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Vedic period 

 

The Vedic period (or Vedic age) (c. 1500 – c. 600 BCE) is the period in the history of the Indian 

subcontinent intervening between the end of the urban Indus Valley Civilization, and a second 

urbanisation which began in 600 BCE. It gets its name from the Vedas 

 

The Vedas were composed and orally transmitted by speakers of an Old Indo-Aryan language who had 

migrated into the north western regions of the Indian subcontinent early in this period. The associated 

Vedic culture was tribal and pastoral until c. 1200 or 1100 BCE, and centred in the Punjab. It then 

spread eastward to the Ganges Plain, becoming more agricultural and settled. The Vedic period saw 

the emergence of a hierarchy of social classes and later of monarchical, state-level polities. 

 

Origins 

 

The commonly proposed period of earlier Vedic age is dated back to the 2nd millennium BCE. After 

the collapse of the Indus Valley Civilisation, which ended c. 1900 BCE, groups of Indo-Aryan peoples 

migrated into north-western India and started to inhabit the northern Indus Valley 

 

Early Vedic Period (ca. 1500–1200 BCE) 

 

The Rig Veda contains accounts of conflicts between the Aryas and the Dasas and Dasyus. It describes 

Dasas and Dasyus as people who do not perform sacrifices (akratu) or obey the commandments of 

gods (avrata). 

  

Later Vedic period (1100–500 BCE) 

 

 

After the 12th century BCE, as the Rig Veda had taken its final form, the Vedic society transitioned 

from semi-nomadic life to settled agriculture. Vedic culture extended into the western Ganges Plain. 

Possession of horses remained an important priority of Vedic leaders and a remnant of the nomadic 

lifestyle, resulting in trade routes beyond the Hindu Kush to maintain this supply as horses needed for 

cavalry and sacrifice could not be bred in India. 

 

Society 

Rig Vedic society was relatively egalitarian in the sense that a distinct hierarchy of socio-economic 

classes or castes was absent. However, political hierarchy was determined by rank, where rajan stood 

at the top and dasi at the bottom. The words Brahamana and Kshatriya occur in various family books 

of the Rig Veda, but they are not associated with the term varna. The words Vaishya and Shudra are 

absent. 
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Vedic civilization is the civilization of ancient India in which Vedas were formed. Indian scholars 

believe that this civilization has come to an endless tradition. According to Western scholars, a 

community of Aryans came to India about 2000 BC and with the arrival of this civilization, some 

people started to believe that some people had started from around 7000 BC today. 

 Generally, most scholars consider the period of Vedic civilization in the middle of 2000 BC to 600 

BC, but many remains of Vedic civilization have been found in the remains of new archeological 

excavations, due to which modern scholars such as David Frayle, Telgiri, BB Lal, S. R. Rao, Subhash 

Kak, Arvindo have started believing that Vedic civilization was started in India and the composition of 

Rigveda has been 4000-3000 BC. Because there is no evidence from the archaeological excavation of 

Aryans coming to India nor has any evidence from DNA research, in this period the foundation of the 

present Hindu religion was laid, which is still in existence. 

 

In addition to the Vedas, many other Sanskrit texts were also composed in this period. The creation of 

Vedanga Sutra has been done to organize these Vedic Granththas of Mantra Brahmana Granth and 

Upanishad. Anant Ramayana, Mahabharata, and Purananyaki were composed which have been known 

as the source of knowledge of this period. The rise of the infinite Charvak, Tantikonda, Buddhism and 

Jainism also happened. 

 

Historians believe that the Aryans used to live mainly in the plains of northern India, which was the 

main center of the Aryan civilization. In this period northern India (including modern Pakistan, 

Bangladesh and Nepal) was divided into several Mahajanapadas. 

 

 

Vedas  

 

Four Vedas 

The canonical division of the Vedas is fourfold  

 Rigveda  

 Yajurveda  

 Samaveda  

 Atharvaveda  

 

Of these, the first three were the principal original division, also called "trayī vidyā"; that is, "the triple 

science" of reciting hymns (Rigveda), performing sacrifices (Yajurveda), and chanting songs 

(Samaveda). 

 The Rigveda is the oldest work, it is the Vedic period itself, where incipient lists divide the Vedic 

texts into three (trayī) or four branches: Rig, Yajur, Sama and Atharva. 

Each Veda has been sub classified into four major text types –  

the Samhitas (mantras and benedictions),  

the Aranyakas (text on rituals, ceremonies such as newborn baby's rites of passage, coming of age, 

marriages, retirement and cremation, sacrifices and symbolic-sacrifices),  

the Brahmanas (commentaries on rituals, ceremonies and sacrifices),  

and the Upanishads (text discussing meditation, philosophy and spiritual knowledge).  
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The Upasanas (short ritual worship-related sections) are considered by some scholars as the fifth part.  

Only one version of the Rigveda is known to have survived into the modern era. Several different 

versions of the Sama Veda and the Atharva Veda are known, and many different versions of the Yajur 

Veda have been found in different parts of South Asia. 

 

Rigveda  

The Rigveda Samhita is the oldest extant Indic text.  

 It is a collection of 1,028 Vedic Sanskrit hymns and 10,600 verses in all, organized into ten books The   

hymns are dedicated to Rigvedic deities 

• It is divided into 10 divisions. In this, the Mandals from 2 to 7 are considered to be the oldest. The 

first and the tenth board have been added later. There are 1028 verses  in it. 

• Its language is poetical. 

• In the Rig Veda, there is mention of 33 gods (substances containing divine qualities). 

• The famous Gayatri Mantra, which is addressed to the goddess Gayatri associated with the Sun, is 

first received in Rig Veda. 

• The  ‘asato ma sadgamaya’ sentence has been taken from Rig Veda. 

• In the Rig Veda, names of women are also found in the spell of the mantras, in which the main ones 

are Lopamudra, Ghosha, Shachi, Paolomai and Kalvavavruti etc. 

• The name of the priest of Rigveda is hotri. 

The Rigveda is structured based on clear principles – the Veda begins with a small book addressed to 

Agni, Indra, and other gods, all arranged according to decreasing total number of hymns in each deity 

collection; for each deity series, the hymns progress from longer to shorter ones, but the number of 

hymns per book increases. 

Samaveda 

• Samaveda was composed in the Rig Veda to make the mantras singable. 

• There are 1810 verses in which all the remaining except 75 are mentioned in the Rig Veda. 

• Samvede is divided into three branches - Kothum, Yoga and Legible. 

• Samveda has the distinction of being India's first musical book. 

The Samaveda Samhita consists of 1549 stanzas, taken almost entirely (except for 75 mantras) 

from the Rigveda. The Samaveda samhita has two major parts. The first part includes four melody 

collections (gana) and the second part three verse “books” (arcika). A melody in the song books 

corresponds to a verse in the arcika books. Just as in the Rigveda, the early sections of Samaveda 

typically begin with hymns to Agni and Indra but shift to the abstract. Their meters shift also in a 
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descending order. The songs in the later sections of the Samaveda have the least deviation from the 

hymns derived from the Rigveda.  

Yajurveda 

• Yaju means the sacrifice 

• Yajurveda has described the methods of sacrifice in the Vedas. 

• In this, the compilation of chants has been done for the purpose of reciting rituals during ceremonial 

sacrifice. 

• It contains descriptions of mantras along with religious rituals, which have been suggested to be 

edited with mantras. 

• The language of Yajurveda is both poetic and religious. 

• There are two branches of Yajurveda - Krishna Yajurveda and Shukla Yajurveda. 

• Krishna Yajurveda has four branches- Matriyani Samhita, Kathak Samhita, Kapithal and Samhita. 

Shukla Yajurveda has two branches- Madhindin and Kanv Samhita. 

• It is divided into 40 chapters. 

• For the first time in this book, two state functions like Rajsuya and Vajpayee are mentioned. 

The Yajurveda Samhita consists of prose mantras.  It is a compilation of ritual offering formulas that 

were said by a priest while an individual performed ritual actions such as those before the yajna fire. 

The earliest and most ancient layer of Yajurveda samhita includes about 1,875 verses,that are distinct 

yet borrow and build upon the foundation of verses in Rigveda 

 Unlike the Samaveda which is almost entirely based on Rigveda mantras and structured as songs, the 

Yajurveda samhitas are in prose and linguistically, they are different from earlier Vedic texts.[93] The 

Yajur Veda has been the primary source of information about sacrifices during Vedic times and 

associated rituals. 

There are two major groups of texts in this Veda: the "Black" (Krishna) and the "White" (Shukla). The 

term "black" implies "the un-arranged, motley collection" of verses in Yajurveda, in contrast to the 

"white" (well arranged) Yajurveda. 

The White Yajurveda separates the Samhita from its Brahmana (the shathapatha brahman), the Black 

Yajurveda intersperses the Samhita with Brahmana commentary. Of the Black Yajurveda, texts from 

four major schools have survived (Maitrayani, Katha, Kapisthala-Katha, Taittiriya), while of the White 

Yajurveda, two (Kanva and Madhyandina). 

 The youngest layer of Yajurveda text is not related to rituals nor sacrifice, it includes the largest 

collection of primary Upanishads, influential to various schools of Hindu philosophy 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vedas#cite_note-96
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Artharvaveda 

 

• It is a portrayal of the fundamental beliefs, traditions of pre-historical era. Atharva Veda is organized 

in 20 chapters. There are 731 Sukta and 6000 mantras. 

• Information is given in the form of disease and its means of prevention. 

• There are two branches of Atharvaveda - Shanak and Pippalad. 

The Artharvaveda Samhita is the text 'belonging to the Atharvan and Angirasa poets. It has about 760 

hymns, and about 160 of the hymns are in common with the Rigveda. Most of the verses are metrical, 

but some sections are in prose. Two different versions of the text – the Paippalāda and the Śaunakīya – 

have survived into the modern times.The Atharvaveda was not considered as a Veda in the Vedic era, 

and was accepted as a Veda in late 1st millennium BC. It was compiled last, probably around 900 BC, 

although some of its material may go back to the time of the Rigveda, or earlier. 

The Atharvaveda is sometimes called the "Veda of magical formulas", 

Many books of the Atharvaveda Samhita are dedicated to rituals without magic, such as to 

philosophical speculations and to theosophy 

The Atharva veda has been a primary source for information about Vedic culture, the customs and 

beliefs, the aspirations and frustrations of everyday Vedic life, as well as those associated with kings 

and governance. 

 The text also includes hymns dealing with the two major rituals of passage – marriage and cremation 

The Atharva Veda also dedicates significant portion of the text asking the meaning of a ritual. 

 

Brahmanas 

 

• It is mainly attributed to prose style. 

• We get knowledge of the incident before Bimbisar with Brahman texts. 

• There are eight mandal and five chapters in Atereya Brahmin. It is also called a penjika. 

• The rules of coronation are obtained in the Atreya Brahmin. 

• Taitari Brahmin is the Brahmin of Krishna yajurveda. 

• Shatapatha Brahmin has 100 chapters, 14 kandas and 438 Brahmins. There is also mention of places 

like Gandhara, Surya, Kaikya, Kuru, Panchal, Kosal, Videh etc. 

• Shatapatha Brahman is the most important Brahmin from the historical point of view. 

• Twenty-five / fifty-five Brahmins are Samvaveda Brahmins. 

• The most prominent Brahmin is gopatha 
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The Brahmanas are commentaries, explanation of proper methods and meaning of Vedic Samhita 

rituals in the four Vedas.  They also incorporate myths, legends and in some cases philosophy. Each 

regional Vedic shakha (school) has its own operating manual-like Brahmana text, most of which have 

been lost. A total of 19 Brahmana texts have survived into modern times: two associated with 

the Rigveda ,  six with the Yajurveda ,  ten with the Samaveda  and one with the Atharvaveda  

 

Aranyakas and Upanishads 

 

The Aranyakas layer of the Vedas include rituals, discussion of symbolic meta-rituals, as well as 

philosophical speculations. 

Aranyakas, however, neither are homogeneous in content nor in structure. They are a medley of 

instructions and ideas, and some include chapters of Upanishads within them. Two theories have been 

proposed on the origin of the word Aranyakas. One theory holds that these texts were meant to be 

studied in a forest, while the other holds that the name came from these being the manuals of 

allegorical interpretation of sacrifices, for those in Vanaprastha (retired, forest-dwelling) stage of their 

life, according to the historic age-based Ashrama system of human life. 

The Upanishads reflect the last composed layer of texts in the Vedas. They are commonly referred to 

as Vedānta, variously interpreted to mean either the "last chapters, parts of the Vedas" or "the object, 

the highest purpose of the Veda". The concepts of Brahman (Ultimate Reality) and Ātman (Soul, Self) 

are central ideas in all the Upanishads, and "Know your Ātman" their thematic focus. The Upanishads 

are the foundation of Hindu philosophical thought and its diverse traditions. Of the Vedic corpus, they 

alone are widely known, and the central ideas of the Upanishads have influenced the diverse traditions 

of Hinduism. 

Aranyakas are sometimes identified as karma-kanda (ritualistic section), while the Upanishads are 

identified as jnana-kanda (spirituality section). 

 

 

 

Vedangas  

The Vedangas developed towards the end of the vedic period, around or after the middle of the 1st 

millennium BC. These auxiliary fields of Vedic studies emerged because the language of the Vedas, 

composed centuries earlier, became too archaic to the people of that time.The Vedangas were sciences 

that focused on helping understand and interpret the Vedas that had been composed many centuries 

earlier. 

  

The six subjects of Vedanga are  

 phonetics (siksha),  

 Poetic meter (chandas),  

 Grammar (vyakaran), 

 Etymology and linguistics (Nirukta),  

 Rituals and rites of passage (kalpa),  

 Time keeping and astronomy (jyotisha). 
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Vedangas developed as ancillary studies for the Vedas, but its insights into meters, structure of sound 

and language, grammar, linguistic analysis and other subjects influenced post-Vedic studies, arts, 

culture and various schools of Hindu philosophy  

The Kalpa Vedanga studies, for example, gave rise to the Dharma-sutras, which later expanded into 

Dharma-shastras 

 

QUESTION ANSWER 

 

Q.1.Which among the following is considered to be the oldest Veda?  

[A]Sam Veda  

[B]Yajur Veda  

[C]Rig Veda  

[D]Atharva Veda 

ANS – C  

 

Q.2.The hymns of Rig Veda were recited by which of the following priests?  

[A]Hotri  

[B]Udgatri  

[C]Adhvaryas  

[D]Nakshotri 

ANS – A  

 

 

Q.3. Which of the following are ritualistic teachings attached to the hymns of the Vedas?  

[A]Brahmanas  

[B]Upanishads  

[C]Aranyakas  

[D]None of the above 

ANS- A 

 

Q.4. The IX mandala of the Rigveda samhita is dedicated to?  

[A]Soma  

[B]Purushkuta  

[C]Gotra  

[D]Gayatri Mantra 

ANS – A  

 

Q.5. Who was the founder of Yoga philosophy?  

[A]Jaimini  

[B]Kapila  

[C]Akshapada Gautam  

[D]Patanjali 

ANS – D  

 

Q.6. Purusha sukta is a part of which among the following vedas?  

[A]Sam Veda  
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[B]Rig Veda  

[C]Atharva Veda  

[D]Yajur Veda 

ANS – D  

 

Q.7. In the Rigvedic Dasrajan Yudha (Battle of Ten Kings) the Bharatas emerged winner at the 

bank of __? 

[A] The Indus River 

[B] The Saraswati River 

[C] The Sutlej River 

[D] The Parushni River 

ANS – D  

 

Q.8. The homeland of the Aryans was Arctic Region, was propounded by ___? 

[A] Max Muller 

[B] Edward Meyer 

[C] Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

[D] Herzefeld 

ANS – C  

 

Q.9. Which one is the longest epic of the world?  

[A]Ramayana  

[B]Ramcharitmanas  

[C]Mahabharata  

[D]Hanuman Chalisa 

ANS – C 

 

Q.10. Which of the following subjects are dealt in by Kalpa Sutras?  

[A] Sacrifices   

[B] Family ceremonies  

[C] Varnas, Ashramas  

[D] All of the above 

ANS – D  
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