
  

 

www.mahendraguru.com 

www.mahendraguru.com 

 



  

 

www.mahendraguru.com 

www.mahendraguru.com 

MAURYA PERIOD 322BC – 185BC 

1. LITERARY SOURCES 

 Kautilya's  = Arthashastra 

 Contains 15 books & 180 chapters; with main theme divided into 3 

 parts 

I. King & his council and departments of government 

II. Civil & criminal law 

III. Diplomacy of war 

 Megasthenese's  =  Indica  

I. Megasthene was a Greek ambassador in court of Chandragupta 

 maurya. 

II. His book is survived in fragments & provides detail about  mauryan 

 administration & military organization, particularly  of capital city 

 (Patliputra) 

 Visakha Datta   =  Mudra Rakshasa 

 The Mudrarakshasa - is a historical play in Sanskrit by 

 Vishakhadatta that narrates the ascent of the king Chandragupta 
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 Maurya (324 –  297) to power in India. It is  dated variously from the 

 late 4th century to the 8th century. 

 Puranas  

 Buddhist Literature 

2.  ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOURCES  

 Ashokan Edicts and Inscription 

 Other Inscription 

MAURYA ORIGIN 

 Purans describe them as shudras  

 Mudrakshasa of Vishakhadatta uses the term Vrishal  

 The junagarh Rock Inscription of Rudradaman says of vaishya 

 origin 

 CONCLUSION – we can say that the Mauryas belonged to the 

 Moriya tribe 

CHANDRAGUPTA MAURYA 321BC-297BC 

 Chandragupta dethroned the last Nanda ruler Dhananand and 

 occupied Patliputra in 321 BC  
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 Founder of Maurya dynasty 

 In 305 Chandragupta defeated Selecus Nikator who surrendered   

 Chandragupta became a jain and went to Sravanbelgola 

        with Bhadrabahu 

 Greek ambassador sent to the court of Chandragupta by Selecus 

 Nikator – Megasthenese 

 Responsible for political unification  

BINDUSARA 

 Chandragupta Maurya was succeeded by his son Bindusara 

 Bindusara known to the greeks as Amitrochates/Amitraghata 

 Follower of Ajivika Sect 

ASHOKA 273 – 232 BC 

 Governor of Ujjain and Takshila  

 Ashoka fought the Kalinga war in 261 BC . In other words 

 Bherighosa was replaced by Dhammaghosa 

 He sent his son and Daughter to Srilanka for the spread of Buddhism 
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 Sent his son Mahendra & daughter Sangamitra to Srilanka who 

 planted branches of original Bodhi tree there. 

 Convened 3rd Buddhist council at patliputra to strengthen sangha 

 

Brihadratha Maurya -was the last ruler of the Maurya Empire. He ruled 

from c. 187 – c. 180 BCE. He was killed by his general, Pushyamitra 

Shunga, who went on to establish the Shunga Empire. 
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ASHOKAN EDICTS 

 Left records engraved on Stones , in the form of rock edicts and 

 pillar edicts 

 Written in Kharoshti and Brahmi scripts 

 In Inscriptions Ashoka refers to himself as ''Beloved of the Gods and 

 ''king Priya-darshi'' 

 The emblem of the Indian Republic has been adopted from the lion 

 capital of one of Ashoka's Pillar which is located in saranath 
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Art & Architecture 

 Use of stone to make monuments started in time of Ashoka 

 Highly polished, monolithic, slightly tapering rock pillars & highly 

 polished caves (for monks) 

 Sarnath Pillar: 4 lions standing back to back with small lion, elephant, 

 bull & horse in circle 

 Barabar Caves and the Ajivika One of the famous caves in Indian state of 

 Bihar, Lomas Rishi was created at Barabar Hills during Maurya period of 

 323 BC - 185 BC and is dedicated to Ajivaka Cult. Ajivaka is the religion 
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 which was prevalent in those days. Lomas Rishi cave is one of the few 

 bits of architecture left to us from the Maurya period. It is a cult-shrine art 

 created for the Ajivaka sect by Ashoka and his grandson. 

 Introduction of burnt bricks to make structures & ring wells along with 

 use of spoked wheel for the 1st time after Indus valley civilization 

 Abundance of pottery & punch marked coins were found of Mauryan era. 

 May be art of making steel started & spread by Mauryas. 
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