
 

EDITORIAL (22 MAY 2019)

 

 

  ONE-LINERS  #20th May, 2019 

Q.1 UN International Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the Victims of 

 Terrorism  = 21 Aug 

Q.2 Rajiv Gandhi In. Airport located in which city = Hyderabad 

Q.3 Full form of LTTE = 10% 

Q.4 Who is the current CEO of Twitter ? = Jack Dorsey 

Q.5 Who is the current CEO of Facebook ? = Mark Zuckerberg 

 

 

 

 

 

VOCABULARY-I 

Prejudices (n-) पूर्वधारणा, preconception 

There are male prejudices about women they they can’t do anything big in life. 

Invasive (adj-) आक्रमणशील, intrude 

The sound of the piano was invasive. 

Quell (v+) शाांत करना, control, suppress 

Extra police were called to quell the disturbance during elections. 

Succour (n/v+) परेशानी में सहायता, assistance in distress 

Prisoners of war were exonerated and succoured. 

Infuse (v+) मन में बैठाना, fill,  

She was infused with a sense of exhilaration. 

VOCABULARY-II 

Rejuvenate (v+) फिर से युर्ा करना, revive, revitalize 

A lot of attempts were made to rejuvenate Odisha after the devastating floods. 

Candour (n+) स्पष्टर्ाफिता, freshness, honesty 

The candour of the speech impressed the audience. 

Disarray (n-) अव्यर्स्था,disarrangement 

The political disarray after the Lok Sabha elections may harm the country. 

Reiterated (v+) िोहराया, repeat 

All the parties reiterated their opposition when GST was implemented.  

Candid (n+) स्पष्ट, clear, honest 

It is better to let the photographer mingle among the guests and take candid shots. 



 
 Being responsive 

The government must ensure justice in cases of human rights violations in J&K… 

The government’s decision to shut down communication with UN Special 

Rapporteurs seeking to question India on alleged human rights violations in 

Jammu and Kashmir may appear extreme, but is in line with its reaction to such 

international reports over the last few years. 

 In a letter dated April 23, India’s permanent mission to the UN in 

Geneva wrote to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights rejecting any reference to the UN’s original June 2018 report 

on J&K as well as Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, and refused to respond 

to questions about deaths of 69 civilians between 2016 and 2018 in 

violence in the Valley.  

 In its objections, the government said the report was “false and 

motivated”, that its conclusions and recommendations were violative 

of India’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, and accused the Special 

Rapporteurs preparing the report of “individual prejudices” against 

India.  

 In addition, India drew notice to the Pulwama attack this year, calling 

terrorism the “grossest” violation of human rights, not the allegations 

against the security forces.  

 As a result, the government has decided to treat all allegations made 

by the UN Special Rapporteurs as a “closed chapter” and will not 

engage further on it. 

 Two Kashmiri NGOs also released a report on Monday documenting 

432 specific cases of alleged brutality by security forces in Kashmir, 

including electrocution, ‘water-boarding’ and sexual torture of 

civilians, of which only about 27 were taken up by the State Human 

Rights Commission.  

Q.1   Jammu & Kashmir has special autonomy under ________ of the 

Constitution of India. 

 1. Article 302 2.  Article 320 3.  Article 324  

 4.  Article 370 5.  Article 371 

Ans: 4 

Q.2   Constitution of Jammu and Kashmir was enacted in which year ? 

 1. 1947 2.  1948 3.  1950   

 4.  1951 5.  1956 

Ans: 5 

Q.3    How many regional languages are mentioned in Jammu-Kashmir 

constitution ? 

 1. 04 2.  05 3.  07 

 4.  08 5.  03 

Ans: 4 

Q.4     What is the official Language of Jammu & Kashmir ? 

 1. Kashmiri  2.  Dogri  3.  Urdu  

 4.  Pahari   5.  Ladakhi 

Ans: 3 

Q.5    According to area, what is the rank of Jammu-Kashmir ? 

 1. 03 2.  04 3.  05 

 4.  06 5.  07 

Ans: 3 

 

Q.6    On Oct 26,_____, Maharaja Hari Singh signed the Instrument of     

Accession.  

 1. 1946 2.  1947  3.  1948 

 4.  1949 5.  1950 

Ans: 2 

Q.7    Total number of Lok Sabha constituency in Jammu-Kashmir ? 

 1. 04 2.  05 3.  06 

 4.  07 5.  08 

Ans: 3 

Q.8    Which is the summer capital of Jammu-Kashmir ? 

 1. Jammu 2.  Srinagar 3.  Leh 

 4.  Both 1 & 2 5.  Udhampur 

Ans: 2 

 

 

The IBSA task list 

Why this unique grouping of India, Brazil and South Africa must be revitalised… 

Even as two member-states (India and South Africa) of the IBSA Dialogue Forum 

have been busy with national elections and the third (Brazil) is settling down after 

its recent presidential elections, their foreign policy mandarins met in Kochi, May 

3-5.  



 

 

 IBSA Dialogue Forum 

 IBSA Dialogue Forum (India, Brazil, South Africa) is an international 

tripartite grouping for promoting international cooperation among 

these countries. 

 Brasilia Declaration 

 On 6 June 2003, the Brasilia declaration was signed by the foreign 

ministers of India, Brazil & South Africa. They agreed on the urgent 

need for reforms in the UN, especially the Security Council. 

 

 The central goal was to develop a blueprint to rejuvenate IBSA, widely 

viewed as a unique voice for the Global South.  

 Will this endeavour succeed ? 

 The idea of creating a grouping composed of major democracies of 

three continents, Asia, Africa and South America, emerged from the 

disarray at the end of the 20th century, and the perceived need for 

developing countries to forge decisive leadership. 

 IBSA was launched through the Brasilia Declaration in 2003.  

 Its summits, between 2006 and 2011, gave it a special global profile. 

 But, 2011 onwards, BRICS, the larger group comprising IBSA 

countries, China and Russia, started to overshadow IBSA.  

 IBSA has been unable, until now, to hold its sixth summit.  

 The glue that binds IBSA countries together is their faith in 

democracy, diversity, plurality, inclusivity, human rights and rule of 

law. 

 In particular, it is strongly committed to the expansion of the UN 

Security Council. As Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj put it, “We 

three have to ensure that our collective voice is heard clearly in BRICS 

and other groups on UN Security Council reforms, since if we do not 

speak for our own interests, no one else will.” 

 In fact, IBSA has been notching up a number of quiet successes.  

 First, the three Foreign Ministers have been meeting regularly to 

provide a coordinated leadership to the grouping.  

 The last meeting of the Trilateral Ministerial Commission took place 

in New York in September 2018.  

 Second, while the India, Brazil and South Africa Facility for Poverty 

and Hunger Alleviation (IBSA Fund) is small in monetary terms, it 

has succeeded in implementing 31 development projects in diverse 

countries: Burundi, Guinea-Bissau, State of Palestine, Cambodia and 

Vietnam. 

ARTICLE OF THE DAY 

The central idea of the Republic, that the country belongs to 

all equally, is in tatters today 

There is much that lies badly broken in India today. The economy 

desperately needs to be repaired, as do rural distress, the job crisis 

and the free-falling rupee. The country’s institutions demand 

urgently to be rebuilt — the media, police, judiciary, universities, 

the planning process, the Election Commission of India. But above 

all, if there is one thing that stands most dangerously damaged, it 

is our constitutional pledge of a secular democracy. What are the 

prospects of rebuilding this? 

Shrill, divisive campaign 

Listen carefully to the speeches in the shrill summer election 

campaign which has just come to a halt. From their podiums, 

Opposition leaders spoke of everything else — the agony of 

farmers, unemployed youth, suspect defence deals, crony 

capitalism and indeed crony institutions. But rarely did they speak 

of lynching, of violence against Muslims, Christians and Dalits, of 

the fear which has become normalised in their daily lives, of our 

wrecked social contract of equality and harmony. And never did 

they speak of secularism. 

The imagination of secularism in the Indian Republic was rooted 

in its singularly pluralist civilisational ethos, in the lives and work 

of Ashoka and Akbar, in the teachings of Buddha, Kabir and 

Nanak. It was illuminated by our struggle for freedom, in the 

humanist and egalitarian convictions of Gandhi and Ambedkar, 

Maulana Azad and Nehru. It was the central iridescent idea: that 

this newly-freed country would belong equally to all its people. 

People of no religion, no language, no caste, no ethnicity, no 

gender, no class would be entitled to lay claim to the country more 

than any other. 

Secularism is the soul of India’s Constitution. Today the letter of 

this Constitution still remains unaltered, but its soul is mangled 

and choked. Not just the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP); even 

Opposition parties seem to have accepted that India is no longer 

the secular country born of the legacy of India’s freedom struggle, 

but a majoritarian Hindu country. In this new India, people of 

minority religions, castes and gender are second-class. Their safety 

and well-being are dependent now on the consent and will of the 

majority upper-caste, patriarchal Hindu, and the dictates of this 

https://www.thehindu.com/tag/1421-1420-1349/democracy/?utm=bodytag


 
Hindu are interpreted and violently mediated by the ideology of 

Hindutva. 

It is a grave mistake to frame the 2019 general election as a battle 

of Narendra Modi against the rest. This is how Prime Minister 

Modi, referring to himself repeatedly in the third person, has 

framed this bitter electoral contest. This is how the Opposition has 

fought the electoral battle, of Mr. Modi versus the rest. This is how 

the majority of Indian voters view this combat. 

RSS vs. Constitution 

However, the electoral battle waged around the country is truly a 

different one. On one side stands the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 

Sangh (RSS) and on the other is the secular idea of the Indian 

Constitution. Mr. Modi is a formidable, pugnacious, tireless and 

immensely popular mascot of the Hindu supremacist ideology of 

the RSS; and his image is powerfully buttressed by a pliant 

corporate media and dizzying levels of spending on a public 

relations blitz to manufacture consent. But the central danger to 

secular India is not the personality of Mr. Modi. It is the 

penetration of the RSS into every institution of the country, into 

every political party, the media, the university, the judiciary, the 

civil services, and most dangerously into mainstream everyday 

social life of every ordinary Indian. 

In the RSS worldview, Muslims and Christians are not 

authentically Indian, their loyalty to the Indian nation is and will 

always remain suspect; therefore, they need to be tamed, to be 

continuously shown their subordinate status in the Indian polity 

and society. It is for this reason that virulent hate speech was so 

central to this election campaign, with Mr. Modi mocking his rival, 

Congress president Rahul Gandhi, for seeking election in a 

constituency in which he would have to depend in part on Muslim 

and Christian voters; and other BJP leaders and candidates raging 

against the threats of the ‘green virus’ and ‘termites’. It is for this 

reason that BJP president Amit Shah pledges to extend the 

National Register of Citizens to all parts of India, while ensuring 

citizenship to Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists from other parts of the 

subcontinent; in this way brazenly turning on its head the core 

constitutional idea that a person’s religion is irrelevant to her rights 

to equal citizenship. And it is for this reason that lynching of 

Muslims and attacks on Christian places of worship, openly 

valorised by ruling party leaders, became the overarching symbols 

of the newly forged relationship of the majoritarian Hindu state 

with its now inferior religious minorities. 

 

 

 

 

 

In a place of fear 

If Mr. Modi is returned with an emphatic majority when ballots 

are counted on May 23, as many exit polls predict, this will herald 

that India has fallen deep into a cold hard place of hate and fear. It 

will signal that a significant majority of Hindus endorse the Hindu 

supremacist ideology of the RSS. It will indicate the popular 

abandonment of the secular and humane vision of India’s 

Constitution, and its replacement by a violent and chauvinist 

majoritarian Hindu nationalism, which is suspicious and hateful in 

its relations with people who follow minority religious faiths. This 

outcome would also further imperil all left, liberal and democratic 

dissenting voices, in civil society, in the media, in universities, and 

in letters and the arts. 

A second scenario, anticipated by a much smaller number of 

political commentators, is of reduced support for the National 

Democratic Alliance (NDA), its tally falling short of the half-way 

mark. In such a situation, they anticipate the possibility that many 

regional parties could be persuaded to support an NDA 

government only if it is led by a less belligerent leader than Mr. 

Modi, possibly Nitin Gadkari or Rajnath Singh. Many are relieved 

by the possibility of such an outcome: anyone other than Mr. Modi 

would be welcome, they reason. But it would be a dangerous 

mistake to believe that such a choice would pull India out of the 

dark abyss into which it has slipped. Even with a more acceptable 

face, as with Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the RSS would use political 

power to further penetrate all institutions, and enfeeble what 

survives of secular practice. 

The least expected scenario, of the victory of the United 

Progressive Alliance or a federal front of regional parties, cannot 

be ruled out yet. After all, the BJP has lost no exit polls since 2004, 

but it lost many elections. However, even with such an outcome, 

the crusade against secular democracy waged with such vigour by 

the RSS will not be won. The appetite and moral courage to fight 

majoritarian politics head-on stands perilously weakened among 

Opposition political parties. Whatever the final outcome, this fight 

to salvage, defend and fortify secularism will have to be fought by 

the Indian people. India is today a wasteland of compassion. It will 

take generations to clean out the toxins of hate from Indian society. 

It is a battle that must be waged with courage, with perseverance 

and with love. History in the end is on our side. 

 

 

TOLL FREE No :  1800-103-5225 (9 am to 6 pm 

https://mahendras.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnjwoYB6wC4

