
 

ENGLISH (IBPS CLERK MAINS 08 JAUNARY 2018)
DIRECTION 

Q.1-7. In the following passage there are blanks each of which has been 

numbered as well as filled with a word which may be appropriate in the 

context of the passage or maybe not. If the word highlighted is correct 

and needs no improvement then choose any one option which can replace 

the highlighted word from the options given below. But if the given word 

is incorrect and requires change then choose any one option which can 

replace the highlighted word from the options given below.  

 Some of the aspects on which a consensus had seemingly been reached in 

the first meeting have been reopened. Minutes of the first meeting of the 

GST Council, covering ______ (1) all state finance ministers and chaired 

by the Union finance minister, are yet to be passed. So, what is known so 

far with some degree of certainty is that the GST encompasses a four-tier 

rate structure — 6 per cent, 12 per cent, 18 per cent and 26 percent — 

with the highest rate of 26 per cent being recruited _____ (2) for luxury 

items and demerit goods. While it’s heartening that the biggest indirect 

tax reform this country has seen has received broad political consensus, 

and that it will most probably want _______(3) in next year, the level of 

preparedness in the states and more importantly in the Union 

government, over critical issues that require solid homework, is 

worrying. 

 True, the Union government has been rancorous _____ (4) with the 

compensation being proposed for states by assuming a secular growth 

rate of 14 per cent in tax revenues on the base year of 2015-16 over the 

next five years. States continue to raise issues on how the compensation 

will be funded — whether through a cess on luxury and demerit goods or 

some other mechanism. While this may be an issue flagged by some states 

to help them buy time, what seems to have suddenly struck some others is 

the intense _______ (5) of a situation where a higher tax rate on an item 

may not suit them politically. For instance, a higher tax rate on soaps and 

detergents that sell many times more in Tamil Nadu compared with 

Uttar Pradesh, will be received very differently by the people in the two 

states.  

 The GST regime proposes a common rate for a particular product or 

service, making the entire country a common market. 

 Unfortunately, states do not have comprehensive data on tax incidence 

across product categories that would allow them to make a meaningful 

pitch _____ (6) in the GST Council meetings. The Union government, 

which spearheads this tax reform, too, does not seem to be in a position to 

reconcile the differences between the states. 

 By August, companies have to file GST returns for the month of July and 

tax credit settlement will happen ____ (7) thereafter.  

 

Q.1. 1. nurturing, comprising 2. annoying, containing  

 3. tormenting, including  4. incoming, outgoing  

 5. comprising, involving  

Ans: 4 

Q.2. 1.  excited  2. reserved  3. irrational  

 4. financed  5. no change required  

Ans: 2 

Q.3. 1. began  2. views  3. stilt  

 4. kick  5. no change required  

Ans: 4 

Q.4. 1. spat  2. generous  3. simmering  

 4. glamorous  5. no change required 

Ans: 2 

Q.5. 1. seething 2. clog 3. fallout 

 4. lexicon 5. no change required 

Ans: 3 

Q.6. 1.  etiolate 2.  reconcile 3.  run 

 4. lapse 5.  no change required 

Ans: 5 

Q.7. 1. obtain 2. clear 3. sooner 

 4. merely 5. no change required 

Ans: 5 

Q.8. Thailand and Saudi are the first in the Asian and Arab regions, 

chronologically, to adopt tough measures in order to curb tobacco 

consumption. All correct. 

Ans: "chronologically" will be replaced by "respectively"  

Q.9. Regulations and policymakers need to work together to insulate the 

economy from the risks of similar fiascos. All correct. 

Ans: "regulations" will be replaced by "regulators" 

Q.10. The Israeli government estimates that improved relations with the Saudi 

regime, the “guardian” of Islam’s two holiest sights, will help resolve the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict. All correct. 

Ans: "sights" will be replaced by "sites" 

Q.11. The grandios victory of the Grand Alliance led by the Awami League 

(AL), headed by incumbent Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,  has shocked 

and dismayed the Opposition parties. All correct. 

Ans: The correct spelling is "grandiose" 

Q.12. At about 11 O’clock when the display of fireworks was about to seize, one 

of the pots burst, scattering thick sparks all round. All correct. 

Ans: "seize" will be replaced by "cease" 
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