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Introduction 

By interpretation of data we mean understanding, organising and drawing appropriate 

conclusions from the given data. In these days, Data Interpretation is an important aspect of 

almost every competitive examination. Usually, a table or a bar diagram or a pie-chart or a 

graph is given and candidates are asked questions that test their ability to analyse the-data 

given in those forms. Through these questions, examiner makes an attempt to check your 

ability to calculate faster and to comprehend complex and voluminous data. As a manager of 

tomorrow, you will constantly come across tonnes of data daily in different forms. 

 

Unorganised and haphazard data does not make any sense — more so to top management 

for whom time is a very valuable and rare commodity. Hence, any data, be it daily production 

figures, daily sales Figures, financial performance or productivity, will have to be presented in 

a concise manner — at the same time being precise so that top management can study it with 

least of effort and time thus also facilitating faster decision making, 

 

Methods of Presenting Data 

 Numerical data can be presented in one or more of the following ways:  

 (i) Table (il) Line Graph (iii) Bar Graph (iv) Pie-Chart (v) Venn Diagram, (vi) Caselets 

fvii) Triangular Bar Diagram (viii) Mix Diagram (combination of two or more of the above 

forms) etc. 

 

 

1.    Table 

 A table is one of the simplest and most convenient means of summarising data and 

presenting them in a meaningful way, as all the numerical values are given directly and any 

errors that may arise due to discrepancies in analysing or interpreting the data expressed in 

graphical form are eliminated. Here, it should be borne in mind that data expressed in the 

tabular form may be expressed in most of the other graphical forms. So, we can express or 

summarise the voluminous data in any one of the forms as we wish. So, the ways of expression 

do not matter. The various graphs can be drawn from the original piece of data which is in the 

form of table. 
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Ex.1.  Study the following table carefully to answer the questions that follow. 
 Number of Passengers (in hundreds) travelling in five trains on six different days 
 Train A B C D E 
 Day  
 Monday 4.55 4.38 4.64 7.73 7.68 
 Tuesday 3.54 6.34 6.90 5.82 5.59 
 Wednesday 7.65 2.79 7.23 5.64 6.28 
 Thursday 6.75 8.65 7.83 9.74 8.83 
 Friday 5.78 9.50 8.91 8.16 6.54 
 Saturday 3.48 5.39 9.84 9.92 10.9 
 
Q. What is the difference between the total number of passengers travelling in Train-C on 

Thursday and Saturday together and the number of passengers travelling in Train-E 
on Saturday ? 

  
 (1) 667 (2) 676 (3) 687 (4) 686 (5) None of these 
 
Sol. Difference = 17.67 – 10.9 = 6.77 = 677 
 
Q. What is the approximate percent increase in the number of passengers travelling in 

Train-B on Tuesday as compared to the previous day ? 
 (1) 49 (2) 52 (3) 59 (4) 53 (5) 45 
 

Sol. Percent increase =                  = 45 (approx) 
 
Q. In which train the number of passengers travelling consistently increases from Monday 

to Saturday? 
 
 (1) A (2) B (3) C (4) D (5) E 
 
Sol. Train C 

 
Ex.2.  Read the following table carefully and answer the questions given below. 

 Total number of passed students in a board examination in different schools, ratio of 
boys and girls and percentage of passed boys and girls in first class 

 School Total number Boys:Girls Boys % (Ist Class) Girls % (Ist Class) 
 A 800 5:3 17 24 
 B 740 1:1 30 20 
 C 750 8:7 28 22 
 D 980 4:3 25 30 
 E 600 2:1 23 27 
 F 720 7:5 20 28 
Q. What is the respective ratio between the number of passed boys from school D and F? 

  
(1) 2:3 (2) 4:3 (3) 3:1 (4) 5:2 (5) None of these 

 
Sol. Ratio = 560 : 420 = 4:3 
 

196

4 38
100

.
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Q. What is the difference between the number of boys and girls passed in first class from 

school E? 

  

(1) 34 (2) 40 (3) 36 (4) 30 (5) None of these 

 

Sol. Difference = 92 – 54 = 38 

 

Q. The number of passed girls from school D is approximately what percent more than 

the number of passed girls from school C? 

  

(1) 20 (2) 25 (3) 28 (4) 22 (5) None of these 

 

Sol. Percent increase        = ×100 = 20 

 

Q.1-5.  Study the following table carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

 Sale (In lakh) of number of units by six different companies over the years. 

 Year  2007 2008  2009  2010  2011  2012 

 Company   

 A  110  118  143  164  152  86 

 B   191  95  185  99  69  36 

 C   103  156  120  128  96  56 

 D   112  166  78  86  136  196 

 E   72  169  164  98  140  192 

 F   64  158  70  170  176  56 

 

Q-1. Which company has sold the maximum number of units over the years? 

 

(1) A (2)  C (3) F (4) D (5) E 

  

Company E 

 

Q-2. What is the difference between number of units sold by company D in the year 2008 

and 2009? 

  (1) 880000 (2) 8800000 (3) 88000 (4)  8000000 (5)  888800 

 

 Difference = 16600000 - 7800000= 8800000 

 

Q-3 Which company has sold the minimum number of units over the years? 

 

(1)  A (2)  E (3)  B (4)  C (5)  D 

 Ans. (4) 

 

70

350
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Q-4. What is the approximate average number of units sold in the year 2010? (in lakh) 

 (1)  145  (2) 135 (3) 125 (4) 132 (5) 130 

  

 Average :  

  

 = 125 lakh (approx) 

 

Q-5. Number of units sold by company B in the year 2008 is what percent of the total 

number of units sold by all the companies together in that year? (approximate)  

 

(1) 15% (2) 20% (3) 18% (4) 12% (5) 11%  

 

 Required percentage =   

 
 Study the following table carefully to answer the questions that follow. 
 Monthly expenditure (in thousand rupees) by six persons on rent, food, children’s 

education, clothes and travelling. 
 Expenditure / Rent  Food  Children’s  Clothes  Travelling 
 Person   education 
 A 15.4  6.8  3.5   4.4  2.5 
 B 7.5  7.2  4.2   4.8  2.8 
 C 8.5  4.8  4.8   5.8  3.2 
 D 13.5  9.2  5.6   6.4  3.4  
 E 10.5  6.8  7.0   7.4  3.6 
 F 12.4  7.8  9.2   6.8  3.8  
 
Q-1 Total expenditure on food by all the persons together is approximately what percent of 

total expenditure on children's education ? 
 

(1) 124% (2) 135% (3) 105% (4) 140% (5) 100% 
 

 Reqd.% =                       124% 
 
Q-2 What is the average expenditure of person B on all the five commodities together ? 
   

(1) Rs. 5400 (2)  Rs. 5300  (3) Rs. 5600   
 (4) Rs. 5350 (5) None of these 
 

 Average expenditure =              =Rs. 5300 
 
Q-3 What is the respective ratio between the expenditure of person B on food and 

expenditure of person D on clothes ? 
  

(1) 7 : 8 (2) 9 : 8 (3) 9 : 7 (4) 5 : 8 (5) None of these 
 

 Reqd ratio =  
 

95 100
11

862




164 99 128 86 98 170
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Q-4 What is difference between the expenditure of person D on travelling and the 

expenditure of person C on food ? 
 

(1) Rs. 1100 (2) Rs. 1650 (3) Rs. 1800 (4) Rs. 1400 (5) None of these 
 
 Reqd. difference = Rs. (4800-3400)  
         = Rs. 1400 
 
Q-5 Expenditure of which person on all the five commodities together is the third highest ? 
 

(1) A (2) B (3) C (4) D (5) E 
  

Expenditure of persons   

  A = Rs. 32600  B = Rs. 26500  
  C = Rs. 27100 D = Rs. 38100  

 E = Rs. 35300 F = Rs. 40000 

 Read the following table carefully and answer the questions given below. 

 Ratio between students passed in different streams in graduation from different cities. 
   Art : Art : Science Commerce 
 Cities Science : Male : Male : Male : 
   Commerce  Female : Female : Female 
 A  2 : 4 : 5 31 : 14 23 : 27 11 : 7 
 B  7 : 2 : 4 37 : 33 43 : 32 29 : 21 
 C  1 : 4 : 2 34 : 16 57 : 43 31 : 29 
 D  5 : 7 : 4 17 : 13 51 : 33 23 : 17 
 E  4 : 3 : 8 23 : 17 41 : 34 57 : 23 
 F  2 : 4 : 3 47 : 28 11 : 7 16 : 11 
 G  3 : 5 : 4 29 : 21 27 : 24 53 : 47   
 
Q-1 If the total number of males who passed in commerce stream from city E is 1368, what 

is the total number of students who passed in Art from city E? 
  

(1) 1000 (2) 920 (3) 925 (4) 960 (5) None of these 

  
 Number of females in commerce  

  
  Total Number of Students in commerce 

  = 1368+552 = 1920 
   Number of students in Art                = 960 

  
Q-2 If the total number of males who passed in Arts stream from city B is 1480 then what is 

the difference between the total number of students who passed in Commerce and in 
Science stream from city B? 

  
 (1) 800 (2) 1000 (3) 900 (4) 500 (5) None of these 

 

23 1368
552

57


 

1920 4

8
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 Total Number of females in  Arts              ×33 = 1320 
  Total number = 1480+1320 = 2800 
  Req. difference = 1600-800 = 800 

 
Q-3 If the total number of students who passed in commerce from city D is 4000, the total 

number of students who passed in city D is approximately what precent of the total 
number of science students who passed from city D? 

 (1) 218 (2) 240 (3) 250 (4) 210 (5) 229 
 
 
 Total number = 4000+7000+5000 = 16000 
   

Req. percentage   
   = 229 (Approx) 
 
Q-4 If the number of females who passed in Arts from city G is 504, the total number of 

males who passed in commerce from city G is approximately what percent of the total 
number of students who passed from city G? 

   
 (1) 12 (2) 18 (3) 22 (4) 26 (5) 30 
 
 Total number of students in Arts = 504+696 = 1200 
   

Req. percentage =                    = 18(Approx) 
 
Q-5 The number of females who passed in commerce from city E is approximately what 

percent more/less than the total number of males who passed in commerce from city 
E? 

   
(1)  46 (2)  52 (3)  60 (4)  64 (5)  57 

 

 Req. percent decrease =                          = 60 (Approx) 
 
 
 Read the following table carefully and answer the questions given below.    
 Marks obtained by 6 students in different subjects in an examination. 
 Subject Marks obtained out of Maximum marks 
 Student Maths  English  Hindi  Science  History  Geography 
   (150)  (80)  (60)  (120)  (75)  (75) 
 Pallavi 116 53  45  100  54  64 
 Qareena 140 60  50  96  66  55 
 Tarun 108  48  42  112  62  67 
 Divakar 120  52  34  88  48  60 
 Gahna 132  46  32  92  56  58 
 Farooq 117  50  40  108  45  53 
 
 

1480

37


16000
100

7000
 

848
100

4800


57 – 23
100

57
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Q-1 What is average percentage marks obtained by all students in Maths? (Up to two 

decimal places) 
 
  (1)  78.83% (2)  80.85% (3)  81.44% (4)  83.84% (5)  84.59% 

  

 Average percent mark                      = 81.44% 

  
Q-2 What is the average marks obtained by all students in Hindi? 
 
  (1)  32.8 (2)  34.12 (3)  38.88 (4)  40.5 (5)  43.25 
 
  

 Average marks                  = 40.5 
 
 
Q-3 What is the approximate percentage marks obtained by Tarun in all subjects? 
   

(1) 72% (2)  78% (3)  81% (4)  83% (5)  87% 

 

 Required percentage                         =78% (Approx.) 
 
 
Q-4 What is the difference between the marks obtained by Qareena and Divakar in all 

subjects together? 
 
  (1) 55 (2) 59 (3) 63 (4) 65 (5) 69 
 

 Difference = 467 – 402 = 65 

 
 
Q-5 Who obtained maximum marks in all subjects together? 
   

(1)  Qareena (2)  Tarun  (3)  Divaker  (4)  Gahna  (5)  Farooq  
 

Qareena 

 Read the following table carefully and answer the questions given below. 
 Number of players participating in three sport event and ratio of male and female 

among there. Country/Sport event. 
     E1    E2   E3 
               Total Male :    Female  Total  Male :  Female  Total Male : Female  
 India        540  2   :  1    250  17  :  8    350  5  : 2 
 U.S.A.      640  5   :  3    720  7  :  5    750  2  :  1 
 China       550  7   :  4    580  13  :  7    620  3  :  1 
 Russia     650  8   :  5    660  7  :  4    750  8  :  7 
 Australia  400  3   :  1    420  9  :  5    450  5  :  4 
 Germany 325  16   :  9    364  3  :  1    375  2  :   1  
 

733
100

900
 

243
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439
100

560
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Q-1. What is the total number of male players in events E1 and E3 together? 
   

(1)  4213 (2)  4022 (3)  4312 (4)  4133 (5)  4133 

 
 Number of males in E1 
  = 360 + 400 + 350 + 400 + 300 + 208 = 2018 
  Number of males in E3 

  = 250 + 500 + 465 + 400 + 250 + 250 = 2115 
  Sum = 2018+2115 = 4133 

 
Q-2. In event E2,the number of male players in Russia is approximately what percent more 

that of in  Australia ? 
   

(1) 55 (2) 50 (3) 58 (4) 51 (5) 46 
 
 Ans (1) 
 
Q-3. What is the average number of all players in all the three events in India? 
   

(1)  380 (2)  472 (3)  190 (4)  285 (5) None of these 
  
 Number of players in E1 in India = 540  

 Number of players in E2 in India = 250 

 Number of players in E3 in India = 350 

 In India the average number of players in all events together  

  
 
Q-4. In event E2 the number of female players in Russia is approximately what percent of 

male players in event E3 in China? 
   

(1) 71 (2) 75 (3) 78 (4) 67 (5) 52 
 
 In event E2, no.of female players in Russia = 240 

 In event E3, no. of male players in China = 465 

  
Required percent  

 
Q-5. What is the respective ratio between the number of female players in E1 and that of 

female players in E2 in Germany? 
   

(1)  8 : 7 (2)  2 : 1 (3)  1 : 3 (4)  4 : 3 (5) None of these 

 

Ans (5) 

 

1140
380

3
 

240
100 52%

465
  


