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INTRODUCTION  

A new chapter in the history of India’s struggle for independence was opened with the non-cooperation 

movement in 1920. Based on the principles of non-violence and boycott, this movement was launched 

formally on August 1, 1920. 

It is one of the three most significant movements of India’s struggle for Independence, along with this 

movement, the two other movements; he also started in India, which is Civil Disobedience Movement and 

Quit India Movement. 

Causes of Non-Cooperation movement 

First World War 

In the sense of sympathy towards the Government, he even advocated raising volunteers to be recruited as 

soldiers to fight on behalf of the English in the First World War. 

Self-governance 

Like other contemporary political minds, he had assumed that post war, the people of India would move 

towards self-governance rapidly. 

Khilafat movement 

His assumptions proved wrong when the Government promulgated the Rowlatt Act and disregarded the 

demands put forward by the Khilafat Movement. 

British follower 

Closely spaced incidents like the mobilization of the Martial Law in Punjab, the Jalianwala Bagh 

massacre, failure of the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms and the dismemberment of Turkey by the British 

following the Treaty of Severs in May 1920, incited widespread resentment among all sections of the 

people of India. 

Anti-raj activities -  

In the year 1919, the British Government passed a new rule called Rowlatt Act. Under this Act, the 

Government had the authority to arrest people and the power to keep them in prisons without any trial if 

they suspected of anti-Raj activities. 

The Government also earned the power to refrain the newspapers from reporting and printing news. 

Abide by civil rights -  

Gandhi not only condemned the Bill out rightly but also warned the British Government that the nation as 

such was not going to comply with any act which would deny civil rights. 

Protest against Rowlatt Act  - As a protest against the Rowlatt Act, Gandhi urged the people to observe 

an All India Hartal on 6th April 1919. The consistent success of this program led to many more 

demonstrations and agitations throughout the country. 

 


