


Given idioms are followed by

four alternative meanings.

Tick the one which you feel is

the most appropriate.

DIRECTIONS 

IDIOMS AND PHRASES 



To draw a line

A. to fix a limit
B. to caution someone
C. to be stern
D. to insult someone



To give a person the cold shoulder.

A. to offer someone
B. to be humble
C. to threaten
D. to treat coldly



To knit ones brow

A. to disappoint someone
B. to frown
C. to have a headache
D. to express discontentment



To be on the wane

A. to complain
B. to be sick
C. to be on boat
D. to be diminishing



To call a spade a spade

A.  to play cards
B.  to be arrogant
C.  to speak plainly without 

mincing matters.
D.  to be confident about 

everything one does.



French leave

A. a person who does not take 
leave

B. leave without permission
C. to take long leave
D. to take a day off and have 

fun.



To cut someone short

A. To oblige someone
B. To assist someone
C. to interrupt someone
D. to insult someone



Wolf in sheep’s clothing

A. To act on the sly
B. To be a good actor
C. to be a hypocrite
D. to be money-minded or 

materialistic



By fits and starts

A. irregularly 
B. mostly
C. after a short time
D. regularly



A bone of contention

A. area of agreement
B. act of submission
C. act of gratitude
D. subject of dispute



Mother wit

A. to have an intelligent mother
B. university
C. silly
D. common sense



Judas’ kiss

A. wooing
B. a narrow escape
C. hypocritical affection
D. a religious person



falling foul of

A. quarrelling with
B. becoming friends with
C. being dishonest with
D. being scared of



To bring the house down

A. to appeal greatly to the audience
B. To pull down a building
C. To defame one’s family
D. to pass a bill unanimously



Fabian policy

A. Dictatorial policy
B. Democratic policy
C. Systematic policy
D. Policy of cautious persistence



At one’s beck and call

A. To climb the back
B. To call from behind
C. To be always at one’s service 

or command.
D. Not to care for anybody



On the Greek calendars

A. The old calendars of the Greeks
B. The new calendar of the Greeks 
C. Something within easy reach
D. Something which is impossible



FILLERS 
(BASED ON IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIOSN)



1. You are my friend. I shall _______ you through 
thick and thin.

A. Come of
B. Stand by
C. Throw mud at
D. By and by



2. You cannot expect her to take such a mean step. 
She _________ a royal family.

A. Comes of
B. Put off
C.  Looks into
D.  By and by



3. The labour leaders have agreed _________ the 
strike.

A. To call off
B. Put off
C.  Fair play
D.  Play truant



4. The border has always been __________ between 
the two countries.

A. A bone of contention
B. An uphill task
C.  A mare’s nest
D. Worth his salt



5. To root out evil from the society is _________

A. A bone of contention
B. An uphill task
C. A fair play
D. To worship the rising sun






