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Causes of New Movements – Jainism and Buddhism: 

 Vedic philosophy had lost its original purity  

 Rites and ceremonies were painfully elaborate and expensive 

 Sacrifices prescribed by the Vedas were not in the reach of common man 

 Caste system had become rigid and brutal. Strict restrictions on food, drinks and 

marriage. 

 Person of low caste had a miserable life. Buddhism and Jainism offered them an 

honoured place. 

 Vedic religion became very complex  and degenerated into superstitions, dogmas and 

rituals 

 Supremacy of Brahmins created unrest. They had lost the old ideals and were no 

longer leading a pure and holy life full of knowledge. Instead, they created 

intellectual confusion and dominated every aspect of the life of Aryans 

 All the religious treatises were written in Sanskrit which was the language of the elite 

and not the masses 

 Mahavira and Buddha explained to the people in simple language of common man 

Pali or Prakrit. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 In Rig veda – Rishabh and Arishtanemi  

 Vishnu purana and bhagvat puranan – Rishabha as Incarnation of Narayna 

 Ist Tirthankar – Rishabha dev  -  Bull  

 23rd Tirthankar – Parashvanatha – Serpent  

 24th Tirthankar 

      Parashvanath  

 He was 23rd  Tirthankara. 

 Father – Ashvasena (king of Kashi) 

 Mother – Vama Devi 

 He renounced the world and became an ascetic when he was 30 years old. 

 He achieved Gyan on the Sammet Sikhar. 

Parashvanath doctries  

 Ahinsa (Do not commit violence)            

 Satya  (Do not speak a lie)   

 Asteya (Do not Steal) 

 Aparigraha (Do not acquires property)   

       

 
Parashvanath Mandir 
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 VARDHAMAN MAHAVIRA  

 He was born in Kundagram (Distt Muzaffarpur, Bihar) in 599 BC. 

 His father Siddharth was the head of Jnatrika clan. His mother was Trishla, sister 

of Lichchavi Prince Chetak of Vaishali. 

 Mahavira was related to Bimbisara. 

 Married to Yashoda, had a daughter named priyadarshini, whose husband Jamali 

became his first disciple. 

 At 30, after the death of his parents, he became an ascetic. 

 In the 13th year of his asceticism, outside the town of Jrimbhikgrama, he attained 

supreme knowledge (Kaivalya). 

 From now on he was called Jaina or Jitendriya and Mahavira, and his followers 

named Jain. He also got title of Arihant. 

 Mahavira preached almost  the same message as Parshwanath and added one more, 

Brahmacharya (celibacy) to it. 

 Delivered his first sermon at Pava to his Disciples 

 At the age of 72 in 468 BC he passed away at Pavapuri near Bihar Sharif. 

   Note: In Jainism, three Ratnas (Triratnas) are given and they are called the way to 

Nirvana. They are Right Faith, Right Knowledge and Right Conduct. 
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Teachings of Mahavira 

They will not cause any harm to any living being – Nonviolence (Ahimsa) 

They will speak harmless truth – Truthfulness (Satya) 

They won’t take anything which is not properly given – Non Stealing (Asteya) 

They won’t indulge in any kind of sensual pleasure – Chastity (Brahmacharya, added 

by Mahavira) 

They will have to detach themselves from people, materialistic things and places – Non-

attachment (Aparigraha) 

 

History of Jain Councils : 

•     First Council :  

 Held at Pataliputra  

 By Sthulabhadra  

 In the beginning of third century BC.  

 It resulted in the compilation of 12 Angas to replace 14 Purvas. 

 

•     Second Council : 

 It was held at Vallabhi (Gujarat) 

 In the fifth century AD  

 under the leadership of Devaradhi Kshamasramana. 
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Names and symbols of 24 Tirthankaras 

NAME EMBLEM 

1) Rishabha (Adinath) Bull 

2) Ajitnath Elephant 

3) Sambhav Nath Horse 

4) Abhinandan-Nath Monkey 

5) Sumatinath Curlew 

6) Padmaprabha Red Lotus 

7) Suparshvanath Svastika 

8) Chandra-Prabha Crescent 

9) Pushpadanta Dolphin 

(Suvidhinath) 
 

10) Shitalnath Wishing Tree 

11) Shreyamsanath Garuda 

12) Vasupujya Buffalo 

13) Vimalnath Boar 

14) Anantanath Bear 

15) Dharmanath Vajardanda 

16) Shantinath Deer 

17) Kunthunath He Ggoat 

18) Aranath Fish 

19) Malinath Waterpot 
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20) Munisuvrata Tortoise 

21) Naminath Blue Lotus 

22) Neminath Conch 

23) Parshvanath Serpent 

  

        24)Mahavira (Vardhamana)      Lion 
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