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ADJECTIVE 
An Adjective is a word used to qualify a Noun or Pronoun. Or, Qualifying words are known 

as Adjectives. 

E.g.:- 

 

1. She is a beautiful woman.  

2. Ajit is handsome and intelligent.  

3. He has a big house.  

4. It is a charming scenery.  

5. He is rich. 
 

In the sentences given above, The words—beautiful, handsome and intelligent, big, charming 

and rich have been used to qualify the nouns—woman, Ajit, house, scenery and the 

pronoun—'he'. So, these are Adjectives. 
 

Use of Adjectives 
There are two uses of Adjectives, 

Attributive use:- When an adjective is used before a ;»un, such use of an adjective is called 

Attributive use; as, 

 He has a red      pen.  

                         Adj.       N 

 He was an intelligent  man 

                               Adj.         N 

 

In the sentences given above. The Adjectives—red and intelligent have been used before the 

nouns—pen and man respectively. 

Such use of Adjectives is called Attributive use. 

 

Predicative use : When an adjective is not used before noun or when an adjective is used to 

qualify the noun or pronoun used as the subject in the Predicative part of the sentence. Such 

use of an adjective is called predicative use; as, 

 

1.    She was industrious. 

2.    Maneshwar Babu is intelligent. 
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In the sentences given above, The adjectives— industrious' and 'intelligent' have been used in 

the 

predicative part of the given sentence which qualifies the pronoun—'she' and the noun—

Maneshwar Babu used as e subject of the sentence. Such use of Adjectives is called 

predicative use. 

 

Note : Study the Attributive use and predicative use in the table given below:- 

 

 

Attributive use (Adj. + N) Predicative use 

Raju is an honest boy. Raju is honest. 

He was a laborious man. He was laborious. 

America has a big army America is big.  

This is a red book. This book is red. 

 

 

Kinds of Adjective 
 

1) Adjective of quality or qualitative Adjective— good, bad, red, black, tall, short, 

beautiful, ugly, long......etc. 
 

2) Adjective of quantity or quantitative Adjective — some, any, no, little, much, all, 

whole, enough, sufficient, none, most ...... etc. 
 

3) Adjective of number or Numeral Adjectives—one, two, three, ...... etc. Next, last, 

first, second, third,...... etc. Many, few, various, some, all, sufficient, no, none, most, 

whole, enough, several, ...... etc. 
 

4) Proper Adjective—Indian, American, Chinese, Japanese, Nepalese, Russian ...... etc 

5) Possessive Adjective—My, our, your, his, her, its, their. 

6) Distributive Adjective—each, every, either, neither. 

7) Demonstrative Adjective—This, that, these, those, such, the same, some, any, a 

certain, certain, any other, other, another. 

8) Interrogative Adjective—what, which, whose. 

9) Emphasizing Adjective or Emphatic Adjective—own, very. 

10) Exclamatory Adjective—what 
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Definition of the Kinds of Adjective 
 

1. Adjectives of quality :  

The Adjectives which denote / show the colour, shape, size, kind, quality (= merits-

demerits), state / condition of a person or thing are called Adjectives of quality; as 

Raman is a tall man. He is a foolish student. 

She is a beautiful girl. I write with an old pen. 

In the sentences given above, The Adjectives—tall, foolish, beautiful and old have been used 

before the nouns— man, student, girl and pen respectively—which qualifies them (= the 

nouns—man, student, girl and pen); and also show the quality—tallness, foolishness, beauty 

and oldness of the nouns—man, student, girl and pen respectively.  

 

Note : Adjective of quality answer the question : 'of what kind ?' 

 

 

2. Adjectives of quantity : The Adjectives which denote / show the quantity of a thing 

are called Adjectives of quantity. They tell us how much of a thing is meant/intended. 

A good deal of, A great deal of, A large amount of, A large quantity of, a lot of, lots of, 

plenty of, a part of, half of, ...... 

etc; as, 

 

1. Mukesh has enough money. He has lost all his wealth. 

2. She has a lot of coffee. There is a little water in the glass. 

 

In the sentences given above, The Adjectives—enough, all, a lot of and a little have been 

used before the nouns— money, wealth, coffee and water respectively which show/ denote 

their quantity. 

 

Note : Adjectives of quantity answer the question : 'How much ?'. 

 

3. Adjectives of Number : The Adjectives which show/ denote the number of persons or 

things are called Adjectives of number. They show how many or 'In what order 

persons or things are meant/taken or stand'; as, 
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1. I have three rooms. 

2. The two sisters have left for London. 

3. There are forty students in the class. 

4. Binay is the second son of Mr. Maneshwar Thakur. 

5. Many criminals were killed. 

 

In the sentences given above. The Adjectives—three, two, forty, second and many have been 

used before the nouns— rooms, sisters, students, son and criminals respectively which 

show/denote their number (= definite/Indefinite), order (= sequence). 

 

Note : Adjectives of number answer the question : 'How many?' or  'In what order ?' 

 

1. Definite Adjectives of Number or Definite Numeral Adjectives : 

The Adjectives  which  show/denote  the  definite  (= certain) number or order (= sequence) 

of persons or things are called Definite Adjectives of number; as,  

 

1. I have two brothers.  

2. Pt. Nehru was the first Prime Minister of India. 

 

In the sentences given above, The Adjectives—'two' and 'first' have been used before the 

nouns—'brothers' and 'Prime Minister' respectively which  show/denote  their definite 

number or order. 

 

(a) Cardinal Adjectives: Definite number showing/ denoting Adjectives are called Cardinal 

Adjectives,   

such as—one, two, three, four, five, six, seven......etc; as, 

 

1. He has four pens.  

2. She has two toys.  

3. Have you two sisters?  

4. Sudhir Babu has only one daughter. 

 

(b) Ordinal   Adjectives:  Definite   order   showing/ denoting Adjectives are called Ordinal 

Adjectives;  
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such as— Next, last, first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth ...... etc; 

Next, last, first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth ...... etc. 

 

1. The first chapter of this book is Syntax. 

 

2. Who will be the next Chief Minister of Bihar? 

 

2. Indefinite Number of Adjectives or Indefinite Numeral Adjectives : 

Indefinite number showing/denoting Adjectives are called Indefinite number of Adjectives;  

 

such as—many, few, most, no, none, whole, various, some, all sufficient, enough, several 

......etc; as, 

 

1. Some books are torn.  

2. Many students are laborious. 

3. I have few pens.  

4. Most boys are gentle. 

 

4. Possessive Adjectives: Ownership denoting Adjectives (such as—my, our, your, his, 

her, its, their) are called Possessive Adjectives. These are always used before nouns; 

as, 

 

1. This is your pen.  

2. That is my car. 

3. These are our chairs.        

4. These are his books. 

 

In the sentences given above. The Adjectives—your, my, our and his have been used before 

the nouns—pen, car, chairs and books respectively which denotes relationship or possession 

with them (= the nouns—pen, car, chairs and books) 

 

In other words, Relationship or Possession expressing Adjectives are called Possessive 

Adjectives. 

 

5. Distributive Adjectives: One or Each of the two or more than two persons or things 

denoting Adjectives are called Distributive Adjectives. 
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In other words, when the distribution expressing (= denoting) words—each, every, either and 

neither are used before nouns.  

These are called Distributive Adjectives. When the distribution expressing (= 

denoting/showing) words— each, either and neither are not used before nouns, These are 

called distributive pronouns; as. 

 

1. Each girl has a book.        

2. Every man is emotional.  

3. Either book is yours.        

4. Neither boy is handsome. 

 

In the sentences given above, The Adjectives—each, every, either and neither have been 

used before the nouns—girl, man, book and boy respectively which denote each or one. 

 

6. Demonstrative Adjectives: Demonstrating or pointing out persons or things denoting 

(= expressing) Adjectives are called Demonstrative Adjectives. 

 

In other words, when pointing out persons or things expressing (^denoting) words such as—

this, that, these, those, such, the same, some, any, a certain, certain any other, other and 

another are used before nouns are called demonstrative Adjectives. 

 

When   pointing   out   persons   or   things   expressing (= denoting) words such as—this, 

that, these, those ...... and another are not used before nouns are called demonstrative 

pronouns. 

 

(i) Definite Demonstrative Adjectives : Demonstrating or pointing out definite {= certain) 

persons or things expressing (= denoting) Adjectives such as—This, that, these, those, such 

and the same are called Definite demonstrative Adjectives; as. 

 

1. This book is red.  

2. This boy is honest. 

3. That pen is black.     

4. That girl is ugly. 

5. These books are red.         

6. boys are honest. 

7. Those pens are black.  

8. Those girls are ugly.  
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In the sentences given above, The demonstrative Adjectives—This, that, these are those have 

been used before the nouns—book, pen, books, pens, boy, girl, boys and girls respectively 

which point out/demonstrate the definite persons or things. 

 

 

(ii) Indefinite Demonstrative Adjectives: Demonstrating or pointing out Indefinite (= 

uncertain) persons or things expressing (= denoting) Adjectives such as—Some, any, a 

certain, certain, any other, other and another are called Indefinite demonstrative Adjective; 

These are used in particular sense; as,+ 

 

1. Some Mr. Jha is looking for you. 

(= Any/unknown Mr Jha is looking for you.) 

 

2. You met a certain woman yesterday evening. 

(= You met an unknown woman yesterday evening.) 

 

 

 

7. Interrogative Adjectives : The Adjectives which are used to ask a question are called 

Interrogative Adjectives such as—what, which and whose; These are used before 

nouns; as, 

 

1. Which pen is yours ? 

2. Whose note book is this ? 

3. What book do you want to read ? 

 

In the sentences given above, The Adjectives—which, whose and what have been used 

before the nouns—pen, notebook and book respectively to ask questions. So, these are 

Interrogative Adjectives. 

 

When the words—what, which, and whose are not used before nouns, these are called 

Interrogative pronouns. 

 

8. Emphasizing Adjectives : When the words—own and very are used before nouns to 

emphasis them (= the nouns), these are called Emphasizing Adjectives; as, 

 

1. He saw his beloved on the road with his own eyes. 

2. She killed her husband before his very eyes. 

 



 

 

       www.mahendraguru.com 

       www.mahendraguru.com 

In the sentence given above, The words—own and very have been used before the nouns—

eyes and eyes to emphasis the nouns. So, these are emphasizing Adjectives. 

 

9. Exclamatory Adjectives : When the word—'what' is used to denote (= express) sense 

of surprise. This is called exclamatory Adjective; as, 

 

1. What an ugly woman ! 

2. What a big building it is ! 

3. What a big fool! 

 

In the sentences given above, The word— 'what' has been used before the phrases—an ugly 

woman, a big building and a big fool to denote / express sense of surprise. So, this is an 

exclamatory Adjective.  
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