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Rajya Sabha 

 The Rajya Sabha or Council of States is the upper house of the Parliament of India. 

 Membership of Rajya Sabha is limited by the Constitution to a maximum of 250 members, and 

current laws have provision for 245 members.  

 Most of the members of the House are indirectly elected by state and territorial legislatures using 

single transferable votes,  

 While the President can appoint 12 members for their contributions to art, literature, science, and 

social services. 

 Members sit for staggered six-year terms, with one third of the members retiring every two years 

 The Vice-President of India (currently, Venkaiah Naidu) is the ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya 

Sabha, who presides over its sessions.  

 The Deputy Chairman, who is elected from amongst the house's members, takes care of the day-to-

day matters of the house in the absence of the Chairman.  

 The Rajya Sabha held its first sitting on 13 May 1952. 

 The salary and other benefits for a member of Rajya Sabha are same as for a member of Lok Sabha. 

 Rajya Sabha members are elected by state legislatures rather than directly through the electorate by 

single transferable vote method. 

 

Qualifications 

 Article 84 of the Constitution lays down the qualifications for membership of Parliament. A 

member of the Rajya Sabha must 

 Must be a citizen of India. 

 Must make and subscribe before some person authorized in that behalf by the Election Commission 

an oath or affirmation according to the form set out for the purpose in the Third Schedule to the 

Constitution. 

 Must be at least 30 years old. 

 Must be elected by the Legislative Assembly of States and Union territories by means of Single 

transferable vote through Proportional representation. 

 Cannot be a proclaimed criminal. 

 Cannot be an insolvent, i.e. he/she should not be in debt that he/she is not capable of repaying in a 

current manner and should have the ability to meet his/her financial expenses. 

 Should not hold any other office of profit under the Government of India. 

 Should not be of unsound mind. 

 Must possess such other qualifications as may be prescribed in that behalf by or under any law 

made by Parliament. 

 In addition, twelve members are nominated by the President of India having special knowledge in 

various areas like arts and science. However, they are not entitled to vote in Presidential elections 

as per Article 55 of the Constitution. 

 

 


