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Eco/Banking/RBI
ECONOMY

August 01 : E-commerce major Flipkart has completed 
the merger with eBay India operations.

  With this, eBay.in will now be a Flipkart 
Group company. The deal was announced 
in April when the Flipkart group raised 
USD 1.4 billion from global technology 
majors eBay, Tencent and Microsoft.

August 01 : India’s richest man Mukesh Ambani has 
elbowed past Hong Kong realty magnet 
Li Ka-shing to emerge as Asia’s second-
richest man.

  According to Bloomberg Billionaires 
Index, RIL chairman has added $12.5 
billion to his wealth this year as petroleum-
to-telecom major’s stock touched a record 
high. Alibaba’s Chairman Jack Ma is on 
top position. 

August 02 :	Airtel	 Payments	 Bank,	 India’s	 first	
payments bank has announced a strategic 
partnership with Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Limited (HPCL) for ATM 
services. 

  Airtel Payments Bank customers will 
also be able to make digital payments for 
fuel purchases across 14,000 HPCL fuel 
stations by using their mobile phones.

August 02 : The Reserve Bank of India has cut its 
benchmark interest rate by 25 basis 
points to 6 per cent, citing moderation in 
inflation	and	weakening	industrial	activity.	
The decision, taken after two days of 
deliberations by the Monetary Policy 
Committee, is likely to lower EMIs for 
home, auto and personal loans.

	 	 This	is	the	first	rate	cut	since	October	2016	
and the interest rate is now at a six-year 
low.	In	line	with	record	low	retail	inflation,	
the RBI Governor headed MPC cut policy 
repo rate by 0.25 per cent and the reverse 
repo by a similar proportion to 5.75 per 
cent.

August 02 : SEBI has set up a committee on fair 
market conduct on 2nd of August 2017. 
It will suggest measures for improving 
surveillance of the markets and strengthen 
rules for algo trades, among other norms. 

  Key Points: 

  i. The panel is headed by former law 
secretary T K Viswanathan. 

  ii. The committee will suggest short term 
and medium term measures for improved 
surveillance of the markets. SEBI forms 
committee headed by T K Viswanathan 

August 04 : India's second largest software services 
firm	Infosys	will	acquire	Brilliant	Basics,	
a London-based product design and 
customer experience (CX) company.

  Infosys has digital studios across 
Bengaluru, Pune, New York, London and 
Melbourne.

August 04 : Kalyani group and Israel's state- run Rafael 
Advanced Defence Systems commissioned 
a Rs 70 crore anti-tank guided missile 
production facility.

  The Spike missile is a fully-built ATGM 
(anti-tank guided missile) unit except for 
the explosives and the propellants.

	 	 The	24,000	sqft	facility	was	set	up	in	under	
10 months and can produce "thousands of 
missiles". 

August 08 : Amazon India has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the 
Telangana Department of Handloom 
and Textiles, to educate, train and enable 
weavers and artisans to directly sell their 
products to Amazon customers across the 
country.

August 10 : ICICI Bank introduced an instant credit 
card which can be availed online and helps 
a customer to start shopping even before 
the plastic card gets delivered.

  A customer can get a credit card instantly 
with a credit limit of upto Rs four lakh 
based on pre-checked credit bureau scores.

August 10 :  Three	Indian	firms	--	Hindustan	Unilever,	
Asian Paints and Bharti Airtel -- are 
among Forbes list of the world’s 100 most 
innovative companies, where Salesforce.
com has replaced Tesla Motors on the top 
position.

  While HUL and Asian Paints have moved 
up in their ranks to seventh and eighth 
respectively (from 31st and 18th last year), 
Bharti Airtel has entered the ranking at 
78th position.
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  Among others in the top 10 are Amazon.com 
(3rd position), Shanghai RAAS Blood Products 
(4th),	Netflix	 (5th),	 Incyte	 (6th),	Naver	 (9th)	
and Regeneron Pharmaceuticals (10th).

August 10 : A coalition of 12 universities of Britain 
and India got a grant of 70 million pounds 
from the UK for the development of self-
contained	 five	 buildings	 with	 solar-based	
facilities in remote villages of India.

  They will be connected with buildings in at 
least	five	villages	in	India.	With	this,	they	
will be able to generate electricity for their 
work using large amounts of solar energy.

August 10 : Amazon announced the launch of Virtual 
Customer Service (VCS) model, an 
initiative	 launched	 to	 create	 cost	 efficient	
employment prospects for skilled candidates 
seeking	more	flexible	work	opportunities.

  VCS has currently been launched in 
Hyderabad, Pune, Coimbatore and Noida 
and is hiring for entry level job opportunities 
along with opportunities for team managers 
and group managers in these cities. 

August 11 : Flipkart has raised an estimated USD 2.5 
billion from SoftBank Vision Fund, making 
the fund created by Japanese conglomerate 
SoftBank one of the biggest shareholders 
of India’s largest e-commerce player. 

  The investment will make the USD 100 
billion Vision Fund one of the largest 
shareholders in Flipkart. 

August 11 : In an apparent bid to take on Google-
owned YouTube, Facebook has rolled out 
'Watch' - a redesigned video platform for 
creators and publishers.

  Facebook is introducing 'Watch', a new 
platform for shows on Facebook. 'Watch' 
will be available on mobile, on desktop and 
laptop and in our TV apps.

August 14 : Adani	 Transmission	 has	 acquired	 100	
per cent share capital of Hadoti Power 
Transmission Services Ltd from Rajasthan 
Rajya Vidyut Prasaran Nigam Ltd (RVPN). 

August 14 : National Payments Corporation of India 
(NPCI) said that A P Hota has retired from 
the position of managing director. Hota 
was	 the	first	managing	director	 and	CEO	
of NPCI since August 23, 2010. 

August 15 : India’s growth momentum will get 
stronger with revival in private investment 

cycle and real GDP growth is expected to 
average at about 7.4 per cent over 2017 and 
2018, says a Deutsche Bank report.

August 17 : The	 Council	 of	 Scientific	 &	 Industrial	
Research	(CSIR)	and	Johnson	&	Johnson	
teamed up for conducting joint research on 
drug- resistant tuberculosis (TB).

  The Institute of Microbial Technology, 
under	the	Council	of	Scientific	&	Industrial	
Research, signed a memorandum of 
understanding	 (MoU)	 with	 Johnson	 &	
Johnson for the purpose.

August 17 : A Grant Agreement from the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) of the World 
Bank of USD 24.64 million for “Ecosystem 
Service Improvement Project” was signed 
by Sameer Kumar Khare, Joint Secretary 
(MI), Department of Economic Affairs 
(DEA), Ministry of Finance on behalf of 
the Government of India and Mr. Hisham 
Abdo Kahin, Acting Country Director for 
India on behalf of the World Bank. 

  The size of Project is USD 24.64 million 
which	 entirely	 will	 be	 financed	 by	 the	
World Bank out of its GEF Trust Fund. The 
project’s duration is 05 years.

August 18 : The	Defence	Acquisition	Council	 cleared	
a proposal to buy six more Boeing Co 
Apache attack helicopters for the Indian 
Army at a cost of around Rs 4,168 crore.

  The AH-64E Apache helicopters will 
come	with	associated	equipment	including	
spares, training and ammunition. The order 
follows on from India's previous purchase 
of 22 Apache and Chinook helicopters 
from Boeing in 2015.

August 18 :  Vishal Sikka has resigned as managing 
director	and	chief	executive	officer	of	 the	
company with immediate effect, Infosys 
said	in	an	official	statement.

  Sikka has now been appointed as executive 
vice-chairman, Infosys added. He had just 
completed	three	years	as	the	CEO	of	Infosys.

August 18 : State-run Bharat Sanchar Nigam (BSNL) 
unveiled its mobile wallet in partnership 
with MobiKwik to enable one-tap bill 
payment for its over 100 million subscribers. 

  The digital wallet, developed by MobiKwik 
for BSNL, is in line with the telecom 
corporation's intent to take the reach of 
digital payments to semi-urban and rural 
India, a BSNL statement said. 
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August 19 : The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will issue 
new bank notes of Rs 50 denomination.  
The new notes are being made under the 
Mahatma Gandhi series.

  They will also have the motif of 'Hampi 
with Chariot'.

	 	 The	 new	 fluorescent	 notes	 will	 be	 printed	
in blue and will bear the signature of RBI 
governor Urjit Patel. The announcement was 
made	in	a	notification	released	by	the	RBI.

  Although the new notes have been 
announced, the RBI said that the old Rs 50 
notes will continue to be legal tender.

August 19 : State-run power transmission utility Power 
Grid Crop will get a loan of USD 500 
million from the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) for its various projects.

  According to the statement, the proceeds 
of the loan are proposed to be utilised for 
funding of Green Energy Corridor (Part 
D); 800KV High Voltage Direct Current 
(HVDC) bipole link between Western 
Region (Raigarh, Chhattisgarh) and 
Southern Region (Pugalur, Tamil Nadu) 
and 320 KV HDVC link between Pugalur 
and North Trichur (Kerala).

August 19 :  With competition getting hotter in the 
affordable	 housing	finance	 sector,	 private	
lender	Axis	 Bank	 will	 waive	 12	 equated	
monthly installments (EMIs) on regular 
repayments of loans of up to Rs 30 lakh 
under the new scheme Shubh Aarambh 
Home Loans.

  Customers also have the option to transfer 
existing home loans to Axis Bank without 
additional cost, according to Rajiv Anand, 
executive director, retail banking.

August 21 : Union Bank of India has entered into 
a corporate agency agreement with 
Bajaj Allianz General Insurance and 
Cholamandalam MS General Insurance for 
distribution of their insurance products.

August 22 : The seventeenth Meeting of the Financial 
Stability and Development Council 
(FSDC) was held in New Delhi  under the 
Chairmanship of the Union Minister of 
Finance, Shri Arun Jaitley.

August 22 : The	 board	 of	 state-owned	 Oil	 and	 Natural	
Gas Corp (ONGC) has given ‘in-principle’ 
approval	to	acquire	government’s	51.11	per	
cent stake in Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd.

August 23 : NITI Aayog has launched the Mentor 
India Campaign, a strategic nation 
building initiative to engage leaders 
who can guide and mentor students at 
more	 than	 900	 Atal	 Tinkering	 Labs,	
established across the country as a part 
of	 the	 Atal	 Innovation	 Mission.	 CEO	
NITI Aayog, Shri Amitabh Kant has 
unveiled the online nationwide initiative 
in the capital on 23rdAugust.

August 23 : The Reserve Bank of India has issued 
on August 25, 2017, `200 denomination 
banknotes in the Mahatma Gandhi (New) 
Series, bearing the signature of Dr. Urjit R. 
Patel, Governor, Reserve Bank of India.

  The new denomination has Motif 
of Sanchi Stupa on the reverse, depicting 
the country’s cultural heritage. The base 
colour of the note is Bright Yellow.

August 25 : DHFL Pramerica Life Insurance Company 
signed Bancassurance Agreement with the 
Dhanlaxmi Bank for selling its insurance 
products.

  Dhanlaxmi Bank managing director 
and	 CEO	 G	 Sreeram	 said	 the	 bank	 was	
delighted to partner with DHFL 
Pramerica for bringing in best-in-class 
life insurance products for different 
customer segments.

August 25 : Commerce and Industry Minister Smt. 
Nirmala Sitharaman has constituted a Task 
Force	 on	 Artificial	 Intelligence	 (AI)	 for	
India’s Economic Transformation.

  Chairperson: Dr. V. Kamakoti

August 25 : Karnataka Agriculture Department has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with	Microsoft	 India	 to	develop	a	unique	
“farm price forecasting model” using 
latest IT tools in a bid to help farmers, 
administrators and other stakeholders 
to understand the market behaviour in 
advance.

August 27 : HDFC Bank	has	become	the	first	bank	in	
India to launch DigiPOS, a Point of Sale 
(POS) machine that offers a complete suite 
of digital payment options.

  DigiPOS	 will	 offer	 customers	 various	
digital payment options such as UPI, Bharat 
QR, SMS Pay and PayZapp, in addition to 
the facility to pay through debit / credit 
cards.
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National & State News of 
the Month

August 01 : The government has allowed trade of 
several commodities such as locally 
produced vegetables and garments at 
four border haats between India and 
Bangladesh.

  The commodities will be allowed to be 
traded in the border haats at -- Baliamari-
Kalaichar, Lauwaghar - Balat, East 
Madugram and Middle Place of Sagaria - 
Srinagar, and Tarapur - Kamalsagar.

August 01 : NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Arvind 
Panagariya resigned from his post, and will 
hand	over	 charge	of	 his	 office	on	August	
31. Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 
appointed	him	as	the	first	vice-chairman	of	
NITI Aayog on January 5, 2015. 

August 02 : The government launched a portal, 
e-RaKAM, to provide a platform to sell 
agricultural produce.

  The portal is a joint initiative by state-run-
auctioneer MSTC and Central Warehousing 
Corporation arm CRWC.

August 03 : At a point between the upcoming Mayapuri 
and South Campus metro stations, trains 
will chug along at a height of 23.6 metres - 
as high as a seven-storey building.

  The new section crosses over the existing 
alignment of the Airport Express line at 
Dhaula	Kuan,	as	well	as	a	few	flyovers.

August 03 : The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs gave ex-post facto approval for a 
MoU signed by India and other BRICS 
nations for setting up of an agriculture 
research platform. 

  The Centre will promote sustainable 
agricultural development and poverty 
alleviation through strategic cooperation in 
agriculture to provide food security in the 
BRICS member countries.

August 03 : The Indian Army has developed a mobile 
app 'Humraaz' through which serving 
soldiers can track details like postings and 
promotions. 

  Through this app, soldiers can also view 
their monthly salary slips and the Form 16 
and also download them. 

August 07 : Over	 100	 delegates	 from	 10	 ASEAN	
countries will participate in the India-
ASEAN Youth Summit was held in 
Bhopal	from	August	14-19.

  The exercise marked the 25th anniversary 
of the ASEAN-India dialogue partnership 
in the ongoing year and also the 
commemorative year’s theme of "Shared 
Values, Common Destiny".

August 09 : The 75th anniversary of the Quit India 
Movement was observed across the 
country. This year’s theme was 'Sankalp 
se Siddhi- the attainment through resolve'.

August 10 : The National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT) launched 
a web portal that will enable schools and 
individuals to place orders for their books 
online. The NCERT’s portal was launched 
by Minister of State for Human Resource 
Development Upendra Kushwaha in New 
Delhi.

August 12 : On	 the	 occasion	 of	 the	World	 Elephant	
Day, i.e. on 12 August 2017, the Union 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan has launched 
‘Gaj Yatra’. 

  Gaj Yatra is a nationwide campaign 
to protect elephants. The campaign is 
planned to cover 12 elephant range states. 

August 13 : Railways Minister Suresh Prabhu 
inaugurated Antyodaya Express and 
Humsafar Express at Bandra Terminus via 
video conferencing.

  While Antyodaya Express is a fully 
unreserved service, Humsafar Express is 
touted as an affordable luxury train by the 
Railways.

August 14 : Indian Coast Guard ship “Shaurya”, 
the	 fifth	 in	 the	 series	 of	 six	 105-metre	
offshore	 patrol	 vessels	 (OPVs),	 was	
commissioned in Goa by Union 
Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Dharmendra Pradhan.

August 15 : The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi 
has launched a new website to honour 
all the gallantry award winners since 
Independence.

  Announcing the launch of the website 
http://gallantryawards.gov.in/ in a series 
of tweets, the Prime Minister said the 
portal will preserve and tell the stories of 
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our bravest men and women, civilians as 
well as armed forces personnel.

August 17 : The Union Cabinet cleared MoU signed 
between India and Sweden on intellectual 
property right (IPR) cooperation, aimed 
at	 benefiting	 entrepreneurs,	 investors	 and	
businesses. This will enable India to 
exchange experiences in innovation and IP 
ecosystems.

August 17 : National Highways Authority of India 
launched two mobile Apps – MyFASTag 
and FASTag Partner in New Delhi, to 
facilitate the availability of FASTags for 
Electronic Toll Collection.  

  MyFASTag is a consumer App that can be 
downloaded from the App Store for both 
Android	 and	 iOS	 systems.	 A	 consumer	
can purchase or recharge FASTags on this 
App. The App also helps to keep track 
of transactions and provides for online 
grievance redressal. 

  FASTag Partner is a merchant App. 
Agencies like Common Services Centre, 
banking partners and vehicle dealers 
can sell and enroll FASTag through this 
App.

August 21 : In a landmark verdict, the Supreme 
Court by a majority of 3:2 ruled that the 
practice	 of	 divorce	 through	 triple	 talaq	
among Muslims is "void", "illegal" and 
"unconstitutional".

  While Chief Justice J S Khehar and Justice 
S Abdul Nazeer were in favour of putting 
on hold for six months the practice of triple 
talaq,	asking	 the	government	 to	come	out	
with a law in this regard, Justices Kurian 
Joseph, R F Nariman and U U Lalit held it 
as violative of the Constitution.

August 21 : Various organs of Criminal Justice System 
including	Police,	Courts	&	Prisons,	 to	be	
linked with CCTNS database: Shri Rajnath 
Singh.

  The Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
has said the Ministry of Home Affairs will 
undertake steps to integrate the various 
organs of the Criminal Justice System such 
as the Police, Courts, Prisons, Prosecution, 
Forensic Laboratories, Finger Prints 
and Juvenile Homes with the Crime and 
Criminal	 Tracking	 Network	 &	 Systems	
(CCTNS) database. 

  Launching the Digital Police Portal 
under the CCTNS project, he said this 
Interoperable Criminal Justice System 
(ICJS) will be a useful resource for 
all stakeholders including the policy 
makers.

August 21 : Dr. Jagdish Mukhi, Lieutenant Governor, 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
commissioned IN LCU L52 into the Indian 
Navy at Port Blair.

  IN LCU L52 is the second Landing Craft 
Utility (LCU) Mk-IV class to be inducted 
into the Indian Navy.

  The ship has been indigenously designed 
and built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders 
and Engineers, Kolkata.

August 22 : NITI Aayog will launch the Mentor India 
Campaign, a strategic nation building 
initiative to engage leaders who can guide 
and	mentor	students	at	more	than	900	Atal	
Tinkering Labs, established across the 
country as a part of the Atal Innovation 
Mission.

  Mentor India is aimed at maximizing the 
impact of Atal Tinkering Labs, possibly 
the biggest disruption in formal education 
globally.

August 23 : The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs, chaired by the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, has approved the 
renaming of the new Central Sector 
Scheme - SAMPADA (Scheme for Agro-
Marine Processing and Development 
of Agro-Processing Clusters) as 
"Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana 
(PMKSY) " for the period of 2016-
20 coterminous with the 14th Finance 
Commission cycle.

August 23 : The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved a 
proposal for setting up of a Commission 
under article 340 of the Constitution to 
examine the issue of sub-categorization of 
the	Other	Backward	Classes	(OBCs).

  The Commission shall submit its report 
within 12 weeks from the date of 
appointment of the Chairperson of the 
Commission.

  The Commission shall be known as 
the Commission to examine the sub-
categorization	of	Other	Backward	Classes.
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August 24 : The nine-judge Bench Supreme Court 
judgement has pronounced in the “Privacy 
Case” by upholding the Right to Privacy 
as one protected by Article 21 of the 
Constitution of India.

  The Government welcomes the view of 
the Supreme Court, which is consistent 
with all the necessary safeguards that 
the Government has been ensuring in 
its legislative proposals which had been 
approved by Parliament.

August 25 :	Energy	Efficiency	Services	Ltd.	 (EESL),	
under the Ministry of Power, Government 
of India had put out a mega tender for 
procurement of 50 lakh smart meters 
in July, which would help in reducing 
AT&C	 losses,	 power	 theft	 and	 also	 help	
in monitoring of round the clock power 
supply eventually leading to greater 
efficiency	and	24X7	power	for	all.

August 30 : Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath will inaugurate one of his 
government's most ambitious projects - a 
start-up fund for promoting micro, small 
and medium enterprises (MSMEs) within 
the state.

  The policy aims at the state-centric 'Make 
in UP' project, in alignment with the 
Centre's	flagship	'Make	in	India'	mission.

STATE
August 04 : The Maharashtra government launched a 

motorbike ambulance service to provide 
swift medical assistance to patients.

  As part of a pilot project, 10 motorbike 
ambulances were launched at Marine Drive 
in south Mumbai yesterday by Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis and Shiv 
Sena president Uddhav Thackeray.

August 06 : The Centre in association with the National 
Legal Service Authority (NALSA) 
launched Tele-Law scheme in Bihar with 
an aim to provide an opportunity to the 
common man to access legal aid easily.

  Under the scheme, villagers can have 
access to legal consultation with the help of 
para legal volunteers at Common Service 
Centre	(CSC)	which	will	be	equipped	with	
computers and Internet facility.

August 09 : The	land	of	19	acres	of	land	which	housed	
around	70	government	office	buildings	in	

Chhattisgarh’s Raipur is being converted 
into	 India’s	first	micro	 forest	 to	create	an	
oxy-zone.

  The micro forest will provide fresh air to 
Raipur which is the 7th most polluted city 
in the world.

August 11 : Bihar	Chief	Minister	Nitish	Kumar	flagged	
off mobile therapy vans which would 
provide basic medical assistance to elderly 
people, widows and other section who 
requires	social	security.

	 	 The	CM	flagged	off	mobile	 therapy	vans	
to launch "Buniyadi Sanjivani Sewa" at 
a function in presence of Deputy Chief 
Minister Sushil Kumar Modi and minister 
for Social Welfare department Manju 
Varma.

August 12 : Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar inaugurated and laid the foundation 
stones	 of	 projects	 worth	 Rs	 98	 crore	 in	
Palwal district.

  The chief minister inaugurated four 
projects to the tune of Rs 40.76 crore.

August 14 : Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis laid the foundation stone of the 
first	'Indo	UK	Institute	of	Health	Medicity'	
(IUIH) in Nagpur. 

  The IUIH programme was included as a 
commercial announcement in the joint 
statement during Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's visit to the UK in November 2015. 

August 14 : The Kerala State Literacy Mission 
Authority released a textbook to teach 
migrant labourers Malayalam, the mother 
tongue of the people of the state.

	 	 Titled	 'Hamari	 Malayalam'	 (Our	
Malayalam), the textbook will be 
launched by state Education Minister 
C Raveendranath at Perumbavoor in 
Ernakulam district, a town with largest 
migrant labour population in the state.

August 17 : Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi 
launched the Karnataka governments 
subsidised food canteens Indira Canteen 
that	would	provide	breakfast	at	Rs	five	and	
lunch and dinner at a cost of Rs 10.

  An amount of Rs 100 crore was provided 
in	the	budget	to	set	up	the	canteens	in	198	
wards of Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP).
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August 18 : With an aim to increase the logical 
reasoning of the students of Class III to X, 
Haryana government launched Quiz Bank 
of	over	10,000	questions	based	on	general	
awareness, history and culture.

	 	 Haryana	has	become	 the	first	 state	 in	 the	
country to take this initiative towards 
improving the skills of students.

August 18 : A	 first-of-its-kind	 Partition	 Museum	
bringing alive memories of the 
Independence era in the form of photos, 
artefacts and documents was inaugurated 
in this historic city - the transit point of 
the massive migration on both sides of the 
border	in	1947.

August 18 : Rajasthan government signed an 
agreement with the Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Limited (HPCL) to set up a 
joint venture company for setting up the 
Petroleum	 Refinery-cum-Petrochemical	
Complex at Barmer. The total cost of this 
project	is	Rs	43,129	crore.

  As per the agreement, HPCL will have a 74 
per cent stake while the state government 
will hold a 26 per cent stake in the new 

firm	 that	 will	 be	 called	 HPCL	Rajasthan	
Refinery	Limited	(HRRL).

August 21 : In order to provide affordable medicines 
to the people, Union minister J P Nadda 
inaugurated AMRIT pharmacy stores 
in two premier hospitals in Shimla and 
simultaneously inaugurated 15 pharmacy 
outlets in Assam, UP and Punjab through 
video-conferencing.

  Nadda, opened 12 AMRIT pharmacy 
outlets in Assam, two in Lucknow and one 
in Punjab from Shimla.

  J.P. Nadda had increased the National 
Health Mission budget for Himachal 
Pradesh to Rs 407 crore.

August 23 : The desert state of Rajasthan will soon 
give the country an alternative to green tea 
brewed from olive leaves.

	 	 The	 brand	 named	 Olitia,	 The	 Olive	 Tea	
will be launched “very soon” by Chief 
Minister Vasundhara Raje. 

	 	 It	will	be	the	first	time	in	the	country	and	
the world that a green tea alternative will 
be produced out of olive leaves.
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August 01 : The	 UN	 Office	 of	 Drugs	 and	 Crime	
(UNODC)	 and	 the	 Home	 Ministry	 have	
joined	hands	 to	combat	human	 trafficking	
originating from the neighbouring 
countries.

	 	 World	Day	 against	Trafficking	 in	Persons	
was on July 30.

August 02 : India and Russia have signed contracts 
for priority design works and supply 
of	 main	 equipment	 for	 units	 5	 and	 6	 of	
the Kudankulam nuclear power plant in 
Tamil Nadu, two months after the main 
framework agreement for these units were 
signed during Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi visit to Russia.

  "The project for construction of Units 5 
and 6 of Kudankulam NPP is passing to the 
practical implementation phase. 

August 04 : The	 Senate	 has	 unanimously	 confirmed	
three Indian-Americans to key government 
positions, including one as the Trump 
administration's czar on intellectual 
property - an area of sharp differences 
between the US and India. 

	 	 Krishna	 Urs	 was	 confirmed	 as	 the	 US	
ambassador to Peru. 

August 10 : The Qatari government announced that 
citizens belonging to 80 countries including 
India, Canada, US and UK can now enter 
Qatar without the need of applying for a visa.

  Citizens of 80 countries including India, 
UK, US, Canada, South Africa, Seychelles, 
Australia and New Zealand wishing to visit 
Qatar will no longer need to apply or pay 
for a visa.

August 10 :  India	 has	 ratified	 the	 second	 commitment	
period of the Kyoto Protocol that commits 
countries to contain the emission of 
greenhouse	gases,	reaffirming	its	stand	on	
climate action.

  The Kyoto Protocol is an international 
agreement linked to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), which commits its Parties by 
setting internationally binding emission 
reduction targets.

August 11 : Sprint legend Milkha Singh has 
been appointed as the World Health 

Organisations	 goodwill	 ambassador	
for physical activity in South-East Asia 
Region (SEAR), the global health body.

	 	 As	 WHO	 goodwill	 ambassador,	
Singh, also known as the Flying 
Sikh,	 will	 promote	 WHO	 SEAR’s	
non-communicable diseases (NCDs) 
prevention and control action plan which 
seeks	 to	 reduce	 the	 level	 of	 insufficient	
physical activity by 10 per cent and 
NCDs by 25 per cent by 2025.

August 16 : Nepal and China signed three pacts to 
further boost their ties in power and energy 
sectors and undertake a feasibility study 
to excavate natural gas and petroleum in 
the Himalayan country, including in the 
southern Terai plains.

August 17 : Italy would be hosting the summit of the 
Group of Seven Interior Ministers on 
security	issues	in	October	2017.

  Italy currently holds the rotating helm of 
the G-7 industrialised nations.

August 19 :  Five think tanks from the BRICS 
countries, including one from India, 
signed a memorandum to begin exchanges 
and conduct joint research. 

  The memorandum was signed on the 
sidelines of the seminar on BRICS 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa) governance in Fujian province 
prior to the ninth BRICS Summit to be 
held in Xiamen, China from September 3 
to 5.

August 20 : South Korea and the United States began 
their annual military exercise "Ulchi-
Freedom Guardian".

  The exercises, which last 12 days, seek 
to coordinate a response to a possible 
invasion by North Korea.

August 20 : China issued a special postal stamp to 
commemorate the ninth annual BRICS 
summit scheduled to be held early next 
month in the coastal city of Xiamen in the 
countrys southeastern Fujian province.

  The stamp issued by the state-owned 
China Post bears a logo of the summit 
as well as the letters "BRICS" and "2017 
China".

  The summit will be held from September 
3 to 5. It is the second BRICS (Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa) 

International News of 
the Month 
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summit to be held in China. The previous 
one was held in Sanya, Hainan province, 
in 2011.

August 21 : China will again run one of the world’s 
fastest bullet trains. The journey between 
Beijing and Shanghai will be made at 350 
kmph, covering 1,250 km in just 4 hours 
and 30 minutes. Currently, it takes six 
hours to travel from the Chinese capital 
to the country’s business hub. The new 
generation bullet train 'the Fuxing' will 
make the trip starting from September 21. 
It will be the worlds fastest commercially 
used bullet train. China began running its 
first	 350	 kmph	 high-speed	 train	 between	
Beijing and Tianjin in August 2008 and 
opened at least three more high-speed lines 
nationwide in the following years. But it 
reduced the speed to 250 — 300 kmph 
after a major accident in July 2011, when 
a	train	collision	left	40	dead	and	over	190	
injured.

August 21 : A team of civilian researchers led by 
Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen has 
discovered the wreckage of World War II 
warship USS Indianapolis nearly after 72 
years. It is 18000 feet (5.5 km) below the 
surface	 in	 the	 Pacific	Ocean.	 It	 has	 been	
announced on 18th of August 2017. The 
Indianapolis was destroyed returning from 
its secret mission to deliver parts for the 
atomic bomb which was later used on 
Hiroshima.	 Of	 the	 1,196	 men	 on	 board,	
just 316 were rescued – the largest loss of 
life at sea in the history of the US Navy. 
Only	of	them,	22	are	alive	today.	The	USS	
Indianapolis was destroyed on 30 July 
1945	when,	 somewhere	 in	 the	 Philippine	
sea between Guam and Leyte, it was hit by 
a torpedo from a Japanese submarine.

August 21 : The Ulchi-Freedom Guardian is a military 
drill which sees the US and South Korea 
join forces in a string of exercises. The 
annual drill involves huge land, air and 
sea exercises, with tens of thousands 
of troops involved from both countries. 
The exercises, designed to improve 
South Korea’s defence, are carried out to 
recognise the treaty between the Republic 
of Korea and the United States signed in 
1953.

August 22 : The Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) and the Health Ministry inked 
a pact with the International Vaccine 

Institute (IVI), South Korea to collaborate 
on vaccine research and development.  
The Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) was signed between Dr Soumya 
Swaminathan, Director General of ICMR 
and Secretary, Department of Health 
Research, Manoj Jhalani, Additional 
Secretary, Ministry of Health and Dr 
Jerome H Kim, Director General of IVI.

August 23 : The list is topped by Hollywood star 
Mark Wahlberg with earnings of $68 mn. 
Wahlberg replaced last year’s top-ranked 
star, Dwayne Johnson who comes in at the 
2nd spot with $65 mn earnings while Vin 
Diesel with $54.5 mn got the 3rd spot.

August 23 :  Microsoft announces 'Project Brainwave' 
to compete with Google's AI hardware 
Lead. Microsoft has announced its Project 
Brainwave deep learning acceleration 
platform	for	real-time	artificial	intelligence.	
The ‘Project Brainwave’ uses the 
massive	 field-programmable	 gate	 array	
infrastructure that Microsoft has been 
deploying over the past few years. It can 
handle complex, memory-intensive models 
such as Long Short Term Memories, 
without using batching to juice throughput.

August 23 : The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India 
has inked an agreement with the Malaysian 
Communications and Multimedia 
Commission (MCMC) to deepen bilateral 
cooperation in telecom and broadcasting 
regulation. Both telecom regulators, signed 
a letter of intent (LoI), under which they 
will exchange information and regulatory 
best practices.

August 24 : The	9th	meeting	of	Heads	of	Governments	
of	 SCO	 dealing	 with	 the	 prevention	 and	
elimination of emergency situation, made 
by the Union Home Minister Shri Rajnath 
Singh at Cholpon- Ata in Kyrgyz Republic 
on 24th August 2017.

August 24 : Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and actress Priyanka Chopra have found 
a	spot	in	the	LinkedIn	Power	Profiles	List	
of 2017. Professional networking giant 
LinkedIn announced its fourth edition of 
Power	Profiles,	 a	 list	 of	 the	most	viewed	
LinkedIn	profiles	of	professionals	in	India.	
Through the list, the network recognizes 50 
such professionals, who have successfully 
invested in building their professional 
brand on the platform.
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August 25 : Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba’s 
Founder Jack Ma has become Asia’s richest 
person with net worth of $38.3 billion. 
Jack Ma is currently ranked as the world’s 
18th richest man. Alibaba reported a total 
revenue	 growth	 of	 56%	 for	 the	 quarter	
ended June 2017, driven by the growth in 
online sales.

August 26 : The State Administration of Work Safety 
announced	 a	 five-year	 plan	 that	 China	
will shut 6,000 non-coal mines to reduce 
mining accidents and deaths by 2020. 
Under the plan, China will improve safety 
legislation and intensify mine inspections.

August 26 : According to Canadian Government, 
Canadians who do not identify as male or 
female will be able to mark “X” on their 
passports, instead of “M” or “F” from 
31st August 2017. This is an important 
step	 towards	 advancing	 equality	 for	 all	
Canadians regardless of gender identity. 
Immigration Minister Ahmed Hussein 
mentioned that the Canadian government 
was	working	to	implement	an	unspecified	
gender designation for Canadian 
passports and other documents issued by 
Immigration.

August 27 : The	US	has	 imposed	 a	 “strong”	financial	
sanctions on the dictatorship in Venezuela, 
prohibiting banks from any new deals 
with its government. US President Donald 
Trump has signed an executive order 
imposing	“strong,	new	financial	sanctions”	
on Venezuela.

August 27 : President Donald Trump has formally 
signed a presidential memo directing the 
Pentagon to ban transgender people from 
joining the US military announced on 25th 
Aug	 2017.	 The	 Obama	 administration	
in June 2016 had changed longstanding 
policy, declaring that troops could serve 
openly as transgender individuals and 
set a July 2017 deadline for determining 
whether transgender people could be 
allowed to enter the military.

August 28 : Seven members of the US President 
Donald Trump's Cyber   Security Advisory 
Committee resigned. The members 
resigned, stating that the American 
President did not have enough attention on 
cyber threats. According to the report, seven 
members of the National Infrastructure 
Advisory Council, collectively resigned, 

stating that the Trump Administration is 
monitoring the Moral Infrastructure less.

August 28 : The purchase was part of a larger deal to 
buy a total of 50 F-35 planes.  The deal 
was signed in the US, following a cabinet 
decision from November 2016, which 
approved	 the	purchase.	The	acquisition	 is	
part	 of	 Israel's	 plan	 to	 replace	 its	 fleet	 of	
F-16	fighter	jets	with	50	new	F-35,	citing	
a	 need	 to	 ensure	 its	 military's	 qualitative	
edge in the region.  Currently, the Air Force 
has	five	F-35s,	 all	 are	 amidst	 "absorption	
process" and are expected to become 
operational by the end of 2017.

August 28 : Guatemala faced a fresh political crisis as 
President Jimmy Morales tried to expel a 
UN	official	investigating	him	for	suspected	
corruption but was overruled by the courts. 
It sparked international criticism, from 
the United States and several European 
countries.

August 28 : There may be an end in sight to the Doklam 
standoff as indicated by the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) as it announced 
that both Indian and Chinese troops are 
slowly being pulled out from the site.

August 29 : India and Germany on Monday signed an 
agreement on technical cooperation under 
the Indo-German Energy Programme – 
Green Energy Corridors (IGEN-GEC).

August 29 : India's innovation growth rate would see 
a	 significant	 rise	 and	 could	 surpass	 that	
of China in the next decade, according to 
a	BRICS	report.	China	ranks	first	in	terms	
of national comprehensive innovation 
competitiveness in 2016, followed by 
Russia, South Africa, Brazil and India, 
according to the BRICS Innovative 
Competitiveness Report 2017 released by 
China Science and Technology Exchange 
Centre.

August 30 : Hurricane Harvey is an active tropical 
cyclone that is causing unprecedented 
and	 catastrophic	 flooding	 in	 southeastern	
Texas.	It	is	the	first	major	hurricane	to	make	
landfall in the United States of America 
since Wilma in 2005. It ends the record 
of 12 year period without ay hurricanes of 
Category-3 intensity or higher.

August 30 : Iran has dismissed a U.S. demand for 
United Nations nuclear inspectors to visit 
its military bases as “merely a dream”.
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August 01 : Moeen Ali became the thirteenth 
Englishman to take a hat-trick in a Test 
match as he took the last three wickets 
of the South African innings to guide the 
hosts	to	a	massive	239-run	win	in	the	third	
Test	at	the	Kensington	Oval.

August 01 : Los Angeles formally announced its bid for 
the	2028	Summer	Olympics	after	agreeing	
on	 a	 deal	 with	 the	 Olympic	 organizers.	
This	 deal	with	Olympic	 organizers	 paves	
the way for Paris to host the Summer 
Olympics	in	2024.

	 	 The	2020	Summer	Olympics	will	be	hosted	
by Tokyo, Japan.

August 02 : India began their campaign in the Junior 
World Wrestling championships on a 
positive note as Veer Dev Gulia bagged a 
bronze medal on the opening day of the 
competition in Tampere, Finland. 

August 03 : Paralympic gold-medallist Devendra 
Jhajharia	 became	 the	 first	 paralympian	 to	
be recommended for the country's highest 
sporting honour -- the Rajiv Gandhi Khel 
Ratna award -- along with former hockey 
captain Sardar Singh. 

August 04 : Cheteshwar Pujara continued with his rich 
vein of form as he celebrated his 50th Test 
appearance in style at Colombo. Pujara 
joined an elite list of cricketers in becoming 
one	of	the	quickest	to	reach	4000	Test	runs.

August 04 : India's Manju Kumari clinched the bronze 
medal	 in	 women's	 59kg	 category	 of	 the	
Junior World Wrestling Championship in 
Tampere, Finland.

August 08 : India's Ravindra Jadeja edged out 
Bangladesh's Shakib Al Hasan to claim the 
top-rank among all-rounders apart from 
maintaining pole position in the bowlers 
chart in the latest ICC rankings. 

  Steve Smith and Joe Root are still Nos 1 
and 2 in the list of batsmen. 

August 09 : Indian shooter Kynan Chenai won a bronze in 
men's	trap	event,	his	first	international	medal	at	
the senior level, at the 7th Asian Championship 
Shotgun at Astana, Kazakhstan. 

August 09 :  Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar Das 
announced that former India women's 

hockey captain Sumrai Tete will be the 
brand ambassador for Jharkhand hockey. 

August 10 : Kynan Chenai with his partner Shreyasi 
Singh won a bronze medal in the mixed team 
trap event at the 7th Asian Championship 
Shotgun in Astana, Kazakhstan.

  Kuwait's Abdulrahman Al Faihan and 
Sarah Al Hawal won gold in the event after 
beating	the	Korean	pair	of	Oh	Taekeun	and	
Kang Geeeun 36-35.

August 11 : India	dropped	one	rank	to	be	placed	97th	
in the latest edition of the FIFA Rankings.

  Meanwhile, Brazil have gained the top spot 
from Germany while Argentina, Switzerland 
and	Poland	complete	the	top	five.

August 11 :  Davinder	 Singh	 Kang	 became	 the	 first	
Indian	to	qualify	for	the	final	round	of	the	
javelin throw World Championships.

	 	 No	Indian	has	ever	qualified	in	the	men's	
javelin	 throw	 final	 round	 in	 any	 world	
championship.

August 12 : Indian shooter Maheshwari Chauhan 
secured a bronze medal at the Asian 
Shotgun Championship in women's skeet.

August 12 : The Asian Cricket Council decided to 
shift	the	U-19	Asia	Cup	tournament	from	
Bengaluru to the Malaysian capital Kuala 
Lumpur after the Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) refused to send its team to India. 

August 14 : All-rounder Hardik Pandya entered the 
record books by smashing 26 runs in one 
over	against	Sri	Lanka	in	the	third	and	final	
Test at the Pallekele International Cricket 
Stadium, Kandy. Pandya slammed spinner 
Malinda Pushpakumara for two fours and 
three sixes in one over to score most runs 
in an over by an Indian batsman in Tests.

August 14 : Germany's Alexander Zverev defeated 
Roger Federer to win the Rogers Cup 
tennis tournament title.

  With the win, Zverev became just the 
third	man	to	beat	the	19-time	Grand	Slam	
champion	this	year.	This	was	the	his	fifth	
title of the year.

August 17 : Young Indian shuttler Lakshya Sen 
clinched	 the	 Bulgaria	 Open	 International	
Series title after notching up a hard-fought 
win over Croatia's Zvonimir Durkinjak in 
the	men's	singles	final	in	Sofia,	Bulgaria.

Sports News of the 
Month
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  World Junior No 1 was recently sent to 
train under former All England champion 
Peter Gade, who is currently the head 
coach of French national team.

August 20 : Teenager Shapath Bharadwaj won a 
bronze medal in the double trap event 
while Lakshay Sheoran and Manisha Keer 
combined to win a bronze in the mixed 
team trap competition at the ISSF Junior 
Shotgun World Cup in Porpetto, Italy. 

  Italy have so far dominated the competition 
winning three gold medals, including the 
mixed trap test event gold as well as three 
silver and one bronze medal.

August 21 : Ramkumar Ramanathan has become India's 
number one single player in the ATP rankings 
due to his good performances at the Cincinnati 
Open	but	Sania	Mirza	and	Leander	Paes	have	
drifted down in WTA doubles rankings.

  Meanwhile, in the WTA doubles ranking, 
Sania slipped by one place to the eighth 
position. This Indian player was on seventh 
place from June 12 this year. Sania now 
has 5180 points.

August 22 : India's rising table tennis talent Mudit Dani 
underlined his progress on the ITTF World 
Junior Circuit, sweeping three medals 
including a gold in the 2017 El Salvador 
Junior	and	Cadet	Open.	

August 22 : Ten-year-old golfer, Aryaman Singh won 
the	first	five	events	of	the	Indian	Golf	Union-
West Zone, this year, thereby breaking 
his own zonal and national records. Singh 
remains undefeated at the zonal level for 
four years, winning every tournament he 
has played.

August 23 : Former England captain Wayne Rooney 
announced his retirement from international 
football, ending a 14-year career.

  With this, Rooney also leaves as England's 
most-capped	 outfield	 player	 with	 119	
appearances.

August 24 : West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee launched the host city Logo of 
Kolkata,	 the	 venue	 for	 the	 final	 of	 FIFA	
U-17 World Cup 2017.

  The logo, a representation of the states 
heritage	 and	 the	 official	 emblem	 for	 the	
tournament will form an essential link 
in the promotions and communications 
regarding the host city. 

August 24 : Sanjivani Jadhav, one of the rising stars of 
Indian athletics, clinched the silver medal 
in	 the	women's	10,000	metres	at	 the	29th	
World University Games.

  This is, solely from the medals point of 
view, an improvement for the 20-year-
old from Nashik, who had won a bronze 
in the 5000 metres at the Asian Athletics 
Championships in Bhubaneswar in July. 

August 25 : The 2018 ITTF Team World Cup will be 
held in London from February 22 to 25 
next year, the world table tennis governing 
body announced.

  The International Table Tennis Federation 
(ITTF) awarded the hosting rights for the 
event, its second most prestigious team 
tournament after the World Championships.

August 25 : The Sports Ministry has granted recognition 
to the All India Tennis Association (AITA) 
almost a year after the tennis body's renewal 
as a National Sports Federation (NSF) was 
put on hold due to non-compliance with 
the contentious Sports Code.

August 27 : PV Sindhu settled for silver as she went 
down	to	Japan's	Nozomi	Okuhara	in	an	hour	
and	50	minutes	in	the	women's	singles	final	
of the World Championships in Glasgow 
and she also missed out on becoming the 
country's	first	world	champion	in	this	game.

August 28 : Ministry of Youth Affairs and sports has 
launched Sports Talent Search Portal to 
spot the best talent from among the young 
population of the country. The portal was 
launched by the Vice President of India M. 
Venkaiah Naidu at a function at the Indira 
Gandhi Stadium in New Delhi. Minister of 
State (I/C) for Youth Affairs and Sports Shri 
Vijay Goel, Secretary Sports Injeti Srinivas, 
Khel Ratna and Arjuna awardees sports 
persons and thousands of school children 
were present on the occasion to witness the 
path	breaking	initiative	in	the	field	of	sports.

August 29 : Drug pricing regulator NPPA and National 
Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) have 
launched an app 'Pharma Jan Samadhan' 
to help athletes understand medicines that 
could contain prohibited substances in 
sports.

August 31 : Former Indian skipper Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni became the sixth Indian to play 300 
ODIs.	With	 this	 he	 also	 became	 the	 20th	
player in the world to play	300	ODIs.
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Science News of the Month

August 02 : Two satellites including one dedicated to 
monitoring the effects of climate change 
on vegetation were successfully launched 
into orbit, Launch Company Arianespace 
said. 

  They were launched from Korou, in French 
Guiana.

  The Vegetation and Environment 
monitoring on a New Micro Satellite -- or 
Venus is a joint effort between France's 
National Centre for Space Studies (CNES) 
and Israel's space agency. 

August 04 : The	first	Israeli	satellite	for	environmental	
research was launched from the European 
spaceport in Kourou, French Guiana. 

  The satellite is a joint effort by the Israel 
Space Agency, under the aegis of the 
Science and Technology Ministry, and the 
French Space Agency (CNES) and was built 
in Israel by Israel Aerospace Industries.

August 08 : NASA’s Hubble Space Telescope has 
discovered the strongest evidence for a 
stratosphere on an enormous planet outside 
our solar system, WASP-121b. 

  This new research is the smoking gun 
evidence scientists have been searching for 
when studying hot exoplanets.

August 10 : Four Earth-sized planets have been 
discovered orbiting the nearest Sun-like 
star, which is about 12 light years away and 
visible to the naked eye.

  Two of the planets are super-Earths located 
in the habitable zone of the star, tau Ceti, 
meaning	they	could	support	liquid	surface	
water, said researchers at University of 
California (UC), Santa Cruz in the US.

August 15 : Scientists from US have developed the 
world’s	first	plant-based	Zika	vaccine	that	

may be more effective, safer and cheaper 
than	other	vaccines	against	the	mosquito-
borne Zika virus.

  The vaccine was developed using 
proteins derived from Tobacco plant. 
Currently, there are no licensed vaccines 
or therapeutics available to combat Zika.

August 15 : The largest volcanic region on Earth, with 
nearly 100 volcanoes, has been discovered 
two km below the surface of the vast ice 
sheet in West Antarctica. Researchers 
from the University of Edinburgh in 
Britain	 found	a	staggering	91	previously	
unknown volcanoes, adding to the 47 
others.

August 21 : A solar eclipse is set to take place, which 
will be visible across all of continental 
United States. The Corona is the Sun's 
outer atmosphere. It is visible during 
total eclipses of the Sun as a pearly white 
crown surrounding the Sun. The corona 
displays a variety of features including 
streamers, plumes, and loops.

August 22 : A team of scientists from US have 
discovered an inexpensive prevention 
technique	(therapy)	against	sepsis	in	new	
born babies. The team was led by US-
based Indian doctor Pinaki Panigrahi.The 
therapy has been found to reduce the risk 
of sepsis infection by 40% in trials and it 
can be inexpensive – less than one dollar 
for a course.

August 23 :  India in August 2017 granted US 
pharmaceutical	 company	 Pfizer	 Inc.	 a	
patent for its pneumonia vaccine Prevnar 
13. Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine is 
used for the prevention of pneumococcal 
pneumonia and invasive diseases caused 
by 13 Streptococcis pneumoniae strains.

August 25 : According to Japanese scientists, delicate 
mosses found on rocks and trees in cities 
around the world can be used as low-cost 
bioindicator to monitor urban pollution and to 
measure the impact of atmospheric change.
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Miscellaneous News
of the Month

August 07 : The Punjab chief minister Amarinder 
Singh released a book on the noted author 
and journalist Khushwant Singh titled 
'Khushwant Singh: In Wisdom and in Jest'. 

  The book is co-authored by Vijay Narain 
Shankar	and	Onkar	Singh.	

August 11 : Madhubala's	 wax	 figure	 inspired	 by	 her	
legendary character 'Anarkali' from the 
film	 'Mughal-e-Azam'	 was	 unveiled	 by	
Madame Tussauds, Delhi. Madhur Brij, 
sister of the late Bollywood actress, was 
present to be part of the launch. 

August 12 : Filmmaker Karan Johar, actors Sushant 
Singh Rajput, Konkana Sen Sharma and 
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan emerged as big 
winners at the Indian Film Festival of 
Melbourne (IFFM) awards.

  Johar was honoured with the leadership 
in cinema award. Sushant was named best 
actor for his role in "M S Dhoni: The Untold 
Story", while the best actress honour 
went to "Lipstick Under My Burkha" star 
Konkona.

August 16 : Australia's Melbourne is the most 
luxurious city in the world, while Karachi 
and Dhaka are among the worst cities in 
this regard.

  This is revealed in the Global Liability 
Report of The Economist Intelligence 
Unit. According to the report, among the 
most luxurious cities living in Melbourne, 
Austria's capital city Vienna was second 
and Canada's Vancouver ranked third.

August 17 : La La Land--the city and its celluloid 
namesake--has been very kind to Emma 
Stone. At just 28 years old, the Hollywood 
star is this year's highest-paid actress, 
banking $26 million pretax in our 12 
month scoring period.

  She bests Jennifer Aniston (No. 2; $25.5 
million) who continues to bank millions 
more than a decade after Friends' 
conclusion.

August 18 : India has surpassed China in the global 
Retail Development Index in 2017, 
indicating growing prominence of the 
country as a preferred retail destination 
for global brands, says a report by real 
estate	 consulting	 firm	 CBRE	 South	
Asia.

August 20 : A 12-year-old Indian-origin boy, Rahul 
Doshi has been crowned as the UK's 
'Child	Genius'	in	a	popular	television	quiz	
competition.

	 	 In	 the	 final,	 Rahul	 impressed	 with	
knowledge of his chosen subject - 
Edward Jenner’s medical innovation and 
methodology in 18th Century England.

August 23 : Dacharla Panduranga Rohith, a student 
of Chennai's SRM University, was on 
21 August 2017 recognised by World 
Records of India for developing a nano 
missile.	This	1	cm	nano	missile	can	fly	by	
burning the red phosphorus, and hit the 
target of three metres distance.

August 23 : Indian superstars Shahrukh Khan, Salman 
Khan and Akshay Kumar are among the 
top 10 highest paid actors in the world in 
a list compiled by Forbes that has been 
topped by "Transformers" actor Mark 
Wahlberg.Shahrukh is at the eighth spot 
on the list with earnings of 38 million 
dollars, followed by Salman on the ninth 
position with 37 million dollars.

August 23 : Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan 
has penned a book titled ‘I Do What I 
Do:	On	Reform,	Rhetoric	 and	Resolve’.
Raghuram Rajan explains economic 
concepts and talks of issues like tolerance 
and connection between political freedom 
and prosperity in his new book, which is 
a collection of essays and speeches during 
his stint as RBI head.
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Ravneet Kaur :

  State-run India Tourism Development 
Corporation (ITDC) has appointed 
Ravneet Kaur as the Chairperson and 
Managing Director.

	 	 Kaur	 is	 the	first	woman	 to	 be	 appointed	
as full time Chairperson and Managing 
Director of ITDC.

  Kaur has taken over from Umang Narula.

Manoj Pant : JNU Professor Manoj Pant has been 
appointed as the Director of Indian 
Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT).

  The Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet has approved his appointment to 
the post on deputation basis for a period 
of	five	years	or	till	he	attains	the	age	of	70	
years.

Ambuj Sharma :

  Senior bureaucrat Ambuj Sharma has been 
appointed Secretary-General, National 
Human Rights Commission (NHRC). 

	 	 Sharma	 is	 a	 1983	 batch	 IAS	 officer	 of	
Tamil Nadu cadre. 

N N Sinha :  The additional chief secretary of Rural 
Development department of Jharkhand, 
N N Sinha, will be the new managing 
director National Highway Infrastructure 
Development Corporation Limited 
(NHIDCL).

  Sinha will be the second MD of the 
NHIDCL.	 The	 first	 MD	 was	 Anand	
Kumar,	an	IAS	officer	of	Kerala	cadre.

Dhirendra Swarup :

  Market regulator Sebi has approved 
the appointment of Dhirendra Swarup 
as the new chairman of Bombay Stock 
Exchange (BSE).

  Swarup, who was a public interest director 
at the BSE, replaces incumbent Sudhakar 
Rao.     

Shahid Khaqan Abbasi :

	 	 Shahid	Khaqan	Abbasi	 has	 been	 elected	
as the 18th Prime Minister of Pakistan by 
country's National Assembly.

Sanjaya Baru :

  Sanjaya Baru, who was media advisor to 
former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, 
has been named new secretary general 
of the Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (Ficci).

  He will replace A Didar Singh.

Christopher Wray :

  Christopher Wray sworn in by US 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions as the 
new FBI director.

  A former US Assistant Attorney for the 
Criminal Division, Wray replaces James 
Comey. 

Devendra Chawla :

  Walmart India, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of US-based Walmart Stores 
Inc, has appointed Devendra Chawla 
as Executive Vice President (EVP) and 
Chief	Operating	Officer.

  Chawla had last month resigned from 
Future Consumer, a part of Kishore 
Biyani-led Future Group, where he was 
the	CEO.

Mohammad Mustafa :

  Senior bureaucrat Mohammad Mustafa 
has been appointed as Chairman and 
Manging Director in Small Industries 
Development Bank of India (SIDBI).

  The Appointments Committee of the 
cabinet has approved his appointment to 
the post for three years.

Venkaiah Naidu :

  BJP-led National Democratic Alliance 
Vice-Presidential candidate M Venkaiah 
Naidu won the Vice Presidential election 
on 5 August 2017. With this election, 
Naidu will serve India as the 13th Vice 
President (in person) of the country and 
15th overall.

Rajiv Kumar :

  The Union government appointed noted 
economist Rajiv Kumar as the new Vice- 
Chairman of NITI Aayog. Kumar would 
be succeeding Arvind Panagariya, who 
recently announced his resignation in 
order	to	return	to	the	field	of	academics.

Appointments of the 
Month
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S Aparna :

  Senior bureaucrat S Aparna, presently 
Principal Secretary to Gujarat Chief 
Minister Vijay Rupani, has been 
appointed as an Executive Director in the 
World Bank in the US. 

  Aparna has been appointed in place of 
S C Garg, who has recently taken over 
as Secretary, Department of Economic 
Affairs, in the Union Finance Ministry.

Dilip Chauhan :

  Indian-American Dilip Chauhan has been 
appointed to a senior position focusing 
on increasing outreach to the minority 
communities in Nassau County.

Rana Sarkar :

  Rana Sarkar, an Indo-Canadian 
entrepreneur, has been appointed 
Canada's consul general in San Francisco 
as well as a member of the Canadian 
official	team	tasked	with	renegotiating	the	
North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) with the US and Mexico. 

  Sarkar is part of a 13-member group 
tasked with helping Canada navigate the 
renegotiation of NAFTA.

Prasoon Joshi :

  The government appointed songwriter-
poet Prasoon Joshi as the chairperson of 
the censor board replacing Pahlaj Nihalani.

  Joshi was appointed with immediate 
effect for a period of three years or 
until further orders, the Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry said in a release.

David Rasquinha :

	 	 David	 Rasquinha	 has	 been	 appointed	
as Managing Director of Export-Import 
Bank of India (Exim Bank). 

  The Appointments Committee of the 
Cabinet has approved his appointment to 
the post for three years, an order issued 
by the Department of Personnel and 
Training (DoPT) said. 

Uhuru Kenyatta :

  President Uhuru Kenyatta won re-election 
in Kenya, defeating veteran opposition 
leader	and	longtime	rival	Raila	Odinga	in	
a tense contest.

  Kenya's election commission declared 
that the 55-year-old businessman and son 
of the country's founding President had 
received enough votes to secure a second 
five-year	term.

Shashi Shekhar Vempati :

  Shashi Shekhar Vempati, chief executive 
officer	 (CEO)	 at	 public	 broadcaster	
Prasar Bharati has been appointed as the 
chief of Rajya Sabha TV.

  Vempati will replace Gurdeep Singh 
Sappal	who	has	been	serving	as	the	CEO	
and editor-in-chief of Rajya Sabha TV 
since 2011.

P B Balaji :  P B Balaji will join Tata Motors as group 
Chief	 Financial	 Officer	 (CFO).	 He	 will	
replace C Ramakrishnan who retires at 
the end of his term on September 30. 
Ramakrishnan was elevated as Tata 
Motors	group	CFO	in	July	2015.

Santosh Sharma :

  Santosh Sharma has been appointed as 
Chairman and Managing Director of 
Hindustan Copper Limited (HCL). 

  The Appointments Committee of 
the Cabinet (ACC) has approved his 
appointment to the post for a period of 
five	years.	

Sartaj Aziz :  Pakistan Prime Minister Shahid 
Khaqan	 Abbasi	 has	 appointed	 former	
top diplomat Sartaj Aziz as the deputy 
chairman of planning commission while 
retained retired general Nasir Janjua as 
the national security advisor.

Rajesh Rathi :

	 	 Consumer	electronics	firm	Videocon	has	
appointed Rajesh Rathi as its business 
head.

Sohail Mahmood :

  Sohail Mahmood took over as Pakistan's 
new High Commissioner to India, 
succeeding Abdul Basit.

Sanjiv Gupta :

  General Motors India announced the 
appointment of Sanjiv Gupta as the new 
President and Managing Director of the 
company. The current President and 
Managing Director Kaher Kazem will 
hand over the reins of the company to 
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Gupta,	 who	 is	 Chief	 Financial	 Officer,	
effective September 1.

  Kazem has been appointed as the 
President	and	CEO	of	GM	Korea.

Travis Sinniah :

  Rear Admiral Travis Sinniah appointed 
as the chief of Sri Lanka's naval forces, 
making	 him	 the	 first	 from	 the	 minority	
Tamil community to head the Navy since 
the brutal civil war erupted in the country 
45 years ago. 

  Sinniah succeeds Vice Admiral Ravi 
Wijegunaratne who has retired.

Nikolay Kudashev :

  Russian President Vladimir Putin 
appointed career diplomat Nikolay 
Kudashev as Russia’s new ambassador to 
India, the country's embassy.

  The appointment of Kudashev comes 
nearly seven months after the death of 
Russia’s previous ambassador to India 
Alexander Kadakin.

Mamta Suri : Mamta Suri took charge as the 
Executive Director of the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI).

  She has also received honorary 
membership for High Scholastic 
Achievement from USA.

Virendra Nanavati :

  Virendra Nanavati, Chief Executive 
Officer	 of	 the	 Swimming	 Federation	
of India (SFI) has been appointed as 
Vice Chairman of FINA's Swimming 
Committee. 

  Nanavati, who is also Senior VICE 
president	of	Indian	Olympic	Association	
(IOA)	 has	 been	 appointed	 Ted	 Vice	
Chairman of FINA's Swimming 
committee.

Dharmendra Kumar :

  CISF ADG Dharmendra Kumar has 
been appointed as director general of 
the Railway Protection Force. Kumar is 
a	 1984	 batch	 IPS	 officer	 of	 Arunachal	
Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram-Union Territories 
(AGMUT) cadre. Before being appointed 
additional director general (ADG), 
Central Industrial Security Force 

(CISF), Kumar was serving as special 
commissioner (Special Unit) in the Delhi 
Police.

Vishpala : Uber has roped in former American 
Express executive Vishpala Reddy as the 
chief	people’s	officer	for	its	India	&	South	
Asia operations. Prior to joining Uber, 
Vishpala	was	Vice-President	&	Head	of	
HR for American Express in India. She 
has also worked with Hewitt Associates 
as a senior consultant. For Uber, India is 
one of its largest markets outside the US 
&	has	witnessed	over	100%	YoY	growth.	

Ajay Vipin Nanavati :

  The appointments committee of the 
cabinet has approved Ajay Vipin 
Nanavati’s	 appointment	 as	 non-official	
director/non-executive chairman of 
Syndicate Bank for three years.

O Panneerselvam :

  Senior	AIADMK	leader	O	Panneerselvam	
was sworn in as the deputy chief 
minister of Tamilnadu. He has taken 
an oath by Governor Vidyasagar Rao 
at Raj Bhavan. The two factions of the 
AIADMK merged, six months after they 
split following the death of then Chief 
Minister J. Jayalalithaa.

Anatoly Antonov :

  Veteran diplomat Anatoly Antonov 
has been appointed as Russia’s new 
ambassador to the US. He has the 
reputation of being a tough negotiator, 
with a deep suspicion of Washington. 
But, he is also a seasoned pragmatist 
able to adapt to sudden shifts in relations 
with the West. The 62-year-old deputy 
foreign minister will need all his skills 
and experience if he is to help pull US-
Russia ties out of the deep freeze.

Ashwani Lohani :

  Ashwani Lohani was appointed as the 
new Chairman of Railway Board after 
Ashok Mittal tendered his resignation 
following recent train accidents on 23rd 
of Aug 2017. Lohani who holds a degree 
in Mechanical Engineering, currently 
is	 the	 Chairman	 &	 Managing	 Director	
of Air India. Lohani belongs to the 
Indian Railways Service of Mechanical 
Engineers	of	the	1980	batch.	Lohani,	an	
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officer	of	the	railway	mechanical	service,	
had served earlier as the Divisional 
Regional Manager of Delhi.

Randhir Kumar Jaiswal :

  Senior diplomat Randhir Kumar Jaiswal 
was appointed as the social secretary to 
President Ram Nath Kovind. Jaiswal is a 
1998	batch	officer	of	the	Indian	Foreign	
Service. The Appointments Committee 
of the Cabinet has approved his 
appointment to the post for a period of 
two years, an order issued by Department 
of Personnel and Training (DoPT) said. 
IRS	officer	Praveen	Siddharth	has	been	
appointed	as	Officer	on	Special	Duty	in	
the president’s secretariat. Siddharth, 
a	 2001	 batch	 officer	 of	 the	 Indian	
Revenue Service (Income Tax), has 
been appointed to the post for a period 
of three years, it said.

Vishal Wanchoo :

  GE has named company veteran Vishal 
Wanchoo as the head of its South Asian 
operation. Wanchoo has been with GE 
since	 1997,	 and	 held	 several	 senior	
leadership positions, will succeed 
Banmali Agrawala.

Roopa Purushothaman :

  Roopa Purushothaman is a graduate 
from Yale University, and has a post-
graduate degree from the London 
School of Economics. Purushothaman 
is a graduate from Yale University, and 
has a post-graduate degree from the 
London School of Economics. She is 
also the founder of Avasara Leadership 
Institute,	 a	 non-profit	 educational	
institution focusing on accelerating 
academic and leadership outcomes for 
high potential adolescent girls in India. 
“To be a part of this group, during this 
period in India’s growth story, is truly 
a	 unique	 opportunity.	 I	 look	 forward	
to getting to work and deepening our 
collective understanding of macro 
patterns and demographic dynamics as 
they play out over the coming years,” 
said Purushothaman.

Nandan Nilekani :

  A little over 36 years after he co-founded 
Infosys Ltd with six others and exactly a 

decade after he stepped down as its chief 
executive	 officer,	 Nandan	 Nilekani	 has	
returned to the company after he was 
unanimously named by the board as its 
non-executive chairman in a widely 
anticipated move.  The appointment, a 
significant	 victory	 for	 co-founder	 N.R.	
Narayana	Murthy	in	his	fight	against	the	
board of Infosys, will soothe the nerves 
of the company’s largest investors, who 
have been spooked by the events of the 
past week, during which Vishal Sikka 
stepped	down	as	CEO.

Ashish Chauhan :

  Top stock exchange BSE's board has 
approved	 another	 five-year	 term	 for	 its	
chief Ashish Chauhan, who has steered a 
strong turnaround and a highly- successful 
initial	public	offering	(IPO)	of	the	bourse	
with strong business expansion. Chauhan, 
who joined BSE as deputy chief executive 
officer	(CEO)	in	2009,	was	made	MD	and	
CEO	for	a	period	of	five	years	with	effect	
from November 2, 2012.

Dipak Mishra :

  Justice Deepak Mishra was administered 
the	oath	of	office	by	President	Ramnath	
Kovind as the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. Justice Deepak Mishra 
became the 45th Chief Justice of India's 
Supreme Court. This responsibility has 
been entrusted to Justice JS Kher after 
retirement. Justice Deepak Mishra is 
not like any identity because he has 
given many decisions in the past which 
has proven to be a milestone in Indian 
history.

Dara Khosrowshahi :

  Uber has chosen Dara Khosrowshahi, 
the chief executive of travel company 
Expedia as its new boss, ending a 
contentious search that has been marred 
by boardroom spats and leaks.

Thulasidharan :

  J Thulasidharan has been elected as 
president of Indian Cotton Federation for 
2017-18. P Nataraj and K N Vishwanathan 
were elected as vice presidents of the 
federation at the 38th Annual General 
Meeting.
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Medal of Honor :
  US President Donald Trump awarded the 

first	 'Medal	 of	 Honor'	 to	 an	 Army	 medic	
James McCloughan  who ran into danger 
to save wounded soldiers during a Vietnam 
War battle despite his own serious wounds.

  The Medal of Honor is given to Armed 
Forces members who distinguish themselves 
by going above and beyond the call of duty 
in battle.

Bharat Gaurav :

  Former India hockey captain Dhanraj Pillay 
was on 1 August 2017 honoured with the 
'Bharat Gaurav' by East Bengal Football 
Club on its foundation day. Bharat Gaurav is 
the highest award of the club.

	 	 On	the	other	hand,	the	club	presented	lifetime	
achievement awards to Subhash Bhowmick, 
a	member	of	the	1970	Asian	Games	bronze	
medal-winning national football team and 
Syed Naeemuddin, former national team 
coach.

  Meanwhile, Gurwinder Singh bagged 
the Footballer of the Year award while 
Boddupalli Amit was adjudged as the 
Cricketer of the Year.

Asia Society Game Changers Award :

  Indian-origin actor Dev Patel is among 
nine individuals to be honoured with the 
'Asia Society Game Changers Award' by a 
leading educational organisation for making 
a "transformative and positive" difference 
for the future of Asia and the world. 

UAE’s Community Service Medal :

  Firoz Merchant, an Indian businessman 
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), who 
has spent over USD 4 million to help free 
prisoners languishing in jails due to non-
payment of debts, has been honoured with 
UAE’s prestigious Community Service 
Medal.

  The award, which is given in the form of a 
medal, was given to Merchant in recognition 
of his efforts to serve the community in the 
country and beyond.

Kesari Media Award :

  Veteran journalist T J S George has been 
chosen	 for	 the	 first	 Kesari	 Media	 Award,	
instituted by the Kesari Memorial Journalist 
Trust.

  The award comprises a purse of Rs 
50,000, citation and a statuette designed by 
renowned artist Bhatathiri.

Hugo Award :

  The Hugo Award for Best Novel 2017 was 
given to Nora K. Jemisin, an American 
speculative	fiction	writer	for	her	work	"The	
Obelisk	Gate".

  The award was presented at the 75th World 
Science Fiction Convention in Helsinki.

Micheal Jackson Vanguard Award :

  Singer Pink will be honoured with the 
Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award at 
the 2017 Video Music Awards (VMAs).

  The award was later renamed to honour 
King	of	Pop,	Michael	Jackson	in	1991.

International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) 
award :

  The Bastar police in Chhattisgarh has been 
selected for the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police (IACP) award this year for 
its community policing initiative 'Amcho 
Bastar, Amcho Police' focusing on the 
rehabilitation of Naxals.

Agriculture Leadership Award 2017 :

  Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhara 
Rao has been selected for the Agriculture 
Leadership Award 2017, instituted by the 
Indian Council of Food and Agriculture. 

  A committee headed by eminent 
agricultural scientist M S Swaminathan has 
recommended Rao's name.

‘Child Genius’ in UK :

  An Indian-origin boy, 12-year-old Rahul 
Doshi was crowned as the UK’s ‘Child 
Genius’	 in	 a	 popular	 television	 quiz	
competition on 20 August 2017. Rahul 
Doshi won the Channel 4 show ‘Child 
Genius’ by defeating his opponent Ronan 
a	 9	 year	 old	 boy	 by	 10-4	 points	 in	 the	

Awards of the Month
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programme’s	 finale.	 He	 believed	 to	 be	
having an IQ higher than Albert Einstein and 
Stephen Hawking. He has a vast knowledge 
of his chosen subject – Edward Jenner’s 
medical innovation and methodology in 
18th Century England.

UEFA Europa League Player of the Season award

  Paul Pogba has won the UEFA Europa 
League Player of the Season award for 
2016/17 after helping Manchester United 
win	the	trophy.	The	French	midfielder	was	

awarded the inaugural prize at a ceremony 
in Monaco on Friday, having been chosen 
by a panel of judges that consisted of 
every manager who was involved in the 
group stage of the Europa League, plus 
55 journalists. Henrikh Mkhitaryan and 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic were also shortlisted 
for their impressive contributions during 
United's journey to success in Stockholm, 
while	Marcus	Rashford	finished	fifth	in	the	
overall poll and Ander Herrera was joint-
seventh.
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Eulogies of the Month
Marian Diamond :

  American neuroscientist Marian 
Diamond who studied Albert Einstein's 
brain	 in	 1984,	 passed	 away.	 She	 was	
90.

	 	 She	was	the	first	to	show	that	anatomy	
of all animals' brains can change 
with experience and improve with 
enrichment. 

Santosh Mohan :

  Former union minister and a one-time 
heavyweight Congress leader Santosh 
Mohan Dev died. He was 86.

Sam Shepard : Famous American playwright, Sam 
Shepard died. He was 73. Sam was also 
famous as an actor, screenwriter and 
director.

Pushpa Bhargava :

  Veteran molecular biologist Pushpa 
Mittra Bhargava passed away in 
Hyderabad.	He	was	89.

Edward Hugh McGrath :

  Father Edward Hugh McGrath, one of 
the founding fathers of XLRI, has died 
in	Jamshedpur.	He	was	94.

Betty Cuthbert : 

  Australian	Olympic	icon	Betty	Cuthbert,	
the only athlete to ever win gold in the 
100m, 200m, and 400m, has died. He 
was	79.	

  She is the only athlete, male or female, 
to	win	Olympic	gold	in	the	100m,	200m	
and 400m, with her trophy cabinet 
also including three medals from the 
Commonwealth Games. 

Glen Campbell :

  Legendary music singer Glen Campbell, 
best	known	for	his	1975	hit	"Rhinestone	
Cowboy", has died. He was 81.

	 	 He	made	history	in	1967	by	winning	
four Grammys in the country and pop 
categories, and took home CMAs 
Entertainer of the Year award in 
1968.

Sitaram Panchal :

  Bollywood actor Sitaram Panchal 
passed away. He was 54.

  Sitaram, who made his Bollywood 
debut	 in	1994	with	Bandit	Queen,	was	
best	 known	 for	 his	 work	 in	 films	 like	
Peepli Live, Pan Singh Tomar, Jolly 
LLB 2, The Legend of Bhagat Singh 
and Slumdog Millionaire.

Dr Ruth Pfau :

  Dr Ruth Pfau, a German doctor popularly 
known as Pakistan’s Mother Teresa for 
dedicating her life to eradicate leprosy 
in the country, died. She was 87.

	 	 Dr	 Pfau	 first	 visited	 Pakistan	 in	 1960	
and was so touched by the plight of 
leprosy victims that she decided to stay 
forever in the country to treat them.

Yisrael Kristal :

	 	 Yisrael	 Kristal,	 certified	 by	 Guinness	
World Records as the world's oldest 
man, died. He was 113.

  Kristal, originally from Zarnow in what 
is now Poland, was born on September 
15,	 1903	 --	 three	 months	 before	 the	
Wright	 brothers’	 first	 successful	
powered	airplane	flight.

Vijay Nambisan :

  Poet and writer Vijay Nambisan passed 
away.	 He	 became	 the	 first	 All	 India	
Poetry	Champion	in	1988.	He	was	54.

  His poem ‘Madras Central’ made him 
won the All India Poetry Competition 
organised by the Poetry Society of India 
in association with the British Council.

Joseph Bologna :

  Actor, writer, and director Joseph 
Bologna, who was also nominated at 
the Academy Awards for the screenplay 
adaptation	 of	 "Lovers	 and	 Others	
Strangers", is dead. He was 82.

S Paul : Veteran photographer S Paul passed 
away in New Delhi. He was 88. 

  Paul was a self-taught photographer 
who discovered his passion for the art 
as a teenager. He joined The Indian 
Express	 in	 the	 1960s	 and	 retired	 in	
1989.
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Sonny Landham:

  Sonny Landham, the muscular action-
movie actor who co-starred in "Predator" 
and "48 Hrs," has died. He was 76.

Shambhu Dayal Badgujar :

  Chairman of Rajasthan Khadi Board 
Shambhu Dayal Badgujar died. He 
was 64.

P V R K Prasad :

  Retired	 IAS	 officer	 P	V	 R	 K	 Prasad,	
who was Additional Secretary and 
Media Advisor to former Prime 
Minister P V Narasimha Rao, passed 
away. He was 77.

  Prasad authored several popular books 
in Telugu, including Naham Kartha, 
Asalem Jarigindante (Wheels behind 
the veil), Tirumala Leelamrutham and 
Tirumala Charitamrutam.

Jerry Lewis : Multi-talented US actor and comedian 
Jerry	Lewis	has	died.	He	was	91.	Lewis	
was known for his slapstick humour 
and a lucrative decade-long partnership 
with Dean Martin. He starred in more 
than	45	films	in	a	career	spanning	five	
decades.

Amar Bahadur Singh :

  Colonel Amar Bahadur Singh, a close 
associate of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose, died at his ancestral village in 
Bareilly following prolonged illness. 
He was 102. Singh, a widower, breathed 
his last at his ancestral village Sirsa. He 
has a son.

Rishang Keishing :

  Born to Rungdi Keishing and 
Mungshingla	 Keishing	 on	 October	
25,	 1918	 at	 Bungpa	 Khunou,	 Ukhrul	
district, Rishang Keishing married 
Khatingla	Keishing	on	April	15,	1950.	
The couple had two daughters and four 
sons.

Sofi Ghulam Mohiuddin :

  Former Jammu and Kashmir minister 
and	 PDP	 leader	 Sofi	 Ghulam	
Mohiuddin died at his ancestral home 
in Handwara area of Kupwara district. 
He	 was	 67.	 Sofi	 was	 associated	 with	
Peoples Conference headed by Abdul 

Gani Lone for a long time and was 
member of the supreme council of the 
party when it was part of undivided 
Hurriyat Conference.

Tom Pritchard :

  Tom Pritchard, the former fast bowler 
from New Zealand and Warwickshire 
stalwart	during	 the	1940s	and	1950s,	
has died at the age of 100. Pritchard, 
who claimed 818 wickets 23.30 across 
200	 first-class	 games	 -	 including	
695	 during	 a	 decade	 of	 service	 at	
Edgbaston - is arguably one of the 
finest	 bowlers	 never	 to	 have	 played	
Test cricket.

Tony de Brum :

  Tony de Brum, the former Marshall 
Islands foreign minister who became a 
leading advocate for the landmark 'Paris 
Agreement', and an internationally 
recognised	 voice	 in	 the	 fight	 against	
climate change has died aged 72.

Ramananda Sengupta :

  He	worked	with	film	legends	including	
French director Jean Renoir, Ritwik 
Ghatak, Mrinal Sen and Utpal Dutt. 
Sengupta had worked behind the 
camera	 in	 over	 70	 films,	 including	
Shilpi, Nishithe, Bindur Chhele, 
Personal Assistant, Headmaster and 
Teen Bhubaner Pare. He worked with 
legends including French director Jean 
Renoir, Ritwik Ghatak, Mrinal Sen and 
Utpal Dutt, among others.

Ahmed Khan : Ahmed Khan, a member of India's 
gold	winning	football	team	at	the	first	
Asian	Games	in	1951,	passed	away	at	
the	age	of	91	after	prolonged	 illness.	
A	 prolific	 striker,	 Khan	 represented	
India	in	two	Olympic	Games,	1948	in	
London	and	1952	in	Helsinki	and	two	
Asian	 Games	 in	 Delhi,	 and	 1954	 in	
Manila.

Ebrahim Yazdi : Iran's	 most	 influential	 dissident	
politician who once served as foreign 
minister, Ebrahim Yazdi, has died. He 
was of 85 years. Yazdi died in Izmir, 
Turkey due to complications from 
cancer. He was a close ally of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, the late leader of 
the	1979	Islamic	Revolution.
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IMPORTANT DAYS
October 01  International Coffee Day/ World Vegetarian 

Day

October 02  Gandhi Jayanti/International Day of Non-
Violence

October 04  World Animal Day

October 05  World Teachers’ Day

October 09  World Post Day

October 10  World Mental Health Day

October 14  World Standards Day

October 16  World Food Day

October 17  International Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty

October 24  United Nations Day

ABBREVIATIONS
AICTE  All India Council of Technical Education

AIFF All India Football Federation

ASLV Augmented Satellite Launch Vehicle

ASWAC Airborne Surveillance Warning and Control

CHOGM Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting

COFEPOSA Conservation of Foreign Exchange and 
Prevention of Smuggling Act

DFDR ‘Digital Flight Data Recorder (Black box)’

GATT General Agreement on Tariff and Trade

GNLF Gorkha National Liberation Front

ICFTU International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions
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National Sports Awards2017

National Sports Awards are given every year to recognize 
and reward excellence in sports. Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Award is given for the spectacular and most outstanding 
performance	in	the	field	of	sports	by	a	sportsperson	over	a	
period of four year, Arjuna Award is given for consistency 
outstanding performance for four years, Dronacharya 
Award for coaches for producing medal winners at 
prestigious International sports events, Dhyan Chand 
Award for life time contribution to sports development.

A large number of nominations were received for 
these awards this year, which were considered by the 
Selection	 Committees	 consisting	 of	 former	 Olympian,	
Arjuna Awardees, Dronacharya Awardees, Dhyan Chand 
Awardees, Sport Journalists/ Experts/ Commentators 
and sports administrators. Selection Committee for 
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award and Arjuna Awards was 
headed by Justice C.K. Thakkar (Former Judge Supreme 
Court of India, Chief Justice of High Court of Himachal 
and Bombay). Selection Committee for Dronacharya 
Awards and Dhyan Chand Awards was headed by Shri 
Pullela Gopichand.

Based on the recommendations of the Committee and 
after due scrutiny, the Government has decided to confer 
awards upon the following sportspersons/coaches/
organisations:

(i)         Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 2017

S . 
No.

Name of the Awardee discipline

1. Devendra Para Athlete
2. Sardar Singh Hockey

 (ii)        Dronacharya Awards 2017

S . 
No.

Name of the Awardees Discipline

1.       Late Dr. R. Gandhi Athletics
2.       G.S.S.V. Prasad Badminton (Lifetime)
3.       Brij Bhushan Mohanty Boxing (Lifetime)

4.       P.A. Raphel Hockey (Lifetime)
5.       Sanjoy Chakraverthy Shooting (Lifetime)
6.       Roshan Lal Wrestling (Lifetime)

(iii)       Arjuna Awards 2017

S . 
No.

Name of the Awardees Discipline

1. V.J. Surekha Archery
2. Khushbir Kaur Athletics
3. Arokia Rajiv Athletics
4. Prasanthi Singh Basketball
5. Sub. LaishramDebendro Singh Boxing
6. CheteshwarPujara Cricket
7. Harmanpreet Kaur Cricket
8. OinamBembem	Devi Football
9. S.S.P. Chawrasia Golf
10. S.V. Sunil Hockey
11. Jasvir Singh Kabaddi
12. P. N. Prakash Shooting
13. A. Amalraj Table Tennis
14. SakethMyneni Tennis
15. SatyawartKadian Wrestling
16. Mariyappan Para-Athlete
17. Varun Singh Bhati Para-Athlete

(iv)       Dhyan Chand Award

S . 
No.

Name of the Awardees Discipline

1. Bhupender Singh Athletics
2. Syed Shahid Hakim Football
3. Sumarai Tete Hockey

The awardees received their awards from the President of 
India at a specially organized function at the Rashtrapati 
Bhawan	on	August	29,	2017.

Apart from a medal and a citation, Rajiv Gandhi Khel 
Ratna Awardee will receive a cash prize of Rs. 7.5 lakh. 
Arjuna, Dronacharya and Dhyan Chand Awardees will 
received	 statuettes,	 certificates	 and	 cash	 prize	 of	 Rs.	 5	
lakh each.

2017 Commonwealth Youth Games

The 2017 Commonwealth 
Youth Games was the 
sixth edition of the 
Commonwealth Youth 
Games which started in 
2000. 

They were planned to 
be held in Castries, the 
capital of Saint Lucia, 
but Saint Lucia withdrew 
in	2015,	citing	financial	difficulties.	
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Canada and Scotland both offered to host the games if no 
other nation was willing to bid. In 2016, Nassau, Bahamas 
was selected to host the 2017 edition. The games were 
held	from	19	to	23	July	2017	

During the opening ceremony the Prime Minister of the 
Bahamas,	 Hubert	Minnis	 declared	 the	 games	 officially	
open.

Host city  Nassau, Bahamas

Nations participated 64

Athletes participated 1034

Events  	 96

Opening ceremony 18 July 2017

Closing ceremony 23 July 2017

Officially opened by Hubert Minnis

The 2017 Games features 9 sports 

Athletics  Beach soccer

Beach Volleyball  Boxing

Cycling   Judo 

Rugby sevens  Swimming 

Tennis 

Top 10 Countries in Medal table

Rank Nation Gold Silver Bronze Total

 1 England 23 16 12 51

	 2	 Australia	 14	 14	 11	 39

	 3	 New	Zealand	 8	 14	 9	 31

 4 Scotland 8 6 7 21

 5 South Africa 8 3 7 18

 6 Singapore 7 4 6 17

 7 India 4 1 6 11

 8 Kenya 3 1 0 4

	 9	 Canada	 2	 7	 9	 18

 10 Wales 2 6 5 13

What is China's economic corridor and why 
India is opposing it

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is about 
2442 kilometers long commercial project from Gwadar in 
Pakistan to Kashgar of China's Shinjiang province. The 
cost of this project is being pegged at $ 46 billion.

China is investing so much money in Pakistan for this 
project that it is more than twice the amount of foreign 
direct investment (FDI) in Pakistan since 2008. This 
investment from China has been to Pakistan since 2002, 
More	than	the	total	financial	assistance	received	from

Experts say that this will increase employment 
opportunities in Pakistan and will work to restore the 
economy of Pakistan in the worst condition for the last 
three decades. This ambitious project will be called "one 
belt and one road" or new silk by China. Road project is 
also called. The project, which started in November 2016, 
has laid the foundation stone of the four-lane vehicle route.

What is the purpose of this project?

The main objective of this project is to distribute oil and 
gas in less time through railways and highways. In this 
project - the development of roads, railways, pipelines, 
hydro power plants, development of Gwadar port and 
other development projects will be developed. According 
to the information, the Gwadar port is being developed in 
such	a	way	that	Pakistan	will	have	19	million	tonnes	of	
crude oil in China Will be able to send directly to

Why is India protesting?

It is being opposed by India because this corridor will 
be	 going	 through	 Pakistan-occupied	 Kashmir	 (POK)	
of Gilgit-Baltistan and Pakistan's disputed region 
Balochistan.	 Combined	with	 the	 combination	 of	 traffic	
and energy, this project will develop a seaport in the 
sea, which will open the way for China's reach to Indian 
Indian	Ocean.

Gwadar is situated on the Arabian Sea coast of Baluchistan. 
This part of southwestern Pakistan has been a victim of 
separatist rebellion for decades, while Kashgar is located 
in Xinjiang, China's Muslim dominated area. Economic 
corridor will pass through the areas which attacked 
Pakistan	 Taliban	 fighters	 Because	 of	 this	 environment,	
India is also afraid of the fact that due to this project, in 
the area around India Fear of disturbance will continue.

India ranks 43rd in 2017 Global Retirement Index
India was ranked last at 43rd position in 2017 Global 
Retirement Index (GRI) published by French asset 
management company Natixis Global.

The index ranks 43 countries on the basis of four factors 
viz. the material means to live comfortably in retirement 
(Material	Well-being);	 access	 to	 quality	 health	 services	
(Health);	 access	 to	 quality	 financial	 services	 to	 help	
preserve savings value and maximize income (Finances) 
and a clean and safe environment (Quality of Life).



www.mahendraguru.com

www.mahendraguru.com
[28]

The	43	 countries	 include	members	of	 the	Organization	
for	Economic	Co-operation	and	Development	(OECD),	
International Monetary Fund (IMF) advanced economies 
and the BRIC countries (Brazil, Russia, India and China).

Key Highlights of 2017 GRI

Top three countries in 2017 GRI are Norway, Switzerland 
and Iceland. India ranks 43rd and has the same score 
compared to 2016 GRI. India also ranks the lowest 
among the BRIC economies.

India’s	rank	in	all	sub-indices	is	also	in	the	bottom	five.	India	
position in all sub-indices is Material Well-being (41st), 
Health	(43rd),	Finances	(39th)	and	Quality	of	Life	(43rd).

India has the lowest income per capita of all countries in 
the	GRI.	Additionally,	 its	score	for	 the	income	equality	
indicator has declined compared to 2016 GRI. It has 
the lowest scores for all indicators within the sub-index 
including in insured health expenditure compared to 
2016 GRI.

India	 ranks	 first	 in	 old-age	 dependency,	 second	 in	 tax	
pressure and sixth in interest rates. Interms of governance 
indicator	India	ranks	as	the	fifth	worst	among	all	countries	
in the GRI. It also has the tenth-lowest score for the bank 
non-performing loans indicator. India ranked last in the 
Quality of Life sub-index.


