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Parliament of India 

 

 

The Parliament of India is the supreme legislative body of the Republic of India. The Parliament is 

composed of the President of India and the houses. It is bicameral with two houses: the Rajya Sabha 

(Council of States) and the Lok Sabha (House of the People). The President in his role as head of 

legislature has full powers to summon and prorogue either house of Parliament or to dissolve Lok Sabha. 

The president can exercise these powers only upon the advice of the Prime Minister and his Union 

Council of Ministers. 

 

Those elected or nominated (by the President) to either house of Parliament are referred to as members 

of parliament (MP). The Members of Parliament, Lok Sabha are directly elected by the Indian public 

voting in Single-member districts and the Members of Parliament, Rajya Sabha are elected by the 

members of all of the State Legislative Assembly by proportional representation. The Parliament has a 

sanctioned strength of 545 in Lok Sabha including the 2 nominees from the Anglo-Indian Community 

by the President, and 245 in Rajya Sabha including the 12 nominees from the expertise of different fields 

of science, culture, art and history. The Parliament meets at Sansad Bhavan in New Delhi. 

 
The Indian Parliament consists of two houses called the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha with the President 

of India acting as their head. 

 

President of India 
 

The President of India, the Head of state is a component of Parliament. Under Article 60 and Article 

111, President's responsibility is to scrutinise that bills/laws passed by the parliament are in accordance 

with constitutional mandate and stipulated procedure is followed before according his/her approval to 

the bills. The President of India is elected by the members of Parliament of India and the state legislatures 

and serves for a term of five years 

 

Lok Sabha 
 

Lok Sabha (House of the People) or the lower house has 545 members. 543 members are directly elected 

by citizens of India on the basis of universal adult franchise representing Parliamentary constituencies 

across the country and 2 members are appointed by the President of India from Anglo-Indian 

Community. Every citizen of India who is over 18 years of age, irrespective of gender, caste, religion or 

race, who is otherwise not disqualified, is eligible to vote for the Lok Sabha.The Constitution provides 

that the maximum strength of the House be 552 members. It has a term of five years. To be eligible for 

membership in the Lok Sabha, a person must be a citizen of India and must be 25 years of age or older, 

mentally sound, should not be bankrupt and should not be criminally convicted. The total elective 

membership is distributed among the States in such a way that the ratio between the number of seats 

allotted to each State and the population of the State is, so far as practicable, the same for all States 
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Rajya Sabha 
 

Rajya Sabha (Council of States) or the upper house is a permanent body not subject to dissolution. One 

third of the members retire every second year, and are replaced by newly elected members. Each member 

is elected for a term of six years. Its members are indirectly elected by members of legislative bodies of 

the states. The Rajya Sabha can have a maximum of 250 members. It currently has a sanctioned strength 

of 245 members, of which 233 are elected from States and Union Territories and 12 are nominated by 

the President. The number of members from a state depends on its population. The minimum age for a 

person to become a member of Rajya Sabha is 30 years 

 

 

Session of parliament 
 

The period during which the House meets to conduct its business is called a session. The Constitution 

empowers the president to summon each House at such intervals that there should not be more than a 

six-month gap between the two sessions. Hence the Parliament must meet at least twice a year. In India, 

the parliament conducts three sessions each year 

 

Budget session: February to May  biggest session 

Monsoon session: July to September 

Winter session: November to December smallest session 

 

LOK SABHA 

Lok Sabha, as the name itself signifies, is the body of representatives of the people. Its members are 

directly elected, normally once in every five years by the adult population who are eligible to vote. 

The minimum qualifying age for membership of the House is 25 years. The present membership of 

Lok Sabha is 545. The number is divided among the different States and Union Territories as follows: 

(1) Andhra Pradesh 42 

(2) Arunachal Pradesh 2 

(3) Assam 14 

(4) Bihar 40 

(5) Chhattisgarh 11 

(6) Goa 2 
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(7) Gujarat 26 

(8) Haryana 10 

(9) Himachal Pradesh 4 

(10) Jammu & Kashmir 6 

(11) Jharkhand 14 

(12) Karnataka 28 

(13) Kerala 20 

(14) Madhya Pradesh 29 

(15) Maharashtra 48 

(16) Manipur 2 

(17) Meghalaya 2 

(18) Mizoram 1 

(19) Nagaland 1 

(20) Orissa 21 

(21) Punjab 13 

(22) Rajasthan 25 

(23) Sikkim 1 

(24) Tamil Nadu 39 

(25) Tripura 2 

(26) Uttaranchal 5 

(27) Uttar Pradesh 80 

(28) West Bengal 42 
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(29) Andaman & Nicobar Islands 1 

(30) Chandigarh 1 

(31) Dadra & Nagar Haveli 1 

(32) Daman & Diu 1 

(33) NCT of Delhi 7 

(34) Lakshadweep 1 

(35) Pondicherry 1 

(36) Anglo-Indians (if nominated 2 by the President under Article 331 of the Constitution) 

RAJYA SABHA 

Rajya Sabha is the Upper House of Parliament. It has not more than 250 members. Members of Rajya 

Sabha are not elected by the people directly but indirectly by the Legislative Assemblies of the various 

States. Every State is allotted a certain number of members. No member of Rajya Sabha can be under 

30 years of age. 

Twelve of Rajya Sabha members are nominated by the President from persons who have earned 

distinction in the fields of literature, art, science and social service. 

Rajya Sabha is a permanent body. It is not subject to dissolution but one-third of its members retire 

every two years. Rajya Sabha was duly constituted for the first time on April 3, 1952 and it held its 

first sitting on May 13, that year. 

There are at present 245 members in Rajya Sabha, distributed among different States and Union 

Territories as follows: 

(1) Andhra Pradesh 18 

(2) Arunachal Pradesh 1 

(3) Assam 7 

(4) Bihar 16 

(5) Chhattisgarh 5 
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(6) Goa 1 

(7) Gujarat 11 

(8) Haryana 5 

(9) Himachal Pradesh 3 

(10) Jammu & Kashmir 4 

(11) Jharkhand 6 

(12) Karnataka 12 

(13) Kerala 9 

(14) Madhya Pradesh 11 

(15) Maharashtra 19 

(16) Manipur 1 

(17) Meghalaya 1 

(18) Mizoram 1 

(19) Nagaland 1 

(20) Orissa 10 

(21) Punjab 7 

(22) Rajasthan 10 

(23) Sikkim 1 

(24) Tamil Nadu 18 

(25) Tripura 1 

(26) Uttaranchal 3 

(27) Uttar Pradesh 31 
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(28) West Bengal 16 

(29) NCT of Delhi 3 

(30) Pondicherry 1 

(31) Nominated by the President under 12 Article 80(1)(a) of the Constitution 

Lok Sabha Speaker  

Lok Sabha elects one of its own members as its Presiding Officer and he is called the Speaker. He is 

assisted by the  Deputy Speaker who is also elected by Lok Sabha. The conduct of business in Lok 

Sabha is the responsibility of the Speaker. 

The Vice-President of India is the ex-officio Chairman of Rajya Sabha. He is elected by the members 

of an electoral college consisting of members of both Houses of Parliament. Rajya Sabha also elects 

one of its members to be the Deputy Chairman. 

 

Functions of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 

The main function of both the Houses is to pass laws. Every Bill has to be passed by both the Houses 

and assented to by the President before it becomes law. The subjects over which Parliament can 

legislate are the subjects mentioned under the Union List in the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution 

of India. Broadly speaking, Union subjects are those important subjects which for reasons of 

convenience, efficiency and security are administered on all-India basis. The principal Union subjects 

are Defence, Foreign Affairs, Railways, Transport and Communications, Currency and Coinage, 

Banking, Customs and Excise Duties. There are numerous other subjects on which both Parliament 

and State Legislatures can legislate. 

Under this category mention may be made of economic and social planning, social security and 

insurance, labour welfare, price control and vital statistics. 

Besides passing laws, Parliament can by means of resolutions, motions for adjournment, discussions 

and questions addressed by members to Ministers exercise control over the administration of the 

country and safeguard people’s liberties. 
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Difference between Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 

(1) Members of Lok Sabha are directly elected by the eligible voters. Members of Rajya Sabha are 

elected by the elected members of State Legislative Assemblies in accordance with the system of 

proportional representation by means of single transferable vote. 

(2) The normal life of every Lok Sabha is 5 years only while Rajya Sabha is a permanent body. 

(3) Lok Sabha is the House to which the Council of Ministers is responsible under the 

Constitution(Lok Sabha). Money Bills can only be introduced in Lok Sabha. Also it is Lok Sabha 

which grants the money for running the administration of the country. 

(4) Rajya Sabha has special powers to declare that it is necessary and expedient in the national interest 

that Parliament may make laws with respect to a matter in the State List or to create by law one or 

more all-India services common to the Union and the States. 
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