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Dear Aspirants,
We feel delighted to present you the "November 2019" edition of "Master In Current Affairs". MICA is a comprehensive 
magazine focused on both intellectual and competitive nature of learning. Apart from the competitive edge, MICA is intended 
to provide you with a vision of self-enhancement.
MICA includes highly acclaimed sections such as, Newsletters, News Diary, One Liner, World of English, which are directly 
related to your preparation for competitive examinations. Chalte - Chalte is one of the most steering elements of MICA on 
the go, which is mentioned below every page.  
This edition of MICA will accompany you through the major topics and issues that were the source of news headlines for 
a longer period. We have taken in-depth analysis and research to present unbiased facts and figures while leaving enough 
space for your cognizance.
The major topics and issues that are discussed thoroughly in this edition are: The recent announcement for the amalgamation 
of 10 Public Sector Banks into 4 nextGen Public Sector Banks under the topic “Mega Banks Merger”. The merger of these 
banks is aimed at making India a $5 trillion economy.
An unprecedented number of fires have raged the Amazon forest in Brazil this year. According to experts deforestation is 
the reason behind most of these fires. We have enquired in detail about this in the topic “Amazon rainforest Fires”
The article on “45th G7 Summit Biarritz France” covers the details of the summit held in France. We have also 
focused on the role and opportunities present for India in this summit.
“Indian Economy Meltdown” studies the slowdown indicators minutely to present the sluggishness of few 
important sectors, such as automobile. We have also scrutinized the role of GST and global factor contributes.
You can revitalize the scene of the high-end arrest drama of former finance minister by the CBI. We have 
included “INX Media Case” in fact and figure as it is for you to be prepared for coming questions 
in this regards.
In this edition, we are providing model papers of “CRP PO Pre - Model Paper “and “SSC MTS 
Pre - Previous Paper 2019” for your self-assessment. There is a separate section called Quiz Time 
for your self-assessment, which includes all possible multiple-choice questions from the current 
affairs of this month.
To serve you better we will diligently serve you our level best with various new topics 
and news that is important from the examination point of view.

Best of luck for your exams.
Your suggestions will be highly valuable and welcomed.

 
 With Best Wishes
 Editor : N.K. Jain                                “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
“Everyone must be his own scavenger”
                                                     -M. K. Gandhi



5

INTERVIEWUjjWAl

NOVEMBER 2019  MICA
Varun Dhawan's upcoming movie "Coolie No. 1" becoming the first Bollywood film to go plastic-

free.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Mr. Sanjay Kumar Balvi
Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Kanchan Balvi
Hobbies  :  Reading, Watching Movies, Playing  

  Video Games
Prior Selection  :  None
Name of the Exam : Canara Bank
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 2861000329
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : ASN2601704733

Ujjwal Kumar Balvi

MICA : Mahendra's family 
expresses its heartfelt 
congratulations on your 
success.

Ujjwal : Thank You!
MICA : To whom do you want 

to give the credit of your 
selection?

Ujjwal : To Mahendra and its 
faculties and also a big 
credit to my parents.

MICA : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in this 
examination?

Ujjwal : 1st Attempt.
MICA : What is the role of 

Mahendra's institute in 
your selection?

Ujjwal : It helped me by clearing 
my doubts and giving 
guidance on how to clear 
the exam.

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the examination?

Ujjwal :  

English Language
Reading Newspaper and practicing 

through Videos on Mahendra Website 
and Speed Tests.

Reasoning Ability 
Practicing the questions again and 

again. Giving MICA and Mahendra 
Mock test regularly.

Numerical Ability
Giving separate time slot for each 

topic and testing the basics of 
Arithmetic time to time.

General Awareness
Reading MICA and following 

various online sources for current 
affairs.

Computer Knowledge
Going through the testbooks 

throughly and revising it.

MICA : What would you say 
about “Master in Current 
Affairs” Magazine 
(MICA) and Mahendra 
Guru Website?

Ujjwal : It is very informative and 
up to the mark.

MICA : What is the best thing 
about our coaching 
institute, according to 
you?

Ujjwal : Problem Solving Session 
and regular tests.

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Ujjwal : It helps in assigning 
proper time to important 
things.

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the Interview?

Ujjwal : I attended Mahendra's 
Mock Interview sessions.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions 
asked?

Ujjwal : 6 members were there 
and people from different 
departments.

The questions asked were:

I.  PMJDY, its features.

II.  Branding

III.  CASA and their difference

IV.  Which type of customer segments 
to focus in rural areas?

V.  Types of Cheques?

MICA : By whom did you get 
information of your 
selection and what was 
your reaction?

Ujjwal : Self, I was very happy.

MICA : What message do you 
want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Ujjwal : Be consistent with your 
studies and attempt 
as many Mock test as 
possible on regular basis.

MICA : Congratulations once 
again on your success. 
Your success is our 
success.

Ujjwal : Thank You!
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ONE liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # What is the name of Bangladeshi author whose 
residence permit has been extended for one year by the 
Union Home Ministry? - Taslima Nasreen

 # Who has been appointed as the Vice Chief of Indian 
Army? - Lt Gen Manoj Mukund  
  Naravane

 # Who has been chosen as the next Prime Minister of 
United Kingdon? - Boris Johnson

 # Who has been appointed as UK’s first Indian-origin 
Home Secretary? - Priti Patel

 # Who was elected as Deputy Speaker of Goa 
Assembly? - Isidore Fernandes

 # Which Union Minister will head the panel to examine 
and suggest ways to prevent workplace sexual 
harassment? - Amit Shah

 # Which leader made a guest appearence in a Man vs 
Wild episode with host Bear Grylls?   
 - Narendra Modi

 # Who  said these lines, “Tinkering with Article 35A will 
be akin to setting a powder keg on fire”?  
 - Mehbooba Mufti

 # K R Ramesh Kumar resigned as Speaker of which 
State Assembly? - Karnataka

 # What is the name of India's first female legislator in 
whose honour Google has created a doodle?  
 - Muthulakshmi Reddi

 # Who was appointed as the new speaker of Karnataka 
Assembly? - Vishweshwar Hegde  
  Kageri

 # Name the former Maldives president who was taken to 
detention centre after being returned to the country- 
 - Ahmed Adeeb

 # Under whose chairmanship UGC's 542nd meeting was 
organized recently? - N Gopalswami

 # Who has been appointed as the director of Abdus 
Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics- 
ICTP? - Atish Dabholkar

September is celebrated as 'Rashtriya Poshan Maah' this year the theme is Complementary Feeding.

AWARDS

 # Who won the 2019 Sangita Kalanidhi award of Madras 
Music Academy? - S. Sowmya

 # Which Indian journalist has been selected for the 
Ramon Magsaysay Award 2019?   
 - Ravish Kumar

 # Which Bollywood actor got felicitated with 'Excellence 
in Cinema' award in Australia?    
 - Shah Rukh Khan

 # Who will be awarded with Vir Chakra in 2019?  
 - Wing Commander  
  Abhinadan Vardhman

 # Which film won Best Hindi Film award in the 66th 
National Film Awards? - Andhadhun

 # Who won the Best Director award at the 66th National 
Film Awards? - Aditya Dhar

 # Name the former External Affairs Minister and first 
women chief minister of Delhi who passed away 
recently. - Sushma Swaraj

 # What is the name of the father of ISRO, on whose 
100th birthday, Google has dedicated a doodle?  
 - Vikram Sarabhai

 # Who was elected as the first woman President of Indian 
National Science Academy (INSA)?   
 - Chandrima Shaha

 # Who has recently won ‘Doodle for Google’ 2019 
award? - Arantza Pena Popo

 # Indian cricketer and national selector who recently 
passed away recently is - V B Chandrasekhar

 # The music composer of films like 'Umrao Jaan', 
'Bazaar', 'Kabhi Kabhi' passed away recently. What 
was his name? - Mohammad Khayyam

 # Which member of the board of directors of the Airports 
Authority of India (AAI) was given the additional 
responsibility of Chairman of the Authority?  
 - Anuj Aggarwal
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NATIONAL & STATE

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

Home Minister Amit Shah met his Singaporean counterpart K Shanmugam in New Delhi.

 # Which  states does not fall under the one nation one 
ration card pilot project? - Karnataka

 # Which state government launched 'Mukhyamantri 
Madad Yojana' to provide assistance on the birth of a 
child and death of a family member in a tribal family? 
 - Madhya Pradesh

 # What is the name of scheme PM Modi recently 
announced for water conservation and household 
pipeline supply? - Jal Jeevan Mission

 # Which Union Minister launched the Swachh 
Survekshan 2020 recently? - Hardeep Singh Puri

 # Name the waste management mobile app that was 
launched recently to track waste collection.  
 - Swachh Nagar App

 # Which Indian Naval Ship is participating in the Russian 
Navy Day Parade? - INS Tarkash

 # Jagdeep Dhankar was sworn in as the Governor of 
which state? - West Bengal 

 # Which  ships was commissioned into the Indian Navy 
recently? - LCU L-56

 # Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched the 
Atal Community Innovation Centre in which city? 
 - New Delhi

 # RN Ravi was recently sworn in as the Governor of 
which state? - Nagaland 

 # Which Indian state has signed an MoU with the Survey 
of India to organize mapping and land survey of 40,000 
villages by drones? - Maharashtra

 # As per the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) in which 
state ‘Bharati Huda’, a rural settlement, had thrived about 
3600 years ago? - Odisha

 # After J&K is proposed to be organized into two Union 
Territories the Finance Commission would have to 
decide devolution for how many states now?  
 - 28

 # Which state has recently passed anti-mob lynching bill 
providing for life imprisonment to convicts?  
 - Rajasthan

 # Which state government has approved the “Mukhya 
Mantri Be-sahara Gau-Vansh Sahbhagita Yojana”? 
 - Uttar Pradesh

 # Which state has extended its existing MoU with 
Netherlands for cooperation in several fields by 
another five years? - Uttar Pradesh

 # Which state topped the Breastfeeding, Infant & Young Child 
Feeding Practices in India? - Manipur

 # Which court refused to pass any order on J&K saying 
that it will wait for normalcy to return to the state? 
 - Supreme Court

 # Which state launched the ‘Village Volunteers System’ 
on the occasion of Independence Day?   
 - Andhra Pradesh

 # Former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh has 
recently been elected as a member of Rajya Sabha 
from - Rajasthan

 # Delhi Government recently announced to provide free 
electricity to households consuming up electricity up 
to what power? - 200 units

 # Which city will host the 22nd National Conference on 
e-Governance 2019? - Shillong

 # What is the venue of 11th DefExpo India-2020?  
 - Lucknow

 # India rejected which leader’s claim that PM Modi 
asked him to be the mediator in Kashmir issue?  
 - Donald Trump

 # Which government department has initiated 'no bill, no 
payment' campaign on complaints about vendors charging 
money arbitrarily? - Indian Railways

 # Which state’s assembly has passed a bill raising OBC 
quota to 27 percent? - Madhya Pradesh 

 # Which state government has decided to bring a 
legislation to ensure journalists’ job security?  
 - West Bengal

 # Biswa Bhusan Harichandan has taken charge as the 
Governor of which  states? - Andhra Pradesh

 # MS Dhoni will be deployed with the Territorial Army 
Battalion in which state? - Jammu and Kashmir

 # Which film won the Best Popular Film award in 66th 
National Film Awards? - Badhaai Ho

 # Who won the National Film Award 2019 for Best 
Actress? - Keerthy Suresh

 # Which film won the national film award 2019 for “Best 
Film”? - Hellaro 

 # NITI Aayog recently launched the fourth edition of 
Women Transforming India Awards in which city? 
 - Delhi

 # Who has been recently honoured with Dr A. P. J. Abdul 
Kalam Award? - K. Sivan
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FINANCIAL AWARENESS

 # How much fund has been sanctioned by government 
of India for cleaning 34 rivers in India?   
 - Rs. 5870 Cr.

 # Which research lab recently raised USD 1 billion from 
Microsoft? - OpenAI

 # The Supreme Court recently ordered to cancel the 
RERA registration of which real estate company? 
 - Amrapali Group

 # According to the IMF’s World Economic Outlook, 
July 2019 what will be the growth rate of India in year 
2020-21? - 7.2%

 # India’s fastest train, Vande Bharat Express recently 
completed trial run from New Delhi to Katra. What is 
another name of the Vande Bharat Express?  
 - Train 18

 # The United States designates which country a ‘Currency 
Manipulator’? - China

 # How much repo rate has been cut by RBI in third Bi-
monthly Monetary Policy Statement?   
 - 35 basis points

 # What Repo Rate was fixed by the RBI’s Monetary Policy 
Committee in the Third Bi-monthly Monetary Policy 
Statement 2019-20? - 5.40

 # Donald Trump accused which two countries of taking 
advantage of the WTO’s ‘developing economies’ tag? 
 - India and China

 # How many states have signed MoU with Union 
Ministry of Textiles for skilling about 4 lakh workers 
as part of Scheme for Capacity Building in Textile 
Sector (SAMARTH)? - 16

 # India slipped to which position in the Global GDP 
ranking in 2018? - 7th place

 # Which three Central PSU’s have agreed to set up a joint 
venture, KABIL to ensure consistent supply of critical 
minerals to Indian market? - NALCO, HCL, MECL

Culture & Tourism Minister inaugurates gallery of confiscated & retrieved antiquities at Purana 
Quila in New Delhi.

 # The British Airways has canceled its services for a 
week to which city? - Cairo

 # Former Japanese diplomat Yukiya Amano passed 
away recently at the age of 72. Amano was the chief of 
which UN agency - International Atomic  
  Energy Agency

 # Which nation has extended emergency for another 
month? - Sri Lanka

 # Which country has recently imposed Carbon Tax? 
 - South Africa

 # After successful launch of Chandrayaan-2 by India, 
which country has expressed a desire to work on space 
programs with India? - China

 # Which  nations fired two projectiles toward East Sea? 
 - North Korea

 # Which country has built first of its kind Underwater 
Military Museum? - Jordan

 # What is the name of the tropical storm that grew into a 
hurricane in the US? - Erika 

 # Which  nations announced one-month free visa on 
arrival to foreign nationals from nearly 50 nations? 
 - Sri Lanka

 # The Shawala Teja Singh temple is now open for 
Hindus after 72 Years. Where is the temple located? 
 - Pakistan

 # Which nation has offered to mediate between 
Bangladesh and Myanmar for early repatriation of 
Rohingyas? - Japan

 # The US has approved the sale of 12 multi-mission 
Seahawk helicopters to which  countries?  
 - South Korea

 # The United States has formalized ban on government 
contracts to which Chinese company?   
 - Huawei

 # Which  country recently allowed women to travel 
abroad without approval from a male guardian?  
 - Saudi Arabia

 # PM Modi recently inaugurated Mangdechhu 
hydroelectric power plant in which country?  
 - Bhutan

 # Which country hosted the 28th BASIC Ministerial meeting 
on Climate Change? - Brazil

 # Which country is the largest emitter of SO2, according 
to Greenpeace data? - India

INTERNATIONAL  # Which country hosts the world’s largest SO2 emission 
hotspot? - Russia

 # Which country will be bestowing its highest civilian 
award 'Order of Zaid’ upon Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi? - UAE

 # Saudi Arabia has de-recognized which nation’s PG 
medical programmes? - Pakistan

 # Pakistan has permanently stopped which train’s 
services to India? - Samjhauta express
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SPORTS

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

 # Which minister presented 50 days report card of Modi 
2.0 government? - Prakash Javadekar

 # When is National Broadcasting Day observed every year 
in India? - 23rd July

 # In which city of India amount of pollutant particles of 
ozone has increased almost one and a half times during 
the last one year? - Delhi

 # In which city Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
announced the creation of a museum in memory of all the 
former Prime Ministers? - Delhi

 # When was the 20th anniversary of Kargil Vijay Diwas 
observed? - 26th July

 # Former Union Minister Jaipal Reddy passed away on 
28th July. How many times was Reddy elected to the Lok 
Sabha? - Five

 # When is the International Tiger Day observed globally? 
 - 29th July

 # According to the Tiger Census Report 2018, which state 
of India has the highest tiger presence?   
 - Madhya Pradesh

 # Chandrayaan-2 was launched from which place?  
 - Sriharikota

 # Which country has developed a method to convert Jute 
fibre into Bio-Degradable plastic alternative called 
‘Sonali’? - Bangladesh

 # Which educational institute has launched AI App 
CARE4U for the benefit of senior citizens?  
 - IIT Khadagpur

 # Which research institute has recently found that a 
typical apple carries more than 100m bacteria inside 
it? - Graz University of  
  Technology

 # Researchers have discovered five new species of fish 
in which state? - Arunachal Pradesh

 # The Union Cabinet recently approved to set up the 
ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) in which city? 
 - Moscow

 # How many individuals will be scanned under the 
Human Genome Mapping Project of Government of 
India? - 20,000

 # India’s 1st 3-D Smart Traffic Signal “Intelights” was 
launched in which city? - Mohali

 # IWF has provisionally suspended five athletes belonging 
to which nation? - Russia

 # Which player won 5 gold medals in a single month 
recently? - Hima Das

 # Which cricketer currently holds the number 1 spot in 
ICC Test Rankings? - Virat Kohli 

 # When will World Test Championship begin?  
 - August 1st

 # India’s campaign in the World Test Championship will 
begin with which nation’s tour?   
 - West Indies

 # Who has been announced as the official sponsor of 
Team India? - Byju

 # Which  cricketers will retire after Sri Lanka’s first ODI 
against Bangladesh on July 26?   
 - Lasith Malinga

 # Who won the Gold Medal in 51 kg category of 23rd 
President's Cup Boxing Tournament?   
 - Mary Kom

 # Which city will host the 2020 Khelo India Youth 
Games? - Guwahati

 # Which Indian cricketer was handed an eight-month 
banned after failing the dope test?   
 - Prithvi Shaw

 # Who is the highest run-scorer in T20 cricket?  
 - Virat Kohli

 # Footballer Gabriel Jesus recently received a two-
month international ban. He plays for which country? 
 - Brazil

 # World Archery suspended the Archery Association of 
which  countries? - India

 # Which  cricketer announced his retirement from all 
forms of International cricket in August?  
 - Hashim Amla

 # Who has become the first Indian to win world title in 
motorsports? - Aishwarya Pissay

Yashaswini Deswal has won gold in women's 10meter Air Pistol at ISSF World Cup in  Brazil.

 # According to the Periodic Labour Force Survey 
(PLFS) 2017-18, what is the percentage of India’s 
young people (15-29 years) in the labour force are 
unemployed? - 17.80%

 # Which company would be acquiring 20 percent stake 
in Reliance’s oil refinery and chemical business?  
 - Saudi Aramco
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ABBREVIATIONS IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

ECONOMIC GlOSSARY BOOKS & AUTHORS

01

03

05

02

04

Currency War

A currency war refers to a situation in which 
some nations seek to deliberately depreciate 
the value of their domestic currencies to 
stimulate their economies. Main feature of a 
currency war is that the significant number 
of nations may be simultaneously engaged in 
attempts to devalue their currency. A currency 
devaluation (or weakening) is usually done 
by the central bank to increase the supply 
of the currency in the forex market. The 
term was recently in news as US president 
termed China as currency manipulator. This 
term has been explained using the example of 
China and USA.

China has devalued its yuan, which  will 
result in increasing its supply will allow 
more units of it to be purchased in exchange 
for fewer U.S. dollars. This is a way of 
transferring more of the purchasing power 
to buy Chinese goods away from the hands 
of the local Chinese and into the hands of 
Americans.

If the U.S. weakens the dollar to retaliate 
against China’s yuan devaluation, it will 
enter a currency war. The U.S. President, 
Donald Trump, in fact, signalled his desire 
for a weaker dollar by blaming the U.S. Fed 
for keeping the dollar too strong with its tight 
monetary policy. The last time currency war 
was witnessed during the Great Depression 
of the 1930s, when countries tried to boost 
their economies by devaluing their currencies 
in a retaliatory fashion.

November 05 World Tsunami Day

November 07 National Cancer Awareness Day

November 09 Legal Services Day

November 11 National Education Day

November 14 Children’s Day, Diabetes Day

November 21 World Television Day

NDRC : National Development and Reforms 
Commission

SCOVA : Standing Committee of Voluntary Agencies

CLCS : Credit Linked Capital Subsidy

SAGAR : Security and Growth for All in the Region

SATHI : Sophisticated Analytical and Technical Help 
Institute

A-WEB : Association of World Election Bodies

THE REMAINDER

THE WALL

THE TESTAMENTS

THE YEARS

qUICHOTTE

:- Alia Trabucco Zeran

:- Salman Rushdie

:- Annie Ernaux

:- Margaret Atwood

:- John Lanchester

Shot putter Tejinderpal Singh Toor clinches silver in Czech Republic.
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The PMLA 2002 and its rules came into force on July 
1, 2005. The act defines money laundering offence and 
provides for the freezing, confiscation and seizure of the 
proceeds of crime.
Under the act and its rules, whoever directly 
or indirectly tries to indulge or knowingly 
assist or be a party in any process or activity 
connected with the proceeds of crime and 
projecting it as untainted property shall be 
guilty of money laundering offence.

Shalija Dhami

Indian Air Force’s (IAF) Wing 
Commander Shalija Dhami 

scripted history by becoming 
country’s 1st female officer to be 
appointed as flight commander 
of a flying unit.  She took over 
as flight commander of a Chetak 
helicopter unit at Hindon airbase 
in Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh.
A Flight Commander post 
is 2nd in command of flight 
commander unit which means that Dhami is 2nd in unit 
after commanding officer. Therefore, her elevation in flying 
branch is moving a step closer towards women officers 
commanding units and formations in service.
She is the 1st woman officer of IAF to be given a permanent 
commission for a long tenure. She is a permanent 
commissioning officer of Flying Branch in Indian Air 
Force (IAF) and flies helicopters.  
She is also the 1st women qualified 
flying instructors of Indian Air Force for 
helicopters. In her career of 15 years, Wing 
Commander S Dhami has flown Chetak 
and Cheetah helicopters.  Her promotion 
to Flying Branch is a step towards 
Commanding Unit of Women Officers.  

PK Sinha

Pradeep Kumar Sinha has been appointed as Officer on 
Special Duty (OSD) in PMO on August 30, 2019. He 

has been appointed at this position after the resignation of 
Nripendra Mishra. The announcement came after Principal 
Secretary to the PM expressed his intention to be relieved 
of his assignment.
Pradeep Kumar Sinha is 1977 batch IAS officer of Uttar 
Pradesh Cadre. Nripendra Mishra resigned at a time when 
India’s GDP growth slowed down to more than a five-year 
low of 5% in the June quarter of 2019-20 against 5.8% 

Sunil Gaur

Sunil Gaur, the former 
Delhi HC Judge who 

had rejected Chidambaram’s 
anticipatory bail in the INX 
Media case, has been appointed 
as the Chairperson of the PMLA 
Appellate Tribunal.
Sunil Gaur had dismissed 
former finance minister 
Chidambaram’s bail plea 
calling him the “kingpin or key 
conspirator” in the INX Media corruption case. Gaur 
had also stated that the INX Media case was a classic 
case of money laundering. Gaur had made the ruling 48 
hours before his retirement.
Sunil Gaur was elevated to the High Court in April 2008 
and was designated as a permanent judge on April 11, 
2012. He retired as a judge of the Delhi High Court on 
August 23, 2019.  
During his decade-long career, Gaur handled several high-
profile cases including the AgustaWestland chopper scam 
involving businessman Ratul Puri, nephew of Madhya 
Pradesh CM Kamal Nath, National Herald corruption case, 
money laundering case involving meat exporter Moin 
Qureshi and the INX Media corruption case involving 
former Finance Minister P Chidambaram.
It was Sunil Gaur’s ruling declining protection to 
Chidambaram from arrest by the CBI, which eventually 
paved way for the high drama arrest of the former Union 
Minister. Before that, he had also denied anticipatory bail 
to Ratul Puri.
Justice Sunil Gaur had also passed an order clearing the 
deck for the prosecution of top Congress leaders, including 
Rahul Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi in the National Herald 
case, before his retirement.
Appellate Tribunal
The Appellate Tribunal for Forfeited Property (ATFP) 
was established in 1977. It is one of the oldest and earliest 
tribunals of India. The ATFP is located in Loknayak 
Bhawan, New Delhi.
The Appellate Tribunal for PMLA (AT PMLA) started 
operating out of the premises of ATFP from the year 2009. 
The Appellate Tribunal for PMLA mainly hears appeals 
against the orders passed by Adjudicating Authority under 
PMLA from the year 2009.
The PMLA or the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 
2002 has been put in place to fight money laundering.

IT Ministry has partnered with Google to roll-out 'Build for Digital India' program.
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Robert currently serves as special 
envoy for hostage affairs at the 
State Department and will be 
succeeding John Bolton, who 
departed the NSA post recently 
amid differences with President 
Trump and other top advisers.  

Robert C. O’Brien has assumed 
the high-profile role at a time 
when President Trump faces 
a number of foreign-policy 
challenges, particularly as administration determines how 
to respond to recent attack on Saudi Arabia’s oil industry 
(Saudi Aramco). As President Trump is scheduled to attend 
the United Nations General Assembly in late September, the 
new adviser’s debut on world stage comes quickly after his 
appointment.  

Robert C. O’Brien will be President Trump’s 4th national 
security adviser.  He also served under George W. Bush 
administration at State Department and 
U.S. mission to United Nation.  He was 
a senior foreign policy adviser to former 
Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker and a senior 
adviser to Gov. Mitt Romney in his 2008 as 
well as 2012 presidential campaigns.

Air Marshal RKS Bhadauria

The government has named 
Air Marshal Rakesh Kumar 

Singh Bhadauria as the next Chief 
of the Air Staff. RKS Bhadauria 
is currently the Vice Chief of Air 
Staff. He will take the charge 
when the current Chief of the Air 
Staff BS Dhanoa will retire on 
September 30.  Bhadauria, a pass-
out from the National Defence 
Academy, has 4,250 hours of 
flying experience. He has experience of flying 26 types of 
fighter and transport aircraft.  
Air Marshal RKS Bhadauria has been awarded Param 
Vishisht Seva Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal and Air 
Force Medal. He was commissioned in the fighter stream 
of the Air Force on 15 June 1980. He has also been 
awarded the prestigious Sword of Honour Award. He 
headed the Indian contingent appointed 
as the Deputy-Chief for the deal of 36 
Rafale war aircraft with France. He was 
promoted as Vice Chief of Air Staff in 
May this year.

Assam's Tinsukia becomes India's 4000th station with free Wi-Fi.

in the March quarter. Nripendra 
Mishra was also former Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of India 
(Trai) chairman.

 # PK Sinha is a 1977 batch 
Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) officer of the 
Uttar Pradesh cadre.

 # He served as the Power 
Secretary of India, and was 
the Shipping Secretary of 
India.

 # PK Sinha is an economics graduate 
and holds a postgraduate degree in 
economics.

 # He has served in various key posts in 
both the Government of India and the 
Government of Uttar Pradesh.

Justice P Lakshmana Reddy

Justice P Lakshmana Reddy, 
a retired judge of erstwhile 

Andhra Pradesh High Court 
has been sworn-in as the first 
Lokayukta of Andhra Pradesh. His 
oath to office was administered 
by Governor Biswabhusan 
Hairchandan at a function held in 
Vijayawada. 
Justice P Lakshmana Reddy 
would serve in office of 
Lokayukta for 5 years. He is first Lokayukta to be 
assuming charge since the state bifurcated in 2014.  The 
current YSR Congress government headed by Jagan 
Mohan Reddy amended the Lokayukta Act in recent state 
budget session. This enabled the appointment of a retired 
judge as Lokayukta, paving the way for constituting 
corruption-probing body.  
The legislation establishing Lokayukta is part of state 
government policy to provide transparent and corruption-
free governance. Lokayukta is an anti-
corruption ombudsman organization in 
states. A Lokayukta investigates allegations 
of corruption and irregularities against 
officials and is tasked with speedy redressal 
of public grievances.

Robert O’Brien

US President Donald Trump has named Robert C. 
O’Brien as his new National Security Adviser (NSA). 
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elite and prestigious 
Eminent Engineer 
Award for Year 2019 by 
Institution of Engineers 
(India). He is chosen for 
his distinguished and 
exemplary Service in 
field of Engineering and 
Technology. The award 
shall be conferred to him 
on Engineers Day observed on 15 September 2019 in New 
Delhi.  
He is an IIT Graduate and MBA from one of Premier 
Business Institute of India. His enormous contributions and 
dedicated service to nation as an eminent technocrat has 
been instrumental in transforming Central Public Works 
Department (CPWD), premier engineering organisation of 
central government.  
Institution of Engineers (India) is the national organization 
of engineers in India. It was established on 13 September 
1920 in Kolkata (West Bengal).  It is acclaimed to have 
pioneered non-formal education in engineering.  It has 
over 1 million members in 15 engineering 
disciplines in 114 centers or chapters 
in India and overseas. With this many 
participants it is world’s largest multi-
disciplinary engineering professional 
society in engineering and technology 
world.

Tenzing Norgay National Adventure 
Award 2018

IPS Officer Aparna 
Kumar will be 

honoured with the 
Tenzing Norgay National 
Adventure Award 2018 
in the ‘Land adventure’ 
category. The names of 
the winners of Tenzing 
Norgay National 
Adventure Awards 2018 
were announced by the government on August 27, 2019.
Aparna Kumar is a 2002 batch IPS officer from the Uttar 
Pradesh Cadre. She is currently posted as DIG in the Indo 
Tibetan Police Force at Dehradun. Aparna Kumar is the 
first IPS officer to be honoured with the prestigious Tenzing 
Norgay National Adventure Award 2018.
Following is the full list of winners:
1. Aparna Kumar - Land Adventure category

Yoga Awards 2019

National Yoga 
Awards 2019 

were conferred by PM 
Narendra Modi. Awards 
were given away for 
outstanding contribution 
for promotion and 
development of Yoga. 
However, names of 
winners were announced 
during the International Day of Yoga, 2019.
Apart from this, PM Modi has also launched 10 AYUSH 
Health and Wellness Centres in Haryana. Ministry of 
Ayush has promised to construct 12,500 AYUSH Health 
and Wellness Centres across the country.
Winners of Yoga Awards 2019

 # Bihar School of Yoga, Munger (National Category)
 # Swami Rajarshi Muni of Life Mission (Individual 

Category)
 # Japan Yoga Niketan (International Category)
 # Antonietta Rozzi, Italy (Individual-International 

category) 
Winners of 2018 Yoga Awards are Vishwas Mandalik, 
Nasik (Individual- National category) and  the Yoga 
Institute, Mumbai (Organisation – National category).
Other highlights

 # Twelve commemorative postal stamps were also 
released by PM Modi to honour eminent practitioners, 
scholars, and Great Master Healers of AYUSH 
Systems.

 # The achievements of the Great Master Healers of 
AYUSH Systems have been highlighted through these 
commemorative postal stamps. 

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched 10 state-
of-the-art AYUSH Health and Wellness Centres in 
Haryana

 # These Ayush centers will empower 
society for self care by imbibing 
AYUSH based healthy food and 
lifestyle, social behaviour and use of 
medicinal plants for primary health 
care.

Eminent Engineer Award-2019

Prabhakar Singh, Director General, Central Public 
Works Department (CPWD) has been chosen for 

SEBI announces reward of Rs 1 crore to insider trading informants.
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List of Winners
Golden Lion For Best Film To: ‘Joker’ Directed By Todd 
Phillips 
Silver Lion- Grand Jury Prize To: ‘An Officer And A 
Spy’ By Roman Polanski 
Silver Lion- Award For Best Director To: Roy Andersson 
For ‘About Endlessness’ 
Volpi Cup For Best Actress: Ariane Ascaride In ‘Gloria 
Mundi’ (A French Domestic Drama) 
Volpi Cup For Best Actor: Luca Marinelli In ‘Martin 
Eden’ 
Best Screenplay Award To: ‘No. 7 Cherry Lane’, Written 
And Directed By Yonfan 
Special Jury Prize To: ‘The Mafia Is No 
Longer What It Used To Be’, Directed By 
Franco Maresco
Marcello Mastroianni Award For Young 
Actor To: ‘Toby Wallace In Babyteeth’, 
Directed By Shannon Murphy

Dr Kalam Smriti International 
Excellence Award 2019

Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh Sheikh 

Hasina has been 
conferred with Dr Kalam 
Smriti International 
Excellence Award 2019 
in Dhaka. She received 
the prestigious award 
for vision of a peaceful 
and prosperous South 
Asia, free of tension, conflicts and terrorism. 

The award also acknowledged her contribution in fostering 
cooperation between India and Bangladesh.  PM Sheikh 
Hasina was handed over the award by Chief Adviser of Dr 
Kalam Smriti International Advisory Council and former 
Ambassador T.P. Sreenivasan.  

The award was introduced in 2015. It has been instituted 
in memory of former President of India Dr. A.P.J. Abdul 
Kalam. It is annual award and is conferred every year to 
honour statesmen or leaders who have 
shown excellence in respective fields to 
achieve best for their countries. Since 2015, 
Presidents of the Maldives, Ghana and 
Mauritius has also received the prestigious 
award.

2. Late Shri Dipankar Ghosh- Land Adventure category
3. Manikandan K - Land Adventure category
4. Prabhat Raju Koli – Water Adventure category
5. RameshwerJangra - Air Adventure
6. Wangchuk Sherpa - Life Time Achievement
Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Awards
The Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Awards are the 
highest national awards for adventure sports in India, at par 
with the Arjuna award.
The Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Awards are 
conferred annually to recognize the achievements of the 
people in the field of adventure on land, sea and air and to 
encourage young people to develop endurance, undertake 
risks, be a team player and demonstrate quick, ready and 
effective reflexes in situations that are challenging. The 
awards also aim to provide an incentive to the young people 
for getting exposed to the adventure activities.
The Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Awards are 
conferred in four categories - Land Adventure, Water 
Adventure, Air Adventure and Life Time Achievement. 
The awards were conferred by the government based on 
the recommendations of the National Selection Committee. 
The committee chaired by Secretary (Youth Affairs) had 
experts from the field of adventure as members.
The Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Awards 2018 will 
be presented along with other sports awards 
by President Ram Nath Kovind on August 
29, 2019 on the occasion of National Sports 
day at Rashtrapati Bhavan. The awardees 
will receive statuettes, certificates and cash 
prize worth Rs. 5 lakh each.

76th Venice International Film 
Festival Awards

76th Venice 
International Film 

Festival was, held at 
Venice Lido in Venice, 
Italy from 28 August 7 
September 2019. The 
Festival was organised 
by La Biennale di 
Venezia and is officially 
recognised by FIAPF or 
the International Federation of Film Producers Association. 
The awards were founded in 1932.
It is the 76th edition of the world’s oldest film festival. Venezia 
76 Jury is chaired by Lucrecia Martel, film director, Argentina.

Former Uttarakhand Chief Minister Bhagat Singh Koshyari will be the new Governor of 
Maharashtra.
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IIFA Awards 2019

Director Meghna 
Gulzar's Raazi 

claimed Best Film 
Award while Alia Bhatt 
bagged Best Actress 
Award for the film. The 
film Raazi won four 
awards Andhadhun and  
Padmaavat received two 
awards for each film. 
The Best Actor (Male) Award was received by Ranveer 
Singh for the film Padmaavat.  Ishan Khattar was awarded 
the Best Debut (Male) Award for the film Dhadak, while 
Sara Ali Khan was awarded the Best Debut Female for the 
film Kedarnath. This was the 20th edition of IIFA Awards. 
Actress Alia Bhatt and actor Vicky Kaushal's film Raazi 
received the award for the Best Film. This film is the story 
of an Indian detective and the role was played by Alia Bhatt.
IIFA Awards 2019 winners:  
Best Actor (Male): Ranveer Singh for Padmaavat  
Best Actor (Female): Alia Bhatt for Raazi  
Best Film: Raazi  
Best Director: Sriram Raghavan for Andhadhun  
Best Story Award: AndhaDhun.  
Best Supporting Actor (Female): Aditi Rao Hydari for 
Padmaavat  
Best Supporting Actor (Male): Vicky Kaushal for Sanju  
Best Lyrics: Amitabh Bhattacharya for Dhadak  
Best Playback Singer (Male): Arijit Singh for Ae Watan 
from Raazi  
Best Debut Award (Female): Sara Ali Khan for Kedarnath  
Best Debut Award (Male): Ishaan Khatter for Dhadak  
20 Years Best Actor (Female): Deepika Padukone  
Best Playback Singer (Female): Harshdeep Kaur and 
Vibha Saraf for Dilbaro from Raazi  
Outstanding performance by a director in last 20 years: 
Rajkumar Hirani for Sanju  

20 Years Best Actor (Male): Ranbir Kapoor.  
Best Music: Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety  
Best music in the last 20 years: Pritam  
Best film of the past 20 years: Kaho Na 
Pyaar Hai  
Lifetime Achievement Award: Legendary 
actor and comedian Jagdeep Jaffery

Global Gatekeepers Award

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 

has been honoured 
with the Global 
Gatekeepers Award 
for his leadership 
in India's Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan by 
Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation.  The 
foundation stated that Narendra Modi is receiving the 
award at the Goalkeepers Global Goals Awards for the 
progress India has made in improving sanitation, as a part 
of its drive towards the achievement of UN's Sustainable 
Development Goals.
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is one of the ambitious projects that 
was introduced during PM Modi’s first term as the Prime 
Minister of India.  The project was launched on October 
2, 2014, on the occasion of Gandhi’s birth anniversary.  
The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan aims to make India 'Open 
Defecation Free' by 2019. Many states including Haryana, 
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Kerala and Sikkim have already declared themselves to be 
ODF.
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is a private 
foundation owned by Microsoft founder 
Bill Gates and his wife Melinda Gates. 
Bill Gates had previously even praised PM 
Modi for the launch of Ayushman Bharat 
scheme, the healthcare scheme that aims 
to provide free healthcare to over 10 crore 
people.

Former Union Minister Arif Mohammed Khan will the governor of Kerala.
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Arun Jaitley

Former finance minister and 
senior BJP leader Arun Jaitley 

passed away at the age of 66 on 
24 August 2019, a week after he 
was admitted to AIIMS following 
complaints of breathlessness and 
restlessness.
Arun Jaitley was unwell for a 
large part of the last two years. 
In 2018, Arun Jaitley underwent 
a kidney transplant surgery, 
following which he was put under isolation. Four years 
earlier, in 2014, Arun Jaitley underwent a bariatric surgery 
to address the excess weight he had gained due to diabetes.
During the Narendra Modi government's first term in 
office, Arun Jaitley was seen as the prime minister's 'go-
to' man. Jaitley was the one to take on the responsibilities 
of temporarily handling ministries other than his primary 
portfolio of finance.
As finance minister, Arun Jaitley presented all of the 
Narendra Modi government 1.0's budgets. However, due 
to his ill health, he was unable to present the 2019 Interim 
Budget, which was instead presented by his colleague 
Piyush Goyal.
After the Bharatiya Janata Party's victory in the 2014 
Lok Sabha election, Arun Jaitley wrote to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi requesting that he not be given any 
responsibilities in the new government as he wanted to 
focus on his health.
A lawyer by profession, Arun Jaitley was among the leaders 
who were jailed by the Indira Gandhi government during 
the Emergency. He was a student leader at the time.
After being released from jail, Arun Jaitley joined active 
politics as a member of the Jan Sangh and rose through the 
ranks of the organisation, which later became the BJP.
A lawyer by profession, Arun Jaitley also served on the 
Atal Bihari Vajapyee cabinet. Between 2009 and 2019, 
when the BJP sat in the Opposition benches, Arun Jaitley 
served as the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha. 
Arun Jaitley is survived by his wife and two children.
He was elevated to a Cabinet Minister in November 
2000 and was made simultaneously the Minister of Law, 
Justice and Company Affairs and Shipping. He was the 
first Minister of Shipping following the bifurcation of the 
Ministry of Surface Transport.
Arun Jaitley was born on 28 December 1952 at New Delhi. 
His father Maharaj Kishen Jaitley was a lawyer and mother 

Ratan Prabha Jaitley a housewife. 
He studied at St. Xavier's School, Delhi from 1957–69. He 
graduated with a honours degree in commerce, BCom from 
Shri Ram College of Commerce, New Delhi in 1973. He 
passed his LLB degree from the Faculty of Law, University 
of Delhi, in 1977.

Kanchan Chaudhary Bhattacharya

Kanchan Chaudhary 
Bhattacharya, the first 

woman Director General of 
Police (DGP), passed away 
following an illness in Mumbai 
on August 26, 2019. Kanchan 
Chaudhary Bhattacharya was a 
1973 batch IPS officer. She made 
history when she was appointed 
the DGP of Uttarakhand in the 
year 2004.
She took a plunge into politics after retirement by contesting the 
2014 Lok Sabha election. She contested Lok Sabha elections 
on an Aam Aadmi Party's ticket from Haridwar constituency.

 # Kanchan Chaudhary Bhattacharya was the second 
woman IPS officer in the country after Kiran Bedi. She 
completed her PG degree in English Literature from IP 
College, Delhi University.

 # She was appointed as first women Deputy General 
Inspector of Police in Uttar Pradesh. Later, she was 
promoted to the first women IG of UP Police.

 # She had 33 years of career span and handled various 
sensitive cases like Syed Modi muder case in 1987 and 
Reliance-Bombay Dyeing case.

 # She was awarded with President's Medal for long and 
meritorious services in 1989 and Rajiv Gandhi Award 
in 2004 for excellent all round performance and as an 
outstanding woman achiever.

Robert Mugabe

Robert Mugabe, former 
Zimbabwe President 

passed away at the age of 95 
on September 6, 2019. Robert 
Mugabe had ruled Zimbabwe 
for almost four decades before 
he was ousted from power in 
a military coup two years ago. 
Robert Mugabe passed away in 
a hospital in Singapore, where 
he had been received medical 
treatment since April 2019.
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 # He took 368 wickets in his international cricket career.
 # He played his first cricket Test against England on 14 

December 1977 in Lahore.
 # He played his first ODI against New Zealand on 11 

June 1983 in Birmingham, England.
 # He played his last Test match against West Indies 

on 06 December 1990 in Lahore. He played the last 
ODI International against Sri Lanka in Sharjah on 02 
November 1993.

Ram Jethmalani

Senior Supreme Court lawyer 
Ram Jethmalani passed 

away on September 8, 2019. 
He was 95. Jethmalani was a 
former minister for Law and 
Urban Development in the Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee Cabinet. He also 
served as the chairman of the Bar 
Council of India.  Jethmalani, a 
criminal lawyer par excellence, 
fought several high-profile cases. 
In his early career, he fought a famous case KM Nanavati 
Vs State of Maharashtra in 1959. Later, in 2011 he fought 
multi-crore 2G scam cases. Among the famous cases that 
he fought are Hawala Scam, Arun Jaitely defamation case 
against Arvind Kejriwal, Fodder Scam case, Sahara-SEBI 
case, etc.  In 2017, he announced retirement from the legal 
profession.  
Ram Jethmalani was born on 14 September 1923. He 
received his LLB degree from Bombay University at the 
age of 17. He also did LL.M. from the same Bombay 
university. He fought several high-profile and controversial 
case like the case of Rajiv Gandhi's killers, defended Indira 
Gandhi's killers, Ketan Parekh's scam case, L K Advani's 
Hawala scandal, Manu Sharma's in Jessica Lal murder 
case. Defended Amit Shah in Sohrabuddin fake encounter 
case, Kanimozhi's defence in 2G spectrum case. Defended 
Baba Ramdev, on use of force on the followers of Baba 
Ramdev at Ramlila grounds, Asaram Bapu's in a sexual 
assault case. 
He started his political career during the emergency period 
but became Member of Parliament in 1977 by defeating 
the serving Law Minister H. R. Gokhale from Bombay. 
He became a member of Rajya Sabha in 1988. He became 
Minister of Law, Justice and Company Affairs in 1996 
in the  Atal Bihari Vajpayee government. He served as a 
Union Minister of Urban Affairs and Employment in 1998. 
He was the winner of International Jurist Award and World 
Peace Through Law Award.

Robert Mugabe had ruled Zimbabwe since its independence 
from the British rule in 1980. Mugabe will be remembered 
as a key figure in Africa’s liberation movement and 
struggle against colonialism. Mugabe held on to his power 
for nearly four decades, until he was ousted in a coup by 
his own army.
Robert Mugabe, born on February 21, 1924, entered 
politics in 1960. He was jailed four years later for opposing 
the British rule. During his jail term, Mugabe’s infant son 
passed away due to malaria in Ghana in 1966 and Mugabe 
was denied parole to attend his funeral.
Following his release from jail, Robert Mugabe rose to the 
top of the Zimbabwe African National Liberation Army 
guerrilla movement. He had earned the reputation as the 
“thinking man's guerrilla".
Robert Mugabe served as the Prime Minister of Zimbabwe 
from 1980- 1987 and as the President from 1987 to 2017. 
He belonged to the Zimbabwe African National Union-
Patriotic Front (ZANU–PF).
Mugabe was known as the champion of racial reconciliation 
when he first assumed power in a nation that was divided 
by nearly a century of white colonial rule.
However, after 2000, his health started deteriorating and 
the economy of Zimbabwe started seeing a downfall. 
Many people had come to see Mugabe as power-obsessed, 
as someone who would rig elections and let the economy 
take a downfall due to his unrelenting pursuit of power. 
Zimbabwe witnessed unrest, an increase in poverty and 
hyperinflation during this period.

Abdul Qadir

Veteran leg-spinner of 
Pakistan’s cricket team 

Abdul Qadir passed away after 
suffering a cardiac arrest in 
Lahore on September 6, 2019. 
About Abdul Qadir

 # Abdul Qadir was born on 15 
September 1955 in Lahore, 
Pakistan.

 # He played 67 Test matches and 104 ODIs for Pakistan.
 # He took 236 wickets in Test matches and 132 wickets 

in ODIs. He was counted as the world's leading leg-
spinner between 1977 and 1993.

 # He retired from international cricket in the year 1993.
 # He started doing cricket commentary after retirement 

from international cricket and was also the chief 
selector of Pakistan team.

Kalraj Mishra has been appointed as Governor of Rajasthan.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Karnataka gets first rank 
in the SARAL Index.

PM Modi conferred with 
Order of  Zayed, launches 

RuPay card in UAE.

Government bans single-
use plastic items.

PM held delegation level talks with 
Zambian President      21 August' 19

Prime Minister 
N a r e n d r a 
Modi held 

a delegation-level 
talks with Zambian 
President Edgar 
Chagwa Lungu in 
New Delhi.  The 
delegation-level talks 
were preceded by a 
bilateral meeting between the two leaders. 
During the talks, Prime Minister Modi and President Lungu 
reviewed the entire gamut of bilateral relations and cover 
issues of regional and international interest.
The discussion mainly focused on cooperation in defence, 
security, geology and mineral resources, energy, health, 
education, infrastructure, trade and investment-related 
issues. Several agreements were also signed after the talks.  
Earlier, President Lungu arrived in the national capital on a 
three-day visit to India. The visiting dignitary was accorded 
a ceremonial reception at Rashtrapati Bhawan this morning. 
He was received by President Ram Nath Kovind and Prime 
Minister Modi at the forecourts of Rashtrapati Bhawan. 
President Lungu's visit will provide an opportunity to 
further energize India's mutually beneficial partnership with 
Zambia. Capacity building continues to be an important 
aspect of India's engagement with Zambia.
The two countries enjoy close and friendly bilateral 
relations. The bilateral trade between India 
and Zambia has grown steadily.
With investments of over 5 billion US 
dollars, India is one of the largest investor 
in Zambia.

Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan has been appointed of Governor of Telangana.

Karnataka gets first rank in the 
SARAL Index      21 August' 19

Union Minister of State for Power and New & 
Renewable Energy (IC) and Skill Development 
& Entrepreneurship, RK Singh, launched the 

State Rooftop Solar Attractiveness Index–SARAL in New 
Delhi.  The State of Karnataka has been placed at the first 
rank in the Index that evaluates Indian states based on 
their attractiveness for rooftop development. Telangana, 
Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh have got 2nd, 3rd and 4th rank 
respectively.
SARAL has been designed collaboratively by the Ministry 
of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Shakti Sustainable 
Energy Foundation (SSEF), Associated Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) and 
Ernst & Young (EY). It was launched during the Review 
Planning and Monitoring (RPM) Meeting with States and 
State Power Utilities. SARAL currently captures five key 
aspects –

 # robustness of policy framework
 # implementation environment
 # investment climate
 # consumer experience
 # business ecosystem

It encourages each state to assess the initiatives taken so far, 
and what it can do to improve its solar rooftop ecosystem. 
This will help states to channelize investments that can 
eventually help the sector grow.  In addition, such an 
exercise is likely to create a more conducive environment 
for solar rooftop installations, encourage investment and 
lead to accelerated growth of the sector.
The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has 
set a target of 175 GW of renewable energy capacity by 
2022, of which 100 GW solar power is to be operational 
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3.  Enhancement of DBT Portal to include scheme/village-
wise details by collecting real time information from 
respective portals of beneficiary-oriented schemes to 
give village level DBT fund transfer & benefits.

4.  Innovative solution of encrypted QR Code on Aadhaar 
card for verifying antecedents of marine fishermen. 
States to get the print-outs taken or cards made within 
a month at Government initiative, so that everyone has 
Aadhaar card with latest QR Code and foreign national 
don’t enter Indian territory unauthorizedly through 
fishing boats.

5. Detailed monitoring mechanism to ensure that 
investigation and trial of sexual offences/rape against 
girls below 12 years of age are completed within two 
months (POCSO Act and Criminal Law (Amendment) 
Act, 2018] each. 

The five Zonal Councils - Western, Eastern, Northern, 
Southern and Central - were set up under the States 
Reorganization Act, 1956 to foster Inter-State co-operation 
and co-ordination among the States. The Zonal Councils 
are mandated to discuss and make recommendations on 
any matter of common interest in the field of economic 
and social planning, border disputes, linguistic minorities, 
or inter-State transport etc. They are regional fora of 
cooperative endeavour for States linked with each other 
economically, politically and culturally. Being compact 
high-level bodies, specially meant for 
looking after the interests of respective 
Zones, they are capable of focusing 
attention on specific issues taking into 
account regional factors, while keeping the 
national perspective in view.

PM Modi conferred with Order of 
Zayed, launches RuPay card in UAE      

24 August' 19

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
was conferred 

with the Order 
of Zayed, UAE’s 
highest civilian 
award on August 24, 
2019. The honour 
was bestowed upon 
the Prime Minister by UAE Crown Prince, Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan.
The United Arab Emirates had announced its decision to 
honour Prime Minister Modi with its highest decoration, 

by March 2022, of which 40 GW is expected to come from 
grid connected solar rooftops. The Indian Grid Connected 
Rooftop PV (GRPV) segment is slowly gaining momentum 
with substantial interest from entrepreneurs, developers, 
financial institutions, development banks, 
end users and government entities. On a very 
positive note, rooftop solar PV has already 
achieved grid parity for commercial and 
industrial consumers and is fast becoming 
attractive for residential consumers as well.

Amit Shah chairs the 24th Meeting 
of Western Zonal Council at Panaji      

22 August' 19

Union Minister 
for Home 
Affairs, Amit 

Shah chaired the 24th 
meeting of the Western 
Zonal Council at 
Panaji (Goa). Other 
Dignitaries attending 
the meeting included 
Chief Minister Gujarat, Shri Vijay Rupani, CM Maharashtra, 
Shri Devendra Fadnavis, CM Goa, Dr. Pramod Sawant and 
Administrator of the Union Territories of Daman & Diu and 
Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Praful Patel and senior officers from 
the Central and State Governments.
The Home Minister stated that the West Zone has been 
instrumental in giving impetus to the Indian economy as 
the States of the Zone are contributing around 24% to the 
GDP and 45% to the total exports of the country.  Hence, all 
the pending issues between the States and the Centre need 
to be resolved on priority through the medium of Western 
Zonal Council.  He further lauded the States in the Zone for 
excellent work and for being harbingers in the cooperative 
sector.  The States in Zone have been a big exporter of sugar, 
cotton, groundnut and fish and contributing immensely to 
the economic development of the country. 
The Council reviewed the progress of implementation of 
the recommendations made at the last meeting. The Council 
among others focused on the following issues:
1.  Action on the Master Plan submitted by Maharashtra 

Government for utilization of surplus Salt Pan Land 
for rehabilitation of slum dwellers was discussed at 
length.  

2.  Coverage of all villages which have hitherto remained 
without any banking facilities within 5 km radial 
distance by a Bank/India Post Payments Service. 

Aditabh Gupta of Delhi won the gold in the 16th National Ice Skating Championships held in 
Gurugram.
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Phoebe Waller-Bridge will be honoured with the British Artist of the Year award.

Zayed medal on April 4, 2019. The gulf nation decided to 
honour the PM with its highest civilian award to recognise 
his "pivotal role" in strengthening ties between the two 
nations.
The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Mohammed Bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan had tweeted then saying, "We have historical 
and comprehensive strategic ties with India, reinforced by 
the pivotal role of my dear friend, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who gave these relations a big boost. In appreciation 
of his efforts, the UAE President grants him the Zayed 
Medal.”
The Zayed Medal is the highest civilian decoration of the 
UAE, which is awarded to kings, presidents and heads of 
states. The medal has been previously conferred to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
and Queen of the United Kingdom Elizabeth II.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi officially 
launched the RuPay card in the UAE on 
August 24, 2019 at the Emirates Palace, 
Abu Dhabi. With this, UAE has become the 
first gulf country where the Indian RuPay 
card has been launched.

International Coalition for Disaster 
Resilient Infrastructure received 

Cabinet approval      29 August' 19

The International Coalition for Disaster Resilient 
Infrastructure (CDRI) has received approval from 
Union Cabinet. The Cabinet, chaired by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, approved the establishment of 
CDRI along with its supporting Secretariat Office in New 
Delhi. PM Modi had earlier given his approval to the 
project on August 13, 2019.
The Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure is 
proposed to be launched at the UN Climate Action 
Summit in New York, US on September 23, 2019. The 
climate summit, organized by the UN Secretary-General, 
will bring together the largest number of heads of states 
to generate consensus and commitment to fight against 
adverse effects of climate change and resulting disasters. 
Hence, the event will provide the high-level visibility 
required for the CDRI.
The Union Cabinet has given the following approvals:

 # Establishment of the International ‘CDRI’ along with 
its supporting Secretariat office in New Delhi.

 # The memorandum of association and by-laws of the 
‘CDRI Society’ will be prepared and finalized by the 
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA).

 # Approval for government support to the tune of Rs 480 
crore to CDRI to fund research projects.

 # Formation of a charter document that will act as the 
founding document of the CDRI. 

The Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure will 
benefit all sections of the society, especially the weaker 
sections including women and children, 
who are the most vulnerable to disasters. 
These sections will now benefit from the 
improvement of knowledge and practice in 
creating disaster-resilient infrastructure.

Rs 47,436 crore for afforestation to 
various states      30 August' 19

The Union 
Ministry of 
Environment 

has released Rs 
47,436 crore of 
CAMPA funds 
to various states 
for afforestation 
projects. The 
transferred funds will not affect the state budget for forests, 
it will be an additional fund. The funds were handed over 
by Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar.
The Environment Ministry has released the additional fund 
to the states to give a boost to forestry activities to achieve 
the objectives of the Nationally-Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) of increasing forest and tree cover. The increase in 
forest and tree cover will create an additional carbon sink 
equivalent to 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide by 
the year 2030.

The Supreme Court ordered for the establishment of 
Compensatory Afforestation Fund and Compensatory 
Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority 
(CAMPA) in 2001. This was after the top court observed 
that the funds collected for afforestation were underutilized 
by the states.

The court ordered for central pooling of funds under 
the Compensatory Afforestation Fund. The National 
Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and 
Planning Authority (National CAMPA) was set up to 
manage the fund.

In 2009, states set up State CAMPAs, 
which receive 10 percent of the funds from 
National CAMPA for afforestation and 
forest conservation activities.
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Centre Govt commissions a project 
to study microbial diversity in Ganga      

30 August' 19

The Central Government has recently commissioned 
an Rs. 9.3 Cr study to review microbial diversity 
along with the entire length of the Ganga. 

Researchers believe that the stretch of 2,500 km long river 
contains microbes that may promote ‘antibiotic resistance’.
The project will be undertaken by the National Environmental 
Engineering Research Institute (NEERI), (Nagpur), Motilal 
Nehru Institute of Technology (Allahabad), and Sardar 
Patel Institute of Science & Technology (Gorakhpur) along 
with genome sequencing start-ups - Phixgen and Xcelris 
Labs. This project is expected to be completed in the next 
two years.
Objective of the project is:

 # To indicate the type of "contamination" in the river;
 # To identify "threat to human health" from antibiotic 

resistance;
 # To identify the sources of a type of bacteria living in 

the gut of animals and humans, called the Escherichia 
Coli.

Antibiotic Resistance is when bacteria develop the ability 
to survive exposure to antibiotics designed to kill them. 
According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), it is 
one of the biggest threats to global health, food security, 
and development. Antibiotic resistance results in longer 
hospital stay, higher medical costs and increased mortality 
rates. Antibiotics can dissolve in the soil, water and the 
environment at large, giving microbes 
further opportunity to build up resistance. 
The United States has recently published 
a report, it was mentioned that the rise in 
antibiotic resistance could kill 10 million 
people by 2050 in India.

Campaign Angikaar and e-Course 
on Vulnerability Atlas Launched 

30 August' 19

Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Housing 
and Urban Affairs, Hardeep Puri has launched 
campaign ‘Angikaar’ for change management on 

August 20, 2019. The campaign has been launched according 
to the vision of PM Narendra Modi.

The objective of Angikaar is to bring social behaviour 
change with special focus on waste management, 

water and energy 
conservation, tree 
plantation, sanitation, 
health and hygiene. 
Beneficiaries of 
different government 
schemes under 
Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana - PMAY 
(Urban) will be covered through community mobilization 
and other activities.
About Campaign Angikaar

 # The campaign will converge with schemes and 
Missions of other Ministries dealing with the subjects 
decided under Angikaar. 

 # The convergence would especially focus on Ujjwala 
for gas connection and Ayushman Bharat for health 
insurance to the beneficiaries of PMAY (U).

 # Angikaar Campaign aims at reaching out all the 
beneficiaries of PMAY (U) beneficiaries.

 # This newly announced scheme will be initiated in 
all target cities on October 2, 2019 observing 150th 
Gandhi Jayanti.

 # Various awareness activities like door-to-door 
campaign, ward and city level events will be organized.

E-course on Vulnerability Atlas
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs also launched the 
e-course on Vulnerability Atlas in collaboration with the 
School of Planning & Architecture (SPA), New Delhi. It 
provides a unique course to understand natural hazards, 
helps identify regions with high vulnerability with respect 
to various hazards (cyclones, floods, earthquakes, landslides 
etc.) and specifies the district-wise level of damage risks to 
the existing housing stock.
This e-course will work as a tool for effective 
and efficient disaster management in the 
field of Civil Engineering, Architecture, 
Urban and Regional Planning, Construction 
Engineering and Management, Housing 
and Infrastructure Planning and Building 
Materials Research.

CBI's first national conference on Cyber 
Crime Investigation held      06 Sep' 19

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) organized 
the first National Conference on Cyber Crime 
Investigation and Cyber Forensics on September 

4-5, 2019. The conference was inaugurated by CBI Director 
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Union Minister of Information & Broadcasting Prakash Javadekar unveils new logo of Central Board 
of Film Certification (CBFC) and new design of Film Certificate.

Rishi Kumar Shukla. 
The conference 
had several panel 
discussions, lectures 
and presentations 
on various topics of 
law enforcement. 
Cyber Forensics 
was including Social 
Media, Mobile/Digital Forensics, online harming including 
child sexual abuse, establishing standard formats for 
data exchange between service providers and LEAs and 
Intermediary liability.
Criminal activities involving computer technology and a 
networked device come under cyber crime. Objectives of 
cybercrime can vary depending on the motive behind it. It 
has been seen that some cases of cybercrimes are carried 
out against computers or devices directly to damage or 
disable them, while others use computers or networks 
to spread malware, illegal information 
or other materials. Internet frauds, 
ransomware attack, stealing financial 
account or payment information are some 
other examples of modern-day cybercrime.

Government bans single-use plastic 
items      10 Sep' 19

Si n g l e - u s e 
plastic items 
will be banned 

in India from October 
2, 2019. India is set to 
impose a nation-wide 
ban on single-use 
plastic on October 2, 
2019, on the occasion 
of the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. Six 
single-use plastic items will be scrapped with effect from 
the day including plastic bags, straws, cups, plates, small 
bottles and certain types of sachets. The ban will cover 
manufacturing, usage and import of such items.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who has set the goal to make 
India free of single-use plastics by 2022, had appealed to 
the nation to stop the use of single-use plastic in his speech 
on India’s Independence Day. The Union Government is 
expected to launch a nation-wide campaign against single-
use plastic in the second week of September.
Single-use plastic is a form of plastic that is disposable, 
which is only used once and then has to be thrown away 
or recycled.

As only 1-13 percent of the plastic items are recyclable, the rest 
ends up either buried in the land or water bodies, eventually 
reaching the oceans, leading to polluting of water bodies and 
killing of marine life. India in the first phase of its campaign 
against single-use plastic will spread nation-wide awareness 
about harmful effects of single-use plastic. In the second 
phase, the government agencies will collect all the single-use 
plastic items and they will be recycled in the last phase.
The government will be introducing 
penalties for violation of the single-use 
plastic ban but the penalties are expected 
to come into effect six months after the 
ban, in order to give people time to adopt 
alternatives to the single-use plastic items.

Three-member panel to oversee 
bifurcation of J&K      11 Sep' 19   

The Union Government has formed a three-member 
panel to oversee the implementation of bifurcation 
of Jammu and Kashmir into two Union Territories. 

This will be a advisory committee and will be headed 
by former defence secretary Sanjay Mitra. The members 
of the committee include retired IAS officer Arun Goyal 
and retired Indian Civil Accounts Service officer Giriraj 
Prasad. The 3-member committee will have to oversee 
the distribution of assets and liabilities between the Union 
Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. 
The Union Territory status will come into effect from 
October 31. The committee will initially have a term of 
six months and it will get extended further if needed. The 
Central government has constituted the advisory committee 
by exercising the powers conferred by Section 84 and 
Section 85 of the J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019.
The Section 85 of the J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019 states 
that the centre has the power to constitute committees 
to oversee the matters of apportionment of assets, rights 
and liabilities of the companies and corporations of 
the newly created Union Territories. The Section 84 
of the J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019 states that assets 
and liabilities of Jammu and Kashmir will have to be 
distributed among the two Union Territories. The Jammu 
and Kashmir Reorganization Bill 2019 was passed by 
the Indian Parliament in August 2019. The bill proposed 
bifurcation of the state into two Union Territories – Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh. The centre also revoked the 
special status of Jammu and Kashmir by 
withdrawing Article 370 of the Indian 
constitution. Though Jammu and Kashmir 
will have its legislative assembly, Ladakh 
will be directly governed by the centre.
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Mega farmers welfare schemes 
launched by PM      11 Sep' 19

National Animal Disease Control programme and 
Artificial Insemination Programme launched by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi from Mathura. He 

also participated in the “Swacchata hi Sewa” programme 
in the same region.
National Animal Disease Control Programme aimed at 
doubling farmers’ income, eradicating Foot and Mouth 
Disease and Brucellosis in livestock. The programme aims 
at vaccinating over 500 Million Livestock against the Foot 
and Mouth Disease with 100 Percent funding from the 
Central Government of Rs 12,652 crores for a period of 
five years till 2024.
Livestock including cattle, buffalo, sheep, goats and 
pigs against the disease. National Artificial Insemination 
Programme and Babugarh Sex Semen facility were 
also launched by PM Modi. Nationwide 
workshops in Krishi Vigyan Kendras in 
all 687 Districts of India on vaccination, 
disease management, artificial insemination 
and productivity were also launched.

DRDO flight tests Man Portable Anti-
Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM) 

12 Sep' 19

Defence Research 
and Development 
Org. (DRDO), 

has successfully flight 
tested Man Portable 
Antitank Guided Missile 
(MPATGM) in ranges 
of Kurnool in Andhra 
Pradesh (AP). The missile 
has been developed indigenously and has low weight with fire 
and forget capability.
The missile was launched from a man portable Tripod 
launcher and target was mimicking a functional tank. All 
the mission objectives were met as missile hit the target in 
top attack mode and destroyed it with precision. This is 3rd 
series of successful testing of MPATGM. This test paves 
way for Indian Army to have developed 3rd generation 
MPATGM indigenously. 
This missile is derived from Nag Anti-Tank Guided Missile 
of India. It has been developed by Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) in partnership with 
Indian defence contractor VEM Technologies Private 

India hosts COP14 to Combat Desertification from 2nd September.

Limited. MPATGM is incorporated with state-of-the-
art Infrared Imaging Seeker along with 
advanced avionics. It has a Mass of 14.5 kg 
and 1,300 mm (4 ft 3 in) long. It is capable 
of carrying a High-explosive anti-tank 
warhead and has a strike range 2.5 km.

National Green Tribunal forms 
committee to stop illegal 

groundwater extraction      13 Sep' 19

Ex p r e s s i n g 
concern over 
d e p l e t i n g 

groundwater levels, 
the National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) has 
set up a committee 
to formulate steps 
required to prevent 
illegal extraction of 
groundwater. NGT’s decision was taken in response to 
hearing of a plea filed by a city resident, Shailesh Singh 
seeking action against depleting groundwater levels in 
nation and prevention of its illegal extraction. 
A bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel directed the committee to evolve a robust 
mechanism for ensuring that groundwater is not 
illegally extracted. The committee will also monitor 
minning and functioning of Central Ground Water 
Authority (CGWA). 
Members: Committee comprises of joint secretaries 
of Union Ministry of Environment and Forests 
(MoEF) and Union Ministry of Water Resources 
(MoWR), Central Ground Water Board (CGWB), 
National Remote Sensing Centre, National Institute 
of Hydrology (Roorkee) and Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB). Nodal agency will be the 
Joint Secretary, Union Ministry of Water Resources 
(MoWR) for coordination and compliance. 
The tribunal took to notice that despite a 1996 order of 
Supreme Court order with regard to groundwater extraction, 
the water level has only gone down. The SC order had 
directed central government to constitute a body to look 
into the issue of groundwater depletion. However, in spite 
of clear directions of Supreme Court, the 
CGWA is unwilling to take the ownership 
of subject and repeatedly takes the plea that 
it does not have infrastructure or that the 
responsibility of dealing with problem is of 
States and not that of the said authority.
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and Eastern Army Commander Lieutenant General Anil 
Chauhan. 
As part of efforts to strengthen military infrastructure along 
China border, IAF reactivated 8 ALGs to enable aircraft 
operations along border with China. The Vijay Nagar ALG 
was 1st activated in 2011-12 and was non-operational for 
fixed-wing operations since 2016. However, the runway 
has been resurfaced under recently completed works there. 
The repair of runway at Vijaynagar, was coordinated by 
Air Force Station, Jorhat. It was a challenging task as there 
being no road connectivity, all the load had to be airlifted 
by helicopters.  
ALG will assist in effective management of borders with 
Myanmar and China. This will facilitate launch of joint 
operations by Indian Army and Indian Air Force. India 
shares 3488 km of border with China, out of this State of 
Arunachal Pradesh share 1126 km length 
of India-China border called Line of Actual 
Control (LAC). India shares 1643 km of 
border with Myanmar and the border of 
Arunachal Pradesh with Myanmar is 526 
km long.

Four new judges appointed in 
Supreme Court      19 Sep' 19

The Centre 
cleared the 
appointment 

of four new judges 
to the Supreme 
Court. With the 
appointment, the 
judges’ strength in 
apedx court has now 
become 34. The newly appointed SC judges are-  Haryana 
High Court Chief Justice Krishna Murari Himachal 
Pradesh High Court Chief Justice V. Ramasubramanian 
Rajasthan High Court Chief Justice S Ravindra Bhat 
Kerala High Court Chief Justice Hrishikesh Roy. Once the 
newly appointed 4 SC Judges takes oath, the total strength 
of Supreme Court (34) will be highest ever till date.  The 
Supreme Court vacancies had increased its judicial strength 
from 31 to 34 (including Chief Justice of India) following 
the enactment of Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Bill 
of 2019 into law. One of said four judges would replace 
the vacancy following retirement of SC Justice A.M. Sapre.  
Originally, the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 
1956 provided for a maximum number of 10 judges 
(excluding CJI). This strength was increased to 13 by 
Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Act, 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi made a three- day visit to Vladivostok in Russia to take part in the 5th 
Eastern Economic Forum - EEF  summit.

‘Astra’ air-to-air missile successfully 
flight tested from Su-30 MKI 

18 Sep' 19  

Indian Air 
Force (IAF) 
and Defence 

Research and 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Org. (DRDO) 
successfully flight 
tested indigenous 
air-to-air missile, 
‘ASTRA’, off the Odisha coast. The BVR (beyond-visual-
range) missile was launched from Su-30 MKI as a part of 
user trials.  
The live aerial target was engaged accurately demonstrating 
the capability of India’s first indigenously designed 
ASTRA, air-to-air missile.  The mission profile was 
executed in a text book manner as various Radars, Electro-
Optical Tracking System (EOTS) and Sensors tracked the 
missile and confirmed its engagement with target. 
It has been designed and developed by Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO), the premier 
research and development organisation of 
the armed forces in country.  It is capable 
of engaging targets of different ranges 
(including long-range and short-range 
targets) and altitudes. It has a strike range 
of 70 Km.

IAF inaugurates Vijaynagar’s 
Advance Landing Ground in 

Arunachal Pradesh      19 Sep' 19

The Indian 
Air Force 
(IAF) has 

inaugurated the 
resurfaced runway 
at the Vijaynagar 
Advance Landing 
Ground (ALG) in 
Changlang District of 
Arunachal Pradesh. This will enable operations by military 
transport aircraft at the base near the China border. This has 
also re-established military transport aircraft connectivity 
at this Eastern most hamlet of India. The resurfaced runway 
was jointly inaugurated by Air Officer Commanding-in-
Chief Eastern Air Commander Air Marshal R D Mathur 
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Khanderi submarine 
on December 6, 
1968, and served till 
its decommissioning 
on October 18, 
1989. Apart from 
Khanderi, four more 
submarines are under 
construction at MDL. 
These submarines including – Karanj which is currently 
undergoing sea phase trials. Apart from that, Vela, Vagir 
and Vagsheer are upcoming Scorpene submarines of Indian 
Navy.
In place of torpedoes and missiles, Khanderi can also carry 
30 anti-ship mines. Apart from that, Khanderi will be useful 
for intelligence gathering and area surveillance operations.
Submarine Khanderi has been designed by a French 
organization Naval Group. It has been named after a 
deadly sawfish Khanderi which is found in 
the Indian Ocean.  Khanderi will be India’s 
17th submarine once commissioned. 
Khanderi submarine can stay out in the sea 
for 50 days with a crew of 8 officers and 35 
sailors.

PM Modi inaugurated Gandhi Solar 
Park & Gandhi Peace Garden during 

UN visit      20 Sep' 19

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a 50 
kilowatt Gandhi Solar Park and Gandhi Peace 
Garden during his visit to the United Nation.  At a 

contribution of about one million dollars, India has gifted 
solar panels that have been installed on the roof of the United 
Nation Headquarters, one panel each for every 193 member 
states. Mr. Modi also inaugurated the Gandhi Peace Garden 
during a special commemorative event marking Gandhi's 
150th birth anniversary. On this occasion, a special United 
Nation postal stamp on Gandhi's 150 years was released. 
This garden is spread in 600 acres and dedicated in the 
memory of Gandhi wherein people adopted trees in the 
memory of their loved ones.  

India's engagement during the high level United Nation 
General Assembly session was action oriented and the 
Solar Park is an example. This small effort 
from India symbolise country's willingness 
to go beyond the talk. The energy generated 
in the park is equivalent to energy that 
would have been created through use of 
30,000 kilograms of coal.

1960, and to 17 in 1977. However, till the end of 1979, 
the working strength of Supreme Court was, restricted to 
15 judges by cabinet (excluding CJI). But the restriction 
was withdrawn at request of chief justice 
of India.  In 1986, the strength of top court 
was increased to 25 (excluding CJI). Later, 
the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) 
Amendment Act, 2009 further augmented 
the strength of SC from 25 to 30.

Rajnath Singh becomes 1st Defence 
Minister to fly LCA Tejas      20 Sep' 19

Un i o n 
D e f e n c e 
M i n i s t e r 

Rajnath Singh has 
become the first 
Defence Minister 
to fly Light 
Combat Aircraft 
(LCA) ‘Tejas’, an 
indigenously-built multi-role fighter aircraft. He undertook 
30-minute sortie in LCA Tejas along with Air Vice Marshall 
Narmdeshwar Tiwari, at the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) Airport in Bengaluru, Karnataka.  Defence Minister 
even controlled ‘Tejas’ in the air for some time and was 
shown Avionics and Sophisticated Systems onboard the 
aircraft.  
LCA Tejas is fourth-generation fighter aircraft with several 
critical capabilities and is thus meant to strengthen India’s 
air defence capabilities. It is an indigenous light weight, 
multi role supersonic fighter aircraft developed in both 
fighter and trainer versions. To reduce weight and increase 
component of LCA Tejas, life Advanced materials such as 
composites are used in its manufacture.  It is designed to carry 
a veritable plethora of air-to-air, air-to- surface, precision 
guided as well as standoff weaponry.  It has 
been developed by Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL), Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) and 
Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA).

INS Khanderi handed over to Navy      
20 Sep' 19

The second INS ‘Khanderi’ Scorpene submarine 
was recently handed over to the Indian Navy by 
Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL). Khanderi is a 

Kalvari class diesel-electric attack submarine that will 
be commissioned by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on 
September 28, 2019.  Indian Navy had commissioned first 

Nepal has inaugurated a school building constructed with India's assistance in Jhapa District.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

India’s longest electrified 
train tunnel inaugurated in 

Andhra Pradesh.

J&K, Ladakh Union 
Territories to have common 

High Court.

UP Ministers will now pay 
income tax.

India’s longest electrified train tunnel 
inaugurated in Andhra Pradesh 

02 Sep' 19

Vice-President 
M Venkaiah 
N a i d u 

dedicated the 
country’s longest 
electrified rail tunnel 
between Cherlopalli 
and Rapuru in 
Andhra Pradesh. 
He also inaugurated electrified railway line between 
Venkatachalam and Obulavaripalli at Gudur railway station 
and also flagged off Gudur-Vijayawada inter-city superfast 
express.  
Cherlopalli-Rapuru Electrified rail tunnel is located 
between Cherlopalli and Rapuru Railway Stations in 
Andhra Pradesh. It was built at a cost of Rs. 437 crore and 
has 44 trolley refuges and 14 cross-passages in a horseshoe 
design. New Australian Tunneling Method (NATM) was 
used to construct this tunnel. Its total length is 6.3km. Its 
height (from rail level to roof) is 6.5 meters and minimum 
height of contact wire is maintained at 5.2m. LED lightening 
is provided at 10m intervals inside the tunnel. It is provided 
by two traction power supply sub-stations near Cherlopalli 
and near Rapuru. It will provide viable rail connectivity 
between Krishnapatnam Port and hinterland for seamless 
movement of freight.  
Venkatachalam-Obulavaripalli Electrified railway line 
It has nine railway stations along the route, 146 bridges, 
60 road-under-bridges and two tunnels. It has no level 
crossings. It reduces distance by 72 km for trains coming 
from Guntakal division to Krishnapatnam and eases traffic 

Bangladesh signs agreement with India's Reliance Power for gas-based power Plant.

density in the Obulavaripalli-Renigunta-Gudur section. It 
will facilitate operation of freight trains on Obulavaripalli-
Venkatachalam-Krishnapatnam Port route. It will also 
provide shortest path on Chennai-Howrah 
and Chennai-Mumbai rail routes. It 
will ease congestion of both freight and 
passenger carrying trains in Vijayawada-
Gudur-Renigunta-Guntakal sections.

Haryana Govt waives Rs 4,750 cr of 
interest, penalty on crop loans 

03 Sep' 19

The Haryana Government has announced a waiver of 
Rs. 4750 crore on interest and penalty on crop loans. 
Chief Minister of Haryana Manohar Lal Khattar 

announced that this waiver will benefit about 10 Lakh 
farmers of the Haryana. The benefit of this announcement 
will benefit those farmers who have borrowed from 
District Cooperative Central Banks, Primary Agriculture 
Cooperative Societies (PACS), Development Bank and 
Land Mortgage Bank of Haryana.
Key Highlights

 # As per the announcement by CM Manohar Lal Khattar, 
the farmers whose bank accounts were declared Non-
Performing Assets (NPAs) by these banks and were 
unable to renew their loans will now be able to do so. 

 # Out of 13 lakh farmers who borrowed from Primary 
Agriculture Cooperative Societies, the accounts of 
over eight lakh had turned into NPAs. 

 # The five per cent penalty imposed on farmers who 
failed to repay loans taken from PACS will now be 
completely waived.

 # About 85,000 farmers had taken loans worth 3,000 crore 
rupees from the District Cooperative Central Banks. 
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Gujarat Reduces Traffic Violation 
Fines under New Motor Vehicles Act      

11 Sep' 19

The Gujarat 
government 
has reduced 

the challan amounts 
imposed under the 
new Motor Vehicles 
Act (MVA) for 
breaking traffic rules. 
BJP-ruled Gujarat is 
the first state to do 
so. The new rules will come into effect from September 
16 onwards. The Delhi government is also considering 
reducing certain penalties.
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani announced that 
the fines laid down in the new act were the maximum 
suggested and his government had reduced them after 
detailed deliberations. According to the various reports, the 
Gujarat government reduced fines on traffic violations up 
to 50 per cent.
Gujarat government announced that Rs. 500 will be charged 
for not wearing seat belts, as against Rs 1000. New Motor 
Vehicles Act impose a challan of Rs. 5,000 for driving a 
two-wheeler vehicle without driving license but Gujarat 
government has reduced the amount up to Rs 2,000 only. 
In cases like not giving way to the ambulance, the penalty 
has been reduced from 10 thousand to 1 thousand.
The fine will be as per the new MVA if PUC, RC, insurance 
is not there. It is for Rs. 500 for the first time and the 
second-time penalty is Rs. 1,000. The Gujarat government 
will issue a challan of Rs. 100 for triple riding as against 
Rs. 1,000 in the MV Act. Similarly, there is 
a rule of up to Rs. 10,000 fine on pollution, 
but now Rs. 2,000 penalty will be imposed 
on the two-wheelers and Rs, 3,000 to other 
vehicles.

UP Ministers will now pay income tax      
13 Sep' 19

The UP Government has decided to repeal a four-
decade-old law that made the state exchequer pay 
the income tax of the state’s Ministers.  With this, 

the UP Ministers will now have to start paying their own 
income tax.
The UP state government announced on September 13, 
2019 that the provision will be scrapped. The announcement 

Out of which, accounts of 32,000 farmers involving an 
amount of 800 crore rupees have turned NPAs. 

 # CM Khattar said that farmers will have to pay two per 
cent interest for loans less than five lakh rupees, five 
per cent for loans between 5 lakh to 10 lakh rupees and 
10 per cent for bigger loans.

NPA of 800 crore
Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar also announced that a 
benefit of Rs. 1,800 crore will be given to borrowers of 
DCCB if they pay the principal amount along with simple 
interest by November 30. Around 85,000 
farmers had taken loans worth Rs. 3,000 
crore from DCCB. Out of which, accounts 
of 32,000 farmers involving an amount of 
Rs. 800 crore have turned NPAs.

J&K, Ladakh Union Territories to have 
common High Court      09 Sep' 19

The two Union Territories- Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh will have a common high court, Jammu 
and Kashmir High Court. Under the centre’s 

announcement after revoking of Article 370, the Union 
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir will have a legislative 
Assembly, while the Union Territory of Ladakh will come 
under the direct control of the Union Government.
The two Union Territories will now share a common high 
court. While some laws will change, the existing law 
procedure for practice in the high court will remain the same.
States/UTs with common High Courts
1.  Bombay High Court: The jurisdiction of the high court 

covers the states of Goa and Maharashtra and Union 
Territories- Dadra and Nagar Haveli & Daman and Diu.

2.  Calcutta High Court: The Calcutta High Court has 
jurisdiction over West Bengal and the Union Territory 
of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

3.  Madras High Court: The High Court has jurisdiction 
over Tamil Nadu and the Union Territory of Puducherry. 

4.  Guwahati High Court: The High Court has 
jurisdiction over four states- Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Mizoram and Nagaland.

5.  Kerala High Court: The High Court has jurisdiction 
over Kerala and the Union Territory of 
Lakshadweep.

6.  Punjab and Haryana High Court: 
The High Court has jurisdiction over 
the states of Punjab and Haryana and 
the Union Territory of Chandigarh. 

The state-owned TV channel Bangladesh Television (BTV) started telecast for viewers in India on 
DD free dish.
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DoNER Ministry approves more than 
200 projects worth Rs 3,000 cr 

20 Sep' 19

Ministry of 
Develop- 
m e n t 

of North Eastern 
Region (DoNER) 
has recently 
approved more than 
200 projects worth 
Rs 3,000 cr in the 
Entire North East 
including ASSAM. 110 projects worth Rs 1699 crore were 
sanctioned for the development of the North-East states 
where 66 projects costing 820 crores have been completed. 
Construction of double-lane road from Lanka to Umrangso 
costing 199.50 crores, the first Bamboo Industrial Park in 
Assam and Digboi town water supply scheme construction 
worth Rs 44.52 crores are some major schemes.

A key project under the action plan is setting up of a bamboo 
industrial park at Manderdisa in Dima Hasao district of 
Assam in an area of 75 hectares at a cost of Rs 50 crore. 
In addition, 36 ongoing projects under various schemes 
like the Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources (NLCPR) 
Scheme, special packages, schemes of the North Eastern 
Council (NEC) have been completed with approved cost of 
Rs 529.18 crore.

The Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region 
is a Government of India ministry. This was established 
in September 2001. The DoNER Ministry functions 
as the nodal Department of the Central Government to 
deal with matters related to the socio-
economic development of the eight States 
of Northeast India. The North-East states 
include Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 
Tripura and Sikkim.

was made by UP 
Finance Minister 
Suresh Kumar 
Khanna, who said, 
"UP chief ministers 
and all ministers will 
pay their own income 
tax.” The Finance 
Minister revealed 
that the income tax bill of the Ministers was being paid 
through the state treasury but now the state government 
has decided to end the practice, per the directives of Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath.
The move comes after the law received a lot of criticism 
in the media.  Under the law, the state's chief minister 
and ministers weren’t required to pay any income tax 
themselves. Instead, their share was paid by the state 
government under the Uttar Pradesh Ministers' Salaries, 
Allowances and Miscellaneous Act, 1981.
UP Ministers' Salaries, Allowances and Miscellaneous Act, 1981
The 1981 law was enacted when Vishwanath Pratap Singh 
was the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh. Since then, the 
law has been in force throughout the terms of 19 CMs and 
about 1,000 ministers so far.
The state of Uttar Pradesh has been helmed by Chief 
Ministers from across parties including Akhilesh Yadav, 
Mulayam Singh Yadav, Mayawati, Rajnath Singh, Kalyan 
Singh, ND Tiwari, Ram Prakash Gupta, Vir Bahadur Singh, 
Sripati Mishra and finally Yogi Adityanath himself.
In the last fiscal year, the UP government paid Rs 86 lakh as 
the ministers' tax bill. After the matter was brought to light 
by a news report, many politicians claimed that they were 
not aware of the provision in the UP Act.
A section of the 1981 Act states, "The salary referred to in 
sub-sections (1) and (2) shall be exclusive 
of the tax payable in respect of such salary 
(including perquisites) under any law relating 
to income tax for the time being in force and 
such tax shall be borne by the state."

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar met speaker of the Maldives Parliament Mohamed Nasheed in 
Male.



29

INTERNATIONAl

NOVEMBER 2019  MICA

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Bavar-373: Iran’s new 
home-grown air defence 

system unveiled.

Indonesia to move 
capital from Jakarta to 

Kalimantan.

5th Eastern Economic 
Forum (EEF) held in 

Vladivostok.

Bavar-373: Iran’s new home-grown 
air defence system unveiled 

23 August' 19

Iran has unveiled 
its indigenous air 
defence system 

called Bavar-373 
during a ceremony 
held on Iran’s 
‘National Defence 
Industry Day’. Iran’s 
President Hassan 
Rouhani has ordered to add Bavar-373 to country’s 
missile defence network.  The unveiling takes place 
against a backdrop of rising tensions between and Iran and 
United States (US) since US President Donald Trump’s 
2018 decision to unilaterally withdrew US from Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action also known Iran nuclear 
deal (2015) and reimposing sanctions on Iran.  
The word Bavar means ‘believe’ in Farsi. It is being touted 
as Islamic republic’s 1st domestically produced long-range 
missile defence system. It is a long-range (200 km) mobile 
surface-to-air missile system. It competes with Russia’s 
S-300 and USA’s Patriot systems. It is being touted as a 
system better than Russia’s S-300 and close to S-400.  
Iran began making Bavar after the purchase of Russia’s 
S-300 system was suspended in 2010 due to international 
sanctions imposed on it. However, in March 2016, Iran 
installed S-300 system following several years of delays, 
after the JCPOA nuclear agreement was 
reached between Iran and the P5+1 (China 
France, Germany, Russia, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States) on 14 July 
2015, which allowed lifting of international 
sanctions on Iran.

Union Cabinet has approved a proposal of recapitalisation plan of IDBI bank with a one time 
infusion of Rs. 9000 crore.

India, Bahrain sign 3 MoUs 
26 August' 19

India and Bahrain 
released a joint 
statement on 

August 25, 2019 
during Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to Bahrain. 
PM Narendra Modi 
was on an official state 
visit to Bahrain at the invitation of Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Bahrain.
The visit of PM Narendra Modi to Bahrain is the first-ever by an 
Indian Prime Minister. The Prime Minister was accompanied 
by a high-level delegation of senior officials. The visit marked 
a historical milestone in the long-standing friendly ties and 
bilateral cooperation between the two countries. PM Narendra 
Modi was conferred Bahrain Order- First Class by Bahrain’s 
King, King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa in recognition of his efforts 
to strengthen bilateral relations of India with the Kingdom of 
Bahrain. The Bahrain Order - First Class is also known as the 
King Hamad Order of the Renaissance. PM 
Modi used the RuPay card to make a special 
purchase. The Prime Minister swiped the 
RuPay card to buy Indian sweets to offer as 
prasad at the Shreenathji Temple in Bahrain.

Sudan urges UN to withdraw all 
peacekeepers by June 2020 

27 August' 19

Sudan requested the United Nations Security Council 
to lift its suspension of troop withdrawals and ensure 
all peacekeepers leave Darfur by June 2020. Omer 
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India & Pakistan agree to visa-free travel of Indian pilgrims, without any restrictions based on their 

faith for Kartarpur Corridor.

Mohamed Siddig, Sudan’s U.N. Ambassador, informed 
the council that it’s time to shift from peacekeeping to 
peacebuilding in Darfur.
About three months ago, on June 2019, UN Security 
Council voted unanimously to put the brakes on 
the withdrawal of the joint U.N. African Union 
peacekeeping force from Darfur. As per the U.N. 
Security Council’s belief the country is still dealing 
with the political crisis.
About Darfur Conflict
Darfur is located in the western region of Sudan. 
The conflict was started in early 2003 when two 
armed groups Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the 
Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) waged war in 
Darfur against the Government of Sudan. They were 
demanding better infrastructure in the area, proceeds 
from oil wealth and a power-sharing government. Both 
rebel groups have demanded equal representation in 
the government.
Millions of Darfur villagers were displaced and forced to 
stay in disease-riddled refugee camps. The situation gained 
alarming scenes of mass killings, starvation and diseases. 
Therefore, U.N. Security Council, on July 2007, approved 
a resolution to send a joint United Nations/African Union 
peacekeeping force, known as UNAMID, to the troubled 
Darfur region.
United Nation deploys peacekeeping staff with the consent 
of the main parties of the conflict. It requires a political 
process and commitment by the parties.
Once the UN gets approval for the peacekeeping 
operation in the region, it provides the 
UN with the necessary freedom of action, 
both political and physical, to carry out 
its mandated tasks.Currently, there are 
14 peacekeeping operations led by the 
Department of Peace Operations working 
across the globe.

India, Nepal launch Kathmandu-
Siliguri bus service      27 August' 19

India and Nepal 
have launched 
Nepal’s capital 

Kathmandu and 
Siliguri in West 
Bengal. The first bus 
service on this route 
was flagged off by 
Nepal’s Minister 

for Physical Infrastructure and Transportation Raghubir 
Mahaseth and Indian Ambassador Manjeev Singh Puri 
rom Kathmandu. It is overall 11th route for bus service 
between Nepal and India, of the total 13 routes that have 
been approved for operating regular bus services between 
the two countries.
It will operate on a daily basis. On this 650 kilometre long 
route, 44-seater air conditioned deluxe bus 
will be operating and cover this distance in 
18 hours. The bus will leave Kathmandu 
daily at 3 P.M. and reach Siliguri via 
Kakarvitta-Panitanki border next day at 
around 9 A.M.

Pakistan test-fires nuclear-capable 
Ghaznavi missile      29 August' 19

Pakistan has 
successful ly 
test- fired 

nuclear- capable 
surface -to- surface 
ballistic missile 
Ghaznavi from 
Sonmiani test range 
near Karachi. The 
Ghaznavi missile is 
capable of delivering different types of warheads including 
nuclear and conventional up to a range of 290 km.
Ghaznavi missile was reportedly launched from the 
Sonmiani flight test range in Balochistan, near Karachi. The 
missile was tracked by the National Development Complex 
(NDC) ground control station, which is located at a 220 km 
distance from the test range. The NDC is Pakistan’s missile 
developer, which has its headquarters in Fatehjang, Punjab 
(Pakistan).
Ghaznavi Missile
The Ghaznavi is a short-range surface-to-surface 
ballistic missile. With its successful launch, it will join 
Pakistan's Ghauri and Shaheen series of medium-range 
ballistic missiles. Shaheen III has the longest range of 
2,750 km.
Similar to Pakistan, the Indian Army is also developing a 
short-range surface-to-surface ballistic missile, Shaurya. 
Shaurya missile is capable of hypersonic 
speed and it can carry a payload of 
one-tonne. Shaurya missile is capable 
of carrying different types of warhead 
including both nuclear and conventional up 
to a range of 600km.
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Indonesia to move capital from 
Jakarta to Kalimantan      01 Sep' 19

Government of 
Indonesia has 
a n n o u n c e d 

to move its current 
capital from Jakarta to 
the sparsely populated 
East Kalimantan. 
Indonesia’s President 
Joko Widodo has 
announced that his government plans to build smart, 
green capital city on Borneo island. However, some 
environmentalist groups fear $33billion relocation plan of 
capital city may put further pressure on Borneo island’s 
rainforest dwelling species like the orangutan.
Indonesia’s current capital, Jakarta, is home to more than 
10 million people. It climate-threatened megacity as it 
has some of the world’s worst air pollution and traffic 
congestion. Poor urban planning has left 40% of the city 
below sea level.  The shifting of capital city is part of a 
broader strategy to decentralise Indonesia’s economic 
growth as Jakarta is home to 60% of the country’s population 
and accounts for over half of its economic activity.
Kalimantan is almost four times bigger that Jakarta, 
but accounts for less than a tenth of the gross domestic 
production (GDP). It is also much more central in 
Indonesia’s archipelago of 17,000 islands.
Borneo is the third-largest island in the world and the 
largest in Asia. It is home to some of the 
world’s greatest tropical rainforests. It is 
politically divided among three countries: 
Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei (see map 
below). Kalimantan is Indonesian portion 
of the island of Borneo and it comprises 
73% of island’s geographic area.

India-Japan Defence Ministerial 
meeting held in Tokyo      03 Sep' 19

India and Japan 
organised a 
Defence Ministerial 

meeting, co-chaired 
by Union Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
and Japanese Defence 
Minister Takeshi lwaya, 
in Tokyo on September 
2, 2019. The meeting 
involved discussions on various issues of mutual concern 
such as ways to further strengthen the existing bilateral co-

operative arrangements and adopt new initiatives towards 
achieving peace and security in the region.
Highlights:
The Indo-pacific vision was discussed during the Defence 
Ministerial meeting with an expression of India's preference 
for a rules-based order along with centrality of Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and inclusiveness 
and security for all.
The meeting also highlighted the significance of the Special 
Strategic and Global Partnership between India and Japan, 
especially in addressing the security, stability and regional 
peace.
The Defence Ministers of the two nations also held 
discussions on the emerging regional security issues. 
Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh also discussed about 
revoking of Article 370 of the constitution and reiterated 
that talks with Pakistan and cross-border terrorism cannot 
go hand-in-hand.
Singh further extended an invitation to 
Japanese companies to participate in 
the biennial DefExpo 2020 to be held in 
Lucknow.

Exercise Yudh-Abhyas 2019 begins      
05 Sep' 19

The joint military 
exercise, Yudh 
Abhyas 2019, 

begins on September 
5, 2019, at the Joint 
Base Lewis Macard 
near Washington 
between India and 
USA. This exercise 
will last until 18 
September.  It is one of the biggest joint military exercise and 
defence corporation endeavours between India and the USA. 
Yudh Abhyas 2019 is the 15th edition of the joint military 
exercise hosted alternately between the two countries.
The armies of India and USA will jointly plan, train 
and execute a series of well developed operations for 
neutralization of threats of varied nature. Once planning and 
trainings were done, a joint level exercise will be undertaken 
by both countries in an operational setting 
under a UN mandate. Apart from this, 
academic and military discussions will be 
organized by experts from both sides to 
share each other’s experiences on varied 
topics for mutual benefit.
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to enhance defence co-operation between two countries.  
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh also paid homage at 
National Cemetery of Korea to brave martyrs who had laid 
down their lives for Korean nation. He also visited War 
Memorial to which he presented a copy of citation received 
by Indian 60th Para Field Hospital for its exceptional 
contributions during Korean War (1950 –1953).
India is already developing strong military hardware 
cooperation with South Korea as Indian Army has already 
inducted K-9 Vajra self-propelled howitzers 
(which is a modified version of South 
Korea’s Samsung-Techwin K-9 Thunder) 
built in partnership with Indian firm Larsen 
and Toubro (L&T) and South Korean 
Hanwha Techwin.

Trump abruptly fires national security 
adviser John Bolton      11 Sep' 19

US President 
D o n a l d 
T r u m p 

abruptly fired his 
national security 
adviser John Bolton 
on September 
10, 2019. Trump 
himself made the 
announcement through his official twitter account. The US 
President claimed that he strongly disagreed on many of 
Bolton’s suggestions.
Trump is known to have had significant disagreements 
with Bolton on issues of global significance such as Iran 
and Afghanistan. John Bolton was appointed as the 27th 
National Security Adviser of the US on April 9, 2018. 
He was fired from the post by Trump on September 10, 
2019.
John Bolton had previously served as the US Ambassador 
to the United Nations from August 2005 to December 2006 
as a recess appointee under President George W Bush’s 
administration.
Besides being a commentator at Fox News earlier, Bolton 
was the foreign policy adviser to 2012 presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney. Bolton is known to be a foreign 
policy hawk and is known to be a strong advocate for 
regime change in North Korea, Yemen, Iran, Syria, Cuba, 
Libya and Venezuela.
Bolton has also repeatedly called for the termination of 
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal. He was also supportive of the 
invasion of Iraq in 2003.

5th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) 
held in Vladivostok      06 Sep' 19

The 5th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) was held in 
Vladivostok, Russia from September 4 to 6, 2019. 
It aimed at providing a platform for discussing 

issues on expanding international cooperation in Asia-
Pacific region and developing the economy of Russia's Far 
East.  The participants in Summit were India, Malaysia, 
Japan, Australia, and South Korea. India’s Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi was Chief Guest at the event being hosted 
by Russian President Vladimir Putin.
PM Modi while addressing Plenary Session of 5th EEF 
announced LoC worth $1 billion for the development of 
the Far East region of Russia. This is the first-ever region-
specific LoC extended by India in a foreign country.
PM Modi also announced launching of India’s “Act Far 
East” policy. Russia’s Far East is rich in resource, but is 
sparsely populated region. This policy aims to tap this 
region’s resources potential and also find opportunities 
for skilled workers to find employment in this region. It 
also ties in well with Indo-Pacific concept, and opens up 
possibilities for India to use Arctic route to connect with 
northern Europe.
It is annual event held at Vladivostok, Russia to encourage 
foreign investment in the Russian Far East. It was established 
by decree of Russia President Vladimir 
Putin in 2015.  It is aimed at supporting 
economic development of Russia’s Far East 
and to expand international cooperation in 
Asia-Pacific region.

Rajnath Singh visited South Korea      
07 Sep' 19

De f e n c e 
M i n i s t e r 
R a j n a t h 

Singh held talks with 
his South Korean 
counterpart Jeong 
Kyeongdoo, Minister 
of National Defence, 
on the second day of 
his 3-day visit to Republic of Korea (ROK) in Seoul. Indian 
Defence Minister is on a three-day visit to South Korea with 
an aim to intensify bilateral defence and security relations.
To further the defence educational exchanges and to extend 
logistical support to each other’s Navies both countries 
signed two major agreements. This agreement is expected 

CBI Director Rishi Kumar Shukla has inaugurated the 1st National Conference on Cyber Crime 
Investigation and Cyber Forensics at CBI Headquarters in New Delhi.
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Drought Toolbox launched at UNCCD 
COP14      12 Sep' 19

The 14th 
C o n f e r e n c e 
of Parties 

(COP14) to United 
Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD) dedicated 
day 10 to the theme 
of Drought. The 
success and challenges of the current tools, methodologies and 
policies supporting drought preparedness, across the globe were 
discussed.
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known 
as the Global Goals, were adopted by all United Nations 
Member States in 2015 as a universal call to action to 
end poverty, protect the planet and ensure that all people 
enjoy peace and prosperity by 2030. The 17 SDGs are 
integrated—that is, they recognize that action in one area 
will affect outcomes in others, and that development must 
balance social, economic and environmental sustainability. 
The SDG-15 refers to: Protecting, restoring and promoting 
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 
manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse 
land degradation and halt biodiversity loss.
Drought Toolbox is a one-stop shop for all actions on 
drought. It is a kind of knowledge bank that may be used 
by vulnerable countries, such as India, to reduce drought 
risk. It is a web page that provides involved stakeholders 
easy access to case studies and other resources to support 
action on drought preparedness with aim to 
boost resilience of people and ecosystems 
to drought. It will help countries in framing/
fine-tuning their respective national drought 
policies in due course based on monitoring, 
forecast, and early warning.

A Memorial pillar to Polish Refugees 
unveiled in Kolhapur      16 Sep' 19

A commemorative 
pillar in 
memory of 

Polish families and 
individuals who took 
refuge in India during 
World War II was 
unveiled at Valivade 
village in western 

John Bolton was always an unlikely pick to be the US 
national security adviser under Trump 
administration. He was not suited to 
Trump’s "America First" policies. Donald 
Trump had previously expressed his 
admiration for John Bolton and had even 
praised him on Twitter in 2014.

8th Asian Ministerial Energy 
Roundtable (AMER8) held in Abu 

Dhabi      11 Sep' 19

United Arab 
E m i r a t e s 
hosted the 

8th Asian Ministerial 
Energy Roundtable 
(AMER8) on 10 
September 2019, 
alongside the 24th 
World Energy 
Congress (which will be held from 9-12 September 2019) 
in Abu Dhabi, UAE. India is the co-host along with UAE 
at the AMER8 event.  

Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan who is on a 3-day visit to United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), will participate in 8th Asian Ministerial 
Energy Roundtable (AMER8) in Abu Dhabi.

Ministerial dialogue findings at AMER8 will help to inform 
17th Ministerial International Energy Forum to be held in 
2020. India which is the co-host of AMER8, will seek to 
advance these dialogue outcomes when it convenes 9th 
Asian Ministerial Roundtable (AMER9) in 2021 in New 
Delhi.

United Arab Emirates (UAE) took over the hosting of 
‘8th Asian Ministerial Energy Roundtable’ from Kingdom 
of Thailand that focused dialogue on global energy 
markets in transition to move from vision to action at 7th 
Asian Ministerial Energy Roundtable (AMER7) held in 
Bangkok, Thailand from 1-3 November 2017. This was 
with a view to deepen ministerial foresight on energy 
market security and the role of innovation to empower 
responsible growth.  

The key ministerial dialogue findings of AMER7 that 
was laid down in concluding statement 
by Government of Thailand informed 
ministerial dialogue at 16th International 
Energy Forum Ministerial hosted by India 
on 10-12 April 2018 in New Delhi (IEF16).

India, Russia agree to boost annual trade to $30 bn by 2025
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Kolhapur district of Maharashtra. Around 5,000 refugees 
from Poland lived in Kolhapur’s Valivade village between 
1942 and 1948. The Memorial pillar was unveiled by 
Deputy Foreign Minister of Polish Republic Marcin 
Przydacz, Polish Ambassador to India Adam Burakowski 
and Guardian Minister of Kolhapur Chandrakant Patil.
A delegation from Poland, including 12 of the surviving 
polish refugees, arrived in Kolhapur for commemoration 
of 80th anniversary of their stay in India. A permanent 
museum dedicated to memory of 5,000 Polish people who 
lived in Valivade camp will be built in next one year. The 
museum would contain photographs, paintings & other 
important items and materials from #WWII era, to keep 
memories of past alive for next generations. With the 
cooperation and affection of citizens of Kolhapur, Valivade 
could soon be transformed into a ‘mini Poland’, with its 
own church, schools and even a cinema.  
Poland was caught between Adolf Hitler’s Germany and 
Josef Stalin’s Russia. Poland was dismembered by 1939 
Nazi-Soviet Union pact or ‘the Devil’s Alliance’, with 
cream of Poland’s officer corps, which included several 
members of country’s intelligentsia, massacred by NKVD 
(or the Soviet secret police) in Katyn Forest 
in 1940. This in turn led to a stream of 
refugees who initially endured the living 
hell of Soviet camps to make their way to 
Valivade village in Kolhapur district, 235 
km from Pune.

India, Slovenia sign seven MoUs to 
boost bilateral ties      17 Sep' 19

The President of 
India Ram Nath 
Kovind and his 

Slovenian counterpart 
Borut Pahor have 
agreed to strengthen 
multilateralism and 
promote multi-polar 
world. President Ram 
Nath Kovind reached Ljubljana, Slovenia in the final leg of 
his visit to– Iceland, Switzerland and Slovenia. Ram Nath 
Kovind’s visit is the first-ever presidential visit from India 
to Slovenia.
Seven MoUs and agreements were signed in the presence 
of the President of India Ram Nath Kovind and Slovenian 
President Borut Pahor. These seven agreements are 
- Programmes of Cooperation in the fields of River 
Rejuvenation (Clean Ganga Mission), Culture, Investment, 
Science & Technology, Sports and Standards.

A Parliamentary delegation led by Meira Kumar, former 
Speaker of Lok Sabha visited Slovenia from May 26-30 
2013.
In 2014, the total bilateral trade in goods 
stood at Euro 213.03 million with India 
enjoying a trade surplus of Euro 7.19 
million. In 2013, the total bilateral trade 
was to the tune of Euro 282.41mn with 
a trade surplus of Euro 138.65 million in 
favour of India.

Russia holds Center-2019 
International Command Exercise      

17 Sep' 19

Russia organised its annual Center-2019 International 
Command Exercise involving six other nations 
from 16 to 21 September 2019. Center-2019 is an 

annual strategic and operational military exercises which 
aren’t aimed at any third-party country rather focus on 
counterterrorist operations and is purely defensive in 
nature.  
Center-2019 aims to demonstrate readiness of Armed 
Forces of Russian Federation and the states of Central Asia 
region to protect national interests. It also aims to improve 
interoperability of military command and control units of 
armed forces of Russia and allied States Military Forces 
from India, China, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and 
Kyrgyzstan.  Some parts of military drills will be held 
outside Russia in member countries of Collective Security 
Treaty Organization (CSTO) such as Armenia, Kazakhstan, 
Belarus, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan.  The annual exercises 
rotate and this year’s mainly focus on Central Joint 
Strategic Command (JSC). The other JSCs 
are East, West, and Caucasus.  The 2019 
exercise will be the biggest encompassing 
nearly 128,000 personnel, 20,000 pieces of 
equipment and weapons, 600 aircraft and 
helicopters, and 15 warships.

Sri Lanka unveils South Asia’s tallest 
tower in Colombo      18 Sep' 19

Sri Lanka unveiled a 350-metre-tall Lotus Tower 
which is now being dubbed as South Asia’s tallest 
tower in Colombo city. Though the tower is still 

under construction President of Sri Lanka Maithripala 
Sirisena decided to open the tower to public. As per 
the President, Lotus Tower is foreseen to be one of the 
significant landmarks and an epitome of island country’s 
culture, economy and development.  

Noida-based fintech giant Paytm has appointed two former Google executives to head its advertising 
business and cloud offering respectively.
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vehicle for discussing economic and commercial issues 
between India and BLEU.
The bilateral trade between India-Luxembourg was USD 
161.98 million in the year 2018-19 and USD 17.2 billion 
between India-Belgium in 2018-19. At present about 160 
Belgian companies are working in India. Indian companies 
like HCL, Infosys, Tech Mahindra and TCS 
have established a base in Belgium. India 
is Belgium’s fourth-largest trade partner 
outside the European Union and second-
largest export destination.

Taiwan and Kiribati cut off diplomatic 
ties amid China pressure      20 Sep' 19

Taiwan has cut 
off its ties 
with Kiribati 

thereby losing its 
second ally within 
a week. Taiwan and 
Kiribati called off 
their diplomatic 
relations amid 
Taiwan’s tensions with China. China claims Taiwan as 
its territory and has forced it to end formal ties with other 
countries. China is also pressurising the nations holding 
diplomatic ties with Taiwan to end their ties.  
Taiwan’s announcement came before the Kiribati 
government formally announced its decision to cut off its 
ties with Taiwan. It had done the same act with Solomon 
Islands. The Solomon Islands announced on September 16, 
2019 that it would be breaking its long-standing ties with 
Taiwan. Following the move, the United States announced 
that it is considering cutting aid to the Solomon Islands 
in retribution. Surprisingly, the United States does not 
recognize Taiwan, they recognize China. Taiwan currently 
has official diplomatic relations with only 15 countries 
worldwide. In the past three years, since Taiwan’s President 
Tsai Ing-wen’s election in 2016, the nations has lost 7 of its 
allies including Burkina Faso, Dominican Republic, Sao 
Tome and Principe, Panama, El Salvador, the Solomon 
Islands and most recently Kiribati.
Taiwan is a sovereign since the end of civil war in 1949. 
China considers it as its territory that is 
awaiting reunification. China considers it 
as its province and hence, it feels that it 
should not have diplomatic relations with 
any country that recognises Taiwan as a 
state.

It is the tallest tower 
in South Asia in the 
shape of a 356-meter 
lotus.  The tower 
costs more than $100 
million. The 80% 
of costs incurred 
has been funded 
by China under 
the controversial Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).  The 
350-metre tall Lotus Tower has 17-storey 
and is located in Colombo. It comprises 
a hotel, a TV tower, restaurants, a mall, 
a telecommunications museum, and 
auditorium.  Sri Lanka and China signed 
the Lotus Tower agreement in 2012 to build 
the tower. 

16th Session of the Joint Economic 
Commission held between India and 
BLEU held in New Delhi      20 Sep' 19

16th session of Joint Economic Commission 
between India and Belgium Luxembourg 
Economic Union (BLEU) was held in 

New Delhi to improve bilateral trade relations between 
India and Belgium.
India and BLEU agreed on enhancing cooperation in issues 
of mutual interest, like, renewable energy transportation 
and logistics, audio and visual industry, agro and food 
processing industry, aerospace and satellites, ICT, 
traditional medicine, life sciences and yoga among others. 
Various companies are interested in establishing their 
businesses in both of the countries for cooperation in 
multiple fields.
Joint Economic Commission between India and Belgium 
- Luxembourg Economic Union (India-BLEU) was 
established in 1997 and is the main vehicle for discussing 
bilateral economic and commercial issues.
Belgium Luxembourg Economic Union (BLEU) was 
established in 1921 after a treaty signed between Belgium 
and Luxembourg. Belgium and Luxembourg signed 
another convention in the year 2002.  The Belgium–
Luxembourg Economic Union is the world’s 13th biggest 
export economy.
Joint Economic Commission (JEC) Sessions were 
established after an agreement signed in 1990 in New 
Delhi. JEC sessions take place every other year in capital 
cities of the three countries alternatively and are the main 

Grammy winner for 'Say My Name' in 2001 LaShawn Daniels passed away at the age of 41.
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Himalayan States. On an average, 80% 
of the states assessed on the Index over 
the last three years have improved their 
water management scores, with an average 
improvement of +5.2 points.

CVC constitutes Advisory Board for 
Banking Frauds      26 August' 19

The Central 
V i g i l a n c e 
Commission 

(CVC) has 
constituted Advisory 
Board for Banking 
Frauds (ABBF) to 
examine bank fraud 
over Rs 50 crore 
and recommend action. It is a reconstituted and rejigged 
version of erstwhile Advisory Board on Bank, Commercial 
and Financial Frauds.
ABBF will comprised of four members Former Vigilance 
Commissioner T M Bhasin as its Chairman. Its members 
include Madhusudan Prasad (former Urban Development 
Secretary), D K Pathak (former Director General of Border 
Security Force) and Suresh N Patel (former MD and CEO 
of Andhra Bank). The tenure of Chairman and members 
will be for period of two years from August 21, 2019.
It has been established by CVC in consultation with 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) based on consultation 
(recommendation) of YM Malegam Expert committee on 
Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) and frauds constituted by 
RBI. It will conduct first level of examination in all major 
fraud cases before recommendations or references are 
made to investigative agencies such as Central Board of 
Investigation (CBI) by the respective public sector banks 
(PSBs). Individual PSBs will refer all large fraud cases above 

NITI Aayog releases Report on the 
Composite Water Management Index 

2.0      23 August' 19

To supplement the efforts of Jal Shakti Ministry, NITI 
Aayog has prepared the second Round of Composite 
Water Management Index (CWMI 2.0).The Report 

was launched by Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Minister of 
Jal Shakti, and Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITI 
Aayog. NITI Aayog first launched and conceptualized the 
Composite Water Management Index in 2018 as a tool to 
instill the sense ofcooperative and competitive federalism 
among the states.
The CWMI is an important tool to assess and improve 
the performance of States/ Union Territories in efficient 
management of water resources.  This has been done 
through a first of its kind water data collection exercise in 
partnership with Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of Rural 
Development andall the States/ Union Territories.The index 
would provide useful information for the States and also 
for the concerned Central Ministries/Departments enabling 
them to formulate and implement suitable strategies for 
better management of water resources.  
CWMI 2.0 ranks various states for the reference year 
2017-18 as against the base year 2016-17.In the report 
released today, Gujarat hold on to its rank one in the 
reference year (2017-18), followed byAndhra Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Goa, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.  In 
North Eastern and Himalayan States, Himachal Pradesh 
has been adjudged number 1 in 2017-18 followed by 
Uttarakhand, Tripura and Assam. The Union Territories 
have first time submitted their data and Puducherry has 
been declared as the top ranker. In terms of incremental 
change in index (over 2016-17 level), Haryana holds 
number one position in general States and Uttarakhand 
ranks at first position amongst North Eastern and 

Burning Topics of the Month
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crore rupees have been given to the government as interim 
dividend in March itself. The government is set to get a 
dividend of Rs 95,414 crore during the current financial 
year. This will be in addition to a surplus fund of 1.76 lakh 
crore.
The government will be able to help the banks with this 
fund. Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has 
already announced a capital infusion of Rs 70 thousand 
crores in public sector banks, which is expected to fetch Rs 
5 lakh crore in the market. The government had proposed 
a dividend of Rs 90,000 crore for the Reserve Bank in the 
budget, while in the last financial year, RBI paid Rs 68,000 
crore as a dividend.
Bimal Jalan was appointed as the head of the six-member 
panel on December 26, 2018. Other members of the 
committee headed by Bimal Jalan includes- Former deputy 
governor of RBI - Rakesh Mohan as vice-
chairman, Finance secretary - Subhash 
Chandra Garg as a member, RBI deputy 
governor N S Vishwanathan as member 
and RBI’s central board members - Bharat 
Doshi and Sudhir Mankad as members.

Indian Railways to offer 25 percent 
discount in Shatabdi, Tejas 

28 August' 19

Indian Railways is set to offer up to 25 percent discount 
on trains such as Shatabdi Express, Tejas and Gatimaan 
Express, as per a senior official. The move is a result 

of the stiff competition faced by the Indian railways from 
low-cost airlines.

The Indian Railways will be announcing up to 25 percent 
discount in some of its trains that have low occupancy to 
bump up its ticket sales. The trains eligible for the discount 
include those that had monthly occupancy of less than 50 
percent in the previous year. The discount will be provided 
on the base fare of trains. The charges such as GST, 
reservation fee, superfast tariff and others will be levied 
separately.

The discount will be given on the trains that have AC chair 
car and executive chair car. However, for trains like New 
Jalpaiguri-Howrah Shatabdi Express, Chennai Central-
Mysuru Shatabdi Express and Ahmedabad-Mumbai 
Shatabdi Express, the existing discount schemes will be 
continued. 

The Railway Ministry has decided to give the power to the 
Principal Commercial Managers of the zones to introduce 
the discounted fare scheme in the identified trains.

Rs, 50 crore to ABBF and on receipt of recommendation 
from it, the concerned bank will take further action. It 
will also periodically carry out frauds analysis in financial 
system and give inputs for policy formulation related to 
the fraud to the RBI. It will be confined to cases involving 
officers of General Manager cadre and above in respect of 
allegation of fraud in lending case.
It will be headquartered in Delhi. RBI 
will provide required secretarial services, 
analytical and logistic support along with 
the necessary funding to the board.

RBI accepts Bimal Jalan Committee 
recommendations      27 August' 19

The Reserve 
Bank of 
India (RBI) 

has decided to 
transfer a sum of 
Rs. 1,76,051 crore 
to the Government 
of India as per the 
recommendat ions 
made by Bimal Jalan Committee. The surplus money 
includes a sum of Rs. 1,23,414 crore for the year 2018-19 
and Rs. 52,637 crore of excess provisions identified as per 
the revised Economic Capital Framework (ECF) adopted at 
the meeting of the Central Board.
Recommendations of the Bimal Jalan Committee were 
guided by the fact that the RBI forms the primary bulwark 
for monetary, financial and external stability. This latest 
move of the central bank will provide flexibility to the 
RBI to match with its public policy objectives. It would 
maintain above the level coordination with peer central 
banks as one of the fastest-growing large economies of 
the world.
The six members Bimal Jalan Committee has made a 
recommendation to constitute a surplus distribution policy 
which will target the level of realized equity to be maintained 
by the RBI. According to the recommendations, if the 
committee will found equity is above its requirement, will 
the entire net income be transferable to the Government. 
On the other hand, if it will be below the lower bound of 
requirement, the government will apply risk provisions to 
the extent necessary and only the residual net income (if 
any) transferred to the Government.
RBI has been giving 99% of its disposable income to the 
government since the 2013-14. As far as the dividend is 
concerned, out of Rs 1,23,414 crore for 2018-19, 28,000 

6th India-China Strategic Economic Dialogue (SED) held in New Delhi.
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The Ministry also laid down certain guidelines based on 
which the discount will be given. Following are some of 
the guidelines:

 # The discount can be offered yearly, half-yearly, 
seasonally or during weekends.

 # Once this scheme is introduced, no other discounts 
such as the graded discount in Shatabdi Express trains 
or Flexi-fare will be applicable.

 # The discounted fares will be offered on all parts of the 
journey, be it the first leg, intermediate sections or the 
last part.

 # Competitive fare should be a key criterion while 
deciding the discounted fare.

 # Zones will have to identify trains with low occupancy 
by September 30. The zones will also need to make 
efforts to increase occupancy.

 # The zones will also have to file a report after four 
months of the implementation of the scheme.

The Indian Railways had introduced a similar scheme 
earlier by removing dynamic pricing from 
certain trains with low occupancy. The 
railways had also discontinued the Flexi-
fare scheme in 15 trains, in which the 
average uni-directional monthly occupancy 
was less than 50 percent.

Jio tops telecom market, Airtel 
second      28 August' 19

Reliance Jio has topped the telecom market with a 
31.7 percent market share in the second quarter 
of 2019. Bharti Airtel has regained its second 

spot, leaving behind Vodafone Idea, the revenue of which 
plunged substantially.
Jio has become the country’s number one telecom company 
in terms of revenue market share in the April-June quarter 
with a 9 percent growth in adjusted gross revenue (AGR). 
AGR is gross revenue minus access and pass-through 
charges. Jio achieved the feat merely three years after 
its launch. Jio reported a modest 15 basis points (bps) 
sequential growth in the June quarter to reach an RMS of 
31.7 percent.

Airtel gained 277 bps in the same quarter for a 30 percent 
revenue market share.  Airtel bounced back from its heavy 
fall in the previous quarter due to one-time bad debt write-
offs linked to interconnect usage charges from operators. 
State-owned BSNL also recorded a 33 percent sequential 
jump in revenues.

On the other hand, Vodafone Idea’s revenue market share 
in the April-June quarter fell substantially by 403 bps to 
28.1 percent, after it lost its market share in its 19 of the 
22 circles, including the circles where it was leading such 
as Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala and Gujarat. 
The circles contribute around 28 percent to the company's 
revenues. As per the TRAI report, Airtel has gained market 
share at the cost of Vodafone Idea.
Mukesh Ambani-owned Jio currently holds the no.1 
position in 13 circles and enjoys a strong position in the 
`B’ (small town) and `C’ (rural markets) 
circles. Jio’s revenue market share in the 
June quarter was, however, restricted due 
to a 45 percent sequential fall in its national 
long-distance or `NLD’ service revenue to 
Rs 80.7 crore.

Sugar export policy approved for 
evacuation of surplus stocks 

29 August' 19

The Union Government has given its approval for 
providing an export subsidy of Rs. 10,448 per 
Metric Tons (MT) to sugar mills for the sugar 

season 2019-20. According to government information, the 
total estimated expenditure of about Rs. 6,268 crore will be 
incurred for this purpose.
The subsidy will be depending on various things like 
marketing costs, upgrading cost and other processing costs, 
costs of international and internal transport and freight 
charges on the export. In the sugar season of 2019-20,  
up to 60 Lakh Metric Tonne (LMT) of sugar limited to 
Maximum Admissible Export Quantity (MAEQ) allocated 
to sugar mills.
Key Highlights
This will be a new format of benefit in this sector as the 
subsidy would be directly credited into farmers’ account 
on behalf of mills against cane price dues and subsequent 
balance, if any, would be credited to mill’s account.
The Government has taken various measures in wake of 
surplus sugar production during sugar season 2017-18 
(October – September) and sugar season 2018-19.
Sugar season for the year 2019-20 is expected to commence 
with an opening stock of about 142 LMT and season end 
stock are expected to be about 162 LMT.
According to the government information, the surplus 
stock of 162 LMT of sugar would create downward 
pressure throughout the season on sugar prices affecting 
the liquidity of the sugar mills thereby leading to 
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from 18.8 percent in June 2018 to just 8 percent in June 
2019.
The capital required by the bank has to come from its 
shareholders. LIC holds 51 percent stake in the bank 
and it cannot provide capital higher than 51 percent, as 
per regulations by the insurance regulator. Hence, of the 
Rs 9,300 crore needed by IDBI, LIC would meet only 
51 percent of the amount, which is Rs. 4,743 crore. The 
remaining 49 percent of the amount, Rs 4,557 crore, was 
proposed from the Government as its share on a one-time 
basis.
After the capital infusion by the government, IDBI Bank 
will be able to subsequently raise further capital on its own 
and come out of RBI’s Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) 
framework by 2020.
Background
The IDBI bank had reported a loss of Rs 3200 crore in 
the last quarter of the fiscal year 2016-17. The bank again 
reported a net loss of Rs 853 crore in the first quarter of 
the fiscal year 2017-18. Though the reported loss was 
lower than the previous quarter, bad loans 
increased.
The IDBI bank was categorized by the RBI 
as a ‘private sector bank’ for regulatory 
purposes with effect from January 21, 2019.

Jack Ma steps down as Chairman of 
Alibaba      10 Sep' 19

Al i b a b a 
C h a i r m a n 
Jack Ma 

stepped down from 
his position on 
September 10, 2019. 
Jack Ma’s retirement 
marks the end of an 
era for Alibaba and 
mark a new beginning. Daniel Zhang, Alibaba's CEO, will 
replace Jack Ma as Executive Chairman of the group.
Jack Ma, had co-founded Alibaba in 1999 and under 
his leadership, the company grew up to become one of 
Asia’s most valuable listed company. The current market 
capitalization of Alibaba is around $460 billion. Jack Ma 
had announced his decision to retire from the Chairman 
position in September 2018. He had handpicked Daniel 
Zhang as his successor. It is rare for a founder of such a big 
tech firm to retire so early. Jack Ma planned to retire on his 
55th birthday. As of June 2019, Jack Ma is one of China’s 
richest men with a net worth of $35.6 billion.

accumulation of cane price arrears of 
farmers. The Government has recently 
created a buffer stock of 40 LMT of sugar 
for one year from 1st August 2019 to deal 
with this situation.

India, Switzerland Automatic 
Exchange of Financial Account 

Information kicks in      01 Sep' 19

Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI) Regime 
between Switzerland and India kicked off from 
September 1, 2019. Under this mechanism, India 

will start receiving information on all financial accounts 
held by Indian residents in Switzerland, for the year 2018. 
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has hailed this 
move as a significant step in the government’s fight against 
black money and end of “Swiss bank secrecy” era.
Automatic Exchange of Information will be carried 
out under Common Reporting Standard (CRS). CRS is 
agreed global standard for it which has been approved by 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) in 2014. It is global reporting standard for such 
exchange of information, which takes care of aspects such 
as confidentiality rules and data safeguards.
Indian tax authorities will receive information in respect 
of all financial accounts held by Indian residents in 
Switzerland of calendar year 2018. It will 
also include details for accounts closed in 
2018 will also be available. It should be 
noted that under this mechanism, India will 
not receive information on bank accounts 
prior to 2018.

Cabinet approves capital infusion in 
IDBI Bank      04 Sep' 19

The Cabinet 
has approved 
c a p i t a l 

infusion worth Rs 
4,557 crore by the 
central government 
in IDBI Bank. The 
decision to infuse 
capital in IDBI Bank 
is expected to help in completing the process of IDBI 
Bank’s turnaround and enable its return to profitability. 
The IDBI needed a one-time infusion of capital to complete 
its exercise of returning to make profit. The bank has 
substantially reduced its net NPA (non-performing assets) 

India and South Korea have signed two major agreements to further defence educational exchanges and 
extend logistical support to each other’s Navies.
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After the abrogation of Article 370 and 35A, the Mini Conclave of First Jammu and Kashmir Investor 

Summit-2019 is held in Leh on  5th September 2019.

Alibaba is the world's largest retailer and e-commerce 
company and one of the largest Internet and AI companies. 
It is also one of the world’s biggest venture capital firms 
and investment corporations in the world.
The company hosts the largest online marketplace, Alibaba 
and Taobao and Tmall marketplaces. The online sales and 
profits of Alibaba have surpassed all US retailers including 
Amazon, Walmart and eBay combined 
since 2015.
Alibaba employs over 100,000 people and 
has now expanded into financial services, 
cloud computing and artificial intelligence. 
It is also expanding into the media industry.

PM Modi inaugurates first cross-
border pipeline in South Asia 

10 Sep' 19

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the 

India-Nepal cross-
border petroleum 
pipeline along 
with Nepal Prime 
Minister KP Sharma 
Oli through video 
conferencing on September 10, 2019.
The India-Nepal cross-border petroleum pipeline is South 
Asia’s first cross-border pipeline. The PMO called the 
project a symbol of India's close relations with Nepal.
The oil pipeline will connect Motihari in India and Amlekhgunj 
in Nepal. The oil pipeline project was first proposed in 1996. 
The Motihari- Amlekhgunj oil pipeline was expected to 
begin operations in mid-April 2019 but it got delayed due to 
permission required to cut trees in the Parsa National Park.
The 60 km-long pipeline is the first cross-border petroleum 
product pipeline in South Asia. Through 
this pipeline, clean petroleum products 
weighing about 2 million metric ton will be 
provided to the people of Nepal every year 
at affordable rates.

Foundation Stone for Indian Institute 
of Skills (IIS) laid In Mumbai 

12 Sep' 19

Union Minister of state for Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) Mahendra Nath 
Pandey laid the foundation stone for Indian 

Institute of Skills 
(IIS) at Mumbai, 
Maharashtra. The 
concept of IIS was 
envisaged by Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi when he visited 
Vocational Education 
and Training Centre 
in Singapore. Union Cabinet had given its nod to set up 
Indian Institute of Skills (IISs) in 3 cities namely, Mumbai, 
Ahmedabad and Kanpur to give wings to the Skill India 
Mission. 
These institutes will be constructed and operated on a 
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model and on a not-for-
profit basis. IIS seeks to ensure that 5,000 trainees will be 
passing out every year with 70% placement opportunities. 
As per MSDE, the IIS will be a tertiary care institute in 
skills ecosystem that will offer best of required courses in 
emerging and high demand areas such as deep technology, 
aerospace, among others. IIS will be on the lines of the 
IITs and IIMs. The launch of IIS is a step towards making 
India the Skill Capital of the World. Tata 
Education Development Trust (TEDT) was 
selected as the private partner for setting up 
IIS at NSTI campus in Mumbai. Tata Group 
is investing nearly Rs.300 crore in 4.5-acre 
campus.

PM inaugurates Multi-Modal Cargo 
Terminal at Sahibganj      13 Sep' 19

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
i n a u g u r a t e d 

India’s second 
Multi-Modal Cargo 
Terminal (built at 
Sahibganj) online 
from Ranchi, 
Jharkhand. He also 
laid the foundation of a secretariat building in the state 
capital (Ranchi) which will come up at an estimated cost 
of Rs.1238.92 crore. 

This is the 2nd of three Multi Modal Terminals (MMTs) 
being constructed on river Ganga under Jal Marg Vikas 
Project (JMVP). In November 2018, PM Modi inaugurated 
first MMT at Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh. The Rs.290 crore 
multi-modal cargo terminal has been built by Inland 
Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) on River Ganga at 
Sahibganj. It will have a cargo storing capacity of 3 million 
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The Eklavya schools will not only serve as  medium of 
education for tribal children but it will also have facilities 
for sports and skill development along with protection of 
local arts and culture.
The schools will be for tribal students studying from Class 
6 to 12. The government will spend more than Rs one lakh 
a year on every tribal child in these schools.
The construction of the schools will be undertaken at Rs 
10,000 crore in Odisha, Jharkhand, northeastern and other 
states in the next two years.
PM Modi also inaugurated the new Jharkhand Vidhan 
Sabha Building and laid the foundation stone of the new 
Secretariat building at Ranchi. The construction of the 
assembly building began in 2016 for Rs 465 crore. It will 
be spread over a total area of 39 acres and 
will be equipped with all modern facilities.
PM Modi also inaugurated the multi-model 
vessel terminal built on the banks of river 
Ganga in Sahebganj.

Drone attacks on Saudi Arabia's 
major oil facilities      16 Sep' 19

One of 21st 
c e n t u r y ' s 
m o s t 

significant military 
events unfolded in 
eastern Saudi Arabia, 
bordering the Persian 
Gulf, in the early 
hours of September 
14. Over a dozen drones launched by the Houthis, an Iran-
backed Yemeni rebel group, slammed into the giant onion-
shaped spheroids used to process crude oil in Abqaiq, the 
world's largest crude oil processing facility, and Khurais, 
the kingdom's second-largest oil field. The attacks on Saudi 
Arabia's state-owned oil producer Saudi Aramco, triggered 
blazing fires, leading to the refinery shutting down. The 
blows aimed at striking at the heart of the world's biggest 
oil producer triggered an oil shock. Saudi Arabia halved oil 
production, leading to a 10 per cent surge in global oil prices-
the fastest in over a decade. It sent ripples in the capitals of 
all major oil-consuming economies, from Washington DC 
to Beijing and New Delhi, and left investors worried about 
the impact on the world's largest initial public offering-for 
Saudi Aramco.
It was not the first attack of its kind, though. On January 6, 
2018, a swarm of 13 armed, fixed-wing drones of unknown 
origin attacked the Hmeimim air base and the Tartus 

tonne (MT) per year, a stockyard and parking and berthing 
space for two vessels. 
It will open up industries of Jharkhand and Bihar to 
global market and provide Indo-Nepal cargo connectivity 
through waterways route. It will play an important role in 
transportation of domestic coal from local mines located 
in Rajmahal area (in Sahibganj district) to other thermal 
power plants located along National Waterway-1 (NW-
1). Cargo to be transported from terminal includes coal, 
stone chips, fertilisers, cement and sugar. 
Transport at Sahibganj through the new 
Multi Modal Terminals will connect this 
part of hinterland to Haldia (in Kolkata), 
to North-East states via Bangladesh by 
river-sea route and further to Bay of 
Bengal.

PM Kisan Man Dhan Yojana 
Launcehd by Narendra Modi 

13 Sep' 19

Pradhan Mantri 
Kisan Maan 
Dhan Yojana 

was launched by 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on 
September 12 in 
Ranchi, Jharkhand. 
The Kisan Maan 
Dhan Yojana aims to secure the lives of farmers.
Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana will secure the lives of 5 crore 
small and marginal farmers by providing a minimum 
pension worth Rs 3000 each month, to those who attain 60 
years of age.
The Union Government has kept aside funds worth Rs 
10,774 crores for the scheme for the next three years.
All small and marginal farmers, who are currently aged 
between 18 and 40 years, will be eligible to apply for the 
scheme.
The farmer’s monthly contribution can be made from the 
installments of PM-KISAN or through CSCs.
The Prime Minister also launched 462 Ekalvya Model 
Residential Schools during his visit to Jharkhand.
The main aim of Ekalvya schools is to provide quality 
upper primary, secondary and senior secondary level 
education to Scheduled Tribe students in tribal-dominated 
areas. The scheme will be implemented in blocks with a 
tribal population of at least 20,000.

India finished at the top of the ISSF World Cup Rifle/Pistol Championship in Rio De Janeiro with 5 
gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze medals.
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naval base used by Russian forces in Syria. The strikes, 
believed to be the world's first UAV swarm attacks, were 
repulsed by Russian forces, who reported similar attacks 
in April, June and August last year, in which a total of 47 
drones were shot down. The combat drone made its debut 
over Afghanistan in October 2001 when a CIA 'Predator' 
UAV fired a Hellfire missile at a Taliban target. This 
marked the start of a 15-year campaign in which drones 
carried out over 400 strikes against Al Qaeda and Taliban 
targets in the Af-Pak region. The September 14 attack on 
Saudi Arabia, by far the most effective in the history of 
Unmanned Aerial System (UAS) combat, is another such 
watershed.
Back home, the Reliance Industries-owned Jamnagar 
refinery, the world's largest, is less than 400 km from the 
Indo-Pakistan border. The facility processes 1.24 million 
barrels of oil each day and is ring-fenced by 
air force bases in Bhuj, Nalia and Jamnagar. 
How effective would these be against a 
drone swarm? These are questions Indian 
defence planners would, no doubt, be 
mulling over.

GSTN makes Aadhaar authentication 
mandatory for new dealers from 

January 2020      16 Sep' 19

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Network has 
decided to make Aadhaar authentication or physical 
verification mandatory for new dealers from 

January 2020. This has been done to check malpractices 
in GST. Aadhaar authentication was earlier optional.  The 
announcement in this regard was made by Deputy Chief 
Minister of Bihar Sushil Kumar Modi, who heads the 
Group of Ministers of GST Network.  This decision was 
taken after noticing in last two years that there are a good 
number of fly-by-night operators, who make fake invoices.  
For those who do not want Aadhaar authentication, physical 
verification will be carried out, which will be completed in 
3 days.  
As refunding is a big issue, the GST Network has also 
decided on complete online refunding from 24 September 
2019 from a single source, either by Central GST or State 
GST. Moreover, no State government is in favour of 
slashing the GST slab for Automobile sector from 28% to 
18%, fearing loss of revenue.  
GSTN has been jointly registered by Central and State 
Governments as a not-for-profit Company under Section 8 
of Companies act, 2013.  It was primarily set up to provide 
IT infrastructure and services to Central government, 

State governments, tax payers and other 
stakeholders for GST implementation.  The 
restructured GSTN, with 100% government 
ownership has equity 50:50 structure 
between Centre and the States.

Coal Ministry signed allotment 
agreement with West Bengal power 

Development Corporation 
17 Sep' 19

Ministry of 
Coal has 
signed an 

allotment agreement 
with the West Bengal 
Power Development 
Corporation Limited 
(WBPDCL) regarding 
the Deocha Pachami 
Dewanganj-Harinsingha coal block. The agreement was 
signed on September 16, 2019. 
Under the provisions of Coal Block Allocation Rules, 
2017, the West Bengal Power Development Corporation 
Limited (WBPDCL) has been allocated the Deocha 
Pachami Dewanganj-Harinsingha coal block. The coal 
block is located in Birbhum district of West Bengal and 
covers an area of 12.28 sq km with estimated reserves of 
2102 million tonnes for generation of power. The Coal 
Block Allocation Rules, 2017 were made under the Mines 
and Minerals (Development and Regulations) Act, 1957. 
The coal block allotment to West Bengal will help generate 
considerable amount of direct and indirect employment 
in West Bengal and also contribute to the socio-economic 
development of the region. The project will also address 
the immediate as well as the future coal and 
power requirements of the region.
The  Deocha Pachami Dewanganj-
Harinsingha Coal Mine is the 2nd largest 
coal mine in the world with an estimated 
reserve of 2102 million tonnes.

NIRVIK scheme for Exporters 
launched      17 Sep' 19

Export Credit Guarantee Corporation of India 
(ECGC) has introduced ‘NIRVIK’ scheme to ease 
the lending process and enhance loan availability 

for exporters. Under the new ‘NIRVIK’ scheme, which is 
also called the  Export Credit Insurance Scheme (ECIS), 

Virat Kohli surpassed Dhoni to become India's most successful Test skipper.
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the insurance cover 
guaranteed will cover 
up to 90 percent 
of the principal 
and interest. The 
insurance cover will 
include both pre 
and post-shipment 
credit. The Export 
Credit Guarantee Corporation of India (ECGC) currently 
provides credit guarantee of up to 60 percent loss.
The insurance cover will include not only the principal 
outstanding but also the unpaid interest for a maximum of 
two quarters or the NPA date, whichever is earlier.  The 
coverage has been increased to 90 percent from the present 
average of 60 percent for both principal and interest.  It 
will also cover both pre-shipment and post-shipment 
advances unlike the present system, where two different 
documents are issued by the ECGC.   The scheme also 
aims to simplify the procedure for settlement of claims and 
provisional payment of up to 50 percent within 30 days on 
production of proof of end-use of the advances in default 
by the Insured Bank.
The scheme will be in force for a period of 5-years and 
on the conclusion, the standard ECGC covers will be 
made available to the Banks with its regular features.  
For accounts with limits below Rs 80 crore, the premium 
rates will be moderated to 0.60 per annum and for those 
exceeding Rs80 crore, the rates will be 0.72 per annum 
for the same enhanced cover.  Further, the scheme will 
mandate inspection of bank documents and records by 
ECGC officials for losses exceeding Rs.10 crore as against 
the present Rs 1crore.  The banks shall pay a premium to 
ECGC monthly on the principal and interest as the cover is 
offered for both outstandings.
The Export Credit Guarantee Corporation of India (ECGC) 
is a fully government-owned company that was established 
in 1957 to promote exports by providing credit insurance 
services.  The ECGC provides Export Credit 
Insurance to Banks (ECIB) to protect the 
banks from losses on account of export credit 
at the Pre and Post-Shipment stage given to 
exporters due to the risks of insolvency or 
protracted default of the exporter borrower.

Government notifies new rules for 
foreign funding of NGOs      17 Sep' 19

The Home Ministry has notified new rules for those 
receiving foreign funding. Now, key functionaries, 
office bearers and members of NGOs, receiving 

foreign funds, 
will have to 
declare before the 
government that they 
were not prosecuted 
or convicted for 
converting anyone 
from one faith to 
another.
The Ministry has announced in a notification that the 
changes in the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 
and Rules, 2011 (FCRA), has been made. Any individual 
receiving a personal gift valued up to Rs 1 lakh need not 
inform the government about it anymore.
Every member of an NGO must also now, under oath, 
through an affidavit, certify that they have never been 
involved in "diverting" foreign funds or propagating 
"sedition" or "advocating violent means”.
Government of India enacted the Foreign Contribution 
(Regulation) Act (FCRA) in the year 1976 with an 
objective of regulating the acceptance and utilization of 
foreign contribution and foreign hospitality by persons and 
associations working in the important areas of national life. 
The act was majorly modified in 2010 with 
several amendments because many NGOs 
were found using illegal use of foreign 
funding. In 2016 license of about 20,000 
NGOs were cancelled after reviewing their 
work.

India Post starts Speed Post Service to 
6 new Foreign Countries      19 Sep' 19

The Dept. of 
Posts has 
a n n o u n c e d 

commencing of 
International Speed 
Post (EMS) Service 
to six new foreign 
destinations in Asia, 
Europe and South 
America. India 
Post has expanded speed post service to 6 new foreign 
destinations namely Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, 
Ecuador, Kazakhstan, Lithuania and North Macedonia. 
The Express Mail Service (EMS) to these 6 countries 
will henceforth be available at major post offices across 
India.  India Post currently provides speed post service to 
nearly 100 countries, as per the information available on 
its website.  

Former India spinner Sunil Joshi has been appointed as coach of Uttar Pradesh Ranji team for a one-
year.
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EMS is a premium service that enables its users to send 
documents as well as merchandise faster. It also provides 
added facility of being able to track movement of the item 
on internet.  This facility is expected to increase people to 
people contact with newly added 6 countries and foster 
trade as EMS is popular channel for small and medium 
enterprises.
For more than 150 years, the Department of Posts 
(DoP) has touched the lives of Indian citizens in many 
ways: delivering mails, accepting deposits under Small 
Savings Schemes, providing life insurance cover under 
Postal Life Insurance (PLI) and Rural Postal Life Insurance 
(RPLI) and providing retail services like bill collection, 
sale of forms, etc. The DoP also acts as an agent for 
Government of India in discharging other services for 
citizens such as Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS) wage disbursement and old 
age pension payments. With 1, 55,531 Post 
Offices, the DoP has the most widely 
distributed postal network in the world.

Corporate tax rates slashed, 
enhanced surcharge not applicable 

on capital gains      20 Sep' 19

Union Finance 
M i n i s t e r 
N i r m a l a 

S i t h a r a m a n 
addressed a press 
conference in 
Panjim, Goa on 
September 20, 2019. 
The Finance Minister 
announced that the Government has proposed to slash the 
corporate tax rates for domestic companies and for new 
domestic manufacturing companies. Sitharaman stated 
that the ordinance for slashing the tax rate has already 
been passed. The tax exemptions will be effective from the 
current financial year which began on April 1, 2019.
The corporate tax rate after surcharge will now be 25.17 
percent inclusive of all cess and surcharges for domestic 
companies. The corporate tax rate has been brought down 
from 30 percent to 22 percent. Any new domestic company 
incorporated on or after October 1, 2019 making fresh 
investment in manufacturing will now pay income tax at a 
rate of 15 percent. The effective tax rate for these companies 
will be 17.01 percent inclusive of all surcharge and cess. To 
boost growth, another provision has been inserted in the 
Income Tax Act with effect from the fiscal year 2019-20. 

This will allow any domestic company to pay income tax 
at 22 percent subject to the condition that they will not avail 
any incentive or exemptions. The effective tax rate for these 
companies shall be 25.17 % inclusive of all surcharge and 
cess. The companies shall also be exempted from paying 
the Minimum Alternate Tax(MAT).
For companies that continue to avail incentive or exemption, 
the government has decided to provide a Minimum Alternate 
Tax(MAT) relief. The Mat rate has been reduced from the 
existing 18.5 percent to 15 percent. The listed companies that 
announced buyback before July 5, 2019 will not be charged 
tax on buyback of shares. The Finance 
Minister said that total stimulus is worth 
Rs 1.45 lakh crore, which is approximately 
1 percent of GDP. This is being done to 
promote investment and growth.

GST Council slashes rates on several 
items      20 Sep' 19

GST Council has slashed tax rates on several items, 
including hotel room tariffs and cut and polished 
semi-precious stones. The Council recommended 

tax rate increase in some other items. Council has also 
decided to link Aadhaar with the registration of taxpayers 
under GST and also examined the possibility of making 
Aadhaar number mandatory for claiming refunds. 
The 37th GST Council meeting was held in Goa under the 
chairmanship of Finance & Corporate Affairs, Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman. Finance Minister announced that 
no GST will be charged for hotel rooms having tariffs of 
upto 1,000 Rupees per night. She said 12 per cent GST 
will be levied on the hotel room from the existing 18 per 
cent whose tariff ranges between 1,001 to 7,500 Rupees. 
Hotel room having tariff of 7,500 Rupees and above will be 
charged 18 per cent from the existing 28 per cent.  Minister 
said that GST Council recommended to lower 12 per cent 
cess on 1,500 CC diesel and 1,200 CC petrol vehicles with 
capacity to carry up to 13 persons. GST council has also 
recommended to reduce the GST rates on slide fasteners, 
marine fuel, wet grinders and dried tamarind. It decided 
to exempt the imports of specified defence goods not 
being manufactured indigenously and supply of goods and 
services to Food and Agriculture Organisation for specified 
projects in India. Nirmala Sitharaman said that caffeinated 
beverages will be charged with 28 per cent 
tax plus 12 per cent compensation cess in 
place of existing tax rate of 18 per cent. 
GST rates on railway wagon and coaches 
have been hiked from 5 per cent to 12 per 
cent.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson lost his first major vote in Parliament on Brexit.
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Sindhu becomes first Indian to 
win Gold at Badminton World 
Championships      26 August' 19

P.V Sindhu 
became the 
first Indian 

player to win the 
historic Badminton 
World Championship 
(BWF)gold by 
crushing Nozomi 
Okuhara in a 
dominating one-sided final on Sunday. In the titan clash, she 
won the gold with 21-7, 21-7 that lasted only 38 minutes.
With this elusive gold, Sindhu became only the world's 
fourth singles player ever to have a full set of world 
championship medals. From here, Sindhu will directly head 
to Tokyo Olympics as the authoritative World Champion.
Sindhu finishes with her fifth medal at the world 
championships. In an earlier edition of BWF, she had won  
Bronze in 2013, again Bronze in 2014, 
Silver in 2017 and again Silver in 2018. 
And now in  2019 - GOLD. Sindhu became 
the international sensation in 2012 when 
she broke into the top-20 in the age of 17. 
She was awarded Padma Shri in 2015.

Sumit Nagal becomes first Indian to 
beat Roger Federer in a set 

27 August' 19

Sumit Nagal has become the first-ever Indian tennis 
player to win a set against tennis giant Roger 
Federer. The Indian achieved this feat on August 
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WADA suspends India dope testing 
laboratory      23 August' 19

The World 
Anti-Doping 
A g e n c y 

(WADA) has 
suspended the 
accreditation of 
the National Dope 
Testing Laboratory 
(NDTL) in New 
Delhi, barring the facility from conducting any anti-
doping tests for up to six months. The suspension, 
which took effect on August 20, was imposed due to 
non-conformities with the International Standard for 
Laboratories. 
The irregularities, identified during a site visit by WADA, 
included some in relation to the lab’s Isotope ratio 
mass spectrometry (GC/C/IRMS) analytical method.  
After WADA’s laboratory expert group recommended 
disciplinary proceedings in May, a disciplinary committee 
recommended the suspension. 
While the lab is suspended samples that have not yet been 
analysed by the lab, samples undergoing a confirmation 
test and any samples that have returned an adverse 
result must be securely transported to another WADA-
accredited laboratory for testing.  “This is in order to 
ensure continued high-quality sample analysis, which 
also helps preserve athletes’ confidence 
in this process and the wider anti-doping 
system,” WADA said in a statement.  The 
laboratory can appeal the suspension or 
apply for reinstatement before six months 
have passed if it has addressed non-
conforming procedures.

Steve Smith becomes 2nd Australian after Allan Border to score 500 in Ashes series.
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skipper MS Dhoni had taken 15 tests to get to 50 Test 
dismissals. Pant reach the milestone by dismissing West 
Indies’ Kraigg Brathwaite off a delivery by Ishant Sharma 
in the second innings of West Indies in the second Test.
Rishabh Pant had equaled the world record for most 
catches in a test by a wicket-keeper in a Test 
against Australia at Adelaide in December 
2018, when he had taken 11 catches. 
Other cricketers to hold the record include 
English wicket-keeper Jack Russell and 
South African AB de Villiers.

Virat Kohli becomes most successful 
test captain overseas      03 Sep' 19

Virat Kohli 
has become 
India’s most 

successful test captain 
after the Indian team 
won the match against 
West Indies by 257 
runs in Jamaica.  It 
was India's 28th win 
in 48 Tests, led by Virat Kohli. He has surpassed Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni, led by India in 27 of 60 Test matches.
Virat Kohli as most successful test captain

 # India has lost only 10 Test matches under the captaincy 
of Virat Kohli. However, the Indian team had to face 
defeat in 18 matches under the captaincy of MS Dhoni.

 # Sourav Ganguly is third on the list and Mohammad 
Azharuddin is fourth. 

 # India played 49 Test matches under the captaincy of 
Sourav Ganguly, won 21 of them. 

 # At the same time, under the captaincy of Mohammad 
Azharuddin, India won just 14 of the 47 Test matches.

 # MS Dhoni announced his retirement from the longest 
format of the game during the tour of Australia in 2014 
and Kohli took over the charge.

 # Since then, Virat Kohli is leading India to victories over 
England, Australia and New Zealand at home and 4-1 
and 2-1 losses in England and South Africa respectively.

 # Virat Kohli is just 32 behind with 68 hundreds from 
Sachin Tendulkar’s all-time record of 
100 hundreds. Meanwhile, Kohli, the 
top-ranked batsman in ODIs and Tests, 
became the first batsman to score 
20.000 runs in a decade.

26, 2019 during his 
first-round match 
against Federer in the 
ongoing US Open.
The 22-year-
old Sumit Nagal 
outclassed the 
legendary Roger 
Federer in the first 
round 6-4. However, Federer bounced back and won the 
remaining three matches, 1-6,2-6,4-6. 
With the feat, Nagal became the fourth player to win the 
opening set against Roger Federer at the US Open after 
Peter Wessels (Netherlands), Jose Acasuso (Argentina) and 
Frances Tiafoe (America).
Sumit Nagal and Roger Federer were very close in the first 
round, with both going back and forth and at one stage, 
the round was tied at 4-4 but then Nadal won continuous 
games to win the first set 6-4.
Roger Federer got his game back in the second set and 
continued the winning momentum into the third and the 
fourth set. 
Sumit Nagal had qualified for the US Open main draw 
on August 23, 2019, becoming the youngest Indian in 25 
years to qualify for the main draw of a Grand Slam. Nagal 
qualified for the Grand Slam after beating Brazil's Jaao 
Menezes 5-7, 6-4, 6-3. Sumit Nagal is currently ranked at 
the 190th position in the ATP rankings.
Sumit Nagal had earlier won the Wimbledon boys' doubles 
title in 2015 with his Vietnamese partner 
Ly Hoang Nam, defeating the doubles pair 
of Reilly Opelka and Akira Santillan in the 
final. He had then become the Indian player 
to win a junior Grand Slam title.

Rishabh Pant breaks Dhoni’s record of 
fastest 50 Test dismissals      02 Sep' 19

Rishabh Pant 
has broken 
MS Dhoni’s 

w i c k e t - k e e p i n g 
record for India by 
becoming the fastest 
Indian wicket-keeper 
to claim 50 dismissals 
in Test cricket.
Rishabh Pant claimed his 50th test dismissal in his 11th test 
during India vs West Indies on September 1, 2019. Former 

Indian Ambassador to Nepal Manjeev Singh Puri inaugurated new building of Koteshwor Multiple 
Campus in Kathmandu.
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US Open 2019 concludes 
09 Sep' 19

Rafael Nadal 
clinched his 
19th Gram 

Slam title by defeating 
Daniil Medvedev 7-5, 
6-3, 5-7, 4-6, 6-4  in 
US Open 2019 final 
match. Now, Rafael 
Nadal closes the gap 
to just one on Roger Federer's 20 Grand Slam triumphs. 
Rafael Nadal won his 5th grand slam title since turning 30, 
surpassing Federer, Novak Djokovic, Rod Laver and Ken 
Rosewall, who all won four titles.
On the other hand, in women’s championship, Bianca 
Andreescu (19) captured the title, defeating 23-time major 
champion Serena Williams. Bianca defeated her with a 
rollercoaster 6-3, 7-5 win. Now, Bianca Andreescu has 
become the youngest Grand Slam winner since Maria 
Sharapova at the 2006 US Open.
About Rafael Nadal

 # Rafael Nadal was born on 3 June 1986. He is a spanish 
professional tennis player. 

 # He is popularly known as “The Kind of Clay.”
 # He has won 19 Grand Slam singles titles and 2008 

Olympic gold medal in singles.
 # Nadal won the 9 French Open titles in his first 10 attempts. 

He was just 19 when he won his first French open title.
 # Rafael Nadal won three grand slam titles (2008, 2010, 

2017) won without losing a set.
 # He is the only male player to win an Olympic gold 

medal in singles and an Olympic gold medal in doubles 
in two separate Olympics.

 # Nadal was named the Laureus World Sportsman of the 
Year in 2011.

About Bianca Andreescu
 # She was born on 16 June 2000. She has become first 

Canadian to win a Grand Slam title.
 # She has defeated 23 times Grand Slam winner Serena 

Williams in US Open 2019.
 # She is youngest Canadian (19) women tennis player to 

win US Open ever.
 # Bianca Andreescu has won three tournament wins, the 

Rogers Cup, US Open and Indian Wells titles this year.

qatar 2022, FIFA World Cup logo 
unveiled      04 Sep' 19

The official 
logo of Qatar 
2022 FIFA 

world cup has been 
unveiled in the 
capital Doha recently. 
FIFA world cup 2022 
will be hosted by 
the Gulf emirate and 
preparations are in full swing. Qatar celebrated the release 
of the 2022 world cup logo by displaying in its public space 
in Doha and cities around the world.
The unveiling of the logo took place at 8:22 pm local 
time (17:22 GMT). Thousands of people were gathered 
to witness the synchronised projection of the logo onto 
a number of the country’s most iconic buildings. Sites 
like - Al Zubarah Fort, Burj Doha, Souq Waqif and Katara 
Cultural Village Amphitheatre were illuminated with a 
synchronised projection of the logo. Similarly, the logo 
was unveiled in 24 other cities around the world like – 
Mumbai, London, Mexico City, Johannesburg, Seoul and 
Paris.
Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup logo

 # The logo represents local culture with the burgundy 
colour of the Qatar’s flag.

 # The Arabic white unisex shawl with maroon patterning 
has used to give it a style and a unique design.

 # It is displayed in a figure-of-eight symbolising infinity 
while creating a heart shape above the words “FIFA 
WORLD CUP Qatar 2022”.

 # The swooping curves of the logo represent the 
undulations of desert dunes. 

 # It is displayed in a figure-of-eight symbolising 
the eight stadiums that will host the World Cup 
matches.

About Qatar FIFA world cup 2022
It will be the 22nd edition of the FIFA World Cup which 
will be the first staged in the Arab world. It will be started 
on November 21, 2022. The final will be 
played on December 18, 2022, Qatar's 
National Day. Official Twitter handle 
of FIFA world cup shares that FIFA and 
host country Qatar reached another major 
milestone on the road to the world’s greatest 
football showpiece.

President Ramnath Kovind embarked on a three-nation (Iceland, Switzerland and Slovenia ) tour 
from 9 september 2019.
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 # Earlier this year, she was ranked 152 but after winning 
US Open she is now ranked 15th.

US Open 2019: Winners List
Event Winner Score
Men's singles final Rafael Nadal 7–5, 6–3, 

5–7, 4–6, 
6–4

Women's singles final Bianca Andreescu 6–3, 7–5
Men's doubles final Juan Sebastián 

Cabal Colombia 
Robert Farah

6–4, 7–5

Women's doubles 
final

Elise Mertens  
Belarus Aryna 
Sabalenka

7–5, 7–5

Mixed doubles final Bethanie Mattek-
Sands Jamie 
Murray

6–2, 6–3

It is a hard court tennis tournament. It is the fourth and the 
final tennis major event of Grand Slam. Apart from this, 
other three grand slams are the French Open, 
the Australian Open and the Wimbledon. 
It is owned and organized by the United 
States Tennis Association (USTA). The US 
Open is the only Grand Slam that employs 
tiebreakers in every set of a match.

Kim Clijsters: Former World no.1 
announces return to tennis 7 years 

after retirement      13 Sep' 19

Kim Clijsters, 
f o r m e r 
World no. 

1 and four-time 
Grand Slam Winner 
has announced her 
return to professional 
tennis, seven years 
after her retirement. 
Kim Clijsters announced her comeback through a video on 
twitter. Clijsters, who is 36, said that she was ready to come 
back in 2020.
This would be Clijsters' second comeback. The tennis legend 
had first retired in 2007 and then for the second time in 
2012 to focus on her family and children. The former world 
no.1 is already a member of the International Tennis Hall 
of Fame. Kim Clijsters had made a successful comeback 
when she had returned to tennis in 2009. The Belgian won 
three of her four major titles then including the US Open 

in 2009 and 2010 and the Australian Open in 2011. With 
her 2009 US Open win, Kim Clijsters became the third 
WTA player to win a major Grand Slam after giving birth, 
after Margaret Court and Evonne Goolagong and the first 
to reclaim her world no. 1 position. Kim Clijsters reclaimed 
her world no.1 spot on February 14, 2011.
Kim Clijsters played her last competitive matches at the 
age of 29 at the 2012 US Open. She was inducted into the 
International Tennis Hall of Fame as a member of the class 
of 2017, following her retirement.
While speaking on her comeback, Kim Clijsters stated 
that she wants to test herself again, both mentally and 
physically. She admitted that she had a lot of work ahead 
of her in the coming months but her biggest motivation is 
the personal challenge involved. "At 36 years old I feel like 
I'm too young to be retired and with so many inspirational 
athletes and moms competing, I can't wait to get back on 
the match court and see what's possible after having three 
children," Clijsters added.
Kim Clijsters revealed that her inspiration for a second 
comeback were the likes of Serena Williams and Victoria 
Azarenka, who have kept playing professional tennis after 
giving birth. Kim Clijsters made her debut in professional 
tennis in 1999 at the age of 15 years. She won her first 
Grand Slam at the 2005 US Open and became the world 
no.1 for the first time in 2006.
She abruptly retired from the sport in 2007 at the age of 23 
after marrying American basketball player, Brian Lynch. 
Her daughter Jada was born in 2008.
Kim Clijsters returned from retirement in 2009, two years 
after her daughter's birth and won the 2009 US Open. She 
followed it up by defending her US Open title in 2010 and 
also won the 2011 Australian Open. She reclaimed her 
world no.1 rank in February 2011, almost after five years. 
She last held the top spot in 2006. 
In total, Kim Clijsters has won 41 singles 
titles, including four major titles, 11 doubles 
titles and held the no.1 rank for a total of 20 
weeks. Kim Clijsters stepped away from 
the sport again in 2012. She had two sons, 
Jack in 2013 and Blake in 2016.

Mayank Vaid completed 463 km 
Enduroman triathlon with a world 

record      16 Sep' 19

Mayak Vaid has become first Indian to complete 
Enduroman triathlon in record time. Enduroman 
triathlon is one of the toughest endurance 
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Previously, Advani achieved a hat-trick of hat-tricks in 
billiards by simultaneously winning the World, Asian and 
Indian National Championship titles in 5 different years- 
2005, 2008, 2012, 2017 and 2019.
Advani is currently the only player in the world to win 
world titles in both short and long formats of snooker 
(6-red and 15-red standard) and both formats of English 
billiards (time and point).
He is also the first Indian to become a world champion in 
6-red snooker. Since 2014, Advani has solely focused on 
billiards.
The Indian government honoured Advani’s 
achievements by conferring him some 
of the biggest sports and civilian awards 
including the Arjuna Award in 2004, Rajiv 
Gandhi Khel Ratna in 2006, Padma Shri in 
2009 and Padma Bhushan in 2018.

Bajrang Punia wins bronze at World 
Wrestling Championships      20 Sep' 19

Bajrang Punia has won bronze at the 2019 World 
Wrestling Championships. Facing Mongolian 
Tulga Tumur Ochir, Bajrang fought back from a 6-0 

deficit to win 8-7 in what turned out to be a thrilling bronze 
medal bout. This is the 25-year-old''s second consecutive 
senior Worlds medal and third overall.  

This is Bajrang''s second consecutive World 
Championship medal after his silver at Budapest 2018. 
This is also his third medal at the senior World''s with his 
first coming in 2013. Bajrang had earlier sealed a spot at 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics by qualifying for the bronze 
medal bout.

In 2017 May, he won a gold medal at the Asian Wrestling 
Championship held at Delhi. In Commonwealth Games 
2018, Gold Coast, Australia, he won the gold medal in the 
men's freestyle 65 kg category. In 2018 Asian Games, he 
won the Men's freestyle 65 kg Gold medal. In 2018 World 
Wrestling Championships Bajrang won Silver at World 
Wrestling Championships. After this Silver Medal, he 
claimed World No. 1 in 65 kg category.

Awards

Arjuna Award, 2015 

Padma Shri Award 2019 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 2019

competitions around 
the world. Enduroman 
triathlon starts in 
London and ends in 
Paris. Mayank Vaid 
is the first-ever Asian 
who completed the 
challenge with a world 
record.  He broke the 
previous world record by a big margin of 2 hours 6 minutes. 
Earlier, Belgium's Julian Denair won the race in 52 hours 30 
minutes. Mayank became the first Asian to win the race and 
the 44th athlete in the world.
The Enduroman Triathlon Race began from London's 
Marble Arch. The contestants initially ran 140 km of races. 
The contestants then swam 33.8 km from the Kent coast 
and crossed the English Channel and reached the coast of 
France. From here, the contestants cycled 289.7 km to finish 
the race in Paris.  The ‘Enduroman – Arch to Arc’ triathlon 
starts from the Marble Arch in London and an athlete has 
to reach Arc de Triomphe in Paris to successfully complete 
it. The long journey involves hours of 
running, swimming and cycling and can 
be exhausting if preparations or strategy 
is not right. Mayank Vaid became only the 
44th person in the world to complete the 
challenging triathlon.

Pankaj Advani wins record 22nd 
World Billiards Title      16 Sep' 19

Pankaj Advani 
has won his 
22nd World 

Billiards Title at the 
IBSF World Billiards 
Championship 2019. 
This is Advani’s 
fourth consecutive 
world title in billiards 
short format (150-up). 
Pankaj Advani is one of India’s most consistent 
sportspersons. Following his return in 2014 after a brief 
professional stint in the UK, Advani has won a world title 
every year in billiards or snooker or both. Pankaj Advani 
has won a global title every year since 2003. Pankaj Advani 
beat the local favourite, Myanmar’s Nay Thway Oo again 
to claim his 22nd title, while Oo had to settle for silver for 
the second time in a row. 

Delhi, Mumbai and Cochin are among the top five international cities that contributed to the highest 
share of traffic through the Abu Dhabi airport during the summer period.
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‘Samudrayaan’ India's 
new project for deep ocean 

mining.

Russia launches rocket 

carrying life-sized robot to 

International Space Station.

ISRO, DRDO sign 
Memorandum for Human 

Space Mission.

Russia launches rocket carrying life-
sized robot to International Space 

Station      23 August' 19

Russia launched 
a rocket 
carrying life-

sized robot to the 
International Space 
Station (ISS) from 
Baikonur cosmodrome 
in Kazakhstan. It is set 
to arrive at the station 
on Saturday. The robot, named Fedor is the first ever sent into 
space by Russia.
In order to test a new emergency rescue system, the 
robot was the Soyuz rocket's only passenger. Alexander 
Bloshenko, the Russian Space Agency's Director for 
Prospective Programmes and Science said that during 
its 10 days at the ISS, Fedor will learn new skills such 
as connecting and disconnecting electric cables, using 
standard items from a screwdriver and a spanner to a fire 
extinguisher.
About International Space Station
The first piece of the International Space Station was 
launched in November 1998.
The International Space Station (ISS) is a space station 
(habitable artificial satellite) in low Earth orbit. The ISS 
programme is a joint project between five participating 
space agencies: NASA (United States), Roscosmos 
(Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe), and CSA (Canada).
The first crew arrived on November 2, 2000. People have 
lived on the space station ever since. More pieces have 
been added over time. NASA and its partners from around 
the world completed construction of the space station in 
2011.

President Ram Nath Kovind presented Awards for outstanding contribution to the journey of Swachh 
Bharat Mission in various categories during the Swachhata Mahotsava in New Delhi.

The space station has the volume of a five-bedroom house 
or two Boeing 747 jetliners. It is able to support a crew of 
six people, plus visitors.
The ownership and use of the space station is established 
by intergovernmental treaties and agreements.
The ISS serves as a microgravity and space environment 
research laboratory in which crew members conduct 
experiments in biology, human biology, physics, astronomy, 
meteorology, and other fields.
The station is suited for the testing of spacecraft systems 
and equipment required for missions to the Moon and Mars.
The ISS maintains an orbit with an average altitude of 400 
kilometres (250 mi) by means of reboost manoeuvres using 
the engines of the Zvezda module or visiting spacecraft.
It circles the Earth in roughly 92 minutes and completes 
15.5 orbits per day.
The station is divided into two sections, the Russian Orbital 
Segment (ROS), which is operated by Russia, and the 
United States Orbital Segment (USOS), which is shared by 
many nations.
The ISS is the largest human-made body in low Earth orbit 
and can often be seen with the naked eye 
from Earth.
The ISS is the ninth space station to be 
inhabited by crews, following the Soviet 
and later Russian Salyut, Almaz, and Mir 
stations as well as Skylab from the US.

‘Samudrayaan’ India's new project 
for deep ocean mining      02 Sep' 19

India is planning to explore the deep sea region with 
a project named 'Samudrayaan'. The 'Samudrayaan' 
project proposes to send men into the deep sea in 

a submersible vehicle for ocean studies. The project is 
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currently financed through grants from the German Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and the 
Federal Ministry of Health (BMG).
India will be one of the board members of the Global 
Antimicrobial Resistance R&D hub. India aims to work 
with all the hub partners to boost their existing capabilities, 
resources and collectively focus on new R&D intervention 
to address infections that are drug resistant.
Antimicrobial resistance refers to a microbe’s ability to 
resist the effects of drugs that could once treat it successfully. 
The emergence and spread of antimicrobial resistance is 
currently unchecked around the world. Resistant microbes 
are very difficult to treat. Such microbes require alternative 
medication or higher doses of antimicrobials, which can be 
more expensive, more toxic or both. The microbes resistant 
to multiple antimicrobials are called multidrug-resistant 
(MDR). India feels that it is feasible to 
explore issues of antimicrobial resistance 
through One Health approach which should 
be supported by long-term commitments 
from all stakeholders.

ISRO, DRDO sign Memorandum for 
Human Space Mission      18 Sep' 19

Indian Space Research Organisation and Defence 
Research and Development Organisation have signed 
an Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) to develop 

human-centric systems for the Human Space Mission. This 
will demonstrate ISRO's human space flight capabilities. 
The Memorandum were signed by a delegation of ISRO 
scientists led by Human Space Flight Centre Director 
Dr. S Unnikrishnan Nair with various DRDO labs to 
provide technologies for human-centric systems and 
technologies specific to the Human Space Mission.  Under 
the agreement, the technological capabilities existing in 
DRDO labs for defence applications will be customised to 
meet the requirements of ISRO’s human space mission.
DRDO will be providing critical technologies to ISRO 
such as space crew health monitoring and emergency 
survival kit, space food, parachutes for the crew module’s 
safe recovery and radiation measurement and protection. 
ISRO aims to launch its maiden Human Space Mission, 
Gaganyaan before the 75th anniversary of India’s 
independence in 2022.  The Human Spaceflight Programme 
aims to carry three people to space to orbit the 
Earth for roughly about 7 days and bring them 
safely back to the ground. The crewed space 
mission is planned to be launched aboard 
ISRO’s GSLV Mk III in December 2021.

expected to become 
a reality by 2021-22.
The project has 
been undertaken 
by the National 
Institute of Ocean 
Technology (NIOT). 
NIOT Director MA 
Atmanand said that 
NIOT has similarly undertaken Samudrayaan as ISRO has 
envisioned carrying an astronaut to space under its 2022 
'Gaganyaan' mission.
The 'Samudrayaan' is a pilot project of the Ministry of 
Earth Sciences for deep ocean mining for rare minerals. 
Under the proposed 'Samudrayaan' project, three men will 
be sent into deep sea in a submersible vehicle to a depth 
of about 6000 metres to carry out various deep underwater 
studies.
The submersible vehicle, which will be indigenously 
developed, would be capable of crawling on the sea bed at 
a depth of six-kilometer for 72 hours. The project will go 
deeper in phases with more trials and the ocean mining is 
expected to commence in 2022.
The submarines deployed currently go 
only about 200 metres deep into the sea. 
The expenditure of the ambitious project is 
expected to be around Rs 200 crore.

India joins global antimicrobial 
resistance R&D hub      12 Sep' 19

India has been 
included as a 
member of the 

Global Antimicrobial 
Resistance (AMR) 
Research and 
Development (R&D) 
Hub. After inclusion 
of India, the Global 
Antimicrobial Resistance Research and Development hub 
now has 16 member nations. The hub also has the European 
Commission, two philanthropic foundations as members 
and four international organisations as observers.
The global research and development hub on antimicrobial 
resistance was launched in May 2018 on the sidelines of 
the 71st session of the World Health Assembly. The hub 
was set up following a call from the G20 member nations 
in 2017. The operations of the hub are supported through 
a Secretariat, which is established in Berlin, Germany. It is 

Malinga clinches his second T20 hat-trick, takes four wickets in four balls and becomes first bowler 
to claim 100 wickets.
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PM Modi, Mongolian Prez 
jointly unveil statue of  

Lord Buddha in Mongolia.

Statue of Unity, Mumbai’s Soho House 
feature in Time’s list of 100 greatest 

places in world      23 August' 19

India’s 'Statue 
of Unity' and 
'Soho House' in 

Mumbai have been 
featured in the Time’s 
list of 100 greatest 
places in the world. 
The 597-ft tall 'Statue 
of Unity' is located in 
Gujarat and the Soho House is located in Mumbai.
The Time magazine in its annual list of 2019, compiled a 
list of 100 greatest places in the world that are new and 
noteworthy destinations to experience. The list is divided 
into places to visit, to stay and to eat and drink. Besides 
the two Indian entries, the Time’s list includes Zakouma 
National Park in Chad, International Dark Sky Sanctuary in 
Pitcairn Islands, Geosea Geothermal Sea Baths in Iceland, 
Museum of Black civilizations in Senegal, Heart Castle in 
California, Teatro Galli in Italy, Red Sea Mountain Trail 
in Egypt, Troy Museum in Turkey and the Sixth Senses in 
Bhutan.
The ‘Statue of Unity’ with a height of 182m, is the tallest 
statue in the world. The statue is located on an island in 
the Narmada River facing the Sardar Sarovar Dam. The 
construction of the statue started in October 2013 and it 
was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
October 31, 2018, on the occasion of Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel’s 143rd birth anniversary.  The statue showcases 
Patel's vision of unity, patriotism, inclusive growth and 
good governance.
Mumbai’s Soho House was founded in 1995 as a home 
from home for people working in the creative industries.  

Anupriya Madhumita Lakra is the first tribal woman to become a commercial pilot.

The Soho House is located in an 11- storey building in 
Mumbai, overlooking the Arabian Sea. The house includes 
a library, a cinema with 34 seats and a rooftop bar and pool. 
Since its founding, the house has grown into a community 
of like-minded individuals with houses all over the world.
The Time’s list of 100 greatest places in the world is 
compiled after inviting nominations across a variety of 
categories including parks, museums, restaurants and 
hotels from industry experts as well as its editors and 
correspondents around the world.
Each of the nominated places is then 
evaluated based on five key factors- quality, 
originality, sustainability, innovation and 
influence. The places are measured based 
on how unique and extraordinary their 
experience is.

Malaria Eradication possible by 
2050: Lancet Report      11 Sep' 19

The latest 
Lancet Report 
suggested that 

it may be possible 
to eradicate malaria 
from the world by 
2050. The report 
titled, ‘Malaria 
eradication within 
a generation: ambitious, achievable, and necessary’ has 
prepared by 41 leading scientists, economists and health-
policy experts. The report, published on September 2019, 
synthesizes existing evidence with new epidemiological and 
financial analyses to demonstrate that malaria eradication 
by 2050 is a bold but attainable and necessary goal.

 # According to the Lancet Report, in 2017, there were 86 
such countries and the pace of malaria elimination has 
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Overseas Indians are largest 
diaspora in the world: UN Report      

18 Sep' 19

A report released 
by United 
Nations has 

revealed that India is 
the leading country of 
origin of international 
migrants in 2019 with 
a 17.5 million-strong 
diaspora. The report 
said that the number 
of migrants globally reached an estimated 272 million. The 
Population Division of the UN Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs released the International Migrant Stock 2019. 
Highlights  
India is the leading country of origin of international 
migrants with 17.5 million people. As per the report, 
top 10 countries are responsible of one-third of all 
international migrants. The International Migrant Stock 
2019 informed that India hosted 5.1 million international 
migrants in 2019 which is less than 5.2 million in 2015. 
However, report suggested that India holds its place 
constantly at 0.4% from 2010 to 2019. Most of the 
international migrants came from Bangladesh, Pakistan 
and Nepal.  
After India, Migrants from Mexico makes the second 
largest diaspora (11.8 million), followed by China (10.7 
million), Russia (10.5 million), Syria (8.2 million), 
Bangladesh (7.8 million), Pakistan (6.3 million), 
Ukraine (5.9 million), the Philippines (5.4 million) and 
Afghanistan (5.1 million). 
In Europe, 82 million migrants were settled there, followed 
by North America (59 million) and North Africa and 
Western Asia (49 million). Report said that USA is hosting 
the largest number of international migrants (51 million) 
while Saudi Arabia (13 million), Russia (12 million), 
England (10 million), France (8 million) and Italy (6 
million) are also holding the large numbers of migrants.  
The International Migrant Stock 2019 report said that the 
share of women and girls migrants fell slightly from 49% 
to 48% in the year 2019. Northern America 
had the highest (52%) number of women 
migrants. However, Europe (51%), Sub-
Saharan Africa (47 %) and Northern Africa 
and Western Asia (36 %) also experienced 
the issue of women migrants.

accelerated in recent years between 2000 and 2017, 20 
countries achieved elimination and several others are 
on track to eliminate by 2020.

 # The report suggested that global social, economic, and 
environmental trends are, in most places, helping to 
reduce malaria. The Commission’s models show that 
these trends alone will lead to greatly reduced but still 
widespread malaria by 2050.

 # The report suggested that forming close partnerships 
with private healthcare providers, to ensure that all 
malaria cases are correctly diagnosed, treated, and 
reported can strengthen the programme.

 # Other essential measures - deploying information 
technology solutions that facilitate the 
faster and smarter collection, analysis, 
use, and sharing of data to inform the 
choice and targeting of interventions 
and improve the impact of existing 
tools.

Hima Das named brand ambassador 
of Gatorade by PepsiCo      13 Sep' 19

Athlete Hima 
Das has been 
a p p o i n t e d 

by PepsiCo India as 
a brand ambassador 
for its sports drink 
Gatorade. With this 
the 19-year old Hima 
Das joins ace shuttler 
PV Sindhu (since 2017) and javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra 
(since 2018) as the brand’s ambassadors in country. 
The upcoming campaign of the brand- ‘Nothing Beats 
Hima. Nothing Beats Gatorade’, will pay tribute to the 
sprint runner while building on brand’s belief that sports 
performance is driven from within. During the period of 
partnership, Gatorade India will also be working with 
Hima Das to understand her training and race-day nutrition 
better. As per PepsiCo India, Hima personifies the spirit of 
its sports drink brand Gatorade through her persevering 
attitude and unwavering spirit to win. Gatorade claims 
that its formula has right amount of fluids, 
carbohydrates and electrolytes that can help 
an athlete rehydrate, replenish and refuel 
while playing any sport. Thus Gatorade is 
the perfect fuel to partner with Hima Das 
as she sets out to achieve new accolades for 
the country.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 10,000-acre Aurangabad Industrial City 
(AURIC), India's first greenfield industrial smart city.
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and Preeti Rana. Both are the co-founders of Squared 
Watermelon Ltd. According to them 2019 version 
attracted over 700 nominations which were narrowed 
down to 44 finalists.
Among some of the other winners at the ceremony 
included Kalli Purie, Vice-Chairperson of India Today 
Group who won the Outstanding Media and Entertainment 
Award; Charlotte Crosswell, CEO of Innovate Finance 
UK, who won the Specialist Professional Award; Asha De 
Vos, Marine Biologist, Ocean Educator and Pioneer Blue 
Whale Research within the Indian Ocean, 
who won the Inspirational Icon Award; 
and Rachael Burford, Rugby Player and 
Founder of Burford Academy UK, who 
won the Competitive Sports Award.

PM Modi, Mongolian Prez jointly unveil 
statue of Lord Buddha in Mongolia  

20 Sep' 19

Prime Minister 
N a r e n d r a 
Modi and 

visiting Mongolian 
President jointly 
unveiled a statue 
of Lord Buddha at 
Gandan Monastery in 
Ulaanbaatar through 
video-conferencing in New Delhi.  PM Modi had offered 
prayers at the Gandan Tegchenling Monastery during his 
visit to Mongolia in 2015 and had announced to gift a 
statue of Lord Buddha to the monastery, underlining the 
common Buddhist heritage and civilizational links between 
the two countries and peoples. The statue is a symbol of 
India-Mongolia spiritual partnership and shared Buddhist 
heritage.  

The two countries would review ongoing cooperation 
in fields of infrastructure, energy, disaster management, 
defence, security, culture, and capacity building.  Mongolian 
President also laid wreath at the Samadhi of Mahatma 
Gandhi at Rajghat. Battulga was on a five-day visit to 
India with an aim to intensify bilateral ties 
between the two countries.This is the first 
State Visit by a Mongolian President in last 
ten years. During his stay, the Mongolian 
President also visited Agra, Bodh Gaya and 
Karnataka.

Documentary Moti Bagh nominated 
for Oscars      18 Sep' 19

A documentary 
Moti Bagh, 
which is based 

on an Uttarakhand 
farmer’s life has 
been nominated 
for the Oscars. The 
documentary has been 
directed by Nirmal 
Chander. The story is based on the life of a farmer called 
Vidyadutt, who belongs to a remote village in Uttarakhand’s 
Pauri Garhwal region. It shows how the 83-year-old struggles 
to keep his farm alive and till the uninhabited hilly lands.
The film throws light on the issue of migration of people 
from villages, especially from the remote villages in the 
Garhwal and Kumaon regions of Uttarakhand. It highlights 
how Uttarakhand has witnessed migration in disturbing 
proportions, with villages after villages lying empty and no 
one to till the land.
The film also covers Nepali farmers, who 
settled in the region to plug in the gap and 
faced discrimination at the same time with 
locals calling them names like Nepali and 
Bahadur. However, the film highlights how 
these Nepali farmers are feeding the whole 
Uttarakhand.

Sonu Nigam bags Magnificent 
Performing Arts Award in UK  

20 Sep' 19

Popular Bollywood 
playback singer 
Sonu Nigam has 

been honoured with the 
Magnificent Performing 
Arts Award at the annual 
21st Century Icon Awards 
in London. Nigam was 
among a host of winners across a range of categories at a 
gala awards ceremony last week, devised as a celebration 
of dynamic entrepreneurs and successful individuals chosen 
from hundreds of nominations from around the world.
The 21st Century Icon Awards are the brainchild of 
UK-based Indian-origin entrepreneurs Tarun Ghulati 

Veteran Supreme Court lawyer and former Union Minister Ram Jethmalani passed away in Delhi.
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CHIVALROUS (Adjective) UK   v.əl.rəs/ US    /
 v.əl.rəs/ mnkj

A chivalrous man is polite, honest, fair, and kind towards 
women:
e.g. Ankush was polite and chivalrous and never cursed in 
front of her.
It's very chivalrous of you to defend her but don't you think 
she can speak for herself?
OTHER DEFINITIONS
1 : VALIANT
chivalrous warriors
2 : of, relating to, or characteristic of chivalry and 
knight-errantry
a chivalrous quest
3a : marked by honour, generosity, and courtesy
appreciated the chivalrous acts of the general
PRONUNCIATION
Let us deal with the pronunciation with this magical word 
i.e., chivalrous, so first of all break it into two parts i.e., Chi 
i.e., shi…..val as cull, and rous as ‘ras’ so this emerged out 
as shivalros, and the word is chivalrous.
MORE EXAMPLE SENTENCES
Kavisha was so affected by this incident that he refused to 
campaign against such a chivalrous monarch.
Somit is noble, compassionate and chivalrous, but often 
doubts his own leadership skills.
DEFINITIONS
Relating to the historical concept of chivalry.
‘the concept of chivalrous combat’
ORIGIN
adj.
mid-14c., from Old French chevaleros "knightly, noble, 
chivalrous," from chevalier (see chevalier; also cf. 
chivalry). According to OED, obsolete in English and 
French from mid-16c. Not revived in French, but brought 
back in English late 18c. by romantic writers fond of 
medieval settings. 

RELATED FORMS
chivalrously adverb       chivalrousness noun
non·chiv·al·rous, adjective       non·chiv·al·rous·ly, adverb
non·chiv·al·rous·ness, noun      su·per·chiv·al·rous, adjective
su·per·chiv·al·rous·ly, adverb   su·per·chiv·al·rous·ness, noun
un·chiv·al·rous, adjective         un·chiv·al·rous·ly, adverb
un·chiv·al·rous·ness, noun
Synonyms : gentlemanly, honourable, respectful
ANTONYMS : degraded, ignoble, low
EXAMPLES OF CHIVALROUS IN A SENTENCE:
(1) ‘Common folk also exhibited chivalrous conduct, 

though in less glamorous ways.’
(2) ‘Chris was a very chivalrous guy and one of the 

nicest guys I had ever met.’
(3) ‘And you ask why chivalrous men are a dying breed?’
(4) ‘That man worried him; he was too chivalrous for his 

own good, too careless for his chivalry.’
(5) ‘Now that I know him and he's my husband, he's so 

chivalrous.’
(6) ‘And chivalrous men become burdened by feelings of 

guilt and shame when they hear stories of husbands 
who beat up their wives.’

(7) ‘Nathan pulled Melanie's chair out for her and she 
blushed forgetting how dining with a chivalrous man 
felt like.’

(8) ‘Wow, you really are the most chivalrous gentleman 
I've ever met.’

(9) ‘As for chivalrous men, well, if you really want your 
man to adhere to the courtly standards of medieval 
Europe, you'd better be prepared for rotting teeth and 
rampant body odour.’

(10) ‘A chivalrous chap, Randall gives the girl a 
shoulder to cry on, although Hopkirk feels that his 
corporeal colleague is being perhaps a little too 
attentive.’

FIRST KNOWN USE OF CHIVALROUS
In the 14th century

NEW AND TRICKY
SUFFIX DESCRIPTION PART OF SPEECH MADE FROM EXAMPLES

‘Ous’ Characteristic for being 
something Adjective Verb or Noun Carnivorous, devious, numerous, 

mellifluous
CONTEMPORARY EXAMPLES
Old-school tradition dictated that the guy paid as part of a 
chivalrous courtship.
— Michelle Singletary, BostonGlobe.com, "Who should 
foot the bill on the first date?," 1 June 2018

This myth that Drake is less reckless and more 
chivalrous than rappers like, say, Future, needs to be 
debunked.
— refinery29.com, "Can We Finally Admit Drake Isn't The 
"Good Guy" We Thought He Was?," 29 June 2018
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D. Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha -
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sushil Chandra
   9. Director General, ITBP S S Deshwal
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V Chaudhary
  11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajiv Mehrishi
  13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somanath
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director Rishi Kumar Shukla
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
  20. Chairman, UGC D. P. Singh
  21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K. N. Vyas
  23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
  24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  25. Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India Vivek Joshi
  26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Pramod Chandra Mody
  27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  30. Chairman, LIC M. R. Kumar
  31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
  32. Home Secretary  Ajay Kumar Bhalla
  33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  34. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N. K. Singh
  35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
  36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  37. President, ASSOCHAM Balkrishan Goenka
  38. Chairman, NASSCOM Keshav Murugesh
  39. Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
  40. Chief, RAW Samant Goel
  41. Children Film Society of India, CEO Prashant Pathrabe
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre A.K. Mohanty
  43. President, CII Vikram S. Kirloskar
  44. President, FICCI Sandip Somany
  45. Chairman of 21st Law Commission Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. DG of National Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
  49. Finance Secretary  Rajiv Kumar
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Sunil Mehta
Data as on 23rd September, 2019

A three-day-long International conference ANGAN for Energy Efficiency in Building Sector was 
organized by Bureau of Energy Efficiency in New Delhi.
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Branch Name Phone Number
Agra 9235253430

Ahmedabad 9228202732

Ajmer 9261503888

Aligarh 7706008037

Prayagraj (Allahabad) 9235253403

Alwar 9521177944

Ambala 9253058711

Ambikapur 8823868882

Amritsar 9646606160

Asansol 7430997115

Azamgarh 9208242842

Budaun 9627671787

Bahraich 9208249852

Balasore 9583185223

Ballia 9208243152

Banda 9554334847

Bengaluru 9538712808

Bareilly 9235253431

Basti 7706008031

Berhampur 9078907945

Bhagalpur 9204363221

Bhilai-Durg 8878783345

Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901

Bhubaneshwar 9237026745

Bijnor 7706008027

Bilaspur 8878817515

Bulandshahr 7706008030

Chandigarh 9256002024

Chennai 8939777224

Coimbatore 8110967668

Cuttack 7894013095

Darbhanga 9204303818

Dehradun 9236510116

Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515

Delhi Kingsway 9268561517

Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355

Delhi Munirka 9210092245

Delhi Rohini 9250239671

Deoria 9208248122

Dhanbad 9204979723

Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987

Etah 9208237386

Ayodhya (Faizabad) 9235253421

Faridabad 9643396140

Farrukhabad 7706008029

Fatehpur 9554330811

Firozabad 9208235736

Gaya 9234211469

Ghaziabad 9212229724

Ghazipur 9208244539

Gonda 9208250778

Gorakhpur 9235253400

Gurugram 9643396139

Guwahati 8134935078

Gwalior 9200377275

Haldwani 9208256021

Hardoi 9208248208

Haridwar 7706008034

Hisar 9253678050

Hoshangabad 8358831338

Hyderabad-Ameerpet 9247749865

Hyderbad- Dilsukh Nagar 7032410704

Indore 7581800953

Jabalpur 9229174905

Jaipur 6386903166

Jammu 8317092664

Jamshedpur 8877187640

Jaunpur 9208244355

Jhalandhar 8557088164

Jhansi 9235253424

Jodhpur 6386903165

Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484

Senior judge of the Allahabad High Court, Justice Vikram Nath, has been appointed as the Chief 
Justice of the Gujarat High Court.
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Kanpur Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143

Karnal 8930175568

Kolkata 9230141497

Kurukshetra 9253678053

Lakhimpur 9208251562

Lucknow Alambagh PO 9235253501

Lucknow Bhootnath 9235253502

Lucknow Gomti Nagar 9235253548

Lucknow Mahanagar PO 9235253443

Lucknow Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028

Mainpuri 9208241450

Mathura 7706008072

Meerut 9235253448

Mirzapur 9628763418

Moradabad 9235253442

Mumbai 9221944071

Munger 8881667750

Muzaffarnagar 7706008032

Muzaffarpur 9204303515

Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073

Nasik 9168512624

Noida 9953948834

Orai 9208237457

Patiala 9780859721

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305

Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660

Pune 9225231629

Raebareilly 9235253412

Raipur 9229174912

Rajkot 9979316870

Rampur 9208255388

Ranchi 9204855313

Rewa 7415690904

Rohtak 8930403886

Roorkee 7706008033

Sagar 7509219781

Saharanpur 9235253445

Sambalpur 8594958962

Shahjahanpur 9208256201

Shimla 8894100342

Siliguri 7602742939

Sitapur 7706008028

Sultanpur 9208252915

Surat 9537360459

Tirupati 9581933099

Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029

Vadodara 9537589477

Varanasi 9235253419

Vijaywada 8886309897

Vishakapatnam 9966593419

Warangal 8142230661

World number 15 Bianca Andreescu has become the first Canadian to win a Grand Slam singles title.
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The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India have signed a $200 million loan 

to upgrade rural roads to all-weather standards in 34 districts of Maharashtra.

Mega Banks Merger

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman called a 
press conference and announced the merger of ten big 
public sector banks (PSBs) into four. India will now have 
12 Public Sector Banks from 27 in 2017. Sitharaman 
mentioned that only six banks showcased profitability in 
the 4th Quarter of 2018-19. However, in Quarter 1 of 2019, 
14 PSBs showcased growth and profit. In order to boost the 
national presence of banks along with their global reach, 
the amalgamation of banks was necessitated. This is not 
the first time that the Government is merging the banks 
together. Earlier, under the Banks Consolidation plan itself, 
the Government had merged all the entities of State Bank 
of India into one and merged Bank of Baroda, Dena Bank 
and Vijaya Bank as one single entity. The merger of these 
banks is aimed at making India a USD 5 trillion economy.

Banks to be merged together are:  
 # Punjab National Bank, Oriental Bank of Commerce, 

United Bank of India will be merged as one-Canara 

Bank & Syndicate Bank  
 # Union Bank of India, Andhra Bank and Corporation 

Bank  
 # Indian Bank & Allahabad Bank  

The Government targets USD 5 trillion economy through 
these bank reforms and consolidation. The Government 
would infuse Rs 55,250 Crore of capital in these 10 big 
banks for their credit growth and regulatory compliance to 
boost the economy. 
Apart from these merged banks, two public sector banks 
will continue to work as an independent body to strengthen 
national presence. These banks are Bank of India and 
Central Bank of India. 
Four regional banks will also continue to work 
independently to strengthen the regional focus. These are: 
Indian Overseas Bank, UCO Bank, Bank of Maharashtra 
and Punjab & Sind Bank.

Details of Amalgamation of 10 Banks into 4 NextGen PSBs

Head/Anchor Bank Merged banks Business Size
(Rupees) PSB Size

Punjab National Bank
Punjab National Bank
Oriental Bank of Commerce
United Bank of India

17.94 Lakh crore 2nd largest Bank

Canara Bank Canara Bank
Syndicate Bank 15.20 Lakh crore 4th largest Bank

Union Bank of India
Union Bank of India
Andhra Bank
Corporation Bank

14.59 Lakh crore 5th largest Bank

Indian Bank Indian Bank
Allahabad Bank 8.08 Lakh crore 7th largest Bank

State Bank of India (Merged earlier) 52.65 Lakh crore 1st largest bank
Bank of Baroda (Merged earlier) 16.13 Lakh crore 3rd largest bank

Banks that will continue to work individually: Apart from these 10 merged entities, six banks will continue to work 
individually. Have a look at the details of these banks:



61NOVEMBER 2019  MICADwayne Johnson topped Forbes' list of world's highest-paid male actors, with earnings for last 12 
months estimated at $89.4 million (nearly Rs.640 crore).

Bank Business Size

Bank of India 9.03 Lakh crore (6th Largest 
Bank)

Central Bank of India 4.68 Lakh crore
Indian Overseas Bank 3.75 Lakh crore
UCO Bank 3.17 Lakh crore
Bank of Maharashtra 2.34 Lakh crore
Punjab & Sind Bank 1.71 Lakh crore

Capital Infusion in the Public 
Sector Banks  
Finance Minister Sitharaman also announced capital 
infusion in the public sector banks with an aim to scale 
them. The Government plans to infuse Rs 55,250 Crore 
of capital in the PSBs. Have a look at bank-wise capital 
infusion:

Bank Capital Infusion
Punjab National Bank Rs 16,000 crore
Union Bank of India Rs 11,700 crore
Bank of Baroda Rs 7,000 crore
Indian Bank Rs 2,500 crore
Indian Overseas Bank Rs 3,800 crore
Central Bank of India Rs 3,300 crore
UCO Bank Rs 2,100 crore
United Bank of India Rs 1,600 crore
Punjab and Sind Bank Rs 750 crore

Motive & Objective behind 
Merger of PSBs
The Finance Ministry opines that the merger of these 10 
public sector banks (PSBs) will help India make a USD 
5 Trillion Economy. The bank merger was done under the 
bank consolidation plan of the Union Government. Have 
a look at the government’s objective behind the merger of 
these banks:

 # Enhanced capacity to increase credit
 # Banks with a strong national presence and international reach
 # Reduction in lending cost
 # Next Generation technology for the banking sector
 # Improved ability to raise market resources

Consolidation of public sector banks
Merger of SBI and its subsidiaries
The merger of these three lenders follows the merger of 
State Bank of India (SBI) and its associate banks in 2017. 
The SBI merged with itself five of its subsidiary banks 
and took over Bharatiya Mahila Bank, a state-run bank for 
women.

These five subsidiaries were State Bank of Bikaner, State 
Bank of Mysore, State Bank of Patiala, State Bank of 
Travancore, and State Bank of Hyderabad.
The merger resulted in:
Synergy in operations
Optimal utilization of human resources
No retrenchment of employees
Better career prospects for employees
Improved treasury management
Improved monitoring of high value assets
Expected bank mergers
The Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) is in process to take 
over the management control of the IDBI Bank.
The Government is also in the process to consider the 
rationalisation of 56 Regional Rural banks (RRBs) into 38.

Background
The Modi Government had announced the consolidation 
of public sector banks in 2016, owing to mounting Non-
Performing Assets (NPAs). The plan was to cut down the 
number of PSBs by half from 21 to about 10-12 banks.
The Union Cabinet in August 2017 approved amalgamation 
of Public Sector Banks through Alternative Mechanism 
(AM) with an aim to facilitate consolidation among the 
Nationalised Banks to create strong and competitive banks.
Why is there a need of banks consolidation in India?

 # India is the fastest growing major economy in the 
world. To sustain this growth, there is a need for mega 
banks that only will ensure investments into the large 
scale infrastructure projects.

 # At present, there are a total of 20 public sector banks 
(PSBs) in the country, including the amalgamated SBI. 
The consolidation helps in leveraging the benefits of 
economies of scale.

 # Banking sector is suffering from non performing assets 
(NPAs) problem. To overcome this, the government 
is resorting to capital infusion. Consolidation will 
increase capital efficiency, apart from improving the 
ability of banks to recover bad loans.

 # Consolidation will help in leveraging the synergies 
among the banks that have diverse portfolios, focus 
areas and coverage areas.

 # As the government is the only common owner of all 
the PSBs, the process of consolidation is much easier 
and effortless.

 # At present, there is only a single Indian bank in the top 
50 global banks list that is the SBI. The consolidation 
is expected to fill this gap, and, consequently, help 
build the ‘Brand India’ among international investors.

 # International experience is also favourable towards 
consolidation. Banks in Japan gained a lot as a result 
of large scale merger and acquisition process between 
1990 and 2004.



62 MICA  NOVEMBER 2019 Former opener Vikram Rathour will replace Sanjay Bangar as India's new batting coach.

Amazon Rainforest 
Fires

Amazon Rainforest 
Fires

Amazon Rainforest Fires: a blow 
to fight against global climate 
change
An unprecedented number of fires have raged the Amazon 
forests in Brazil in 2019, which intensified in August. 
Brazil was hit by more than 80,000 fires so far this year, 
the most ever recorded by the country’s National Institute 
for Space Research (INPE). It’s a nearly 80 percent jump 
compared to the number of fires the country experienced 
over the same time period in 2018. Amazon accounted for 
more than fifty percent of these fires. According to Experts, 
deforestation and slash-and-burn practice are to blame for 
most of the flames. People in Amazon cut down patches 
of forest, allow the area to dry out, then set the remains 
ablaze to make room for agriculture or other development. 
Because cattle rearing is major activity in Brazil, people 
also set fires to replenish the soil and encourage the growth 
of pastures for cattle. Brazil is the world’s top exporter of 
beef, according to the US Department of Agriculture.
President Jair Bolsonaro had pledged to open up the Amazon 
to more development. Thus he has shifted attention away 
from deforestation. Bolsonaro initially pointed a finger at 
NGOs opposing his policies for allegedly intentionally 
setting fires in protest. In August, he fired the director of the 
National Institute for Space Research over a dispute over 
data it released showing the sharp uptick in deforestation 
that’s taken place since Bolsonaro took office. On August 
20th, Brazil’s Minister of the Environment Ricardo Salles 
tweeted that dry weather, wind, and heat caused the fires 
to spread so widely. But even during the dry season, large 
fires aren’t a natural phenomenon in the Amazon’s tropical 
ecosystem.
On August 29th, Bolsonaro announced a 60-day ban on 
setting fires to clear land. Some exceptions were given 
to indigenous peoples practicing subsistence agriculture 
and those who’ve received clearance by environmental 
authorities to use controlled burning to prevent larger fires.
Why Amzon is so important?  
Everyone on the earth benefits from the health of the 
Amazon. The Amazon plays a vital role in sucking 
greenhouse gases out of the atmosphere of the earth. But 

as the world’s largest rainforest is eaten away by logging, 
mining, and agribusiness, it may not be able to provide the 
same buffer. Because fire isn’t a natural phenomenon in 
the region, it can have outsized impacts on local plants and 
animals. 
Why is this a hot topic politically?  
When Jair Bolsonaro was campaigning for office as a far-
right candidate, he called for setting aside less land in the 
Amazon for indigenous tribes and preservation, and instead 
making it easier for industry to come into the rainforest. Since 
his election in October 2018, Bolsonaro put the Ministry 
of Agriculture in charge of the demarcation of indigenous 
territories instead of the Justice Ministry, essentially 
“letting the fox take over the chicken coop,” according to 
one lawmaker. His policies have been politically popular 
among industry and agricultural interests in Brazil, even 
as they’ve been condemned by Brazilian environmental 
groups and opposition lawmakers. Hundreds of indigenous 
women stormed the country’s capital on August 13th 
to protest Bolsonaro’s environmental rollbacks and 
encroachment of development on indigenous lands.
About 60 percent of the Amazon can be found within 
Brazil’s borders, which gives the nation a massive amount 
of influence over the region. Not surprisingly, the fires have 
called international attention to the plight of the Amazon 
and have turned up the heat on Bolsonaro’s environmental 
policies.
How are the fires being fought?
After weeks of international and internal pressure, 
Bolsonaro deployed the military to help battle the fires on 
August 24, sending 44,000 troops to six states. Barroso is the 
chairman of the national forest fire management committee 
of the National League of Military Firefighters Corps in 
Brazil. He has spent three decades fighting fires in Mato 
Grosso, one of the regions most affected by the ongoing 
fires. According to Barroso, more than 10,400 firefighters 
are spread thin across 5.5 million square kilometers in the 
Amazon and “hotspots” break out in the locations they’re 
unable to cover.
Controlled burns are also a popular deforestation technique 
in other countries where the Amazon is burning, including 
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Bolivia. There, the government brought in a modified 
Boeing 747 supertanker to douse the flames. Using planes 
to put out wildfires in the Amazon isn’t a typical method of 
firefighting in tropical forests, and is likely to get expensive. 
Fires that have been intentionally set, as we’re seeing in 
Brazil, can be even more difficult to control compared to a 
sudden wildland fire.

Amazon Rainforest Facts
1. The Amazon is the world's biggest rainforest, larger 

than the next two largest rainforests — in the Congo 
Basin and Indonesia—combined.

2. At 6.9 million square kilometers (2.72 million square 
miles), the Amazon Basin is roughly the size of the 
forty-eight contiguous United States and covers some 
40 percent of the South American continent. 

3. The Amazon River is by far the world's largest river 
by volume. It has over 1,100 tributaries, 17 of which 
are longer than 1000 miles.

4. The Amazon River once flowed west-ward instead 
of east-ward as it does today. The rise of the Andes 
caused it to flow into the Atlantic Ocean.

5. The Amazon is estimated to have 16,000 tree species 
and 390 billion individual trees.

6. Nearly two-thirds of the Amazon rainforest is found in 
Brazil.

7. The Amazon is thought to have 2.5 million species 
of insects. More than half the species in the Amazon 
rainforest are thought to live in the canopy.

8. 70 percent of South America's GDP is produced in 
areas that receive rainfall or water from the Amazon. 
The Amazon influences rainfall patterns as far away as 
the United States.

9. Cattle ranching accounts for roughly 70 percent of 
deforestation in the Amazon.

10. Deforestation in the Amazon rainforest has been 
declining since 2004, mostly due to the falling 
deforestation rate in Brazil. There are a variety of 
reasons for the decline, including macroeconomic 
trends, new protected areas and indigenous territories, 
improved law enforcement, deforestation monitoring 
via satellite, pressure from environmental groups, and 
private sector initiatives.

International actions
On August 22, the Bishops Conference for Latin America 
called the fires a "tragedy" and urged the UN, the 
international community, and governments of Amazonian 
countries, to "take serious measures to save the world's 
lungs". Colombian President Ivan Duque stated he wanted 
to lead a conservation pact with the other nations that share 
the Amazon rainforest with plans to present this to the UN 
General Assembly. 

G7 Summit and emergency aid
Attention to the wildfires increased in the week prior to 
the G7 summit discussions on August 24–26 in Biarritz, 
France, led by President Macron. Macron stated his intent 
to open discussions related to the wildfires in the Brazilian 
part of the Amazon and Bolsonaro's response to them. 
Merkel has also backed Macron's statements and planned 
to make the issue a part of the G7 discussions. Bolsonaro 
expressed concern to United States president Donald 
Trump, that with Brazil not part of the G7, the country 
would be unrepresented in any such debate. Trump offered 
to take the position of the Brazilian government to the 
meeting and said that the US government did not agree to 
discuss the issue without Brazil's presence. 
During the summit, Macron and Chilean president Sebastián 
Piñera negotiated with the other nations to authorize 
US$22 million in emergency funding to Amazonian 
countries to help fight the fires. The Trump administration 
did not approve of the measure as the funding set certain 
requirements on its use. When the final negotiations were 
completed, Bolsonaro stated that he would refuse those 
funds for Brazil, claiming that Macron's interests were 
about protecting France's agricultural business in French 
Guiana from Brazil's competition. 
Amazon country summit
Brazil's Bolsonaro stated on August 28, 2019, that the 
countries sharing the Amazon rainforest, excluding 
Venezuela, will held a summit in Colombia on September 
6, 2019, to discuss the ongoing Amazon fire situation. 
Representatives from seven countries attended: Brazil, 
Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, Guyana and Suriname. 
The countries signed a pact to coordinate monitoring 
of the Amazon forest and disaster response, and a better 
information network to coordinate their responses. The 
pact will also seek cooperative efforts to reduce the need 
for illegal deforestation in their countries.
Impact  
According to scientists, the Amazon rainforest fire could 
deliver a huge blow to the global fight against climate 
change. The fire will not only result in a major loss of 
trees and biodiversity but also release excess CO2 into the 
atmosphere.  The forest fires also release pollutants including 
particulate matter and toxic gases such as carbon monoxide, 
nitrogen oxides and non-methane organic compounds into 
the atmosphere  Amazon rainforest, considered to be as the 
planet’s lungs as it contributes about 20 percent of the earth’s 
oxygen, is vital to slow down global warming. The rainforest 
is currently home to uncountable species of fauna and flora. 
While the immediate impact of the fire would be changes in 
the heating of the regional atmosphere, in the long term it is 
expected to lead to a potential decline in natural carbon.
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45th G7 Summit Biarritz

The 45th G7 summit was held on 24–26 August 2019, 
in Biarritz, France. In March 2014, the G7 declared that 
a meaningful discussion was currently not possible with 
Russia in the context of the G8. Since then, meetings have 
continued within the G7 process. However, Donald Trump 
and Emmanuel Macron had agreed that Russia should be 
invited to the next G7 Summit to be held in 2020.

Five points were agreed at the 
issue of the summit, about:  
the World Trade Organization, "with regard to intellectual 
property protection, to settle disputes more swiftly and to 
eliminate unfair trade practices"
the "G7 commits to reaching an agreement in 2020 to 
simplify regulatory barriers and modernize international 
taxation within the framework of the OECD" 
the G7 shares objectives on Iran: "to ensure that Iran never 
acquires nuclear weapons and to foster peace and stability 
in the region." 

Leaders at the summit 
Attendees included leaders of the G7 member states plus 
representatives of the European Union. The President 
of the European Commission has been a permanently 
participant at all meetings since 1981, but current President 
Jean-Claude Juncker did not attend due to medical 
problems. The President of the European Council has 
been the EU's co-representative since the 36th G8 summit 
hosted by Canada in 2010.  This was the first G7 summit 
for UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson. It was also the last 
summit for Council President Donald Tusk.  The President 
of France, Emmanuel Macron, invited the Prime Minister 
of Australia Scott Morrison, the Prime Minister of Spain 
Pedro Sánchez, and the Prime Minister of India Narendra 
Modi to attend the outreach session of the summit as 
special invitees.

Topics
Topics discussed included global trade, global warming, 
and taxing technology companies. European Council 
President Donald Tusk said leaders at the summit should 

discuss the Iran nuclear deal, which was at risk due to 
the U.S. government's decision to pull out. On August 
23, President Emmanuel Macron urged the G7 to lead 
the summit discussions with the 2019 Amazon wildfires, 
which he described as an "international crisis". He said, 
"Our house is burning. Literally.", adding that the Amazon 
rainforest produces 20% of the world's oxygen. U.S. 
President Donald Trump offered to take the position of 
the Brazilian government to the meeting, and said that the 
U.S. government did not agree to discuss the issue without 
Brazil's presence. The United Kingdom, Italy, Japan, Spain 
and Chile also support Brazil. During the meeting, it was 
reported that there were "sharp differences" among the 
participants.

Agreement on GAFA tax 
Paris and Washington, at loggerheads in recent weeks 
over France's GAFA tax — so-called because it targets 
technology corporations including Google, Apple, 
Facebook and Amazon — have also agreed to work together 
"to get out of the difficulties that exist between us," Macron 
said.  He explained that the two countries plan to work 
together to"modernise the international fiscal system." If 
they can reach an agreement, France will then scrap its tax.  
The compromise struck between French Finance Minister 
Bruno Le Maire, U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
and Donald Trump's White House economic adviser Larry 
Kudlow foresees France repaying companies the difference 
between the French tax and a planned mechanism being 
drawn up by the OECD.  However, Trump declined to say 
whether his threat of a retaliatory wine tax was off the table.

India at G7
PM Modi during his bilateral meeting with US President 
Donald Trump reiterated that all issues between India 
and Pakistan are bilateral in nature and that is why India 
does not bother any other country regarding them. PM 
Modi stated that India and Pakistan were together before 
1947 and he is confident that the two nations could 
discuss and solve their problems together.  US President 
Donald Trump in his statement said that he had spoken 
to PM Modi last night about Kashmir and that the Prime 
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Minister was confident that he has it under control. "They 
speak with Pakistan and I'm sure that they will be able to 
do something that will be very good,"  stated Trump. The 
statements were made during Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's bilateral meeting with US President Donald 
Trump on the sidelines of the G7 Summit in Biarritz.  The 
Modi-Trump bilateral meet took place after PM Modi 
attended a dedicated session for climate change titled 
'Biodiversity, Oceans, Climate'. During the session, PM 
Modi underlined India’s contribution to address reducing 
biodiversity, climate change, water stress and ocean 
pollution.
PM Modi is a participant at the 45th G7 summit at the 
special invitation of French President Emmanuel Macron, 
as India is not a member of the group of seven. The Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) referred to the invitation as a 
"reflection of the personal chemistry" between the two 
leaders and also recognition of India as a major economic 
power. The G7 member countries include the UK, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Canada and the United States.  PM 
Modi reached Biarritz, France for the summit on August 
25 after his three-nation tour of France, UAE and Bahrain. 
PM Modi is expected to participate in two sessions at the 
G7 summit on climate, biodiversity, oceans and on digital 
transformation and hold separate bilateral interactions with 
the world leaders.  

PM Modi bilateral interactions  
In his first bilateral interaction on the sidelines of the G7 
summit, PM Modi met the new British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson. The two leaders had spoken on the phone 
earlier this week and agreed on the importance of working 
together to strengthen the bilateral partnership between 
India and the UK, especially by strengthening trade and 
economic relations. This was PM Modi’s first meeting 
with Boris Johnson since he took charge as the new Prime 
Minister of Britain.
Modi also met UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and 
held extensive deliberations on a wide range of subjects, 
most notably on ways to strengthen the efforts to mitigate 
climate change.
PM Modi also met President Macky Sall of Senegal on the 
sidelines of the G7 Summit and the two leaders discussed 
ways to expand bilateral ties for mutual benefit.

India in G7 summit: 
India has been specially invited as a "Biarritz partner 
country” for the 45th G7 summit along with other nations 
including Australia, Chile, South Africa, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Egypt and Burkina Faso.  The main theme of the G7 
summit this year is “combating inequality” and its main 

focus will be on the climate and biodiversity.  India has 
been invited to attend the G7 summit after a gap of almost 
10 years. The last time India was invited to the summit was 
in 2005, when the then British Prime Minister Tony Blair 
had invited the then Indian PM Manmohan Singh to attend 
the G7 summit in Gleneagles, Scotland.

Group of Seven
The Group of Seven includes seven of the most developed 
and advanced economies of the world - US, UK, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy and Japan. The G7 summit is an 
annual event when leaders of the seven most powerful 
nations come together to discuss burning global issues. 
The G7 leaders, after mutual agreement, also form policies 
and agree upon significant remedial steps to the concerned 
issues. The location of the G7 summit is rotated among the 
member nations. The host country not only holds the G7 
presidency but also sets the agenda for the year.
The Group of Seven or G7 originally came into being in 
1975 when the heads of the world's six leading industrial 
nations- the US, UK, France, Germany (West), Japan and 
Italy decided to hold a meeting in the wake of the oil shock 
of 1973 and the following financial crisis. The six countries 
were joined by Canada in 1976.
The G7 has conducted 44 summits from 1975-2018, 
discussing a wide range of global issues including foreign 
policy and security issues. The inaugural summit was the 
result of a joint initiative by the then French President 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing and West German Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt.

G7 to G8 and again G7:
Russia was formally inducted as a member in the group in 
1998, which led G7 to become G8.
However, Russian President Vladimir Putin’s condemnable 
act of moving Russian troops into eastern Ukrain and 
conquering Crimea in 2014 drew heavy criticism from the 
other G8 nations.
The other nations of the group decided to suspend Russia 
from the G8 as a consequence of its actions and the group 
became G7 again in 2014.

G7 Summit 2018
The last G7 summit in 2018 was hosted by Canada in La 
Malbaie, Quebec. The summit had ended in differences 
after US President Donald Trump blasted off host Canada 
and abruptly retracted his support for a joint statement. 
The summit was largely overshadowed by differences 
surrounding trade tariff disputes and calls to readmit 
Russia.
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During the past months of August and September 19 
the Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced 
several measures to boost the struggling economy. These 
announcements have come after India's GDP growth 
slowed to 5 per cent in the first quarter of FY20 which the 
lowest in 25 quarters or in six years.

Slowdown Indicators  
India's GDP growth touched 5 per cent to a six-year low 
in the April-June quarter. In nominal terms, India's gross 
domestic product (GDP) grew by 7.99 per cent, which is 
the lowest since December 2002.
As per Central Statistics Office (CSO) data, eight core 
sectors have registered negative growth of just 2.1 per 
cent in July, compared to 7.3 per cent in the corresponding 
month a year ago. 
According to the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy 
(CMIE), overall unemployment in India has now touched 
8.2 per cent, with urban figure as high as 9.4 per cent.  
All major Indian companies--from biscuit to vehicle 
manufacturers--have seen their fortunes dip over the last 
few quarters, forcing them to eventually call out to the 
government for support. 
The Indian rupee has again become one of the worst-
performing Asian currencies after depreciating 3.65 per 
cent against the dollar in August. This, is the steepest 
decline in the Indian currency in the last six years. The 
value of the rupee has hit Rs 71.98 against the dollar at 
present.
According to a survey of top US economists conducted by 
the National Association for Business Economics (NABE) 
the economic crisis may hit prominent economies around 
the world starting with the US as early as 2020. 
Apart from slowdown in manufacturing and construction, 
the steep decline in consumption is a big cause for worry. 
Even as the Centre’s big bank mergers detracted the 
attention briefly from the much-awaited GDP growth 
numbers for the April-June quarter, the sharp slowdown 
drew the market’s attention back to the immediate issue at 
hand. 

The slowdown has been across most segments — mining, 
manufacturing, and construction — as indicated by the 
index of industrial production (IIP) data too. The sharp 
slowdown in financial, real estate and professional services 
and private final consumption on the expenditure side, is 
particularly worrisome.
The GVA (gross value added) growth in mining fell to 
2.7 per cent from 4.2 per cent in the March quarter, while 
manufacturing was flat as against 3 per cent growth in the 
March quarter and a much higher 12 per cent growth in the 
Q1 of last fiscal. 
Financial, real estate and professional services fell even 
more sharply to 5.9 per cent from 9.5 per cent in the March 
quarter.  The index of industrial production (IIP) has been 
alluding to the slowdown in Q1, as consumer durables 
and capital goods production contracted in the April-June 
quarter.  
While agriculture GVA slowed to 2 per cent from 5 per 
cent last year, sequentially there has been some uptick, 
possibly because of the uptick in prices as evident in the 
CPI inflation basket too. Surprisingly, the agriculture GVA 
in nominal terms has seen a far greater increase to 7.9 per 
cent from 3.8 per cent in the March quarter, indicating 
improving prices. 
In the Apr-June quarter, the growth has inched up to 4 
per cent but is still lacklustre, given that this component 
has grown by 9-10 per cent in the past three fiscals.  The 
sharp fall in consumption is a graver issue, given that 
consumption has accounted for 55-58 per cent of GDP. 
Given the current sharp slowdown in growth and the 
underlying trend in inflation, such growth appears a tall 
task. The subdued growth is already impacting tax revenues 
for the government. While the additional surplus from the 
RBI can help, further slowdown in the economy could spell 
bad news for the fiscal deficit target - more so given that 
the pressure on the government to spend to revive sagging 
demand has only increased.  

Measures taken by Government
Finance Minister assured that the Indian economy is at 
a better position in comparison to others. She further 

Indian Economy 
Meltdown and 

Measures
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highlighted how reforms are the top priority of the Modi 
Government's agenda.  Sitharaman said that reforms are an 
ongoing process. The Minister assured that India has not 
lost the momentum.  The central government is currently 
working on simplifying of GST filing. 
The Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman vowed to ease 
the GST procedure further. The Minister further listed out 
the measures taken by the government so far to ensure the 
ease of doing business, like the ease of GST refunds, faster 
and easier approvals for mergers and acquisitions.  
Following are some of the new measures to boost 
economy:   

 # India is moving towards pre-filed I-T returns and 
faceless scrutiny of taxation will be brought in by 
Vijayadashmi.   

 # CSR violation will no longer be treated a criminal 
offence, they will be treated as a civil matter.  

 # Issue of I-T orders, summons and letters etc shall now 
go through a centralised system from October 1.  

 # All income tax notices will now be disposed off within 
three months. 

 # Enhanced surcharge  on FPIs, ondomestic investors 
withdrawn, pre-budget position restored.  

 # Angel tax provisions for start ups and their investors 
also withdrawn.  

 # Section 56 2(b) Of I-T Act will not be applicable for 
startups registered with DPTIT.  

 # Online tracking for loan applications to be introduced.  
 # Banks will improve transparency and reduce 

harassment. 
Banks have also agreed to pass on rate cuts. More credit 
support for purchase of houses, vehicles and consumption 
goods. This will be done by providing additional liquidity 
support to HFCs Rs 20,000 crore by NHB thereby 
increasing it to Rs 30,000 crore.  
Partial Credit Guarantee scheme for purchase of pooled 
assets of NBFs, HFCs upto Rs 1 lakh crore, which will be 
monitored at the highest level in each bank. The payment 
notices issued to the NBFCs will be monitored by banks.  
The NBFCs will be further permitted to use Aadhaar 
authenticated bank KYC to avoid repeated processes. For 
the same, the necessary changes shall be made in PMLA 
rules and Aadhaar regulations. This will fast track on 
boarding of customers.  

GST Returns  
All pending GST refund due to MSMEs, from the time 
of introduction, shall be paid within 30 days from today.  
Future GST refund matters will be resolved within 60 days 
for MSMEs from the date of the application.  

Definition of MSMEs  
The government has decided to introduce an amendment to 
the  MSME Act to move towards a single definition.   
Finance  
In order to improve access to long term finance, it is 
proposed to establish an organisation to provide credit 
enhancement for infrastructure and housing projects. This 
is aimed at enhancing debt flow towards such projects.   
The government would also soon take action on 
development of credit default swap markets soon, in 
consultation with RBI and SEBI.   
Further, in order to improve domestic market in bonds, 
the Finance Ministry will work with the RBI to make it 
more conducive for investors and bond issuers as well as 
facilitate increased trading for price discovery.   
The Government has also amended the Companies 
(Share capital and Debenture rules) 2014 to remove the 
requirement for creation of a Debenture Redemption 
Reserve (DRR) of outstanding debentures in respect of 
listed companies, NBFCs and for HFCs.  

Infrastructure  
The delayed payments from Government/CPSEs will 
be monitored by Department of Expenditure and the 
performance will be reviewed by Cabinet Secretariat. So, 
there will be no further hold up in money transfer.   
Further, contractual disputes by Government/CPSEs to be 
implemented and monitored by Cabinet Secretariat.  

Automobile Sector  
-The BS IV vehicles that are purchased upto March 31, 
2020 will remain operational for their entire period of 
registration.  
- Further, the revision of one-time registration fees has 
been deferred till June 2020.  - Both EVs and ICVs will 
continue to be registered.   

Boost Demand  
To boost demand in the automobile industry, the 
government shall lift the ban on purchase of new vehicles 
to replace all oil vehicles by departments.   
Government will consider various measures including a 
scrappage policy to boost demand. he Finance Minister 
further said that the government is planning to come up 
with a solution for the Home Buyers.
The government may believe that the present slowdown, 
marked by five consecutive quarters of dropping growth, 
is merely a cyclical one. But given the size of its victory 
in two consecutive elections, the government should aim 
higher by trying to push through long-pending structural 
reforms that can raise India’s growth trajectory to the next 
level.
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What is INX Media case?
The INX Media case refers to allegations of irregularities 
in foreign exchange clearances given to INX Media group 
for receiving overseas investment in 2007. P. Chidambaram 
was union finance minister at the time. His son Karti 
Chidambaram has been implicated by the investigating 
agencies.
INX Media, founded by media entrepreneurs Indrani 
Mukerjea with her husband Peter Mukerjea. INX Media 
allegedly violated foreign investment laws by sourcing 
foreign investments to the tune of Rs.305 crore beyond Rs. 
4.62 crore the amount that was permitted.
In March 2007, INX Media approached the Chairman of 
Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB), to get the 
permission for foreign direct investment (FDI) from three 
Mauritius based non-resident investors. This money was 
not to be invested downstream. The company "deliberately 
and in violations of the conditions and approval", carried 
out the downstream investment. 
Karti Chidambaram leveraged his family name to evade 
the INX Media of tax investigations in 2008. The CBI has 
alleged that Karti Chidambaram received kickbacks to the 
tune of Rs.10 lakhs for his assistance, via his consulting 
firm Advantage Strategic Consulting Ltd. In 2009, Peter 
and Indrani Mukerjea exited INX Media by selling their 
30% share in the company, which was making losses by 
this time. The company was subsequently renamed 9X 
Media.
CBI had registered an FIR in May 2017, alleging 
irregularities in the Foreign Investment Promotion Board 
(FIPB) clearance given to the INX group for receiving 
overseas funds of Rs 305 crore in 2007. Chidambaram 
was Union Finance Minister at the time.  Last year, 
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) registered a case of 
money laundering, and the CBI called Chidambaram 
for questioning. Earlier this year, Chidambaram moved 
Delhi High Court to seek anticipatory bail in both the 
cases.

In January 2008, the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU-IND) 
of the Finance Ministry flagged Foreign Direct Investment 
of over Rs 305 crore by three Mauritius-based companies 
in INX Media Pvt Ltd., then owned by Peter and Indrani 
Mukerjea.

The Income-Tax (I-T) Department in Mumbai forwarded 
the case to the Enforcement Directorate (ED). In 2010, ED 
registered a case against INX Media for alleged Foreign 
Exchange Management Act (FEMA) violations.

Several years later, while investigating a company 
associated with Chidambaram’s son Karti Chidambaram, 
ED found documents linked to INX Media in the 
computer of Karti’s CA Bhaskarraman. The documents 
indicated payments made to Karti’s alleged company 
by INX Media at the time the Finance Ministry granted 
it FIPB approval.  On ED’s reference in this regard, 
CBI registered a case of corruption in May 2017, and 
searched premises connected with both Karti and his 
father P Chidambaram. Following this, ED lodged a case 
of money laundering against Karti.  Karti was arrested 
by CBI in February last year. He was later granted bail 
by Delhi High Court, and is now the Congress Lok 
Sabha MP from Sivaganga.

Link to Chidambaram
CBI has alleged that on May 26, 2008, when FIPB 
sought clarification from INX Media after the I-T 
Department began its investigation, the media firm 
engaged Karti Chidambaram, the promoter director 
of Chess Management Service (P) Ltd, to “amicably” 
resolve the issue by “influencing the public servants 
of the FIPB unit of Ministry of Finance by virtue of 
his relationship with the then Finance Minister, P 
Chidambaram”.

CBI has alleged that FIPB, instead of investigating the case, 
extended undue favours to the media firm by asking INX 
News to apply for fresh FIPB approval on the downstream 
investment that it had already received.

What is INX 
Media Case?
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Karti Chidambaram's chartered accountant, S. 
Bhaskararaman, was arrested for allegedly assisting him to 
manage his wealth in India and abroad in February 2018. In 
the same month, Karti Chidambaram was arrested by CBI 
at Chennai airport and was brought to Delhi. He received 
bail after spending 23 days in jail. In March 2018, Indrani 
Mukerjea told the CBI in a statement that a $1-million 
deal had been struck between Karti Chidambaram and 
the Mukerjeas to secure FIPB approval in favour of INX 
Media.
P Chidambaram was arrested by the CBI on 21st August 
2019 night in connection with its probe into alleged charges 
of corruption in the INX Media case. He was remanded 
to CBI custody till August 26. Chidambaram failed to get 
immediate protection from arrest from the Supreme Court 
which declined to hear his petition seeking stay of the Delhi 
High Court order that had dismissed his anticipatory bail 
plea.

What was Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB)
The Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) was 
an inter-ministerial body under the Department of 
Economic Affairs in the Ministry of Finance. Earlier if 
the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) amount exceeds 
Rs3,000 crore then it must be approved by the Finance 
Minister and subsequently by the Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs (CCEA) on the recommendations of 
the FIPB.
Worth to mention that the FDI proposals above Rs 
5,000 crore would continue to be cleared by the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic Affairs. Currently, only 11 
sectors, including defence, small arms and retail trading, 
require government approval for FDI and about 91 to 95% 
FDI proposals are under the automatic route.
FIPB was chaired by the economic affairs secretary and 
other permanent members includes; secretary, Department 
of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP), commerce 
secretary etc. Ex Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had 
announced in the budget speech in Lok Sabha that FIPB 
will be abolished and government issued notification (vide 
O.M No. 01/01/FC12017) to abolish the FIPB on 5th June 
2017.
The FIPB was replaced by the Foreign Investment 
Facilitation Portal (FIFP) in May 2017.
Foreign Investment Facilitation Portal (FIFP) is the online 
single point interface of the Ministry of Finance to facilitate 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the country. This portal 
is administered by Department of Industrial Policy & 
Promotion (DIPP). 

Functions of FIFP
1.  To impart greater transparency in the approval process 

of the FDI.

2.  To improve the communication, reduced paperwork, 
speed up processing and inform the investor through 
SMS/email.

3.  To upload the approval letters in standard format on 
the Portal itself for the benefit of the investors.

4.  To transmit the guidelines and press release related to 
FDI Policy to the investors.

After the abolition of the FIPB now individual departments 
of the government have been empowered to clear FDI 
proposals in consultation with Department of policy and 
Promotion (DIPP) which will also issue the Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs) for processing applications. 

Now timeline will be fixed for approving FDI proposals by 
the competent authorities. The rejection of the application 
is made tougher as it will now mandatorily require 
concurrence of DIPP. 

As per new procedure the Ministry of Home Affairs is 
entitled to give nod if the FDI application comes from 
Pakistan and Bangladesh and FDI proposals require 
approval by the private security agencies and manufacturing 
of small arms take place.

Enforcement Directorate (ED);
The Enforcement Directorate was established in the year 
1956. Its Headquarters is situated at New Delhi. ED is 
responsible for enforcement of the Foreign Exchange 
Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) and certain provisions 
under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). 
The Directorate is under the administrative control of 
Department of Revenue (under the Ministry of Finance) 
for operational purposes.

The Directorate enforced regulations under the Foreign 
Exchange Regulation Act, 1973 but later on FERA is being 
replaced by the FEMA. Enforcement Directorate has 10 
Zonal offices each of which is headed by a Deputy Director 
and 11 sub Zonal Offices each of which is headed by an 
Assistant Directors.

Zonal Offices:

1. Mumbai 2. Delhi  3. Chennai

4. Kolkata 5. Chandigarh 6. Lucknow

7. Cochin 8. Ahmedabad 9. Bangalore

10. Hyderabad
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Q.1.   Consider the following statements:
 (A) Ministry of Home Affairs has increased the 

retirement age of Central Armed Police Force 
personnel.

 (B) Central Armed Police Force personnel will 
retire at the age of 60, instead of 58 years

 (C) Central Armed Police Force includes all 
paramilitary forces like Border Security Force, 
Sashastra Seema Bal, Central Reserve Police 
Force and Indo-Tibetan Border Police.

 Which of the statements given above is/are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.2.  What was the name given by the Pakistan to accuse 

the India of using water as a weapon against it?
 (1) "next-generation water battle”
 (2) "smart-generation water battle”
 (3) "fifth-generation warfare”
 (4) "high-generation bridge warfare”
 (5) "fifth-generation smart warfare”
Q.3.  Whose birth anniversary is observed by Indian 

National Congress as 'Sadbhavna Divas' every year 
on 20th August?

 (1) Indira Gandhi  (2) Jawaharlal Nehru
 (3) A P J Abdul Kalam (4) Rajiv Gandhi
 (5) None of these
Q.4.  The task force on Direct Tax Code (DTC) has 

recommended a major cut in corporate tax for both 
domestic and foreign companies. What is the new 
corporate tax rate recommended by the DTC task 
force?

 (1) 15 percent (2) 20 percent (3) 25 percent
 (4) 30 percent (5) None of these
Q.5.  Which glacier in Iceland was in news recently 

because a funeral ceremony of its death was 
organised as it has lost its identity due to climate 
change?

 (1) Okjokull  (2) Dyngjujokull
 (3) Torfajokull  (4) Hifsjokull
 (5) Langjokull

Q.6.  UAE bestowed its highest civilian award 'Order of 
Zaid’ upon Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
When this award was conferred to him?

 (1) January 2019  (2) March 2019
 (3) April 2019  (4) June 2019
 (5) July 2019
Q.7.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Dr. Manmohan Singh has recently been elected 

as a member of Rajya Sabha from Rajasthan.
 (B) The State of Rajasthan has 20 Rajya Sabha 

seats.
 (C) Manmohan Singh was elected unopposed as a 

member of the Rajya Sabha.
 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.8.  Which country described a recent missile test by 

United States as 'escalation of military tensions'?
 (1) North Korea  (2) Japan 
 (3) Russia  (4) South Korea
 (5) China
Q.9.  Which court has agreed to hear Facebook’s plea for 

transfer of Aadhaar- social media linking cases?
 (1) Supreme Court  (2) Allahabad High Court
 (3) Delhi High Court (4) Madras High Court
 (5) Punjab and Haryana High Court
Q.10.  Recently P. Chidambaram was in news because 

of he was arrested by CBI in relation to the INX 
Media corruption case. What is the INX media?

 (1) News Print Company
 (2) Advertisement Company
 (3) Television Company
 (4) Cartoon and Animation Company
 (5) None of these
Q.11.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Amazon rainforest, contributes to about 20 

percent of the earth’s oxygen.
 (B) Amazon rainforest are the world’s largest rain 

forest.
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 (C) Amazon rainforest were in the news recently 
because of heavy floods.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.12. Consider the following statements:
 (A) NISHTHA is a students' learning programme 

for School Level Education.
 (B) NISHTHA stands for National Initiative 

for School Heads' and Teachers' Holistic 
Advancement.

 (C) NISHTHA is the world's largest teachers' 
training programme of its kind.

 (D) It is a National Mission launched by the 
Department of Higher Education. 

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A and B  (2) Only B and C
 (3) Only C and D  (4) Both A and D 
 (5) Both A and C
Q.13. Consider the following statements:
 (A) The Union Renewable Energy Ministry has set 

the target of achieving 175 GW of renewable 
energy capacity by 2022.

 (B) State Rooftop Solar Attractiveness Index 
(SARAL) was launched by Union Minister R 
K Singh.

 (C) Karnataka has topped the SARAL index, which 
evaluates the Indian states on the basis of their 
attractiveness for rooftop development.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and C (5) All A, B and C 
Q.14. Consider the following statements:
 (A) Rajiv Gauba has been appointed as the new 

Home Secretary in the Government of India.
 (B) Rajiv Gauba was one of the key implementers 

of the Centre’s decision to abrogate Article 370 
and the reorganization of Jammu & Kashmir.

 (C) Rajiv Gauba is an IAS officer of Jharkhand 
cadre and has represented India at the 
International monetary Fund.

 Which of the statements given above is/are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 

Q.15.  Which state has recently approved the recruitment 
of women drivers for government vehicles?

 (1) Telangana   (2) Tamil Nadu

 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Kerala

 (5) Karnatak

Q.16.  Which high court recently ordered a ban on DJs 
across the state?

 (1) Jabalpur High Court

 (2) Shimla High Court

 (3) Allahabad High Court

 (4) Punjab and Haryana High Court

 (5) Jharkhand High Court

Q.17.  Consider the following statements:

 (A) Ajay Kumar Bhalla has been appointed as the 
new Cabinet Secretary.

 (B) He was Officer on Special Duty in Home 
Ministry before his new assignment.

 (C) He succeeds Rajiv Gauba.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C

 (4) Both B and C (5) Both A and C 

Q.18.  Consider the following statements:

 (A) US President Donald Trump recently showed 
his interest to buy the Greenland island.

 (B) Greenland is an autonomous territory within 
the United Kingdom.

 (C) Greenland is the world's largest island.

 Which of the statements given above is/are false?

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C

 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 

Q.19.  The government of which of the following states 
has decided to appoint a third party agency to study 
tea industry problems?

 (1) Kerala (2) Sikkim  (3) Assam

 (4) West Bengal (5) Tamilnadu

Q.20.  Which one of the following courts has agreed to 
examine the validity of new triple talaq law?

 (1) Delhi HC  (2) Madras HC 

 (3) Supreme Court (4) Allahabad HC

 (5) Kerala High Court

Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Dharmendra Pradhan participated in 8th Asian Ministerial 
Energy Roundtable (AMER8) in Abu Dhabi.
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Q.21.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) TIME Magazine has recently released its 

second annual list of World’s Greatest Places 
2019.

 (B) This list is a compilation of 10 new destinations 
to explore.

 (C) This list includes Statue of Unity and Mumbai's 
Soho House.

 (D) Statue of Unity, is situated on the river island 
called Narmada Beta.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A and B  (2) Only B and C
 (3) Only C and D  (4) Both A and C 
 (5) Both A and D 
Q.22.  Who has replaced Sanjay Bangar as India's new 

batting coach?
 (1) Vikram Rathour (2) Thilan Samaraweera
 (3) Amol Mazumdar (4) Pravin Amre
 (5) None of these
Q.23.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) The Financial Action Task Force, is the United 

Nation watchdog against terror financing.
 (B) Pakistan has been placed in the “blacklist” of 

the Financial Action Task Force’s Asia Pacific 
Group (APG).

 (C) Placing in blacklist does not bring any new 
punitive measures on Pakistan.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) All A, B and C 
Q.24.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) The successor to Android Pie will be called 

Android Q.
 (B) Android has named each new release after 

sweet treats or dessert.
 (C) Android new logo has only the top half of the 

Android robot's head.
 Which of the statements given above is/are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.25. Who has been appointed as the new Defence 

Secretary in the Ministry of Defence?

 (1) Subhash Chandra (2) Sanjay Mitra
 (3) Ajay Kumar  (4) Vijay Sharma
 (5) None of these
Q.26. Which Ministry has recently launched the 'Sabka 

Vishwas - Legacy Dispute Resolution' Scheme?
 (1) Ministry of Commerce and Industry
 (2) Ministry of Corporate Affairs
 (3) Ministry of Finance
 (4) Ministry of MSME
 (5) Ministry of Home Affairs
Q.27.  Union Power Minister R K Singh recently approved 

the proposal to declare which of the following as a 
source of Renewable Energy?

 (1) Geothermal Energy (2) Solar Energy
 (3) Ocean Energy  (4) Wind Energy
 (5) Seismic Energy
Q.28.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Bavar 373 is a long-range air defense system 

made by South Korea.
 (B) Bavar 373 system is superior to the Russian 

S-300 system.
 (C) Bavar 373 can simultaneously engage six 

targets at a range of up to 250 kilometers.
 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both B and C 
Q.29. Consider the following statements:
 (A) Fedor, became the first humanoid robot to be 

sent to space by Japan.
 (B) Fedor, can emulate movements of the human 

body.
 (C) Fedor, stands for Final Experimental 

Demonstration Object Research, is named as 
Skybot F-850.

 Which of the statements given above is/are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.30. Consider the following statements:
 (A) Paralympian Deepa Malik has been conferred 

the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 2019.
 (B) Deepa Malik is the oldest player to be conferred 

with the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award.

Narendra Modi and KP Sharma Oli jointly inaugurated India-Nepal cross-border petroleum pipeline.
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 (C) Malik is the first para-athlete to have won the 
prestigious award.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.31. Consider the following statements:
 (A) China is the largest emitter of anthropogenic 

sulphur dioxide in the world.
 (B) Anthropogenic sulphur dioxide is produced 

from burning of coal.
 (C) It is known to largely contribute to air pollution.
 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both B and C 
Q.32. Consider the following statements regarding  Arun 

Jaitley who passed away recently:
 (A) From 2009 to 2014, he served as the Leader of 

the Opposition in the Lok Sabha.
 (B) Government demonetized the `500 and `1000 

currency notes during his tenure as Finance 
Minister.

 (C) He held the Corporate Affairs portfolio during 
the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax 
(GST).

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.33.  Which badminton player of India has become 

the first-ever to won the Badminton World 
Championship title?

 (1) Ashwini Ponappa (2) Rituparna Das
 (3) Saina Nehwal  (4) PV Sindhu
 (5) Saina Nehwal
Q.34.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) PM Narendra Modi reached UAE capital Abu 

Dhabi from Paris on the second leg of his 
three-nation tour to France, UAE and Bahrain.

 (B) The Prime Minister received the ‘Order of 
Zayed’, the highest civilian decoration of the 
UAE government.

 (C) PM Narendra Modi also made a visit to 
Bahrain where he held the talks with King 
Shaikh Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Only C  (4) All A, B and C
 (5) None of these
Q.35.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Narendra Modi, the first Indian prime minister 

to visit Bahrain.
 (B) PM Narendra Modi launched RuPay card in 

Bahrain. 
 (C) Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been 

conferred the ‘King Hamad Order of the 
Renaissance’ by the King of Bahrain.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.36.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Real name of Mother Teresa was Agnes 

Gonxha Bojaxhiu.
 (B) Mother Teresa, won the Nobel Peace Prize in 

1981.
 (C) Mother Teresa was born on August 26, 1910.
 Which of the statements given above is/are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.37.  When is the Women’s Equality Day observed?
 (1) August 23 (2) August 24 (3) August 25
 (4) August 26 (5) August 27
Q.38.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Union Minister for Textiles Smriti Zubin Irani 

launched Project SURE, at Lakmé Fashion 
Winter/Festive 2019 in Pune.

 (B) SURE stands for ‘Sustainable Resolution’. 
 (C) It was launched by Clothing Manufacturers 

Association of India (CMAI); United Nations 
in India; and IMG Reliance.

 Which of the statements given above is/are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.39.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Gokulam Kerala FC won Durand Cup-2019 

title.

DPIIT launched plastic waste management campaign on 11th September.
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 (B) The final match was played at Salt Lake 
Stadium in Kolkata.

 (C) The Durand Cup is world's oldest football 
tournament.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C

 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 

Q.40.  Who among the following has been selected for 
the Outstanding Engineer Award-2019 by the 
Institution of Engineers in India?

 (1) Anoop Ranjan (2) Prabhakar Singh

 (3) Vishv Pratap Singh (4) Arvind Gaur

 (5) None of these

Q.41.  Which stadium has been renamed as Arun Jaitley 
Stadium?

 (1) Rajiv Gandhi International Cricket Stadium

 (2) Wankhede Stadium

 (3) Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium

 (4) Green Park Stadium

 (5) Icana Stadium

Q.42.  Which Indian Tennis player has become the first-
ever Indian player to win a set against Roger 
Federer?

 (1) Sumit Nagal  (2) Rakesh Ranjan

 (3) Vikram Trehan (4) Ashwin Tyagi

 (5) Leander Paes

Q.43.  Which among the following items has been banned 
by the Directorate General of Civil Aviation while 
travelling in planes?

 (1) MI Phone  (2) Samsung NetBook

 (3) Lenovo Laptop (4) Apple Mac Book

 (5) Microsoft Surface

Q.44.  Consider the following statements:

 (A) Russia is a permanent member in the G7 group.

 (B) G7 is grouping of seven advanced economies 
of the world.

 (C) G7 Summit in 2020 will be hosted by USA.

 Which of the statements given above is/are false?

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C

 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 

Q.45.  Which among the following cities, will host 
the Indo Pacific Chiefs of Defence (CHOD) 
Conference 2019?

 (1) Beijing  (2) Bangkok 
 (3) Kuala Lumpur (4) Singapore
 (5) None of these
Q.46.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Polavaram project is located in Telangana.
 (B) Polavaram project is being developed on the 

Krishna river.
 (C) Polavaram Project work will be resumed from 

November 2019.
 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.47. Which country has recently requested the United 

Nations Security Council to call back all the 
peacekeeping forces by June 2020?

 (1) Syria (2) Sudan (3) Turkey 
 (4) Myanmar (5) Afghanistan
Q.48.  Who among the following is not a part of the five-

member GoM set up by the government for Jammu 
& Kashmir and Ladakh?

 (1) Jitendra Singh (2) Ravi Shankar Prasad
 (3) Smriti Irani   (4) Thawar Chand Gehlot
 (5) Dharmendra Pradhan
Q.49.  The Supreme Court has referred the Article 370 

petitions for hearing to a special constitution bench. 
How many members are there in the bench?

 (1) Three (2) Four (3) Two 
 (4) Five (5) Seven
Q.50.  Who has been appointed as the new Chairman of 

PMLA Appellate Tribunal?
 (1) Vijay Kumar Bist  (2) Sanjay Karol 
 (3) Sunil Gaur  (4) Ajay Kumar Mittal
 (5) None of these
Q.51.  What interest rate will be provided by EPFO for 

the year 2018-19?
 (1) 8.65% (2) 8.63% (3) 8.60%
 (4) 8.57% (5) 8.14%
Q.52.  Which one from the telecom companies given 

below, has topped the telecom market with highest 
revenue share in the April-June quarter?

The Indian men's hockey team was static at number five while the women's team climbed a place to 
number nine in the International Hockey Federation (FIH) rankings released.



75

CURRENT AFFAIRS

NOVEMBER 2019  MICA

 (1) Airtel  (2) Jio
 (3) BSNL  (4) Vodafone Idea
 (5) None of these
Q.53.  Upto what percent discount will be offered by the 

Indian Railways in its AC Chair car trains like 
Shatabdi, Tejas?

 (1) 30 percent (2) 25 percent (3) 15 percent
 (4) 20 percent (5) 10 percent
Q.54.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Aparna Kumar has been honoured with 

the prestigious Tenzing Norgay National 
Adventure Award 2018.

 (B) She is the first IPS officer to be honoured with 
this prestigious award.

 (C) She has won the award in ‘Land adventure’ 
category.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Only C  (4) All A, B and C 
 (5) None of these
Q.55.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) National Sports Day is observed every year on 

29 August.
 (B) This day marks the birth anniversary of Major 

Dhyan Chand.
 (C) Major Dhyan Chand, was a legendary tennis 

player of India.
 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.56.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Kanchan Chaudhary Bhattacharya, was the 

first woman Director General of Police (DGP) 
of India.

 (B) She recently passed away in Hyderabad.
 (C) She became India’s first women DGP in 2004 

of Uttar Pradesh.
 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.57.  The Indian Institute of Petroleum recently 

established a plant to turn plastic waste into diesel 
in which city?

 (1) Nagpur (2) Dehradun (3) Kanpur
 (4) Pune (5) Nasik
Q.58.  Consider the following statements regarding 

UNCCD COP:
 (A) COP13 was held at the Ordos, China in 

September 2017.
 (B) COP meetings are held every year since 2001. 
 (C) India will take over COP presidency from 

China for the next two years (2019-2021).
 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.59. On which occasion was Fit India movement 

launched?
 (1) National Yoga Day
 (2) National Diabetes Day
 (3) World Heartcare Day
 (4) National Sports Day
 (5) World Blood Donor Day
Q.60.  The Secretariat Office of the International Coalition 

for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure will be set in 
which Indian city?

 (1) Roorkee (2) Bengaluru (3) Chennai
 (4) New Delhi  (5) Pune
Q.61.  Which country successfully test-fired its nuclear-

capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile 
Ghaznavi recently?

 (1) Israel  (2) Pakistan 
 (3) North Korea  (4) Iran 
 (5) Afghanistan
Q.62.  With effect from which date will India launch a 

nation-wide ban on single-use plastic?
 (1) October 2nd  (2) October 31st 
 (3) September 1st  (4) September 30th
 (5) October 25th
Q.63.  How many colleges will be opened in the region of 

Jammu and Kashmir by Government of India?
 (1) 30 (2) 40 (3) 50
 (4) 60 (5) 70
Q.64.  Where was the 12th National Security Summit 

organized in India?

In women's Hockey Netherlands tops the ranking following by Australia and Argentina. Indian team 
stands on 9th position.
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 (1) Hyderabad  (2) New Delhi
 (3) Ahmedabad  (4) Kolkata
 (5) Bengaluru
Q.65.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) 10 public sector banks has been merged into 

four entities.
 (B) The number of banks in the country will reduce 

to 12 in 2019 from 27 in 2017.
 (C) Canara Bank has become the third-largest 

public sector bank.
 Which of the statements given above is/are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.66.  Which country has recently launched its own Space 

Command?
 (1) Russia (2) China (3) Israel
 (4) United States (5) Japan
Q.67.  Which state has banned wearing of jeans and 

T-shirts by the employees in the premises of state 
secretariat?

 (1) Bihar  (2) Gujarat  (3) Odisha 
 (4) Jharkhand  (5) West Bengal
Q.68.  Which is the first country in the world to issue 

a Biometric seafarers Identification Document 
(BSID) by collecting facial biometric data of 
seafarers?

 (1) USA (2) India (3) China
 (4) Pakistan (5) None of these
Q.69.  The UGC has constituted a high-level committee 

to inquire the alleged sale of fake degrees by 
universities. How many member are there in the 
committee?

 (1) Five (2) Three (3) Two 
 (4) Four (5) Seven
Q.70.  Which historical monument has started the baby-

feeding room facility for the first time in India?
 (1) Taj Mahal  (2) Qutub Minar
 (3) Red Fort  (4) Nahargarth Fort
 (5) Humayun Tomb
Q.71.  Who has become the third Indian to take hat-trick 

in Test cricket?
 (1) Yuzvendra Chahal  (2) Bhuveshwar Kumar 

 (3) Mohammed Shami (4) Jasprit Bumrah
 (5) None of these
Q.72.  Who has become the fastest Indian keeper to claim 

50 Test dismissals?
 (1) MS Dhoni  (2) Rishabh Pant 
 (3) KL Rahul   (4) Dinesh Karthik 
 (5) None of these
Q.73.  For which initiative Prime Minister Narendra will 

be honoured by Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation?
 (1) Make in India 
 (2) Ayushman Bharat scheme
 (3) Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao
 (4) Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan
 (5) Fit India Movement
Q.74.  On which date Vikram Lander successfully 

separated from Chandrayaan-2 orbiter?
 (1) September 1st (2) August 31st
 (3) September 2nd (4) August 27th
 (5) September 7th
Q.75.  What is the name of the proposed deep ocean 

mining project to be launched by India?
 (1) Samudrayaan  (2) Samudrapot 
 (3) Sagarvahan  (4) Samudrasampada
 (5) SagarNidhi
Q.76.  Which nation will soon launch a special police unit 

to patrol isles in East China Sea?
 (1) China  (2) Japan (3) Vietnam 
 (4) Philippines  (5) North Korea
Q.77.  Which country has signed an agreement with 

Reliance Power of India to set up gas-based plant 
in Meghnahat?

 (1) Myanmar (2) Japan (3) Nepal
 (4) Bangladesh (5) Bhutan
Q.78.  Which Indian cricketer has announced her 

retirement from T20 Internationals?
 (1) Smriti Mandhana  (2) Mithali Raj
 (3) Harmanpreet Kaur (4) Poonam Yadav
 (5) Rupali Dhar
Q.79.  How many Apache AH-64E combat helicopters 

has been inducted into the Indian Air Force in 
September 2019?

Selekhmeteva, Bartone pair win Junior US Open Doubles trophy.
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 (1) Eight  (2) Ten  (3) Six
 (4) Seven  (5) Fourteen
Q.80.  India recently held a Defence Ministerial Dailogue 

with which nation?
 (1) China (2) Pakistan  (3) France
 (4) Japan (5) Russia
Q.81.  Which state government has recently announced a 

loan waiver of Rs 4750 crore to its farmers?
 (1) Haryana  (2) Telangana
 (3) Rajasthan  (4) Andhra Pradesh
 (5) Maharashtra
Q.82.  Which country hosted the fifth meeting of the 

Eastern Economic Forum?
 (1) India (2) Bhutan (3) Indonesia
 (4) Russia (5) China
Q.83.  Who has assumed the charge of Chairmanship of 

Association of World Election Bodies recently?
 (1) Sunil Arora  (2) Sushil Chandra
 (3) Umesh Sinha  (4) Amit Tyagi
 (5) O. P. Rawat
Q.84.  Which country participated with India in military 

exercise Yudh Abhyas 2019?
 (1) Singapore (2) Russia (3) USA
 (4) Indonesia (5) China
Q.85.  PM Modi has become the first Indian Prime 

Minister to visit which among the following 
Russian regions?

 (1) Sochi (2) Vladivostok (3) Astrakhan
 (4) Stavropol (5) None of these
Q.86.  Which cricketer toppled Virat Kohli to regain his 

top spot in the ICC Test Rankings?
 (1) Kane Williamson (2) Joe Root
 (3) Steve Smith  (4) Henry Nicholls
 (5) None of these
Q.87.  Which Indian cricketer jumped 40 places to be 

ranked at no. 30 in ICC Test Ranking 2019?
 (1) Ajinkya Rahane (2) Rishabh Pant
 (3) Mayank Agarwal (4) Hanuma Vihari
 (5) Manish Pandey
Q.88.  Which state of India was recently in news for 

reported cases of Congo Fever?

 (1) Rajasthan  (2) Gujarat 

 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Tamil Nadu

 (5) Kerala

Q.89.  Which country will host FIFA world cup in 2022?

 (1) Jordan (2) Qatar (3) UAE

 (4) Brazil (5) Argentina

Q.90.  Which of the following has been named as India’s 
‘Best Swachh Iconic Place’ recently?

 (1) Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine

 (2) Golden Temple

 (3) Kedarnath Temple

 (4) Rameshwaram

 (5) Ahmedabad Railway Station

Q.91.  Which e-commerce company recently announced 
to eliminate single-use plastic from its packaging 
by June 2020?

 (1) Flipkart (2) Amazon (3) Jabong

 (4) Myntra (5) PayTM

Q.92.  India has offered how much ‘Line of Credit’ for the 
Russian Far East region?

 (1) USD 1 billion  (2) USD 1.5 billion

 (3) USD 2 billion  (4) USD 2.5 billion

 (5) USD 3 billion

Q.93.  Which tennis player created one of the major Grand 
Slams upsets by knocking out Roger Federer from 
US Open?

 (1) Grigor Dimitrov (2) Andy Murray 

 (3) Dominic Thiem  (4) Marin Cilic

 (5) None of these

Q.94.  Who was the Chief Guest of the 5th Eastern 
Economic Forum?

 (1) Vladimir Putin (2) Shinzo Abe

 (3) Narendra Modi (4) Xi Jinping

 (5) Donald Trump

Q.95.  Bianca Andreescu has become the first teenager to 
reach US Open semi-finals in a decade. Andreescu 
belongs to which nation?

 (1) United States  (2) Switzerland

 (3) Canada   (4) Germany

 (5) France 

The 25th Senior Women’s National Football Championship held at Pasighat in Arunachal Pradesh.
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Q.96.  Which telecom giant has accused the US of 
launching cyber-attacks to infiltrate its internal 
information systems?

 (1) Samsung (2) Motorola  (3) Xiaomi
 (4) Huawei (5) Facebook
Q.97.  Who among the following has been appointed as 

the Indian High Commissioner in Lesotho?
 (1) Amrit Pal  (2) Sandeep Mandal
 (3) Jaydeep Sarkar (4) Yogesh Kaushik
 (5) None of these
Q.98.  Which city has retained the top spot on the 

Economist Intelligence Unit’s Global Liveability 
Index 2019?

 (1) London (2) New York (3) Sydney 
 (4) Vienna (5) Darwin
Q.99.  Which country has lifted all limits on nuclear 

research and development programmes?
 (1) Russia (2) Ukraine (3) Iran
 (4) Pakistan (5) Israel
Q.100. Robert Mugabe passed away recently at the age of 

95. He served as the President of which nation for 
almost four decades?

 (1) Ghana 
 (2) Libya 
 (3) Zimbabwe
 (4) South Africa
 (5) Democratic Republic of Congo
Q.101. Which city is hosted the 28th edition of India-

Thailand Coordinated Patrol exercise?
 (1) Vishakhapatnam (2) Bangkok
 (3) Phuket  (4) Brahmapur
 (5) Khon Kaen
Q.102. Which city hosted the Sixth India-China Strategic 

Economic Dialogue 2019?
 (1) Beijing (2) New Delhi (3) Mumbai
 (4) Shanghai (5) Chennai
Q.103. Which country has been ranked 10th in terms of 

gold reserves, as per the recent survey of World 
Gold Council?

 (1) Nepal (2) China (3) India
 (4) Iran (5) South Africa

Q.104. Which Indian wrestler has been given top priority 
in World Wrestling Championship?

 (1) Bajrang Punia (2) Sushil Kumar
 (3) Yogeshwar Dutt (4) Pawan Kumar
 (5) Sangram Singh
Q.105. Which automobile company recently closed its 

manufacturing plant for five days in Chennai?
 (1) Maruti Suzuki (2) Ashok Leyland 
 (3) Tata Motors  (4) Toyota
 (5) Mahindra Automobiles
Q.106. Which country has temporarily closed its 

diplomatic missions in Nigeria?
 (1) United States  (2) South Africa
 (3) Zimbabwe  (4) Egypt
 (5) Algeria
Q.107. Consider the following statements:
 (A) The are 7 High Courts which share their 

jurisdiction with other states or UTs.
 (B) Puducherry comes under the jurisdiction of 

Kerala High Court.
 (C) Gauhati High Court has highest number of 

states under its jurisdiction.
 Which of the statements given above is/are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.108. India has recently announced one million dollar 

humanitarian aid to which nation?
 (1) Bahamas  (2) Maldives
 (3) Havana  (4) Cayman Islands
 (5) Djibuti
Q.109. Which leader was in the news as he cancelled 

his secret meeting with the Taliban leaders and 
Afghanistan President?

 (1) Vladimir Putin (2) Imran Khan
 (3) Donald Trump (4) Moon Jae-in
 (5) Reuven Rivlin
Q.110. Consider the following statements about Ram 

Jethmalani who passed away recently:
 (A) Jethmalani was minister for Law and Urban 

Development in the Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
Cabinet.

Ace director Goutam Ghose's latest venture 'Raahgir' (The Wayfarers) will have its world premiere at 
Busan International Film Festival in October.
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 (B) He fought the famous case KM Nanavati Vs 
State of Maharashtra in 1959.

 (C) He became Member of Parliament in 1977.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B

 (3) Only C  (4) All A, B and C 

 (5) None of these

Q.111. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and Indian 
Government signed USD 200 million loan 
agreement to upgrade rural roads in which State?

 (1) Rajasthan (2) Maharashtra (3) Gujarat

 (4) Bihar (5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.112. Which city hosted the ‘ANGAN’, an international 
Conference on Energy Efficiency in Building 
Sector?

 (1) Mumbai (2) New Delhi (3) Gurugram

 (4) Chandigarh (5) Pune

Q.113. Consider the following statements:

 (A) Eminent journalist Ravish Kumar has won 
Magsaysay Award for 2019.

 (B) Ramon Magsaysay Award was established in 
1957 by trustees of the Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund.

 (C) The award is named after the first president of 
Republic of Philippines Ramon Magsaysay.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C

 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 

Q.114. What is the name of the book based on the 
speeches of President Ramnath Kovind, whose 
second edition was recently released by the Vice 
President?

 (1) Sanskriti Ke Sath (2) Loktantra Ke Swar

 (3) Desh Ki Pehchan (4) Samaj Aur Sanskar

 (5) None of these

Q.115. Consider the following statements:

 (A) Rafael Nadal clinched his 19th Gram Slam by 
defeating Daniil Medvedev in US Open 2019 
final.

 (B) Bianca Andreescu defeated 23 times Grand 
Slam winner Serena Williams in US Open 
2019.

 (C) Andreescu has become the youngest Grand 
Slam winner since Maria Sharapova at the 
2006 US Open.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Only C  (4) All A, B and C 
 (5) None of these
Q.116. Jack Ma stepped down as the Chairman of which 

among the following companies?
 (1) Huawei (2) Alibaba (3) Oppo
 (4) Xiaomi (5) None of these
Q.117. PM Narendra Modi has inaugurated South Asia’s 

first cross-border oil pipeline. The pipeline will 
connect India with which nation?

 (1) Nepal (2) Malaysia (3) Bhutan
 (4) Bangladesh (5) Afghanistan
Q.118. Which Committee has been constituted by the 

Union Government to oversee the bifurcation of 
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) into Union Territories?

 (1) Sanjay Mitra Committee
 (2) Rajnath Singh Committee
 (3) Amit Shah Committee
 (4) Ajay Kumar Committee
 (5) Arun Goyal Committee
Q.119. Which Sports Committee in India has been de-

recognised recently for violation of Sports Code?
 (1) National Olympic Committee
 (2) Paralympic Committee of India
 (3) Empowered Sports Committee
 (4) Physical Education Committee
 (5) National Asiad Committee
Q.120. India’s second Multi-Modal Terminal (MMT) will 

be located in which city?
 (1) Prayagraj (2) Gaya (3) Sahibganj
 (4) Cuttack (5) Ranchi
Q.121. Who took the oath as the Governor of Rajasthan 

recently?
 (1) Ravindra Bhatt 
 (2) Kalyan Singh
 (3) Satyadev Narayan Arya
 (4) Kalraj Mishra
 (5) Tamilisai Soundararajan

The Sports Ministry has de-recognised the Paralympic Committee of India (PCI), citing a violation of 
the National Sports Code.
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Q.122. Who was recently fired by US President Donald 
Trump from his post of National Security Adviser?

 (1) John Bolton  (2) Mike Pompeo
 (3) Joseph Maguire (4) Gina Haspel
 (5) Michael R Pence
Q.123. Which country was the honour country at the 84th 

Thessaloniki International Fair (TIF) ?
 (1) Canada (2) France (3) India
 (4) Japan (5) China
Q.124. Who has been appointed as the Principal Secretary 

to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently?
 (1) Pramod Kumar Mishra 
 (2) Arun Kumar Goyal
 (3) Ramesh Gupta
 (4) Abhishek Menon
 (5) Rajiv Gauba
Q.125. Who has been appointed as the Principal Advisor 

to Prime Minister Narendra Modi?
 (1) Rajiv Gauba  (2) PK Sinha
 (3) Pulok Chatterji (4) Nripendra Misra
 (5) Abhishek Menon
Q.126. PM Modi recently launched the National Animal 

Disease Control Programme from which city?
 (1) Varanasi (2) Mathura (3) Kanpur
 (4) Lucknow (5) Agra
Q.127. Which state has reduced the amount of traffic 

challans by almost 50 percent?
 (1) Gujarat  (2) Rajasthan 
 (3) Maharashtra  (4) Andhra Pradesh
 (5) Delhi
Q.128. As per the latest ‘Lancet’ report till which year 

Malaria can be eradicated from the world?
 (1) 2025 (2) 2030 (3) 2040
 (4) 2050 (5) 2055
Q.129.  Which NRI industrialist has been nominated to the 

UK’s House of Lords?
 (1) Jasjit Singh  (2) Rami Ranger
 (3) Ranjeet Sekhon (4) Vipin Malik
 (5) None of these
Q.130. What is the name of the potentially habitable super-

Earth known to have water in its atmosphere?

 (1) K2-18h (2) K2-18c (3) K2-18a
 (4) K2-18b (5) K2-18w
Q.131. Who is the first female sportsperson to be 

recommended for Padma Vibhushan?
 (1) PV Sindhu   (2) Mary Kom 
 (3) Vinesh Phogat (4) Mithali Raj
 (5) Saina Nehwal
Q.132. Which country has become the newest member of 

the Global Antimicrobial Resistance Research and 
Development Hub?

 (1) China (2) US (3) India 
 (4) Bangladesh  (5) None of these
Q.133. India’s tallest Air Traffic Control tower has been 

inaugurated at which of the following airports?
 (1) Kempegowda International Airport
 (2) Cochin International Airport 
 (3) Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport
 (4) Indhira Gandhi International Airport
 (5) None of these
Q.134. Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently 

inaugurated the new assembly building in which 
state and dedicated the 'Pradhan Mantri Kisan 
Mandhan Yojana' to the nation?

 (1) Jharkhand  (2) Bihar 
 (3) Uttarakhand  (4) Telangana 
 (5) Chhattisgarh
Q.135. Which country has become the 79th member of the 

International Solar Alliance?
 (1) Cuba
 (2) St. Vincent and Grenadines
 (3) St. Lucia
 (4) Dominican Republic
 (5) None of these
Q.136. From which place the portable anti-tank guided 

missile (MPATGM) was successfully tested by 
DRDO?

 (1) Chandipur, Odisha 
 (2) Thumba, Kerala
 (3) Kurnool, Andhra Pradesh
 (4) Tuticorin, Tamil Nadu
 (5) Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh

Brij Kumar Agarwal has been appointed as Secretary to the Lokpal and Subash Chandra as Secretary 
of Department of Defence Production.
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Q.137. Which country participated with India in Joint 
Military Exercise MAITREE-2019 in Meghalaya?

 (1) Indonesia (2) Thailand (3) Maldives
 (4) Singapore (5) China
Q.138. Which State Government recently announced to 

launch an online portal to offer cows for adoption?
 (1) Haryana  (2) Punjab 
 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Tamil Nadu
 (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.139. Which country has won the ‘Best Video’ award for 

the Asia & Pacific Region in the UNWTO Tourism 
Video Competition 2019?

 (1) Malaysia (2) Sri Lanka (3) Thailand
 (4) India (5) Nepal
Q.140. Which country won the ‘Exceptional stories of 

sustainable tourism’ award at the UNWTO Tourism 
Video Competition 2019?

 (1) Greece (2) India  (3) Chile 
 (4) Tunisia (5) Thailand
Q.141. Consider the following statements:
 (A) India is exporting bulletproof jackets to over 

100 countries.
 (B) India is the first country to export bulletproof 

jackets.
 (C) The BIS framed a national standard for 

bulletproof jackets.
 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.142. From which city India’s second Multi-Modal 

Terminal (MMT) was inaugurated by PM Narendra 
Modi?

 (1) Ranchi (2) Joshimath (3) Cuttack
 (4) Sahibganj (5) Darbhanga
Q.143. Which state government has announced the first 

agricultural export policy to double the income of 
farmers?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Rajasthan
 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Andhra Pradesh
 (5) Gujarat
Q.144. Who among the following has won two awards at 

the Boston Film Festival?

 (1) Shabana Azmi (2) Neena Gupta

 (3) Soni Razdan  (4) Kirron Kher

 (5) Tabu

Q.145. Who among the following set a new record in cue 
sports by winning his 22nd World Billiards Title?

 (1) Sourav Kothari (2) Rajdeep Sarkar

 (3) Abhinav Bindra  (4) Pankaj Advani

 (5) Aditya Mehta 

Q.146. Which state’s legislative assembly has passed a 
resolution against proposed Uranium mining in 
Nallamala forest area?

 (1) Karnataka  (2) Andhra Pradesh 

 (3) Telangana  (4) Kerala

 (5) Jharkhand

Q.147. Which state recently launched Jan Soochna Portal 
for its residents?

 (1) Rajasthan  (2) Maharashtra

 (3) Gujarat  (4) Madhya Pradesh

 (5) Karnataka

Q.148.  Who has been appointed as the first Lokayukta of 
Andhra Pradesh?

 (1) Justice A Goswami 

 (2) Justice P Lakshman Reddy

 (3) Justice S D Manirattnam

 (4) Justice Ram Rao

 (5) None of these

Q.149. What is the name of Indian player who recently 
won the world’s toughest ‘Enduroman Triathlon’ 
with a world record?

 (1) Sanjay Bhatt  (2) Jayprakash Govind

 (3) Lakshya Thapar (4) Mayank Vaid

 (5) None of these

Q.150. Which international organization has decided 
to publish the writings of Guru Nanak Dev in 
international languages?

 (1) UNESCO 

 (2) World Bank

 (3) UNICEF

 (4) Clinton Foundation

 (5) Bill and Melinda Gate Foundation

Ajay Kumar has been appointed as Defence Secretary.
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Q.151. Which missile was launched recently by DRDO 
from Su-30 MKI fighter jet?

 (1) NAG (2) Astra (3) Exocet
 (4) Dhanush (5) Tejas
Q.152. Which State has launched the Helpline ‘1100’ 

recently for Mukhya Mantri Seva Sankalp?
 (1) Rajasthan 
 (2) Haryana
 (3) Punjab
 (4) Himachal Pradesh
 (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.153. Who among the following has become India's first 

female military diplomat? 
 (1) Wing Commander Pragya Singh
 (2) Wing Commander Jyoti Chhabra
 (3) Wing Commander Anjali Singh
 (4) Wing Commander Sunanda Chauhan
 (5) None of these
Q.154.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) At present more than 150 Belgian companies 

are working in India.
 (B) India is Belgium’s fourth-largest trade partner 

outside the European Union.
 (C) India is Belgium’s second-largest export 

destination.
 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Only C  (4) All A, B and C 
 (5) None of these
Q.155.  Which city hosted the 16th session of Joint 

Economic Commission between India and Belgium 
Luxembourg Economic Union (BLEU)?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Brussels (3) Antwerp
 (4) Luxembourg (5) None of these
Q.156.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Taiwan has cut off its ties with Kiribati recently.
 (B) Kiribati, is a sovereign state in Micronesia in 

the Atlantic.
 (C) Tsai Ing-wen is the president of Taiwan.
 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 

Q.157.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Sonu Nigam has been honoured with the 

Magnificent Performing Arts Award in 
London.

 (B) Kalli Purie, of Times of India won the 
Outstanding Media and Entertainment Award.

 (C) These awards were conferred as a part of 21st 
Century Icon Awards in London.

 Which of the statements given above is/are false?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.158.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Gandan Monastery is situated in Ulaanbaatar 

Mongolia.
 (B) Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Mongolian 

President jointly unveiled a statue of Lord 
Buddha at Gandan Monastery.

 (C) Statue of Lord Buddha was unveiled through 
video-conferencing in Ulaanbaatar.

 (D) Khaltmaagiin Battulga is the Prime Minister of 
Mongolia.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A and B  (2) Only B and C
 (3) Only C and D  (4) Both A and C 
 (5) Both B and D 
Q.159.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Bajrang Punia has won bronze at the 2019 

World Wrestling Championships.
 (B) Bajrang Punia has been conferred with Padma 

Bhushan Award 2019.
 (C) Bajrang Punia is the winner of Rijiv Gandhi 

Khel Ratna Award 2019.
 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and C (5) Both B and C 
Q.160.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) DoNER Ministry has approved more than 200 

projects worth Rs 3,000 cr in the North East.
 (B) This includes setting up of bamboo industrial 

park at Manderdisa in Dima Hasao district in 
Assam.

 (C) DoNER Ministry was established in September 
2014.

Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba will be the new Cabinet Secretary.
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Q.21.(4) Q.22.(1)  Q.23.(5) Q.24.(1) Q.25.(3)  Q.26.(3) Q.27.(3)  Q.28.(5) Q.29.(1) Q.30.(4)
Q.31.(5) Q.32.(2) Q.33.(4)  Q.34.(4) Q.35.(5) Q.36.(2)  Q.37.(4) Q.38.(1) Q.39.(4) Q.40.(2)
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Q.51.(1) Q.52.(2) Q.53.(2) Q.54.(4) Q.55.(4) Q.56.(1) Q.57.(2)  Q.58.(5) Q.59.(4) Q.60.(4)
Q.61.(2) Q.62.(1)  Q.63.(3) Q.64.(2) Q.65.(3) Q.66.(4) Q.67.(1) Q.68.(2) Q.69.(5) Q.70.(1)
Q.71.(4) Q.72.(2)  Q.73.(4) Q.74.(3)  Q.75.(1)  Q.76.(2)  Q.77.(4) Q.78.(2) Q.79.(1) Q.80.(4)
Q.81.(1) Q.82.(4) Q.83.(1) Q.84.(3) Q.85.(2) Q.86.(3) Q.87.(4) Q.88.(1) Q.89.(2) Q.90.(1)
Q.91.(2) Q.92.(1) Q.93.(1) Q.94.(3) Q.95.(3) Q.96.(4) Q.97.(3) Q.98.(4) Q.99.(3) Q.100.(3)
Q.101.(2) Q.102.(2) Q.103.(3) Q.104.(1) Q.105.(2) Q.106.(2) Q.107.(2) Q.108.(1) Q.109.(3) Q.110.(4)
Q.111.(2) Q.112.(2) Q.113.(4) Q.114.(2) Q.115.(4) Q.116.(2) Q.117.(1) Q.118.(1) Q.119.(2) Q.120.(3)
Q.121.(4) Q.122.(1) Q.123.(3) Q.124.(1) Q.125.(2) Q.126.(2) Q.127.(1) Q.128.(3) Q.129.(2) Q.130.(4)
Q.131.(2) Q.132.(3) Q.133.(4) Q.134.(1) Q.135.(2) Q.136.(3) Q.137.(2) Q.138.(3) Q.139.(4) Q.140.(3)
Q.141.(5) Q.142.(4) Q.143.(1) Q.144.(2) Q.145.(4) Q.146.(3) Q.147.(1) Q.148.(2) Q.149.(4) Q.150.(1)
Q.151.(2) Q.152.(4) Q.153.(3) Q.154.(4) Q.155.(1) Q.156.(5) Q.157.(2) Q.158.(1) Q.159.(4) Q.160.(4)
Q.161.(3) Q.162.(4) Q.163.(4) Q.164.(2) Q.165.(3)

ANSWER KEY

Dwayne Johnson topped Forbes' list of world's highest-paid male actors, with earnings for last 12 
months estimated at $89.4 million (nearly Rs.640 crore).

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 
Q.161.  North-East India comprises of how many states? 
 (1) 6 (2) 7  (3) 8
 (4) 9 (5) None of these
Q.162.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a 

50 megawatt Gandhi Solar Park on the roof of 
the United Nation Headquarters.

 (B) India has gifted one solar panel each for every 
193 member states.

 (C) Gandhi Peace Garden was also inaugurated 
marking Gandhi's 150th birth anniversary.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both B and C (5) Both A and C 
Q.163.  Consider the following statements:
 (A) The 37th GST Council meeting was held in Goa.
 (B) The meeting was chaired by Finance 

& Corporate Affairs, Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman. 

 (C) GST on caffeinated beverages has been 
reduced from 28 percent to 18 percent.

 Which of the statements given above is/are true?

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C

 (4) Both A and B (5) Both A and C 

Q.164.  What is the proposed launched date of maiden 
Human Space Mission, Gaganyaan by ISRO?

 (1) March 2022  

 (2) December 2021

 (3) December 2022 

 (4) March 2021

 (5) None of these

Q.165.  With which of the following organisations, ISRO 
has signed a Memorandum of Understanding to 
develop human-centric systems for the Human 
Space Mission.  

 (1) Central Drug Research Institute

 (2) Research Development and Standards Org.

 (3) Defence Research and Development Org.

 (4) Tata Institute of Fundamental Research

 (5) None of these
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Directions (1-6): Read the following passage carefully 
and answer the questions given below it. Certain words 
have been given in bold to help you locate them while 
answering some questions.
The notion of women empowerment has become a buzzword 
in the contemporary development discourse both at national 
and international level. It is a general part of general concept 
of empowerment which emerged in 1990s as a strategy as 
well as goal of development in the wake of globalization. 
The World Social Development Summit, 1995 specifically 
mentions that empowering people, particularly women, 
to strengthen their capacities is the main objective of 
development. The Beijing Declaration adopted at the Fourth 
World Conference on Women in 1995 reiterates, “Women 
empowerment and their full participation on the basis of 
equality in all spheres of society, including participation 
in the decision-making process and access to power, are 
fundamental for the development of equality, development 
and peace.” The World Development Report-1997 (World 
Bank), emphasized on the empowerment as an integral 
part of development process. Though initially the idea 
of empowerment was viewed as a tool or at the best a 
viable strategy, or a core component of development, but 
later it became the goal of development under the idea 
of ‘development as empowerment’. This was the logical 
result of discourse on development moving from the 
narrow confines of economic development (traditional 
approach) to modern approaches like human development 
(UNDP), ‘Development as Freedom’ (Amartya Sen), 
and Capabilities Approach to Development (Martha 
Nussbaum). Gradually, the international development 
bodies, national governments and other stakeholders like 
NGOs, Civil Society Organisations tried to mainstream the 
idea of women empowerment in the development process. 
The Millennium Development Goals, adopted by the UN 
General Assembly consist of eight goals which are to be 
achieved by the global community within a decade and one 
of these goals is ‘to promote gender equality and empower 
women.’ Immediately after the World War II, the ‘welfare 
approach’ was adopted to improve the status of women in 
society. Under this women were the passive beneficiaries 
of the welfare measures of the government. The approach 
even failed to highlight the fundamental women issues 
in the economic growth strategy. This was at best the 
extension of reformatory approach initiated in the latter 
half of the 19th century.
With the independence of large number of poor countries 
and experience of inadequacy of economic growth model, 

the development model was adopted as a new growth 
strategy in early 1970s. At this time, the liberal feminists in 
US advocated an approach called, ‘Women in Development 
(WID) which was rapidly adopted by the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID). The term 
WID was coined in early 1970s by the Women’s Committee 
of Washington DC, Chapter of the Society for International 
Development, which was a network of women development 
professionals. The WID emerged from the realization that 
the prevailing economic strategic have frequently negative 
impact on the women. The underlying rationale of the 
WID is women are an untapped resources who can provide 
economic contribution to the development. It acknowledges 
the basic human need to earn livelihood and focuses mainly 
on women in isolation and advocates measures such as 
access to credit and employment. The purpose is the 
better integration of women in the development process. 
Under this approach women’s significant productive 
contribution was made visible but their reproductive roles 
were downplayed. It failed to address the fundamental 
gender issues as it had a very narrow analysis of problems 
of women. Therefore, a new approach called ‘Women and 
Development’ (WAD) emerged in second half of the 1970s 
which was inspired and advocated by socialist brand of 
feminism. This approach claims that women are already an 
integrated part of development and what is needed is not 
their integration in the development but the recognition of 
their contribution in the development made through their 
productive as well as reproductive capacities. It focuses 
on the economic role played by women both inside and 
outside home and considers these activities essential for the 
survival of family unit. It treats women as a homogeneous 
category and ignores cultural differences of class, race or 
ethnicity. The WAD is the refined and more critical version 
of WID.
Q.1. With reference to the passage, on what grounds 

does the WID state that women haven’t been able 
to play a pivotal role in the economic welfare of 
the country?

 A. There is an underlying perception that women 
do not have as much capacity as men when it 
comes to taking initiative.

 B. Women choose to be desolated and prefer 
working at home to working out.

 C. Women have been referred as the resources 
which haven’t been exploited or used in the 
economic welfare of the country.
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 (1) Only C  (2) Only B 
 (3) Both B & C   (4) Only A 
 (5) Both A & B 
Q.2. According to the passage, which of the following 

statements is/are NOT TRUE?
 (1) It isn’t a new fact that women are a paramount 

element in the development but this very fact 
needs to get acknowledgment. 

 (2) The primary issue of women wasn’t highlighted 
in the welfare approach.

 (3) The up to the minute approach to analyse 
problems of women was much better than that 
of the previous one.

 (4) The underlying idea of the new approach after 
WID was to highlight the fact the women 
have an impetuous role to play in both the 
productive and reproductive aspects.

 (5) All of the above are true.
Q.3. Which of the following statements is/are TRUE 

regarding the efforts designed to promote the basic 
physical and material well-being of women as 
mentioned by the author?

 A. The issues women, those of central importance, 
haven’t been brought to light.

 B. The predominant intention was to ensure that 
the standing of women in the society doesn’t get 
belittled.

 C. Primarily, the initiatives to ensure the well-
being of the people had benefitted women to a 
large extent.

 (1) Only C   (2) Only B 
 (3) Both B & C   (4) Only A 
 (5) Both A & B 
Q.4. How could the perception of the preliminary and 

the eventual notion of ‘the process of becoming 
stronger and claiming one's own rights’ be 
differentiated?

 A. The perception was to capacitate women but 
later it dealt to give recognition to them.

 B. When the idea emerged, it was a goal which 
had to be achieved only to become the base of 
development later.

 C. Initially the idea was that it was a plan of 
action but eventually it became the motive of 
development.

 (1) Only A  (2) Both A and B
 (3) Only C  (4) Both B and C
 (5) Both A and C
Q.5. With reference to the passage, what is meant by the 

downplaying of the reproductive roles of women?
 (1) Much credit was given to women, even more 

than they actually deserved.
 (2) The women were downtrodden as compared to 

men.
 (3) In comparison to men, women have been 

projected to be playing a much significant role.
 (4) Both (2) and (3)
 (5) The recognition wasn’t given to the aspect that 

women give birth to the progeny.
Q6  On the basis of your reading, which of the 

following is the tone of the passage?
 (1) Euphemistic tone (2) Humanistic tone
 (3) Analytical tone (4) Introspective tone
 (5) Grandiose tone
Directions (Q 7-11): Read the following passage and 
answer the following questions. Certain words have 
been given in bold to help you locate them while 
answering some questions.
Environmental risk factors, particularly air pollution, 
have been associated with increased risk of neurological 
disorders. In 2017, The Lancet Commission on pollution 
and health reported that all types of pollution i.e. air, water, 
soil, chemical, and occupational pollutants is the world's 
largest environmental cause for poor health, responsible 
for about nine million deaths which was 16% of all deaths 
globally. Exploring, understanding, and preventing the 
effects of sustained exposure to air pollutants on the brain, 
and possible links to diseases of the nervous system, will 
be one of the future challenges for global health, and was 
the topic of discussion at the 2nd International Meeting 
on Environmental Health, held in Strasbourg, France. Air 
pollution is recognised as a global public health issue: the 
Global Burden of Diseases, injuries, and risk factors (GBD) 
Study reported that air pollution alone was responsible for 
6·7 million deaths globally in the recent past. Furthermore, 
the number of deaths is expected to more than double by 
2050 if no action is taken. Low-income and middle-income 
countries bear the largest disease burden, as reported in The 
Lancet Commission, with almost 92% of all pollution-related 
deaths occurring in these regions. However, a first bright 
spot in the field was a 23% reduction in the age-standardised 
death rates for all causes of air pollution in the last decade.
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Although neurological effects attributable to air pollution 
have been shown in several studies, global data on the 
effects of air pollution exposure on the brain are absent. 
That air pollution might cause 30% of all strokes, and 
thus might be one of the leading contributors of the global 
stroke burden, was highlighted in an analysis of stroke 
and risk factors from the Global Burden of Disease Study 
2013. The mechanism of action is most likely a direct 
effect of particulate matter—a mixture of solid particles 
and liquid droplets found in the air and in gases such as 
ozone and nitrogen dioxide—on the vascular system, 
causing oxidative stress and inflammation. Even if the 
neurological effect attributable to exposure to air pollutants 
on an individual might be small to modest, the overall 
attributable risk might be considerably higher, given that 
a large proportion of the population is exposed to air 
pollutants. Whether air pollution also affects dementia, the 
second largest neurological cause of disability-adjusted 
life-years according to the GBD 2015 Study, is less clear. 
Recent epidemiological studies and animal models suggest 
an increased risk of dementia with sustained exposure to air 
pollutants, but the underlying mechanisms are unclear and 
potential confounding factors such as including lifestyle 
factors (e.g. diet, physical activities) and medical history 
cannot be excluded. However, given the strong association 
between stroke, vascular risk factors, and dementia, the 
suggested link between air pollution and dementia is to 
be expected. Neurological disorders represent the largest 
cause of disability-adjusted life-years and the second-
largest cause of global deaths behind cardiovascular 
diseases, as highlighted in the GBD 2015 Study. Thus, 
the potential negative effects of environmental pollution 
on neurological health should receive more attention from 
researchers, funders, regulators, and governments.
Even though, with the exception of stroke, definitive 
conclusions on the neurological effects associated with 
sustained exposure to air pollution cannot be arrived at 
from current knowledge, given the broader health issues, 
implementation of policies that seek to improve air pollution 
should be a priority for governments. The United Nations 
and WHO have both been driving forces in improving 
air quality and have launched several pollution-reducing 
action plans. For example, WHO has developed indoor 
and outdoor air quality guidlines, and “the investigation 
of health impacts of climate and environmental change” 
is one of the top four WHO health priorities. The United 
Nations' 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development—a 
set of 17 goals established to achieve global sustainable 
development by 2030—recognises air pollution as the 
greatest environmental health risk, and it is likely that 
pollution control will have positive effects on many of 
these goals and on neurological health. The good news is 

that air pollution can be controlled and that the growing 
recognition of air pollution as a potential contributor to 
neurological disease is promising for improved brain 
health. Improvements now need to be made in study design 
and measurement of air pollution to enable more reliable 
and accurate estimates about the possible negative effects 
on brain health, beyond those on cerebrovascular disease.
Q.7. According to the passage, mention what could be 

a hard nut to crack with reference to the current 
scenario of air pollution?

 (1) The realisation of the fact that what could be 
the impact of air pollutants on derma health 
could be unattainable.

 (2) The air is an imperative resource and must be 
utilised wisely wouldn’t be a debatable topic.

 (3) The human brain is prone to neural diseases 
due to the air pollutants whose study would be 
a daunting task in the near future.

 (4) Both (1) and (2).
 (5) There could be a colossal number of deaths in 

the future due to the significant increase in air 
pollution.

Q.8. As per the passage, what could be analysed from 
the statistics concerned with the raging problem of 
air pollution?

 A. The countries with mediocre or low income 
are exempted from the largest disease burden 
across the globe.

 B. The very fact that weather dementia is affected 
by air pollution or not is still sceptical.

 C. The GBD study emphasizes that air pollution 
could be the imperative reason for escalating 
strokes globally.

 (1) Only (A)  (2) Only (B)
 (3) Only (B) and (C) (4) Only (A) and (B)
 (5) All (A), (B) and (C)
Q.9. According to the passage, which of the following 

statements is NOT TRUE?
 (1) Numerous plans have been brought to action by 

the United Nations and the WHO to mitigate 
the pollution.

 (2) The neurological effect of the inclusive risk being 
caused by the exposure to air pollutants is zilch.

 (3) What needs an increased amount of attention 
from researchers and government is the threat to 
neurological health by environmental pollution.
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 (4) Due to the high population, a considerable 
amount of people in the world are prone to be 
in the clutches of pollution.

 (5) None of the above is true.
Q.10. As per your reading, which of the following could 

be the most suitable title among the following?
 (1) The raging mammoth of air pollution
 (2) Brain health: an imperative issue
 (3) The emerging issue of air pollution and brain 

health
 (4) The ramifications of air pollution
 (5) None of the above.
Q.11. On the basis of your reading, which of the 

following is the tone of the passage?
 (1) Euphemistic tone (2) Humanistic tone
 (3) Analytical tone (4) Introspective tone
 (5) Grandiose tone
Q.12. In the following question, two words have been 

given in bold which may or may not be correct 
contextually. If the words are incorrect, choose 
the option which replaces both the words 
respectively. If the words are correct, mark ‘no 
change required’ as your answer.

 In a developing nation like India, with the umpteen 
number of people aged 30 or less, the focus of 
national policy is perforce directed to the basic 
developmental needs and welfare of children, 
adolescents and young adults.

 A. inevitable, numerously
 B. countless, forte
 C. colossal, pertinently
 D. innumerable, unavoidably
 (1) Only A  (2) Only D
 (3) Both B and C  (4) Both A and B
 (5) No change required
Q.13. In the following question, two words have been 

given in bold which may or may not be correct 
contextually. If the words are incorrect, choose 
the option which replaces both the words 
respectively. If the words are correct, mark ‘no 
change required’ as your answer.

 NPHCE transforms dedicated healthcare facilities 
at all levels of the health delivery system with 
provision for both enduring and perceived training 

of health professionals to address problems of the 
elderly.

 A. provides, pertaining

 B. envisages, transitory

 C. envisions, ephemeral

 D. predict, durable

 (1) Only A  (2) Only C

 (3) Both B and C  (4) Both A and B

 (5) No change required

Q.14. In the following question, two words have been 
given in bold which may or may not be correct 
contextually. If the words are incorrect, choose 
the option which replaces both the words 
respectively. If the words are correct, mark ‘no 
change required’ as your answer.

 India needs a comprehensive, explicable and 
need-based elder care model which should have 
home care, and hospital admission for acute health 
problems, continuing the bereft phase in hospitals, 
etc.

 A. applicable, advection

 B. complacent, contrite

 C. replicable, amelioration

 D. recovering, pliable

 (1) Only A  (2) Only C

 (3) Both B and C  (4) Both A and B

 (5) No change required

Q.15. In the following question, a sentence with two 
highlighted words has been given. Choose the 
option which contains synonym of the first word 
and antonym of the second word respectively.

 Health care services, mostly city-based, with 
qualified professionals are sparse in India and 
elders’ care is part of the extensive health care 
system which is poorly sensitised to the health 
needs of elderly people.

 A. abundant, substantial

 B. spasmodic, exacerbated

 C. scanty, restricted

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B

 (3) Both B and C  (4) Both A and B

 (5) Only C
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Q.16. In the following question, a sentence with two 
highlighted words has been given. Choose the 
option which contains synonym of the first word 
and antonym of the second word respectively.

 Increased climate variability and greater intensity 
and frequency of extreme weather events 
aggravate humanitarian needs in emergencies and 
lead to water and food stress, as well as to changing 
patterns in the geographical spread of diseases.

 A. apathy, exasperate
 B. extremity, conciliate
 C. dominance, exacerbate
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Both B and C  (4) Both A and B
 (5) Only C
Q.17. In the following question, a sentence with two 

highlighted words has been given. Choose the 
option which contains synonym of the first word 
and antonym of the second word respectively.

 Normally, such claims would be treated with the 
disdain they deserve and not be allowed time in 
the ISC’s sessions but when such nonsense is being 
regurgitated by the leaders of India’s destiny, they 
need to be responded to.

 A. contempt, spoken concisely
 B. bellicose, repeat
 C. veneration, disgorge
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Both B and C  (4) Both A and B
 (5) Only C
Q.18. In the question below, a sentence has been in 

written in three different ways. Choose the 
option(s) which substitutes the sentence both 
grammatically and contextually.

 Although the response of the international 
community to the challenges of climate 
change needs to be structural and systemic, the 
humanitarian response should not be overlooked.

 A. Not only a selfless attitude should be kept 
into consideration but also the reaction of 
international community towards the issues of 
climate change shouldn’t be chaotic.

 B. Although the approach towards the issues of 
the changing climate requires to be organized 
yet the compassionate aspect mustn’t be 

shunned.
 C. Though the altruistic approach must not be 

overlooked, the international committee 
necessitates to deal with the climatic challenges 
impetuously.

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Both B and C  (4) Both A and B
 (5) Only C
Q.19. In the question below, a sentence has been in 

written in three different ways. Choose the 
option(s) which substitutes the sentence both 
grammatically and contextually.

 Efforts to mitigate climate change must be 
supplemented by adaptation to its consequences 
in order to improve the resilience of several 
communities vis-à-vis its unavoidable effects.

 A. Determined attempts to alleviate climate 
change should be aided with adaptation to the 
repercussions so as to ensure improvement of 
the recovering capacity of many communities 
with regard to the inevitable out-turns.

 B. With regard to the inevitable consequences, 
attempts to alleviate climate change must be 
done in accordance with the adaptation to the 
repercussions to improve certain communities’ 
capacity to recover quickly.

 C. With the help of the capacity to recover from 
difficulties, the efforts to reduce the change 
in climate should be done with the help of 
adapting the consequences.

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Both B and C  (4) Both A and B
 (5) Only C
Q.20. In the question below, a sentence has been in 

written in three different ways. Choose the 
option(s) which substitutes the sentence both 
grammatically and contextually.

 Many powerful men in the past have declared that 
they will privatise the Railways, but eventually 
never found the courage to do it.

 A. It had been made explicit in the past by a lot of 
men to adopt private ownership for Railways 
which couldn’t be done eventually.

 B. Lately, none of the powerful people had the 
attitude to declare the privatisation of the 
railways.
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 C. Eventually, none of the former influential 
individuals had the guts to fulfil the declaration 
they made of privatising the railways.

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Both B and C  (4) Both A and B
 (5) Only C
Q.21. Pick out the most effective pair of words from 

the given options to fill in the blanks to make 
the sentence meaningfully complete.

 Her book published to universal acclaim, her 
reputation as yet _________ by those who were 
envious of her craft: Michelle clearly was at the 
_________ of her career.

 (1) undamaged, ebb (2) unmarred, brink
 (3) untarnished, zenith (4) untainted, extremity
 (5) unstained, end
Q.22. Pick out the most effective pair of words from 

the given options to fill in the blanks to make 
the sentence meaningfully complete.

 The quality of _________ between senior officials 
and the subordinates should be unintimidating for 
the latter so that the quality of their work can be 
_________ for the benefit of the firm.

 (1) development, impeded
 (2) interaction, enhanced
 (3) service, evaluated
 (4) life, conceptualized
 (5) sophistication, developed
Q.23. Pick out the most effective pair of words from 

the given options to fill in the blanks to make 
the sentence meaningfully complete.

 While all the citizens were _________to the 
happenings in Mumbai and regions nearby, the 
infrastructure was _________by the attacks.

 (1) watching, decimated
 (2) alert, blemished
 (3) averse, devastated
 (4) unaware, annihilated
 (5) glued, devastated
Q.24. Pick out the most effective pair of words from 

the given options to fill in the blanks to make 
the sentence meaningfully complete.

 It isn’t a breaking news that industries constitute 
an important _________of the Indian economy 

and _________employment to a great number of 
workers aiding them to earn a livelihood.

 (1) extension, plants (2) factor, aims

 (3) period, projects (4) segment, dispenses

 (5) element, retards

Q.25. Pick out the most effective pair of words from 
the given options to fill in the blanks to make 
the sentence meaningfully complete.

 India is one of the worldwide leaders in the 
electrical _________ and we have everything 
which we need to _________.

 (1) industry, succeed

 (2) business, taken

 (3) showroom, get things done

 (4) shock, eliminate

 (5) None of these

Q.26. In the following question, a sentence is given 
with errors in two parts. Find the incorrect 
parts and mark the option accordingly. If all 
parts are correct, mark your answer as ‘all 
correct’.

 The drought has evaporated not only the city’s 
reservoirs, /A but the prosperity of its residents also 
who are / B forced to hunt at tankers, pay bribes / 
C and spend hours even at night / D waiting for 
trucks to dispense some water. / E

 (1) Both A and B  (2) Both B and C

 (3) Both C and E  (4) Both D and E

 (5) All correct

Q.27. In the following question, a sentence is given 
with errors in two parts. Find the incorrect 
parts and mark the option accordingly. If all 
parts are correct, mark your answer as ‘all 
correct’.

 At the entrance of any given Indian airport, / A a 
man in a legally-sanctioned paramilitary outfit / 
B stands since hours and checks flight tickets and 
identity cards / C of all passengers, even though 
he would not be / D able to spot a fabricate flight 
ticket or identity proof. / E

 (1) Both A and B  (2) Both B and C

 (3) Both C and E  (4) Both D and E

 (5) All correct
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Q.28. In the following question, a sentence is given 
with errors in two parts. Find the incorrect 
parts and mark the option accordingly. If all 
parts are correct, mark your answer as ‘all 
correct’.

 The iconic plane maker and their subcontractors 
have / A relied at temporary workers making / 
B as little as $9 an hour to develop and test / C 
software, often from countries / D lacking a deep 
background in aerospace. / E

 (1) Both A and B  (2) Both B and C
 (3) Both C and E  (4) Both D and E
 (5) All correct
Q.29. In the following question, a sentence is given 

with errors in two parts. Find the incorrect parts 
and mark the option accordingly. If all parts are 
correct, mark your answer as ‘all correct’.

 Chennai’s aspirations to grow into a / A global 
economic hub appear considerable /B weakened as 

Q.31. A Man bought two boxes for Rs.1300. He sold one 
box at a profit of 20% and the other at a loss of 
12%. If the selling price of both boxes is the same, 
then the cost price of each box is: 

 (1) Rs.400, Rs.900  (2) Rs.450, Rs.850
 (3) Rs.600, Rs.700 (4) Rs.550, Rs.750 
 (5) None of these
Q.32. The sum of the age of father and son is 45yrs. 

Five years ago the product of their ages was 4 
times the father’s age at that time the present ages 
of son is?

 (1) 6 (2) 10 (3) 9
 (4) 8 (5) None of these
Q.33. Car A leaves the city at 5 pm and is driven at a 

speed of 30 km/hr. 3hrs later another car B leaves 
the city in the same direction as car A. In how 
much time will car B be 12 km ahead of car A if 
the speed of car B is 50km/hr ?

 (1) 5 hours (2) 4.2 hours (3) 8 hours
 (4) 5.1 hours (5) 12 hours
Q.34. There is 50% increase in an amount in 5 years 

at simple interest. What will be the compound 
interest of Rs. 10,000 after 2 years at the same 
rate?

they struggle to find water /C which is fit not only 
for drinking /D but also serves other purposes. /E

 (1) Both A and B  (2) Both B and D
 (3) Both C and E  (4) Both D and E
 (5) All correct
Q.30. In the following question, a sentence is given 

with errors in two parts. Find the incorrect 
parts and mark the option accordingly. If all 
parts are correct, mark your answer as ‘all 
correct’.

 The slowdown in the growth was a result /A 
of many factors, including a slowdown in /B 
investment growth, contraction in farm /C growth 
and a sharp slump in private consumer /D spending 
despite higher government spending. /E

 (1) Both A and B  (2) Both B and C
 (3) Both C and E  (4) Both D and E
 (5) All correct

 (1) Rs.2450 (2) Rs.2100 (3) Rs.1855
 (4) Rs.2200 (5) None of these
Q.35. A man bought some oranges at the rate of 3 

oranges per rupee and same number of oranges at 
the rate of 2 oranges per rupee. He mixes them and 
sold 3 oranges for Rs 2. Find his profit/loss% in the 
whole transaction?

 (1) 45% profit  (2) 60% profit
 (3) 45% loss  (4) 60% loss
 (5) 20% profit

Q.36. In an election a candidate who got 
1

37
2

% of the 

total votes polled was defeated by his rival by 480 

votes. Assuming that there were only 2 candidates 

in the election, the total number of votes polled was-
 (1) 1620 (2) 1820 (3) 1720
 (4) 1920 (5) None of these
Q.37. A 108 liters of milk and water in the ratio 5:7. 

What liters of the mixture should be taken out and 
replaced with pure milk so that the final mixture 
contains milk and water in equal proportions?

 (1) 18 (2) 15 (3) 9
 (4) 15.4 (5) 12.8

CRP PO Pre/quantitative Aptitude
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Q.38. Vinod borrow 4000 rupees at 10% compound 
interest. At the end of every year he pays rupees 
1000 back. How much amount should he pay at 
the end of the third year to clear all his debt?

 (1) 3014 (2) 2024 (3) 3814
 (4) 3224 (5) None of these
Q.39. Mr. Ashish’s average monthly expenditure for the 

first four months of the year was Rs 1220. For the 
next five months, the average monthly expenditure 
was Rs 60 more than what it was during the first 
four months. If he spent Rs 840 in all during the 
remaining three months of the year. Find what 
percentage of his annual income of Rs 15000 did 
he save in the year?

 (1) 12% (2) 10% (3) 15%
 (4) 8% (5) None of these
Q.40. A man can row 30km upstream and 44km 

downstream in 10 hours. Also, he can row 40km 
upstream and 55 km downstream in 13 hours. Find 
the speed of the man in still water (in Km/h). 

 (1) 6 (2) 7  (3) 8
 (4) 9 (5) 10
Q.41-45. Find the value of variables and state the correct 

relationship-
Q.41. I.  5x2 - 18x + 9 = 0
 II. 20y2 - 13y + 2 = 0
 (1) x > y 
 (2) x ≤ y
 (3) x < y
 (4) x ≥ y
 (5) x = y or relationship between x and y cannot be 

established
Q.42. I. 9x² – 45x + 56 = 0
 II. 4y² – 17y + 18 = 0
 (1) x > y
 (2) x ≥ y
 (3) x < y
 (4) x ≤ y
 (5) x = y or relationship cannot be established
Q.43. I. 4x² + 16x + 15 = 0 
             II. 2y² + 3y + 1 = 0
 (1) x > y

 (2) x ≥ y
 (3) x <  y
 (4) x ≤ y
 (5) x = y or relationship cannot be established
Q.44. I.  x2 + 11x + 30 = 0
 II. y2 + 7y + 12 = 0
 (1) x > y
 (2) x ≤ y 
 (3) x < y
 (4) x ≥ y
 (5) x = y or relationship between x and y cannot be 

established
Q.45. I. x² – 2x– 120 = 0 
 II. y² + 24y + 140 = 0
 (1) x > y
 (2) x ≥ y
 (3) x < y
 (4) x ≤ y
 (5) x = y or relationship cannot be established
Q.46-50. Read the following information carefully to 

answer the questions asked-
 The table given below gives information about 

cost price, selling price and marked price of four 
articles.

Article CP SP MP
A 700 840 960
B 420 490 612.5
C 575 747.5 934.375
D 450 630 945

Q.46. Find the difference of profit percent on article C 
and discount percent on article A.

 (1) 12.5 (2) 15 (3) 14.75
 (4) 17.5 (5) None of these
Q.47. Find the discount percent on article C.
 (1) 17.5% (2) 15% (3) 12.5%
 (4) 25% (5) None of these
Q.48. If on article D 40% discount is given, find new 

profit percent.
 (1) 22% (2) 26% (3) 28%
 (4) 31% (5) None of these
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Q.49. Find average selling price of all four articles.
 (1) 645.5 (2) 672.125 (3) 699.33
 (4) 676.875 (5) None of these
Q.50. Find the ratio of discount percent on article B and 

D respectively.
 (1) 3:2 (2) 5:2 (3) 5:3
 (4) 3:5 (5) None of these
Q.51-55. Pie chart given below shows the distribution of 

the same type of article in the various shops and 
the table chart shows the ratio of sold and unsold 
articles from various shops. Total number of 
articles are 4800.

 

25

37.5

6.25

18.75

25

Chart Title

A B C D E

Shops Sold: Unsold
A 5:3
B 1:2
C 5:1
D 5:4
E 7:5

Q.51. What is the total average number of unsold articles 
from all the shops?

 (1) 475 (2) 500 (3) 525
 (4) 480 (5) 450
Q.52. What is the ratio between sold articles from shop A 

to the unsold articles from shop E?
 (1) 4:3 (2) 5:2 (3) 3:5
 (4) 3:4 (5) None of these
Q.53. What is the difference between the averages of 

sold articles to the average of unsold articles from 
all the shops?

 (1) 15 (2) 20 (3) 10
 (4) 34 (5) None of these
Q.54. By how much percent sold articles of shop B is 

more than unsold articles of shop D?

 (1) 30 (2) 28 (3) 50
 (4) 44 (5) None of these
Q.55. What is the ratio between sold articles of Shop C 

to the unsold articles of shop D? 
 (1) 4:3 (2) 5:2 (3) 3:5
 (4) 5:8 (5) None of these
Q.56-60. What approximate value will come at place of 

question mark (?) in the following questions?
Q.56. 13 19 15

8 9 6 ?
5 17 16

× ÷ =

 (1) 12 (2) 20 (3) 54
 (4) 48 (5) 3
Q.57. 1 9.45 31.15

( 33 14.57) ?
5 3.2073 1.513

× + × =

 (1) 139 (2) 388 (3) 80
 (4) 179 (5) 28
Q.58. 129% of 4.03 + 231% of 5.97 =?
 (1) 204 (2) 67 (3) 8
 (4) 19 (5) 98
Q.59. 483+1132=?2

 (1) 325 (2) 350 (3) 375
 (4) 400 (5) 300
Q.60. 743% of 244 – 24.882=?% of 599
 (1) 180 (2) 220 (3) 240
 (4) 200 (5) 150
Q.61. A tap take 42 hours extra to fill a tank due to 

leakage equivalent to half of its inflow. The 
inlet pipe alone can fill the tank in how many hour?

 (1) 42 (2) 21 (3) 36
 (4) 28 (5) 30
Q.62. The speed of two trains in the ratio 3:4 and moving 

on parallel tracks but in opposite directions. If both 
crosses a pole in 3 seconds then in how much time 
they will cross each other.

 (1) 3 (2) 5  (3) 7
 (4) 8 (5) None of these
Q.63. The largest and the second largest angles of a 

triangle are in the ratio of 3:2 respectively. The 
smallest angle is 20% of the sum of the largest and 
the second largest angles. What is the sum of the 
smallest and the second largest angles?
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CRP PO Pre/Reasoning Ability
Q.66-70. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 A word and number arrangement machine when 

given an input line of words and numbers rearranges 
them following a particular rule. The following is 
an illustration of input and rearrangement.

 Input:     making 12 35 are 20 with 47 given
 Step I:    12 20 35 47 making are with given
 Step II:   12 20 35 47 are given making with 
 Step III:  21 02 53 74 are given making with  
 Step IV:  21 02 53 74 era nevig gnikam htiw  
 Step V:   03 02 08 11 24 57 55 60     
 Step V is the last Step of the arrangement of the 

above input. 
 As per the rules followed in the above steps, 

find out in each of the following questions the 
appropriate steps for the given input, Input for the 
questions given below.

 Input: 11 given finally 37 provide zero 90 over 45 
29 team 89

Q.66. Which of the following would be the Step III?
 (1) 90 89 11 29 37 45 finally given over provide 

team zero 
  (2) 11 29 37 45 89 90 finally given zero over 

provide team 
  (3) 11 29 89 90 37 45 finally given over provide 

team zero 
  (4) 11 92 73 54 98 09 over provide team zero 

finally given 
  (5) 11 92 73 54 98 09 finally given over provide 

team zero 
Q.67. Which word/number would be on 9th position 

(from left) in Step IV?
 (1) 98 (2) 09   (3) yllanif 
  (4) nevig  (5) revo 

Q.68. Which of the following represents the element that 
is fifth to the left of 'provide' in Step II?

 (1) 45  (2) 89   (3) finally 
  (4) given  (5) zero 
Q.69. In Step V, how many elements are there between 

'17' and the fourth element from the right end?
 (1) More than three  (2) None 
   (3) Three   (4) Two 
   (5) One 
Q.70. What is the sum of third element from the left and 

fourth element from the right in last step?
 (1) 70  (2) 80  (3) 54 
  (4) 56  (5) 99 
Q.71-75. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 A, B, C, X, Y, Z, D and E are seated in a straight 

line facing north. Each of them belongs to different 
cities.

 The one who belongs to Mumbai is second to the 
right of the one who belongs to Chandigarh. C 
is third to the right of Z and B sits second to the 
right of C. X sits to the immediate right of A and 
belongs to Patna. The one who belongs to Kolkata 
is third to the right of Patna. Only one person sits 
between the one who belongs to Kolkata and D 
who belongs to Varanasi. The one who belongs 
to Bhopal is fourth to the left of E. A does not 
belong Chandigarh and Pune. One of the city is 
Surat. The one who belongs to Mumbai does not 
sit at any of the extreme ends. Z and B does not 
belong Pune.

Q.71. Which of the following represents the pairs of 
persons sitting extreme ends of the line?

 (1) XB  (2) ZB   (3) BX 
  (4) XC   (5) ZD 

 (1) 80 (2) 60 (3) 100
 (4) 90 (5) None of these
Q.64. Two pipes A and B can fill a tank with water in 30 

minutes and 45 minutes respectively. Another pipe 
C can empty the tank in 36 minutes. First A and 
B are opened. After 12 minutes, C is also opened. 
The tank is filled up in.

 (1) 26 (2) 24 (3) 22
 (4) 21 (5) None of these

Q.65. Ramesh, Suresh and Mahesh started a business 
with the investment in the ratio 5:8:10 respectively. 
After 1 year Mahesh withdraw 50% of his capital 
and Ramesh increased his capital by 80% of his 
investment. After 2 years in what ratio should 
the earned profit be distributed among Ramesh, 
Suresh and Mahesh?

 (1) 15:10:17 (2) 14:16:15 (3) 11:15:19
 (4) 8:13:7 (5) 10:15:14
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Q.72. What is the position of X with respect to the one 
who belong to Bhopal?

 (1) Immediate right  (2) Second to the left 
  (3) Third to the right  (4) Second to the right  
  (5) Third to the left 
Q.73. Four of the following five are alike in a certain 

way based on their seating positions in the above 
arrangement and so form a group. Which is the one 
that does not belong to the group?

 (1) Z-Surat   (2) X-Pune 
 (3) C-Chandigarh  (4) Y-Varanasi 
   (5) A-Bhopal 
Q.74. How many persons are seated between A and the 

one who belong to Mumbai?
 (1) One  (2) Two  (3) Three 
  (4) Four  (5) None of these 
Q.75. Which of the following person belongs to Surat?
 (1) Y  (2) B   (3) A 
  (4) X  (5) None of these 
Q.76-80. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 L, M, N, O, P, Q, S and R are sitting around a 

circular table facing the centre. 
 L is second to the right of P who is not an immediate 

neighbour of N and R.
 N is taller than Q but shorter than M who is not an 

immediate neighbour of N.
 Only two person sits between the one who is the 

second shortest and L.
 S is third to the next of L and only three person is 

taller than S.
 L is taller than M but smaller than both O and P.
 Neither O nor P is tallest. The one who is third 

tallest is facing R. 
 The tallest person and the smallest person are 

immedaite neighbour of each other.
Q.76. Which of the following is not correct?
 (1) R is second to the right of the fifth tallest person 
 (2) M is second to the left of the shortest person 
 (3) L sits exactly between M and Q 
 (4) P and the fifth shortest person are immediate 

neighbours 
 (5) P sits to the opposite of N 

Q.77. How many persons are seated between Q and 
the one who is second tallest, if we count anti-
clockwise from Q?

 (1) One (2) Two   (3) Three 
  (4) Four  (5) More than four 
Q.78. Who is to the immediate left of the tallest person?
  (1) L  (2) N   (3) M 
  (4) O  (5) None of these 
Q.79. Four of the following five are alike in a certain 

way based on their seating positions in the above 
arrangement and so form a group.  Which is the 
one that does not belong to the group?

 (1) QS  (2) MN   (3) LO 
  (4) RP   (5) PN 
Q.80. What is the position of the one who is third tallest 

person with respect to M?
 (1) Immediate right  (2) Second to the left   
  (3) Third to the right  (4) Immediate left  
  (5) Third to the left 
Q.81-85. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 Eight friends Amit, Preeti, Rohit, Harish, Amrita, 

Deepa, Smita and Ria complete their PhD in a 
different number of years. The one who took 
maximum time took ten years to complete her PhD 
while the one who took the least time took only 
two years to complete it. Each one of them took 
complete years. Each of them completes their PhD 
in the different year 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, 2015 and 2018, but not necessarily in the 
same order.

 Ria took more time only than Amrita and 
completed her PhD in three years. 

 Preeti completes her PhD in 2009 and takes seven 
years.

 Smita did not take longer time than Deepa and 
Amit to complete her PhD.

 Rohit or Smita complete their PhD in 2010 or 
2008. 

 Harish takes more time than Amit but less time 
than Rohit.

 Amit takes six years and completes his PhD five 
years after Rohit.

 The one who takes maximum time complete their 
PhD in 2018.

 The one who took third highest time complete 
PhD in 2013.
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Q.81. How many years did Smita take to complete her 
PhD?

 (1) 8  (2) 3   (3) 4 
  (4) Either 5 or 4  (5) 5 
Q.82. In which year did Rohit complete his PhD?
 (1) 2018  (2) 2013  (3) 2015 
  (4) 2010  (5) Cannot be determined 
Q.83. Who amongst the following took the maximum 

number of years to complete PhD? 
 (1) Amrita  (2) Ria  (3) Smita 
  (4) Deepa  (5) Cannot be determined 
Q.84. Four of the following five are alike in a certain 

way and so form a group.  Which is the one that 
does not belong to the group?

 (1) Amit-6-2015   (2) Ria-3-2012 
   (3) Harish-8-2013  (4) Deepa-10-2018  
  (5) Preeti-7-2009 
Q.85. How many person took more time to complete 

PhD than Amit? 
 (1) One  (2) Two  (3) Three 
  (4) Four  (5) Five 
Q.86-89. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below: 
 If A × B means A is the wife of B.
 If A ÷ B means A is the father of B.
 If A + B means A is the son of B.
 If A - B means A is the sister of B.
Q.86. If the given expression 'P + I ÷ Q × R' is definitely 

true, then how is Q related to P?
 (1) Brother   
 (2) Sister 
   (3) Either brother or sister 
  (4) Cousin 
   (5) Wife 
Q.87. Which of the following expressions means S is the 

mother of T?
 (1) S × M + H - T  (2) M × S ÷ H - T 
 (3) M × S ÷ H + T  (4) S × M ÷ H - T  
  (5) T × H + M ÷ S 
Q.88. Which of the following statements is true about 

the given expression 'J - F + R × B'?
 (1) B is the uncle of J  (2) B is the wife of R 
  (3) R is the mother of J (4) J is the cousin of B 
 (5) F is the father of B 

Q.89. Which of the following expressions means, P is the 
grandmother of T?

 (1) P ÷ Q + R - S  (2) P + Q × R ÷ S 
   (3) Q - R ÷ S + P  (4) P × Q ÷ S ÷ T 
  (5) Q - R ÷ P × S 
Q.90. How many such pairs of letters are there in the 

word ‘NOEXECUTIVEON’ each of which has as 
many letters between them in the word as in the 
English alphabet?

 (1) Three  (2) Four  (3) Five 
  (4) Six  (5) None of these 
Q.91. Read the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below: 
 A Car starts from point X and runs 7 km. towards 

North. It takes a right turn and runs 15 km. It now 
runs 5 km. after taking a left turn. It finally takes a 
left turn, runs 15 km. and stops at point Z.

 Towards which direction was the car moving 
before it taking first left turn?

 (1) North  (2) East  (3) South 
  (4) West  (5) North-West 
Q.92. Read the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below: 
 A Car starts from point X and runs 7 km. towards 

North. It takes a right turn and runs 15 km. It now 
runs 5 km. after taking a left turn. It finally takes a 
left turn, runs 15 km. and stops at point Z.

 Towards which direction was the car moving 
before it stopped at point Z? 

  (1) North  (2) East  (3) South 
  (4) West  (5) North-West 
Q.93-97. In each of the questions below is given four 

statements followed by two conclusions. You have 
to take the given statements to be true even if they 
seem to be at variance with commonly known 
facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follows.

Q.93. Statement: 
 All bat are ball.  Some ball are not mat.
 All bat are rat.  All cat are bat.
 Conclusion:
 I.  Only few cat are not mat.
 II. All rat are mat is a possibility.
 (1) If only conclusion I follows. 
 (2) If only conclusion II follows. 



96

CRP PO PRE

MICA  NOVEMBER 2019 Feroz Shah Kotla Cricket Stadium has been renamed after late Arun Jaitley.

 (3) If either conclusion I or II follows. 
 (4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows. 
 (5) If both conclusion I and II follow. 
Q.94. Statement :  
 All bat are ball  No ball are mat
 All bat are rat  All cat are bat 
 Conclusion:
 I. Only few bat are not mat.
 II. Only few rat are not mat.
 (1) If only conclusion I follows. 
  (2) If only conclusion II follows. 
  (3) If either conclusion I or II follows. 
  (4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows. 
   (5) If both conclusion I and II follow. 
Q.95. Statement: 
 All cinema are new. Some movie are cinema.
 Some old are new.        All old are gold.
 Conclusion:
 I.  Only few movies are gold.
 II. No movies are gold.  
 (1) If only conclusion I follows. 
 (2) If only conclusion II follows. 
 (3) If either conclusion I or II follows. 
 (4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows. 
 (5) If both conclusion I and II follow. 
Q.96. Statement: 
 All cinema are new. Some movie are cinema.
 Some old are new.        No new are gold.
 Conclusion:
 I.  All gold are movie is a possibility.
 II. Only few gold are not old.
 (1) If only conclusion I follows. 
  (2) If only conclusion II follows. 
  (3) If either conclusion I or II follows. 

  (4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows. 
  (5) If both conclusion I and II follow. 
Q.97. Statement: 
 All pen are pencil. All eraser are pencil.
 All pencil are rubber. Some copy are rubber.
 Conclusion:
 I.  Some pen are rubber is a possibility.
 II. Only few eraser are copy.
 (1) If only conclusion I follows. 
 (2) If only conclusion II follows. 
  (3) If either conclusion I or II follows. 
  (4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows. 
  (5) If both conclusion I and II follow. 
Q.98-100. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 There are eight persons A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H 

sitting in two squares in such a way that one square 
is within the other square. There are four persons in 
each square. Persons in the outer square are sitting 
at the corner facing outwards the centre while the 
persons sitting on inside square are sitting on the 
middle side and facing towards the centre. 

 G is second to the left of C. Two consecutive letters are 
not sitting in the same square. D and B are immediate 
neighbours of each other. B is facing north direction. 
A is facing north-east direction. C is not an immediate 
left of A. H is second to the left of D.

Q.98. Who is facing in the west direction?
 (1) C  (2) E   (3) F 
  (4) D  (5) Either H or D 
Q.99. Who is second to the right of B?
 (1) E  (2) A   (3) D 
  (4) F  (5) None of these 
Q.100. If D is an immediate left of B then who is third to 

the left of H?
 (1) C  (2) F   (3) D 
  (4) B  (5) None of these 
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Explanation/CRP PO Pre/English Language
Q.1.(1) The answer can be inferred after reading the mid 

of the second paragraph.
Q.2.(4) The answer can be inferred after reading the mid 

of the second paragraph.
Q.3.(2) The answer can be inferred after reading the end 

of the first paragraph.
Q.4.(3) The answer can be inferred after reading the mid 

of the first paragraph.
Q.5.(5) The answer can be inferred after reading the mid 

of the second paragraph.
Q.6.(3) An analytical tone is the presence of reasons 

or logic/ justifications to support something. 
The author is trying to analyse the women 
empowerment by different standpoints (those of 
the WAD and WID).

 For other options-
 A euphemistic tone make use of indirect and 

implicit statements.
 The humanistic tone of writing is most suitable 

to issues related to welfare, values and other such 
human affairs.

 An introspective suggests to self-examine and 
reflect upon one’s actions and feelings.

 A grandiose tone is adopted by passages written 
in a descriptive or abstract style.

Q.7.(3) The answer can be inferred after reading the mid 
of the first paragraph carefully.

Q.8.(3) The answer can be inferred after reading the 
second paragraph.

Q.9.(2) The answer can be inferred after reading the mid 
of the second paragraph.

Q.10.(3) The answer choice can be best understood by 
reading the passage carefully.

Q.11.(3) The analytical tone is the presence of reasons or 
logic/ justifications to support something. The 
author analyses the issues of air pollution and its 
effects on the brain of human beings.

 For other options-
 A humanistic tone of writing is most suitable to 

issues related to welfare, values and other such 
human affairs.

 A euphemistic tone make use of indirect and 
implicit statements.

 An introspective tone employed in the passage so 
as to self-examine and reflect upon one’s actions 

and feelings.
 A grandiose tone is adopted by passages written 

in a descriptive or abstract style.
Q.12.(5) Both the words are correct both contextually and 

grammatically.
 Umpteen (adj) – a lot of; Perforce (adverb) 

– unavoidably
Q.13.(3) Envisage (v), envision (v) – predict
 Ephemeral (adj), transitory (adj) – lasting for a 

short time
Q.14.(2) Replicable (adj) – able to be copied or reproduced 

exactly.
 Amelioration (n) – improvement
 For other options-
 Advection (n) – the transfer of heat or matter by 

the flow of a fluid
 Complacent (adj) – self-satisfied
 Contrite (adj) – feeling or expressing remorse
Q.15.(5) Scanty (adj), sparse (adj) – small or insufficient
 Extensive (adj) – covering/affecting a large area.
 For other options-
 Spasmodic (adj) – occurring or done in brief,
 Exacerbate (v) – become worse
Q.16.(2) Extremity (n), intensity (n) – something of 

extreme force/degree
 Aggravate (v) – worsen
 Conciliate (v) – reconcile; make compatible
 For other options-
 Exacerbate (v) – become worse
 Exasperate (v) – annoy
Q.17.(1) Contempt (n), disdain (n) – the feeling that 

a person or a thing is worthless or beneath 
consideration.

 Regurgitate (v) – babble
 Singleton (n) – a single thing
 For other options-
 Veneration (n) – great respect
 Bellicose (v) – demonstrating aggression and 

willingness to fight.
 Disgorge (v) – pour (something) out.
Q.18.(4) Both ‘A’ and ‘B’ convey the same meaning as the 

given sentence.
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 Sentence ‘C’ states that ‘the climatic challenges’ 
have to be dealt ‘impetuously’ (acting or done 
quickly and without thought or care) which 
makes it irrelevant contextually.

Q.19.(1) Sentence ‘A’ conveys the same meaning as the 
given sentence.

 In sentence ‘B’ ‘must be done’ is given which 
doesn’t convey the meaning of supplemented 
(add an extra element or amount to) making it 
irrelevant.

 In sentence ‘C’ it has not been mentioned that 
whose ‘capacity to recover’ is being talked about.

Q.20.(5) Sentence ‘C’ conveys the same meaning as the 
given sentence.

 In sentence ‘A’ the lack of courage is the reason 
behind the fact that the railways wasn’t privatised. 
This hasn’t been mentioned here.

 In sentence ‘B’ it has been given that the powerful 
people didn’t have the attitude to declare the 
privatisation and the sentence given states that 
the privatisation was declared but couldn’t be 
executed. Hence, this statements is irrelevant.

Q.21.(3) Untarnished (adj) – not having lustre; Zenith (n) 
– the most successful time

 For other options-
 Brink (n) – edge
 Unmarred (adj) – not spoilt
 Ebb (n) – the movement of the tide out to sea
 Untainted (adj) – not contaminated/polluted
 Unstained (adj) – not stained
Q.22.(2) For other options-
 Impede (v) – delay

 Conceptualize (v) – form a concept or idea of 
(something)

 Sophistication (n) – the quality of having, 
revealing, or involving a great deal of worldly 
experience and knowledge of fashion and culture.

Q.23.(5) Devastate (v) – destroyed
 For other options-
 Decimate (v) – destroy
 Blemish (n) – a moral defect or fault
 Averse (adj) – having a strong dislike of or 

opposition to something
 Annihilate (v) – destroy utterly
Q.24.(4) dispense (v) – provide
 For other options-
 Retard (v) – delay
Q.25.(1)
Q.26.(2) In part ‘B’ – place ‘also’ before the prosperity as 

‘not only….but also’ are always used in pair.
 In part ‘C’ – ‘at tankers’ should be replaced by 

‘for tankers’.
Q.27.(3) In part ‘C’ – ‘since’ should be replaced by ‘for’ as 

duration is given.
 In part ‘E’ – ‘fabricate’ should be replaced by 

‘fabricated’ as it is used as an adjective.
Q.28.(1) In part ‘A’ – ‘their’ should be replaced by ‘its’ to 

refer to a singular subject (plane maker).
 In part ‘B’ – ‘at’ should be replaced by ‘on’. Rely 

takes preposition ‘on’.
Q.29.(2) In part ‘B’ – ‘considerable’ should be replaced by 

‘considerably’ (adverb) to qualify the verb (weakened).
 In part ‘D’ – place ‘fit’ after ‘not only’.
Q.30.(5)

Explanation/CRP PO Pre/quantitative Aptitude
Q.31.(4) Let the CP of one box be x.
 Then next box be (1300-x)
 SP of both the box is same.
 x×120/100=(1300-x)×88/100
 6x/5=13×88 -88x/100
 208x=13×88×100
 x=Rs550.
 Then 1300-550=Rs750.
Q.32.(3) F + S = 45
 5yr ago F + S = 35
 A.T.Q = F × S = 4 × F

 S = 4yr
 F = 31yr
 Present age = 31+5 =36yr
 4+5= 9 yr 
Q.33.(4) Car A travels 3hrs, 3×30=90km
 Difference between speeds 50-30=20km/hr
 Distance ahead 12 km , 90+12=102km
 T=D/S -------102/20=5.1hrs. 
Q.34.(2) Let principal be Rs100. rate r.
 50% increase in amount says SI=50.
 (100×5×r /100) =50



99

MODEl PAPER 2019

NOVEMBER 2019  MICA
A joint military exercise called Friendship 2019 between India and Thailand was held at the Foreign 

Training Node in Umroi, Meghalaya.

 r=10%
 CA=P[(1+r/100)2] =10,000×[(1+10/100)2] 

=10,000×11/10×11/10
 =12100
 CI=Rs2100
Q.35.(2) L.C.M of 3 and 2 = 6
 let he purchase 12 oranges in Rs 5.
 Now the S.P. of 12 oranges = Rs 8 
 Profit = 8 – 5 = 3

 profit% = 
3

100 60%
5

× =

Q.36.(4) 5:3
 2 = 480
 1 = 240
 8 = 240 × 8
 = 1920

Q.37.(4) In 108 litre of mixture, milk = 5
108 45

12
× = litre

 so water = 63 litre
 Now since the mixture is to be replaced with pure 

milk, the amount of mixture will remain same 
after replacement too.

 In 108 litre mixture, to have 54 litre water and 54 
litre milk, 9 litre of water should be taken out. So  
7

9
12

p× =

 = 15.4 l 
Q.38.(1) at the end of first year Amount left = 4400 – 1000 

= 3400
 at the end of second year amount left = 3740 – 

1000 = 2740
 at the end of third year he had to pay = 2740 +274 

= 3014  
Q.39.(4) 1220×4 + 1280×5 + 840×3 = 13800
 15000 – 13800 = 1200

 

1200
100 8%

15000
× =

Q.40.(3) 30 44
10

40 55
13

5

11

8
2

x y

x y

x

y

x y

+ =

+ =

=
=
+ =

Q.41.(1) x = 3

5
, 3

 y = 2

5
, 1

4
 x > y
Q.42.(1) x = 8/3, 7/3
 y = 2, 9/4
 x > y
Q.43.(3) x= -5/2, -3/2
 y = -1, -1/2
 x< y
Q.44.(3) x = -6, -7
 y = -4, -3
 x < y
Q.45.(2) x=12,–10
 y=–14,–10
 x > y
Q.46.(4) profit percent on article C=30%
 discount percent on article A=12.5%
 Required answer=30-12.5=17.5
Q.47.(5) Required answer

 = 
934.375 747.5

100 20%
934.375

− × =

Q.48.(2) New SP=60% of 945=567

 Required answer= 
567 450

100 26%
450
− × =

Q.49.(4) Required answer=2707.5/4=676.875
Q.50.(4) Discount percent on article B=20%
 Discount percent on article D=33.33%
 Required answer=20:33.33=3:5
Q.51.(1) 

A 600 375 225
B 1800 600 1200
C 300 250 50
D 900 500 400
E 1200 700 500

 

2375
475

5
=

Q.52.(4) 
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A 600 375 225
B 1800 600 1200
C 300 250 50

D 900 500 400

E 1200 700 500

 375:500
 3:4
Q.53.(3) 

A 600 375 225
B 1800 600 1200
C 300 250 50
D 900 500 400
E 1200 700 500

 485 – 475 = 10
Q.54.(3) 

A 600 375 225
B 1800 600 1200
C 300 250 50
D 900 500 400
E 1200 700 500

 
600 400

100
400

−
×

 = 50%
Q.55.(4) 

A 600 375 225
B 1800 600 1200
C 300 250 50
D 900 500 400
E 1200 700 500

 250:400 = 5:8

Q.56.(1) 8 9

6

× = 12

 ? ≈  12

Q.57.(3) 
1

5
(10 ×10 + 30×10)

        1

5
× 400 = 80

 ?= 80
Q.58.(4) 1.3×4 + 2.3×6
         5.2 + 13.8 = 19
        ? ≈ 19
Q.59.(2) 110592+12769=?2

 ?2=123361
 ?=351
Q.60.(4) 1815–625=?×6
 ?=198
Q.61.(1) Efficiency =  2 : 1
 time =           1 : 2
 Difference in time = 1
 so 1 = 42 
Q.62.(1) 

1

2

1 2

4 3 12

3 3 9

21
3

7 7

L x x

L x x

L L x

x x

= × =
= × =
+ = =

Q.63.(4) third angle = 
20

5
100

x x× =

 3x + 2x + x = 180
 6x = 180
 x = 30
 so, 2x + x = 3x
 3×30 = 90 
Q.64.(2) 

 

( 6+4 )×12 = 120

 180 – 120 = 60

 ( 6+4 – 5 )×x = 60

 x = 12

 total = 12 +12 = 24

Q.65.(2) [ (5x×12)+(9x×12)] : (8x×24):[(10x×12)+
(5x×12)]

 =14:16:15
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Explanation/CRP PO Pre/Reasoning Ability
Q.66-70. Input:  11 given finally 37 provide zero 90 over 

45 29 team 89
 Step I: 11 29 37 45 89 90 given finally provide 

zero over team (All Numbers are arrange in 
ascending order)

 Step II: 11 29 37 45 89 90 finally given over 
provide team zero (All Words are arrange in 
ascending order)

 Step III: 11 92 73 54 98 09 finally given over 
provide team zero (All Numbers are write in 
reverse order)

 Step IV: 11 92 73 54 98 09 yllanif nevig revo 
edivorp maet orez (All Words are write in reverse 
order)

 Step V: 02 11 10 09 17 09  79 57 60 89  39 64 
(Addition of the Numbers then addition of the 
letters value)

Q.66.(5)
Q.67.(5) 
Q.68.(2) 
Q.69.(3) 
Q.70.(1) 10 + 60 = 70 
Q.71-75.

Q.71.(5) 
Q.72.(4)
Q.73.(5)
Q.74.(4)
Q.75.(3)
Q.76-80. 

 R > O > P > S > L > M > N > Q
Q.76.(5) 
Q.77.(2)

Q.78.(5)
Q.79.(5) 
Q.80.(4)
Q.81-85.
 10          9           8          7         6       5/4        3          2
Deepa>Rohit>Harish>Preeti>Amit>Smita>Riya>Amrita
 2018    2010   2013     2009    2015   2008    2012    2012
      2011    2011
Q.81.(4) 
Q.82.(4) 
Q.83.(4)
Q.84.(2)
Q.85.(4)
Q.86.(2) 

Q.87.(4) 

Q.88.(3) 

J H+

+

-

-R B
husband
wife

Q.89.(4)  

Q.90.(5) 

Q.91.(2) Z 15 km.

15 km.

5 km.5 km.

7 km.

X
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Q.92.(4) Z 15 km.

15 km.

5 km.5 km.

7 km.

X

Q.93.(2) 

Q.94.(4) 

Q.95.(4) 

Q.96.(1) 

Q.97.(4)  

Q.98-100  

OR

Q.98.(5) 
Q.99.(4)
Q.100.(2)  

SPACE FOR ROUGH WORK
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SSC MTS Pre/Reasoning Ability

Q.1.  Five articles, bat, ball, fan, table and chair, are kept 
one above the other (not necessarily in the same 
order). The bat is four places above the fan. The 
table is between the ball and the chair. The chair is 
three places below the bat. Which article is at the 
second position from the top?

 (A) Fan (B) Table (C) Ball (D) Chair
Q.2.  Five teachers, H, K, P, R and T, are sitting around 

a circular table facing towards the centre (not 
necessarily in the same order). T is between H 
and R. P is second to the right of R. H is to the 
immediate left of T. Who is sitting to the immediate 
left of K?

 (A) T (B) H   (C) P (D) R
Q.3.  In a certain code language, 'RIGIDS' is written as 

'TFIFFP'. What will be the code for 'CORNET' in 
that code language?

 (A) GNVMIS   (B) FMULHR  
 (C) ELTKRQ   (D) ELTKGQ
Q.4.  Read the given statements and conclusions 

carefully. Assuming that the information given 
in the statements is true, even if it appears to be 
at variance with commonly known facts, decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow(s) 
from the statements.

 Statements: 
 No A is B.  All C are D. 
 Some C are B. 
 Conclusions: 
 I. Some D are B.   
 II. Some B are C. 
 III. All C are B.
 (A) Both conclusions I and II follow. 
 (B) Both conclusions I and III follow. 
 (C) Only conclusion III follows. 
 (D) Only conclusion II follows.
Q.5.  Select the option in which the given figure is 

embedded. (Rotation is not allowed)

  

 (A)   (B) 
 

 (C)    (D) 

Q.6.  In a certain code language, ‘ROK’ is written as 
‘44’ and ‘MIG’ is written as ‘29’. What will be the 
code for 'TAL' in that code language?

 (A) 33 (B) 34  (C) 41 (D) 43 
Q.7.  Which two signs need to be interchanged to make 

the following equation correct?
 73 - 13 × 42 ÷ 14 + 56 = 56
 (A) + and ×  (B) × and ÷
 (C) – and +   (D) – and ×
Q.8.  Select the option that is related to the third number 

in the same way as the second number is related to 
the first number.

 35 : 66 : : 29 : ?
 (A) 63 (B) 62  (C) 60 (D) 57
Q.9.  Study the given pattern carefully and select the 

figure that will complete the pattern given in the 
question figure.

 

 (A)    (B)  

 (C)    (D) 

Q.10.  In a certain code language, 'PING' is written as '4' 
and 'METAL' is written as '5'. What will be the 
code for 'STEADYS' in that code language?

 (A) 8 (B) 7  (C) 5 (D) 6
Q.11.  Read the given statements and conclusions 

carefully. Assuming that the information given 
in the statements is true, even if it appears to be 
at variance with commonly known facts, decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follow 
(s) from the statements.
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 Statements: 
 Some red are rat.   Some rat are wild.
 Conclusions:  
 I. Some wild are rat.  II. All wild are rat. 
 III. Some red are wild.
 (A) None of the conclusions follows. 
 (B) Only conclusion I follows. 
 (C) Only conclusion III follows. 
 (D) Only conclusion II follows.
Q.12.  Select the number that can replace the question 

mark (?) in the following series.
 16, 20, 29, 45, 70, ?
 (A) 106  (B) 116   (C) 96  (D) 126
Q.13.  Six laptops, N, Q, P, L, R and A, are placed in a 

row facing towards the north (not necessarily in the 
same order). N is placed to the immediate left of 
A. R is placed second to the left of Q. P is placed 
second to the right of A. P is placed to the immediate 
right of R. L is placed to the left of N. Which laptop 
is placed to the immediate right of L?

  (A) N (B) Q  (C) P (D) A
Q.14.  If the two signs, '+ and ÷ 'are interchanged, which 

of the following equations will be correct?
 (A) 16 ÷ 9 + 4 × 8 = 34
 (B) 16 ÷ 21 + 13 × 26 = 56
 (C) 11 + 13 × 4 ÷ 2 = 37
 (D) 13 × 9 + 16 ÷ 2 = 125
Q.15.  A paper is folded and cut as shown below. How 

will it appear when unfolded?

 

 (A)  (B)  

 (C)  (D) 

Q.16.  Select the number that can replace the question 
mark (?) in the following series.

 31, 44, 58, 73, 89, ?
 (A) 105  (B) 106    (C) 115    (D) 116
Q.17.  Select the option figure that will come next in the 

following series.

 

 (A)    (B)   

 (C)    (D) 

Q.18.  Identify the Venn diagram that best represents the 
relationship between the given classes.

 Painter, Lawyer, Singer

 (A)    (B) 
 

 (C)     (D) 

Q.19.  Select the letter-pair that can replace the question 
mark (?) in the following series.

 AR, CU, EX, GA, ?
 (A) JE   (B) ID   (C) IF  (D)  KF
Q.20.  Select the word pair in which the two words are 

related in the same way as the two words in the 
following word-pair.

 Five : Pentagon
 (A) Four : Rectangle  
 (B) Triangle : Three  
 (C) Square : Four   
 (D) Six : Septagon
Q.21.  Study the given pattern carefully and select the 

number that can replace the question mark (?) in it.
 7  6  3  48
 4  9  8  63
 2  5  7  ?
 (A) 28 (B) 42  (C) 52 (D) 56
Q.22.  In a certain code language, 'GROUND' is written 

as 'BMJPIY'. What will be the code for 'FREAK' 
in that code language?

 (A) BOAYH     (B) AMYVE    
 (C) BNAWG     (D) AMZVF
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Q.23.  Select the option that is related to the third term in 
the same way as the second term is related to the 
first term.

 Colour : Red : : Profession : ?
 (A) Lawyer  (B) Court  
 (C) School    (D) Black
Q.24.  Select the correct mirror image of the given figure 

when the mirror is placed at line AB.

 

 (A)    (B)  
 

 (C)   (D) 

Q.25.  Select the option in which the letters share the 
same relationship as that shared by the given pair 
of letters.

 JT : NX
 (A) TP : XT  (B) RK : VG 
 (C) GS : KU  (D) LD : PG

SSC MTS Pre/English Language
Q.26. Choose the correctly spelt word.  

 (A) Hotiness (B) Haughtyness
 (C) Haughtiness (D) Hautiness

Q.27. Choose the correctly spelt word.  

 (A) Gramar (B) Gramer
 (C) Grammar (D) Grammer
Q.28. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the 

blank. Her parents always ___ her in her studies.
 (A) encouraged (B) interested
 (C) impressed (D) expected
Q.29. Select the most appropriate antonym of the 

given word. 
 Fertile
 (A) Barren  (B) Civilized
 (C) Sane  (D) Tough
Q.30. Choose the most appropriate word that can 

substitute the given group of words. 
 One who pretends to be what he is not
 (A) Director (B) Hypocrite
 (C) Creator  (D) Acrobat
Q.31. Select the most appropriate antonym of the 

given word. 
           Acute
 (A) Dark  (B) Clever
 (C) Grave  (D) Blunt
Q.32. Select the most appropriate synonym of the 

given word. 

 Deepen
 (A) Soothe  (B) Neutralize
 (C) Relieve  (D) Intensify
Q.33. Select the most appropriate meaning of the 

given idiom. 
 The ball is in (one's) court
 (A) To be responsible for further action
 (B) To pass the responsibility to another
 (C) To be fearful of taking any action
 (D) To risk everything in one venture
Q.34. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the 

blank. 
 The entry gates were closed ______ we could  

enter in.
 (A) till  (B) before
 (C) after  (D) until
Q.35. Find the part of the given sentence that has an 

error in it. If there is no error, choose ‘No error’.
 I told the tailor/to made a new/dress for me. /No 

error.
 (A) dress for me (B) I told the tailor
 (C) No error (D) to made a new
Q.36. Find the part of the given sentence that has 

an error in it. If there is no error, choose ‘No 
error’.

 The lady/standing in the/corner is fat. /No error.
 (A) corner is fat (B) No error
 (C) standing in the (D) The lady
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Q.37. Select the most appropriate option to substitute 
the underlined segment in the given sentence. 
If there is no need to substitute it, select No 
Improvement.

 Please tell the story in a nutshell.

 (A) at a nutshell (B) in the nutshell

 (C) in nutshells (D) No Improvement

Q.38. Select the most appropriate option to substitute 
the underlined segment in the given sentence. 
If there is no need to substitute it, select No 
Improvement.

 He did not like the novel, nor I did.

 (A) nor did I (B) No Improvement

 (C) nor I like it (D) nor did I likes it

Q.39. Choose the most appropriate word that can 
substitute the given group of words. 

 A place where nuns live and work

 (A) Convent (B) Dormitory

 (C) Hostel  (D) Quarter

Q.40. Find the part of the given sentence that has 
an error in it. If there is no error, choose ‘No 
error’.

 It was not possible/for we/to understand her. /
No error.

 (A) for we  (B) to understand her

 (C) It was not possible (D) No error

Q.41. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the 
blank.

 ______ you like some water?

 (A) Do  (B) Would

 (C) Shall  (D) Can

Q.42. Select the most appropriate synonym of the 
given word. Courage

 (A) Meekness (B) Valour

 (C) Humility (D) Timidity

Q.43. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the 
blank.

 We must start now __________ it will be too late.

 (A) until  (B) unless

 (C) or  (D) but
Comprehension:

 In the following passage some words have been 
deleted. Fill in the blanks with the help of the 
alternatives given. Select the most appropriate 
option for each blank.

 Humanity can be (1)  as the quality of being 
human; the peculiar nature (2)  man, by which 
he is distinguished (3)        other beings. Being 
human (4)          not mean that an individual possesses 
humanity. One of the (5)           outstanding examples 
of extraordinary humanity in a human being has been 
portrayed beautifully by Mother Teresa.

Q.44. Select the most appropriate option for blank 
No. 1.

 (A) define  (B) defining

 (C) defined  (D) defines

Q.45. Select the most appropriate option for blank 
No. 2. 

 (A) of (B) in (C) at (D) to

Q.46. Select the most appropriate option for blank 
No. 3.

 (A) Beside (B) for (C) by (D) from

Q.47. Select the most appropriate option for blank 
No. 4. 

 (A) had (B) does (C) has (D) did

Q.48. Select the most appropriate option for blank 
No. 5.

 (A) more (B) many (C) most (D) much

Q.49. Select the most appropriate option to substitute 
the underlined segment in the given sentence. 
If there is no need to substitute it, select No 
Improvement.

 The father with his children were expected to 
attend the function.

 (A) are  (B) have

 (C) No Improvement (D) was

Q.50. Select the most appropriate meaning of the 
given idiom. 

 Bend over backwards

 (A) To express sudden shock

 (B) To exert a lot of effort towards some end

 (C) To end all activities

 (D) To confess to a crime
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Q.51. A travels 15 km with a speed of 30 km/h. He 
travels another 25 km with a speed of 10km/h . 
What is his average speed for the entire journey (in 
km/h)?

 (A) 40/3 (B) 80/3 (C) 20 (D) 12
Q.52.  If P : Q = 5 : 2 , then (2P – 3Q) : (3P – 5Q ) is equal 

to?
 (A) 5:6 (B) 2:7 (C) 4:5 (D) 3:4
Q.53.  What will be the compound interest on a sum of  

`1200 for 2 year at the rate of 20% per annum 
when the interest is compounded yearly ? 

 (A) `624 (B) `504 (C) `576 (D) `528
Q.54.  The simple interest on a sum for a certain number 

of year is same as the rate percentage of the 
interest is equal to the sum itself. Find the number 
of year.

 (A) 5 (B) 10 (C) 8 (D) 1
Q.55. Pipe A can fill a tank in 6 hours. Pipe B can fill the 

same tank in 8 hours. Pipe A , B and C  can fill the 
tank in 12 hours, then which of the statement is 
true for the pipe C?

 (A It can fill the tank in 4 hours 40 minutes  
 (B) It can empty the tank in 4 hours 40 minutes   
 (C) It can empty the tank in 4 hours 48 minutes   
 (D) It can  fill the tank in 4 hours 48 minutes   
Q.56.  By selling an article for `320, a man incurs a loss 

of 20%. What should be the selling price of the 
article to gain 20%?

 (A) `450  (B) `480 (C) `420 (D) `500
Q.57.  0.1 percent of 1.728×106 spherical droplets of 

water, each of diameter 2mm, coalesce to form a 
spherical bubble.  What is the diameter (in cm ) of 
the bubble ?

 (A) 1.2 (B) 1.6 (C) 1.8 (D) 2.4
Q.58.  The ratio of monthly income of Pawan and Sunil 

is 4:3 and the ratio of their monthly expenditure 
is 3:2. If Pawan and Sunil save `4000 and `6000 
respectively per month, then what is the sum of 
their monthly income?

 (A) `60000   (B) `70000
 (C) `50000   (D) `36000
Q.59.  What is the value of :

5
32 4 2 3 5 6 7 8 10 6 5 1 80 7 3 2

6
of of of of

   ÷ × + − + ÷ − ÷ − × ÷      

 (A)  7.5 (B) 17.5 (C) 12.5 (D) 24.5
Q.60.  What is the value of :

 
( ) ( )
( ) ( )

72 9 3 6 2 3 5 3 1 5 2 2

8 4 2 6 8 2 7 4 2 2

of÷ + − − × + − + × −
÷ + − × ÷ + × − × ?

 (A) 11/4 (B) 5/4 (C) 0 (D) 15/4
Q.61.  The volume of the two cubes are in the ratio of 

64:125, then what is the ratio of their total surface 
areas?

 (A) 9:16 (B) 4:5 (C) 16:25 (D) 64:125
Q.62.  The average of 13 number is 42. If the 14th number 

is included, then average becomes 44. What is the 
14th number ?

 (A) 70 (B) 62 (C) 66 (D) 68
Q.63.  The radius of base of a right circular cone and a 

sphere is equal to r.If the sphere and the cone have 
the same volume, then what is the height of the 
cone ? 

 (A) 7r (B) 4r (C) 2r (D) 3r
Q.64. What is a single discount equivalent to two 

successive discount of 10% and 15 % ? 
 (A) 21.5 %   (B) 23.5 %
 (C) 25 %   (D) 26.5 %
Q.65. Selling price of an article is 8/7 of its cost price. 

What is the profit percentage?
 (A) 100/9 (B) 100/11 (C) 100/8 (D) 100/7

Q.66. What is the HCF of 3 42 3×  and 5 22 3× ?

 (A) 5 22 3×   (B) 3 42 3×
 (C) 3 22 3×   (D) 5 42 3×
Q.67. A number first increased by 20% and then reduced 

by 15%. If the final value is 2040, then what is the 
initial value of the number?

 (A) 2100 (B) 1800 (C) 2000 (D) 1900
Q.68. The daily average of the rainfall on 5 days of a 

week is 30mm, If the rainfall on 6th and 7th day 
are 42mm and 25mm respectively, then what is the 
average daily rainfall for the 7 days ?

 (A) 31 (B) 29.5 (C) 33 (D) 28

SSC MTS Pre/Numerical Ability
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Q.69.  If 
3 4

,
4 5

a b

b c
= =  and 

5

6

c

d
= then the sum of the 

numerator and denominator ( which are coprimes) 

of 
10

a

d
 
  

is ?

 (A) 4097 (B) 1025 (C) 2049 (D) 513
Q.70.  A man leaves P at 6 am and reaches Q at 2 pm on 

the same day. Another man leaves Q at 8 am and 
reaches P at 3 pm on the same days. At what time 
do they meet ?

 (A) 11 : 46 am  (B) 11 : 24 am 
 (C)  10 : 48 am  (D) 11 : 00 am 
Q.71.  Two teachers A and B complete an academic work 

in 10 days and 15 days respectively. They started 
the work together, but A left after 5 days and 
another teacher C joined who alone can complete 
the work in 60 days. In how many days the work 
got completed ?

 (A) 7 (B) 5 (C) 6 (D) 2
Q.72-75. The table given below presents the number of 

book on different subjects kept on separate shelves, 
Subjects with odd and even number are of arts and 
science respectively?

Subjects Number of books
S1 26
S2 29
S3 31
S4 34
S5 36
S6 38
S7 44

Q.72.  The number of books of S3 is what percent of the 
average number of science book?

 (A) 92.1 (B) 91.2 (C) 93.1 (D) 90.7
Q.73.  What is the ratio of the total number of books on 

arts to that of science? 
 (A) 141: 97   (B) 45 : 63
 (C) 137 : 101  (D) 149 : 89
Q.74.  What is the ratio of the number of books of S1 and 

the average number of books per subject?
 (A) 13:17   (B) 13 : 18 
 (C) 14 : 17   (D) 14 : 13
Q.75.  What is the average number of all the books 

together ?
 (A) 36 (B) 25 (C) 35 (D) 34

SSC MTS Pre/General Awareness
Q.76. Which article of Indian constitution deals with 

discrimination against any Indian citizen on 
various grounds?

 (A) Article 11 (B) Article 19
 (C) Article 13 (D) Article 15 
Q.77. Silver Fiber Revolution is associated to: 
 (A) Leather  (B) Oil seeds
 (C) Jute   (D) Cotton
Q.78. The Indian Standard Time is calculated from the 

clock tower of ___.
 (A)  Hamirpur (B) Rampur   
 (C) Mirzapur  (D) Sambalpur
Q.79. Who among the following was the first Indian 

woman to swim across the English Channel?
 (A) Arati Saha  (2) Ujwala Rai  
 (C) Nisha Millet (D) Karnam Malleswari
Q.80. The name of UTI Bank was changed to ______ in 

2007. 

 (A) HDFC Bank (B) IDBI Bank 
 (C) Centurion Bank (D) Axis Bank
Q.81. Which party government announced the formation 

of a second backward classes commission in 
1978? 

 (A) Indian National Congress Party
 (B) Bharatiya Janata Party 
 (C) Janata Party
 (D) United Democratic Party 
Q.82. Who is the writer of 'Becoming'? 
 (A) Jhumpa Lahiri (B) Sudha Murthy 
 (C) Michelle Obama (D) Hillary Clinton
Q.83. Blue jay or Indian Roller is the state bird of how 

many Indian states? 
 (A) 4 (B) 5  (C) 2 (D) 3
Q.84. The upper part of the respiratory tract is provided 

with small hair-like structures called 
 (A) bronchi  (B) cilia  
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 (C) villi   (D) alveoli 
Q.85. Which of the following is declared as world 

heritage site by UNESCO in 2019? 
 (A) Rani ki vav  
 (B) City of Jaipur 
 (C) Historic city of Ahmedabad
 (D) The architectural works of Le Corbusier
Q.86. Which of the following gas causes explosion in 

coal mines? 
 (A) Carbon dioxide (B) Nitrogen 
 (C) Butane   (D) Methane
Q.87. What is the contribution of agriculture sector in 

GDP of India in 2017-18? 
 (A) 0.154 (B) 0.192  (C) 0.16 (D) 0.171
Q.88. Pin valley National park is situated in: 
 (A) Andhra Pradesh (B) Arunachal Pradesh
 (C) Himachal Pradesh (D) Madhya Pradesh
Q.89. Bhawai is a folk dance of which state? 
 (A) Haryana  (B) Maharashtra
 (C) Gujarat   (D) Rajasthan
Q.90. Who is known as the father of Blue Revolution in 

India? 
 (A) Verghese Kurien (B) Sam Pitroda
 (C) Hiralal Chaudhuri (D) M.S. Swaminathan
Q.91. Dibyendu Barua is associated with which of the 

following sport? 
 (A) Chess   (B) Hockey   
 (C) Snooker  (D) Tennis
Q.92. Which of the following is NOT a nuclear power 

station? 
 (A) Ramagundam  (B) Rawat Bhata  
 (C) Naraura  (D) Kalpakkam
Q.93. When did the Quit India Movement Start? 
 (A) 1930 (B) 1942  (C) 1932 (D) 1940

Q.94. Which of the following temple is built by 
Rastrakutas Dynasty? 

 (A) Kailash Temple 
 (B) Adi Kumbeswarar 
 (C) Brihadeshwara Temple
 (D) Chennakeshava Temple
Q.95. In which field 'Saraswati Samman' award is given?
 (A) Music     (B) Literature   
 (C) Journalism (D) Dance
Q.96. Name the Indian sprinter who won the gold medal 

in women's 100m in World Universiade, 30th 
Summer University Games held in Naples, Italy? 

 (A) Dutee Chand (B) Pinki Pramanik
 (C) Hima Das (D) Santhi Soundara
Q.97. _____is the study of ancient plants, like mosses, 

that grow in moist, humid environments.
 (A) Ethnobotany (B) Bryology
 (C) Palynology (D) Dendrology
Q.98. Which of the following committes recommended 

inclusion of fundamental duties? 
 (A) Tarapore Committee
 (B) Radha Krishnan Committee 
 (C) Balwantrai Mehta Committee
 (D) Swaran Singh Committee
Q.99. Who became the Nawab of Bengal after Alivardi 

Khan? 
 (A) Sarfaraaz Khan
 (B) Shuj-ud-din Muhammad Khan 
 (C) Siraj-ud-Daulah
 (D) Mir Zafar
Q.100. Who among the following was known as the parrot 

of india?
 (A) Tansen   (B) Ibn Battuta 
 (C) Amir Khosrow (D) Ziauddin Barani
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Explanation/SSC MTS Pre/Reasoning Ability
Q.1.(C) Bat
 Ball
 Table
 Chair
 Fan
Q.2.(D) 

Q.3.(D)  + 2, -3, +2, -3, +2 , -3
Q.4.(A) 

  
Q.5.(D)
Q.6.(A)  Add the place value of ROK = 18 + 15 + 11 = 44
 MIG=13 + 9 + 7 = 29, TAL= 20 + 1 + 12 = 33
Q.7.(C)  73 - 13 × 42 ÷ 14 + 56 = 56
 After replace 
 73 + 13 × 42 ÷ 14 - 56 = 56
 73 + 13 × 3 – 56 = 56
 73 + 39 - 56 = 56
 112 – 56 = 56
 56 = 56
Q.8.(C)  35 + 31 = 66 
  29 +31 = 60
Q.9.(B)
Q.10.(B)  Total number of letters like PING = 4 letters.
Q.11.(B) 

Q.12.(A)  + 4, + 9, + 16, + 25, + 36
Q.13.(A)  L N A R P Q
Q.14.(A)  16 ÷ 9 + 4 × 8 = 34
 After changing
 16 + 9 ÷ 4 × 8 = 34
 16 + 9 × 2 = 34
 16 + 18 = 34
 34 = 34
Q.15.(B)
Q.16.(B)  +13, +14, +15, +16, +17
Q.17.(D)
Q.18.(A) 

Painter Lawyer

Singer

Q.19.(B) 

 
Q.20.(A)  Pentagon have 5 sides in the same way 

Rectangle have four sides. 
Q.21.(B) (7 + 6 + 3) × 3 = 16 × 3 = 48
 (4 + 9 + 8) × 3 = 21 × 3 = 63
 (2 + 5 + 7) × 3 = 14 × 3 = 42
Q.22.(D)  -5 each letter value of the word 
Q.23.(A)  Colour is related to Red in the same way 

Profession is related to Lawyer.
Q.24.(A) 
Q.25.(A)  +4 in each letters.

Q.26.(C) Haughtiness means the appearance or quality of 
being arrogantly superior and disdainful.

Q.27.(C)
Q.28.(A) Encourage (v): give support, confidence, or 

hope to (someone).

Q.29.(A)  Fertile (adj.): capable of producing abundant 
vegetation or crops.

 For other options:
 Sane (adj.): reasonable or sensible.
Q.30.(B) For other options: 

Explanation/SSC MTS Pre/English Language
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 Acrobat (n): an entertainer who performs 
spectacular gymnastic feats.

Q.31.(D) Acute (adj.): sharp
 For other options:
 Grave (adj.): giving cause for alarm; serious.
Q.32.(D) For other options
 Soothe (v): gently calm (a person or their feelings).
Q.33.(A)
Q.34.(B) 
Q.35.(D) ‘to’ takes V1 with it, so it should be ‘to make’.
Q.36.(B)
Q.37.(D) In a nutshell means very briefly
Q.38.(A) it is the case of inversion. 
Q.39.(A) For other options:
 Dormitory: a large bedroom for a number of 

people in a school or institution.
Q.40.(A) with ‘preposition’ we should use objective case 

of pronoun.

Q.41.(B) In the case of asking question for offering 
something, ‘would’ is preferred. 

Q.42.(B) For other options:
 Meekness (n):  patience
 Humility (n): the quality of having a modest or 

low view of one's importance.
 Timidity (n): lack of courage or confidence.
Q.43.(C)  Or expresses here, otherwise (used to introduce 

the consequences of something not being done 
or not being the case).

Q.44.(C) ‘modal + be’ takes V3.

Q.45.(A)
Q.46.(D) ‘distinguish’ is followed by ‘from’. 

Q.47.(B)

Q.48.(C)
Q.49.(D)
Q.50.(B)

Explanation/SSC MTS Pre/Numerical Ability
Q.51.(A) 15 25

15 25
30 10
40 2

6
40

3

+=
+

×=

=

Q.52.(C) ( )
( )

2  –  3
 

3  –  5  

2  –  3

=

3  –  5 

4

5

P Q

P Q

P
Q

P
Q

 
 
 
 
 


=



=

Q.53.(D) 44
1200

100
528

= ×

=
Q.54.(B) 10
Q.55.(C)   

A 6 4
B 8 24 3

A+B+c 12 2
 Efficiency of C = 2-7= -5

 

24

5
04 : 48

=

=

Q.56.(B) 120
320

80
480

= ×

=

Q.57.(D)  
6 30.1 4 22 4 22

1.728 10 8 d
100 3 7 3 7

× × × × × = × ×

 d3 = 1728×8
 d = 24 mm
 d = 2.4 cm 
Q.58.(B) 4x - 3y = 4000......×2
 3x - 2y = 6000......×3
 9x - 8x = 18000 - 8000
 x = 10000
 -3y = - 36000
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 y = 12000
 Sum of their monthly income  = x×7
 =70000
Q.59.(D)  

5
32 4of 2 3 5of 6 7of8 10 6of 5 1 80

6

   = ÷ × + − + ÷ − ÷      

 -7×3÷2

 ( ){ }
( )

5
32 4 2 3 5 6 7 8 10 6 5 1 80 7 3 2

6

21
12 30 56 10 1 1 80

2

56 10 21
12 30

80 2

21
12 23

2
49

2
24.5

of of of of
   = ÷ × + − + ÷ − ÷ − × ÷      

 = + − + − ÷ − 

  
= + − −  

   

= + −

=

=

Q.60.(B)  ( ) ( )
( ) ( )

( ) ( )
( )

( ) ( )
( )

72 9 3 6 2 3 5 3 1 5 2 2

8 4 2 6 8 2 7 4 2 2

8 3 6 6 15 9

2 2 24 24

8 3 6 6 15 9

2 2 24 24

5

4

of÷ + − − × + − + × −
=

÷ + − × ÷ + × − ×

+ − − + −
=

+ − +

+ − − + −
=

+ − +

=

Q.61.(C)  Ratio of their side = 4:5
 Ratio of their total surface areas= 16:25 
Q.62.(A)  (44×14) – (13×42)
 =70
Q.63.(B) 

2 31 4

3 3
4

r h r

h r

π× × × = ×

=

Q.64.(B) 10 15 1.5

23.5

= + −
=

Q.65.(D)  1
100

7
100

7

= ×

=

Q.66.(C)  3 22 3×
Q.67.(C) Net change  =  20 – 15 – 3
 = 2 % 

 

100
2040

102
2000

= ×

=

Q.68.(A) 150 42 25

7
217

7
31

+ +=

=

=

Q.69.(B) 10

10

3

6

1

2
1

1024
1 1024

1025

 =   

=

=

= +
=

Q.70.(C) 

Time Speed 

A 8 7x

B 7 8x

 

6 7

15
2 : 48,

8 2 : 48

10 : 48

x

x

T

T

×=

=
= +
=

Q.71.(A)

A 10 6
B 15 60 4
C 60 1

 (A+B)'s 5 days work =  10×5=50
 Remaining work done by B+C = 10/5 = 2
 =5+2 =7

Q.72.(A) Average number of science book  
101

33.66
3

= =

 %
31

100 92.1
33.66

= × =

Q.73.(C) =137:101
Q.74.(A)
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( ) 26 29 31 34 36 38

7
26 : 34

44
 2

13:17

6 :  
+ + + + + +

=
=

=
Q.75.(D) ( ) 26 29 31 34 36 38 44

7
34

+ + + + +

=

+
=

Explanation/SSC MTS Pre/General Awareness
Q.76.(D)   Article 21 guarantees right to life and liberty. 

Article 15 prohibits Page 14 14 discrimination 
on the grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or 
place of birth, or of any of them.

Q.77.(D)   Silver Fiber Revolution is associated to cotton.
Q.78.(C)   The Indian Standard Time is calculated from the 

clock tower of Mirzapur.
Q.79.(A)   Arati Saha was the first Indian woman to swim 

across the English Channel.
Q.80.(D)   The name of UTI Bank was changed to Axis 

Bank in 2007. 
Q.81.(C)   Janata Party government announced the 

formation of a second backward classes 
commission in 1978.

Q.82.(C)   Michelle Obama is the writer of 'Becoming'.
Q.83.(A)   Blue jay or Indian Roller is the state bird of 4 

Indian states.
Q.84.(B)   The upper part of the respiratory tract is 

provided with small hair-like structures called 
cilia.

Q.85.(B)  City of Jaipur is declared as world heritage site 
by UNESCO in 2019.

Q.86.(D)   Methane causes explosion in coal mines.
Q.87.(D)   0.171 is the contribution of agriculture sector in 

GDP of India in 2017-18.

Q.88.(C)   Pin valley National park is situated in Himachal 
Pradesh.

Q.89.(D)   Bhawai is a folk dance of Rajasthan.
Q.90.(C)   Hiralal Chaudhuri is known as the father of Blue 

Revolution in India.
Q.91.(A)   Dibyendu Barua is associated with chess.
Q.92.(A)   Ramagundam is a municipal corporation and 

city in the Peddapalli district of the Indian state 
of Telangana. .

Q.93.(B)   The Quit India Movement Started in 1942.
Q.94.(A)   Kailash Temple is built by Rastrakutas Dynasty.
Q.95.(B)   'Saraswati Samman' award is given in the field 

of literature.    
Q.96.(A)  Dutee Chand won the gold medal in women's 

100m in World Universiade, 30th Summer 
University Games held in Naples, Italy.

Q.97.(B)  Bryology is the study of ancient plants, like 
mosses, that grow in moist, humid environments.   

Q.98.(D)   Swaran Singh Committee recommended 
inclusion of fundamental duties.

Q.99.(C)  Siraj-ud-Daulah became the Nawab of Bengal 
after Alivardi Khan.

Q.100.(C) Amir Khosrow was known as the parrot of 
India.
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