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COMPUTER 

TERMINOLOGIES 
 

ROM (Read Only Memory) 

ROM is also a type of non-volatile storage which is located on 
the motherboard that contains the basic instructions for what 
needs to happen when a computer is powered on. 

 

PROM  

Programmable read-only memory (PROM) is read-only memory 
(ROM ) that can be modified once by a user. 

 

EPROM  

Acronym for erasable 
programmable read-only memory, EPROM is a special type of 
memory that retains its contents until it is exposed to 
ultraviolet light.  

 

http://searchcio-midmarket.techtarget.com/definition/read-only-memory
http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/M/memory.html
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EEPROM  

Short for electrically erasable 
programmable read-only memory. 
EEPROM is a special type of PROM that can be erased by 
exposing it to an electrical charge. 

 

 

 

STORAGE DEVICES 

FDD (floppy disk drive)  

A floppy disk is a removable rotating flexible (or floppy) magnetic storage disk. 

 According to size floppy drive are three types 

1-8” 

2-31/
2 ” 

3-51/
4 ” 

  

 

HDD (Hard disk drive) 

A magnetic disk in which you can store computer data. The term hard is used to 

distinguish it from a soft, or floppy, disk. Hard disks hold more data and are faster than 

floppy disks.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/P/PROM.html
http://www.webopedia.com/term/h/disk.html
http://www.webopedia.com/term/h/store.html
http://www.webopedia.com/term/h/computer.html
http://www.webopedia.com/term/h/data.html
http://www.webopedia.com/term/h/hard.html
http://www.webopedia.com/term/h/floppy_disk.html
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Optical disk drive 

In computing, an optical disc drive (ODD) is a disk drive that uses laser light or 

electromagnetic waves near the light spectrum as part of the process of reading or 

writing data to or from optical discs. Compact discs, DVDs and Blue-ray discs are 

common types of optical media which can be read and recorded by such drives. 

 

 

Flash memory 

 

PEN DRIVE-  A USB flash drive consists of flash memory data storage 

device integrated with a USB (Universal Serial Bus) 1.1 or 2.0 interface.  

 

 

MEMORY CARD - A memory card or flash memory card is solid-state 

electronic flash memory data storage device capable of storing digital 

contents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARD READER  MEMORY CARDS  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disk_drive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laser
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_spectrum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Optical_disc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compact_disc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DVD
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blu-ray_disc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flash_memory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_storage_device
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_storage_device
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USB
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USB_1.1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USB_2.0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flash_memory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_storage_device
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OUTPUT DEVICES 

An output device is any piece of computer hardware equipment used to communicate 
the results of data processing carried out by an information processing system (such as 
a computer) to the outside world. 

 

MONITOR 

A monitor or display (sometimes called a visual display unit) is a piece of 

electrical equipment which displays images generated by devices such as 

computers, without producing a permanent record.  

Types of monitors: 

  1) CRT  

 2) LCD/TFT   

3) LED/OLED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINTER 

 Printers produce a hard copy  

Dot-matrix printers (impact printer)   Uses metal pins to strike an inked 

ribbon to make dots on a piece of paper.  

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer_hardware
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_processing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_processing_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrical_equipment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer
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Ink jet printers (non-impact printer) Use drops of magnetic ink to 

produce dots on a page to produce text or images.  

 

 

 

 

 

Laser printers (non-impact printer) Laser printer is an electrostatic digital 

machine that rapidly produces high quality text and graphics by passing a laser 
beam over a charged drum to define a differentially charged image. 
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Translator 
It is used to convert source code into object code. 

 
  

 

                               Classification of Translator  

 

 

 ASSEMBLER  

It accepts a program in assembly level language (Mnemonics 

codes) and converts into machine level language 

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

Assembly 

lalanguagelev

   Assembler  Machine code 
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INTERPRETER  

It accepts a program in line by line in high level language 

(Mnemonics codes) and converts into machine code. 

 

                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 High level language   Interpreter  Machine code 
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COMPILER 

It accepts a whole program in high level language and converts 

into machine code. 

 

                                     

                                      

 High level language   Compiler  Machine code 
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