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Motivational thought 

A river cuts through rock, not because of its power but because of its persistence. 

नदी चट्टान को अपनी ताक़त से नहीं अपनी दृढ़ता से काट देती ह|ै 

 
Important Vocabularies 

Deprive(of)(V)- dispossess, divest- वंचचत करना 

Light footed(Adj.)- agile, deft-फुतीला 

Fidelity(N)- loyalty, allegiance, obedience- चवश्वस्तता 

The letter and spirit of the Constitution (Idiom)- To obey the literal interpretation of the words of the law, but 

not necessarily the intent of those who wrote the law. 

Charter(N)- authority, authorization, sanction चवशेषाचिकार 

Wreak (vengeance) (V)- inflict (vengeance)- बदला लेना 

Apathy(N)- indifference, unconcern- उदासीनता 

Acquittals(N)- absolution, clearing, exoneration-दोषमचुि 

Transmogrify(V)- transform in a surprising or magical manner-बदल डालना  

Suo motu (latin legal term)- on its own motion-स्वेच्छा 

oblivious(Adj.)- unaware, unconscious, heedless- भलूने वाला 

Dead letter(Idiom)-An existing law or agreement that is no longer obeyed. 



FAULT LINES IN A ‘LANDMARK’ JUDGMENT 

The verdict on the SC/ST Atrocities Act marks the collapse (विनाश)of the constitutional scheme to protect the 

weaker sections. 

On July 6, the day of his retirement as a judge of the Supreme Court, Justice A.K. Goel defended the verdict that 

he delivered on March 20, 2018 for the bench — framing guidelines on how to deal with a person accused under 

the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989. 

ACT- 

Atrocities Act The scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 is an Act of the 

Parliament of India enacted to prevent atrocities (अत्याचारों)against scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. The Act 

is popularly known as POA, the SC/ST Act, the Prevention of Atrocities Act, or simply the Atrocities Act. 

The Goel verdict symbolises the collapse of the constitutional scheme to protect the weaker sections of society 

as well as a certain intolerance of persons in high places towards requirements of social justice. 

The demand for “an inbuilt provision” to protect those falsely accused under the Act was first raised by a 

parliamentary committee in December 2014 and the apex court did so in March 2018. And the government is 

rather lightfooted in seeking a recall/revision of the verdict. 

In essence, the verdict is based on a lot we don’t know.  

For example, while the court appears to have mistaken a large number of acquittals in atrocities cases to be false 

cases,  

 The general consensus(आम राय) is that police apathy. 

 The social and the economic might of the accused and the dependence of SC/STs on those accused 

would have resulted in acquittals. 

 Similarly, there is no precise data on the scale and extent to which the Act has been misused by 

SC/ST employees.  

 Since the bench obviously saw a broader pattern of misuse of the Act, it had all the power to initiate 

suo motu proceedings to examine the issue, or refer the matter to a larger bench.  

Article 338 clause 9 stipulates: The Union and every State Government shall consult the Commission [National 

Commission for Scheduled Castes] on all major policy matters affecting Scheduled Castes. 

Article 338A, which created the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, provides the same procedure (as 

per Clause 9) in case of STs. Therefore, when the court wears the policy-making hat in matters related to 

SC/STs, it too is constitutionally-bound to consult these commissions. 

One can advance two grounds for not following Article 338.  

 The first is that what the court did was tweaking to issue guidelines and is not a “major” policy 

matter. 

 The second and more substantive justification could be that since no government has cared to follow 

this procedure since 1950, why bother the top court with such an archaic(obsolete-परुातन) provision? 

The twist in the tale is the Constitution (123rd Amendment) which seeks to create the new National Commission 

for Backward Classes under a new Article 338B. This too has clause 9 in verbatim(literally-अक्षरश:).  

At least the government must explain why it is replicating(copying-उत्तर देना) a consultative procedure for the Other 

Backward Classes which remains a dead letter in the case of SC/STs. 

The task of balancing the rights of innocent persons facing false accusations and the need to accord legitimacy 

to the Atrocities Act requires compassion, equanimity, reverence for the Constitution and awareness so even 

impromptu comments from the top court will acquire the force of law. Unfortunately, the March 20 verdict lost 

that balance. 



Tone 

FAULT LINES IN A ‘LANDMARK’ JUDGMENT 

Accusing 

(to charge with the fault, offense) 

The following sentence is divided into five parts i.e. (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5). Among these five parts, you have 

to find out incorrect part(s) of the sentence. If none of the options follow your choice mark (5) i.e. No Error as 

your answer. 

Some youngsters retreat entire,(1)/ their eyes empty, bodies limp,(2)/ his isolation a wall of defiance and 

others(3)/ cannot sit still: watchful,(4)/ hyperactive, ever uncertain.(5) 

(1) If there is an error in the part (1) and (3) 

(2) If there are error in the both parts (1) and (2) 

(3) If there are error in the both parts (3) and (5) 

(4) If there are error in the both parts (2) and (3) 

(5) If there is no error at all or part (5) 

Option (1) 

Explanation: part (1): use ‘entirely’, part (3) use ‘their’. 

Q.1. What is the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu? 

 

Kalvakuntla Chandrashekar Rao 

Edappadi K. Palaniswami 

Manohar Lal Khattar 

E. S. L. Narasimhan 

N. Chandrababu Naidu 

 

Option (2) 

DESCRIPTIVE PART 

Informal letter 

Format 

Sender’s add 

Dated 

Salutation(Dear mother, sister, brother etc) 

I hope this letter finds you in the best in health and spirits……………… 

Body 

I hope to see you soon. 

Yours lovingly 

XYZ 

Important Vocabularies 

Turn into(Phr. Verb)-be transformed into.-में बदलना  

Extensive(Adj.)-large, large-scale, sizeable-व्यापक 

Intensive(Adj.)-thorough, in-depth, rigorous-गहन 

Census(N)-an official count-गणना 

Quadrennial(Adj.)-recurring every four years.-चतुवााचषाक 

COUNTING THE TIGER 



The increasing use of camera traps has turned the tiger census into a complex exercise that combines extensive 

field work with intensive number-crunching. Aathira Perinchery reports on India’s fourth national tiger census 

from Tamil Nadu’s Anamalai Tiger Reserve. 

This year, almost 15,000 pairs of camera ‘traps’ are being placed across protected areas 

 
reserve forests in 18 States — all to count the elusive national animal. 

The quadrennial survey will cover almost 4,00,000 sq km of tiger habitats in India.  

For the first time ever, India will be conducting the census along with the three other tiger-range countries — 

Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh. 

Representatives from these countries have completed their training in India. 

According to the WII and NTCA, India’s tiger population has been observed to increase at a rate of around 

5.8% per year since 2006. The estimation in 2014 pegged tiger numbers at 2,226. The same year, the news that 

global tiger numbers grew from 3,200 in 2010 to 3,890 in 2014 caused much cheer. 

 Just as the pugmark census was replaced with a more robust camera trap system, there is an urgent 

need to update existing data analysis methods. 

The ATR (which has nearly 75 more camera traps this season) has finished its camera-trapping exercise 

and lent its camera traps to five surrounding forest divisions — Theni, Dindigul, Srivilliputhur, and the 

Kodaikanal Wildlife Sanctuary— where camera-trapping will be conducted for the first time. 

TONE 

COUNTING THE TIGER  

Informative 

 
 


