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MODALS – (PART  II) 
There are two classes of verbs. 

(i)  Regular verbs 

(ii)  Auxiliary verbs 

Auxiliary verbs are of two kinds. 

(a)  Primary Auxiliary  

(b)  Modal Auxiliary 

Modal Auxiliary 

A verb used to express the mood (mode) or attitude of a speaker is called 

Modal Auxiliary.  

For example 

(i)  She must attend the meeting. 

(ii)  One should regularly go for a morning walk. 

(iii)  May I use your phone please? 

(iv)  You can not park the car in front of our house. 

Most Commonly Used Modals 

May, Can, Could, Might, Shall, Should, Will, Would, Must, Ought to, 

Am/Was to, Have/Had to, Used to, Need, Dare. 

All these Modals Suggest 

(A)  Possibility 

(B)  Ability 

(C)  Permission  
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(D)  Necessity 

(E)  Promise   

(F)  Suggestion or Advice 

(G)  Request   

(H)  Intention 

(I)  Prohibition   

(I)  Compulsion 

(J)  Wish or Prayer  

(K)  Duty, Obligation 

Different Uses of Modals  

1.  Used To : Would  

 They are used 

A.  To Denote Habitual Action or the Past Routine of the Subject. 

(i)  He used to go to Delhi by car. 

(ii)  He used not to go to Delhi.  

(iii)  He did not use to go to Delhi. 

(iv)  Dina would study at noon. 

(v)  She would go out with me in the morning. 

B.  To Denote Discontinued Action 

(i)  Anshul used to play hockey.    (now he has stopped) 

(ii)  Arpita used to work in office before marriage. (not now) 

C.  'Used to' is also used as an adjective (be used to)  

 It is equal to 'accustomed to' as 
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(i)  He is used to getting up early.  

(ii)  I was used to driving through crowded streets. 

(iii)  Manoj will be used to taking dinner early. 

(iv)  We are used to scorching hot in the plains.   

2.  Ought to  

 It expresses 

(A)  Duty or Moral Obligation It is normally used for 'should & must', 

 when there is strong sense of moral duty, advice or indication of 

 correct action. 

 For example 

(i)  You ought to serve your motherland. 

(ii)  You ought not to take fatty food.  

(iii)  You ought to take food before leaving.  

(B)  Ought to + Have  

 This construction is used in relation to past action of duty that was 

 not fulfilled or an action that was neglected in the past.  

(i)  You ought to have taken care of your parents.  

(ii)  You ought to have served your country.                                             

(iii)  He ought to have been present at the wedding of his relative.  

(iv)  He ought not to have smoked in the public platform. 

3.  To be + Infinitive  

 This expression is used to 

(A)  Express plan        
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(i)  I am to make a speech tomorrow.                                                             

(ii)  She is to leave for Lucknow after marriage.  

(B)  Express Order (In the sense of 'must') 

(i) Students are to wait outside.  

(ii)  The servant is to remain in the house till we return. 

(C)  Obligation/Duty 

(i)  I am to help my ailing brother.  

(ii)  My friend was to send money to his sister. 

(D)  To be + have 

  This expression is used to express an action that could not take 

 place according to plan. 

(i)  He was to have attended marriage but fell ill. 

(ii)  Deepu was to have appeared at the examination but she gave up 

 the plan.  

4.  To have + Infinitive  

 This expression is used to express compulsion as is expressed with 

 'Must'. It also expresses obligation (In the Present, Past and 

 Future). 

(i)  I have to leave for Ajmer today.  

(ii)  I don't have to meet him now.       (need not) 

(iv)  I will have to get up early in the morning. 

(v)  I had to leave for Delhi yesterday. 

(vi)  I did not have to meet him there.                  (need not have) 
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Exercise A 

Directions: Complete the sentences with suitable alternatives.  

May & Might 

1.  It is possible Marlowe ............... plays for Shakespeare. 

 (a) may write   (b) might have written  (c) might write 

2.  All felt that Gaurav ............... a cheat. 

 (a) may be   (b) can be    (c) might be 

3. ................ I go out? asked her son. 

 (a) Should    (b) May    (c) Must 

4.  "Yes, you ...............", the she answered. 

 (a) should go   (b) may go                           (c) must go 

5.  If we request her she ..,,....,...... to college. 

 (a) must give a lift    (b) might give a lift         (c) can give a lift 

6. ............... our king live long! 

 (a) May    (b) Must                              (c) Should 

7.  Avika expects that her son ........... . 

 (a) can return   (b) may return   (c) should return 

8.  We eat so that we ........... live. 

 (a) may    (b) might                   (c) can 

9.  He went there so that he ............... borrow money. 

 (a) may    (b) can                        (c) might 

10. The son asked his mother if he ................ .  

 (a) can go out   (b) may go out              (c) might go out 
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 Should 

11. She advised that of ............... curtail expenditure. 

 (a) should    (b) shall                (c) should have 

12. You ............... him that gambling would ruin him. 

 (a) should warn   (b) should have warned       (c) must warn 

13. ................ you work hard, you will pass. 

 (a) Would    (b) Will                                 (c) Should 

14. We enjoyed the movie, you ............... there. 

 (a) should have been   (b) can be     (c) should be 

15. I told him that I ............... leave next day. 

 (a) should    (b) should have                   (c) could 

16. Make haste lest you ............... late. 

 (a) should get   (b) should not get                (c) may not got 

 Must 

17. She ............... work hard if she wants to top the merit list. 

 (a) must have   (b) must                              (c) must not 

18. She ............... alone as it was raining heavily. 

 (a) must not leave  (b) must not have left           (c) should not leave 

19. The Principal to a student: You ............... with bad girls.  

 (a) must not mix  (b) cannot mix           (c) may not mix 

20. Arti ............... alone as it is raining heavily. 

 (a) must not leave  (b) must not have left     (c)should not have left 

21. There ............... something wrong with the cooker today. 
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 (a) must be   (b) should have been   (c) must have been 

22. Shivali is gentle, her sister............... it. 

 (a) should have done  (b) must have done  (c) should do 

23. I am sure the Principal ............... in his room. 

 (a) should be   (b) can be    (c) must be 

 Ought to 

24. You ............... obey your parents. 

 (a) should   (b) ought to   (c) must 

25. You ............... stood by your sister, when she was in difficulties. 

 (a) ought to   (b) ought to have                 (c) should have 

Exercise B 

 Directions: Complete the sentences with suitable alternatives. 

 Can, Could 

1.  She told me that she ............... English fluently and was very happy. 

 (a) could speak   (b) could have spoken        (c) can speak 

2.  My friend did not help me though he ............... helped, 

 (a) could   (b) could have                     (c) should 

3. ............... you please help my son? 

 (a) Can    (b) Was able to                    (c) Could 

4.  After we had changed the punctured tyre we ............... continue our 

journey. 

 (a) can    (b) was able                        (c) were able to 

5.  Since the keys are with my brother, I ,.......,...,.. you money. 
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 (a) will not lend   (b) cannot lend                   (c) may not lend 

 To Be + Infinitive 

6.  Avikalp ............... catch the first train tonight. 

 (a) is to    (b) was to have   (c) is to have 

7.  How are you here? You ............... her marriage. 

 (a) are to attend   (b) were to attend             (c)were to have attended 

8.  Tanuja ............... the first flight so she hurried to the airport in a taxi. 

 (a) was to catch   (b) am to catch                    (c) was to have caught 

 Would, Used to, Be used to 

10. My friend ............... visit me every Sunday when I was ill. 

 (a) used to    (b) is used to                      (c) was used to 

11. He ............... go to college daily by bus in his college days. 

 (a) should    (b) would                           (c) will 

12. ................ you please help my son? 

 (a) Should    (b) Can                                (c) Would 

13. Monica told me that she ............... go to Goa next month. 

 (a) will    (b) should                            (c) would 

14. Rachit ............... getting up early in the morning. 

 (a) used to    (b) is used to                       (c) accustomed to 

 Need not 

14. ................. there while my father had forbidden me? 

 (a) Do I need go  (b) Need I go        (c) Need I have gone 

15. She ............... here last night as her friend was better then. 
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 (a) need not have stayed    

 (b) need not stay  

 (c) should not have stayed 

16. My sister............... to Delhi in such circumstances. 

 (a) need not go   (b) need not to have gone  (c) need not to go 

17. You ............... your note books from tomorrow. 

 (a) need not bring    

 (b) need not to bring      

 (c) need not have brought 

 Dare 

18. He dares ............... his rivals. 

 (a) abuse    (b) to abuse                       (c) abusing 

19. I dare not............... outside now. 

 (a) go    (b) to go                      (c) going 

20. Yesterday Anjali ............... her sister to touch her. 

 (a) dares    (b) does not                       (c) dared 
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