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Q.1 Who laid the foundation stone of the statue of Maratha king Chhatrapati

Shivaji Maharaj on an island off the Mumbai coast in 2016 ?
2016 ﬁgai%@ﬂwwmwmﬁﬁﬁﬁwaﬁqﬁaﬁﬁaﬁmﬁt@?

5I.!"|- -r:‘"l- '[1l:;'|:ll
. 5, -&n ha ase- -u?l:- -l!r\-ﬁ%
jeva de a\“iaﬂﬂﬂ o, m?

'
--.-|_-|1::- e b ".: f-,ﬂ 0 {'-E'-I} paﬁ-i-" m‘i&s ™

;-.--__;_1 A1 I:-“_-' j;"f& Er:;._.. s
pela 1T ucst "‘-':‘ 1_--|_'|.E:,1- Fgp: "?Ei o~ :

< de !nstalk'-fama' s, ffew i

o) A = e

s con la ST decid” Yo

Narendra Modi / 7% Mt

5 Tedhie

et e - o ‘{fy@“
fdet : '“f-ﬂms

2. Ram Nath Kovind / T® 19 Fhifdg

o, e los Irend dr a‘]lla " I aa ;

Ui E.m:'er_u I ’

foregs _":"5'(. Terrrg ok

Um]];h N - r:; £ Tl t:ﬂl.t nnes mr:nm Pid 3 even- a F . s /

0 b gs € La e d;. Mo M JF!E-:E%: .

espe
on €13 185, aseey,
ii'-lh.m:u}n -ﬂf

LEL
w ,-1, e atent
5 el 5
Mo Uddhav eray / 3&d
e .n-!.'\..;""f At i
L i -Iiﬂlll"j'e 'l,"q.!-'a".{
Un g ?-r; e
tay Iy » phe .S T oY \ 3
bR T ”';'TSJD;] 1:1}"‘ Q"-‘“”"m Bp————— . - ———— AL e
M para laiglare | aehas - S vegador), F | Elsistema Firefox se actua. \aliacion de nuestra de. P97 50 00 nihign i tenico w
i ﬂ.m”cl el ,."'31.-;5;;_ 11,:1 iy gy -r_! , ada uf“gu:n de manera constante sin rgut: marticular, pﬁrn ae ver €l encadenamicn
S Beiiiientos ‘pitlicos fhj:'uf!l{ﬁ_- .dpg |, dora : ba- usuario tenga que intervenin. En un pais que sc res 5o I equipo directivo
fiite pres: = [ i]l'l nHI! b ge fasces del caquin
Py Swntuales, hay una verdad in- 8 !:'f 869 prES, | aplicaciones se | hmﬂn SEL S m;a una politica psicética ra de poner en marcha

LY 27222  ENSURE YOUR success with- VIDEO GURU RIS oovneumeocass

Subscrlhe \ DOST YOUR PREPARATIONS WITH MAHENDRAS: STUDY MATERIAL, E-MICA, E-NEWS, BAGS & MUCH MORE. VISIT NOW: myshop.mahendras.c

BUTTON




Q.2 Shivaji was born in

to a great Maratha lady Jijabai.
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Q.3 Shivaji is known for pioneering the
refers to Guerilla warfare techniques.
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Q.4 Operation Meghdoot (1984) to capture the Siachen Glacier was conducted
by which Indian Force ?
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Q.5 Which option is not true about the Generalized System of Preferences ?
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. US revoked India’s GSP status from June 5, 2018

GSP is the largest and oldest U.S. trade preference program
India was the biggest beneficiary of the GSP regime

The GSP was adopted at UNCTAD in New Delhi in 1968
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60% girls in Delhi colleges anaemic

Detection camps at 12 colleges show incidence higher than national average

NIKHIL M BABU
NEW DELHI

When 18-year-old Anu
(name changed) stood in a
queue at Atma Ram Sanatan
Dharma College for a blood
test, she had no idea that she
would be detected with
“severe” anaemia, which is
risky, according to doctors.
“I never thought I had anae-
mia. I did not feel any of its
symptoms,” she said.

About 60% of female stu-
dents in Delhi colleges are
anaemic — well above the na-
tional average — according to
an analysis of data collected
from ongoing anaemia de-
tection and awareness
camps of the Delhi govern-
ment accessed by The Hin-
du. The findings, which are
yet to be made public, are
based on tests on a total of
5,224 female students in 12
city colleges, of whom 3,128
(59.9%) were found to be
anaemic.

The national average of

Thin red lines

Anaemia among girls in Delhi colleges
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National average

Delhi average |
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anaemia among women bet-
ween 15 and 49 years is 53%
and in Delhi it’s 54.3%, ac-
cording to National Family
Health Survey-4.

While the national aver-
age came down from 55.3%
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to 53% between NFHS-3 and
NFHS-4, it rose from 44.3%
t0 55.3% in Delhi.

“Anaemia can cause
weakness, breathlessness,
lack of concentration and if
the haemoglobin level falls

quickly over a few days, it
can even lead to cardiac fai-
lure,” said Dr. Nitin Gupta,
senior consultant, Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital.

The students found
anaemic during the camps
have been referred to near-
est government hospitals for
treatment. Also, the health
department has asked all
State government-run hospi-
tals to make sure that stu-
dents detected with “sev-
ere” anaemia are provided
“out-of-queue treatment”.

‘IFA tablets for colleges’
State programme officer
(adolescent health) Dr. Gau-
tam Singh agreed that the
percentage of women with
anaemia is indeed very high.
“We plan to extend distribu-
tion of IFA tablets to colleg-
es,” he said.

During the camps, 94 of
the 3,128 female students
were detected with “severe”
anaemia.

When 18-year-old Anu stood In a
queue at Atma Ram Sanatan
Dharma College for a blood test, she
had no idea that she would be detected
with “severe” anaemia, which is risky,
according to doctors. “I never thought |
had anaemia. | did not feel any of its
symptoms,” she said.
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L Normal

levelofred | About 60% of female students in Delhi colleges are

blood cells

anaemic — well above the national average —
- Anemic

according to an analysis of data collected from
~ ongoing anaemia detection and awareness camps of

the Delhi government accessed by The Hindu.

Tests on a total of 5,224 female students In 12 city colleges, of whom 3,128 (59.9%)
were found to be anaemic. The national average of anaemia among women between 15
and 49 years Is 53% and in Delhi it’s 54.3%, according to National Family Health
Survey-4. While the national average came down from 55.3% to 53% between NFHS-
3 and NFHS-4, it rose from 44.3% to 55.3% in Delhi.

During the camps 94 of the 3 128 female students were detected with “severe” anaemia.
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Road project delay hits tourist footfall at Ajanta
PWD officials say irregularities forced change of contractor; tour operators and guides see dip in revenue

T T S e
?-,y oy @g&ﬁ‘

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AURANGABAD

The number of tourists
visiting the Ajanta Caves in
Maharashtra has been going
down due to poor condition
of the key connecting road.
The repair and widening
work on the road has been
delayed due to deficient
services of the contractual
agency, officials have said.
In January, 41,134 people,
including 3,352 foreigners,
visited the UNESCO world
heritage site comprising
around 30 rock-cut
Buddhist cave monuments
in Aurangabad district,
while in August, the
number came down to
10,631, including 139
foreigners, as per the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASD). In January 2018,
as many as 52,410 people,

including 3,907 foreigners,
had visited the caves, while
in August 2018, the number
of visitors was 35,359,
including 874 from abroad.

Besides, there were 29
visitors from SAARC
countries between January
and September 2018, but
there has not been a single
tourist so far this year from
those nations.

Similarly, 3,001 people
from the BIMSTEC
countries visited the
heritage site from January
to September 2018, but the
number went down to
2,268 this year during the
same period, according to
the ASI data.

The delay in completion
of widening work of the
150-km Aurangabad-Sillod-
Ajanta-Jalgaon highway
poses a big hurdle for

Tourists are forced to return midway because of potholes on

the road leading to the popular Ajanta Caves. =riLe PHOTO

people to visit the caves,
Jaswant Singh, head of the
Aurangabad Tourism
Development Foundation, a
local organisation of tour
operators, said.

Guide Ratnakar Shewale,
who is proficient in

Japanese and Spanish, also
said that the connectivity
between Aurangabad and
Ajanta, located around 100
km from the district
headquarters, has become
poor due to the delayed
road work. “Many a times,

tourists on way to the caves
return midway because of
potholes on the road. This
is affecting the livelihood of
guides as well as the local
hotel industry. This year,
we earned just half of what
we used to earn in previous
years,” he said.

Public Works
Department (PWD)
superintending engineer
Prashant Auti said the
government found
irregularities in the work of
the contractor assigned to
the Aurangabad- Sillod-
Ajanta-Jalgaon road project.
“We have terminated
services of that agency, and
a sub-letting process is on.

We expect to start the work.

next month in a full-fledged
manner. If everything goes
smooth, we can make the
road motorable in 12

months,” he said.

Another PWD official said
the work order for repairing
two lanes of the
Aurangabad-Jalgaon road
with paved shoulders was
given in June 2017 and was
supposed to be completed
by June this year. In the
meantime, this work was
expanded to four lanes in
January. “Now, a new
deadline of January 2021
has been set up for
completion of the work,”
the official said.

Noting that footfall has
been going down, the AST’s
superintending
archaeologist, Dr. D.K.
Khamari, said, “We are
expecting the road work to
be completed as soon as
possible so that tourists can
have a smooth visit to the
Ajanta Caves.”
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The number of tourists visiting the Ajanta
Caves In Maharashtra has been going down
due to poor condition of the key connecting
road. The repair and widening work on the road
has been delayed due to deficient services of the

contractual agency, officials have said.

In January, 41,134 people, including 3,352 foreigners, visited the UNESCO world
heritage site comprising around 30 rock-cut Buddhist cave monuments iIn
Aurangabad district, while in August, the number came down to 10,631, including 139
foreigners, as per the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).
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In January 2018, as many as 52,410 people, including 3,907 foreigners, had
visited the caves, while in August 2018, the number of visitors was 35,359,
including 874 from abroad.

Ajanta and Ellora are the pride of Maharashtra.

%‘he village of Ajanta is‘in the Sahyadri hills, about 99 kms.

Many of the caves have the most detailed carvings on the walls pillars and
entrances as well as hagnificent wall paintings. All paintings show heavy
religious influence and centre around Buddha, Bodhisattvas, incidents from the

life of Buddha and the Jatakas.
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Subject to people’s will
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Childhoods lost in a troubled paradise

Kashmir's children grow up craumatised by conflicn and live in perpeneal fear of being picked up by the stane
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o dmnct fanmne asd Kasheer
(KL has 3 chricaly dog
nemathe meTeal 2taeder, wed 2
vy publisked in the Gz
w Mewal Mmbd fowrsel sarker
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wiah il cramizak and remased
oaly after pudicial intereson.
Aboann 80% of thewr dEMTIIENS
wrw skl gl by comra

Such reammere of chddm =
undoubsiedly in vialition of mski-
ple bws szd comamem. To b
i witk, all o theen vishtw rtiche
1414 of the memaiozal Cosvwee-
tion an Dl & Poltical rights
which saies tha "sll proceeding
gt rverahes shall take inin ac-
e their e and the demrabed.
ty af promoting their mkabiis
on the

arrew deten
thomiof = child shull b in conforza-
ty with the b and used ssly a2
Lawt remart ard for the shortest ap-
preprisie pericd. The geidalses

{ the Matiosal Commimion for
ction ol Child Rights clearky
staiw that a hlsnket charscierios-
tizn ol sdekescont boys o scerey
threats during ol unrmst shoskd
b avoichend aned mutborition shoskl
[P ——
persenel isvehed @ arbrary
detmtions, misnrsimmaT: ar &
tu of chikiom

Prebissicaren v. Sixir of Tevd Kady
bkt th e Jeaticn At
3 comprebemie by and ower-
rudes preemmay demroen b
enacied o natiom| sty Far-
i, in 1953, ihe Supros Cousi
had in the Jaye Mals coe con-
demeed 1ke prevesove deven
of 3 sudsrt and cbeerred
wonszg prople, eves if theer sz an

lowwver, none of thes b
and descaves sere o be follrwed
in Kashmr. Pacests s sow oo
sced tm wmd ther chikims io
schiool, lest thery be picked up by
mrhanzm or g oIl 0o
fire. When mich disapprarancms
take place im 3confict-sam eegias,
who dom the agrewed pary
compliis Y Cotrts seem ie be

the-only foreres offering soee o
mme of redremal. Hesrer, maw
actioms since Augum 5, whn K
specal st was shrogad, ke
talom ey #ven tin beied op-
tion from Kashmiris. Following the
armes of prewdems of the KK
Nigh Court and District Bar Ao
gz and senior b wnder
PS5, mast of Kashemir's LSO bs
s baew bews on sirke. Dwer
200 habem corpes petisom have
ters Bed 2l now. llzwrer, oo
mest pomt oifices arw clossd, b
wvers are erable m sree nosces
am the espordeT.

D anguesi- %, il 71 e shrwen

Fanch =i the KK Mgk Cour were
adjourmed “duw i pesiricon: an

moverrere ol irsfic” n shocme
conikd rok b presr. Weesks ke,
an Sepiember 34, o of the 78
spimded casm, sdvocaim were
prown o bah partes o O
Bore appeared T e, et
tioner's ol slone in nine o
e ard only the gevemmen coun
wlm 47 coses.
pating mich contmpes-
cim, cuxr Const tusion provided for
protection of the citzms’ fun
dammental rights by smpwering
thars t= approsch the Supreme
aurt divectly in case the righs
wre viskeed. The right io oot
tezional ke i by il 3 A
damenial right. Quite sonacious of
i phiigations io protect the right
e =] Kanbmrs, the g coen
e v takom oo e dhe taxk
= incparmg iren 1he aliegxcm of
sizie vickmios gt chikiom
The =hervmiom msde by the
Imier Amsricas Court of Bumas
Fighiz had cheerved in 3 3004
<3, conceming, Colombia’s Mapt
ripin Mlmacre, e imsreciee
brw: “Cina dows s Comaba: tevrer
with wrror, e rakar wnbe ke
fameesrk ol the e Thoss who
vt b thee e of bruse force b
talins t hevesstves, covating 3 spiral
ol widespread viokesos tha ends

[nstitutions weakened, economy crippled

The credibility of the REL the CS0and the Niti Aavog has taken a beating in recent times due o political interference

—
-
Y

i
RS AR

ol lnoease Diser Wik
limrnen posderad sver 1=

irmportant et
around| 2% years age: "Wy are the
ambitiorn of sesnozsc delop
meni practriosens and eeformen
i —— e
iz bim, "ome e in that dive
lopmant policymubrs and e
ltrzan are congmaal oprEress
nothar suower i that good plass
are regubary defesind by thase
whe cooupy srategic positions

perameety nepeaed 1 the fln

B Matendra’s

nglncied. This ha resulted in 2
mrwn ol tazalpokoy DT for
rextving growth

A mrbercemined  sooBorme
el sevemtaes cexing asd
mmaizmg redhe Do
that farther the eficiescy of mar-
ki machonmm. Groes the poosssd-
o “rruarkoet e, mich imati-
ioes pemw 3 Lager mie inthe
oz 0 skapig .
and dechioms. fourzaks: Thesry
Iazie grouped the plles of mar-
krt sconormy into privaie proper
1y, e rruarkets, compeiion, dmi-
wion and coxshination of lboer
and mctal cosperation. kstits-
tioes am newded to somgiben
thess fuschtionsl pian 3w &
pomegsia for b o ek

The creckiity of thre mich irs-

pariast ttuticn - the Reseres
fmk ol inka (RES; ihe Comral
Stagatical Organtestion (1507, and

.l‘.‘ .

currmscy; sevard, s role s ey
lazae tackizg woor was
questicned whn basks Bltemd;
and,, frally, i peerEs wET EE
phoned. The net pekt bas bam
tha the FH kas been reduced tmic
an tzstiation whick prosdes svr
3 lemited apace of monaary pok-
c, that in, inflation targeting.

H s she irwresting in s that
tha osly major policy ool svails-
bl i ths RE's arrsoary in asting
rope rates, which the omsiral bank
chid o times. this ywar. The Last
tirss tha R rrosche o mars back-
to-back cuts wan after dhe global B
nancil criss over = decads s,
whan most magr contral basks
W AT TR FOORT
prrwih. llowever, min auts akne
could nat halp Indixs sconcsTy
thin Srme, aa basks, sckdied with

debx, wers show iz reduoe
lemchirg cawn. This provics 3 chs

quessons are boand o arke on
thacoadibabty of the renbers. The
wracity of tha daia is io be imind
by rewearchers azd the public who
commumme the data and not by ‘ap
proving agmcies’. i i slssgedser
another rmatter that had we kad
sdmited that the rie of e
ploymene was high, pertup mone
privaw srwsmem coekd haw

1 i th innoce, imchading
childm, iren Tictrms
\.- ng that the mroor srws
the smrviving nkabeach
r.uu-u ter bzrord dopheoreim,
the comrt sheereed that the o
o, ickTany e collsbrancn
b tha izt smc ke s ey
[ P — ] .
rmas rights vickeion = the nene
of "war on wrmr.

Cageed amd disturhed
Chidm iz Euhmr gow up
caged ard usder the shadew =i
gEn. dx dhe parenis of ooy of
thers pe miming, they am 2k
loroed o asmume the ogazs bl
ol cargrers b thatr bk
The strain on socod snemem due
i tha b of farmily evrironee,
mir mpace and educsion and
heakh boimnm s b T e
m many of them md sesches
thetr chaldbood sway.  Gowhar
Geelare, m ha recem back Kas
mr Rage end Eramn wa chiden
0 Kmbrer eam wren e S
d’rull\l' “rasch and kI "we
meTRnae”;  “deem
; and “chmpperasoe”
imermulnng 3 vacsbulbay they
shoebd nex 57 pray 0@

Wi kind of word cm much
rhildree ok loreard i they
e i i i conms e of be
28 pickord =p b an unknoen
crime and taken w0 2 usknoes
destirtioe? Servly, e b noe the
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How can the Indian economy ride out the storm?
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Unless rural incomes, hit by demonetisation. are

revived, consusmer demand is not @

Too puall ki cuat of dhe current -
monsc showdown, the government
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Tundk gaickly, end rrarp MGVAE
GA 1o pat more mony in the hond
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thmecka, cedixcing the GST refund
peried delay, or ewen marng e
enchange rate lrexy work], bt fen
dharmentally # the gobal dowdown
2 realty, them export densand can
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Y
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A climate emergency
The Inclian povernment must take corective
measures immediately to combat dimate change
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Subject to people’s will

Disqualified rebels should not be barred from
bypolls in Karnataka

ith the Election Commission of India agreeing

\ ;\ / to defer byelections to 15 of the 17 vacant As-
sembly seats in Karnataka, the defectors

from the Congress and JD(S) have got a breather. By the
dint of this order, the question whether they can con-
test the elections will be answered by the Supreme
Court before the bypolls. The rebel former legislators of
the Congress and Janata Dal (Secular) had earlier this
year resigned from their respective parties and were la-
ter disqualified by the then Speaker Ramesh Kumar.
Following these actions, the BJP managed to get to pow-
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Childhoods lost in a troubled paradise

Kashmir’s children grow up traumatised by conflict and live in perpetual fear of being picked up by the state

R. VAIGAI,
ANNA MATHEW
& DEVIKA S.

very third child in Shopian
E district, Jammu and Kashmir

(J&K), has a clinically diag-
nosable mental disorder, said a
survey published in the Communi-
ty Mental Health Journal earlier
this year. Around 1.8 million adults
in Kashmir Valley — 45% of its pop-
ulation — showed symptoms of
mental illness in 2015, according
to Doctors Without Borders. Thus,
even prior to the incidents of Au-
gust 5, the disastrous results of a
history of violence, illegal deten-
tions and torture in the Valley
were visible on the region’s chil-
dren.

The horror has since continued
and got magnified, as chronicled
in many reports. Media has report-
ed illegal detention of scores of
children, many of them whisked
away at midnight by law enforce-
ment officers with no record of
their arrests, making it difficult to
trace them. A report by economist
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400 schools gutted between 1990
and 2005, according to a 2006 re-
port of the Public Commission on
Human Rights. Such destruction
of educational infrastructure, in
addition to the unlawful deten-
tions, leaves a lifelong impact on
children, perpetuating a cycle of
trauma, fear and bitterness.

A report by the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights ear-
lier this year found that children in
Kashmir, many of whose ages were
wrongly recorded, were being de-
tained and mistreated for several
days in police lock-up, without any
charge, mostly under the Public
Safety Act (PSA), which allows pre-
ventive detention for up to two
years without any trial. The report
found that the Armed Forces Spe-
cial Powers Act remained a key ob-
stacle to accountability.

In 2018, the Jammu & Kashmir
Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS)
found through Right to Informa-
tion applications that hundreds of
children had been detained under
the PSA between 1990 and 2013. In

of the National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights clearly
state that a blanket characterisa-
tion of adolescent boys as security
threats during civil unrest should
be avoided and authorities should
investigate and take action against
personnel involved in arbitrary
detentions, mistreatment or tor-
ture of children.
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the only forums offering some pro-
mise of redressal. However, state
actions since August 5, when J&K’s
special status was abrogated, have
taken away even this limited op-
tion from Kashmiris. Following the
arrest of presidents of the J&K
High Court and District Bar Asso-
ciations and senior lawyers under
PSA, most of Kashmir’s 1,050 la-
wyers have been on strike. Over
200 habeas corpus petitions have
been filed till now. However, since
most post offices are closed, la-
wyers are unable to serve notices
on the respondents.

On August 5, all 31 cases shown
in the ‘orders list’ of the Srinagar
Bench of the J&K High Court were
adjourned “due to restrictions on
movement of traffic” as advocates
could not be present. Weeks later,
on September 24, out of the 78
uploaded cases, advocates were
present for both parties in just 11,
none appeared in nine cases, peti-
tioner’s counsel alone in nine cas-
es and only the government coun-

sel in 47 cases.
VIDEDM
sURUL

up turning the innocent, including
children, into victims.”

Noting that the terror sown
among the surviving inhabitants
caused their forced displacement,
the court observed that the omis-
sions, tolerance and collaboration
by the state and the general popu-
lation amounted to aggravated hu-
man rights violations in the name
of ‘war on terror’.

Caged and disturbed

Children in Kashmir grow up
caged and under the shadow of a
gun. As the parents of many of
them go missing, they are also
forced to assume the responsibili-
ty of caregivers for their siblings.
The strain on social structures due
to the loss of family environment,
safe spaces and education and
health facilities severely traumatis-
es many of them and snatches
their childhood away. Gowhar
Geelani, in his recent book Kash-
mir Rage and Reason says children
in Kashmir learn terms like “custo-
dy lullmg", “catch and kill'; “tors
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Trump & impeachment

He may find it hard to shrug off the charge of
leaning on Kiev to meddle in domestic politics

[ ].S. President Donald Trump discussed former
Vice-President Joe Biden in a July 2019 tele-
phone conversation with Ukraine President Vo-

lodymyr Zelensky, allegedly in a bid to influence him to

investigate the business dealings of Mr. Biden’s son,

Hunter. Now he faces the prospect of an impeachment

inquiry. That happened, first, because of an “explo-

sive” whistleblower complaint filed against Mr. Trump
by a national security official, which also alleges that

Mr. Trump used the call to “solicit interference” in the

2020 election, and that the White House then inter-
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[nstitutions weakened, economy crippled

The credibility of the RBI, the CSO and the Niti Aayog has taken a beating in recent times due to political interference

LS, = Il

M SURESH BABU

obel laureate Oliver Wil-
‘ \ ‘ liamson pondered over an
important question,
around 25 vears ago: “Why are the
ambitions of economic develop-
ment practitioners and reformers
so often disappointed?” According
to him, “one answer is that deve-
lopment policymakers and re-
formers are congenital optimists.
Another answer is that good plans
are regularly defeated by those
who occupy strategic positions.
An intermediate answer is that in-
stitutions are important, yet are
persistently neglected in the plan-
ning process.”

The gquestion and all the three
answers assume relevance in the
context of India’s recent economic
performance. The slowdown in

- -
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neglected. This has resulted in a
series of banal policy measures for
reviving growth.

A market-centred economic
model necessitates creating and
sustaining credible institutions
that further the efficiency of mar-
ket mechanism. Given the possibil-
ity of ‘market failures’, such insti-
tutions assume a larger role in the
economy in shaping expectations
and decisions. Journalist Henry
Hazlitt grouped the pillars of mar-
ket economy into private proper-
ty, free markets, competition, divi-
sion and combination of labour
and social cooperation. Institu-
tions are needed to strengthen
these foundational pillars are a
prerequisite for markets to work.

The credibility of three such im-
portant institutions — the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI); the Central
Statistical Organisation (CS0); and
the Planning Commission/NITI
Aayog — has taken a beating in re-
cent times.

Erosion in RBI's autonomy

currency; second, its role as regu-
lator of the banking sector was
questioned when banks faltered;
and, Anally, its reserves were Ssi-
phoned. The net result has been
that the RBI has been reduced into
an institution which presides over
a limited space of monetary poli-
cy, that is, inflation targeting.

It is also interesting to note that
the only major policy tool availa-
ble in the RBI's armoury is cutting
repo rates, which the central bank
did four times this year. The last
time the RBI made so many back-
to-back cuts was after the global fi-
nancial crisis over a decade ago,
when most major central banks
were desperate to revive economic
growth. However, rate cuts alone
could not help India’s economy
this time, as banks, saddled with
bad debt, were slow to reduce
lending rates. This provides a clas-
sic case of an institution’s weaken-
ing, leading to questions on its role
and credibility.

Markets, which work on infor-
mation and expectations, rely on
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questions are bound to arise on
the credibility of the numbers. The
veracity of the data is to be tested
by researchers and the public who
consume the data and not by *ap-
proving agencies’. It is altogether
another matter that had we had
admitted that the rate of unem-
ployment was high, perhaps more
private investment could have
come due the expectations of find-
ing labour at lower wages. Such a
possibility was shut out by an atti-
tude of denial on the part of the

Eﬁ;}‘v’ernmen[.
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become routine exercises, with
uncritical acceptance due to a lack
of well-researched documents.

As another Mobel laureate, Dou-
glass North, opined: *Institutions
are the rules of the game in a socie-
ty or, more formally, are the hu-
manly devised constraints that
shape human interaction.” Institu-
tions are formed to reduce uncer-
tainty in human exchange. Togeth-
er with the technology employed,
they determine the costs of tran-
sacting (and producing). While the
formal rules can be changed over-
night, as has been practised by the
present government, the informal
norms change only gradually.

In this context, it is useful to fo-
cus on understanding and reform-
ing the forces that keep bad insti-
tutions in place, especially
political institutions and the distri-
bution of political power. This re-
quires understanding the complex
relationship between political in-
stitutions and the' political equili-
brium. Sometimes, changing the
political institutions may be insuf-

-
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Unless rural incomes, hit by demonetisation, are
revived, consumer demand is not going to grow

To pull India out of the current eco-
nomic slowdown, the government
can loosen its purse strings, make
pending payments, give GST re-
funds quickly, and revamp MGNRE-
GA to put more money in the hands
of rural consumers, Ajit Ranade
and Pronab Sen tell TCA Sharad
Raghavan. They add that we can
expect to see the slowdown lasting
for a few more quarters. Edited ex-
cerpts from a conversation:

Dr. Sen, do you think weareina
slowdown? And if we are, is it
more structural, in that we
need to make drastic changes,
oris it more cyclical, where if
we just make smaller changes
we can ride out the storm?

Pronab Sen: We are in a slow-
down. There is no question about it.
And I think we have only seen the
first phase of the slowdown. It has
been five quarters now and I think it
will go on for at least a couple of
quarters more, maybe longer than
that. To my mind, the problem is es-
sentially structural, but structural
does not necessarily mean that you
have to do deep reforms to get over
it. What you have to do is identify
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requires the investor’s confidence,
it requires investors to take risks.

So, in the near term, because ex-
ports depend on the enthusiasm of
foreigners buying Indian goods,
maybe some supply-side measures
like trade facilitation, removing bot-
tlenecks, reducing the GST refund
period delay, or even managing the
exchange rate [may work], but fun-
damentally if the global slowdown is
a reality, then export demand can-
not pick up quickly. Although, I do
believe that India’s share of manu-
facturing exports in the world is
barely 2% or something, so we can
easily go from 2% to 3%. In the near
term I think the aggregate demand
gap has to be filled in by some kind
of government spending, although
we can have a separate discussion
on the fiscal situation. But I believe
that’s what is required.

Dr. Sen, Dr. Ranade has
identified the most important
driver that needs to be revived,
but if we are looking for low-
hanging fruit, if the
government were to do
something quickly that would
have the biggest impact, what
do you think that could be?

B 20D RAMALNG AM

not giving refunds; export credit re-
fund is a large issue. But this is true
of GST refunds across the board.
The second is that the government
is not paying off its suppliers. The
third is that a lot of government
spending that has already been bud-
geted for and announced has not
being made. PM KISAN is still lan-
guishing. These are things which
have been budgeted for but that mo-
ney has not been spent or has not
been shown to be spent, simply be-
cause the government is not releas-
ing the requisite funds. Just recog-
nise the fiscal deficit for what it is
and put the money out, then we can

C

From a demand-based
system MGNREGA has now
become aasupply-based
system. Unless vou redesign
MGNREGA toits original
form, indexing the wages
alone is not going todo a
whole lot.

nab said: even the routine stuff, the
clearing payments which are not in
dispute, where the vendors have
supplied their services or goods,
that itself is a very huge number if
you count State and Central govern-
ments. I think it is very large, about
10 lakh crore. Just releasing this
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be helped by things like MGNREGA
and wage growth because that will
also require fiscal expansion.

Dr. Sen, there were reports on
how the government is
considering pegging MGNREGA
payments to an updated CPI
inflation. Do you feel this will
have a big impact in terms of
putting more money in the
hands of rural workers?

PS: MGNREGA wages in any case
were inflation indexed. What the go-
vernment has announced is that it
will be linked to the CPI for agricul-
tural labour or the rural CPI, whi-
chever shows more inflation. That’s
all they have done. It’s been indexed
all along, nothing new in that.
Whether this is going to have an
effect will depend entirely on how
well MGNREGA is being implement-
ed. The fact of the matter is that ov-
er the past five years or so, the confi-
dence of State governments that the
Central government will pay up the
MGNREGA funds has eroded signifi-
cantly. And the net result is a lot of
State governments simply haven’t
been putting the same level of com-
mitment in MGNREGA as they used
to. Over the years MGNREGA has
become a a supply-based system
from a demand-based system. The
State government says, I have gota
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How can the Indian economy ride out the storm?

audits which were successful in
some States like Andhra and Rajas-
than. Involve social audits to ensure
effectiveness, and also focus on the
dual objective of asset creation whe-
rever possible. But primarily it
should be about putting some in-
come in the hands of rural consum-
ers.

I am going to propose a radical
suggestion. Since we also agreed
that some of the reasons for the
slowdown are structural, I believe
one of the big structural features of
the Indian economy right now is the
massive drop in female labour force
participation. In the last 10 or 12
years, it has come down by 10 per-
centage points, from 30-32% to 22%,
which means that only one out of
five working age women are actually
working for a paid job. So, here’s my
radical suggestion: Think of a 10-
year or 15-year completely tax-free
income for women. That is zero in-
come tax for all women. That’s a
suggestion to also increase con-
sumption but it would be mainly to
encourage paid jobs for women.

Dr. Sen, is it accurate to say that
this slowdown that we are
seeing is the delayed effect of
demonetisation and that has
completely removed the
parallel economy?
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A climate emergency

The Indian government must take corrective
measures immediately to combat climate change

ANBUMANI RAMADOSS

A few generations from now, our des-
cendants may not see the animals
and plants we now regard as com-
monplace. Nearly 500 species have
become extinct in just the last centu-
ry. We are depleting 25% more natu-
ral resources than the planet can sus-
tain right now. Mankind is teetering
dangerously close to the precipice of
extinction.

Climate change is real

Al Gore’s 2006 film, An Inconvenient
Truth, awakened the world to the
dire causes and consequences of glo-
bal warming. It made an impact on
millions and initiated global debates
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ting heat-trapping greenhouse gases
like carbon dioxide, methane and ni-
trous oxide. The increase in these
gases is trapping the sun’s heat and
increasing the earth’s temperature.
Global warming will drastically af-
fect agriculture — the production of
rice, wheat, maize and soya will de-
crease significantly. Apart from mal-
nutrition, climate change will give
birth to newer infections and illness.
This imbalance will in turn affect the
economy which will lead to conflict,
war and global unrest. Global warm-
ing is already melting the polar ice
caps. If this continues, sea levels will
rise and submerge coastal cities.
These natural disasters will make
millions of people climate refugees.
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VOCABULARY-|

Barred (adj-), aﬁ—i?r, used in door so that it cannot be opened,
They arrived at the house to find the door locked and barred.

Defectors (n-) W\?ﬁ , one who leaves his own country to join opposing one.

This lok sabha election has seen defectors from all parties.

Limbo (n+) , souls of unbaptized infants, period of awaiting a decision.

Until we have official permission to go ahead with the plans we’re in Limbo.
Rigmarole (n+), STEUT AT a1 , a lengthy and complicated procedure.

The custom officials made us go through the whole rigmarole for inspection.
Stasis (n-)Trﬁ%ﬁ':l?lT ,a period or state of inactivity, a state that does not change

She was bored her life was in a stasis.
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Solicit (v-), AT, ask for or try to obtain from someone.

It is illegal for public officials to solicit gifts or money in exchange of favours.
Transcript (n-), uﬁ%ﬁr, written or printed version.

Mysteriously, the transcript of what was said at the trial was lost.

Exacerbates (v-) , 61T, make a problem or situation worse, aggravate.

This attack will exacerbate the already tense relations between the two nations.
Quid pro quo (n-) FEA T, something granted in favour of something.

The government has promised food aid as quid pro quo for stopping violence.
Exculpatory (adj+), ﬁ%‘l‘s‘ﬁ, to remove blame from someone.

The pilot of the aircraft will surely be exculpated when all the facts are known.
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PHRASAL VERBS- homework.
To back up - ?

Blow over - ?

To bear out - ?
To dispose off - ?
To close with - ?
To eat away - ?
To grow upon - ?

Hear someone out - ?




Impeachment inquiry
against Trump begins

He is accused of seeking Ukraine’s help to target Biden

REUTERS
WASHINGTON

Democrats in the U.S. House
of Representatives were set
on Wednesday to move for-
ward with a formal impeach-
ment inquiry into President
Donald Trump, a move that
could dramatically change
the 2020 presidential race.

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi, who had for months re-
sisted calls inside her party
for Mr. Trump’s impeach-
ment, announced that a for-
mal inquiry would be
launched after meeting
members of her party on
Tuesday.

In a brief, nationally tele-
vised statement, Ms. Pelosi
accused Mr. Trump of seek-
ing Ukraine’s help to smear
Democratic presidential
front runner Joe Biden
ahead of the 2020 election.

Betrayal, says Speaker
The Speaker described the
Republican President’s be-
haviour as a “betrayal of his
oath of office, betrayal of our
national security and be-
trayal of the integrity of our
elections”.

Mr. Trump repeated his
attack on Democrats on
Wednesday and, as with the
U.S. probe into alleged Rus-
sian meddling and potential
obstruction of justice, called
the inquiry a “Witch Hunt”.

Ms. Pelosi’s change of

President under scanner

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi launched a formal impeachment
inquiry against U.S. President Donald Trump

The focus: The impeachment
inquiry focuses partly on
whether Trump abused his

_____ presidential powers
3 ‘;_'%:J and sought help

" from a foreign

.. .| government
— 7| toundermine
£+ Democratic foe Joe
Biden and help
his own
re-elec-
tion

The confrontation: The
impeachment inquiry, after
months of investigations

by House Democrats of the
Trump administration, sets up
the party's most direct and
consequential confrontation
with the President

The impact: The decision
injects deep uncertainty into
the 2020 election campaign
and tests anew the nation’s
constitutional system of checks
and balances

There has been no President in the history of
our Country who has been treated so badly
as I have. The Democrats are frozen with

hatred and fear: They get nothing done. This should
never be allowed to happen to another President.
Witch Hunt! ponaLp TRUMP, oN TWITTER

heart followed reports that
Mr. Trump had pressured
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy in a July 25 te-
lephone call to investigate
Mr. Biden, the former U.S.
Vice-President, and his son
Hunter Biden, who had
worked for a company drill-
ing for gas in Ukraine.
Scrutiny over their con-
versation is expected to in-
tensify on Wednesday as Mr.
Trump is scheduled to meet
the Ukrainian leader along-
side a UN meeting in New

Subscribe <.
sunonbe \f

York and later take ques-
tions from the media.

On Tuesday, Mr. Trump
said he would release a tran-
script of the call.

Mr. Trump has said he dis-
cussed Mr. Biden and his son
in the call, but denied put-
ting any pressure on the Uk-
rainian leader despite his ad-
ministration’s withholding
of nearly $400 million in
military aid approved for
Kiev by the Congress.
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Democrats in the U.S. House of Representatives were set
on Wednesday to move forward with a formal impeachment
Inquiry into President Donald Trump, a move that could
dramatically change the 2020 presidential race.

Speaker described the Republican President’s behaviour as
a “betrayal (foame=ma) of his oath of office, betrayal of our
national security and betrayal of the iIntegrity of our
elections”. Ms. Pelosi’s said that Mr. Trump had pressured
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy in a July 25
telephone call to investigate Mr. Biden, the former U.S.
Vice-President, and his son Hunter Biden, who had
worked for a company drilling for gas in Ukraine.
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President under scanner

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi launched a formal impeachment
inquiry against U.S. President Donald Trump

The focus: The impeachment
inquiry focuses partly on
whether Trump abused his
presudentnal powers
=, and sought help
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g - from a foreign
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The confrontation: The
impeachment inquiry, after
months of investigations

by House Democrats of the
Trump administration, sets up
the party's most direct and
consequential confrontation
with the President

The impact: The decision
injects deep uncertainty into
the 2020 election campaign
and tests anew the nation’s
constitutional system of checks
and balances
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call transcripts in a separate, classified system. The
White House further exacerbated matters when they
sought to block that complaint from reaching the House
Intelligence Committee. Further, Mr. Trump is said to
have personally ordered his staff to freeze more than
$391 million in aid to Ukraine, before his call with Mr.
Zelensky, making his conditions to the Ukrainian Presi-
dent an outright quid pro quo. The Congress, even the
Republican-controlled Senate, was having none of this.
In a rare show of bipartisanship, the Senate passed un-
animously a resolution calling for the White House to
release the whistleblower complaint. Capitol Hill has
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