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TOP HEADLINES THIS WEEK:- 

 Writer, film producer and former actress Twinkle Khanna has been awarded with 

the Popular Choice Award at the sixth edition of Bangalore Literature Festival for 

her book "The Legend of Lakshmi Prasad". 

 Italy's Andrea Dovizioso won the Malaysian Grand prix title. 

 India and Japan's navies began their three-day anti-submarine paramilitary in the 

Indian Ocean region to further enhance their operational coordination in 

strategically important sea routes around these two countries. 

 India's young table tennis player Diya Chitale won the silver medal in the girls 

doubles category of the 2017 ITTF World Cadet Challenge. 

 Hosts India finished seventh overall with one gold, one silver and a bronze, while 

Italy pipped China in the medals tally, as the ISSF World Cup Final. 

 Indian junior men's hockey team defeated hosts Malaysia by 4-0 to finish third in 

the Sultan Johar Cup. 

 The Ministry of Human Resource Development will rank its over 1,000 Kendriya 

Vidyalayas (KV), a first of its kind initiative by the government, with an aim at 

improving the institutes through holding a competition among them. 

 India has become the largest market in terms of retail sales for Japanese auto major 

Honda in the Asia Oceania region in the first half of this fiscal. 

 India's star shutter Kidambi Srikanth won the French Open Super Series Badminton 

Tournament men's singles title. This is his fourth Super Series title. 

 India and Italy signed six agreements, including railways safety and mutual trade 

investment. 

 Forex and inward solutions provider Transcorp International launched a platinum 

pre-paid card in association with Yes Bank that can be used for transactions in 

stores and ATMs across the country. 

 Rohan Bopanna won the Erste Bank Open title in Vienna with Pablo Cuevas while 

the team of Saketh Myneni and Vijay Sundar Prashanth clinched the Vietnam Open 

trophy at the Ho Chi Minh City. 

 According to the report by brokerage firm Ambit Capital, the government’s 

recapitalization plan for public sector banks is likely to propel credit growth by up 
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to 7 per cent to 15 per cent and as consequence push up Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) numbers to 7 per cent in the next fiscal 2018-19. 

 Indian captain Virat Kohli returned to the top of the International Cricket Council’s 

One-Day International rankings for batsmen after logging career-high rating points, 

going past the iconic Sachin Tendulkar in the process. 

 Vice Admiral Ajit Kumar assumed charge as the Vice Chief of Naval Staff. He has 

replaced Vice Admiral Karambir Singh. 

 The 11-day Indo-Russian joint military Exercise 'Indra-2017' concluded at 

Vladivostok. 

 Indian Captain Virat Kohli became the fastest batsman to score 9,000 runs in One 

Day Internationals during the third one-day against New Zealand. He has also 

become the second Indian batsman to score maximum centuries in International 

cricket. 

 Senior IPS officer Yogesh Chander (YC) Modi took charge as the Director General of 

the National Investigation Agency (NIA). He has replaced Sharad Kumar. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated the Bidar - Kalaburagi New Railway Line 

to the Nation, by unveiling a plaque at Bidar Railway Station. 

 Former BCCI General Manager Dr MV Sridhar, who had recently resigned from his 

position, passed away. He was 51. 

 India signed a USD 200 million loan agreement with World Bank to facilitate 

investment in the agricultural sector and increase productivity in Assam.  

 Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Giriraj Singh launched MSME 

Delayed Payment Portal – MSME Samadhaan (http://msefc.msme.gov.in), 

empowering micro and small entrepreneurs across the country to directly register 

their cases relating to delayed payments by Central 

Ministries/Departments/CPSEs/State Governments.  

 Veteran actor and playwright Girish Karnad will be honored with the 'Tata 

Literature Live! Lifetime Achievement Award 2017'. 

 Veteran journalists Sam Rajappa and Sarat Mishra will be jointly awarded with the 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy Award for their outstanding contribution towards journalism. 

This award is given by the Press Council of India. 
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 Online retailer Flipkart and sports goods company Decathlon announced a strategic 

partnership to bring Decathlon's selection of sports equipment, fitness products 

and accessories to Indian shoppers.  

 Birendra Prasad Baishya has been re-elected president of the Indian Weightlifting 

Federation (IWLF) in the Annual General Body Meeting. 

 Veteran Bollywood actor Anupam Kher has been awarded with the Pramod 

Mahajan Smriti Award in Pune. 

 Heena Sidhu bagged gold in women's 10m Air Pistol event at the Commonwealth 

Shooting Championships. 

 The 11th India-United States Trade Policy Forum (TPF) Meeting was held in 

Washington D.C, capital city of US. It was chaired jointly by Union Minister for 

Commerce and Industry Suresh Prabhu and US Trade Representative Robert 

Lighthizer. 

 India's ranking has climbed 30 notches to reach 100th place in the list of 190 

countries in the World Bank’s ease of doing business ranking. India's rank was 130 

last year. 

 The United Nations announced has appointed Norwegian national Knut Ostby as 

an interim resident coordinator in Myanmar and resident representative for the UN 

Development Program in the country.  

 Neelamani N Raju, a 1983 batch IPS officer became the first female Director 

General and Inspector General of Police of Karnataka. She will replace Rupak Kumar 

Dutta.  

 App based ride-hailing company Uber announced the launch of two new products 

uberACCESS and uberASSIST in Bengaluru, supported by Mphasis, a leading cloud 

and cognitive services provider. The aim of these apps is to address day-to-day 

transportation requirements of senior citizens and those with accessibility needs. 

 Tata Steel has elevated T V Narendran as its Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and 

Managing Director globally. 

 Troops of Indian and Kazakhstan armies will engage in a 14-day joint military 

exercise 'Prabal Dostyk 2017' from November 2 in Himachal Pradesh to strengthen 

bilateral relations and exchange skills and experiences. 
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 Bharti AXA Life Insurance, a subsidiary of Bharti Enterprises, appointed Vikas Seth 

as Chief Executive Officer (CEO). 

 Albert Einstein has ranked tenth on Forbes' list of Highest-Paid Dead Celebrities of 

2017. Pop star Michael Jackson has topped this list. 

 The Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing and ratifying an Agreement 

between India and Armenia on cooperation and mutual assistance in customs 

matters. 

 The Union Cabinet gave its approval for the trade agreement between India and 

Ethiopia. 

 Renowned poet and short story writer Keki Nasserwanji Daruwalla has been chosen 

for this year's Tata Literature Live! Poet Laureate Award. 

 India slipped 21 places on the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Global Gender Gap 

index to 108th rank, behind its neighbors China and Bangladesh, primarily due to 

less participation of women in the economy and low wages. 

 ICICI Bank CEO Chanda Kochhar has been named the most powerful woman in 

India. She has been ranked 32nd in World's 100 Most Powerful Women list by 

Forbes. German Chancellor Angela Merkel has topped this list.  

 Seasoned diplomat Ajay Bisaria, currently the Indian ambassador to Poland, has 

been appointed the India's high commissioner to Pakistan. 

 According to Forbes, Reliance Industries Chairman Mukesh Ambani has become 

Asia's richest person with a wealth of $42.1 billion. He overtook China's Hui Ka Yan 

to reach the top spot in this list. 

 Assam government signed memorandum of understanding (MoUs) and Terms of 

Reference (ToR) with Singapore for skilling youth of the state. 

 Noted Malayalam Poet and literary critic, K Satchidanandan, has been selected for 

this year's Ezhuthachan Puraskaram, Kerala government's highest literary honour. 

 Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), under Ministry of Power, launched a $454 

million ‘Creating and Sustaining Markets for Energy Efficiency’ project in 

partnership with the Global Environment Facility (GEF). 

 Olympic bronze-medalist Gagan Narang won a silver medal in the men's 50m rifle 

prone event of the Commonwealth Shooting Championships. 
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 The Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing an agreement between India 

and Armenia on cooperation and mutual assistance in customs matters.  

 President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the Global Clubfoot Conference being 

organised by the CURE India in partnership with the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare, Government of India, in New Delhi. 

 Ficci has appointed Ajay Chhibber as Chief Economic Advisor. Chhibber was 

associated with the World Bank from 1983 to 2008. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated World Food India 2017 in New Delhi. 

The three day event aims to transform the food economy and realize the vision of 

doubling of famers’ income by establishing India as a preferred investment 

destination and sourcing hub for the global food processing industry. This is the 

first time that India is hosting such an event for the Food processing sector.  

 American President Donald Trump has appointed Federal Reserve Governor 

Jerome Powell as the next chairman of the U.S. central bank. He will replace Janet 

Yellen. 

 Noted Hindi writer, Krishna Sobti will be awarded with the Jnanpith Award for the 

year 2017, country's highest award in the field of literature. 

 Kenneth Juster will be the new US ambassador to India. He will replace Richard 

Verma as the top American diplomat in India. 

 Energy efficiency solutions provider Danfoss Industries has partnered the United 

Nations to introduce District Energy System in India in association with state-run 

EESL. As part of the United Nations Sustainable Energy for All initiative, six cities 

including Thane, Pune, Bhubaneswar, Rajkot, Coimbatore and Bhopal have been 

chosen to explore District Energy Systems. 

 Odisha Skill Development Authority (OSDA) and Singapore-based ITE Education 

Services (ITEES) signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for skill 

development in the state. ITEES is a subsidiary of Singapore's prestigious Institute 

of Technical Education (ITE). 

 Gavin Williamson has been appointed as Britain's new defence minister. He has 

replaced Michael Fallon.  
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 Shuttler Kidambi Srikanth has reached a career-best world number two rank in the 

World Badminton Federation Men's Singles Rankings, after becoming the first 

Indian to win four Super series titles in a year. 

 The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has constructed the world's highest 

motorable road in Ladakh region of Jammu and Kashmir, passing through Umlingla 

Top at a height of over 19,300 feet. 
 

 

-THIS WEEK SPECIAL- 

PM Shri Narendra Modi inaugurates World Food India 2017 

Main Events:- 

 India showcased as the preferred investment destination in Food Processing sector 
 PM launches Nivesh Bandhu – Investors’ Portal 
 PM also releases Commemorative Stamp on Indian Cuisines & Publications to help 
Food Processing Sector Investors to make informed decisions 
 India Ready for Revolutionising Food Processing Sector: Smt Harsimrat Kaur Badal 
 Global CEOs Hail India’s Structural Reforms and Improvement of India’s Ranking in 
Ease of Doing Business 
 13 MoUs worth Rs 68,000 crore signed on the inaugural day of World Food India 2017 
 

 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, inaugurated World Food India 2017, at 
Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi on 03 November 2017. The three day mega event has 
been put together at the initiative of Ministry of Food Processing Industries under the 
able guidance of Union Minister for Food Processing Industries Smt Harsimrat Kaur 
Badal. President of Armenia  H.E. Mr. Serzh Sargsyan, Prime Minister of Latvia H.E. Mr. 
Maris Kucinskis, Dy. Minister for Economic Development, Italy; Mr. Peter Bleser, Vice 
Minister, Federal Ministry for Food and Agriculture, Germany; Mr. Esben Lunde 
Larsen, Minister of Environment and Food, Denmark  were present on the occasion.  
Mr. Paul Bulcke, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Nestle SA; Ms Amanda Sourry, 
Global President of Foods, Unilever; Mr. Pieter Boone, CEO, Metro AG &CEO, Metro 
Cash and Carry; Mr. Noel Tata, Chairman, Trent Ltd. & MD, Tata International; Chief 
Ministers of Andhra Pradesh; Chhattisgarh and MOS MoFPI Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti also 
joined in the inaugural function. 
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 To mark the historic World Food Convention hosted for the first time by India, Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched - Nivesh Bandhu – ( 
http://foodprocessingindia.co.in/) the unique portal or "investor's friend". The portal 
will help bring together information on central and state government policies, and 
incentives provided for the food-processing sector. The portal maps resources upto 
the local level, with processing requirements. It is also a platform for business 
networking, for farmers, processors, traders, and logistics operators. Seven 
publications of Ministry of Food Processing Industries which will help investors in Food 
Processing Sector in making informed decisions have been included in the portal. The 
Prime Minister also released a Coffee table book and commemorative stamp on Indian 
Cuisines. 

 The Prime Minister highlighted India’s diverse strengths in agriculture. He said “The 
second largest arable land area, and as many as 127 diverse agro-climatic zones, give 
us global leadership in a number of crops like bananas, mangoes, guavas, papayas, and 
okra. We are second, globally, in terms of production of rice, wheat, fish, fruits and 
vegetables. India is also the world's biggest milk producer. Our horticulture sector has 
shown an average growth rate of 5.5 per cent annually over the last ten years.” 

 Shri Modi recounted that for centuries, India has welcomed traders from distant lands, 
who came in search of our distinctive spices. He pointed out “Food processing is a way 
of life in India. It has been practiced for ages, even in the humblest of households. 
Simple, home-based techniques, such as fermentation, have resulted in the creation 
of our famous pickles, papads, chutneys and murabbas that now excite both the elite 
and the masses, across the world.” 

 Showcasing the big picture, PM said India is today one of the fastest growing 
economies of the world. The Goods and Services Tax has eliminated the multiplicity of 
taxes. India has jumped thirty ranks this year, in the World Bank Doing Business 
rankings - the highest ever improvement for India, and the highest jump for any 
country this year. India was ranked number one in the world in 2016 in Greenfield 
investment. India is also rapidly progressing on the Global Innovation Index, Global 
Logistics Index and Global Competitiveness Index. He emphasized that starting a new 
business in India is now easier than ever before. Procedures for obtaining clearances 
from various agencies have been simplified. Archaic laws have been repealed, and the 
burden of compliances has been reduced. 

 PM noted that Private sector participation has been increasing in many segments of 
the value chain. However, more investment is required in contract farming, raw 
material sourcing and creating agri linkages. Many international companies in India 
have taken a lead in contract farming initiatives. Shri Modi pointed out that there 

http://foodprocessingindia.co.in/
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exists a clear opportunity for global super-market chains considering India as a major 
outsourcing hub. 

 PM added that “The combination of traditional Indian food, with modern technology, 
processing and packaging, can help the world rediscover the health benefits, and 
refreshing taste of Indian food ingredients such as turmeric, ginger, and Tulsi, to name 
just a few. The perfect blend of hygienic, nutritious and tasty processed food, with the 
added benefits of preventive healthcare, can be produced economically in India.” 

 After the inaugural, the Prime Minister visited the exhibition area - the specially 
curated Food Street by Chef Sanjeev Kapoor. Food Street is a lively vibrant zone to 
showcase Indian and foreign cuisines using Indian ingredients, flavors and fragrances. 
An exhibition spread over 40,000 sq mtrs in lawns of India Gate has been mounted 
where more than 800 global companies representing 22 Countries & domestic 
companies are exhibiting their strengths in Food Processing sector. Ministry of Food 
Processing Industries’ Theme Pavilion provides an overview of India’s offering to the 
world in terms of products, geo mapping of produce availability and mega food parks. 

 Union Minister for Food Processing Industries, Smt Harsimrat Kaur Badal noted that 
today is a historic day where 1st Mega Food Event is launched in India. World Food 
India brings together 7000 stakeholders from 60 countries, 75 International & National 
policy makers and Heads of State, 60 Global CEOs and 100 Indian CEOs; 5000 B2B 
meetings over the course of three days. Smt Badal said that her Ministry of Food 
Processing Industries is committed to help and handhold companies to help farmers 
double their income and transform India’s farm economy. She elaborated that the 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana,  has been recently launched to create world-
class food processing infrastructure to leverage investment of five billion US dollars, 
to benefit two million farmers and generate more than half a million jobs over the next 
three years. Creation of Mega Food Parks is a key component of this scheme. These 
food parks will help link agro-processing clusters with key production centres. Nine 
such parks are already operational, and more than thirty others are in the process of 
coming up across the country. 

 The participating Global CEOs congratulated the Prime Minister for undertaking 
significant structural reforms like GST and the impressive improvement recorded by 
India in the Ease of Doing Business rankings. Germany, Japan and Denmark are Partner 
Countries to World Food India whereas Italy & Netherlands are Focus Countries. They 
were represented by H.E Mr Kenji Hiramatsu, Ambassador of Japan to India; H.E Mr 
Peter Taksøe-Jensen, Ambassador of Denmark to India; H.E Mr Alphonsus Stoelinga, 
Ambassador of Netherlands to India; H.E. Lorenzo Angeloni, Ambassador of Italy to 
India who expressed keenness to deepen their investment commitment to India, to 
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enable mutual exchange of best practices, technology and to be a part of the 
revolution in the food processing industry which will take place in India. 

 In a specially organised session showcasing India as the preferred Investment 
Destination for the food processing sector, the Union Finance and Corporate Affairs 
Minister Shri Arun Jaitley spelt out the transformational initiatives undertaken by the 
Government of India in the last three years. “Food Processing is a priority sector’’ said 
Shri Jaitley where 100% FDI, is now permitted, for trading, including through e-
commerce, of food products manufactured or produced in India. Exclusive separate 
CEOs roundtables were also held during the day with Prime Minister and Finance 
Minister. 

 The inaugural day of World Food India 2017 saw signing of 13 MoUs worth Rs 68,000 
crore. The MoUs were signed in the presence of Smt. Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Union 
Minister for Food Processing industries, Government of India. The companies who 
signed an MoU signaling their intent and seriousness about India included PepsiCo 
which signed an MoU worth Rs 13,300 crores for setting up a Food and Beverage plant, 
Coca Cola for investing Rs. 11,000 crore in juice bottling infrastructure and fruit 
processing plants and equipment; ITC and Patanjali who committed to investing Rs 
10,000 crore each in the sector. Other MoUs signed included Amazon in food retail 
business, Sharaf Group of UAE for Farm produce, collection, processing and Export; 
YES Bank for financing food processing projects across the sector. Commenting on the 
MoUs, the Union Minister for Food Processing Smt. Harsimrat Kaur Badal stated, “The 
Govt has been successful in generating tremendous interest among global and Indian 
food companies in investing in this sector. These investments will help us realize the 
goal of doubling farmers ‘income as well as generating massive employment in the 
food processing sector. “ 

 


