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 Dear students, 

 We have discussed the basics of ‘Adverb’ in the 

previous study notes now it is the next or you may say 

the advanced level in the same series. Here in this part 

we will thoroughly read about other rules and usage 

of it in a sentence as we all know for a layman ‘hard’ 

and ‘hardly’ doesn’t make a difference but for the 

avid aspirants like ‘us’ it definitely matters a lot, 

hence to not only ‘beautify’ our language but also 

‘enhance’ our knowledge we have to ‘go through’ 

this part of study notes deeply. 

 Your success is all what we wish and for that we can 

be either your helping hand or your guiding lamp 

whichever may be the way you choose to be with 

us…….. 

 More Power to all the Aspirants………… 

 Use of 'Enough' 

 Rule(l): 

 'Enough' is used in the sense of 'to the necessary 

degree' after the adjectives or adverbs of positive 

degree and the verbs which modifies them; as, 

 Kavita is beautiful enough to attract the young.     

(correct) 

 Archana is enough beautiful to attract the young, (x)  

 Ronit runs fast enough to win the race.              (correct) 

 Ronit runs enough fast to win the race.                   (x) 

 I hadn't trained enough for the game.                  (correct) 

 I hadn't enough trained for the game.                      (x)  

 We didn't leave early enough.                                (correct)            

 We didn't leave enough early.          (x)  

 This house isn't big enough for us.                       (correct) 

 This house isn't enough big for us.    (x) 

 Rule (II):  

'Enough' is used in the sense of 'as many or as much 

as somebody needs or wants' or 'sufficient' as an 

adjective (= determiner) before a noun (= plural noun/ 

uncountable noun); as, 

 Have you got enough bread?       

 There is enough sugar in the dish.  

 Have you made enough copies?          

 Is there enough room for me?  

 Note : 

 But Although 'enough' after a noun now sounds old 

fashioned, 'time enough is fairly common'; as,  

 There'll be time enough to relax when you've finished 

your work. 

 Rule (III) :  

 If the Infinitive (= to + V1) or 'for + noun/ pronoun 'is 

used after a noun; 'enough 'is used after the noun; as, 

 I have time enough to take rest. 

 We have got food enough for five persons. 

 Rule (IV) :  

 'Enough of is used before a noun and Determiners 

such as—the, this, that, my, your, such... etc. are used 

before the noun according to need; as, 

 Neetu could not answer enough of the questions. 

 Have you got enough of such mangoes? 

 Use of ‘Quite’ 

 Rule(l): 

 ‘Quite’ is used in the sense of 'completely', 

‘altogether’, ‘to a certain extent', 'wholly and entirely' 

before ; completeness meaning giving adjectives; as,  

(1) I quite agree with you on this point. 

(2) It is quite warm today. 

(3) I hope you are quite happy here. 

(4) Oh! that's quite all right. 

(5) Sachin was quite ready. 

 Rule (II):  

 'Quite' is used in the sense of 'very' before past 

participle (= M.V3); as, 

 Ashish was quite tired.  

 Preetika is quite delighted. 

 Note : 

 Quite is also used before strong adjectives or other 

adjectives; as, 

(1) Saurabh is quite extraordinary.  

(2) It is quite cool today. 

 Use of 'Still' 

 Rule (I): 

 'Still' is used in the sense of 'motionless', 'calm and 

quite' as an adjective; as, 

 He lay still on the carpet. 

 Adj. 

 Rule (II):  

 'Still' is used in the sense of 'quieten 'or 'restrain' as a 

verb; 

 She stilled the weeping child. 

 Rule (III):  

 'Still' is used in the sense of 'deep silence' as a noun; 

as, The thief entered the house in the still of the night. 

 Rule (IV):  

 'Still' is used in the sense of 'continuing until a 

particular point in time and not finishing' or 'even 

now' as an adverb before a main verb or after an 

auxiliary verb in affirmative and Interrogative 

sentence; as, 

 He is still unwell. 

 She still lives in Delhi. 

 Is he still weeping? 

 Are you still waiting for me?  

 Rule (V): 

 'Still' is also used in the sense of 'nevertheless'; as, 
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 It was futile (= in vain/useless), still they fought. 

 Rule (VI): 

 'Still'is used to make negative action emphatic in 

negative sentence; as, 

 Avinash still does not like her. 

 Use of 'Yet' 

 Rule (I):  

 'Yet' is used in the sense of 'upto the moment' or 'time 

of speaking' after the verb or 'Verb + object' in the 

Interrogative and negative sentence; as,  

(A)  Interrogative Sentence : 

 Do you feel any better yet? 

 Has the taxi arrived yet? 

 Is the taxi here yet? 

(B)  Negative Sentence :                                                 

 I haven't finished my thesis yet. 

 He has not come yet. 

 You have not returned my notebook yet.  

 Note : (i) 'Yet' is used in Present or Present Perfect 

Tense but 'yet' is not used in past tense; as. 

 The postman did not come yet.    (x) 

 The postman has not come yet.   (correct) 

 Did the postman come yet?         (x) 

 Has the guard come yet?        (correct) 

(ii)   'As yet' is used in the sense of 'until now or until a 

particular time in the past' as an Idiomatic phrase (= 

an idiom); as, 

 An as yet unpublished report. 

 As yet little was known of the causes of the disease. 

 Use of 'Always' 

 Rule (I):  

 'Always' is used in the sense of 'all the time', 'every 

time', 'at all times', as an adverb before a main verb or 

after an auxiliary verb; as, 

 He always goes to work by train. 

 The sun always sets in the west. 

 He is always ready. 

 Note:  

 If both auxiliary verb and main verb are used in a 

sentence. The adverb—'always' is used in the middle 

of the auxiliary verb and the main verb; as,  

 I have always helped you.  

 He has always told me a story. 

 Rule (II):  

 'Always' is used in the sense of 'again and again' or 

'repeatedly' for expressing unliking and anger in 

Continuous Tense; as, 

 Are you always quarrelling with your brother? 

 My servant was always demanding money. 

 Note : 

  The adverbs—'almost', 'nearly' and 'not' can be used 

before the adverb—'always'; as, 

 He is not always at home on Sundays. 

 I am nearly always at my residence in the morning.  

 Use of 'Ever' 

 Rule (I):  

 'Ever' is used in the sense of 'at any time' as an adverb 

in the negative and Interrogative sentence; as. 

 Nothing ever happens in this village. -Negative 

 Have you ever been to Nepal?      -Interrogative 

 Rule (II):  

 'Ever' is used after the comparative degree or 

superlative degree; as. 

 He is crying louder than ever.                              C.d 

 This is the best picture that I have ever seen.       S.d. 

 Rule (III):  

 'Ever' isused in the sense of 'at any time before 

now/then' with the verb in Present Perfect Tense or 

Past Perfect Tense; as, 

 It's one of the nicest houses that I've ever seen.  

 Rule (IV):  

 'Ever' is used after the Interrogative Words (I.W.); as, 

 Whatever (adj), Whatever (pron), Whatsoever (adj),  

 Whatsoever (pron), Whatsoever (adv), Wherever 

(pron), Wherever (conj), Wherever (adv),  

 Wheresoever (conj). 

 Whenever (conj), Whenever (adv), Whensoever 

(adv), However(conj), Howsoever (adv). 

 Rule (V):  

 'Ever' is also used in the sense of 'at all times', always' 

in the following phrases; as, forever, ever since, ever 

after,  yours ever  

 Note:  

 The phrases given above are generally used in the last 

of a letter. 

 Rule (VI) :  

 Sometimes 'ever' is used in the sense of 'at all times', 

'always' with adjectives and participles; as, 

 Evergreen trees, His ever-loving wife, His ever-open 

mouth, An ever-increasing debt 

 Use of 'Ago' 

 Rule (I):  

 'Ago' is used in the sense of 'in the past', 'gone by' as 

an adverb in Past Tense but it (= ago) is not used in 

 Present Perfect Tense; as, 

 I came to Patna exactly eighteen years ago. (correct) 

 I have come to Patna exactly eighteen years ago. (x) 

 The train left a few minutes ago.                   (correct) 

  The train has left a few minutes ago.                     (x) 

 Note :  

 'Ago' is used in expressions of time with the Simple 

Past Tense to show how far in the past something 

happened. In other words. Time expressing words 

+ago is used in English language. 
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 He went to Mumbai before five years ago. (x) 

 He went to Mumbai five years ago. (correct) 

 The accident happened at ten years ago. (x) 

 The accident happened ten years ago. (correct) 

 I came to Delhi in two years ago. (x) 

 I came to Delhi two years ago. (correct) 

 I started learning English since two years ago. (x) 

 I started learning English two years ago. (correct) 

 In the sentences given above, the Prepositions— 

'before', at, 'in' and 'since' have been used before 

'Time expressing words + ago' which are wrong, it 

means—The prepositions such as—before, at, in, 

since ...etc. are not used before 'Time expressing 

words + ago'. 

 Rule (II):  

 The Conjunction—'that' is used after 'ago'. But the 

Conjunction—'since' is not used after 'ago'; as, 

 It was five years ago that my grandfather died. 

(correct) 

 It was five years ago since my grandfather died. (x) 

 It is ten years ago that he wrote that novel.       (correct) 

 It is ten years since that he wrote that novel.         (x) 

 Note :  

 (i)  But If 'Ago' is not used in a sentence, the conjunc-

tion—'since' is used in the sentence. But the conjunc-

tion—'that' is not used in the sentence; as, 

 It is five years since my grandfather died. (correct) 

 It is five years that my grandfather died. (x) 

 It is ten years since he wrote that novel. (correct) 

 It is ten years that he wrote that novel. (x) 

 It means—The structure— 'It +is + time expressing 

words - since + clause' is used in English language. 

(ii)  'Back' is used in the sense of 'ago'. In other words, 

'Back' can be used in place of 'ago'; as, 

 I met him some years back. 

 Use of 'Before'  

 Rule (I):  

 'Before' is generally used in the sense of 'at an earlier 

time, in the past, already or at any time before now' 

as an adverb of time in Present Perfect Tense; as, I 

have done this work before. I have seen this film 

before. Have you ever been here before? 

 Rule (II):  

 'Before' is used in the sense of 'before then or a time 

in the past' in Simple Past Tense; as, 

 I went to the airport last Monday to meet my friend 

before. 

 I saw him last Friday in Mumbai and two days before 

in Patna. 

 I never before saw such a dreadful sight. 

 Rule(III):  

 'Before' is also used in the sense of 'before any time 

in the past' in Past Perfect Tense; as, 

 He said that he had come back from his village two 

days before. (correct) 

 He said that he had come back from his village two 

days ago. (x)  

 Note :  

 In the sentence given above, 'Ago' can not be used in 

place of 'before'. 

 Rule (IV):  

 'Before' is used in the sense of 'Previous to the time 

when' as a conjunction of time to join the two 

sentences in Simple Present Tense and Simple Past 

Tense; as, 

 The crops will have dried before the rain falls. 

 The patient had died before the doctor came. 

 You must learn your lesson before you leave the 

class.  

 Rule (V):  

 'Before' is used in the sense of 'earlier than' as a 

preposition before 'point of time'; as,  

 I reached home before 7 o'clock. 

 You must go there before Monday. 

 Rule (VI):  

 'Before' is used in the sense of 'in front of as a 

preposition; as, 

 The accused stood before the judge. 

 He stood before me. 

 Rule (VII):  

 'Before' is used in the sense of 'In the presence of as a 

preposition; as, 

 He was brought before the teacher.  

 Rule(VIII):  

 'Before' is used in the sense of 'a head of as a 

preposition; as, 

 C comes before D in the alphabet. 

 Note:  

 Differences between 'Ago' and 'Before'; 'Ago' is used 

to show 'counting a thing at present time to go 

towards the past time.' While 'Before' is used to show 

'counting a thing from a point of past time to go to the 

other point of past time'. 

 Use of 'Since' 

 Rule (1):  

 'Since' is used in the sense of 'from a time in the past 

until a later past time', or 'until now'; 'at a time after a 

particular time in the past'; 'Since that time' as an 

adverb in Present Perfect Tense in the last of the 

sentence; as, 

 He left school in 1986, I have not seen him since. 

 She went to Mumbai last year and has written to her 

sister several times since. 
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 He left home two weeks ago and we haven't heard 

from him since. 

 Note:  

(i)  Since can also be used as an adverb like this: 

1.     The original building has long since (- long before 

now) been demolished. 

2.    We were divorced two years ago and she has since 

remarried. 

(ii)  Since is also used with Past Perfect Tense as an 

adverb. 

 Use of 'Ever Since' 

 Rule (1):  

 'Ever since' is used in the sense of 'from then', 'from 

sometime in the past up to now' as an adverb in 

Present Perfect Tense in the last of the sentence; as, 

 I first read it five years ago and have remembered it 

ever since. 

 My brother-in-law went to Mumbai in 2013 and has 

lived there ever since. 

 Use of 'Sometimes' 

 Rule (I):  

 'Sometimes' is used in the sense of 'Occasionally 

rather than all of the time' as an adverb; as. 

 Sometimes my father gets angry. (correct)  

 Sometime my father gets angry.       (x) 

 Sometimes I go by car.                      (correct) 

 Sometime I go by car.                          (x) 

 He sometimes writes to me.                 (correct) 

 He sometime writes to me.                      (x) 

 I like to be on my own sometimes.           (correct) 

 I like to be on my own sometimes.           (x) 

 Note:  

(i)  'Sometime' is used in the sense of 'a little quantity of 

time' as a noun; as,  

 I stayed at Darbhanga for sometime.      (correct) 

 I stayed at Darbhanga for sometimes.     (x) 

 (ii)  'Sometime' is used in the sense of 'at a time that you 

do not know exactly or has not yet been decided' or at 

some unspecified point of time as an adverb; as, 

 I saw him sometime last summer. 

 We must get together sometime. 

(iii)  Sometime is used to refer 'to what somebody used to 

be', having been at one time; 'former 'as an adjective; 

as, The sometime president. 

 Use of 'Of Course' 

 Rule (1):  

 The phrase—'of course' is used 'to emphasize that 

what you are saying is true or correct'; 'as a polite way 

of giving somebody permission to do something'; 'as 

a polite way of agreeing with what somebody has just 

said' and to show that what you are saying is not 

surprising or is generally known or accepted in 

English language; as, 

 'Don't you like my mother?' 'of course f do'. 

 'Can I have one of those pens ?' 'Of course—help 

yourself’. 

 'I did all I could to help'. 'Of course, he murmured 

gently'. 

 Ben, Of course, was the last to arrive of course, there 

are other ways of doing this. 

 In other words, Of course is used in the sense of 'in 

the natural order of things'; Certainly; Undoubtedly 

then, When any other action is happened as the result 

of an action; as, 

 His father died; of course he is sorry. 

 Prolonged illness has made my mother-in-law very 

weak of course. 

 Prolonged (adj.) means 'continuing for a long time'. 

 Use of 'Hard' 

 Rule (I):  

 'Hard' is used in the sense of—'With great effort'; with 

difficulty, with great force, very carefully and 

thoroughly; heavily; a lot or for a long time (= with 

all one's force, energy or vigour) as an adverb of 

manner after the main verb; as, 

 Our team played hard in Pakistan. 

 I tried hard to succeed. 

 Small business have been hit hard by the recession. 

 We thought long and hard before decoding to move 

house. 

 It was raining hard when we set off. 

 Note:  

 'Hard' is used in the sense of (1) Solid, firm, or stiff 

and difficult to bend or break; (2) Difficult to do, 

understand or answer; (3) Full of difficulty and 

problem, especially because of a lack of money; (4) 

Needing or using a lot of physical strength or mental 

effort; (5) Putting a lot of effort or energy into an 

activity; (6) Done with a lot of strength or force; (7) 

Showing no sympathy or affection; (8) Ready to fight 

and showing no signs of fear or weakness; (9) 

Definitely true and based on information that can be 

proved; (10) Very cold and severe and (11) Strongly 

alcoholic as an adjective; as, 

1.  (a) These are hard words for beginners. 

 (b)  Hard work brings success. 

 (c) Diamonds are the hardest known mineral. 

2.  It is hard to believe that she's only nine. 

3. Times were hard at the end of the war. 

4.  It's hard work shovelling snow. 

5.  She's a very hard worker. 

6.  He gave the door a good hard kick. 

7.  My father was a hard man. 
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8.  You think you're really hard, don't you ? 

9.  The newspaper story is based on hard facts. 

10.  It had been a hard winter.  

11.  It is a hard liquor. 

 Shovel (v) means to lift and move earth, stones, coal, 

snow, sand etc. with a shovel,  Shovel (n) means a tool 

with a long handle and a broad blade with curved 

edges, used for moving earth, snow, sand etc.  

 Use of 'Hardly' 

 Rule (I):  

 'Hardly' is used in the sense of 'Scarcely', almost not', 

'unlikely', 'severely' as an adverb before the main 

verb; as, 

 My mother is hardly fifty.  

 She hardly gets up before sunrise.      

 You can hardly expect me to lend you money again.  

 Avinash has been hardly treated. 

 Note:  

(i)  'Hardy' is used in the sense of 'strong and able to 

survive difficult condition and bad weather' as an 

adjective; as, A few hardy men reached the top of the 

mountain. 

    'Hardy' means courageous, brave and fearless 

(ii)  'He works hard' means 'He works with great force/ 

effort', while 'He hardly works' means 'He works 

almost no/not'. The adverb—'Hardly' has a negative 

meaning. Therefore, 'Hard' and 'hardly' cannot be 

used instead of each other. 

(iii)  'Hardly', 'Scarcely' and 'barely' are negative words 

and should not be used with not or other negatives; 

as, 

 I can't hardly believe it. (x) 

 I can hardly believe it.                   (correct) 

(iv)  'Hardly' and 'Scarcely' can be used to mean almost 

never, but 'barely' is not used in this way; as. 

 She hardly (ever) sees parents these days. (correct)  

 She barely sees her parents these days.          (x)    

(v)  'Hardly', 'Scarcely' and 'barely' can all be used to say 

that something is only just true or possible. They are 

used with words like 'any' and 'anyone', with 

adjectives and verbs and are place between can, 

could, have, be, etc. and the main part of the verb; as,  

 They have sold scarcely any copies of the book. 

 I barely recognized her.  

 I can hardly believe it.  

 Use of 'Fairly' 

 Rule (I):  

 'Fairly' is used in the sense of 'at a moderate 

degree/moderately'   before good qualities expressing 

adjectives and adverbs; as,  

 He is fairly hopeful. 

 The man is fairly well. 

 The report was fairly in comprehensible. 

 I go jogging fairly regularly. 

 Note:  

 'Fairly' is also used in the sense of 'in a fair and 

reasonable way', 'honestly' as an adverb; as,  

 He has always treated me very fairly. 

 Her attitude could fairly be described as hostile. 

 Use of 'Rather' 

 Rule (I):  

 'Rather' is used in the sense of 'at a moderate 

degree'/'moderately' before bad qualities expressing 

adjectives and adverbs; as, 

 He was rather hopeless. 

 She is rather ill. 

 The instructions were rather complicated. 

 She fell and hurt her leg rather badly. 

 Note : Differences between 'Fairly' and 'Rather': 

 1. The adverb—'Fairly' has a pleasant meaning.     

 1.The adverb—'Rather' has an unpleasant meaning. 

 2. The Adverb—'Too' is not after the adverb—'fairly'.    

 2.The adverb—'too' is used after the adverb—'rather',  

 3. An Indefinite article-'A' is used before the 

structure—'Fairly + Adjective + noun'. 

 3. An Indefinite article—'A' is used before the 

structure—'Rather +Adjective + noun' is used 

generally. 

 But the structure— 'Rather + a /an + Adjective + 

noun' is also used 

 as,    

 A fairly lovely girl. (correct) 

 A rather lovely girl. (x) 

 Fairly a lovely girl. (x) 

 A rather difficult problem . (correct) 

 A fairly difficult problem. (x) 

 Rather a difficult problem. (correct) 

 Fairly too wise. (x) 

 Fairly wise. (x) 

 Rather too unwise. (correct) 

 Rather unwise. (x) 

 Look at these sentences: 

 It was a rather difficult question. 

 It was rather a difficult question. 

 The patient has responded to the treatment rather 

better than expected. 

 Note:  

(i)  'Rather than' is used in the sense of—'Instead of 

somebody/something'; as, 

 I think I'll have a cold drink rather than coffee. 

 Why didn't you ask for help, rather than trying to do 

it on your own? 

(ii)  Would rather ... (= than) is used in the sense of 'would 

prefer to'; as, 
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 She'd rather die than give a speech. 

 Use of 'Late' 

 Rule: 

 'Late' is used in the sense of 'after the expected, 

arranged or usual time' as an adverb; as,  

 The Rajdhani Express comes late—Present Tense 

 The Rajdhani Express came late—Past Tense 

 The Rajdhani Express will come late—Future Tense  

 She married late.  

 The birthday card arrived three days late. 

 Note:  

(i)  'Late at night' is used in English language but late 

night and late in the night are not used; as,  

 My wife often watches television until late night.    (x) 

 My wife often watches television until late in the 

night. (x) 

 My wife often watches television until late at night. 

(correct) 

 ‘Late’ is used in the sense of ‘near the end of a period 

of time, a person’s life’ as an adjective; as, 

 Mukhar went there in late afternoon.  

 Aneesh went to Patna late summer. 

 The school was built in the late 1970s. 

 In later life he started playing golf. 

 ‘Late night’ is used in the sense of 'happening late at 

after other things finish' as an adjective; as, 

  It is a late-night movie. 

 ‘Late' is used in the sense of 'after the right, in time, 

recent 'as an adjective; as,  

 The Taj Express is late by ten minutes.  

 He met her in the late afternoon. 

 We have seen the late political developments in 

Bihar. 

(iii) 'Late' is used in the sense of 'former, recent and still 

living' as an adjective; as, 

 Mr. Atal Bihari Bajpayi was the late Prime Minister 

of India. 

(iv)  'Late'is used in the sense of 'former, recent and not 

now living' as an adjective; as, Sarita was his late 

wife. 

(v)  'Lately'is not used in place of 'late'. 

(vi)  'As late as' is used in the sense of 'as recently as'; as, 

As late as the 1950s, Tuberculosis was still a fatal 

illness. 

(vii)  'Late in the day' is used in the sense of 'after the time 

when an action could be successful' as an idiom; as, 

He started working hard much too late in the day.  

 Y. Use of 'Lately' 

 Rule :  

 'Lately' is used in the sense of 'recently', 'in the recent 

past' as an adverb in the Interrogative and negative 

 sentences of Present Perfect Tense; as, 

 Interrogative Negative 

1.  Have you seen the film 1. No, I have not seen the film 

lately ? lately. 

2.  Have you been to Patna 2. No, I have not been to 

Patna lately ? lately. 

3.  Have     you     seen     her 3. No,   I  have  not  seen  

her lately ? lately. 

 Use of 'Recently' 

 Rule:  

 'Recently 'is used in the sense of 'not long ago, in the 

recent past (— in recent times)' as an adverb in 

Present Perfect Tense and Simple Past Tense; as, 

 Have you visited the Taj Mahal recently ? 

 Recently someone told me that the fire was caused by 

a cigarette. 

 I haven't seen them recently. 

 Have you used it recently (— in the recent past) ? 

 Note : The adverbs—'Lately and recently' are used in 

stead of each other in Present Perfect Tense. The 

adverb— 'recently' is used in Simple Past Tense but 

the adverb— 'lately' is not used in Simple Past Tense. 

This is the difference between 'lately' and 'recently'; 

as, 

  Have you visited the Qutub Minar lately? (correct) 

 Lately someone told me that the fire was caused by a 

cigarette. (x) 

 A. Use of ‘Already’ 

 Rule :  

 'Already' is used in the sense of 'Before now' or 

'before a particular time in the past', previously, prior 

to or at some specified or implied time as an adverb 

in Present Perfect Tense; as, 

 He has already learnt his lesson. 

 She has already finished her task-Have you already 

met the Police Inspector? 

 Note :  

(i)  'Not + already' is not used but 'not + yet' is used 

instead of 'not + already'; as, 

 The new shop has not been opened already. (x) 

 The new shop has not been opened yet.         (correct)                     

(ii) 'All ready'is made of the two different words— 'All' 

and 'ready'. So, it has different meaning; as, 

 Are you all ready? (correct) 

 Are you already ? (x) 

 B. Use of 'Almost'  

 Rule (1):  

 'Almost' is used in the sense of 'not quite', 'nearly' as 

an adverb to express progress. It (almost) is used just 

before the word which it modifies; as, 

 Nidhi has almost finished her home work. 

 My job takes me to almost every part of the world. 

 Our publisher is almost ready to go to Roorkee. 
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 Rule (2):  

 'Almost 'is used with negative verbs but 'hardly' is not 

used with negative verbs 'hardly' has a negative 

meaning so, it is a negative word; as, 

 I was feeling so tired that I almost didn't come. 

 C. Use of 'Nearly' 

 Rule (1) :  

 'Nearly' is used in the sense of 'almost, not quite, not 

completely' as an adverb to express progress; as, 

 He is nearly ready to come here. 

 There are nearly twenty students in the class. 

 It is nearly ten o'clock. 

 The bottle is nearly empty. 

 I've worked here for nearly two years. 

 Note:  

(i)  'Almost' and 'nearly' are used in the sense of 'nearly' 

or 'not quite' without any differences. 

(ii)  Differences between 'Almost' and 'Nearly'. 

1.    'Almost' is used to express the similarity of opinions 

etc. 

 He is almost like a teacher to me. 

1.  'Nearly' is used to express progress towards 

destination or nearness with a number; as,  

 He has nearly ten boys. 

1.   'Almost' is used before the words 'never', 'nobody',  

 'no one', 'nothing', 'anybody', 'anyone', 'anything'; as, 

 He has nearly nothing to eat. (x) 

2.  'Nearly' is not used before the words— never,      

nobody, no one, nothing, anybody, any one,  

anything, none;  

           He has nearly nothing to   eat. (x) 

(iii)  'Almost', 'nearly' and 'practically' have similar 

meaning. They are used frequently with the following 

words:  

 Almost    Nearly   Practically 

 (used with) (used with) (used with) 

           Certainly, all  numbers, all  anything all, 

 every, entirely, every, always, nothing, no, 

 impossible        finished, died 

           Look at these sentences : 

1.  She almost/nearly/practically missed her train. 

2.  Nearly all the students have bikes. 

3. 1 have got practically every CD they have made. 

4.  There were nearly 200 people at the meeting.  

 D. Use of 'Most' 

 Rule (1):  

 'Most' is used in the sense of 'very much' as an adverb; 

as, 

 The person I like most is my father.      (correct) 

 The person I like mostly is my father.    (x) 

 What is worrying you most?                   (correct) 

 What is worrying you mostly?                (x)  

 Rule (2):  

 'Most' is used in the sense of 'In greatest degree, 

number or quantity' as an adjective of superlative 

degree of 'many' or 'much'; as, 

 I did the most I could. 

 The Red Fort is the most beautiful Fort in India. 

 Rule (3):  

 'Most' is used in the sense of 'more than half of 

somebody/something', 'Almost all of 

somebody/something' as an adjective; as, 

 Most Politicians pretend to be what they are not. 

 Rule (4):  

 'Most' is used in the sense of 'the greatest amount' as 

a noun; as. 

 He had the most to lose and the least to gain. 

 Rule (5):  

 'Most' is used in the sense of 'the largest in number or 

amount' as a pronoun in singular or plural number; as, 

 Most of the boys talked freely. 

 Most of the people I had invited turned up. 

 There are thousands of verbs in English and most (of 

them) are regular, 

 Note:  

 Read and learn by heart the following phrases given: 

 PHRASES   Meaning 

 At the most       not more than this; as a  

   maximum 

 For the most part  chiefly, almost, often 

 Most of  a major part of something 

 The most     the ultimate in something 

 To make the most  to take full advantage of  

 something  something 

 Look at these sentences: 

1.    I can lend you my book for a week at the most.  

 At the most he might earn Rs 400 a week.  

 He is the most. 

 I saw the most. 

 Don't cry for more, make the most of what you have.  

 E. Use of 'Mostly' 

 Rule (1):  

 'Mostly' is used in the sense of 'mainly, generally', 

'almost entirely', chiefly; 'on many or most 

occasions'; usually as an adverb; as, 

 He is mostly absent. (correct) 

 He is most absent. (x) 

 We are mostly out on Sunday. (correct) 

 We are most out on Sunday. (x) 

 Note : 

 'Mostly' is not used before the words—all, every, 

everyone ...etc. but 'almost' or 'nearly' is used before 

them (— the words—all, every, everyone ...etc.); as. 

 We see each other mostly everyday.  (x) 
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 We see each other almost everyday. (correct) 

 Mostly every family has a television. (x) 

 Nearly every family has a television. (correct) 

 F. Use of 'Just' 

 Rule (1): 

 'Just' is used in the sense of 'to indicate an immediate 

past', 'a moment ago', 'a short time ago', as an adverb 

in Present Perfect Tense; as, 

 My son has just left for school. 

 He has just arrived here. 

 Rule (2):  

 'Just' is used in the sense of 'exactly' as an adverb 

before noun, noun phrase, noun clause, adjective, 

adverb and prepositional phrase in Simple Present 

Tense or Simple Past Tense; as, 

 It is just four o'clock. 

 This is just what I need. 

 It was just nine o'clock that the dacoits entered his 

house. 

 Rule (3):  

 'Just as' is also used in the sense of 'exactly as', the 

same as, 'at the same moment as' as an adverb; as. 

 It is just as I thought. 

 Just as I arrived, they all left the room. 

 Rule (4): 

  'Just' is used in the sense of 'equally' as an adverb; as, 

 Shanaya is just as beautiful as her mother. 

 She is just as beautiful as her mother. 

 Rule (5): 

 'Just' is used in the sense of 'In the immediate past' as 

an adverb in Simple Past Tense; as, 

 I just met him in the market. 

 I just saw them in the library. 

 Rule (6):  

 'Just' is used in the sense of 'at this or that moment, 

now, ‘immediately' as an adverb in Present and Past 

Continuous Tense; as, 

 He is just finishing his speech. 

 He was just leaving the class. 

 Note :  

 'Just about or going to do something' is used to refer 

to the immediate future or in the sense of 'something 

is to happen' or 'something is going to happen' in 

nearest future in Present and Past Continuous Tense; 

as, I was just about to tell you when you interrupted. 

The clock is just going to strike ten. 

 Rule (7): 

 'Just' is also used in the sense of 'simply, only, 

merely'; as, 

 Just wait and see what happens.       

 I have come here just to see you. 

 Rule (8):  

 'Just' is used in the sense of 'absolutely'; as, 

 The concert was just splendid. 

 Note: 

(i)  Concert (n) means a public performance of music; as. 

 They're in concert at Wembley Arena. 

(ii)  In concert with somebody / something means 

working together with somebody/something. 

(iii)  Splendid (adj.) (a) excellent; very good  (b) very 

impressive; very beautiful 

 G. Use of just now' 

 Rule(1):  

 just now' is used in the sense of 'at this moment', 'at 

this \-er\~ moment' in Simple Present Tense; as, 

 I am busy just now. 

 Ask him to meet me just now. 

 Rule (2):  

 'Just now' is used in the sense of 'a moment ago' or a 

few moments ago in Simple Past Tense; as.  

 He arrived just now.  

 He rang up just now. 

 Note :  

(i)  'Just about' is used in the sense of 'almost' or 'very 

nearly'; as, 

 I have met just about everyone. 

(ii)  'Just about' is also used in the sense of 'approxi-

mately'; as, 

 They should be leaving just about now. 

(iii)  'Just in case' is used in the sense of 'by way of 

precaution'; as, 

(iv)  The sun is shining, but I'll take an umbrella just in 

case.  

(iv)  'Just like that' is used in the sense of 'suddenly'; as,  

 He walked out on his wife just like that. 

(v)  'just the same' is also used in the sense of 'similar' and 

'nevertheless'; as, . . Are these two pictures not just 

the same? There are no clouds, but I'll take an 

umbrella just the same.  

 H. Use of 'Justly' 

 Rule :  

 'Justly' is used in the sense of 'In accordance with 

justice or the law' as an adverb; as, 

 He was justly punished for his crimes, 

 Note :  

 'Just' is also used in the sense of 'honourable and fair 

in dealings and actions'; consistent with moral right;      

righteous, lawful; fair; reasonable as an adjective; as,  

 He was a just king. 

 He was fighting for a just cause. 

 It was a just claim of his share in property. 

 It is just to everybody. It is a just opinion.                                            
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 I. Use of 'Soon' 

 Rule (1):  

 'Soon' is used in the sense of 'In a short time'; 'early'; 

'immediate', 'quickly', 'In a short time from now', 'a 

short time after something else has happened', as an 

adverb to express future action; as, 

 I shall be back soon. 

 Come soon. 

 She will not come soon.  

 Note:  

(i) 'As soon as' is used in the sense of 'no later than'; as, 

 He started as soon as he received the telegram. 

(ii)  'Sooner or later' is used in the sense of 'at sometime 

in the future, even if you are not sure exactly when' 

as, 

 One day sooner or later he will feel his responsibility. 

 Sooner or later you will have to make a decision. 

(iii)  'Sooner after' is used in the sense of 'After a short 

time'; as. 

 She came to see him soon after she arrived. 

 She will come to see him soon after she arrives. 

(iv)  'Sooner rather than later' is used in the sense of 'after 

a short time rather than after a long time'; as,  

 We urged them to sort out the problem 'sooner rather 

than later'. 

 Rule (2):  

 'Soon' is used in the sense of 'just after a particular 

time', in the sentences of Simple Past Tense; as. 

 The Principal pressed the bell and the peon soon 

appeared.  

 J. Use of 'Slowly' 

 Rule: 'Slowly' is used in the sense of 'at a slow speed'; 

'not quickly' as an adverb and an opposite word of 

'quickly'; as, 

 Mohan is reading the book slowly. 

 Slowly Things began to improve, 

 Note: 

 ‘slowly but surely’ is used in the sense of 'making 

slow but definite progress' as an idiom; as, 

 We'll get there slowly but surely. 

 K. Use of 'Lowly' 

 Rule :  

 'Lowly' is used in the sense of 'In a low or lowly 

manner'as an adverb and an opposite word of 'loudly'; 

as, 

 Mohan is reading the book lowly. 

 Note :  

 'Lowly' is also used in the sense of 'humble or low in 

position, rank, status etc'; 'full of humility, meek; 

simple, unpretentious or plain' as an adjective. 

 L. Use of 'Early' 

 Rule (1):  

 'Early'   is used in the sense of 'before the expected 

time' as an adverb; as. 

 The Superfast Express arrived ten minutes early 

today. 

 He will come early today. 

 Rule (2):  

 'Early' is used in the sense of 'In beginning (= starting) 

of a period of time' as an adverb; as, 

 He goes to bed early. 

 I get up early. 

 Note:  

(i)  'Early' is used in the sense of 'in or during the first 

part of a period of time, a course of action'; occurring 

in the near future; occurring before the usual or 

appointed time as an adjective; as, 

 He is an early riser. 

 I look forward to an early reply from her. 

 It is an early train. 

 It was an early dinner. 

(ii)  The proverb—'The early bird catches the worm' 

means 'The person who tries will probably succeed'.  

 M. Use of 'Also' 

 Rule (1):  

 'Also' is used in the sense of 'In addition', 'too' as an 

adverb in the middle of a clause or a sentence and 

after the word which it modifies; as,  

 I also beat my servant. 

 I beat also my servant. 

 I beat my servant also. 

 Rule (2):  

 'Also' is used as a conjunction in the structure— 'not 

only ......but also' 

 He not only broke the pen but also threw it away.  

 Not only does he speak well but he writes well also. 

 N. Use of 'Even' 

 Rule (1):  

 'Even' is used in the sense of 'still', 'vet' as an adverb 

after the auxiliary- verbs or Intransitive forms of be 

(such as—is, are, am, was, were). 

 It (= even) is not used before subject; as, 

 She has lost her purse. 

 She has even lost her watch. 

 This woman is rude to everybody, she is even rude to 

her husband. 

 In such sentences, 'even she has lost her watch 'and 

'even she is rude to her husband' will not be used 

because 'even' is not used before subject. 

 Rule (2):  

 'Even' is used in the sense of 'level, smooth; regular, 

steady; even numbers; uniform in action, character or 

quality; calm, not easily excited or angered; equal in 
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measure or quantity; Impartial or fair' as an adjective; 

as, 

 This is an even surface. 

 His work is not very even. 

 2, 4, 6, 8 are even numbers. 

 They are even. 

 He is a man of even temper. 

 It is an even contest. 

 Note:  

(i)  'Even' is used in the sense of 'to make level or smooth, 

balance, to become level as a verb'; as, 

 He evened a board with a plane.  

 I evened up my accounts. 

 The racing roads evened before the race. 

(ii)  'Even if/even though or even when' is used in the 

sense of 'despite the feet or belief that, no matter 

whether' in the beginning (= starting) of a sentence or 

a clause. 

 In other words, Even if/even though or even when is 

used to introduce the subordinate clause; as, 

 Even if I have to walk all the way in rain, I will go 

there. 

 I like her even though she is so haughty. 

 Even if I become a rich man, I shall never be proud 

of wealth or power. 

 I shall go out, even if it rains today. 

 Even when I go to bed early, I'm still tired in the 

morning. 

 Only 'even' is not used in such sentences; as, 

 Even I go to bed early, I'm still tired in the morning(x) 

 Rule (3) :  

 'Even' is used before a danger of confusion expressing 

word or phrase; as, 

 Many people think that it shows in Norway even in 

the summer. (correct) 

 Many people think that it shows in Norway in the 

summer. (x) 

 Rule (4):  

 'Even now/then' is used in the sense of 'despite what 

has/had happened'; at this or that exact moment' as a 

phrase; as, 

 I have shown him the photographs but even now he 

won't believe me. 

 Even then she would not admit her mistake. 

 The troops are even now preparing to march into the 

city. 

 Rule (5) :  

 'Even so' is used in the sense of 'despite that' as a 

phrase; as, 

 There are a lot of spelling mistakes; even so, it is quite 

a good essay. 

 Rule (6):  

 Read and Learn by heart the following phrases given: 

 Phrases               Meaning 

 be even            to no longer owe somebody 

   money or a favour 

 be/get   even   (with to cause somebody the 

   same amount of somebody) 

   trouble or harm as they have 

   caused you 

 break even  to complete a piece of business 

   etc. without either losing money 

   or making a profit 

 have an even  to be equally likely to do or not 

chance(of doing do something (of doing 

something) something) 

 on even keel   living, working or happening in 

   a calm way, with no sudden 

   changes, especially after a  

   difficult time 

 even the score to harm or punish somebody who 

   has harmed or cheated you in the 

   past 

 even out   to become level or steady,  

   usually after varying a lot 

 even something  to spread things equally over a 

out  period of time or among a  

   number of people 

 even something up to make a situation or a  

   competition more equal 

 even-handed (adj) completely fair, especially when 

   dealing with different groups of 

   people 

 O. Use of 'Else' 

 Rule (1):  

 'Else' is used in the sense of 'besides',  'In addition to' 

as an adverb; as, 

 Did you find anybody else there?        

 Have you anything else to do? 

 Rule (2):  

 'Else' is used in the sense of 'otherwise' as an adverb; 

as. 

 Run, else you will be late. 

 Rule (3):  

 'Else' is used in the sense of In addition to (= 

extra)','other', 'different' after the following words; as, 

 How, what, where, who, somebody, someone, 

anybody, anyone, everybody, everyone, something, 

somewhere, no body, no one etc. 

 Look at these sentences: 

 If you can't accompany me, I shall ask somebody else. 

 Would you like to have anything else ? 

 Where else did you go besides Mumbai ? 
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 Rule (4) : 

  'Or else' is used in the sense of 'If not/then' {= 

otherwise) as an idiom; as, 

 Keep quiet or else I won't be able to finish my lesson 

today. 

 Rule (5):  

 'Else' is used in the sense of 'more'; 'additional'', as. 

 What else do you expect from me ? 

 Note : Apostrophe 's' f's] is used with 'else'; as, 

 My scooter is out of order. 

 You may take somebody else's scooter or motor-

cycle. 

 Rule (6) :  

 'Else' is- used to introduce the second of two 

possibilities; as, 

 He either forgot or else decided not to come. 

 Rule (7):  

 'Else' is used to threaten or warm somebody in 

informal style; as. 

 Just shut up, or else! 

 Note : 

 'Elsewhere' is used in the sense of 'in, at or to another 

place' as an adverb; as, 

 Our favourite restaurant was closed, So we had to go 

else where. 

 Elsewhere, the Weather today has been fairly sunny. 

 Prices are higher here than elsewhere. 

 P. Use of 'Only' 

 Rule (1):  

 'Only' is used in the sense of 'sole'; 'mere'; 'best', most 

competent as an adjective; as, 

 They were the only visitors there. 

 He was the only candidate for the post.  

 Rule (2):  

 'Only' is used in the sense of 'except that', as a 

conjunction; as, 

 This book is likely to be very useful, only it's rather 

expensive. 

 Rule (3):  

 'Only' is used in the sense of 'with the restriction'; 'but' 

as a conjunction; as, 

 You may visit, only don't stay long. 

 Rule (4):  

 'Only' is used in the sense of 'and yet', 'however' as a 

conjunction; as. 

 The apartment is lovely, only I can't afford it. : 

 Rule (5):  

 'Only' is used before the word or phrase which it 

modifies; as, 

 Mr. Thakur only posted the letter to Mr. Jha. (=He 

didn't write it.) 

 Mr. Thakur posted only the letter to Mr. Jha. (= He 

didn 't post the other letters.) 

 Note :  

(i)  'If only' is used to express wish (desire) together. 

 Sometimes 'only' is also used before the main verb; 

as, 

 If only you would stay longer, your English would 

improve. (correct) 

 If you would only stay longer, your English would 

improve. (correct) 

 If you only would stay longer, your English would 

improve. (x) 

(ii)  'Not only ... but also' is used in the sense of 'both ... 

and' as an idiom; as. 

 He not only read the book, but also remembered what 

he had read. 

(iii)  'Only just' is used in the sense of 'not long ago/ 

before'; 'almost not' as an adverb; as, 

 We have only just arrived. He only just caught the 

train. 

(iv)  'Only too' is used in the sense of 'very' as an adverb; 

as, 

 I was only too pleased to help. 

 Q. Use of 'Alone' 

 Rule (1):  

 'Alone' is used in the sense of 'without any other 

people', 'without the help of other people or things', 

'lonely and unhappy or without any friends' as an 

adverb or an adjective; as. 

 The girl was sitting alone in the room. 

 He lives alone in this house. 

 I have thought about getting married, but I prefer 

living 

 alone. 

 He was alone in his room. 

 She was sitting all alone in the hall. 

 It is hard bringing up children alone. 

 Carol felt all alone in the world. 

 R. Use of 'Lonely' 

 Rule: ‘Lonely' is used in the sense of without 

companions', 'sad'; 'unfrequented, remote from cities, 

towns or other places of human habitation, not often 

visited', 'unhappy as a result of being without 

companions', as an adjective; 

 I was very lonely at first but then I made some friends. 

 I was very alone at first but then I made some friends. 

 I didn't know anyone in Patna and felt very lonely. 

 I didn't know anyone in Patna and felt very alone.   (x) 

 Note:  

(i)  'Alone' means 'without other people around you' 

while 'lonely' means 'sad because you are alone and 

feel that nobody loves you or cares about you' 
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(ii)  'On + Possessive Adjectives + own' is used in the 

sense of 'without any one's help or supervision; 

independently' 'Alone' is not used in stead of 'On  + 

Possessive Adjectives + own'; as, 

 Children learn a lot by doing things on their own. 

(v)  Children learn a lot by doing things alone. (x) 

 S. Use of 'There'  

 Rule (1):  

 'There' is used in the sense of 'in that place' as an 

adverb; as, 

 He went there in the evening. 

 Don't sit there. 

 Rule (2):  

 'There' is used in the beginning (= starting) of the 

sentence and to indicate the purpose coming after it 

or with Inversion of subject and verb; as, 

 There are seven days in a week. 

 Rule (3):  

 'There' is used after a preposition to denote that place 

or thing; as, 

 Put the bag under there. 

 Rule (4):  

 'There' is used before a verb to emphasis the verb; as. 

 There goes the last bus. 

 There stands your walking stick in that corner. 

 There lies your patient in the operation theatre. 

 Note:  

(i)  Read and learn by heart the following phrases given: 

 Phrases     Meaning 

1.  All there   having one's wits about one; 

   mentally alert; of normal  

   intelligence 

2.  So there   an    exclamation    that    usually   

   follows   a declaration of refused 

   or defiance 

3.  Then and there  the same time, on that place 

4.  There and then the sometime. Immediate 

 (ii)  If 'there' is used as an adverb, A preposition (= to) is 

not used before it (= there); as, 

 My sister often goes to the indoor pool but I do not 

like going to there. (x) 

 My sister often goes to the indoor pool but I do not 

like going there.    (correct) 

 Remember: 

 But A preposition is used after 'there' and it (= the 

preposition) is an adverb; as, 

 There + Preposition)  Meaning 

 Meaning (Adverbs 

1.   There by    used to introduce the 

    result of the action or 

    situation mentioned 

2.  Therefrom   from the thing  

    mentioned 

3.  There in   in the place, object 

    document etc.  

    mentioned 

4.  There in after   after the time or event 

    mentioned 

5.  Thereof   of the thing mentioned 

6.  There under  under the thing  

    mentioned 

7.  There upon   immediately after the 

    situation mentioned; as 

    a direct result of the 

    situation mentioned 

8.  There with   with or in the thing 

    mentioned; soon or 

    immediately after that 

 T. Use of 'Quickly' 

 Rule:  

 'Quickly' is used in the sense of 'rapidly', 'fast'; 'soon'; 

'after a short time' as an adverb; as,  

 Go there quickly. Do it quickly.  

 She walked quickly away. 

 He replied to my letter very quickly. 

 Note:  

(i)  'Fast' is more often used when you are talking about 

the speed that somebody or something moves at;  

 How fast can a cheetah run ? (correct) 

 How quickly can a cheetah run? (x) 

 You are driving too fast.           (correct)                                  

 You are driving too quickly.       (x) 

(ii)  'Fastly' is a slang word. It is not used in place of 'fast' 

in English language; as. 

 You are driving too fastly. (x) 

 You are driving too fast.      (correct)                                              

(iii)  'Quickly' is the usual adverb from 'quick'; as,  

 My heart started to beat more quickly. (correct)  

 My heart started to beat more fast.         (x) 

 U. Use of 'Scarcely' 

 Rule (1):  

(i)  'Scarcely' is used in the sense of 'hardly', 'barely', 'not 

quite'; 'only just', 'almost not' as an adverb; as, 

 There were scarcely a hundred people present. 

 He has scarcely any money. 

 I can scarcely believe it. 

 Scarcely a week goes by without some new scandal 

in the papers. 

 Rule (2):  

 'Scarcely' is used to say that something happens 

immediately after something else happens; as, 

 He had scarcely put the phone down when the door 

bell rang. 
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 Scarcely had the game started when it began to rain. 

 Rule (3):  

 'Scarcely' is used to suggest that something is not at 

all reasonable or likely; as. 

 It was scarcely an occasion for laughter. 

 She could scarcely complain, could she? 

 Note: 

(i)  'Scarcely and hardly' are used with any, ever, at all 

and the verb—can; as, 

 You hardly / scarcely ever read. 

 The load is so heavy that I can hardly/scarcely lift it. 

(ii)  'Scarcely and hardly' are also used without any, ever, 

at all and the verb—can; as, 

 Hardly / scarcely had he reached the station when the 

train departed. 

 V. Use of 'Barely' 

 Rule (l):  

 'Barely' is used in the sense of 'hardly'/'scarcely'; 'in 

away that is just possible but only with difficulty' as 

an adverb; as, 

 He can barely read and write.   

 She was barely able to stored. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rule (2):  

 'Barely' is used in the sense of 'certainly not more than 

(a particular amount, time, age etc)', 'just' as an 

adverb; as, 

 There are barely twenty girls in the school. 

 We can barely see it. 

 Barely 60% of the population voted. 

 They arrived barely a minute later. 

 Rule (3):  

 'Barely' is used in the sense of 'only a very short time 

before' as an adverb; as, 

 I had barely started speaking when he interrupted me. 
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