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 Solar System 

Heavenly Bodies  

 

Meaning:  A natural celestial object Sun, moon and all the glittering 

bodies in the sky at night are known as "Heavenly Bodies". Our Earth 

is also a heavenly body. 

Features: All heavenly bodies can be categorized in two parts, which 

are as under- 

1. Stars 

2. Planets 

Stars: A very large ball of burning gas in space that is usually seen 

from the earth as a point of light in the sky at night. It radiate energy 

and light in huge amount. Being at very long distance, it seems very 

small and shiny. 

Planets:  Any of the celestial objects with apparent motion, including 

the sun, moon, mercury, Venus Mars, Jupiter, or Saturn etc. It only 
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reflects light from the stars like sun. Planet means "To be rover". Our 

earth is also a planet that receives heat and light from the sun. Planets 

are eight in number. 

Note:  Total planets are eight after recoiling of Pluto. 

Solar System: 

 

- It consists sun and eight planets. 

- Except eight planets other bodies that revolve around the planets 

 are also parts of solar system. 

Sun 

 Position/Location:  Sun is situated at the centre of solar system 

     and is the largest marble in it. 

 Features:    

 - Sun, being made of very hot gases is a source of energy and 

  light for whole solar system. Without this energy, earth will 

  become very cold and dead. 



 

 

www.mahendraguru.com 

www.mahendraguru.com 

  

 -  The velocity of light is 3 lacs kms./ sec. Even though Sun's 

  light reaches on earth within 8 minutes 20 Sec. 

Planets 

 Total Number: There are eight planets in our solar system. 

 Location:  As per distance from the sun the order is as  

    under: 

 - Mercury 

 - Venus 

 - Earth 

 - Mars 

 - Jupiter 

 - Saturn 

 - Uranus 

 - Neptune 

 - Largest planet – Jupiter 

 - Smallest planet – Mercury 

 Meaning:  Satellite means companion, for example, the moon is 

   satellite of Earth moon is Earth's satellite and also  

   revolves around the sun as well as around the Earth. 

 Features:  Total 49 satellite have been discovered till date. 

  - Except Mercury and Venus, remaining all planets  

   have one or more satellites. 
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  - Satellites, do not have their own light, same as in  

  planets. It reflects the sun light. 

Asteroid 

 

 Meaning: 

 -  A group of small bodies between Mars and Jupiter is known 

  as "Asteroid". 

 Feature: It also revolves round the sun. 

 Origin: It is believed that asteroid is the part of the planet, gets 

   scattered after its birth. 

Earth 
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 Location: Earth is our planet. As per order in distances from Sun 

   it is at third position. 

  - According to size, earth is at fifth position. 

  - It takes 365 days and 6 hours for one rotation around 

   the sun. 

 Feature: It is spherical other planets but ------- at poles. 

  - It is similar to Venus in shape and size. 

  - Earth is the only planet where life exists. It is just  

   because of water, suitable temperature and   

   atmosphere containing life-giving gases are present on 

   Earth. 
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  - According to Astronauts, the Earth seems blue in  

   colour. The reason is existence of water and that is 

   why it is also called the "Blue Planet". 

Moon 

 

  - The moon's diameter is one-fourth of Earth diameter. 

  - Reflected light by the moon reaches on Earth in one 

   and a quarter of seconds. 

  Feature: The earth has only one satellite – The Moon. 

  - The Moon revolves round the Earth in 27 days8 hours. 

  - It rotates on its own latitude with in the same time. 

   That is the reason we always face one moon. 

                                   QUESTION ANSWER 

Q.1.  Plusars are - 

  (a) Stars moving towards the Earth 

  (b) Stars moving away from Earth 

  (c) Rapidly spinning stars 

  (d) High temperature stars 
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Ans.  Rapidly spinning stars 

Q.2.  Which planet in our solar system is nearly as big as the  

  Earth? 

  (a) Mercury  (b) Mars 

  (c) Venus   (d) Pluto 

Ans.  Venus 

Q.3.  Planet nearest to the Sun is- 

  (a) Mercury  (b) Mars 

  (c) Venus   (d) Earth 

Ans.  Mercury 

Q.4.  The outermost layer of the sun is called 

  (a) Chromosphere (b) Photosphere 

  (c) Corona   (d) Lithosphere 

Ans.  Corona 

Q.5.  Which of the following is called 'Blue Planet'? 

  (a) Saturn   (b) Earth 

  (c) Jupiter   (d) Mars 

Ans.  Earth 

Q.6.    The planet known as the “Earth’s Twin” is 

                   (a) Jupiter                   (b) Saturn  

                   (c) Venus                    (d) Mars 

Ans.           Venus 
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Q.7.  The planet that takes 88 days to make one revolution of the 

  Sun is- 

  (a) Mercury  (b) Saturn 

  (c) Jupiter   (d) Mars 

Ans.  Mercury 

Q.8.  'Supernova' is – 

  (a) A comet  (b) An asteroid 

  (c) An exploding star (d) A black hole 

Ans.  An exploding star 

Q.9.  Which is the second nearest star to the Earth after the sun? 

  (a) Vega   (b) Sirius 

  (c) Proxima Centauri (d) Alpha Centauri 

Ans.  Proxima Centauri 

Q.10.  Which of the following lake is situated on the west Coast of 

  India? 

  (a) Astamudi  (b) Chilka 

  (c) Pulicat   (d) Kolleru 

Ans.  Astamudi Lake is situated on the West Coast of India in 

  Kollam District of Kerala. 
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1. s  and huge donations 

2. Attacks of Huna and Turk invaders.  

 


