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Indian farmers were always concerned about the availability of adequate credit at reasonable cost in a timely manner. 

One of the major steps forward in this direction was financial inclusion. The Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana 

represents the National Mission for Financial Inclusion to ensure access to financial services. The Jan Dhan Yojana 

provided the bankers with the necessary confidence to promote credit culture across the deprived population and 

resulted in significant increases in credit flows to rural sector. 

  

A Nation of India’s size requires significant increases in food production. The year 2016-17 witnessed the highest 

ever food grain production of 273.38 million tons which is 6.37 percent higher than the last 5 years average production 

and 8.6 percent higher than 2015-16. Government introduced the Soil Health Card Scheme (SHC) in 2015 to be issued 

on a bi-annual basis to all land holders of the country with the objective to conduct farm level soil analysis. In July 

2015, Government introduced the National Agricultural Market (E-NAM) to link 585 wholesale agriculture 

production marketing committees across the country through a common e-platform. The portal has been made 

available in several Indian languages and has empowered the farmers with vast information dissemination. The State 

continued to make rapid strides in the implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana and the Pradhan 

Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana covering all risks of the crop cycle and providing incentives for improved irrigation 

practices. 

  

The Government’s initiatives for empowering the farmers and improving the infrastructure at the village level have 

been largely successful in reducing poverty and enhancing education and health care indicators. The improvement in 

farm incomes and the transparency in subsidy transfers would enable the creation of a 21stcentury India that is dynamic 

and forward looking. 
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