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Dear Aspirants,
Once again we’re back at your service with a target hitting motto in our minds together, and as 
we all know that now we have to set our target for SBI PO PRE Examination and SBI CLERK 
MAINS Examination so what’s next is practice, practice, and practice so don’t worry we’re here 
with lots and lots of miscellaneous passages so that you can get the ocean of questions from 
previous year speed tests and can practice in one go without opening up your book you can brush 
up your Reading Comprehension section rapidly.
So all the best from Mahendra Guru 
Keep practicing 
Good luck Kudos 

 READING-COMPREHENSIONS AND 
PARA-JUMBLES TO PRACTICE FOR SBI 

PO/CLERK 

Q.1-15. Read the following passage carefully and answer 
the questions given below it certain words are given 
in bold to help you locate them while answering 
some of the questions. 

 The rich classical vocal and dance traditions of 
India are commonly viewed as being part of the 
“entertainment industry” and are shaped by the 
imperatives of a globalising market economy.

 Changing trends in the performing arts rarely 
manifest themselves with dramatic abruptness. 
More often than not, they creep up silently, 
diverting the flow of continuing traditions and 
practices stealthily but resolutely. As the relentless 
tidal wave of globalisation swept across the world 
in the last two decades, Indian performing arts, 
too, were swept up, tossed high and hurled down, 
without many even noticing that some of the 
great rivers of performing traditions and systems 
had changed course or, at times, had been reined 
in. Looking back on some of these changes, 
particularly in the sphere of Indian music, it may 
be worthwhile to begin by examining a few words, 
terms and phrases that provide clues to some of the 
many ways in which globalisation has impacted 
the performing arts in India.

 Other than in academic discussions, performing arts 
in India and its practitioners are today referred to 
most commonly as being part of the “entertainment 
industry.” This may seem innocuous enough to 
some, but the usage of the term and its passive 
acceptance in most circles, definitely indicates a 

paradigm shift in the manner in which the arts 
are viewed by society at large. That today the arts 
must entertain and amuse in the manner defined 
by showbiz, and that they must form part of an 
organised industry is the clear and unambiguous 
message conveyed by this shift. For creators and 
artistes who in an ideal world are driven by an 
artistic urge or by that inexplicable creative charge 
that propels artistes towards their respective forms 
of expression, this shift from being an individual 
artiste or part of an artistic community, to being 
absorbed into, or discarded by, the politics and 
commerce of the entertainment industry, has had a 
far-reaching impact.

 A closer examination of the global entertainment 
industry, its mores and terms, would reveal greater 
details about the changes steered by globalisation. 
Firmly entrenched in the idea of “increasing 
material wealth” by the opening up of international 
markets, globalisation is unabashed about its 
obsession with checks, balances, net profits and 
turnovers. It would, therefore, seem only natural 
that even in the area of performing arts, those 
genres that have a record of yielding lucrative 
profit margins would be easily and successfully 
globalised. In the context of Indian music, the 
success of mainstream Hindi film music presents 
a case in point. Without doubt, Hindi film music 
enjoys the greatest listenership in the country and, 
as a result, it is also one of the largest selling and 
economically wealthy genres of music. Despite a 
severe downward trend in the quality of content, 
particularly from the artistic point of view, its 
popularity and consequent financial success on 
international platforms has surged manifold.
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Q.1.  What do you understand by the term Performing 
Arts in reference to the passage?

 (1) he rich classical dance tradition of   
 Indiancontinent. 

 (2) the entertainment industry in India. 

 (3)  the form of art which uses artist’s own body,  
 face and presence. 

  (4) the form of art which uses clay, metal or paints. 

 (5) the latest trends evolving in the entertainment  
 industry in India. 

Q.2.  What is the author trying to say as far as the 
orientation of these Performing Arts is considered?

  (1) That they are still the same as they were a   
 century ago. 

  (2) That they are changing tremendously pivoting  
 the direction of usual traditions, furtively. 

  (3) That these arts are transforming into those of  
 onscreen entertainment. 

  (4) That these arts have had no effect, whatsoever,  
 of the globalization. 

 (5) That the entertainment industry is in no way  
 even closely associated with the Performing  
 arts during the previous era. 

  Q.3.  Globalization has had an overwhelming effect 
on all sectors of the Indian economy, meanwhile, 
eclipsing the entertainment industry. Which 
amongst the following is the most affected territory 
in the context of this passage?

  (1)  The IT industry. 

  (2)  The age-old arts traditions. 

  (3)   The classical dance of India. 

  (4)  The performing arts traditions. 

  (5)  The Indian music.

Q.4.  What is the prevalent condition of Performing Arts 
in India?

  (1) They have got huge passive rejections. 

  (2) They are no more existing in the Indian   
 heritage. 

  (3) They are treated as harmless and useless. 

  (4) They are generating a world-wide acceptance  
 in terms of globalizing market economy. 

  (5) They are accredited as to being a component of 

  the much acclaimed entertainment industry. 

  Q.5. The view that the society had about the Performing 
Arts has shifted, fetching what kind of message?

  (1) That these arts must now delight the industry  
 by becoming its constituent as in the demeanor 

  defined by the showbiz. 

 (2) That these arts are now gaining much   
 importance and are accomplishing heavy   
 profits for the entertainment industry. 

  (3) That these arts have always been a source of  
 entertainment in showbiz. 

  (4) That these arts are not going to affect the   
 showbiz industry in any way or vice-versa. 

  (5) That these arts do not require globalization. 

Q.6.  Which of the following is NOT TRUE in context of 
the passage?

 (1) The rich dance traditions of India are fabricated  
 by the requisites of a globalizing market   
 economy. 

  (2) Indian Performing Arts has been brushed off  
 by the tidal wave of globalization. 

  (3) The Indian music is the least severely affected  
 field in Performing Arts. 

 (4) The apparent message denoted today is that  
 these arts must become an element of   
 entertainment industry. 

 (5) All are true 

Q.7.  In the phrase “they creep up silently”, ‘they’ stands 
for?

  (1) The rich classical vocal in Performing arts. 

 (2)   The dance tradition in Performing Arts. 

 (3) The globalization of Indian Economy. 

  (4) The evolving changes in Performing arts. 

  (5)   The entertainment industry of India. 

Q.8.  On making a closer analysis what are the 
consequences of globalization on entertainment 
industry?
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  (1) It has made the Indian dance tradition much  
 acclaimed world-wide. 

  (2) It has made possible for the artistes to   
 disseminate their talents abroad. 

 (3) It has caused a chaos in the entertainment   
 industry. 

 (4) It has expected that even in the field of  
 Performing Arts, it will yield lucrative profit  
 margins. 

  (5) It has helped the country in generating   
 employment for foreign artistes in India. 

Q.9.  What could be a suitable TITLE for the passage?

 (1)  Money-laundering in Performing Arts 

 (2)  Rich Indian Heritage

 (3)   Entertainment Industry-Ups and Downs 

 (4)  Classical music-then and now 

 (5)  Changing trends in Performing Arts 

Q.10.  Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 
in meaning as the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage.

 Innocuous

 (1)  Destructive  (2)  Harmless 

 (3)   Inevitable  (4)  Expressive 

  (5)  Forcibly 

Q.11.  Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 
in meaning as the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage.

 Reined

 (1)  Suppress  (2)  Release 

 (3)   Dominate  (4)  Submit 

 (5)  Asked 

Q.12.  Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 
in meaning as the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage.

 Inexplicable

 (1)  Cacophony  (2)  Faction

 (3)   Enigmatic  (4)  Macabre

 (5)  Torrid 

Q.13.  Choose the word which is most nearly the 
OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in bold 
as used in the passage.

 Imperative

 (1)  Imperative  (2)  Inessential 

 (3)   Narcissism  (4)  Pastel 

 (5)  Rabid 

Q.14.   Choose the word which is most nearly the 
OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in 
bold as used in the passage.

 Manifest

 (1)  Unambiguous  (2)  Vague

 (3)   Labyrinth  (4)  Evident 

 (5)  Prominent 

Q.15.   Choose the word which is most nearly the 
OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in 
bold as used in the passage.

 Paradigm

 (1)  Archetype  (2)  Warp

 (3)   Atypical  (4)  Specify 

 (5)  Fanatic 

Q.16-25.  Read the following passage carefully and answer 
the questions given below it.  

 In the aftermath of the Second World War, an 
energy-hungry Western alliance faced an energy-
surplus Soviet Union. The world witnessed a new 
‘Great Game’ involving a quest for influence in the 
energy-rich Middle East, particularly the oil-rich 
Persian Gulf. The Carter Doctrine of 1979 brought 
American military power to India’s doorsteps. The 
US Central Command headquartered in Qatar and 
the US 5th Fleet based in Bahrain, were primarily 
set up to prop up pro-American regimes and 
guarantee energy supplies for the United States 
and its allies.

 The global energy scenario has changed 
dramatically in the recent past, with the 
development of ‘fracking’ (hydraulic fracturing) 
technology in the US. American crude oil 
production grew by more than one million barrels 
per day in 2012, the largest increase in the world. 
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Crude oil production jumped 14 per cent last year to 
8.9 million barrels per day. The US is set to replace 
Saudi Arabia as the largest producer of oil in the 
world by 2020. Even today, gas availability in the 
US exceeds demand and the US has surplus gas 
for sale. Recent surveys indicate that Canada’s oil 
sands reserves contain the equivalent of two trillion 
barrels of conventional oil, which is more than the 
presently estimated reserves of Saudi Arabia, Iran 
and Iraq put together. With growing production 
of oil in the US and its reduced dependence on 
imports, the World Bank has predicted that oil 
prices will fall to $102 per barrel by the end of this 
year. The US alone has a potential 2(4)4 trillion 
cubic metres of gas reserves. The estimates of shale 
gas reserves elsewhere are: Argentina 21. 9TCM, 
Europe 18.1TCM, China 36.1TCM and Australia 
11.2TCM. India’s recoverable shale reserves 
are estimated at 63TCM, roughly one fourth the 
reserves of the US and one sixth those of China. 
China’s reserves are largely in sparsely populated 
areas. Beijing announced in March this year that 
it is aiming to produce 6.5 billion cubic metres of 
gas by 2015. India has released a draft policy for 
exploration of shale gas. But, shale production has 
faced public opposition elsewhere on safety and 
environmental grounds. One hopes that policies 
governing shale exploration are transparent and do 
not lead us into the sort of problems we have faced 
from activists on exploitation of  gas, coal, or more 
recently, even on nuclear power plants.

 Given problems that members of the European 
Union are facing with gas supplies from Russia, the 
US is set to become a major supplier of natural gas to 
its European partners. The vast potential for energy 
resources in North America will be supplemented 
with growing production in Latin America. Oil 
production is growing in Brazil. Columbia’s oil 
production has doubled since 2007. Argentina has 
larger shale gas reserves nearly as large as the US. 
Venezuela’s already substantial production can be 
stepped up significantly. The production in Mexico, 
with oil reserves larger than Kuwait, has remained 
stagnant and below expectations. Production 
in Mexico would rise substantially with policy 
changes now underway. Moreover, the off shore 

Levantine Basin, where Syria, Lebanon, Turkey, 
Greece, Cyprus, Israel and Gaza have overlapping 
claims, has substantial oil and gas reserves.

 The influence of Iran and Arab oil producers in 
Western capitals will be drastically reduced, as 
the Americas become a power house of global 
energy production. In this emerging scenario, 
oil prices cannot be arbitrarily raised by the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, 
causing huge economic problems for importing 
developing countries, as in the past.Under current 
US regulations, gas can be exported without formal 
clearances to countries with which the US has a 
Free Trade Agreement. Buoyed by the optimistic 
energy scenario and economic recovery, President 
Barack Obama announced in his 2013 State of the 
Union Address that the US would begin talks on 
a ‘Transatlantic Trade and Economic Partnership’ 
— in effect an FTA, with the European Union. 
The growing availability of US natural gas will 
be a major incentive to conclude an FTA for 
the environment-conscious and nuclear-averse 
Europeans, who are facing a decline in North Sea 
Oil production, which fell by 13.4 per cent last 
year. Negotiations with the EU are expected to 
be complex and difficult. But, its relatively cheap 
energy surpluses will be leveraged by the US, in 
negotiations with European partners.

 The US has simultaneously been involved in 
negotiations for a ‘Trans-Pacific Partnership’ 
since 2010, across its Pacific shores. The TPP is 
intended to be a ‘High Standard’ trade agreement 
aimed to address contemporary trade issues 
through the establishment of a Trans-Pacific Free 
Trade Agreement. Its current membership includes 
Australia, Brunei, Chile, Canada, Malaysia, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, the United States 
and Vietnam. While Japan joined TPP discussions 
in 2010 as an observer, it is expected to become a 
full member this year. South Korea, which has an 
FTA with the US, will inevitably join the TPP. 
Thailand has indicated that it would be joining the 
TPP, while Taiwan, Philippines, Laos, Colombia, 
Costa Rica and Indonesia have expressed interest 
in also doing so. Members of the TPP will have 
the advantage of preferential access to oil and gas 
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energy resources from the US and Canada. India 
has been ambivalent on its approach towards TPP 
membership.While a conflict leading to the closure 
of the Straits of Hormuz can cause temporary 
problems, India can now plan its energy policies 
without having to unduly fear arbitrary rises in oil 
and gas prices. Persian Gulf oil producers like Iraq 
will now be interested in seeking greater energy 
cooperation with major Asian oil consumers like 
India and China. Oil cannot be used as a weapon 
for political pressures, like those India experienced 
in the 1970s. Moreover, as China works feverishly 
to build oil and gas pipelines across Central Asia, 
undermining Russian influence in former Soviet 
Republics, we could see the beginning of doubts 
and differences in the presently cosy Russian-
Chinese relationship, as the Russians will have to 
look to countries like Japan and South Korea to 
market their vast oil and gas resources.

 India’s western neighbourhood, sometimes 
labelled as the ‘Greater Middle East’, extending 
from Pakistan to Turkey, is presently gripped by 
turmoil, terrorism, sectarian strife, Persian-Arab 
rivalries and ethnic separatism. The impact of 
these developments on the security and livelihood 
of over six million Indians living across our 
western shores in the Arab countries of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council needs to be carefully 
monitored and assessed. The External Affairs 
Ministry will have to focus greater attention on 
these challes.

Q.16.  Why according to the author will the importance of 
Middle East countries with regard to oil is going to 
fall drastically?

 (1) Because of uncertainty and political upheavals 

  production will go down in these countries. 

 (2) Countries like India and China have faced   
 political opposition for importing oil from   
 these countries. 

 (3)  Other countries particularly the USA are going  
 to tremendously increase domestic production  
 and discovery of oil and gas leading to reduced  
 dependence on imports. 

  (4) The United Nations has imposed export quotas  

 on the Middle East countries with respect to  
 the import of oil and gas. 

 (5) The world has increasing switched to non- 
 renewable energy sources thereby reducing  
 dependence on oil and gas. 

Q.17.  What has been India’s stand on the issue of T.P.P. 
membership?

  (1) India is clear that unless China becomes a part  
 of T.P.P. it is not going to join the T.P.P. 

 (2) India has adopted a cautious approach to the  
 issue of T.P.P. and is presently not in a hurry  
 to make a decision. 

  (3) India has unequivocally stated that the T.P.P.  
 is against its geo-political interests and that it  
 will not be a part of any such agreement. 

  (4) India wants the T.P.P. agreement to be ratified  
 by the UN general assembly before coming  
 into force.

  (5) India wants Pakistan to be kept out of the   
 T.P.P. before it makes any commitment to the  
 T.P.P. agreement. 

Q.18. Which among the following is true in context of 
the passage?

 (A) The U.S.A is going to become a global energy  
 powerhouse, this is going to reduce the  
 influence of Iran and Iraq in the western  
 capitals. 

 (B) Whatever be the circumstances, the OPEC   
 will have a deciding mandate in determining  
 prices of oil and gas in the international   
 market. 

 (C) A conflict leading to the closure of the straits  
 of Hormuz could cause a temporary problem  
 for countries like India.

 (1)  Only A  (2)  Only B 

 (3)   Only A and B   (4)  Only A and C 

 (5)  All are correct

Q.19.   Which among the following is not true in context 
of the passage? 

 A. Mexico despite having a sufficiently large   
 reserves has always been low in production of  
 Oil.
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 B.  The author is confident that India’s draft   
 policy on shale gas exploration shall be   
 welcomed and appreciated by the public.  

 C. The Europeans have an aversion to nuclear  
 energy and are presently experiencing a   
 decline in fall in oil production from the North 

  Sea. 

 (1)  Only A  (2)  A and B 

 (3)   A and C  (4)  Only B 

 (5)  All the three

Q.20. What is the author’s motive behind writing the 
passage?

  (1) To urge the world to shed conventional fuels  
 and adopt renewable sources of energy. 

  (2)   To urge world leaders to shed their differences 

  for lasting peace. 

  (3) To suggest to the Indian govt. to make a   
 regional south Asian alliance for energy   
 security. 

  (4) To present an academic analysis of the  
 changing geopolitical scenario on account of  
 a changing trend in oil and gas production.

  (5) To urge investors to hedge their investments  
 in oil companies according to the changing  
 energy scenario across the globe. 

Q.21.  As per the passage, in the year 2012 which of the 
following country was the largest producer of 
crude oil?

 (1)  Saudi Arab  (2)  America

 (3)   Canada  (4)  Argentina

  (5)  China

Q.22.   What according to the passage is the most similar 
in meaning to the word ‘leveraged’ as used in the 
passage?

 (1) Ratio of company’s capital to its stock. 

 (2) Using force or advantage as a lever for getting  
 a benefit.  

 (3) Extended 

  (4) Managed 

  (5) Set aside 

Q.23.   What according to the passage is the most similar 
in meaning to the word ‘Ambivalent’ as used in 
the passage?

 (1)  Quick fix (2)  Authoritative   

 (3)   Sluggish   (4)  Cautious  

 (5)  Not taking any sides 

Q.24. Which of the following statement/s is/are TRUE 
in context to 'Trans- Pacific Partnership'?

 (1) The TPP is intended to be a ‘High Standard’  
 trade agreement aimed to address contemporary  
 trade issues through the establishment of a   
 Trans-Pacific Free Trade Agreement. 

 (2) The TPP's current membership includes  
 Australia, Brunei, Chile, Canada, Malaysia,  
 Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, the  
 United States and Vietnam. 

 (3) The US has simultaneously been involved   
 in negotiations for a ‘Trans-Pacific   
 Partnership’ since 2012. 

  (4)  Both 1 and 2

 (5)  Both 2 and 3 

Q.25.   What according to the passage is the most opposite 
in meaning to the word ‘feverishly’ as used in the 
passage?

 (1)  Enthusiastically   (2)  Calmly 

 (3)   Zealously  (4)  Suddenly

  (5)  Amazingly 

Q.26-35.   Read the following passage carefully and answer 
the questions given below it. Certain words   have 
been printed in bold to help you locate them while 
answering some questions.

 India needs more banks. There’s no question about 
that. That’s the only way to generate financial 
inclusion in a country where banking penetration, 
defined as the percentage of population with a 
bank account, is to touch 60%. Compare that with 
the near 100% penetration in the West and over 
90% in Brazil, and you get the picture.

 And financial inclusion, the stated goal of the 
government, will remain a pipedream unless the 
banking sector expands exponentially to include 
every adult in India.
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 The Rangarajan Committee defined financial 
inclusion as “the process of ensuring access to 
financial services and timely and adequate credit 
where needed by vulnerable groups such as weaker 
sections and low-income groups at an affordable 
cost.”

 So, the news that more than two dozen of India’s 
leading corporate houses, financial services 
companies, non-banking financial companies, 
public sector firms and India Post have applied for 
licences to set up new banks is a welcome one.

 But here, we must temper our enthusiasm for 
financial inclusion with some caution. Ownership 
of banks by corporate houses should not become a 
licence for crony capitalism.

 It is to preclude just this possibility that the US and 
South Korea bar industrial houses from owning 
banks. Japan discourages such cross-ownership.

 In Britain, Germany, France, Brazil and South 
Africa, however, corporate houses are allowed to 
set up and run banks.

 In India, the Reserve Bank of India has a long and 
distinguished history of robust, responsible and 
successful supervision of the banking sector.

 It can, by law, supersede the board of any bank 
to ensure, among other things, the security of 
depositors’ funds. So, there is every reason to be 
confident that, by and large, India’s new banks, 
which will come into existence from 2014 onwards, 
will deliver on their mandate.

 The new private sector banks that will come into 
existence from next year will surely improve 
financial inclusion. Competition changed the game 
in telecom and aviation.

 There’s every reason to expect it to do the same in 
banking.

Q.26.   Which of the following is/are the goal of financial 
inclusion?

 (A) Providing statement for every financial   
 transaction done

 (B) Providing credit to the deserving sections of  
 the society at reasonable cost

 (C) Providing universal access to financial services

 (1)  Only A  (2)  Only B 

 (3)   Only C  (4)  Only A and B 

 (5)  Only B and C 

Q.27.  Why has the author compared the banking 
penetration in India to that of other countries?

 (1) To explain that other countries are still far   
 behind in terms of banking facilities. 

 (2) To show that like India other countries too   
 have made significant progress in terms of   
 banking facilities 

 (3) To prove that people in other countries are not  
 aware of the advantage of banking 

 (4) To prove that India needs to increase banking  
 penetration to make financial inclusion   
 possible 

 (5) The reason is not clear in the passage

Q.28.   In which of the following countries, corporate 
houses are allowed to set up and run banks?

 (A)  France               (B)  Germany

 (C)  Sweden (D)  South Africa

 (E)  Britain

 (1)  Only B and E   (2)   Only C and D 

 (3)   All except C  (4)  All except E 

 (5)  All of the above 

Q.29.  Why is author not in the favour of Ownership of 
banks by corporate houses?

 (1) Corporate houses, generally, fail to keep   
 adequate staff to ensure smooth functioning of  
 the bank 

 (2) Corporate houses remain busy in profit-making  
 and ignore customer satisfaction 

 (3) Corporate houses are barred by the law to open  
 banks 

 (4) Only 2 and 3 

  (5) Not mentioned in the passage 

 Q.30.  Which of the following is FALSE in the context of 
the passage?

 (1)   India has adequate number of banks   
 functioning for a long time 
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  (2) Reserve Bank Of India has remained very strict 

  in the supervision of the banking sector 

 (3) Credit is provided to weaker sections and low- 
 income groups, under financial inclusion. 

 (4) Banking penetration is the percentage of   
 population with a bank account. 

 (5) All of the above 

Q.31.  Which of the following institutions have applied for 
licenses to set up new banks except-

 (1)  Non-banking financial companies 

 (2)  Public sector firms 

 (3)   Chit fund companies 

 (4)  Leading corporate houses 

 (5)  India post 

Q.32.   Choose the word most SIMILAR in meaning to the 
word printed in bold, as used in the passage.

 Robust

 (1)  Strict (2)  Humorous 

 (3)   Flexible  (4)  Fit 

 (5)  Straight

Q.33.   Choose the word most SIMILAR in meaning to the 
word printed in bold, as used in the passage.

 Temper 

 (1)  Define  (2)  Shock 

 (3)   Question  (4)  Curb 

 (5)  Satisfy 

Q.34.   Choose the word which is most nearly the 
OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in bold 
as used in the passage.

 Exponentially

 (1)  Digitally  (2)  Finally

 (3)   Hopefully  (4)  Quarterly

 (5)  Marginally 

Q.35.    Choose the word which is most nearly the 
OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in bold 
as used in the passage.

 Discourages 

 (1)  Threatens  (2)  Aims

 (3)   Welcomes  (4)  Disturbs 

 (5)  Eliminates 

Q.36-40.  Read the following passage carefully and answer 
the questions given below it certain words are given 
in bold to help you locate them while answering the 
questions.

 Vodafone has released a new campaign with its old 
pug. The first film of the campaign opens on a boy 
looking at a girl who is sitting on a swing in a park. 
The girl and boy are stealing glances at each other, 
hoping to talk to each other. The pug then finally 
comes to the boy's rescue by taking the girl's scarf 
and giving it to him. The girl then finally walks 
up to the guy. The film closes with the brand's 
positioning - Instant connections'. Not really. It is a 
sweet take on adolescent crushes but it doesn't have 
a great appeal and doesn't really inspire a second 
viewing, which is quite unusual for a Vodafone 
commercial. 

Q.36.  What is "Instant Connections"?

 (1)  A film  

 (2)  An add film 

 (3)   New connection of Vodafone 

 (4)   The first film of Vodafone 

  (5)  None of these 

Q.37.  The old pug is

 (1)  A new Vodafone add stunt  

 (2)  The old script of Vodafone's adds  

 (3)   A boy 

  (4)  A girl  

  (5)  None of these 

Q.38.  With reference to the passage, the following 
assumptions have been made.

 1.  The same idea for advertising does not always  
 necessarily work.

 2.   It is surprising for Vodafone to know that its  
 pug campaign could not be successful.

 Which of the above assumptions is/are the most 
appropriate ? 

 (1)  Only 2  (2)  Both 1 and 2  
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  (3)   Only 1  (4)  Neither 1 nor 2

 (5)  Either 1 or 2  

Q.39.  Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 
in meaning as the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage. 

 stealing glances

 (1)  teasing  (2)  looking 

 (3)   noticing   (4)  watching

 (5)  helping 

Q.40.  Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 
in meaning as the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage. 

 rescue 

  (1)  hindrance  (2)  impediment 

 (3)   relief  (4)  help

 (5)  co-operation 

Q.41-50. Read the following passage carefully and answer 
the questions given below it certain words are given 
in bold to help you locate them while answering 
some of the questions.

 The music industry in India as well as globally 
continues to be plagued by piracy  leading to a fall 
in the price of CDs which subsequently leads to a 
decline in revenues, as the falling prices are not 
compensated by increasing volumes. The high cost 
of acquisition of film music and the low priority 
accorded to the sectoral issues by the authorities 
have also contributed to the relative stagnation of 
the music industry. Global majors have recently 
taken a number of revenue enhancing and cost 
cutting steps that they expect will lead to a recovery 
of the global music industry. 

 While CD sales are on the decline, it is ‘mobile 
music’ and digital distribution of music that 
continue to be the key growth drivers of  the 
industry so much so that it is estimated that they 
will soon overtake the conventional music industry 
in terms of revenues.

 The trend of an increasing popularity and market 
for non-film music has continued with several non-
film albums and remixes released during the year. 
Music videos, also, continue to grow in popularity 

especially as they are available on more platforms 
other than music channels on television such as on 
the internet or on ipods. 

 Despite this, the Indian music industry still has a 
much higher dependency on the film industry than 
its global counterparts. 

 The entertainment segment accounts for 67 percent 
of the animation development market in India, 
with a number of companies catering exclusively 
to this segment. This share is expected to decrease 
marginally to 63 percent over the forecast period, 
as news segment of E-education and web-designing 
gain traction but still remain the largest segment for 
animation driven by demand for animated moves 
and television content. 

 Training institutes imparting training in animation 
are slowly improving their training methodologies. 
It is expected that in future these institutes will create 
increasing number of production-ready people. 
The demand for training is increasing in the market 
because of the skilled manpower in the industry. 
Some of the institutes currently conducting course 
in animation are Arena Multimedia, CG Mantra, 
Maya Academy of Advanced Cinematics, National 
Institute of Design, Takshaa and Whistling Woods 
International. Although the current scenario as far 
as human capital development for the animation 
industry is on the upswing, there is potential for 
further improvement.

 Indian training institutes are also starting to engage 
in collaborations with foreign universities to 
improve the quality of their courses. Animaster has 
a collaboration with Algonquin college Canada, 
while Whistling Woods and Picasso animation 
have alliances with Seneca College of Applied Arts 
& Technology, Canada and Centennial College, 
Canada, respectively.  

Q.41.   Which of the following is TRUE in context of the 
passage?

 (1) Training institutes imparting training in   
 animation have already improved their training 

  methodologies. 

 (2) Whistling Woods and Picasso are the name of  
the painting of 19th century.
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 (3) Indian training institutes are collaborating with  
 foreign universities to improve the quality of  
 their courses. 

 (4) Prices of CDs have gone down as a result of  
 piracy and inflation.

 (5) Animation industry is of no use now, as its   
 place has been taken by digital cameras and  
 imaging. 

 Q.42.   Give a suitable title for the passage 

  (1)  A boon or a bane Piracy 

 (2) Training Institutes 

 (3)  Animation Industry and growth in Training  
 Institutes 

  (4) Rise/Fall in sale of CD’s

 (5) Film Industry 

Q.43.  Which of the following is FALSE in context of the 
passage? 

 (1) Arena Multimedia, CG Mantra, Maya  
 Academy of Advanced Cinematic are some  
 schools who have no facility of providing   
 courses in animation 

  (2)  The cost of acquisition of film music is high 

 (3) Globally, companies have taken  many   
 measures to increase revenues of global music  
 industry. 

 (4) The popularity of non-film music has become  
 a trend 

  (5) The entertainment segment accounts for 67  
 percent of the animation development market  
 in India 

Q.44. Why, according to the passage music videos are 
growing in popularity?

  (1) Because the institutes imparting education in  
 animation is increasing day by day 

 (2) Because they are available on many platforms 

 (3) Because of growing impact and threat of   
 piracy and corruption 

 (4) Because of growing popularity of 2G and 3G  
 services 

 (5) Because of recent mergers and acquisitions of  
 so many entertainment and electronics industry 

  Q.45.   What is the author saying regarding the human 
capital development in animation industry?

 (1) That the fall in prices of CD’s is a result of fall 

  in human resources in the industry 

 (2)  That the major courses are being offered in the  
 field of management covering human resources 

 (3) That the current scenario for human capital  
 in this industry in increasing and needs further  
 improvement 

 (4) That the foreign production houses can save up  
 to 70 percent of their costs by outsourcing   
 work to India. 

 (5) That it is deteriorating day by day due to more  
 human capital moving towards other services. 

Q.46.   Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 
in meaning as the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage.

 plagued

  (1)  annoyed  (2)  disturbed 

 (3)   angered  (4)  irritated

 (5)  infected

Q.47.   Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 
in meaning as the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage.

 enhancing

  (1)  minimizing  (2)  worsening

 (3)   lifting  (4)  improving

 (5)  reinforcing 

Q.48.   Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 
in meaning as the word printed in bold as used in 
the passage.

 dependency

 (1)  independence  (2)  assist 

 (3)   aid  (4)  Strength 

 (5)  reliance 

Q.49.   Choose the word which is most nearly the 
OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in 
bold as used in the passage.

 skilled 
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  (1)  adept  (2)  proficient 

 (3)   incompetent  (4)  expert 

 (5)  capable 

Q.50.   Choose the word which is most nearly the 
OPPOSITE in meaning as the word printed in bold 
as used in the passage.

 upswing 

  (1)  boom  (2)  growth 

 (3)   decline  (4)  gain 

 (5)  changes 

 Sentence - Rearrangements
Q.51-55.  Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), (C), 

(D), (E) and (F) in the proper sequence to form a 
meaningful paragraph, then answer the questions 
given below them.

 (A) Just as Internet (e-mail) and mobile phones  
 changed the face of communication. 

 (B) And MP3 technology changed the face of   
 music.

 (C) Digital cinemas are expected to change the   
 face of century-old cinema business.  

 (D) Digital cinema envisages providing a high   
 definition cinematic experience. 

 (E) Digital cameras change the face of imaging.

 (F) Using computer servers, telecom and satellite  
 technology. 

Q.51.  Which of the following will be the FOURTH 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1)  F  (2)  A

 (3)   C  (4)  D

 (5)  E 

Q.52.  Which of the following will be the FIRST sentence 
after rearrangement?

 (1)  A  (2)  E

 (3)   C  (4)  D

  (5)  F 

Q.53.  Which of the following will be the THIRD sentence 
after rearrangement?

  (1)  F   (2)  A 

 (3)   E (4)  D

 (5)  B 

Q.54.  Which of the following will be the LAST (SIXTH) 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1)  A  (2)  F 

 (3)   B  (4)  C 

 (5)  D 

Q.55.  Which of the following will be the SECOND 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1)  A  (2)  B

 (3)   C  (4)  D

 (5)  E 

Q.56-60. Rearrange the following seven sentences (A), (B), 
(C), (D), (E), (F) and (G) in the proper sequence 
to form a meaningful paragraph; then answer the 
questions given below.

 (A) But seriously, how much would you pay to  
 know what thoughts are swimming around in  
 someone else’s head?

 (B) In most fictional movies, thus, the idea of   
 reading minds-of seeing the private intentions  
 of another, and the possibility of intervening in  
 those plans - has always been highly attractive.

 (C) Such fantastic questions have long been the  
 bread and butter of fiction,

 (D) Today, more than four centuries since the   
 phrase, “A penny for your thoughts?”, was   
 first recorded, inflationary accounting makes  
 that ancient penny was worth more than $40.

 (E) The going rate for a “thought”-a probe into the  
 thinking of another-was once quite a bargain.

 (F) And if you could really know their truthfulness,  
 how much more would you pay?

 (G) Even with the sliding value of the dollar, this  
 still seems quite a bargain.

Q.56.  Which of the following should be the SECOND 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1)  F  (2)  D

 (3)   C  (4)  G 

 (5)  B
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Q.57.   Which of the following should be the FOURTH 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1)  A  (2)  B

 (3)   G  (4)  D 

 (5)  F 

Q.58.   Which of the following should be the SIXTH 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1)  F  (2)  G 

 (3)   C  (4)  B 

 (5)  A 

Q.59.   Which of the following should be the SEVENTH 
(Last) sentence after rearrangement?

 (1)  A  (2)  B 

 (3)   C  (4)  D 

 (5)  E 

Q.60.   Which of the following should be the FIRST 
sentence after rearrangement?

 (1)  A  (2)  B 

 (3)   C  (4)  D

 (5)  E

Q.61-65.  Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), (C),  
(D), (E) and (F) in the proper sequence to form a   
meaningful paragraph, then answer the questions 
given below them.

 (A) had prompted some governments to wonder if  
 they were paying too much and caused  
 subsequent review of the subsidies being  
 granted by them to the sector. 

 (B) While cheaper technology does bring  
 renewable energy closer to achieving  
 competitive prices, ironically,

 (C) Global investment in the renewable energy  
 sector fell by 14% in 2013, the BBC reports,  
 citing a study by the United Nations  
 Environment Programme (Unep) and  
 Bloomberg New Energy Finance. 

 (D) The BBC quotes Unep’s Eric Usher as saying  
 that the technology getting cheaper,   
 particularly for solar power, 

 (E) The report attributes the fall in investments 

to technology getting cheaper and energy 
policy remaining foggy, making the fate of such 
investments uncertain.

 (F) Experts believe it could be causing the policy  
 confusion which has shrank investment in the  
 sector. 

Q.61.   Which of the following is the THIRD sentence of 
the arrangement: 

 (1)  B  (2)  E 

 (3)   C  (4)  A  

 (5)  F 

Q.62.   Which of the following is the FIRST sentence of 
the arrangement: 

  (1)  B  (2)  E 

 (3)   C  (4)  A  

 (5)  F 

Q.63.   Which of the following is the FIFTH sentence of 
the arrangement: 

 (1)  B  (2)  D 

 (3)   C  (4)  A  

 (5)  F 

Q.64.   Which of the following is the SIXTH (last) 
sentence of the arrangement: 

 (1)  B  (2)  E 

 (3)   C  (4)  A  

 (5)  F 

Q.65.   Which of the following is the FOURTH (last) 
sentence of the arrangement: 

 (1)  B  (2)  E 

 (3)   C  (4)  A  

 (5)  F 
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Reading Comprehensions
Q.1.(3)  Q.2.(2)  Q.3.(4)
Q.4.(5)  Q.5.(1)  Q.6.(3)
Q.7.(4)  Q.8.(4)  Q.9.(5)
Q.10.(2) Innocuous means harmless.
 For other options:
 Destructive – injurious, devastating
 Inevitable – something which cannot be avoided.
Q.11.(1) Reined means control or restrain which is same as  
 Suppress – restrain, hold in check.
Q.12.(3) In explicable means beyond comprehension which  
 is same as Enigmatic – mysterious, ambiguous
 For other options:
 Faction – dissident or self seeking group.
 Cacophony – unpleasant noise.
 Macabre – gruesome, pertaining to death.
 Torrid – dried up, very hot. 
Q.13.(2) Imperative means necessary or acute which is   
 same as Inessential – unnecessary.
 For other options.
 Exigent – urgent, pressing, acute.
 Narcissism – excessive self-concern.
 Pastel – light literary work.
 Rabid – furious, fanatical.
Q.14.(2) Manifest means clear, obvious which is same as  
 Vague – not definite.
 For other options:
 Unambiguous – apparent
 Labyrinth – maze.
Q.15.(3) Parading means example or model which is same  
 as Atypical – non comforting, different.
 For other options:
 Archetype – typical example.
 Work – in weaving, bend, distort.
Q.16.(3) Solution : The USA and countries are going to  
 increase the production this has been clearly men 
 tioned in the passage. 
Q.17.(2) Solution : India’s approach is ambivalent i.e. filled  
 with caution. 
Q.18.(4) Solution: Statement B is wrong, because no longer  
 will OPEC be able to arbitrarily dictate oil prices  
 in the world. 
Q.19.(4) Solution: Statement B is wrong, because the author  
 fears there will be an opposition to the shale gas  
 exploration draft policy because, there had been  
 opposition to the policy in the case of coal and   
 other fossil fuels. 

Q.20.(4)  Q.21.(2)  Q.22.(2)
Q.23.(4)  Q.24.(4)  Q.25.(2)
Q.26.(5)  Q.27.(4)  Q.28.(3)
Q.29.(5)  Q.30.(1)  Q.31.(3)
Q.32.(1) Strict
 For other options:
 Humorous (adj.)-full of humour
 Fit (adj.)- healthy
Q.33.(4) Curb
Q.34.(5) Marginally
 For other options:
 Quarterly (adv.)- once in three months
Q.35.(3) Welcomes
 For other options:
 Eliminates (v)- removes
Q.36.(5)  Q.37.(5)  Q.38.(3) 
Q.39.(2)  Q.40.(4)  Q.41.(3)
Q.42.(3)  Q.43.(1)  Q.44.(2)
Q.45.(3) The correct sequence is CABEDF.
Q.46.(2) plagued have means disturbed for other options.
  - annoyed means made angry
  - angered is the same as annoyed.
  - infected – affected or contaminated with disease  
 producing germ/ to corrupt or affect morally. 
Q.47.(4) Solution: Enhancing means improving 
  For other options.
 - minimizing and worsening are opposites of   
 enhancing means it is inappropriate here lifting to  
 raise or direct in case of revenue. Upward.
 - reinforcing – to strengthen, make forcible or ef  
 fective. 
Q.48.(5) Solution: dependency means being dependent on  
 something so its close synonym is reliance which  
 means relying and trustful dependence on some  
 thing.
Q.49.(3) Solution: Skilled means competent and adept to   
 perform a task so its antonym is incompetent. 
Q.50.(3) Solution:  upswing refers to a boom or growth in  
 something its antonym is decline. 

Sentence Rearrangements
Q.51.(5)  Q.52.(3)  Q.53.(5)
Q.54.(2)  
Q.55.(1) Solution:  The correct sequence is CABEDF.
Q.56.(2)  Q.57.(1)  Q.58.(3)
Q.59.(2)  Q.60.(5)  Q.61.(1)
Q.62.(3)  Q.63.(2)  Q.64.(4)
Q.65.(5) The Correct sequence is: CEBFDA

ANSWER KEY
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