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Thales and Reliance Defence Ltd seal deal for JV  

French defence firm Thales and Reliance Defence Limited sealed a deal for setting up a 

joint venture (JV) with a shareholding of 49 per cent and 51 per cent respectively. 

The JV is being set up to develop Indian capabilities to integrate and maintain radars and 

manufacture high performance airborne electronics, leveraging Thales offset commitment 

as part of the deal for the supply of 36 Rafale fighter aircraft to Indian Air Force. 

Thales is a leading supplier of radars, electronic warfare solutions and software to 

Dassault Aviation that manufactures Rafale jets. 

The JV would develop skills and activity in the Special Economic Zone of Mihan-Nagpur 

together with an Indian supply chain for the manufacturing of microwave technologies 

and high performance airborne electronics, the two companies said in a joint statement. 

India in September last year had inked a Euro 7.87 billion (approx Rs 59,000 crore) deal 

with France for the purchase of 36 Rafale fighter jets capable of carrying nuclear weapons 

and equipped with latest missiles. 

World Bank sanctions 44 million dollars for ASPIRe 

World Bank's Board of Executive Directors has approved a loan assistance of 44 million 

dollars for the Assam State Public Finance Institutional Reforms (ASPIRe) Project.  

The loan was sanction by World Bank (International Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development) in its meeting held on June 15 at Washington DC, USA. 

The project aims at improving predictability and transparency in budget execution and 

efficiency in tax administration in Assam. 

NCAER pegs FY18 GDP growth at 7.6 pc on normal monsoon 

Economic think-tank NCAER has revised up its projection for the country’s economic 

growth to 7.6 per cent for the current fiscal, compared with the earlier prediction of 7.3 

per cent on forecast of normal monsoon. 

The agency has also revised upward its forecast of GVA (Gross Value Added at Basic 

Prices) growth at 7.3 per cent for 2017-18 from its February estimate of 7 per cent. 

The economy grew 7.1 per cent in 2016-17, lower than 7.6 per cent against 8 per cent a 

year ago. 

The World Bank has forecast growth to be 7.2 per cent during 2017-18. 

Reliance Defence to partner with France's Daher for aerospace components 
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Reliance Defence Limited said it has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) with Daher Aerospace, France for manufacture of aerospace components. 

According to the fully-owned subsidiary of Reliance Infrastructure, the MoU was signed 

at the Paris Air Show. 

Daher Aerospace is tier-one manufacturer in aero structures segment comprising 

fuselage sections and fairings made of composites as well as conventional metals for 

Dassault Aviation and other leading global aircraft manufacturers. 

India signs loan agreement with World Bank and AIIB for electrification projects in 

Andhra Pradesh  

Project cost is US$ 570 million of which US$ 240 million is from World Bank and US$ 160 

million from AIIB. 

A Loan Agreement for part funding of US$ 240 million from the World Bank (IBRD) and 

US$ 160 Million from AIIB (60:40 ratio) for 24X7 Power for All in Andhra Pradesh Project 

was signed. 

Total Cost of the project is US$ 570 million, out of which US$ 240 million is from World 

Bank (IBRD) and US$ 160 million from AIIB. The rest will be counterpart funding from 

GoAP. 

The objective of the project is to increase the delivery of electricity to customers and to 

improve the operational efficiency and system reliability in distribution of electricity in 

selected areas in Andhra Pradesh. 

EPF members to get housing subsidy of Rs 2.67L via HUDCO tie-up 

Retirement fund body EPFO joined hands with Housing and Urban Development Corp 

(HUDCO) to enable its members avail credit-linked subsidy of up to Rs 2.67 lakh for 

buying affordable homes under PMAY. 

The Memorandum of Understanding was inked by Employees Provident Fund 

Organizations Central Provident Fund Commissioner V P Joy and HUDCO CMD M Ravi 

Kanth. 

The MoU will club the benefits of the Housing Scheme introduced by the EPFO for its 

subscribers and the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY). 

Under the housing scheme, the Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) allows 

its subscribers from societies for withdrawing up to 90 per cent of their EPF accumulations 

to buy homes. 
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Under the PMAY, the beneficiaries are provided credit linked subsidy based on their 

income levels so that the dream of housing for all can be realised by 2022. 

Reliance Industries pips TCS on market cap, takes Rs 1,450 cr lead 

After a gap of 2-months, Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) regained the status of the country's 

most valued firm, overtaking Tata Group's TCS in terms of market valuation. 

So far this year, shares of RIL have gained nearly 33 per cent, while TCS is trading flat, 

down 0.05 per cent. 

On April 24, RIL had managed to close the trading session as the most valued firm. 

Airtel starts digital customer care in 11 languages 

Telecom operator Bharti Airtel announced the launch of *121# Digital Care platform in 11 

Indian languages, including Hindi, Punjabi, Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil. 

Customers simply need to dial *121# from their mobile phones and access an easy to 

navigate menu on their mobile screens to get their account related information in a matter 

of seconds. No need to wait to speak to a customer care executive or visit an Airtel retail 

store for basic queries. 

This support will be available in Kannada, Bangla, Odia and Assamese as well. 

World Bank clears $250-mn loan to train India's job seekers 

The World Bank has cleared a USD 250-million loan for making Indian youth more 

employable through reskilling, in a move that is seen to aid the Skill India mission.  

Under the programme, adults in 15-59 years of age, underemployed or unemployed, will 

get the skill training.  

The programme has a mandate to provide placement and entrepreneurship opportunities 

to women and increase their exposure to skill training.  

The Washington-headquartered World Bank's SIMO is a six- year programme in support 

of the Indian government's National Policy for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 

(2017-23).  

SIMO will be implemented through the National Skill Development Mission and will 

specifically target labour market entrants.  

SAP India partners with MSME Ministry for Bharat ERP 

Technology major SAP India has partnered with the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises (MSME) to jointly launch Bharat ERP, a programme aimed at digital 

empowerment of small businesses in the country.  
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The initiative aims to digitally enable nearly 30,000 MSMEs and youth in the next three 

years. 

It will also provide MSMEs with access to technology from SAP to help them streamline 

and integrate key processes like financials, sales and inventory with a single business 

software. 

Afghan president inaugurates first air corridor with India 

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani inaugurated the first Afghanistan-India air corridor during 

a ceremony at the Kabul International Airport - a direct route that bypasses Pakistan and 

is meant to improve commerce.  

The aim of the route is to create more opportunities and make Afghanistan an exporter 

country.  

India and Portugal Sign a Historical agreement to promote Cooperation in The Field 

of Archives  

A Protocol of Cooperation was signed between the National Archives of India and the 

Minister of Culture of the Portuguese Republic in the field of archives in Lisbon, Portugal. 

As a first step under this agreement, the Torre do Tombo (National Archives of Portugal) 

handed over to the National Archives of India digital copies of 62 volumes of the collection 

known as 'Moncoes do Reino' (Monsoon correspondence). 

China unveils World’s first train that runs on Virtual Tracks 

China has unveiled the world's first ‘railless train’ that runs on a virtual track making use 

of a sensor technology instead of metal rails. 

This Autonomous Rail Rapid Transit (ART) has been developed by China's CRRC 

Zhuzhou Institute. It is a part of China's attempts to develop an ‘intelligent rail express 

system’.  The company also makes key parts for high-speed railways. 

Special features 

• The 30-metre long train at present has three carriages and can carry around 300 

passengers. 

• It has rubber wheels, which can be automatically guided without rails.  

• The train is also non-polluting and environment friendly, as it is battery powered. 

• While it can travel a distance of 25 km by just charging for 10 minutes, on a full charge, 

it can travel for distances up to 40 km. 

• It is capable of moving at a maximum speed of 70 km/hr.  
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• It will be launched out for public use in 2018 in the Chinese city of Zhuzhou to help deal 

with the traffic in the area.  

Malaysia to host conferences on Ayurveda and Siddha medicines 

A conference on alternate medicines, herbals and green plants, and Siddha medicines 

which originates from South India will be held in Malaysia next month. 

The Tradalth Convention will take place from August 18-20 and its main focus will be on 

Ayurveda and Siddha medicines and therapists. 

The foundation aims to establish a training programme in Malaysia through a tie-up with 

SVYASA Yoga University of Bangalore. 

KSIDC signs Letter of Intent with Cornell University 

The Kerala State Industrial Development Corporation (KSIDC), nodal investment 

promotion agency of the Government of Kerala, has inked a Letter of Intent (LoI) with US-

based Cornell University, for channelling expertise for Life Sciences-based projects in the 

state.  

The letter was inked on June 20, the opening day of Bio 2017, the largest annual global 

event for the biotechnology industry at San Diego, a release said. 

KSIDC is representing Government of Kerala in the three-day long event. 

America approves sale of ‘Guardian drones' to India 

The US has cleared the sale of predator Guardian drones to India, as President Donald 

Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi pledged to deepen their defence and security 

cooperation. 

The US and India look forward to working together on advanced defence equipment and 

technology at a level commensurate with that of America's closest allies and partners. 

Resolving to expand their maritime security cooperation, they announced their intention 

to build on the implementation of their "White Shipping" data sharing arrangement, which 

enhances collaboration on the maritime domain awareness. 

Trump welcomed Modi's strong support for the US to join as an Observer in the Indian 

Ocean Naval Symposium. 

Noting the importance of the upcoming MALABAR naval exercise (involving the US, 

Japan and India), the leaders determined to expand their engagements on shared 

maritime objectives and to explore new exercises. 
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China's fastest bullet train makes its debut run 

China launched its first self-developed 'next-generation' bullet train 'Fuxing' with a 

maximum speed of 400kmh.  

The train was launched on one of the country’s busiest lines -Beijing-Shanghai line. With 

the launch, Beijing aims to capture global high-speed rail market. 

Main Highlights  

• The first run happened simultaneously from two stations-Beijing and Shanghai.  

• The model train on the way to Shanghai took about five hours and 45 minutes to reach 

its destination.  

• Also, China has the world's longest railway network with 22,000 kilometres by the end 

of last year, about 60 percent of the world's total.  

India to assist Ethiopia in setting up 10 new sugar factories 

The National Sugar Institute (NSI) has entered into an agreement with Ethiopia for setting 

up 10 new sugar factories, besides a sugar institute, in the East African state. 

The NSI will assist Ethiopian Sugar Corporation (ESC) in setting up 10 new sugar 

factories and raise the existing sugar production there. 

At present, there are only seven sugar factories in Ethiopia which produce about 3.60 

lakh tonne of sugar annually. 

After the new factories come up, the total sugar production in Ethiopia will shoot up to 46 

lakh tonnes a year. 

The NSI will also provide academic and technical assistance to ESC in setting up a hi-

tech sugar institute, he said. 

China commissions biggest new generation naval destroyer 

China's Navy launched its biggest new generation destroyer weighing 10,000 tonnes as 

part of a massive expansion to become a global naval power. 

The vessel is the first of Chinas new generation of destroyers. It is equipped with new air 

defence, anti-missile, anti-ship and anti-submarine weapons. 

The biggest naval destroyer was an addition to two aircraft carriers which China is in the 

process of deploying to compete with other naval powers liked the US and India, 

especially in the India Ocean. 

Trump picks Indiana health commissioner for Surgeon General 
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US President Donald Trump has nominated Indiana's health commissioner Jerome 

Adams to serve as the next US surgeon general. 

Adams was appointed by Pence, then Indiana's governor, to serve as the state's health 

commissioner in 2014 and was reappointed earlier this year by Governor Eric Holcomb. 

If confirmed, Adams would succeed Dr Vivek Murthy, a holdover from the Obama 

administration who resigned in April after helping during the transition between the two 

administrations. Adams would also serve as medical director in the Regular Corps of the 

Public Health Service. 

The appointment is for five years.  

Trump nominates former Texas senator as NATO ambassador 

President Donald Trump has nominated Kay Bailey Hutchison, a former Republican 

senator from Texas, to be the US ambassador to NATO.  

Hutchison, who is 73, won a runoff special election to fill a vacant Senate seat in 1993 

and served three full terms. 

Mumbai's Taj Mahal Palace hotel acquires image trademark 

The iconic Taj Mahal Palace hotel in the city has acquired an `image trademark, making 

it the first building in the country to get intellectual property rights protection for its 

architectural design. 

It will ensure that commercial use of the image of its dome and grand exterior can be 

made only with the consent of Taj Hotels Palaces Resorts Safaris. 

The hotel opened on December 16, 1903. 

Mumbai most expensive for expatriates in India: Mercer 

Mumbai is the most expensive city for expatriates in India and is ranked higher than major 

global cities such as Paris, Canberra, Seattle and Vienna, says a report.  

According to Mercer's 23rd annual Cost of Living Survey, Mumbai is placed 57th on the 

list while New Delhi was placed at 99. Chennai (135), Bangalore (166) and Kolkata (184) 

were the other Indian cities on the list.  

Luanda, the capital of Angola, was the costliest city, driven by cost of goods and security, 

followed by Hong Kong and Tokyo at the second and third places, respectively.  

Others in the top 10 include Zurich at the 4th place, Singapore (5th), Seoul (6th), Geneva 

(7th), Shanghai (8th), New York City (9th), and Bern (10th).  

 



 

 

www.mahendraguru.com 

www.mahendraguru.com 

Priyanka Chopra to endorse Skill India campaign 

Actress Priyanka Chopra will soon be seen endorsing governments flagship Skill India 

campaign, with the National Skill Development Corporation roping in the Bollywood 

celebrity as an ambassador for the initiative. 

Priyanka will use her celebrity status to motivate youngsters to hone their abilities through 

a media campaign. 

Earlier, Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli, batting legend Sachin Tendulkar, Bollywood 

actors Sidharth Malhotra and Shabana Azmi and singer Mohit Chauhan had also become 

goodwill envoys for Skill India. 

Haryana girl Manushi Chhillar is Femina Miss India World 2017 

The 54th Femina Miss India World 2017 winner is Manushi Chhillar from Haryana, while 

the first runner-up is Sana Dua from Jammu and Kashmir and the second runner-up is 

Priyanka Kumari from Bihar. 

The event was held at Yash Raj Studios in Mumbai. 

Besides, Vinali Bhatnagar won the Miss Active crown whereas Vamika Nidhi won the 

special award of ‘Body Beautiful’. 

Two men from Maharashtra pedal to history, become 1st Indians 

Eleven days, 18 hours and 45 minutes after setting out from California, Srinivas 

Gokulnath created history by becoming the first Indian to complete what is considered to 

be the toughest cycle race in the world -- the 4,900-km Race across America (RAAM) in 

solo category. 

In a feat that marks the Indian arrival on the endurance cycling scene globally, another 

Maharashtrian, Dr Amit Samarth of Nagpur, followed him at the finish line at Annapolis 

on American east coast around midnight as per the Indian time. 

Among the nine men who finished, Gokulnath stood 7th while Samarth was right on his 

heels at number 8. The race was won by Christoph Strasser. 

Uttrakhand gets award of excellence at international meet 

Uttarakhand was conferred with the award of excellence at the 2nd Global Skill 

Development Summit held in Paris recently for innovations and extensive use of IT for 

skilling the state’s youth. 
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A new initiative is being taken to impart high quality job oriented training to the states 

youth so that they could avail of employment opportunities in the tourism, beauty and 

wellness, agriculture, health and security sectors. 

UNESCO names Sharjah as World Book Capital 2019 

Sharjah has been crowned with the prestigious 'the World Book Capital' for 2019 by 

UNESCO for the quality of its literary and cultural activities and for its efforts to make 

books accessible to the entire population of the nation.  

Sharjah has been chosen for the quality of its literary and cultural activities, and for its 

unfailing efforts to make books accessible to the entire population of the nation, the 

statement said.  

Sharjah is the 19th city to become World Book Capital. 

Mobile App “Celebrating Yoga” Launched 

Minister for Science & Technology Dr. Harshvardhan has launched a Mobile App 

“Celebrating Yoga”.  

The Mobile App has been developed by Department of Science & Technology, Ministry 

of Science & Technology on the occasion of International Yoga Day 2017.  

The aim of the app is to popularize Yoga and encourage people to practice yoga for a 

scientifically healthy living. In 2015, the Department of Science & Technology (DST) had 

also launched a research programme “Science and Technology of Yoga and Meditation 

(SATYAM)” under its Cognitive Science Research Initiative (CSRI).  

ADB to provide $275 mn loan for water supply project in MP 

Asian Development Bank will provide USD 275 million loan for a piped water supply 

project for rapidly urbanising small towns, covering 3 lakh households, in Madhya 

Pradesh. 

The state government will provide a USD 124 million counterpart support for the project 

which is estimated to be completed by June 2022. 

Prime Minister Dedicates POWERGRID’s 400 kV Lucknow – Kanpur D/C 

Transmission Line with Associated Bays to the Nation 

The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi dedicated POWERGRID’s 400 Kilo Volt (kV) 

Lucknow – Kanpur Direct Current (D/C) Transmission Line with associated bays to the 

Nation in Lucknow.  
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Constructed as a part of “Northern Region Strengthening Scheme-XXXII”, this 

transmission line will provide high quality transmission infrastructure for ensuring reliable 

and quality power supply in Uttar Pradesh especially in the areas like Lucknow, Panki, 

Unnao and Kanpur. The transmission line will also facilitate import of additional power to 

Uttar Pradesh from power surplus Eastern Region/ North Eastern Region. 

Nearly three lakh perform yoga at one place, set world record 

Nearly three lakh people, led by Ramdev, turned up at GMDC ground here on the 

International Yoga Day to perform asanas, which the yoga guru claimed is a world record. 

The third edition of the International Yoga Day was held under the guidance of Ramdev, 

who made the participants stretch their muscles in various yogic postures amid the early 

morning drizzle at the ground. 

India's First Indigenously Built Floating Dock Goes on Stream 

The country's first indigenously built floating dock FDN-2 for the Indian Navy, was formally 

launched at the L&T Shipbuilding Yard at Kattupalli near Chennai. 

The floating dock, awarded to Larsen and Toubro by the Ministry of Defence in May 2015, 

was to design and build at an order value of Rs. 468 crore. 

The floating dock was launched by Anjali Deshpande, the wife of Vice Admiral D M 

Deshpande, Controller of Warship Production and Acquisition at a function. 

The Floating Dock is an indigenously built designed and built platform with state-of-the-

art machinery and control systems capable of docking ships of upto 8,000 tonne 

displacement. 

Cabinet OKs MoU between India, Portugal on governance reforms 

The Union Cabinet approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and 

Portugal on cooperation in the field of public administration and governance reforms.  

The MoU will help in understanding the system of customer oriented public service 

delivery in Portugal with reference to rapidly changing environments in the area of public 

service management and processes in the Indian public service delivery system, leading 

to improved delivery in the country. 

India, Sri Lanka to ink pact for cooperation in traditional systems 

The Union cabinet approved signing of an agreement between India and Sri Lanka for 

cooperation in areas of traditional systems of medicine and homoeopathy.  
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"The signing of the proposed MoU will enhance bilateral cooperation between the two 

countries in the areas of traditional medicine and homoeopathy. This will be of immense 

importance to both countries considering their shared cultural heritage," an official 

statement said.  

Cabinet approves amendment to India-Netherlands SSA 

The Cabinet approved amendment of the bilateral Social Security Agreement (SSA) 

between India and the Netherlands by incorporating the "Country of Residence" principle 

into it. 

The decision comes ahead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the Netherlands. 

The SSA has been in force since June 2010 and has benefited Indian expatriates who 

have been working in the Netherlands. 

However, beginning January 1, 2013, the Netherlands introduced new rules on extending 

of social security benefits to the people from countries outside the European Union. 

After the adoption of the new social security legislation, the Netherlands requested that 

India agree to revise the bilateral SSA since such a revision would be necessary as per 

their national law. 

Cabinet approves MoU on cooperation in the textiles, clothing and fashion sectors 

between India and Australia 

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on cooperation in the textiles, clothing and fashion 

sectors between the Ministry of Textiles and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 

Australia. 

The weavers including ancillary workers will be benefited from activities to be taken under 

MOU. 

 For overall development of handloom sector, the initiative aims to increase the handloom 

fabric production by way of establishing market linkages, to encourage innovation in 

designs and techniques for improvement in design capability, diversification of product 

lines and value addition, better access to domestic and export markets so that weavers 

are able to get continuous employment and improve their living standards. 

Government launches index to rank 116 cities on quality of life 

The Centre launched a liveability index which will rank the country's 116 major cities on 

the basis of the quality of life they offer. 
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Launching the first City Liveability Index, Urban Development Minister M Venkaiah Naidu 

said, it will cover cities with population above one million, including the capital cities. 

The first-of-its-kind index will enable the cities know where they stand in terms of the 

quality of life and the interventions required to improve it. 

The cities will be assessed on a comprehensive set of 79 paratmeters, including 

availability of roads, education, healthcare, mobility, employment opportunities, 

emergency response, grievance redressal, pollution, availability of open and green 

spaces, cultural and entertainment opportunities. 

The ranking will be released in 2018. 

Meanwhile, Naidu disbursed Rs 500 crore as incentive to 16 states that performed well 

in implementing urban reforms during 2016-17. 

Andhra Pradesh topped the list with the highest score in implementing urban schemes, 

followed by Odisha, Jharkhand, Chattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh. 

He also announced 30 new cities to be developed as smart cities, taking the total pick to 

90 under the Centres Smart City Mission since its launch in June 2015. 

Thiruvananthapuram tops list of 30 new smart cities 

Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala, Naya Raipur in Chhattisgarh and Rajkot in Gujarat figured 

in the new list of 30 cities announced for development under the Centres Smart City 

Mission. 

The latest announcement takes to 90 the number of cities selected for part financing of 

projects by the Centre under the scheme. 

Four cities in Tamil Nadu -- Tiruppur, Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi and Tiruchirappalli, and 

three in Uttar Pradesh -- Jhansi, Allahabad and Aligarh -- also made it to the list. 

An investment of Rs 57,393 crore has been proposed for development of these 30 cities. 

Of the planned expenditure, Rs 46,879 crore will be for core infrastructure and Rs 10,514 

crore for technology-based solutions. 

NSE, AP govt sign MoU to fuel growth of MSMEs 

Top stock exchange NSE today inked a pact with Andhra Pradesh government to help 

micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) in the state to raise capital through listing 

on the bourses platform. As per the memorandum of understanding (MoU), the AP 

government would facilitate MSMEs to get listed on NSE Emerge, the platform for small 
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and medium enterprises, by supporting such firms financially or otherwise, in bearing the 

expenses related to listing. 

"A fund is also being created by the Andhra Pradesh government to encourage investors 

to invest in the fast growing SMEs in the state, on the exchange platform," NSE said in a 

statement. 

The MoU was signed between AP governments industries, commerce & export promotion 

Commissioner Siddhartha Jain and NSEs Chief Business Development Officer Ravi 

Varanasi, at Vijaywada in AP. 

Indo-Thai joint military exercise from July 3 in Himachal 

The armies of India and Thailand will begin the yearly joint training exercise 'Maitree 2017' 

from July 3 to July 17 at Bakloh in Himachal Pradesh. 

Approximately 50 troops from Royal Thailand Army and an equal number of Indian 

soldiers from the Northern Command will participate in the exercise. 

As part of the exercise the two armies will jointly plan and execute a series of drills for the 

neutralisation of likely threats that may be encountered in counter terrorism environment. 

PM Modi releases special postal stamp, commemorative coin to mark Shrimad 

Rajchandra's 150th birth anniversary 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a special postal stamp and commemorative coin 

at the Sabarmati Ashram Centenary on the occasion of the 150th birth anniversary of 

Mahatma Gandhi's spiritual guru Shrimad Rajchandra. 

Rajchandra was the spiritual guru of Mahatma Gandhi. 

ISRO launches Cartosat-2 with 30 nano satellites 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully launched earth 

observation satellite Cartosat-2 series weighing 712 kg and 30 co-passenger satellites 

(29 foreign, one Indian) with its rocket Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV). 

The 30 satellites will together weigh 243 kg and the total weight of all the 31 satellites, 

including Cartosat, is about 955 kg. 

The rocket will sling the satellites into a 505 km polar sun synchronous orbit (SSO). 

The co-passenger satellites comprise 29 nano satellites from 14 countries - Austria, 

Belgium, Britain, Chile, Czech Republic, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Slovakia, and the US as well as one Indian nano satellite. 
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The Indian nano satellite 15 kg NIUSAT belongs to Nooral Islam University, Tamil Nadu. 

The satellite will provide multi-spectral imagery for agricultural crop monitoring and 

disaster management support applications. 

PSLV-C38 was launched from the First Launch Pad of Satish Dhawan Space Centre. 

According to ISRO, the images sent by Cartosat satellite would be useful for cartographic, 

urban, rural, coastal land use, utility management like road network monitoring, water 

distribution, creation of land use maps, change detection to bring out geographical and 

man-made features and various other land information systems and geographical 

information system applications. 

Communication satellite GSAT-17 launched from French Guiana 

India's latest communication satellite GSAT-17 was successfully launched by a heavy 

duty rocket of Arianespace from the spaceport of Kourou in French Guiana. 

The GSAT-17 with a lift-off mass of about 3,477 kg carries payloads in Normal C- band, 

Extended C-band and S-band to provide various communication services.  

It also carries equipment for meteorological data relay and satellite based search and 

rescue services being provided by earlier INSAT satellites.  

GSAT-17 that will strengthen ISRO's current fleet of 17 telecommunications satellites was 

launched into a Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO).  

This will be third satellite launch by ISRO this month, the other two being first 

developmental flight of GSLV MkIII and PSLV C-38 missions -- both from Sriharikota 

spaceport.  

GSLV MkIII successfully launched GSAT-19 satellite on June 5 while PSLV-C38 orbited 

Cartosat-2 Series satellite along with 30 co-passenger satellites on June 23 from the 

Satish Dhawan Space Centre.  

ISRO, which has been dependent on Ariane-5 rocket for carrying its heavier satellites, is 

developing GSLV Mk III for this purpose. 
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