
 

 
www.mahendraguru.com 

www.mahendraguru.com 



 

 
www.mahendraguru.com 

www.mahendraguru.com 

200 denomination banknotes in the Mahatma Gandhi (New) Series.  

The Reserve Bank of India has issued on August 25, 2017, ₹ 200 denomination 

banknotes in the Mahatma Gandhi (New) Series, bearing the signature of Dr. Urjit 

R. Patel, Governor, Reserve Bank of India. The new denomination has Motif of 

Sanchi Stupa on the reverse, depicting the country’s cultural heritage. The base 

colour of the note is Bright Yellow. Intaglio or raised printing of Mahatma Gandhi 

portrait, Ashoka Pillar emblem, raised Identification mark H with micro-text ₹ 

200, four angular bleed lines with two circles in between the lines both on the right 

and left sides. 

DHFL Pramerica Life Insurance Company signed Bancassurance 

Agreement. 

DHFL Pramerica Life Insurance Company signed Bancassurance Agreement with 

the Dhanlaxmi Bank for selling its insurance products. As per the agreement, the 

90-year-old Dhanlaxmi Bank would become the corporate agent of DPLI and 

make life insurance products more accessible to its customers. Dhanlaxmi Bank 

managing director and CEO G Sreeram said the bank was delighted to partner with 

DHFL Pramerica for bringing in best-in-class life insurance products for different 

customer segments. 

Commerce and Industry Minister Sets up Task Force on Artificial 

Intelligence for Economic Transformation  

Commerce and Industry Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman has constituted a Task 

Force on Artificial Intelligence (AI) for India’s Economic Transformation. The 

Minister said with rapid development in the fields of information technology and 

hardware, the world is about to witness a fourth industrial revolution.  She said 

driven by the power of big data, high computing capacity, artificial intelligence 

and analytics, Industry 4.0 aims to digitise the manufacturing sector. Smt. 

Sitharaman said the panel will comprise of experts, academics, researchers and  
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industry leaders and will explore possibilities to leverage AI for development 

across various fields 

Karnataka Agriculture Department has signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding. 

Karnataka Agriculture Department has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

with Microsoft India to develop a unique “farm price forecasting model” using 

latest IT tools in a bid to help farmers, administrators and other stakeholders to 

understand the market behaviour in advance. The proposed initiative is said to be 

the first-of-its-kind in the country as it is a “multi-variate” one that takes into 

consideration various factors beyond the conventional supply-demand equation 

while forecasting the prices for crops.  It will examine a slew of related factors 

including weather, rainfall and external factors that impact market behavior. 

NITI Aayog to launch “Mentor India” Campaign  

NITI Aayog will launch the Mentor India Campaign, a strategic nation building 

initiative to engage leaders who can guide and mentor students at more than 900 

Atal Tinkering Labs, established across the country as a part of the Atal Innovation 

Mission. CEO NITI Aayog, Shri Amitabh Kant will unveil the online nationwide 

initiative in the capital tomorrow on Wednesday, 23rdAugust. Mentor India is 

aimed at maximizing the impact of Atal Tinkering Labs, possibly the biggest 

disruption in formal education globally. The idea is to engage leaders who will 

nurture and guide students in the Atal Tinkering Labs. These labs are non-

prescriptive by nature, and mentors are expected to be enablers rather than 

instructors. 

NITI Aayog is looking for leaders who can spend anywhere between one to two 

hours every week in one or more such labs to enable students experience, learn 

and practice future skills such as design and computational thinking 
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Seventeenth Meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council 

The seventeenth Meeting of the Financial Stability and Development Council 

(FSDC) was held in New Delhi under the Chairmanship of the Union Minister of 

Finance, Shri Arun Jaitley. Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) , Dr. Arvind 

Subramanian,  made a presentation on the state of economy. The Council noted 

that India has macro-economic stability today on the back of improvements in its 

macro-economic fundamentals, structural reforms with the launch of the Goods 

and Services Tax (GST), action being taken to address the Twin Balance Sheet 

(TBS) challenge, extraordinary financial market confidence, reflected in high and 

rising bond and especially stock valuations and long-term positive consequences 

of demonetization. The Council also discussed the issues and challenges facing 

the Indian economy and Members agreed on the need to keep constant vigil and 

be in a state of preparedness of managing any external and internal vulnerabilities. 

Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) to acquire government’s 51.11 per cent 

stake in Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd. 

The board of state-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) has given ‘in-

principle’ approval to acquire government’s 51.11 per cent stake in Hindustan 

Petroleum Corp Ltd, the company said in a regulatory filing. The board at its 

meeting constituted a committee of directors to “examine various aspects” of the 

acquisition and “to provide its recommendations to the board of directors”, it said. 

The government last month had approved sale of its 51.11 per cent stake in oil 

refiner HPCL to India’s largest oil producer ONGC. Prior to the merger, HPCL is 

likely to take over Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd (MRPL) to bring 

all the refining assets of ONGC under one unit. ONGC currently owns 71.63 per 

cent of MRPL while HPCL has 16.96 per cent stake in it. 

Union Bank of India has entered into a corporate agency agreement. 

Union Bank of India has entered into a corporate agency agreement with Bajaj 

Allianz General Insurance and Cholamandalam MS General Insurance for 
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distribution of their insurance products. The public sector bank already has a 

corporate agency agreement with The New India Assurance. Rajkiran Rai G, MD 

and CEO, Union Bank of India, said: “We believe the partnerships will bring the 

best of non-life insurance products to our customers.” 

9th meeting of Heads of Governments of SCO dealing with the prevention 

and elimination of emergency situation 

The 9th meeting of Heads of Governments of SCO dealing with the prevention 

and elimination of emergency situation, made by the Union Home Minister Shri 

Rajnath Singh at Cholpon- Ata in Kyrgyz Republic on 24th August 2017. 

Narendra Modi and Priyanka Chopra tops LinkedIn Power Profiles List of 

2017. 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and actress Priyanka Chopra have found a 

spot in the LinkedIn Power Profiles List of 2017. Professional networking giant 

LinkedIn announced its fourth edition of Power Profiles, a list of the most viewed 

LinkedIn profiles of professionals in India. Through the list, the network 

recognizes 50 such professionals, who have successfully invested in building their 

professional brand on the platform. 

Modi with his 2.2 million followers on the platform, is a third time return to the 

list. Other influencers are Kailash Satyarthi, Founder of Kailash Satyarthi 

Children’s Foundation, Congress MP Shashi Tharoor, Global Chief People Officer 

and Priyanka, who are new entries in the list. 

Forbes has released its list of world’s 20 highest paid actors of 2017 featuring 

3 Indian actors. 

The list is topped by Hollywood star Mark Wahlberg with earnings of $68 mn. 

Wahlberg replaced last year’s top-ranked star, Dwayne Johnson who comes in at 

the 2nd spot with $65 mn earnings while Vin Diesel with $54.5 mn got the 3rd 

spot. 
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SRK, Salman, and Akshay are now Forbes regulars and have been ranked among 

the top 20 actors for the 3rd year. The stars, are placed at the last three spots on 

2017's list. The highest ranked Indian actor is Shah Rukh Khan at 8 the same 

position he occupied last year. His stated earnings have risen from $33 million in 

2016 to $38 million in 2017. At ninth place is Salman Khan, up from his 2016 

ranking of 14. Salman took home $37 million significantly more than the $28.5 

million he made last year.  

Akshay Kumar is10th position similar to last year's list, with $35.5 million. He 

made $31.5 million last year. Akshay is referred to as "king of Bollywood box 

office for over a quarter of a century" by Forbes. 

Microsoft launches ‘Project Brainwave’. 

Microsoft announces 'Project Brainwave' to compete with Google's AI hardware 

Lead. Microsoft has announced its Project Brainwave deep learning acceleration 

platform for real-time artificial intelligence. The ‘Project Brainwave’ uses the 

massive field-programmable gate array infrastructure that Microsoft has been 

deploying over the past few years. It can handle complex, memory-intensive 

models such as Long Short Term Memories, without using batching to juice 

throughput. 

Project Brainwave will be only available for Microsoft's internal AI services for 

now, but will potentially offer the system to outside companies through its cloud 

services in the future. Microsoft has been investing in FGPAs for years now -- 

initially for areas like security and Bing search. 

India-Malaysia: Cooperation Treaty between TRAI and Malaysian Telecom 

Regulatory Authority. 

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India has inked an agreement with the 

Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) to deepen 

bilateral cooperation in telecom and broadcasting regulation. Both telecom 
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regulators, signed a letter of intent (LoI), under which they will exchange 

information and regulatory best practices. 

Trai chairman RS Sharma and MCMC chairman Halim Shafie were signatories to 

the pact, which will enhance cooperation and bilateral ties between the two 

entities. The telecom regulators of India and Malaysia will also undertake joint 

capacity building exercises in telecom and broadcasting regulation, the Trai said 

in a statement. 

Pact with South Korea’s IVI for vaccine 

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the Health Ministry inked a 

pact with the International Vaccine Institute (IVI), South Korea to collaborate on 

vaccine research and development.  The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

was signed between Dr Soumya Swaminathan, Director General of ICMR and 

Secretary, Department of Health Research, Manoj Jhalani, Additional Secretary, 

Ministry of Health and Dr Jerome H Kim, Director General of IVI. 

The ICMR in Delhi is the apex body in the country for the formulation, 

coordination, and promotion of biomedical research. With a long history of 

scientific collaboration with IVI, India officially became a signatory to the treaty 

of the Seoul-based organization in 2012. The IVI has 35 signatory countries. 

China to relaunch fastest bullet trains 

China will again run one of the world’s fastest bullet trains. The journey between 

Beijing and Shanghai will be made at 350 kmph, covering 1,250 km in just 4 hours 

and 30 minutes. Currently, it takes six hours to travel from the Chinese capital to 

the country’s business hub. The new generation bullet train 'the Fuxing' will make 

the trip starting from September 21. It will be the worlds fastest commercially used 

bullet train. China began running its first 350 kmph high-speed train between 

Beijing and Tianjin in August 2008 and opened at least three more high-speed 

lines nationwide in the following years. But it reduced the speed to 250 — 300 
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kmph after a major accident in July 2011, when a train collision left 40 dead and 

over 190 injured. 

Lost wreckage of warship USS Indianapolis found in pacific after 72 years 

A team of civilian researchers led by Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen has 

discovered the wreckage of World War II warship USS Indianapolis nearly after 

72 years. It is 18000 feet (5.5 km) below the surface in the Pacific Ocean. It has 

been announced on 18th of August 2017. The Indianapolis was destroyed 

returning from its secret mission to deliver parts for the atomic bomb which was 

later used on Hiroshima. Of the 1,196 men on board, just 316 were rescued – the 

largest loss of life at sea in the history of the US Navy. Only of them, 22 are alive 

today. The USS Indianapolis was destroyed on 30 July 1945 when, somewhere in 

the Philippine sea between Guam and Leyte, it was hit by a torpedo from a 

Japanese submarine. 

The wreck was located by the expedition crew of Paul Allen’s Research Vessel 

Petrel, a 250 foot vessel equipped with high-tech equipment capable of diving to 

6000 meters. The 13-person crew was led to the location of the USS Indianapolis 

through the research carried out in 2016 by Richard Hulver, a historian with the 

Naval History and Heritage Command. The information rendered by the landing 

craft led the research team to a new position and estimated the search area for 

Allen’s team. The crew will continue to survey the site and tour of the wreckage 

in compliance with relevant US law for searching war graves. 

US-South Korea begin annual military drills 

The Ulchi-Freedom Guardian is a military drill which sees the US and South Korea 

join forces in a string of exercises. The annual drill involves huge land, air and sea 

exercises, with tens of thousands of troops involved from both countries. The 

exercises, designed to improve South Korea’s defence, are carried out to recognise 

the treaty between the Republic of Korea and the United States signed in 1953. 
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They are named after a famous Korean general, Munduk Ulchi, who lived in the 

early seventh century and was a successful army leader. The drill is expected, from 

August 21 to August 31, 2017.It also involves computer-simulated war games with 

30,000 American and 50,000 South Korean troops, according to South Korea’s 

defence ministry and the US military command in Seoul. It is believed the 

exercises will involve around 17, 5000 US troops mostly involved in the 

simulation side of the drills. 

Nadda inaugurates AMRIT pharmacy stores in Shimla  

In order to provide affordable medicines to the people, Union minister J P Nadda 

inaugurated AMRIT pharmacy stores in two premier hospitals in Shimla and 

simultaneously inaugurated 15 pharmacy outlets in Assam, UP and Punjab through 

video-conferencing. Nadda, opened 12 AMRIT pharmacy outlets in Assam, two 

in Lucknow and one in Punjab from Shimla. 

SC says triple talaq practice void and unconstitutional  

In a landmark verdict, the Supreme Court by a majority of 3:2 ruled that the 

practice of divorce through triple talaq among Muslims is "void", "illegal" and 

"unconstitutional”. The apex court held that the triple talaq is against the basic 

tenets of Quran. While Chief Justice J S Khehar and Justice S Abdul Nazeer were 

in favour of putting on hold for six months the practice of triple talaq, asking the 

government to come out with a law in this regard, Justices Kurian Joseph, R F 

Nariman and U U Lalit held it as violative of the Constitution. The majority verdict 

said any practice including triple talaq which is against the tenets of Quran in 

unacceptable. The three judges also said the practice of divorce through triple talaq 

is manifestly arbitrary and violative of the Constitution and must be struck down. 
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Union Home Minister launches the Digital Police Portal under CCTNS 

project  

Various organs of Criminal Justice System including Police, Courts & Prisons, to 

be linked with CCTNS database: Shri Rajnath Singh The Union Home Minister 

Rajnath Singh has said the Ministry of Home Affairs will undertake steps to 

integrate the various organs of the Criminal Justice System such as the Police, 

Courts, Prisons, Prosecution, Forensic Laboratories, Finger Prints and Juvenile 

Homes with the Crime and Criminal Tracking Network & Systems (CCTNS) 

database. Launching the Digital Police Portal under the CCTNS project, he said 

this Interoperable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) will be a useful resource for all 

stakeholders including the policy makers.  

CCTNS stands for Crime and Criminal Tracking Networks and Systems. 

Commissioning of Second Ship of Landing Craft Utility MK-IV ‘IN LCU 

L52’(GRSE Yard 2093) at Port Blair  

Dr. Jagdish Mukhi, Lieutenant Governor, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 

commissioned IN LCU L52 into the Indian Navy at Port Blair. IN LCU L52 is the 

second Landing Craft Utility (LCU) Mk-IV class to be inducted into the Indian 

Navy. The ship has been indigenously designed and built by Garden Reach 

Shipbuilders and Engineers, Kolkata. The commissioning of L-52 is yet another 

manifestation of the potential of the country’s indigenous design and ship building 

capability. 

NITI Aayog to launch “Mentor India” Campaign  

NITI Aayog will launch the Mentor India Campaign, a strategic nation building 

initiative to engage leaders who can guide and mentor students at more than 900 

Atal Tinkering Labs, established across the country as a part of the Atal Innovation 

Mission.  
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Rajasthan Offers Tea made from Olives.  

The desert state of Rajasthan will soon give the country an alternative to green tea 

— brewed from olive leaves. The brand — named Olitia, The Olive Tea — will 

be launched “very soon” by Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje. It will be the first 

time in the country and the world that a green tea alternative will be produced out 

of olive leaves. Rajasthan started cultivating olives in 2007 in collaboration with 

Israel and now the state cultivates them on 5,000 hectares.  

Cabinet approves New Central Sector Scheme - "Pradhan Mantri Kisan 

Sampada Yojana"  

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi, has approved the renaming of the new Central Sector Scheme - 

SAMPADA (Scheme for Agro-Marine Processing and Development of Agro-

Processing Clusters) as "Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY) " for 

the period of 2016-20 coterminous with the 14th Finance Commission cycle. 

Earlier, CCEA in its meeting held in May, 2017 approved the new Central Sector 

Scheme - SAMPADA (Scheme for Agro-Marine Processing and Development of 

Agro-Processing Clusters) with same allocation and period .  

Cabinet approves setting up of a Commission to examine the Sub-

Categorization within OBCs  

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved a 

proposal for setting up of a Commission under article 340 of the Constitution to 

examine the issue of sub-categorization of the Other Backward Classes (OBCs).  

The Commission shall submit its report within 12 weeks from the date of 

appointment of the Chairperson of the Commission.  

The Commission shall be known as the Commission to examine the sub-

categorization of Other Backward Classes.  
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The Supreme Court Judgement on Right to Privacy  

The nine-judge Bench Supreme Court judgement has pronounced in the “Privacy 

Case” by upholding the Right to Privacy as one protected by Article 21 of the 

Constitution of India.  

The Government welcomes the view of the Supreme Court, which is consistent 

with all the necessary safeguards that the Government has been ensuring in its 

legislative proposals which had been approved by Parliament.  

Nandan Nilekani has been appointed as the chairman of the Infosys board. 

A little over 36 years after he co-founded Infosys Ltd with six others and exactly 

a decade after he stepped down as its chief executive officer, Nandan Nilekani has 

returned to the company after he was unanimously named by the board as its non-

executive chairman in a widely anticipated move.  The appointment, a significant 

victory for co-founder N.R. Narayana Murthy in his fight against the board of 

Infosys, will soothe the nerves of the company’s largest investors, who have been 

spooked by the events of the past week, during which Vishal Sikka stepped down 

as CEO. 

Vishal Wanchoo has been appointed as the CEO of GE South Asia. 

GE has named company veteran Vishal Wanchoo as the head of its South Asian 

operation. Wanchoo has been with GE since 1997, and held several senior 

leadership positions, will succeed Banmali Agrawala.  

Wanchoo was until now commercial growth leader for GE’s Global Growth 

Organisation. Before this, he was heading business development, growth & 

strategy for GE South Asia. Banmali Agrawala will join Tata Sons as president of 

its infrastructure, defence and aerospace business from October 1. Prior to his stint 

in GE, he was the executive director of Tata Power.  
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Tata Sons names Roopa Purushothaman as Chief Economist &Head of Policy 

Advocacy 

Roopa Purushothaman is a graduate from Yale University, and has a post-graduate 

degree from the London School of Economics. Purushothaman is a graduate from 

Yale University, and has a post-graduate degree from the London School of 

Economics. She is also the founder of Avasara Leadership Institute, a non-profit 

educational institution focusing on accelerating academic and leadership outcomes 

for high potential adolescent girls in India. “To be a part of this group, during this 

period in India’s growth story, is truly a unique opportunity. I look forward to 

getting to work and deepening our collective understanding of macro patterns and 

demographic dynamics as they play out over the coming years,” said 

Purushothaman. 

Ashwani Lohani appointed new Chairman of Railway Board 

Ashwani Lohani was appointed as the new Chairman of Railway Board after 

Ashok Mittal tendered his resignation following recent train accidents on 23rd of 

Aug 2017. Lohani who holds a degree in Mechanical Engineering, currently is the 

Chairman & Managing Director of Air India. Lohani belongs to the Indian 

Railways Service of Mechanical Engineers of the 1980 batch. Lohani, an officer 

of the railway mechanical service, had served earlier as the Divisional Regional 

Manager of Delhi. He was also ITDC chairman as well as the director of the Rail 

Museum in the capital. 

Lohani holds Limca Book of Records for four engineering degrees in mechanical, 

electrical, metallurgical and Electronics and Telecommunications streams. He 

holds the Guinness Record for successfully running the ‘Fairy Queen Express’, 

the world’s oldest working steam locomotive.  
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Shri Dharmendra Kumar appointed as DG, Railway Protection Force  

CISF ADG Dharmendra Kumar has been appointed as director general of the 

Railway Protection Force. Kumar is a 1984 batch IPS officer of Arunachal 

Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram-Union Territories (AGMUT) cadre. Before being 

appointed additional director general (ADG), Central Industrial Security Force 

(CISF), Kumar was serving as special commissioner (Special Unit) in the Delhi 

Police. 

Uber India appoints Vishpala as CPO 

Uber has roped in former American Express executive Vishpala Reddy as the chief 

people’s officer for its India & South Asia operations. Prior to joining Uber, 

Vishpala was Vice-President  & Head of HR for American Express in India. She 

has also worked with Hewitt Associates as a senior consultant. For Uber, India is 

one of its largest markets outside the US & has witnessed over 100% YoY growth.  

Ajay Vipin Nanavati is the new chairman of Syndicate Bank.  

The appointments committee of the cabinet has approved Ajay Vipin Nanavati’s 

appointment as non-official director/non-executive chairman of Syndicate Bank 

for three years.   

In 2015, the government had bifurcated the posts of chairman and managing 

director in public sector banks. While the chairman became responsible for overall 

policy directions, the managing director and chief executive officer became the 

executive head, accountable for day-to-day functioning of the bank. 

OPS sworn in as Tamil Nadu Deputy CM  

Senior AIADMK leader O Panneerselvam was sworn in as the deputy chief 

minister of Tamilnadu. He has taken an oath by Governor Vidyasagar Rao at Raj 

Bhavan. The two factions of the AIADMK merged, six months after they split 

following the death of then Chief Minister J. Jayalalithaa. 
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Paneerselvam was made the Coordinator of the merged AIADMK. Chief Minister 

K. Palaniswami will be the Joint Coordinator, the Chief Minister announced at a 

brief function at the party headquarters while announcing the merger. 

Putin has appointed Anatoly Antonova as the new Russian ambassador to US. 

Veteran diplomat Anatoly Antonov has been appointed as Russia’s new 

ambassador to the US. He has the reputation of being a tough negotiator, with a 

deep suspicion of Washington. But, he is also a seasoned pragmatist able to adapt 

to sudden shifts in relations with the West. The 62-year-old deputy foreign 

minister will need all his skills and experience if he is to help pull US-Russia ties 

out of the deep freeze. 

He replaced Sergei Kislyak, who is under the accusations that the Kremlin had 

conspired to bring Donald Trump into the White House. 

National Sports Awards – 2017  

National Sports Awards are given every year to recognize and reward excellence 

in sports. Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award is given for the spectacular and most 

outstanding performance in the field of sports by a sportsperson over a period of 

four year, Arjuna Award is given for consistency outstanding performance for four 

years, Dronacharya Award for coaches for producing medal winners at prestigious 

International sports events, Dhyan Chand Award for life time contribution to 

sports development. 

Indian –origin boy Rahul Doshi crowned ‘Child Genius’ in UK 

An Indian-origin boy, 12-year-old Rahul Doshi was crowned as the UK’s ‘Child 

Genius’ in a popular television quiz competition on 20 August 2017. Rahul Doshi 

won the Channel 4 show ‘Child Genius’ by defeating his opponent Ronan a 9 year 

old boy by 10-4 points in the programme’s finale. He believed to be having an IQ 

higher than Albert Einstein and Stephen Hawking. He has a vast knowledge of his 
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chosen subject – Edward Jenner’s medical innovation and methodology in 18th 

Century England. 

The school boy from north London clinched the title by answering a question on 

19th Century artists William Holman Hunt and John Everett Millais. Rahul has an 

IQ of 162, which is believed to be higher than the likes of Albert Einstein and 

Stephen Hawking. He qualifies to be a member of Mensa club – the largest and 

oldest high IQ society in the world. Rahul ambition is to become a financial 

adviser. 

India’s oldest cinematographer Ramananda Sengupta dies at 101 in Kolkata. 

He worked with film legends including French director Jean Renoir, Ritwik 

Ghatak, Mrinal Sen and Utpal Dutt. Sengupta had worked behind the camera in 

over 70 films, including Shilpi, Nishithe, Bindur Chhele, Personal Assistant, 

Headmaster and Teen Bhubaner Pare. He worked with legends including French 

director Jean Renoir, Ritwik Ghatak, Mrinal Sen and Utpal Dutt, among others. 

Born on May 8, 1916 in Dhaka, Sengupta completed his formal education at 

Santiniketan. He got his first break in the industry in 1938 when he joined the Film 

Corporation of India in Kolkata as an assistant cameraman. His first film as a full-

time cinematographer was the 1946 movie Purbaraag. In 1948, he worked with 

Renoir in Le Fleuve, which was released in 1951. He worked with Ritwik Ghatak 

on his debut film Nagarik and with Mrinal Sen in Raat Bhore. He was also one of 

the founding members of the Technicians’ Studio in South Kolkata’s Tollygunge. 

Veteran Political Leader Rishang Keishing is no more. 

Born to Rungdi Keishing and Mungshingla Keishing on October 25, 1918 at 

Bungpa Khunou, Ukhrul district, Rishang Keishing married Khatingla Keishing 

on April 15, 1950. The couple had two daughters and four sons. 

He was a freedom fighter. He was a Member, First Lok Sabha 1952-57; Member, 

Manipur Territorial Council, 1957-61 and 1967-71; Member, Third Lok Sabha 
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1962-67; Member, Manipur Legislative Assembly 1972-2001; Cabinet Minister, 

Government of Manipur 1974-76 and Opposition leader, Manipur Legislative 

Assembly 1976-80. 

Former minister and PDP leader Sofi Ghulam Mohiuddin passes away. 

Former Jammu and Kashmir minister and PDP leader Sofi Ghulam Mohiuddin 

died at his ancestral home in Handwara area of Kupwara district. He was 67. Sofi 

was associated with Peoples Conference headed by Abdul Gani Lone for a long 

time and was member of the supreme council of the party when it was part of 

undivided Hurriyat Conference. 

He was the minister for forests and environment. Sofi joined the PDP in 2008 but 

could not win any election after that. PDP vice president Mohammad Sartaj Madni 

expressed grief over Sofi's demise. 

New Zealand's oldest cricketer, Tom Pritchard died at 100 years of age. 

Tom Pritchard, the former fast bowler from New Zealand and Warwickshire 

stalwart during the 1940s and 1950s, has died at the age of 100. Pritchard, who 

claimed 818 wickets 23.30 across 200 first-class games - including 695 during a 

decade of service at Edgbaston - is arguably one of the finest bowlers never to 

have played Test cricket. 

After serving in the Middle East and Italy during the war, he met and married, 

Mavis, soon after peace broke out in September 1945. They were married in 

December and went on to raise two daughters in a 63-year marriage before Mavis's 

death in 2009. 

Tony de Brum, champion of Paris climate agreement, dies aged 72. 

Tony de Brum, the former Marshall Islands foreign minister who became a leading 

advocate for the landmark 'Paris Agreement', and an internationally recognised 

voice in the fight against climate change has died aged 72. 
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De Brum who was also the Pacific nation’s climate ambassador died in the capital 

Majuro surrounded by his family. After witnessing nuclear testing in the islands 

while growing up, de Brum also fought against nuclear weapons and for his 

nation’s independence. 

Retired IAS officer PVRK Prasad, media advisor to P V Narasimha Rao, 

passes away. 

Retired IAS officer P V R K Prasad, who served as information advisor to former 

Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao between 1991 and 1996, passed away early 

Monday. He was 77.  An IAS officer of Andhra Pradesh cadre, Prasad held several 

important positions in the state before moving to the Centre on deputation as an 

additional secretary to the Prime Minister.  

Prasad served as Executive Officer of Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD), 

which manages the country’s richest temple. He introduced several reforms and 

projects in the TTD functioning between 1978 and 82. He also earned a lot of 

respect as the chairman of Visakhapatnam Port Trust. 

US comedian Jerry Lewis passed away 

Multi-talented US actor and comedian Jerry Lewis has died. He was 91. Lewis 

was known for his slapstick humour and a lucrative decade-long partnership with 

Dean Martin. He starred in more than 45 films in a career spanning five decades. 

He was hailed as ‘le Roi du Crazy’ (the king of crazy) and inducted into the Legion 

of Honor, France’s highest award, in 1984. He received a similar honour in 2006. 

Netaji’s associate Colonel Amar Bahadur Singh dies at 102 

Colonel Amar Bahadur Singh, a close associate of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, 

died at his ancestral village in Bareilly following prolonged illness. He was 102. 

Singh, a widower, breathed his last at his ancestral village Sirsa. He has a son. 

Singh, had served the Azad Hind Fauj after coming in contact with Netaji Subhash 



 

 
www.mahendraguru.com 

www.mahendraguru.com 

Chandra Bose. His last rites were performed in the presence of eminent 

personalities.   

Great American solar eclipse: Studying the Sun’s corona  

A solar eclipse is set to take place, which will be visible across all of continental 

United States. It will begin at the Oregon coast (at 9.36 p.m. IST on August 21, 

2017) and end at the South Carolina coast (at a time that corresponds to 1.36 a.m. 

IST on August 22, 2017). About 16% of the U.S. will witness a total eclipse, which 

will last longest at Carbondale, Illinois, for 2 minutes and 41.6 seconds. Since this 

eclipse has the special feature of lasting for so long over the mainland, scientists 

across the world are trying to use it to verify their theories on the Sun. This can 

help them model “space weather” and predict solar storms that can affect the 

operation of satellites and even electric power grids on Earth. 

Scientists discover new therapy to prevent sepsis in new born babies    

 A team of scientists from US have discovered an inexpensive prevention 

technique (therapy) against sepsis in new born babies. The team was led by US-

based Indian doctor Dr Pinaki Panigrahi. The therapy has been found to reduce the 

risk of sepsis infection by 40% in trials and it can be inexpensive – less than one 

dollar for a course. 

India grants Pfizer patent for pneumonia vaccine  

India in August 2017 granted US pharmaceutical company Pfizer Inc. a patent for 

its pneumonia vaccine Prevnar 13. The decision was taken in spite of opposition 

from the health group Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF). The group had filed a 

“patent opposition” to prevent Pfizer from getting a patent on its pneumococcal 

conjugate vaccine (PCV 13). However, MSF has now warned that grant of the 

patent would block other manufacturers in India from supplying the vaccine to 

those who need it most. 
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Indian student develops Nano Missile for Indian Army  

Dacharla Panduranga Rohith, a student of Chennai's SRM University, was on 21 

August 2017 recognised by World Records of India for developing a nano missile. 

The basic prototype of the missile was tested in the presence of Assistant 

Commissioner of Police Ramapuram in Chennai and the video was submitted to 

World Records of India for recognition in July 2017.  

Moss serves as a cheap pollution monitor: Scientists  

According to Japanese scientists, delicate mosses found on rocks and trees in cities 

around the world can be used as low-cost bio indicator to monitor urban pollution 

and to measure the impact of atmospheric change. As a bio indicator, mosses 

respond to pollution or drought-stress by changing its shape, density or 

disappearing.  This characteristic will allow scientists to calculate atmospheric 

alterations and air pollution. 
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