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SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

Indian Constitution establishes an integrated judiciary with the 

Supreme Court as the highest and final judicial tribunal of the 

Country. Judiciary has always been recognized as one of the essential 

organs of the government in any state. Traditionally, the role of 

judiciary has been to administer justice or to try and punish those 

violating the laws of the land. 

 

At the apex of the Indian Judiciary Stands the Supreme Court. It has 

been setup under the constitution to act as the custodian and the 

final interpreter of the constitution and arbitrator of disputes 

between the component units and the union and between the units 

themselves. it also act as the protector of the fundamental rights of 

individual guaranteed to them by the constitution It is  the highest 

court of appeal in all fields of law – constitutional , civil , and 

criminal. 

 ARTICLES PROVISIONS 

Article 124 Establishment and constitution of Supreme court 

Article 125 Salaries etc of judges 

Article 126 Appointment of acting Chief Justice 

Article 127 Appointment of ad hoc Judges 

Article 128 Attendance of retired Judges at sittings of the 

Supreme court 

Article 130 Seat of Supreme Court 
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Appointment of Judges (Article 124)  

Supreme Court judges are appointed by the president. The senior 

most judges of the Supreme Court is appointed as the Chief Justice of 

India. The chief justice of Supreme Court is appointed by the 

president with the consultation of such of the judges of the Supreme 

Court and High Court as he may deem necessary for the purpose. 

The President shall always consult the Chief Justice of India in 

appointing the other judges. He may consult such other Judges of the 

Supreme Court and High Court as he may deem necessary  

In a landmark judgement, the Supreme Court in the "Supreme Court 

Advocates - on -Record Association vs. Union of India" case, 1993, 

held that the Chief Justice's opinion in the appointment of the judges 

of the Supreme Court and in the appointment and transfer of the 

judges of the High Court shall enjoy primacy. 

QUALIFICATION FOR APPOINTMENT AS A JUDGE OF THE SUPREME 

COURT 

A person to be qualified for appointment as a judge of the Supreme 

Court must  

(a)  Be a citizen of India;  

(b)  Has been a judge of a High Court or two or more such courts in 

 succession for at least five years  

(c)  Has been an advocate of a high court or one or more such 

 courts in succession for at least ten years  

(d)  A distinguished jurist in the opinion of the president  
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TENURE 

 A Judge of the Supreme Court vacates his office on attaining the age 

of sixty-five years or by the resignation addressed to the President or 

by removal by the President upon a resolution passed by both 

Houses of Parliament 

REMOVAL OF A JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT 

 Supreme Court judges can be removed under the Constitution only 

on grounds of proven misbehaviour or incapacity and by an order of 

the President of India, after a notice signed by at least 100 members 

of the Lok Sabha (House of the People) or 50 members of the Rajya 

Sabha (Council of the States) is passed by a two-third majority in 

each House of the Parliament 

TERM AND SALARY 

The chief Justice and other judges hold office till 65 years of age  

 Can give resignation to President 

  Can be removed by the Parliament  

 After retirement, a judge of Supreme Court cannot plead or act 

before any authority. 

OATH 

A person appointed as a Supreme Court judge, before entering upon 

his office takes in the form prescribed an Oath or Affirmation before 

the President or some person appointed by him (Article 124(6))  

 (ARTICLE 126) APPOINTMENT OF ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE  
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When the Office of the Chief Justice of India is vacant or when the 

chief Justice, by reason of absence or otherwise, is unable to perform 

the duties of his office, the duties of the office shall be performed by 

such one of the other judges of the court as the president may 

appoint for the purpose.  

IMPORTANT ARTICLES RELATED TO POWERS OF THE SUPREME 

COURT 

ARTICLE 129 Supreme court as a court of record 

ARTICLE 131 Original jurisdiction of supreme court  

ARTICLE 132 Appellate jurisdiction of supreme court in certain 

cases 

ARTICLE 133 Appellate Jurisdiction of supreme court is 

regarded to civil matters  

ARTICLE 134 Appellate Jurisdiction of supreme court is 

regarded to criminal matters  

ARTICLE 136 Special leave to appeal by the supreme court 

ARTICLE 137 Review or Judgement or order by the supreme 

court  

ARTICLE 138 Enlargement of the jurisdiction of the supreme 

court  

ARTICLE 139  Conferment on the Supreme Court of power to 

issue writs 

ARTICLE 143 Power of President to consult Supreme Court 
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JURISDICTION AND POWER OF THE SUPREME COURT 

1. ORIGINAL JURISDICTION 

2.  WRIT JURISDICTION 

3.  APPELLATE JURISDICTION 

4.  ADVISORY JURISDICTION 

5.  REVISORY JURISDICTION  

6.  SUPREME COURT AS A COURT OF RECORD  

7.  OTHER POWERS OF SUPREME COURT 

Original Jurisdiction  

It is purely federal in character, and it has the exclusive authority to 

decide any dispute involving a question of law or fact  

(a)  The government of India and one or more state  

(b)  Between the central government and any states or states on 

 one side and one or more state on the other  

(c)  Between two or more states  

As per Article 71 all disputes regarding the election of the president 

or vice president are decided exclusively by the Supreme Court 

WRIT JURISDICTION   

For enforcement of fundamental rights, the Judiciary has been 

armed with the power to issue writs  

Article 32 confers jurisdiction on the Supreme Court to enforce the 

Fundamental Rights, under this article every individual has a right to 

move the Supreme Court directly by appropriate proceedings for the 

enforcement of his Fundamental Rights  
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APPELLATE JURISDICTION 

The Appellate Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court is three-fold  

CONSTITUTIONAL:   

  In constitutional matters, an appeal lies to the Supreme 

  Court if the high court certifies that the case involves a  

  substantial question of law as to the interpretation of the 

  constitution 

CIVIL : In civil cases, an appeal lies to the Supreme Court if a High 

  Court certifies that the value of the subject matter of the 

  dispute is not less than than 20000 or that the case is fit 

  for appeal to the Supreme Court. 

Criminal:  In criminal cases, an appeal lies to the Supreme Court if 

  the High Court: 

(i) Has on appeal reversed the order of acquittal of an accused and 

 sentenced him to death; 

(ii) Has withdrawn for trial before itself any case from any 

 subordinate court and has in such trial convicted the accused 

 and sentenced him to death;  

(iii) Certifies that the case is fit for appeal to the Supreme Court. 

Advisory Jurisdiction:  

If the President seeks the advice of Supreme Court, it is duty bound 

to give its opinion. (Its opinion isn't a binding on President) 

Revisory Jurisdiction:  
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The Supreme Court under Article 137 is empowered to review any 

judgement or order made by it with a view to removing any mistake 

of error that might have crept in the judgement or order. 

Supreme Court as court of record  

It is a court of record as its decisions are of evidentiary value & 

cannot be questioned in any court. 

Other power of Supreme Court 

The Supreme Court also enjoys the power of judicial review as it can 

ensure that the laws passed by legislature and order issued by the 

executive do not contravene any provision of the Constitution. 

The Supreme Court decides disputes regarding the election of the 

President and the Vice president. 

The Supreme Court recommends the removal of members of UPSC 

to the President. 
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