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 A five-member committee has been formed to select the candidate for the post of editor-

in-chief of Rajya Sabha TV (RSTV). 

 Indian Boxers have won 8 medals at 3rd Youth International Championships Balkan 

Open 2017. 

 Kotak Mahindra Bank has tied up with Samsung Pay through which card holders will 

be able to pay using smartphones at merchant establishments. 

 American author George Saunders has won the prestigious Man Booker Prize 2017. 

 Dipa Karmakar will be awarded a D Litt degree from the National Institute of 

Technology (NIT), Agartala. 

 Alka Yagnik and Udit Narayan has been selected for the Madhya Pradesh government‘s 

prestigious National Lata Mangeshkar Award. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the first phase of Ghogha-Dahej Roll-

on Roll-off ferry service at Ghogha in Bhavnagar district in Gujarat. 

 Ine Eriksen Soereide has been appointed as the first female foreign minister of Norway. 

 Steve Squeri has been appointed as the CEO of American Express. 

 Gaganjeet Bhullar has won the Macao Open Trophy for the Second Time. 

 India has won the Asia cup 2017 by defeating Malaysia. 

 Kidambi Srikanth has won the Denmark Open title by defeating Lee Hyun Il. 

 Mercedes' British Formula One driver Lewis Hamilton has won the US Grand Prix. 

 Rakesh Asthana has been appointed as the CBI Special Director. 

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj has inaugurated the new Chancery Complex 

in the Indian High Commission in Dhaka. 

SOIL HEALTH CARD (Agriculture) 

Scheme launched to reduce fertilizers usage and expenses. 

Soil Health Cards to be issued to all farmers by 2018 
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6.93 crore soil Health Cards distributed. 

2.80 crore soil samples collected till 25.4.2017. 

Under Soil Health Management Scheme, Rs. 840.52 crores released to the 

States during 2014-17 against Rs.27.76 crores during 2011-14 

Under Soil Health Cards Scheme, Rs.253.82 crores released to the states 

during 2014-17 

9063 Soil Testing Laboratories including 8572 Mini Labs sanctioned to the 

States between 2014-17 against 15 during 2011-14. 

 

 Former Director of Intelligence Bureau Dineshwar Sharma has been appointed as 

Central Government's representative for the dialogue on Kashmir issue.  

 HSBC has appointed Jayant Rikhye as the new Chief Executive Officer for India 

operations. 

 Suresh Sethi has been appointed as the Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer 

of India Post Payments Bank (IPPB). 

 Ngangom Sarat Singh has been appointed as the member of the Joint Electricity 

Regulatory Commission (JERC) for Manipur and Mizoram. 

 Sibi George has been appointed as the next Ambassador of India to Switzerland. 

 Cristiano Ronaldo has won the FIFA Best Player of the Year award for the second 

straight year. 

 Jitu Rai and Heena Sidhu have won gold medal in ISSF World Cup in the 10m air 

pistol mixed team event. 

 Meghalaya Election Department has entered into the Limca Book of Records for the 

formation of the biggest human logo. 

 RBI has constituted a ‘High Level Task Force on Public Credit Registry (PCR) for 

India’. 
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 NS Venkatesh has been appointed as chief executive of the Association of Mutual 

Funds in India. 

 According  Coeus Age Consulting's report Madhya Pradesh has emerged as the top 

state in terms of digital initiatives. 

 IndusInd Bank in association with MobiKwik has announced the launch of a co-

branded wallet ‘IndusInd MobiKwik’. 

 EEPC of India has signed an MOU with Punjab National Bank to provide easy access 

to finance SMEs and merchant exporters of the council. 

 Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed $300 Million 

Loan to Promote Fiscal Reforms in West Bengal. 

 RBI has imposed a monetary penalty of ₹2 crore on IDFC Bank for contravention of 

regulatory restrictions pertaining to loans and advances. 

PRADHAN MANTRI KRISHI SINCHAI YOJANA – PMKSY (Agriculture, 

RD, Water Resources & GR) 

Har Khet ko Paani: Cabinet approves plan to ensure irrigation for every 

agricultural land on 1 July 2015. 

More crop per drop: PMKSY to cover 28.5 Lakh hectare area under 

irrigation 

Rs. 50,000 crores to be invested in five years to achieve ‘Water to Every Field 

/ Har Khet Ko Paani’ 

Budget of Rs. 5189 crores for Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojna increased 

to Rs.7377 crore 

Long Term Irrigation Fund Augmented by 100% to Rs 40,000 Crore 

(Budget2017-18) 

Dedicated Micro Irrigation fund with a sum of Rs. 5000 crores to be set up for 

the achievement of the goal of “per drop – more crop”. 

Under ‘Per Drop More Crop’ for micro irrigation 17.99 lakh hectares 

brought under micro irrigation from 2014-17 
 

 ‘Queen of Thumri’ Girija Devi has passed away recently. She was 88. 

 Manav Thakkar has become the first Indian to occupy the top spot in the ITTF World 

Junior Circuit standings. 

 Freedom fighter and lawyer Gaur Kishore Ganguli died. He was 96 
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 Famous actress Sharmila Tagore has been honoured with the Lifetime Achievement 

Award by the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

 According to International Air Transport Association (IATA), Indian aviation market 

will be the third largest market in the world by 2036. 

 Singapore’ passport has been named as the most powerful passport in the global 

passport power rank 2017. 

 Indian-origin campaigner Gina Miller has been named the UK’s most influential black 

person of the year. 

 Indian cricket team captain Virat Kohli has been ranked seventh among athletes on 

Forbes list of world's most valuable sports brands. 

 Alok Kumar Pateria has been appointed as the Additional Director General of CISF.  

 Emmy Award-winning actor Robert Guillaume has passed away recently. He was 89. 

 South African Indian-origin couple Salim Abdool Karim and Quarraisha Abdool 

Karim have won the top US award for AIDS research. 

 Bank of India has appointed Debabrata Sarkar as its Board Member. 

 Jacinda Ardern sworn in as the Prime Minister of New Zealand. 

 Saudi Arabia has become the first country to grant citizenship to a Robot. 

 According to Credit Suisse' report, India has third highest number of family-owned 

businesses in the World. 

PRADHAN MANTRI FASAL BIMA YOJANA (Agriculture) 

To provide insurance at lowest premium rate to farmers with added benefits. 

Launched on 13th January 2016. 

Biggest financial support till date by the Central Government in crop 

insurance. 

Plan to increase crop insurance coverage from 20% to 50% in the next 2-3 

years 

Implemented by 23 States during Kharif 2016; 401.54 lakh farmers covered 

and 392.82 lakh hectares insured over the sum insured of Rs.   1, 35, 00,572.17 

lakh . 

During Rabi 2016-17, as of now, 390.79 lakh farmers covered and more than 

379 lakh hectares insured over the sum insured of Rs. 1,29,58,383.40 lakh. 
 

 Veteran writer-lyricist Javed Akhtar has been honoured with the Hridaynath 

Mangeshkar Award. 

 Kiren Rijiju inaugurated the Special Centre for Disaster Research at Jawaharlal Nehru 

University (JNU). 

 Noted Malayalam writer Punathil Kunjabdulla has passed away recently. He was 77. 
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 India has signed a MOU with Sri Lanka to build 1200 houses in Hambantota. 

 Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed $65.5 Million 

Loan agreement to support Coastal Protection in Karnataka. 

 Puducherry has become a new associate member of BCCI. 

 Anil Khaitan has been appointed as a new president of PHD Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry. 

 Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) has become the first Indian company to cross Rs6 trillion 

market capitalization. 

 Piyush Goyal has launched Indian Railway’s first set of solar plants on roof tops of 

Hazrat Nizamuddin, New Delhi, Anand Vihar and Delhi railway stations. 
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