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VOCABULARY-I 

Radical (adj+) मौलिक, fundamental 

The government is sure to bring a radical reform in economy of India. 

Bickering (v4-) किह, argument, dispute 

The government decided not to bicker over petty issues. 

Quiescently (adv+) खामोशी के साथ, quietly 

Strikes were headed by those workers who had previously protested quiescently. 

Colluding (v4) कपट-संलि करना, conspiring 

All other political parties are colluding with one another to topple the 

government. 

Plummeted (v2/v3-) डूबना, लिरना, fall, plunge 

Share prices plummeted due to the U.S. sanctions on Iran on oil-import and 

export. 

Intrusive (adj-) हस्तके्षप करने वािे, interfere, meddlesome, unwelcome 

Some parents reacted badly to the intrusive questions by the journalists. 

Iota (n-/+) लबंदुमात्र, ounce, extremely small amount 

The accusation of bribery could not make an iota of difference on his political 

career. 

Strangle (v1-) ििा घोंटना, throttle, choke, stifle 

The dowry victim was strangled cruelly with a scarf. 

Unravelling (v4+) सुिझाना, resolve 

Detectives are trying to unravel the mystery of the death of a wealthy 

businessman. 

Welter (n-) झमेिा, confusion, jumble 

The animals at the zoo were always in a welter right before feeding time. 

 

 
Facing the climate emergency 

The politics of the climate crisis needs a radical transformation — people’s 

movements are a spark of hope… 

A recent paper in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the 

U.S.A. shows that global warming during the past half century has contributed 

to a differential change in income across countries. 

 Already wealthy countries have become wealthier and developing 

countries have been made poorer in relative terms during this time. 

India’s GDP growth penalty between 1961 and 2010 is in the order of 

31% for the period, whereas Norway gained about 34% on a per 

capita basis.  

 More recently, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services has reported that, worldwide, the 

abundance of species has reduced by at least one-fifth, about a million 



 
species are under threat of extinction in the next few decades and 85% 

of wetlands have been lost. 

 The Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister did not hold an 

emergency meeting to discuss the loss of economic output because of 

climate change or the effects from loss of biodiversity in India.  

 The manifestos of the political parties contesting the Indian general 

election barely took note of questions relating to climate and 

environment. 

 The International Monetary Fund estimates in a recent working paper 

that fossil fuel subsidies were $4.7 trillion in 2015 and estimated to be 

$5.2 trillion in 2017.  

 It goes on to say that efficient fossil fuel pricing would have reduced 

global carbon emissions by 28%. 

 The Arctic is melting rapidly and the tenor of the recent discussions 

among Arctic countries suggests that even as increasing glacier melt is 

responsible for opening up shipping in the area, superpowers are 

angling to access wealth from the oil, gas, uranium and precious 

metals in the region. 

 Mozambique recently had two successive intense cyclones, Idai and 

Kenneth, with widespread devastation. 

 Policies and commitments make it clear that most governments and 

businesses are not interested in dealing with the climate and ecological 

crises.  

 They will certainly not give these the central attention they deserve in 

these times of an emergency; they barely even acknowledge them. 

 The atmosphere now has concentrations of over 415 parts per million 

(ppm) of carbon dioxide, compared to 280 ppm in pre-industrial times. 

But then, fossil fuel companies and politicians have known about 

climate change for at least 30 years.  

 They have funded misinformation regarding climate directly, taking 

lessons from tobacco companies that propagated lies for decades about 

cigarettes being safe.  

 The documentary film Merchants of Doubt describes how a handful 

of scientists have obscured the truth on global warming so that 

business profits can continue to flow.  

 The fossil fuel industry has also funded politicians, so their words and 

laws are already bought. 
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