
 

ENGLISH BITES  ( 17 OCTOBER 2019) 
  THE HINDU 

  Heading -  On the edge: On 

economic     slowdown 

Sub heading- Far-reaching reforms 

                   may be inevitable to 

                   keep the economy     

            from stalling. 

DECODING – ECONOMIC SLOWDOWN 

 Verge- (n/v) on edge, border 

 Stalling- (v) stop, cause to stop 

making progress. 

THE HINDU 

 India’s deepening slowdown has 

now left the economy on the verge 

of stalling. The latest estimates for 

GDP show year-on-year growth in 

the April-June period slide for a 

fifth straight quarter to 5%, the 

slowest pace in more than six 

years.  

DECODING – ECONOMIC SLOWDOWN 

Disconcertingly - (adv) discomfort. 

Mainstay - (n) central component. 

Slumped- (v) fall heavily. 

Meagre- (adj) very small, not enough. 

THE HINDU 

 Disconcertingly, the mainstay of 

demand — private consumption 

spending — slumped to an 18-

quarter low, with the expansion 

decelerating sharply to 3.1%, 

from 7.2% in the preceding 

quarter and 7.3% a year earlier. 

Gross fixed capital formation 

(GFCF), a proxy for investment 

activity, grew a meagre 4%, less 

than a third of the 13.3% growth 

it posted 12 months earlier. 

 With demand for manufactured 

products ranging from cars and 

consumer durables to even 

biscuits having sharply 

diminished, manufacturing GVA 

growth plunged to an eight-

quarter low of 0.6%. In fact, save 

mining, electricity and other 

utility services and public 

administration and defense, all the 

five other contributors to overall 

GVA weakened from a year 

earlier. 

Cognizant - (adj) having     



 

 knowledge or 

awareness. 

Pronouncements- (v) announcements,  

  proclamation. 

Tweaks – (v/n)  pull sharply,  

   adjust. 

Debilitating- (adj) make very weak+ 

THE HINDU 

 That the government is cognisant 

of the gravity of the situation is 

evident from its recent slew of 

policy pronouncements including 

tweaks to investment norms to 

draw more Foreign Direct 

Investment, moves to relieve the 

debilitating sales slump in the auto 

sector and a sweeping 

consolidation of public banks. 

Faltering - (adv)  loosing strength or  

   momentum. 

Headwinds- (n) wind blowing directly  

   against you 

THE HINDU 

 Any beneficial impact from these 

measures will, however, take time 

to feed into the economy and time 

is a luxury that the faltering 

economy can ill afford, especially 

given the global headwinds.  

Mercurial - (adj) subject to frequent  

   change, volatile. 

Engendering - (n) cause or give rise to  

 a feeling or situation. 

THE HINDU 

With the farm sector still stuck in 

a low income trap and this year’s 

mercurial monsoon rains, leaving 

some parts flooded and others still 

facing deficits and engendering a 

shortfall in kharif sowing, rural 

demand is unlikely to return any 

time soon. 

Implement - (n/v) put into effect. 

Reinvigorating - (v) give new  

energy and 

strength to.. 

THE HINDU 

The government must lose no time 

in consulting with the widest 

possible spectrum, including the 



 

Opposition, and then implement 

the agreed-on reforms 

prescriptions to reinvigorate 

demand and investment. 

VOCABULARY 

 CAJOLE  (V) -  (फुसलाना) 

Meaning -  persuade someone to do 

something, they might not want to do. 

USAGE-  HOMEWORK 

STUDENT’S CORNER 

 

WAS THIS SESSIONHELPFUL 

 ????? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


