
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL OF THE DAY 17-07-18 

 

Dark clouds over the RTI 

Strike another blow against: act forcefully in against of something (for example a belief, principle or 

group of people) 

Whistle Blowers Protection Act, 2011 is an Act in the Parliament of India which provides a mechanism 

to investigate alleged corruption and misuse of power by public servants and also protect anyone who 

exposes alleged wrongdoing in government bodies, projects and offices. 

Dispensation(N)- system, order- व्यवस्था 

 

IMPORTANT VOCABULARIES 

 

Feudal(Adj.)- denoting the system of feudalism.-सामंती 

Back off (Phr.V)- To retreat on a particular idea or course of action-छोड़ देना 

Irony(N)- paradox, incongruity- व्यंगोक्ति 

Stonewalled(V)- delay, obstruct (a request, process, or person) by refusing to answer questions or by 

being evasive-अनसुना करना 

Euphemism(N)- substitute, understatement-पे्रयोक्ति 



 

Push through(Phr. V)- to force passage of a motion or law. 

e.g. The committee chairman managed to push the bill through the committee. 

Negate(V): nullify, invalidate 

Steamroller(V)- to forcibly pass a measure by restricting debate- दमनकारी शक्ति 

Suo moto(Phrase)- "on its own motion," is a Latin legal term, it is used where a government agency 

acts on its own cognizance. 

Put up(Phr. verb)- to nominate (2)- carry on 

 

Dark clouds over the RTI 

 

• The BJP government has struck another blow against transparency and accountability. 

• Item 14 in the legislative agenda of the monsoon session of Parliament (from July 18) says: 

“To amend The Right to Information (RTI) Act 2005 — for Introduction, Consideration, and 

Passing.” 

• Since 2005, the RTI Act has helped transform the relationship between the citizen and 

government, 

   -  dismantle illegitimate concentrations of power,  

   -  legitimise the demand for answers,  

   - assist people in changing centuries of feudal and colonial relationships.  

• But public servants, troubled by accountability, have seen this as interference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dark clouds over the RTI 

• Intent of this government is questionable. 

• For some time now, major pieces of legislation, including those that affect the transparency 

regime, are being pushed through without being sent to multi-party standing committees. 

•   

• There have been steps to steamroller legislative measures (in the garb of money Bills) that 

have destabilised access to information such as Aadhaar and electoral bonds. 

• The spirit of the RTI law lies in not just the filing of an RTI application and getting an answer.  

• Accountability to the people should have been institutionalised through a strong social 

accountability and Grievance Redress Act 

 

TONE 

Dark clouds over the RTI 

DOUBLE FILLER 

In the sentences given below there are two blank spaces and five pairs of words have been 

denoted by numbers (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) given below it. Find out which pair of words can 

be filled in the blanks in order to make a meaningful sentence. 

The original proposal by the present RBI governor, who will ________ over the MPC as RBI 

governor, envisaged a committee of five, _______ by the RBI and with complete authority to 

set rates. 

(1) reside, advanced (2) preside, chosen (3) measure, grew 

(4) file, chosen  (5) consume, dilapidated 

option (2) 

 

Question 

. Explain how RTI  act brings accountability and transparency in the governance.  (200 words) 

IMPORTANT VOCABULARIES 

 

 

Overdue correction 

Yield(V)- produce, provide-प्रदान करना 



 

Revisit(V)- rethink, reconsider-दोबारा सोचना 

Entail(V)- necessitate, prompt-अक्तनवायय बनाना 

Contour(N)- outline, shape- आकृक्तत 

Adjudicatory(Adj.)- related to adjudication- अक्तिक्तनर्ययन  सम्बन्िी 

Discretion(N)- choice, judgement- . क्तनर्यय 

Construe(V)- interpret, understand-समझना 

Discourse(N)- discussion, dialogue- बातचीत 

Spook(V)- frighten, unnerve-डराना 

Stray(V)- random, accidental-  एकाएक क्तकया हुआ 

Malfeasance(N)- wrongdoing, malpractice- अनाचार 

 

Overdue correction 

• The Centre has announced the constitution of a committee to revisit several provisions of the 

Companies Act, 2013 that impose stiff penalties and, in some cases, prison terms as well. 

• 10-member committee appointed by the Corporate Affairs Ministry has been tasked with 

checking if certain offences can be ‘de-criminalised’.  

• The panel, which includes top banker Uday Kotak, has been given 30 days to work out 

whether some of the violations that can attract imprisonment (such as a clerical failure by 

directors to make adequate disclosures about their interests) may instead be punished with 

monetary fines.  

• It will also examine if offences punishable with a fine or imprisonment may be re-categorised 

as ‘acts’ that attract civil liabilities.  

• Importantly, the committee has also been asked to suggest the broad contours for an 

adjudicatory mechanism that allows penalties to be levied for minor violations, perhaps in an 

automated manner, with minimal discretion available to officials.  

• The government hopes such changes in the regulatory regime would allow trial courts to 

devote greater attention to serious offences rather than get overloaded with cases as zealous 

officials blindly pursue prosecutions for even minor violations.  

• When the NDA came to power in May 2014, a comprehensive review of the Companies Act 

was at the top of industry’s wish list as a means to revive the economy.  

• Four years down the line, the government is finally moving purposefully on this, a rethink 

perhaps triggered by the fact that private sector investment is yet to pick up steam and capital 

still seeks foreign shores to avoid regulatory risks.  



 

 

TONE 

Overdue correction 

SENTENCE REARRANGEMENT 

If part (A) is fixed, rearrange the other parts of the sentence. If they are already in their 

correct place, choose (5) as your answer. 

Recognising that universities in India need to be(A)/ the government has initiated(B)/ 

significantly empowered in order to achieve excellence, (C)/ regulation, accreditation, 

rankings, autonomy, and internationalisation(D)/ five major reforms in the areas of (E). 

1)ABECD  (2)ACEBD  (3)ACBED   

(4)ACDBE         (5)No Change Required 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


