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THE FUNCTION OF TENSES (PART-II) 

 The Past Indefinite Tense —   Habitual Action 

(A)  This tense is used for a past habit, indicated generally by 

 'Often, seldom, usually, normally, generally, occasionally, 

 sometimes, never, always, frequently, rarely, daily, used to, 

 would' etc.  

 For example 

 (i)  They never drank wine.  

(ii)  He always carried an umbrella.  

(iii)  I used to go to Delhi by train.   

(iv)  She would go there daily. 

(B)  This tense is also used for a single act completed in the past. 

 Definite point of time is denoted by 'Since, ever since, earlier, 

 ago, back, before, last, yesterday, the other day, (any point of 

 time in the past) etc.'  

 For example 

 (i)  I met your brother yesterday.  

(ii)  She bought a car two years ago. 

 It is wrong to say. For example 

(i)  I have met your brother yesterday.  (remove 'have') 

(ii)  She has bought a car two years ago.  (remove 'has') 
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 Present Perfect + Point of time = Simple Past 

 Point of time denotes the time when the action takes place, 

 (Present, Past, Future Tense).  

 For example 

 (i)  I come here every Sunday. (Point of time)  

(ii)  I went to Delhi yesterday. (Point of time)  

(iii)  I shall go there tomorrow. (Point of time)  

 For time expression look up Perfect Continuous Tense. 

 The Past Continuous Tense              Progressive Action 

(A)  This tense is chiefly used for past action in progress. 

 For example 

(i)  It was still raining when I reached there.  

        (Past action in progress)  

(ii)  He was busy in packing last evening.    (Past action in progress) 

 

(B)  It is also used for a definite arrangement for future in the past.  

 For example 

(i)  He was leaving that night.  

    (Definite arrangement for future in the past)  

(ii)  I asked her what she was doing next Sunday  
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    (Definite arrangement for future in the past) 

(C)  As mentioned in the case of the present continuous tense, certain 

 verbs don't admit of progressive action. Please study such verbs 

 carefully. Refer to such verbs under Present Continuous tense 

 section. 

(D)  'While, still, at that moment, then' may help the students to 

 express progressive action in the past. 

 The Past Perfect Tense —          Past Preceding 

(A)  This tense is used when out of two actions it is necessary to 

 emphasize that the preceding action was completely finished 

 before the succeeding action started.  

 For example 

(i)  I had gone to Delhi last week before my father came. (Correct)  

(ii)  I had gone to Delhi last week.  (incorrect, because preceding 

       action is not implied here) 

(B)  Sometimes preceding action is implied and is indicated by the 

 use of 

 'Ever, just, recently, already, yet, so far, till (time), by the time, 

 (by), before, after' etc.  

 For example  

(i)  I had already taken breakfast.  

(ii)  I had finished the book before he came.  
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(iii)  I had returned from college just then.  

(iv)  I finished the book after I had returned from college. 

(C)  This tense is also used as time expression with 'Since, for, how 

 long, whole, all, throughout, all along' etc.  

 For example  

(i)  She had known him for two years.  

(ii)  He had owned this plaza for five years. 

(D)  Past Perfect tense used with verbs such as 

 'Want, hope, expect, think, suppose, mean, intend' indicate that 

 the action mentioned did not take place. 

  For example 

(i)  I had wanted to help my brother.   (but could not help)  

(ii)  I had expected to pass.    (but did not pass)  

(iii)  My sister had hoped that I would send her money.  

        (unfulfilled hope) 

 (iv) Vishal had intended to set up his own business. (but could not) 

 The Future Indefinite Tense    Future Action 

(A)  This tense expresses an action that is to take place in future.  
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 For example  

 'Soon,   shortly,  in a  few moments,  tomorrow, presently  

 (soon),  next year/month/ week etc indicate future action.  

 For example 

(i)  They will come here shortly.  

(ii)  Ritu will take examination next month. 

 NOTE:- Presently means (i) soon (ii) at present. 

(B)  It should be noted that there are several ways to express future 

 action as given below. 

(a)  Future action is expressed in the present continuous tense. But it 

 is more definite action than the action expressed in the future 

 indefinite.  

 For example 

(i)  They are coming tomorrow.  (certain to come)  

(ii)  She is marrying soon.            (certain to marry) 

(b)  Future action is also expressed in the future continuous.  

 For example 

(i)  Sushant will be arriving soon.  (He will arrive)  

(ii)  I shall be going tomorrow.     (I shall go) 

(c)  Future action is also expressed in the present indefinite tense.  
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 For example  

(i)  She arrives from the U.S.A. next month.   (will arrive)  

(ii)  The Prime Minister leaves for Lucknow tomorrow. (will leave) 

NOTE:  Ordinarily, 'shall' is used with first person of pronoun ‘I’ 

  and 'we'. 'Will' is used with second and third persons. 

 Besides, (here are following uses of 'shall' and 'will') 

1.  You shall not move.    Order 

2.  They shall be rewarded.   Assurance/ promise 

3. 1 will help my brother.   Determination 

4.  You shall look after elders.   Duty 

5. 1 will go to Delhi tomorrow.  Intention 

6. 1 shall go to Delhi.    (may or may not go) 

7. 1 shall be drowned    (may be drowned) 

8. 1 will be drowned    (determined to be drowned) 

 The Future Continuous Tense          future Progressive 

(A)  This tense is used to express an action that will be in progress 

 with a point of time in future.  

 For example 

(i)  Kavisha will be waiting for me when 1 reach her home.  

(ii)  What will he be doing when you visit him? 
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(iii)  Get home at once. Your mother will be wondering where you 

 are.  

(iv) Probably, it will be raining when you reach Agra.  

(v)  Rahul will be watching movie in theatre now. 

(B)  This tense is also used to express the future indefinite tense or 

 definite future arrangement.  

 For example 

(i)  He will be going to Goa by car today.  

(ii)  She will be arriving tomorrow to meet her husband. 

(C)  As mentioned in the case of the Present Continuous tense certain 

 verbs do not admit of progressive action. Refer to such verbs 

 under Present Continuous tense section. 

 The Future Perfect Tense-    (Future Preceding) 

(A)  This tense is used when out of two actions it is necessary to 

 emphasize that the preceding action will be completely finished 

 before the succeeding action starts in future. 

 Sometimes preceding action is implied and indicated by the use 

 of 'Ever, just, already, recently, yet, so far, till (time), before, 

 (by), by the time after.'  

 For example 

(i)  She will have already prepared food when I reach home.  
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(ii)  He will have rung up his wife before he arrives.  

(iii)  I think the news will not have been published so far.  

(iv)  My assistant will have typed five letters by lunch today. 

(B)  This tense is also used to express time expression. 

 'Since, for, how long, whole, all, throughout, all long' denote 

 that action started sometime in the past and is continuing into 

 the present.  

 For example  

(i)  He will have known her for two years next month.  

(ii)  He will have suffered a lot by now since his birth. 

 Perfect Continuous: Present, Past, Future— 

       Time Expression 

(A)  Perfect continuous tense (Present, Past, Future) denotes an 

 action continuing from the past into the present. It implies the 

 duration of an action, (past to present) The time expression is 

 normally indicated by 'Since, for, how long, whole, all, 

 throughout, all along.' 

NOTE: 'For' is used for a period of time from the past to present. 

  'Since' is used for a particular point of time or some event 

  in the past to present. 

(B)  Time expression can be used with both continuous and 

 indefinite tenses as follows 
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(a)  Continuous + Time expression = Perfect continuous (Present, 

 Past, Future) 

 (Action is not yet completed)  

(b)  Indefinite + Time expression = Perfect (Present, Past, Future) 

 (Action is completed) 

NOTE: One should note the difference between point of time and 

  time expression. 

(i)  She goes to temple every Thursday.   (Point of tune) 

(ii)  She visited her uncle yesterday.    (Point of time) 

(iii)  She has completed two letters since last night.  

         (Time expression) 

(iv)  She has been suffering from fever for two days.  

         (Time expression) 

(v)  She had been playing Chess the whole day yesterday.  

         (Time expression) 
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