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Q.1   SBI was fined _____ for non-compliance with the directions issued by the  RBI 

on Income Recognition and Asset Classification (IRAC) norms. 

 1. ₹1 crore  

 2. ₹5 crore  

 3. ₹3 crore  

 4. ₹7 crore  

 5. ₹10 crore  

Ans: 4 

Q.2   RBI also imposed a ______ fine on Union Bank for non-compliance with  the 

directions on the cybersecurity framework. 

 1. ₹5 lakh 

 2. ₹20 lakh 

 3. ₹15 lakh 

 4. ₹10 lakh 

 5. ₹12 lakh 

Ans: 4 

Q.3   The Kasarkod beach is located in which state ? 

 1. Kerala 

 2. Gujarat 

 3. Maharashtra 

 4. Goa 

 5. Karnataka 

Ans: 5 

Q.4    Earlier this year, the Cabinet approved the Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan 

Mahabhiyan (KUSUM). With a Budget allocation of - 

 1. ₹30,000 cr. 

 2. ₹32,000 cr. 

 3. ₹35,000 cr. 

 4. ₹39,000 cr. 

 5. ₹34,000 cr. 

Ans: 5 

Q.5   The ICJ, on July 17, 2019, ruled with a decisive vote _____ that Mr. Jadhav  

cannot be executed by Pakistan, and that he must be given adequate  consular 

access and a fair trial. 

 1. (12-4) 

 2. (14-2) 

 3. (15-1) 



 
 4. (10-6) 

 5. (11-5) 

Ans: 3 

 

 

 

 It notes that the number of countries regarded as safe for journalists 

is on the decline; this should be a wake-up call.  

 In 2018, at least six Indian journalists were killed in the line of their 

work, the report said. India’s rank fell by two places to 140 from 138 

— in 2016 it was 133 and in 2017 it was 136.  

 In 2014 India’s ranking was 140, but this year’s setback is qualitatively 

different. The report notes that organised campaigns by supporters of 

Hindutva “to purge all manifestations of ‘anti-national’ thought from 

the national debate” is putting journalists in danger.  

 Women journalists are particularly at the receiving end, and covering 

sensitive but important topics of public interest such as separatism in 

Jammu and Kashmir and Maoist insurgency has become more 

difficult.  

 In India, the Centre and several State governments have not merely 

shown extreme intolerance towards objective and critical reporting 

but also taken unprecedented measures to restrict journalism.  

 The Finance Minister’s recent order barring credentialed reporters 

from the Ministry’s premises is a case in point but this is not an 

isolated measure.  
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Sword against pen 

India needs a free and independent media for its own 
well-being 

ARTICLE OF THE DAY / 18 JULY 2019 

 Journalists are facing heightened threats around the globe, according to the 2019 World Press Freedom Index compiled 

by Reporters Without Borders (RSF), covering 180 countries and territories. It notes that the number of countries regarded as safe 

for journalists is on the decline; this should be a wake-up call. Hatred of journalists has degenerated into violence in many places, 

and India is no exception. In 2018, at least six Indian journalists were killed in the line of their work, the report said. India’s rank 

fell by two places to 140 from 138 — in 2016 it was 133 and in 2017 it was 136. In 2014 India’s ranking was 140, but this year’s 

setback is qualitatively different. The report notes that organised campaigns by supporters of Hindutva “to purge all manifestations 

of ‘anti-national’ thought from the national debate” is putting journalists in danger. Women journalists are particularly at the 

receiving end, and covering sensitive but important topics of public interest such as separatism in Jammu and Kashmir and Maoist 

insurgency has become more difficult. Authorities use anachronistic sedition laws against journalists, who also face the wrath of 

militants and criminal gangs. 

Hostility towards the media is a defining feature of hyper-nationalist politics in many countries. In India, the Centre and several 

State governments have not merely shown extreme intolerance towards objective and critical reporting but also taken 

unprecedented measures to restrict journalism. The Finance Minister’s recent order barring credentialed reporters from the 

Ministry’s premises is a case in point but this is not an isolated measure. There is a systematic attempt to limit the scope of 

journalism in India through physical restrictions, denial of information and hostile rhetoric against journalists by senior government 

functionaries. The Narendra Modi government is unlikely to take the RSF report seriously. While expression of concern by foreign 

countries or global bodies regarding human rights, religious violence or media freedom is routinely dismissed as external 

interference in India’s sovereignty, the government knows all too well that in a globalised world these perceptions matter. What 

else would explain the Prime Minister’s single-minded pursuit to improve India’s position in the World Bank’s annual Ease of 

Doing Business ranking? If India is concerned about its reputation in terms of business and investment, it should be equally or 

even more concerned about its standing as a democratic, pluralist country with a free and dynamic press. That is not so much for 

the inflow of investment or luring global corporations, which may care little about a destination-country’s democratic credentials 

— but for India’s well-being. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

1. World Press Freedom Index 2019 compiled by Reporters without Borders (RSF), covering 180 countries and territories. 

2. India ranked 140 out of 180 in the Press freedom Index of 2019. 

3. The parameters that are evaluated include the level of pluralism, media independence, environment and self-censorship, legal 

framework, transparency, and the quality of the infrastructure that supports the production of news and information. 

4. In 2018, at least six Indian journalists were killed in the line of their work, the report said. India’s rank fell by two places to 

140 from 138 — in 2016 it was 133 and in 2017 it was 136. 

5. Reporters Without Borders (RWB), also known under its original name Reporters Sans Frontières (RSF), is an international 

non-profit, non-governmental organization based in Paris that conducts political advocacy on issues relating to freedom of 

information and freedom of the press. 
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