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China-Pakistan Air Forces Joint Exercise 

Air forces of China & Pakistan began a joint training exercise in China & deployed their 

latest fighter jets & AWACS aircraft. China has dispatched J-11 fighters, JH-7 fighter-

bombers, KJ-200 AWACS aircraft & ground forces including surface-to-air missile & 

radar troops to join the exercise, named Shaheen VI. 

Second Indian Workers’ Resource Centre  

Indian Ambassador in UAE Navdeep Singh Suri inaugurated 2nd Indian Workers’ 

Resource Centre in UAE. It provides counseling and support to the overseas Indian 

Community on legal, personal and financial matters, free of cost. The IWRC will 

receive, register and monitor grievance petitions and provide clarification to information 

seeking queries. The first IWRC was opened in Dubai in 2010. 

ADB to provide $152 mn to Nepal 

Asian Development Bank will provide a $152 mn to Nepal for implementation & 

enhancement of its power transmission & distribution. The project, having a 4 to 5-year 

completion period, would incorporate various components such as construction of 

transmission lines, upgrading sub-stations. Aid will be granted to PTDEEP which 

supports expansion of the transmission lines in various areas of Nepal 

India, Afghanistan exchange four pacts 

India and Afghanistan exchanged four pacts in areas of health, transport, space and new 

development partnership. The agreements were exchanged after delegation level talks 

between External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Foreign Minister of Afghanistan 

Salahuddin Rabbani in New Delhi. India will also supply wheat to Afghanistan in 

coming weeks through Chahbahar port. 

Global Human Capital Index 

India has been placed at a low 103 rank, the lowest among BRICS economies, on the 

WEF’s Global Human Capital Index. Among the South Asian countries also, India was 

ranked lower than Sri Lanka and Nepal, although higher than neighboring Bangladesh 

and Pakistan. India was ranked 105th on this list last year, while Finland was on the top 

which has pushed by Norway to second place this year. 

List of MoUs/Agreements signed during the visit of Prime Minister of Japan to 

India  
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S. No. Memorandums 

A. Disaster Risk Management 

1 MOC between the Ministry of Home Affairs, of the Government of the 

Republic of India and the Cabinet Office of the Government of Japan 

C. Skills Development 

2 MoC in the field of Japanese Language Education in India between MEA and 

MOFA, Japan 

D. Connectivity 

3 India Japan Act East Forum 

E. Economic & Commercial 

4 Arrangement between India Post and Japan Post on Administrative Instruction 

for the Implementation of Cool EMS service 

F. Investment (Gujarat) 

5 India-Japan Investment Promotion Road map between DIPP and METI 

6 MOC between METI and the State of Gujarat on ‘Japan-India special 

programme for Make In India’ in Mandal Bechraj-Khoraj in Gujarat 

G. Civil Aviation 

7 Exchange of RoD on Civil Aviation Cooperation (Open Sky) 

H. Science & Technology 

8 Agreement for International joint exchange programme between 

interdisciplinary theoretical and mathematical sciences programme 

(iTHEMS), RIKEN and National Centres for Biological Sciences (Simons-

NCBS) 

9 Joint Research Contract between National Institute of Advanced Industrial 

Science & Technology (AIST), Japan and Department of Biotechnology 

(DBT) 

10 MOU Between DBT and National Institute of Advanced Science & 

Technology (AIST) 

I. Sports 
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S. No. Memorandums 

A. Disaster Risk Management 

11 MoU on International Academic and Sports Exchange between Lakshmi Bai 

National Institute of Physical Education (LNIPE)and Nippon Sports Science 

University, Japan (NSSU) 

12 MoU on International Academic and Sports Exchange between Sports 

Authority of India and Nippon Sports Science University, Japan (NSSU) 

13 LETTER OF INTENT between Lakshmi Bai National Institute of Physical 

Education (LNIPE) and University of Tsukuba, Japan 

14 LETTER OF INTENT between Sports Authority of India and University of 

Tsukuba, Japan 

J. Academics/Think Tank 

15 MoU between RIS and IDE-JETRO for promotion of Cooperation in Research 

Related Activities 

 

A.B. Pandey has been appointed as the interim chairman of the goods and services 

tax network  

The Unique Identification Authority of India’s CEO A.B. Pandey has been appointed 

as the interim chairman of the goods and services tax network. Pandey was given 

additional charge days after GSTN’s first chairman Navin Kumar completed his term 

on 29 August. GSTN is the firm providing information technology backbone and portal 

for registration and tax returns under the GST regime. 

Abhay Firodia elected as the new President of Indian Automobile Manufacturers 

(SIAM) 

Force Motors Chairman Abhay Firodia has been elected as the new President of the 

automobile industry body Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM). Firodia 

headed SIAM in 1990-91 and 1991-92 as well. Firodia joined the Force Motors board 

in 1975 and led the company as Managing Director till 2009. Force Motors is a pioneer 

in the automobile industry in India for last 60 years. 
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Harsh Mohan, Etihad Group’s chief of support services has been nominated to Jet 

Airways board  

Harsh Mohan, Etihad Group’s chief of support services has been nominated to Jet 

Airways board. He joined the airline as vice president, internal audit and risk 

management in 2011, before progressing to senior VP audit, compliance and risk 

management in 2013. So far Jet has announced just a single nomination-Mohan-to the 

board. Etihad currently owns about a quarter of Jet. 

Halimah Yacob become Singapore’s 1st female President  

Halimah Yacob, a former speaker of parliament from the Muslim Malay minority, did 

not have to face an election after authorities decided her rivals did not meet strict 

eligibility criteria. She meets the criteria set out for those in the public sector, having 

held office for at least 3 years as Speaker. She will be Singapore’s 1st female President 

& the first Malay head of state in 47 years. 

Mahendra Pratap Mall appointed as the chairman & managing director of Indian 

Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation  

Mahendra Pratap Mall has been appointed as the chairman & managing director of 

Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation. The appointments committee of the 

Union cabinet has approved his appointment to the post for a period of five years. He is 

at present director (finance) in Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation. 

M Nagaraja Sharma as the chairman and managing director of United India 

Insurance 

The Union government has appointed M Nagaraja Sharma as the chairman and 

managing director of United India Insurance. Sharma, currently the director and general 

manager of UII, is likely to assume the charge of his new post tomorrow. The post of 

chairman and MD was vacant after the retirement of Milind Kharat a few months ago. 

Manisha Singh to a key administration position in State Department  

Donald Trump has nominated Indian-American lawyer Manisha Singh to a key 

administration position in State Department, making her in charge of economic 

diplomacy. If confirmed by Senate she would replace Charles Rivkin as assistant 

secretary of state for economic affairs. She is a former deputy assistant secretary of state 

in Bureau of Economic, Energy and Business Affairs. 
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Pawan Chamling was honored at Lagau on the occasion of the One World Festival  

Sikkim Chief Minister Pawan Chamling was honored for his pioneering work in the 

field of organic farming during a ceremony at Lagau on the occasion of the One World 

Festival. Chamling was conferred the Grand Prix Award during the One World Award 

ceremony. It took Sikkim 13 years to fully implement organic farming since the idea 

was mooted way back in 2003. 

Prakash Padukone has been selected for the first life time award by Badminton 

Association of India  

The renowned Indian Badminton legend Prakash Padukone has been selected for the 

first life time award by Badminton Association of India. Padukone had won the 1980 

All England, besides bagging a bronze at the 1983 World Championship in Copenhagen. 

He also won a gold medal at the 1978 Commonwealth Games. He was bestowed with 

the Arjuna award in 1972 and the Padma Shri in 1982. 

DC South Asia Film Festival (DCSAFF) Awards 

Veteran Bollywood actor Zeenat Aman has been felicitated with lifetime achievement 

award for her immense contribution in the field of cinema at the DC South Asia Film 

Festival (DCSAFF). The 65-year-old diva was presented with the honour by the Indian 

American philanthropist Frank Islam. Islam praised the veteran actor for inspiring 

women across all ages through her performances on the silver screen. 'Lipstick Under 

My Burkha' received the best feature film award at the festival while British-Indian 

actor-director Kavi Raz was recognized with the outstanding achievement in 

international cinema award. 

 

  


