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Dear Aspirants,
 We feel delighted to present to you the "October 2020" edition of "Master in Current Affairs". MICA is a 
comprehensive magazine focused on both the intellectual and competitive nature of learning. Apart from the competitive 
edge, MICA is intended to provide you with a vision of self-enhancement. MICA includes highly acclaimed sections such 
as, Newsletters, News Diary, One Liner, World of English, which are directly related to your preparation for competitive 
examinations. Chalte - Chalte is one of the most steering elements of MICA on the go, which is mentioned below every 
page. This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the important issues of this 
month which may play a vital role in the forthcoming examination. The important topics covered in this edition are: 
COVID-19 Pandemic: Economic Impact: - The COVID-19 pandemic has had far-reaching consequences beyond the 
spread of the disease itself and efforts to quarantine it. Because the SARS-CoV-2 virus has spread round the globe, 
concerns have shifted from supply-side manufacturing issues to decreased business within the services sector. 
Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat: - Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat was announced by Hon'ble Prime Minister on 31st October, 
2015 on the occasion of the 140th birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Subsequently, the Finance Minister 
announced the initiative in his Budget Speech for 2016-17. 
National Recruitment Agency: - The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the 
proposal to set up the National Recruitment Agency (NRA), marking a paradigm shift in government recruitment. 
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund: - Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a new Central Sector Scheme of 
financing facility under the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund of Rs. 1 Lakh Crore. 
China: Bubonic Plague at Door: - Authorities in the Chinese region of Inner Mongolia have sealed off a 
village after a resident there died from bubonic plague, a centuries-old disease responsible for the most 
deadly pandemic in human history.
In this edition as a wish for your bright and prosperous future we are providing “CRP PO PRE 
MODEL PAPER” and “BIHAR SI PREVIOUS PAPER” for your self-assessment. You can also 
test your Current Affairs by visiting the Quiz Time section for self-assessment, which includes 
all possible multiple-choice questions from the current affairs of this month. To serve you 
better we will diligently serve you our level best with various new topics and news that is 
important from the examination point of view.

Best of luck for your exams.
Your suggestions will be highly valuable and welcomed.

 
 With Best Wishes
 Editor : N.K. Jain                                        “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
"A man is not poor without a rupee but a man is really poor without a 

dream and ambition."

 - Swami Vivekananda
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Senior IPS officers B Satheesh Balan and Ashwin Shenvi have been appointed as Deputy 

Inspector General and Superintendent of Police respectively in the CBI.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  : S.K. Ramasubramani
Mother’s Name : R. Chitralekha
Hobbies  :  Drawing and Reading
Prior Selection  :  None
Name of the Exam : Union Bank of India
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 2641003977
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : CBT2121453597

K.R. Hemalatha Salni

MICA : Mahendra's family 
expresses its heartfelt 
congratulations on your 
success.

Hemalatha : Thank You!

MICA : To whom do you want 
to give the credit of 
your selection?

Hemalatha : My parents and family.

MICA : After how many 
attempts did you 
succeed in this 
examination?

Hemalatha : It was my 5th Attempt.

MICA : What is the role of 
Mahendra's institute in 
your selection?

Hemalatha : Notes from Mahendra's 
and guidance from 
faculties were more 
than enough.

MICA : How did you prepare 
for the examination?

Hemalatha : 

English Language
Reading newspaper and attempting 

quiz.

Reasoning Ability
Online material and mock tests.

Numerical Ability
Online Apps and Books provided by 

Mahendras.

General Awareness
Monthly magazine and daily 

newspaper.

Computer & Marketing
Mahendra's notes were enough.

MICA : What would you say 
about “Master in Current 
Affairs” Magazine 
(MICA) and Mahendra 
Guru Website?

Hemalatha : It helped me to be upto 
date with recent news 
and to get materials for 
studies.

MICA : What is the best thing 
about our coaching 
institute, according to 
you?

Hemalatha : Inspiration staffs and 
excellent materials.

MICA : What is the role of 

“Time Management” in 
one’s success?

Hemalatha : It is the most important 
thing for success.

MICA : How did you prepare 
for the Interview?

Hemalatha : Referring various 
mock interviews and 
in detailed study about 
banking terms.

MICA : Tell us about the 
Interview Board and the 
questions asked?

Hemalatha : Most of the questions 
were from banking 
basics and few were 
very detailed about 
current affairs.

The questions asked were:

I.  What are types of deposits and 
loans.

II.  What is POS and Micro ATM.

III.  What is export and name few 
export agencies.

IV.  What is RTGS, NEFT and IMPS.

IV.  What is a nominee in the bank 
account and is he a legal entity.

MICA : From whom did you get 
information about your 
selection and what was 
your reaction?

Hemalatha : I saw in website and 
was very happy.

MICA : What message do you 
want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Hemalatha : Always be determined 
and stick to the goal.

MICA : Congratulations! once 
again on your success. 
Your success is our 
success.

Hemalatha : Thank You!
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ONE liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Recently Riva Ganguly Das was appointed by the 
Government as the Secretary East, in the Ministry 
of External Affairs, she is the High Commissioner to 
which country? - Bangladesh

 # Recently who has been appointed by Tata AIA Life 
Limited as its Managing Director & Chief Executive 
Officer? - Naveen Tahilyani

 # Recently Michael Martin has been elected as new Prime 
Minister of which country? - Ireland

 # Recently who has been given the additional charge of 
Madhya Pradesh as its Governor?   
 - Anandiben Patel

 # Recently who has taken over as the new Inspector 
General of BSF's south Bengal frontier?   
 - Ashwini Kumar Singh

 # Recently Lazarus Chakwera has become the new President 
of which country? - Malawi

 # Recently Gudni Th. Johannesson has been re-elected 
as the President of which country?   
 - Iceland

 # Recently who has taken charge as the new Chief 
Executive Officer of Central Board of Films 
Certification? - Ravinder Bhakar

 # Recently who has taken charge as the new chairman of 
Indian Oil Corporation? - Shrikant Madhav  
  Vaidya

 # Recently who has taken over as the new director of 
state-owned gas utility GAIL (India) Ltd.?  
 - E S Ranganathan

 # Recently Edouard Philippe has resigned from his post, 
he was the Prime Minister of which country?   
 - France

 # Recently Andrzej Duda has been re-elected as the President 
of which country? - Poland

 # Recently Padma Shri award winning veteran Gujarati 
journalist, columnist, writer and political analyst 
Nagindas Sanghvi has passed away, in which year he was 
awarded by Padma Shri? - 2019

The Director-General of Railway Protection Force, Arun Kumar, has been nominated as the 
vice-chairman of the Security Platform of the Paris-based International Union of Railways.

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

AWARDS

 # Recently who was honoured with President’s Award in 
Singapore for Nurses for serving on the frontline during 
the COVID-19 pandemic? - Kala Narayanasamy

 # Recently NTPC Ltd has been awarded with the 
prestigious CII-ITC Sustainability Award 2019, who is 
the Chairman and MD of NTPC?   
 - Gurdeep Singh

 # Recently which IIT has developed an Ultraviolet (UV) 
sanitizing device named Smartphone operated Handy 
Ultraviolet Disinfection Helper (SHUDH)?  
 - IIT Kanpur

 # Recently who has won the 2020 Dada Saheb Phalke 
Award for documentary named “Chi Lupo”?   
 - Kezang D Thongdok

 # Recently who has been honored with the Lifetime 
achievement award of Mohun Bagan Athletic Club? 
 - Ashok Kumar

 # Recently who has been awarded by the Gulbenkian 
Prize for Humanity? - Greta Thunberg

 # Recently who has been conferred with the first Prof. P 
C Mahalanobis Award in Official Statistics for lifetime 
achievements? - C. Rangarajan

 # Recently the Khadi and Village Industries Commission 
(KVIC) launched its first footwear training center in 
which city? - New Delhi

 # Recently in which city Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun 
Munda inaugurated e-Symposium on Handicrafts? 
 - Shillong

 # Recently who has launched the web portal of the Garib 
Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan? - Narendra Singh Tomar

 # Recently who has inaugurated ‘Aatma Nirbhar Uttar Pradesh 
Rojgar Abhiyan’, the largest employment generating 
program in the country? - Narendra Modi

 # Recently “Pradhan Mantri Gareeb Kalyan Anna 
Yojana” has been extended till which month?  
 - 44136
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NATIONAL & STATE

Senior bureaucrat Rajesh Bhushan has been appointed health secretary as part of a minor 
top-level bureaucratic reshuffle.

 # Recently the Tribal Cooperative Marketing 
Development Federation of India has signed Tripartite 
MoU with which IIT and Vijnana Bharati under Unnat 
Bharat Abhiyan of Ministry of Human Resource 
Development? - IIT Delhi

 # Recently who was named by the United Nation chief to 
the new advisory group? - Archana Soreng

 # Recently Power Finance Corporation, PFC, a 
PSU under the Ministry of Power has signed an 
agreement with which IIT for Training, Research, 
and Entrepreneurship Development in Smart Grid 
Technology? - IIT Kanpur

 # Recently which Union Minister inaugurated CII 
National Digital conference on Ease of Doing Business 
for Atmanirbhar Bharat? - Piyush Goyal

 # Recently which country has launched the underground 
Ballistic Missiles during ‘Great Prophet 14’ military 
exercise? - Iran

 # Which district of Chhattisgarh has topped the list of 
aspirational districts in Overall Delta Ranking by 
government think-tank Niti Aayog for the February-
June 2020 period? - Bijapur

 # Recently Coal India has tied-up with NLC India Ltd 
to develop solar and thermal power assets, who is the 
Chairman and MD of Coal India?   
 - Pramod Agrawal

 # Recently Indian Coast Guard & which country Coast 
Guard have signed MoU to boost maritime relations? 
 - Indonesia

 # Recently ‘Digital Haat’ platform has been launched by 
which country? - Bangladesh

 # Recently Prime Minister has e-Inaugurated 750 MW 
Asia’s Largest Solar Power Plant in which city?  
 - Rewa

 # Recently Rajnath Singh has inaugurated how many 
bridges in the border areas close to Line of Control 
(LoC) in J&K? - 6

 # Recently which Union Minister has launched the 
piloting of the paperless National Transit Pass 
System? - Prakash Javadekar

 # Recently which institute has developed ‘Veli Band’ for 
ensuring social distancing? - IIM Kozhikode

 # Recently ‘Macadamisation program’ was launched by 
which State/UT to improve the roads?   
 - Jammu & Kashmir

 # Which state has become the first state in India where 
100% households have LPG gas connections?  
 - Himachal Pradesh

 # Government of India, Government of Tamil Nadu and which 
organization have signed an agreement for two projects of 
worth $250 million? - World Bank

 # Recently the 36th edition of the biannual ASEAN 
Summit 2020 was held via video conferencing in 
which country? - Vietnam

 # Recently the Government of India has declared the 
entire Nagaland as “disturbed area” for how many 
months? - 6 months

 # Recently which IIT has developed an Artificial 
Intelligence-based deep learning tool for detection of 
Covid-19 from Chest X-ray images?   
 - IIT Gandhinagar

 # The Defense Acquisition Council (DAC) has recently 
approved a proposal to acquire how many new fighter 
aircraft from Russia? - 33

 # Recently which Indian institute of technology has 
started a startup, which has developed a portable 
hospital? - IIT Madras

 # Which State/UT has launched the portal named as 
“Rozgar Bazar recently? - Delhi

 # Recently how much amount was approved by NABARD 
to Andaman and Nicobar Islands?   
- - Rs 44 lakhs

 # Recently the ministry of shipping has approved Rs. 107 
crores for modern firefighting facilities in Haldia Dock 
complex of which port? - Kolkata Port

 # Recently Minister for Power, New and Renewable 
Energy, RK Singh inaugurated India’s first public 
Electric Vehicle charging plaza in which city?  
 - New Delhi

 # Recently which state government has launched a relief 
scheme “Nekara Samman Yojane” for weavers?  
 - Karnataka

 # Recently which state government has launched “Navin 
Rojgar Chhatri Yojana” for all-round development of 
the Scheduled Castes? - Uttar Pradesh

 # Recently which state government has included 
Transgender Community under Madhu Babu Pension 
Yojana? - Odisha

 # Recently which State/UT Cabinet has approved 
‘Mukhya Mantri Ghar Ghar Ration Yojana’?   
 - Delhi

 # Recently which state has launched ‘Balram’ scheme to 
provide credit to 7 lakh landless farmers?   
 - Odisha
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FINANCIAL AWARENESS

 # Recently Intel Capital has bought how much equity 
stake in Reliance Jio? - 0.0039

 # Which country has become the largest Foreign Direct 
Investor in the United Kingdom in 2019?  
 - United States

 # Recently the Reserve Bank of India has signed an 
agreement for extending a $400-million currency swap 
facility to which country? - Sri Lanka

 # Recently which bank has joined hands with Uniken for 
Omni-channel security? - Bank of Maharashtra

 # Recently how much amount was approved by Asian 
Development Bank to India from its Asia Pacific 
Disaster Response Fund to further support the 
government’s emergency response to COVID-19 
pandemic? - USD 3 million

 # Recently Digital wallet company, MobiKwik has 
launched “mpay.me” UPI link service that allows users 
to send and receive money from any UPI payment app, 
where is headquarter of MobiKwik located?   
 - Guru gram

 # Recently IRCTC has launched a co-branded contactless 
credit card on RuPay platform with which bank?  
 - State Bank of India

 # Recently which bank has launched a digital solution, 
‘Loan in Seconds’ for instant disbursement of retail 
loans? - Yes Bank

 # ‘Bhavishya’ savings account has been launched by which 
Payments Bank recently? - Fino Payments Bank  
  Limited

 # World Bank to provide how much amount to enhance 
support for rejuvenating River Ganga?   
 - 400 million dollars

 # Recently which private sector bank has entered into a 
partnership with Star Health and Allied Insurance Co 
to provide a wide range of health insurance options to 
its customers?? - Karur Vysya Bank

 # Recently which bank partnered with Mastercard to 
facilitate real-time domestic & cross-border payments 
& remittances through ‘Mastercard Send’?  
 - SBM Bank

 # Recently which IIT has tied-up with a multinational 
technology company, NVIDIA to establish India’s 1st 
‘NVIDIA AI Technology Centre’ (NVAITC)?  
 - IIT Hyderabad

 # Recently Visa has tied-up with which bank to launch 
“Visa Secure” to the bank’s cardholders?  
 - Federal Bank

Express logistics firm Gati has appointed Shashi Kiran Shetty, the founder-chairman of 
Allcargo Logistics which controls the former after a merger, as its chairman.

 # Indian Weightlifting Federation (IWF) has recently 
banned the use of equipment of which country?  
 - China

 # Recently who has chaired the 49th Governing Council 
Meeting of National Productivity Council?   
 - Piyush Goyal

 # According to S&P global ratings what will be India’s 
GDP growth in 2020? - 0.05

 # Who has been honoured with the “Top Publicist” award 
in the Global Humanitarian Awards 2020 recently? 
 - Sachin Awasthi

 # What is the rank of Mukesh Ambani in the world’s 
richest person list, as per Bloomberg Billionaires Index 
released on July 14, 2020? - 6th

 # What is the rank of Mukesh Ambani in the world’s 
richest person list, as per Hurun’s research?  
 - 5th

 # Recently India has signed agreements with which 
country to expand their collaboration in dealing with 
cyber threats? - Israel

 # Recently Pakistan and which country have signed an 
agreement for the 700 MW Azad Pattan hydel power 
project on the Jhelum river in Sudhoti district of Pakistan 
Occupied Kashmir? - China

 # What is the rank of India in the Global Manufacturing 
Risk Index 2020? - Third

 # Recently which country teamed up with India for joint 
investment projects in Asia and Africa?   
 - Russia

 # Recently SpaceX has successfully launched the first 
military satellite “ANASIS-II” of which county?  
 - South Korea

 # Indian Navy has conducted a Passage Exercise (PASSEX), 
a high-end joint naval exercise with which country in the 
Indian Ocean? - US

 # Recently which country was granted Observer status 
by the World Trade Organization General Council? 
 - Turkmenistan

 # According to an annual report from UK-based 
Comparitech which Indian city has ranked 16th among 
World's Top 20 Surveilled Cities?   
 - Hyderabad

 # Under the World Health Organization anti-tuberculosis 
programme, India extended medical assistance worth 
$1 million to which country recently?   
 - North Korea

INTERNATIONAL
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SPORTS

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

 # Government of India is celebrated National Statistics 
day on which date on the birth anniversary of Prof. P C 
Mahalanobis? - 29th June

 # On the birth and death anniversary of Bidhan Chandra 
Roy National Doctor’s Day is celebrated in India every 
year on which date? - 1st July

 # Recently who has virtually released a book titled 
“Future of Higher Education – Nine Mega Trends“? 
 - M Venkaiah Naidu

 # Which edition of foundation day of NABARD was 
celebrated on July 12, 2020? - 39th

 # Every year, World Youth Skills Day is celebrated on 
which date? - 15th July

 # Every year World Day for International Justice is 
observed on which date? - 17th July

 # Every year World Chess Day is observed by the United 
Nations on which date? - 20th July

 # Kargil Vijay Diwas is observed every year on which 
date? - 26th July

 # Which edition of Raising Day of Central Reserve 
Police Force was observed on 27 July 2020?  
 - 82nd

 # Every year “World Hepatitis Day” is observed by the 
World Health Organization on which date?  
 - 28th July

 # Which country has celebrated its 55th Independence 
day on 26th July? - Maldives

 # Dharma Chakra Day was celebrated by the International 
Buddhist Confederation under the aegis of Ministry of 
Culture on which date? - 4th July

 # Recently former footballer Mario Gomez has 
announced his retirement from the sport, he is related 
to which country? - Germany

 #  Footballer Mile Jedinak has announced his retirement 
from the sport, he is related to which country?  
 - Australia

 # Recently Brett Lee has been signed by SportsAdda as 
the brand ambassador, Brett Lee is related to which 
sports? - Cricket

 # FIFA World Cup 2022 will be organised in which 
country? - Qatar

 # Recently who has won the Formula-1 Hungarian 
Grand Prix 2020? - Lewis Hamilton

 # Recently World Cup winner, Andre Schurrle has 
announced retirement from the football, he is related 
to which country? - Germany

 # Recently Leicester City striker, Jamie Vardy has bagged 
the Premier Leagues Golden Boot football award, he is 
related to which country? - England

 # Recently who has become India’s 66th Chess 
Grandmaster? - G Akash

 # Recently who has won the formula one season-opening 
Austrian Grand Prix? - Valtteri Bottas

 # Recently Andrei Demanov was suspended for doping 
in July 2020, he is associated with which sport?  
 - Weightlifting

 # Who has won the Styrian Grand Prix 2020 at the Red 
Bull Ring in Austria? - Lewis Hamilton

 # The 4th edition of the Khelo India Youth Games will 
be hosted by which state? - Haryana

Air Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari has been appointed as the new commander-in-chief of 
the Indian Air Force's Western Air Command.

 # Recently which country has conducted a successful 
flight test of an MGTD-20 gas turbine 3D-printed 
aircraft engine? - Russia

 # Recently which country has launched a new commercial 
telecommunication satellite “APSTAR-6D” by a Long 
March-3B carrier rocket from the southwestern Xichang 
Satellite Launch Center? - China

 # Recently which IIT has developed the world’s most 
affordable COVID-19 Diagnostic Kit “Corosure”? 
 - IIT Delhi

 # Recently which country has successfully launched 
“Tianwen-1” its first independent mission to Mars? 
 - China

 # Recently a mission titled as “Hope” has been launched to 
“Mars” by which country? - United Arab Emirates

 # Recently which IIT has developed rapid diagnostic 
device to detect COVID-19 infection within one 
hour? - IIT Kharagpur

 # Recently which country has launched new high-
resolution mapping satellite Ziyuan-III 03 from 
Shanxi? - China

 # Recently who has launched India’s first social media super 
application, “Elyments”? - M.Venkiah Naidu

 # Recently “Unisaviour”, a disinfection box has been 
developed by researchers of which IIT?   
 - IIT Roorkee

 #  Recently which country has successfully launched “Ofek 
16” spy satellite into space? - Israel
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ABBREVIAtIONS ImPORtANt DAYS AND DAtES

ECONOmIC GlOSSARY BOOKS & AUtHORS

01

03

05

02

04

Economic Contraction 

An economic contraction is a fall in 
GDP. That includes a fall in personal 
income, industrial production, and 
retail sales. It increases unemployment 
rates. Companies stop hiring to save 
money due to lower demand. Later, 
they start laying off workers, sending 
unemployment rates higher. It's one of 
the four phases of the business cycle, 
also known as the boom and bust cycle. 
It is caused by a loss in confidence 
which lowers demand.  

Investors sell shares, prices moves 
downward and reducing financing 
for large corporations. Businesses 
cut spending, then lay off workers. 
That lowers consumer spending, 
which creates business losses and 
unemployment.  

A contraction ends when prices fall 
enough to attract renewed demand. 
Central bank monetary policy and 
government fiscal policy can control 
a contraction more quickly. They 
will lower interest rates and taxes, 
and increase the money supply and 
spending.  These policies helps in 
supplying the best unemployment 
solutions.

1 October International Day of Older Persons 
2 October International Day of Non-Violence 
5 October World Teachers’ Day 
9 October World Post Day  
11 October International Day of the Girl Child  
15 October International Day of Rural Women  
16 October World Food Day  
24 October United Nations Day 
31 October World Cities Day

NEP : National Education Policy
SVAYEM : Swami Vivekananda Assam Youth Empowerment 

Yojana
HSTDV : Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator Vehicle 
CEPI : Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations 
DPIIT : Department for Promotion of Industry and 

Internal Trade 
AITA : All India Tennis Association
BRAP : Business Reform Action Plan
IFFI : International Film Festival of India

DISLOYAL : A MEMOIR

A BRUTAL HAND

THIS TIME NExT YEAR

ONE ARRANGED 
MARRIAGE MURDER

KLARA AND THE SUN

:- Michael Cohen

:- Kazuo Ishiguro

:- Chetan Bhagat

:- Sophie Cousens

:- Ravi Subramanian

Tata Motors-owned Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) said Thierry Bollore has been appointed as 
the company's CEO with effect from September 10.
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decades of experience in the banking industry and served in 
various capacities in different geographies and has hands-on 
experience in retail and corporate banking.
The post of the MD and CEO at IOB had fell 
vacant after the superannuation of Karnam 
Sekar, who retired on June 30, 2020.

David Rubin

David Rubin has been reelected 
as the president of the 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences (AMPAS).
This will be the second one-year 
term for Rubin, who earlier in the 
day was nominated for an Emmy 
for his casting work on HBO series 
Big Little Lies.
Rubin had succeeded 
cinematographer John Bailey as the Film Academy president 
in 2019, becoming the first casting director to head the film 
body that hosts the Oscars every year.
In addition to his second term as president, this will mark his 
eighth year as a governor representing the casting directors 
branch, according to The Hollywood Reporter.
Academy board members may serve up to three consecutive 
three-year terms, while officers serve one-year terms, with a 
maximum of four consecutive years in any one office.
Early last month, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences and the ABC Television Network said that the 93rd 
Academy Awards will now be held 25 April, 2021, eight 
weeks later than originally planned because of the coronavirus 
pandemic’s effects on the movie industry.  
The Governors Awards gala, which usually 
takes place in the fall has been postponed to 
an unspecified date. However, the Academy is 
yet to announce the format of the 93rd Oscars.

Dinesh Kumar Batra

Mr Dinesh Batra is an alumnus 
of Harcourt Butler Technical 

University (HBTU), Kanpur, 
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade 
(IIFT), Delhi, and Management 
Development Institute, Gurgaon. 
Mr Dinesh Batra joined BEL at 
its Ghaziabad Unit in 1984 and in 
a career spanning over three and 
half decades, served the Company 
in various capacities in Ghaziabad, 
Delhi, Pune and Bengaluru. Prior to his elevation as Director 

Riva Ganguly Das

The Appointments Committee 
of the Cabinet (ACC) has 

approved the appointment of Riva 
Ganguly Das (IFS) as Secretary 
(East) in the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA). According to an 
order issued on July 23, she has 
been appointed to the post upon 
the superannuation of Vijay Thakur 
Singh (IFS) on September 30. 
Das is an Indian Foreign Service 
(IFS) officer of 1986 batch. Currently, she is serving as High 
Commissioner to Bangladesh.
Das is a senior Indian diplomat who belongs to the Indian 
Foreign Service. She is the incumbent High Commissioner 
of India to Bangladesh and the former Director-General of 
the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, an autonomous 
organisation of the government. She obtained a postgraduate 
degree in Political Science from the University of Delhi in 
1984. She later taught Political Science at the University of 
Delhi.
She joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1986. Her first posting 
abroad was in Spain, where she learnt Spanish in Madrid. 
Thereafter, she worked at the Ministry of 
External Affairs in New Delhi, handling 
external publicity, Nepal and the passport 
and visa matter. She also headed the Cultural 
Wing of the Indian High Commission in 
Dhaka. 

Partha Pratim Sengupta

Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) 
said Partha Pratim Sengupta 

has been appointed as its new 
managing director and chief 
executive. “The government as 
per its notification…has appointed 
Partha Pratim Sengupta, deputy 
managing director, State Bank of 
India (SBI), as MD & CEO, Indian 
Overseas Bank with effect from the 
date of assumption of office,” IOB 
said in a regulatory filing.
His appointment will be up to date of attaining the age of 
superannuation, December 31, 2022 or until further orders, 
whichever is earlier, it added.
Sengupta, 57, prior to his elevation of deputy managing 
director of SBI, was the chief general manager at the country’s 
largest lender’s Kolkata circle. He has more than three 

Fintech platform Pine Labs has appointed Nitish Asthana as their President and COO.
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administered the oath of office 
and secrecy by Arvind Saxena, the 
outgoing chairman of the UPSC, 
according to an official statement.
Joshi joined the Commission as its 
member on May 12, 2015. Prior to 
joining the Commission, he was 
the chairman of the Chhattisgarh 
Public Service Commission and 
the Madhya Pradesh Public Service 
Commission, the statement issued 
by the UPSC said. He also served as the Director of National 
Institute of Educational Planning and Administration (NIEPA) 
here, it said.
His tenure as the chairman of the UPSC will be till May 12, 
2021, an official said. With his appointment as the chairman, 
there is a vacancy of a member in the UPSC. 
At present, Bhim Sain Bassi, Air Marshal 
A S Bhonsle (retired), Sujata Mehta, Manoj 
Soni, Smita Nagaraj, M Sathiyavathy, Bharat 
Bhushan Vyas, T C A Anant and Rajiv Nayan 
Choubey are members of the UPSC.

Girish Chandra Murmu

Girish Chandra Murmu 
has assumed office as the 

Comptroller and Auditor General 
of India from August 8, 2020, an 
official statement.
Earlier in the morning, the former 
Jammu and Kashmir Lt Governor 
was sworn in as the Comptroller 
and Auditor General at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan.
Murmu made and subscribed to the 
oath of office before President Ram Nath Kovind, according 
to a Rashtrapati Bhavan statement.
A former bureaucrat, Murmu is a 1985-batch IAS officer 
of Gujarat cadre. His tenure as the new CAG will be up to 
November 20, 2024.
He succeeds Rajiv Mehrishi, who demitted office, the office of 
the CAG said in the statement.
The CAG reports are laid before Parliament and legislatures 
of the states.
While being administered the oath of office and secrecy at 
Rastrapati Bhavan this morning, Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, outgoing CAG Mehrishi, were among 
the dignitaries present.

Domestic rating agency Icra appointed N Sivaraman as its new Managing Director and Group 
Chief Executive Officer.

(Finance), he headed Internal Audit at BEL’s Corporate Office, 
Regional Office-Delhi and Pune Unit as General Manager. 
With his expertise in cost and financial management, he turned 
around the Pune Unit with consistent, multi-fold growth in top 
and bottom line.  
Mr Dinesh Batra was instrumental in the company’s move 
to foray into the Electro-Explosive segment. To make India 
“Aatmanirbhar” in Electronic Artillery Fuzes and other 
ammunitions, he got 200 acres land allotted by Maharashtra 
Government at Nagpur to set up an Explosive Integration 
Complex. He is also credited with BEL entering into Li-
on battery packs for automobiles to support the e-Mobility 
programme of the Government of India. He 
was instrumental in BEL-Pune diversifying 
into the indigenous development and 
manufacturing of X-ray Baggage Inspection 
System, Fuel Cell, Fiber Optic Gyro, 
Chemical Agent Monitor, etc.

Ajay Tyagi

The finance ministry extended 
Ajay Tyagi’s tenure as the 

chairman of Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) by 
18 months, opting for continuity 
amid an uncertain economic 
environment.
“The decision was mostly to ensure 
that there are no disruptions at 
regulators at a time when the Indian 
economy and corporates are going 
through covid-19 related uncertainties," a finance ministry 
official said on the condition of anonymity.
Tyagi, an Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer, will 
now head the regulator till at least 28 February 2022. This is 
his second extension; the first one was granted in February for 
six months.
During his tenure, Tyagi instituted a consultative process 
for drafting regulations and ensured that 
the market regulator was not influenced 
by special interests. Under him, Sebi set up 
30 committees and working groups, which 
drafted close to 60 discussion papers.

Pradeep Kumar Joshi

Educationist Pradeep Kumar Joshi was appointed the 
chairman of the Union Public Service Commission 

(UPSC), which conducts the civil services examination to 
select the country's bureaucrats and diplomats, officials said.
Joshi is currently a member in the Commission. He was 
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resigned as he could have taken the position at ADB 
only after resigning from his position in the Election 
Commission.
Ashok Lavasa was next in the line to head the Election 
Commission and become India's Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) after retirement of the current CEC 
Sunil Arora in April 2021.
Ashok Lavasa’s appointment as the ADB vice president 
was announced last week. “The ADB has appointed Ashok 
Lavasa as vice-president for Private Sector Operations 
and Public-Private Partnerships. He will succeed Diwakar 
Gupta, whose term will end on August 31," the ADB said 
in a statement.
Ashok Lavasa is a retired 1980 batch 
IAS officer of the Haryana cadre. He was 
appointed as Election Commissioner in 
January, 2018. Previously, he held the 
portfolio of India's Finance Secretary from 
June 2016 till October 2017.

Satya Pal Malik

President Ram Nath Kovind 
transferred Satya Pal Malik 

as the Governor of Meghalaya, 
less than a year into his tenure 
as the Governor of Goa, a move 
that comes amid run-ins with Goa 
chief minister Pramod Sawant.
Malik will be replacing Tathagata 
Roy who completed his five-year 
tenure on the gubernatorial post. 
This is Malik's third transfer in 
the past one year. A Rashtrapati Bhavan communique said 
Malik, Governor of Goa, is transferred and appointed as 
Governor of Meghalaya. Maharashtra Governor Bhagat 
Singh Koshyari has been given the additional charge of 
Goa, the communique added.
Malik takes over from Roy, who completed his five-year 
tenure by serving as governor of Tripura for three years and 
the remaining in Meghalaya.
On 4 November last year, Malik was sworn in the Governor 
of Goa by Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court Justice 
Pradeep Nandrajog. This was sought to be a more relaxed 
posting for Malik from the strenuous tenure 
as the last Governor of the erstwhile state 
of Jammu and Kashmir. Malik was the 
governor of Jammu and Kashmir from 
August 2018 to October 2019.

Online investment and wealth management platform Paytm Money announced the 
appointment of Varun Sridhar as its new Chief Executive Officer.

He was born on November 21, 1959 in 
Mayurbhanj district of Odisha. He is married 
to Smita Murmu. They have a daughter 
Ruchika and son Ruhaan.

Kamala Harris

Democratic presidential 
nominee Joe Biden has named 

Indian-origin senator Kamala 
Harris as his Vice-Presidential 
running mate, making history by 
selecting the first black woman 
to compete on a major party's 
presidential ticket.
Harris, 55, whose father is an 
African from Jamaica and mother 
an Indian, is currently the US 
Senator from California and often has been described as a 
trailblazer by former president Barack Obama.
Biden, 77, made the announcement in a text message to his 
supporters, ending days of suspense about a week ahead of his 
virtual Democratic National Convention that would formally 
nominate him as the party's candidate for the November 3 
presidential elections.
Joe Biden here. I've chosen Kamala Harris as my running 
mate. Together, with you, we're going to beat Trump. Add 
your name to welcome her to the team, Biden said in the text 
message.
Joe Biden is running to restore the soul of the nation and 
unite the country to move us forward. Joe 
knows more about the importance of the Vice 
Presidency than just about anyone, and he is 
confident that Kamala Harris will be the best 
partner for him to finally get the country back 
on track, the Biden campaign said.

Ashok Lavasa

Election Commissioner Ashok 
Lavasa, next in the line to head 

the Commission, has resigned.
Ashok Lavasa’s resignation 
from the post of the Election 
Commissioner, a month after 
he was named as the new vice-
president of the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB).
He is likely to join the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) in September. Ashok Lavasa 
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The 72nd Primetime Emmy 
Awards 

The 72nd Primetime 
Emmy Awards 

will be held virtually 
this year due to 
coronavirus pandemic. 
The development 
comes a day after the 
nominations for the 
annual award ceremony 
was announced. The 
ceremony, which was originally to be held at Microsoft 
Theater here, will now be shot from the actors'' homes 
across the US. It will take place on September 20. 
They said that the world is going through a challenging 
time and it is not yet safe for everyone to assemble for an 
event like the Emmys.
As for the dress code, the letter said the nominees have the 
freedom to decide what to wear given the informal theme of 
the ceremony. "If you want to be in formal wear, we’d love 
that, but equally if you’re in the UK and it’s 3 am, perhaps 
you want to be in designer pajamas and record from your 
bed! "We want to work with you to style your moments, 
but want you to guide us on your levels of comfort – where 
you want to be, who you want to be with, what you want 
to wear etc," it stated. The letter was signed 
by Kimmel, as well as fellow executive 
producers Reggie Hudlin, and Ian Stewart, 
Guy Carrington and David Jammy from 
telecast producer Done+Dusted.

Zinnov Award 2020 

Dr Sunil Kumar 
Vuppala, an IIT 

Roorkee alumnus, has 
won the Zinnov Award 
2020 for his contribution 
to the field of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and 
Data Analytics. The 
objective of the award 
is to recognize the 
contribution of individuals as well as organizations that 
have enabled business continuity driven innovation along 
with diversity.
Dr Vuppala, from the 2004 batch of IIT Roorkee’s Department 
of Electronics and Communication Engineering, is currently 

serving as Director - Data Science, Ericsson, and Co-chair, 
Industry Engagement, IEEE Bangalore Section.
He has been conferred the award in the Technical Role 
Model-Emerging Technology - AI and Big data analytics 
award category in a virtual ceremony on July 31, 2020.
Other notable recipients of the 2020 awards included 
Manish Bhide Chief Architect, IBM Watson OpenScale, 
and Shibi Panikkar Distinguished Engineer from Dell 
Technologies.
This was the 11th edition of the annual awards that 
witnessed participation from over 600 plus companies in 
10 plus countries.
In the past 11 years, Zinnov Confluence Series has 
honoured numerous individuals as well as entities for 
their contribution to global technology and for making a 
difference in the global ecosystem.
A technology thought leadership summit, 
Zinnov Awards, has become synonymous 
with change in the Global R&D and Product 
Development space.

Favourite player of the 2019 AFC 
Asian Cup 

Indian talisman Sunil 
Chhetri was voted as 

the favourite player of the 
2019 AFC Asian Cup by 
fans as he finished ahead 
of Eldor Shomurodov of 
Uzbekistan.
Chhetri beat Shomurodov 
51-49 in the poll after 
trailing in the initial stages of voting.
“19 days, 561,856 votes The #AsianCup2019 favourite 
player has been decided. Congratulations Sunil Chhetri!” 
the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) wrote on its 
Twitter handle.
The 35-year-old Indian captain scored twice during the 
group stage of the Asian Cup in the beginning of last year. 
Both goals came in its 4-1 drubbing of Thailand in the 
opening match.
India came close to securing a Round of 16 spot but 
conceded late goals in its last two matches against host 
UAE and Bahrain to bow out in the group stage.
The poll was conducted by AFC on its official Instagram 
handle.

S N Rajeswari has been appointed the Chairman-cum-Managing Director of Oriental 
Insurance Company Limited.
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Mahindra Excellence in Theatre 
(META) 

The 15th edition 
of Mahindra 

Excellence in Theatre 
Awards (META) will be 
given to the best of the 
best in theatre at what is 
claimed to be the first-of-
its-kind "virtual award 
ceremony" on Aug 30.
The three-week-long celebration of theatre, starting with 
a Theatre Critics Conference on Aug 10, will culminate 
with the online award ceremony honouring thespians and 
theatre personalities across 13 categories.
Organised by Mahindra Group and Teamwork Arts, the 
META 2020 festival was earlier scheduled for March this 
year, but was later postponed due to the global outbreak of 
the COVID-19.
The jury for the 15th META comprises renowned 
playwright, stage director and filmmaker Mahesh Dattani, 
acclaimed playwright and novelist Makarand Sathe, 
veteran actress and a teacher of speech and drama Sushma 
Seth, actor-writer Vinay Pathak, and film, television and 
theatre actor-director Lillete Dubey.
The nominated plays give a diverse flavour of India’s 
eclectic theatre scene and include plays in multiple 
languages such as Hindi, English, Hindustani, Bengali, 
Marathi, Malayalam, Assamese (blended with gibberish) 
and a non-verbal play.
Nominations feature five productions from Maharashtra, 
two from Kerala and one each from Assam, Delhi and West 
Bengal.
The short-listed plays are: "Chaheta" (Hindustani), 
"Ekadashavtar" (Marathi), "Mickey" (Marathi), "Every 
Brilliant Thing" (English), "For The 
Record" (English and Hindi), "The Old 
Man" (Assamese), "Gagan Damama Bajyo" 
(Hindi), "Bhaskara Pattelarum Thommiyude 
Jeevithavum" (Malayalam), "Ghoom Nei" 
(Bengali) and "Maze" (non-verbal).

Top 10 in the latest ICC Test player 
rankings

Skipper Virat Kohli remained at the second position 
in the batting chart which has two more Indians in 

the top 10, but pacer Jasprit Bumrah slipped to the ninth 
spot among bowlers in the latest ICC Test player rankings 
issued.

With 72 goals and 115 appearances, Chhetri is India’s all-
time highest scorer and the most-capped player.
Chhteri, who was earlier named an Asian Icon by the AFC 
on his 34th birthday, is the second highest international 
scorer among active footballers, behind Portugal’s Cristiano 
Ronaldo and ahead of Argentina’s Lionel Messi.
The Chhetri-led India is scheduled to face 
Qatar at home in a World Cup Qualifier on 
October 8, take on Bangladesh away on 
November 12 and then host Afghanistan on 
November 17.

Gandhian Young Technological 
Innovation Awards 2020

A group of 
researchers from 

IIT Kharagpur has 
conferred the 'Gandhian 
Young Technological 
Innovation Awards 
2020' for developing 
a mechanism for 
generating electricity 
from wet clothes left 
under sunlight to dry, a spokesperson of the institute said.

Another team from the institute was separately granted 
the same award for addressing the problem of energy 
conservation and thermal management in wearable and 
flexible electronic devices.

The 'Gandhian Young Technological Innovation (GYTI) 
Awards' was instituted by the Society for Research and 
Initiatives for Sustainable Technologies and Institution 
(SRISTI), a voluntary organization.

Prof Sunando Dasgupta and his team from the Department of 
Chemical Engineering have also been awarded for their work 
- "Smart, flexible, and multi-functional thermal and energy 
management systems for next-generation electronic devices. 

The device has been tested in a remote village where 
around 50 wet clothes were left for drying by washermen. 
These clothes were connected to a commercial 
supercapacitor which discharged electricity of around 
10 volt. This stored energy is enough to glow a white 
LED bulb for more than an hour. They achieved this by 
leveraging the unique properties of 'smart 
materials' materials that sense and react to 
environmental conditions or stimuli such 
as mechanical, chemical, electrical, or 
magnetic signals - infused with graphene, 
a form of carbon.

Mohammedan Sporting Club appointed Yan Law as their head coach for the upcoming 
season.
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“As grateful as I am, I don’t feel like I can accept this on my 
own,” said the central midfielder, who lifted the Premier 
League trophy. "I don’t feel like anything I’ve achieved this 
season or in fact during my whole career has been done on 
my own.
“I owe a lot to so many different people but none more so 
than my current teammates, who have just been incredible 
and deserve this every bit as much as I do.”
The England midfielder also played an important role 
behind the scenes during the suspension of the league 
during the pandemic, leading an initiative that saw players 
team up with a charity to raise money for 
the National Health Service.
The FWA's Footballer of the Year accolade 
is the oldest individual soccer award in the 
world. It was first awarded in 1948.

Women's Basketball Hall of Fame 
induction class

Late NBA Commissioner 
David Stern has been 

added to the Women''s 
Basketball Hall of Fame 
induction class.
Commissioner of the 
NBA from 1984-2014, 
Stern was Instrumental 
in the founding of 
the WNBA and a longtime supporter of the women''s 
game. He died Jan. 1 at age 77 a few weeks after a brain 
hemorrhage.
The enshrinement of the Class of 2020 has been postponed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic until next year. The 
ceremony will be held on June 12, 2021.
Joining Stern in the class that was selected by the 
Women''s Basketball Hall of Fame Board of Directors 
are Tamika Catchings, Swin Cash and Lauren Jackson. 
The other members of the class are veteran player Debbie 
Brock and contributors Carol Callan, Sue Donohoe and 
Carol Stiff.
The 1980 US Olympic women''s basketball team, which 
did not get to compete in the Olympics because of the US 
boycott of the Moscow Games, also will be honoured as the 
Trailblazers of the Game.
Stern previously was inducted into the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame and the International Basketball Hall 
of Fame.

State-run NMDC said Sumit Deb has taken over as its Chairman-cum Managing Director.

Kohli held on to second 
spot with 886 points, 
while Cheteshwar Pujara 
(766) and Ajinkya 
Rahane (726) continued 
to remain static at the 
eighth and 10th positions 
respectively in the 
batting list, which is 
being headed by Australia's Steve Smith.
Bumrah slipped one place to the ninth position, while 
Ravindra Jadeja was steady at the third spot in the all-
rounders' list.
Among others, Pakistan batsman Babar Azam has returned 
to a career-best fifth position, while England's veteran pace 
duo of Stuart Broad and James Anderson also advanced 
following the drawn second Test in Southampton.
The 25-year-old Babar, who had attained the fifth position 
in February this year, once again returned to the same spot 
after gaining one place following his knock of 47 in the 
second Test against England.
In the bowlers' list, former top-ranked fast bowlers Broad 
and Anderson were rewarded for their fine display in the 
second Test.
While Broad moved up one slot to second position after a 
haul of 4 for 56, Anderson climbed two slots to 14th with 
figures of 3 for 60, as the pair helped dismiss Pakistan for 
236 in their only innings of the match.
Pakistan pacer Mohammad Abbas took 
2/28 in England's score of 110/4 declared, 
gaining two places to reach eighth position, 
but is still away from his career-best ranking 
of third in October 2018.

Football Writers' Association's 
Footballer of the Year

Jordan Henderson 
was voted player 

of the year by football 
writers after captaining 
Liverpool to their first 
English league title in 30 
years and also playing a 
leading role in raising 
money for Britain’s 
health service during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Henderson beat Manchester City 
midfielder Kevin De Bruyne to the award by the Football 
Writers’ Association.
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Olivia de Havilland

Hollywood actress Olivia 
de Havilland is no more. 

The two-time Oscar winner died 
peacefully in her sleep. She 
was 104 and she died of natural 
causes at home in Paris where 
she had been residing for over 60 
years, her publicist Lisa Goldberg 
announced.
"A two-time Best Actress Oscar 
winner, Olivia de Havilland was a 
mainstay of Hollywood's Golden Age and an immeasurable 
talent. Here's to a true legend of our industry," the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences wrote, on its verified 
Twitter account, @The Academy.
A private funeral is being arranged, according to a report in 
hollywoodreporter.com.
The Japan-born British-American actress had an active 
career in films for over five decades from 1935 to 1988, 
during which time she appeared in 49 feature films. She 
was considered one of the leading stars of Hollywood's 
Golden Age.
Her mother was the late English actress Lilian Fontaine and 
her sister, late Joan Fontaine, was also a major Hollywood 
star of the era and an Oscar winner.
De Havilland rose to stardom featuring opposite 
Hollywood action superstar of the era, Errol Flynn, in 
several swashbuckling hits of the 1930s.

Kumkum

Veteran actor Kumkum, who 
featured in over 100 Hindi 

films and popular songs such 
as “Kabhi aar, Kabhi paar” and 
“Mere Mehboob Qayamat Hogi', 
passed away on 28 July. She was 
86.
Kumkum, whose real name was 
Zaibunnissa, died at around 11.30 
am at her Bandra residence due to 
age-related issues, her sister-in-
law Shenaz told PTI.
“Her last rites took place at Mazgaon cemetery,” she added.
Kumkum hailed from Hussainabad in Sheikhpura district, 
Bihar.

Her most memorable film appearances include "Mr X in 
Bombay", "Mother India", "Kohinoor", "Ujala", and "Naya 
Daur".
She also starred in the first Bhojpuri film “"Ganga Maiyya 
Tohe Piyari Chadhaibo" in 1963.
But her popularity rests mostly on the songs that were 
picturised on her be it "Madhuban Mein Radhika Nache 
Re" from "Kohinoor" (1960); "Kabhi Aar Kabhi Paar" 
from "Aar Paar" (1954) or "Yeh Hai Bombay Meri Jaan" 
from 1956's "CID".
She was discovered by actor-director Guru Dutt in the 
1950s, who cast her in "Aar Paar" song for an uncredited 
role. She later earned a small role in Dutt's "Pyaasa".

Sahebzadi Basheerunnisa Begum

Sahebzadi Basheerunnisa 
Begum, the last surviving 

daughter of Nizam Mir Osman 
Ali Khan, the last ruler of the 
erstwhile Hyderabad State, 
passed away at her residence in 
Hyderabad.
She was 93 and is survived by 
her only daughter. She died of 
natural causes, Nawab Najaf 
Ali Khan, the Nizam's grandson 
said. "The last of all the surviving children of the seventh 
Nizam of Hyderabad, HEH Nawab Mir Osman Ali Khan 
Bahadur has passed away. It is a big loss to the family as 
Sahebzadi Basheer Unnissa Begum Saheba was an epitome 
of Hyderabadi culture, tradition and values," Mr Khan, also 
the president of Nizam Family Welfare Association, said 
in a statement. "Born in September 1927, Basheerunnisa 
Begum was married to Nawab Kazim Nawaz Jung, better 
known as Ali Pasha", he said.

Ebrahim Alkazi

Theatre director Ebrahim 
Alkazi, who revolutionised 

Indian theatre and was the 
longest-serving director of the 
National School of Drama, 
passed away here at the age of 94.
Alkazi was remembered for his 
contribution towards modern 
Indian theatre, including bringing 
in technical aspects of the craft 
and making the NSD the premier 

Mr. Jaideep Bhatnagar, an Indian Information Service Officer of 1986 batch, has taken over 
the charge as Director General, News Services Division of All India Radio.

OBITUARY
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training institute for theatre. In his tenure as director of 
NSD from 1962 to 1977, he mentored students who went 
on to become great actors, including Naseeruddin Shah and 
Om Puri.
Alkazi’s son, theatre director Feisal Alkazi, said he passed 
away after suffering a massive heart attack. He had been 
admitted to Escorts Hospital, Mr. Feisal Alkazi said.
Speaking about his father’s legacy, Mr. Feisal Alkazi said: 
“Everybody remembers him as the father of Indian theatre. 
He was the first person to bring regional language plays to 
NSD, he built a strong institutional structure and brought 
Indian theatre to the world.”
Among the over 50 plays he directed were Girish Karnad’s 
Tughlaq and Dharamvir Bharati’s Andha Yug.
“NSD family deeply mourns the passing away of theatre 
legend, Padma Vibhushan Ebrahim Alkazi, ex-director of 
NSD from 1962-77. This is a great loss to the country and 
specially to the theatre world,” NSD said in a tweet.
NSD Director In Charge Suresh Sharma said Alkazi, who 
founded the NSD Repertory Company, was not only a 
renowned director, he was also a great administrator who 
would inspect students’ hostels and teach classes, making 
his tenure as director “the NSD’s golden years”.

Rahat Indori

Noted Urdu poet and lyricist 
Rahat Indori, who tested 

positive for COVID-19, died of a 
heart attack at a hospital in Indore 
in Madhya Pradesh’s Indore.
The 70-year-old was undergoing 
treatment at Sri Aurobindo 
Institute of Medical Sciences 
in Indore. "He (Rahat Indori) 
suffered two heart attacks and 
could not be saved... He had 60% 
pneumonia," Dr Vinod Bhandari was quoted.
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi expressed grief over the 
passing of "Indori Sahab" with a couplet. Historian and 
author Rana Safvi termed the poet's demise a "huge huge 
loss to a fearless voice and to the world of poetry". 
The veteran poet, who was quite active on social media, 
earlier took to Twitter to announce that he has tested for 
the virus.
“After showing initial COVID-19 symptoms, I underwent 
the COVID-19 test and tested positive for the virus. I have 
been admitted to Aurobindo hospital,” Indori had written 
on Twitter.

GK Menon 

Veteran sports journalist GK 
Menon died in suburban 

Mumbai. He was 93 and is 
survived by his wife, son and a 
daughter.
He worked with the Indian 
Express and The Times of India 
and ended his freelance career in 
the early 1990s.
Menon played cricket at the 
club level and also was an active 
member of the Shivaji Park Gymkhana in Dadar, central 
Mumbai.
He was manager of the 1952-53 Bombay University team 
which which won the Rohinton Baria Trophy by beating 
Delhi in the final at Bengaluru.
That side included future Test players Chandu Patankar, 
Nari Contractor, Ramnath Kenny, Naren Tamhane and GR 
Sunderam.
Menon was also instrumental in the emergence of former 
India pacer, late Ramakant Desai.

Chetan Chauhan

Former cricketer and UP 
cabinet minister Chetan 

Chauhan passed away after 
succumbing to complications 
brought on by Covid-19. He 
was 73 and was being treated 
at the Medanta Hospital in 
Gurgaon.
Chauhan's death marks the second 
death of a UP cabinet minister in 
less than a month. Earlier this 
month, UP technical education minister Kamal Rani Varun 
had also passed away after being diagnosed with Covid. 
She was 62.
Chauhan, minister of sainik welfare, homeguards, PRD and 
civil security was a minister of legislative assembly (MLA) 
from the Naugawan Sadat constituency in Amroha. He had 
also twice served as a member of parliament.
As a cricketer he had been an opening batsman and 
represented India in 40 test matches after debuting in 
1969 in a match against New Zealand. He played his last 
match in 1981 against Pakistan and was also awarded the 
prestigious Arjuna Award for his contribution to Indian 
sports.

Sir Philip Barton, the British High Commissioner to India based in New Delhi, was promoted as a 
minister in the newly formed Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office.
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age of 14, and his riyaz once used to last for 14 hours a 
day.
Pandit Jasraj will be remembered as the pioneer who 
added elements of the thumri to the khayal, giving it more 
flexibility and making it more audience-friendly. This 
would have been considered blasphemous half a century 
ago, when the khayal was serious business and sung 
without any ornamentation. Even the bandish would be 
sung with a certain indifference.

Pranab Mukherjee

Former President Pranab 
Mukherjee passed away 

on 31 August 2020. He was 84 
years old. He passed away due 
to ill health. He was one of the 
most admired political leaders 
in India. Pranab Mukherjee: The 
veteran Congress leader Pranab 
Mukherjee has five decades-
long political career. Before 
his political career, Mukherjee 
worked as a teacher and journalist. 
He served as a Member of Parliament seven times, serving 
in the cabinet of several prime ministers. His political 
career started in 1969, when he was elected to the Rajya 
Sabha during the period of the then Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi. He served as the Leader of the Lok Sabha from 
2004-2012.  From 2006 to 2009, Mukherjee served as the 
Minister of External Affairs. He then became the Minister 
of Defence (2004-2006), and as the Minister of Finance 
from 2009-2012. 
In 2012, Mukherjee was elected as the President of India. 
He served as the 13th President of India from 2012 to 2017. 
The great leader was awarded Padma Vibhushan, India's 
second highest civilian award in 2008 and Bharat Ratna, 
India's highest civilian award in 2019.

Bureaucrats Ajay Jain, Vivek Johri and Sungita Sharma have been appointed as members of the 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC).

"Chetan Chauhan Ji distinguished himself as a wonderful 
cricketer and later as a diligent political leader. He made 
effective contributions to public service and strengthening 
the BJP in UP. Anguished by his passing away. Condolences 
to his family and supporters. Om Shanti," prime minister 
Narendra Modi said.
Expressing grief, UP chief minister Yogi Adityanath 
said "as a minister, Chauhan efficiently executed all his 
departmental responsibilities and always took care of 
public aspiration."

Pandit Jasraj

Indian classical vocalist Pandit 
Jasraj passed away by a cardiac 

arrest at his home in New Jersey. 
He had turned 90 in January this 
year.
Jasraj was in the US when 
the coronavirus-led lockdown 
happened and decided to stay 
back in that country. “With 
profound grief we inform that 
Sangeet Martand Pandit Jasraj ji 
breathed his last this morning at 5.15 EST due to a cardiac 
arrest at his home in New Jersey, USA,” news agency PTI 
quoted a statement issued by his family.
With a musical career spanning almost 80 years, the doyen 
of Indian classical vocal music was a recipient of various 
prestigious awards and honours including Padma Shri, 
Padma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan. He represented the 
last of a generation of classical vocalists, which includes 
83-year-old Kishori Amonkar, the doyenne of the Jaipur 
Atrauli gharana.
Belonging to Mewati Gharana, Jasraj was introduced to 
vocal music by his father, and was later trained as a tabla 
accompanist under the tutelage of elder brother, Pandit 
Pratap Narayan. Jasraj began training as a vocalist at the 
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Defence Ministry Released 
Draft 2020 Defence 

Production and Export 
Promotion Policy.

Atal Rankings of  
Institutions on Innovation 

Achievements (ARIIA) 2020 
highlights.

Bengaluru Ranks 26th 
Globally In Annual Price 
Rise of  Luxury Homes.

SEBI extends digital signature 
certification till December 31 

01 Aug' 20

Ma r k e t s 
regula tor 
S e b i 

allowed listed 
companies to use 
digital signature 
certifications till 
December 31 for 
submissions made to 
the stock exchanges under the disclosure norms. Earlier, 
this was permitted till June 30.
The extension has been granted after Sebi received a 
representation from the Institute of Company Secretaries 
of India (ICSI) stating that due to the COVID -19 pandemic 
and precautionary measures for its curtailment, company 
secretaries continue to face operational challenges in 
carrying out certification and authentication of documents in 
physical form. "Accordingly, authentication / certification 
of any filing / submission made to stock exchanges under the 
LODR (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) 
Regulations may be done using digital 
signature certifications till December 31, 
2020," Sebi said in a circular.
This will apply for filings or submissions 
made from July 1, 2020, it added.

MSME Minister Nitin Gadkari 
launches Khadi’s Gift Box of Silk 

Mask      01 Aug' 20

You can now gift your families and friends an 
attractive gift box of exclusive Khadi Silk Face 
Masks. Union Minister for MSME, Nitin Gadkari 

Pune Collector Naval Kishore Ram has been appointed as Deputy Secretary in the Prime 
Minister's Office (PMO).

launched the Gift 
Box, developed 
by Khadi and 
Village Industries 
Commission (KVIC). 
The gift box consists 
of four handcrafted 
silk masks in different 
colors and prints. 
The masks are packed in a beautifully crafted handmade 
paper box in black color with golden embossed printing. 
Gadkari appreciated the gift box saying it is an apt product 
to celebrate the spirit of festivals while also ensuring safety. 
He lauded the mask-making initiative of KVIC saying this 
provided the artisans with sustainable livelihood during the 
most difficult time of Corona pandemic. The silk mask gift 
boxes are priced at just Rs 500 per box and now available at 
all KVIC outlets in Delhi NCR.
KVIC Chairman Vinai Kumar Saxena said the idea behind 
launching the gift box is to tap the foreign market and a 
large Indian population looking for reasonably priced gift 
items for their loved ones during the festival season.
The gift boxes will have one printed Silk Mask and three 
other masks in solid attractive colors. These triple-layered 
silk masks are skin-friendly, washable, 
reusable and bio-degradable. The Silk 
Masks have three pleats and come with 
adjustable ear loops and attractive beads. It 
has two inner layers of 100% Khadi cotton 
fabric and one top layer of Silk fabric.

Defence Ministry released draft 
2020 Defence Production and Export 

Promotion Policy      03 Aug' 20

In order to provide impetus to self-reliance in defence 
manufacturing, multiple announcements were made 
under ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Package’. In implementing 
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said that it is important that all States have their own 
Doordarshan channel. The channels of other States are 
available on DD Free Dish. The Minister applauded the 
programmes on six national channels of Doordarshan.
Professor Jagdish Mukhi, Governor of Assam, said, "it is 
a happy moment for all of us in Assam because the public 
broadcaster is adding a feather to its kitty with the launch 
of DD Assam." It needs mention here that DD North East 
channel was conceived as 24x7 composite channels by 
Prasar Bharati for all 8 States of North East Region, and 
commissioned on November 1, 1990, and launched on 
August 15, 1994. It was made a 24 hours channel from 
December 27, 2000.
DD ArunPrabha channel was later introduced for Arunachal 
Pradesh in 2019 and is being beamed from Itanagar, the 
capital of the frontier state. Subsequently, PrasarBharati 
decided to put all the other limited hours channels 
originating from capital of different North-Eastern States 
on 'DD Free Dish" to have national connect. Five channels 
for states of North-Eastern region namely, DD Meghalaya, 
DD Mizoram, DD Tripura, DD Manipur and DD Nagaland 
beamed from Doordarshan Kendra Shillong, Aizawl, 
Agartala, Imphal, Kohima respectively have been placed 
on DD FreeDish (DTH) Platform from March 9 of this year.
DD North East channel was repurposed into an exclusive 
channel for Assam. This 24X7 channel will have around 
6 hours of fresh Assamese programming with specific 
slots for languages such as Bodo. Test transmission of DD 
Assam commenced from 1st December 2019. Meanwhile, 
efforts are being made to telecast attractive content on DD 
Assam which will include mega-serials, 
music programmes, travelogues, reality 
shows, feature films etc. The content thus 
will have ethnic touch highlighting cuisine, 
textiles, folk culture and tribal life of the 
region.

IIT Kanpur, defence ministry, DARPG, 
sign MoU to develop AI techniques 

for analysing public grievances 
05 Aug' 20

The Ministry of Defence, IIT Kanpur and the 
Department of Administrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances (DARPG) signed a memorandum of 

understanding for developing Artificial Intelligence and 
Machine Learning techniques to analyse public grievances.
The Ministry of Defence, IIT Kanpur and the Department of 
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG) 
signed a memorandum of understanding for developing 

such framework and to position India amongst the leading 
countries of the world in defence and aerospace sectors, 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) has formulated a draft Defence 
Production and Export Promotion Policy 2020 (DPEPP 
2020). The DPEPP 2020 is envisaged as overarching 
guiding document of MoD to provide a focused, structured 
and significant thrust to defence production capabilities of 
the country for self-reliance and exports.
The policy has laid out following goals and objectives:

 # To achieve a turnover of Rs 1,75,000 Crores (US$ 
25Bn) including export of Rs 35,000 Crore (US$ 5 
Billion) in Aerospace and Defence goods and services 
by 2025.

 # To develop a dynamic, robust and competitive Defence 
industry, including Aerospace and Naval Shipbuilding 
industry to cater to the needs of Armed forces with 
quality products.

 # To reduce dependence on imports and take forward 
"Make in India" initiatives through domestic design 
and development.

 # To promote export of defence products and become 
part of the global defence value chains.

 # To create an environment that encourages R&D, 
rewards innovation, creates Indian IP ownership and 
promotes a robust and self-reliant defence industry.

The Policy brings out multiple strategies under the 
following focus areas:

 # Procurement Reforms
 # Indigenization & Support to MSMEs/Startups
 # Optimize Resource Allocation
 # Investment Promotion, FDI & Ease of Doing Business
 # Innovation and R&D
 # DPSUs and OFB
 # Quality Assurance & Testing 

Infrastructure
 # Export Promotion

I&B Minister launches DD Assam 
24x7 channel      04 Aug' 20

Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting 
Prakash Javadekar launched Doordarshan (DD) 
Assam, a 24-hour dedicated channel for the State, 

via video conferencing from New Delhi. "The channel is 
a gift to people of Assam and this channel will cater to all 
sections of the population of Assam and will be immensely 
popular.", Javadekar said during the launch. The Minister 

Domestic steel major JSW Steel Mark Bush has been appointed as the CEO of its US 
operations.
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Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning techniques to 
analyse public grievances.
“A tripartite memorandum of understanding was signed 
between Department of Defence (DoD) Ministry of 
Defence (MoD), Department of Administrative Reforms 
& Public Grievances (DARPG) and Indian Institute of 
Technology, Kanpur (IITK) in the presence of Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh and Minister of State (independent 
charge) for Ministry of Development of North Eastern 
Region,” read a statement of the Union Defence Ministry.
“The MoU envisages IIT Kanpur to develop Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML) techniques 
to conduct an exploratory and predictive analysis of public 
grievances received on the web-based Centralised Public 
Grievances Redress and Monitoring System pertaining to 
the MoD,” the ministry said.
The project is expected to help the MoD to 
identify the cause and nature of grievances 
and bring about systemic changes and 
policy interventions wherever required, the 
defence ministry said.

Venkaiah Naidu lays foundation 
stone for housing complex for Rajya 

Sabha employees      10 Aug' 20

Vice President 
M Venkaiah 
Naidu laid 

the foundation stone 
for a Rs 46 crore 
housing complex 
for Rajya Sabha 
employees here and 
expressed concern 
over the delay in launching of the project.
Land in R K Puram was allotted for the project as early as 
in 2003.
The long period of 17 years taken for launching the housing 
project resulted in avoidable costs for the Rajya Sabha 
Secretariat, Naidu, who is the chairman of the Upper House 
of Parliament, said during a virtual event.
He also referred to the social-economic-legal-administrative 
cobwebs that resulted in non-utilisation of the precious 
land resource and the several rounds of meetings he had 
held over the last two years with various officials to remove 
the hurdles in the way of utilisation of the land, according 
to a statement. Naidu pointed out that if the 8,700 square 
metres of land allotted for the Rajya Sabha Secretariat in 

2003 was put to use in time, the secretariat could have 
benefitted significantly in the form of house rent allowance, 
besides recovering substantial portion of the investment in 
the housing project by now.
Referring to the huge annual rent of Rs 30 crore being 
paid by the secretariat for locating RSTV in the NDMC 
Complex, he said relocation of the channel to R K Puram 
would have also benefitted substantially.
Noting that provisioning of housing close to work place 
motivates employees to give their best, 
Naidu expressed concern over inadequate 
housing facility for employees of the Rajya 
Sabha Secretariat given their long and 
arduous working hours, particularly, when 
the House is in session.

Union Minister Prakash Javadekar 
launches portal on Human Elephant 

Conflict on World Elephant Day 
11 Aug' 20

The Minister for 
Environment 
and Forest 

Prakash Javadekar 
released document 
on Best Practices 
and launched a portal 
on Human Elephant 
Conflict on the eve of 
World Elephant Day, 2020.
Speaking on the occasion, Mr Javadekar said, efforts are 
in full swing to provide food and water to the animals in 
the forests itself to deal with the growing human-animal 
conflict cases. 
He said, India is committed to the cause of saving elephants 
and other animals and is working towards robust, practical 
and cost effective solutions to end the human animal 
conflict. 
The Minister also stressed on the need of capacity building 
and training of forest staff. 
He said, Government has taken initiative of fodder and 
water augmentation in forest areas so that animals will 
get food and water in forest area and will not come 
outside. He added that LiDAR technology is being used 
for it.
Minister of State for Environment and Forest Babul 
Supriyo said, it is a moment of pride that India is having 
60 percent of Global population of Asian Elephants. He 

Dr Dave A Chokshi, a 3year-old Indian-origin physician with expertise in public health, has 
been appointed as New York City’s new health commissioner.
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said, killing of innocent animals will not be tolerated by 
the Government. 
The World Elephant Day is observed every year on 12th 
August to spread awareness about the animal. It was 
launched in 2012 to bring attention to the urgent plight of 
Asian and African elephants. 
Poaching, habitat loss, human-elephant conflict and 
mistreatment in captivity are some of the threats to both 
African and Asian elephants. 
Indian Elephant has also been listed in the Appendix I of 
the Convention of the Migratory species in 
the recently concluded 13th  Conference 
of Parties on Conservation of Migratory 
Species of Wild Animals (CMS)  at Gandhi 
Nagar, Gujarat in February this year.

BEL inaugurates upgraded ATDS 
Maareech manufacturing facility      

12 Aug' 20

Re c e n t l y , 
the Raksha 
M a n t r i , 

Rajnath Singh 
inaugurated the 
upgraded, state-of-
the-art Maareech 
Integration Facility 
through Video 
Conference. Gowtama M V, Chairman & Managing 
Director, Bharat Electronics (BEL), on the occasion gave 
a presentation to the Raksha Mantri on Advanced Torpedo 
Decoy System (ATDS) Maareech. This initiative by BEL 
is in accordance with the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi’s 
vision of an ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’, a self-reliant nation.
ATDS Maareech is a fully indigenous system involving 
sensors and decoys developed jointly by DRDO labs, 
Naval Physical & Oceanographic Laboratory (NPOL) and 
Naval Science and Technological Laboratory (NSTL), and 
productionised by BEL. Two production grade systems 
manufactured by BEL have been installed and trial 
evaluated on-board INS Gomati and INS Ganga. The Indian 
Navy has awarded BEL a contract for Maareech systems.
Prior to the induction of ATDS Maareech, the Indian Navy 
had imported the system for 12 platforms. But now with the 
indigenous development of this system, BEL has upgraded 
its existing facilities with capacity to manufacture and 
deliver 12 ATDS Maareech systems every year. This facility 
enables BEL to provide a reliable defence mechanism for 
Surface Ships of the Indian Navy against possible torpedo 

attacks. The upgraded ATDS facilities include Test Bays 
for electronic cabinets, Expendable Decoy Manufacturing 
and Towed Array Integration & Testing facility (Ramp 
Structure, Oil Filling facility, Load Test facility and Neutral 
Buoyancy Tank facility). BEL has constructed a new 
building for ATDS manufacturing at a cost 
of around Rs.12 Crores. The indigenously 
developed Maareech System is a big step 
towards ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’, as it saves 
the country around USD 4 Million in 
foreign exchange per system.

PM launches platform for 
“Transparent Taxation – Honouring 

the Honest”      13 Aug' 20

Prime Minister 
N a r e n d r a 
M o d i 

launched a platform 
for “Transparent 
Taxation – 
Honouring the 
Honest” through 
video conferencing.
Speaking on the occasion he said that the process of 
Structural Reforms in the country has reached new heights. 
The Prime Minister said the platform of “Transparent 
Taxation – Honouring the Honest, has been launched to 
meet the requirements of the 21st century taxation system. 
He elaborated that the platform has major reforms like 
Faceless Assessment, Faceless Appeal and Taxpayers 
Charter.
The Prime Minister said that the latest laws reduced the 
legal burden in the tax system where now the limit of filing 
cases in the High Court has been fixed at up to 1 crore 
rupees and up to 2 crores for filing in the Supreme Court. 
Initiatives like the ‘Vivaad Se Vishwas’ Scheme pave the 
way for most of the cases to be settled out of court. Referring 
to the reduction of the scrutiny of the cases by at least four 
times in the last six years from 0.94% in 2012-13 to 0.26% 
in 2018-19, Prime Minister said this itself is a reflection of 
the trust that the Government is laying on the returnees. 
He said in the last 6 years, India has seen a new model of 
governance evolving in tax administration. Amidst all these 
efforts, he said the number of people filing 
income tax returns has increased by about 
2.5 crores in the last 6-7 years.
The Prime Minister said this would help 
in the making of a Self – Reliant India, 
AtmaNirbharBharat.

The President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Manoj Sinha as the new Lieutenant 
Governor of Jammu and Kashmir.
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Aayog selects Oracle to strengthen IT 

infra in 112 backward districts 
14 Aug' 20

In a bid to aid 
b a c k w a r d 
districts of the 

country, NITI Aayog, 
a government think 
tank, announced on 
August 13 that it has 
selected Oracle to 
modernise vital IT 
infrastructure in 112 most backward districts. The move 
is a part of its Aspirational Districts Programme. The 112 
most backward districts on the list are home to around 1.4 
billion people which is India’s 28 percent population.
Accordion to Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog, the 
technological aids and data-driven decisions will help pave the 
way for growth and development in these districts. Putting to 
use a range of services from the Oracle cloud, the government 
think tank is planning for a rapid transformation by providing 
simplified data access, increased process automation and real-
time data governance. Moreover, the programme analyses 
the performance of the districts using the data. The Oracle 
autonomous database which has been kept at the core of 
the project is the world’s first and the only true autonomous 
database. As the database is autonomous for most of its 
functioning it requires a minimal support from the IT team.
Shailender Kumar, Regional Managing Director, Oracle India 
said, “Oracle has committed nearly 30 years 
in India, serving its people, the government 
and enterprise firms. With a range of Oracle 
Cloud services, we look forward to supporting 
this programme’s success and facilitate the 
creation of a new India.”

Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurates 
Voluntary Blood Donation Campaign 

at AIIMS, Delhi      14 Aug' 20

Dr. Harsh 
Va r d h a n , 
U n i o n 

Minister of Health 
and Family Welfare 
inaugurated a 
Voluntary Blood 
Donation Campaign 
at AIIMS, New 

Delhi. The camp, organized by AIIMS on the eve 
of Independence Day, is dedicated to both soldiers 
as well as COVID warriors who lost their life while 
safeguarding the country and its citizens. Two families 
were invited as guests of honor - one family of a 
martyred soldier and one family of a fallen COVID 
warrior of AIIMS.
Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the blood donation camp 
by cutting the ribbon and lighting the lamp along with 
Dr. Randeep Guleria, Director, AIIMS and other senior 
doctors. 
The Union Health Minister interacted with the blood 
donors and awarded them certificates for contributing 
to the blood donation drive. He encouraged the doctors 
and healthcare workers themselves to come up in large 
numbers on the eve of Independence Day to donate 
blood and save lives of patients. Dr Harsh Vardhan also 
expressed satisfaction that all precautions were being 
ensured at the camp including arrangement of face shield, 
masks, gloves etc.
Appreciating the initiative taken up by AIIMS, Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan said, “On the eve of our 73rd Independence Day, 
this voluntary blood donation camp is a tribute to both fallen 
COVID white coat warriors and the Kargil 
martyrs. We must remember the ultimate 
sacrifice made by the COVID warriors 
including doctors, nurses or paramedical 
staff while saving people’s lives in the 
pandemic.”

'Vocal for local should become 
mantra for every Indian': PM Modi      

15 Aug' 20

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 15 August said that 
the mindset of free India should be 'vocal for local' 
to achieve the goal of 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' (self-

reliant India).
"The mindset of free India should be 'vocal for local'. We 
should appreciate our local products, if we don't do this 
then our products will not get the opportunity to do better 
and will not get encouraged," he said while delivering his 
seventh consecutive Independence Day speech from the 
iconic Red Fort.
"Today, many big companies are turning towards India. 
We have to move forward with the mantra of Make for the 
world along with Make in India," the PM added.
He also stated that country's progress is seen in all fields 
in past six years and added that "be it providing every 

Poland''s conservative President Andrzej Duda has been sworn in for a second term before 
parliament members.
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NCC all set for a major expansion to 
cover 173 border and coastal districts      

16 Aug' 20

Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh has approved a proposal 
of the National Cadet Corps for a major expansion 
scheme to meet the aspirations of youth in all the 

border and coastal districts. The proposals of the scheme 
were announced by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his 
Independence Day address on 15 Aug.  A total of one lakh 
cadets from 173 border and coastal districts will be inducted in 
the NCC. One-third of the Cadets would be girl Cadets. More 
than 1000 schools and colleges have been identified in border 
and coastal districts where NCC will be introduced.
As part of the expansion plan, a total of 83 NCC units will 
be upgraded (Army 53, Navy 20, Air Force 10), to impart 
NCC training to the cadets in the border and coastal areas. 
Army will provide training and administrative support 
to the NCC units located in the border areas, Navy shall 
provide support to NCC units in the coastal areas and 
similarly Air Force will provide support to the NCC units 
located close to the Air Force stations.  This will not 
only provide exposure to the youth of the 
border and coastal areas to military training 
and disciplined way of life but will also 
motivate them to join the armed forces. The 
NCC expansion plan will be implemented 
in partnership with the States.

Indo-Tibetan Border Police launches 
Fit India Freedom Run at all its 
border posts and formations 

16 Aug' 20

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police, ITBP has launched 
a fit India freedom run at all its border posts and 
formations in the country. The campaign is aimed at 

generating awareness among the masses for fit India.
During this campaign its troops and officers will undertake 
a 10 kilometer walk.  The campaign started, the 15th 
August, under the aegis of the Ministry of Sports. It will 
culminate on 2nd October this year, on Gandhi Jayanti.
The ITBP has planned to undertake this mission at all 
locations throughout the months of August and September 
to organise the run in association with the 
civil population of the concerned areas. 
Many rallies and other public functions 
will also be organised during the campaign 
following the social distancing norms.

household with electricity, cooking gas, creating bank 
accounts for the poor or building toilets 
in all houses, India has progressed a lot in 
every field in the last six years."
The Prime Minister also said that "Make 
in World should also be a key slogan like 
Make in India."

From LoC to LAC, India has 
responded to aggression in same 
language: PM Modi      15 Aug' 20

In the midst of a border row with China in eastern 
Ladakh, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on 
15 August India’s sovereignty was supreme and 

if anyone threatened it — from the Line of Control 
(LoC) to the Line of Actual Control (LAC) — the 
armed forces would respond to them “in the same 
language”.
In his 86-minute Independence Day address to the 
nation from the ramparts of Red Fort, he said: “The 
world saw what our brave soldiers can do to protect 
the country’s sovereignty in Ladakh…I bow to India’s 
soldiers from Red Fort.” The PM also said India was 
dealing firmly with terrorism (a reference to Pakistan’s 
covert warfare) and expansionism (a reference to 
China’s aggression).
His Ladakh reference was to the brutal skirmish in 
the remote Galwan Valley where Indian soldiers 
fought off numerically superior Chinese troops on 
June 15. Twenty Indian soldiers, including a colonel, 
were killed in the seven-hour conflict near Patrolling 
Point 14, where outnumbered Indian troops inflicted 
heavy casualties on the Chinese People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA). Beijing has not disclosed the number of 
fatalities it suffered.
Military talks with China on reducing tensions along the 
LAC have hit a roadblock with the Indian Army taking the 
hard line with the PLA. India seeks to restore status quo 
ante of early April in eastern Ladakh.
Modi also spoke of continued upgradation of border 
infrastructure, naming Ladakh and Arunachal 
Pradesh in particular (regions where China has been 
aggressive and made expansive claims); and spoke of 
the development of islands (India has 
1300 islands), referring to the laying 
of submarine optical fibre in Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands and announcing that 
within, 1000 days, this would happen in 
Lakshwadeep too.

Odisha FC appointed Brazilian Rogerio Ramos as the new goalkeeping coach of the team 
ahead of the seventh season of the Hero Indian Super League.
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Bengaluru Ranks 26th Globally In 
Annual Price Rise of Luxury Homes      

17 Aug' 20

According to a Knight Frank report, Bengaluru and 
New Delhi ranked 26th and 27th, respectively, 
globally in the annual price appreciation of luxury 

residential properties.
Mumbai is at 32nd position, the consultant said in its 'Prime 
Global Cities Index Q2 2020' report.
While Bengaluru and Mumbai moved up by one place 
each, Delhi has jumped five notches as compared with the 
previous report of the first three months of 2020.
The capital value increased 0.6 percent in Bengaluru and 
0.3 percent in the national capital, but fell 0.6 percent in 
Mumbai during the April-June period this year, compared 
with the same time last year.
Knight Frank said that Bengaluru has emerged as the 26th 
fastest-growing prime residential market in the world, in 
terms of annual price appreciation. Rates were up 0.60 
percent in Q2, 2020 to an average price of Rs 19,727 per 
sq ft.
Delhi ranked 27th on the global index, with a 0.30 
percent rise in terms of annual capital value in the prime 
residential market to an average price of Rs 33,625 per 
sq ft. Mumbai's prime residential market ranked 32nd in 
Q2 2020, registering a decline of 0.60 percent with an 
average price of Rs 64,388 per sq ft, the report said.
Manila in the Phillippines leads the 
index with prime home prices rising by 
14.4 percent over the 12 months to June 
2020, followed by Japan's Tokyo (8.60 
percent) and Sweden's Stockholm (4.40 
percent).

Atal ranking ARIIA 2020 
HIGHLIGHTS      18 Aug' 20

The Atal Rankings of Institutions on Innovation 
Achievements (ARIIA) 2020 has been released. In 
view of the COVID-19 pandemic, the ranking is 

announced virtually. IIT-Madras has emerged as the best 
institute under the institute of national importance category.
For the first time, ARIIA 2020 has a special prize category 
for women only higher educational institutions, the official 
notification mentioned. The other five categories are — 
centrally funded institutions, state-funded universities, 
state-funded autonomous institutions, private/deemed 
universities, private institutions.

The major indicators 
for ARIIA were 
budget, expenses to 
support and revenue 
generated (20 marks), 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s 
and facilities to 
support innovations 
and start-ups (10 
marks), awareness activities for promoting idea generation 
and innovation (20 marks), promotion and supporting 
entrepreneurship development (20 marks), 
intellectual property (IP) generation, 
technology transfer and commercialisation 
(14 marks), innovative learning methods 
and courses (10 marks), and innovations in 
governance of the institution (6 marks).

Cabinet approved setting up of 
National Recruitment Agency 

19 Aug' 20

The Union 
C a b i n e t 
a p p r o v e d 

the creation of 
National Recruitment 
Agency (NRA) 
for conducting a 
common eligibility 
test for central 
government jobs, initiating a "landmark reform" in the 
recruitment process.
Briefing the media on the Cabinet meeting, chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, I&B Minister Prakash Javadekar 
said it was a historic decision that will allow job-seekers 
take one common test and save costs and time spent on 
writing multiple exams. This has been a major demand of 
the youths for many years which has been fulfilled, he said. 
Union minister Jitendra Singh termed it a revolutionary and 
landmark reform in the history of the country.
It will lead to ease of selection, ease of job placement and 
ease of living, especially for those sections of society that 
are considered disadvantaged, he said.
This will also help the poor and women who have to travel 
long distances for taking exams for various jobs, he said.
The NRA will conduct a Common Eligibility Test (CET) 
to screen/shortlist candidates for the Group B and Group C 
(non-technical) posts. The NRA will have representatives 
from the Ministry of Railways, the Ministry of Finance/
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Department of Financial Services, the 
Staff Selection Commission (SSC), 
the Railway Recruitment Board (RRB) 
and the Institute of Banking Personnel 
Selection (IBPS).

Indore ranked cleanest city 4th year 
in a row      20 Aug' 20

For the fourth 
year in a row, 
Indore has 

been ranked the 
cleanest city in the 
country, according 
to a Swachh 
Survekshan 2020 
report released by the 
Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry.
The survey of sanitation in over 4,000 cities was carried out 
earlier this year over 28 days.
The Ministry released the findings through a virtual event 
that was supposed to be attended by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, but he could not make it.
Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Puri said 
Swachh Survekshan, in its fifth edition, had become the 
world’s largest sanitation survey, with 1.8 crore citizens 
giving their feedback.
Among the cities with over 1 lakh population, Indore was 
ranked number one, followed by Surat, Navi Mumbai, 
Ambikapur, Mysore, Vijayawada, Ahmedabad, New 
Delhi, Chandrapur and Khargone. Among smaller cities, 
with population under 1 lakh, the top three cities – Karad, 
Sasvad and Lonavala – were all from Maharashtra.
Chhattisgarh was ranked the cleanest State out of those 
with over 100 cities, while Jharkhand was the cleanest 
among those with less than 100 urban local bodies (ULBs) 
or cities. In the category of “Ganga towns”, Varanasi, 
which is Mr. Modi’s Lok Sabha constituency, was ranked 
the cleanest. Jalandhar got the top rank among cantonments 
and New Delhi was the cleanest capital city.
Earlier in the event, Housing and Urban Affairs Secretary 
Durga Shanker Mishra said Swachh Survekshan, which 
began with a survey of 73 cities in 2016, had grown to 
cover 4,242 cities, 62 cantonment boards 
and 97 “Ganga towns” in 2020. Survey 
teams visited 58,000 residential and 
20,000 commercial areas in 28 days, 
while 1.87 crore citizens’ feedbacks were 
received.

Ministry of Tourism signed MoU with 
TAAI and FLO to promote tourism as 

sustainable livelihood model 
21 Aug' 20

In the presence 
of the Union 
Minister of State 

for Tourism (IC), 
Prahlad Singh Patel, a 
formal Memorandum 
of Understanding 
(MOU) was virtually 
signed by the Travel 
Agents Association of India (TAAI) and FICCI Ladies 
Organisation (FLO) with Ministry of Tourism for women 
empowerment.  Through this initiative FLO & TAAI 
would lay emphasis on personal and hospitality skills, 
a more flexible work balance and greater options for 
entrepreneurship with significantly lower capital.
Speaking on the occasion Shri Prahlad Singh Patel said 
that women in our country are excelling in different fields. 
We have the best of women doctors, pilots, Scientists, 
businesswomen. Women have also excelled in various 
adventure related activities and sports like mountaineering, 
trekking, bicycling, etc. Women form an important 
component of our Armed Forces. And we are a nation where 
women have assumed positions of the Prime Minister and 
President of the country.
He expressed his happiness to see the work being done 
for the betterment of women by TAAI and the FICCI 
Ladies Organisation (FLO), through their chapters across 
the country. The MoU signed between the Ministry of 
Tourism, TAAI and FLO, will give us an opportunity to 
join hands and take initiatives right till the grass root level 
to increase participation of women in the tourism sector 
and make them an integral part of the tourism workforce 
of the country. The MoU marks the 
beginning of a new era of cooperation and 
synergy between the Ministry of Tourism, 
TAAI and FLO. The Representatives took 
the pledge of DekhoApnaDesh to visit 15 
destinations within the Country.

IAF launched My IAF App for 
aspirants      24 Aug' 20

Indian Air Force (IAF) Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar 
Singh Bhadauria launched a mobile application 'MY 
IAF' at IAF Headquarters (Vayu Bhawan) to provide 

Former wicketkeeper Lanka de Silva has been appointed as interim head coach of the Sri 
Lankan women''s team.
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Earthmoving and construction equipment major JCB Group announced appointment of 
Deepak Shetty as Deputy CEO and Managing Director of JCB India Ltd.

c a r e e r - r e l a t e d 
information to 
aspirants as a part 
of Digital India 
initiative.
The application 
developed in 
a s s o c i a t i o n 
with Centre for 
Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC) 
provides career related information and details for 
those desirous of joining the Indian Air Force (IAF). 
"The user friendly format of the app serves as a single 
digital platform interfacing the users with the details of 
selection procedure, training curriculum, pay and perks 
etc for both officers and airmen in the IAF," read an 
official statement.
The application is available in Google Play 
store for Android phones, is linked to IAF 
social media platforms and games and also 
provides glimpses into the history and 
stories of valour in the IAF, the statement 
added.

PMJDY completes six years of 
successful implementation      28 Aug' 20

PradhanMantri 
J a n - D h a n 
Y o j a n a 

(PMJDY) successfully 
completed 6 years on 
28th August 2020.
Ministry of Finance is 
committed to provide 
financial inclusiveness 
and support to the marginalized and hitherto socio-
economically neglected classes. Financial Inclusion is a 
national priority of the Government as it is an enabler for 
inclusive growth. 
It is important as it provides an avenue to the poor for 
bringing their savings into the formal financial system, 
an avenue to remit money to their families in villages 
besides taking them out of the clutches of the usurious 
money lenders. A key initiative towards this commitment 
is the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna (PMJDY), which 
is one of the biggest financial inclusion initiatives in the 
world.
PMJDY was announced by Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi in his Independence Day address on 15th August 

2014. While launching the programme on 28th August, 
the Prime Minister had described the occasion as a 
festival to celebrate the liberation of the poor from a 
vicious cycle.
Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) 
is National Mission for Financial Inclusion 
to ensure access to financial services, 
namely, Banking/ Savings & Deposit 
Accounts, Remittance, Credit, Insurance, 
Pension in an affordable manner.

Jal Jeevan Mission to measure and 
monitor water supply      31 Aug' 20

The aim is to 
prepare a 
road map for 

measurement and 
monitoring of the 
water service delivery 
system in rural areas. 
The committee 
constitutes members 
from academia, 
administration, technology, and specialists from the water 
supply sector.
National Jal Jeevan Mission and Ministry of Electronics 
& Information Technology (MeitY) is to conduct an ICT 
Grand Challenge.
The ICT grand challenge is to bring an innovative, 
modular, and cost-effective solution to develop a 'Smart 
Water Supply Measurement and Monitoring System' to be 
deployed at the village level.
The ICT grand challenge will invite proposals from 
Indian Tech start-ups, the Ministry of Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), Indian Companies, 
Indian LLPs.
JJM has partnered with State Governments and sector 
partners and started facilitating a sensor-based water supply 
system on a pilot basis in various villages.
Gujarat State govt. has begun navigating the sensor-based 
rural water supply systems in 1,000 villages spread across 
five districts.
Pilot projects have been started in other 
States.
The project will ensure to minimize service 
delivery outage and water loss and monitor 
the quantity and quality on a long-term 
basis.
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With this, the travel time from Delhi Airport to Chandigarh 
Airport (via UER-II, Delhi-Katra Expressway), will reduce 
to two hours.
Further, in order to improve the connectivity to major 
economic and tourist centres in Punjab and Himachal 
Pradesh, a greenfield alignment has now been proposed 
to connect the expressway from Ludhiana with Ropar (85 
kms).
The stretch from Ropar to Manali is already 
being four-laned, the spokesperson said, 
and added that with the proposed greenfield 
alignment, Delhi-Amritsar Expressway 
would now also provide alternative 
connectivity to Manali and Leh. 

Union Education Minister Ramesh 
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ along with Chief 

Minister of Himachal Pradesh laid 
the foundation stone of IIM Sirmaur      

05 Aug' 20

Un i o n 
E d u c a t i o n 
M i n i s t e r 

Ramesh Pokhriyal 
‘Nishank’ along with 
Chief Minister of 
Himachal Pradesh 
Jai Ram Thakur; 
Minister of State 
for Finance Anurag Singh Thakur and Minister of State 
for Education Sanjay Dhotre laid the foundation stone of 
Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Sirmaur in Himachal 
Pradesh through online mode. Speaking on the occasion, 
the Education Minister said that Union Government under 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Ji had taken decision in 

The NHAI has cleared Rs 4,000 
crore project that includes faster 
connectivity to Chandigarh from 

Ludhiana      01 Aug' 20

The NHAI has 
cleared a Rs 
4,000 crore 

project that includes 
faster connectivity 
to Chandigarh 
from Ludhiana, a 
spokesperson of the 
Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways.
This will be part of the upcoming Delhi-Amritsar-Katra 
Expressway.
The project, on completion, will reduce travel time between 
Ludhiana and Chandigarh to less than one hour from the 
present 1.5 hours while also reducing travel time from 
Delhi Airport to Chandigarh Airport to two hours via Urban 
Extension Road-II (UER-II), Delhi-Katra Expressway.
The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) is 
developing the 670 km Delhi-Amritsar-Katra greenfield 
expressway, which would provide connectivity to 
Ludhiana, Jalandhar, Gurdaspur and Jammu, under the 
ambitious Bharatmala Pariyojana.
The proposed expressway/greenfield highway and other 
related developments would have major impact in reducing 
travel to tourist/ religious/industrial centres of northern 
India and would reduce the travel time from Delhi to 
Chandigarh to two hours from about five hours, Delhi 
to Manali to eight hours from about 14 hours and Delhi 
to Amritsar to four hours from about eight hours, the 
spokesperson added.

Burning topics of the month

& many more...

Textiles Minister Smriti 
Irani Launched India's 
First Handloom Craft 

Village Sharan.

Bihar Speaker Unveils a 
Book on Crosswords in 

Hindi.

First International Women’s 
Trade Centre in India.

Juventus have appointed Andrea Pirlo as their new head coach on a two-year deal.
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She said the mobile application for the ‘handloom mark 
scheme’ launched by the ministry will not only facilitate 
weavers but also provide consumers with genuine 
handloom products.
The ‘My Handloom’ Portal will also help the consumers get 
information about the best handloom products, said Irani.
“The Union government will provide all possible assistance 
to the handloom sector,” said the Union minister, adding, 
“We all must encourage local products so that the rural 
economy is strengthened.”
A virtual exhibition was also held to link handloom 
exporters with buyers. Chief minister Jai Ram Thakur, who 
joined the conference from Dehra in Kangra,said at present 
around 20,000 people were dependent on handloom for 
earning their livelihood.
Thakur said the Union government had 
sanctioned `118.63 lakh and the state will 
contribute `13.40 lakh for the development 
of Sharan village. The CM said that during 
the lockdown, the cottage industry kept the 
rural economy afloat.

Flipkart Signs MoU With UP Govt's 
One District, One Product (ODOP) 

Scheme      08 Aug' 20

E- c o m m e r c e 
marketplace 
F l i p k a r t 

has signed a 
memorandum of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
(MoU) with the One 
District, One Product 
(ODOP) scheme of 
the Uttar Pradesh government to bring artisans, weavers 
and craftsmen into mainstream business.
Flipkart said that the partnership will enable these under-
served communities to showcase their specialised products 
and crafts to millions of customers across the country.
The initiative called 'Flipkart Samarth' will enable them to 
break entry barriers by extending time-bound incubation 
support which includes benefits in the form of on-boarding, 
free cataloguing, marketing, account management, business 
insights and warehousing support.
"The ODOP scheme was introduced to give a boost to 
the MSME sector while preserving and promoting the 
exquisite, indigenous legacy of art in Uttar Pradesh," said 
Navneet Sehgal, Additional Chief Secretary for MSME and 

2014 to establish seven new IIMs  including IIM Sirmaur 
to fill the gap between demand and supply of corporate 
leaders created by the then existing IIMs. He added that 
on 15th August 2014 it was announced that the IIM for 
Himachal Pradesh would be set up at Dhaulakuan in the 
Sirmaur district. On 12th March 2015, the State Govt. 
allotted a 210 – acres land at Dhaulakuan for development 
of the permanent Campus of the Institute.
The Minister informed that IIM Sirmaur was operationalized 
by IIM Lucknow in August as the mentor Institution 
with the commencement of the first batch of PGP of 20 
students, from its temporary Campus at Paonta Sahib, 
Sirmaur, Himachal Pradesh. And since then the Institution 
is progressing well and is scaling new heights academically 
and infrastructurally. He further informed that the current 
academic activity is operationalised from temporary campus 
which is fully residential for students with 
all modern facilities. The students are not 
only pursuing academics but also engaged 
in various cultural, sporting and CSR and 
community outreach activities.

Textiles Minister Smriti Irani launched 
India's first Handloom Craft Village 

Sharan      07 Aug' 20

Un i o n 
minister of 
textiles and 

women and child 
development Smriti 
Irani said Sharan 
village in Kullu will 
be developed into 
a craft handloom 
village.
On the occasion of the sixth Nation Handloom Day, 
Irani addressed handloom clusters across the country and 
designers at different institutes and craft handloom villages 
over video conferencing.
“Sharan village near Heritage Village, Naggar, is among 
the 10 villages selected as craft handloom villages. This 
will not only promote the handloom industry but also boost 
rural tourism,” she said.
The Union minister said National Institutes of Fashion 
Technology (NIFTs) will help promote handloom products 
in the country.
She said Prime Minister Narendra Modi had also stressed 
on boosting the handloom industry to strengthen the 
handloom sector.

Vice Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi assumed charge as Director General Naval Operations 
(DGNO).
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Arunachal CM launches 
entrepreneurship plan to boost 

economy      15 Aug' 20

Ar u n a c h a l 
P r a d e s h 
c h i e f 

minister Pema 
Khandu launched 
the “Arunachal 
Pradesh Challenge 
Ent repreneursh ip 
Programme” to boost 
entrepreneurship among the people and to set up more 
industrial units in the state.
Khandu said the state government’s scheme “Chief 
Minister Comprehensive Roads Plan 2019 to 2024” would 
strengthen and broaden the road infrastructure in the state.
Addressing a small gathering on Independence Day at 
IG Park in Itanagar, Khandu said the state is taking all 
necessary steps to contain the COVID-19 pandemic.
Arunahcal was among the first few states in the country to 
follow the mandatory institutional quarantine and the RT-
PCR test on all the people who returned to the state from 
different parts of the country, he added.
Arunachal Pradesh, he said, has the lowest 
Covid positivity rate among all the eight 
north-eastern states and ranked in the top 
six in the country in terms of tests per 
million population.

Dhanwantari Rath to bring Ayurveda 
at doorsteps of Delhi Police families      

19 Aug' 20

A MoU was 
s i g n e d 
between the 

All India Institute of 
Ayurveda (AIIA) and 
the Delhi Police for 
extending ayurvedic 
mode of preventive 
and promotive 
health services in the 
residential colonies of the force. Supported by the AYUSH 
ministry, these services will be provided by AIIA through a 
mobile unit named ‘Dhanwantari Rath’ and Police Wellness 
Centres, according to a statement by the ministry.

Export Promotion. "We are confident that the partnership 
with Flipkart will enable artisans and the MSMEs in Uttar 
Pradesh to scale up their business and showcase their skills 
to a national audience," he said.
Rajneesh Kumar, Chief Corporate Affairs Officer at 
Flipkart Group, said that the rich art and handicrafts of 
Uttar Pradesh will now be available to our more than 250 
million consumers across India.
"We are delighted to partner with the Uttar Pradesh 
government to leverage the power of technology and 
innovation through e-commerce to enable artisans and 
craftsmen to realise their full potential," he said in a 
statement late.
Flipkart has previously signed an MoU 
with the Uttar Pradesh Khadi and Village 
Industries Board to benefit weavers and 
artisans by introducing khadi fabrics and 
village industry products on the Flipkart 
marketplace.

Bihar Speaker unveils a book on 
crosswords in Hindi      11 Aug' 20

Bi h a r 
A s s e m b l y 
Speaker Vijay 

Kumar Choudhary 
on  unveiled a book 
on crosswords in 
Hindi.
The book titled 
''Cryptic Crossword- 
Hal Karne Ke Saral Tarike'' has been authored by Alka 
Singh.
Praising the author, Choudhary said that "crosswords was 
emerging as a popular mind game and generally played 
in its English version. To write a book on crosswords, 
explaining the techniques and tricks to solve them, in Hindi 
was no small achievement."
This is a unique milestone in the sense that it is the first 
book in a language other than English on crosswords, the 
Speaker said.
Speaking on the occasion, Singh said that "crosswords did 
appear difficult in the beginning but once one got the hang 
of it, it can be a thrilling pastime."
Singh said that she wanted to write a book 
on crossword in Hindi so that children of 
vernacular medium from hinterland can 
also hone their skills in solving crosswords.

GoAir has appointed Kaushik Khona as its chief executive officer (CEO).
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A signed memorandum of understanding document was 
exchanged between Delhi Police Commissioner S N 
Shrivastava and AYUSH ministry Additional Secretary 
Pramod Kumar Pathak.
The ‘Dhanwantari Rath’ was flagged off in presence of 
AIIA Director Professor Tanuja Nesari. According to the 
statement, AYURAKSHA, a joint venture of AIIA, an 
autonomous institute under AYUSH ministry, and the Delhi 
police, aims to maintain the health of frontline COVID 
warriors through ayurvedic immunity boosting measures.
After distributing AYURAKSHA kits to nearly 80,000 
police personnel for over a period of two months, 
COVID-19 incidence and mortality among the force was 
significantly brought down, the statement said.
In continuation of the project, Ayurveda Preventive and 
Promotive health care are now planned to be extended to 
the families of Delhi police personnel, it said.
On this occasion, Pathak said appreciated the efforts of 
the Delhi police personnel as frontline 
warriors. Prof Nesari highlighted that 
the time-tested and scientifically proven 
prophylactic ayurveda medicines helped 
in significantly reducing the incidence of 
COVID-19 among Delhi Police personnel.

Arjun Munda e-inaugurated Tribes 
India Showroom      21 Aug' 20

Arjun Munda, 
U n i o n 
M i n i s t e r 

for Tribal Affairs 
e-inaugurated via 
a video conference 
a ‘Tribes India 
Showroom’ in Indian 
Globe Chambers of 
LIC Western Zonal Office, Fort, Mumbai. The inaugural 
event was attended by Secretary, MoTA Deepak 
Khandekar, Chairman, TRIFED R. C. Meena and MD, 
TRIFED Pravin Krishna. Renowned designer Ruma Devi 
and cine star Pooja Batra also participated in the  virtual 
inauguration.
The TRIBES INDIA outlet which is located in the 
prestigious area of Fort is the third in the city of Mumbai; 
there are two existing outlets at Panvel and Juhu. The 
newly-inaugurated outlet at Indian Globe Chambers, D N 
Road, Fort, Mumbai is the 122nd Tribes India outlet across 
the country. Besides stocking products – arts and crafts 
from all the 27 Indian states, this is the first stop to focus 

Financial technology firm BharatPe announced the appointment of Suhail Sameer as group 
president.

primarily on Van Dhan essentials and immunity boosters – 
essential products during this pandemic.
Ms. Ruma Devi, noted designer and Goodwill Ambassador 
of Tribes India also appreciated TRIFED’s work even 
during the lockdown which have helped the tribal artisans 
and offered her unstinted cooperation and support.
From a single flagship store at 9 Mahadeo Road, New 
Delhi in 1999, there are now 122 retail outlets across India.
With these renewed and continuous 
initiatives, Tribes India/ TRIFED, Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs continues its endeavour 
towards protecting and furthering the 
interests of the tribal communities across 
the country.

AIIB, India signed USD 500 million 
loan agreement for Mumbai Urban 

Transport Project-III      24 Aug' 20

The government of India, the state government 
of Maharashtra, the Mumbai Railway Vikas 
Corporation and the Asian Infrastructure 

Investment Bank (AIIB) inked a loan agreement worth 
USD 500 million for Mumbai Urban Transport Project-
III (MUTP-III) to improve network capacity, service 
quality and safety of the suburban railway system in 
Mumbai. 
The project is expected to increase the network capacity 
in the region with reduction in journey time and fatal 
accidents of commuters. 
The project will assist in improved mobility, service 
quality and safety of passengers of the suburban railway 
system of Mumbai, by providing faster, more reliable and 
higher quality transport services compared to road-based 
transport. 
There will be direct safety benefits to passengers and the 
public through introduction of trespass control measures. 
The total estimated cost of the project is USD 997 million, 
of which USD 500 million will be financed by AIIB; USD 
310 million by the Maharashtra government and USD 187 
million by the Ministry of Railways. 
The USD 500 million loan from AIIB has a five-year grace 
period and maturity of 30 years. 
The Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR) is the most 
populous metropolitan region in India and expected to 
reach 29.3 million by 2031 and 32.1 million by 2041. 
The population growth represents the core driver behind 
Mumbai’s urban expansion, compelling the state of 
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First International Women’s Trade 
Centre in India      31 Aug' 20

Kerala will 
set up 
India's first 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
women's trade 
centre (WTC), 
in consonance 
with the United 
Nations sustainable 
development goals (SDGs), at Angamaly.

"This initiative aims to accelerate women 
entrepreneurship and secure gender parity while 
providing women with a safe place away from home 
to start new businesses, set up or expand, and get their 
products marketed globally," said Biju Prabhakar, IAS, 
Secretary, Department of Social Justice, Women & 
Child Development.

He was making the keynote address at the webinar 
on ‘Scaling up Opportunities for MSME Women 
Entrepreneurs in Kerala’ organized by FICCI Kerala State 
Council.  

Besides serving as a facilitator to launch their own 
ventures, WTC will enable women entrepreneurs to come 
forward and participate in international trade, enjoy greater 
economic benefits and enhance their competitiveness to tap 
market opportunities. REACH or Resource Enhancement 
Academy for Career Heights is also aimed at empowering 
women with the required life-skills to ensure success in 
life.  

N S K Umesh, IAS, executive director-invest cell, KSIDC, 
said Kerala has already come across a crisis similar to 
the Covid19 pandemic in the past. "We have come out 
successfully of such crisis and Make in Kerala is what 
is going to matter. NRKs are also coming back in huge 
numbers. We have to come out with tangible projects,” he 
said.

WE Mission Kerala of KSIDC aims at scaling up the 
women-led endeavours through comprehensive support 
measures. Ecommerce enabling local 
MSMEs to go global in the Digital Era, 
www.graameen.in   a venture of Eram 
Group was the Supporting Partner for the 
event.

The “Union Home Minister’s Medal for Excellence in Investigation” for the year 2020 have 
been awarded to 121 Police personnel.

Maharashtra to prioritise sound urban and 
infrastructure planning which balances 
economic activities, mobility as well as the 
optimisation of environmental and social 
outcomes. 

Gujarat topped NITI Aayogs report 
on 2020 Export Preparedness Index      

26 Aug' 20

Gujarat has 
topped the 
Niti Aayog’s 

Export Preparedness 
Index 2020 followed 
by Maharashtra and 
Tamil Nadu in the 
second and third 
place respectively, 
according to the government think tank’s report.
According to the report released, six coastal states -- Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Odisha, Karnataka and Kerala -- 
feature in the top ten rankings, indicating the presence of 
strong enabling and facilitating factors to promote exports. 
Among the landlocked states, Rajasthan has performed the 
best, followed by Telangana and Haryana.
Among the Himalayan states, Uttarakhand topped the 
chart, followed by Tripura and Himachal Pradesh. Across 
Union Territories, Delhi has performed the best, followed 
by Goa and Chandigarh. The report stated that Chhattisgarh 
and Jharkhand are two landlocked states that had initiated 
several measures to promote exports. Niti Aayog in 
partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness released 
the first Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2020. The EPI 
intends to identify challenges and opportunities and 
encourage a facilitative regulatory framework.
On policy parameters, Maharashtra topped the index 
followed by Gujarat and Jharkhand, while on business 
ecosystem parameter, Gujarat was ranked number one 
followed by Delhi and Tamil Nadu. In the export ecosystem 
parameter, Maharashtra topped the Index followed by 
Odisha and Rajasthan and on the export performance 
parameter, Mizoram led the index, followed by Gujarat 
and Maharashtra. The report pointed 
out that at present, 70 per cent of India’s 
export has been dominated by five states 
– Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu and Telangana.
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Burning topics of the month

& many more...

US Senate Approves 
Tiktok Ban on Government 

Devices.

Historic Peace Agreement 
between UAE & Israel.

China Launches 5th 
Gaofen-9 Series Earth 
Observation Satellite.

UAE becomes 1st Arab Nation to 
open a Nuclear Power Plant 

03 Aug' 20

The United 
Arab Emirates 
has launched 

operations at the 
Arab world's first 
nuclear power plant, 
on the Gulf coast just 
east of Qatar.
Nuclear fission has 
begun in one of four reactors at the Barakah plant, which 
uses South Korean technology.
The plant was due to open in 2017 but start-up was delayed 
for what officials said were safety requirements.
The oil-rich UAE wants Barakah to meet a quarter of its 
energy needs, as it adopts more sustainable energy sources.
Just two weeks ago the UAE sent a probe on a mission 
to Mars - another high-profile scientific first for the Gulf 
nation.
The UAE is also investing heavily in solar power - a plentiful 
energy source in the Gulf. Some energy 
experts question the logic of Barakah, 
arguing that solar power is cleaner, cheaper 
and makes more sense in a region plagued 
by political tensions and terrorism.

US Senate approves TikTok ban on 
government devices      07 Aug' 20

The U.S. Senate unanimously voted to approve a 
bill banning federal employees from using video-
sharing app TikTok on government-issued devices, 

amid threats from the White House to ban the company.

The app has come 
under fire from U.S. 
lawmakers and the 
Trump administration 
over national security 
concerns because 
China's ByteDance 
owns the technology. 
The company 
currently faces a deadline of Sept. 15 either to sell its 
U.S. operations to Microsoft Corp or another U.S. firm 
or face an outright ban. Sources previously told Reuters 
that ByteDance executives value all of TikTok at more 
than $50 billion. Under a Chinese law introduced in 2017, 
companies have an obligation to support and cooperate 
with the country's national intelligence work.
"I'm encouraged by the bipartisan support we have seen in 
this body to hold the Chinese Communist Party accountable 
and that includes ... holding accountable those corporations 
who would just do China's bidding," Senator Josh Hawley, 
who sponsored the bill, said in a statement.
"And, if I have anything to say about it, we won't be stopping 
here," the Republican senator added. Last month, the 
House of Representatives voted to bar federal employees 
from downloading the app on government-issued devices 
as part of a proposal offered by Representative Ken Buck.
A finalized version of the bill, combining the House and 
Senate versions, would need President Donald Trump's 
approval to become law. When asked if the president 
favored the legislation, a White House official said "We 
support Congress' intent to protect government-issued 
devices against the privacy and security risks inherent in 
certain third-party applications." A TikTok 
spokeswoman said its growing U.S. team 
has no higher priority than promoting a 
safe app experience that protects users' 
privacy.

A total of 926 Police personnel have been awarded Medals on the occasion of Independence 
Day, 2020.
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The development 
paves the way for 
the mass inoculation 
of the Russian 
population, even 
as the final stage 
of clinical trials 
to test safety and 
efficacy continue. 
The speed at which Russia is moving to roll out its vaccine 
highlights its determination to win the global race for an 
effective product, but has stirred concerns that it may be 
putting national prestige before sound science and safety. 
Regulators around the world have insisted that the rush 
to develop COVID-19 vaccines will not compromise 
safety. But recent surveys show growing public distrust 
in governments’ efforts to rapidly produce such a vaccine. 
Russian health workers treating COVID-19 patients will be 
offered the chance of volunteering to be vaccinated soon 
after the vaccine’s approval, a source told 
Reuters last month. More than 100 possible 
vaccines are being developed around 
the world to try to stop the COVID-19 
pandemic. At least four are in final Phase 
III human trials, according to WHO data.

Historic peace agreement between 
UAE & Israel      13 Aug' 20

Israel and the United Arab Emirates have reached a deal 
to normalise relations, with Israel agreeing to suspend 
its controversial plans to annex parts of the occupied 

West Bank.
In a surprise statement by US President Donald Trump, who 
helped broker it, the countries called the accord "historic" 
and a breakthrough toward peace. Until now Israel has 
had no diplomatic relations with Gulf Arab countries. But 
shared worries over Iran have led to unofficial contacts 
between them.
Palestinian leaders were reportedly taken by surprise. A 
spokesman for President Mahmoud Abbas said the deal 
amounted to "treason", and the Palestinian ambassador to 
the UAE was being recalled.
President Trump called the deal between Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan "a truly historic moment". It marks only 
the third Israel-Arab peace deal since Israel's declaration of 
independence in 1948, after Egypt and Jordan.
"Now that the ice has been broken I expect more Arab and 
Muslim countries will follow the United Arab Emirates," 

Mauritius declares a “state of 
environmental emergency” 

08 Aug' 20

Mauritius has 
d e c l a r e d 
a "state 

of environmental 
emergency" and 
asked France for help 
after an oil spill from 
a Japanese-owned 
ship near vulnerable 
waters. The island of Mauritius declared an environmental 
emergency over an oil spill caused by a Japanese-owned 
ship that was stranded off the coast days ago.
The MV Wakashio, owned by Japanese companies Okiyo 
Maritime Corporation and Nagashiki Shipping Co. Ltd., 
was on its way from Brazil from Singapore carrying close 
to 4,000 tons of fuel when it ran aground on July 25.
Cracks have appeared in the ship's hull, causing an oil 
spill that "represents a danger" for the nearly 1.3 million 
residents of the Indian Ocean island."Our country doesn't 
have the skills and expertise to refloat stranded ships, 
so I have appealed for help from France and President 
Emmanuel Macron," Prime Minister Pravind Jugnauth 
said earlier in the day, as the French island of Reunion is 
Mauritius' closest neighbor. Nearly 400 sea booms have 
been deployed to control the spill and the police are looking 
into causes, including possible negligence, the government 
of Mauritius said in a statement.
As more diesel and oil leaks into the water, it may have 
a catastrophic effect on Mauritius, environmental group 
Greenpeace Africa has said."Thousands of species around 
the pristine lagoons of Blue Bay, Pointe d'Esny and 
Mahebourg are at risk of drowning in a 
sea of pollution, with dire consequences 
for Mauritius' economy, food security and 
health," Greenpeace Africa's climate and 
energy manager Happy Khambule said in a 
statement. 

Russia becomes 1st country to register 
COVID-19 Vaccine      11 Aug' 20

President Vladimir Putin said on August 11 that 
Russia had become the first country in the world to 
grant regulatory approval to a COVID-19 vaccine 

after less than two months of human testing, a move hailed 
by Moscow as evidence of its scientific prowess.

President Ram Nath Kovind has approved 84 gallantry awards for defence personnel, including 
nine Shaurya Chakra.
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IT company Tech Mahindra and Hinduja Group's CyQureX announced a global partnership 

to jointly offer cyber security solutions.

he told reporters in the Oval Office, saying there would be 
a signing ceremony at the White House in 
the coming weeks.
Earlier, in response to a President Trump's 
tweeted announcement, Mr Netanyahu 
wrote in Hebrew: "Historic day."

India and Nepal to speed up 
implementation of projects in the 
Himalayan nation      17 Aug' 20

Senior diplomats of India and Nepal held a virtual 
meeting during which they comprehensively 
reviewed the progress made on various India-aided 

developmental projects in the Himalayan nation and 
decided to expedite their implementation.
The meeting came days after Prime Minister K P Sharma 
Oli telephoned his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi to 
greet him on India's 74th Independence Day, in the first 
high-level contact after bilateral ties came under severe 
strain following issuance of a new political map by Nepal 
in May.
Nepalese Foreign Secretary Shanker Das Bairagi and 
Indian Ambassador to Nepal Vinay Mohan Kwatra led the 
delegations representing their respective countries during 
the 8th meeting of Oversight Mechanism.
The meeting, held virtually due to the coronavirus outbreak, 
carried out a comprehensive review of bilateral economic 
and development cooperation projects since its 7th meeting 
held on July 8, 2019.
During the meeting, both sides deliberated on the issues 
and agreed to expedite their implementation, according to a 
press release issued by the Indian Embassy here.
The two sides noted "the progress made in the development 
projects in the last one year, including reconstruction of 
46,301 earthquake damaged houses in Gorkha and Nuwakot 
districts the operationalization of Motihari-Amlekhgunj, 
cross border petroleum products pipeline, the Integrated 
Check Post at Biratnagar and the High Impact Community 
Development Projects."
Nepal also noted with appreciation COVID-19 related 
assistance, including the supply of medical equipment by 
India, the release said.
The meeting mainly discussed the status of implementation 
of the on-going projects under Nepal-India 
bilateral cooperation covering Terai roads, 
cross-border railways, Arun-III hydropower 
project and petroleum products pipelines, 
according to the Nepalese Foreign Ministry.

Francisco Asue reappointed as PM of 
Equatorial Guinea      19 Aug' 20

Fr a n c i s c o 
Asue was 
reappointed as 

the Prime Minister 
of the Republic of 
Equatorial Guinea 
for 3rd consecutive 
term. On 14th August 
2020, after he and the 
government resigned last week after criticism from long-
standing President Teodoro Obiang. Francisco Pascual 
Eyegue Obama Asue was reappointed, The Asue 
government tendered the resignation to President Teodoro 
Obiang, following the criticism of the president. The 
government was dissolved to resolve the economic 
situation. Francisco Asue was first appointed as the Prime 
Minister of Equatorial Guinea on 23rd June 2016. 
Equatorial Guinea, a central African oil producer, has 
suffered double economic shock due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the drop in the price of 
crude, which is the source of three-quarters 
of the state’s revenue. According to the 
International Monetary Fund figures, the 
country’s economy is expected to contract 
by 5.5% in 2020.

Selling at GBP 2,60,000 Mahatma 
Gandhi's gold-plated spectacles 
break all records for UK auction 

house      22 Aug' 20

A pair of 
gold-plated 
s p e c t a c l e s 

believed to have been 
worn by Mahatma 
Gandhi and presented 
as a gift in the 1900s 
have broken all 
records for a United 
Kingdom auction house by selling for Rs 2,55,000,00 or 
GBP 2,60,000.
The glasses, which were dropped through the letterbox of 
East Bristol Auctions in Hanham, south-west England, four 
weeks ago were estimated to fetch between GBP 10,000 and 
GBP 15,000. But, the online bids for the lot kept multiplying 
to finally go under the hammer of the six-figure sum.
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Saudi Arabia's state oil company 
Aramco suspends 10 billion dollar 

China oil refinery project      24 Aug' 20

Saudi Arabia’s state oil company Aramco has 
suspended a deal to build a 10 billion dollar 
refining and petrochemicals complex in China. 

Aramco decided to stop investing in the facility in China’s 
Northeastern province of Liaoning due to uncertain market 
outlook.
The oil-price crash and Corona’s impact on energy demand 
have changed the calculations for energy companies’ 
projects around the world. Aramco plans deep cuts to its 
capital spending as it tries to maintain a 75 billion dollar 
dividend amid low crude prices and rising debt. The 
kingdom -- Aramco’s main recipient of those dividends -- 
is suffering a major squeeze on its public 
finances.
The joint venture was signed when Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman was in 
Beijing in February last year.

World Health Organization declares 
Africa free of polio      25 Aug' 20

Africa Regional Certification Commission certified 
the WHO African Region as wild polio-free 
after four years without a case. With this historic 

milestone, five of the six WHO regions – representing over 
90% of the world’s population – are now free of the wild 
poliovirus, moving the world closer to achieving global 
polio eradication.
Only two countries worldwide continue to see wild 
poliovirus transmission: Pakistan and Afghanistan.
The Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) 
congratulates the national governments of the 47 countries 
in the WHO African Region for today’s achievement.
World Health Organization has declared Africa free of 
polio, a landmark in a decades-long campaign to eradicate 
the notorious disease around the world. This was announced 
by WHO Regional Director of Africa, Dr Matshidiso Moeti. 
She described this as a historic day for Africa.
A commission led by Prof. Rose Gana Fomban Leke, has 
certified that no cases had occurred on 
the continent for the past four years, the 
threshold for eradication of poliovirus. The 
WHO said, poliovirus now joins smallpox 
in the list of viruses that have been wiped 
out in Africa.

The unnamed new owner of the spectacles is an elderly 
man from Mangotsfield, South Gloucestershire in south-
west England, who will split the GBP 2,60,000 with his 
daughter.
The glasses are said to have been in the 
family of the vendor in England, also an 
elderly gentleman. He was told by his father 
that they were a gift to his uncle when he 
was working for British Petroleum in South 
Africa between 1910 and 1930.

China launches 5th Gaofen-9 series 
Earth observation satellite      23 Aug' 20

Ch i n a 
successfully 
launched a 

new optical remote-
sensing satellite from 
its Jiuquan Satellite 
Launch Centre in 
northwest China. The 
satellite, Gaofen-9 
05, was sent into orbit by a Long March-2D carrier rocket.
A multifunctional test satellite and another satellite named 
Tiantuo-5 were also launched via the rocket.
China successfully launched a new Earth observation 
satellite, Gaofen-9 05, from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch 
Center in northwest China at 10:27 a.m. on 23rd August, 
according to the China National Space Administration.
The satellite, sent into orbit by a Long March-2D carrier 
rocket, is an optical remote-sensing satellite with a 
resolution up to the sub-meter level.
The satellite will be mainly used for land surveying, city 
planning, road network design, crop yield estimation and 
disaster prevention and mitigation, as well as providing 
information for the construction of the Belt and Road.
Other payloads carried on the rocket include a multi-
functional experimental satellite and Tiantuo-5, a 
spacecraft developed by the National University of Defense 
Technology.
The experimental satellite will have its communication to 
navigation technology being further tested, while Tiantuo-5 
will be used to verify in-orbit information collection 
capabilities from ships, spacecraft and 
Internet of Things.
This launch was the 343rd mission of the 
Long March rocket series and the 23rd for 
China in 2020.

Retail inflation for industrial workers eased to 5.06 percent in June this year from 8.59 
percent in the same month of 2019.
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rate after the assessment of the current and evolving 
macroeconomic situation, and modulation of liquidity 
conditions to anchor money market rates at or around the 
repo rate.
The Central Government has constituted the six-member 
monetary policy committee (MPC) in September 2016, 
according to the Section 45ZB of the amended RBI Act, 
1934.
The composition of the Monetary Policy Committee is 
as follows:
1. Governor of the Reserve Bank of India - Chairperson, 

ex officio: Shaktikanta Das
2. Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, in 

charge of Monetary Policy- Member, ex officio: Dr. 
Michael Debabrata Patra

3. One officer of the Reserve Bank of India to be 
nominated by the Central Board - Member, ex officio: 
Dr. Mridul K. Saggar

4. Dr. Chetan Ghate, Professor, Indian Statistical Institute 
(ISI): Member

5. Dr. Pami Dua, Director, Delhi School of Economics: 
Member

6. Dr. Ravindra H. Dholakia, Professor, Indian Institute 
of Management, Ahmedabad: Member.

Some important instruments of Monetary Policy: The RBI's 
Monetary Policy has several direct and indirect instruments 
which is used for implementing the monetary policy. Some 
important instruments of Monetary Policy are as follows:
Accommodative stance of RBI's Monetary Policy 
Statement: ccommodative stance is taken 
by the RBI's Monetary Policy Committee 
to expand the overall money supply to 
boost the economy when the growth is 
slowing down.

RBI’s 2nd Bi-Monthly Monetary Policy 
Statement 2020-21 Released 

06 Aug' 20

The Monetary 
P o l i c y 
Committee of 

the Reserve Bank of 
India met on 4th, 5th 
and 6th August for 
its second meeting 
of 2020-21. During 
the second Monetary 
Policy meet, the MPC analysed the current & evolving 
macroeconomic and financial conditions and has decided to 
continue with the accommodative stance to revive growth 
as well as to mitigate the impact of COVID-19. With its 
decisions, MPC aims to keep inflation within the target and 
hence to preserve financial stability.
Also, for the year 2020-21 , as a whole, real GDP growth is 
expected to be negative.
The key decisions taken in the Monetary Policy Committee 
meeting are:
Monetary Policy is the central bank's policy which uses the 
monetary instruments like Repo rate, Reverse repo rate, 
Liquidity Adjustment Facility and many others, to achieve 
the goals stated in the Act. In India, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has been given the responsibility of conducting 
monetary policy as mandated under the Reserve Bank of 
India Act, 1934.
The Monetary Policy Framework:
The amendment in the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act, 
1934 provides the Reserve Bank of India a legislative 
mandate to operate the monetary policy framework of 
the country. This framework aims to set the policy (repo) 

Burning topics of the month

& many more...

KV Kamath Committee 
to Help With Covid-19 

Related Stressed Assets.

HSBC India Launches 
“Green Deposit 
Programme”.

SBI General Insurance 
Launches “Shagun – Gift 

an Insurance” Policy.

Digital banking fintech startup Niyo has acquired mutual funds investment platform 
Goalwise in a cash-and-stock deal to expand its product offering.
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Deficit Grant as recommended by the 15th Finance 
Commission.
These States are Andhra Pradesh, Assam, 
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Punjab, 
Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttrakhand, West 
Bengal and Sikkim.

RBI announces steps to ease 
pressure on liquidity and to maintain 

congenial financial conditions for 
sustainable recovery of economic 

growth      14 Aug' 20

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) tannounced a host of 
steps, including term repo operations totaling Rs. 1 
lakh crore in mid-September to ease pressure on the 

liquidity and maintain congenial financial conditions with a 
view to ensuring sustainable recovery of economic growth. 
In a statement, the central bank said the RBI stands ready 
to conduct market operations as required through a variety 
of instruments so as to ensure orderly market functioning. 
It added that recently market sentiment has been impacted 
by concerns relating to the inflation outlook and the fiscal 
situation amidst global developments that have firmed up 
yields abroad.
The RBI said that in order to reduce the cost of funds, banks 
that had availed of funds under long-term repo operations 
(LTROs) may exercise an option of reversing these 
transactions before maturity. It thus further added that the 
banks may reduce their interest liability by returning funds 
taken at the repo rate prevailing at that time (5.15 per cent) 
and availing funds at the current repo rate of 4 per cent. The 
central bank added that the last date for paying the second 
installment of advance tax is September 15. Further, RBI 
said that it will conduct additional special open market 
operations involving the simultaneous 
purchase and sale of government securities 
for an aggregate amount of Rs 20,000 crore 
in two tranches of Rs 10,000 crore each. The 
auctions would be conducted on September 
10, 2020, and September 17, 2020.

HDFC Bank launches “Shaurya KGC 
Card” to members of armed forces      

14 Aug' 20

HDFC Bank has launched “Shaurya KGC Card” for 
Indian armed forces personnel. Based on Kisan 
Credit Card guidelines, this unique product is 

KV Kamath committee to help with 
Covid-19 related stressed assets 

07 Aug' 20

The Reserve 
Bank of 
India set 

up an expert 
committee under 
veteran banker K V 
Kamath to suggest 
financial parameters 
for resolution of 
coronavirus-related stressed assets.
The committee will submit its recommendations to the 
RBI, which will notify them along with modifications, if 
any, in 30 days.
As part of the Statement on Developmental and Regulatory 
Policies released along with the Monetary Policy Statement, 
the RBI has announced a ‘Resolution Framework for 
COVID-19-related Stress’, as a special window under the 
Prudential Framework on Resolution of Stressed Assets 
issued on June 7, 2019.
The resolution framework envisages constitution of an 
expert committee by the RBI to make recommendations 
on the required financial parameters to be factored in 
into the resolution plans, with sector-specific benchmark 
ranges for such parameters. The expert committee will also 
undertake the process validation for the resolution plans to 
be implemented under this framework, without going into 
the commercial aspects, in respect of all accounts with an 
aggregate exposure of Rs 1,500 crore and above at the time 
of invocation.
The other members of the committee will be Diwakar Gupta 
(effective September 1, 2020, after the completion of his 
term as vice-president of ADB); T N Manoharan (effective 
August 14, 2020, after the completion of 
his term as chairman of Canara Bank); and 
Ashvin Parekh will be strategy advisor; and 
the Indian Banks’ Association CEO will 
function as member secretary of the panel.

Govt releases Rs 6,195 cr to 14 states 
as fifth equated monthly instalment 

under 15th Finance Commission 
recommendation      12 Aug' 20

Government has released six thousand 195 crore 
rupees to 14 states as the fifth equated monthly 
instalment of the Post Devolution Revenue 

Telecom company Bharti Airtel announced a multi-year strategic collaboration with 
Amazon Web Services to offer a suite of cloud solutions to businesses in India.
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Mr. PC Kandpal, 
MD and CEO, SBI 
General Insurance 
said that ‘Shagun’ 
is a unique offering 
by SBI General on 
the launch of the 
product. He said 
that milestones or 
auspicious occasions are often celebrated by gifting either 
something or an envelope of money in our Indian culture. 
This action signifies well wishes and good luck. Thus, 
‘Shagun’ as a valued gift of protection to be replaced for 
such type of souvenir. Moreover, with the name ‘Shagun’, 
the premium amount also has a touch of our Indian culture 
as the premium of the product has been devised as Rs 501, 
1001, 2001.
‘Shagun’ can be gifted by a gift-giver to family, friends, 
extended family, and even domestic helpers, drivers, cook, 
etc. The receiver of the gift could be 18 to 65 years in age. 
For up to one year, this policy can be used.
With certain terms and conditions, this policy covers 
the following:-
Accidental Death (AD) – In case of accidental death of 
the insured person, the total sum insured is paid to the 
nominee.
Permanent Total Disablement (PTD) – a percentage of 
the sum insured is paid to the insured person in the case 
permanent total disablement is caused by accidental bodily 
injury.
In addition to this, the following covers are also 
included:-
(a) Education Benefit- either one percent of the 

sum insured or Rs 50000, whichever is lower, is 
paid for education benefit of a maximum of two 
children.

(b) Adaption Allowance – either one percent of the sum 
insured or Rs 25000, whichever is lower, is paid for 
modifying house or vehicle

Permanent Partial Disability (PPD) – a percentage of 
the sum insured is paid to the insured person in the case 
permanent partial disablement is caused by accidental 
bodily injury.
Ambulance Cover- 10 percent of the sum 
insured or a maximum of Rs 1 lakh will be 
paid for expenses occurred at the time of 
availing the Ambulance Service ( including 
air ambulance) while transferring the 
insured person.

loaded with several 
new features. 
‘Shaurya KGC Card’ 
will benefit over 45 
lakh Indian armed 
forces personnel, the 
bank said.
The Shaurya KGC 
Card offers a life 
cover of `10 lakh as against `2 lakh for an average card. 
Considering the nature of armed forces personnel's job, this 
card comes with simple and easy documentation process 
that does not require physical presence.
“The Shaurya KGC Card will provide armed forces 
personnel with finance for agricultural requirements 
like production of crop, post-harvest maintenance and 
consumption needs. They can also avail of this funding to 
purchase farm machinery, irrigation equipment or construct 
storage structures," HDFC Bank said in a statement. The 
loan facility can also be availed at its branches or through 
its e-Kisan Dhan app.
All branches of the armed forces including those who serve 
in Army, Navy and Air Force, as well as Para Military 
Forces will be eligible for this product.
Launched under HDFC Bank's 'Har Gaon Hamara' initiative, 
‘Shaurya KGC Card’ is aimed largely towards armed 
forces personnel from semi-urban and rural communities. 
'Har Gaon Hamara' is aimed at providing banking facilities 
to customers in the rural and under-served areas of the 
country.
The new product was launched digitally 
from Mumbai by Aditya Puri, Managing 
Director, HDFC Bank on the eve of India’s 
74th Independence Day. Rajinder Babbar, 
Business Head, Rural Banking Group, 
HDFC Bank was also present.

SBI General Insurance launches 
“Shagun – Gift an insurance” policy      

18 Aug' 20

Shagun- Gift an insurance, a unique gift of Personal 
Accident Policy has been recently launched by 
SBI General Insurance, one of the leading general 

insurance companies in India as a first-of-its-kind offering. 
SBI General filed this product under IRDAI’s Sandbox 
regulations. The distinguishing aspect of this policy is 
that it can be gifted to anyone you wish which means it is 
not important for the policy buyer to be in relation to the 
insured.

State-owned Punjab National Bank launched a campaign to encourage customers to use 
digital banking channels.
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Of the total project cost of USD 3.94 billion, the Centre will 
provide USD 1.89 billion and co-financiers are expected to 
provide USD 1 billion.
A USD 3 million grant from ADB''s Japan 
Fund for Poverty Reduction will support 
various activities, including provision of 
visual, hearing and mobility aids, such as 
wheelchairs for differently abled persons.

HSBC India launches “Green Deposit 
Programme”      20 Aug' 20

HSBC India 
l a u n c h e d 
its Green 

Deposit Programme, 
an initiative that 
will be available 
to its corporate 
clients. Under the 
programme, deposits 
will used for financing green initiatives such as renewable 
energy, clean transportation, pollution prevention & 
control, green building, sustainable water, waste water 
management and others, providing a simple way for 
companies to support environmentally-beneficial projects.
The Green Deposit is available in Rs as Term Deposit. 
According to the HSBC India, this unique fixed tenure 
deposit will go towards financing eligible businesses 
and projects that promote the transition to a low-carbon, 
climate resilient and sustainable economy.HSBC will 
providing its customers with a quarterly report mentioning 
the portfolio-level information regarding the use of the 
deposited funds.
Commenting on the launch of the Green Deposit 
Programme, Hitendra Dave, Head-Global Banking and 
Markets, HSBC India said, “It is becoming increasingly 
obvious to business leaders that sustainability is a strategic 
business imperative. We are well positioned to leverage 
our global expertise and resources to support our clients’ 
journey towards embedding sustainability as a strategic 
priority. Our Green Deposit proposition is designed to 
help corporates participate in the sustainability agenda 
with the safety and assurance of a bank deposit. It is 
equally suitable for corporates who have either a mature 
sustainability agenda or are looking to 
start on this path. This product is aligned 
with our global commitments towards 
sustainable financing and will allow clients 
to participate in the journey towards a low 
carbon economy.”

ADB approved USD 1 billion loan for 
rapid transit system in India 

18 Aug' 20

The Asian 
Development 
Bank (ADB) 

said it has approved a 
USD 1 billion loan to 
support construction 
of modern, high-
speed Delhi–Meerut 
Regional Rapid 
Transit System.
The transit system project aims to help decongest the city 
and improve regional connectivity by establishing transit 
options through the densely populated sections of the NCR, 
connecting Delhi to Meerut in Uttar Pradesh, ADB said.
Announcing the approval of the loan, ADB in a release said 
that this project will finance the construction of railway 
tracks, station buildings, maintenance facilities, and 
traction and power supply.
The 82-kilometer Delhi-Meerut regional rapid transit 
system (RRTS) network is the first of three priority rail 
corridors in the country''s integrated transport network 
under the NCR Regional Plan 2021.
The RRTS will use advanced, high technology signaling 
systems based on latest standards and will have multimodal 
hubs to ensure smooth interchange with other transport 
modes, it said.
The design of the stations will consider the needs of the 
elderly, women, children, and differently abled.
The Manila-headquartered multilateral lending agency 
further said financing for the project will be implemented 
in four tranches between August 2020 and May 2025.
Announcing the approval of the loan, ADB in a release said 
that this project will finance the construction of railway 
tracks, station buildings, maintenance facilities, and 
traction and power supply.
The 82-kilometer Delhi-Meerut regional rapid transit 
system (RRTS) network is the first of three priority rail 
corridors in the country''s integrated transport network 
under the NCR Regional Plan 2021.
The design of the stations will consider the needs of the 
elderly, women, children, and differently abled.
The Manila-headquartered multilateral lending agency 
further said financing for the project will be implemented 
in four tranches between August 2020 and May 2025.

Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu India LLP (Deloitte) has announced the acquisition of 
advertising and marketing advisory and analytics firm Spatial Access.
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ICICI Lombard, Bharti AxA to merge 
general insurance businesses 

22 Aug' 20

Ge n e r a l 
i n s u r a n c e 
companies 

ICICI Lombard 
General Insurance 
Company and 
Bharti AXA General 
Insurance Company 
have announced 
the merger of their businesses. Following the ICICI 
Lombard’s board meeting, a scheme of arrangement 
was approved to combine the two ventures, according 
to the filing with exchanges. As per the share exchange 
ratio recommended by independent valuers and 
accepted by the respective boards of ICICI Lombard 
and Bharti AXA, the shareholders of Bharti AXA shall 
get two shares of ICICI Lombard for every 115 shares 
of Bharti AXA held by them as on the date when the 
scheme of arrangement is approved by the board of two 
companies.
The deal would help ICICI Lombard become the third-
largest non-life insurer, the company said in a release. The 
merged business will have a market share of around 8.7 
per cent on a Pro-forma basis. “This is a landmark step in 
the journey of ICICI Lombard and we are 
confident that this transaction would be 
value accretive for our shareholders. We 
are excited by the capabilities and strengths 
that Bharti AXA will add to our franchise,” 
said Bhargav Dasgupta, MD & CEO of 
ICICI Lombard General Insurance.

NABARD rolls out Debt and Credit 
Guarantee Product      24 Aug' 20

The National 
Bank for 
Agriculture and 

Rural Development 
(NABARD) said it has 
introduced a dedicated 
debt and credit 
guarantee product to 
ensure unhindered 
flow of credit in rural areas hit by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The product- Structured Finance and Partial Guarantee 
Programme to NBFC-MFIs -entails providing partial 

Engineering major ABB India has opened a new robotics facility to support the digital 
transformation of manufacturing in India.

guarantee on pooled loans extended to small and mid-sized 
micro finance institutions (MFIs), a release said.
NABARD signed a pact with Vivriti Capital and Ujjivan 
Small Finance Bank earlier this month to roll out the 
initiative, which will enhance access to sustainable finance 
for microenterprises and low-income households. The 
partially guaranteed loan facility will catalyse much-
needed financing to millions of households, agricultural 
and business markets to sustain in the post COVID-19 
environment, NABARD Chairman G R Chintala said. It 
will help facilitate Rs 2,500 crore funding 
in the initial phase and is expected to be 
scaled up. The programme is expected to 
cover over 1 million households across 28 
states and 650 districts, the release said.

CMIA partnered with UNDP to set up 
help desk for MSMEs      24 Aug' 20

The Chamber of 
Marathwada 
Industries and 

Agriculture (CMIA) 
has joined hands with 
the United Nations 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Programme (UNDP) 
to set up a help desk 
which will provide support to MSMEs. 

The help desk will provide information on various 
government safety guidelines, regulatory norms, schemes 
and support measures during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
states a release issued by CMIA. 

“The help desk will support MSMEs through in-person 
and telephonic consultation. It will offer advisory 
services on scaling operations and bridging the skill gap. 
It will also facilitate linkages to financial institutions and 
government departments,” said CMIA secretary Satish 
Lonika.

It will also help recruiting skilled workforce in partnership 
with state skill development missions and other relevant 
government departments and support agencies. “The help 
desk will host regular webinars, consultation and interactive 
sessions for MSMEs to address or alleviate Covid-19 
related business challenges. The help desk 
will be active till January 2021. MSMEs are 
requested to reach out to CMIA to benefit 
from the services being offered by the help 
desk,” Lonikar said.



43

ECONOmY

OCTOBER 2020  MICA

administrators and 
senior officers of 
the central and state 
governments, and 
discussed the issues 
of pushing industrial 
manufacturing in the 
country, attracting 
i n v e s t m e n t s , 
pushing the approach of ‘One District One Product’ 
(ODOP), and promote a National Movement Towards 
‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat’. 

Piyush Goyal e-launched the National GIS-enabled Land 
Bank system (https://iis.ncog.gov.in/parks) for 6 states. 
The system is being developed by the integration of 
the Industrial Information System (IIS) with state GIS 
systems. 

Launching the system, Goyal expressed the confidence 
that other states/UTs will be onboarded by December 
2020, stating that this is a prototype only and will be 
developed further with inputs from states, to make it an 
effective, transparent mechanism of land identification and 
procurement.

Goyal called upon the states to collectively work in the 
spirit of ‘Team India’ to enhance industrial activity in the 
country, attract investment and provide a better life to 1.3 
billion people of India, and better prospects for the coming 
generations. 

The minister asked the states to appoint a senior officer 
who can facilitate its quick adoption, adding that the order 
promotes Aatamnirbhar Bharat and would open a large 
number of employment opportunities, and hence there 
is no reason for any objection to this order by any state. 
State Governments of Manipur, Nagaland and Sikkim have 
adopted the Order so far.

The approach seeks to add existing industrial capacity 
beyond the urban areas and create 
productive manufacturing from a rural/
semi-urban area, said Goyal, adding that 
the future manufacturing clusters may also 
have low-value addition manufacturing 
clusters in rural India.

Department of Biotechnology has provided seed funding for the development of 
Gennova’s novel self-amplifying mRNA-based vaccine candidate for COVID19.

ICICI Bank uses satellite data to 
assess creditworthiness of farmers      

25 Aug' 20

ICICI Bank has 
announced that 
it will make use 

of satellite data, in 
combination with 
technologies from 
agri-tech and fin-
tech firms, to offer 
advanced, remote 
credit assessment for extending loans to farmers. The 
technology will involve using advanced satellite imagery to 
assess farm lands in parameters such as land quality, location, 
irrigation and year-round crop patterns. This data set will 
be combined with demographic data as well as financial 
spending patterns from fin-tech companies, in a bid to 
increase maximum credit allocation for farmers with existing 
credit history, as well as introduce farmers new to the credit 
system with faster assessment and lesser hassle. All of this, 
ICICI Bank claims, will help them reduce the time taken for 
processing farmer loans down from 15 days to a “few” days.
Among the type of data that will be collected by ICICI 
Bank to extend loans to farmers include data and patterns 
of rainfall and average temperature at a particular location, 
soil moisture data assessed through satellite imagery and 
smart analytics driven by agri-tech firms, availability 
of surface level water for easy irrigation, extensive crop 
trends for a particular farmer’s farm lands including types 
of crops grown, duration between sowing and harvesting, 
as well as average quality and health of 
crop yields. Additional data that will be 
collected by ICICI Bank also include 
size and location of farm lands, and their 
proximity to warehouses and marketplaces 
for the farmers to sell their produce.

Centre launches National GIS-
enabled land bank system for 6 states 

to boost investments      27 Aug' 20

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal (August 27) held a virtual meeting 
with the industry ministers of states, UT 
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BCCI suspends title sponsorship deal 
with Vivo for upcoming IPL      07 Aug' 20

The Board of 
Control for 
Cricket in 

India (BCCI) has 
suspended the title 
sponsorship deal 
with Chinese mobile 
phone company Vivo 
for the upcoming 
edition of the Indian Premier League.
The BCCI in a statement said that Vivo will not be 
associated with the IPL this year. VIVO had won the IPL 
title sponsorship for five years from 2018 to 2022 for a 
reported sum of 2190 crore rupees.
The IPL this year has been shifted to the 
UAE because of the prevailing COVID-19 
situation in India. The tournament will be 
held from September 19 to November 10 
amid COVID-19 protocols laid down by the 
ICC and BCCI. 

India to host ICC Men’s T-20 World 
Cup next year; Women's T-20 

postponed till 2022      08 Aug' 20

International Cricket Council has confirmed that the 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2020 that was postponed 
due to Covid-19 will be held in Australia in 2022. India 

will host the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2021 as planned. 
Cricket’s governing body has also decided to postpone the 
ICC Women’s Cricket World Cup 2021 in New Zealand till 
February – March 2022 because of the impact the Covid-19 
pandemic has had on cricket globally.

Burning topics of the month

& many more...

National Sports Awards 
2020 Announced.

Government Enhances Prize 
Money In Khel Ratna, 

Arjuna And Dronacharya 
Awards.

India and Russia Declared 
Joint Winners of  2020 

Online FIDE Chess 
Olympiad.

Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju chairs 1st 
General Council meeting of Khelo 

India Scheme      04 Aug' 20

Sports Minister 
Kiren Rijiju 
today chaired 

the 1st General 
Council meeting 
of the Khelo India 
Scheme. 
Speaking at the 
meeting, Mr Rijiju 
urged the states to organise State-level Khelo India Games 
annually with an effort to identify a larger number of 
grassroot-level talents. 
He said, the annual competitions being organized at the 
national level under the Khelo India Scheme, like the Khelo 
India Youth Games and University Games, have helped to 
identify sporting talent from all states. The Minister said, 
States that already conduct annual sporting competitions 
can align with the Khelo India Scheme and the Centre will 
support them in conducting these events. 
He said, to make India a sporting superpower, we need to 
identify talent as young as 5 to 10 years old and groom 
them to be future champions. It takes at least eight years to 
groom an athlete for the Olympics. 
Mr Rijiju has asked the states to organise competitions at 
the district, block and panchayat-level to identify young 
talent. The Sports Minister spoke of the 5 zonal talent 
scouting committees that are being planned 
for east, west, north, south and north 
east India. He asked the states for active 
participation in assisting these committees 
in identifying grassroots-level talent in 24 
sporting disciplines.

Defence Ministers’ Dialogue between India and Indonesia was held in New Delhi.
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National Sports Awards 2020 
announced      22 Aug' 20

Governmen t 
announced 
the National 

Sports Awards 
2020. Cricketer 
Rohit Sharma, Para-
Athlete Mariyappan 
Thangavelu, Table 
Tennis player Manika 
Batra, Wrestler Vinesh Phogat and Indian Women's Hockey 
team captain Rani Rampal will receive the Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Ratna Award. The Award is conferred  on sportspersons 
for spectacular and most outstanding performance in the 
field of sports for over a period of four years. This year 27 
sportspersons have been selected for the Arjuna Award for 
consistent outstanding performance for four years.
They are Archer Atanu Das, Athlete Dutee Chand, Shuttlers 
Satwik Sairaj Rankireddy and Chirag C Shetty, Basketball 
player Vishesh Bhriguvanshi, Boxers Subedar Manish 
Kaushik and Lovlina Borgohain, Cricketer Ishant Sharma 
and Deepti Sharma, Equestrian player Sawant Ajay Anant, 
Footballer Sandesh Jhingan, Golfer Aditi Ashok, Hockey 
players Akashdeep Singh and Deepika, Kabaddi player 
Deepak, Kho Kho player Kale Sarika Sudhakar, Rower 
Dattu Baban Bhokanal, Shooter Manu Bhaker and Saurabh 
Chaudhary, Table Tennis player Madhurika Suhas Patkar, 
Tennis player Divij Sharan, Winter Sports player Shiva 
Keshavan, Wrestlers Divya Kakran and Rahul Aware, Para 
Swimmer Suyash Narayan Jadhav, Para Athlete Sandeep 
and Para Shooter Manish Narwal. 
In  Life-Time Category, Dronacharya Award will be given 
to Dharmendra Tiwary for Archery, Purushotham Rai 
for Athletics, Shiv Singh for Boxing, Romesh Pathania 
for Hockey, Krishan Kumar Hooda for Kabaddi, Vijay 
Bhalchandra Munishwar for Para Powerlifting, Naresh 
Kumar for Tennis and Om Parkash Dahiya for Wrestling.
In Regular Category, Dronacharya Award will be given 
to Jude Felix Sebastian for Hockey, Yogesh Malviya for 
Mallakhamb, Jaspal Rana for Shooting, Kuldeep Kumar 
Handoo for Wushu and Gaurav Khanna for Para Badminton.
Dronacharya Award goes to the coaches for producing 
medal winners at prestigious international sports events.
Dhyan Chand Award will be given to Kuldip Singh Bhullar 
and Jincy Philips for Athletics, Pradeep Shrikrishna Gandhe 
and Trupti Murgunde for Badminton, N. Usha and Lakha 
Singh for Boxing, Sukhvinder Singh Sandhu for Football, 
Ajit Singh for Hockey, Manpreet Singh for Kabaddi, J. 

The format of the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2021 will 
remain as it was for 2020 and all teams that qualified 
for that event will now participate in India in 2021. A 
new qualification process will be run for the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup 2022. The format of the postponed ICC 
Women’s Cricket World Cup will remain as it was for 
2021. Five teams have already qualified for the event and 
that will stand for 2022.
The original global qualification event to determine 
the final three teams to contest the ICC Women’s 
Cricket World Cup was scheduled to be held in Sri 
Lanka in July 2020, but this was postponed due to 
COVID-19.
The qualification event will now be held in 2021.
After ICC’s decision to postpone the T20 World Cup, 
BCCI decided to use the vacant window to 
announce the dates for the Indian Premier 
League. The IPL will be held in the UAE 
from September 19 to November 10. 
India will be touring Australia after the 
completion of the IPL.

MS Dhoni, Suresh Raina quit 
International Cricket      16 Aug' 20

Former Indian 
Cricket Team 
S k i p p e r 

Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni announced 
his retirement from 
International Cricket. 
In a social media 
post, he thanked 
everyone for their 
immense support and love throughout his career.  
Under his captaincy, India won the 2007 ICC World 
Twenty-Twenty, the 2010 and 2016 Asia Cups, the 2011 
ICC Cricket World Cup and the 2013 ICC Champions 
Trophy. A right-handed middle-order batsman and wicket-
keeper, Dhoni is one of the highest run scorers in One Day 
Internationals (ODIs) with a formidable score of more than 
10 thousand runs.
Suresh Raina, another Indian Cricketer has also 
announced his retirement from 
International Cricket. In a social media 
post, he said, it was always a pleasure 
to play along with Dhoni and following 
Dhoni's retirement, he also chose to retire 
from International Cricket.

Levels of nitrogen dioxide fell by more than 70 per cent during the lockdown in New 
Delhi, a UN Secretary-General's Policy Brief on 'COVID-19 in an Urban World' said.
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Govt enhances prize money in Khel 
Ratna, Arjuna and Dronacharya 

awards      29 Aug' 20

The prize 
money in four 
of the seven 

categories of the 
National Sports and 
Adventure Awards 
has been enhanced. 
Youth Affairs and 
Sports Minister Kiren 
Rijiju announced the enhancement  on the occasion of the 
National Sports Day today. 

The prize money for the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 
has been increased to 25 lakh rupees from the previous 
amount of 7.5 lakh rupees.  

Arjuna Award has been enhanced to 15 lakh rupees from 
5 lakh. The Dhronacharya (Lifetime) awardees, who were 
earlier given 5 lakh rupees will now be given 15 lakh rupees 
as cash prize, while Dhronacharya (Regular) will be given 
10 lakh instead of  5 lakh rupees per awardee. Dhyanchand 
Awardees will be given 10 lakh rupees instead of 5 lakh 
rupees.

Speaking about the decision, Mr. Rijiju said, the prize 
money for the Sports Awards was last reviewed in 
2008. 

He said these amounts should be reviewed once every 10 
years at least. He added that if professionals in every field 
have seen an enhancement in their earnings, sportspersons 
should also get enhanced earnings.

The Minister was talking to the media after paying floral 
tributes to hockey wizard Major Dhyanchand at his 
statue in Dhyan Chand Stadium in Delhi this morning.  
Mr Rijiju  congratulated the winners of National Sports 
Awards for the accolades and honours they brought to 
India. 

He said that the performance of Indian athletes at 
international level has gone up as compared 
to the past. He stated that well performing 
athletes have to be recognised and rewarded 
and therefore, the number of awardees in 
National Sports Awards has also gone up 
this year.

Ranjith Kumar for Para Athletics, Satyaprakash Tiwari for 
Para Badminton, Manjeet Singh for Rowing, Nandan P Bal 
for Tennis,  and Netarpal Hooda for Wrestling. Late Sachin 
Nag will be confered the award for swimming.
Dhyan Chand Award is given for life time contribution to 
sports development.
Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Award will be given 
to Anita Devi, Col. Sarfraz Singh, Taka Tamut, Narender 
Singh and Keval Hiren Kakka in Land Adventure category. 
Satendra Singh will get the award in Water Adventure 
categoty and  Gajanand Yadava will get it in the Air 
Adventure category.  Late Magan Bissa will be confered 
the award in Life Time Achievement category.
Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puraskar is given to the corporate 
entities both in private and public sector and individuals 
who have played a visible role in the area of sports 
promotion and development.
Panjab University, Chandigarh will get Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad, MAKA Trophy for overall top performing 
university in inter-university tournaments.
The awardees will receive their awards from the President 
Ram Nath Kovind at a specially organized 
function through virtual mode from 
Rashtrapati Bhawan on 29th of this month 
which is National Sports Day. It coincides 
with the birthday of legendary hockey 
Olympian, Dhyan Chand.

First female golfer from Germany 
Sophia Popov wins Women’s British 

Open      24 Aug' 20

Wo r l d 
n u m b e r 
3 0 4 

Sophia Popov 
became the first 
female golfer from 
Germany to capture 
a major title after 
winning the Women's 
British Open by two strokes at Royal Troon in Scotland.
Popov, who went into the final round with a three-shot 
lead, bounced back from bogeying the first hole by making 
five birdies in her 3-under 68. Thailand's 
Jasmine Suwannapura was the runner-up 
after shooting 67. It completed one of the 
most unlikely wins in the tournament's 
history.

India has extended Line of Credit worth 18 million US dollars to the Government of Maldives 
for the expansion of fishing facilities at Maldives Industrial Fisheries Company (MIFCO).
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Auto component maker Steel Strips Wheels has bagged export orders worth over USD 

237,000 (about Rs 1.77 crore) from the United States.

Para swimmer Satyendra Singh first 
Divyang sportsperson of country to 
get prestigious Adventure Award      

29 Aug' 20

Para-swimmer 
S a t y e n d r a 
Singh Lohia 

of Madhya Pradesh 
is the first Divyanga 
Indian sportsperson 
of the country, who 
has been awarded 
with the Tenzing 
Norgay Adventure Award. He is also the first Asian 
Divyang swimmer to cross the 42-kilometer Catalina 
Channel in the US in just 11 hours 34 minutes.
Lohia says,''I have made my problem my strength. Divyang 
only needs cooperation and respect, not sympathy." Para-
swimmer Satyendra Singh was also conferred with the Best 
Sportsperson National Award by Vice President Venkaiah 
Naidu on World Divyanga Day. He has also been awarded 
the highest sports award of Madhya Pradesh as well as 
many other national and international 
honours.
Apart from Mr Lohia, Malkhamb trainer 
Yogesh Malaviya of MP has been awarded 
the Dronacharya Award. Due to COVID-19, 
the awards were given in Bhopal.

Alexander Kristoff wins opening 
stage of Tour de France      30 Aug' 20

Al e x a n d e r 
K r i s t o f f 
won the 

opening stage 
of the Tour de 
France, the annual 
multiple stage 
bicycle race. 
Rain made the 
roads treacherous and led to several crashes. The 
Tour de France rolled out from the French Riviera 

city of Nice, two months later than planned and 
under the shadow of the coronavirus pandemic. 
 After the European soccer championships and the 
Olympic Games were postponed to 2021, the Tour 
- delayed by two months survived the COVID-19 
pandemic. Instead of the usual pulsating crowds, riders 
were greeted by an eerie silence as their names were 
read out on a stage.
A quiet crowd of a couple of hundred people, all masked, 
were kept 50 meters away behind metal barriers.
Since its inception in 1903, the race has only been canceled 
during the two world wars.
To ensure the 22 teams competing at the 
constantly traveling event remain virus-
free, organizers have put in place stringent 
rules keeping them away from fans. The 
riders face a 186 km mountainous second 
stage.

India, Russia declared joint winners 
of 2020 Online FIDE Chess Olympiad      

31 Aug' 20

India and Russia 
were declared 
joint winners of 

the 2020 Online FIDE 
Chess Olympiad 
after the final was 
marred by internet 
disconnection last 
night.
Russia were initially declared winners after two Indian 
players, Nihal Sarin and Divya Deshmukh, lost out on time 
in the final after suffering a disconnection with the server.
India had appealed against the controversial decision. 
However, the international chess federation Fide's President 
Arkady Dvorkovich decided to award the gold medal to 
both the teams.
This was the first time Fide was holding 
the Olympiad in an online format. India 
had reached the finals of the FIDE Chess 
Olympiad for the first time.
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as well as short messaging communication. The services are 
used in various fields, including transportation, agriculture, 
fishing, and disaster relief.
It offers an alternative to Russia's GLONASS and the 
European Union's Galileo system, as well as America's 
GPS, Yang said.
Named after the Chinese word for the Big Dipper or Plough 
constellation, China's BeiDou navigation project was 
launched in the early 1990s.
The system then became operational within China in 2000 
and in the Asia-Pacific region in 2012.
With the upgrade of its third-generation 
satellites, the constellation consisting of 
35 satellites is ready to provide global 
coverage, state-run CGTN TV reported.

In Maharashtra, Minister of State 
for Electronics, Communication, and 

IT, inaugurated 'Bharat Air Fibre 
Services'      03 Aug' 20

The Union 
M i n i s t e r 
of state for 

HRD, Electronics, 
Communications and 
IT, Government of 
India Sanjay Dhotre 
inaugurated Bharat 
Air Fiber, a last mile 
telecom connectivity solution based on radio network, in 
Akola and Washim districts of Maharashtra.
With the inauguration of Bharat Air Fibre services, 
residents of Akola and Washim district will get 
wireless internet connections on demand at an 
affordable price.

China formally launches BeiDou 
navigation satellite system 

01 Aug' 20

China formally 
l a u n c h e d 
full global 

services of 
its BeiDou-3 
Navigation Satellite 
System (BDS) to 
rival the widely-
used American 
GPS and provide independent navigation structure for its 
increasingly modernising military.
Chinese President Xi Jinping attended a ceremony to mark 
the launch of full global services of the BeiDou-3.
India too is building its navigational system called the 
Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), with 
an operational name of NAVIC. Some of the countries like 
Pakistan, closely aligned with China, are using the BDS.
China is also promoting its use in the countries signed-up 
for its mega Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
For the Chinese military, the BeiDou provides an 
independent navigation system, especially for its missile 
launches.
"The main advantage of having your own system is the 
security of access, in the sense that you are not relying on 
another country to provide it.
The US could deny users access over certain areas, for 
example in times of conflict," Alexandra Stickings from the 
Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security 
Studies said.
The chief designer of the BDS, Yang Changfeng, said 
BeiDou offers accurate positioning, navigation and timing, 

Burning topics of the month

& many more...

Cashew India App for 
Farmers Launched.

Russia Names Its 1st 
COVID-19 Vaccine 'Sputnik 

V' After Space Race 
Triumph.

Scientists Found That the 
Dwarf  Planet Ceres Is Now 

an Ocean World.

Eight binational teams of researchers from India and the US have been selected for 
pursuing cutting-edge research in pathogenesis and disease management of COVID-19.
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Whereas upon introducing urea as an electron donor, the 
CT exhibited both spaces as well as through bond due to 
“Field-effect”. Thus partial overcoming of the PET process, 
which led to white light emission.
Later, they extended its applicability in sensing of 
biologically relevant fluoride, as it is well known that 
fluoride can bind with urea via H-bonding 
interaction. Thus the combination of the 
push-pull chromophore with urea turned 
out to be an ideal system for the same. 
The INST scientists have optimized the 
synthesis of this chromophore in the 
laboratory scale.

Cashew India app for farmers 
launched      07 Aug' 20

The Directorate 
of Cashew 
R e s e a r c h 

(DCR) in Karnataka 
has launched a mobile 
app that would 
provide information 
related to the crop’s 
cultivation, market 
data and research for stakeholders, including the farmers.
The “Cashew India” app of DCR, which is under the 
Indian council of agricultural research (ICAR) and located 
at Puttur in Dakshina Kannada district, is available in 11 
languages and can be downloaded from Google play store, 
a senior official said.
It gives comprehensive information on cashew grafts, 
nursery, cultivation, plant protection, post-harvest 
processing, market information and e-market beneficial 
for farmers, researchers, developmental agencies and 
processors at one place, S Mohana, senior scientist at DCR, 
who conceptualised and designed this app, said in a release.
He said a farmer or user of the app can upload and store 
images related to cashew and videos in My Cashew sub-
section under the cultivation section.
It was also possible to record the expenditure, observations 
and data of the cashew farm. Real-time chatting is available 
for users under the chat room section.
The app is developed for states including Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, West Bengal and 
Meghalaya, Mohana said, adding this might be the highest 
number of states covered in an app.

The Bharat Air Fibre services are introduced by BSNL and 
aims to provide wireless connectivity in the range of 20 
Km from the BSNL locations and thus customers at remote 
places also will be benefited with the support of Telecom 
Infrastructure Partners (TIPs).
BSNL is providing Bharat Air Fibre services through local 
business partners of BSNL for Akola and Washim district 
and these services will give fast Internet connectivity in 
quick time. Bharat Air Fibre also provides unlimited free 
voice calling. In terms of speed, Bharat Air Fibre provides 
connectivity of up to 100 Mbps speed.
BSNL is successfully providing landline/
broadband and Fibre FTTH connections. 
In the month of July 2020, BSNL provided 
15,000 FTTH connections in Maharashtra 
Circle and 162,000 FTTH connections 
throughout India.

INST develops new kit to detect 
fluoride in drinking water      05 Aug' 20

Scientists from 
the Institute of 
Nano Science 

and Technology 
(INST), an 
autonomous institute 
of the Department 
of Science and 
T e c h n o l o g y , 
Government of India, have developed an equipment-free 
fluoride ion detection and quantification in drinking water 
with the naked-eye. It can be operated by non-experts for 
household use to evade Fluorosis-based disorders.
The technology developed by Dr. Jayamurugan 
Govindasamy and his team involves a push-pull 
chromophore based on 2,3-disubstituted 1,1,4,4-tetracyano-
1,3-butadienes (TCBDs) that changes color upon exposure 
to fluoride ion. The identified chromophore (C3-phenyl, 
C2-urea functionalized TCBD) is the result of a systematic 
study seeded by the Early Career Research (ECR) Award 
and further supported by the Ramanujan Fellowship grant 
of DST received by Dr. Govindasamy. The results were 
recently published in the Journal of Organic Chemistry. 
The researchers designed urea as an unusual donating 
moiety instead of traditional donor moieties, such as 
amines, to obtain better optoelectronic properties. The 
charge-transfer (CT) property that arises through-bond in 
aniline donor is usually quenched due to a photoinduced 
electron transfer (PET) mechanism. 

Auto component maker Steel Strips Wheels has bagged export orders worth over USD 1.7 
million (about Rs 13 crore) from the United States.
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A multilingual app, it is available in Hindi, English, 
Gujarati, Marathi, Kannada, Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu, 
Odia, Bengali and Garo languages.
The technical Information for the app is 
provided by the scientists of DCR and from 
centres of the all-India coordinated research 
project on cashew in the country.

Russia names its 1st COVID-19 
vaccine 'Sputnik V' after space race 

triumph      11 Aug' 20

Russia has 
named its 
first approved 

COVID-19 vaccine 
‘Sputnik V’ for 
foreign markets, 
a reference to the 
world’s first satellite 
and what Moscow 
sees as its success at becoming the first country to approve 
a vaccine, a top official said.

As Russian President Vladimir Putin announced that Russia 
is ready with a vaccine against coronavirus, Dr Randeep 
Guleria, Director AIIMS said the safety of the vaccine is 
most important.

As the global coronavirus tally crossed 20 million, reports 
came from Russia of a new Covid-19 vaccine approved by 
the Vladimir Putin government.

With this, Russia became the first country to approve a 
coronavirus vaccine for use among tens of thousands of its 
citizens.

The race for a vaccine is heating up as nations across the 
globe brace for new outbreaks of the disease even while 
they try to restart economies battered by months of initial 
lockdowns to curb the spread.

While the news of a vaccine finally being discovered 
for the pandemic seems like good news, but the speed 
at which Russia has moved has worried some scientists 
who fear Moscow may be putting national prestige before 
safety.

The vaccine is being developed by the Gamaleya Research 
Institute in coordination with Moscow's defence ministry. 
Clinical trials of the vaccine began on June 18 and 
included 38 volunteers. All of the participants developed 
an immunity. The first group was discharged on July 15 and 
the second group on July 20.

The World Health Organization (WHO) and Russian 
health authorities are discussing the 
process for possible WHO prequalification 
for its newly approved Covid-19 vaccine, 
a WHO spokesman said. WHO had earlier 
said all vaccine candidates should go 
through full stages of testing before being 
rolled out.

Microwave device 'Atulya' to 
disintegrate novel Coronavirus 

unveiled by Nitin Gadkari      12 Aug' 20

A m i c r o w a v e 
device named 
‘ A t u l y a ’ 

that can disinfect 
any premises in 
just 30 seconds, 
d i s i n t e g r a t i n g 
COVID-19 virus was 
unveiled by Union 
Minister for Road Transport and Highways and Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises Nitin Gadkari in Nagpur.
Certified by the Defence Research and Development 
Organization (DRDO) and based on French and American 
standards, the device is 100 per cent Made in India and has 
been manufactured under the aegis of the MSME.
AIR correspondent reports, the ‘Atulya’ microwave 
like device can be used to disinfect any premises up to 
five metres area, besides surface areas, home and office 
furniture, beds, new boxes and even the contents of the 
boxes. This equipment can be hand handled as its weight is 
mere three kilograms.
The device disintegrates the COVID-19 virus with the help 
of differential heating in the range of 56 to 60 degrees Celsius 
temperatures. The positive thing about this device is it is 100 
per cent safe for humans and does not emit 
Ultraviolet rays for disinfection that could be 
harmful to the human body. Depending upon 
the size and shape of objects, the disinfection 
time is 30 seconds to one minute.

DRDO develops UV disinfection tower 
for sanitising coronavirus-prone 

areas      18 Aug' 20

Defence Research and Development Organisation, 
DRDO has developed an equipment named 
UV blaster which is a Ultra Violet based area 

The eagerly-awaited Indian Premier League (IPL) will start on September 19 in the United 
Arab Emirates with the final slated on November 8.
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sanitiser. Designed 
and developed by 
Laser Science and 
Technology Centre, 
LASTEC, the Delhi 
based premier 
laboratory of DRDO, 
the equipment is 
useful for high tech 
surfaces like electronic equipment, computers and other 
gadgets in laboratories and offices that are not suitable for 
disinfection with chemical methods.
The product is also effective for areas with large flow of 
people such as airports, shopping malls, metros, hotels, 
factories, offices, etc. The UV based area sanitiser can be 
used by remote operation through laptop or mobile phone 
using wifi link. The equipment has six lamps each with 43 
watts of UV-C power at 254 nm wavelength for 360 degree 
illumination. For a room of about 12 x 12 feet dimension, 
the disinfection time is about 10 minutes 
and 30 minutes for a 400 square feet area 
by positioning the equipment at different 
places within the room. The sanitiser 
switches off on accidental opening of room 
or human intervention.

Scientists found that the Dwarf planet 
Ceres is now an Ocean world 

18 Aug' 20

Re s e a r c h e r s 
have shed 
new light 

on the dwarf planet 
Ceres, which lies 
in the asteroid belt 
between Mars and 
Jupiter and is also 
the largest object in 
that belt. Ceres now has the status of an “ocean world”, 
after scientists analysed data collected by NASA’s Dawn 
spacecraft. Their findings have been published as a series 
of papers in the journals Nature Astronomy, Nature 
Communications and Nature Geoscience.
What does it mean to be an ‘ocean world’?
Ceres, NASA has said, “is a crucial piece of the ocean 
worlds puzzle”. “With a crust that mixes ice, salts, rock-
forming minerals and other materials, Ceres looks to be 
a remnant “ocean world,” wearing the chemistry of its 
old ocean and records of the interaction on its surface.” 

Scientists are interested in exploring ocean worlds because 
they may support life.
The observations from Dawn suggest the presence of briny 
liquid water under Ceres’s surface. Before the mission 
ended in October 2018, the spacecraft dipped to less than 
35 km above the surface of the dwarf planet, due to which 
it was able to collect data in a higher resolution.
Now, by analysing this data, which was 
collected at the end of the mission, scientists 
have determined that Ceres has a brine 
reservoir located about 40 km deep and 
which is hundreds of miles wide, making 
the dwarf planet, “water rich”.

Hubble maps giant halo around 
Andromeda Galaxy      27 Aug' 20

Scientists using 
N A S A ’ s 
H u b b l e 

Space Telescope 
have mapped the 
immense envelope 
of gas, called a halo, 
surrounding the 
Andromeda galaxy, 
our nearest large galactic neighbor. Scientists were surprised 
to find that this tenuous, nearly invisible halo of diffuse 
plasma extends 1.3 million light-years from the galaxy—
about halfway to our Milky Way—and as far as 2 million 
light-years in some directions. This means that Andromeda’s 
halo is already bumping into the halo of our own galaxy.
They also found that the halo has a layered structure, with 
two main nested and distinct shells of gas. This is the most 
comprehensive study of a halo surrounding a galaxy.
A signature of this activity is the team’s discovery of 
a large amount of heavy elements in the gaseous halo 
of Andromeda. Heavier elements are cooked up in the 
interiors of stars and then ejected into space—sometimes 
violently as a star dies. The halo is then contaminated with 
this material from stellar explosions.
The Andromeda galaxy, also known as M31, is a majestic 
spiral of perhaps as many as 1 trillion stars and comparable in 
size to our Milky Way. At a distance of 2.5 million light-years, 
it is so close to us that the galaxy appears as a cigar-shaped 
smudge of light high in the autumn sky. If its 
gaseous halo could be viewed with the naked 
eye, it would be about three times the width 
of the Big Dipper. This would easily be the 
biggest feature on the nighttime sky.
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A book titled ‘Amazing Ayodhya’ 
authored by Neena Rai      05 Aug' 20

Coinciding with 
the Ram temple 
' B h o o m i 

Pujan', publishing 
house announced their 
latest book that will 
shed light on the history 
of Ayodhya.
Titled Amazing Ayodhya, the book by Neena Rai promises 
to offer "authentic information" about the city, which will not 
only help understand the life and times of ancient Hindus, but 
also the revered figures of Rama and Sita."No one grows up in 
India untouched by the beautiful story of Ram and Sita. Every 
Deepavali, one hears about Ram and Sita's welcome back to 
Ayodhya. But amongst all the celebrations one hardly pays 
attention to the fascinating city of Ayodhya. All that we hear 
about Ayodhya is how the city was lit up to welcome its king 
and queen."In order to understand the avatars we worship, 
we must understand how life and times were in their 'yug'. 
'Amazing Ayodhya' is an attempt in gaining knowledge of 
Ayodhya, its architecture and other details -- like how big was 
Ayodhya? How was it shaped like? What were the houses 
like? Who established Ayodhya? What kind of animals lived 
there?".
According to the publishers, the well-researched book is 
replete with descriptions and draws out comparisons of an 
earlier era with our current life and culture, thus connecting 
the past with the present. "The author compares Ayodhya 
with the cultures of other ancient civilisations so that the 
reader feels connected to the past and the 
content of the book appears contemporary. 
'Amazing Ayodhya' is a must-read for a 
better understanding of history, scriptures 
and Hindu civilisation," it added.

Mumbai becomes 1st city in India to 
have female icons on traffic signals      

09 Aug' 20

Mumbai has 
become the 
first city in 

India to have women 
symbols on traffic 
signals and signage. 
B r i h a n m u m b a i 
M u n i c i p a l 
Corporation (BMC) 
has installed traffic signals that display female icons sporting 
triangular frock, a shift from the default representation of 
men. Maharashtra Minister for Tourism and Environment 
Aditya Thackery, who heads the project 
took to Twitter and said that the signage 
is “ensuring gender equality with a simple 
idea.” However, netizens are divided on 
this initiative.

Atmanirbhar Bharat: Complete list 
of 101 items banned for import by 

Defence Ministry      11 Aug' 20

The Ministry of Defence announced a list of over 
100 items that would be banned for import beyond 
the time indicated against them. Union Defence 

Minister Rajnath Singh asserted that this step would move 
India and its defence sector inch closer to become self-
reliant.
While making the announcement through a series of 
tweets, Rajnath Singh said that it is estimated that 
contracts worth almost Rs 4 lakh crore will be placed 
upon the domestic industry within the next six to seven 
years.

Burning topics of the month

& many more...

Mumbai Becomes 1st City in 
India to Have Female Icons 

on Traffic Signals.

Santosh Gangwar Launches 
Official Logo of  “Labour 

Bureau”.

Tamil Nadu Women Top 
the List Of  MUDRA Loan 

Scheme.

Queen Elizabeth II has joined in the virtual unveiling of a new portrait commissioned by 
Britain''s Foreign Office to honor her services to diplomacy.
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relations & occupational Safety, Health and working 
conditions have already been Introduced in Lok Sabha and 
once enacted India’s ranking on “Ease of doing business” 
will go very high and India will be a dream 
destination for Investment and Labour 
Bureau should collect data in Seamless 
way for this  necessary provisions in codes 
& rules will be provided to give Statutory 
Powers to Labour Bureau.

Google launches ‘Kormo’ app in 
India to help people find jobs 

20 Aug' 20

Tech giant 
Google has 
e x p a n d e d 

its employment 
application - Kormo 
Jobs - to India as it is 
looking forward for 
helping millions of 
Indians to land entry-
level jobs.
According to Tech Crunch, the company had launched the 
employment application in Bangladesh in 2018 and further 
expanded it to Indonesia.
Google had also made Kormo Jobs available in India 
under the brand Jobs as a Spot on its payment application 
- Google Pay.
In India, employers like Zomato and Dunzo have found the 
Jobs matching algorithm effective in finding candidates with 
the required skills, experience and location preferences, 
with over 2 million verified jobs posted on 
the platform.
Jobs Spot has connected millions of job 
seekers with opportunities in fast growing 
categories including on-demand businesses, 
retail and hospitality.

Harsh Vardhan launches game on 
COVID-19 “The Corona Fighters”      

21 Aug' 20

Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan has launched an 
interactive first-of-its-kind game on COVID-19, the 
Corona Fighters. The Minister also launched two 

new videos urging adherence to key COVID Appropriate 
Behaviours. Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Harsh Vardhan 
said that the game presents a new and extremely creative 

He continued saying that out of these, items worth almost 
Rs 1,30,000 crore each are anticipated for the Army and the 
Air Force while items worth almost Rs 1,40,000 crore are 
anticipated by the Navy over the same period.
The list includes high technology weapon systems like 
artillery guns, assault rifles, corvettes, sonar systems, 
transport aircraft, light combat helicopters, radars, and 
many other items.
The list also includes wheeled Armoured fighting vehicles 
with an embargo date of December 2021, of which the 
Army is expected to contract almost 200 at an approximate 
cost of over Rs 5,000 crore.
The navy is likely to place demands for 
submarines with an indicative import 
embargo date of December 2021, of which 
it expects to contract about the approximate 
cost of almost Rs 42,000 crore.

Santosh Gangwar launches official 
Logo of “Labour Bureau”      20 Aug' 20

The official 
logo of Labour 
Bureau, an 

attached office of 
Ministry of Labour 
and Employment, 
was launched by 
Santosh Kumar 
Gangwar, Minister 
of State (I/C) for Labour and Employment in the presence 
of Heeralal Samariya, Secretary, MoL&E and D.P.S. Negi, 
Director General Labour Bureau & Senior Officers of 
Ministry at Shram Shakti Bhawan, to visually communicate 
the vision and objectives of the Bureau.While lauding the 
efforts Labour Minister mentioned that Labour Bureau 
was established as a Directorate of Cost of Living at 
Shimla in the year 1941 with the objective of conducting 
Family Budget Enquiries and compiling Cost of Living 
Index Numbers for important centers in the country on a 
uniform basis. The need for more comprehensive labour 
statistics in the context of formulation of labour policy led 
to the setting up of the Labour Bureau on October 1, 1946 
by rechristening the Directorate of Cost of Living with 
added functions. Since then Labour Bureau is engaged 
in collection, compilation, analysis and dissemination of 
statistics on different facets of labour at All India level. 
On this occasion both Minister & Secretary (L&E) told to 
media persons that century old 44 Labour acts are being 
subsumed in four codes, out of this wage code is already 
enacted & three codes i.e. The Social Security, Industrial 

Scientists in Singapore have developed a method to improve the speed of obtaining 
Covid-19 laboratory test results in 36 minutes or by up to four times.
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precautionary steps. More than 30,000 hotspots have been 
identified at a very granular level of 300 m X 300 m and 
shared with State Governments and Districts. 
Since its launch, Aarogya Setu has continuously innovated 
and introduced more novel features like e-pass integration, 
QR Code scanning, sharing of Health status 
with family/known persons - all of which 
have been very effective in keeping India 
and Indians safe in line with the motto of 
Aarogya Setu – Main Surakshit, Hum 
Surakshit, Bharat Surakshit.

E-auction portal launched to promote 
trading of GI-tagged ‘Kashmir 

Saffron’      26 Aug' 20

Jammu and Kashmir's agriculture department has 
created an e-auction portal to promote trading of GI-
tagged ‘Kashmir Saffron’. The Department, under 

the aegis of India International Kashmir Saffron Trading 
Centre (IIKSTC), has created the portal in collaboration 
with NSE-IT, with the sole motive to assure buyers to have 
access to quality ‘Kashmir Saffron’.
The Saffron growers of Kashmir valley and 
buyers across India have been requested to 
register themselves as sellers and buyers for 
E- trading on www.saffroneauctionindia.
com, so that hassle free e-Trading between 
registered growers and buyers is ensured.

Tamil Nadu women top the list of 
MUDRA loan scheme      26 Aug' 20

Loans were 
availed to 
activities allied 

to agriculture, services, 
trading, processing, 
manufacturing, etc.
Under MUDRA 
scheme, the 
maximum number of 
borrowers are women.
Tamil Nadu has topped the list of loan benefits under the 
PMMY by availing Rs 58,227 crore loan.
Over 15 crore loans amounting to 4.78-lakh-crore have been 
distributed to women borrowers since the commencement 
of the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) in which 
Tamil Nadu is in the top of the list in availing the loan 
followed by women in West Bengal and Karnataka.

way to teach people 
the right tools 
and behaviours to 
fight the Covid-19 
pandemic. He stated 
that the game was 
designed to influence 
the players’ actions 
in the real world, 
reminding them to take the right precautions and escape 
infection. He further added that this along with two 
promotional videos is a simply designed and enjoyable 
medium to get a serious message across to the wider public.
The Minister also recollected his experience with the Polio 
Abhiyaan which was transformed into a social movement 
through people’s participation and support and contribution 
of many film industry professionals. He 
said that till a vaccine is ready for fighting 
COVID-19, the COVID appropriate 
behaviours will serve as a potent social 
vaccine and keep everyone protected and 
safe.

Aarogya Setu introduces ‘Open API 
Service’      22 Aug' 20

As we move on to the new normal of learning to live 
with COVID19, Aarogya Setu team has worked 
on a new innovative feature which is called ‘Open 

API Service’. In order to help businesses and economy to 
start functioning while being safe, the Open API Service 
enables organizations to check the status of Aarogya Setu 
and integrate it into its various Work from Home features. 
The Open API Service of Aarogya Setu, addresses the fear/
risk of Covid-19 infections and help the people, businesses 
and the economy to return to normalcy.
Aarogya Setu has been powering India’s fight against 
COVID-19 since its launch on 2nd April 2020. Aarogya 
Setu has now emerged as the most downloaded contact 
tracing App in the world, with more than 15 crore Users. The 
overwhelming support of the people has enabled Aarogya 
Setu to aid the efforts of frontline health workers and the 
Government in COVID-19 mitigation and management 
efforts. More than 6.6 million Bluetooth contacts have been 
traced and percentage positive of those who have tested is 
almost 27%. Thus Aarogya Setu based Bluetooth contact 
tracing and testing is very efficient and effective. The 
Aarogya Setu ITIHAS interface which uses location data 
and Aarogya Setu analytics to predict emerging hotspots 
at Sub Pincode levels has been very effective in helping 
the health officials and administration to take necessary 

UPSC's new chairman Pradeep Kumar Joshi will have a tenure till April 4, 2022.
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Business magnate Mukesh Ambani is the fourth richest person in the world with a personal wealth 

of $80.6 billion in 2020, according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index.

According to the data provided by the Ministry of Finance 
to the Rajya Sabha, on March 31 women from Tamil Nadu 
had availed the maximum amount of loan beneficiaries 
with Rs 58,277 crore loan from the scheme followed by 
West Bengal Rs 55,232 crore, Karnataka Rs 44,879 crore 
and Maharashtra Rs 42,000 crore loan.
All together these women from five states have got 52 
percent of the total MUDRA loan. The loans provided 
under this scheme are extended to eligible borrowers for 
manufacturing, processing, trading, services, and activities 
associated with agriculture, which provides help in creating 
income-generating activities and employment.
The PMMY was introduced on 8th April 2015 to provide 
loans up to Rs 10 lakh to the non-corporate, non-farm 
small/micro-enterprises. The loans are named as MUDRA 
loans under PMMY. The loans are given by 
Commercial Banks, RRBs (Regional Rural 
Banks), SFBs (Small Finance Banks), MFIs 
(Micro Finance Institutions), and NBFCs 
(Non-Banking Financial Companies.

51st IFFI to be held in Goa from Nov 
20      28 Aug' 20

Fifty first International Film Festival of India IFFI 
will be held in Goa, from November 20th to 28th. 
This film festival being a hybrid film festival due to 

Covid 19, would screen films on official digital platform 
along with the theatrical screenings.
Vice-chairman of the Entertainment Society of Goa, Subhash 
Faldesai informed that in a virtual meeting held last week, 
the IFFI steering committee decided to hold the festival in 
compliance with the Central government's SOP. Mr Faldesai  
added that another meeting would be held shortly. The 
segments that could be screened virtually and those which 
can be shown at auditoriums in Goa will be decided in this 
meeting. Phaldesai added that the possibility of giving online 
access to delegates for films rather than 
inviting them to the venue is worked out and 
it is likely to be finalised in the next meeting. 
In the meanwhile, the invitations for the 
screening of international films for the fifty 
first edition of IFFI are already open.

BPR&D celebrates its Golden Jubilee 
Anniversary on 28th August, 2020      

28 Aug' 20

The Bureau of Police Research and Development, 
BPR&D is celebrating its Golden Jubilee 
Anniversary on 28th August.

Greeting BPR&D on 
the occasion, Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi said, over the 
last 50 years, the 
Organization has 
been unwavering 
in its commitment 
in the service of 
the nation. He said, Government has laid emphasis on 
a modern, effective and sensitive security architecture 
that inspires a sense of safety among all sections of the 
society.

The Prime Minister also said, the focus needs to 
be on innovation and research to optimally utilise 
technology and human resources. He said, it is vital 
to continue updating areas of skilling, research and 
training to further the outreach and capabilities of the 
police force with citizen-centric and citizen-friendly 
approach.

A function was organised in virtual mode to mark the 
Golden Jubilee Anniversary of BPR&D. Union Minister 
of State for Home Affairs G Kishan Reddy attended the 
function as the Chief Guest.

In his address Mr Reddy said that new thinking and 
emerging technologies and making police forces capable 
for the security of the nation is an important aspect of a new 
and Atmanirbhar Bharat.

On the occasion, Mr Reddy inaugurated Central Detective 
Training Institute, CDTI, Jaipur and launched website 
of Student Police Cadets. A postal stamp, souvenir and 
compendium were also released on Golden Jubilee of 
BPR&D.

Home Secretary Ajay Kumar Bhalla said, BPR&D has 
made valuable contribution over last five decades for 
making Indian Police more proficient in handling crimes 
and law and order. Director General of BPR&D, V.S.K. 
Kaumudi, Secretary (Posts) Pradipta Kumar Bisoi and 
senior officers form Ministry of Home Affairs and BPR&D 
were present at the event.

The Bureau of Police Research and Development was raised 
on 28th August, 1970, through a resolution of Ministry 
of Home Affairs, Government of India, 
with a mandate to promote excellence in 
policing, promote speedy and systematic 
study of police problems, apply science and 
technology in the method and techniques 
by the Police.
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME
 1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
 2. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
 3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D. Modi
 4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad
 5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D. Modi
 6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha -
 7. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
 8. Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar, Sushil Chandra
 9. Director General, ITBP S S Deshwal
 10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner Sanjay Kothari
 11. Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla
 12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India G. C. Murmu
 13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somanath
 14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
 15. CBI Director Rishi Kumar Shukla
 16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
 17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
 18. Chairman, UPSC Pradeep Kumar Joshi
 19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
 20. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
 21. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K. N. Vyas
 22. Chairman, SSC Braj Raj Sharma
 23. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
 24. Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India Vivek Joshi
 25. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Pramod Chandra Mody
 26. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
 27. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
 28. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
 29. India’s permanent representative in UNO T S Tirumurti
 30. Home Secretary  Ajay Kumar Bhalla
 31. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
 32. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N. K. Singh
 33. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
 34. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
 35. President, ASSOCHAM Niranjan Hiranandani
 36. Chairman, NASSCOM UB Pravin Rao
 37. Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat
 38. Chief of Air Staff Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria
 39. Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Karambir Singh
 40. Chief of Army Staff General Manoj Mukund Naravane
 41. Chief, RAW Samant Goel
 42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre A.K. Mohanty
 43. National Commission for Scheduled Castes Ram Shankar Katheria
 44. President, FICCI Sangita Reddy
 45. Chairman of 21st Law Commission Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
 46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
 47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
 48. DG of National Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
 49. Finance Secretary  Ajay Bhushan Pandey
 50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Rajnish Kumar
Data as on 09th September, 2020
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EDITORIAL WORD

Deify

Pronunciation: 

Verb: deify; 3rd person present: deifies; past 
tense: deified; past participle: deified; gerund or present 
participle: deifying

1. (transitive) To make a god of (something or someone).

2. (transitive) To treat as worthy of worship; to regard as 
a deity.

Synonyms:

 # worship

 # revere

 # venerate

 # reverence

 # hold sacred

 # pay homage to

 # extol

 # exalt

 # adore

 # immortalize

 # divinize

 # idolize

 # apotheosize

ANTONYMS:

 # detest

 # hate

 # loathe

 # abhor

 # abominate

 # execrate

Related terms

deific

deification

deified

EXAMPLES:

1. The Romans used to deify their emperors.

2.  It would not do to deify a rebel against Rome.

3. Some people deify power.

4. But because both systems deify one aspect of reality 
they produce problems which are insoluble within 
their own terms of reference.

5. Nothing could have been more natural than to deify 
this powerful and benevolent force.

6. I don't think anybody will deify kennedy.

7. These young men deify financial success.

8. We deify independence and wilfulness and call them 
by the wrong name.

9. I deify anyone to work walk out the brofferlers brothels 
or to work walk out the orphanage leaving those people 
behind and .

10. Some supervisors even require the workers to deify 
their supervisor's name badges.

11. How does Nature deify us with a few and cheap 
elements!

12. Attempt to deify the man known as the great man who 
should be the ulterior motives of the person or people 
with some kind of complex.

13. At that time, statues of Mao served to deify him.

14. Again we have seen only too clearly in some other 
countries what can happen if you personify and almost 
deify the State.

15. This is a vital part of the archetypal martyr/messiah 
myth: to mythologize and deify the martyr.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has had far-reaching 
consequences beyond the spread of the disease itself and 
efforts to quarantine it. Because the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
has spread round the globe, concerns have shifted from 
supply-side manufacturing issues to decreased business 
within the services sector. The pandemic caused the most 
important global recession in history, with quite a 3rd of the 
worldwide population at the nonce placed on lockdown. 
Supply shortages are expected to affect variety of sectors 
thanks to panic buying, increased usage of products to fight 
the pandemic, and disruption to factories and logistics in 
China. There are instances of pricing. There are widespread 
reports of shortages of pharmaceuticals, with many areas 
seeing panic buying and consequent shortages of food and 
other essential grocery items. The technology industry, 
especially, has been warning about delays to shipments of 
electronic goods. Global stock markets fell on 24 February 
2020 thanks to a big rise within the number of COVID-19 
cases outside China. In February 2020, the stock markets 
around the world saw their largest single-week declines 
since the 2008 financial crisis. Global stock markets 
crashed in March 2020, with falls of several percent within 
the world's major indices. Possible instability generated by 
an epidemic and associated behavioural changes could end 
in temporary food shortages, price spikes, and disruption to 
markets. Such price rises would be felt most by vulnerable 
populations who depend upon markets for his or her food 
also as those already counting on humanitarian assistance 
to take care of their livelihoods and food access. As 
observed within the 2007–2008 food prices crisis, the extra 
inflationary effect of protectionist policies through import 
tariffs and export bans could cause a big increase within 
the number of individuals facing severe food insecurity 
worldwide. As the pandemic spreads, global conferences 
and events across technology, fashion, and sports are being 
cancelled or postponed. While the monetary impact on the 
travel and trade industry is yet to be estimated, it's likely to 
be within the billions and increasing.

Background
Movement of WTI price from 2019. The crash started 
in mid-February 2020. On 20 April 2020, prices 

dropped below zero for the first time in recorded history. 
The initial outbreak of the pandemic in China coincided 
with the Chunyun, a significant travel season associated 
with the Chinese New Year holiday. Sort of events involving 
large crowds were cancelled by national and regional 
governments, including annual New Year festivals, with 
private companies also independently closing their shops 
and tourist attractions like Hong Kong Disneyland and 
Shanghai Disneyland. Many Lunar New Year events and 
tourist attractions were closed to prevent mass gatherings, 
including the Forbidden City in Beijing and traditional 
temple fairs. In 24 of China's 31 provinces, municipalities 
and regions, authorities extended the New Year's Day Day 
holiday to 10 February, instructing most workplaces to not 
re-open until that date. These regions represented 80% of 
the country's GDP and 90% of exports. Hong Kong raised 
its disease response level to the absolute best and declared 
an emergency, closing schools until March and cancelling 
its New Year celebrations.
The demand for personal protection equipment has risen 
100-fold, according to WHO director-general Tedros 
Adhanom. This demand has led to an increase in prices of 
up to twenty times the normal price and also induced delays 
on the supply of medical items for four to six months. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has spread with alarming 
speed, infecting millions and bringing economic activity 
to a near-standstill as countries imposed tight restrictions 
on movement to halt the spread of the virus. because the 
health and human toll grows, the economic damage is 
already evident and represents the foremost important 
economic shock the earth has experienced in decades. 
The June 2020 Global Economic Prospects describes 
both the immediate and near-term outlook for the impact 
of the pandemic and thus the long-term damage it's dealt 
to prospects for growth. The baseline forecast envisions 
a 5.2 percent contraction in global GDP in 2020, using 
market rate of exchange weights—the deepest global 
recession in decades, despite the extraordinary efforts 
of governments to counter the downturn with fiscal and 
monetary policy support. Over the longer horizon, the 
deep recessions triggered by the pandemic are expected to 

In a testament to the focussed, consistent and coordinated efforts of the Centre and the 
State/UT governments, India has set a new landmark of conducting 3 crore tests.

COVID-19 Pandemic: 
Economic Impact 
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travel away lasting scars through lower investment, an 
erosion of human capital through lost work and schooling, 
and fragmentation of worldwide trade and supply linkages. 
The crisis highlights the need for urgent action to cushion 
the pandemic’s health and economic consequences, 
protect vulnerable populations, and set the stage for an 
everlasting recovery. For emerging market and developing 
countries, many of which face daunting vulnerabilities, it 
is important to strengthen public health systems, address 
the challenges posed by informality, and implement 
reforms which can support strong and sustainable growth 
once the health crisis abates.

Overall economic contraction
The coronavirus recession is an economic recession 
happening across the planet economy in 2020 thanks to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Global stock markets experienced 
their worst crash since 1987, and within the first three 
months of 2020 the G20 economies fell 3.4% year-on-year. 
Between April and June 2020, the International Labour 
Organization estimated that the same of 400 million full-
time jobs were lost across the planet.
The pandemic is predicted to plunge most countries into 
recession in 2020, with per capita income contracting 
within the largest fraction of nations globally since 1870. 
Advanced economies are projected to shrink 7 percent. 
That weakness will spill over to the outlook for emerging 
market and developing economies, who are forecast 
to contract by 2.5 percent as they deal with their own 
domestic outbreaks of the virus. This is able to represent 
the weakest showing by this group of economies in a 
minimum of sixty years.
Every region is subject to substantial growth downgrades. 
East Asia and thus the Pacific will grow by a scant 0.5%. 
South Asia GDP will contract by 2.7%, Sub-Saharan Africa 
will contract by 2.8%, Middle East and North Africa by 
4.2%, Europe and Central Asia by 4.7%, and Latin America 
by 7.2%. These downturns are expected to reverse years 
of progress toward development goals and tip tens of the 
many people back to extreme poverty.
Emerging market and developing economies are getting 
to be buffeted by economic headwinds from multiple 
quarters: pressure on weak health care systems, loss of 
trade and tourism, dwindling remittances, lack of capital 
flows, and tough financial conditions along with mounting 
debt. Exporters of energy or industrial commodities are 
getting to be particularly hard hit. The pandemic and efforts 
to contain it have triggered an unprecedented collapse in oil 
demand and a crash in oil prices. Demand for metals and 
transport-related commodities like rubber and platinum 
used for vehicle parts has also tumbled. Agriculture markets 

are ready with sufficient supplies globally however trade 
restrictions and supply chain disruptions could lead to food 
security issues in some places.

Output and productivity growth
The June 2020 Global Economic Prospects looks beyond 
the near-term outlook to what could even be lingering 
repercussions of the deep global recession: setbacks 
to potential output the level of output an economy are 
ready to do at full capacity and full employment and 
labor productivity. Measure to control COVID-19 in 
developing economies, low-income economies with 
less health care facility, could precipitate deeper and 
longer recessions exacerbating a multi-decade trend 
of slowing potential growth and productivity growth. 
Many emerging and developing economies were already 
experiencing weaker growth before this crisis; the 
shock of COVID-19 now makes the challenges these 
economies face even harder. 
Another important feature of this landscape is that the 
historic collapse in oil demand and oil prices. Low oil 
prices are likely to provide, at best, temporary initial 
support to growth once restrictions to economic activity 
are lifted. However, even after demand recovers, adverse 
impacts on energy exporters may outweigh any benefits 
to activity in energy importers. Low oil prices offer 
an opportunity to grease producers to diversify their 
economies. Additionally, the recent oil price plunge may 
provide further momentum to undertake energy subsidy 
reforms and deepen them once the immediate health crisis 
subsides.
In the face of this disquieting outlook, the immediate 
priority for policymakers is to affect the health crisis and 
contain the short-term economic damage. Over the end 
of the day, authorities need to undertake comprehensive 
reform programs to reinforce the basic drivers of process 
once the crisis lifts.
Policies to rebuild both within the short and long-term 
entail strengthening health services and fixing place 
targeted stimulus measures to help reignite growth, 
including support for the private sector and getting money 
on to people. During the mitigation period, countries should 
specialize in sustaining economic activity with support for 
households, firms and essential services.
Global coordination and cooperation of the measures 
needed to slow the spread of the pandemic, and of the 
economic actions needed to alleviate the economic damage, 
including international support provide the simplest chance 
of achieving public health goals and enabling a robust 
global recovery.

 The Union Cabinet has approved the new National Education Policy (NEP) and renamed 
the Human Resource and Development Ministry as Education Ministry.
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Economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic in India
The economic impact of the 2020 coronavirus pandemic 
in India has been largely disruptive. India's growth within 
the fourth quarter of the fiscal year 2020 went right down 
to 3.1% according to the Ministry of Statistics. The Chief 
Economic Adviser to the govt. of India said that this drop 
is particularly because of the coronavirus pandemic effect 
on the Indian economy. Notably India had also been 
witnessing a pre-pandemic slowdown, and according to 
the earth Bank, this pandemic has "magnified pre-existing 
risks to India's economic outlook".
The World Bank and rating agencies had initially revised 
India's growth for FY2021 with the lowest figures India has 
seen in three decades since India's economic liberalization 
within the 1990s. However after the announcement of the 
economic package in mid-May, India's GDP estimates 
were downgraded even more to negative figures, signalling 
a deep recession. (The ratings of over 30 countries 
are downgraded during this era.) On 26 May, CRISIL 
announced that this might perhaps be India's worst recession 
since independence. Depository financial organization of 
India research estimates a contraction of over 40% within 
the GDP in Q1 FY21. The contraction won't be uniform, 
rather it'll differ according to various parameters like state 
and sector. On 1 September 2020, the Ministry of Statistics 
released the GDP figures for Q1 (April to June) FY21, 
which showed a contraction of 24% as compared to the 
same period the year before.
Unemployment rose from 6.7% on 15 March to 26% on 19 
April then backtrack to pre-lockdown levels by mid-June. 
During the lockdown, an estimated 14 crore (140 million) 
people lost employment while salaries were cut for several 
others. Quite 45% of households across the state have 
reported an income drop as compared to the previous year. 
The Indian economy was expected to lose over `32,000 
crore (US$4.5 billion) each day during the first 21-days 
of complete lockdown, which was declared following the 
coronavirus outbreak. Under complete lockdown, but 1 / 4 
of India's $2.8 trillion economic movement was functional. 
Up to 53% of companies within the country were projected 
to be significantly affected. Supply chains are anesthetize 
stress with the lockdown restrictions in place; initially, 
there was a scarcity of clarity in streamlining what an 
"essential" is and what's not. Those within the informal 
sectors and daily wage groups are at the foremost risk. An 
outsized number of farmers around the country who grow 
perishables also faced uncertainty.
Major companies in India like Larsen & Toubro, Bharat 
Forge, UltraTech Cement, Grasim Industries, Aditya Birla 

Group, BHEL and Tata Motors have temporarily suspended 
or significantly reduced operations. Young start-ups are 
impacted as funding has fallen. Fast-moving commodity 
companies within the country have significantly reduced 
operations and are that specialize in essentials. Stock 
markets in India posted their worst loses in history on 23 
March 2020. However, on 25 March, at some point after 
an entire 21-day lockdown was announced by the Prime 
Minister, SENSEX and NIFTY posted their biggest gains 
in 11 years.
The Government of India announced a spread of 
measures to tackle things, from food security and 
additional funds for healthcare and for the states, to 
sector related incentives and tax deadline extensions. 
On 26 March variety of economic relief measures for 
the poor were announced totalling over `170,000 crore 
(US$24 billion). Subsequent day the Federal Reserve 
Bank of India also announced variety of measures which 
might make available `374,000 crore (US$52 billion) 
to the country's economic system. The planet Bank and 
Asian Development Bank approved support to India to 
tackle the coronavirus pandemic.
The different phases of India's lockdown up to the "first 
unlock" on 1 June had varying degrees of the opening of the 
economy. On 17 April, the RBI Governor announced more 
measures to counter the economic impact of the pandemic 
including `50,000 crore (US$7.0 billion) special finance to 
NABARD, SIDBI, and NHB. On 18 April, to guard Indian 
companies during the pandemic, the government changed 
India's foreign direct investment policy. The Department 
of Military Affairs placed on hold all capital acquisitions 
for the start of the fiscal year. The Chief of Defence 
Staff has announced that India should minimize costly 
defense imports and provides an opportunity to domestic 
production; also ensuring to not "misrepresent operational 
requirements".
On 12 May the Prime Minister announced an overall 
economic package worth `20 lakh crore (US$280 billion), 
10% of India's GDP, with emphasis on India as a self-
reliant nation. During subsequent five days the minister of 
finance announced the small print of the economic package. 
Two days later the cupboard cleared variety of proposals 
within the economic package including a free food grains 
package. By 2 July 2020, variety of economic indicators 
showed signs of rebound and recovery. On 24 July the 
Finance Secretary of India said the economy is showing 
signs of recovery at a faster rate than anticipated, while the 
Economic Affairs Secretary said that he expects a v-shaped 
recovery for India. In July the Union Council of Ministers 
passed the National Educational Policy 2020 aimed toward 
strengthening the economy.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Mauritius Mr Pravind Jugnauth, jointly 
inaugurated the new Supreme Court building in Mauritius through video conference.
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The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) signed an agreement with Indo 

Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)for supply of mustard oil.

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi approved the proposal to set up the National 
Recruitment Agency (NRA), marking a paradigm shift in 
government recruitment. 

At present, candidates seeking government jobs have to 
appear for separate examinations conducted by multiple 
recruiting agencies for various posts.  Candidates have to 
pay fee to multiple recruiting agencies and also have to 
travel long distances for appearing in various exams.

Approximately 1.25 lakh government jobs are advertised 
every year for which 2.5 crore aspirants appear in various 
examinations. A common eligibility Test would enable 
these candidates to appear once and apply to any or all 
of these recruitment agencies for the higher level of 
examination.

The NRA will conduct the Common Eligibility Test (CET) 
for recruitment to non-gazetted posts in government and 
public sector banks.  This test aims to replace multiple 
examinations conducted by different recruiting agencies 
for selection to government jobs advertised each year, with 
single online test.

Salient features.
 # The Common Eligibility Test will be held twice a year.
 # There will be different CETs for graduate level, 12th 

Pass level and 10th pass level to facilitate recruitment 
to vacancies at various levels.

 # The CET will be conducted in 12 major Indian 
languages. This is a major change, as hitherto 
examinations for recruitment to Central Government 
jobs were held only in English and Hindi.

 # To begin with CET will cover recruitments made 
by three agencies: viz. Staff Selection Commission, 
Railway Recruitment Board and the Institute of 
Banking Personnel Selection.  This will be expanded 
in a phased manner.

 # CET will be held in 1,000 centres across India in a 
bid to remove the currently prevalent urban bias. There 

will be an examination centre in every district of the 
country.  There will be a special thrust on creating 
examination infrastructure in the 117 aspirational 
districts.

 # CET will be a first level test to shortlist candidates and 
the score will be valid for three years.

 # There shall be no restriction on the number of 
attempts to be taken by a candidate to appear in the 
CET subject to the upper age limit. Age relaxation 
for SC/ST and OBC candidates as per existing rules 
will apply.

Advantages for Institutions
 # Removes the hassle of conducting preliminary / 

screening test of candidates.

 # Drastically reduces the recruitment cycle.

 # Brings standardization in examination pattern.

 # Reduces costs for different recruiting agencies. Rs 600 
crore savings expected.

The Government also plans to provide outreach and 
awareness facility to assist candidates in rural and far 
flung areas to familiarize them with the online examination 
system. 24x7 helpline will be set up for answering queries, 
complaints and queries.

National Recruitment Agency will be a Society 
registered under the Societies Registration Act. It will 
be headed by a Chairman of the rank of the Secretary to 
the Government of India. It will have representatives of 
Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Finance/Department 
of Financial Services, the SSC, RRB & IBPS. The 
Government has sanctioned a sum of Rs. 1517.57 
crore for the National Recruitment Agency (NRA). 
The expenditure will be undertaken over a period of 
three years. It is envisioned that the NRA would be a 
specialist body bringing the state-of-the-art technology 
and best practices to the field of Central Government 
recruitment.

National Recruitment 
Agency
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a commemorative postage stamp on the 'Shree 

Ram Janmabhoomi Mandir'.

Advantages for students
 # Removes the hassle of appearing in multiple 

examinations.
 # Single examination fee would reduce financial burden 

that multiple exams imposed.
 # Since exams will be held in every district, it would 

substantially save travel and lodging cost for the 
candidates. Examination in their own district would 
encourage more and more women candidates also to 
apply for government jobs.

 # Applicants are required to register on a single 
Registration portal.

 # No need to worry about clashing of examination dates.

Access to Examination Centres
Examination Centres in every District of the country 
would greatly enhance access to the candidates 
located in far-flung areas. Special focus on creating 
examination infrastructure in the 117 Aspirational 
Districts would go a long way in affording access to 
candidates at a place nearer to where they reside. The 
benefits in terms of cost, effort, safety and much more 
would be immense. The proposal will not only ease 
access to rural candidates, it will also motivate the rural 
candidates residing in the far-flung areas to take the 
examination and thereby, enhance their representation 
in Central Government jobs. Taking job opportunities 
closer to the people is a radical step that would greatly 
enhance ease of living for the youth.

Major Relief to poor Candidates
Presently, the candidates have to appear in multiple 
examinations conducted by multiple agencies.  Apart from 
the examination fees, candidates have to incur additional 
expenses for travel, boarding, lodging and other such. A 
single examination would reduce the financial burden on 
candidates to a large extent.

Women candidates to benefit 
greatly
Women candidates especially from rural areas face 
constraints in appearing in multiple examinations 
as they have to arrange for transportation and places 
to stay in places that are far away. They sometimes 
have to find suitable persons to accompany them to 
these Centres that are located far away. The location 
of test centres in every District would greatly benefit 
candidates from rural areas in general and women 
candidates in particular.

Bonanza for Candidates from 
Rural Areas
Given the financial and other constraints, the candidates 
from rural background have to make a choice as to which 
examination they want to appear in.  Under the NRA, the 
candidates by appearing in one examination will get an 
opportunity to compete for many posts.  NRA will conduct 
the first-level /Tier I Examination which is the stepping 
stone for many other selections. 

CET Score to be valid for three 
years, no bar on attempts
The CET score of the candidate shall be valid for a period 
of three years from the date of declaration of the result.  The 
best of the valid scores shall be deemed to be the current 
score of the candidate.  There shall be no restriction on the 
number of attempts to be taken by a candidate to appear 
in the CET subject to the upper age limit. Relaxation in 
the upper age limit shall be given to candidates of SC/ST/
OBC and other categories as per the extant policy of the 
Government. This would go a long way in mitigating the 
hardship of candidates who spend a considerable amount 
of time, money and effort preparing and giving these 
examinations every year. 

Standardised Testing
NRA shall conduct a separate CET each for the three 
levels of graduate, higher secondary (12th pass) and the 
matriculate (10th pass) candidates for those non-technical 
posts to which recruitment is presently carried out by 
the Staff Selection Commission (SSC), the Railway 
Recruitment Boards (RRBs) and by the Institute of Banking 
Personnel Selection (IBPS).  Based on the screening done 
at the CET score level, final selection for recruitment shall 
be made through separate specialised Tiers (II, III etc) of 
examination which shall be conducted by the respective 
recruitment agencies. The curriculum for this test would 
be common as would be the standard. This would greatly 
ease the burden of candidates who are at present required 
to prepare for each of the examinations separately as per 
different curriculum.

Scheduling Tests and choosing 
Centres
Candidates would have the facility of registering on a 
common portal and give a choice of Centres. Based on 
availability, they would be allotted Centres. The ultimate 
aim is to reach a stage wherein candidates can schedule 
their own tests at Centres of their choice.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated via video conferencing the submarine Optical 

Fibre Cable (OFC) connecting Chennai and Port Blair on August 10.

Outreach Activities by NRA

Multiple languages
The CET would be available in a number of languages. 
This would greatly facilitate people from different parts of 
the country to take the exam and have an equal opportunity 
of being selected.

Scores – access to multiple 
recruitment agencies
Initially the scores would be used by the three major 
recruitment agencies. However, over a period of time it 
is expected that other recruitment agencies in the Central 
Government would adopt the same. Further, it would be 
open for other agencies in the public as well as private 
domain to adopt it if they so choose. Thus, in the long 
run, the CET score could be shared with other recruiting 
agencies in the Central Government, State Governments/
Union Territories, Public Sector Undertaking and Private 
Sector. This would help such organizations in saving costs 
and time spent on recruitment.

Shortening the recruitment cycle
A single eligibility test would significantly reduce the 
recruitment cycle. Some Departments have indicated their 
intention to do away with any second level test and go ahead 
with recruitment on the basis of CET scores, Physical Tests 
and Medical examination. This would greatly reduce the 
cycle and benefit a large section of youth.

Financial Outlay
The Government has sanctioned a sum of Rs. 1517.57 
crore for the National Recruitment Agency (NRA). The 
expenditure will be undertaken over a period of three years. 
Apart from setting up the NRA, costs will be incurred for 
setting up examination infrastructure in the 117 Aspirational 
Districts.

States and Union Territories 
can avail the Common Eligibility Test (CET) to be 
conducted by National Recruitment Agency (NRA) for job 
selection, the decision for which was passed at the Union 
Cabinet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge), 
Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS 

PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic 
Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh, said that the CET 
score could be shared with the Recruiting Agencies in 
the State and Union Territory governments as well as 
Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) and also later on with 
the Private Sector. This, he said, would actually help 
the recruiting agencies including the State and Union 
Territory Governments to save the cost and time spent on 
recruitment, while at the same time also be convenient 
and cost-effective for the young job aspirants.

An arrangement in the form of Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) could be put in place for using 
the CET score by these agencies and these organisations, 
said Dr Jitendra Singh. Eventually, this could prove a 
win-win arrangement both for the employer as well as 
employee.

Dr Jitendra Singh further revealed that the DoPT and he 
himself are in touch with many State and Union Territory 
governments which have expressed their inclination to be a 
part of the sharing arrangement of Common Eligibility Test 
score. Most of the Chief Ministers are also quite enthusiastic 
and favourable to adopt this reform, he informed.

Hailing Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s personal 
intervention and indulgence without which this 
revolutionary decision could not have been possible, 
Dr Jitendra Singh said, this is going to prove to be a 
major reform to bring about ease of living for struggling 
youth and job aspirants. He said, it is also a reflection 
of the sensitivity and thoughtfulness with which the 
government works under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Modi.

Clearing apprehension in certain quarters, Dr Jitendra 
Singh said, for those who are appearing for the exam, 
relaxation in the upper age limit shall be given to candidates 
of SC/ST/OBC and other categories as per existing 
government policy. He also reiterated that the Common 
Eligible Test will have no correlation or incompatibility 
with the rules of recruitment like domicile etc. followed by 
certain States or Union Territories. Contrary to misgiving 
in certain quarters, the Common Eligibility Test will not 
be conducted only in Hindi and English language but will 
be conducted in 12 Indian languages to begin with, while 
gradually other languages of the 8th schedule will also be 
included.
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh announced that India will ban import of 101 defence equipment, 
adding that the items will be manufactured in the country under the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative.

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat was announced by Hon'ble 
Prime Minister on 31st October, 2015 on the occasion of 
the 140th birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 
Subsequently, the Finance Minister announced the initiative 
in his Budget Speech for 2016-17. Through this innovative 
measure, the knowledge of the culture, traditions and 
practices of different states & UTs will lead to an enhanced 
understanding and bonding between the states, thereby 
strengthening the unity and integrity of India.
The Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat programme, aims to 
actively enhance interaction between people of diverse 
cultures living in different States and UTs in India, with 
the objective of promoting greater mutual understanding 
amongst them. As per the programme, each year, every 
State/UT would be paired with another State/UT in 
India for reciprocal interaction between the people. It is 
envisaged through this exchange, that the knowledge of 
the language, culture, traditions and practices of different 
states will lead to an enhanced understanding and bonding 
between one another, thereby strengthening the unity and 
integrity of India.
The States and UTs are to embark on a mission to enhance 
their cultural, academic and economic ties by entering 
into a wide range of mutual engagements with the paired 
States/UTs covering the spheres of music, drama, cuisine, 
language, history, tourism and other forms of exchange 
between the people. An indicative list of activities has 
been drawn up and circulated to the State Governments 
/ UT Administrations and to the key Central Ministries. 
The States/ UTs may choose, evolve and develop their 
interaction pattern based on the suggested list as per 
operational suitability in the course of their interactions.
All States and UTs will be covered under the programme. 
There will be pairing of States/UTs at national level and 
these pairings will be in effect for one year, or till the next 
round of pairings. The State/UT level pairings would be 
utilized for state level activities. District level pairings 
would be independent of the State level pairings. The 
activity will be very useful to link various States and 
Districts in annual programmes that will connect people 

through exchanges in areas of culture, tourism, language, 
education trade etc. and citizens will be able to experience 
the cultural diversity of a much larger number of States/
UTs while realising that India is one.

BACKGROUND
India is a unique nation, whose fabric has been woven 
by diverse linguistic, cultural and religious threads, held 
together into a composite national identity by a rich history 
of cultural evolution, coupled with a rousing freedom 
struggle that was built around the tenets of non-violence 
and justice. The spirit of mutual understanding amidst 
a shared history has enabled a special unity in diversity, 
which stands out as a tall flame of nationhood that needs to 
be nourished and cherished into the future.
Time and technology have narrowed down distances 
in terms of connect and communication. In an era 
that facilitates mobility and outreach, it is important 
to establish cultural exchanges between people of 
different regions, as a means to further human bonding 
and a common approach to nation-building. Mutual 
understanding and trust are the foundations of India's 
strength and all citizens should feel culturally integrated 
in all corners of India. Students from the north-east, for 
example, should not feel like 'strangers in a strange land' 
when they arrive in Delhi.
The idea of a sustained and structured cultural connect 
between denizens of different regions was mooted by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the Rashtriya Ekta 
Divas held on 31st October, 2015, to commemorate the 
birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Hon’ble 
Prime Minister propounded that cultural diversity is a 
joy that ought to be celebrated through mutual interaction 
& reciprocity between people of different States and 
UTs so that a common spirit of understanding resonates 
throughout the country. Every State and UT in the country 
would be paired with another State/UT for a year, during 
which they would carry out a structured engagement with 
one another in the spheres of language, literature, cuisine, 
festivals, cultural events, tourism etc. For example, 
Andhra Pradesh is paired with Punjab for the year 2017. 

EK BHARAT 
SHRESHTHA BHARAT
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The actual date of completion for the dry dock project at the Cochin Shipyard Ltd has been 

revised to December 2022.

During the year, Punjabis would attempt to learn key 
words in Telugu , a few Telugu books would be translated 
into Punjabi & vice-versa, Andhraites would hold food 
festivals offering Punjabi dishes, Punjabis would perform 
Andhra folk dances, while Andhraites would perform 
Bhangra at staged events etc. This pattern of cultural 
adoption of the partner State/UT would be followed by all 
States and UTs .
States/UTs in India were paired till March 2019. 
The paired States/UTs signed MoUs with each other, 
delineating a set of activities that they would carry out. 
An activity calendar for each pair was prepared through 
mutual consultation, paving the way for a yearlong 
process of mutual engagement. Such interaction between 
different segments of the population of each pair of 
States /UTs at the cultural level, generated the vibrance 
of understanding & appreciation amongst the people and 
forge mutual bonding, thus securing an enriched value 
system of unity in the nation. The same pairing of States/ 
UTs will continue till June 2020. After the creation of 
UT of Ladakh, it has been paired along with Jammu & 
Kashmir with Tamil Nadu. The pairing of States/ UTs is 
available on the website. New pairing of States/ UTs may 
come into force from 01.07.2020.

OBJECTIVES OF EK BHARAT 
SHRESHTHA BHARAT
The broad objectives of the initiative are as follows :

 # To CELEBRATE the Unity in Diversity of our 
Nation and to maintain and strengthen the fabric of 
traditionally existing emotional bonds between the 
people of our Country;

 # To PROMOTE the spirit of national integration 
through a deep and structured engagement between 
all Indian States and Union Territories through a year-
long planned engagement between States;

 # To SHOWCASE the rich heritage and culture, customs 
and traditions of either State for enabling people to 
understand and appreciate the diversity that is India, 
thus fostering a sense of common identity

 # TO ESTABLISH long-term engagements and,
 # TO CREATE an environment which promotes 

learning between States by sharing best practices and 
experiences.

KEY THEMES FOR INTERACTION
 # To celebrate the idea of India as a nation wherein 

different cultural units across varied geographies 
coalesce and interact with each other, this glorious 

manifestation of diverse cuisine, music, dance, 
theatre, movies & films, handicrafts, sports, 
literature, festivals, painting, sculpture etc. will 
enable people to imbibe the innate chord of binding 
and brotherhood.

 # To make our people aware about the seamless integral 
hull of the Modern Indian State spread across a vast 
landmass on whose firm foundations, the geo-political 
strength of the country is ensured to benefit one and 
all.

 # To impress upon people at large about the increasing 
inter-connectedness between the constituents of 
various cultures and traditions, which is so vital for the 
spirit of nation building.

 # To induce a sense of responsibility & ownership 
for the nation as a whole through these close cross-
cultural interactions as it intends to build up the inter-
dependence matrix unequivocally.

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY 
/METHODOLOGY
The EK Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Engagement Matrix 
between States and UTs till June 2020 would be as 
follows:

 # Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh: Tamil Nadu
 # Punjab : Andhra Pradesh
 # Himachal Pradesh : Kerala
 # Uttarakhand : Karnataka
 # Haryana: Telangana
 # Rajasthan: Assam
 # Gujarat: Chhattisgarh
 # Maharashtra: Odisha
 # Goa: Jharkhand
 # Delhi: Sikkim
 # Madhya Pradesh : Manipur& Nagaland
 # Uttar Pradesh : Arunachal Pradesh& Meghalaya
 # Bihar : Tripura & Mizoram
 # Chandigarh : Dadra & Nagar Haveli
 # Puducherry : Daman & Diu
 # Lakshadweep : Andaman & Nicobar

The aforesaid States and UTs are to enter into a wide range 
of mutual engagements. The Ministry of Human Resource 
Development has been designated Nodal Ministry for co-
ordination of the programme.
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KEY ACTIVITIES
Some key activities which have been communicated to 
States for taking up suitably under Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat are given below and this is an indicative list:

 # Translation of at least 5 Award Winning Books, 5 
award winning songs of One State in the Language of 
Partnering State.

 # Identification of proverbs having similar meaning in 
the languages of the two States and their translation 
and dissemination for interchangeable use.

 # Cultural Exchange Programmes between partnering 
States with the help of troupes identified in the home 
State through Cultural Competitions.

 # Exchange programme for Writers and poets etc. in the 
form of Literary Festivals.

 # Culinary festivals with opportunity to learn culinary 
practices of partner State.

 # Educational Tour by University Students reciprocally 
in the partnering States to bring out salient features of 
that State.

 # Promotion of Home Stay culture for visitors from 
partnering States.

 # Promotion of Rajya Darshan programmes for tourists 
from partnering States

 # Organising Familiarisation Tours for the Tour 
Operators of one State to the partnering State.

 # Exposure of students of one State to alphabets, songs, 
proverbs and 100 sentences in the languages of the 
partnering State.

 # Encouraging the administration of oaths / Pledges in 
the two Languages of the pairing states.

 # Inclusion of a few pages in the course books of schools 
in the language of the partnering State.

 # Organising Essay Competition among students in the 
language of the partnering State.

 # Organising Optional Classes in schools / colleges, 
where feasible, for learning the language of the 
partnering State.

 # Organising Drama(s) of other State in the educational 
institutions of the partnering State.

 # Exchange of information on traditional Agricultural 
Practices and Forecasting among farmers in partnering 
States.

 # Organising Combined Tableau of Partnering States on 
the Occasion of 15th August and 26th January.

 # Participation of Parade Contingents from one State in 
the Ceremonial Functions of the partnering State.

 # Telecasting / Broadcasting of programmes of one State 
on the Regional TV / Radio channels of partnering States.

 # Organising Film Festivals in the State with Sub-Titles 
in the language of the partnering State.

 # Encouraging fashion shows and frequent wearing of 
attire of the partnering State by the students and people 
of the State.

 # Organising National Quiz Competition in various 
languages on MyGov portal.

 # Taking lead in organising State Specific Quiz 
Competition on TV / Radio / MyGov portal in the 
language of the partnering State.

 # Organising Photography competition for the people of 
One State creating their portfolio on sites, places and 
objects in the Partnering State.

 # Organising Blog Competitions on Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat.

 # Organising Cycling expeditions for the students / 
people of one State to the places in the partnering State.

 # Organising NCC, NSS Camps of students of one State 
at the locations in the partnering State.

PARTICIPATING MINISTRIES
 # Ministry Of Education- Higher Education
 # Ministry Of Education- School Education & Literacy
 # Ministry Of Sports
 # Ministry Of Youth Affairs
 # Ministry Of Culture
 # Ministry Of Tourism
 # Department Of Defence
 # Ministry Of Railways
 # Ministry Of Information & Broadcasting
 # Ministry Of Parliamentary Affairs

Conclusion
There is no country like India, quite as diverse, multi-
lingual and multi-cultural, yet bound together by the ancient 
bounds of shared traditions, culture and values. Such bonds 
need to be strengthened through enhanced and continuous 
mutual interaction between people of varied regions and 
ways of life so that it encourages reciprocity and secures an 
enriched value system of unity amongst people of different 
States in a culturally special country like INDIA.

The defence ministry approved military procurement worth Rs 8,722 crore including 106 
basic trainer aircraft for the Indian Air Force.
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Authorities in the Chinese region of Inner Mongolia have 
sealed off a village after a resident there died from bubonic 
plague, a centuries-old disease responsible for the most 
deadly pandemic in human history.
The death was reported to health authorities in Baotou 
city and the victim was confirmed to be a bubonic plague 
patient, the Baotou Municipal Health Commission said in a 
statement on its website.
The patient died of circulatory system failure, according 
to the statement. It did not mention how the patient had 
caught the plague.
To curb the spread of the disease, authorities sealed off Suji 
Xincun village, where the dead patient lived, and ordered 
daily disinfection of homes. All villagers have so far tested 
negative for the disease, the statement said.
Nine close contacts and 26 secondary contacts of the patient 
have been quarantined and tested negative, the commission 
said.
Damao Banner, the district where the village is located, 
has been put on Level 3 alert for plague prevention, the 
second lowest in a four-level system, until the end of the 
year.
This is the second case -- and first death -- of bubonic 
plague China has confirmed this year. The previous case 
was discovered in July in Bayannur, another city in Inner 
Mongolia, leading to the issuing of another Level 3 alert 
and the closure of several tourist spots.
Plague, caused by bacteria and transmitted through flea 
bites and infected animals, killed an estimated 50 million 
people in Europe during the Black Death pandemic in the 
Middle Ages.
Bubonic plague, which is one of plague's three forms, 
causes painful, swollen lymph nodes, as well as fever, 
chills, and coughing.
The advent of antibiotics, which can treat most infections if 
they are caught early enough, has helped to contain plague 
outbreaks, preventing the type of rapid spread witnessed in 
Europe in the Middle Ages.

But it has not been eliminated it entirely -- and it has made 
a recent comeback, leading the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to categorize it as a re-emerging disease.

Common recurrence:
Anywhere from 1,000 to 2,000 people get the plague every 
year, according to the WHO. But that total is likely too 
modest an estimate, since it doesn't account for unreported 
cases.
According to 2016 data, the possibility of plague exists 
on almost every continent, especially the western 
United States, parts of Brazil, scattered areas in 
southeast Africa and large swaths of China, India and 
the Middle East.
In the US, there have been anywhere from a few to a few 
dozen cases of plague every year, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. In 2015, two people in 
Colorado died from the plague, and the year before there 
were eight reported cases in the state.
In China, 31 cases of plague were reported between 2009 
and 2019, including 12 deaths, according to data released 
by the National Health Commission.
Baotou authorities warned of a risk of "a human plague 
epidemic spreading in the city," and urged the public to take 
extra precautions and seek immediate medical attention if 
they develop symptoms of fever or coughing.
They also urged people to reduce contact with wild animals 
while traveling and avoid hunting, skinning or eating 
animals that could cause infection.
Last month, two cases of bubonic plague were confirmed 
in Mongolia -- brothers who had both eaten marmot meat, 
according to China's state-run news agency Xinhua. In 
May 2019, another couple in Mongolia died from the 
plague after eating the raw kidney of a marmot, thought to 
be a folk remedy for good health.
Marmots a type of large ground squirrel that is eaten in 
some parts of China and the neighboring country Mongolia, 
and which have historically caused plague outbreaks in the 
region.

Sameer Gehlaut has stepped down as the Executive Chairman of Indiabulls Housing 
Finance (IBHFL).

China: Bubonic 
Plague at Door
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The marmot is believed to have caused the 1911 
pneumonic plague epidemic, which killed about 63,000 
people in northeast China. It was hunted for its fur, 
which soared in popularity among international traders. 
The diseased fur products were traded and transported 
around the country -- infecting thousands along the 
way.

What causes the plague?
Plague is an infectious disease caused by Yersinia pestis 
bacteria, usually found in small mammals and their 
fleas. The disease is transmitted between animals via 
their fleas and, as it is a zoonotic bacterium, it can also 
transmit from animals to humans, says the World Health 
Organisation.
The WHO website also adds that: "Humans can be 
contaminated by the bite of infected fleas, through direct 
contact with infected materials, or by inhalation. Plague 
can be a very severe disease in people, particularly in its 
septicaemic and pneumonic forms, with a case-fatality 
ratio of 30% - 100% if left untreated.
"Although plague has been responsible for widespread 
pandemics throughout history, including the so-called 
Black Death that caused over 50 million deaths in Europe 
during the fourteenth century, it can be easily treated 
with antibiotics and the use of standard preventative 
measures."
Left untreated, it has a mortality rate of 30-100% and has 
an incubation period of 3-7 days.
As the world fights the COVID-19 pandemic, just 
the thought of another pandemic-potential virus or 
disease, is frightening. However, it seems that not a 
new disease, but an old one has made a comeback in 
China. Authorities in China have reportedly cut off a 
Chinese region of Inner Mongolia after a man living 
in one of the villages was confirmed to have died of 
bubonic plague infection.
Black Death, the pandemic caused by the bubonic plague 
disease has been termed as the deadliest pandemic and 
'the greatest catastrophe ever'. For people who might 
not know about the pandemic, here is some background 
to it.

Black Death – History and 
Background

The disease that later came to be known as Black Death 
spread across Europe in the years 1346-53. many historic 
accounts detail the terror and losses caused due to the 
illness. According to reports, in the course of just a few 
months, 60 per cent of Florence's population had died 
from the plague, and similar deaths were reported in Siena. 
About 25 million people reportedly died of the plague in 
the aforementioned period. 

What exactly was Black Death?
Black Death was a pandemic of bubonic plague, a disease 
caused by the bacterium Yersinia pestis. The bacteria 
circulates among wild rodents. The plague is likely to 
spread among humans when rodents living in human 
establishments, get infected. The most common rodents 
that spread the disease are black rats, also called house 
rats and ship rats. When an infected rat bites a human, the 
infection can lead to swelling up of the groin, thigh, armpit, 
neck, etc. 

Symptoms of Black Death
The Bubonic plague was reported to cause fever, fatigue, 
shivering, vomiting, headaches, giddiness, intolerance to 
light, pain in the back and limbs, sleeplessness, apathy, 
delirium, among other symptoms. One of the characteristic 
symptoms of the disease was buboes – one or more lymph 
nodes becoming swollen, hence the name Bubonic plague 
was given.

Prevention and Treatment of 
Black Death
There is no vaccine for the plague in the US, according 
to WebMD. It is also recommended to check the CDC 
guidelines of the country you are vising.
Avoid travelling to areas where cases of the plague have 
been reported.
If you live in such areas, ensure that any entryways for 
rodents into your home are shut.
Do not let pets like dogs and cats sleep in your bed.
Use gloves if you have to touch wild animals, living or 
dead.
For treating the disease, doctors use a variety of antibiotics. 
The disease is curable, and most people continue to live a 
healthy life, once treated. However, if the treatment is left 
untreated, people with the disease are likely to die.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched the Naval Innovation and Indigenisation 
Organisation (NIIO) through an online webinar.
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PM launches financing facility of 
Rs. 1 Lakh Crore under Agriculture 
Infrastructure Fund
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a new Central 
Sector Scheme of financing facility under the Agriculture 
Infrastructure Fund of Rs. 1 Lakh Crore. The scheme will 
support farmers, PACS, FPOs, Agri-entrepreneurs, etc. 
in building community farming assets and post-harvest 
agriculture infrastructure. These assets will enable farmers 
to get greater value for their produce as they will be able to 
store and sell at higher prices, reduce wastage, and increase 
processing and value addition.
Only 30 days after Cabinet formally approved the scheme, 
the first sanction of over Rs. 1000 Crore was made to over 
2,280 farmer societies. The event was conducted through 
video conference and was attended by lakhs of farmers, 
FPOs, cooperatives, PACS, and citizens joining from 
across the country.
At the same event, the Prime Minister also released 
the 6th installment under the PM-KISAN scheme of 
Rs. 17,000 Crore to nearly 8.5 Crore farmers. The cash 
benefit was transferred directly to their Aadhaar verified 
bank accounts with the press of a button. With this 
transfer, the scheme has provided over 90,000 Crore in 
the hands of more than 10 Crore farmers since its launch 
on 01 December 2018. 

Interaction with Primary Agriculture 
Credit Societies
Prime Minister interacted virtually with 3 Primary 
Agriculture Credit Societies from Karnataka, Gujarat, and 
Madhya Pradesh who are among the initial beneficiaries 
of the scheme. Prime Minister had an engaging discussion 
with the representatives of these societies to understand 
their current operations and how they plan to utilise the 
loan. The societies informed the  Prime Minister about their 
plans to build godowns, setup grading and sorting units 
which will help member farmers secure a higher price for 
their produce.

Agriculture Infrastructure 
Fund

Amul, brand of the Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation, said it has decided to 
digitise the artificial insemination service for dairy animals in its operational area.

Address to the nation
Following his interaction with the Primary Agriculture 
Credit Societies, in his address to the nation, the Prime 
Minister expressed confidence in how farmers and the 
agriculture sector will benefit from the scheme. He said the 
scheme shall provide a financial boost to the farmers and 
agriculture sector and increase India’s ability to compete 
on the global stage.
Prime Minister reiterated that India has a huge opportunity 
to invest in post-harvest management solutions like 
warehousing, cold chain, and food processing, and build 
a global presence in areas such as organic and fortified 
foods. He also mentioned that this scheme provides a good 
opportunity for start-ups in agriculture to avail the benefits 
and scale their operations, thereby creating an ecosystem 
that reaches farmers in every corner of the country.
Prime Minister expressed his satisfaction with the pace 
of implementation of the PM-KISAN scheme. He also 
noted that the scale of the program is so large that the 
funds released have reached more people than the entire 
population of several countries taken together. He also 
congratulated states for playing an important role in the 
implementation and assisting farmers through the entire 
process from registration all the way to disbursals.
The Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare, Shri 
Narendra Singh Tomar, was also present on the occasion.

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund:
Duration: Financial Year 2020 to 2029.
The Agriculture Infrastructure Fund is a medium - long 
term debt financing facility for investment in viable 
projects for post-harvest management infrastructure and 
community farming assets through interest subvention 
and credit guarantee. The duration of the scheme shall be 
from FY2020 to FY2029 (10 years). Under the scheme, 
Rs. 1 Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial 
institutions as loans with interest subvention of 3% per 
annum and credit guarantee coverage under CGTMSE 
scheme for loans up to Rs. 2 Crore. The beneficiaries will 
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include farmers, PACS, Marketing Cooperative Societies, 
FPOs, SHGs, Joint Liability Groups (JLG), Multipurpose 
Cooperative Societies, Agri-entrepreneurs, Startups, and 
Central/State agency or Local Body sponsored Public-
Private Partnership Projects.
Features:
Loans will be disbursed in four years starting with sanction 
of Rs. 10,000 crore in the current year and Rs. 30,000 crore 
each in next three financial years.
Moratorium for repayment may vary subject to minimum 
of 6 months and maximum of 2 years.
Interest Subvention: Loans will have interest subvention of 
3% per annum up to a limit of Rs. 2 crore. This subvention 
will be available for a maximum period of seven years.
CGTMSE Scheme: A credit guarantee coverage will 
be available for eligible borrowers from the scheme 
under Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small 
Enterprises (CGTMSE) scheme for a loan up to Rs. 2 crore.
Farmer Producer Organizations: In case of FPOs the credit 
guarantee may be availed from the facility created under 
FPO promotion scheme.
Management: The fund will be managed and monitored 
through an online Management Information System (MIS) 
platform. It will enable all the qualified entities to apply for 
loan under the Fund.
The National, State and District level monitoring 
committees will be set up to ensure real-time monitoring 
and effective feed-back.

PM-KISAN
The PM-KISAN scheme was launched in December 2018 
to provide income support by way of a cash benefit to all 
landholding farmers (subject to certain exclusion criteria) 
to enable them to fulfill their agricultural requirements 
and support their families. Under the scheme, the financial 
benefit of Rs.6000/- per year is provided to eligible 
beneficiary farmers in three equal installments.

Key points:
 # PM Kisan is a Central Sector scheme with 100% 

funding from Government of India.
 # It has become operational from 1.12.2018.
 # Under the scheme an income support of 6,000/- per 

year in three equal installments will be provided to 
small and marginal farmer families having combined 
land holding/ownership of upto 2 hectares.

 # Definition of family for the scheme is husband, wife 
and minor children.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually inaugurated three new high-throughput labs of the 
Indian Council of Medical Research in Noida, Kolkata, and Mumbai.

 # State Government and UT administration will identify 
the farmer families which are eligible for support as 
per scheme guidelines.

 # The fund will be directly transferred to the bank 
accounts of the beneficiaries.

 # The first instalment for the period 1.12.2018 to 
31.03.2019 is to be provided in the financial year itself.

 # There are various Exclusion Categories for the scheme.

A new dawn for the agriculture 
sector
These steps are the latest in a series of reforms taken by 
the Government of India under the guidance of the Prime 
Minister. These measures will collectively herald a new 
dawn for the agriculture sector in India and show the 
government’s commitment to championing the cause of 
ensuring the welfare and sustainability of livelihoods for 
the farmers of India.

Government to crack down on 
illegal beneficiaries of PM-KISAN:
The government is planning to crackdown on those farmers 
who are illegally receiving benefits of PM-KISAN scheme 
by concealing facts that make them ineligible. These 
include serving and retired government employees who are 
barred from getting benefits of the scheme.
“We are mulling a mechanism in consultation with state 
governments to identify such ‘unworthy’ beneciaries. 
We have already tied up with income tax department to 
nail taxpayers who have received the benefits,” said a 
senior agriculture ministry official. He said that it has 
come to government’s notice that many state and central 
government’s serving and retired employees are getting 
benefits of PM-KISAN. “We have written to Public 
Financial Management System (PFMS) under the finance 
ministry to share data of central government employees. 
We can then match the data with PM-KISAN list of 
beneciaries to identify such central government salaried 
employees who are getting benefits. We will write to state 
governments also,” he said. The agriculture department 
recently worked out an arrangement with the income the 
department to check if any of the beneciaries of the PM-
KISAN scheme were in the list of income tax payers. 
The PM-KISAN scheme, which gives farmers Rs 6,000 
annually in three equal instalments, has excluded income 
tax payees, retired and serving government employees 
other than Group D, professionals like doctors, lawyers and 
chartered accountants, public representatives like serving 
and former parliamentarians and other people from higher 
economic status.
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Q.1. Recently who has been appointed new Director 
General of Gujarat Police?

 (1) Ashish Mishra (2) Ashish Bhatia
 (3) Anoop Kumar (4) Varun Sridhar
 (5) Hardik Shah
Q.2. Recently Hamed Bakayoko has been appointed as 

the Prime Minister of which country?
 (1) Ivory Coast (2) Somalia (3) Belarus
 (4) Kenya (5) Tunisia
Q.3. Which district of Chhattisgarh has topped the list 

of aspirational districts in Overall Delta Ranking 
by government think-tank Niti Aayog for the 
February-June 2020 period?

 (1) Raipur (2) Bilaspur (3) Bijapur
 (4) Bastar (5) Raigarh
Q.4. Recently Lee Teng hui has passed away, he was the 

former President of which country?
 (1) Ghana (2) Algeria (3) Mali
 (4) Eritrea (5) Taiwan
Q.5. Recently which chess player has finished second 

in the rapid section of the 53rd Biel International 
Chess Festival in Switzerland?

 (1) Koneru Humpy (2) Baskaran Adhiban
 (3) Krishnan Sasikiran (4) P. Harikrishna
 (5) Harika Dronavalli
Q.6. Recently Asian Development Bank has signed 200 

million dollar financing deal with Reliance for 
power plant for which country?

 (1) Bangladesh (2) India (3) Nepal
 (4) Sri Lanka (5) Bhutan
Q.7. Recently the Khadi and Village Industries 

Commission has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding to supply mustard oil to Indo-
Tibetan Border Police, where is Headquarter of 
ITBP?

 (1) Mumbai (2) Hyderabad (3) Dehradun
 (4) Lucknow (5) New Delhi
Q.8. Recently the 1st five of 36 Rafale fighter jets from 

France landed at which airbase station of Indian 
Air Force?

 (1) Chandigarh AFS (2) Adampur AFS

 (3) Ambala AFS  (4) Amritsar AFS
 (5) Awantipur AFS
Q.9. Recently which private sector bank launched a 

two-month campaign, ‘Kona Kona Umeed’?
 (1) Laxmi Vilas Bank
 (2) Karur Vyas Bank
 (3) Kotak Mahindra Bank
 (4) ICICI Bank
 (5) IndusInd Bank
Q.10. Recently the 6th BRICS Environment Ministers’ 

Meeting was held under the presidency of which 
country?

 (1) Brazil (2) Russia (3) India
 (4) China (5) South Africa
Q.11. Recently which state government has launched 

an innovative virtual cybercrime awareness 
programme named as ‘E-Raksha Bandhan’?

 (1) Andhra Pradesh (2) Uttar Pradesh
 (3) Bihar  (4) Haryana
 (5) Punjab
Q.12. Recently Mohamed Irfaan Ali has been elected as 

the President of which country?
 (1) Ivory Coast  (2) Malaysia
 (3) Afghanistan  (4) Maldives
 (5) Guyana
Q.13. Recently which country became the first Arab 

country to open a nuclear power plant?
 (1) Saudi Arabia  (2) United Arab Emirates
 (3) Qatar  (4) Bahrain
 (5) Kuwait
Q.14. Bihar Chief Minister, Nitish Kumar has released a 

book titled “Siyasat Mein Sadasyata” authored by 
whom?

 (1) Vijay Kumar Choudhary
 (2) Amish Tripathi
 (3) Sunil Trivedi
 (4) Pramod Mehta
 (5) Ravi Shastri
Q.15. Recently who has won the Formula One British 

Grand Prix 2020 held at the Silverstone Circuit, 
United Kingdom?

CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

Eminent dancer and choreographer Amala Shankar died at the age of 101.
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 (1) Benedikt Howedes (2) Jamie Vardy
 (3) Valtteri Bottas (4) Lewis Hamilton
 (5) Charles Leclerc
Q.16. Recently Rajya Sabha MP and leader Amar Singh 

has passed away, he was related to which political 
party?

 (1) Bhartiya Janata Party
 (2) Samajwadi Party
 (3) Indian National Congress
 (4) Bahujan Samaj Party
 (5) Aam Aadmi Party
Q.17. Recently Kamal Rani Varun has passed away, she 

was the Cabinet Minister of which state?
 (1) Bihar  (2) Rajasthan
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Jharkhand
 (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.18. Recently who has taken over the charge as Director 

General, News Services Division of All India 
Radio?

 (1) Rahul Bajaj  (2) Kuldeep Nair
 (3) Jaideep Bhatnagar (4) Vaibhav Kumar Reddy
 (5) Mahesh Sharma
Q.19. Recently who has taken over as chief of Indian Air 

Force's Western Air Command?
 (1) VR Chaudhari
 (2) Avinash Chandra Mehta
 (3) Nitin Kumar Bansal
 (4) Sudhir Shukla
 (5) Pramod Kumar Mehta
Q.20. Recently “Bharat Air Fibre Services” has been 

inaugurated by the Union Minister Sanjay Dhotre 
in which state?

 (1) Gujarat  (2) Andhra Pradesh
 (3) Haryana  (4) Maharashtra
 (5) Madhya Pradesh
Q.21. The prominent Northern Ireland politician and 

former Nobel Prize winner, John Hume has passed 
away, he was awarded by Nobel Prize in which 
field?

 (1) Economics (2) Physics (3) Medicine
 (4) Peace (5) Chemistry
Q.22. Recently Mark Anthony Phillips has been sworn in 

as Prime Minister of which country?

 (1) Guyana (2) Mauritius (3) Ireland
 (4) Zimbabwe (5) Austria
Q.23. Recently Sashidhar Jagdishan was appointed of as 

the next Chief Executive Officer of which bank?
 (1) Axis Bank  (2) HDFC Bank
 (3) State Bank of India (4) Karur Vyas Bank
 (5) Federal Bank
Q.24. Recently the Department of Defence Ministry 

of Defence has signed a tripartite MoU with the 
Department of Administrative Reforms & Public 
Grievances and which IIT?

 (1) IIT Madras  (2) IIT Delhi
 (3) IIT Bombay  (4) IIT Dhanbad
 (5) IIT Kanpur
Q.25. Who is the author of the book, titled “Vishesh: Code 

To Win”, which was published by the publishing 
house Bluerose?

 (1) Amish Tripathi (2) Chetan Bhagat
 (3) Nirupama Yadav (4) S Jayashankar
 (5) Shashi Tharoor
Q.26. Recently the Sahakar Cooptube NCDC Channel 

has been launched by which Union Minister?
 (1) Amit Shah 
 (2) Piyush Goyal
 (3) Nirmala Sitharaman
 (4) Prakash Javadekar
 (5) Narendra Singh Tomar
Q.27. Recently World Cup winner footballer, Benedikt 

Howedes has retired from football, he is related to 
which country?

 (1) Australia (2) Germany (3) Brazil
 (4) Canada (5) South Africa
Q.28. Recently which Private sector lender Bank has 

launched an Automated Voice Assistant ‘AXAA’?
 (1) Axis Bank  (2) Yes Bank
 (3) IndusInd Bank (4) HDFC Bank
 (5) Kotak Mahindra Bank
Q.29. Recently Infosys Finacle was selected to digitally 

transform the transaction banking business of 
national bank of which country?

 (1) Saudi Arabia (2) Qatar (3) Iran
 (4) Bahrain (5) Kuwait

Senior advocate and author Bhaskarrao Avhad passed away in Pune. He was 78.
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Q.30. Rajesh Kumar was appointed as Chief Secretary of 
which state recently?

 (1) Odisha (2) Assam (3) Manipur
 (4) Punjab (5) Tripura
Q.31. Recently India has extended Line of Credit 

worth 18 million US dollars to which country 
for the expansion of fishing facilities at Maldives 
Industrial Fisheries Company?

 (1) Indonesia (2) Sri Lanka (3) Maldives
 (4) Myanmar (5) Bangladesh
Q.32. Recently William English who has passed away, he 

was co-creator of which computer accessory?
 (1) Mouse (2) Key Board (3) Monitor
 (4) Hard Disk (5) Pen drive
Q.33. Recently which state government has launched a 

social security scheme “Shaheed Mahendra Karma 
Tendupatta Sangrahak Samajik Suraksha Yojana” 
for tendu leave collectors in the state?

 (1) Telangana  (2) Haryana
 (3) Chhattisgarh  (4) Kerala
 (5) Jharkhand
Q.34. Recently who was appointed by President Ram 

Nath Kovind as the next Lieutenant Governor of 
Jammu and Kashmir?

 (1) Anandi Ben Patel (2) Manoj Sinha
 (3) Dinesh Sharma (4) Arvind Saxena
 (5) Anil Baijal
Q.35. Recently how much amount was contributed by 

India to the India-UN development partnership 
fund?

 (1) USD 19.26 million (2) USD 11.28 million
 (3) USD 18.71 million (4) USD 15.50 million
 (5) USD 10.97 million
Q.36. What is the name of former Governor of Arunachal 

Pradesh, who has passed away recently?
 (1) Ram Pradhan  (2) Amar Singh
 (3) Kamal Rani Varun (4) Anil Murli
 (5) P Manikyala Rao
Q.37. Recently the “Thenzawl Golf Resort” Project 

has been virtually inaugurated by which Union 
Minister in Mizoram?

 (1) Prakash Javadekar
 (2) Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank

 (3) Rajnath Singh
 (4) Piyush Goyal
 (5) Prahlad Singh Patel
Q.38. Recently which insurance company launched new 

services and products for COVID-19?
 (1) HDFC ERGO Health Insurance Company
 (2) Star Health and Allied Insurance Company
 (3) Cholamandalam Health Insurance Company
 (4) Aditya Birla Health Insurance Company
 (5) Bharti AXA Health Insurance Company
Q.39. Recently which company has announced multi-

year Strategic Collaboration Agreement with 
Amazon Web Services?

 (1) Aerovoyce Telecom Limited
 (2) Vodafone-Idea Limited
 (3) Tata Sky Limited
 (4) Jio Platforms Limited
 (5) Bharti Airtel Limited
Q.40. Recently Shivajirao Patil Nilangekar has passed 

away, he was the former Chief Minister of which 
state?

 (1) Maharashtra  (2) Arunachal Pradesh
 (3) Bihar  (4) Chhattisgarh
 (5) Punjab
Q.41. Recently Country's first Kisan Special Parcel Train 

flagged off from which of the following railway 
station?

 (1) Devlali Railway Station (Maharashtra)
 (2) Jaipur Railway Station (Rajasthan)
 (3) Gorakhpur Railway Station (Uttar Pradesh)
 (4) Nasik Railway Station (Maharashtra)
 (5) Asansol Railway Station (West Bengal)
Q.42. Who was appointed as the ambassadors of Win 

Trade Fantasy Sports recently?
 (1) Harmanpreet Kaur (2) Suresh Raina
 (3) Sakshi Malik  (4) Aditya Mehta
 (5) Both 1 & 2
Q.43. Recently the famous fiction writer and Pulitzer 

Prize-winner, Shirley Ann Grau has passed away, 
she was related to which country?

 (1) Russia (2) Canada (3) Italy
 (4) US (5) Spain

Maurice Petty, part of a racing dynasty and the first engine builer to be inducted into the 
NASCAR Hall of Fame, has died. He was 81.
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Q.44. Who has been appointed as the 14th Comptroller 
and Auditor General of India?

 (1) Manoj Sinha  (2) Riva Ganguli Das
 (3) Sunil Arora  (4) Girish Chandra Murmu
 (5) Ajay Tyagi
Q.45. Recently India’s first mobile RT-PCR COVID lab 

named ‘Mobile Infection Testing and Reporting 
lab’ was developed by which institute?

 (1) Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
 (2) Indian Institute of Science Bengaluru
 (3) Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
 (4) Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced 

Scientific Research
 (5) Indian Association for the Cultivation of 

Science
Q.46. Recently which state government launched 

“Mahila Evam Kishori Samman Yojana” & 
“Mukhya Mantri Doodh Uphar Yojana” for girls 
and women?

 (1) Chhattisgarh  (2) Punjab
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Haryana
 (5) Maharashtra
Q.47. Recently which payments bank has partnered with 

Bharti AXA General Insurance to offer “smart plan 
shop package policy”?

 (1) India Post Payments Bank
 (2) Paytm Payments Bank
 (3) Fino Payments Bank
 (4) Jio Payments Bank
 (5) Airtel Payments Bank
Q.48. Who is the author of the book titled ‘RAW: A 

History of India’s Covert Operations’?
 (1) Samant Goyal (2) Yatish Yadav
 (3) Nitish Bhardwaj (4) Amish Tripathi
 (5) Baldev Tripathi
Q.49. Which edition of Hiroshima Day was observed on 

6th August 2020?
 (1) 75th (2) 83rd (3) 69th
 (4) 90th (5) 70th
Q.50. Recently Defence Institute of Advanced 

Technology, has bagged first prize in Smart India 
Hackathon, who is the chancellor of DIAT?

 (1) Rajnath Singh (2) AK Maheshwari

 (3) GC Murmu  (4) Arvind Saxena
 (5) S Jayshankar
Q.51. Recently who has been appointed as the chairman 

of the Union Public Service Commission?
 (1) Manoj Sinha  
 (2) GC Murmu
 (3) Pradeep Kumar Joshi
 (4) Sumit Deb
 (5) Anurag Srivastava
Q.52. Recently which State/UT has launched a new 

“Electric Vehicle Policy”?
 (1) Goa  (2) Jammu & Kashmir
 (3) Delhi  (4) Haryana
 (5) Chandigarh
Q.53. Recently who has been appointed as Inspector 

General in Central Reserve Police Force?
 (1) P S Ranipse  (2) Alok Mishra
 (3) PC Kandpal  (4) Hemang Amin
 (5) Rajkiran Rai
Q.54. India will take part in the multilateral military 

“Russian Kavkaz 2020” strategic command-post 
exercise to be held in which city?

 (1) Astrakhan, Russia (2) Moscow, Russia
 (3) New Delhi, India (4) Chennai, India
 (5) Agra, India
Q.55. The International Cricket Council has confirmed 

that the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2020 that was 
postponed due to Covid-19, it will be held in which 
country in 2022?

 (1) India  (2) England
 (3) Bangladesh  (4) South Africa
 (5) Australia
Q.56. Which is the most valuable brand in the world as 

per FutureBrand Index 2020?
 (1) Microsoft  (2) Google
 (3) Tencent  (4) Reliance Industries
 (5) Apple
Q.57. Railways of which country has launched Overhead 

Equipment (OHE) Inspection app for real-time 
monitoring recently?

 (1) China (2) India (3) Canada
 (4) Russia (5) Japan

Educationist and NCP leader Mahadev Chowghule died in Mumbai. He was 76.
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Q.58. Recently which state has become first state in India 
to partner with Google India to provide learning 
tools for schools?

 (1) Kerala (2) Tamil Nadu (3) Karnataka
 (4) Maharashtra (5) Gujarat
Q.59. 6th edition of National Handloom Day was 

observed on which date?
 (1) 1st August (2) 3rd August (3) 7th August
 (4) 5th August (5) 4th August
Q.60. Who is the author of book ‘Amazing Ayodhya’?
 (1) Nirupama Yadav (2) Vijay Kumar Yadav
 (3) Baldev Singh  (4) Neena Rai
 (5) Amish Tripathi
Q.61. Recently National Highways Authority of India 

signed MoU with which IIT to strengthen data-
driven decision making?

 (1) IIT Delhi  (2) IIT Madras
 (3) IIT Guwahati  (4) IIT Bombay
 (5) IIT Kanpur
Q.62. Recently which country has declared a “state of 

environmental emergency”?
 (1) Indonesia (2) Sri Lanka (3) Mauritius
 (4) Maldives (5) Iran
Q.63. Recently India’s homegrown e-commerce 

marketplace, Flipkart has signed an MoU with 
One District, One Product scheme with which state 
Government?

 (1) Maharashtra  (2) Madhya Pradesh
 (3) Bihar  (4) Rajasthan
 (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.64. Eight time parliamentarian from Telangana, Nandi 

Yellaiah has passed away recently, he was related 
to which political party?

 (1) Bharatiya Janata Party
 (2) Aam Aadmi Party
 (3) Mahajana Socialist Party
 (4) Indian National Congress
 (5) Telangana Rashtra Party
Q.65. Recently the RBI has decided to provide additional 

standing liquidity facility of ______ for National 
Housing Bank & National Bank for Agriculture 
and Rural Development.

 (1) 15,000 Cr (2) 10,000 Cr (3) 25,000 Cr
 (4) 20,000 Cr (5) 30,000 Cr

Q.66. Recently who has inaugurated 2300 kilometre 
submarine optical fibre cable network between 
Chennai and Andaman and Nicobar Islands?

 (1) Nitin Nadkari  (2) Narendra Modi
 (3) Piyush Goyal  (4) Prahlad Joshi
 (5) Amit Shah
Q.67. Recently James Harris has passed away, who was 

also known as “Kamala”, he was renowned ____ .
 (1) Wrestler (2) Singer (3) Cricket
 (4) Actor (5) Footballer
Q.68. Recently which airport has developed ‘Air Suvidha’ 

portal for all international arriving passengers 
across India?

 (1) Mumbai Airport (2) Lucknow Airport
 (3) Bengaluru Airport (4) Delhi Airport
 (5) Jaipur Airport
Q.69. Recently researchers of which IIT bagged Gandhian 

Young Technological Innovation Awards 2020 for 
Clean Energy Research?

 (1) IIT Kharagpur (2) IIT Dhanbad
 (3) IIT Gandhinagar (4) IIT Roorkee
 (5) IIT Mandi
Q.70. Recently the Ministry of Railways has inaugurated 

a dedicated museum for railways in which city, 
through video conferencing?

 (1) Hooghly, West Bengal
 (2) Pune, Maharashtra
 (3) Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh
 (4) Ranchi, Jharkhand
 (5) Hubballi, Karnataka
Q.71. Recently Mohamed Ould Bilal has been appointed 

as the new Prime Minister of which country?
 (1) Guyana (2) Mauritania (3) Peru
 (4) Mauritius (5) Papua New Guinea
Q.72. Sri Lanka’s former President, Mahinda Rajapaksa 

took oath as the country’s Prime Minister for the 
fourth time, he is related to which political party?

 (1) Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
 (2) Sri Lanka People's Freedom Alliance
 (3) United National Party
 (4) Sri Lanka Freedom Party
 (5) None of the above

Ashesh Dhar, the Head of Sales, Marketing & Customer Care, Electric Vehicles, Tata 
Motors, passed away.
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Q.73. President of Belarus, Alexander Lukashenko has 
won his sixth consecutive presidential election, 
where is the capital of Belarus?

 (1) Moscow (2) Vienna (3) Lima
 (4) Cairo (5) Minsk
Q.74. Recently Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched 

the Central Sector Scheme of financing facility 
under the Agriculture Infrastructure Fund worth 
_______.

 (1) 2 Lakh Crore  (2) 1 Lakh Crore
 (3) 5 Lakh Crore  (4) 6 Lakh Crore
 (5)  4Lakh Crore
Q.75. Recently how much was the amount that was 

transferred to farmers under PM-KISAN as 6th 
instalment?

 (1) 25,000 crore  (2) 21,000 crore
 (3) 17,000 crore  (4) 15,000 crore
 (5) 11,000 crore
Q.76. Recently which state government has announced 

the launch of “Indira Van Mitan Yojana” to support 
forest dwellers?

 (1) Chhattisgarh  (2) Mizoram
 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Punjab
 (5) Haryana
Q.77. Recently who inaugurated the Rashtriya Swachhata 

Kendra an interactive experience centre on the 
Swachh Bharat Mission?

 (1) Rajnath Singh (2) Piyush Goyal
 (3) Amit Shah  (4) Narendra Modi
 (5) Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank
Q.78. Recently Walter Roger Martos Ruiz has become 

the new Prime Minister of which country?
 (1) Rwanda (2) Singapore (3) Peru
 (4) Egypt (5) South Korea
Q.79. Recently the Boston Group has signed an MoU 

with the Andhra Pradesh government to set up an 
IT company in which city?

 (1) Amravati (2) Vijayawada (3) Nellore
 (4) Kurnool (5) Visakhapatnam
Q.80. Recently Manitombi Singh has passed away, he 

was renowned ____.
 (1) Footballer (2) Cricketer (3) Politician
 (4) Actor (5) Journalist

Q.81. Recently who has been appointed as executive 
chairman of the Capital India Finance Limited?

 (1) Ajay Tyagi  (2) Harsh Kumar Bhanwala
 (3) Rajeev Kumar (4) Pradeep Kumar Joshi
 (5) Sumit Deb
Q.82. Reently which city has become the first city in 

India to have women symbols on traffic signals and 
signage?

 (1) Chennai (2) Mumbai (3) Varanasi
 (4) Pune (5) Jaipur
Q.83. Recently Mukhya Mantri Kisan Sahay Yojana has 

been launched by which state government?
 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Madhya Pradesh
 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Gujarat
 (5) Assam
Q.84. Recently which state government has launched the 

“Indira Van Mitan” Yojana, which aims to make 
the forest dwellers of the state self reliant?

 (1) Chhattisgarh  (2) Uttarakhand
 (3) Haryana  (4) Himachal Pradesh
 (5) Telangana
Q.85. Recently who has unveiled an e-version of the book 

titled ‘Connecting, Communicating, Changing’?
 (1) Prakash Javadekar (2) Narendra Modi
 (3) M Venkaiah Naidu (4) Amit Shah
 (5) Rajnath Singh
Q.86. Recently Poet Rahat Indori has passed away, he 

was associated with which language?
 (1) Hindi (2) Telugu (3) Urdu
 (4) Bengali (5) Kannada
Q.87. Which Union Minister has launched the booklet 

on “Best practices of Human-Elephant Conflict 
Management in India”?

 (1) Nitin Gadkari  (2) Piyush Goyal
 (3) Amit Shah  (4) Prakash Javadekar
 (5) Nirmala Sitharaman
Q.88. Recently Paytm has launched India’s first pocket 

android POS device named ‘Paytm All-in-One 
Portable Android Smart POS’, where is the 
Headquarter of Paytm located?

 (1) Pune (2) Lucknow (3) Noida
 (4) Mumbai (5) Gurugram

Shaankar Sen, the chairman of Kolkata-based Senco Gold and Diamonds, passed away in 
Kolkata. He was 63.
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Q.89. Recently which country has decided to construct a 
monument for the Indian soldiers who were killed 
by Pakistan in 1971?

 (1) Maldives (2) Nepal (3) Myanmar
 (4) India (5) Bangladesh
Q.90. Recently which bank has obtained in-principle 

approval from the RBI to set up a wholly owned 
non- financial subsidiary?

 (1) Axis Bank  (2) Yes Bank
 (3) HDFC Bank  (4) ICICI Bank
 (5) South Indian Bank
Q.91. Recently who has been selected by the Public 

Enterprises Selection Board as the next chairman 
of Steel Authority of India Limited?

 (1) Soma Mondal  (2) Vini Mahajan
 (3) Riva Das Ganguly (4) Manoj Sinha
 (5) Pradeep Kumar Joshi
Q.92. Recently Forbes magazine has released “The 

Highest-Paid Actors Of 2020” list, who has become 
the only Indian star, to be listed among the top 10 
world’s highest-paid actors of 2020?

 (1) Ranveer Singh (2) Priyanka Chopra
 (3) Akshay Kumar (4) Anushka Sharma
 (5) Salman Khan
Q.93. Recently which company along with NITI Aayog’s 

Atal Innovation Mission released the 2nd edition of 
Student Entrepreneurship Program?

 (1) HCL Technologies
 (2) Tata Consultancy Services
 (3) Tech Mahindra
 (4) Oracle Financial Services
 (5) Dell Technologies
Q.94. What is the rank of Mukesh Ambani in world’s 

richest person list as per Bloomberg Billionaires 
Index?

 (1) 6th (2) 8th (3) 4th
 (4) 3rd (5) 10th
Q.95. Recently which state has signed MoU with National 

Skill Development Corporation for setting up a 
World-Class Skill Development Institute?

 (1) Punjab (2) Bihar (3) Assam
 (4) Kerala (5) Goa
Q.96. Recently Delhi Government with Tata Projects 

Limited and which IIT signed an MoU for Smog 
Tower?

 (1) IIT Delhi (2) IIT Kanpur (3) IIT Mandi
 (4) IIT Jodhpur (5) IIT Bombay
Q.97. Which is the 1st country in the world to officially 

register a COVID-19 vaccine named ‘Sputnik’ 
recently?

 (1) China (2) United States (3) Italy
 (4) Russia (5) India
Q.98. What is the name of Veteran sports journalist, who 

has passed away recently?
 (1) Rahat Indori  (2) Amar Singh
 (3) Rajeev Sinha  (4) GK Menon
 (5) Anil Murari
Q.99. What is the theme of International Youth day 

‘2020’, which is observed every year on 12th 
August?

 (1) Youth Civic Engagement
 (2) Youth Engagement for Global Action
 (3) Youth and their future
 (4) Transforming education
 (5) Youth Building Peace
Q.100. Who has been appointed as a new Chairman of 

Indian Council for Research on International 
Economic Relations recently?

 (1) Pramod Bhasin (2) Hardayal Prasad
 (3) Varun Sridhar  (4) Rahul Bajaj
 (5) Vinay Mishra
Q.101. Recently which state government has decided to 

launch “Orunodoi” scheme, to financially empower 
women?

 (1) Assam (2) Odisha (3) Kerala
 (4) Haryana (5) Bihar
Q.102. Recently which country has successfully tested 

its advanced missile defence system, “Arrow-2” 
ballistic missile interceptor?

 (1) Iran (2) South Korea (3) UAE
 (4) China (5) Israel
Q.103. Who has been appointed as non-executive chairman 

of Indiabulls Housing Finance recently?
 (1) Pramod Bhashin (2) S S Mundra
 (3) Manoj Sinha  (4) Harsh Kumar Bhanwala
 (5) Ajay Tyagi
Q.104. Vice Admiral ________ AVSM, NM has become 

the Director General Naval Operations.

Veteran actor, writer, director and producer Raavi Kondala Rao died in Hyderabad. Rao was 88.
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 (1) MA Hampiholi (2) Shailendra Singh
 (3) Dinesh K Tripathi (4) Devendra Khurana
 (5) Anubhav Chaudhari
Q.105. Union Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers DV 

Sadananda Gowda has announced the establishment 
of a Price Monitoring and Resource Unit in which 
state recently?

 (1) Andhra Pradesh (2) Maharashtra
 (3) Tamil Nadu  (4) Odisha
 (5) Karnataka
Q.106. Recently how much was the amount that was 

committed by Abu Dhabi’s crown prince to 
empower intellectually disabled children?

 (1) USD 35 million (2) USD 10 million
 (3) USD 15 million (4) USD 25 million
 (5) USD 50 million
Q.107. Recently who has launched portal for 'opportunities 

for Make in India in Defence'?
 (1) Narendra Modi (2) Nirmala Sitharaman
 (3) Rajnath Singh (4) Amit Shah
 (5) S Jayashankar
Q.108. Recently which state government has launched 

‘Karma SathiPrakalpa’ scheme to provide soft 
loans and subsidies to youth?

 (1) Tamil Nadu (2) Karnataka (3) Kerala
 (4) West Bengal (5) Madhya Pradesh
Q.109. Recently the Moira bananas, Harmal Chillies & 

Khaje of which state has got GI tag?
 (1) Telangana (2) Jharkhand (3) Kerala
 (4) Goa (5) Himachal Pradesh
Q.110. Recently poet-lyricist, Chunakkara Ramankutty 

has passed away, he was associated with language?
 (1) Malayalam (2) Kannada (3) Bengali
 (4) Urdu (5) Telugu
Q.111. Recently which bank has launched a campaign 

named ‘DIGITAL APNAYEN’ to encourage 
customers to use digital banking channels?

 (1) Punjab National Bank
 (2) State Bank of India
 (3) ICICI Bank
 (4) Indian Overseas Bank
 (5) Yes Bank
Q.112. Kaushik Khona has been appointed as the Chief 

Executive Officer of which Airline recently?

 (1) GoAir (2) Air India (3) IndiGo
 (4) Spice Jet (5) Air Asia
Q.113. Recently HDFC Bank has launched “Shaurya KGC 

Card” for Indian armed forces personnel, where is 
the headquarter of HDFC Bank?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Mumbai (3) Vadodara
 (4) Chennai (5) Lucknow
Q.114. Which country chaired the 4th Meeting of the 

BRICS Anti-Drug Working Group recently?
 (1) South Africa (2) Russia (3) India
 (4) China (5) Brazil
Q.115. Who has announced the “One Sun, One World, 

One Grid” plan, under this scheme, there will be 
a trans-national electricity grid, for supplying solar 
power across the globe?

 (1) RK Singh  (2) Piyush Goyal
 (3) Amit Shah  (4) Narendra Modi
 (5) Dharmendra Pradhan
Q.116. Recently has won the Formula One Spanish Grand 

Prix 2020 held at Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya, 
Spain?

 (1) Max Verstappen (2) Valtteri Bottas
 (3) Lewis Hamilton (4) Sergio Pérez
 (5) Lance Stroll
Q.117. Who has been appointed as the brand ambassador 

of eBikeGO recently?
 (1) Virat Kohli  (2) Yuvraj Singh
 (3) Rohit Sharma  (4) Harbhajan Singh
 (5) Suresh Raina
Q.118. Which state ranked top in the implementation 

of Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation scheme as per ranking released by 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs?

 (1) Maharashtra (2) Kerala (3) Odisha
 (4) Haryana (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.119. Recently which State Government launched 

“YellowChain” centralized e-commerce platform?
 (1) Assam (2) Odisha (3) Kerala
 (4) Sikkim (5) Nagaland
Q.120. Recently Chetan Chauhan has passed away, he was 

renowned minister and former ___.
 (1) Singer (2) Actor (3) Writer
 (4) Footballer (5) Cricketer

Noted freedom fighter, Gandhian and theatre personality of Odisha, Kashinath Sahoo, died 
in Pipili. He was 108.
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Q.121. Recently which state government has announced to 
launch a student centric scheme named as “Padhai 
Tuhar Para”?

 (1) Bihar  (2) Jharkhand
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Madhya Pradesh
 (5) Chhattisgarh
Q.122. Recently GP Garg has been appointed as the 

executive director of which organization?
 (1) NABARD (2) RBI (3) SIDBI
 (4) SAIL (5) SEBI
Q.123. Recently Nishikant Kamat has passed away, he 

was a renowned___ .
 (1) Filmmaker (2) Cricketer (3) Politician
 (4) Singer (5) Poet
Q.124. Quality Control Lab has been set up by the Marine 

Products Export Development Authority in which 
city recently?

 (1) Varanasi (2) Ahmedabad (3) Porbandar
 (4) Chennai (5) Vishakhapatnam
Q.125. Recently who has been appointed by Government 

of India as the new director-general of the Border 
Security Force?

 (1) Rakesh Asthana (2) Kaushik Khona
 (3) Dinesh K Tripathi (4) Manoj Sinha
 (5) SS Mundra
Q.126. Indian classical vocalist, Pandit Jasraj passed away, 

he was awarded which award?
 (1) Padma Shri
 (2) Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
 (3) Padma Bhushan
 (4) Padma Vibhushan
 (5) All of the above
Q.127. Which Union Territory has celebrated its 59th 

anniversary of the “De-Jure” day on 16th August?
 (1) Delhi  (2) Andaman & Nicobar
 (3) Lakshadweep  (4) Puducherry
 (5) Daman & Diu
Q.128. Recently All India Football Federation has launched 

the web platform “E-Pathshala” in partnership with 
the Sports Authority of India, who is the chairman 
of All India Football Federation?

 (1) Shashank Manohar (2) Vinod Kumar Yadav

 (3) Varun Shridhar (4) Praful Patel
 (5) Prasoon Joshi
Q.129. Name the former Indian Captain and the World 

Cup winner, who has announced his retirement 
from the International Cricket.

 (1) Suresh Raina  
 (2) Harbhajan Singh
 (3) Mahendra Singh Dhoni
 (4) Yuvraj Singh
 (5) Gautam Gambhir
Q.130. Recently how much pound worth “Innovation 

Challenge Fund 2020” was launched by United 
Kingdom government for India to tackle COVID-19 
challenges and climate change?

 (1) £2 million (2) £3 million (3) £5 million
 (4) £4 million (5) £1 million
Q.131. Recently who has been appointed as the brand 

ambassador of Sports eyewear brand “Oakley”?
 (1) Virat Kohli  (2) Varun Dhawan
 (3) Rohit Sharma  (4) Suresh Raina
 (5) Ranbir Kapoor
Q.132. Recently which Payments Bank has launched Jan 

BachatKhata,which is an Aadhaar Authentication 
based digital savings account?

 (1) Airtel Payments Bank
 (2) Jio Payments Bank
 (3) Aditya Birla Payments Bank
 (4) Fino Payments Bank
 (5) Paytm Payments Bank
Q.133. A Memorandum of understanding has been 

signed by India’s homegrown ecommerce player 
“Flipkart” with which IIT recently?

 (1) IIT Delhi (2) IIT Dhanbad (3) IIT Kanpur
 (4) IIT Mandi (5) IIT Patna
Q.134. President of India, Ram Nath Kovind has appointed 

Satya Pal Malik as the Governor of which state 
recently?

 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Meghalaya
 (3) Maharashtra  (4) Tripura
 (5) Mizoram
Q.135. World Cup winner all-rounder, Laura Marsh has 

announced her retirement from all forms of cricket, 
she is related to which country?

Renowned musician, lyricist and composer from Sikkim, Sonam Tshering Lepcha passed 
away.
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 (1) England  (2) Australia
 (3) South Africa  (4) New Zealand
 (5) Bangladesh
Q.136. Recently which institution has topped in the 

‘Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation 
Achievements, 2020 for being the best centrally 
funded institution in India?

 (1) Indian Institute of Technology, Madras
 (2) University of Delhi
 (3) Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi
 (4) Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore
 (5) Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay
Q.137. Recently how much amount was approved by 

Asian Development Bank to provide assistance 
for the construction of modern, high-speed Delhi-
Meerut Regional Rapid Transit System?

 (1) 10 billion USD (2) 4 billion USD
 (3) 8 billion USD  (4) 3 billion USD
 (5) 1 billion USD
Q.138. Recently who was appointed as the Director 

General of the Border Security Force?
 (1) Samant Goyal (2) Alok Mishra
 (3) Rakesh Asthana (4) Vinod Kumar Yadav
 (5) GP Garg
Q.139. Recently Ibrahim Boubacar Keita has announced 

resignation from his post, he was the President of 
which country?

 (1) Peru (2) Cuba (3) Malaysia
 (4) Singapore (5) Mali
Q.140. Which Indian Cricketer was recommended for 

India's highest sporting honour, the Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Ratna Award?

 (1) Sikhar Dhawan (2) Rohit Sharma
 (3) Rishabh Pant  (4) Ravindra Jadeja
 (5) Mohhamed Shami
Q.141. Who was given the additional charge as Governor 

of Goa recently?
 (1) Bhagat Singh Koshyari
 (2) Jagdish Mukhi
 (3) Kalraj Mishra
 (4) Ganeshi Lal
 (5) Satya Dev Narayan Arya
Q.142. Who has been appointed as the MD and head of 

national distribution of DBS Bank India Ltd?

 (1) Vini Mahajan  (2) Vikram Mehra
 (3) Rajesh Prabhu (4) Prashant Joshi
 (5) Alok Mishra
Q.143. Who has been honored with Tamil Nadu chief 

minister’s special award on the 74th Independence 
Day celebration?

 (1) Anshula Kant  (2) Gita Gopinath
 (3) Sundar Pichai  (4) Soumya Swaminathan
 (5) Nirmala Sitharaman
Q.144. Recently Russell Kirsch who passed away in 2020 

is the inventor of which among the following?
 (1) Camera (2) Lens (3) Pixel
 (4) Scanner (5) Graphics
Q.145. Recently which bank has launched LVB DigiGo, 

a digital initiative to enable the opening of savings 
account instantly?

 (1) Lakshmi Vilas Bank
 (2) Dhan Laxmi Bank
 (3) Yes Bank
 (4) ICICI Bank
 (5) Axis Bank
Q.146. Which state government has tied up with NPCI and 

Canara bank to launch digital payment services 
through UPI in villages and gram panchayats 
recently?

 (1) Bihar  (2) Maharashtra
 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Karnataka
 (5) Gujarat
Q.147. Luis Rodolfo Abinader Corona has been sworn as 

the President of which country?
 (1) Czech Republic (2) Dominican Republic
 (3) Mali  (4) Guyana
 (5) Malaysia
Q.148. Which insurance company has entered into 

Bancassurance agreement with SBM Bank India 
recently?

 (1) Future Generali India Life Insurance
 (2) Reliance Nippon Life Insurance
 (3) Bharti AXA Life Insurance
 (4) HDFC Standard Life Insurance
 (5) PNB MetLife India Insurance
Q.149. Which state/UT’s police has signed MoU with All 

India Institute of Ayurveda for ‘Dhanwantari Rath’ 
recently?
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 (1) Tamil Nadu Police (2) Jammu & Police
 (3) Gujarat Police (4) Maharashtra Police
 (5) Delhi Police
Q.150. Which ministry has signed MoU with Rural 

development ministry to support the rural poor 
people recently?

 (1) Ministry of Home Affairs
 (2) Ministry of Human Resource Development
 (3) Ministry of Commerce and Industry
 (4) Ministry of Coal
 (5) Ministry of Tribal Affairs
Q.151. Francisco Pascual Eyegue Obama Asue was 

reappointed as the Prime Minister of which country 
for 3rd consecutive term?

 (1) Czech Republic
 (2) Dominican Republic
 (3) Republic of Equatorial Guinea
 (4) Guyana
 (5) Malaysia
Q.152. Who has been sworn in as Prime Minister of 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago recently?
 (1) Keith Rowley  
 (2) Luis Abinaders
 (3) Mohamed Ould Bilal
 (4) Alexander Lukashenko
 (5) Hamed Bakayoko
Q.153. Recently who has launched a game on COVID-19 

titled as “The Corona Fighters”?
 (1) Kiren Rijiju  (2) Narendra Modi
 (3) Dr Harsh Vardhan (4) Amit Shah
 (5) Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank
Q.154. Recently Swachh Survekshan 2020 awards have 

been announced, which city became India’s 
cleanest city?

 (1) Varanasi (2) Bhopal (3) Jaipur
 (4) Indore (5) Jodhpur
Q.155. Recently which bank has launched Loan against 

Securities is an unique digital solution?
 (1) Dhan Lakshmi Bank
 (2) YES Bank
 (3) ICICI Bank
 (4) IndusInd Bank
 (5) HDFC Bank

Q.156. Recently Gopalaswamy Iyenger Kasturirangan has 
passed away, he was renowned ______ .

 (1) Cricketer (2) Actor (3) Singer
 (4) Writer (5) Politician
Q.157. India and which country have signed cultural 

agreement to strengthen bilateral relations through 
people to people exchange?

 (1) Maldives (2) Bangladesh (3) Indonesia
 (4) Iraq (5) Israel
Q.158. Which state government has launched Indira Rasoi 

scheme to provide meals to the needy on the birth 
anniversary of former Prime Minister of India, 
Rajiv Gandhi?

 (1) Andhra Pradesh (2) Kerala
 (3) Punjab  (4) Chhattisgarh
 (5) Rajasthan
Q.159. Recently Angela Buxton has passed away, she was 

related to which sport?
 (1) Hockey (2) Chess (3) Cricket
 (4) Tennis (5) Badminton
Q.160. Every year World Senior Citizen Day is observed 

by United Nations on ______ .
 (1) 20th August  (2) 19th August
 (3) 21st August  (4) 23rd August
 (5) 16th August
Q.161. Recently who has been appointed as the new 

Election Commissioner of India by Government of 
India?

 (1) GP Garg  (2) Rajiv Kumar
 (3) Rakesh Asthana (4) Pramod Bhasin
 (5) Soma Mondal
Q.162. Recently which state government has launched a 

campaign “Ek Sankalp-Bujurgo ke naam” ?
 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Chhattisgarh
 (3) Rajasthan  (4) Madhya Pradesh
 (5) Uttarakhand
Q.163. Recently who has won the World Snooker 

Championship 2020?
 (1) Ronnie O’Sullivan (2) Kyren Wilson
 (3) Pankaj Advani (4) Aditya Mehta
 (5) Humpy Koneru
Q.164. Which Indian Institute of Management has 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Switzerland based HELP Logistics recently?

Rajya Sabha member and former Samajwadi Party leader Amar Singh passed away in 
Singapore. He was 64.



82

QUIZ TIME CURRENt AFFAIRS

MICA  OCTOBER 2020

 (1) Indian Institute of Management Indore
 (2) Indian Institute of Management Visakhapatnam
 (3) Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode
 (4) Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad
 (5) Indian Institute of Management Rohtak
Q.165. Which is the first foreign bank to launch a ‘Green 

Deposit Programme’ in India recently?
 (1) Deutsche Bank
 (2) Standard Chartered Bank
 (3) DBS Bank
 (4) HSBC India
 (5) Bank of China
Q.166. Recently Uttar Pradesh government has signed 

MoU with which country for water resource 
management in Bundelkhand?

 (1) Israel (2) Bangladesh (3) Indonesia
 (4) Sri Lanka (5) Maldives
Q.167. Recently which organization has signed agreement 

with Business Swedento boost start-up ecosystem?
 (1) Finance Commission
 (2) Reserve Bank of India
 (3) National Development Council
 (4) NITI Aayog
 (5) Atal Innovation Mission
Q.168. Recently which company has launched ‘Kormo 

Jobs’ app in India?
 (1) Microsoft (2) Amazon (3) IBM
 (4) Google (5) Apple
Q.169. Recently Defence ministry has approved the 

proposed to expand NCC to how many border and 
coastal districts?

 (1) 173 (2) 160 (3) 240
 (4) 157 (5) 200
Q.170. Recently which state government has signed MoU 

with Reliance Retail, Reliance JioInfocomm and 
Allana Group to empower women and help women 
SHGs in the state?

 (1) Assam  (2) Gujarat
 (3) Telangana  (4) Andhra Pradesh
 (5) Maharashtra
Q.171. Recently India’s longest river ropeway was 

inaugurated in Assam, which connects Guwahati 
and North Guwahati, it is built over which river?

 (1) Lohit (2) Dhansiri (3) Dihing
 (4) Brahmaputra (5) Subansiri
Q.172. Who is the author of the book ‘One Arranged 

Murder’ which will be released globally on 
September 28, 2020?

 (1) Amish Tripathi
 (2) Hussain Zaidi
 (3) Vijay Kumar Chaudhari
 (4) Chetan Bhagat
 (5) Nityanand Rai
Q.173. Recently “Tribes India Showroom” has been 

e-inaugurated by the Union Minister for Tribal 
Affairs, Arjun Munda in which city?

 (1) Ranchi (2) Mumbai (3) Bhopal
 (4) Raipur (5) Patna
Q.174. Recently who has been appointed as the managing 

director of the State Bank of India?
 (1) GP Garg  (2) Pramod Basin
 (3) Hardayal Prasad (4) Shashidhar Jagdishan
 (5) Ashwani Bhatia
Q.175. Recently which Bank has launched a new initiative 

named Gig-a-Opportunities which aims to attract 
skilled talent that can work with the bank remotely, 
from anywhere in the country?

 (1) Axis Bank  
 (2) HDFC Bank
 (3) Punjab National Bank
 (4) ICICI Bank
 (5) Yes Bank
Q.176. Recently which Insurance company has signed 

agreement with Bharati AXA insurance company 
to merge insurance businesses?

 (1) Reliance General Insurance Company
 (2) TATA AIG General Insurance Company
 (3) Bajaj Allianz General Insurance Company
 (4) Oriental Insurance Company Limited
 (5) ICICI Lombard General Insurance Company
Q.177. Recently Union Minister, Jitendra Singh has 

released a book on cancer named “Gastric Cancer”, 
who is the author of this book?

 (1) Baldev Singh  (2) Dr Ashok K. Vaid
 (3) Neena Rai  (4) Nirupama Yadav
 (5) Ruskin Bond

UP Minister of Technical Education Kamal Rani Varun died of the coronavirus in 
Lucknow. She was 62.
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Q.178. Recently Satpal Singh Satti was appointed as the 
Chairman of the 6th Finance Commission of which 
state?

 (1) Himachal Pradesh (2) Punjab
 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Kerala
 (5) Odisha
Q.179. Recently which country has discovered the large 

natural gas reserve off Black Sea?
 (1) UAE (2) Saudi Arabia (3) Turkey
 (4) Georgia (5) Belarus
Q.180. Recently which ministry has signed MoU with 

Travel Agents Association of India and FICCI 
Ladies Organisation for women empowerment?

 (1) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
 (2) Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship
 (3) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
 (4) Ministry of Tourism
 (5) Ministry of Women and Child Development
Q.181. Recently which company has launched ‘The 

Anywhere School’ initiative to boost online 
education?

 (1) Facebook (2) Microsoft (3) Google
 (4) Wipro (5) TCS
Q.182. Recently the India Pavilion at the Army-2020 

International Military and Technical Forum was 
inaugurated by Secretary Raj Kumar and Indian 
Ambassador DB Venkatesh Verma in which city?

 (1) New Delhi, India (2) Agra, India
 (3) Moscow, Russia (4) Dhaka, Bangladesh
 (5) Tokyo, Japan
Q.183. Recently which country has successfully launched 

5th Earth observation satellite Gaofen-9?
 (1) China (2) US (3) Russia
 (4) Iran (5) Japan
Q.184. Who was appointed as the Chairperson of the Delhi 

Minorities Commission?
 (1) Kawaljit Singh (2) Zakir Khan
 (3) Nancy Barlow (4) Gajanand Yadav
 (5) Shantanu Narayen
Q.185. Recently all-rounder Cameron White has 

announced his retirement from all forms of 
professional cricket, he is related to which country?

 (1) New Zealand (2) South Africa (3) England
 (4) Australia (5) Bangladesh
Q.186. Which State Government has launched Namath 

Basai Program to teach tribal children in their 
mother tongue recently?

 (1) Kerala  (2) Assam
 (3) Uttarakhand  (4) Uttar Pradesh
 (5) Rajasthan
Q.187. Recently the Indian coast guard ship C-449 built 

and designed by M/s Larsen and Toubro Ltd was 
commissioned in which city?

 (1) Surat  (2) Kochi
 (3) Vishakhapatnam (4) Chennai
 (5) Mumbai
Q.188. Recently which Union territory has launched 

Niraman Mazdoor Registration Abhiyan for 
construction workers?

 (1) Jammu & Kashmir (2) Ladakh
 (3) Puducherry  (4) Chandigarh
 (5) Delhi
Q.189. The central government has formulated the 

National Council for Transgender Persons recently. 
Who is the present chairperson of the council?

 (1) Smriti Irani
 (2) Thaawar Chand Gehlot
 (3) Harshimarat Kaur Badal
 (4) D.V. Sadananda Gowda
 (5) Ravi Shankar Prasad
Q.190. Saudi Arabian state oil company Saudi Aramco has 

decided to end an agreement with which country 
about 75 thousand crores?

 (1) Pakistan (2) China (3) Iran
 (4) Iraq (5) US
Q.191. Recently World Health Organization has declared 

Africa free of polio, who is the Director General of 
World Health Organization?

 (1) Tedros Adhanom (2) Antonin gutres
 (3) Christine Lagarde (4) Geeta Gopinath
 (5) Anshula Kant
Q.192. According to the data provided by Ministry of 

Finance to Rajya Sabha, which state has topped the 
list of Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana in availing 
loans to women?
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 (1) West Bengal (2) Odisha (3) Assam
 (4) Rajasthan (5) Tamil Nadu
Q.193. Recently Poulomi Ghatak has announced 

retirement, she is related to which sport?
 (1) Tennis (2) Badminton (3) Hockey
 (4) Cricket (5) Table Tennis
Q.194. Recently Pascal Lissouba has passed away, he was 

the former President of which country?
 (1) Republic of Congo (2) Guyana
 (3) Ukraine  (4) Peru
 (5) Egypt
Q.195. SBI General Insurance has launched a first-of-

its-kind insurance product called ‘Shagun – Gift 
an Insurance”, which is a unique gift of Personal 
Accident policy, who is the MD and CEO of SBI 
General Insurance?

 (1) Sandeep Bakshi
 (2) Amitabh Chaudhary
 (3) Prakash Chandra Kandpal
 (4) Rajneesh Kumar
 (5) SS Mallikarjun Rao
Q.196. Recently first-ever state “Dragonfly Festival” was 

celebrated in which state?
 (1) Assam (2) Sikkim (3) Tripura
 (4) Kerala (5) Uttarakhand
Q.197. Name the Defence Research and Development 

Organisation chairman whose tenure was extended 
for a two-years?

 (1) Ajay Tyagi  (2) Vinod Kumar Yadav
 (3) K Sivan  (4) G Satheesh Reddy
 (5) Harsh Kumar Bhanwala
Q.198. Who is the author of the book “Who painted my 

lust red?”?
 (1) Chetan Bhagat (2) Sree Iyer
 (3) Hussain Zaidi  (4) Neena Rai
 (5) Amish Tripathi
Q.199. Baggage Sanitization & Wrapping machine has 

been launched by which railway station recently?
 (1) Nasik, Maharashtra (2) Ahmedabad, Gujarat
 (3) Jaipur, Rajasthan (4) Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
 (5) Surat, Uttar Pradesh
Q.200. Recently Managing Director and Chief Executive 

Officer of Indian Energy Exchange Rajiv Srivastava 

has resigned from the post, where is headquarter of 
Indian Energy Exchange?

 (1) Mumbai (2) Noida (3) New Delhi
 (4) Chennai (5) Lucknow
Q.201. Recently Union minister for Road Transport and 

Highways, Nitin Gadkari has inaugurated 45 new 
highway projects in which state?

 (1) Maharashtra  (2) Madhya Pradesh
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Odisha
 (5) West Bengal
Q.202. Recently who has resigned from the post as MD & 

CEO of Indian Energy Exchange?
 (1) Ajay Tyagi  
 (2) Rajiv Srivastava
 (3) Girish Chandra Chaturvedi
 (4) Manoj Sinha
 (5) Samant Goel
Q.203. Axis bank has decided to acquire _____ equity 

share capital in Max Life Insurance.
 (1) 12% (2) 10% (3) 17%
 (4) 18% (5) 20%
Q.204. Recently which private bank has introduced 

‘Liberty Savings Account’ for the Indian Youth, to 
address the ever-changing lifestyle needs of young 
and digitally interested Indians?

 (1) Axis Bank  (2) Yes Bank
 (3) IndusInd Bank (4) ICICI Bank
 (5) HDFC Bank
Q.205. Recently who has been appointed as the Managing 

Director and Chief Executive Officer of SBI 
Mutual Fund?

 (1) Vinay Tonse  (2) Ashwani Bhatia
 (3) GP Garg  (4) Sumit Deb
 (5) Rajiv Kumar
Q.206. Name the Cricketer who became the first-ever fast 

bowler to take 600 wickets in a Test Match Cricket 
recently.

 (1) Ross Taylor  (2) Virat Kohli
 (3) Babar Azam  (4) Rohit Sharma
 (5) James Anderson
Q.207. Recently who has bagged the first-ever gold for 

India in Mental Calculation World Championship?
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 (1) Neelakantha Bhanu Prakash
 (2) Granth Thakkar
 (3) Ved Prakash
 (4) Priyanshi Somani
 (5) Arnab Chaudhary
Q.208. Recently Indian government has signed $500 

million loan agreement with which bank to 
improve quality & safety of Mumbai’s suburban 
railway system?

 (1) International Monetary Fund
 (2) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
 (3) New Development Bank
 (4) Asian Development Bank
 (5) World Bank
Q.209. Recently which state government has signed 

MoU with Micro Tek new technologies to set up 
electronics manufacturing unit in the state?

 (1) Arunachal Pradesh (2) Assam
 (3) Gujarat  (4) Himachal Pradesh
 (5) Chhattisgarh
Q.210. Recently who headed the NITI Aayog task force 

which recommended linking of Sugarcane prices 
to sugar rate?

 (1) Amitabh Kant  (2) Anurag Srivastava
 (3) V.K. Saraswat  (4) Ramesh Chand
 (5) Rajiv Kumar
Q.211. Recently which company has partnered with 

UNICEF to map internet connectivity landscape 
for schools in 35 countries by the end of 2023?

 (1) Ericsson (2) Vodafone (3) BSNL
 (4) Reliance Jio (5) Bharti Airtel
Q.212. Recently which private sector bank has announced 

a strategic partnership with Adobe to enhance the 
Digital Experiences of its Customers?

 (1) Axis Bank  (2) Yes Bank
 (3) IndusInd Bank (4) ICICI Bank
 (5) HDFC Bank
Q.213. In which city “World Urdu Conference” was 

organised by the National Council for Promotion 
of Urdu Language recently?

 (1) Hyderabad (2) New Delhi (3) Lucknow
 (4) Kolkata (5) Chennai

Q.214. Recently which State/UT has launched the Fitness 
Campaign “Healthy Body, Healthy Mind” fitness 
campaign?

 (1) Chandigarh (2) Goa (3) Delhi
 (4) Assam (5) Uttarakhand
Q.215. Recently which Union Minister has virtually 

launched the “National GIS-enabled Land Bank 
system“?

 (1) Piyush Goyal  (2) Nirmala Sitharaman
 (3) Amit Shah  (4) Ravi Shankar Prasad
 (5) Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank
Q.216. Recently who has been selected for National Award 

to Teachers 2020?
 (1) Anita Sharma  (2) Bhanu Prakash
 (3) Arnab Chaudhary (4) Sudha Painuli
 (5) Meera Prakash
Q.217. Recently Indian Institute of Technology’s Alumni 

Council has signed an agreement with which 
country to build the world’s largest and fastest 
hybrid quantum computer in India?

 (1) US (2) Japan (3) Germany
 (4) UK (5) Russia
Q.218. What is the name of the CEO of TikTok, who has 

resigned from the post?
 (1) Kevin Mayer (2) Tim Cook (3) Pete Lau
 (4) Tony Chen (5) Madhav Seth
Q.219. The Bureau of Police Research and Development 

celebrated its Golden Jubilee Anniversary on 
______,2020.

 (1) 21st August  (2) 26th August
 (3) 24th August  (4) 28th August
 (5) 20th August
Q.220. Recently which state government has launched the 

NRI unified portal?
 (1) Gujarat  (2) Andhra Pradesh
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Bihar
 (5) Jharkhand
Q.221. What is the name of the Prime Minister of Japan, 

who has resigned from the post on 28 August 2020, 
because of the poor health conditions?

 (1) Scott Morison (2) Shinzo Abe
 (3) Boris Johnson (4) Xi Jinping
 (5) Yasuo Fukuda



86

QUIZ TIME CURRENt AFFAIRS

MICA  OCTOBER 2020

Q.222. Recently Chadwick Boseman has passed away, he 
was renowned ______.

 (1) Actor (2) Cricketer (3) Writer
 (4) Footballer (5) Politician
Q.223. “Chunauti”, a Next Generation Startup Challenge 

Contest has been launched by which Union 
Minister recently?

 (1) Piyush Goyal 
 (2) Ravi Shankar Prasad
 (3) Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank
 (4) Amit Shah
 (5) Dr. Harsh Wardhan
Q.224. Recently the Reserve Bank of India has announced 

the simultaneous purchase and sale of government 
securities under open market operations worth 
_________ .

 (1) Rs. 15,000 crore (2) Rs. 10,000 crore
 (3) Rs. 20,000 crore (4) Rs. 25,000 crore
 (5) Rs. 30,000 crore
Q.225. Nishad Tharanga Paranavitana has announced 

retirement from all forms of International Cricket, 
he is related to which country?

 (1) Sri Lanka  (2) Australia
 (3) Bangladesh  (4) Pakistan
 (5) South Africa
Q.226. Congress leader H. Vasantha Kumar has passed 

away recently, he was related to which state?
 (1) Goa  (2) Rajasthan
 (3) Chhattisgarh  (4) Tamil Nadu
 (5) Karnataka
Q.227. Recently which state government has 

commissioned the first-ever marine ambulance 
named ‘PRATHEEKSHA’?

 (1) Tamil Nadu  (2) Andhra Pradesh
 (3) Odisha  (4) West Bengal
 (5) Kerala
Q.228. Every year National Sports Day is celebrated in 

India on 29th August on the birth anniversary of 
_________ .

 (1) Jawahar Lal Neharu
 (2) Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
 (3) Swami Viveka Nand
 (4) Dr Bidhan Chandra Roy
 (5) Major Dhyan Chand

Q.229. Recently which organization has released the report 
titled, “COVID-19: Are Children Able to Continue 
Learning During School Closures?”

 (1) World Health Organisation
 (2) United Nations Industrial Development 

Organization
 (3) United Nations Children’s Fund
 (4) Food and Agriculture Organization
 (5) United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization
Q.230. Name the West Indies All-Rounder cricketer who 

became the first bowler in cricket to scalp 500 
wickets in Twenty20 matches?

 (1) Ross Taylor  (2) Dwayne John Bravo
 (3) Babar Azam  (4) Darren Sammy
 (5) James Anderson
Q.231. India’s first International Women’s Trade Centre to 

be set up in which state?
 (1) Assam  (2) Kerala
 (3) Tamil Nadu  (4) Odisha
 (5) Maharashtra
Q.232. Para-swimmer ________ is the first Divyanga 

Indian sportsperson of the country, who has been 
awarded with the Tenzing Norgay Adventure 
Award.

 (1) Satyendra Singh Lohia
 (2) Madhavi Latha
 (3) Suyash Jadhav
 (4) Murlikant Petkar
 (5) Sharath Gayakwad
Q.233. Recently Union Minister for Road Transport, 

Highways and MSMEs Nitin Gadkari laid the 
foundation stone and inaugurated National 
highway projects worth of Rs. ________.

 (1) 777 Cr. (2) 500 Cr. (3) 700 Cr.
 (4) 555 Cr. (5) 800 Cr.
Q.234. By which year the Indian Railways set to meet its 

energy consumption of over 33 billion units?
 (1) 2035 (2) 2025 (3) 2030
 (4) 2023 (5) 2027
Q.235. Mike Bryan and Bob Bryan have announced 

retirement, they are related to which sport?
 (1) Football (2) Table Tennis (3) Hockey
 (4) Wrestling (5) Tennis

Delhi-based writer and activist Sadia Dehlvi has passed away. She was 63.
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Q.236. Recently the Ministry of Culture has announced 
how many new circles of Archaeological Survey of 
India?

 (1) 10 (2) 8  (3) 12
 (4) 5 (5) 7
Q.237. Recently India and which country have signed 

Implementing Arrangement on Humanitarian 
Assistance & Disaster Relief?

 (1) Maldives (2) Myanmar (3) Japan
 (4) Singapore (5) Bangladesh
Q.238. Recently Government of Assam approved the 

‘Assam Skill Development University Bill’ to set 
up World Class Skill University at Mangaldoi, 
Darrang District. The University will be financed 
by which bank?

 (1) Asian Development Bank

 (2) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
 (3) New Development Bank
 (4) World Bank
 (5) International Monetary Fund
Q.239. Recently which State/UT has launched ‘Iraada’ 

campaign to include eligible left-out beneficiaries 
under social welfare schemes?

 (1) Assam  (2) Delhi
 (3) Puducherry  (4) Jammu & Kashmir
 (5) Odisha
Q.240. Recently “Major Dhyan Chand Vijaypath Yojana” 

has been launched by which state government?
 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Haryana
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Chhattisgarh
 (5) Uttarakhand

Q.1.(2) Q.2.(1) Q.3.(3) Q.4.(5) Q.5.(4) Q.6.(1) Q.7.(5) Q.8.(3) Q.9.(3) Q.10.(2)
Q.11.(1) Q.12.(5) Q.13.(2) Q.14.(1) Q.15.(4) Q.16.(2) Q.17.(3) Q.18.(3) Q.19.(1) Q.20.(4)
Q.21.(4) Q.22.(1) Q.23.(2) Q.24.(5) Q.25.(3) Q.26.(5) Q.27.(2) Q.28.(1) Q.29.(4) Q.30.(3)
Q.31.(3) Q.32.(1) Q.33.(3) Q.34.(2) Q.35.(4) Q.36.(1) Q.37.(5) Q.38.(4) Q.39.(5) Q.40.(1)
Q.41.(1) Q.42.(5) Q.43.(4) Q.44.(4) Q.45.(2) Q.46.(4) Q.47.(5) Q.48.(2) Q.49.(1) Q.50.(1)
Q.51.(3) Q.52.(3) Q.53.(1) Q.54.(1) Q.55.(5) Q.56.(5) Q.57.(2) Q.58.(4) Q.59.(3) Q.60.(4)
Q.61.(1) Q.62.(3) Q.63.(5) Q.64.(4) Q.65.(2) Q.66.(2) Q.67.(1) Q.68.(4) Q.69.(1) Q.70.(5)
Q.71.(2) Q.72.(1) Q.73.(5) Q.74.(2) Q.75.(3) Q.76.(1) Q.77.(4) Q.78.(3) Q.79.(5) Q.80.(1)
Q.81.(2) Q.82.(2) Q.83.(4) Q.84.(1) Q.85.(1) Q.86.(3) Q.87.(4) Q.88.(3) Q.89.(5) Q.90.(5)
Q.91.(1) Q.92.(3) Q.93.(5) Q.94.(3) Q.95.(5) Q.96.(5) Q.97.(4) Q.98.(4) Q.99.(2) Q.100.(1)
Q.101.(1) Q.102.(5) Q.103.(2) Q.104.(3) Q.105.(5) Q.106.(4) Q.107.(3) Q.108.(4) Q.109.(4) Q.110.(1)
Q.111.(1) Q.112.(1) Q.113.(2) Q.114.(2) Q.115.(4) Q.116.(3) Q.117.(4) Q.118.(3) Q.119.(5) Q.120.(5)
Q.121.(5) Q.122.(5) Q.123.(1) Q.124.(3) Q.125.(1) Q.126.(5) Q.127.(4) Q.128.(4) Q.129.(3) Q.130.(2)
Q.131.(3) Q.132.(4) Q.133.(5) Q.134.(2) Q.135.(1) Q.136.(1) Q.137.(5) Q.138.(3) Q.139.(5) Q.140.(2)
Q.141.(1) Q.142.(2) Q.143.(4) Q.144.(3) Q.145.(1) Q.146.(3) Q.147.(2) Q.148.(3) Q.149.(5) Q.150.(5)
Q.151.(3) Q.152.(1) Q.153.(3) Q.154.(4) Q.155.(2) Q.156.(1) Q.157.(5) Q.158.(5) Q.159.(4) Q.160.(3)
Q.161.(2) Q.162.(4) Q.163.(1) Q.164.(3) Q.165.(4) Q.166.(1) Q.167.(5) Q.168.(4) Q.169.(1) Q.170.(4)
Q.171.(4) Q.172.(4) Q.173.(2) Q.174.(5) Q.175.(1) Q.176.(5) Q.177.(2) Q.178.(1) Q.179.(3) Q.180.(4)
Q.181.(3) Q.182.(3) Q.183.(1) Q.184.(2) Q.185.(4) Q.186.(1) Q.187.(4) Q.188.(5) Q.189.(2) Q.190.(2)
Q.191.(1) Q.192.(5) Q.193.(5) Q.194.(1) Q.195.(3) Q.196.(4) Q.197.(4) Q.198.(2) Q.199.(2) Q.200.(3)
Q.201.(2) Q.202.(2) Q.203.(3) Q.204.(1) Q.205.(1) Q.206.(5) Q.207.(1) Q.208.(2) Q.209.(4) Q.210.(4)
Q.211.(1) Q.212.(5) Q.213.(2) Q.214.(3) Q.215.(1) Q.216.(4) Q.217.(5) Q.218.(1) Q.219.(4) Q.220.(3)
Q.221.(2) Q.222.(1) Q.223.(2) Q.224.(3) Q.225.(1) Q.226.(4) Q.227.(5) Q.228.(5) Q.229.(3) Q.230.(2)
Q.231.(2) Q.232.(1) Q.233.(1) Q.234.(3) Q.235.(5) Q.236.(5) Q.237.(4) Q.238.(1) Q.239.(4) Q.240.(3)
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CRP PO PRE/ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.1-3. In the following question, a sentence has been 

written in three different ways. Choose the 
option(s) which substitute(s) the sentence both 
grammatically and contextually.

Q.1. The heart goes on functioning and weaving 
dreams and at the same time its emotions can be 
transformed but cannot be destroyed.

 A. The emotions of the heart can be transformed 
but cannot be destroyed and simultaneously the 
heart goes on functioning and weaving dreams.

 B. Functioning and the weaving of dreams by 
heart is ongoing and at the same time its emotions 
cannot be destroyed but transformed.

 C. Emotions of the heart can be transformed but 
cannot be destroyed, at a time when the heart goes 
on functioning and weaving dreams.

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Both A and C  (4) Both B and C
 (5) All A, B and C
Q.2.  Anyone who has put efforts into acquiring a taste 

should certainly be able to put that same effort into 
setting himself free from the tyranny of likes and 
dislikes.

 A. Anyone who is able to put efforts into setting 
himself free from the tyranny of likes and dislikes 
should rather put that same effort into acquiring a 
taste.

 B. Any individual should certainly be able to put 
the same effort into setting himself free from the 
tyranny of likes and dislikes which has been put 
into acquiring a taste.

 C. The amount of efforts put into setting oneself 
free from the tyranny of likes and dislikes should 
be similar to the efforts put into acquiring a taste.

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Both A and C  (4) Both B and C
 (5) All A, B and C
Q.3.  When one increases consciousness or awareness, 

one will find that there are mental blocks due to the 
psychological laziness in which one is trapped.

 A. When one will find that there are mental blocks 
due to the psychological laziness in which one is 
trapped, one increases consciousness or awareness.

 B. While we find that there are mental blocks due to 
the psychological laziness in which one is trapped, 
one increases consciousness or awareness.

 C. The mental blocks, due to the psychological 
laziness in which one is trapped, would be found 
when one increases consciousness or awareness.

 (1) Only A  (2) Only C
 (3) Both A and C  (4) Both B and C
 (5) All A, B and C
Q.4-6. In the following question, two sentences with 

a blank in each are given with four options 
(A), (B), (C) and (D). Choose the most suitable 
option to fill in the blanks to make the sentences 
meaningfully correct.

Q.4. I. Throughout the strike the union refused to 
discuss what it believed to be the company's 
_________plan.

 II. The appellant asserts that the building was 
uninhabitable when he moved in and to return it to 
that state would be a _________step.

 A. vigilant  B. regressed
 C. retrograde  D. progressive
 (1) Both A & B  (2) Both B & C
 (3) Both C & D  (4) Only C
 (5) Only A
Q.5.  I. Many former players hirpling around with 

knackered knees and hips have reason to 
____________ the indiscriminate use of drugs.

 II. Future generations can then enjoy the new 
amenities but will not ____________ the day we 
purposely destroyed the nature of the place.

 A. remorse  B. repent
 C. rue  D. ruche
 (1) Both A & B  (2) Both B & C
 (3) Both C & D  (4) Only C
 (5) Only A
Q.6.  I. He had to present himself as more of a lovable 

___________than a spirit of corruption.
 II. While Jhanvi pretended to be a good girl, she 

was really a ___________who would do anything 
to get what she wanted.

 A. bereaved  B. serene
 C. reprobate  D. rogue
 (1) Both A & B  (2) Both B & C
 (3) Both C & D  (4) Only C
 (5) Only A

Venezuela's soccer federation president Jesús Berardinelli has died. Berardinelli was 61.
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Q.7-10. In the following question, three sentences are 
given which are divided into two parts i.e., (A) 
and (B), either of them is free from errors.

 Find out which part of which sentence contains 
an error. If there is no error in all the three 
sentences, mark option (5) i.e. ‘No Error’ as 
your answer.

Q.7. I. Although death is inevitable it is rarely discussed 
(A)/ and is a source of intense discomfort for most. 
(B)

 II. The vehement denial of the HOD was a (A)/ 
clear indication of his snob behaviour. (B)

 III. The priest forbade us not to touch the holy (A)/ 
book as it was supposedly touched by Christ. (B)

 (1) I-A, II-B, III-A (2) I-B, II-A, III-B
 (3) I-A, II-B, III-B (4) I-A, II-A, III-A
 (5) No error
Q.8.  I. The classic dilemma in an economy is among 

(A)/ the health of the banking sector and the 
transitional costs. (B)

 II. Hong Kong is one of the main gateway of 
investment and (A)/ trade between China and the 
rest of the world. (B)

 III. Before you will leave for Delhi, (A)/ I will 
certainly come to meet you. (B)

 (1) I-A, II-B, III-A (2) I-B, II-A, III-B
 (3) I-A, II-B, III-B (4) I-A, II-A, III-A
 (5) No error
Q.9.  I. The protest movement was bolstered somewhat 

(A)/ by the participation of white-collar workers. 
(B)

 II. A recent survey reported that the territory (A)/ 
is now on the verge of a recession. (B)

 III. With the protests continuing, the damage to 
Hong Kong’s economy and global standing was 
substantial. (A)/.

 (1) I-A, II-B, III-A (2) I-B, II-A, III-B
 (3) I-A, II-B, III-B (4) I-A, II-A, III-A
 (5) No error
Q.10.  I. The Christmas party continued till late night 

(A)/ as several guests join at the eleventh hour. (B)
 II. Neither the old lady nor her children knows 

(A)/ how to get rid of this problem. (B)
 III. Had I seen the weather forecast, I would (A)/ 

not make preparations for a trip. (B)

 (1) I-A, II-B, III-A (2) I-B, II-A, III-B
 (3) I-A, II-B, III-B (4) I-A, II-A, III-A
 (5) No error
Q.11-13. In the following question, a sentence has 

been given and divided into five parts. Choose 
the part which is contextually odd one.

Q.11. Although rationalizing taxes is looked as a good 
start (A)/ in many cultures, yet it is an integral part 
of our lives (B)/ as life and death are irrevocable 
truths but never a (C)/ topic of discussions taking 
place in any kind of (D)/ educational institutes or 
even at homes. (E)

 (1) A (2) B  (3) C
 (4) D (5) E
Q.12.  What is needed at cooperative banks is 

fundamentally-reformed (A)/ governance so 
that a crisis such as the one that has befallen a 
reputed bank, (B)/ highlighting the dismal climatic 
conditions (C)/ represented by one business group 
(D)/ with close ties to the bank, does not occur in 
the future. (E)

 (1) A (2) B  (3) C
 (4) D (5) E
Q.13. The dichotomy between long-run gain and short-

run cost (A)/ is at the root of many deferred or 
unfinished reforms and (B)/ by demanding the 
formal abolition of the homosexuality article (C)/ 
at a time of crisis, when kicking (D)/ the can down 
the road is no longer a viable option. (E)

 (1) A (2) B  (3) C
 (4) D (5) E
Q.14-16. In the following question, a word is given 

followed by three sentences consisting of a 
blank. Choose the sentence/s in which the given 
word can be correctly used.

Q.14. UBIQUITOUS
 I. Trying to avoid hazardous chemicals that are 

persistent and _________in the environment is not 
really an answer either.

 II. In addition, clothing and mats are popular 
wares, which are often made from the _________
raffia palm tree.

 III. One of the nostalgic memories all visitors to 
Turkey bring home are the cries, along with the 
call to prayers, of the _________street sellers.

 (1) Only I  (2) Only II

Noted Professor and theatre director Pitambarlal Rajani died of coronavirus in Tamil 
Nadu's Coimbatore. He was 80.
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Bangladesh has decided to construct a monument for the Indian soldiers who died in 1971 

during the country’s struggle for independence from Pakistan.

 (3) Both I and II  (4) Both II and III
 (5) All of the above.
Q.15. PRECARIOUS
 I. A climber was killed when he _____________ 

300 feet down an icy gully.
 II. Wahid, at the head of an unstable multi-party 

coalition, is attempting a ___________political 
balancing act.

 III. The refugees' ____________situations, and 
their unfamiliarity with the claimant process, 
make them easy prey for crooked consultants.

 (1) Only I  (2) Only II
 (3) Both I and II  (4) Both II and III
 (5) All of the above.
Q.16. INSIDIOUS
 I. We have already seen the _________ effects of 

the introduced White Spot virus on the prawning 
industry in other Australian areas.

 II. Not good solid rain at all, just the _________ 
kind that leaches the warmth out of your bones and 
drags you down.

 III. The popularity of hand-phones among 
teenagers here makes these chain SMS messages 
particularly _________.

 (1) Only I  (2) Only II
 (3) Both I and II  (4) Both II and III
 (5) All of the above.
Q.17-20. In the following sentence there is one blank 

space. Below it five sentences have been denoted 
by numbers (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5). Find out 
which sentence can be filled up in the blank in 
the sentence in the same sequence to make the 
sentence meaningfully complete.

Q.17. _____________. In fact, his neighbourhood 
admirers wait for him to play. It was his love for 
music that started him on his enduring romance 
with antiques. When one of his brothers sold his 
grandfather’s old piano for want of space in the 
house, Ashely began his search for a replacement 
and ended up collecting antiques.

 (1) Collecting and maintaining vintage items in 
itself is an art

 (2) He made this arrangement for safety
 (3) Everywhere, doors open on cue and lights 

switch on automatically

 (4) Ashely plays his violin even at midnight

 (5) The urge to possess them is irresistible

Q.18. _____________ (31 per cent of the total 
population) and about half this number live in the 
50-million-plus cities. When the urban population 
surges and crosses 600 million in 2031, mega 
cities will burst at the seams and even the newly 
created metropolitan areas would face what is now 
a familiar pattern of urban ills.

 (1) The inclusion of the preparation of national 
spatial strategy

 (2) The urban population at present is 377 million

 (3) Some recommendations on the bill are deeply 
flawed

 (4) A question should also be asked about 
transferring urban planning powers to local bodies 
and strengthening them

 (5) This is also the World Bank’s position on Indian 
cities

Q.19. _____________especially in India, the country 
with the largest number of TB cases. India’s rise 
in the field of science and technology has been 
grabbing headlines in the recent past. Last month, 
Science, the world’s leading science journal, 
carried an entire section on science in India.

 (1) The emergence of drug resistant TB has made 
things worse

 (2) Amid these positive developments, we 
should ask if India’s progress is reflected in how 
tuberculosis is controlled

 (3) March 24 was World TB Day, and a good time 
to take stock of progress in tuberculosis control

 (4) A laudable but insufficient achievement in a 
country of 1.2 billion people.

 (5) Both (1) and (3)

Q.20. A disappointing feature of India’s foreign policy 
since Independence has been the almost complete 
absence of a meaningful debate about it. Early on, 
no one dared, within and without the government, 
to question the policy laid down by Jawaharlal 
Nehru. This continued right up to the present 
times, when the nuclear deal with the United States 
generated a good deal of discussion, much of it 
though on ideological grounds_____________.

 (1) In fact, the group could have done well by 
including an expert on internal security in its work.
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 (2) It is not usual for foreign policy mandarins to 
think of internal security issues while pondering 
over their agenda

 (3) The general thrust is to take a cautious attitude 
so as not to unnecessarily provoke China

 (4) The document gives us a comprehensive 
overview of the challenges facing and opportunities 
available to India in the years ahead

 (5) Equally unfortunate is the importance attached 
to the desirability of consensus in foreign policy.

Q.21-25. Read the following passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words have been given in bold to help you locate 
them while answering some questions.

 India needs to generate jobs that are formal and 
productive, provide bang-for-buck in terms of 
jobs created relative to investment, have the 
potential for broader social transformation, and 
can generate exports and growth. The apparel 
sector meets all these criteria, making it an 
excellent vehicle for an employment creation 
strategy. The Union cabinet approval for a 
number of measures to boost the apparel sector 
is, therefore, a significant policy initiative. 
Nearly every successful economic growth take-off 
in post-war history in East Asia has been associated 
with rapid expansion in apparel exports in the early 
stages. During their growth booms that averaged 
between 7 and 10 per cent growth, countries 
registered apparel export growth in excess of 20 
per cent per year, sometimes closer to 50 per cent. 
Given their high labour intensity — the highest 
in any manufacturing sector — apparel also have 
the greatest potential for employment growth. 
Every unit of investment in clothing generates 
12 times as many jobs as that in autos and nearly 
30 times that in steel. Drawing upon the World 
Bank employment elasticities, we estimate 
that rapid export growth could generate about 
half a million additional direct jobs every year. 
Most significantly, from a social transformation 
perspective, apparel generate large number of 
jobs for women, substantially more than in any 
other sector. On a visit to one of India’s top textile 
exporters, women workers spoke about the agency 
they had gained on financial decisions. The agency 
also extended to husbands starting to helping 
with household chores, including chopping 
vegetables and making tea! In Bangladesh, female 
education, total fertility rates, and women’s 
labour force participation moved positively due 

to the expansion of the apparel sector. India’s low 
and declining female labour force participation 
could be similarly boosted by this initiative. 
India has an opportunity to promote the 
apparel industry because of rising wage 
levels in China that has resulted in China 
losing market share. India is well positioned 
to take advantage of China’s deteriorating 
competitiveness because wage costs in most 
Indian states are significantly lower than in China. 
Alas, this is not happening, or at least, not enough. 
The window of opportunity is narrowing and India 
needs to act fast if it is to regain competitiveness 
and market share in apparel. Hence the urgency.But 
why is India losing out? Several factors play a role. 
India’s competitors enjoy better market access 
by way of zero or lower tariffs to the two major 
importing markets, namely the US and Europe. 
the average tariffs faced by India and its 
competitors in the US and EU In the US, 
when Trans-Pacific Partnership goes through, 
Vietnam will enjoy duty-free access and India 
will be disadvantaged in that market too. 
 In addition, to the external disadvantage, Indian 
exporting firms face a number of domestic 
challenges — logistics and de facto labour 
costs — that render them less competitive 
than their peers in competitor countries. 
On logistics, India is handicapped relative to 
competitors in a number of ways. The costs and 
time involved in getting goods from factory 
to destination are greater than those for other 
countries.

Q.21. Find out which sentence is definitely NOT TRUE 
according to the passage.

 (1) The Union cabinet approval for a number of 
measures to boost the apparel sector is, therefore, 
a significant policy initiative.

 (2) Every unit of investment in clothing generates 
12 times as many jobs as that in autos and nearly 
30 times that in steel.

 (3) from a social transformation perspective, 
apparel generate large number of jobs for women, 
substantially more than in any other sector.

 (4) In order to ensure that India flourishes, lack of 
consensus among union cabinet is essential.

 (5) India is well positioned to take advantage of 
China’s deteriorating competitiveness because 
wage costs in most Indian states are significantly 
lower than in China

WWE legend James Harris, popularly known to fans as Kamala, has passed away at age 
70.
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Q.22. Find out which sentence is definitely TRUE 
according to the passage.

 (1) India does not need to generate jobs that are 
formal and productive.

 (2) Owing to the growth of the apparel sector, the 
females' participation has grown in a significant 
way.

 (3) Indian exporting firms do not face domestic 
challenges.

 (4) Every unit of investment in clothing generates 
22 times as many jobs as that in autos and nearly 
50 times that in steel.

 (5) On a visit to one of India’s top textile exporters, 
men workers spoke about the agency they had 
gained on sports decisions.

Q.23. What the external disadvantage, do the Indian 
exporting firms face?

 (1) vehicle for an employment creation strategy.
 (2) logistics and de facto labour costs that render 

them less competitive than their peers in competitor 
countries.

 (3) To make a vehicle for an employment creation 
strategy.

 (4) India needs to act fast if it is to regain 
competitiveness.

 (5) costs and time involved in getting goods from 
factory

Q.24. What according to the passage can be the meaning 
of the expression “bang for buck” ?

 (1) Desert someone in difficult straits
 (2) worth of one’s money or exertion.
 (3) Extend the limits
 (4) At the peak of activity
 (5) Do something unexpected and ingenious
Q.25. Which criteria does apparel sector meet which 

generate jobs that are formal and productive?
 (A) jobs created relative to investment,
 (B) have the potential for broader social 

transformation,
 (C) That can generate exports and growth.
 (1) Only A
 (2) Only B
 (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B
 (5) All A,B and C

Q.26-30. Read the following passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it.

 The Central government’s decision to extend 
the interest subvention scheme on bank loans 
given to land-owning farmers at seven per cent is 
essentially a welcome move. This is especially so 
in a context where there is no real clarity on how 
the current monsoon will turn out to be, running 
at a deficit of 7 per cent as it does currently. With 
an additional subvention component to encourage 
timely repayment, farmers can effectively avail 
themselves of up to Rs. 3 lakh at just 4 per cent 
interest. This scheme, basically offering a sort 
of agricultural subsidy, has been in place since a 
long time now, with the subvention component 
fluctuating between 1.5 and 3 per cent. With 
agricultural yield levels and incomes per acre 
falling or languishing, the need to extend such 
loans to farmers at low interest levels admittedly 
exists.

 However, what is less clear is the purpose for which 
many of these loans are being put to. The Reserve 
Bank of India recently initiated an investigation 
into the apparent diversion of agricultural loans for 
unintended purposes. It would appear that farmers' 
existing debts to money-lenders, weak supervision 
of credit utilization and the categorization of gold 
loans as agricultural loans are creating significant 
grey areas and avenues for loan amounts to be used 
for purposes other than farming. At certain points 
of the cropping cycle farmers need large amounts 
of money and they turn to money lenders, who 
charge high rates of interest and often insist on their 
loans-being re-paid first — which forces farmers 
to divert a part of the subsidized bank loans to 
repay them. Some farmers put the amounts in fixed 
deposit accounts to earn higher interest than what 
they pay. Most farmers do not earn enough to meet 
their needs. Including consumption expenditure, 
and so these loans serve as an auxiliary source 
of income. The government needs to recognize 
the fact that the system of interest subvention 
will increasingly finance con¬sumption rather 
than farming, and take one of two steps. It could 
instruct banks to step up scrutiny on the use of loan 
it being put to. Or it could rethink the manner in 
which it wants to subsidies-farmers. Implementing 
direct transfers to bank accounts and invest¬ing in 
research and development to bolster crop yields 
should serve the same purpose that the low-
interest loans currently serve. This step will have 

Frances Allen, pioneering computer scientist, passed away at the age of 88.
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the added advantage of potentially improving the 
plight of farm¬ers. The soft loans are a good idea 
that needs to be managed and supervised well in 
order to ensure that the intended outcomes are 
ensured, and that they help address actual distress 
in the field.

Q.26. The basic problem for which the loan segment is 
creating problem is-

 (1) The gold loans turning out to be agricultural 
loans are a helping hand in the economy.

 (2) The gold loans assumed to be agricultural loans 
are evolving new assistance in the economy.

 (3) The gold loans inferred as agricultural loan are 
not readily conforming to a set of rules.

 (4) The agricultural loans and the gold loans are 
running hand is hand.

 (5) The agricultural loans in respect of gold loans 
are turning out to be a boon to the farmers.

Q.27. With reference to the passage, state another means 
of earning for farmers.

 (1) The loan granted by the bank for agriculture.
 (2) The loan amount deposited in the bank.
 (3) The loan amount granted by the bank but not 

withdrawn to earn the interest.
 (4) The loan received by the moneylender for 

agricultural purpose.
 (5) The agricultural loan which can 

be converted into gold loan as per the requirement 
of the farmer.

Q.28. How do bank loans serve as secondary assistance 
to farmers?

 (1) They assist in defining the capability of the 
farmers.

 (2) They help the farmer in utilising the farming 
needs.

 (3) They assist the farmers in meeting their day to 
day needs.

 (4) The farmers with eligible income are able to 
manage income as interest earned from bank.

 (5) They attain proper credibility in respect to 
banking sector.

Q.29. What is most significant in reference to farmers?
 (1) They have unintended purposes in respect of 

loans
 (2) Farmers need money for crops regularly and 

that increase their debt.
 (3) Some farmers utilize the loan as primary source 

of income rather than spending it on crops.
 (4) The government is trying its best to finance 

consumption and farming.
 (5) The banking sector scrutinizes the need of the 

farmers and helps them accordingly.
Q.30. Which of the following is not a measure of RBI?
 (1) It is initiating a drive to assess the use of loans 

provided to farmers.
 (2) It is trying to help the farmers to overcome 

their financial need.
 (3) The government is taking measures to provide 

the farmers with appropriate help.
 (4) The Government in alliance with RBI is 

converting loans to gold loan.
 (5) All except 2

CRP PO PRE / NUMERICAL ABILITY
Q.31. The sum of age of A, B and C is 60. Age of A is 1/2 

of other's age. Age of B is 2/3 of other's age. Find 
the age of C.

 (1) 16 years (2) 15 years (3) 20 years
 (4) 25 years (5) None of these
Q.32. A mixture of 80 liters contain milk and water in the 

ratio of 4:1. 20 liters of mixture is taken out and 12 
liters of milk is added. Again 24 liters of mixture is 
taken out and 12 liters of water is added. Find the 
ratio of milk to water in the final mixture.

 (1) 1:2 (2) 5 : 1 (3) 4 : 1
 (4) 2:1 (5) None of these

Q.33-37. What approximate value should come in place of 
question mark (?) in the following question?

Q.33. 
 (1) 21 (2) 6  (3) 12
 (4) 18 (5) 26
Q.34. 37.5 × 34.9 ÷ 2.75 = ?
 (1) 475 (2) 450  (3) 500
 (4) 425 (5) 525
Q.35. (3.6)2 × (1.75)2 = ?
 (1) 25 (2) 40  (3) 30
 (4) 35 (5) 50

Noted yesteryear Tamil film lyricist P K Muthusami passed away in R Pudupatti village in 
Namakkal, near Trichy. He was 100.
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Q.36. 3058 ÷ 27 × 3 = ?
 (1) 360 (2) 348  (3) 340
 (4) 330 (5) 321
Q.37. 15.5% of 323 – 20.8% of 198 = ?
 (1) 12 (2) 5  (3) 15
 (4) 3 (5) 9
Q.38. Madhu and Deepti are partners in a business. 

Madhu invested 70% of the capital for 18 months 
and Deepti get 40% of the profit. Find for how 
many months had Deepti invested in the business?

 (1) 25 (2) 28  (3) 6
 (4) 24 (5) None of these
Q.39. X, Y and Z were sharing profits in the ratio of 3: 

4: 5. Y declined to receive the profit so X and Z 
decide to share profits in the ratio of 1: 2. Find the 
ratio of the increment in the profit of X and Z.

 (1) 2:3 (2) 1:2  (3) 1:3
 (4) 3:2 (5) None of these
Q.40. The ratio of annually compounded amount of 4 

years and 8 years of a certain amount is 1:16. Find 
out the rate of interest.

 (1) 400% (2) 50% (3) 200%
 (4) 100% (5) None of these
Q.41. Pipes A and B together can fill a tank in 8 hours. If 

pipe B is opened and closed after 5 hours then pipe 
A is opened then the tank is completely filled in 15 
hours. How long can pipe A fill the tank alone.

 (1) 15 hours (2) 1
13

3
 hours (3) 12 hours

 (4) 
1

11
9

 hours (5) None of these

Q.42. A can do 20% part of a work in 8 days, B works 
30% part of the same work in 12 days and C works 
40% part of that work in 18 days. If B and C's 
1-day wage difference is Rs 12, then what will be 
the wage of A on working 35 days?

 (1) 1080 Rs. (2) 3500 Rs. (3) 3780 Rs.
 (4) 7000 Rs. (5) None of these
Q.43. A fruit seller offers 1 bananas free on purchase 

of 2 dozen bananas, but offers 2 bananas free 
on purchase of more than 2 dozen bananas. If 
a customer buys 6 dozen bananas, then what 
percentage of the discount will it get?

 (1) 8.16% (2) 4%  (3) 6.12%
 (4) 6.16% (5) None of these

Q.44. In one hour, Shiv goes 12 km along the stream and 
6 km against the stream. What is the speed of the 
Shiv in still water?

 (1) 9 km/hr (2) 2.5 km/hr (3) 3 km/hr
 (4) Both 1 and 2 (5) None of these
Q.45. Tiles of (1.5×2) meter dimension in the rectangular 

hall of 20× 15 meter square have been laid. 20% 
of the total tiles are blue, remaining 30% tiles are 
of yellow color and rest of the 50% tiles are of red 
color and the remaining tiles are white. What is the 
area covered by white tiles?

 (1) 56 m2 (2) 60 m2 (3) 120 m2

 (4) 84 m2 (5) None of these
Q.46-50. In each of the following questions (quantity) 

two questions are given. Solve these questions 
and give answer:

 (1) Quantity I > Quantity II
 (2) Quantity I ≥ Quantity II
 (3) Quantity II > Quantity I
 (4) Quantity II ≥ Quantity I
 (5) Quantity I = Quantity II or Relation cannot be 

established
Q.46.  I. In how many different ways can the letters of 

the word 'BIOLOGY' be arranged such that the 
vowels must always come together?

 II. In how many different ways can the letters of 
the word 'BIOLOGY' be arranged such that the 
consonants must always come together?

Q.47.  I. How many trees can be planted at a distance of 
1 m at the edge of a 121 square m square park?

 II. How many trees can be planted at a distance of 
1 m at the edge of a 154 square m circular park?

Q.48.  A sum of money is invested on compound interest 
for 2 years on annual rate of 20%. If this money 
was payable at half yearly rate, then interest would 
be Rs 482 more.

 I. What will be the compound interest earned at 
the annual rate of 10% for 4 years on the same 
amount?

 II. What will be the simple interest earned at 
the annual rate of 10% for 5 years on the same 
amount?

Q.49.  I. In a mixture of 40 liters, the ratio of milk and 
water is 4:1. How much water must be withdraw 
from this mixture so that the ratio of milk and 
water becomes 16:3?

Fashion designer and ex-model Simar Dugal passed away aged 52.
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 II. Aman crosses 45 km long Still River by 
swimming in 20 hours but it takes less than 55% 
time to him to cross the same river from the boat. 
What is the speed of the boat?

Q.50. The average of the ages of A, B and C at present is 
28 years. 7 years ago the ratio of ages of A and C 
was 1 : 4 and the age of B was 90% more than the 
age of C.

 I. After 8 years the age of C will be what percentage 
of the present age of A?

 II. After 8 years the age of A will be what 
percentage of the present age of B?

Q.51-55. Read the following data carefully and answer 
the questions below.

 Note:- Total taken time by any means is equal for 
Ankit and Arun.

Q.51. If Arun travels 840 km by train, then what is the 
total time taken by Ankit to travel that distance by 
car?

 (1) 15 hours 30 minutes (2) 17 hours 30 minutes
 (3) 17 hours 36 minutes (4) 15 hours
 (5) None of these
Q.52. If Arun completes his journey by bus in 4 hours, 

then how long will it take in entire journey to be 
covered by bicycle for Ankit?

 (1) 6 hours 48 minutes (2) 4 hours 45 minutes
 (3) 5 hours 20 minutes (4) 6 hours 24 minutes
 (5) None of these
Q.53. If Arun travelled 5 hours on foot and Ankittravelled 

9 hours by car then what will be the difference 
between distance travelled by Arun on foot and 
Ankit by car?

 (1) 450 km (2) 550 Km (3) 780 Km
 (4) 540 Km (5) None of these
Q.54. What is 40% of the distance covered by Arun in 5 

hours by all means?

 (1) 444 Km  (2) 4.44×105 m
 (3) 4.44×105 Km  (4) Both 1 and 2
 (5) None of these
Q.55. If Ankit has travelled 2 hours by car, 3 hours by 

bus, 1.5 hours by train, 1 hour by bicycle and 5 
hours on foot respectively, then what would be the 
average speed of him?

 (1) 48 Km/hr (2) 42 Km/hr (3) 45 Km/hr
 (4) 50 Km/hr (5) None of these
Q.56-60. Read the following data carefully and answer 

the questions below.

 
Q.56. If total number of male people who drive Amaze is 

7200, then how many female drive Baleno?
 (1) 2500 (2) 2656 (3) 2688
 (4) 2572 (5) None of these
Q.57. If the number of female who drive Audi is 21120, 

then what was the total number of cars of all types?
 (1) 200000 (2) 300000 (3) 400000
 (4) 500000 (5) None of these
Q.58. If in the next year, there is an increase of 10% and 

20% in the number of male and female who drive 
Figo and Duster respectively and the total number 
of people who drive Ritz is 367200 then find the 
total number of people who drive Figo and Duster.

Ambitious One Nation One Ration card scheme has been extended to four more states. 
They are Manipur, Nagaland, Jammu and Kashmir and Uttarakhand.
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 (1) 758600 (2) 768672 (3) 686072
 (4) 728752 (5) None of these
Q.59. If the total number of people who drives Amaze is 

31500 then what is the total number of female who 
drive Ritz?

 (1) 6400 (2) 7200 (3) 6300
 (4) 5040 (5) None of these
Q.60. If the total number of male who drive Baleno is 

45670, then what is the ratio of the female who 
drive Amaze to the total number of male who drive 
Duster?

 (1) 11: 8 (2) 8: 11 (3) 5: 8
 (4) 5: 11 (5) None of these
Q.61-65. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 In a college, there are 4000 students. The students 

study in 5 different branches M.A., B.A., M.Sc., 
B.Sc., and M.Com. Out of the total students, 45% 
are girls. 20% of the girls study M.Sc. Out of the 
total number of boys 10% study M.A., 30% study 
B.Sc., 14% study M.Sc., 8% study M.Com., and 
the remaining boys study B.A. No girls pursues 
M.Com. Out of the total girls, 30% study B.A., 
16% study M.A. and the remaining study B.Sc.

Q.61. If 33.33% of the boys of M.A. and 45% of girls of 
M.Sc. go to the tour then what will be the ratio of 
the existing boys of M.A. to the existing girls of 
M.Sc.?

 (1) 11: 10 (2) 10: 11 (3) 110: 1
 (4) 1: 110 (5) None of these
Q.62. What is the difference between the total number of 

girls of B.A. and B.Sc. and total number of boys of 
M.Sc. and M.A.?

 (1) 564 (2) 624  (3) 905
 (4) 820 (5) None of these
Q.63. What is the ratio of 20% of the boys of B.A. to 

10% of the girls of the M.Sc.?
 (1) 57: 10 (2) 19: 30 (3) 7: 10
 (4) 51: 17 (5) None of these
Q.64. The total number of students study in B.Sc. is what 

per cent of the total number of students?
 (1) 31.5% (2) 30.04% (3) 45%
 (4) 28.27% (5) None of these
Q.65. What is the average number of the girls in the 

college?
 (1) 300 (2) 360  (3) 450
 (4) 400 (5) None of these

CRP PO PRE / REASONING ABILITY
Q.66-68. In a certain code language some words are 

written in coded form, which are given below-"
 caught in the cyber net" is written as "su mu lu pa 

mee".
 "cyber net is the addiction" is written as "mee lu 

ree ke pa".
 "cases of internet addiction" is written as "lee to 

ree pee".
 "cyber addiction among children" is written as 

"mee ree no jo".
Q.66. What is the code of 'addiction' in that code 

language ?
 (1) to  (2) pee 
 (3) ree  (4) either ree or mee
 (5) None of these
Q.67. What is the code of 'Cyber' in that code language ?
 (1) lu  (2) mee
 (3) ke  (4) mee or ree
 (5) None of these

Q.68. Which of the following words is used for the code 
'lu' in that code language ?

 (1) net  (2) the
 (3) either net or the (4) addiction
 (5) None of these
Q.69-71.In the following questions, the symbols #, *, @, $ 

and = are used with the following meaning :
 P # Q means P is neither greater than nor equal to 

Q.
 P * Q means P is not greater than Q.
 P @ Q means P is equal to Q.
 P $ Q means P is neither smaller than nor equal to 

Q.
 P = Q means P is not smaller than Q.
 Now in each of the following questions assuming 

the given statements to be true, find which of the 
two conclusions I and II given below them is/are 
definitely true and give your answer accordingly.

  (1) If only conclusion I is true.
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 (2) If only conclusion II is true.
 (3) If either conclusion I or II is true.
 (4) If neither conclusion I nor II is true.
 (5) If both conclusions I and II are true.
Q.69. Statements: jD$D, D$Db, Db=Br, Br# Bs
 Conclusions: I. D=Br  II. Db = Bs
Q.70. Statements: Kc@kr, kr#Ft = G, G*h
 Conclusions: I. Kc = G  II. Kc# G
Q.71. Statements: Ar#Mt, Ar@Nu, Nu$Ls, LS$RM
 Conclusions: I. Ar$RM  II. RM$Nu
Q.72-74. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the question given below.
 In a Raichand family, Priya has two children Abhay 

and Misha. Riya is the brother of Misha. Abhay 
is Husband of Topi and Panchhi is the daughter 
of Topi. Vibha is the paternal grandmother of 
Panchhi.

Q.72. How is Topi related to Priya?
 (1) Son-in-law  (2) Daughter
 (3) Daughter-in-law (4) Can’t be determined
 (5) None of these
Q.73. If Riya has only one sister Misha then what is the 

relation of Misha to Panchhi?
 (1) Mother  (2) Father
 (3) Aunt  (4) Can’t be determined
 (5) None of these
Q.74. How is Priya related to Panchhi?
 (1) Father  (2) Father-in-Law
 (3) Grandfather  (4) Granddaughter
 (5) None of these
Q.75-76. Read the following series carefully and answer 

the questions given below.
 $ n 1 9 J P c 7 r Z 0 V © M 3 D % h w @ u & q 

S 4 I K 5
Q.75. Which of the following is the ninth to the left 

of the seventh element from the right end of the 
above arrangement?

 (1) 1 (2) w  (3) $
 (4) © (5) 9
Q.76. If all the numbers and symbols are dropped from 

the above arrangement then which of the following 
is thirteenth from the right end?

 (1) V (2) M  (3) n
 (4) c (5) q

Q.77. How many such pairs of letters are there in the 
word ANONYMOUS each of which has as many 
letters between them as they have between them in 
the English alphabetical series? (Only count left to 
right)

 (1) None (2) One  (3) Two
 (4) Three (5) None of these
Q.78-80. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the question given below.
 Ubone walks towards south from his office and 

after moving 25m, he took a right turn and move 
40 m to reach his Uncle’s office. Again Ubon starts 
moving southwards and after travelling 50m he 
took a left and travels 80 m to reach his Aunt’s 
office.

Q.78. In which direction his aunt office is located with 
respect to his office?

 (1) South-west (2) South-east (3) North-east
 (4) North-west (5) None of these
Q.79. Uncle's office in which direction with respect to 

the Aunt’s office?
 (1) North-east (2) North-west (3) South-west
 (4) South-east (5) None of these
Q.80. If Point A is 25m. to the north of uncle’s office then 

what is the distance between A and Ubon office?
 (1) 40 m.  (2) 30 m.
 (3) 20 m.  (4) Can’t be determined
 (5) None of these
Q.81-85. Study the following information carefully and 

then answer the questions given below.
 Seven people P, Q, R, S, T, V and W participate 

in examination starting from Monday and 
ending on Sunday. There are three examinations 
UPSC, CAT and Banking. At least two people 
participates in any examination, but not more 
than three people participates in any examination. 
Only four people have an exam between R 
and W who participates in the same exam 
with only P. P participates on Wednesday. No 
person has an exam between P and Q who 
participates in UPSC. Only three people exam 
between T and V, both of them participates in 
the same examination. T gives an exam before 
V. Those persons who participate in CAT exam 
participates after Thursday.

Q.81. Who attend exam on the Tuesday and in which 
sector?
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 (1) W - Banking (2) T - UPSC (3) P - UPSC
 (4) V - CAT (5) R - Banking
Q.82. How many exams are held between T and CAT?
 (1) Two (2) Three (3) Four
 (4) Six (5) None
Q.83. If Q is related to CAT in the same way as P is 

related to UPSC then which of the following is T 
related to, following the same pattern?

 (1) CAT  (2) UPSC
 (3) Banking  (4) Cannot be determined
 (5) None of these
Q.84. Four of the following five are alike in a certain 

way and thus form a group. Which is the one that 
does not belong to that group?

 (1) PW (2) SV  (3) QV
 (4) WT (5) RS
Q.85. S has an exam on which day of the week?
 (1) Monday  (2) Tuesday
 (3) Wednesday  (4) Friday
 (5) Saturday
Q.86-90. Study the following sitting arrangement 

carefully and answer the given questions.
 K, L, M, N, O, Q, R and P are sitting around a 

square table in such a way that four of them sit 
at four corners of the square while four sit in the 
middle of each of the four sides. Those who sit 
at the four corners faces outside while those who 
sit in the middle of the sides face the centre of 
the table. There are four married couples in the 
group, out of these two of them are Doctor, two 
are Teacher, two are Banker and two are Cricketer. 
There are one man and one woman in each 
profession. The Teacher is third to the right of N, 
who is a male Banker. The wife of M is a Doctor 
and is not an immediate neighbour of M. K is 
second to the right of P. N is the husband of P. The 
persons who sit at four corners are either all are 
male or all are female. O is an immediate right 
of L and is the husband of Cricketer. L is third to 
the right of Q and is the Banker. Male Doctor is 
not facing the centre. The professions of Husband 
and wife are not the same. P is not an immediate 
neighbour of N. Q and M are not Doctor and 
Cricketer respectively.

Q.86. Who is sitting second right of O?

 (1) N (2) M  (3) K
 (4) P (5) L
Q.87. Who among of the following is a female member 

group?
 (1) L, N, O, Q (2) L, K, P, R (3) K, L, O, P
 (4) K, O, N, Q (5) None of these
Q.88. Who is married to R?
 (1) L (2) O  (3) Q
 (4) M (5) P
Q.89. Who among of the following persons are Doctor?
 (1) M, O (2) P, Q  (3) R, O
 (4) M, Q (5) K, O
Q.90. What are the professions of L’s spouse?
 (1) Teacher (2) Banker (3) Doctor
 (4) Cricketer (5) None of these
Q.91-95. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 Twelve member G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q and 

R are sitting in a straight line facing north, but not 
necessarily in the same order.

 O sits second to the left of R.
 N sits third to the right of O and fourth to the left 

of P.
 Q sits third to the left of K.
 K is not an immediate neighbour of O and P.
 N is not an immediate neighbour of L.
 J and I are sitting extreme ends of the row.
 Q and H are immediate neighbours of each other.
 The number of person between J and G is two less 

than the number of person between H and L.
Q.91. Who is sitting sixth to the right of R?
 (1) L (2) K  (3) M
 (4) N (5) G
Q.92. Who is sitting third to the left of M?
 (1) K (2) L  (3) O
 (4) N (5) Cannot be determined
Q.93. Four of the following five are alike in a certain 

way, and so form a group. Which of the following 
does not belong to the group?

 (1) Q (2) M  (3) N
 (4) I (5) P

Jharkhand Governor Droupadi Murmu inaugurated "Rashtriya Charkha" at the Raj Bhavan and 
laid foundation stones to install statues of martyrs of Jharkhand at the Raj Bhavan.
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Q.94. How many persons are sitting between O and K?
 (1) 6 (2) 7  (3) 8
 (4) 9 (5) Either 8 or 9
Q.95. What is the position of Q with respect to J?
 (1) Second to the right (2) Fourth to the left
 (3) Third to the right (4) Third to the left
 (5) Fourth to the right
Q.96-100. Study the following information carefully 

and then answer the questions given below.
 Six persons Z, Y, A, P, O and N lives on six floors 

building but not necessarily in the same order. 
Each one of them playing different games namely 
Snooker, Badminton, Chess, Basketball, Cricket 
and Polo, but not necessarily in the same order. 
Each one of them lives in different floor number 1 
to number 6.

 The floor number of Y is more than P's floor.
 The one who plays Polo lives an even-numbered 

floor which is more than floor number 3.
 The one who plays Snookers lives one floor less 

than N's floor.
 Z lives one floor less than O's floor.
 The floor number of the one who plays 

Basketball is even floor but not the second floor.

 The floor number of A is five and does not like 
Chess and Cricket.

 The floor number of the one who plays Cricket is 
two more than to the one who plays Badminton.

 The floor number of P is not 1 and does not play 
Chess.

 N does not play Polo.
Q.96. Who among the following lives on floor 5?
 (1) A (2) Z  (3) Y
 (4) N (5) None of these
Q.97. Which of the following game does O play?
 (1) Badminton (2) Polo (3) Chess
 (4) Cricket (5) None of these
Q.98. Who among the following person plays Basketball?
 (1) Z (2) Y  (3) N
 (4) A (5) P
Q.99. How many persons live between P and N?
 (1) One (2) Two (3) Three
 (4) Four (5) Five
Q.100. Which of the following is correct?
 (1) A – Badminton – 1 (2) P – Cricket – 2
 (3) Z – Snooker – 7 (4) Y – Polo – 4
 (5) A – Chess – 7

Director-actor Nishikant Kamat passed away in Hyderabad. He was 50.
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ExPLANATION/CRP PO PRE/ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.1.(3) Sentence B states that the functioning and 

the weaving of dreams by heart is continuous 
which has not been mentioned in the sentence.

Q.2.(2) Sentence A conveys that one must put efforts 
into acquiring a taste rather than into setting 
oneself free from the tyranny of likes and 
dislikes which is out of the context.

 Sentence C conveys that the efforts put in both 
situations should be similar. While, the sentence 
mentions that the individual ‘must be able to put 
those efforts’ which makes is out of the context.

Q.3.(2) Sentence B explains that one increases 
consciousness or awareness during finding the 
mental blocks which has not been stated in the 
given sentence.

 Sentence A: This sentence conveys the reverse 
message.

Q.4.(2) Retrograde (adj.) – reverting to an earlier and 
inferior condition.

 For other options-
 Regress (v) – return to a former or less 

developed state.
 Vigilant (adj.) – keeping careful watch for 

possible danger or difficulties.
Q.5.(2) Rue (v) – bitterly regret; repent.
 For other options-
 Remorse (n) – deep regret or guilt for a wrong 

committed.
 Ruche (v) – a frill or pleat of fabric as decoration 

on a garment or soft furnishing.
Q.6.(3) Reprobate (n) – an unprincipled person; rogue.
 For other options-
 Bereaved (adj.) – deprived of a close relation or 

friend through their death.
 Serene (adj.) – calm, peaceful.
Q.7.(1) In I sentence, place ‘yet’ before ‘it’ as 

‘although….yet’ is used as a pair.
 In II sentence, ‘snobbish’ should replace ‘snob’ 

as an adjective is required to qualify the noun.
 In III sentence, remove ‘not’ as forbade means 

‘refuse to allow’ which is a negative word 
already.

Q.8.(4) In I sentence, ‘between’ should replace ‘among’ 
as two things have been mentioned.

 In II sentence, ‘gateways’ is correct as ‘of’ 

shows selection which is possible in the case of 
plural only.

 In III sentence, remove ‘will’ as it is not used 
after time clause.

Q.9.(5) 
Q.10.(2) In I sentence, ‘joined’ will be correct as the 

sentence is in the past tense.
 In II sentence, ‘know’ will be correct with 

respect to ‘children’.
 In III sentence, ‘have made’ should replace 

‘make’ as it is an example of an imaginary/
conditional sentence.

Q.11.(1) The sentence describes crucial aspects of life 
where as part ‘A’ talks about taxes which seems 
to be out of the context.

Q.12.(3) The sentence describes bank whereas part C 
describes climatic conditions which is irrelevant.

Q.13.(3) The sentence describes reforms concerned 
with economy and desired steps to be taken 
whereas part C states the abolition of article of 
homosexuality which is out of the context.

Q.14.(5) In I, II and III sentences, Ubiquitous (adj.) 
– present, appearing, or found everywhere; 
omnipresent.

Q.15.(4) In II and III sentences, Precarious (adj.) – 
dependent on chance; uncertain.

 In I sentence, Plummet (v) – fall or drop straight 
down at high speed.

Q.16.(5) In I, II and III sentences – Insidious (v) – 
proceeding in a gradual, subtle way, but with 
very harmful effects.

Q.17.(4) The passage is about Ashely and his passion for 
violin playing and music. Therefore, options 4 
fits in as it mentions that Ashley plays music 
even at midnight completing the passage ahead.

Q.18.(2) The passage is about urban population, its 
unprecedented growth and related problems.

 So, in order to start the sentence, a small phrase 
concerned with population is needed.

Q.19.(5) The passage is about world TB day and the 
concern over this disease. Both options 1 and 3 
connect with the passage as they state TB as a

Q.20.(5) The passage starts on a disappointing tone and 
states that there’s not much heed paid to the deal 
with foreign nations. Hence, options (5) fits in 
the best way as it states that the agreement for 

Congress leader and spokesperson Rajiv Tyagi passed away. He was 52.
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foreign policy is uncertain which is matching 
with the theme of the passage.

Q.21.(4) The answer lies in the first paragraph.
Q.22.(2) The answer lies in the third paragraph.
Q.23.(2) The answer lies in the second last paragraph.
Q.24.(2) The meaning of the given expression can be 

interpreted from the first paragraph.
Q.25.(5) The answer lies in the first paragraph.
Q.26.(3) The answer can be inferred after reading the 

mid of the second paragraph.
Q.27.(1) The answer can be inferred after reading the 

second paragraph.
Q.28.(3) The answer can be inferred from the end of the 

passage.
Q.29.(3) The answer can be inferred from the mid of the 

second paragraph.
Q.30.(3) The answer can be inferred after reading the 

whole passage.

ExPLANATION/CRP PO PRE/NUMERICAL ABILITY
Q.31.(1) According to the question,

  ……. (i)

  ……. (ii)

 From (i)×5 and (ii) ×3,
 A:B:C = 5:6:4

 Now age of C =  years

Q.32.(4) Quantity of milk and water in initial mixture = 
64 liters and 16 liters

 Quantity of milk and water after taking out 20 
liters mixture and adding 12 liters milk = (64-
16+12) liters, (16-4)liters

 = 60 liters, 12 liters
 Now ratio of milk: water = 5:1
 Again Quantity of milk and water after taking 

out 24 liters mixture and adding 12 liters water 
= (60-20) liters, (12-4+12)liters

 = 2:1
Q.33.(3) 71.67 ÷ 6 = ?
 ? ≈ 12
Q.34.(1)

 
Q.35.(2) 12.96 × 3.0625 = 40 (approx)
Q.36.(3) 113.259 × 3 = ?
 ? = 339.77 ≈ 340
Q.37.(5) 50.065 - 41.184 = 8.881 = 9 (approx)
Q.38.(2) let the total capital = 100x

 And total profit = 100y
 And time of Deepti = t

 Now, 

  t = 28 months.
Q.39.(3) initial ratio of profit of X: Y: Z = 3:4:5 …… (i)
 After denying to take profit by Y ratio of profit 

of X: Z = 1:2…… (ii)
 Since Initial profit and later profit will be equal,
 So from (i) ×1 and (ii) ×4,
 X: Y: Z = 3:4:5
 X: Z=4:8
 Now Ratio of profit of X: Z = 4-3:8-5 =1:3
Q.40.(4) According to the question,

 
r = 100%

Q.41.(2) According to the question,
 (A+B)×8 = 5B+10A….. (i)
 Ratio of efficiency A: B = 3:2
 Required time by tank A, from (i)
 (A+B)×8 = A×t
 (3+2)×8 = 3×t
 t = 13 1/3 hours
Q.42.(3) Ratio of efficiency of A: B: C =

 
 = 9:9:8
 According to the question, wage of A 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Rashtriya Swachhata Kendra, an interactive 

experience centre on the Swachh Bharat Mission, on 8th August, 2020.

 = 
 = Rs 3780

Q.43.(3) First discount = 
1

100
25

×  = 4%

 Second discount =  ×100 = 2.04%

 Total discount = 4 + 2.04+  = 6.12%

Q.44.(1) Let speed of the Shiv and Stream= x km/hr and 
y km/hr

 According to the question,
 x+y = 12 km/hr
 x-y=6 km/hr
 Now, x=9km/hr and y= 3 km/hr
Q.45.(4) Number of tiles = (area of hall)/(area of tile) = 

(20×15)/(1.5×2)= 100
 Now number of blue tiles = 20
 Number of yellow tiles = 24
 Number of red tiles = 28
 Number of white tiles = 28
 Covered area by white tiles = area of 1 tile × 

number of tiles
 = 84 m2

Q.46.(1) I. We have to arrange = BLGY(IOO)

 Number of ways =  ways

 I. We have to arrange = (BLGY)IOO

 Number of ways =  ways

 So I>II
Q.47.(5) I. Perimeter of square = 44 meter
 Required number of trees = 44-1 = 43
 II. Perimeter of circle = 44 meter
 Required number of trees = 44-1 = 43
 So I = II
Q.48.(3) Interest rate of two years when compounded 

annually = 44%
 Interest rate of two years when compounded 

half yearly = 46.41%

 So principal = 482/(2.41%) ×100 = 20000 Rs
 I. compound interest of 4 years
 = 46.41% of 20000 = Rs. 9282
 II. Simple interest of 5 years
 = 50% of 20000 = Rs. 10000
 So, I< II
Q.49.(3) I. Quantity of water and milk in the mixture = 8 

lit and 32 lit
 Required quantity of withdrawing water = 32/

(8-x)= 16/3
 x = 2 lit
 II. In still water speed of stream is always zero.
 So according to the questions,
 Speed of the boat = 45/9=5km/hr
 So I < II
Q.50.(1) 7 years ago the ratio of their ages = 5 :38:20
 Now, (5x+7+38x+7+20x+7)/3=28 x = 1
 So the present age of A, B and C
 = 12 year, 45 year and 27 years.
 I. 35/12×100 = 291.66%
 II. 20/45 ×100 = 44.44%
 So I>II
Q.51.(2) Taken time by Arunt to travel distance of 840 

km = 840/80 = 10.5 hours
 Distance travelled by Ankit in 10.5 hours by 

train = 100×10.5 = 1050 Km
 Total taken time by car = 1050/60 = 17 hours 30 

minutes
Q.52.(4) travelled distance in 4 hours by Arun = 4×40 = 

160 Km
 Required time by Ankit to cover this distance 

by bicycle = 160/25
 = 6 hours 24 minutes
Q.53.(5) Difference of distance = 80×9-12×5 = 660 Km
Q.54.(4) 40% of covered distance = 40% of 

(60+40+80+30+12)×5
 = 444 Km
Q.55.(2) Average speed = (Total distance)/(total 

time) = (80×2+50×3+100×1.5+25×1+8×5)/
(2+3+1.5+1+5)

 = 42 Km/hr
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Textiles Minister Smriti Irani launched Mobile app and a portal to propagate handloom 

industry.

Q.56.(3) percentage of male who drive Amaze = 75% of 
24% = 18%

 Percentage of female who drive Baleno = 42% 
of 16% = 6.72%

 Number of female who drive Baleno

  = 2688

Q.57.(1) Percentage of female who drive Audi = 48% of 
22% = 10.56%

 Total number of Cars = 21120/(10.56%) ×100% 
= 200000

Q.58.(2) Percentage of Male who drives
 Figo = 70% of 11% = 7.7%
 Next year Percentage of Male who drives Figo 

= 8.47%
 Percentage of female who drives Duster = 45% 

of 15% = 6.75%
 Next year Percentage of female who drives 

Duster = 8.1%
 Total increased percentage = (8.47+8.1)% - 

(7.7+6.75)% = 2.12%
 Next year total percentage of people who drives 

Figo and Duster
 = 11%+12%+2.12% = 25.12%
 Next year total number of people who drive 

Figo and Duster,

 = 367200/(12%) ×25.12% = 768672
Q.59.(4) Number of female who drives Ritz
 = (32% of 12%)/(24%) ×31500
 = 5040
Q.60.(2) Required ratio = 25% of 24%: 55% of 15% = 8 

: 11
Q.61-65. 

Subject Number of girls Number of boys
M.A. 288 220
B.A. 540 836
M.Sc. 360 308
B.Sc. 612 660
M.Com. 0 176

Q.61.(5) Required ratio = 66.66% of 220: 55% of 360
 = 20: 27
Q.62.(2) Required difference = (540+612)-(220+308) 

=624
Q.63.(5) Required ratio = 20% of 836:10% of 360 = 209: 

45

Q.64.(4) Required percentage =  *100
 = 28.27%

Q.65.(3) Required average 

ExPLANATION/CRP PO PRE/REASONING ABILITY
Q.66-68.

Q.66.(3) 
Q.67.(2)
Q.68.(3)
Q.69.(4) jD>D>Db >Br <Bs
 I. D>Br
 II. Db > Bs

Q.70.(3) Kc=kr < Ft > G<h
 I. Kc > G 

II. Kc < G
Q.71.(1) RM < Ls < Nu = Ar < Mt
 I. Ar>RM
 II. Rm>Nu
Q.72-74.

 
Q.72.(3)
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Q.73.(3)
Q.74.(3)
Q.75.(4) The 16th element from the right end = ©
Q.76.(4) n J P c r Z V M D h w u q S I K
Q.77.(3)
Q.78-80.

 

Ubon office

Aunt office

Uncle office 25m.

50m.

80m.

40m.

Q.78.(2)
Q.79.(2) 
Q.80.(1)
Q.81-85.

Monday T UPSC

Tuesday W BANKING

Wednesday P BANKING

Thursday Q UPSC

Friday V UPSC

Saturday S CAT

Sunday R CAT

Q.81.(1) 
Q.82.(3) 
Q.83.(3) 
Q.84.(3)
Q.85.(5)

Q.86-90.

 
Q.86.(2) 
Q.87.(2)
Q.88.(2)
Q.89.(5)
Q.90.(4)
Q.91-95.

 
Q.91.(5) 
Q.92.(2)
Q.93.(4)
Q.94.(3)
Q.95.(2)
Q.96-100.

Z 1 Badminton
Y 4 Polo
A 5 Snooker
P 3 Cricket
O 2 Chess
N 6 Basketball

Q.96.(1)      Q.97.(3)          Q.98.(3)
Q.99.(2)          Q.100.(4)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the financing facility of Rs. 1 lakh crore under the 
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund on 9th August via video conferencing.
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Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has announced Mukhya Mantri Kisan Sahay Yojana 

for the current Kharif season.

Q.1. Stainless steel is an alloy of-
 (A) Iron and Nickel
 (B) Iron and Chromium
 (C) Copper and Chromium
 (D) Iron and Zinc
Q.2. __________ is the study of plant nutrition and 

growth in relation to soil.
 (A) Agrostology (B) Agrobiology
 (C) Bromatology (D) Cytomorphology
Q.3. Which vitamin is needed to prevent Xerophthalmia?
 (A) A (B) B12 (C) C (D) E
Q.4. The Strait of Hormuz, Connects-
 (A) The Black Sea with the Gulf of Aden
 (B) The Mediterranean Sea with the Red Sea
 (C) The Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf
 (D) The Black Sea with the Red Sea
Q.5. Which of the following is geographically closer to 

Chabahar?
 (A) Karachi (B) Kabul
 (C) Gwadar (D) None of the above
Q.6. In which of the following Kharif crops, Uttar 

Pradesh is the leading producer in the country?
 (A) Soybean (B) Wheat
 (C) Sugarcane (D) Tobacco
Q.7. An example of an input device is ______.
 (A) Projector (B) Headphones
 (C) Soundcard (D) Webcam
Q.8. Who was the leader of revolutionaries in Bihar 

during the Revolt of 1857?
 (A) Namdar Khan (B) BabuKunwar Singh
 (C) Birsa Munda (D) Shankar Shah
Q.9. Which of the following are 'Greenhouse Gases'?
 (A) Carbon dioxide (B)  Chlorofluorocarbons
 (C) Water Vapour (D) All of the above
Q.10. Jhumar is a folk dance of which of the following 

state?
 (A) Chhattisgarh (B) Jharkhand
 (C) Gujarat  (D) Himachal Pradesh

Q.11. How many calories are there in a Joule?
 (A) 0.24 (B) 0.48 (C) 0.72 (D) 0.96
Q.12. Who was elected the first President of All India 

Kisan Sabha at Lucknow in 1936?
 (A) N.G.Ranbga
 (B) E.M.S.Namboodri Pad
 (C) Swami Sahajanand Saraswati
 (D) Acharya Narendra Dev
Q.13. Which of the given above pair(s) is/are correctly 

matched?
 (A) Carbohydrates -Fatty acids and glycerol
 (B) Proteins- Sugar
 (C) Fats- Amino acids
 (D) None of the above
Q.14. Which of the following is the product of the 

process of photosynthesis?
 (A) Ammonia (B) Chlorine
 (C) Oxygen (D) Carbon Dioxide
Q.15. Basaltic Lava rocks over Indian Deccan Plateau 

are formed in the following period:
 (A) Cretaceous period
 (B) Pleistocene period
 (C) Carboniferous period
 (D) Miocene period
Q.16. The day- to- day administration of union territory 

is looked after by whom?
 (A) The union home minister
 (B) The lieutenant governor
 (C) The president
 (D) Finance minister
Q.17. What is the full form of UNFCCC?
 (A) United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change
 (B) United Nations Framework Control on Climate 

Change
 (C) United Nations Framework Concentration on 

Climate Change
 (D) United Nations Framework Carbon dioxide on 

Climate Change

BIHAR POLICE SI / GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
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Q.18. Which one of the following is not a Ferrous 
mineral?

 (A)  Iron ore (B) Manganese
 (C) Chromites (D) Tungsten
Q.19. When was the South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) established?
 (A) 1984 (B) 1987 (C) 1985 (D) 1989
Q.20. An island between India and Sri Lanka is ______.
 (A) Kachchatheevu (B) Chorao
 (C) Divar  (D) None of the above
Q.21. Which of the following full form of ATP is correct?
 (A) Adenosine tetra-phosphate
 (B) Adenine tetra-phosphate
 (C) Adenosine triphosphate
 (D) None of the above
Q.22. When did the Protection of Human Rights Act 

come into existence in India?
 (A) 1990 (B) 1991 (C) 1992 (D) 1993
Q.23. Which of the following is a demerit of the 

Parliamentary System?
 (A) Unstable government
 (B) Uncertainty of policies
 (C) The dictatorship of the cabinet
 (D) All of the above
Q.24. Which one of the following is the Chairman of the 

National Development Council?
 (A) Prime Minister of India
 (B) Finance Minister
 (C) President of India
 (D) Vice-President of India
Q.25. Treasury bills are sold in India by-
 (A) Reserve Bank of India
 (B) State Governments
 (C) Commercial Banks
 (D) SEBI
Q.26. Which 'Government of India Act' allowed some 

elected representation in the legislature for the first 
time?

 (A) Government of India Act 1858
 (B) Government of India Act 1909

 (C) Government of India Act 1919
 (D) Government of India Act 1935
Q.27. International Day of Non-violence is observed on:
 (A) 10th December (B) 30th January
 (C) 2nd October (D) 23rd March
Q.28. Iodised salt contains-
 (A) Free iodine (B) Calcium iodide
 (C) Magnesium iodide (D) Potassium iodide
Q.29. The Udyan Pandit Award is related to which of the 

following?
 (A) Environment (B) Scientific research
 (C) Medical science (D) Horticultural
Q.30. Which of the following characteristics is not 

related to the Parliamentary Government?
 (A) Dissolution of the lower house
 (B) Single Executive
 (C) Collective responsibility
 (D) The leadership of the Prime Minister
Q.31. The famous harvesting festival Wanchuwa is 

celebrated by which of the following tribes?
 (A) Tiwas of Assam
 (B) Kurds of Sikkim
 (C) Khasis of Nagaland
 (D) Garo of Arunachal Pradesh
Q.32. Which of the following is responsible for 

controlling the hereditary characteristics of the 
living cells?

 (A) Enzyme (B) Hormone
 (C) RNA  (D) DNA
Q.33. AGMARK Act came into force in India in -
 (A) 1937 (B) 1952 (C) 1957 (D) 1965
Q.34. Who is the author of the book ‘The Accumulation 

of Capital’?
 (A) Mrs. Joan Robinson
 (B) Rosa Luxemburg
 (C) Lord Maynard Keynes
 (D) None of the above
Q.35. Which of the following has the highest protein 

content per gram?
 (A) Soybean (B) Groundnut

Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated the National 
Infrastructure Pipeline, NIP, Online Dashboard in New Delhi through video conferencing.
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Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar has launched ICAR's data recovery centre - 

Krishi Megh.

 (C) Apple  (D) Wheat
Q.36. Who has been appointed the new National Security 

Advisor of India?
 (A) Dalbir Singh (B) Amit Shah
 (C) K.P.S. Menon (D) Ajit Kumar Doval
Q.37. The oceanic crust mainly consists of silica and 

__________.
 (A) Magnesium (B) Iron
 (C) Manganese (D) Sulphur
Q.38. Nokrek biosphere reserve is in which state?
 (A) Odisha  (B) Meghalaya
 (C) Kerala  (D) Himachal Pradesh
Q.39. Which of the following is NOT a classical language 

of India?
 (A) Telugu  (B) Odia
 (C) Kannada (D) Pali
Q.40. Which of the following states of India is called the 

"Sugar Bowl"?
 (A) Uttar Pradesh (B) Maharashtra
 (C) Bihar  (D) Haryana
Q.41. Biogas is a mixture of different gases, major portion 

in biogas being__________ and _________.
 (A) Methane (CH4) and Carbon dioxide (CO2)
 (B) Hydrogen (H2) and Moisture (H2O)
 (C) Moisture (H2O) and Hydrogen sulphide(H2S)
 (D) Carbon dioxide (CO2) and Hydrogen 

sulphide(H2S)
Q.42. Name the estuary on the border of India and 

Pakistan?
 (A) Daman Creek (B) Sir Creek
 (C) Karwar Creek (D) Mandovi Creek
Q.43. Everything else can wait, but not agriculture. By 

whom was it said?
 (A) Jagjivan Ram (B) Jawahar Lal Nehru
 (C) Mahatma Gandhi (D) Sardar Patel
Q.44. Which Bank became the first bank to open its 

branch in China?
 (A) Bank of Maharashtra
 (B) Corporation Bank
 (C) State Bank of India
 (D) Union Bank of India

Q.45. Which one of the following pairs of States of India 
indicates the easternmost and westernmost State?

 (A) Assam and Rajasthan
 (B) Arunachal Pradesh and Rajasthan
 (C) Assam and Gujarat
 (D) Arunachal Pradesh and Gujarat
Q.46. Which of the statement(s) given is/are incorrect?
 (A) Rhizobium cannot make its own food
 (B) Rhizobium often lives in the roots of gram and 

peas
 (C) Rhizobium has a symbiotic relationship with 

plants
 (D) Rhizobium bacterium converts the atmospheric 

nitrogen into an unusable form
Q.47. Kesari’, the Newspaper was started by-
 (A) G.K. Gokhale (B) B. G. Tilak
 (C) Sardar Patel (D) Raja Ram Mohan Roy
Q.48. POCSO Act is related to:
 (A) Oil companies (B) Children
 (C) Civil servants (D) Oceans
Q.49. Who among the following considered as the 

"Father of the Indian Renaissance"?
 (A) Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
 (B) Lal Bahadur Shastri
 (C) Bal Gangadhardhar Tilak
 (D) Raja Ram Mohan Roy
Q.50. Central Potato Research Institute is located in 

__________.
 (A) Nagpur (B) Kolkata
 (C) Hyderabad (D) Shimla
Q.51. Damodar is a tributary of a river—
 (A) Yamuna (B) Hugli
 (C) Son  (D) Suvarna Rekha
Q.52. The Phillips Curve represents the relationship 

between :
 (A) Deflation and Unemployment
 (B) Inflation and Unemployment
 (C) Inflation and Disguised Unemployment
 (D) Deflation and Cyclical Unemployment
Q.53. Rani Laxmi Bai Dam is located on which of the 

following river?
 (A) Betwa (B) Ken (C) Son (D) Tons
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Minister of Railways Piyush Goyal and Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar 

flagged off the country's first Kisan Special Parcel Train or Kisan Rail through video link.

Q.54. The Lok Sabha Secretariat comes under the direct 
supervision of-

 (A) Ministry of Home Affairs

 (B) Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs

 (C) President of India

 (D) Lok Sabha Speaker

Q.55. Sariska Tiger Reserve located in which state?

 (A) Madhya Pradesh (B) Maharashtra

 (C) Rajasthan (D) Uttarakhand

Q.56. Rovers Cup is associated with which of the 
following sports?

 (A) Lawn Tennis (B) Football

 (C) Snooker (D) Swimming

Q.57. Which of the following organizations is involved 
in providing insurance against various risks to the 
exporters?

 (A) Reserve Bank of India

 (B) State Trading Corporation of India

 (C) Exim Bank

 (D) Export Credit and Guarantee Corporation

Q.58. Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to 
whom?

 (A) Prime Minister (B) President

 (C) Rajya Sabha (D) Lok Sabha

Q.59. In order to be chosen as a member of the Lok 
Sabha, a person must not be less than the age 
of______.

 (A) 18 years (B) 21 years

 (C) 25 years (D) 30 years

Q.60. Buddhist text ‘Milindapanho’ throws light on 
which Indo-Greek ruler?

 (A) Diodorus II (B) Demetrius

 (C) Menander (D) Strato I

Q.61. In which of the following years did the Cabinet 
Mission come to India?

 (A) 1946 (B) 1942 (C) 1947 (D) 1919

Q.62. Who was the Prime Minister of England when the 
Montague-Chelmsford Act was passed in 1919?

 (A) Lloyd George (B) George Hamilton

 (C) Sir Samuel Hoare (D) Lord Salisbury

Q.63. In which year, the Indian National Congress was 
established?

 (A) 1885 (B) 1889 (C) 1895 (D) 1900
Q.64. Which of the following has been described as the 

soul of the Indian Constitution?
 (A) Fundamental Rights
 (B) Directive Principles of State Policy
 (C) Right to Constitutional Remedies
 (D) The Preamble
Q.65. Which of the following are commonly used 

methods for the preservation of food?
 (A) Preservation by common salt
 (B) Preservation by sugar
 (C) Heat and cold treatments
 (D) All of the above
Q.66. Sir Michael O’Dwyer was shot dead on 13 March 

1940 in London by _______. -
 (A) Madal Lal Dhingra
 (B) M.P.T.Acharya
 (C) V.D.Savarkar
 (D) Udham Singh
Q.67. Which one of the following regions in India is not 

a producer of petroleum mineral?
 (A) Digboi, Assam
 (B) Bombay High, Mumbai
 (C) Delta of Narmada River
 (D) Delta of Krishna River
Q.68. Which river among the following does not join the 

Ganga river from left?
 (A) Gomati (B) Ghaghra
 (C) Kosi  (D) Son
Q.69. Which one of the following Articles directs the 

State Governments to organize the Panchayats?
 (A) Article 33 (B) Article 40
 (C) Article 48 (D) Article 50
Q.70. Who is considered as '' The Mother of the Indian 

Revolution''?
 (A) Mrs.Annie Besant
 (B) Snehlata Wadekar
 (C) Sarojini Naidu
 (D) Madam Bhikaji Rustom
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System (HRMS) developed by CRIS through video conferencing.

Q.71. Which one of the following is NOT a tributary of 
river Kaveri?

 (A) Bhavani (B) Amravati
 (C) Kabini  (D) Vaigai
Q.72. Which of the following elements does not contain 

neutrons?
 (A) Oxygen (B) Hydrogen
 (C) Copper  (D) Nitrogen
Q.73. Who among the following is not appointed by the 

State Governor?
 (A) Chief Minister
 (B) Members State Public Service Commission
 (C) Judges of the High Court
 (D) Advocate General
Q.74. Which method is used in modern digital computers?
 (A) Analog calculation method
 (B) Decimal numbering method
 (C) Binary number system
 (D) None of the above
Q.75. Which of the following diseases are caused due to 

a Virus?
 (A) Malaria (B) Dysentery
 (C) Typhoid (D) Chicken Pox
Q.76. Hypokalaemia is caused by the deficiency of 

________.
 (A) Calcium (B) Iodine
 (C) Potassium (D) Iron
Q.77. Which of the following is measured in Megabytes?
 (A) Sound intensity
 (B) Earthquake intensity
 (C) Computer memory capacity
 (D) Power consumption
Q.78. Which of the following tissue are responsible for 

the secondary growth of plants?
 (A) Cortex  (B) Cambium
 (C) Phloem (D) Xylem
Q.79. The distribution of finances between center and 

states is done on the recommendation of—
 (A) Finance Commission
 (B) Finance Ministry

 (C) Reserve Bank of India

 (D) SEBI

Q.80. "We shall either free India or die in the attempt" is 
associated with -

 (A) Non-cooperation Movement

 (B) Civil Disobedience Movement

 (C) Individual Satyagraha

 (D) Quit India Movement

Q.81. Sikkim became a new state by which amendment 
act?

 (A) 44th Amendment (B) 34th Amendment

 (C) 38th Amendment (D) 36th Amendment

Q.82. In India, the Chairman of the Public Accounts 
Committee is appointed by—

 (A) President of India

 (B) Prime Minister of India

 (C) Speaker of the Lok Sabha

 (D) Chairman of the Rajya Sabha

Q.83. Which one of the following pairs is not correctly 
matched?

 (A) Amir Khusrau - Etah

 (B) Mirza Ghalib - Agra

 (C) Josh - Malihabad

 (D) Ram Prasad Bismil - Allahabad

Q.84. Who discovered DNA?

 (A) James Watson and Francis Crick

 (B) Gregor Mendel

 (C) Hargovind Khorana

 (D) None of the above

Q.85. Which of the following states has the longest 
coastline?

 (A) Gujarat (B) Maharashtra

 (C) Kerala  (D) Karnataka

Q.86. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan includes-

 (A) All children in the age group 2-11

 (B) All children in the age group 4-12

 (C) All children in the age group 5-12

 (D) All children in the age group 6-14

Q.87. AIDS is caused by -



110

BIHAR SI

MICA  OCTOBER 2020
An Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPV) for the Indian Coast Guard was launched and re-

christened as Indian Coast Guard Ship ‘Sarthak’ by Veena Ajay Kumar.

 (A) water  (B) Bacteria

 (C) Virus  (D) Fungus

Q.88. The book Target 3 Billion is written by ______.

 (A) Shankar Dayal Sharma

 (B) Pranab Mukherjee

 (C) Ram Nath Kovind

 (D) A.P.J Abdul Kalam

Q.89. The Commercial Banks were Nationalised in—

 (A) 1947 (B) 1951 (C) 1969 (D) 1992

Q.90. Dry Ice is-

 (A) Liquid Nitrogen

 (B) Water Ice

 (C) Solid Carbon dioxide

 (D) Frozen Ethanol

Q.91. Who was the inventor of radioactivity?

 (A) Madam Curie (B) Rutherford

 (C) Irvine Curie (D) Henri Becquerel

Q.92. Which one of the following countries is not a 
major producer of natural gas in the world?

 (A) South Africa (B) Iran

 (C) United Kingdom (D) Russia

Q.93. The North-South and East-West corridors meet 
at—

 (A) Jhansi  (B) Kanpur

 (C) Lucknow (D) Varanasi

Q.94. Which one among the following countries of the 
world, except the United States of America, is the 
largest crude oil producer?

 (A) Japan  (B) China
 (C) Saudi Arabia (D) Canada
Q.95. In which year did the State Jharkhand come into 

existence?
 (A) 1998 (B) 1999 (C) 2000 (D) 2001
Q.96. Due to the presence of which of the following, 

there is a difference in animal cell and plant cell?
 (A) Ribosome (B) Cell Wall
 (C) plasma membrane (D) Cytoplasm
Q.97. Which among the following is not an example of 

carbohydrates?
 (A) Maltose (B) Glycine
 (C) Glycogen (D) Fructose
Q.98. In India and elsewhere, biomass can be obtained 

from_________________.
 (A) Groundnut shells (B) Sugarcane bagasse
 (C) Rice husk (D) All of the above
Q.99. The term ‘secular’ was added in the Preamble to 

the Indian Constitution by-
 (A) 51st Amendment (B) 42nd Amendment
 (C) 63rd Amendment (D) 74th Amendment
Q.100. Angstrom is a unit of _______.
 (A) Energy  (B) Frequency
 (C) Velocity (D) Wavelength
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the launch of National Digital Health Mission.

Q.1.(B) Stainless steel is an alloy of Iron and Chromium.

Q.2.(B) Agrobiology is the study of plant nutrition and 
growth in relation to soil.

Q.3.(A) Vitamin A is needed to prevent Xerophthalmia.

Q.4.(C) The Strait of Hormuz (red arrow) connects the 
Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf.

Q.5.(C) Gwadar is geographically closer to Chabahar.

Q.6.(C) Uttar Pradesh is the largest producer of 
Sugarcane in India, followed by Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, and Tamilnadu.

Q.7.(D) An example of an input device is Webcam

Q.8.(B) Babu Kunwar Singh was a leader of 
revolutionaries in Bihar during the Revolt of 
1857.

Q.9.(D) The primary greenhouse gases in Earth's 
atmosphere are water vapor, carbon dioxide, 
methane, nitrous oxide and ozone, and CFC

Q.10.(B) Jhumar is a popular folk dance of Jharkhand. It 
is performed during harvest season and festival.

Q.11.(A) 0.24 calories are there in a Joule.

Q.12.(C) Swami Sahajanand Saraswati was elected 
the first President of All India Kisan Sabha at 
Lucknow in 1936.

Q.13.(D) None of the above pair(s) is/are correctly 
matched.

Q.14.(C) Oxygen is the product of the process of 
photosynthesis.

Q.15.(A) Basaltic Lava rocks over Indian Deccan Plateau 
are formed in the Cretaceous period.

Q.16.(B) The day to day administration of a union territory 
in India is looked after by a lieutenant governor 
(lt. governor).

Q.17.(A) United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change is the full form of UNFCCC.

Q.18.(D) Tungsten is not a Ferrous mineral.

Q.19.(C) The South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation is the regional intergovernmental 
organization and geopolitical union of states in 
South Asia. It was established on 8 December 
1985.

Q.20.(A) An island between India and Sri Lanka is 
Kachchatheevu

Q.21.(C) Adenosine triphosphate is the full form of ATP. 
Adenosine triphosphate (ATP) is a complex 
organic chemical that provides energy to drive 
many processes in living cells.

Q.22.(D) The National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) of India is a Statutory public body 
constituted on 12 October 1993 under the 
Protection of Human Rights Ordinance of 28 
September 1993.

Q.23.(D) All of the above are demerits of the Parliamentary 
System.

Q.24.(A) The ex-officio Chairman of the National 
Development Council is the Prime Minister of 
India. Prime Minister chairs all the executive 
meetings of the National Development Council.

Q.25.(A) Treasury bills are sold in India by Reserve Bank 
of India.

Q.26.(B) Government of India Act 1909 allowed some 
elected representation in the legislature for the 
first time.

Q.27.(C) The International Day of Non-Violence is 
observed on 2 October, the birthday of Mahatma 
Gandhi.

Q.28.(D) Iodised salt contains Potassium iodide.
Q.29.(D) The Udyan Pandit Award is given for excellence 

in fruit cultivation in India. It is sponsored by 
the National Horticultural Board awarded at 
both state and national levels.

Q.30.(B) Features of the parliamentary system are- 
Dual Executive, majority party rule, collective 
responsibility, political homogeneity, double 
membership, the leadership of Prime Minister.

Q.31.(A) Wanchuwa festival is a significant festival for 
the Tiwas, one of the major ethnic groups of 
Assam.

Q.32.(D) DNA is responsible for controlling the hereditary 
characteristics of the living cells.

Q.33.(A) The AGMARK Head Office at Faridabad 
(Haryana) is legally enforced in India by the 
Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marking) 
Act of 1937.

Q.34.(B) The Accumulation of Capital is the principal 
book-length work of Rosa Luxemburg.

Q.35.(A) Soybean has the highest protein content per 
gram.
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Q.36.(D) Ajit Kumar Doval, KC (born 20 January 1945), 
is the 5th and current National Security Advisor.

Q.37.(A) The oceanic crust mainly consists of silica and 
magnesium.

Q.38.(B) Nokrek Biosphere Reserve is located in 
Meghalaya, India.

Q.39.(D) Pali is not a classical language of India. 
The classical language of India - Kannada, 
Malayalam, Odia, Sanskrit, Tamil and Telugu.

Q.40.(A) Uttar Pradesh is called the sugar bowl of India.
Q.41.(A) Biogas is a mixture of different gases, the major 

portion in biogas being methane (CH4) and 
Carbon dioxide (CO2). It also contains traces of 
other gases like hydrogen (H2), Moisture (H2O), 
hydrogen sulphide(H2S), etc.

Q.42.(B) Sir Creek is the estuary on the border of India 
and Pakistan.

Q.43.(B) Everything else can wait, but not agriculture. It 
was said by Jawaharlal Nehru.

Q.44.(C) State Bank of India is the first bank to open its 
branch in China.

Q.45.(D) Arunachal Pradesh and Gujarat are the 
easternmost and westernmost States.

Q.46.(D) The bacterium called Rhizobium can take 
atmospheric nitrogen and convert it into a usable 
form.

Q.47.(B) Kesari is a Marathi newspaper which was 
founded in 1881 by Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar 
Tilak.

Q.48.(B) The Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 was enacted 
to provide a robust legal framework for the 
protection of children from offenses of sexual 
assault sexual harassment and pornography 
while safeguarding the interest of the child at 
every stage of the judicial process.

Q.49.(D) Raja Ram Mohan Roy is considered to be the 
"Father of the Indian Renaissance" by many 
historians.

Q.50.(D) Central Potato Research Institute is an Institution 
of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
(ICAR) located in Shimla, Himachal Pradesh.

Q.51.(B) Damodar is a tributary of the Hugli river.
Q.52.(B) The Phillips curve represents the relationship 

between the rate of inflation and the 
unemployment rate.

Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju on the occasion of the 74th Independence Day launched the 
Fit India Youth Clubs, an initiative to promote fitness across the country.

Q.53.(A) Rani Laxmi Bai Dam is located on the Betwa 
river.

Q.54.(A) Lok Sabha Secretariat comes under the direct 
supervision of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
The Ministry of Home Affairs discharges 
multifarious responsibilities.

Q.55.(C) Sariska Tiger Reserve located in Rajasthan.
Q.56.(B) Rovers Cup is associated with Football. It was 

started by British football enthusiasts at Bombay 
in 1891.

Q.57.(D) Export Credit and Guarantee Corporation 
organization is involved in providing insurance 
against various risks to the exporters.

Q.58.(D) The Council of Ministers is collectively 
responsible to the House of the People (Lok 
Sabha). Every State has a Legislative Assembly. 
The certain States have an upper House also 
called the State Legislative Council.

Q.59.(C) In order to be chosen as a member of Parliament, 
a person must be a citizen of India and not less 
than 30 years of age in the case of Rajya Sabha 
and not less than 25 years of age in the case of 
Lok Sabha.

Q.60.(C) The Milinda Pañha ("Questions of Milinda") 
is a Buddhist text which dates from sometime 
between 100 BCE and 200 CE. It purports to 
record a dialogue between the Buddhist sage 
Nāgasena, and the Indo-Greek king Menander 
I (Pali: Milinda) of Bactria, who reigned from 
Sagala (modern Sialkot, Pakistan).

Q.61.(A) The Cabinet Mission arrived in India in 1946. 
The Cabinet Mission' came to India aimed to 
discuss the transfer of power from the British 
government to the Indian leadership, with the 
aim of preserving India's unity and granting it 
independence.

Q.62.(A) Lloyd George was the Prime Minister of England 
when the Montague-Chelmsford Act was passed 
in 1919.

Q.63.(A) In 1885 the Indian National Congress was 
established.

Q.64.(C) Dr. B. R. Ambedkar called Article 32 of the 
Indian Constitution i.e. Right to Constitutional 
remedies as the heart and soul of the Constitution.

Q.65.(D) Preservation by Common Salt - Common salt 
has been used to preserve meat and fish for 
ages. Preservation by Sugar - Jams, jellies, and 
squashes are preserved by sugar. Sugar reduces 
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the moisture content which inhibits the growth 
of bacteria that spoil food. Heat and Cold 
Treatments - Boiling kills many microorganisms.

Q.66.(D) Sir Michael O’Dwyer was shot dead on 13 
March 1940 in London by Udham Singh.

Q.67.(C) Delta of Narmada River is not a producer of 
petroleum mineral in India because the Narmada 
River is a western river and Western rivers do 
not form Delta whereas they form Estuaries.

Q.68.(D) Major left-bank tributaries include Gomti River, 
Ghaghara River, Gandaki River, and Kosi River; 
major right-bank tributaries include Yamuna 
River, Son River, Punpun and Damodar.

Q.69.(B) Article 40 directs the State Governments to 
organize the Panchayats.

Q.70.(D) Bhikaiji Rustom Cama or Madam Cama 
is considered as the mother of the Indian 
revolution because of her contributions to the 
Indian freedom struggle.

Q.71.(D) Vaigai is not a tributary of river Kaveri.

Q.72.(B) Hydrogen does not contain neutrons.

Q.73.(C) The president consults the governor in the 
appointment of judges of the High Courts and 
the governor appoints the judges of the District 
Courts.

Q.74.(C) The binary number system is used in modern 
digital computers.

Q.75.(D) Viruses are also microscopic but are different 
from other microorganisms. Serious diseases 
like polio and chickenpox are also caused by 
viruses.

Q.76.(C) Hypokalaemia is caused by the deficiency of 
Potassium.

Q.77.(C) Computer storage and memory are often 
measured in megabytes (MB) and gigabytes 
(GB).

Q.78.(B) Cambium tissue is responsible for the secondary 
growth of plants.

Q.79.(A) The distribution of finances between centers 
and states is done on the recommendation of the 
Finance Commission.

Q.80.(D) "We shall either free India or die in the attempt" 
is associated with Quit India Movement.

Q.81.(D) Sikkim became a state of India via the Thirty-
sixth Amendment Act, 1975 on 26th April 1975.

In a bid to financially empower women, the assam government has decided to provide Rs 
830 per month each to 17 lakh families under the ambitious 'Orunodoi' Scheme.

Q.82.(C) In India, the Chairman of the Public Accounts 
Committee is appointed by Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha.

Q.83.(D) Ram Prasad Bismil was born on 11 June 1897 
at Shahjahanpur, in North-Western Provinces, 
British India.

Q.84.(A) James Watson and English physicist Francis 
Crick discovered DNA in the 1950s.

Q.85.(A) Gujarat has the longest coastline.
Q.86.(D) Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan covers compulsory 

education for children in the age group of 6-14 
years.

Q.87.(C) Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) 
is caused by the human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV).

Q.88.(D) The book 'Target 3 Billion' is written by A.P.J 
Abdul Kalam.

Q.89.(C) The Commercial Banks were Nationalised in 
1969.

Q.90.(C) Dry ice is the solid form of carbon dioxide. It is 
used primarily as a cooling agent.

Q.91.(D) Henri Becquerel was the inventor of 
radioactivity.

Q.92.(A) South Africa is not a major producer of natural 
gas in the world. When production is viewed 
by the country, the U.S. is the top producer of 
natural gas followed by Russia, Iran, Qatar, 
Canada, and China.

Q.93.(A) The North-South and East-West corridors meet 
at Jhansi.

Q.94.(C) Saudi Arabia is the second largest crude oil 
producer.

Q.95.(C) IN 2000 the State Jharkhand came into existence.
Q.96.(B) The cell wall is present in plant cells but absent 

in animal cells.
Q.97.(B) Glycine is not an example of carbohydrates.
Q.98.(D) In India and elsewhere, biomass can be obtained 

from all of the above. Biomass is plant or 
animal material used for energy production, or 
in various industrial processes as raw material 
for a range of products.

Q.99.(B) By the 42nd Amendment in 1976, the term 
"Secular" was incorporated in the Preamble.

Q.100.(D) Angstrom is a unit of wavelength.
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