
 

 

www.mahendraguru.com 

www.mahendraguru.com 



 

 

www.mahendraguru.com 

www.mahendraguru.com 

Amazon India, Telangana Handloom department ink pact 

Amazon India has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the 

Telangana Department of Handloom and Textiles, to educate, train and enable 

weavers and artisans to directly sell their products to Amazon customers across 

the country. With over 17,000 handlooms in the state, this association will further 

help elevate popular handloom products from clusters such as are Pochampally, 

Warangal, Gadwal, Narayanpet and Siddipet which have a tremendous potential 

and demand in urban areas. Amazon India will not only provide an online 

marketplace for marketing but will also engage with weavers and artisans across 

the state to train them on making the products more attractive, appealing and 

marketable across the online domain. 

Now, an instant credit card against your savings account 

ICICI Bank introduced an instant credit card which can be availed online and 

helps a customer to start shopping even before the plastic card gets delivered. 

"The card will empower our customers to instantly get the credit card online in a 

few steps and immediately start transacting on e-commerce sites to take 

advantage of offers," the bank's executive director Anup Bagchi said. The lender 

claimed it is a first of its kind offering in the Indian banking space and said that 

selected savings account customers of ICICI Bank will be able to get the card. "A 

few lakh" pre-qualified customers will be able to instantly get the credit card 

number online, which can be used for the shopping, it said in a statement. A 

customer can get a credit card instantly with a credit limit of upto Rs four lakh 

based on pre-checked credit bureau scores. The facility can be availed only 

through the bank's internet banking platform at present. 

Three Indian firms among Forbes most innovative companies 

Three Indian firms -- Hindustan Unilever, Asian Paints and Bharti Airtel -- are 

among Forbes list of the world’s 100 most innovative companies, where 
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Salesforce.com has replaced Tesla Motors on the top position. While HUL and 

Asian Paints have moved up in their ranks to seventh and eighth respectively 

(from 31st and 18th last year), Bharti Airtel has entered the ranking at 78th 

position. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), Sun Pharma and Larsen & Toubro 

were also on the 2016 list but they failed to make the cut this year, bringing down 

the total number of Indian firms from five to three. The annual World’s Most 

Innovative Companies are the ones that investors expect to be innovative now 

and in the future. Besides, to be included in the list, firms need seven years of 

public financial data and USD 10 billion in market cap. According to Forbes, 

companies are ranked by their innovation premium -- the difference between their 

market capitalization and the net present value of cash flows from existing 

businesses. HUL recorded an innovation premium of 68.59 per cent; Asian Paints 

(68.28 per cent) and Bharti Airtel (41.4 per cent). Among others in the top 10 are 

-- Amazon.com (3rd position), Shanghai RAAS Blood Products (4th), Netflix 

(5th), Incyte (6th), Naver (9th) and Regeneron Pharmaceuticals (10th). 

UK, India University's subsidiary to receive 70 million pounds from UK for 

solar-based projects 

A coalition of 12 universities of Britain and India got a grant of 70 million pounds 

from the UK for the development of self-contained five buildings with solar-

based facilities in remote villages of India. This grant is part of the 'Sunrise' solar 

power project. Its goal is to include printed solar-powered solar-energy cell and 

the development of new processes of manufacturing, which can be used to make 

solar energy products in India. This organization of universities also includes 

Oxford and Cambridge University. They will be connected with buildings in at 

least five villages in India. With this, they will be able to generate electricity for 

their work using large amounts of solar energy. 
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Amazon launches Virtual Customer Service in India 

Amazon announced the launch of Virtual Customer Service (VCS) model, an 

initiative launched to create cost efficient employment prospects for skilled 

candidates seeking more flexible work opportunities. With the initiative, Amazon 

is reaching out to a wider talent pool to ensure a high rate of diversity while also 

roping in talent who might not be able to physically attend regular office for 

various reason. VCS has currently been launched in Hyderabad, Pune, 

Coimbatore and Noida and is hiring for entry level job opportunities along with 

opportunities for team managers and group managers in these cities.  

Citizens of 80 countries including India can now enter Qatar without visa  

The Qatari government announced that citizens belonging to 80 countries 

including India, Canada, US and UK can now enter Qatar without the need of 

applying for a visa. Citizens of 80 countries including India, UK, US, Canada, 

South Africa, Seychelles, Australia and New Zealand wishing to visit Qatar will 

no longer need to apply or pay for a visa.The visitors from the select countries 

would be issued a multi-entry waiver, completely free-of-charge, at the point of 

entry upon presentation of a valid passport having a minimum validity of six 

months and a confirmed onward or return ticket. 

India ratifies 2nd commitment period of Kyoto Protocol  

India has ratified the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol that 

commits countries to contain the emission of greenhouse gases, reaffirming its 

stand on climate action. In a brief statement, India's Permanent Mission to the UN 

said that India deposited its Instrument of Acceptance of the Doha Amendment 

to the Kyoto Protocol under the UN Convention on Climate Change. With this, 

India became the 80th country to accept the amendment relating to the second 

commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, the international emissions reduction 

treaty. India's Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador Syed Akbar 
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Uddin, who handed over India’s Instrument, tweeted "maintaining momentum on 

Climate Change. India submits instrument of acceptance of Doha Amendment to 

Kyoto Protocol". The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement linked to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which 

commits its Parties by setting internationally binding emission reduction targets. 

The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, in December 1997 and entered 

into force in February 2005. 

Amarinder releases book on Khushwant Singh 

Congress leader Amarinder Singh recalled the crucial role played by noted author 

and journalist Khushwant Singh in defusing tension in Punjab after Operation 

Blue Star.  The Punjab chief minister Amarinder Singh released a book on the 

noted author and journalist Khushwant Singh titled 'Khushwant Singh: In 

Wisdom and in Jest'. The book is co-authored by Vijay Narain Shankar and Onkar 

Singh.  

India ranks 43rd in 2017 Global Retirement Index 

India was ranked last at 43rd position in 2017 Global Retirement Index (GRI) 

published by French asset management company Natixis Global. The index ranks 

43 countries on the basis of four factors viz. the material means to live 

comfortably in retirement (Material Well-being); access to quality health services 

(Health); access to quality financial services to help preserve savings value and 

maximize income (Finances) and a clean and safe environment (Quality of Life). 

The 43 countries include members of the Organization for Economic Co-

operation and Development (OECD), International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

advanced economies and the BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India and China). 
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India-ASEAN Youth Summit in Bhopal from Aug 14-19 

Over 100 delegates from 10 ASEAN countries will participate in the India-

ASEAN Youth Summit was held in Bhopal from August 14-19. 10 ASEAN 

countries are- Brunei, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Malaysia, Indonesia, the 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. A statement from the India 

Foundation said the think tank in collaboration with the ministry of external 

affairs and the ministry of youth affairs and sports organised the first- of-its-kind 

event. The exercise marked the 25th anniversary of the ASEAN-India dialogue 

partnership in the ongoing year and also the commemorative year’s theme of 

"Shared Values, Common Destiny". 

75th anniversary of Quit India Movement 

The 75th anniversary of the Quit India Movement was observed across the 

country. This year’s theme was 'Sankalp se Siddhi- the attainment through 

resolve'. Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his recent Mann Ki Baat programme 

had called for launching the mega campaign Sankalp Se Siddhi. The campaign 

pledges to build new India by 2022. It calls on everyone to pledge together 

towards Clean India, Poverty–free India, Corruption-free India, Terrorism-free 

India, Communalism-free India, and Casteism-free India. Prime Minister Modi 

also had termed the month of August as a month of revolution as the non-

cooperation movement was launched on August 1, 1920, Quit-India movement 

on August 9, 1942 and on August 15, 1947 India became independent. 

Quit India Quit Movement: 

The movement started under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Leaders like 

Jaiprakash Narayan and Lohia had led the movement. The day of August 9 was 

chosen because in 1925 the Kakori Kand had taken place on this day. At the 

beginning of the movement Mahatma Gandhi was interned and Nehru was 
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arrested. 940 people were killed, 1630 wounded, 18 thousand detained and more 

than 60 thousand people were arrested. 

NCERT launches web portal to enable online orders for textbooks 

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) launched 

a web portal that will enable schools and individuals to place orders for their 

books online. The NCERT’s portal was launched by Minister of State for Human 

Resource Development Upendra Kushwaha in New Delhi. The portal will ensure 

better distribution of textbooks across the country. The Web Portal can be 

accessed at www.ncertbooks.ncert.gov.in. 

NASA’s Hubble detects Exoplanet with glowing water atmosphere  

NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope has discovered the strongest evidence for a 

stratosphere on an enormous planet outside our solar system, WASP-121b. The 

discovery shows that a common trait of most of the atmospheres in solar system, 

which is a warm stratosphere, can also be found in the atmospheres of exoplanets 

WASP-121b with NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope. The program has been 

awarded 800 hours to study and compare 20 different exoplanets, representing 

one of the largest time allocations for a single program in the entire 27 year 

history of Hubble. This new research is the smoking gun evidence scientists have 

been searching for when studying hot exoplanets. The stratosphere is a layer of 

atmosphere in which temperature increases with higher altitudes. The discovery 

was made by an International team of researchers led by the University of Exeter 

by observing glowing water molecules in WASP-121b’s atmosphere. 

Four Earth-sized planets found orbiting Sun-like star  

Four Earth-sized planets have been discovered orbiting the nearest Sun-like star, 

which is about 12 light years away and visible to the naked eye. Two of the 

planets are super-Earths located in the habitable zone of the star, tau Ceti, 

meaning they could support liquid surface water, said researchers at University 
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of California (UC), Santa Cruz in the US. The planets have masses as low as 1.7 

Earth mass, making them among the smallest planets ever detected around nearby 

Sun-like stars. Tau Ceti is very similar to the Sun in its size and brightness, and 

both stars host multi-planet systems. 

Jadeja pips Shakib to top spot in all-rounders list 

India's Ravindra Jadeja edged out Bangladesh’s Shakib Al Hasan to claim the 

top-rank among all-rounders apart from maintaining pole position in the bowlers 

chart in the latest ICC rankings. Jadeja currently has 438 points among the all-

rounders while Shakib has 431 points. Cheteshwar Pujara (888 points) gained a 

place to be third among batsmen while Virat Kohli (813 points) maintained his 

fifth position. Steve Smith and Joe Root are still Nos 1 and 2 in the list of batsmen.  

Kynan Chenai wins bronze at 7th Asian Shotgun Championships 

India shooter Kynan Chenai won a bronze in mens trap event, his first 

international medal at the senior level, at the 7th Asian Championship Shotgun at 

Astana, Kazakhstan. India finished in seventh place in the Team section with a 

combined score of 324. Kuwait won gold, Lebanon clinched the silver while the 

UAE settled for bronze. India have so far won two gold medals and a bronze in 

the competition. 

Tete to be brand ambassador for Jharkhand hockey 

Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar Das announced that former India women's 

hockey captain Sumrai Tete will be the brand ambassador for Jharkhand hockey. 

Tete would be given the responsibility to train state level hockey players. Tete, 

who has got the Dhyanchand award, has given her consent. 

Chenai & Shreyasi win mixed team trap bronze  

Kynan Chenai with his partner Shreyasi Singh won a bronze medal in the mixed 

team trap event at the 7th Asian Championship Shotgun in Astana, Kazakhstan. 



 

 

www.mahendraguru.com 

www.mahendraguru.com 

Chenai and Shreyasi got the better of Lebanon 40-38 in the bronze-medal match 

to win India's fourth medal of the competition. Kuwait's Abdulrahman Al Faihan 

and Sarah Al Hawal won gold in the event after beating the Korean pair of Oh 

Taekeun and Kang Geeeun 36-35. The Indian pair had earlier in the day topped 

the 16-team qualification round with a combined score of 91. 

Centre launches scheme to provide legal aid easily in Bihar 

The Centre in association with the National Legal Service Authority (NALSA) 

launched Tele-Law scheme in Bihar with an aim to provide an opportunity to the 

common man to access legal aid easily. Under the scheme, villagers can have 

access to legal consultation with the help of para legal volunteers at Common 

Service Centre (CSC) which will be equipped with computers and Internet 

facility. A person in need of legal aid can get consultation through video-

conferencing at a CSC from empanelled lawyers of district and state legal service 

authority. Rs 30 will be charged for the legal consultation, but in case of BPL 

people, this amount would be returned to their account. The Tele-Law scheme 

was launched in the presence of Supreme Court Justice Dipak Misra, who is also 

executive chairman of NALSA, Union Law and Justice and IT minister Ravi 

Shankar Prasad and Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. 

India’s first micro forest being built in Chhattisgarh 

The land of 19 acres of land which housed around 70 government office buildings 

in Chhattisgarh’s Raipur is being converted into India’s first micro forest to create 

an oxy-zone. This move is mainly to create an oxy-zone in the midst of packed 

houses in the heart of the city. Under this, they will plant trees and also creating 

their own microcosmic forest. The micro forest will provide fresh air to Raipur 

which is the 7th most polluted city in the world. It will be open to the public in 

the next 8 months. 

Venkaiah Naidu  
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BJP-led National Democratic Alliance Vice-Presidential candidate M Venkaiah 

Naidu won the Vice Presidential election on August 2017. With this election, 

Naidu will serve India as the 13th Vice President (in person) of the country and 

15th overall. With this victory, Naidu will succeed Mohammad Hamid Ansari 

whose term will come to an end on August 2017. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan and 

Hamid Ansari have twice served the country as its Vice President. Venkaiah 

Naidu, 68, won the Vice Presidential election by defeating the opposition 

candidate and former West Bengal Governor and Mahatma Gandhi's grandson 

Gopal Krishna Gandhi. In the election, Naidu received 516 votes; while Gandhi 

got 244 votes. After his sworn-in, Naidu will also be the third vice-President of 

India from Andhra Pradesh. The other two Vice Presidents from Andhra Pradesh 

were Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan and VV Giri, both of whom later became 

President. 

Rajiv Kumar 

The Union government appointed noted economist Rajiv Kumar as the new Vice- 

Chairman of NITI Aayog. Kumar would be succeeding Arvind Panagariya, who 

recently announced his resignation in order to return to the field of academics. 

Kumar, who holds a doctorate in economics from Oxford University and 

Lucknow University, is a senior fellow at the Centre for Policy Research (CPR), 

a public policy think-tank. He has also authored several books on the Indian 

economy and India’s national security. 

S Aparna 

Senior bureaucrat S Aparna, presently Principal Secretary to Gujarat Chief 

Minister Vijay Rupani, has been appointed as an Executive Director in the World 

Bank in the US. Aparna, a 1988-batch IAS officer of the Gujarat cadre, has been 

appointed to the post for three years. As the Executive Director, she will represent 

the constituency of India, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Sri Lanka in the World Bank, 
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it said. Aparna has been appointed in place of S C Garg, who has recently taken 

over as Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, in the Union Finance 

Ministry. 

Dilip Chauhan 

Indian-American Dilip Chauhan has been appointed to a senior position focusing 

on increasing outreach to the minority communities in Nassau County. Chauhan 

was named Deputy Comptroller for Minority Affairs by Nassau County 

Comptroller George Maragos. Chauhan had joined the Comptroller’s office in 

2015 as Director for Community Affairs, South and East Asia and has served as 

senior advisor to the Comptroller since early 2017. It however underlined the 

need to do more for the rights of the minority communities. 

Dipak Misra 

Justice Dipak Misra, the senior-most judge in the Supreme Court, will be the 45th 

Chief Justice of India (CJI), succeeding incumbent J S Khehar. One of the most 

eloquent judges in the apex court, Justice Misra, 63, has been a part of several 

key verdicts, such as sending Mumbai blasts convict Yakub Memon and four men 

who raped and killed a physiotherapy intern to the gallows. Justice Misra, who 

will have a tenure of over 13 months as the CJI after he takes over on August 28, 

has a sensitive assignment on hand — the vexatious title dispute in the Ram 

Mandir and the Babri Masjid case. He was appointed a Judge of the Supreme 

Court of India on October 10, 2011. 

Asia Society Game Changers Award 

Indian-origin actor Dev Patel is among nine individuals to be honoured with the 

'Asia Society Game Changers Award' by a leading educational organisation for 

making a "transformative and positive" difference for the future of Asia and the 

world. London-born Patel, who became popular with his debut film "Slumdog 

Millionaire", will be felicitated with the Asia Society 2017 Asia Game Changers 
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Award at a ceremony to be held at the United Nations, New York. He was 

recently seen in Garth Davis' "Lion", which earned him an Academy Award 

nomination for the best actor in a supporting role. Patel will next be seen in "Hotel 

Mumbai", a drama centered on the 26/11 terror attacks. 

UAE’s Community Service Medal 

Firoz Merchant, an Indian businessman in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), who 

has spent over USD 4 million to help free prisoners languishing in jails due to 

non-payment of debts, has been honoured with UAE’s prestigious Community 

Service Medal. UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior of the UAE, 

Lt General HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, honoured Indian businessman 

and philanthropist Firoz Merchant with the Community Service Medal on August 

7, 2017. The award, which is given in the form of a medal, was given to Merchant 

in recognition of his efforts to serve the community in the country and beyond. 

Edward Hugh McGrath 

Father Edward Hugh McGrath, one of the founding fathers of XLRI, has died in 

Jamshedpur. He was 94. Fr McGarth had been a director of the premier institution 

from 1959-1962 and 1981-1982 and helped to put XLRI on the map of the 

country's finest business schools.  

Betty Cuthbert 

Australian Olympic icon Betty Cuthbert, the only athlete to ever win gold in the 

100m, 200m, and 400m, has died. He was 79. Cuthbert shot to fame as a little-

known 18-year-old at the 1956 Melbourne Olympics, winning the 100m, 200m 

and 4x100m relay, earning her the nickname "Golden Girl" by local media. 

During her career, she set nine world records, four of them in 1958, and remains 

the only athlete, male or female, to win Olympic gold in the 100m, 200m and 

400m. She is the only athlete, male or female, to win Olympic gold in the 100m, 
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200m and 400m, with her trophy cabinet also including three medals from the 

Commonwealth Games.  

Sanwar Lal Jat 

Former Union Minister and MP from Ajmer Sanwar Lal Jat, died. He was 62. Jat 

was the Minister of State for Water Resources in the Narendra Modi Government. 

Glen Campbell 

Legendary music singer Glen Campbell, best known for his 1975 hit "Rhinestone 

Cowboy", has died. He was 81. The musician released more than 70 albums 

during his 50- year career, and had a series of hits in the 60s and 70s including 

"Gentle on My Mind," "Wichita Lineman," "Galveston," "Country Boy" and his 

best-selling single, "Rhinestone Cowboy." He made history in 1967 by winning 

four Grammys in the country and pop categories, and took home CMAs 

Entertainer of the Year award in 1968. Campbell was also famous for "The Glen 

Campbell Goodtime Hour," a TV variety show that ran from 1969 to 1972. 

Sitaram Panchal 

Bollywood actor Sitaram Panchal passed away. He was 54. Sitaram, who made 

his Bollywood debut in 1994 with Bandit Queen, was best known for his work in 

films like Peepli Live, Pan Singh Tomar, Jolly LLB 2, The Legend of Bhagat 

Singh and Slumdog Millionaire. 
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