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READING COMPREHENSION-01 
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below 

it. Certain words are given in bold to help you locate them while answering 

some of the questions. 

Armed with the powers, a little over a month ago, to get lenders and 

defaulting borrowers to sit down and address the messy task of cleaning up 

toxic bad debts, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to crack the 

whip. The central bank’s decision to act on the advice of its Internal 

Advisory Committee and direct lenders to initiate insolvency proceedings 

against 12 corporate borrowers — each owing in excess of ₹5,000 crore — 

has come not a day too soon. With gross non-performing assets (NPAs) at 

about ₹7 lakh crore, a regulatory intervention was imperative not only to 

safeguard the health of the banking system but also to ward off any wider 

impact on the economy. RBI Governor underscored the importance of 

tackling the bad loans problem as recently as during the June 6-7 meeting 

of the Monetary Policy Committee when he said: “The quiescent investment 

cycle remains a key macroeconomic concern. It is, therefore, imperative to 

ensure resolution of stressed assets of banks and timely recapitalisation [of 

public sector lenders].” While the RBI has not divulged the names of the 

defaulting dozen, reports suggest they are largely made up of steelmakers 

and infrastructure companies. That steel companies were among the worst-

hit in the wake of the global downturn in commodity prices and depressed 

demand in recent years is widely known; to that extent the sector’s presence 

in the list comes as no surprise. 

The onus now shifts to the lender consortiums to expedite the insolvency 

process under the new Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC). The 

enabling architecture is now in place to speedily bring a defaulting 

borrower’s operations under the purview of an insolvency professional, 

once the National Company Law Tribunal has accepted the creditors’ 

application for initiating insolvency proceedings against the debtor. But the 
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actual timeframe in which the resolution is going to occur remains to be 

seen, given that the IBC is still in its infancy. While the code has been 

drafted to bring under its ambit existing laws related to insolvency and 

bankruptcy, thereby curtailing the options available to a borrower who 

wishes to mount a legal challenge, the proof of the pudding as always will 

be in the eating. The fate of this long-overdue attempt at resolving the 

banking sector’s NPA crisis will ultimately be determined by how quickly 

the lender consortia are able to initiate the implementation of a resolution 

plan that retains the defaulting company as a going concern — there are, 

after all, thousands of direct and indirect jobs at stake here. Or, in the 

absence of approval for such a plan, start taking steps to liquidate assets. 

 

Q.1.  What, according to the passage, has the Reserve Bank of India 

 (RBI) decided? 

 (1)  The Reserve Bank of India has decided to manage money. 

 (2) The Reserve Bank of India has decided to attract the customer. 

 (3)  The Reserve Bank of India has decided to crack the whip. 

 (4)  The Reserve Bank of India has decided to excess ₹4,000 crore. 

 (5)  The Reserve Bank of India has decided to ensure resolution of 

  stressed assets of banks. 

Q.2.  Which of the following statement/s is/are TRUE in the context of the 

 passage? 

 (A)  The onus now shifts to the lender consortiums to expedite the 

  insolvency process under the new Insolvency and Bankruptcy 

  Code.  

 (B)  The enabling architecture is now in place to speedily bring a  

  defaulting borrower’s operations under the purview of an  

  insolvency professional,  

 (C)  Once the National Company Law Tribunal has accepted the  

  creditors’ application for initiating insolvency proceedings  

  against the debtor.  
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 (1) Only B and C  (2) Only A and C 

 (3) Only A and B  (4) Only A 

 (5) All A, B and C 

Q.3.  According to the passage, steel companies were among the worst-hit 

 in the wake of the global downturn in commodity prices and _______ 

 (1) Absence of approval for such a plan. 

 (2) Start taking steps to liquidate assets. 

 (3) The options available to a borrower are challenging. 

 (4) Depressed demand in recent years is widely known 

 (5) Defaulting borrowers to sit down. 

Q.4.  According to the passage, with gross non-performing assets (NPAs) 

 at about ₹7 lakh crore, a regulatory intervention was imperative not 

 only to safeguard the health of the banking system but also ____. 

 (1) To ward off any shorter impact on the economy. 

 (2) To ward of any wider impact on the economists. 

 (3) To ward of any wider impact on the economy. 

 (4) To warden off any wider impact on the public. 

 (5) To ward off any wider impact on the economy. 

Q.5.  What, according to the passage, does the actual timeframe in which 

 the resolution is going to occur remain? 

 (1) It remains not to be seen, given that the IBC is still in its infancy 

 (2) It remains to be seen, given that the IBC is not still in its infancy 

 (3) It remains to be propagated, given that the IBC is still in its infancy 

 (4) It remains to be seen, given that the IBC is still in its infancy 

 (5) It remains to be seen, taken that the IBC is still in its infancy 

Q.6.  Which of the following is possibly the most appropriate TITLE of the 

 passage? 

 (1) Insolvency and bankruptcy; The world over 

 (2) Resolving the banking sector’s NPA crisis 

 (3) The clean-up begins: On RBI's move against 12 borrowers 

 (4) IBC is still in its infancy 
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 (5) Demand in recent years; Widely known 

Q.7-8. Choose the word/group of words is most SIMILAR in meaning to 

 the word/group of words printed in bold as used in the passage. 

Q.7.  WARD OFF 

 (1) Control   (2) Open   (3) Terminate   

 (4) Postponed  (5) Defend 

Q.8.  DIVULGED 

 (1) Rvealed  (2) Concealed  (3) Kept  

 (4) Supressed  (5) Maintained 

Q.9-10. Choose the word/group of words is most OPPOSITE in meaning to 

 the word/group of words printed in bold as used in the passage. 

Q.9.  INSOLVENCY 

 (1) Failure   (2) Command  (3) Misuse  

 (4) Achievement  (5) Bankruptcy 

Q.10. SAFEGUARD 

 (1) Protection   (2) Endangerment (3) Armament  

 (4) support   (5) Management 

ANSWER 
 1. (3) Explanation- Answer lies in the first paragraph. 

 2. (5) Explanation- Answer lies in the last paragraph. 

 3. (4) Explanation- Answer lies in the first paragraph. 

 4. (5) Explanation- Answer lies in the first paragraph. 

 5. (4) Explanation- Answer lies in the second paragraph. 

 6. (3)   7. (5)   8. (1)  

 9. (4)   10. (2)  
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READING COMPREHENSION-02 
Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below 

it. Certain words are given in bold to help you locate them while answering 

some of the questions. 

The unprofessional behaviour of the young — perhaps even well-meaning 

— Army Major in the Kashmir Valley is proof of how an aggressive 

political establishment, and the ‘popular’ support it enjoys, can transform 

the unlawful act into a nationalist issue. Otherwise, how is it that pinning a 

civilian to the bonnet of a jeep as a grim warning to the stone-pelting local 

population, reminiscent of what conquering militaries often do in 

vanquished lands, becomes an act worthy of praise? Such a brazen display 

of aggression is also an unmistakable indication of the ongoing 

transformation of India’s self-image. The conventional self-image of 

civilizational India as an inclusive, liberal and relatively non-violent polity 

with a strong urge to be a global success story may be fast changing, quicker 

than we realise — and for the worse. No doubt, political and social change 

is inevitable in a country with a multitude of socio-political realities, more 

so when the erstwhile Congress system is being replaced with an equally 

overbearing, but far more ideologically zealous, Hindutva system of things. 

But to what end? 

“Secularism is derided. Liberalism is challenged. Dissent is sedition. 

Questioning the government is anti-national” — not a cliché from some 

‘naïve armchair human rights activist’, these are words of former Home 

Minister. The Gandhian-Nehruvian India is losing its innocence, 

abandoning a self-definition of romantic idealism to embrace brash realism, 

and in the process confronting a few ugly truths about itself. We always had 

that dark side to our socio-political self: the current political environment 

has merely enabled those dark forces to unveil our pretensions of 

civilisational sanctimoniousness. There is a great deal more unabashed 

aggression and hostility in the collective life of our nation today than ever 
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before: the language of aggression is unmissable, be it in our political 

discourse, TV studios, passenger buses or marketplaces. At a certain level, 

the aggression of the post-colonial underdog is understandable. Having 

been victimised — imagined, real or due to sheer incompetence — and 

undervalued, the ‘subaltern’ has finally decided to speak out. The problem, 

however, is that it is speaking the wrong language, of violence and 

otherisation, not of justice, strength and a rightful place in the comity of 

nations. Prime Minister’s evocative assertion, “earlier you felt ashamed of 

being born Indian,” is symbolic of this new-found sense of strength. But 

then, the Hindutva faithful erroneously and often deliberately translates 

strength as aggression against fellow subalterns. 

As a result, our great tradition of argument, public debate, intellectual 

pluralism and generosity (Amartya Sen, The Argumentative Indian) is 

transforming into a culture of violence, bullying and pettiness. Our ‘fiercely 

independent’ media used to go after corrupt politicians and inept 

governments. Today, many of them prefer to preach down to us the virtues 

of nationalism and uses of brute force: prove your nationalism before you 

speak, they say! There was a time we were ‘reasonably’ confident about the 

human rights record of our country, despite the aberrations in Kashmir and 

elsewhere, and would put up a genuine defence of it. We would reason that 

we were a new democracy, a state in the making, there had been 

imperfections, but these were no systematic human rights violations, and, 

in any case, many of those inadequacies would get self-corrected in due 

course. Is that the case any more? We seem to have assumed a new cloak of 

nationalist indifference today. We have given up paying lipservice to the 

ideals of human rights, we do not even bother pretending that their 

violations don’t exist: the new tendency is to justify human rights violations 

for the greater glory of the nation. “What’s so wrong about tying a civilian 

to the bonnet of an army vehicle in a last act of self-defence?” goes the 

argument. 
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Hence, rule of law can be made flexible in the service of what is represented 

as national interest: a mere mention of nationalism would do. When our 

neighbours — Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Pakistan and others — were struggling 

with democracy, and getting individual liberty and religious freedom 

wrong, India, despite its many inadequacies, was widely seen as a regional 

hub of modern liberal values and social and religious inclusion. In the past, 

we provided refuge to the persecuted: today some of us are busy sending 

others to Pakistan, the country our founding fathers didn’t want us to 

become. Weren’t we all proud to belong to a multicultural India where we 

could eat, wear, speak and write what we wanted, with some reasonable 

restrictions? Everyone had his/ her own space there. We knew we belonged 

here, and that was a settled matter. I am not so confident about that any 

more. Today we hesitate before taking positions on issues ranging from 

national security to eating habits. 

We had a reputation for being a peace-loving nation. Our foreign policy, 

defensive military posture, and grand strategic behaviour displayed a strong 

desire for peaceful coexistence, stability and order in the region and a 

multipolar world. When in 1971, India aided the creation of Bangladesh (by 

breaking up Pakistan), world opinion was willing to live by India’s declared 

peaceful intentions, and the international community did not go overboard 

when India conducted nuclear tests in 1998. The reason was simple: 

Notwithstanding India’s nuclear weapons and the third largest army in the 

world, the world didn’t think India harboured aggressive intentions. There 

was a time when India played with terror outfits, and a former Prime 

Minister was killed when the Frankenstein that we created came back to 

haunt us. We learned our lesson then: are we now unlearning those lessons? 

In today’s India, how my opinion is viewed depends on who I am and which 

god I worship — not on the merit of what I say. 
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Q.1.  According to the passage, our foreign policy, defensive military 

 posture, and grand strategic behaviour displayed _____________ 

 (1) Opinion which depends upon it. 

 (2) A strong desire for peaceful coexistence. 

 (3) The merit of what it says. 

 (4) Nuclear weapons and the third largest army in the world. 

 (5) The simple reason India’s nuclear weapons. 

Q.2.  Which of the following statement/s is/are NOT TRUE in the context 

 of the passage? 

 (A) Secularism is derided or Liberalism is supported.  

 (B) Questioning the government is anti-national. 

 (C) We had a reputation for being a peace-loving nation. 

 (1) Only B 

 (2) Only C 

 (3) Only A 

 (4) Only A and B 

 (5) Only A and C 

Q.3.  Into which is our great tradition of argument, public debate, 

 intellectual pluralism and generosity transforming?  

 (1) It is transforming into peaceful and enjoyable country. 

 (2) It is transforming into nationalism and uses of brute force. 

 (3) It is transforming into bonnet of a jeep as a grim warning. 

 (4) It is transforming into a culture of violence, bullying and pettiness.  

 (5) It is transforming into multicultural India where we could live. 

Q.4.  Which of the following statement/s is/are TRUE in the context of the 

 passage? 

 (A)  The Gandhian-Nehruvian India is losing its innocence. 

 (B)  The Gandhian-Nehruvian India is abandoning a self-definition 

  of romantic idealism to embrace brash realism. 

 (C)  The Gandhian-Nehruvian India is in the process confronting a 

  few clear truths about itself.  
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 (1) Only A and B 

 (2) Only B and C 

 (3) Only A 

 (4) Only B 

 (5) All A, B and C 

Q.5.  Of which body used Our ‘fiercely independent’ media to go after? 

 (1) It used to go after money. 

 (2) It used to go after corrupt politicians and inept governments. 

 (3) It used to go after holidays when there were too much work. 

 (4) It used to go after only corrupt politicians. 

 (5) It used to go after reasonable facts. 

Q.6.  Which of the following is possibly the most appropriate TITLE of the 

 passage? 

 (1) A global success story 

 (2) The loss of innocence 

 (3) Religious freedom 

 (4) Our foreign policy 

 (5) Human rights violations 

Q.7-8.Choose the word/group of words is most SIMILAR in meaning to the 

 word/group of words printed in bold as used in the passage. 

Q.7.  CONQUERING 

 (1) Thwart   (2) Defeat   (3) Pounce  

 (4) Victorious   (5) Loose 

Q.8. UNABASHED 

 (1) Smart   (2) Hateful   (3) Encourage 

 (4) Bold   (5) Shameless 

Q.9-10. Choose the word/group of words is most OPPOSITE in meaning to 

 the word/group of words printed in bold as used in the passage. 

Q.9.  ABERRATION 

 (1) Creativity  (2) Normality   (3) Force  

 (4) Demand  (5) Command  
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Q.10. VANQUISHED 

 (1) Demonstration (2) Cancelled  (3) Toiled 

 (4) Surrendered   (5) Finished 

ANSWER 
 1. (2) Explanation- Answer lies in the fifth paragraph. 

 2. (3) Explanation- Answer lies in the second paragraph.  

 3. (4) Explanation- Answer lies in the third paragraph.  

 4. (1) Explanation- Answer lies in the second paragraph.  

 5. (2) Explanation- Answer lies in the third paragraph. 

 6. (2)   

 7. (4)   

 8. (5)   

 9. (2)   

 10. (4)
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