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The problems with the HECI draft Bill

Overregulate(V)- To burden excessively with rules and regulations:

Micromanage(V)- control every part, however small.

Stifle(V)- suppress, smother- गला घोंटना
Deliberate(Adj.)- intentional, calculated- जानबूझकर
Disburse(V)- spend, expend- व्यय करना
Patronage(N)- backing, funding- सहायता (2) favoritism, nepotism(N)- पक्षपात
Trivialize(V)- minimize, underplay- महत्वहीन बना देना
Non-compliance(N)- failure to act in accordance with a wish or command- आज्ञाभगं
Call for(P.V)- require, demand- मांगना
Turpitude(N)- wickedness, immorality- अधमता

IMPORTANT VOCABULARIES



The draft Higher Education Commission of India (Repeal of University Grants Commission

Act) Bill, 2018 (HECI), aims to replace a historical statutory body, the UGC.

Human Resource Development Minister Prakash Javadekar gave merely 10 days to

stakeholders to submit their feedback on the Bill.

Draft Bill is in accordance with the government’s commitment to reform the regulatory

mechanism to provide “more autonomy” to higher education institutes.

UGC needs to be restructured in a manner that will ensure that its autonomy is

strengthened without any scope for patronage politics and political interference.

IMPORTANT VOCABULARIES



The problems with the HECI draft Bill
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The problems with the HECI draft Bill

The powers and functions of the HECI trivialize(A)/ the concept into 

autonomy,(B)/ not the least because (C)/ non-compliance could result in fines 

or jail sentence.(D)/ No Error (E)

1. Only (A)

2. Only (B)

3. Both (A) and (B)

4. Both (C) and (D)

5. No Error

COMMON ERROR



Mercenary conservation 

Mercenary(Adj.)- money-oriented, avaricious- स्वार्थलोलपु
Flora and fauna- Flora is plant life; fauna refers to animals.

Carcass(N)- the dead body of an animal- मतृशरीर
Rogue(N)- villain, a dishonest man- दषु्ट
Veterinarian(N)- a person qualified to treat diseased or injured animals- पशु चिककत्सक
Poach(V)- illegally hunt or catch (game or fish) on land that is not one's own or in 

contravention of official protection, plunder- अवैध शशकार करना
Alpha(N)- denoting the dominant animal or human in a particular group.

IMPORTANT VOCABULARIES



Karnataka recently drafted Private Conservancy Rules in a bid to increase forest area 

through private land. 

Though policies are different in India and South Africa, there has been much talk about 

how we are going down the Africa way with this new approach. 

Private reserve owners treat wildlife in any way they deem fit. 

Though these wildlife spaces are massive, they are private and hence fenced. This constantly 

challenges and changes the natural behaviour of wildlife.

The rules for poaching are still in the grey. 

Even though South African game reserves claim to respect wildlife, it is a business for them 

as their animals are bred and gunned down for money. 

IMPORTANT VOCABULARIES



Mercenary conservation 

ACERBIC

TONE



Mercenary conservation 

Even though South African game reserves claim to ______ wildlife, it is a business for them 

as their animals are bred and gunned down for money. If money weren’t a motivating 

factor, the spaces would have ______ being agricultural lands.

1. socialise, continued

2. politicise, continuing

3. respect, continued

4. fit, continuum

5. rump, continued

FILLER



Staying vigilant on Nipah

Outbreak(N)- eruption, outburst, breakout- प्रादभुाथव
Spill over – (P V) (of a bad situation or strong emotion) reach a point at which it can no 

longer be controlled or contained.

Spillover(N)- a thing that spreads or has spread into another area, overflow, 

overabundance- सलैाब
Deforestation(N)- the action of clearing a wide area of trees- वनों की कटाई
Urbanization(N)- the process of making an area more urban.- शहरीकरण
Mutate(V)- change, metamorphose- रूप बदलना
Parochial(Adj.)- narrow-minded, conservative, provincial- सकंीणथ 

IMPORTANT VOCABULARIES



A swift and unexpected outbreak of the Nipah virus in Kerala has 

finally ended, with the government declaring Kozhikode and 

Malappuram Nipah-free on July 1.

Even though West Bengal and Kerala are the only States that have 

seen Nipah outbreaks, the virus and antibodies have been detected 

in bats in Assam and Haryana too. 

The transmission of a virus to humans, or zoonotic spillover, is a 

rare event for Nipah. 

Staying vigilant on Nipah
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• A number of factors must come together for 

spillover to occur. 

• First, the bats must carry a lot of the virus 

(whereas the viral load is frequently low in 

these mammals).

• Second, bats must come in close contact with 

humans.

• Sadly, every outbreak gives the virus the 

chance to mutate. With a fatality rate of over 

80%, the virus could become a big killer.

Staying vigilant on Nipah



Staying vigilant on 

Nipah
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Staying vigilant on Nipah

At present, the virus transmits inefficient, through respiratory droplets, to people within a 

metre of sick patients. 

1. inefficiently, through respiration droplets

2. inefficiency, through respiratory droplets

3. inefficiently, through respiratory droplets

4. inefficiently, for respiratory droplets

5. No Change  Required

PHRASE REPLACEMENT



A clean cooking strategy 

Sustainability(N)- continuity, integrality- स्स्र्रता
Feedstock(N)- raw material to supply or fuel a machine or industrial process.

Combustion(N)- burning, firing- दहन
Hamper(V)- hinder, obstruct, retard- बाधा डालना
Flagship(N)- leader, head, bellwether-नेततृ्व करने वाला

IMPORTANT VOCABULARIES



The choice of cooking fuel in households (especially rural) has a huge impact on living 

conditions especially for women and children. 

Among the various fuel options available (firewood, pellet, biogas, kerosene, liquefied 

petroleum gas or LPG, piped natural gas or PNG) biogas accounts for the lowest effective 

greenhouse gas emission; PNG and then LPG are next. 

National level programmes to ensure that most switch to clean cooking fuels have been 

initiated since the 1980s.

But the programme has been hampered by mala fide practices.

A clean cooking strategy 



To promote biogas in rural and semi-urban areas, adopting the service-based enterprise 

model with suitable resource availability offers a sustainable approach. 

The model is being successfully implemented in Hoshiarpur, Punjab.

The cost-competitiveness of natural gas calls for scaling its penetration in urban and 

semi-urban/rural areas.

Consumption-based subsidies need to be replaced with a functional subsidy.

It is important to create an environment where its citizens are aware of the options and 

make their energy choices based on the nature of the fuel 

A clean cooking strategy 



A clean cooking strategy 
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Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana was launched in which year?

1. 2014

2. 2015

3. 2016

4. 2017

5. 2018

TONEQuestion



Traffickers, peddlers, mules or users? 

Mules(N)- a courier(REPRESENTATIVE) for illegal drugs. 

Convict(N)- prisoner, criminal- अपराधी
Flaw(N)- defect, fault- दोष
Deter(V)- discourage, prevent- रोकना
Menace(N)- danger, peril- खतरा/सकंट
Predicament(N)- mess, plight, quandary- कठिन पररस्स्र्तत

IMPORTANT VOCABULARIES



In a Cleft stick- In a problematic or difficult situation; having only undesirable options 

from which to choose.

‘To hit the nail on the head’ – to describe exactly what is causing a situation or problem.

‘To cut corners’ – to do something badly or cheaply.

‘The best of both worlds’ – means you can enjoy two different opportunities at the same 

time.

IMPORTANT IDIOMS



• The law on drugs is covered by the NDPS Act. The Act’s primary objective is to deter 

drug trafficking.

• The death penalty was introduced in the Act in 1989, to deter narco-terrorism. 

• The law also provides a mandatory minimum sentence of 10 years for offences involving 

commercial quantities of drugs. 

• To ensure that traffickers are caught instead of users, the law must make intent an 

ingredient of offences under the NDPS Act. 

• Section 27 of the Act makes consuming any narcotic drug or psychotropic substance a 

criminal offence. 

Traffickers, peddlers, mules or users? 



• The state should consider decriminalising addiction and developing an effective 

treatment strategy by consulting experts, partner agencies and users, and allocating 

adequate resources. 

• The Punjab government must assess its infrastructural needs and ensure that they are 

met.

Traffickers, peddlers, mules or users? 



Traffickers, peddlers, mules or 

users?
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In a Cleft stick- In a problematic or difficult situation; having only undesirable options 

from which to choose.

Play to the gallery- To act, behave, or perform in such a way as to receive as much 

approval from an audience or spectators as one can get.

‘To hit the nail on the head’ – to describe exactly what is causing a situation or problem.

IMPORTANT IDIOMS



Which state government has recently ordered mandatory drug tests for all government 

employees, including the police?

1. Rajasthan

2. Haryana

3. Uttar Pradesh

4. Punjab

5. Himachal Pradesh

Question




