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Google Maps is a web mapping service developed by Google. It offers satellite imagery, street maps, 360° 

panoramic views of streets (Street View), real-time traffic conditions (Google Traffic), and route planning for 

traveling by foot, car, bicycle (in beta), or public transportation. 

Google Maps began as a C++ desktop program designed by Lars and Jens Eilstrup Rasmussen at Where 2 

Technologies. In October 2004, the company was acquired by Google, which converted it into a web 

application. After additional acquisitions of a geospatial data visualization company and a realtime traffic 

analyzer, Google Maps was launched in February 2005. 

The service's front end utilizes JavaScript, XML, and Ajax. Google Maps offers an API that allows maps to 

be embedded on third-party websites, and offers a locator for urban businesses and other organizations in 

numerous countries around the world. Google Map Maker allowed users to collaboratively expand and 

update the service's mapping worldwide but was discontinued from March, 2017. However crowdsourced 

contributions to Google Maps are not ending as the company announced those features will be transferred to 

Google's Local Guides programme. 

Google Maps' satellite view is a "top-down" or "birds eye" view; most of the high-resolution imagery of 

cities is aerial photography taken from aircraft flying at 800 to 1,500 feet (240 to 460 m), while most other 

imagery is from satellites. Much of the available satellite imagery is no more than three years old and is 

updated on a regular basis.Google Maps uses a close variant of the Mercator projection, and therefore 

cannot accurately show areas around the poles. 

Google Maps provides a route planner, allowing users to find available directions through driving, public 

transportation, walking, or biking. 

As Google Maps is coded almost entirely in JavaScript and XML, some end users have reverse-engineered 

the tool and produced client-side scripts and server-side hooks which allowed a user or website to introduce 

expanded or customized features into the Google Maps interface. 

Google Maps is available as a mobile app for the Android and iOS mobile operating systems. 

On November 15, 2017, Google announced a significant update to the Google Maps formatting. Locations 

and points of interests will change based on the perceived user intent. The example they used was of a driver 

seeing gas stations on their map where a transit user using Google Maps in the same location would get train 

stations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOGLE MAPS 

To practice more online tests Buy from: https://myshop.mahendras.org 

For free Video Tutorials Search Mahendra Guru on YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/mahendraguruvideos 
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