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World Bank approves USD 570mn for Bangladesh 

The World Bank has approved a total of USD 570 million for two projects in 

Bangladesh to improve health, nutrition, and population services and strengthen 

the country’s public procurement. The World Bank and the (Bangladesh) 

government have been working together for years to improve the health sector 

and public procurement performance. The USD 515 million Health Sector 

Support Project will strengthen the country’s health system and improve quality 

and coverage of essential service delivery, with a focus on the Sylhet and 

Chittagong divisions, where key health indicators are below national average. 

Investors, intermediaries confident of India's 6.5-7.5% GDP growth: 

Moody's 

Some of the largest investors, intermediaries and issuers in Asia Pacific are 

confident of India's stable economic growth in the region of 6.5 per cent and 7.5 

per cent over the next 12-18 months.  According to the global credit rating agency 

Moody's, the views were gathered in a poll conducted jointly with its Indian 

affiliate, ICRA Ltd. More than 60 per cent of market participants that Moody's 

and ICRA surveyed in Mumbai and Singapore believe that India's (Baa3 positive) 

GDP (gross domestic product) growth rate will range between 6.5 per cent and 

7.5 per cent over the next 12-18 months. On the impact of Goods and Services 

Tax (GST), Moody's said that over the medium term, the GST will contribute to 

productivity gains and faster GDP growth by making it easier to do business, 

thereby unifying national markets and enhancing India's attractiveness as a 

foreign investment destination. It will also help facilitate the government revenue 

generation by improving tax compliance and administration; with both factors 

positive for India's credit profile, which is constrained by a low revenue base. 

Flipkart completes eBay India merger  

E-commerce major Flipkart has completed the merger with eBay India’s 

operations. With this, eBay.in will now be a Flipkart Group company. The deal 

was announced in April when the Flipkart group raised USD 1.4 billion from 
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global technology major’s eBay, Tencent and Microsoft. In exchange of an equity 

stake in Flipkart, eBay had made a cash investment of USD 500 million and sold 

its eBay.in business to Flipkart. Flipkart customers will get expanded product 

choices with the wide array of global inventory available on eBay while eBay 

customers will have access to a more unique Indian inventory from Flipkart 

sellers. The partnership will, therefore, provide an opportunity to sellers on 

Flipkart’s platform to expand their sales globally. 

Mukesh Ambani Replaces Li Ka-Shing as Asia's Second-Richest Man 

India’s richest man Mukesh Ambani has elbowed past Hong Kong realty magnet 

Li Ka-shing to emerge as Asia’s second-richest man. According to Bloomberg 

Billionaires Index, RIL chairman has added $12.5 billion to his wealth this year 

as petroleum-to-telecom major’s stock touched a record high. Alibaba’s 

Chairman Jack Ma is on top position. The latest boost to RIL share came with the 

launch of JioPhone, an effectively free homegrown 4G device which has high-

end features like voice assistant and supports 22 languages, last month. Once 

JioPhone hits the market on August 15, a large section of about 50 crore 2G phone 

users is likely to move to Jio network. RIL has invested more than $31 billion in 

telecom business, considered to be passion of Mukesh Ambani. While about 90 

per cent of RIL’s revenues continue to come from its refining and petrochemicals 

business, a Bloomberg report pointed about that the company’s debt has climbed 

to a 15-year high, mainly due to telecom investments. 

Airtel Payment Bank ties up with HPCL for ATM services 

Airtel Payments Bank, India’s first payments bank has announced a strategic 

partnership with Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) for ATM 

services. Under this, 14,000 HPCL fuel stations will act as banking points for 

Airtel Payments Bank. It also offer facilities such as opening of account, cash 

deposit and cash withdrawal to the payment bank’s customers. Airtel Payments 

Bank customers will also be able to make digital payments for fuel purchases 

across 14,000 HPCL fuel stations by using their mobile phones. These cashless 
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payments can be made via smartphones (My Airtel App) as well as feature phones 

(USSD). There is no transaction fee for these digital payments. 

RBI Cuts Key Rate by 25 Basis Points 

The Reserve Bank of India has cut its benchmark interest rate by 25 basis points 

to 6 per cent, citing moderation in inflation and weakening industrial activity. The 

decision, taken after two days of deliberations by the Monetary Policy 

Committee, is likely to lower EMIs for home, auto and personal loans. This is the 

first rate cut since October 2016 and the interest rate is now at a six-year low. In 

line with record low retail inflation, the RBI Governor headed MPC cut policy 

repo rate by 0.25 per cent and the reverse repo by a similar proportion to 5.75 per 

cent. “In June, retail inflation measured by year-on-year changes in the CPI 

plunged to its lowest reading in the series based to 2011-12,” the RBI said in the 

monetary policy statement. Low inflation gave the RBI wiggle room to act on 

rates. The RBI under law is mandated to keep inflation at 4%. Consumer Price 

Inflation in June was 1.54%. Of the six members of the MPC, four, including 

deputy governor Viral Acharya and Governor Urjit Patel voted for a 0.25 

percentage point cut while one member voted for a policy rate reduction of 0.50 

percentage points. Only one member, Michael Debabrata Patra, voted for status 

quo. 

SEBI forms committee headed by T K Viswanathan on fair market conduct  

SEBI has set up a committee on fair market conduct on 2nd of August 2017. It 

will suggest measures for improving surveillance of the markets and strengthen 

rules for algo trades, among other norms.  

UN, Home Ministry join hands to combat human trafficking  

The UN Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the Home Ministry have 

joined hands to combat human trafficking originating from the neighbouring 

countries. UN Women and the UNODC also decided to collaborate to fight off 

the menace, while observing the World Day against Trafficking in Persons.World 

Day against Trafficking in Persons was on July 30. 
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India, Russia sign 3 contracts on Kudankulam  

India and Russia have signed contracts for priority design works and supply of 

main equipment for units 5 and 6 of the Kudankulam nuclear power plant in Tamil 

Nadu, two months after the main framework agreement for these units were 

signed during Prime Minister Narendra Modi visit to Russia. Three main 

contracts were signed between state- owned Nuclear Power Corporation of India 

(NPCIL) and Russia’s JSC Atomstroyexport for priority design works, working 

design and supply of the main equipment for stage III of Kudankulam NPP. JSC 

Atomstroyexport is a key foreign trade engineering company of State Corporation 

"Rosatom" for construction of nuclear power facilities abroad. "The project for 

construction of Units 5 and 6 of Kudankulam NPP is passing to the practical 

implementation phase.  

India is world's third biggest beef exporter 

India is the world's third-biggest exporter of beef and is projected to hold on to 

that position over the next decade, according to a report by the Food and 

Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 

(OECD). In the report, Brazil has been named the world's top beef exporter and 

Australia is ranked second. OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2017-2026 report, 

said that India exported 1.56 million tonnes of beef last year. The report also said 

that the nation is expected to maintain "its position as the third-largest beef 

exporter, accounting for 16 percent of global exports in 2026" by exporting 1.93 

tonnes that year. The type of beef exported was not specified, but the meat 

exported appeared to be mostly from buffaloes as the report specified the animal 

for imports by Myanmar from India. 

Commodity trade at 4 Indo-Bangla border haats allowed 

The government has allowed trade of several commodities such as locally 

produced vegetables and garments at four border haats between India and 

Bangladesh. The commodities will be allowed to be traded in the border haats at 

-- Baliamari-Kalaichar, Lauwaghar - Balat, East Madugram and Middle Place of 
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Sagaria - Srinagar, and Tarapur - Kamalsagar. The products include fruits, spices, 

bamboo, bamboo grass, items of cottage industries, agricultural equipment, fruit 

juice, toiletries, cosmetics and stationary. 

Arvind Panagariya resigns as NITI Aayog vice-chairman 

NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Arvind Panagariya resigned from his post, and will 

hand over charge of his office on August 31. The Indian American economist is 

reportedly returning to the United States to resume his academics. Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi had appointed him as the first vice-chairman of NITI Aayog on 

January 5, 2015. Earlier, Panagariya served as a professor of Economics at New 

York`s Columbia University till. Panagariya has in the past been the Chief 

Economist of the Asian Development Bank and a Professor of Economics and 

Co-director, Center for International Economics, University of Maryland at 

College Park. He has also worked for the World Bank, International Monetary 

Fund, World Trade Organization, and the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development (UNCTAD) in various capacities. 

Online sale of agri produce made easy as govt launches e-RaKAM portal 

The government launched a portal, e-RaKAM, to provide a platform to sell 

agricultural produce.The portal is a joint initiative by state-run-auctioneer MSTC 

and Central Warehousing Corporation arm CRWC. Launching the portal with 

Steel Minister Chaudhary Birender Singh, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public 

Distribution Minister Ram Vilas Paswan said the effort should be to auction 20 

lakh tonnes of pulses in the first phase through the platform. 

Train Crosses Metro's New 'Highest Point' For the First Time  

At a point between the upcoming Mayapuri and South Campus metro stations, 

trains will chug along at a height of 23.6 metres - as high as a seven-storey 

building. The Delhi Metro took a big step towards achieving that feat when a train 

was taken across the point for the first time, as part of its preparations towards 

commencement of trial runs on this section, which is a part of the upcoming Pink 
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Line. The new section crosses over the existing alignment of the Airport Express 

line at Dhaula Kuan, as well as a few flyovers. 

Govt approves MoU for BRICS agri platform 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs gave ex-post facto approval for a 

MoU signed by India and other BRICS nations for setting up of an agriculture 

research platform. In October last year, a memorandum of understanding (MoU) 

for setting up agriculture research platform (ARP) was signed by foreign 

ministers of BRICS countries in the 8th BRICS Summit held at Goa, an official 

release said. The ex-post facto approval to the same MoU was given by the CCEA 

in a meeting held. The Centre will promote sustainable agricultural development 

and poverty alleviation through strategic cooperation in agriculture to provide 

food security in the BRICS member countries. 

Army launches app for soldiers 

The Indian Army has developed a mobile app 'Humraaz' through which serving 

soldiers can track details like postings and promotions. Through this app, soldiers 

can also view their monthly salary slips and the Form 16 and also download them. 

The mobile app has been developed in-house by the Army and will be launched 

in the second week of August for prompt communication of information to junior 

commissioner officers and other personnels. For security reasons, the installation 

of the application has been linked to verification of Aadhar details.  

World's smallest spacecraft Sprites launched by Indian rocket 

The world's smallest spacecraft were on 23 June 2017 successfully launched into 

low-Earth orbit by Indian rocket Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV). Known 

as 'Sprites', these tiny satellites are just 3.5cm x 3.5cm and carry radios, sensors 

and computers, and each device is powered by sunlight and weighs just four 

grams. The Sprites were constructed by researchers at Cornell University and 

transported into space as secondary payloads by the two larger German satellites 

Max Valier and Venta.This mission is designed to test how well the Sprites' 

electronics perform in orbit. Though Sprites have previously been carried to the 
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International Space Station, but this is the first time that it was possible to launch 

such a lightweight satellite into space and communicate with it. The Sprite 

Spacecraft was developed under the Breakthrough Starshot program and is the 

creation of Zac Manchester, whose 2011 Kickstarter campaign 'KickSat' raised 

the first funds to develop the concept. 

About Breakthrough Starshot 

Breakthrough Starshot is a comprehensive program under Breakthrough 

Initiatives to develop and launch practical interstellar space missions. 

Announced by Yuri Milner and Stephen Hawking, it is a USD 100 million 

program that aims to demonstrate proof of concept for light-propelled spacecraft 

that could fly at 20 per cent of light speed. It also aims to send one-gram chips to 

star systems beyond the solar system in search of extra-terrestrial intelligence. 

Satellite launched to monitor climate change and vegetation 

Two satellites including one dedicated to monitoring the effects of climate change 

on vegetation were successfully launched into orbit, Launch Company 

Arianespace said.  They were launched from Korou, in French Guiana. The 

Vegetation and Environment monitoring on a New Micro Satellite -- or Venus -- 

is a joint effort between France's National Centre for Space Studies (CNES) and 

Israel's space agency. Venus will photograph 110 specific sites across the world 

every two days for two-and-a-half years, charting the impact of climate change 

on ecosystems and agriculture as well as studying carbon stocks and plant 

evolution. The other satellite is on a reconnaissance mission for Italy's defence 

ministry. 

Mumbai's Patil, Lohia secure bronze at Asian School Chess 

Mumbai's Aditya Patil and Suhaani Lohia have clinched bronze medals at the 

Asian School Chess Competition in China. Aditya won the bronze medal in the 

Under-7 rapid championship held in Panjin, China. There were a total of 26 

players from 10 countries who took part in the competition out of which the 

eighth-seeded Aditya scored 5/7 and finished in third place.  
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Shiva Thapa, Manoj Kumar strike gold at Czech boxing tourney 

Indian boxers packed quite a heavy punch at the 48th Grand Prix Usti Nad Labem, 

clinching five gold, two silver and one bronze medal at the event in the Czech 

Republic. World Championships bronze-medallist Shiva Thapa (60kg), former 

Commonwealth Games gold-medallist Manoj Kumar (69kg), Amit Phangal 

(52kg), Gaurav Bidhuri (56kg) and Satish Kumar (+91kg) claimed gold medals 

after winning their respective summit clashes. Kavinder Bisht (52kg) and Manish 

Panwar (81kg), on the other hand, settled for silver medals. Earlier, Sumit 

Sangwan (91kg) had claimed a bronze after going down in the semifinals. 

India pip Kazakhstan in FIBA Asia Cup 

The Indian women's basketball team defeated Kazakhstan 75-73 in a thrilling 

contest to climb to Division A of the FIBA Asia Cup 2017. In the Division B final 

between two undefeated teams, India and Kazakhstan, it was the home team that 

came out victorious. India are now promoted to Division A for the next edition 

of the FIBA Women's Asia Cup. Govindraj, President of the Indian Basketball 

Federation, pleased with this victory, announced a cash prize of Rs. 10 lakhs for 

the Indian team. 

Sebastian Vettel wins Hungarian Grand Prix 

Ferrari's Formula One racer Sebastian Vettel won the Hungarian Grand Prix title. 

With this title win, Vettel has strengthened his position at the top of the world 

championship race. In the race, Vettel maintained his lead from the start and won 

the title by defeating his own team's Finnish player Kimi Raikkonen. This is 46th 

F-1 title of Vettel's career. Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas of Finland finished 

third. Vettel's victory with Hamilton in fourth extended his championship lead to 

14 points as Formula 1 heads into its four-week summer break. 

Isner downs Harrison for fourth ATP Atlanta title 

John Isner claimed his fourth ATP Atlanta title, saving a set-point in both sets en 

route to win over Ryan Harrison.Second-seeded American Isner notched his 

second ATP title in as many weeks after lifting the trophy in Newport.Atlanta 
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was the perfect place for him to keep the momentum going. Isner, who has 

reached the final in seven of eight editions of the tournament, added a fourth title 

to those he won in 2013, 2014 and 2015. 

Moeen Ali First English Spinner in 79 Years to Take Test Hat-trick 

Moeen Ali became the thirteenth Englishman to take a hat-trick in a Test match 

as he took the last three wickets of the South African innings to guide the hosts 

to a massive 239-run win in the third Test at the Kensington Oval. The victory 

puts England 2-1 up in the four-match series with the last Test starting on August 

4 at the Old Trafford in Manchester.Ali completed his hat-trick and thus became 

the first English spinner since Tom Goddard in 1938 to take a Hat-trick in Test 

cricket. Stuart Broad is the only English cricketer to have taken two Test hat-

tricks. 

Summer Olympics: Los Angeles agrees to host 2028 Games; Paris gets 2024 

Los Angeles formally announced its bid for the 2028 Summer Olympics after 

agreeing on a deal with the Olympic organizers. This deal with Olympic 

organizers paves the way for Paris to host the Summer Olympics in 2024.With 

this Los Angeles will be hosting the games for the third time since it first hosted 

in 1932. It last hosted Olympics in 1984.Games in Paris, the French capital, marks 

100 years since the last time it hosted the Games. Paris last hosted the Olympics 

in 1924 and had narrowly lost out to London for the right to host the 2012 

Games.The Los Angeles Olympic and Paralympic bid committee in cooperation 

with the International Olympic Committee (IOC) announced the same on 2017. 

The LA bid committee said in a statement that Los Angeles will host the Olympic 

Games and Paralympic Games 2028.Los Angeles had been in a race with Paris 

to host the 2024 Games, with the winner to be named by the IOC on September 

13 in Lima, Peru.The 2020 Summer Olympics will be hosted by Tokyo, Japan. 

Gulia wins bronze in Junior World Wrestling Championships 

India began their campaign in the Junior World Wrestling championships on a 

positive note as Veer Dev Gulia bagged a bronze medal on the opening day of the 
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competition in Tampere, Finland. In the men's 74kg freestyle, Gulia finished third 

on the podium after getting the better of Yamasaki Yajuro of Japan 8 -5 in the 

bronze medal play-off bout.Gulia had made it to the bronze medal play-offs 

despite losing in the quarterfinals, as his last-eight stage opponent, Isa Shapiev of 

Uzbekistan, reached the gold medal round of 74kg.  

Jhajharia, Sardar recommended for Khel Ratna 

Paralympic gold-medallist Devendra Jhajharia became the first paralympian to 

be recommended for the country's highest sporting honour -- the Rajiv Gandhi 

Khel Ratna award -- along with former hockey captain Sardar Singh. The 36-

year-old Jhajharia, who is the first Indian to win two Paralympic gold medals, 

was the first choice of the awards selection committee headed by Justice (Retd) 

C K Thakkar. Jhajharia had won his medals in the javelin throw event. The 

committee has picked 31-year-old midfielder Sardar as its second nominee for 

the top honour and has suggested that both Jhajharia and Sardar be considered for 

the award jointly. The final call on this would be taken by the Sports Ministry.  

Ravneet Kaur 

State-run India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC) has appointed 

Ravneet Kaur as the Chairperson and Managing Director.Kaur is the first woman 

to be appointed as full time Chairperson and Managing Director of ITDC.An IAS 

officer of 1988 batch, Punjab cadre, Kaur was Joint Secretary in Department of 

Industrial Policy and Promotion under Ministry of Commerce and Industry prior 

to her appointment.Kaur has taken over from Umang Narula. 

Manoj Pant 

JNU Professor Manoj Pant has been appointed as the Director of Indian Institute 

of Foreign Trade (IIFT).The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 

approved his appointment to the post on deputation basis for a period of five years 

or till he attains the age of 70 years.Pant has been teaching Trade Theory at the 

Centre for International Trade and Development, School of International Studies 

in Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU). 
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Ambuj Sharma 

Senior bureaucrat Ambuj Sharma has been appointed Secretary-General, 

National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). Sharma is a 1983 batch IAS 

officer of Tamil Nadu cadre. The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 

approved his appointment to the post. 

N N Sinha 

The additional chief secretary of Rural Development department of Jharkhand, N 

N Sinha, will be the new managing director National Highway Infrastructure 

Development Corporation Limited (NHIDCL).Sinha has been relieved of his 

duties from the Jharkhand government to take over as the MD of NHIDCL in 

Delhi.Sinha will be the second MD of the NHIDCL. The first MD was Anand 

Kumar, an IAS officer of Kerala cadre. 

Dhirendra Swarup 

Market regulator Sebi has approved the appointment of Dhirendra Swarup as the 

new chairman of Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).Swarup, who was a public 

interest director at the BSE, replaces incumbent Sudhakar Rao. 

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi 

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi has been elected as the 18th Prime Minister of Pakistan 

by country's National Assembly.Abbasi, 58, was elected as Pakistan's 18th 

premier after getting 221 votes in the House of 342, defeating his three rivals 

emphatically. 

Sanjaya Baru 

Sanjaya Baru, who was media advisor to former Prime Minister Manmohan 

Singh, has been named new secretary general of the Federation of Indian 

Chambers of Commerce and Industry (Ficci).Baru will assume the charge from 

September 1, Ficci President Pankaj Patel said in a statement.He will replace A 

Didar Singh.Singh, who is nearing completion of five years as secretary general, 

would now be holding the position of the Principal Advisor to Ficci President 

from September 1. 
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Christopher Wray 

Christopher Wray sworn in by US Attorney General Jeff Sessions as the new FBI 

director.A former US Assistant Attorney for the Criminal Division, Wray 

replaces James Comey, who was abruptly fired by President Donald Trump amid 

a probe into the Trump campaign's alleged collusion with Russia to influence the 

last year's presidential election. 

Devendra Chawla 

Walmart India, a wholly-owned subsidiary of US-based Walmart Stores Inc, has 

appointed Devendra Chawla as Executive Vice President (EVP) and Chief 

Operating Officer.Chawla had last month resigned from Future Consumer, a part 

of Kishore Biyani-led Future Group, where he was the CEO.In his new role at the 

retail giant, he will lead Merchandising, Marketing, and Omni Channel functions 

for Walmart India's Cash and Carry business. 

Medal of Honor 

US President Donald Trump awarded the first 'Medal of Honor' to an Army medic 

James McCloughan  who ran into danger to save wounded soldiers during a 

Vietnam War battle despite his own serious wounds.McCloughan was a 23-year-

old private first class who had been drafted into the Army when, in 1969, he found 

himself in the middle of the raging, days long Battle of Nui Yon Hill. 

McCloughan voluntarily entered the "kill zone" to rescue injured comrades, even 

as he was pelted with shrapnel from a rocket-propelled grenade, the back of his 

body slashed from head to foot.The Medal of Honor is given to Armed Forces 

members who distinguish themselves by going above and beyond the call of duty 

in battle. 

Bharat Gaurav   

Former India hockey captain Dhanraj Pillay was on ust 2017 honoured with the 

'Bharat Gaurav' by East Bengal Football Club on its foundation day. Bharat 

Gaurav is the highest award of the club.On the other hand, the club presented 

lifetime achievement awards to Subhash Bhowmick, a member of the 1970 Asian 
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Games bronze medal-winning national football team and Syed Naeemuddin, 

former national team coach.Meanwhile, Gurwinder Singh bagged the Footballer 

of the Year award while Boddupalli Amit was adjudged as the Cricketer of the 

Year. 

About Dhanraj Pillay•  

Pillay played a huge role in reviving the Indian Hockey team and performed 

brilliantly during his 15-year career.• He played a total of 339 matches for India, 

scoring 170 goals.• He represented India in four internationally in Olympics, 

World Cups, Champions Trophy and Asian Games.• He made his international 

hockey debut in 1989 in Allwyn Asia Cup.• He led India to win Asian Games in 

1998 and also won the Asia Cup in 2003.• Pillay was awarded with the Rajiv 

Gandhi Khel Ratna award in 1999-2000 for his remarkable performance and was 

later awarded with the Padma Shri in 2000. 

Ustad Sayeeduddin Dagar 

Eminent classical singer Ustad Sayeeduddin Dagar, who is credited with keeping 

the Dhrupad tradition of Indian classical music alive, died. He was 78.He is 

credited with making the Dhrupad tradition popular in Maharashtra. Dagar has a 

large following in India and abroad as he worked to spread Dhrupad throughout 

his life. Considered as the one of the oldest style of classical singing of North 

Indian music, Dhrupad was known to be on top during the period of Tansen.  

B.B Shivappa 

Veteran Karnataka BJP leader B B Shivappa passed away. He was 89.Shivappa, 

who joined BJP in 1981, served as its state president for five years from 1983 to 

1988.He was an MLA for two terms between 1994-2004 and represented 

Sakleshpur constituency.He had also served as an MLC from 1984-1990 and 

2007- 2009. 

Marian Diamond 

American neuroscientist Marian Diamond who studied Albert Einstein's brain in 

1984, passed away. She was 90.She was the first to show that anatomy of all 
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animals' brains can change with experience and improve with enrichment. 

Considered a pioneer in neuroscience, Diamond also demonstrated brain can 

develop at any age, and male and female brains are structured differently. 

Santosh Mohan 

Former union minister and a one-time heavyweight Congress leader Santosh 

Mohan Dev died. He was 86.Dev was Union Minister for Heavy Industries and 

Public Enterprise in the first UPA government led by Dr Manmohan Singh. He 

was elected to the Lok Sabha seven times since 1980 -- five times from Silchar 

and twice from Tripura.  

Sam Shepard 

Famous American playwright, Sam Shepard died. He was 73. Sam was also 

famous as an actor, screenwriter and director.Shepard wrote more than 40 plays 

and won the Pulitzer Prize for drama for Buried Child in 1979.He went on to be 

nominated for the best supporting actor Oscar for 1983's The Right Stuff and 

starred in films like Black Hawk Down as well as co-writing 1984's Paris, Texas. 

Pushpa Bhargava 

Veteran molecular biologist Pushpa Mittra Bhargava passed away in Hyderabad. 

He was 89.Bhargava was the founding director of Hyderabad based Centre for 

Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB).He was chairman of the Drafting 

Committee for the Assisted Reproductive Technologies (Regulation) Bill 2013.  

He was awarded Padma Bhushan in 1986. 
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