
 

ENGLISH (SBI PO CLASS 14 MAY 2019)
 This year’s Interim Budget is being regarded as sanguine and a big -----1 for 

farmers. The government announced to transfer ₹6,000 every year directly to 

12 crore farmers holding -----2 land up to 2 hectares through the PM-KISAN 

scheme. As this is a progressive step, it is aimed at -----3 India’s severe 

agrarian distress. The agriculture sector -----4 over 50% of the workforce 

either directly or indirectly, and remains the main source of livelihood for 

over 70% of rural households. ------5, the droughts of 2014 and 2015, lack of 

infrastructure, and uncertainty in agricultural markets have -----6 affected 

agricultural productivity and stability of farm incomes. Consequently, 

agriculture growth rates have been -----7 in the last five years — 0.2% in 

2014-15, 0.7% in 2015-16, 4.9% in 2016-17 and 2.1% in 2017-18. This is a 

major concern. PM-KISAN is aimed at -----8 rural consumption and helping 

poor farmers recover from distress. Although the scheme is valuable in -----

9, without focus on strategy and implementation, it is -----10 to make any 

meaningful impact. 

1.  A. setback   B. baneful    C. advantages     

 D. news E. incredibility 

2. A. barren    B. infertile C. cultivable        

D. nutrition E. large 

3. A. exaggerating        B. assuage    C. mitigating             

 D. develop    E. exploration 

4. A. providing B. involve    C. contributes      

 D. employs    E. gives 

5. A. Further B. Still    C. notwithstanding 

 D. however E. Since 

6. A. prolonged         B. adequately    C. prominently      

 D. superficial    E. adversely 

7. A. transitory        B. decreasing C. constant 

 D. varying E. inconsistently 

8. A. improved    B. growth C. encourage    

 D. curtailing    E. boosting 

 

9. A. paper    B. principle    C. terms     

 D. use    E. large  

10.  A. unlikely    B. certainly C. likely       

 D. surely    E. probability 

Improve your vocabulary 

1. Pakistan’s Asia Bibi, the first woman to be sentenced to death under the 

country’s controversial blasphemy laws, arrived in Canada where she has 

been granted asylum. 

 A. anti-corruption B. sacrilege C. legal 

 D. disciplinary E. constitutional 

2. The conviction of Reuters journalists Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo in 2017 had 

galvanised the international community, world leaders and rights 

organisations clamouring for their release.  

 A. surprise B. motivate C. insult 

 D. audacity E. dissuade 

3. In its 2017 annual survey, the Committee found that 262 professionals had 

been incarcerated for their work, a figure that is slightly higher than the 

previous year’s tally. 

 A. condemn B. imprison C. criticize 

 D. reward E. motivate 

4. Greta Thunberg was referring to a major UN-backed report released this 

week, which has startling revelations about the battered state of nature 

globally. 

 A. profitable B. acclaimed C. growing 

 D. beaten E. beneficial 

5. Liverpool were 3-0, the deficit wiped out in a fashion reminiscent of that 

glorious night in Istanbul in 2005.  

 A. similar B. authoritative C. unforgettable 

 D. mistake E. auspicious 
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