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OSCARGLITTER OF OSCAR

EDITORIAL
Dear Aspirants,

With a zenith level of zeal we again present you the April issue of your favourite 
magazine meticulously made for aspirant who wants to be ahead of others in the 
field of competitive examination. 

We take the privilege to present you study material relevant for the competitive 
examination keeping in view the requirement of our esteemed readers. 

If you read the issue carefully like an eager-beaver, we assure you will be fully 
equipped in the battlefield of the competitive examination.

In this issue, we are providing you with some of the imperative and substantial 
events, e.g. Antyodaya Express, Swacch Bharat Mile Stone- 100 Districts in India 
decreared ODF, MY SSB App, Bharat Bodh, 89th Academy Awards etc.

We always try to paint the demands, suggestions and changes of our readers in 
our magazine. 

We make all effort to include them in the further issue of the magazine, it gives 
us great exhilaration that our readers unanimously endorse our drudgery and skill 
nationally.

MICA gives you guidance, counselling and keeps ahead in every aspect of compe-
tition, because we believe in the quote.

     “Your Success is Our Success”

Gratitude

With Best Wishes
Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.
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PERSONAL DETAILS
Name    : KUAMR SEEMIT
Father’s Name  : Sudarshan Namdev
Mother’s Name : Sashibala Namdev
Education  : B.Tech( IT )
Hobbies   : Music, Reading Books
Prior Selection  : It was my second attempt.
Name of the Exam : Baroda UP Grameen Bank,UIICL
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 1420194895, 3310500335
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : MAH- 0010722518
MICA : Mahendras family expresses its heartiest 

congratulations on your success.
MICA : To whom do you want to give the credit of your 

selection?
Seemit :  I want to give credit of my selection to Almighty, 

My Family,Friends & Mahendras Institute for 
constantly supporting and motivating me.

MICA : After how many attempts did you succeed in 
examination?

Seemit : It was my 2nd attempt.
MICA : What is the role of Mahendra institute in your 

selection?
Seemit : Mahendra Institute gave me proper idea how to 

prepare and in case of scarcity of time & help in 
developing my communication skills.

MICA : How did you prepare for the examination?
Seemit : Mahendras was very helpful for me in my 

preparation for examinations. 
Quantitative Aptitude: 

the Keep your basics clear.and have patience while solving 
questions .Practice of previous year paper will improve 

speed. Eg Mahendras Maths Book
Reasoning Ability: 

Keep practicing reasoning questions of previous papers, 
STs and Mahendras Reasoning Book will help a lot. Eg 

Mahendra Reasoning book & practice paper
English:  

I have taken help from Mahendra Guru, STs and Hindu 
Newspaper that helped me in knowing the pattern of error. 
Mahendras practice sets were very helpful. Eg Speed test 

were so helpful and read text book thouroughly for all 
subjects.

General Awareness:  
I read E-mica and E-news and did its periodic revision. 

For banking, Mahendras, MICA & Monthly Boosters, GS 
Books

Computer & Marketing:  
From Mahendras study material & class notes.

MICA : How do you take “Master in Current Affairs 
Magazine”, and “Mahendra Guru” Website?

Seemit :  These are really very helpful sources, need to be 
followed everyday. Especially Mahendra Guru 
Website is full of content & effective educational 
vedios. Interview Guru is also very helpful.

MICA : What is the best thing about your coaching 
institute, according to you?

Seemit :   
1. Inspiring faculties and so competitive ambience.
2. The facility of rejoining batches
3.  E-MICA, E-NEWS and Speed Tests
MICA :  What is the role of “Time Management” in one’s 

success?
Seemit :  Time management is very important if one wants 

to crack any exam and Mahendra speed test are 
helpful in improving Time Management Skills.

MICA : How did you prepare for the Interview?
Seemit :  I joined mock interview classes of Mahendras.
MICA : Tell us about the Interview Board and the 

questions asked?
Seemit : My interview panel was very polite.
The questions asked were:
(I)  Tell us about yourself in 2 minutes? 
(II) What is lead bank ?
(III) What is Priority Sector Lending?
(IV)  What is Rupees current value with respect to USD( $ ) ?
(V)  Which is your favorite game?
MICA : By whom did you get information of your 

selection and what was your reaction?
Seemit : From my friends and I was very happy after 

being selected.
MICA : What message do you want to convey to other 

aspirants?
Seemit : Don’t Quit, Work hard with patience and 

persistence to achieve your goal.
MICA : Congratulations once again on your success. 

Your success is our success.
Seemit : Thank You Mahendra for guiding me to Success.
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 # The person who is selected for The prestigious Vyas Samman 2016 is -  Surendra Verma

 # The player who has broken into the top five of the Badminton World Federation rankings      
for the first time is -  P.V.Sindhu

 # Person who has been honoured with the ‘Legendary Award’ by Brand Laureate is -  Lata Mangeshkar

 # Recently ,the Hindu Marriage Bill 2017 has been approved by country-  Pakistan

 # The country which is the largest holder of US government securities in 2016 is - Japan

 # The book titled ‘Hema Malini: Beyond the Dream Girl’ is authored by- Ram Kamal Mukherjee

 # The movie which has won the International Federation of Art Cinemas (CICAE)     
award at the 67th Berlin International Film Festival is -  Newton

 # Country which has won the women’s singles title at the ITTF World Tour India Open is -  Japan

 # The movie which has bagged the best original screenplay prize at ‘Writers Guild of     
America award’ (WGA) is -  Moonlight

 # Person who has been honoured with the Best Green Organisation of the Year Award is -  Katamati Iron Mine

 # According to a report by SIPRI, the country which is the world’s largest importer of major     
arms in the last five years is -  India

 # The person who will be awarded with the ‘Sahitya Akademi Translation Award’ for the      
year 2016 alongwith 22 language translators is -  P.Jayaraman

 # According to the latest New World Wealth report, the country which has witnessed the     
largest number of millionaire inflows at 11,000 in 2016 is -  Australia

 # Person who became the first woman to lead Scotland Yard in its 187-year history is -  Cressida Dick 

 # Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu launched the _______, a new fully unreserved train for      
the ‘common man’.  Antyodaya Express

 # Person who will be given the 30th Moortidevi award by Bharatiya Jnanpith organisation      
on March 4, 2017 is -  M P Veerendra Kumar

 # Country which has won Rollball World Cup 2017 is -  India

 # Person who has been awarded with the first ‘Dr Stya Paul Memorial Award’ for his     
outstanding contribution to India-UK ties is -  Virendra Sharma

 # Place where Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled 112 feet high statue of ‘Adiyogi’ or     
Lord Shiva on the occasion of Maha Shivaratri is -  Coimbatore

 # The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) is headed by- Narendra Modi

 # The radar, which is formally handed over to Indian Army by DRDO is - Swathi

 # The Indian movie which has bagged maximum awards at the South African International     
Film Festival 2017 is -  Bajirao Mastani

 # The university which has won the annual Visitor’s Award 2017 for the Best University is-  Jawaharlal Nehru  
   University

 # Person who has been nominated for the prestigious ‘Polly Umrigar award’ presented      
to the ‘International Cricketer of the Year’ is -  Virat Kohli

 # Person who assumed office as the new Secretary General of the South Asian Association      
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is -  Amjad Hussain B Sial

 # ‘Key Resolve and Foal Eagle’, is a joint military exercise between - USA and South Korea
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 # Player who has won a gold medal for India in the 50m men’s air pistol event at the ISSF     
World Cup 2017 is  -  Jitu Rai

 # Country which will host the World Women’s Youth Boxing Championship in November      
this year is - India

 # The organization which launched Rupay card in India is -  National Payment   
  Corporation India

 # Personality who will be awarded with the 2017 John F. Kennedy Profile in     
Courage Award is -  Barack Obama

 # Person who has been conferred with the 2017 Peter J Gomes Humanitarian of the Year     
Award of the Harvard University is -  Robyn Rihanna Fenty

 # The ATP Mexico Open tennis tournament 2017 title won by- Sam Querrey

 # NGO which has won the Global NGO Excellence Award under the Best Healthcare NGO     
category is -  DATRI

 # The first Indian university who has been placed in the Times Higher Education     
Rankings, 2017 is -  Indian Institute of  
   Science Bangalore

 # According to Hurun Global Rich List 2017, the richest person of India is -  Mukesh Ambani

 # Player who has been appointed as the Ambassador for the ICC Women’s World Cup     
2017 by ICC is -  Sachin Tendulkar

 # Actress who has won Best Actress Award at the International Film Festival and Awards of     
Australia (IFFAA) is-  Aishwarya Rai   
  Bachchan

 # Personality who has been honoured with the Saraswati Samman 2016 is -  Mahabaleshwar Sail

 # The Lok Sabha passed the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill which raises the maternity     
leave for all working women from 12 weeks to- 26 Weeks

 # Country which has been ranked highest among the airports, surveyed by the International     
Association, Airports Council International in the year 2016 is -    India

 # The sport with which Syed Nasir Hasan related - Football

 # Cab aggregator Uber commenced the operations of its bike-sharing product    
“uberMOTO” in- Hyderabad

 # The country which has partnered with Indian major Tata group and US-based XPRIZE      
to start a water conservation award “Water Abundance Prize”is -  Australia

 # Person who has been appointed as the new President of the Table Tennis Federation of     
India (TTFI) is -   Dushyant Chautala

 # Arun Jaitley presented his _______ Budget (2017-18) as a Finance Minister in Lok Sabha. 4th

 # Recently, E Ahamed passed away. He was a ______. Former Union Minister

 # Car maker Tesla unveiled the world’s largest battery storage plant in ________. California

 # The Income Tax Department launched _________, an e-platform to analyse large cash     
deposits made during the demonetisation. Operation Clean Money

 # Recently, the 19th Bharat Rang Mahotsav (National Theatre Festival) commenced in ___. New Delhi

 # The tagline of National Capital Region Transport Corporation (NCRTC)is-  Gati se Pragati

 # Player who has won the Indian National Snooker Championship 2017 is -  Pankaj Advani
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 # Country which tested a cruise missile called ‘Sumar’ that is capable of carrying nuclear     
weapons is-  Iran

 # Personality who has been unanimously elected as the President of All India Tennis     
Association (AITA) till 2020 is -  Praveen Mahajan

 # The country which has won the gold medal in the boys’ team event at the Asian Junior     
Squash Championships in Hong Kong is -  India

 # Recently state in which Pink Polling Booth were installed to Encourage     
Young Voters is -  Goa

 # Player who became the second Indian after Sachin Tendulkar to feature on the cover of     
Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack, an annual cricket reference book published in the UK is -  Virat Kohli

 # Google’s ‘Terra Bella’ satellite business was formally known as- Skybox

 # According to Billiards and Snooker Federation of India (BSFI), country which will host      
the World Billiards Championship for the next four years is -  India

 # The state which will host the country’s first National Womens Parliament in the country is -  Andhra Pradesh

 # Jovenel Moise sworn in as the President of country - Haiti

 # Player who has won the men’s singles title at the 81st Senior Badminton National    
Championship 2017 is -  Sourabh Verma

 # The state which is going to host the 14th Men’s Hockey World Cup-2018 is -  Odisha

 # Recently the book titled ‘Veerappan, Chasing the Brigand’ was released by -  Rajnath Singh

 # The city In which technology major Google will set up its world’s Google Station      
in India is -  Pune

 # Who has been named as the “Primary Technology Partner” by Travelport? TCS

 # The book ‘Pakistan – Courting the Abyss’, was recently released by -  Tilak Devashar

 # The Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, ______ released the     
Special Edition of “Atlas for Visually Impaired (India)” in English Braille. Harsh Vardhan

 # The person who has set a Guinness World Record by building the world’s tallest sand     
castle is -  Sudarsan Pattnaik

 # The state where India’s first National Women’s Parliament started is -  Andhra Pradesh

 # Recently the  country which has won the Twenty20 Blind World Cup title for the     
second time is -  India

 # The name of the first Indian Naval ship to go green by installing a solar power system      
on board is -  INS Sarvekshak

 # Person who has been elected President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce and     
Industry of India (Assocham) is-  Sandeep Jajodia

 # The state in which India’s first floating elementary school was recently inaugurated -  Manipur

 # Player who has won the ‘Sportsman of the Year’ award for the fourth time at the Laureus     
World Awards ceremony is -  Usian Bolt

 # “Cobra Gold 2017”, is a joint military exercise between- USA and Thailand

 # Person who became the first Indian to be promoted by the International Basketball     
Federation (FIBA) as the Technical Delegate (TD) is - Norman Isaac
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 # According to The Heritage Foundation’s’ Index of Economic Freedom report, India’s      
rank in this list - 143

 # Full form of RTGS- Real Time Gross   
  Settlement

 # BBPOU stands for – Bharat Bill Payment  
  Operating Units

 # The Supreme Court appointed a committee of four administrators to manage the affairs      
of BCCI, which is headed by- Vinod Rai

 # Person who has been elected as the chairman of the African Union (AU) commission is -  Moussa Faki   
  Mahamat

 # According to Financial Times Global MBA Ranking-2017, the new position of IIM-B is -  49

 # Person who took over as the Director Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is -  Alok Kumar Verma

 # Person who has been appointed as the new Director General in the National Human Rights     
Commission (NHRC) is -  PVK Reddy

 # The country with which  India has signed an agreement to construct a multi-ethnic      
tri-lingual school in a north central district of the island nation is -  Sri Lanka

 # The state in which Vodafone Foundation and Pratham Education Foundation have together     
introduced a mobile telecommunication and digitization based learning program, ‘Learning      
with Vodafone’  is -  Maharashtra

 # Recently Joginder Singh died. He was former- CBI Chief

 # India’s leading vehicle maker, Tata Motors announced to introduce a new sub-brand called- TAMO

 # Person who has been selected for Israel’s prestigious Genesis Prize for his commitment      
to Jewish values is -  Anish Kapoor

 # Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation (GSRTC) has partnered with whom to introduce     
digital ticket payment across its fleet of 8000 passenger buses? Mobikwik

 # The name of the village, which became the first fully digital payment enabled village of      
the national capital is-  Surakhpur

 # The name of the third Indian origin women, who has been chosen to go into space is -  Shawna Pandya

 # According to a report by the US Chamber of Commerces Global Intellectual Property     
Center (GIPC), India’s rank in the intellectual property index is -  43

 # Newly appointed Managing Director of LIC- Hemant Bhargava

 # Newly appointed chairman of SEBI is -  Ajay Tyagi

 # The new president of Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) is -  Nilesh Shivji Vikamsey

 # Reliance Defence and Engineering signed an agreement with the _____ Navy for repair      
and alteration services for its warships. American

 # The Indian cities which have been ranked among the world’s 100 best places for      
students in the QS Best Student Cities ranking for the first time is -  Mumbai & New   
  Delhi

 # The captain of the women’s Indian Cricket team is-  Mithali Raj

 # The initial capital infused by the Government of India in Bhartiya Mahila Bank     
(BMB) was -  Rs. 1000 crore
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ABBREVIATIONS
CND Commission on Narcotic Drug
NFC Near Field Communication
GRDI Global Retail Development Index
IBBS Internet based Book Building System
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization
IIPE Indian Institute of Petroleum & Energy
NADA National Anti- Doping Agency
 IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES
March 08 International Women’s Day 
March 10 Central Industrial Security Force 

Raising Day
March 15 World Consumer Rights Day 
March 21 World Forestry Day
March 22 World Water Day 
March 23 World Meteorological Day 
March 24 World TB Day 

March 27 World Theatre Day

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY
GLOSSARY:
Grievances Against Misleading Advertisements (GAMA)
GAMA is a dedicated online web portal established by 
Department of Consumer Affairs, Government of India 
in March 2015 to enable consumers to register their 
grievances on misleading advertisements which makes 
claims that are dubious or unverified. 
GAMA serves as a central registry for complaints against 
misleading advertisements.
Any consumer in any part of the country can register on 
this site and can lodge a complaint against misleading 
advertisements. 
A well-defined protocol then ensures that the complaints 
are taken up with the relevant authorities in the state or 
the central government concerned and appropriate action 
taken. 
The portal also enables the consumer to be informed of the 
action taken. The portal will be linked to all state authorities 
concerned, select voluntary consumer organizations in the 
country and the sector regulators in the Government of 
India.
The Department of Consumer Affairs has partnered with 
the Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI) in 
tackling the menace of misleading advertisement through 
this portal. 
Consumers can complain about misleading advertisements 
through this portal and ASCI will exercise moral persuasion 
to prevent such advertisements.

             BOOKS AND AUTHORS

Unshakeable  
:-Tony Robbins 

Adiyogi: The Source of Yoga
:- Sadhguru

Captain Amarinder Singh: The People’s Maharaja- An 
Authorized Biography - Khushwant Singh 

Indian Economy Since Independence: A Comprehen-
sive and Critical Analysis of India’s Economy, 1947-

2016  :- Uma Kapila 

Know Your Worth: Stop Thinking, Start Doing  
:- N K Sondhi & Vibha Malhotra
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V Ramakrishnan

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) 
has appointed V Ramakrishnan 
as the chief financial officer 

(CFO). He takes over from Rajesh 
Gopinathan, who has been appointed as 
chief executive officer and managing 
director. Meanwhile, Tata Sons 
Chairman-designate N Chandrasekaran 
was also named as the chairman of 
TCS. 

 # Ramki joined TCS in 1999 and served as finance head 
of TCS North America for seven years.

Cressida Dick

Senior British officer Cressida 
Dick has been appointed as 
the commissioner of London’s 

Metropolitan Police, becoming the first 
woman to lead Scotland Yard in its 
187-year history.

 # Dick, 56, was previously the UK’s 
national policing lead on counter-
terrorism but left the Metropolitan Police to join the 
Foreign Office.

 # She takes over from Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe, 
who resigns from the post of Metropolitan Police 
commissioner.

 # Scotland Yard is Britain’s biggest police force and 
was founded in 1829. Apart from covering London, 
it has national functions including counter-terrorism 
and diplomatic and VIP protection.

Sujata Mehta and Ajit Shankarrao Bhonsle

Former diplomat Sujata Mehta 
and Air Marshal Ajit Shankarrao 
Bhonsle have been appointed 

as members in Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) in New Delhi. 
According to the order issued by 
Personnel Ministry, President Pranab 
Mukherjee has appointed Mehta and 
Bhonsle to the posts for a period of six 
years or until they attain the age of 65 years. 

 # With these appointments, the strength of the 
Commission has gone upto seven. The UPSC is 
headed by a chairman, Prof David R Syiemlieh, can 
have a maximum of ten members. 59-year-old Mehta, 
a 1980-batch Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer, 
was in contention for the post of Foreign Secretary.

 # Mehta, who is going to retire next month-end after 
completing 60 years age of superannuation, has left the 
service and taken the oath as the UPSC member. Foreign 
Secretary S Jaishankar was in January given one year 
extension. 

 # Jaishankar, a 1977-batch IFS officer, was appointed 
Foreign Secretary on January 29, 2015, few days before 
his retirement.

 # Sujata had served in Indian Missions in Moscow, Dhaka 
and at the United Nations in New York. Mehta had also 
served on deputation to the UN in Gaza and New York. 

 # She was Ambassador to Spain and also served as 
Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the 
Conference on Disarmament in Geneva before returning 
to headquarters in July, 2013 as Additional Secretary and 
later Special Secretary.

 # Mehta was appointed Secretary (Economic Relations) 
in the Ministry of External Affairs in February, 2014 
and took charge as Secretary (West) in the Ministry in 
January 2016. 

 # Both Mehta and Bhonsle have been appointed to the 
posts with effect from February 21. 

Roberto Azevedo

World Trade Organization 
(WTO) members agreed by 
consensus to appoint Roberto 

Azevedo for a second four-year term 
as Director-General at a meeting of the 
General Council.

 # In thanking members for their support, 
Azevedo said he believed the WTO is 
on the right path. We have achieved a great deal over 
the last few years. The WTO is stronger presently than 
it was in 2013.

Sanjiv Singh

Sanjiv Singh has been appointed 
as Chairman of the Indian Oil 
Corporation Ltd (IOCL), the 

country’s largest commercial enterprise. 
 # An order issued by the Personnel 

Ministry said that the Appointments 
Committee of Cabinet approved his 
appointment to the post for a period 
of five years.

 # Singh is at present the Director of Refineries at the IOCL. 
 # He was selected for the top job after government 

headhunters Public Enterprise Selection Board (PESB) 
interviewed eight candidates. 

 # He will be assuming the charge on or after June 1. 

APPOINTMENT

APPOINTMENT
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Nand Kumar Sai

Senior tribal leader from 
Chhattisgarh and ex 
parliamentarian Shri Nand Kumar 

Sai assumed charge as the chairman of 
National Commission for Scheduled 
Tribes (NCST) in New Delhi.

 # 71 year old Sai will take over 
Rameshwar Oraon, whose tenure ended on October 31 
last year.

 # Sai said it will be his endeavor to protect rights of tribal 
living in far flung areas of the country.

 # The term of the NCST chairman is three years from 
the date of assuming office. Its status is of the Union 
Cabinet Minister.

D R Doley Barman

Senior police officer D R Doley 
Barman was appointed as Director 
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

National Police Academy, Hyderabad. 

 # The academy is a premier training 
institute for police officers.

 # The Appointments Committee of Cabinet has approved 
the appointment of Barman, a 1986 batch IPS officer of 
Jammu and Kashmir cadre, to the post for two years.  

 # She has been appointed in place of Aruna M Bahuguna. 

 # The appointment has been done by temporarily 
downgrading the post to the level of Additional 
Director General. 

 # The post is usually held by a DG-level officer. 

 # Barman is at present Director, North Eastern Police 
Academy in Meghalaya.

N K Sinha

Culture Secretary N K Sinha was 
given additional charge of the 
post of Secretary, Ministry of 

Tourism. The competent authority has 
approved the assignment of additional 
charge to Sinha, a 1980 batch IAS officer 
of Bihar cadre. 

 # The vacancy has come up after superannuation of Vinod 
Zutshi. G Latha Krishna Rao has been given additional 
charge of Secretary, Tribal Affairs. She is Secretary, 
Department of Social Justice and Empowerment. 

 # The post of Tribal Affairs Secretary has been lying 
vacant after Anoop Kumar Srivastava was sent back to 
his cadre state Assam-Meghalaya.

P K Purwar 

P K Purwar was appointed as 
Chairman and Managing Director 
of state-run telecom major 

Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited 
(MTNL). 

 # The Appointment Committee 
of the Cabinet has approved his 
appointment to the post for five 
years. Purwar is currently working 
as Director (Finance) in MTNL.

JS Deepak 

Telecom Secretary J S Deepak 
has been named as India’s next 
Ambassador to the World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) from June 2017.
 # A 1982 batch IAS officer from Uttar 

Pradesh, Deepak,  has been shifted 
from the telecom ministry and has 
been made Officer on Special Duty 
in the commerce department.

 # During his earlier stint in the Commerce Ministry, 
he was India’s chief negotiator at the WTO and for 
the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) agreement, the mega Free Trade Agreement 
being negotiated by 16 countries. 

 # The World Trade Organization (WTO) is a global 
international organisation dealing with the rules of trade 
between nations. India has been pushing for a trade 
facilitation agreement (TFA) in services at WTO which 
has 164 member countries. The WTOs trade facilitation 
pact in goods came into force on February 22.

 # Deepak has been appointed the OSD in the Department 
of Commerce after the government upgraded this post 
from Director to Secretary.

 # He will be functioning as OSD till May 31 this year, the 
order of Appointments Committee of Cabinet, headed 
by the Prime Minister, Narendra Modi.

 # The order also named him as India’s Ambassador/
Permanent Representative of India to the Geneva-
based World Trade Organisation from June 1 till the 
date of his superannuation which is July 31, 2018.

Amjad Hussain B Sial 

Pakistan’s senior diplomat Amjad Hussain B Sial assumed 
office as the new Secretary General of the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).

APPOINTMENT
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 # Sial has assumed charge of the office 
of Secretary General of SAARC 
from March 1, 2017, according to 
a press release issued by SAARC 
Secretariat.

 # He has succeeded Nepal’s Arjun 
Bahadur Thapa, who was appointed 
the Secretary-General in 2014.

 # The Pakistani turn, which is held by rotation, starts 
from March 1, 2017, and continues till February 28, 
2020.

 # Sial’s nomination was made by Pakistan at the SAARC 
Council of Ministers in Pokhara, Nepal, in March 2016 
and was endorsed by all member states.

 # He is a seasoned diplomat from Pakistan Foreign 
Service with over 33 years of career in the diplomatic 
field.

Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria 

Air Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh 
Bhadauria assumed charge as 
Air Officer Commanding-in-

chief of the Southern Air Command. 
 # Traditional Guard of honour was 

presented to him by the Air warriors.
 # He is an alumnus of the National 

Defence Academy and was 
commissioned in the IAF on June 15, 1980.

Soma Mondal 

State-run Steel Authority of India 
(SAIL) said Soma Mondal 
has taken over as its Director 

Commercial. Soma Mondal has taken 
charge as Director (Commercial) of 
SAIL. 
Mondal is the first ever woman functional 
Director on the company’s board. Prior 
to this, Mondal was Director (Commercial) at NALCO, 
Bhubaneswar.
Manjeev Singh Puri 

Manjeev Singh Puri, India’s 
Ambassador to the European 
Union, Belgium and 

Luxembourg, is set to be the country’s 
envoy to Nepal. 

 # Puri’s name has been proposed with 
the term of Ranjit Rae coming to an 
end.

 # An official at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs here 
also confirmed that Puri’s name was sent to it and the 

process for paving the way for his appointment would 
begin shortly. 

 # Rae, on the completion of his three and a half year-
tenure, returned to Delhi. 

Sudhin Mathur 

Sudhin Mathur has been named as 
Managing Director of Motorola 
Mobility India and has been 

inducted as a full-time director on the 
company’s Board.

 # He will also continue to serve in 
the role of Executive Director for 
Lenovo MBG India. Mathur replaces 
Amit Boni, who was serving as General Manager for 
Motorola India.

T Jacob 

Senior IAS officer T Jacob has been 
appointed as Secretary, Union 
Public Service Commission 

(UPSC). He will hold the rank of an 
Additional Secretary in the Government 
of India.

 # Jacob, a 1984 batch Tamil Nadu 
cadre officer, has been serving as 
Additional Secretary in the Department of Personnel 
and Training before his appointment in the UPSC. 

 # Amitabh Verma, Chairman, Inland Waterways of India 
under the Ministry of Shipping, has been repatriated to 
his parent cadre Bihar with immediate effect. 

 # Nutan Guha Biswas, currently serving as Additional 
Secretary in the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development, has been appointed as Chairperson, 
Inland Waterways of India in the rank of a Secretary. 

 # Verma, a 1983 batch Union Territory cadre IAS officer, 
will continue in her new assignment till July 31, 2018 
or until further orders, whichever is earlier. 

Vandita Sharma 

Amember (Finance), Atomic Energy/ Earth 
Commission, has been appointed as Additional 
Secretary and Financial Adviser in the Department 

of Space in place of A Vijay Anand, who had retired. 

 # Sharma is a 1986 batch IAS officer of Karnataka cadre.

 # Bala Prasad, presently on compulsory wait, has been 
appointed as Additional Secretary in the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj in place of A K Goyal, who had retired. 

 # Prasad is an Indian Forest Service Officer of Manipur cadre.

APPOINTMENT
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Ajit Pai 

US President Donald Trump has nominated Indian-
American Ajit Pai to serve another term at the 
powerful Federal Communications Commission.

 # Soon after becoming the President, Trump had 
designated Pai as acting Chairman of Federal 
Communications (FCC). He had previously served as 
Commissioner at FCC.

Pradeep Nair 

Pradeep Nair, a seasoned public 
and private sector leader, will be 
the Ford Foundation’s regional 

director for its recently registered branch 
office in New Delhi serving India, Nepal, 
and Sri Lanka. 

 # As regional director, Nair will lead 
the global non-profit grant-making 
organisation’s operations in New Delhi, serving the 
three countries. 

 # He will assume his new position at the end of March, 
succeeding Indonesia-based David Hulse, who since 
November 2015 has served as interim director.

 # According to Ford Foundation President Darren 
Walker Nair’s global experience and leadership and his 
expertise in building partnerships in the region will be 
a “great asset” as the foundation’s work in South Asia 
enters a new chapter and in its work to help address 
some of the region’s most important opportunities and 
challenges. 

P K Pujari 

Power Secretary Pradeep Kumar 
Pujari has been given additional 
charge of the post of Secretary, 

Department of Telecommunications 
(DoT). 

 # The move comes after former 
Telecom Secretary J S Deepak was 
named India’s next Ambassador to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 

 # According to the order issued by Personnel Ministry 
the competent authority has approved assignment 
of additional charge of Secretary, DoT to Pujari with 
immediate effect. 

 # Pujari is a 1981 batch IAS officer of Gujarat cadre. 
Deepak, a 1982 batch IAS officer from Uttar Pradesh 
cadre, was on March 1, shifted from the Telecom 
Ministry and made Officer on Special Duty in the 
Commerce department.

Rajendra Menon

Justice Rajendra Menon was sworn in as the Chief 
Justice of the Patna High Court by Bihar Governor 
Ramnath Kovind at a function here in Raj Bhawan. 

Justice Menon was the Acting Chief Justice of Madhya 
Pradesh High Court before his appointment as the Chief 
Justice of Patna High Court. Patna High Court Acting Chief 
Justice Hemant Gupta has been appointed as the Chief 
Justice of Madhya Pradesh High Court. 

Born on June 7, 1957, Justice Menon did B.Sc. And LL.B. 
Before getting enrolled as an advocate on August 21, 1981. 
He practised in the Madhya Pradesh High Court at Jabalpur. 

Justice Menon would retire on June 7, 2019.

Tulsi Gabbard  

Tulsi Gabbard, the first Hindu lawmaker in the US 
Congress, elected as the co-chair of the Congressional 
Caucus on India and Indian-Americans, has vowed 

to work for furthering Indo-US relations.

The level of engagement seen in both the House and Senate 
on issues related to India and Americas partnership and 
friendship “only continues to grow”. 

Gabbard said after it was formally announced that she has 
been elected as the new co-chair of the House India Caucus.

Gabbard, 35, the first ever Hindu elected to the US House 
of Representative in 2013 is the three-term Democratic 
Congresswoman from Hawaii. 

Having made a mark for herself at the national scene both 
inside and outside the Congress on key foreign policy and 
national security issues, Gabbard is the first ever woman to 
be elected as co-chair of the House Congressional Caucus 
on India. 

Congressman George Holding from North Carolina is the 
Republican co-chair to one of the largest country - specific 
caucus in the House of Representatives.

She succeeds her Democratic congressional colleague 
Indian-American Dr Ami Bera.

Jwala Gutta 

India’s most successful doubles 
specialist Jwala Gutta has been 
appointed a member of the governing 

body of Sports Authority of India (SAI). 

The two-time Olympian Jwala, has won 
the bronze medal at the 2011 World 
Championship. 

Jwala is a 2010 Delhi Commonwealth Games champion and 
a silver medallist at the 2014 Glasgow Games in women’s 
doubles.

APPOINTMENT
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APPOINTMENT
Bibhu Prasad Kanungo

Odisha’s Bibhu Prasad Kanungo 
was on 14 March 2017 
appointed as Deputy Governor 

of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) with 
effect from April 2017.
His appointment was approved by the 
Appointments Committee of Cabinet 
(ACC) for a period of three years. He 
will succeed R Gandhi.
Kanungo is the second person from Odisha to be appointed 
as Deputy Governor of RBI after Harun Rashid Khan whose 
term ended in July 2016.
About Bibhu Prasad Kanungo

 # In March 2016, Kanungo was appointed as Executive 
Director of RBI.

 # He was in charge of Foreign Exchange Department 
before taking over as Executive Director of RBI.

 # Earlier, he had served as RBI’s Regional Director in 
Jaipur and Kolkata.

 # He also served as the Banking Intermediary for Madhya 
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. 

 # He began his banking career in 1979 by joining Oriental 
Bank of Commerce as a Probationary Officer and later 
in 1980, he joined RBI as an Officer.

 # Kanungo is Certified Associate of Indian Institute of 
Bankers and also holds a degree in Law (LLB) from 
Utkal University.

 # He hails from Kendrapara district of Odisha.
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 # Moortidevi award, which is presented annually for 
“contemplative and perceptive work”, consists of a 
Saraswati statue, a citation plaque and cash award of 
Rs 4 lac. 

EFFIE Award

Madhya Pradesh State Tourism 
Development Corporation’s 
(MPSTDC) advertisement 

campaign ‘MP Mein Dil Hua Bachche 
Sa’ aimed at promoting tourism has 
bagged EFFIE award for marketing 
communications ideas.

 # Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan had launched this campaign for promoting 
tourism in the state in June last year when he was 
laying the foundation stone for the renovation of Minto 
Hall (old State Assembly building) and the convention 
centre. MPSTDC’s advertisement campaign - MP Mein 
Dil Hua Bachche Sa - has bagged the EFFIE award. 
This award is given under the category of best ongoing 
campaign. “This award is given in the individual 
category also for the campaign and creative works for 
the effective marketing communication,” he added. 

 # The officer informed that the EFFIE award was set 
up in 1968 by the New York American Marketing 
Association for the highly effective advertisement 
programme.

Stya Paul Memorial Award

One of Britain’s senior-most 
Indian-origin MPs, Virendra 
Sharma, has been awarded the 

first Dr Stya Paul Memorial Award for 
his “outstanding contribution” to India-
UK ties.

 # The Labor party MP for Ealing 
Southall received the award at a 
ceremony in London from NRI industrialist Lord Swraj 
Paul, the younger brother of Indian educationist Dr 
Stya Paul.

 # The event, organized by Great Place to Study (GPTS) 
Research Institute - an international auditing firm for 
Indian colleges - and UK-based consultancy Sterling 
Media, is held annually to celebrate achievements in 
the field of education and economic development.

EY Entrepreneur of the Year 2016

Vivek Chaand Sehgal, Executive Chairman of the 
auto components manufacturer Samvardhana 
Motherson group has been named EY Entrepreneur 

of the Year for 2016.

Sahitya Akademi awards

24 eminent authors writing in 
as many Indian languages 
were conferred the Sahitya 

Akademi awards at the annual Festival 
of Letters. The recipients were awarded 
a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh each for their 
“outstanding books of literary merit”.

 # Distributing the awards, Akademi 
President Vishwanath Prasad Tiwari to call it “award” 
and rather uses the word “honour”, as according to him 
the word award projects “monetary” side, which is 
nothing for writers of such merit.

 # Sahitya Akademi Award writers Jerry Pinto, Nasira 
Sharma, Prabha Varma, including Kamal Vora and 
Paramita Satpathy. In this award ceremony, the chief 
guest was the famous physicist and Marathi writer 
Jayant Vishnu Narlikar.

 # Halbi, Kurk and Ladakhi writers were awarded for their 
contributions to the promotion of regional languages.

 # This year’s academy’s annual ‘Samvatsar Wyakhan” 
was given by distinguished scholar and historian 
Ramachandra Guha. He spoke on ‘The Craft of History 
Biography “.

 # The celebrations began on February 21 and continued 
February 26.

30th Moortidevi Award

Eminent Malayalam author M 
P Veerendra Kumar was given 
the 30th Moortidevi award by 

Bharatiya Jnanpith organisation on 
March 4.

 # The award was presented by 
Jnanpith laureate M T Vasudevan 
Nair at an event in Tagore Centenary 
Hall in Calicut, Kerala for the politician-authors book 
titled Hymavathabhoovil.

 # Hymavathabhoovil, which is a travelogue written 
in Malayalam, dwells upon “ancient trails of Indian 
culture, myth, literature and people strewn in the plains, 
valleys and mountains of India”.

 # The book also highlights environmental concerns over 
“fragile mountain ecosystem” and calls for action over 
lack of water resources and waste disposal systems.

 # Kumar, who earlier won the Sahitya Akademi award 
for the same book, is also the Kerala state unit President 
of political party Janata Dal (United).

AWARDS/HONOURS

AWARDS/HONOURS
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 # Sehgal is also slated to represent 
India at the World Entrepreneur of 
the Year Award, to be held from 7-11 
June. The award was given in the 
presence of Power Minister Piyush 
Goyal and Commerce and Industry 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

 # On the other hand, Infosys Chairman 
and former Unique Identification Authority of India 
Chairman Nandan Nilekani was presented the Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Nilekani who was crucial to the 
rollout of the massive civil identification initiative 
Aadhar has also been an advisor to the National 
Payments Corporation of India.

Rapid Lion Awards 2017 

Filmmaker Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s epic saga “Bajirao 
Mastani” scooped major trophies, including the best 
director and best film overall, at the South African 

International Film Festival, also known as the Rapid Lion 
Awards. 

 # Although Rapid Lion is largely intended for filmmaking 
recognition for African countries, a number of 
nominations were received from India in a special 
category for BRICS countries, in which Bhansali’s film 
beat entries from Russia and host country South Africa.

 # There were no entries from China and Brazil, the other 
countries in BRICS. 

 # “Bajirao Mastani” also bagged honours in categories 
like best actress in a leading role for Deepika Padukone, 
best of BRICS, best film editing (Rajesh Pandey) and 
cinematography (Sudeep Chatterjee). 

 # The film was also nominated for the best actor in 
a leading role (Ranveer Singh), sound editing and 
original song (“Ab Tohe Jane Doongi”). 

 # There were a number of other nominations from India, 
including Hansal Mehta’s “Aligarh”. 

 # The film’s lead star Manoj Bajpayee was nominated in 
the best actor category, while the film also vied for the 
award for direction (Mehta) as well as film editing and 
best original screenplay (Apurva Asrani for both). 

 # Another Indian entry was “The Violin Player”, which 
was nominated for the best original song (Bhaskar 
Dutta for The First Cadenz) and the best original 
screenplay (Bauddhayan Mukherji). 

Truman scholarship Nominatioan

Seven Indian-American students have been selected 
for the prestigious Harry S Truman Scholarship, 
which is given to college juniors for demonstrating 

leadership potential and a commitment to public service. 

 # The finalists will be interviewed by a foundation 
regional review panel from March 3 to April 7, with 
the scholars being announced on April 21.

 # Each year, 55-60 candidates are named Truman 
Scholars following a rigorous application process 
involving essays, recommendations and interviews. 
The awards are given to college students on their 
records of leadership, public service and academic 
achievement.

 # The students will compete for the prestigious national 
awards, which provides up to USD 30,000 for graduate 
study. According a release, the foundation reviewed 
768 potential scholars from 315 institutions before 
settling on the 199 students from 136 institutions.

Nominated Indian Americans
 # Shreya Ganeshan : University of Georgia
 # Anjali Misra  : Massachusetts Institute of  

     Technology
 # Samarth Gupta : Harvard University
 # Megan Patel  : Georgetown University
 # Maya Durvasula : Duke University
 # Manju Bangalore : University of Oregon
 # Anjana Murali : University of Pittsburgh
 # The Truman Scholarship Foundation was established 

by Congress in 1975 as the federal memorial to 
President Harry S Truman. 

 # Each year, a selection committee reviews applications 
from more than 600 nominees for the Truman 
Foundation in Washington.

Visitor’s Awards 2017 

Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) 
has won the annual Visitor’s 
Award for the ‘Best University’, 

2017. Deepak Pant from the Central 
University of Himachal Pradesh won the 
Visitor’s Award for ‘Innovation’ while 
the Visitor’s Award for ‘Research’ has 
been jointly won by Shyam Sunder from 
Banaras Hindu University (BHU) and Professor Niranjan 
Karak from Tezpur University.

 # President Pranab Mukherjee presented the Visitor’s 
Awards for at a function to be held at Rashtrapati Bhavan 
on March 6 as part of the ‘Festival of Innovations’.

 # President Pranab Mukherjee had announced the 
institution of these awards in 2014 with the aim of 
promoting healthy competition amongst Central 
Universities and motivating them to adopt best practices 
from around the world in the pursuit of excellence.

AWARDS/HONOURS



#Mahendra’s

THE PEOPLE

21

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

 # The Visitor’s Award for ‘Innovation’ was given to 
Deepak Pant, Department of Environmental Science, 
School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, the 
Central University of Himachal Pradesh for the 
development of a reactor for direct conversion of waste 
plastic to LPG in small scale.

 # The Visitor’s Award for ‘Research’ was presented 
jointly to Shyam Sunder, Department of Medicine, 
Institute of Medical Sciences, Banaras Hindu 
University for his work in the area of diagnosis and 
treatment of Indian Kala-azar and Prof. Niranjan Karak, 
Department of Chemical Sciences, Tezpur University 
for development of renewable resource based bio-
degradable hyperbranched polymer nanocomposites 
as self-cleaning, self-healing and bio-compatible smart 
sustainable futuristic material.

 # The ‘Best University’ received a Citation and Trophy 
while winners of Visitor’s Award for ‘Innovation’ and 
‘Research’ will receive a Citation and cash award of 
Rs 1 lakh.

Courage Award 2017

Former President Barack Obama was named the 2017 
winner of the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage 
Award for carrying on his fellow Democrat’s legacy.

 # “President Kennedy called on a new generation of 
Americans to give their talents to the service of the 
country,” Kennedy’s daughter, Caroline Kennedy.

 # Caroline Kennedy and her son, Jack Schlossberg, will 
present Obama with the award on May 7 at the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum in Boston.

 # The award is presented annually by the John F. Kennedy 
Library Foundation to public servants who have made 
courageous decisions of conscience without regard for 
the personal or professional consequences. 

 # It is named for Kennedy’s 1957 Pulitzer Prize-winning 
book, “Profiles in Courage.” The book tells the stories 
of eight U.S. senators who risked their careers by taking 
principled stands for unpopular positions.

Maryland International Film Award

Filmmaker Onir’s documentary “Raising The Bar” has 
been selected by the annual Maryland International 
Film Festival. The documentary is about six young 

individuals with Down syndrome and follows their stories 
at the World Down Syndrome Congress in Chennai. 

 # The 118 minutes documentary has been produced by 
Onir-Sanjay Suris Anticlock Film, Mitu Bhowmick - 
Festival Director of Indian Film Festival of Melbourne 
(IFFM) and Founder, Mind Blowing Films and Cate 
Sayers of Emotions 21.

 # The Maryland International Film Festival was held in 
the US from March 31 to April 2.

Global NGO Excellence Award 

DATRI, the largest unrelated 
blood stem cell donor’s registry 
in India, has received the Global 

NGO Excellence Award under the Best 
Healthcare NGO category.

 # The award was presented at 
the 6th World Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) Day in 
Mumbai on February 18.

 # The Global NGO Excellence awards bring together 
NGOs from across the world as a forum for specialised 
regional dialogue and co-operation.

Vigyan Pratibha Samman 

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
honoured P Kunhikrishnan, 

the director of Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre.

 # Chouhan honoured Kunhikrishnan 
with Vigyan Pratibha Samman. 

 # The honour was instituted by Vigyan Bharati (the 
science body of RSS) and Madhya Pradesh Council of 
Science & Technology (MPCST) in 2016.

 # Kunhikrishnan also invited Chouhan to be present on 
the occasion of Chandrayan-IIs launch proposed in 
year 2018.

 # Chouhan informed Kunhikrishnan about ongoing river 
conservation programme - Namami Devi Narmade - 
Sewa Yatra.

Top honours at BCCI Award

Virat Kohli became the first player to win the 
prestigious Polly Umrigar Award for the third time 
when he walked away with the coveted title at the 

BCCI Annual Awards ceremony.

 # The Indian captain, who had previously been bestowed 
with the honour in 2011-12 and in 2014-15, won for his 
stellar performances during the 2015-16 season. Kohli 
sparkled in all forms of the game, winning the Player of 
the Tournament award at the World T20 in early 2016. 

 # He also stamped his class in ODIs against South Africa 
and Australia during that season while also registering 
his maiden Test double century against the West Indies 
in Antigua.
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AWARDS/HONOURS
Best Actress Award at IFFAA 

Bollywood actress Aishwarya 
Rai Bachchan won Best Actress 
Award at the International 

Film Festival and Awards of Australia 
(IFFAA).

 # Aishwarya grabbed the award for 
her role in 2016 film ‘Sarbjit’.

 # The movie Sarbjit is a 2016 Indian 
biographical drama film. It was directed by Omung 
Kumar. 

 # The film revolved around Sarabjit Singh, an Indian 
man, who was sentenced to death by the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan in 1991. He consequently spent 22 
years in prison for alleged terrorism and spying.

Doctor of Science degree Honour 

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat was conferred honorary 
degree of Doctor of Science (DSc) by the city-
based Maharashtra Animal and Fishery Sciences 

University.
 # Maharashtra Governor Vidyasagar Rao awarded the 

degree to Bhagwat, a veterinary doctor by training, at 
the convocation of the varsity.

 # He was conferred the degree for his contribution in the 
field of veterinary sciences and social work.

Two Indian authors on Wellcome Book Prize 2017 
shortlist 

Two Indian-American authors- Siddhartha Mukherjee 
and Paul Kalanithi have been shortlisted for 
the 30,000 pound Wellcome Book Prize, which 

celebrates fiction and non-fiction works engaged with the 
topics of health and medicine.

Siddhartha Mukherjee is on the list of the annual prize for 
his study of genetics and mental health in his book The 
Gene.
He is joined by fellow Indian-American author Paul 
Kalanithi, who could become the first posthumous winner of 
the prize for his life-affirming reflection on facing mortality 
When Breath Becomes Air.
Indian-American teenager wins top science prize

Indian-American teenager, Indrani Das, won the top, 
$250,000 prize in the prestigious Regeneron Science 
Talent Search competition for her research on treating 

brain injuries and diseases.Another Indian-American, 
Arjun Ramani, took the third place, which carries a prize of 
$150,000, for his project on networks using mathematical 
field of graph theory and computer programming.
It is the oldest US science competition for students and is 
now sponsored by the medical company, Regeneron, in 
association with the Society for Science and the Public 
(SSP).
Nicknamed the “Junior Nobel Prize”, it was originally 
sponsored by Westinghouse in 1942 and Intel took it up 
from 1998 till last year. Twelve of the contest alumni have 
won Nobel Prizes.
Archana Verma took the fifth place award of $90,000 for 
research that could lead to the development of windows 
that could produce solar power; Prathik Naidu received the 
seventh place award for a software to study human genomes 
and cancer, and Vrinda Madan got the ninth place award of 
$50,000 for her study of medications for malaria.
Eight other Indian-origin students were among the 40 
finalists, each of whom received prizes of $25,000.
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OBITUARY

Vitaly Churkin

Russia’s Ambassador to the UN 
Vitaly Churkin died. He was 
64. The Russian mission said 

Churkin dedicated most of his life to 
diplomatic service standing for his 
country’s interests - more than 40 years 
in total, of which 20 years he worked as 
Ambassador to Belgium, Canada. 

 # He had been the Permanent Representative of Russia to 
the UN since 2006.

Kaci Kullmann Five

The chairwoman of the Norwegian 
Nobel Committee, the group that 
awards the prize, died. She was 

65. Kaci Kullmann Five, chairwoman of 
the five-member panel since 2015 – and 
committee member since 2003.
V K Srinivasan

Noted economist and retired 
Special Chief Secretary of the 
undivided State of Andhra 

Pradesh, V K Srinivasan, passed away. 
He was 76.

 # Srinivasan was also the Director 
of city-based Indian Institute of 
Economics.

 # He was a 1963-batch IAS officer and was known for his 
outspokenness. 

Kenneth J. Arrow

Kenneth J Arrow, the youngest-
ever winner of a Nobel prize 
for economics, whose theories 

on risk, innovation and the basic 
mathematics of markets have influenced 
thinking on everything from voting to 
health insurance to high finance, has died. 
He was 95. 

 # Arrow died at his home in Palo Alto, in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, according to his son, David Arrow.

 # Arrow and British economist Sir John R. Hicks shared 
the 1972 Nobel memorial prize in economic science 
for their pioneering mathematical work on general 
equilibrium theory, which says that there is an overall 
balance between supply and demand in an economy as 
a whole. 

 # Their mathematical models dealt with the factors 
involved, such as when and where a product is sold. 

Chunchun Yadav

Former Lok Sabha MP Chunchun 
Yadav passed away in Bhagalpur. 
He was 85. Bihar Chief Minister 

Nitish Kumar condoled the death of 
Yadav, describing him as an efficient 
politician and prominent social worker.

 # A three time MP from Bhagalpur 
in 1989, 1991 and 1996, Yadav 
was born in 1932 in Baluchak, Bhagalpur district.

Essa Moosa

A prominent Indian-origin 
South African human rights 
lawyer Essa Moosa, who had 

challenged the country’s notorious 
detention laws of the apartheid era, has 
died aged 81. 

 # Essa Moosa, who retired as a judge 
of the Western Cape High Court in 
2011, passed away at his home in 
Cape Town.

P Shivshankar

Former Union Minister P 
Shivshankar, an influential 
Congress leader during the 

governments of Indira Gandhi and 
Rajiv Gandhi, passed away. He was 90.

 # Shivshankar served as a judge in 
the then Andhra Pradesh High 
Court, but resigned from his job 
and practised law in the High Court and Supreme 
Court, he said. He successfully handled cases, 
especially those related to the Emergency, on the 
request of Indira Gandhi and won as an MP from 
Secunderabad in 1978 and 1980.

 # He served as Union Law Minister in 1980 and also 
as Minister for Energy (Petroleum). Indira Gandhi 
used to wait for Shivshankar’s arrival for important 
meetings, Kumar claimed.

 # He lost narrowly from Medak Lok Sabha constituency, 
which was earlier represented by Indira Gandhi. He 
was, however, elected to Rajya Sabha from Gujarat 
and held important portfolios like the External Affairs, 
HRD, Commerce and Planning in Union Cabinet.

 # He served as Leader of the House in Rajya Sabha and 
also as Leader of Opposition in the Upper House. In 
1998, he was elected to Lok Sabha from Tenali in 
Coastal Andhra.
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Haji Abdul Salam

Congress leader and Rajya Sabha 
member Haji Abdul Salam passed 
away. He was 69. Haji Abdul 

Salam is the first Manipuri Muslim to be 
a member of RS from Manipur. He has 
been repressenting the state in the upper 
house since 2014. 

 # He was elected to the 3rd, 6th and 
8th Manipur Legislative Assembly from Wabagai 
assembly constituency.

Taarak Mehta

An Indian columnist, humorist, 
writer and playwright, Taarak 
Mehta, who was also known for 

the popular column ‘Duniya Ne Undha 
Chashma’ in Gujarati language, passed 
away at the age of 87

 # His humorous column first appeared 
in Chitralekha in March 1971 and 
ever since there was no looking back for him.

 # In 2008, SAB TV started the popular show ‘Taarak 
Mehta Ka Ooltah Chashmah’ that is based on his 
column and soon became the flagship show of the 
channel.

John Hampshire 

Yorkshire president and Former 
England batsman John 
Hampshire has died. He was 

76. Hampshire made history on his Test 
debut by becoming the first Englishman 
to score a century at Lord’s in his maiden 
Test in the series with the West Indies in 
1969.

 # However, he was dropped after the following Test and 
made just six more appearances in the five day format 
for England and played three One Day Internationals.

Syed Shahabuddin

Former IFS and MP Syed 
Shahabuddin died. He was 82.  
During his time, Shahabuddin had 

strongly opposed the demolition of the 
Babri Masjid and was the leader of the 
Babri Action Committee.

 # Born in 1935, in Ranchi, Jharkhand, 
Shahabuddin began working as a 
diplomat for the Indian Foreign Service (IFS), but later 
became a politician.

 # He served three terms from 1979-1996 as a MP. 

 # He is well known for his involvement in the Shah Bano 
case and his opposition to the demolition of the Babri 
Masjid.

 # Shahabuddin served as a diplomat, an ambassador and 
also a politician. He was the Joint Secretary in charge 
of South East Asia, the Indian Ocean and the Pacific in 
the Ministry of External Affairs.

Kalikaprasad Bhattacharya 

Popular Bengali folk music singer 
Kalikaprasad Bhattacharya died. 
He was 56. Besides popularising 

folk songs of rural Bengal among the 
present generation in the albums of his 
band ‘Dohar’, he had also lent his voice 
in films like Jaatishwar (2014), Moner 
Manush (2010) and Bhuban Majhi 
(2017).
Arvind Padmanabhan 

Veteran journalist Arvind 
Padmanabhan passed away 
of cardiac arrest.  He was 49. 

Arvind worked as an Executive Editor at 
IANS.
About Arvind Padmanabhan:-

 # Arvind Padmanabhan was born in 
1967 at Tirunelveli, Tamul Nadu.

 # His father was G. Padmanabhan, who worked for many 
years with the Press Institute of India and the Indian & 
Eastern Newspapers Society (IENS, now INS).

 # Arvind was widely admired in the journalistic 
community for the thoroughness he displayed in 
reporting, writing and editing.

 # Before joining the IANS, he worked with the PTI, The 
Times of India and TV18.

 # He joined the India Abroad Newspaper as in-charge of 
its Business Section in 1999. With the news agency, he 
first assumed charge of the Business Bureau of the wire 
service and subsequently became the Business Editor 
of IANS and then the Bureau Chief.

 # Soon, he was elevated as the Executive Editor. He 
headed the business and economy team.

About IANS:-
 # Indo-Asian News Service is a private Indian news 

agency. It was founded by Indian-American publisher 
Gopal Raju as the India Abroad News Service.

 # Later, the agency was renamed as the Indo-Asian News 
Service.

OBITUARY
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. MoU signed between NSFDC, M/O 
SJ&E & Development.

2. Off shore patrol vessel ‘Shaunak’  
commissioned.

3. Solar power capacity to be doubled to 
40,000 Mw.

4. Govt nod to air services pact with 
Greece, security MoU with.

5. Union Minister for Youth Affairs and 
Sports Vijay Goel inaugurates tribal 
Youth Exchange Programme in Delhi.

6. President of India inaugurates interna-
tional conference on ‘Bharat Bodh’.

7. AYUSH Minister inaugurates the World 
Integrated Medicine Forum on Regula-
tion of Homeopathic Medicine.

8. Sikkim becomes 22nd State to join 
UDAY.

9. 6 km long Bet Dwarka Darshan Circuit 
in Gujarat to be developed at a cost of 
Rs.16.27 cr under HRIDAY.

10. Mahindra Agri launches digital platform 
My Agri Guru for farmers.

11. Telangana, top research institutes launch 
initiative RICH.

12. PM Narendra Modi unveils 112-foot 
Shiva statue in Coimbatore.

13. RAHAT medical project launched in  
Rajasthan.

14. Post office passport centre launched in 
Vidisha.

15. INS Viraat decommissioned.

NATIONAL MoU signed between NSFDC, M/O SJ&E & 
Development, 21 February 2017

The Ministries of Textiles and Social Justice and 
Empowerment entered a pact which aims at 
improving the earnings of scheduled caste artisans 

across the country and enhance their participation at 
domestic and international level.
The memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed 
between Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) and 
National Scheduled Castes Finance and Development 
Corporation (NSCFDC), a central PSU, in the presence of 
Textiles Minister Smriti Zubin Irani and Minister of Social 
Justice and Empowerment Thaawarchand Gehlot.
“MoU between DC (Handicrafts) & NSFDC will improve 
income of nearly 12 lakh SC handicraft artisans & empower 
them economically & socially,” Irani tweeted.
The collaboration stresses on the need for assessment and 
gap identification through popularising various schemes by 
holding awareness camps and aims at extensive need-based 
skill upgradation in the identified clusters having dominant 
presence of SC artisans, and adoption of modern tools and 
techniques
It also aims at working on capital credit for scheduled caste 
artisans at concessional rates by combining the benefits 
provided by the two ministries.

Off shore patrol vessel ‘Shaunak’  
commissioned, 22 February 2017
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Indian Coast Guard commissioned ‘Shaunak’, the fourth 
ship in the series of six off shore patrol vessels (OPV) 
in South Goa’s Vasco. 

Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu commissioned the ship in 
presence of senior Indian Coast Guard officials, including 
Director General Rajendra Singh.
The 105-metre-long OPV has been designed and built 
indigenously by Goa Shipyard Ltd and is fitted with the 
state-of-the-art navigation and communication equipment, 
sensors and machineries.  
The feature of the vessel includes 30 mm CRN naval gun, 
integrated bridge system, integrated machinery control 
system, power management system and high power external 
fire-fighting system. 

Solar power capacity to be doubled to 40,000 
Mw, 22 February 2017

The government approved doubling of capacity to 
40,000 MW in solar parks and Ultra Mega Solar 
Power Projects (UMSPP).

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired 
by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved the 
enhancement of capacity from 20,000 MW to 40,000 MW 
of the Scheme for Development of Solar Parks and Ultra 
Mega Solar Power Projects. 
The enhanced capacity would ensure setting up of at least 
50 solar parks each with a capacity of 500 MW and above 
in various parts of the country.
Smaller parks in Himalayan and other hilly states, where 
contiguous land may be difficult to acquire in view of the 
difficult terrain, will also be considered under the scheme.
The capacity of the solar park scheme has been enhanced 
after considering the demand for additional solar parks 
from the states.
Solar Parks and UMSPPs will be set up by 2019-20 with 
central government’s financial support of Rs 8,100 crore.

When operational, the total capacity will generate 64 billion 
units of electricity per year which will lead to abatement of 
around 55 million tonnes of CO2 per year over its life cycle.
It would also contribute to long-term energy security of 
the country and promote ecologically sustainable growth 
by reduction in carbon emissions and carbon footprint, 
as well as generate large direct and indirect employment 
opportunities in solar and allied industries like glass, metals, 
heavy industrial equipment.
The solar parks will also provide productive use of abundant 
uncultivable lands which in turn facilitate development of 
the surrounding areas.
All states and UTs are eligible for benefits under the scheme.

Govt nod to air services pact with Greece, 
security MoU, 22 February 2017

The government granted its approval to the signing of 
Air Services Agreement (ASA) between India and 
Greece which allows the airlines of the two countries 

to fly in each other’s territory. 
It also gave its approval for signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) between India and Australia for 
promotion and development of cooperation in civil aviation 
security.
The decisions were made by the Union Cabinet at its 
meeting held under the chairmanship of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi here. 
India had signed an ‘open skies’ agreement with Greece in 
September 2016, after putting in place the new civil aviation 
policy in June the same year. 
At present there is no direct air connectivity between India 
and the Southeastern European nation. 
According to the civil aviation policy, the government 
can enter into an ‘open sky’ air services agreement on a 
reciprocal basis with SAARC nations as well as countries 
with territory located entirely beyond a 5,000 km radius 
from New Delhi. 
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The commencement of air services will provide enabling 
environment for enhanced and seamless connectivity 
between the two countries while providing commercial 
opportunities to the carriers of both the sides ensuring 
greater safety and security, according to the government. 
The agreement allows Indian airlines to operate air services 
to Athens, Thessaloniki and HerakIion, while the Greek 
airlines can establish direct operation to India’s six metro 
airports -- New Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolkata, 
Hyderabad and Chennai.

Union Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports 
Vijay Goel inaugurates tribal Youth Exchange 
Programme in Delhi, 23 February 2017

Minister of State (I/C) for Youth Affairs and Sports 
Vijay Goel inaugurated the 9th Tribal Youth 
Exchange Programme under the Nehru Yuva 

Kendra Sangathan. Under this exchange Programme youth 
from tribal belts of Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh will get 
to visit various places in the capital and know more about 
the culture and life style. There are various schemes of the 
government under the vision of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi which aims to empower the youth and make India a 
global power. 
NYKS has already conducted successful exchange 
programmes in 8 states. The current batch of around 250 
students will get to meet the President of India and share 
their ideas and stories during their stay in Delhi.

President of India inaugurates international 
conference on ‘Bharat Bodh’ ,    
23 February 2017

The President of India, Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated 
an international conference on ‘Bharat Bodh’ (Idea 
of Bharat) organized by the Indira Gandhi National 

Open University and Bhartiya Shikshan Mandal in New 
Delhi. 

The President complimented the Indira Gandhi National 
Open University (IGNOU) and the Bharatiya Shikshan 
Mandal for organizing this conference bringing together 
intellectuals, academicians and researchers to unravel 
various aspects of the “Bharat Bodh” (Idea of Bharat).  
The President said that Bharat has always been recognized 
as the storehouse of knowledge and discovery - knowledge 
which liberates, and discovery which fathoms the deepest 
thoughts of humanity and co-existence. As the origin and 
repository of philosophical and spiritual values, rivers of 
wisdom flow through the collective consciousness of our 
great people. He quoted American author Mark Twain and 
said “India is the cradle of the human race, the birthplace 
of human speech, the mother of history, the grandmother 
of legend, and the great grandmother of tradition. Our most 
valuable and most instructive materials in the history of man 
are treasured up in India only”. The President said that this 
was indeed true. India is a land of great traditions, history and 
discoveries. Its people have lived in this great civilization 
giving rise to a unique trait of oneness overcoming the 
apparent contradictions, thriving on a composite culture and 
yet alive to the identities of its sub-parts. The President said 
that India is a land of huge diversity. Yet all its people are 
living under one system, one flag and one Constitution. All 
of us are proud to be Indians and we celebrate this diversity.  
He hoped that the deliberations at the Conference would 
enrich our perceptions regarding our country.   
The President said that the idea of Bharat flows from the 
eternal wisdom of our rich intellectual traditions. Constant 
churning and refinement has been the secret of the continuity 
of the Bharatiya thought through times and turbulences. Our 
core civilizational values which are equally relevant today 
and which speak  of love for the motherland, performance 
of duty, compassion for all, tolerance for pluralism, respect 
for women, honesty in life, self-restraint in conduct, 
responsibility in action, and discipline – form the Bharatiya 
world view. The Bharatiya conceptualization of the world 
encompasses philosophy, knowledge systems, principles of 
statecraft and legality, literature, architecture, art and music 
and all other important spheres of life. The diverse strands 
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of the Bharatiya thought find unity in their objectives 
similar to the diversity and oneness of the universe. They 
remain instilled with the same essential spirit residing in 
every being and non-being. This is manifested in the unique 
ways of celebrating our diversity and confluence, and 
change with continuity.

AYUSH Minister inaugurates the World 
Integrated Medicine Forum on Regulation of 
Homeopathic Medicine, 23 February 2017 

Minister of State (Independent Charge) for 
AYUSH, Shripad Yesso Naik inaugurated the 
World Integrated Medicine Forum on Regulation 

of Homeopathic Medicinal Products: National and Global 
strategies in New Delhi. Speaking on the occasion, the 
AYUSH Minister said that in India, Homoeopathy has 
been well institutionalized and we have 235 homoeopathic 
hospitals and more than 8000 clinics in public sector. He said 
that most of production plants in India are GMP-compliant 
and adhere to policies related to quality, packaging and 
distribution. He further said that all these manufacturing 
units are bound by Drugs & Cosmetics Law and their 
renewal of license depends on regular quality check and 
thorough inspections.
In his inaugural address, Shripad Naik remarked that there is 
clearly a need for a high-level strategic exchange platform, 
where stakeholders can meet outside their immediate 
work related context and this forum could address that 
need. In the other countries Homoeopathy remains largely 

under-utilized due to lack of availability of homoeopathic 
medicines or stringent or non-existent regulatory provisions 
for these medicines, the Minister added.
On this occasion a MoU was also signed between 
Homoeopathic Pharmacopoeia Convention of the United 
States (HPCUS) and Indian bodies-Pharmacopoeia 
Commission for Indian Medicine & Homoeopathy 
(PCIM&H) and Central Council for Research in 
Homoeopathy (CCRH) on cooperation in the field of 
Homoeopathic Medicine.  It is hoped that this agreement 
will be a benchmark for many more agreements to follow 
with the aim to develop and harmonise homoeopathic 
pharmacopoeias and to strengthen regulatory provisions for 
homoeopathy in the whole world.
The two day event is organised by Ministry of AYUSH 
and Central Council for Research in Homeopathy (CCRH) 
and supported by Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian 
Medicine & Homoeopathy (PCIMH) & Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organization (CDSCO). This is the first-
of-its-kind forum considering the increased perception 
of the international world towards India as a key player 
in the progress of the homoeopathy drug industry. Drug 
lawmakers, regulators, manufacturers and pharmacopeial 
experts from various regulatory authorities, eminent 
scientific organisations and pharmaceutical industries from 
25 countries, are participating in the two days forum to 
strategize the actionable aspects in the homoeopathic drug 
industry, which, in turn, will promote global harmonisation 
in the sector.
Through this forum, regulators from more than 15 
countries including France, Germany, Switzerland, Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh, India etc .will share the current status, 
challenges and outlook with regard to the regulation of 
homeopathic products. At least 15 international industries 
manufacturing homoeopathic medicines and more than 
30 Indian industries are participating and interacted with 
the drug regulators and controllers. Regulators and drug 
controllers of various states of India are also particpaing 
in the Forum. Forum discussions will explore the 
commonalities as well as differences in regulatory affairs 
among various countries. The common concern is how to 
promote regulatory practices that met the highest modern 
standards, whilst at the same time respected the unique 
tradition of homeopathy worldwide.
Major points of discussion will include current regulatory 
status in different countries; practices and possible trade 
opportunities in key countries worldwide; possible solutions 
to regulatory challenges; building knowledge and network 
to deal more efficiently with challenges at national and 
global level and a strategic perspective on the possibilities 
and limitations of what can be achieved at a national level 
via further international collaboration and harmonization.  
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Sikkim becomes 22nd State to join UDAY,  
23 February 2017 

The Government of India and the State of Sikkim 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
under the Scheme Ujwal DISCOM Assurance 

Yojana (UDAY), for operational improvement of the State’s 
Power Distribution Department. With the signing of MoU, 
the total number of States covered under UDAY has reached 
twenty-two. Sikkim would derive an Overall Net Benefit 
of approximately Rs. 207 crores through UDAY by way of 
cheaper funds, reduction in AT&C and transmission losses, 
interventions in energy efficiency, etc. during the period of 
turnaround.
The MoU paves way for improving operational efficiency 
of the Power Distribution department of the State. AT&C 
losses and transmission losses would be brought down 
through compulsory distribution transformer metering, 
consumer indexing & GIS mapping of losses, upgrade/
change transformers, meters etc., smart metering of high-
end consumers, feeder audit etc., besides eliminating the 
gap between cost of supply of power and realisation. The 
reduction in AT&C losses and transmission losses to 15% 
and 3.50% respectively is likely to bring additional revenue 
of around Rs. 179 crores.
Demand Side interventions in UDAY such as usage of 
energy-efficient LED bulbs, agricultural pumps, fans & air-
conditioners and efficient industrial equipment through PAT 
(Perform, Achieve, and Trade) would help in reducing peak 
load, flatten load curve and thus help in reducing energy 
consumption in the State of Sikkim. The gain is expected to 
be around Rs.25 crores.
While efforts will be made by the Power Distribution 
Department of the State to improve their operational 
efficiency, and thereby reduce the cost of supply of power, 
the Central government would also provide incentives to 
the State Government for improving Power infrastructure 
in the State and for further lowering the cost of power. 
The Central schemes such as DDUGJY, IPDS, Power 

Sector Development Fund (PSDF) or such other schemes 
of Ministry of Power and Ministry of New & Renewable 
Energy are already providing funds for improving Power 
Infrastructure in the State and additional/priority funding 
would be considered under these schemes, if the State/
DISCOMs meet the operational milestones outlined in the 
scheme. Further, with improved efficiency, the State Power 
department would be in a better position to borrow funds 
at cheaper rates for Power infrastructure development/
improvement in the State.
The ultimate benefit of signing the MOU would go to the 
people of Sikkim. Reduced levels of transmission and 
AT&C losses would mean lesser cost per unit of electricity 
to consumers. Further, financially and operationally healthy 
State Power Distribution department would be in a position 
to supply more power. Higher demand for power would 
mean higher PLF of generating units and therefore, lesser 
cost per unit of electricity which would again mean lesser 
cost per unit of electricity to the consumers. The scheme 
would also allow speedy availability of cheaper power to 
households in the State that are still without electricity. 
Availability of 24*7 power to hitherto unconnected 
villages/households etc. would boost the economy, provide 
more employment opportunities for the people of the State 
and thereby, improve the standard of living of the people of 
the State.

6 km long Bet Dwarka Darshan Circuit in 
Gujarat to be developed at a cost of Rs.16.27 
cr under HRIDAY, 23 February 2017 

Ministry of Urban Development approved 
development of 6 km long Bet Dwarka Darshan 
Circuit in Gujarat at a cost of Rs.16.27 cr under 

the Central Scheme ‘Heritage City Development and 
Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY)’.
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HRIDAY National Empowered Committee chaired by Rajiv 
Gauba, Secretary (UD) has approved the circuit connecting 
the famous Dwarkadish Haveli and Hanuman Dandi, the 
only temple housing Hanumanji and his son Makardhwaj, 
in Dwarka district of Gujarat. There are two important 
water bodies along the circuit viz., Ranchod Talav and 
Shankhudhar Lake.
Darshan Circuit works to be taken up include development 
of streets and pedestrian pathways, laying of cycle tracks 
along beach side, plantation, provision of benches, resting 
spaces, changing rooms, drinking water and toilet facilities, 
craft and food bazar, signages, LED lighting, plazas for 
vending spaces etc.
Under HRIDAY launched on January 21, 2015, heritage 
related infrastructure development is being taken up in 12 
identified cities including Dwarka-Bet Dwarka at a total 
cost of Rs.500 cr. so far, projects with an investment of 
Rs.420 cr have been approved for all 12 mission cities.

Mahindra Agri launches digital platform My 
Agri Guru for farmers, 24 February 2017

Mahindra Agri Solutions Ltd (MASL), a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Mahindra & Mahindra announced the 
launch of ‘My Agri Guru’, an advisory platform for 

farmers that has been introduced as a mobile app. 
Developed in English and Hindi currently, the app has 
been launched across India and is available on Andorid. 
Delivering Farm Tech Prosperity has always been a key 
business driver and a long-term vision for us at Mahindra. We 
aspire to positively impact the lives of 75 million farmers by 
2025,” Mahindra Agri Solutions MD & CEO Ashok Sharma 
said. ‘My Agri Guru’ furthers the Government’s vision 
to digitise the agriculture sector as a part of its umbrella 
program of ‘Digital India’. It will also play a significant part 
in achieving the Government’s target to double the farmer 
income by the year 2022. This app will enable our farmers 
to make informed decisions at every stage of the farming 
process which will boost both agricultural productivity and 
farm incomes substantially.

Telangana, top research institutes launch ini-
tiative RICH, 24 February 2017

Telangana government launched RICH - Research 
and Innovation Circle of Hyderabad - an initiative 
by the government and research establishments such 

as CCMB, IICT, LV Prasad Eye Institute and ICRISAT to 
take research work to marketable product or service.
Union Minister of State for Science and Technology Y S 
Chowdary formally launched the initiative in the presence 
of Telangana IT Minister for K T Rama Rao, and scientific 
advisor to the Defence Minister Sateesh Reddy among 

others. Telangana principal secretary for IT and Industries 
Jayesh Ranjan said a fund with an initial corpus of Rs 50 
crore will be created to support the research work by the 
scientists in various fields.
The state government will allocate Rs 5 crore and the rest 
will be raised from investors and equity participants, Ranjan 
told reporters.
RICH acts as platform that will link research institutions, 
academia and industry along with venture capitalists, angel 
investors and incubation centres.

PM Narendra Modi unveils 112-foot Shiva 
statue in Coimbatore, 24 February 2017

On the occasion of Maha Shivratri, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi unveiled a 112-foot-tall Shiva 
statue in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. 

Extolling the ancient Indian discipline of Yoga, the Prime 
Minister called for efforts to protect nature and mould 
human activities to bring them in sync with ecological 
surroundings.
Tamil Nadu Governor Ch Vidyasagar Rao and Chief Minister 
Edappadi K Palaniswami received Modi on his arrival. 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, 
Union Minister Pon Radhakrishnan and Puducherry Lt 
Governor Kiran Bedi also attended the event.
The statue was constructed by The Isha Foundation, which 
plans to set up similar statues in other parts of the country.
The statue and the foundation are located in the foothills of 
Velliangiri Mountains in the Western Ghats.

RAHAT medical project launched in  
Rajasthan, 25 February 2017 

The Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Vasundhara Raje 
inaugurated a medical project called Rajasthan Heart 
Attack Treatment programme (RAHAT), launched 

by Eternal Heart Care Center Hospital in Jaipur, on 25 
February 2017.
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The programme involves creation and management of a 
telemedicines platform to treat ST-Elevation Myocardial 
Infarction (STEMI), a very serious type of heart attack.
The telemedicines platform will help capture and transmit 
patient’s EKG along with clinical history from remote 
geographical locations to the heart command center (HCC) 
hub, where a team of expert cardiologists will provide an 
immediate interpretation of the EKG and real time STEMI 
guidance and management through tele-consultation after 
instantly recognising the EKG abnormalities. 
About RAHAT

 # The programme aims to provide timely treatment to 
those who undergo heart attack in rural and remote 
areas.

 # Under it, the patients suffering a stroke would be 
provided with immediate ambulance service and 
telemedicine service.

 # While basic treatment would be provided to the patient 
in the ambulance on the way to the nearest hospital, the 
details of the same would be shared with the experts at 
the HCC through tele-consultation.

Rajasthan has previously launched several significant 
medical programmes including Arogya Rajasthan, new 
medical colleges and Bhamashah Swasthya Bima Yojana. 
The Chief Minister in her inaugural address stated that such 
projects will only help enhance the medical services in the 
state and push it to touch new heights in the medical and 
healthcare sector.
Besides this project, Raje also inaugurated an ambulance 
fitted with equipment and trained paramedical staff required 
for treatment of heart disease.

Post office passport centre launched in Vidi-
sha, 26 February 2017

Vidisha, the parliamentary constituency of External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj, has now got a 
post office passport service centre.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
inaugurated the passport centre in Vidisha, located about 60 
kms from the state capital.

“Now the residents of Raisen, Guna, Ashoknagar, Sagar, 
Damoh and Vidisha districts need not come to Bhopal to get 
a passport. The centre will work in the form of Passport Sewa 
Laghu Kendra (PSLK),” Chouhan said while inaugurating 
the centre at the Vidisha Post Office.
The centre is claimed to be the country’s first post office-
based passport issuing facility.
Chouhan said earlier there was a waiting time of 42 days to 
get a passport which is now reduced to three days.

Mumbai richest Indian city with total wealth 
of $820 billion, 26 February 2017

India’s financial capital Mumbai, which is home to 
46,000 millionaires and 28 billionaires, is the richest 
Indian city with a total wealth of $820 billion. 

According to New World Wealth, Mumbai is the richest 
city in the country followed by Delhi and Bengaluru in the 
second and third place, respectively.
Delhi is home to 23,000 millionaires and 18 billionaires with 
a total wealth of USD 450 billion, while Bengaluru with a 
total wealth of USD 320 billion houses 7,700 millionaires 
and 8 billionaires.
The list also includes Hyderabad with a total wealth of USD 
310 billion. Hyderabad is home to 9,000 millionaires and 6 
billionaires.
Kolkata home to 9,600 millionaires and 4 billionaires has 
a total wealth of USD 290 billion, Pune (total wealth of 
USD 180 billion, has 4,500 millionaires and 5 billionaires), 
Chennai (USD 150 billion, 6,600 millionaires, 4 billionaires) 
and Gurgaon (USD 110 billion with 4,000 millionaires and 
2 billionaires).
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Some of the other emerging cities in terms of total 
wealth include, Surat, Ahmedabad, Visakhapatnam, Goa, 
Chandigarh, Jaipur and Vadodara.
The total wealth held in the country amounts to USD 6.2 
trillion (as of December 2016) and the country is home to 
264,000 millionaires and 95 billionaires in total.

Prabhu flags off nation’s first Antyodaya  
Express between Ernakulam and Howrah,  
28 February 2017

Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu flagged off the fourth 
Humsafar class of trains and the first Antyodaya 
class of trains through video conferencing from Rail 

Bhawan.
1.  Train No 14715/14716 Sri Ganganagar - 

Tiruchirappalli Humsafar Express (Weekly) (via 
Krishnarajapuram, Pune, Ahmedabad)

2.  Train No 22877/22878 Ernakulam - Howrah 
Antyodaya Express (Weekly) (via Salem, Katpadi, 
Visakhapatnam)

 The Humsafar train is a fully air conditioned 3 AC 
service having facilities like GPS based Passenger 
Information System, Passenger announcement 
System, fire and smoke detection and suppression 
system, CCTVs, comfortable seats, mobile and 
laptop charging points, integrated Braille display, 
LCD display above compartment doors in the aisle, 
Fire retardant curtains, etc.

 Antyodaya Express is a long-distance, fully 
unreserved, superfast train service, for the common 
man to be operated on dense routes. Antyodaya 
Express will have facilities like Cushioned luggage 
racks which can serve as seats.

Navy successfully test-fires anti-ship missile 
from Kalvari submarine, 03 March 2017

The Navy successfully test-fired an anti-ship missile 
for the first time from an indigenously built Kalvari 
class submarine.

The Navy described the launch as a significant milestone in 
enhancing its “sub-surface” warfare prowess.
The weapon was fired from the submarine, the first of 
India’s six Scorpene-class submarines which are being built 
under the Project 75, and it “successfully hit” a surface 
target during the trial in the Arabian Sea.
The defence ministry said.that all the six diesel-electric 
attack submarines will be equipped with the anti-ship 
missile, which has a proven record in combat.
These missiles will provide the vessels the ability to 
neutralise surface threats at extended ranges.
The ministry said that the missile successfully hit a surface 
target at an extended range during the trial firing. This 
missile launch is a significant milestone, not only for the 
Kalvari, which is the first in a series of Scorpene class 
submarines being built in India, but also in enhancing the 
Indian Navy’s sub-surface warfare capability.
The submarines, designed by French naval defence and 
energy company DCNS, are being built by Mazagon Dock 
Limited in Mumbai.

Army gets weapon locating radar from 
DRDO, 03 March 2017 

An indigenous weapon locating radar ‘Swathi’ was 
handed over to the army by state-run military 
weapons developer DRDO and it is likely to be 

deployed along the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir. 
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The DRDO also handed over a Nuclear, Biological and 
Chemical (NBC) recce vehicle and NBC drugs to the army.
Four weapon locating radar (WLRs) were deployed along 
the LoC for trial and it proved to be effective as artillery fire 
from Pakistani side had come down after their deployment. 
The WLR Swathi provides fast, automatic and accurate 
location of enemy weapons like mortars, shells and rockets 
in its 50 km range. 
The ceremony to hand over the radar, the NBC Recce 
vehicle and the NBC drugs was attended by Defence 
Minister Manohar Parrikar and Army Chief General Bipin 
Rawat besides top brass of DRDO. 
The radar can simultaneously handle multiples projectiles 
fired from different weapons at different locations.

Railways to launch integrated app for total 
travel solutions, 03 March 2017 

The Railways will launch an integrated mobile 
application for all travel-related services, including 
ticketing, hiring taxis and porters, in order to make a 

journey hassle-free. 
The mobile app is set to be launched in May.
Though there are various mobile applications available for 
booking tickets, taxis, e-catering and other such services, 
the integrated app will cover almost the entire gamut of 
travelling. 

As per the new business plan 2017-18 launched by Railway 
Minister Suresh Prabhu, the mobile app aims at becoming 
a one-stop solution for various travel related services, like 
booking tickets, retiring rooms, booking tour packages, 
ordering food from a restaurant and finding hotel rooms. 

NMCG Signs MoU with Rotary India for the 
Success of Namami Gange, 03 March 2017

In its effort to make Namami Gange programme a 
mass movement with the involvement of more and 
more voluntary organisations, National Mission for 

Clean Ganga under Ministry of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation signed a MoU with 
Rotary India in New Delhi. 
Rotary India will support clean Ganga mission through 
their WASH in Schools program in various schools. The 
program includes the implementation of Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene services in the targeted government schools 
and sensitizing all the stakeholders including school 
children, teachers, school management communities and 
communities etc. on practicing positive health behaviors for 
improving awareness on sanitation. This will be achieved 
through an integrated learning environment and enabling 
children to serve as agents of change for their siblings and 
communities at large. Rotary India has planned to undertake 
WASH in Schools programme in 20,000 Government 
Schools. 
It may be recalled that Union Minister for Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation Uma Bharti has 
been advocating the involvement of voluntary organization 
and NGOs into the Namami Gange programme to make it 
a mass movement. 



#Mahendra’s

NEWS BYTES NATIONAL

35

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

The MoU will pave the way for integrating the theme of 
Ganga Rejuvenation with Rotary’s program of WASH 
which is to be undertaken in government schools and 
communities located along the river Ganga in the states of 
Bihar, Jharkhand and Nadia District of West Bengal and 
other states where Rotary has a strong presence. It will 
undertake activities and campaigns to create awareness 
in schools and communities about Ganga rejuvenation 
and thereby reducing the pollution flowing into the river. 
The emphasis will be on public outreach and community 
participation. The MoU shall remain in force for two years. 
The collaboration between NMCG and Rotary is a significant 
step in involving various stake holders and communities 
in Ganga Rejuvenation. The collaboration would initially 
focus on synergizing the strength of Rotary International 
for Ganga Rejuvenation without any additional financial 
commitment from NMCG. 
The MoU was signed by Director General, National Mission 
for Clean Ganga UP Singh and Vice Chairman of Rotary 
India PT Prabhakar.

President’s Standard and Colours Presenta-
tion to MTI and 125 (H) SQN at Air Force 
Station Tambaram, 04 March 2017

President of India and Supreme Commander of Indian 
Armed Forces, Pranab Mukherjee awarded the 
Prestigious President’s Standard and Colours to 125 

Helicopter Squadron and Mechanical Training Institute 
(MTI) respectively, during a grand ceremonial parade 
held at Air Force Station Tambaram. The Commanding 
Officer of 125 Helicopter Squadron Group Captain VD 
Badoni and Commanding Officer of MTI Group Captain 
A Arunachaleswaran received the President’s Standard and 
Colours respectively. 

The ceremonial parade was commanded by Group Captain 
A Arunachaleswaran. The President also released First Day 
Covers of 125 Helicopter Squadron and Mechanical Training 
Institute at the function. There was a spectacular display of 
precision and daredevilry by the Air Warriors drill team. 
Fly past consisting of Mi-35 and Mi-17 Helicopters, Pilatus 
and Kiran trainer aircraft was synchronized with significant 
events of the parade. The grand ceremony concluded with 
a breathtaking air show demonstrated by Surya Kiran 
Aerobatic Team (SKAT), which won the admiration of one 
and all. 
The Governor of Tamil Nadu and Senior Government 
officials from Tamil Nadu Administration, Air Chief 
Marshal BS Dhanoa, Chief of the Air Staff, Air Marshal 
C Hari Kumar, Air Officer Commanding –in- Chief, 
Western Air Command, Air Marshal SRK Nair, Air Officer 
Commanding –in-Chief, Training Command along with 
other Senior Defence and Civilian dignitaries were present 
on the occasion. 
Over the last eight decades, the IAF has emerged as an 
immensely professional and combat-ready force. It has 
achieved distinction in defending our skies and delivering 
vital humanitarian aid and disaster relief. The brave men 
and women in blue have displayed incredible courage and 
determination in the discharge of their duties, acquitting 
themselves with great confidence. The ongoing process 
of modernization will transform the IAF into an even 
more potent and strategic force that can take on all future 
challenges. The IAF will remain ever vigilant in protecting 
our skies and continue to maintain its cherished standards 
of excellence. 

INS Viraat decommissioned, 07 March 2017 

Indian Navy’s oldest warship INS Viraat retired after 
nearly six decades in service. Amid various proposals 
for the ship’s future after retirement is to sink it and 

convert it into a major tourist attraction for divers. 
The INS Viraat, the former HMC Hermes of the Royal 
British Navy, was built during World War II and joined the 
Indian Navy in 1986.
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Admiral Lanba said INS Viraat would not be headed for the 
scrapyard before four to six months,he also shared that he 
have some other proposal in my mind, which he will put 
forward and see what happens.
One proposal could be that we convert her into a marine 
museum by taking her to one of our major tourist harbors 
and sink her in the water and make her into a dive site where 
some aircraft carriers have been put to rest also and she 
would be there as a legacy.
If no buyer is found for the ship in four months, he said, it 
will be broken and sold for scrap. 
The Andhra Pradesh government had proposed the idea of 
converting the old ship into a museum, but the project will 
cost almost Rs. 1,000 crore.
INS Viraat has spent 30 years in the Navy after 27 years in 
the Royal Navy.
Sea Harrier fighters, Sea King and Kamov helicopters took 
off from the ship, which has sailed nearly 11 lakh km, 
enough to cover the globe 27 times.
INS Viraat played a major role in 1989 in the Sri Lankan 
peace keeping operation and was also used during the 
Operation Parakram after the 2001 parliament attack.
In the heart of the old steam ship, temperatures often rose 
to 60 degrees during operations, said officers. This part of 
the ship was constructed before the Second World War and 
mostly remains unchanged even decades later.

India’s First Cybersecurity Startup Hub set 
up, 07 March 2017

Amrita University has set up what it claimed was 
India’s first start-up hub to focus exclusively on 
cybersecurity. 

The Technology Business Incubator and the university’s 
Center for Cybersecurity Systems and Networks have 
come together for this initiative, which will bring together 

research, funding and industry on the same platform to 
build the next wave of cybersecurity startups in India. 
The new ‘Amrita University Cybersecurity Startup Hub’ 
would enable to usher in a new era of innovation, research 
and startups in the field of cybersecurity, helping Amrita 
meet a critical national need.

INS Tillanchang commissioned at Karwar,  
10 March 2017

INS Tillanchang, a Water Jet Fast Attack Craft (WJFAC) 
was commissioned into the Indian Navy by Vice 
Admiral Girish Luthra, the Flag Officer Commanding-

in-Chief Western Naval Command, at Karwar.
INS Tillanchang is the third ship of four follow-on WJFAC 
built by the Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers 
(GRSE) Kolkata. 
The first two ships of the class, IN ships Tarmugli and 
Tihayu were commissioned in 2016 and are based at 
Visakhapatnam. The ship has been indigenously designed 
and built and is an upgrade from the Chetlat class of Fast 
Attack Craft that the Indian Navy possesses.

Parliament passes bill to raise maternity leave 
to 26 weeks, 10 March 2017 
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Parliament approved a bill granting women working 
in the organised sector paid maternity leave of 26 
weeks, up from 12 weeks now, a decision which will 

benefit around 1.8 million women.
The law will apply to all establishments employing 10 or 
more people and the entitlement will be for the first two 
children. For the third child, the entitlement will be 12 
weeks.
With this, India becomes the country with the third highest 
maternity leave. Canada and Norway grant 50 weeks and 44 
weeks respectively as paid maternity leave.
The Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill, 2016 was passed 
by Lok Sabha. Rajya Sabha had passed it in August last 
year.
The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 protects the employment 
of women during the time of her maternity and entitles her 
full paid absence from work to take care of her child.
Among other things, the bill provides for 12 weeks of 
maternity leave to a woman who legally adopts a child 
under three months of age and a commissioning mother 
(defined as a biological mother) who uses her egg to have a 
surrogate child.

Jaitley gets charge of Defence Ministry after 
Parrikar resigns, 15 March 2017

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley was given the additional 
charge of the Defence Ministry after Manohar 
Parrikar resigned to take on the new role of Goa 

Chief Minister
A Rashtrapati Bhawan communique said that the resignation 
of Parrikar as the Defence Minister, on advice of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, has been accepted with immediate 
effect

This is the second time that Jaitley is holding the additional 
portfolio of Defence Ministry during the present NDA 
government.
He was incharge of the ministry earlier from May 26 to 
November 9 in 2014.

Union Cabinet approves National Health 
Policy, 16 March 2017

The government approved the National Health Policy 
which proposes to provide “assured health services 
to all” in the country.

Government sources said the Union Cabinet chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave its nod to the policy 
which has been pending for the last two years.
Health Ministry sources said that in a major policy shift, the 
policy increases the gambit of sectors covered in the Primary 
Health Centre (PHC) level and envisages a comprehensive 
approach.

NSDC, Amazon India team up for Nagaland 
women entrepreneurs, 17 March 2017

The National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) 
has partnered with Amazon India to drive digital 
literacy among women entrepreneurs in Nagaland.



#Mahendra’s MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

NEWS BYTES NATIONAL

38

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

The initiative will enable them to sell their products 
internationally, Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 
Minister Rajiv Pratap Rudy said in a written reply to the 
Rajya Sabha.
Amazons Project Saheli aims to empower women 
entrepreneurs by enabling them to use Amazons platform to 
showcase and sell their products using Amazons marketing 
tools to tell their story.
To a separate question, the minister said that under Pradhan 
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), 19.8 lakh 
candidates have been trained throughout the country.

Inauguration of 3 Day International Buddhist 
Conference at Rajgir, 18 March 2017

The three days “International Buddhist Conference” 
organized by Ministry of Culture and Nava Nalanda 
Mahaviahra, Deemed University was inaugurated 

by His Holiness The Dalai Lama and Dr.Mahesh Sharma, 
Minister of Culture and Tourism at Rajgir International 
Buddhist Conference, Bihar. 
Shri N.K. Sinha, Secretary M/o Culture and Shri M.L. 
Shrivastava, Vice-Chancellor, Nava Nalanda Mahaviahra 
Deemed University were present on the occasion. It was 
followed by the chanting of Mangala Path(Holy Sutra) by 
the Monks.
His Holiness the Dalai Lama in his inaugural address said 
that all religious traditions should sit in harmony to know 
the truth which is always unchanged. That will help the 
country as well as the World in attaining peace through 
love and compassion which form the core of Buddhism. He 
said that we should not only read about the Buddha and his 
teachings but we should also experience and experiment it 
in our lives. He said that like violence, compassion is the 
basic makeup of human being. 
He emphasized on the refinement of our emotions. The 
negative emotions that generate within us keep us plagued 
and diseased. Therefore, we must purify our mind especially 
through Vipasssana Meditation which is of explanatory 
kind. He lauded India’s rich religious and philosophical 
traditions.  He reminded us of the Heart Sutra that Buddha 
had delivered at Rajgir.
Dr. Mahesh Sharma in his speech said that he was overjoyed 
to come to Nalanda, the holy land of wisdom. He said that 
the most of the holy places related to Buddha’s like are there 
either in U.P or Bihar. He welcomed the delegates coming 
from all parts of the world and hoped the conference will 
prove seminal in the sense that it will pass on to posterity 
some message.
 Shri N.K Sinha, Secretary, M/o Culture welcomed His 
Holiness and the Minister and all the delegates coming from 
35 countries of the World. He said it was proudest moment 

for him to extend welcome to His Holiness, a living legend 
of Buddhism in the World. He mentioned the efforts of 
Ministry of Culture in getting the World heritage site status 
to the Ancient University of Nalanda. Vice-chancellor 
Shri M.L. Srivastava, who is also the Joint Secretary in 
the Ministry, presented a brief history of Nava Nalanda 
Mahaviahara, Nalanda and also explained the context of the 
Conference. He expressed hope that the Mahavihara would 
try hard to carry the heavy weight legacy of the Ancient 
University of Nalanda.
There were two highlights of the inaugural session. One is 
the release of the reprint of the Pali Tripitaka in Devanagri 
script by His Holiness the Dalai lama. 
The second highlight was the announcement of the opening 
of the department of the Buddhist science for the first time 
in Asia. His Holiness expressed happiness for the opening 
of the new department because it will hopefully study 
Buddhism in comparation with science.

Prabhu flags off indigenously built Medha 
rake, 18 March 2017

Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu flagged off the 
first indigenously built Medha rake on the western 
corridor of the city.

“We are proud to have built this rake under the Make 
in India campaign. We are working on various railway 
projects worth Rs 51,000 crore for the people of Mumbai 
city, besides projects worth Rs 1.36 lakh crore are underway 
for the state of Maharashtra,” Prabhu said in his speech.
Two Medha rakes were on a trial mode since last two years 
and have been designed and built at the Integral Coach 
Factory in Chennai.
The seats of these trains are ergonomically designed for 
better seating comfort of the passengers. The cost of each 
Medha rake is Rs 43.23 crore, as against Rs 44.36 crore 
spent for Bombardier rakes.
Prabhu said his ministry was on a “mission mode” to 
transform the Railways.

Navniti Prasad Singh sworn-in as Kerala HC 
Chief Justice, 18 March 2017

Justice Navniti Prasad Singh sworn-in as the new Chief 
Justice of the Kerala High Court.
Singh, earlier, served as a judge at the Bihar High 

Court.
Justice Singh was administered the oath of office by Kerala 
Governor P Sathasivam at Raj Bhavan.
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, his cabinet members and 
top officials were present at the ceremony.
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Telangana Govt signs MoU with NABARD 
for Rs 874-crore loan, 21 February 2017

The Telangana Government signed a MoU with 
NABARD for a loan of Rs 874 crore to the Horticulture 
Development Corporation to cover 3.15 lakh acres 

under Micro Irrigation scheme for 2016-17 and 2017-18.
A Government release quoted Agriculture Secretary 
Parthasarathi as saying agriculture in the state is rain-fed and 
about 42.82 lakh acres depend on borewells for irrigation.

Maruti Suzuki India sets up 4th water ATM 
in Manesar, 22 February 2017

Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) said it has inaugurated 
its fourth drinking water project at Bas Hariya 
village, Manesar. 

The water ATM set up by the car maker has a capacity to 
generate 1,000 litres of purified water per hour.
With this fourth community drinking water plant in Manesar, 
the company will be generating and supplying a total of 
96,000 litres of pure drinking water, benefiting over 7,000 
households.  
Earlier, the company had set up three water ATMs in Kasan, 
Dhana and Bus Khusla villages of Manesar.

Shurhozelie Liezitsu sworn in as Nagaland 
Chief Minister, 23 February 2017

Nagaland People’s Front (NPF) president Shurhozelie 
Liezitsu has been sworn in as the new Nagaland 
Chief Minister. Shurhozelie Liezeitsu was invited by 
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Governor P B Acharya to form the next government after the 
ruling Democratic Alliance of Nagaland (DAN) unanimously 
elected him leader of its legislature party.
T R Zeliang had stepped down as Chief Minister in the wake 
of violent protests that broke out when his government wanted 
to hold municipal elections with 33 per cent reservation for 
women.
Various tribal groups opposed the civic elections on the 
ground that certain provisions of Nagaland Municipal Act 
framed under Article 243(T) of the Constitution allegedly 
infringed upon Naga tradition and customs that are protected 
under Article 371(A).
Shurhozelie, an eight time MLA, did not contested assembly 
elections in 2013 and will now have to get elected through a 
by election within six months.
Meanwhile, Nagaland Tribes Action Committee and Joint 
Coordination Committee (JCC), which spearheaded the 
agitation against the Zeliang-led government, have decided 
to call off an indefinite bandh with has paralyzed the state 
since it implementation on January, 30. Shurhozelie, has held 
the office of the Education Minister in state government and 
has also been associated with policy making and is credited 
with introducing the Compact Area Development Scheme, 
later named Local Area Development Fund, in Nagaland.
Shurhozelie has also authored four novels and several 
collections of poetry, he has also written dictionaries and 
books related to Tenyidie language and biographies and 
essays. He is also the first to have been conferred a DLit 
(honorary) by the Nagaland University in 2003.

Sumit Mullick appointed as Maharashtra 
Chief Secy, 27 February 2017

Senior IAS officer Sumit Mullick was appointed as the 
Chief Secretary of Maharashtra. 
He will succeed Swadheen Kshatriya, who was due for 

retirement on January 31, but was given a month’s extension.
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis signed the file on Mullick, 
an official from the CMO said. 

Mullick, a 1982 batch IAS officer is Additional Chief 
Secretary (ACS) and currently serving as the Chief Protocol 
Officer in the General Administration department. 
He had earlier served as the Divisional Commissioner of 
Amravati and worked as Secretary of School Education. 
He was also Secretary to the Governor. 
Mullick is the senior most bureaucrat in the state after 
Kshatriya and will retire in April 2018.

India’s first heliport becomes operational in 
Delhi, 01 March 2017

India’s first dedicated heliport built at a cost of Rs 100 
crore for flying in and out of Delhi to nearby areas in 
choppers became operational. 

Civil Aviation Minister Ashok Gajapathi Raju inaugurated 
the state-of-the-art heliport at Rohini in north Delhi, saying 
this is the first such integrated facility in South Asia.
The heliport that is expected to reduce congestion at the 
IGI Airport would also provide air connectivity to nearby 
pilgrimage centres besides medical emergency evacuation 
services. 
Set up at an investment of about Rs 100 crore by the Pawan 
Hans Ltd, the heliport is spread over an area of 25 acres 
and consists of a terminal building having capacity for 
150 passengers, four hangars with parking capacity for 16 
helicopters and nine parking bays. 
Also, it has maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) facility 
for the upkeep of Pawan Hans fleet as well as for third-party 
maintenance work. 
Pawan Hans Ltd is a joint venture between the Central 
Government and ONGC with the former holding 51 per cent 
stake and latter the rest 49 per cent. 

Ola inks pact with MP govt to train 25,000 
people, 04 March 2017 

Taxi-hailing app Ola has signed an agreement with the 
Madhya Pradesh government to impart training to 
about 25,000 people.
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The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed 
with Madhya Pradesh State Skill Development Mission 
(MPSSDM) and Directorate of Skill Development (Technical 
Education and Skill Development Department).
The move is part of Ola’s target of skilling 50 lakh drivers 
by 2020.

India’s tallest Tricolor hoisted at Attari 
border in Punjab, 06 March 2017 

The tallest national flag in the country measuring 360 
feet was hoisted at the Attari-Wagah joint checkpost 
in Punjab. Earlier, the record was held by the one in 

Ranchi which is 293 feet high. The new flag can be seen from 
Lahore in Pakistan.
The flag is 120 feet in length, 80 feet in breadth and is hosted 
on a pole which is 360 feet high. The concrete base is 30 
feet in length and another 30 feet in breadth. The foundation 
has been designed in such a way that the flag will be able to 
withstand high velocity winds up to 180 km an hour.
Punjab Local Bodies Minister and senior BJP leader Anil 
Joshi hoisted the flag. 
The cost of the project, borne by the Amritsar Improvement 
Trust, was around Rs 3.6 crore.

Tata Trusts, Tripura govt ink MoU to tackle 
anemia concerns, 08 March 2017 

Tata Trusts said it has signed an agreement with Tripura 
government to address iron and iodine deficiencies 
prevalent amongst the local population in the state.

In Tripura 48.3 per cent of children, 54.5 per cent women and 
24.7 per cent of men are diagnosed anemic.
Under the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) Tata Trusts 
will provide Tripura government with technical assistance to 
identify suppliers of Double Fortified Salt (DFS) that follow 
strict compliances and guidelines set out by Food Safety and 
Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), liaise with the local 
machinery and design communication campaigns to adopt 
DFS and nutrition-rich foods.
At present, the DFS salt will be available through government 
programs that reach mothers, both expectant and new young 
children and adolescent girls, who are most at risk of iron and 
iodine deficiencies.
The incorporation of DFS in mid-day meals, Aanganwadis 
and PHCs is the first step to better nutrition in Tripura. Going 
ahead, DFS will also be available for purchase at a subsidised 
rate to the many more families of Tripura through the Public 
Distribution System (PDS).

Manohar Parrikar appointed Goa chief min-
ister, 15 March 2017 

Manohar Parrikar has been appointed the chief 
minister of Goa by the state’s Governor, Mridula 
Sinha. Parrikar will step down from the post of 

Defence Minister.
After garnering support from independent candidates and 
small parties, the BJP now claims the support of a total of 22 
MLAs in Goa. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi appointed Parrikar as defence 
minister in November 2014.
Parrikar was first elected to the Legislative Assembly in 
1994. He was the leader of the opposition between June to 
November 1999.



#Mahendra’s

NEWS BYTES STATE

42

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

BJP leader Biren Singh sworn in as Manipur 
Chief Minister, 16 March 2017 

BJP leader N. Biren Singh was sworn in as the Chief 
Minister of Manipur. Governor Najma Heptulla 
administered the oath of office and secrecy to Singh 

at Raj Bhavan in state capital, Imphal.
Y. Joykumar Singh of the National People’s Party was sworn 
in as Deputy Chief Minister at the Raj Bhawan in Imphal.

Amarinder sworn-in as Punjab CM,   
17 March 2017 

Amarinder Singh was sworn-in as the Chief Minister 
of Punjab.
He was administered oath of office and secrecy 

by Punjab Governor V.P. Singh Badnore at an impressive 
ceremony at the Punjab Raj Bhawan.
This is the second time that Amarinder, 75, has become Chief 
Minister of the state. He was earlier in office from 2002 to 
2007.

First Airbus Training Centre in Asia to be set 
up in New Delhi, 18 March 2017

Airbus is setting up a Greenfield training facility at 
Aerocity, New Delhi, to support India’s growing 
need for Airbus aircraft pilots and maintenance en-

gineers. The ground-breaking for the Airbus India Training 
Centre was performed by P. Ashok Gajapathi Raju, Minister 
of Civil Aviation and Tom Enders, CEO, Airbus in the pres-
ence of Jayant Sinha, Minister of State for Civil Aviation.
The Minister of Civil Aviation, P. Ashok Gajapathi Raju 
said that India’s rapidly growing passenger aircraft fleet 
must be matched by adequate availability of skilled pilots 
and maintenance engineers. Airbus’ pilot and maintenance 
engineering training center is the type of facility which will 
help augment the talent pool of such personnel and thus be 
a force multiplier for the Indian aviation sector. He also 
wanted Airbus to think of creating MRO facility in India to 
take forward the Make in India policy of the Government, 
as this would create employment opportunity.
Tom Enders, CEO, Airbus said that we have only scratched 
the surface when it comes to the growth of civil aviation in 
India. This training centre will be the first such facility fully 
owned by us in Asia.  It is a symbol of our enduring partner-
ship with this country.
India is the fastest growing domestic aviation market in the 
world and is expected to continue to grow at an annualised 
9.3% over the next 20 years, outpacing the world average of 
4.6%.   The number of trips per capita in India is expected 
to quadruple by 2035 due to a combination of economic and 
demographic factors.  
To cater to this huge demand, Airbus forecasts a require-
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ment for at least 1,600 new passenger and freighter aircraft 
by 2035.  The consequent increase in Indian in-service 
aircraft fleet will lead to an accompanying need for over 
24,000 new pilots and maintenance engineers.   
The almost 7000 m2 Airbus India Training Centre will be 
built in a modular concept in order to become operational 
by end-2018 with two A320 full flight simulators, increas-
ing to four and potentially to six simulators in due course. It 
will start with an initial capacity to train over 800 pilots and 
200 maintenance engineers annually.  The centre will cater 
primarily to Airbus operators in India and the region. Airbus 
has more than 250 aircraft in service in India and over 570 
are on order by Indian airlines.

Trivendra Singh Rawat sworn in as Uttara-
khand CM, 18 March 2017

BJP leader Trivendra Singh Rawat was sworn in as 
Uttarakhand Chief Minister. 
Governor K K Paul administered the oath of office 

and secrecy to 56-year-old Rawat, a former RSS pracharak, 
and nine ministers at a ceremony attended by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, BJP chief Amit Shah and other national 
and state party leaders.
Satpal Maharaj, Harak Singh Rawat, Madan Kaushik, Ar-
vind Pandey, Subodh Uniyal, Yashpal Arya and Prakash 
Pant have been made Cabinet ministers. 
Rekha Arya and Dhan Singh Rawat took oath as ministers 
of state. 
The BJP decimated the Congress in the Assembly election, 
winning 57 of the 70 seats. 
Coupled with his administrative and organisational skills 
and experience, Rawat’s loyalty to the party and RSS ideol-
ogy catapulted him to the top post in the state. 
Rawat was appointed the party’s national secretary in 2013. 
He was later made co-incharge of the party’s affairs in Ut-

tar Pradesh in 2014. He was BJP in-charge of Jharkhand 
ahead of the crucial assembly election, a responsibility he 
discharged well to further strengthen the party leadership’s 
trust in him. 
He had wrested the Doiwala seat from Congress with an im-
pressive margin of 24,869 votes to win it for the third time.

Yogi Adityanath takes oath as Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath, a five-time parliamentarian was 
sworn in as the 21st Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. 
The swearing-in happened in Lucknow after the BJP 

won a landslide mandate in the assembly elections.  
His two deputies in Keshav Prasad Maurya, the party’s UP 
chief, and Dinesh Sharma, Lucknow’s Mayor also took oath. 
Mr Sharma is credited with leading the party’s membership 
drive in the state.
He has been winning the Gorakhpur seat since 1998 and is 
the head priest of Gorakhnath Math. The politician-priest 
with his shaven head and trademark saffron robe has been 
the party’s Hindutva mascot and consistently commissions 
headlines, usually because of his controversial statements.
Also among the ministers were six women and cricketer-
turned-BJP politician Mohsin Raza, the sole Muslim. The 
swearing-in ceremony took place at Lucknow’s Smriti 
Upwan Park.
Others who attended the swearing in+ included the BJP’s 
Amit Shah, LK Advani, Rajnath Singh, Venkaiah Naidu, 
Murli Manohar Joshi and Nitin Gadkari.
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. Trump picks Lt Gen McMaster as new 
national security advisor.

2. Hug appointed as Consul General of 
Switzerland in Bengaluru.

3. Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev 
names wife as vice-president.

4. Queensland University of Technology, 
IIT Madras to undertake joint applied 
research.

5. 9th BRICS Summit to be held in Sept in 
China’s Xiamen city.

6. India, Bangladesh sign MoU for develop-
ment of Sylhet.

7. India, ADB ink $375 mn loan pact for 
industrial corridor.

8. India clears Rs 17,000-crore mega mis-
sile deal with Israel.

9. Normani Kordei named American can-
cer  
society global ambassador.

10. India, Ukraine to strengthen bilateral 
ties through cinema.

11. World Bank to provide $63 million loan 
for ‘Tejaswini’ project.

12. Indo-Oman joint military exercise to 
begin from March 6.

13. South Korea, US forces begin joint mili-
tary drills.

14. Sudan’s Bashir appoints PM for first 
time since coup.

15. Iran tests sophisticated Russian-made air 
defense system.

INTERNATONAL Trump picks Lt Gen McMaster as new nation-
al security advisor, 21 February 2017

US President Donald Trump has appointed Lt Gen 
Herbert Raymond McMaster as his new national 
security advisor following the ouster of Michael 

Flynn .
Making the announcement at his Mar-a-Lago residence in 
Florida , Trump described McMaster, currently Director 
of the Army Capabilities Integration Center, as “a man of 
tremendous talent and tremendous experience.”
Flynn had been forced out by Trump after revelations that 
he misled Vice President Mike Pence about discussing 
sanctions with Russia’s ambassador to the US during the 
presidential transition. Trump had described this as a matter 
of trust and not of any wrongdoing.
The acting national security advisor, Gen (retd) Keith 
Kellogg, will now serve as Trumps national Security 
Council chief of staff.

Hug appointed as Consul General of Switzer-
land in Bengaluru, 22 February 2017

Swiss government said Sebastien Hug has been 
appointed as the Consul General of Switzerland in 
Bengaluru.

He would also be the head of swissnex India -- an initiative 
of Swiss government to facilitate exchanges between the 
two countries in the areas of science, education, art and 
innovation.
Hug will take up the post in November this year. 
Swissnex India is a part of the Consulate General of 
Switzerland in Bangalore.
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Azerbaijan President Ilham Aliyev names 
wife as vice-president, 22 February 2017 

Azerbaijan’s president Ilham Aliyev has named his 
wife as his deputy, tightening the family’s grip on 
power in the small former Soviet oil-producing 

state.
Mehriban Aliyeva will become Azerbaijan’s first vice-
president, Mr Aliyev said in a decree issued that did not 
detail her responsibilities but effectively installed the first 
lady as the country’s second most powerful person and 
consolidated her position as a frontrunner to succeed her 
husband.
Energy-rich Azerbaijan has been controlled by the Aliyev 
family for most of the past five decades. Mr Aliyev’s father 
Heydar was head of the country’s governing Communist 
party before becoming president of the post-Soviet republic 
in 1993. 
His son took over as leader in 2003.
Mrs Aliyeva, who  attended a meeting of the country’s 
Security Council, hailed the support of her husband in 
accepting the position.

Queensland University of Technology, IIT 
Madras to undertake joint applied research, 
23 February 2017 

A top Australian university has signed an agreement 
with IIT Madras to undertake joint applied research 
in information security, combustion and health 

technologies. 
Queensland University of Technology (QUT) and Indian 
Institute of Technology Madras have executed an agreement 
to undertake joint applied research that is highly relevant to 
the industry. 
The partnership between the two educational institutions 
began in 2006 in information security and has expanded to 
include collaboration in other disciplines. A joint doctorate 
degree programme agreement was concluded in 2016. 

9th BRICS Summit to be held in Sept in 
China’s Xiamen city, 24 February 2017

The ninth BRICS Summit will be held in Chinas 
Xiamen city from September 3-5, State Councilor 
Yang Jiechi said.

“The theme of this year’s event is BRICS: Stronger 
Partnership for a Brighter Future,” he said while addressing 
the First Sherpa Meeting of the summit in Nanjing.
BRICS group include following countries: Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa.

India, Bangladesh sign MoU for development 
of Sylhet, 26 February 2017
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India agreed to provide financial assistance to Bangladesh 
for the sustainable development of Sylhet, a north-
eastern Bangladeshi city.

Under the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed, 
three development projects would be taken up in Sylhet.
The MoU was signed by Additional Secretary of the 
Economic Relations Division Shah Md. Aminul Haque, 
Sylhet City Corporation CEO Enamul Habib and Indian 
High Commissioner Harsh Vardhan Shringla in Sylhet.
The signing was the follow-up of an earlier MoU which 
was signed by India and Bangladesh in April 2013 for the 
implementation of sustainable development projects in 
socio- economic sectors of Bangladesh.
Under the project in Sylhet, the Indian government will 
provide financial aid for the construction of a five-storey 
Kinder Garten and High School Building, a six-storey 
cleaner colony building; and for some development work 
in Dhupa Dighirpar area at a total cost of around Taka 240 
million.

India & ADB ink $375 mn loan pact for in-
dustrial corridor, 26 February 2017

India and ADB have signed USD 375 million pact for 
loans and grants to develop 800-km Visakhapatnam-
Chennai Industrial Corridor, which is the first phase of a 

planned 2,500-km East Coast Economic Corridor. 
ADB had last September approved USD 631 million in 
loans and grants for the industrial corridor. 
The Asian Development Bank said in a statement that it 
approved loans comprising a USD 500 million multitranche 
facility to build key infrastructure in the four main centers 
along the corridor -- Visakhapatnam, Kakinada, Amaravati, 
and Yerpedu-Srikalahasti in Andhra Pradesh. 

India clears Rs 17,000-crore mega missile deal 
with Israel, 26 February 2017

A Rs 17,000 crore deal has been cleared by the 
government for jointly developing with Israel a 
medium-range surface-to-air missile (MR-SAM) for 

the army, reflecting India’s fast-growing defence ties with 
the Jewish nation. The project will be implemented by the 
DRDO (Defence Research and Development Organization) 
and Israeli Aircraft Industry (IAI).
The approval for the deal comes ahead of a possible visit of 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Israel later this year. 2017 
marks the 25th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic 
ties between the two countries.
A meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Security, chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the missile deal. 
The MR-SAM, a land-based version of the long-range 
surface-to-air missile (LRSAM) for the navy, will have a 
strike range of up 70 km.

Normani Kordei named American cancer  
society global ambassador, 27 February 2017

Fifth Harmony star Normani Kordei has been named a 
global ambassador for the American Cancer Society. 
The singer has partnered with charity bosses to raise 

awareness about breast cancer screenings and HPV (human 
papillomavirus) vaccines.
The 20-year-old singer said the organisation’s work is 
something she can really relate to.
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India, Ukraine to strengthen bilateral ties 
through cinema, 28 February 2017

India and Ukraine agreed to strengthen the bilateral 
cooperation between the two countries through the 
medium of cinema.

The cooperation would be worked out through a policy and 
institutional framework to showcase films through festivals 
and utilizing the Film Facilitation Office (FFO) platform 
established by India, an official statement said.
The screening of films with subtitles was also discussed in 
order to reach out to people.
These issues were discussed during a meeting between 
Information and Broadcasting Minister M Venkaiah Naidu 
and a Ukrainian delegation led by Iurii Artemenko, Member 
of the Parliament of Ukraine and Chairman of the National 
Council of Television and Radio Broadcasting of Ukraine.
Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting 
Rajyavardhan Rathore was also present.
Naidu also apprised the delegation about the FFO recently 
set up in the Ministry to facilitate single window clearance 
for film makers.
The FFO acts as a facilitation point for film producers and 
assist them in obtaining requisite permissions, disseminate 
information on shooting locales as well as the facilities 
available with the Indian film industry for production or 
post production.

World Bank to provide $63 million loan for 
‘Tejaswini’ project, 28 February 2017

The World Bank will provide $63 million loan to India 
to empower 6.8 lakh adolescent girls in Jharkhand 
under the ‘Tejaswini’ project. A Financing Agreement 

for International Development Association (IDA) credit of 
USD 63 million (equivalent) for the “Tejaswini: Socio-
Economic Empowerment of Adolescent Girls and Young 
Women Project” was signed between the bank and the 
government.
The project will be delivered in 17 districts of Jharkhand. It 
has three main component — expanding social, educational 
and economic opportunities; intensive service delivery; and 
state capacity-building and implementation support.
The closing date for the project is June 30, 2021.

Indo-Oman joint military exercise to begin 
from March 6, 01 March 2017

In an effort to build bilateral military-to-military relations 
and skills, a 14-day joint defence exercise Al-Nagah-
II between the armies of India and Oman will begin in 

Himachal Pradesh from March 6.
Indo-Oman Joint Army Exercise AL NAGAH-II 2017 will 
be conducted between the Indian and Oman Army from 6 to 
19 March in the Dhauladhar Ranges at Bakloh in Himachal 
Pradesh.
This is the second joint military exercise between the two 
countries which have a history of extensive cooperation in 
the defence arena, the first one was held in Oman in January 
2015.

South Korea & US forces begin joint military 
drills, 01 March 2017

South Korea and the United States kicked off their 
annual, massive military exercise, ‘Key Resolve and 
Foal Eagle’.
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Participation in the joint exercises -- known as ‘Key Resolve 
and Foal Eagle’ -- is similar to last year.
The 2016 drills involved 300,000 South Korean and around 
17,000 US troops, as well as strategic US naval vessels and 
air force assets. 
The spokesman said 3,600 US troops have been deployed 
for the Foal Eagle exercises.

Sudan’s Bashir appoints PM for first time 
since coup, 02 March 2017 

Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir has appointed a 
top aide as prime minister, reinstating a post he had 
abolished after coming to power in a 1989 coup. 

Bakri Hassan Saleh was named prime minister by the 
executive bureau of Bashir’s National Congress Party 
(NCP).
Sudanese lawmakers voted in December to reinstate the 
post of prime minister.

Iran tests sophisticated Russian-made air 
defense system, 04 March 2017

Iran successfully test-fired a sophisticated Russian-made 
air defense system.
The report said the test of the S-300 system came during 

a recent military exercise named Damvand, the name of 
Iran’s highest mountain.
It said the test targeted various flying objects including 
missiles. With a range of up to 200 kilometers (125 miles) 
the S-300 is capable of simultaneously tracking and striking 
multiple targets.
State TV aired footage of the missiles launching from the 
back of trucks. It said the test was carried out in Iran’s 
central desert.
Russia delivered the S-300 system to Iran in 2016, nearly 10 
years after the initial contract had been signed. Iran signed 
the $800 million contract to buy the S-300 missile system 
in 2007, but Russia suspended their delivery three years 
later because of strong objections from the United States 
and Israel.
In 2016 a landmark nuclear deal between Iran and world 
powers went into practice under which Iran limited its 
nuclear activities in return for the lifting of sanctions.

Cabinet approves pact on clean energy with 
Portugal, 07 March 2017

The Centre approved a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) on renewable energy signed with Portugal. 
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has given its ex-post facto approval for 
signing of a MoU on Renewable Energy between India and 
Portugal. The MoU was signed on January 6, 2017 in New 
Delhi.
The MoU will help strengthen bilateral cooperation between 
the countries.
Both sides aim to establish the basis for a cooperative 
institutional relationship to encourage and promote 
technical bilateral cooperation on new and renewable issues 
on the basis of mutual benefit equality and reciprocity.
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The MoU envisages constitution of a Joint Working Group 
which can co-opt other members from Scientific Institutions, 
Research Centres, Universities, or any other entity, as and 
when considered essential.

China to develop satellite-delivery rockets 
that launch from airplanes, 07 March 2017 

China will develop a new generation of rockets that 
can be launched into space from an aircraft. Air-
launched rockets can rapidly replace dysfunctional 

satellites or, in cases of disaster relief, quickly send up Earth 
observation satellites to assist in the effort, Li Tongyu, the 
head of carrier rocket development at the China Academy 
of Launch Vehicle Technology.
Engineers at the academy, which is the main developer of 
Chinese carrier rockets, have designed a model capable of 
sending a payload of about 100 kilograms into low Earth 
orbit.
They plan to design a larger rocket that could carry 200 kg 
into orbit.
Li was quoted as saying by state-run China Daily that the 
Y-20 strategic transport plane will be the carrier of these 
rockets. The jet will hold a rocket within its fuselage and 
release it at a certain altitude. The rocket will be ignited 
after it leaves the plane.

Nepal Prez inaugurates spiritual learning cen-
tre, 09 March 2017 

President Bidya Devi Bhandari inaugurated a spiritual 
learning centre in Nepal and said it would play a vital 
role in promoting religious harmony and tourism in 

the country.
Shashwatdham, situated in Dumkauli of Nawalparasi in 
south Nepal was inaugurated in the presence of Art of Living 
founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar and former King Gyanendra.

Inaugurating the centre, Bhandari said, the pilgrimage site 
would play an important role in promoting compassion and 
goodwill among people.

Iran successfully test-fires ballistic missile,  
10 March 2017 

Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) have 
successfully test-fired a domestically built Hormuz-2 
ballistic missile.

A floating target was destroyed from a distance of 250 
kilometers.
However, this missile is capable of engaging targets at a 
distance of up to 300 kilometers. 
Amir Ali Hajizadeh, commander of the IRGC’s Aerospace 
Force, was quoted as saying that the naval ballistic missile 
called Hormuz-2 has successfully destroyed a target that 
was 250 kilometers away.

Verma confirmed by Senate for top health 
post in Trump admin, 15 March 2017 

Seema Verma has been confirmed by the US Senate for 
a top health care position in the Trump administration, 
becoming the second Indian-American in the new 
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government to be approved by the upper chamber of the 
US Congress.
Verma, a leading health policy consultant, who has been 
described by the White House as the “unquestionably 
qualified” first generation Indian-American, was confirmed 
by the Senate by a vote of 55-43.
She is likely to play a key role in the health care reform 
of US President Donald Trump, who has made it a priority 
to repeal and replace the affordable healthcare of his 
predecessor Barack Obama.
The second Indian-American in the Trump Administration 
to be confirmed by the Senate, Verma would head the USD 
1 trillion Centers of Medicare and Medicaid Services that 
provides health services to 130 million people.
US Ambassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley was the 
first Indian-American Cabinet rank official to serve in any 
presidential administration.
The Senate vote on Verma’s confirmation was mostly on 
party lines.
A health policy consultant, she is known as the architect of 
health care reforms in several states, including Indiana.

Cabinet clears pact on capacity building be-
tween India-Namibia, 16 March 2017 

An agreement between India and Namibia on 
capacity building of officials was cleared by the 
Union Cabinet.

The memorandum of understanding will be signed between 
Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration, 
Mussoorie and Namibia Institute of Public Administration 
and Management in the field of capacity building of public 
officials of Namibia and other training activities for the 
benefit of both the institutes.

The Cabinet was also apprised of a MoU signed between 
India and Indonesia for cooperation in youth and sports 
matters, and Kyrgyz Republic for cooperation in the field 
of youth development.

The MoUs envisages organising youth exchange 
programmes with Indonesia and Kyrgyz Republic, and 
cooperation in other youth and sports related matters, a 
statement said.

Cabinet nod to signing Indo-Bangladesh pact 
on navigation aids, 16 March 2017 

The government approved signing of an agreement 
with Bangladesh for greater cooperation with regard 
to marine aids to navigation that includes advice on 

lighthouses and beacons besides vessel traffic service.

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has approved signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on Aids to Navigation (AtoNs) 
between the Directorate General of Lighthouses & 
Lightships (DGLL), Ministry of Shipping, Government 
of India and the Department of Shipping, Government of 
Bangladesh. 
The MoU envisages cooperation between Bangladesh and 
India for extending advice on lighthouses and beacons 
besides on vessel traffic service and chain of automatic 
identification system.
The pact will also cover training as per International 
Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse 
Authorities (IALA) training module to AtoN Managers and 
Technicians for Bangladesh.
The MoU will enable both the countries to collaborate in 
the areas that include providing advice on AtoNs, academic 
interaction by imparting training to AtoN personnel, and 
provide necessary cooperation in organising workshops/ 
conferences for enhancement of skills in AtoN field.

Pakistan successfully test-fires surface-to-sea 
missile, 17 March 2017 

Pakistan Navy said it conducted a successful test 
of a land-based anti-ship missile, bolstering the 
operational reach of the country’s navy to launch 

long-range, anti-ship missiles from land.
The trial of the missile was conducted from the coastal 
region and the missile secured a hit on a target placed at 
sea, a press release from the Navy said.
The missile is equipped with advanced technology and 
avionics, which enable engagement of targets at sea with a 
high degree of accuracy, it said without giving more details.
The test-launch was witnessed by Vice Chief of Naval Staff 
Admiral Khan Hasham Bin Saddique and senior officers of 
Pakistan Navy.
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Admiral Saddique commended the accomplishment of the 
objectives of the trial, the release said.
Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Zakaullah 
in his message said that the weapon system has added a 
new dimension to the operational reach of Pakistan Navy, 
allowing it to bolster seaward defences by giving the Navy 
the capability to launch long-range, anti-ship missiles from 
land.
On January 24, Pakistan had test-fired 2,200-km range 
indigenously-developed surface to surface nuclear-capable 
missile Ababeel. The missile is capable of delivering 
multiple warheads, using Multiple Independent Re-entry 
Vehicle (MIRV) technology.
The Ababeel test flight was aimed at validating various 
design and technical parameters of the weapon system.
During the same month, submarine-launched cruise missile 
Babur-III was successfully test-fired.

Australian research centre enters into agree-
ment with Indian Railways, 17 March 2017 

A railway research centre in Australia has entered into 
an agreement with the Indian Railways to support 
future research and technology development related 

to critical infrastructure in India.
Representatives from Monash University Institute of 
Railway Technology (IRT) and Dedicated Freight Corridor 
Corporation of India Limited (DFCCIL) run by the Ministry 
of Railways signed an agreement yesterday in New Delhi.
IRT with partners - Balaji Railroad Systems Ltd (BARSYL), 
leading railway consultants in India, PwC, and the Indian 
Institute of Technology Bombay (IITB) were selected as 
the preferred supplier from a competitive global selection 
process.

They will provide guidance on the establishment of a new 
applied research and development institute in India known 
as SRESTHA (Special Railway Establishment for Strategic 
Technology & Holistic Advancement).
SRESTHA will be locally engaged, but have a global reach 
with the aim to become a world leader in the advancement 
of rail.
Significantly, the project will provide guidance to the Indian 
Railways on international models that will be adapted to the 
railway environment in India.
IRT Director Ravi Ravitharan said the partnership will help 
advance railway technology both in India and around the 
world.
IRT is the premier track and vehicle railway research centre 
in Australia. 

India, Russia sign pacts for maintenance of 
Sukhoi jets, 18 March 2017 

India and Russia signed two key agreements for long-
term maintenance and technical support for Russian-
made Su-30MKI fighter jets of the Indian Air Force.

Currently, the IAF operates around 230 Su-30MKI fighter 
jets and according to the agreements, Russian defence 
majors United Aircraft Corporation and the United Engine 
Corporation will render technical support and provide 
maintenance services and spares for the fleet for a period 
of five years.
The pacts were signed between India’s Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) and the two Russian companies 
in presence of Defence Minister Arun Jaitley and Russia’s 
Industry and Trade Minister Denis Manturov.
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Jio & Uber forge a strategic partnership,   
21 February 2017

Reliance Jio announced a strategic partnership with 
cab aggregator Uber, which will start with allowing 
users to pay for their rides through a prepaid wallet 

launched by Reliance Industries.
The users of JioMoney, the wallet offered by Reliance 
Payment Solutions, will soon be able to request and pay for 
Uber rides from within the JioMoney app. 
Ubers newly inducted chief business officer for India 
Madhu Kannan said the partnership will “unlock synergies 
across two of the largest user bases in India.”
Through this strategic partnership we are looking to fast 
forward to digital solutions at scale for the Indian users.

Dish TV partners with ICICI Bank for digital 
payments, 22 February 2017

Direct-to-home operator Dish TV stated that it has 
tied-up with private lender ICICI Bank for digital 
payments.

This alliance with ICICI Bank through UPI will drive higher 
customer adoption and allow them to be a part of the digital 
economy. This will also aid our vastly spread customers 
with or without Internet access to recharge conveniently. 

Burning Topics of the Month

1. Jio, Uber forge a strategic partnership.

2. Dish TV partners with ICICI Bank for 
digital payments.

3. Centre clears Rs 5,700-cr hydro project 
to be set up in Nepal.

4. SBI Research pegs Q3 GDP growth at low 
5.8%; FY17 at 6.6%.

5. India’s GDP projected to slow to 6.6 per 
cent post-demonetization: IMF.

6. Sun Pharma opens first production unit 
in Egypt.

7. Bharti Airtel to buy Telenor’s India 
operations in Rs 7,000-cr deal.

8. ONGC board approves pact to acquire 
GSPC stake for $1.2 bn.

9. OECD cuts India growth to 7%, says 
India a star performer.

10. RBI sets up panel to review cyber threats.

11. Railways partners with India Post in 
parcel business.

12. India’s GDP grew 7% despite 
demonetisation, CSO data shows.

13. HDFC, ICICI, Axis banks will now charge 
you Rs 150 after 4 free transactions a 
month.

14. Manpasand ties up with IRCTC’s 
e-catering service.

15. Dr Reddy’s Lab acquires Kolkata-based 
NBFC.

ECONOMY
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Commenting on the tie-up ICICI Bank Senior General 
Manager and Head- Digital Channels Abonty Banerjee 
said that they are happy to be associated with Dish TV to 
launch a unique solution that enables customers to renew 
their subscriptions from ICICI Bank’s iMobile, Pockets and 
other UPI enabled apps like BHIM among others.

Centre clears Rs 5,700-cr hydro project to be 
set up in Nepal, 22 February 2017

The government approved a 900 MW hydro power 
project to be set up in Sankhuwasabha district of 
Nepal at a cost of Rs 5,723.72 crore.

The decision to approve the Arun-III project was taken at 
a meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi here today.
Power Minister Piyush stated that the Cabinet approved 
setting up of Arun-III project at an estimated cost of Rs 
5,723.72 crore. The project is expected to achieve financial 
closure by September this year. The projected will be 
implemented within five years. 
The project is being implemented by a 100 per cent 
subsidiary of state-run SJVN Ltd.
SJVN Ltd is joint venture between Central and Himachal 
Pradesh governments with shareholding of 64.46 per cent 
and 25.51 per cent, respectively.

SBI Research pegs Q3 GDP growth at low 
5.8%; FY17 at 6.6%, 23 February 2017

The economy would have grown under-6 per cent in 
the third quarter, battered by the note ban, according 
to SBI Research.

The Government will release the December quarter GDP 
print on February 28.
SBI expect the GDP growth to be decisively lower than 6 
per cent in Q3 at 5.8 per cent and 6.4 per cent in Q4. Overall, 
our estimate for H2 is 6.1 per cent with a downward bias 
against CSOs 7 per cent and the fiscal 2017 growth at 6.6 
per cent. 

India’s GDP projected to slow to 6.6 per cent 
post-demonetization: IMF, 23 February 2017

According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
India’s growth rate is projected to slow to 6.6 per 
cent in 2016-17 fiscal. 

In its annual report, however, the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) said demonetization would have only short 
term impact on the economy and it would bounce back to 
its expected growth of more than eight per cent in the next 
few years. 
The post-November 8, 2016 cash shortages and payment 
disruptions caused by the currency exchange initiative have 
undermined consumption and business activity, posing a 
new challenge to sustaining the growth momentum, the 
IMF said in its annual country report on India.
Growth is projected to slow to 6.6 per cent in FY2016/17, 
then rebound to 7.2 per cent in FY2017/18, due to temporary 
disruptions, primarily to private consumption, caused by 
cash shortages.
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India’s economy grew at 7.6 per cent in 2015-16.
IMF said that Tailwinds from a favorable monsoon, low 
oil prices and continued progress in resolving supply-side 
bottlenecks, as well as robust consumer confidence, will 
support near-term growth as cash shortages ease. 

Sun Pharma opens first production unit in 
Egypt, 23 February 2017

Sun Pharma’s first production unit in Egypt involving 
a total investment of USD 12.5 million was 
inaugurated, signaling growing business ties between 

India and the key Middle East nation.
India’s Ambassador to Egypt Sanjay Bhattacharyya 
inaugurated Ranbaxy Egypt factory in 6th October City, the 
first production of Sun Pharma facility in Egypt. 

Bharti Airtel to buy Telenor’s India 
operations in Rs 7,000-cr deal,    
23 February 2017

Bharti Airtel announced buying out Norwegian 
telecom giant Telenor’s India operations for Rs 
7,000 crore. The announcement comes less than 

a month after rival Vodafone announced discussions with 
Idea Cellular for a possible merger.

Bharti Airtel has entered into a definitive agreement with 
Telenor South Asia Investments to acquire Telenor (India) 
Communications. The acquisition of Telenor by Bharti is 
expected to bolster Airtel’s already strong footprint with 
additional spectrum in 1800 MHz band. 
According to sources, the deal size is expected to be around 
Rs 7,000 crore.
This is the second such announcement in the sector after 
Vodafone and Idea Cellular confirmed their discussions for 
a proposed merger.
The entry of Reliance Jio in September 2016 and its free 
promotional offers have forced the industry to work towards 
consolidation. Some experts feel that consolidation is the 
only answer to battle a newcomer like Reliance Jio.
As part of the agreement, Airtel will acquire Telenor India’s 
running operations in seven circles — Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, Maharashtra, Gujarat, UP (East), UP (West) and 
Assam.
These circles represent a high population concentration and 
therefore offer a high potential for growth. 

ONGC board approves pact to acquire GSPC 
stake for $1.2 bn, 25 February 2017

The Board of state-owned ONGC has approved 
signing of definitive agreements for buying debt- 
laden GSPC’s entire 80 per cent stake in KG-basin 

natural gas block for $ 1.2 billion. 
ONGC will pay $ 995.26 million for three discoveries in 
the KG-OSN-2001/3 block that are under trial production 
since August 2014. Another $ 200 million will be paid for 
six other discoveries for which GSPC has been finalizing an 
investment plan to bring them to production. 
ONGC had on December 23 last year agreed to acquire the 
stake of Gujarat State Petroleum Corp (GSPC). 
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GSPC, which had a debt of Rs 19,716.27 crore as on March 
31, 2015, has so far made 9 gas discoveries in the Bay of 
Bengal block. Of these, three - KG-08, KG-17, KG-15 - 
commonly known as Deendayal West (DDW) fields - have 
been approved for development. 

OECD cuts India growth to 7%, says India a 
star performer, 28 February 2017

Paris-based think tank OECD cut India’s growth 
forecast to 7 per cent for 2016-17 in view of 
demonetisation, but said the pace will accelerate to 

7.3 per cent in the next fiscal. 
The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) had in February last year projected 
the country’s economy to expand at 7.4 per cent in 2016-17. 
The organisation forecast the country’s economic growth to 
rise further to 7.7 per cent in 2018-19. 
While the Reserve Bank and the Economic Survey of 
Finance Ministry have projected India to grow at 6.9 per 
cent and 6.5 per cent in current fiscal, the International 
Monetary Fund estimates it to be 6.6 per cent.

RBI sets up panel to review cyber threats,  
28 February 2017

The Reserve Bank announced setting up of the inter-
disciplinary standing committee on cyber security 
to review the threats inherent in the existing and 

emerging technology.
The 11-member committee will also study adoption of 
various security standards and protocols, interface with 
stakeholders and suggest appropriate policy interventions 
to strengthen cyber security and resilience, the central bank 
said.
Going forward, the committee headed by Meena 
Hemchandra, Executive Director, RBI, can co-opt more 
experts and also operate through a framework of sub-
committees to examine specific issues. 
Based on the recommendations of the Expert Panel on Cyber 
Security and Information Technology Examination, the RBI 
had issued guidelines to banks in June last year mandating 
cyber security preparedness to tackle cyber risks.

While banks have taken several steps to strengthen their 
defences, the diverse and ingenious nature of cyber-attacks 
necessitates an ongoing review of the cyber security 
landscape and emerging threats. 

Railways partners with India Post in parcel 
business, 28 February 2017

The Railways will now provide space to postal 
department and private players to ferry their parcels 
in the guard’s compartment of some selected trains.

According to the partnership with Department of Post 
(DoP), which aims to increase the national transporters 
revenue, the front portion of the guard’s compartment will 
be allowed to be used to carry upto one tonne of parcel at a 
rate of Rs 12,954.
“Parcel is the fastest moving freight business of Indian 
Railways. Through this new Business Parcel Policy not 
only India Post but any private player can also book space 
in trains for movement of their business parcel,” Railway 
Minister Suresh Prabhu said while launching the parcel 
service in Mumbai-Howrah Mail.

India’s GDP grew 7% despite demonetisation, 
CSO data shows, 01 March 2017

Gross domestic product (GDP) for the third quarter 
(Q3) of financial year 2016-17 (FY17) grew at 
7 per cent, allaying fears of any major effect of 

demonetisation though it was the lowest expansion in four 
quarters. 
Private final consumption expenditure, denoting demand, 
rose at double the rate (10 per cent) in Q3, against five per 
cent in Q2.
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The Q3 numbers not only made India the fastest-growing 
large economy in the world but also helped the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) retain its earlier projection (in first 
advance estimates) for full-year GDP growth at 7.1 per cent 
in the second advance estimates released recently. 
CSO stuck to its projection despite the fact that GDP growth 
for 2015-16 was revised to 7.9 per cent from earlier 7.6 
per cent after release of the first advance data. Investment 
continued to show weakness for the entire financial year 
even though it was shown to rise against contraction in 
earlier data. First advance estimates did not take into 
account the impact of demonetisation, while the second one 
factored it in terms of latest available data.
The higher-than-expected growth in the third quarter 
was driven primarily by manufacturing, agriculture and 
government-boosted expenditure.  
According to data released by CSO, Q3FY17 GDP 
growth was only slightly less than 7.4 per cent in the July-
September period despite demonetisation. The growth of 
Q2 was revised upwards by 0.1 percentage point. 

HDFC, ICICI & Axis Banks will now charge 
you Rs 150 after 4 free transactions a month, 
02 March 2017

Banks, including HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank and Axis 
Bank, from March 1 started levying a minimum 
charge of Rs 150 per transaction for cash deposits 

and withdrawals beyond four free transactions in a month.
According to the HDFC Bank statement the charges will 
apply to savings as well as salary accounts effective from 
past days.
According to HDFC bank’s new rule, apart from having to 
pay an additional Rs 150 for the fifth transaction after four 
free ones, consumers will have to pay cess and an additional 
service tax.
While a transaction of Rs 25,000 from a non-home branch 
won’t cost you a penny, anything above Rs 25,000 will be 
charged Rs 5 per thousand or a minimal amount of Rs 150 
once and for all. The tax and cess will be applicable on this 
amount as well.

At a home branch, if the cumulative cash (deposit and 
withdrawal) exceed Rs 2 lakh, a transaction charge of Rs 
5 per thousand rupees or Rs 150 (plus tax and cess) will be 
levied.
According to HDFC, there will be no charge or tax for 
minors and senior citizens up to an amount of Rs 25,000 
per day.
Third party transactions above Rs 25,000 won’t be allowed. 
Only a transaction up to Rs 25,000 with Rs 150 charge will 
be accepted.
However, the cash handling charges imposed after the note 
ban have been removed completely.
In case of ICICI Bank, the charges are the same as they were 
before the demonetisation move announced on November 
8, while there is an increase in such fees in case of some 
others.

Manpasand ties up with IRCTC’s e-catering 
service, 03 March 2017 

Fruit juice player Manpasand Beverages said it has 
tied up with IRCTCs e-catering service and betting 
big on Railways to expand its presence.

Dhirendra Singh, Chairman and MD of Manpasand 
Beverages said that they have tied up with IRCTC’s online 
catering service and our products, `Mango Sip and `Fruits 
Up, will be available soon via e-catering.
 He also said that they are working towards expanding our 
presence in more stations across India in the coming year. 
Given the penetration of Railways, we hope our association 
with them will enhance the visibility of all our products 
among a wider range of customers.
A total of 2002 such girders, structures that support small 
beams, were erected for the 30-km-long Noida -Greater 
Noida corridor which will have 21 stations.
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Dr Reddy’s Lab acquires Kolkata-based 
NBFC, 04 March 2017 

Dr Reddy’s Laboratories announced that it has 
acquired 100 per cent stake in Imperial Credit 
Private Ltd, a Kolkata-based non-banking finance 

company. 
The acquisition was for a consideration of Rs 2.05 crore.

Nokia, HMD Global to partner in India for 
health device sale, 04 March 2017 
Finnish company Nokia Technologies will partner with 
HMD Global to sell its smart health devices under the 
Withings brand by June in India.
Nokia Technologies Vice-President for Digital Health, 
Cedric Hutchings, said that they are working with HMD as 
partner, we are putting in place a co-marketing programme. 
You can expect to see these products in stores along with 
HMDs Nokia branded products.
Nokia Technologies acquired Withings in May 2016 for 
USD 191 million to launch its Digital Health business.

Cognizant buys Japanese digital firm Brilliant 
Service, 04 March 2017

Cognizant said it acquired Japanese digital IT firm Brilliant 
Service Co for an undisclosed amount, as it continues its 
buyout spree. 
Brilliant Service, which was founded in 2004 and has 
about 70 employees, helps its customers build connected 
businesses by leveraging smart device solutions. 
Jayajyoti Sengupta, Asia Pacific Head at Cognizant, said in 
a statement that Brilliant Service’s extensive experience in 
planning, implementing and managing smart and connected 

device solutions, together with their strong understanding 
of the regulatory requirements for the Japanese market, will 
complement our digital service offerings in Japan.
The acquisition also expands Cognizant’s presence in 
Osaka and Tokyo. 

Finance Ministry gives in-principle nod to 
ESOPs by PSU banks, 06 March 2017 

Finance Ministry has agreed in-principle to allow 
public sector banks to offer stock options to their 
employees from next financial year — a move aimed 

at retaining experienced hands with better incentives.
According to sources, Employee Stock Option plans 
(ESOPs) could be given by those banks which have not 
only earned substantial profit but also made remarkable 
improvement in managing NPAs.
It will help motivate employees to work towards 
strengthening the financial status of their banks so that their 
share value rises.
Although the Finance Ministry has given in-principle nod, 
the finer details are being worked out like what percentage 
of profit can be earmarked for ESOPs, adding, this is based 
on the suggestion of Banks Board Bureau (BBB).
One of the proposals is to issue shares equivalent to a 
certain percentage of banks’ net profit to employees which 
is being examined.

SBI secures 2.75 lakh tech points with Trend 
Micro cyber solutions, 07 March 2017
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India’s largest lender SBI has secured over 2.75 lakh of 
its technology infrastructure endpoints in a tie-up with 
global cyber security services provider Trend Micro 

Incorporated.
SBI Deputy Managing Director and Chief Information 
Officer Mrutyunjay Mahapatra said that the partnership 
will help secure banks crown jewels hosted on virtualised 
servers.
Trend Micro said that the security solutions deployed for 
servers, PCs and laptops are to protect them against malware, 
antispyware, anto-ransomware and web reputation services 
across over 26,000 branches of SBI in and outside India.
It also secures 29,000 virtual machines of SBI as it is hugely 
investing on technology focused on digitisation, cloud and 
mobility and security tools integration.

Economy to grow 7.1 per cent in FY17, latest 
GDP data surprising: Fitch, 07 March 2017

Global rating agency Fitch said Indian economy will 
grow by 7.1 per cent in the current financial year 
before stepping up to 7.7 per cent in the next two 

financial years.
The US-based agency, however, termed the 7 per cent GDP 
growth for the October-December quarter as surprising, a 
tad lower than 7.4 per cent in the previous quarter.
Fitch expects Indian GDP to grow by 7.1 per cent for 2016-
17, before picking up to 7.7 per cent in both 2017-18 and 
2018-19.
It said the December quarter GDP number suggests that 
economic activity was “hardly hit” by the cash crunch after 
the government’s move to remove 86 per cent of currency 
in circulation overnight.

Reliance Capital sells Paytm stake to Alibaba 
for Rs 275 crore, 07 March 2017

Reliance Capital has sold its nearly 1 per cent stake 
in popular digital payments firm PayTm for Rs 275 
crore to China’s Alibaba Group.

The financial services arm of Reliance Group had invested 
Rs 10 crore for this stake in Paytm.
The deal gives a valuation of over $4 billion to PayTm, 
which is already backed by Alibaba group as a strategic 
investor.
Sources said that Reliance Capital has retained a stake in 
Paytm e-Commerce, which it had got free of cost by virtue 
of the investment in the parent firm. In the latest fund-raising 
round, PayTm e-Commerce was valued at $1 billion.
Earlier, Reliance Capital had said it would trim its 
proprietary investment portfolio as part of its plans to 
monetise non-core assets.

OPPO becomes new Team India sponsor, 
replaces Star India, 07 March 2017

Mobile manufacturing company OPPO today 
became the new sponsor of the Indian cricket 
team, replacing broadcasting giants Star India.

Star India took over as the Indian cricket team’s sponsor 
in 2013 from Sahara, which was declared ineligible by the 
Board.
The team sponsor gets to have its commercial logo on the 
both the men’s and women’s kits.

SBI launches Work from Home facility for 
employees, 08 March 2017

Country’s largest lender State Bank of India launched 
a new facility to enable its employees to work from 
home.
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PAYMENT REGULATORY BOARD
(As Declared in Union Budget 2017-18)

Payment Regulatory Body will be an independent regulator of all digital and retail payment and will look at innovation 
among financial technology companies, cyber security and customer grievances. 

Payments Regulatory Board will be set up in RBI by replacing the existing Board for Regulation and Supervision of 
Payment and Settlement Systems (BPSS) on the recommendation of Ratan P.Watal committee.

Payments Regulatory (Board of Members)
Total Members in Board - 6 [3 RBI Members & 3 Non-RBI Members]

 # Chairman – RBI Governor

 # Deputy Governor – In Charge of Payment

 # RBI Officer nominated by RBI Board

 # Three Non-RBI Members nominated by central government

PAYMENT REGULATORY 
BOARD
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Branch Name Phone Number
Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136
Ahmedabad 9227575027
Ajmer 9261503888
Aligarh 7706008037
Allahabad 9235253403
Alwar 9521177944
Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816
Ambikapur 8823868882
Amritsar 9646606160
Asansol 7076880723
Azamgarh 9208242842
Badaun 9627671787
Bahraich 9208249852
Balasore 9583185223
Ballia 9208243152
Banda 9554334847
Bangalore 9538712808
Bareilly 9235253431
Basti 7706008031
Berhampur 9078907945
Bhagalpur 9204363221
Bhilai-Durg 8878783345
Bhopal 9229174901
Bhopal-Lalghati 9229174902
Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352
Bijnor 7706008027
Bilaspur 8878817515
Bulandshahr 7706008030
Chandigarh 9256002024
Chennai 8939777224
Coimbatore 8110967668
Cuttack 7894013095
Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620
Dehradun 9236510116
Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515
Delhi Kingsway 9268561517
Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952
Delhi Munirka 9210092245
Delhi Rohini 9250239674
Deoria 9208248122
Dhanbad 9204979723/24
Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987
Etah 9208237386
Faizabad 9235253421
Faridabad 9643396140
Farrukhabad 7706008029
Fatehpur 9554330811
Firozabad 9208235736
Gaya 9204311416
Ghaziabad 9212229752/24
Ghazipur 9208244539
Gonda 9208250778
Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892
Gurgaon 9643396139
Guwahati 8134935078
Gwalior 9229174910
Haldwani 9208256021
Hardoi 9208248208
Haridwar 7706008034
Hisar 9253678050
Hoshangabad 8358831338
Hyderabad 9247749865 /8790034792
Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar 7032410704/ 9032168413

Indore- 
Bhawarkuan 7581800954

Indore 7581800952
Jabalpur 9229174905
Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894
Jammu 9419305561
Jamshedpur 8877187640
Jaunpur 9208244355
Jhalandhar 8557088164
Jhansi 9235253424
Jodhpur 9636512855
Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484
Kanpur 
Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133
Karnal 8930175568
Kolkata 8017652042/45
Kurukshetra 9253678053
Lakhimpur 9208251562
Lucknow 
Alambagh Po 9235253521
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Lucknow 
Alambagh Ssc 9235253438/66

Lucknow 
Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar 9235253548

Lucknow 
Mahanagar Po 9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028
Mainpuri 9208241450
Mathura 9208235067
Meerut 9235253448
Mirzapur 9208243884
Moradabad 9235253442
Mumbai 9221944071
Muzaffarnagar 7706008032
Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614
Nagpur 9272273686
Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073
Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626
Noida 9953948834
Orai 9208237457
Patiala 9780859721
Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02
Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11
Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660
Pune 9225231629
Raebareilly 9235253412
Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438
Rajkot 9979316870
Rampur 9208255388
Ranchi 9204855313
Rewa 7415690904/ 7415690846
Rohtak 8930403886
Roorkee 7706008033
Sagar 7509219781
Saharanpur 9235253445
Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148
Shahjahanpur 9208256201
Shimla 8894100342
Siliguri 7602742939
Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514
Sultanpur 9208252915
Surat 9537360459
Tirupati 9581933099
Trivandrum 9645415029
Unnao 9208242493
Vadodara 9537589477
Varanasi 9235253419
Vijaywada 8886309897
Vishakapatnam 9966593419
Warangal 8142230661
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 # The National Skill Development Corporation, (NSDC) is a one of its kind, Public Private Partnership 
in India, under the Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship. It aims to promote skill 
development by catalysing creation of large, quality, for-profit vocational institutions. 

 # Objective is To contribute significantly (40 per cent) to the overall target of skilling / up-skilling 400 
million people in India by 2022, mainly by fostering private sector initiatives in skill development 
programmes and to provide funding. 

 # NSDC is a not-for-profit company set up by the Ministry of Finance, under Section 25 of the Companies 
Act. It has an equity base of Rs. 10 crore, of which the Government of India holds for 49%, while the 
private sector has the balance 51.                                                                                                                                                                             

 # To ensure superior decision-making, the NSDC requires a structure and governance model that 
provides it with autonomy, stature and continuity. Thus, the organisation has a tiered decision-
making structure comprising: 

 # National Skill Development Fund (NSDF)
 # The Board of Directors
 # Board Sub Committees
 # Executive Council.
 # Each has a clear-cut role in NSDC’s operations, activities and strategy to facilitate the organisation’s 

mandate of coordinating and stimulating private sector skill development programmes with 
enhanced flexibility and effectiveness.

 # The 14 member Board has 5 government nominees and 9 are private sector members. NSDF is a 
100% government trust which invests in NSDC, and is operated by professional fund managers.

NATIONAL SKILL 
DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION-I & II 
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The Board of the bank has recently approved the Work from 
Home policy to enable its employees to work while at home 
using mobile devices to address any urgent requirement 
they may have, that prevents their travelling to work.
The lender will be using mobile computing technologies and 
shall have continuous control over all the enabled devices 
centrally to manage and secure the data and applications on 
the mobile devices.
The use of technology and services shall be monitored 
through carefully designed MIS and dashboard to enable 
improvements and refinements.
The bank said going forward cross-sell, marketing, CRM, 
social media management, settlement & reconciliation, 
complaints management applications will also be enabled 
to make the work from home services comprehensive and 
increase the employee productivity multi-fold.

IDFC Bank puts in place Aadhaar pay 
infrastructure, 08 March 2017 

IDFC Bank officially launched its Aadhaar pay 
infrastructure meant for those without any mobile phone 
to carry out cashless transactions. 

Rajiv Lall, founder MD and CEO said that it actually makes 
cashless transactions possible even for those who do not 
have mobile phones, but the merchant has to have a mobile 
phone. All one needs is to get the bank account number 
linked with Aadhaar. Basic banking services will come to 
those who even do not have basic mobile phones.
The bank aims to reach 50,000-75,000 merchant points to 

be connected to the Aadhaar pay module in the next two 
years. 
Before this official launch, IDFC Bank has done successful 
pilot across 16 states. 
On the same occasion, NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant said 
India is on the cusp of a major digital revolution. Kant said. 
That this enables us to reach even the bottom of pyramid.

Google acquires Kaggle, 09 March 2017

Technology giant Google has announced the 
acquisition of Kaggle, a start-up that hosts a number 
of data scientists, for an undisclosed amount at the 

Cloud Next 2017 conference.
Chief Scientist Google Cloud (artificial intelligence and 
machine learning) Fei Fei Li. Said that Kaggle is going to 
maintain independent brand for a while, What Kaggle has 
contributed to the community is democratisation of data, 
developer community Partnership with Kaggle is going to 
be very positive for us.
Founded in 2010, Kaggle is home to the world’s largest 
community of data scientists and machine-learning 
enthusiasts.
More than 8 lakh data experts use Kaggle to explore, analyse 
and understand the latest updates in machine learning and 
data analytics.

France’s GDF to exit Petronet by selling 
entire 10% stake, 09 March 2017 

France’s GDF International plans to sell its entire 10 
per cent stake, worth over Rs 2,900 crore, in Petronet 
LNG Ltd. GDF, a unit of French energy giant Engie 

SA, has written to Petronet — India’s biggest importer of 
liquefied natural gas — expressing its desire to exit the 
company.
It has offered the stake to Petronet’s principal promoters — 
GAIL India Ltd, Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC), Indian 
Oil Corp (IOC) and Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd (BPCL).
Petronet said in a regulatory filing that we have been 
informed by GDF International, which is holding 10 per 
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cent equity share capital in the company, that they proposed 
to divest their entire shareholding in the company.
Petronet said GDF International has also sent a 
communication to each of the promoters offering , a first 
right of purchase/refusal in relation to the proposed sale 
of 10 per cent equity shares in the company in the same 
proportion in which the promoters are holding equity shares 
in the company.
The four promoter firms hold 12.5 per cent stake each in 
Petronet. Going by this proportion, they are each entitled to 
buy 2.5 per cent of GDF’s stake.

Exim Bank extends USD 750 mn loan to 
Nepal, 10 March 2017

The Export Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) has 
approved USD 750 million loan to Nepal to finance 
its post-earthquake reconstruction projects.

A separate USD 92.18 million line of credit (LOC) has been 
given to Tanzania to finance rehabilitation and water supply 
improvement in Zanzibar.
The Reserve Bank of India said in a statement that the line 
of credit (LOC) to Nepal is effective from February 24, 
2017.

Tata Trusts joins hands with Lockheed Mar-
tin, DST for IIGP, 10 March 2017 

Tata Trusts has joined hands with Lockheed Martin 
and Department of Science and Technology (DST) 
for the second edition of India Innovation Growth 

Programme which focuses on providing support to startups 
in the country. 
The partners intend to invest USD 2 million annually 
through the India Innovation Growth Programme (IIGP) 2.0, 
including provisions for seed money, for the entrepreneurs 
to develop technology-based solutions for the betterment of 

the society. The first edition of the programme that began in 
2007 and ran for a decade provided support of around USD 
1 million per year to a total of around 500 startups.
The new version of the programme would be bigger and 
better with inclusion of seed funding for the startups. The 
revamped programme will be rolled out by Tata Trusts 
Chairman Ratan N Tata, DST Secretary Ashutosh Sharma 
and Lockheed Martin’s George Standridge at the Festival of 
Innovation at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Oil India Limited signs MoU with University 
of Houston, 10 March 2017

Oil India Limited (OIL) has signed a MoU with 
the University of Houston (UH), with the intent 
of augmenting its reserves base and maximising 

recovery from its ageing oilfields. 
The MoU was inked in the presence of Petroleum & Natural 
Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan.
MOU was signed by Utpal Bora, CMD, OIL and University 
of Houston, represented at the signing ceremony by UH 
Chancellor and President Renu Khator. Terming the MoU 
as historic, Pradhan said that this will go a long way for 
pilot study of CO2 capture technology application in Assam 
oil fields.March 6
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IndusInd Bank to acquire 100 pc stake in 
ISSL, 15 March 2017

IndusInd Bank has entered into an agreement with 
Infrastructure Leasing and Financial Services (IL&FS) 
to acquire 100 per cent stake of the latter’s securities 

services subsidiary. 
IndusInd will acquire 100 per cent stake in IL&FS Securities 
Services (ISSL).
ISSL, incorporated in 2007, is a capital market intermediary 
for professional clearing, depository and custodial services 
and caters to both retail and institutional clients including 
over 1,000 brokers, FPIs and FIIs.

Jet Airways, Uber join hands, 16 March 2017

Jet Airways and app-based cab aggregator Uber have 
joined hands to provide first and last mile connectivity 
to air travellers. 

The cab booking feature will be available to all passengers 
in the cities where Uber currently operates in India while 
booking their travel itinerary with the airline on the Jet 
Airways app, the airline said.
This path-breaking initiative from the airline will help 
guests by offering a seamless solution from doorstep to 
doorstep.  
Through this partnership, Jet Airways guests across 29 
cities will be able to request their Uber when they book their 
flight.  

The partnership with Uber reflects our ambition to leverage 
technology for enhancing our guest experience,” according 
to Jayaraj Shanmugam, Chief Commercial Officer, Jet 
Airways. 
Guests booking their flights on the app and using Uber for 
the first time will also be offered a discount of Rs 150 for 
their first three rides.

Reliance Comunications gets Sebi nod for 
merger with Aircel, 16 March 2017

Reliance Communications said it has received 
approvals from markets regulator SEBI and the 
stock exchanges for proposed demerger of its 

wireless business into Aircel Ltd.
Reliance Communications has received approval of the 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), BSE and 
NSE for the proposed scheme of arrangement for demerger 
of the wireless division of the company into Aircel Ltd and 
Dishnet Wireless Ltd. 
It further said that pursuant to the same, Reliance 
Communications has filed an application with National 
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), Mumbai Bench, for 
approval of the said Scheme. The proposed transaction is 
subject to other necessary approvals.

Airbus signs pact to set up training facility at 
IGI Airport, 17 March 2017
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European aviation major Airbus inked a land licence 
pact with Delhi International Airport Limited 
(DIAL) for setting up a training facility, including 

the country’s first full flight simulator.
Spread across a little over one acre of land, the proposed 
facility along with Airbus India headquarters would come 
up at the Aerocity - Terminal District of Indira Gandhi 
International (IGI) Airport.
DIAL, which manages and operates the IGI Airport, is a 
joint venture between GMR, AAI and Fraport AG.
The facility aims at addressing the growing demand of 
trained pilots and aircraft maintenance engineers.
The land license agreement was signed between DIAL and 
Airbus India for a period till March 31, 2036. DIAL has 
received the initial security deposit and ADC and will also 
receive an annual license fee from this agreement, a release 
said.

Snapdeal partners JETRO to showcase Japa-
nese products, 17 March 2017

E-commerce major Snapdeal has partnered with Japan 
External Trade Organization (JETRO), to showcase 
popular Japanese SME products on the online 

marketplace. 
Customers can now purchase JETRO products across 
various categories including electronic devices, accessories, 
kitchenware and personal care directly from Snapdeal. 
The partnership allows Snapdeal to further expand its 
portfolio, and JETRO to create niche space for these 
companies and their products in the booming Indian market. 

Japanese consumer products have been well received by 
consumers all over Asian countries and they are a preferred 
choice over products from other countries. 
The e-commerce company will feature a curated store 
exhibiting products ranging from contact lenses, stationery, 
electronic device accessories, kitchenware, personal care, 
storage and display as well as sewing. 

Idea board approves merger with Vodafone 
India, 19 March 2017

Idea Cellular approved its amalgamation with Vodafone 
India and Vodafone Mobile Services, a move that will 
create the country’s biggest telecom services provider 

with a customer base of over 394 million. 
The board of directors of Idea Cellular at its meeting held 
today approved the scheme of amalgamation of Vodafone 
India Limited (VIL) and its wholly owned subsidiary 
Vodafone Mobile Services Limited (VMSL) with the 
company. 
The transaction is subject to necessary approvals from 
concerned authorities, including SEBI, Department of 
Telecom, RBI etc. 
Upon the amalgamation becoming effective, the entire 
business of VIL and VMSL, excluding VIL’s investment in 
Indus Towers Limited, its international network assets and 
information technology platforms, will vest in the company.  
The turnover of Vodafone India is Rs 5,025 crore and of 
VMSL is 40,378 crore. Idea Cellular’s turnover is Rs 
36,000 crore. 
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. India defeats South Africa to win ICC 
Women’s World Cup Qualifier 2017.

2. South Africa’s de Villiers tops 9,000 ODI 
runs.

3. Kalinga Lancers beat Dabang Mumbai to 
lift maiden HIL title.

4. Shivalkar, Goel to get C K Nayudu Life-
time Achievement Award.

5. India to host women’s Youth World Box-
ing Championship.

6. AIFF appoints Luis Norton de Matos as 
India U-17 coach.

7. Jitu Rai wins gold in 50m pistol event, 
Amanpreet Singh settles for silver at 
ISSF World Cup.

8. BCCI nominate Kohli as International 
Cricketer of the Year.

9. Dwayne Smith bids adieu to international 
cricket.

10. Indo-US pair claims bronze, hosts end on 
a high.

11. Querrey shocks Nadal to lift ATP Aca-
pulco title.

12. ICC Test rankings: Ravindra Jadeja, R 
Ashwin joint No.1 bowlers, Virat Kohli 
slips to No.3.

13. Double Olympic champion Joanna Row-
sell Shand retires.

14. SSP Chawrasia won 2017 Indian Open 
golf title.

15. Shashank Manohar resigns as ICC chair-
man.

SPORTS India defeats South Africa to win ICC Wom-
en’s World Cup Qualifier 2017,    
22 February 2017

India on 21 February 2017 defeated South Africa by one 
run to win the ICC Women’s World Cup Qualifier 2017 
at the P. Sara Stadium, Sri Lanka.

Set to chase 245, India had all but lost its way after a flurry of 
wickets. However, stand-in captain Harmanpreet Kaur kept 
her cool to score the nine runs required off the last over from 
pace bowler Marcia Letsoala.
South Africa’s Sune Luus is named as the Player of the Series, 
while India’s Deepti Sharma is the Player of the Match.
About 2017 ICC Women’s Cricket World Cup Qualifier

 # The 2017 ICC Women’s Cricket World Cup Qualifier 
was an international women’s cricket tournament.

 # The tournament was held from 7 to 21 February 2017 in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

 # It was the final stage of the qualification process for the 
2017 World Cup in England.

 # The tournament was the 4th edition of the World Cup 
Qualifier. It was also the first World Cup Qualifier 
tournament to be held in Sri Lanka.

 # Along with India and South Africa, both Sri Lanka 
and Pakistan have also qualified for the 2017 Women’s 
Cricket World Cup.

 # Bangladesh and Ireland kept their ODI status until 2021 
by virtue of them reaching the Super Six stage of the 
tournament.

The qualified teams that will participate in the 2017 
World Cup are:

 # India (Bottom 4 of ICC Women’s Championship)
 # South Africa (Bottom 4 of ICC Women’s Championship)
 # Pakistan (Bottom 4 of ICC Women’s Championship)
 # Sri Lanka (Bottom 4 of ICC Women’s Championship)
 # Zimbabwe (Africa regional qualifier)
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 # Thailand (Asia regional qualifier)
 # Papua New Guinea (East Asia-Pacific regional 

qualifier)
 # Scotland (Europe regional qualifier)
 # Bangladesh (automatic qualification – ODI status)
 # Ireland (automatic qualification – ODI status)

South Africa’s de Villiers tops 9,000 ODI runs, 
25 February 2017 

South African AB de Villiers passed the 9,000-run 
milestone in one-day internationals in the third ODI 
against New Zealand in Wellington. 

De Villiers is the 18th player and second South African 
behind Jacques Kallis to reach the 9,000 mark but has the 
highest average of 53.86 and is the only one of the leading 
scorers to have a strike-rate better than 100.
India’s Sachin Tendulkar has the most ODI runs with 
18,426 but averaged 44.83 with a strike rate of 86.23. De 
Villiers’ highest ODI score is an unbeaten 162 against the 
West Indies two years ago.

Kalinga Lancers beat Dabang Mumbai to lift 
maiden HIL title, 27 February 2017  

Kalinga Lancers defeated Dabang Mumbai 4-1 to 
win their maiden Hockey India League title. 

They finished second best last season, but Kalinga Lancers 
meant business this year as they defeated Dabang Mumbai 
4-1 in a keenly-contested summit clash to win their maiden 
Hockey India League title, here on Sunday.
Skipper Moritz Fuerste (30th, 58th) converted two penalty 
corners for the Lancers before Glenn Turner (18th minute) 
struck a field effort for the Odisha outfit, which lost the final 
last year to Jaypee Punjab Warriors.
For the first time finalist, Dabang Mumbai Affan Yousuf 
(33rd) scored the lone goal from a penalty corner variation.
Earlier in the day, Agustin Mazzilli scored a late field goal 
to help Uttar Pradesh Wizards register a 5-4 come-from-
behind win over Delhi Waveriders and claim the bronze 
medal in the fifth edition of the tournament.
Trailing 3-4 with three minutes remaining in the game, the 
Argentine striker found himself at the right place at the right 
time to clinically finish Florent van Aubel’s assist from 
a tight angle to hand UP Wizards the lead and their first 
podium finish in the history of the tournament.
It was action-packed first quarter of the final in which 
both the Lancers and Dabang Mumbai created real scoring 
chances but both the teams failed to make them count.
In their first final of the HIL, it was Dabang Mumbai who 
were more assertive in the first quarter but they failed to get 
past an alert Andrew Charter in front of Lancers goal.
The Lancers finally broke the deadlock in the 18th minute 
through tournament’s highest scorer so far, Australian 
Glenn Turner, who found himself positioned to tap home 
a Mortuiz Fuerste pass from out side the D after it took a 
deflection from Lalit Upadhayay’s stick.
A minute later, Dabang Mumbai secured a penalty corner 
but Charter stood like a rock in front of the Lancers goal to 
deny Harmanpreet Singh. Dabang Mumbai captain Florian 
Fuchs then came tentalisingly close when he sprinted into the 
opposition circle, beating a host of defenders but his diagonal 
shot from the right went inches wide off the target even as a 
diving Gurjant Singh far away failed to get his stick.
Dabang Mumbai’s Affan Yousuf then set it up with a 
brilliant run for Manpreet Jr but the latter failed to keep his 
balance and unleashed a weak shot which was easily kept 
away by in-form Charter.

Shivalkar, Goel to get C K Nayudu Lifetime 
Achievement Award, 28 February 2017 

Former domestic cricket giants Rajinder Goel and 
Padmakar Shivalkar, who were not fortunate enough 
to play for India, were nominated for the C K Nayudu 

Lifetime Achievement Award alongside former national 
captain Shantha Rangaswamy, who became the first woman 
to be chosen for the honour.
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The BCCI announced that left-arm spinners Goel and 
Shivalkar will be feted at its Annual Awards in Bengaluru 
on March 8. 
Shivalkar and Goel, playing for Mumbai and Haryana, 
ruled domestic cricket for years.
Goel ended his career with a staggering 750 first-class 
wickets, including 637 scalps in the Ranji Trophy, the most 
by any bowler in tournament’s history. 
Shivalkar played 124 first-class games and claimed 589 
wickets. He picked up 42 five-wicket hauls and on 13 
occasions registered a 10-wicket haul.
They both played in an era when Bishen Singh Bedi’s 
exploits with his left-arm spin, never allowed other left-
armers to get into the Indian team.

India to host women’s Youth World Boxing 
Championship, 01 March 2017 

India will host the World Women’s Youth Boxing 
Championship in November this year the first major 
international event to be held in the country since 2010.

In 2010, India had hosted the Commonwealth 
Championships followed by the Commonwealth Games. 
The country has not hosted a major boxing event since then, 
primarily because of the administrative turmoil that gripped 
the sport in 2012. With a new federation taking charge last 
year, the country seems to be getting back its footing in the 
international arena.
Apart from this, India will also have an International Boxing 
Academy, most likely in Delhi.

AIFF appoints Luis Norton de Matos as India 
U-17 coach, 01 March 2017

The All India Football Federation (AIFF) appointed 
Luis Norton de Matos as the head coach of the Indian 
squad for the upcoming FIFA U-17 World Cup.

De Matos, a former manager of Benfica reserve team, will 
replace Nicolai Adam. 
De Matos has worked as a manager with several clubs in his 
native Portugal and was also the head coach of the Guinea-
Bissau national team from 2010 to 2012.

Jitu Rai wins gold in 50m pistol event, Aman-
preet Singh settles for silver at ISSF World 
Cup, 01 March 2017 

India won its first gold medal at the ISSF World Cup in 
New Delhi after pistol shooter Jitu Rai clinched the top 
position in the 50m men’s air pistol event. This was his 

second medal after he won the bronze medal in the 10m 
pistol event.
The silver medal also went to India as Amanpreet Singh 
took the second position after shooting a total of 226.9. This 
was his first World Cup appearance.
The bronze medal went to Iran’s Vahid Golkhandan who 
shot a total score of 208 points. This was his first World Cup 
medal in international competition.
Earlier in the qualification round, Amanpreet had led the 
charts with 561 points while Jitu was second with 559 
points. They had finished first and second respectively in 
that round.
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BCCI nominate Kohli as International Crick-
eter of the Year, 02 March 2017 

Indian captain Virat Kohli was nominated for the 
prestigious Polly Umrigar award presented to the 
International Cricketer of the Year while all-rounder 

Ravichandran Ashwin will be receiving the Dilip Sardesai 
award for Best Performance in Bilateral Series. For Kohli, 
this will be the third time that he will be conferred with this 
award after 2011-12 and 2014-15 season. 
Kohli has been India’s highest scorer across all three formats 
and deservingly gets the award. 
Ashwin will also become the first cricketer to receive the 
Dilip Sardesai Award twice. 
The all-rounder first won the award instituted to honour the 
best performance in the bilateral Test series between India 
and West Indies after being named the Man of the Series in 
the three-match Test series in 2011. In the four-match Test 
series against West Indies last year, Ashwin again picked 
up the Man of the Series award for his outstanding show. In 
four Tests, he scored two centuries and picked 17 wickets 
including two five-wicket hauls.
The BCCI Annual Awards committee consisting of N Ram, 
Ramachandra Guha and Diana Edulji had already nominated 
domestic legends Rajinder Goel and Padmakar Shivalkar 
for the Col. C.K. Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award. 
The Mumbai Cricket Association has been chosen as the 
State Association of the Season (2015-16) for winning the 
Ranji Trophy, the CK Nayudu Trophy and also the Women’s 
Plate League Group.
They were runner-up in the Cooch Behar Trophy, the Vijay 
Merchant Trophy and the Women’s One-Day Elite Group.

Dwayne Smith bids adieu to international 
cricket, 02 March 2017

West Indies batsman Dwayne Smith, who made his 
last appearance for the national side at the 2015 
World Cup, has announced his retirement from 

international cricket with immediate effect.

According to the ESPN cricinfo report the 33-year-old’s 
decision came ahead of the Pakistan Super League (PSL) 
qualifying final match between Islamabad United and 
Karachi Kings in which he is representing the former side.
Smith, who made an immediate impact in the Test circuit 
with a century in a debut match against South Africa at 
Cape Town in January 2004, featured only in nine more 
Tests for West Indies but remained a very popular figure in 
limited-overs cricket.
He played in 105 One-Day Internationals and 33 T20Is, 
smashing a total of 2,142 runs in the two formats.
However, Smith is planning to continue playing domestic 
T20 tournaments around the world. Following the 
conclusion of PSL, the Caribbean batsman will play in the 
2017 Indian Premier League (IPL) for Gujarat Lions.
The tenth edition of the IPL is slated to be held from April 5.

Indo-US pair claims bronze, hosts end on a 
high, 04 March 2017

In a first for shooting sport, India’s Angad Veer Singh 
Bajwa teamed up with Haley Dunn of the USA to claim 
the Grand Prix bronze medal in mixed team skeet event 

of the ISSF World Cup.
With the International Olympic Committee (IOC) firm 
on its stand to achieve gender equality in its 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics program, the unique concept of mixed event was 
tried out for the first time on a global stage.



#Mahendra’s

NEWS BYTES SPORTS 

71

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

This Event was the most unique in the sense that a shooter 
from a country paired up with an athlete from another for 
the first time in the sport’s history at world level.
However, since it was a test event only, it will not be 
counted as official World Cup medals.
The duo of Hayden Stewart and triple Olympic champion 
and skeet legend Kimberly Rhode of the USA won the top 
prize in the event defeating Argentine siblings Federico and 
Melisa Gill 29-26 in the gold-medal match.
Angad and Haley got the better Robert Johnson and 
Caitlin Connor 28-26 in the bronze medal match at the Dr 
Karni Singh Shooting Range on the concluding day of the 
tournament.
Earlier, among the 22 pairings who entered the mixed team 
skeet event, six qualified for the semi-final round. They 
were clubbed into two groups of three pairs each. One pair 
was then eliminated on the basis of having the lowest score 
after 30 targets. The winner went through to the gold medal 
match while the second placed team made it to the bronze 
medal round.

Querrey shocks Nadal to lift ATP Acapulco 
title, 06 March 2017 

Unseeded American Sam Querrey stunned second-
seeded Rafael Nadal 6-3, 7-6 (7/3) to win the 
ATP Mexico Open and end the Spaniard’s run of 

perfection in Acapulco.
Querrey, ranked 40th in the world, fired 19 aces en route 
to his first career victory over Nadal in five meetings. The 
Spaniard, winner in Acapulco in 2005 and 2013, had never 
even lost a set in Acapulco.

Querrey captured his ninth ATP title and beat four top-10 
players -- Belgian David Goffin, Austrian Dominic Thiem, 
Australian Nick Kyrgios and sixth-ranked Nadal.

ICC Test rankings: Ravindra Jadeja, R Ash-
win joint No.1 bowlers, Virat Kohli slips to 
No.3, 08 March 2017 

India’s Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja have 
become the first pair of spinners to be jointly top-ranked 
in the ICC Player Rankings for Test Bowlers.

Jadeja caught up with his Ashwin in the rankings released 
on Wednesday after India defeated Australia by 75 runs in 
the second Test in Bengaluru.
Jadeja’s seven wickets in the match, which included a 
crucial 6/63 in the first innings, have helped him move up 
one rank to reach the top position for the first time in his 
career. The last time two bowlers shared the top spot was 
in April 2008 when Dale Steyn and Muttiah Muralidaran 
were at the top. Kohli calls Bengaluru Test victory sweetest 
under his captaincy.
Ashwin also played a key role in the match, snaring 6/40 
in the second innings to hasten Australia’s collapse on day 
four. The Tamil Nadu off-spinner also became the quickest 
to 200 wickets in India and the fastest to reach the milestone 
of 25 five-wicket hauls. However, there was some dismay 
in store for Ashwin who was replaced by Shakib-al-Hasan 
as the number one Test all-rounder in the world. The Indian 
ace was in top form with the bat during the series against 
England but has since struggled against Australia in Pune 
and Bengaluru.
Meanwhile, Kohli, who has managed only 40 runs from 
four innings against Australia, has slipped to No.3 in the 
ICC Test rankings for batsmen. He has been replaced by Joe 
Root at the No.2 spot. 
Cheteshwar Pujara, however, has jumped five places to 
No.6, after an outstanding 92 in on a tricky pitch in the 
second innings of the Bengaluru Test.
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Double Olympic champion Joanna Rowsell 
Shand retires, 15 March 2017 

Double Olympic gold medallist Joanna Rowsell 
Shand announced her retirement from international 
cycling.

Shand had won the women’s team pursuit at four editions 
of the World Championships (2008, 2009, 2012 and 2014). 
She grabbed the gold medal in the same discipline at the 
Olympic Games in London and Rio in 2012 and 2016.
The cyclist also won the individual pursuit at the 2014 
World Championship.
About Joanna Rowsell Shand

 # Born on 5 December 1988, Joanna Katie Rowsell 
Shand is a retired English cyclist on the Great Britain 
Cycling Team.

 # She competed on track and road.
 # In 2004, she was picked up by British Cycling’s Talent 

Team programme.
 # As a junior, she won the British National Track 

Championships pursuit in 2005 and 2006.
 # In senior competition on the road, she won the 2006 

British National Women’s Series competition.
 # She represented the United Kingdom at the European 

and World Junior Track and Road Championships in 
mid-2000s.

 # Her greatest successes to date are the gold medals won 
in the women’s team pursuit at four editions of the 
World Championships (2008, 2009, 2012 and 2014).

 # She won the gold medal in the same discipline at the 
2012 London Olympics and the 2016 games in Rio.

 # She won the individual pursuit at the 2014 World 
Championship.

 # She is a reigning Olympic and European champion in 
the team pursuit.

 # She is reigning Commonwealth Games champion in 
the individual pursuit.

SSP Chawrasia won 2017 Indian Open golf 
title, 15 March 2017 

SSP chawrasia golf Hero open Shiv Shankar Prasad 
Chawrasia became the only second Indian golfer to 
successfully defend the Hero Indian Open golf title.

He achieved this feat on 12 March 2017 by clinching a 
seven-stroke win at the redesigned DLF golf and country 
club in Gurugram, Haryana.
With this win, Chawrasia pocketed a winner’s cheque of 
USD 2,91,660. For Chawrasia, this was his sixth win on the 
Asian Tour and overall sixth international victory.
Chawrasia is also the third player to win back-to-back 
Indian Open titles. The other two golfers who did so earlier 
are Jyoti Randhawa of India and Japan’s Kenji Hosoishi.
While Randhawa won the titles in 2006 and 2007, Hosoishi 
won the titles in 1967 and 1968.
Career highlights of SSP Chawrasia

 # Claimed his first victory outside of India when he 
clinched the Resorts World Manila Masters in 2016.

 # Defeated Rahil Gangjee and Mithun Perera with 
a birdie on the first play-off hole to win the 2014 
Panasonic Open India.

 # Won the Avantha Masters on home soil, an event co-
sanctioned with Europe in 2011.

 # Came close to winning his second Asian Tour title at the 
SAIL Open in Delhi when he finished fourth in 2010.

 # Produced a memorable triumph with his breakthrough 
at the Indian Masters at Delhi Golf Club in 2008.

 # Was denied victory at the Hero Indian Open when he 
lost on the first play-off hole to Anirban Lahiri in 2015 
but thanks to three other top-10 results, he finished 
fourth on the Order of Merit and qualified for the 2016 
EurAsia Cup presented by DRB-HICOM.

 # Challenged compatriot Jyoti Randhawa for the Hero 
Honda Indian Open title before losing in a play-off that 
included Vijay Kumar in 2006.

 # Emerged runner-up to Arjun Atwal at the 1999 Indian 
Open.
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Shashank Manohar resigns as ICC chairman, 
15 March 2017

Shashank Manohar has resigned as ICC Chairman with 
immediate effect and leaves vacant the top position in 
world cricket. Manohar has stepped down from his 

post just eight months in charge. 
He had been elected unopposed for the job in May 2016 
and became the first independent Chairman of the game’s 
governing body. 
He had then signed a two year term that began with 
immediate effect after stepping down as president of the 
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI).

Pro Boxing Championship to be held in India, 
15 March 2017

Continuing the professional boxing boom in India, the 
first ever Pro Boxing India Championship will be 
held in association with the Asian Boxing Council 

later this year.
The event, to be promoted by Royal sports Promotions, will 
bring together boxers from across the globe. At present, 
Royal Sports Promotions manages 20 boxers and works 
closely with 25 other boxers for various associations.
The company had earlier organised the first ever AIBA Pro 
Boxing Night in India last year where Vikas Krishan earned 
himself an extra shot at Olympic qualification.
The upcoming league format championship will see eight 
teams battling for the title in five weeks of action. The 
championship will offer a total of 6 winning titles for 6 
weight categories.
A total of 48 boxers will be seen participating in the 
inaugural edition of PBIC wherein there would be a total of 
32 male pugilists and 16 female pugilists.

Babul Supriyo named vice-president of FIFA 
U-17 World Cup LOC, 16 March 2017

Union Minister Babul Supriyo has been appointed 
vice-president of the FIFA U-17 World Cup 
organizing committee. 

The showpiece event, to be hosted by India for the first 
time, will be played from October 6 to 28. The draw of the 
tournament will be held on July 7. A FIFA team is scheduled 
to visit India from March 21 to 27 for the final inspection of 
the facilities in the six cities which will host matches of the 
U-17 World Cup.

Federer beats Wawrinka for fifth Indian Wells 
title, 19 March 2017

Roger Federer claimed a record-equalling fifth ATP 
Indian Wells Masters title, continuing his career 
resurgence with a 6-4, 7-5 victory over Stan 

Wawrinka. 
Federer, sidelined some six months after knee surgery 
last year, returned to win his 18th Grand Slam title at the 
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Australian Open in January. With this triumph in the all-
Swiss final, Federer joined Novak Djokovic as the only men 
to win five Indian Wells titles, adding to those he won in 
2004, 2005, 2006 and 2012. 
At 35, Federer is the oldest ATP player to win one of the 
elite Masters titles, supplanting Andre Agassi who was 34 
when he won in Cincinnati in 2004.

India’s KT Irfan wins bronze medal in 20km 
men’s event at Asian Race Walk Champion-
ships, 19 March 2017

National record holder KT Irfan clocked an impressive 
timing to win a bronze in the 20km men’s event in 
the Asian Race Walk Championships in Nomi.

Irfan finished the race in 1 hour 20 minutes and 59 seconds, 
a tad slower than his national record timing of 1:20.21 which 
he set while finishing 10th in the 2012 London Olympics.
Korea’s Kim Hyun-Sub took the gold in 1:19:50 while 
Georgiy Sheiko of Kazakhstan bagged the silver in 1:20:47.

27-year-old Irfan had won the National Race Walking 
Championships here last month in 1:22:43.48 and has 
already qualified for the World Championships in London 
in August.

Pillai pots silver in Women World Snooker,  
19 March 2017

India’s Vidya Pillai produced a spirited performance 
before settling for silver in the World Women Snooker 
Championship. 

Vidya reached final and was all set to clinch the gold with a 
lead of 4-2 but unfortunately couple of unforced errors gave 
hold to Hong Kong’s best bet and former World Champion, 
Ng On Yee, who won the next three frames in a row to take 
5-4 lead. Though it was not much concern for Vidya as she 
won another frame to set decider.
After scoring 22 points in decider, Vidya gave a chance to 
Ng On Yee, which she converted into a break of 36 to take 
lead of 42-22. With 67 remaining on board, Vidya returned 
with a magnificent comeback but fall short by four points 
with score on board 54-50 in favour of Ng On Yee, which 
she later converted into her victory by potting the required 
pink. 
With that Vidya settled for silver, securing the first 
international medal for India in 2017.
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. Astronomers discover 7 Earth-sized 
planets orbiting nearby star.

2. Homegrown supersonic interceptor mis-
sile test-fired.

3. Highest-resolution 3D maps of dark mat-
ter created.

4. Webb space telescope to hunt for life on 
TRAPPIST-1 planets.

5. Foundation stone of the Banana Re-
search Centre laid in Vaishali, Bihar.

6. Japan launches satellite to monitor N. 
Korea.

SCIENCE The seven exoplanets were all found in tight formation 
around an ultracool dwarf star called TRAPPIST-1. Estimates 
of their mass also indicate that they are rocky planets, rather 
than being gaseous like Jupiter. Three planets are in the 
habitable zone of the star, known as TRAPPIST-1e, f and g, 
and may even have oceans on the surface.
The researchers believe that TRAPPIST-1f in particular is 
the best candidate for supporting life. It’s a bit cooler than 
Earth, but could be suitable with the right atmosphere and 
enough greenhouse gases.
If TRAPPIST-1 sounds familiar, that’s because these 
researchers announced the discovery of three initial planets 
orbiting the same star in May. The new research increased 
that number to seven planets total.

Homegrown supersonic interceptor missile 
test-fired, 01 March 2017 

India successfully test-fired its indigenously developed 
supersonic interceptor missile capable of destroying any 
incoming enemy ballistic missile at low altitude.

This the second time that the missile has been test-fired in 
less than a month and is part of an effort to put in place a 
multi-layer missile defence system.
The launch was conducted in order to validate various 
parameters of the interceptor in flight mode and also adding 
that it was a low altitude trial.
The interceptor was engaged against a target which was 
a Prithvi missile launched from launch complex 3 of the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur near here, taking 
up the trajectory of a hostile ballistic missile.

Astronomers discover 7 Earth-sized planets 
orbiting nearby star, 22 February 2017 

Astronomers have found at least seven Earth-sized 
planets orbiting the same star 40 light-years 
away.  The findings were also announced at a 

news conference at NASA Headquarters in Washington.
This discovery outside of our solar system is rare because 
the planets have the winning combination of being similar 
in size to Earth and being all temperate, meaning they 
could have water on their surfaces and potentially support 
life.
“This is the first time that so many planets of this kind are 
found around the same star,” said Michaël Gillon, lead 
study author and astronomer at the University of Liège 
in Belgium.
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The target missile was launched at about 10.10am from 
Chandipur.
After about four minutes the interceptor, Advanced Air 
Defence (AAD) missile positioned at Abdul Kalam Island 
in the Bay of Bengal, getting signals from tracking radars, 
roared through its trajectory to destroy the incoming hostile 
missile in mid-air, in an endo-atmospheric altitude.
A scientist of the Defence Research Development 
Organisation (DRDO) said that the mission was excellent 
and it was a direct hit.
The interceptor is a 7.5-metre long single stage solid rocket 
propelled guided missile equipped with a navigation system, 
a hi-tech computer and an electro-mechanical activator.
The interceptor missile had its own mobile launcher, secure 
data link for interception, independent tracking and homing 
capabilities and sophisticated radars.
On February 11, an incoming hostile ballistic missile target 
was successfully intercepted at high altitude, above 50 km 
of the earth’s atmosphere by an exo-atmospheric interceptor 
missile off the Odisha coast.
Earlier, a low altitude (endo-atmospheric) test of AAD 
missile was successfully test launched on May 15, 2016 
from the same base.

Highest-resolution 3D maps of dark matter 
created, 03 March 2017 

Scientists, including one of Indian origin, have created 
one of the highest-resolution 3D maps of dark matter 
ever, offering detailed evidence for the existence 

of the elusive particles believed to make up about 80 per 
cent of the universe. The dark matter map is derived from 
Hubble Space Telescope Frontier Fields data of a trio of 
galaxy clusters that act as cosmic magnifying glasses to peer 
into older, more distant parts of the universe, a phenomenon 
known as gravitational lensing.

Priyamvada Natarajan, astrophysicist at the Yale University 
in the US With the data of these three lensing clusters we 
have successfully mapped the granularity of dark matter 
within the clusters in exquisite detail said that we have 
mapped all of the clumps of dark matter that the data 
permit us to detect, and have produced the most detailed 
topological map of the dark matter landscape to date.
Scientists believe dark matter – theorised, unseen particles 
that neither reflect nor absorb light, but are able to exert 
gravity – may comprise 80 per cent of the matter in the 
universe. 
The high-resolution simulations used in the study, known 
as the Illustris suite, mimic structure formation in the 
universe in the context of current accepted theory. The 
findings appear in the journal Monthly Notices of the Royal 
Astronomical Society.

Webb space telescope to hunt for life on 
TRAPPIST-1 planets, 06 March 2017  

An upcoming space telescope - the most powerful 
probe ever built - may help find if any of the seven 
newly discovered planets around the TRAPPIST-1 

star can host life, NASA scientists say. 
Researchers are currently testing the James Webb Space 
Telescope which will be able to view these planets in 
the infrared, beyond the capabilities we currently have. 
Doug Hudgins, Exoplanet Programme Scientist at NASA 
Headquarters in Washington said that if these planets have 
atmospheres, the James Webb Space Telescope will be the 
key to unlocking their secrets. In the meantime, NASA’s 
missions like Spitzer, Hubble, and Kepler are following up 
on these planets.
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Launching in 2018, one of Webb’s main goals is to use 
spectroscopy, a method of analysing light by separating 
it into distinct wavelengths which allows one to identify 
its chemical components (by their unique wavelength 
signatures) to determine the atmospheric components 
of alien worlds. The project is led by NASA along with 
European Space Agency and the Canadian Space Agency.

Foundation stone of the Banana Research 
Centre laid in Vaishali, Bihar, 15 March 2017  

Radha Mohan Singh, Union Agriculture and Farmer’s 
Welfare Minister, on 11 March 2017 laid the 
foundation stone of the Banana Research Centre at 

Gorole, Vaishali, Bihar.
The Banana Research Centre is established to fulfil the 
aspirations of the banana growers of Vaishali.
Key highlights

 # The Banana Research Centre, Vaishali falls under 
Garole area.

 # Garole has been selected for the establishment of the 
centre due to its ecological conditions.

 # The centre will work in the areas of finding reasons 
of less production in banana, enhancement in acreage 
for cultivation, suitable utilization of the various parts 
of the plants, different products, marketing and value 
addition.

 # It is expected that the cooperation of the researchers 
of the centre along with the participation of farmers 
would help to bring a new era of banana cultivation in 
Bihar and surrounding states.

Banana production in India
 # The total production of banana in India is around 14.2 

million tons.
 # India holds number one position in the world in the 

area of banana production.
 # The country stands at number three in acreages which 

is 13% of the entire acreage and 33% of the total 
production.

 # Among the states in India, Maharashtra is the largest 
producer followed by Tamil Nadu. Productivity of 
Maharashtra is 65.7 tonnes/hectare, which is more than 
the average national production of 34.1 tonnes/hectare.

 # In Bihar, Banana is grown in around 27.2 thousand 
hectare, production is around 550 thousand tons and 
average productivity is 20.0 tonnes/hectare, which is 
very less than the national average.

Japan launches satellite to monitor N. Korea, 
17 March 2017  

Japan has launched a surveillance satellite ‘IGS Radar-5’ 
aboard an H-2A rocket.
The H-2A rocket was launched at 10.20 a.m. local time 

from the Tanegashima base in the southeast of Japan.
These types of satellites are designed to capture images 
from several hundred kilometres above the earth and are 
used to monitor the areas where North Korea conducts its 
ballistic.
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India is world’s largest arms importer: SI-
PRI, 21 February 2017 

India was the world’s largest importer of major arms in 
the last five years and its overseas procurement was far 
greater than that of China and Pakistan, a Stockholm-

based think-tank said.
As per latest report of the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI), India accounted for 13% of the 
total global arms import between the years 2012–16 which 
is highest among all the countries.
The report said while China was increasingly able to 
substitute arms imports with indigenous products, India 
remained dependent on weapons technology from Russia, 
the US, Europe, Israel and South Korea.
India was the world’s largest importer of major arms in 
2012–16, accounting for 13 per cent of the global total. 
It said India increased its arms imports by 43% between 
2007–11 and 2012–16 and in the last four years its global 
procurement was far greater than those of its regional rivals 
China and Pakistan. In the last five years, the report found 
that trade of major weapons has increased to its highest 
volume since the Cold War, triggered mainly by sudden 
spurt in demand from Middle East and Asia.
Saudi Arabia was the second largest arms importer in 2012-
16, with an increase of 212% compared with 2007–11. 
Arms imports by Qatar went up by 245%.
According to the report, Russia accounted for a 23% share 
of global exports in the period 2012–16 and 70% of its arms 
exports went to India, Vietnam, China and Algeria.
The US was the top arms exporter in 2012–16 with a one- 
third share of global arms exports and its supplies rose 
by 21% compared with 2007–11. Almost half of its arms 
exports went to the Middle East, said the report.
The report said China’s share of global arms exports rose 
from 3.8 to 6.2% between 2007–11 and 2012–16.
It is now firmly a top-tier supplier, like France and Germany 
which accounted for 6% and 5.6%, respectively. 

Burning Topics of the Month

1. India is world’s largest arms importer: 
SIPRI.

2. Kabir Bedi appointed honourary brand 
ambassador of Sightsavers.

3. Delhi slips, Thiruvananthapuram tops 
city governance ranking.

4. ‘Lipstick Under My Burkha’ win award 
at Glasgow Film Festival.

5. Delhi Metro enters Limca Book of Re-
cords.

6. India will have the world’s largest Mus-
lim population by 2050: Report.

7. Chandigarh to host Destination North 
East event 2017.

8. Book on MPs digital journey released in 
Tokyo.

9. OnePlus ropes in Amitabh Bachchan as 
its new brand ambassador.

10. Indo-Nepal military exercises commence 
in Pithoragarh.

11. IISc Bangalore becomes first Indian 
university to be among world’s top 10: 
Times Higher Education Ranking 2017.

12. India loses 11 billionaires after note ban, 
Mukesh Ambani still richest: Hurun 
report.

13. International Yoga fest to begin in New 
Delhi.

14. Shreya Ghoshal first Indian singer at 
Madame Tussauds.

15. Osmania University to host 105th session 
of science congress.

MISCELLANEOUS



#Mahendra’s

NEWS BYTES 

79

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

MISCELLANEOUS

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Kabir Bedi appointed honourary brand am-
bassador of Sightsavers, 28 February 2017

Noted film actor Kabir Bedi was appointed as the 
honourary brand ambassador of Sightsavers, a 
global organisation working to prevent avoidable 

blindness, in a function.
Sight is fundamental to the functionality of life, Bedi said 
while extending his thanks to the organisation.
Six blind girls from Madhya Pradesh, who had participated 
and won medals in the 5th National Blind and Deaf Judo 
Competition held in Gurgaon in January, were felicitated 
by Bedi and SY Quraishi, honourary chairman of the India 
chapter of the organisation and former Chief Election 
Commissioner of India.

Delhi slips, Thiruvananthapuram tops city 
governance ranking, 01 March 2017

According to survey Delhi slips two places to rank 
ninth while Thiruvananthapuram retains its number 
one position in the annual city governance ranking, 

which evaluated 21 major cities from the country’s 18 states. 
The Annual Survey of India’s City-System (ASICS) was 
undertaken by not-for-profit institution Janaagraha Centre 
for Citizenship and Democracy (JCCD).
The better a city scores in the survey, the more likely it is 
that it will be able to deliver better quality of life to citizens 
over the medium and long-term. 
In the survey, Pune is ranked second, up two ranks from 
2015, while Kolkata retains its third slot. 
The biggest gainer in the 2016 survey is Bhubaneswar, 
which has jumped eight places from 2015 to land at the 10th 
spot. 
Bengaluru has dropped four places to rank 16, while 
Ludhiana, Jaipur and Chandigarh retain their previous 
positions of 19th, 20th and 21st respectively. 
Releasing the survey, JCCD CEO Srikanth Viswanathan 
said India’s cities are not poised to handle urbanisation 
well and the survey for 2016 reveals several systemic 
inadequacies in urban governance that could affect public 
service delivery. 
Viswanathan said the survey showed that Indian cities score 
between 2.1 and 4.4 on scale of 10, as against the global 
benchmarks of London and New York, which score 9.3 and 
9.8 respectively.

‘Lipstick Under My Burkha’ win award at 
Glasgow Film Festival, 01 March 2017

“Lipstick Under My Burkha”, which was denied 
a release certificate by the censor board, has 
won the audience award at the Glasgow Film 

Festival. 
Director Alankrita Shrivastava was presented with the 
award by “Doctor Who” star David Tennant during the 
festival’s Closing Gala.
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The film, which stars Ratna Pathak Shah and Konkona 
Sensharma in key roles, revolves around the lives of 
four Indian women seeking more from life than docile 
domesticity.

Delhi Metro enters Limca Book of Records, 
03 March 2017 

Delhi Metro has made it to the Limca Book of Records 
for erecting 200 girders in one of its upcoming lines 
within a month. 

The feat has been achieved on the Noida - Greater Noida 
corridor.
DMRC chief Mangu Singh was formally handed over the 
certificate from the Limca Book of Records. 
DMRC said in statement that this is the maximum number 
of U-girders ever launched in any Metro corridor in India 
within a month. DMRC used six special trailers to transport 
the girders and six special cranes. 

India will have the world’s largest Muslim 
population by 2050: Report, 04 March 2017 

India will have the largest Muslim population in the world 
by 2050, American think tank Pew Research Centre has 
predicted in its latest report. The research estimated that 

India will have more than 300 million Muslims by 2050, 
while continuing to remain a majority-Hindu country.
A majority of the world’s Muslim population, 62%, live 
in the Asia-Pacific region, including countries such as 
Indonesia, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Iran and Turkey. 
Indonesia currently has the largest Muslim population in 
the world.
Islam is currently the world’s second-largest religion after 
Christianity and is also the fastest-growing major religion. 
As of 2010, there were 1.6 billion Muslims across the 
world. According to a report, if current demographic trends 
continue, the number of Muslims is expected to exceed the 
number of Christians by the end of this century.
The report cited two major reasons for Islam becoming the 
fastest-growing religion. Firstly, Muslims generally have 
more children than members of other religious groups.

Around the world, each Muslim woman has an average 
of 3.1 children, compared with 2.3 for all other groups 
combined.
Secondly, Muslims have the youngest median age of 23 
years (as of 2010), which is seven years younger than 
the median age of other religions. As a result, majority of 
Muslims “already are, or will soon be”, at a point in their 
lives to reproduce.
While it does not change the global population, migration is 
helping to increase the Muslim population in some regions, 
including North America and Europe.
There were 3.3 million Muslims in the United States as of 
2015, the report said. Muslims will make up 2.1% of the US 
population by 2050, the report predicted. Islam is expected 
to surpass people who identify as Jewish, the second-largest 
faith group in the country.

Chandigarh to host Destination North East 
event 2017, 06 March 2017 

Chandigarh will be hosting a three-day long 
Destination North East 2017 event, aimed at 
showcasing North East as a potential destination for 

investment.
The event is being organised by the Ministry of Development 
of North Eastern Region (DoNER), government of India and 
an industry body PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
The event will see round table discussions and exhibition 
stalls showcasing various features of the North East 
Region in order to attract investments in tourism, skill 
development, food processing, handlooms and handicrafts, 
rural livelihoods, entrepreneurship and microfinance, 
horticulture and floriculture, medicinal & aromatic plants, 
organic farming and bamboo development.
The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for 
Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), Jitendra 
Singh will inaugurate the 3-day event.
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Book on MPs digital journey released in 
Tokyo, 06 March 2017

A book chronicling digital progress in Madhya 
Pradesh, penned by Bhopal-based journalist and 
author Sarman Nagele. 

Digital Madhya Pradesh, written in Hindi, was released by 
Asian Productivity Organisation Secretary General Santhi 
Kanoktanaporn recently.
Nagele was part of a mission that went to Japan to study the 
mass media there.
The book scans the digital progress in Madhya Pradesh. 
Santhi described the book as a good resource to understand 
India’s digital landscape.
He said Indian states have potential to emerge as leading 
destinations of information technology and claimed his is 
the first book in Hindi on digital scenario in MP.
Those present at the book launch included senior media 
professionals from Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia, Iran, 
Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, the Philippines, Sri Lanka.

OnePlus ropes in Amitabh Bachchan as its 
new brand ambassador, 07 March 2017 

Chinese smartphone maker OnePlus has roped in 
Bollywood veteran Amitabh Bachchan as its new 
brand ambassador for India.

Sharing his thoughts about the association, Amitabh 
Bachchan said that it gives me immense pleasure to be 
working with the most exciting technology brand in India, 
OnePlus, a truly disruptive technology company known for 
its premium quality and craftsmanship. Being a OnePlus 
user myself, I am thrilled to represent the brand in India and 
become a part of the passionate community of OnePlus fans 
to take the brand legacy ahead.

Indo-Nepal military exercises commence in 
Pithoragarh, 08 March 2017

A two-week-long Indo-Nepal joint military exercise 
‘Surya Kiran’ began at Pithoragarh in Uttarakhand 
with an aim to enhance anti-terror cooperation. 

Christened ‘Surya Kiran’, it is eleventh such joint exercise 
between armies of the two countries in boosting counter 
insurgency operations in mountainous terrain.
The Nepal Army is being represented by the officers and 
troops of the elite Durga Baksh battalion while Indian side 
was represented by the Ekta Shakti battalion of the Punjab 
Regiment of the Army. 
The Defence Ministry said that the exercise will help 
enhance defence co-operation and military relations 
between the two countries.

IISc Bangalore becomes first Indian 
university to be among world’s top 10: Times 
Higher Education Ranking 2017,    
08 March 2017

IISc (Indian Institute of Science) Bangalore has been 
ranked eighth in the Times Higher Education or THE 
Rankings for the year 2017, making it a proud moment 

for the Indian education sector. This is for the first time, 
an Indian university has featured in the list of top 10 
universities of the world.
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The list of ‘Best Small Universities in the World 2017’ was 
released recently. Small universities are those with fewer 
than 5,000 students.
Having a student population of less than 3,000, CalTech of 
the United States of America and South Korea’s Pohang 
University of Science and Technology have secured the 
first and third rank respectively. The Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences ranks ninth in the list.
According to an report, however, besides IISc, no other 
Indian university has managed to grab any position under 
the top 20 ranking. Last year, there were two institutions 
in the top 20, though none were in top 10. In the 2017 
rankings, universities of France and Italian have taken three 
places in the top 10.
Last year, in the ‘BRICS and Emerging Economies 
University Rankings 2017’ report, the Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc) had entered the top 15 universities for the 
first time. India was ranked second in a list of 300 top 
universities in emerging economies, “making great strides” 
in the compilation topped by China. 

India loses 11 billionaires after note ban, 
Mukesh Ambani still richest: Hurun report, 
08 March 2017

According to the Hurun Global Rich List the India.
Mukesh Ambani, chairman of Reliance Industries 
Ltd, is the richest Indian billionaire with a fortune 

of Rs175, 400 crore ($26 billion).
Ambani topped the list of 132 individuals in India while 
globally he is at rank 28.
Chairman of Hinduja group S.P.Hinduja & family (global 
rank: 74) with a net worth of Rs101,000 crore ($14 billion), 
is at number 2 followed by Dilip Shanghvi (global rank: 
74), founder of Sun Pharmaceuticals. Shangvi has dropped 
to the third position because of a 22% decline in his wealth 
of Rs99,000 crore ($14 billion), fueled by an 18% drop in 
shares of Sun Pharma.
Indian construction tycoon Pallonji Mistry (global rank: 
97) is in the fourth position. Mistry is the largest individual 
shareholder in Tata Sons Ltd. He is worth Rs82,700 crore 
($12 billion). Lakshmi N. Mittal (global rank: 97) chairman 
of Arcelor Mittal, the world’s largest steel maker by output, 
ranks fifth with Rs81,800 crore ($12 billion).
Industrialist cum philanthropist Shiv Nadar, (global rank: 
97) is at number 6 with a net worth of Rs81,200 crore ($12 
billion), followed by Cyrus S. Poonawalla (global rank: 
106), also known as the vaccine billionaire, who has a 
personal fortune of Rs75,400 crore ($11billion).
Wipro’s Azim Premji (global rank: 134) is the 8th richest 
Indian with wealth of Rs66,300 crore ($9.7billion), a 26% 
increase from last year, followed by Uday Kotak (global 
rank: 134). Incidentally, Kotak is the only individual from 
the banking sector in the list.
India-born Rueben brothers—David and Simon, share 
the 10th position with a fortune of Rs45,600 crore ($6.7 
billion) with a rise of 29% in their wealth from last year. 
The Rueben brothers are majority owners of Global Switch 
and their Reuben Foundation focuses on healthcare and 
educational causes.
Two new entrants to the list are Vijay Shekhar Sharma of 
Paytm and Directi’s Divyank Turakhia, who also happens 
to the be the youngest Indian billionaire, worth $1.2 billion.
The report says that since demonetisation, India has lost 
11 billionaires. E-commerce poster boys Sachin and Binny 
Bansal are no longer part of the billionaires list.
With 132 individuals from the Hurun India Global List 
2017, Mumbai is the capital for India’s super rich with 42 
billionaires, followed by Delhi (21) and Ahmedabad (9).
China based research firm Hurun’s Global Rich List for 
2016 ranked 2,188 billionaires from 68 countries, adding 99 
to last year’s list. According to the report, their total wealth 
increased by 9% to $7.3 trillion, which is more than the 
combined gross domestic product of Germany and the UK 
and close to half that of the US.
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International Yoga fest to begin in New Delhi, 
08 March 2017 

The two-day International Yoga festival is scheduled 
to begin in New Delhi on 8 March 2017.
The festival is expected to witness participation from 

more than 3500 participants including well-known yoga 
gurus, masters, scholars, policy makers and representatives 
from over 15-18 countries from across the world.
Key Highlights:-

 # The event is reportedly going to be inaugurated by 
Venkaiah Naidu, the Information and Broadcasting 
Minister at the Talkatora stadium.

 # It is being organised by the Morarji Desai National 
Institute of Yoga in association with the Indian Yoga 
associations.

 # The mega event will include parallel yoga workshops, 
lectures, satsang, yoga demos and various other cultural 
programmes.

 # It would also include an exhibition comprising more 
than 50 stalls with yoga appliances, other yoga related 
products, dvds and books on display.

 # Apart from this, the event would comprise a half-day 
seminar on the life sketch and contributions of two 
eminent yoga gurus- Swami Ved Bharati and T KV 
Desikachar for the promotion and further development 
of yoga.

Shreya Ghoshal first Indian singer at Ma-
dame Tussauds, 16 March 2017 

Shreya Ghoshal has become the first Indian singer to 
make it to Madame Tussauds, with her wax figure set 
to be showcased at the upcoming Delhi wing of the 

musuem.
Ghoshal’s statue will be seen striking a singing pose.
The museum, which will be housed in the iconic Regal 
Building, also will also have wax statues of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Bollywood actors Amitabh Bachchan and 
Shah Rukh Khan.

Osmania University to host 105th session of 
science congress, 16 March 2017 

The 105th session of Indian Science Congress, a 
gathering of scientific luminaries from countries 
across the world, will be held at the city-based 

Osmania University (OU) from January 3 to 7 next year.
OU Vice-Chancellor Prof S Ramachandram received 
a communication from the Indian Science Congress 
Association (ISCA) General President Achyuta Samanta in 
this regard.
In the communication, the association informed the 
university about its selection to host the 105th conference 
of the Indian Science Congress. 

Hyderabad emerges as the city with the best 
quality of living, 16 March 2017 

Hyderabad has been ranked as the top Indian city in 
the quality of living ranking, for the third year in 
a row, as per Mercer’s Quality of Living rankings 

2017. For the second year in a row, according to the study, 
New Delhi continues to be ranked lowest, with scores 
remaining constant.
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Both Hyderabad and Pune cities rank higher for quality of 
living than the country’s more traditional business centres, 
Mumbai and New Delhi ranked at 154 and 161, respectively, 
as per the report.
Globally, Vienna occupies first place for overall quality of 
living for the 8th year running, with the rest of the top-ten 
list mostly filled by European cities -- Zurich (2), Munich 
(4), Dusseldorf (6), Frankfurt (7), Geneva (8), Copenhagen 
(9), and Basel (10).
The only non-European cities in the top ten are Auckland 
(3) and Vancouver (5). The highest ranking cities in Asia 
and Latin America are Singapore (25) and Montevideo (79), 
respectively.
Interestingly, Hyderabad has slipped five ranks from 139 
last year to 144, on account of decreased power supply and 
water availability. On the positive side, the city continues to 
score high, in comparison with other surveyed Indian cities, 
on account of lower crime rate.
On the other hand, while New Delhi scores well on account 
of its airport facility, availability of international schools 
and low probability of natural disasters, the positives are 
outweighed by a variety of negatives including a ‘notorious’ 
crime rate, air pollution and water availability.

India’s ranking in women’s political empow-
erment moderate, 17 March 2017 

India has fared moderately in a global ranking of 
countries as per the percentage of women appointed 
in ministerial positions, but was at a bleak position in 

another list on number of women parliamentarians. 
The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and UN Women 
launched the ‘Women in Politics 2017 Map’, a visual 
representation of women’s political empowerment on the 
sidelines of the ongoing session of the Commission on the 
Status of Women here.

India ranked 88th out of 186 countries in the list with of 
18.5 per cent of women appointed in ministerial positions 
as of January 1, 2017. Countries like Rwanda, Kenya, 
Mozambique and South Sudan fared better than India in the 
ranking. 
However, it did not score well in the ranking of nations 
according to number of women elected or appointed to 
parliaments as on January 1. 
It ranked 148 out of the 193 nations, with only 11.48 per cent 
women in the Lower House of Parliament and 11 per cent 
in the Upper House. Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
China and Iraq were ranked higher than India. 
According to the data presented by the Map, the number 
of women in executive government and in the parliaments 
worldwide has stagnated, with only marginal improvements 
since 2015. 
The number of women heads of state or heads of government 
fell from 19 to 17 since 2015, and progress in the number of 
women in the parliaments continues to be slow. 
In Asia, women held 11 per cent of ministerial posts (from 
10.6 per cent in 2015). Indonesia became the country with 
the highest participation of women in government (25.7 per 
cent) in the region, while Vietnam and Nepal experienced 
steep declines drifting below five per cent. 

Five Indians in WEFs 2017 young global lead-
ers list, 18 March 2017  

Five Indians have made it to the World Economic 
Forum’s (WEF) 100 Young Global Leaders list 2017. 
The individuals who represented India in the list 

include Paytm Founder and CEO Vijay Shekhar Sharma, 
Shruti Shibulal of The Tamara Hospitality, Blippar Founder 
and CEO Ambarish Mitra, Hindol Sengupta, Editor at large 
Fortune India and Rwitwika Bhattacharya — Agarwal 
Founder and CEO Swaniti Initiative.
There were nine global leaders from South Asia, out of 
which five are from India. Besides, there are some persons 
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of Indian origin in the US and Europe were also named in 
the list.
Each year, the World Economic Forum (WEF) selects 
100 young leaders, under the age of 40, who are tackling 
the world’s most complex challenges with innovative 
approaches.
In this year’s class of 100 Young Global Leaders, half the 
intake come from emerging economies, reflecting a trend 
towards greater diversity in global leadership.
Hindujas are wealthiest Asians in UK in 2017 
NRI businessmen Hindujas have retained their position 
as the richest Asians in the UK in 2017 with an estimated 
wealth of 19 billion pounds, an increase of 2.5 billion 
pounds over last year, according to an annual ranking of the 
richest Asians in Britain.
Steel tycoon Lakshmi N Mittals secured the second place 
with a fortune of 12.6 billion pounds - up from 6.4 billion 
pounds last year - in the Eastern Eye Asian Rich List, 
Britains 101 Wealthiest Asians 2017, released last night.
According to the list, the Hinduja brothers - Srichand and 
Gopi in London, Prakash in Geneva and Ashok in Mumbai - 
have seen sharp increases in profitability in Ashok Leyland, 
InduSind bank, Gulf Oil, energy and real estate.

This has justified the family’s long adopted policy of 
pursing the path of diversity, the list said.
Mayor of London Sadiq Khan, who was the Chief Guest 
at the 20th Annual Asian Business Awards organised by 
the Asian Media & Marketing Group, presented the first 
copy of the Rich List to G P Hinduja, Co-Chairman of the 
Hinduja Group.
Britains 101 wealthiest Asians are collectively worth 69.9 
billion pounds, up from 55.4 billion pounds last year - a rise 
of 25 per cent.
According to the list, the recovery in the European steel 
market has enabled the Mittal family to double its net worth 
during the year.
Prakash Lohia, Chairman of the Indorama Corporation 
(Petrochemicals) is the 3rd richest in the list with a fortune 
worth 4 billion pounds - up 1 billion pounds over last year.
Anil Agarwal, executive chairman of Vedanta Resources, 
one of the fastest growing mining and metals group in 
the world, is fourth in the list along with Arora brothers - 
Simon, Bobby and Robin who own a chain of retail stores.
Leading NRI industrialist Lord Swraj Paul is 14th in the list 
with an estimated wealth of 800 million pounds as against 
300 million pounds last year.
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Minister of Railways Flags off Country’s first Antyodaya 
Express running between Ernakulam - Howrah

 # Minister of Railways Flags off Sri Ganganagar - 
Tiruchirappalli Humsafar Express

 #  Minister of Railways Launches New Catering Policy
 #  Minister of Railways Launches New Partnership with 

India Post for Business Parcel
 #  Minister of Railways Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu 

flagged off the fourth Humsafar clan of trains and first 
Antyodaya clan of trains through video conferencing 
from Rail Bhawan:

1.      Train No 14715/14716 Sri Ganganagar - Tiruchirappalli 
Humsafar Express (Weekly) (via Krishnarajapuram, 
Pune, Ahmedabad)

2.     Train No 22877/22878 Ernakulam - Howrah 
Antyodaya Express (Weekly) (via Salem, Katpadi, 
Visakhapatnam)

He also launched the following policies:
1. New Catering Policy 2017.
2. New partnership in Parcel Business with Department of Post.
Chairman, Railway Board, A. K. Mital, Member Traffic 
Mohd Jamshed, other Railway Board Members, Secretary 
Department of Post Boyapati V. Sudhakar and other senior 
officials were also present on the occasion.
Speaking on the occasion Ministry of Railways, Suresh 
Prabhakar Prabhu said that “This is the fourth Humsafar 
Express to be launched and it will cross the entire country 
from North to South. Humsafar train is a fully Air 
Conditioned 3 AC service having facilities like GPS based 
Passenger Information System, Passenger announcement 
System, fire and smoke detection and suppression system, 
CCTVs, comfortable seats, mobile and laptop charging 
points, integrated Braille display, LCD display above 
compartment doors in the aisle, Fire retardant curtains, etc.”
He also said that today we are launching the country’s 
first Antyodaya Express to be launched. Tejas and UDAY 
Express will be launched soon. Antyodaya Express is a 
long-distance, fully unreserved, superfast train service, for 
the common man to be operated on dense routes. Antyodaya 
Express will have facilities like  Cushioned luggage racks 
which can serve as seats  Additional hand holds in doorway 
area, J-Hook near longitudinal luggage racks, Multiple Unit 
cables at both ends of the coach, Vestibuled ends for internal 
movement of the passengers, Potable Drinking water 
dispenser, Mobile charging points, Fire Extinguisher with 
anti-theft lock, FRP (Fibre Reinforced Plastic) Modular 
Toilets, Pleasing interior colour scheme, Toilet Occupation 
indication display board, LED Lights, SS Slip-free flooring 
at Doorway & Gangway, Anti-Graffiti coating for exterior 
painting, etc.

Prabhu further said that in this new Catering Policy food 
production and food distribution will be delinked. This will 
be a marriage between the best of both worlds. Food can be 
cooked anywhere like the state of the art kitchens of IRCTC 
in a hygienic manner using mechanized system. Food can 
be distributed using professionals from the hospitality 
industry. For making of food SHGs especially women 
SHGs can be used which will benefit them.
He also said that parcel is the fastest moving freight 
business of Indian Railways. Through this new Business 
Parcel Policy not only India Post but any private player can 
also book space in trains for movement of their Business 
Parcel. Before rolling out this scheme on All India basis 
test was done on 2 trains viz, Train No. 15959  Howrah-
Guwahati-Dibrugarh Kamrup Express between Howrah and 
Guwahati and Train No. 12721   Hyderabad-Nizamuddin  
Deccan Express between Hyderabad and Nizamuddin . 
After the success of the test this scheme is rolled out at All 
India level.
Salient Features of Services / Policies launched:
Humsafar Express
Indian Railways introduced a new Humsafar Express 
between Sriganganagar and Tiruchchirapalli viz. 
14715/14716 Sriganganagar-Tiruchchirapalli Humsafar 
Express (Weekly). The train service inaugurated 
on27.02.2017 by Minister of Railways through video 
conferencing from Rail Bhawan, New Delhi. As announced 
in Railway Budget 2016-17, Humsafar Express are fully 
air-conditioned third AC service with an optional service 
for meals. Till date, 3 Humsafar Express trains have been 
introduced on Indian Railways.
The abstract schedule including timings, composition, 
stoppages etc. of the train service to be introduced is as 
under:
14715/14716 Sriganganagar-Tiruchchirapalli Humsafar 
Express (Weekly)

ANTYODAYA EXPRESS
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 # Days of run:  Ex-SGNR – Tuesday
 # Ex-TPJ – Thursday
 # One way distance: 3199 Kms.
 # Route of Train No. 14715/14716 Humsafar Express
 # Stoppages: Hanumangarh, Suratgarh, Bikaner, 

Jodhpur, Marwar Jn., Abu Road, Palanpur, Mahesana, 
Ahmedabad, Nadiad, Anand, Vadodara, Bharuch, 
Surat,  Vasai Road, Kalyan, Lonavala, Pune, Satara, 
Sangli, Miraj, Belgaum, Dharwad, Hubballi, Harihar, 
Davangere,  Birur, Arsikere, Tumakuru, Banaswadi,  
Krishnrajapuram, Bangerpet,  Salem, Namakkal,  Karur

 # Composition of regular service: 3AC-16, Power Car-2, 
Pantry Car-1= 19 coaches

 # Primary Maintenance: Sri Ganganagar (NWR)
 # Nature of Service: Humsafar Express

Antyodaya Express
Indian Railways introduced the first Antyodaya Express 
between Ernakulam and Howrah viz.  22877/22878 
Ernakulam-Howrah Antyodaya Express (Weekly). The 
train service was inaugurated on 27.02.2017 by Minister of 
Railways through video conferencing from Rail Bhawan, 
New Delhi. As announced in Railway Budget 2016-17, 
Antyodaya Express are long-distance, fully unreserved, 
superfast train service, for the common man to be operated 
on dense routes.

 #  The abstract schedule including timings, composition, 
stoppages etc. of the train service to be introduced is 
as under:

 # 22877/22878 Ernakulam-Howrah Antyodaya Express 
(Weekly)

 # 22878 Ernakulam-Howrah Antyodaya Express 
(Weekly) ↓ Station ↑ 2 2 8 7 7 
Howrah-Ernakulam Antyodaya Express (Weekly)

 # Days of run:  Ex-ERS – Tuesday
 # Ex-HWH – Saturday
 # One way distance: 2307 Kms.
 # Stoppages: Kharagpur, Balasore, Bhadrak, Cuttack, 

Bhubaneswar, Khurda Road, Brahmapur, Palasa, 
Srikakulam Road, Vizianagaram, Duvvada, 
Rajahmundry, Vijaywada, Ongole, Renigunta, Katpadi, 
Jolarpettai, Salem, Erode, Coiambatore, Palakkad, 
Thrisur   

Route of Train No 22877/22878 Antyodaya Express
 # Composition of regular service: General Coach-20, 

Power car-2= 22 coaches
 # Primary Maintenance: Santragachi on RBPC (SER)
 # Nature of Service: Antyodaya Express

New Catering Policy 2017
Mobile Units and Base Kitchens: 

 # IRCTC shall manage catering service on all mobile 
units including catering services on all new trains/ 
trains started on short notice. Pantry car contracts 
awarded by zonal railways shall also be reassigned to 
IRCTC.

 # Meals for all mobile units will be picked up from the 
nominated kitchens, owned operated and managed by 
IRCTC. IRCTC shall develop different archetypes of 
kitchens keeping in view supply of food and usage 
assessed.

 # All four Base Kitchens under departmental operation of 
Zonal Railways (Nagpur, CSTM, BCT and Balharshah) 
and all kitchen units i.e. Refreshment Rooms at A1 
and A category stations, Jan Ahaar, Cell Kitchens 
shall be handed over to IRCTC on ‘as is where is 
basis’.  Besides IRCTC may set up its own Kitchens at 
additional stations if required.

 # Kitchen structures/ land/space will be handed over by 
Zonal Railways to IRCTC, for a period of 10 years 
extendable for another period of 5 years, on a token 
license fee of Re.1/- (Re. one) per sqft. p.a. subject to 
minimum of Rs.100/- p.a.

 # IRCTC shall develop the Business model for the 
kitchens so that they can expand and enhance the 
service.

 # IRCTC shall prepare and submit a detailed concession 
agreement for setting up/development of the kitchens 
for approval of Railway Board.

 # IRCTC shall not outrightly outsource or issue licenses 
for provision of catering services to private licensees.

 # IRCTC shall determine the menu of standard meals and 
A-la-carte items. The standard meals served in trains 
shall be within the fixed tariff approved by Railway 
Board.

 # IRCTC may involve/empanel Self Help groups for 
providing catering related services.

Static Units
 # Zonal Railways will manage static units (catering/milk 

stalls, trolleys etc.) except base kitchens and kitchen 
units to be handed over to IRCTC. IRCTC shall be 
responsible for catering services in static unit viz., 
Food Plazas, Food Courts and Fast Food Units.

 # Allotment of all Minor Catering units at all category of 
stations to be done through open tender.

 # For the first time, it has been envisaged that Allotment 
of Special Minor Units (reserved category) at all 
category stations will be done through open tendering 

ANTYODAYA EXPRESS
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system within the similar reserved category. The 
technical eligibility criteria has been simplified

 # Allotment of Milk Stalls at all stations shall be 
done through open tender system as against calling 
application.

 # For Milk Stalls, in addition to dairy cooperative 
federations/members of NCDFI bodies/agencies 
registered/certified by FSSAI for sale of milk and milk 
products have been made eligible to participate at all 
category of stations.

 # Provision of perpetual renewal has been done away 
with. Now it has been envisaged that tenure of all static 
units (except kitchen units and Food Plaza) shall be 5 
years only.  

 # For smooth implementation of renewal, ceiling 
limit on holding of minor units including milk stalls, 
computation of units has been defined. 

 # 33% sub quota for women in allotment of each category 
of minor catering units at all category of stations has 
been provided.

Partnership in Parcel Business with Department of Post
1.   In order to provide end to end parcel services to the 

customers by effective   partnership between Indian 
Railways and Department of Post, certain sectors have 
been identified in which the parcel traffic offered by 
DOP can be transported by IR.

2.  Department of Post has identified following trains 
for allotment of parcel space  in the assistant guard 
compartment of  front  SLR  :

 # 15959 Howrah-Guwahati- Dibrugarh Kamrup Express.
(Howrah-Guwahati)

 # 18646 Hyderabad-Howrah East Coast Express.
(Hyderabad-Howrah)

 # 12322 Mumbai-Howrah Mail.( Mumbai-Howrah)
 # 12721 Hyderabad-Nizamuddin  Dakshin Express.( 

Hyderabad-Delhi)
 # 17230 Hyderabad-Tiruvananthapuram- Sabari Express. 

(Hyderabad-Cochin).
3.  Out of the above 5 trains,  AGC space was made 

available for use of Department of Posts on RMS rates 
in  two trains (i) 15959  Howrah-Guwahati-Dibrugarh 
Kamrup Express between Howrah and Guwahati at Rs 
7115 per trip and (ii) 12721   Hyderabad-Nizamuddin  
Deccan Express between Hyderabad and Nizamuddin 
at Rs 10020 per trip on pilot basis for six months.

4.    The permission could not be granted in remaining 
trains due to reversal of engine enroute.

5.   DoP has commenced operations on the 12721 
Hyderabad-Nizamuddin from 01.02.2017 and on 
15959 Howrah-Guwahati from 20.02.2017.

6.   Now DOP has been permitted to use AGC of train 
12322 from 27.02.2017 as   engine   reversal enroute 
is not involved anymore.  The per trip earning from the 
service will be Rs 12,954/- and the assured transit time 
from Mumbai to Howrah is 38 hrs.

ANTYODAYA EXPRESS
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SWACHH BHARAT MILESTONE- 
100 DISTRICTS IN INDIA 

DECLARED ODF 

Govt launches nationwide Swachh Shakti Saptah to 
underline women’s role in Swachh Bharat Mission
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation today launched 
Swachh Shakti Saptah, a week-long programme of activities 
across the country to highlight the role of women in Swachh 
Bharat Mission and to recognize their leadership.
 Union Minister of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Narendra 
Singh Tomar, made the national launch of Swachh Shakti 
Saptaah in Gurugram, Haryana, at a joint event with the 
Government of Haryana. 
Over 1000 women swachhta champions from grassroots in 
Haryana attended the event. Deputy Commissioners of 11 
ODF districts of Haryana were honoured on the occasion. 
The launch was done with release of balloons by ground 
level women leaders, inauguration of a sanitation related 
exhibition and a series of folk cultural presentation relating 
to women and Swachhta.
Speaking at the event, Tomar lauded the leadership role 
being played by women across the rural India in the 
implementation of Swachh Bharat Mission and for making 
Swachhta a Jan Andolan. 
He announced that throughout the coming week, there 
will be nationwide events honouring women champions, 
women sarpanches, ASHA workers, school teachers, young 
students and senior citizens. 

He said that the week will culminate with a mega-event 
in Gujarat named Swachh Shakti 2017 where the Prime 
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, will address 6000 women 
sarpanches and honour them for their contribution to 
Swachh Bharat.
The Minister also announced that the number of ODF (Open 
Defecation Free) districts in the country has now crossed 
100. Over 1.7 lakh villages have become ODF. 
He said that the achievement of this milestone has made it 
an occasion of double celebration for the Mission. 
He lauded everyone involved in the Swachh Bharat 
Mission, especially the administrations of these 100 
districts, for their exceptional efforts towards making the 
Prime Minister’s vision of a Swachh and Open Defecation 
Free India a reality.
O.P Dhankar, Haryana Minister for Development & 
Panchayats, and Agriculture, was also present at the event. 
Speaking on the occasion, he said that women are natural 
leaders of Swachh Bharat Mission. 
He also declared that Haryana will become an ODF State 
by November 2017.
Senior officers of the central and state government attended 
the function along with other stakeholders.
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SHRI KIREN RIJIJU 
LAUNCHES “MYSSB APP” 

SSB signs MoU with NSDC & NSDF 
A MoU was signed between Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB), 
National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) and 
National Skill Development Fund (NSDF), in presence 
of Union Minister of State for Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship Rajiv Pratap Rudy and Union Minister of 
State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju. 
During the event an android based and in-house developed 
mobile application “MySSB” was launched by Kiren Rijiju. 
The Minister lauded the efforts in developing the application 
and expressed hope that SSB will continue keeping the 
welfare of its personnel on priority basis. 
Rajiv Pratap Rudy said that the effort and contributions 
made by our security forces need to be recognized. He said 
that the paramilitary forces are highly skilled because of 
the nature of their job and his Ministry aspires to provide 
them better livelihood options for their future. He said that 
recently, a MoU with the CRPF was fostered and today we 
enter into a partnership with SSB, NSG and Welfare And 
Rehabilitation Board (WARB). He said that he is glad to 
share that, subsequent to his request the CRPF has decided 
to change the nomenclature associated with the skill set 
under which their employment framework is to be given 
a facelift and to make it more socially acceptable. The 
Minister expressed hope that other forces follow suit post 
this endeavour. These workforces are an important and 
integral part of our society and respect should be given to 
all those who possess skills in them, he added. This will also 

make skilling an aspiration and we can aim to attract more 
people to our mission. 
After signing the MoU, DG, SSB, Smt. Archana 
Ramasundaram said that SSB will be able to provide 
gainful employment to the retiring/retired personnel of SSB 
in-order to facilitate resettlement through generation of 
second career option. She said that the MoU will establish 
a framework under which dependants of SSB personnel as 
well as locals, school dropouts, victims and potential victims 
of Human Trafficking will also be benefited directly in the 
area/region where SSB is deployed. She said that the mobile 
application “MySSB” will cater to the general requirements 
and information of Force personnel i.e. accessibility to 
details of salary & allowance, GPF subscription, service 
particulars including posting profile, APAR etc. 
Presently, SSB has been deployed with its mandate to guard 
1751 kms of Indo-Nepal and 699 kms of Indo-Bhutan 
Borders as well as deployed in the state of Bihar, Jharkhand 
& Chhattisgarh for ANO duties and in the state of J&K for CI 
Ops. duties. Through this MoU the unemployed educated/ 
uneducated youths will get an opportunity to adopt a course 
of their choice/earn their livelihood and plan their future. 
Skill development training programme will be organised 
in collaboration with Ministry of Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship. Sectors like Apparel, Food Processing, 
Beauty and Wellness, Automotives, Security, Sports etc are 
given emphasis for the said programme. 
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The President of India, Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated an 
international conference on ‘Bharat Bodh’ (Idea of Bharat) 
organized by the Indira Gandhi National Open University 
and Bhartiya Shikshan Mandal (February 23, 2017) in New 
Delhi. 
Speaking on the occasion, the President complimented 
the Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) 
and the Bharatiya Shikshan Mandal for organizing this 
conference bringing together intellectuals, academicians 
and researchers to unravel various aspects of the “Bharat 
Bodh” (Idea of Bharat). He expressed happiness that 
these two collaborators have brought their respective 
areas of expertise and scholarship to this important three 
day conference. He stated that the synergy and dynamism 
of these institutions should channelize the exploration of 
thousands of years of our journey as a civilization and people. 
He also hoped that deep insights would be gained into the 
idea of statecraft, governance, individual-society relations, 
structures, purposes and methodology of education, organic 
relationships with nature, and correlation between spiritual 
and material life.
The President said that Bharat has always been recognized 
as the storehouse of knowledge and discovery - knowledge 
which liberates, and discovery which fathoms the deepest 
thoughts of humanity and co-existence. As the origin and 
repository of philosophical and spiritual values, rivers of 
wisdom flow through the collective consciousness of our 
great people. He quoted American author Mark Twain and 
said “India is the cradle of the human race, the birthplace 
of human speech, the mother of history, the grandmother of 
legend, and the great grandmother of tradition. Our most 

valuable and most instructive materials in the history of man 
are treasured up in India only”. The President said that this 
was indeed true. India is a land of great traditions, history and 
discoveries. Its people have lived in this great civilization 
giving rise to a unique trait of oneness overcoming the 
apparent contradictions, thriving on a composite culture and 
yet alive to the identities of its sub-parts. The President said 
that India is a land of huge diversity. Yet all its people are 
living under one system, one flag and one Constitution. All 
of us are proud to be Indiansand we celebrate this diversity.  
He hoped that the deliberations at the Conference would 
enrich our perceptions regarding our country.   
The President said that the idea of Bharat flows from the 
eternal wisdom of our rich intellectual traditions. Constant 
churning and refinement has been the secret of the continuity 
of the Bharatiya thought through times and turbulences. Our 
core civilizational values which are equally relevant today 
and which speak  of love for the motherland, performance 
of duty, compassion for all, tolerance for pluralism, respect 
for women, honesty in life, self-restraint in conduct, 
responsibility in action, and discipline – form the Bharatiya 
world view. The Bharatiya conceptualization of the world 
encompasses philosophy, knowledge systems, principles of 
statecraft and legality, literature, architecture, art and music 
and all other important spheres of life. The diverse strands 
of the Bharatiya thought find unity in their objectives 
similar to the diversity and oneness of the universe. They 
remain instilled with the same essential spirit residing in 
every being and non-being. This is manifested in the unique 
ways of celebrating our diversity and confluence, and 
change with continuity.

‘BHARAT BODH’
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Lok Sabha on 14 March 2017 passed the Enemy Property 
(Amendment and Validation) Bill, 2016. The bill was 
earlier passed with some amendments by the Rajya Sabha 
on 10 March 2017.
The amendments to the bill were moved in the Lok Sabha 
by Home Minister Rajnath Singh. The Bill will replace the 
ordinance promulgated by the government.
With this passage in both the houses of Parliament, the Bill 
will be sent to President Pranab Mukherjee for his approval. 
Mukherjee’s nod on the bill will turn it into an Act.
Enemy property must go to government: Supreme Court
Highlights of the Enemy Property Bill 2016

 # It guards against the claims of succession or transfer of 
the properties left by people who migrated to Pakistan 
and China after wars.

 # The Bill seeks to amend the Enemy Property Act, 1968, 
to vest all rights, titles and interests in enemy property 
in the Custodian.

 # It also declares transfer of enemy property by the 
enemy, conducted under the Act, to be void.

 # This applies retrospectively to transfers that have 
occurred before or after 1968.

 # As per the amendments, once an enemy property is 
vested in the Custodian, it shall continue to be vested 
in him as enemy property irrespective of whether the 
enemy, enemy subject or enemy firm has ceased to be 
an enemy due to reasons such as death.

Enemy Property Amendment Bill 2016
After the Indo-Pakistan War of 1965, the Enemy Property 
Act was enacted in 1968, which regulates such properties 
and lists the Custodian’s powers.
The amendments are aimed at plugging the loopholes in 
the Act to ensure that the enemy properties that have been 
vested in the Custodian remain so and do not revert to the 
enemy subject or enemy firm.
Before passage in the two houses, Rajnath Singh clarified 
that the legislation does not violate the principles of natural 
justice and human rights. In the case of mistakes, where 
any property is declared as the enemy property, the affected 
party has the right to move to the grievance redressal 
mechanism, which is provided in the bill.
Besides, he also clarified that no enemy property has been 
disposed of so far by the custodian.
 

LOK SABHA PASSES THE 
ENEMY PROPERTY BILL 2016
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Dolby Theatre at the Hollywood & Highland Centre
Sunday, February 26, 2017
Honouring movies released in 2016.
Ceremony hosted by: Jimmy Kimmel.
Date   : February 26, 2017
Site     :       Dolby Theatre
                   Hollywood, Los Angeles,   
   California, U.S.
Hosted by  : Jimmy Kimmel
Preshow host(s) : Jess Cagle

 # Amy Robach
 # Robin Roberts
 # Lara Spencer
 # Michael Strahan
 # Joe Zee

Produced by :       Michael De Luca
                             :       Jennifer Todd
Directed by          :      Glenn Weiss
Highlights
Best Picture          :     Moonlight

Most awards :       La La Land 
Most nominations :    La La Land 
The 89th Academy Awards ceremony, presented by the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS), 
honored the best films of 2016, and took place on February 
26, 2017, at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, Los Angeles, 
California, at 5:30 p.m. PST.

During the ceremony, AMPAS presented Academy Awards 
(commonly referred to as Oscars) in 24 categories. 

The ceremony, televised in the United States by ABC, 
was produced by Michael De Luca and Jennifer Todd and 
directed by Glenn Weiss.

Comedian Jimmy Kimmel hosted the ceremony for the first 
time.

In related events, the Academy held its 8th Annual 
Governors Awards ceremony at the Grand Ballroom of the 
Hollywood and Highland Center on November 12, 2016. 

On February 11, 2017, in a ceremony at the Beverly Wilshire 
Hotel in Beverly Hills, California,the Academy Scientific 
and Technical Awards were presented by hosts John Cho 
and Leslie Mann.

Moonlight won three awards, including Best Picture, and 
La La Land won the most awards of the ceremony with six 
after receiving a record-tying 14 nominations.

Moonlight became the first film with an all-black cast to 
win Best Picture. 

Hacksaw Ridge and Manchester by the Sea won two awards 
each. 

Winners with one award include Arrival, Fantastic Beasts 
and Where to Find Them, Fences, The Jungle Book, O.J.: 
Made in America, Piper, The Salesman, Sing, Suicide 
Squad, The White Helmets, and Zootopia.

The Academy Awards, or “Oscars”, is given by the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS). Winners are 
awarded a copy of a statuette, officially called the Academy 
Award of Merit. It is also known as Oscar Awards. The first 
Academy Awards presentation was held on May 16, 1929.

THE 89TH ACADEMY 
AWARDS|2017-I

OSCAR WINNERS
Best Picture Moonlight

Actor in a Leading Role Casey Affleck, Manchester by the Sea   

Actress in a Leading Role Emma Stone, La La Land 
Actor in a Supporting Role Mahershala Ali,Moonlight

Actress in a Supporting Role Viola Davis,Fences

Animated Feature Film Zootopia, B.Howard, R. Moore and Clark Spencer

Cinematography La La Land, Linus Sandgren

Costume Design Colleen Atwood, Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them.

Directing Damien Chazelle, La La Land
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OSCAR AWARDS

Documentary (Feature) O.J.: Made in America Ezra Edelman and Caroline Waterlow

Documentary (Short) The White Helmets Orlando von Einsiedel and Joanna…

Film Editing Hacksaw Ridge John Gilbert

Foreign Language Film The Salesman Iran; Directed by Asghar Farhadi

Makeup and Hairstyling Suicide Squad Alessandro Bertolazzi, Giorgio…

Music (Original Score) La La Land Justin Hurwitz

Music (Original Song) City Of Stars from La La Land Music by Justin Hurwitz; Lyric by…

Production Design La La Land David Wasco (Production Design);…

Short Film (Animated) Piper Alan Barillaro and Marc Sondheimer

Short Film (Live Action) Sing Kristof Deák and Anna Udvardy

Sound Editing Arrival Sylvain Bellemare

Sound Mixing Hacksaw Ridge Kevin O’Connell, Andy Wright,…

Visual Effects The Jungle Book Robert Legato, Adam Valdez, 
Andrew…

Writing (Adapted) Moonlight Screenplay by Barry Jenkins; Story…

Writing (Original) Manchester by the Sea Written by Kenneth Lonergan

THE 89TH ACADEMY 
AWARDS|2017-II
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Q.1.  Which of the following country 
is the largest holder of US 
government securities in 2016?

 1) India 2) Japan 
3) China 4) Pakistan 
5) Singapore

Q.2.  ______ Chief Minister TR 
Zeliang resigned as Chief 
Minister of the state.

 1) Arunachal Pradesh 
2) Manipur  
3) Assam  
4) Nagaland  
5) Sikkim

Q.3.  The book titled ‘Hema Malini: 
Beyond the Dream Girl’ is 
authored by-

 1) Ramesh Sippi  
2) Mani Ratnam  
3) Prakash Jha  
4) Shyam Benegal 
5) Ram Kamal Mukherjee

Q.4.  Which movie has won the 
International Federation of Art 
Cinemas (CICAE) award at the 
67th Berlin International Film 
Festival?

 1) Newton  
2) Django  
3) One Body and Soul 
4) A Fantastic Woman 
5) Wild Maus

Q.5.  Which movie has bagged the 
best original screenplay prize 
at ‘Writers Guild of America 
award’ (WGA)?

 1) La La Land  
2) Arrival  
3) Manchester by the Sea 
4) Fences  
5) Moonlight

Q.6.  Who has been honoured with 
the Best Green Organisation of 
the Year Award?

 1) Katamati Iron Mine 
2) Jajpur Iron Mine 

3) Sundergarh Iron Mine 
4) Singhbhumi Iron Mine 
5) Ratnagiri Iron Mine

Q.7.  Who has been appointed as the 
NSA of US?

 1) Steven Mnuchin 
2) Mike Pence  
3) Jeff Sessions  
4) Herbert Raymond McMaster 
5) Peter Lavoy

Q.8.  Vitaly Churkin hailed from 
which country?

 1) Norway 2) Russia 
3) Estonia 4) Latvia 
5) Poland

Q.9.  According to a report by SIPRI, 
which country is the world’s 
largest importer of major arms 
in the last five years?

 1) Pakistan 2) Japan 
3) USA 4) China 
5) India

Q.10.  Who among the following will 
be awarded with the ‘Sahitya 
Akademi Translation Award’ 
for the year 2016 alongwith 22 
language translators?

 1) V.Ramakrishnan 
2) Altamas Kabir 
3) Raj Chengappa 
4) P.Jayaraman  
5) Surendra Verma

Q.11.  V K Srinivasan, who died 
recently was a famous-

 1) Singer 2) Journalist 
3) Author 4) Sitarist 
5) Politician

Q.12.  The first heliport in India will be 
inaugurated by Civil Aviation 
Minister _____ in North Delhi.

 1) Anant Geete  
2) Ashok Gajapathi Raju 
3) Bandaru Dattatreya 
4) Jual Oram  
5) Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi

Q.13.  According to the latest New 
World Wealth report, which 
country has witnessed the 
largest number of millionaire 
inflows at 11,000 in 2016?

 1) New Zealand  
2) USA  
3) Australia  
4) UAE  
5) Singapore

Q.14.  According to PR firm Burson-
Marsteller, who has become 
the most followed world leader 
on Facebook, with nearly 40 
million followers?

 1) Donald Trump 
2) Angela Merkel 
3) Barak Obama  
4) Vladimir Putin 
5) Narendra Modi

Q.15.  Who became the first woman to 
lead Scotland Yard in its 187-
year history?

 1) Aung San Suu Kyi 
2) Angela Merkel 
3) Dilma Rousseff 
4) Mehriban Aliyev 
5) Cressida Dick 

Q.16.  Queensland University of 
Technology of Australia has 
signed an agreement with IIT 
______ to undertake joint 
applied research in information 
security, combustion and health 
technologies.

 1) Delhi 2) Madras 
3) Kanpur 4) Roorkie 
5) Kharagpur

Q.17.  Kenneth J Arrow related to-

 1) Literature 2) Medicine 
3) Physics 4) Economics 
5) Sports

Q.18.  Railway Minister Suresh 
Prabhu launched the _______, 
a new fully unreserved train for 
the ‘common man’. 
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 1) Gatimaan Express 
2) Antyodaya Express 
3) UDAY  
4) Humsafar  
5) Tejas

Q.19.  “Mkavach’ and ‘Samvid” are-

 1) Antivirus  
2) Wellfare Scheme 
3) Mobile Application 
4) Payment Gateway 
5) QR Code

Q.20.  Who among the following has 
won the International Hockey 
Federation’s male Player of the 
Year (2016)?

 1) Christopher Zeller 
2) Moritz Furste  
3) Florian Fuchs  
4) Sohail Abbas  
5) John John Dohmen

Q.21.  Which of the following state   
became the 22nd state to join 
UDAY scheme?

 1) UP  
2) Uttarakhand  
3) Sikkim  
4) Kerala  
5) Tamil Nadu

Q.22.  The ninth BRICS Summit will 
be held in-

 1) Brazil 2) China 
3) India 4) South Africa 
5) Russia

Q.23.  Who was given the 30th 
Moortidevi award by Bharatiya 
Jnanpith organisation on March 
4, 2017?

 1) M P Veerendra Kumar 
2) P.Jayaraman  
3) V.K.Srinivasan 
4) V.Ramakrishnan 
5) Raj Chengappa

Q.24.  Which country has won 
Rollball World Cup 2017?

 1) India 2) Iran 
3) Australia 4) Pakistan 
5) Sweden

Q.25.  Who among the following has 
been awarded with the first ‘Dr 
Stya Paul Memorial Award’ for 
his outstanding contribution to 
India-UK ties?

 1) Veerendra Kumar 
2) P Jayaraman  
3) Virendra Sharma 
4) Surendra Verma 
5) Shibaji Banerjee

Q.26.  Where did Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi unveiled 112 
feet high statue of ‘Adiyogi’ or 
Lord Shiva on the occasion of 
Maha Shivaratri?

 1) Lucknow 2) Surat 
3) Gandhinagar 4) Coimbatore 
5) Ernakulum

Q.27.  What does TFA stands for?

 1) Trade Facility Agreement 
2) Trade FacilitationAgreement  
3) Trade Finance Agreement 
4) Trade Fiscal Agreement 
5) Trade Forum Authority

Q.28.  The Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs (CCEA) is 
headed by-

 1) Arvind Panagadia 
2) Arvind Subramaniyam 
3) Amitabh Kant 
4) Narendra Modi 
5) Pranab Mukherjee

Q.29.  What is the name of the first 
South African player who 
reached the 9000 Mark?

 1) AB de Villiers 
2) Faf du Plessis  
3) Hashim Amla  
4) David Miller  
5) Jaques Kallis

Q.30.  Which movie has won the best 
Picture award at the Oscars 
2017?

 1) Moonlight  
2) La La Land  
3) Arrival  
4) Manchester By the Sea 
5) Lion

Q.31.  Who has been named as the 
global ambassador for the 
American Cancer Society?

 1) Taylor Swift  
2) Normani Kordei 
3) Britney Spears 
4) Katy Perry  
5) Lady Gaga

Q.32.  According to New World 
Wealth, which city emerged as 
the richest city of India?

 1) New Delhi 2) Bengaluru 
3) Mumbai 4) Pune 
5) Noida

Q.33.  In which state, India’s first post 
office passport centre has been 
opened?

 1) Maharashtra  
2) Uttar Pradesh  
3) Bihar  
4) Madhya Pradesh 
5) Assam

Q.34.  Who has been named “EY 
Entrepreneur of the Year for 
2016”?

 1) Ratan Tata  
2) Mukesh Ambani 
3) Anil Ambani  
4) Azim Premji  
5) Vivek Chaand Sehgal

Q.35.  Paytm has launched a new 
mobile app and online shopping 
portal called-

 1) Paytm Mall 2) Paytm Shop 
3) Paytm Retail 4) Paytm Hub 
5) Paytm Outlet

Q.36.  Which team has won the 
Hockey India League 2017 
title?
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 1) Ranchi Rays  
2) Punjab Warriors 
3) Delhi Waveriders 
4) Dabang Mumbai 
5) Kalinga Lancers

Q.37.  Rahat Medical Project was 
recently launched in which 
state?

 1) Tamil Nadu 2) Assam 
3) Sikkim 4) Kerala 
5) Rajasthan

Q.38.  Who has been named as the 
‘Captain of the Year’ at the 10th 
annual ESPNcricinfo Awards?

 1) Alastair Cook  
2) Steve Smith  
3) Virat Kohli  
4) Faf du Plessis  
5) Kane Williamson

Q.39.  Government of which state has 
set up an online system called 
sex ratio monitoring dashboard 
as part of the ‘Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao’ Scheme to monitor the 
sex ratio?

 1) Haryana 2) Gujarat 
3) Punjab 4) West Bengal 
5) Tamil Nadu

Q.40.  Who become the first female 
cricketer to be nominated for the 
BCCI Lifetime Achievement 
Award?

 1) Sharmila Chakraborty 
2) Shantha Rangaswamy  
3) Shobha Pandit 
4) Anjali Sharma 
5) Rita Patel

Q.41.  Recently which country has 
test-fired the latest versions 
of the Nasr and Dehlaviyeh 
missiles during military 
exercises in the Gulf?

 1) China 2) Pakistan 
3) Iraq 4) Iran 
5) India

Q.42.  Who has clinched silver in the 
men’s Double Trap event at the 
ISSF World Cup in New Delhi?

 1) Jitu Rai  
2) Gagan Narang 
3) Vijay Kumar  
4) Bhim Singh  
5) Ankur Mittal 

Q.43.  Who has been re appointed as 
the new Head of WTO?

 1) Christine Legarde 
2) Guy Ryder  
3) Antonio Guterres 
4) Jim Yong Kim 
5) Roberto Azevedo

Q.44.  According to the Annual 
Survey of India’s City-System 
(ASICS), which city is on top 
position in the annual city 
governance ranking 2016?

 1) Delhi  
2) Mumbai  
3) Chennai  
4) Thiruvananthapuram 
5) Coimbatore

Q.45.  The country’s first integrated 
heliport was inaugurated in-

 1) Chennai 2) Mumbai 
3) New Delhi 4) Pune 
5) Bengaluru

Q.46. Who assumed charge as 
the chairman of National 
Commission for Scheduled 
Tribes (NCST)?

 1) Nand Kumar Sai 
2) Sanjiv Singh  
3) V.Ramakrishnan 
4) Surendra Verma 
5) Ajay Tyagi

Q.47.  Recenly which movie has 
won the audience award at the 
Glasgow Film Festival?

 1) Santa Banta Pvt Ltd 
2) Mohalla Assi   
3) Deshdrohi  

4) Lipstick Under My Burkha 
5) MSG: The Messenger

Q.48.  Under which project, the World 
Bank will provide $63 million 
loan to India to empower 
6.8 lakh adolescent girls in 
Jharkhand?

 1) Tejaswini 2) Shakti 
3) Durga 4) Baruni 
5) Gayatri

Q.49.  Who has been named India’s 
next Ambassador to the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
from June this year?

 1) J.S.Deepak  
2) Sanjiv Singh  
3) Nand Kumar Sai 
4) D.R.Doley Barman 
5) Ankur Mittal

Q.50.  Who has been nominated for 
the prestigious ‘Polly Umrigar 
award’ presented to the 
‘International Cricketer of the 
Year’?

 1) Alastair Cook  
2) Virat Kohli  
3) Ab De Villiers 
4) Shane Watson 
5) M.S.Dhoni

Q.51.  ‘Key Resolve and Foal Eagle’, 
is a joint military exercise 
between whom?

 1) India and USA 
2) China and USA 
3) India and South Korea 
4) USA and South Korea 
5) India and Oman

Q.52.  Who has won a gold medal 
for India in the 50m men’s air 
pistol event at the ISSF World 
Cup 2017?

 1) Ankur Mittal  
2) Jitu Rai  
3) Gagan Narang 
4) Vijay Kumar  
5) Mukul Sharma
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Q.53.  Which country will host the 
World Women’s Youth Boxing 
Championship in November 
this year?

 1) China 2) Bangladesh 
3) India 4) Australia 
5) Japan

Q.54.  John Hampshire hailed from 
which country?

 1) France 2) USA 
3) Belgium 4) Turkey 
5) England

Q.55.  The Indian Navy successfully 
conducted the maiden firing 
of an anti-ship missile from 
an indigenously built scorpene 
class submarine-

 1) INS Chakra  
2) INS Arihant  
3) INS Kalvari  
4) INS Khanderi  
5) INS Sindhughosh

Q.56.  What is the name of the Radar, 
which is formally handed over 
to Indian Army by DRDO?

 1) Swati 2) Rohini 
3) Rajendra 4) Aerostat 
5) Indra

Q.57.  Who has been appointed as the 
new PM of Sudan?

 1) Omar al-Bashir 
2) Jacob Zuma  
3) Abdul al-Bashir 
4) Bakri Hassan Saleh 
5) Hassan Rouhani

Q.58.  Which Indian movie has 
bagged maximum awards at 
the South African International 
Film Festival 2017?

 1) Kahani  
2) Airlift  
3) Bajirao Mastani 
4) Neerja  
5) Pink

Q.59.  Which university has won the 
annual Visitor’s Award 2017 
for the Best University?

 1) Indian Institute of Science 
2) Aligarh Muslim University 
3) Manipal University 
4) Jawaharlal Nehru University 
5) Amity University

Q.60.  Who will be awarded with the 
2017 John F. Kennedy Profile 
in Courage Award?

 1) Narendra Modi  
2) Vladimir Putin 
3) Barack Obama 
4) Pranab Mukherjee 
5) Xi Jinping

Q.61.  Who has been appointed as the 
new Chairperson of the Inland 
Waterways Authority of India 
(IWAI)?

 1) Sanjay Singh  
2) Soma Mondal 
3) Sanjiv Singh  
4) Nutan Guha Biswas 
5) Amjad Hussain

Q.62. Recently, Dr Reddy’s 
Laboratories has announced 
the acquisition of 100 per cent 
stake in Imperial Credit Private 
Ltd. Imperial Credit Private Ltd 
is based in __________.

 1) Bengaluru 2) Pune 
3) Kolkata 4) Mumbai 
5) Hyderabad

Q.63.  Who has been conferred 
with the 2017 Peter J Gomes 
Humanitarian of the Year Award 
of the Harvard University?

 1) Aung San Suu Kyi 
2) Robyn Rihanna Fenty 
3) Kailash Satyarthi 
4) Malala Yousafzai 
5) Vladimir Putin

Q.64.  Syed Shahabuddin died 
recently. He was a __________.

 1) IFS and MP 2) Sitarist 
3) Writer 4) Singer 
5) Journalist

Q.65. India’s tallest national flag, 
measuring 360 feet, was hoisted 
in which state?

 1) J&K  
2) Gujarat  
3) Maharashtra  
4) Madhya Pradesh 
5) Punjab

Q.66.  The ATP Mexico Open tennis 
tournament 2017 title won by-

 1) Sam Querrey  
2) Rafael Nadal  
3) Andy Murray  
4) Novak Djokovich 
5) Roger Federer

Q.67.  Who is the author of the book 
‘Digital Madhya Pradesh’, 
which was recently released 
in Tokyo,Japan by Asian 
Productivity Organisation ?

 1) Kiran Desai  
2) Amitav Ghosh 
3) Sarman Nagele 
4) Vikram Seth  
5) Arundhati Roy

Q.68.  Which NGO has won the 
Global NGO Excellence Award 
under the Best Healthcare NGO 
category?

 1) CARE  
2) DATRI  
3) SOFOSH  
4) EKJUT  
5) Uday Foundation

Q.69.  Tommy Page related to which 
field?

 1) Politics 2) Sports 
3) Literature 4) Music 
5) Journalism

Q.70.  Which passport has been rated 
the world’s most valuable by co 
nsulting firm Nomad Capitalist?

 1) India 2) Spain 
3) Italy 4) Belgium 
5) Swedish
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Q.71.  Indian Navy’s oldest warship, 
_____ which has spent 30 
years in the Indian Navy and 27 
years in the Royal Navy, was 
decommissioned in Mumbai.

 1) INS Jalashwa  
2) INS Vikrant  
3) INS Chakra  
4) INS Arihant  
5) INS Viraat

Q.72.  Which state will be awarded 
with the Nari Shakti Purashkar 
for the year 2016?

 1) Assam 2) Rajasthan 
3) Uttar Pradesh 4) Odisha 
5) Tamil Nadu

Q.73.  Rabi Ray was -

 1) Former NSA  
2) Former CJI  
3) Former Lok Sabha Speaker 
4) Former Attorney General 
5) Former CM

Q.74.  Name the first Indian university 
who has been placed in the Times 
Higher Education Rankings, 2017?

 1) Indian Institute of Science  
    Bangalore

 2) Jawaharlal Nehru University

 3) Annamalai University

 4) Aligarh Muslim University

 5) Indian Institute of  
    Technology Delhi

Q.75.  Which bank has recently 
launched its “Work from Home” 
facility for its employees?

 1) Axis bank  
2) HDFC Bank  
3) SBI  
4) IDFC Bank  
5) ICICI Bank

Q.76.  Kalikaprasad Bhattacharya was 
a famous-

 1) Singer 2) Author 
3) Actor 4) Journalist 
5) Poet

Q.77.  “Surya Kiran” is a joint military 
exercise between-

 1) India and Sri Lanka 
2) India and China 
3) India and Bangladesh 
4) India and Nepal 
5) India and Myanmar

 Answer-4

Q.78.  According to Hurun Global 
Rich List 2017, who became 
the richest person of India?

 1) Lakshmi Mittal 
2) Azim Premji  
3) Dilip Sanghvi  
4) Anil Ambani  
5) Mukesh Ambani

Q.79.  Who has been appointed as the 
as the Ambassador for the ICC 
Women’s World Cup 2017 by 
ICC?

 1) Saurav Ganguly 
2) Sachin Tendulkar 
3) Anil Kumble  
4) Sunil Gavaskar 
5) Kapil Dev

Q.80.  ______ named Pradeep Nair 
as the regional director for 
its recently registered branch 
office in New Delhi.

 1) Tata Trust  
2) Ford Foundation 
3) First Hand Foundation 
4) Global Fund for Children 
5) Libra Foundation

Q.81.  The two-day International Yoga 
festival was held in which 
state?

 1) Uttar Pradesh  
2) Madhya Pradesh 
3) Bihar  
4) Delhi  
5) Gujarat

Q.82.  Arvind Padmanabhan related to-

 1) Journalism 2) Literature 
3) Sports 4) Music 
5) Politics

Q.83.  Who has won Best Actress 
Award at the International 
Film Festival and Awards of 
Australia (IFFAA)?

 1) Priyanka Chopra 
2) Deepika Padukone 
3) Aishwarya Rai Bachchan 
4) Anushka Sharma 
5) Vidya Balan

Q.84.  Who has been honoured with 
the Saraswati Samman 2016?

 1) Mahabaleshwar Sail 
2) Padma Sachdev 
3) Veerappa Moily 
4) Govind Mishra 
5) Sugathakumari

Q.85. The Lok Sabha passed 
the Maternity Benefit 
(Amendment) Bill which raises 
the maternity leave for all 
working women from 12 weeks 
to-

 1) 18 Weeks 2) 20 Weeks 
3) 24 Weeks 4) 26 Weeks 
5) 36 Weeks

Q.86.  Which country has been ranked 
highest among the airports, 
surveyed by the International 
Association, Airports Council 
International in the year 2016?

 1) Singapore 2) Sweden 
3) Britain 4) UAE 
5) India

Q.87.  Sir Howard Hodgkin was a 
famous-

 1) Author 2) Singer 
3) Swimmer 4) Politician 
5) Artist

Q.88.  The process of replacing 
physical cheque with electronic 
cheque is known as?

 1)  Demat   
2)  Remat   
3)  Truncation   
4)  Securitization  
5)  None of these 
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Q.89.   Expand DBT- 

 1)  Direct Benefit Tax  
2)  Direct Benefit Transfer  
3)  Direct Benefit Transaction  
4)  Direct Benefitted tax  
5)  Direct Benefit Taxation 

Q.90.   Maximum limit for Indo –
Nepal Transaction under NEFT 
at a point of time is – 

 1)  No limit   
2)  Rs. 50,000   
3)  Rs. 2, 00,000  
4)  Rs. 1, 00,000  
5)  Rs. 70,000  

Q.91.  What does ‘A’ stands for, in 
ATM?

 1)  Automation  2)  Automated  
3)  Automatic  4)  Autocount  
5)  None of these 

Q.92.  What is the method called, used 
by the Banks to read code on 
cheque is called? 

 1)  OCR  2)  OMR  
3)  MICR  4)  LCR  
5)  None of these 

Q.93.  What is the full form of CVV?

 1)  Card Variable Value  
2)  Card Vested Value  
3)  Card Verification Value  
4)  Card Visualization Value  
5)  Card Visualized Value 

Q.94.   Which among the following are 
the ‘Credit-Rating Agencies’ of 
India?

 1. CRISIL  2. CARE   
3. ICRA  4. ONICRA

 1)  1 and 3   
2)  1, 2 and 3   
3)  1, 3 and 4   
4)  All of these   
5)  None of these 

Q.95.   Which of the following is not 
correct regarding SWIFT?

 1)   It is established under 
Belgium law. 

 2)   It is a public limited 
company. 

 3)   Its headquarter is in 
Brussels. 

 4)   Its major role is in 
transmission of financial 
messages. 

 5)   All of the above 

Q.96.   Indian Bank’s Association was 
formed on -

 1) 1946  2) 1948  
3) 1954  4) 1957  
5) None of these 

Q.97.   Individual Borrower can check 
their credit report from –

 1)  CIBIL  2)  ICRA  
3)  S&P  4)  CRISIL  
5)  Credit Environment India 

Q.98.  Which is the first Indian 
company to be listed in 
NASDAQ?

 1)  Reliance  2)  TCS  
3)  HCL  4)  Infosys  
5)  None of these 

Q.99.   Which of the following is not a 
Capital Market Security?  

 1)  Options   
2)  Derivatives   
3)  Futures   
4)  T-Bills   
5)  None of these 

Q.100.  “Hundi” is a-

 1) legal document under 
Negotiable Instruments 
Act 

 2)   bill of exchange in banking 
transactions 

 3)  equivalents of cheques 
issued by indigenous 
bankers 

 4)   equivalents of drafts issued 
by indigenous bankers 

 5)  None of these
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1. Recently Reliance Infra 
announced its interest in 
defence sector. Who is the 
Chairman of Reliance Infra?

 a. Anil Ambani

 b. Sanjay Nain

 c. Sunanda Singh

 d. Mukesh Ambani

 e. Sunil Mittal

Answer: - 1

Source: - The Financial Express.

2. Who is the CEO of Uber?

 a. Anil Ambani

 b. Mukesh Ambani

 c. Larry Page

 d. Travis Kalanick

 e. Sunil Mittal

Answer: - 4

Source: - The Financial Express.

3. What is the full form of UBHL?

 a. United Breweries Holdings  
 Limited

 b. United Brewery Holdings  
 Limited

 c. United Breweries Hold  
 Limited

 d. Union Brewer Holdings  
 Limited

 e. None of these

Answer: - 1

Source: - The Financial Express.

4. What amount of assets has 
been order to attach by the 
Enforcement Directorate in 
Vijay Mallya willful defaulter 
case?

 a. ` 4200 crore

 b. ` 5300 crore

 c. ` 8400 crore

 d. ` 9000 crore

 e. ` 10000 crore

 Answer: - 1

Source: - The Financial Express.

5. What amount has the Supreme 
Court asked Sahara group to 
deposit to keep Subrata Roy 
out of jail?

 a. ` 4200 crore

 b. ` 5093 crore

 c. ` 6000 crore

 d. ` 9000 crore

 e. ` 14000 crore

Answer: - 2

Source: - The Financial Express.

6. As per the CSO what is the GDP 
growth rate in third quarter?

 a. 7.4%

 b. 7.5%

 c. 7.1%

 d. 7.3%

 e. 7%

Answer: - 5

Source: - The Financial Express.

7. As per recent report by National 
Family Health Survey, what 
percent of India’s population 
suffers from diabetes?

 a. 20 b. 21 
c. 22 d. 23 
e. 24

Answer: - 1

Source: - The Indian Express.

8. As per recent report by National 
Family Health Survey, what 
percent of India’s population 
suffers from Hypertension?

 a. 20 b. 21 
c. 22 d. 23 
e. 24

Answer: - 3

Source: - The Indian Express.

9. Who was the top scorer in Rugby 
Womens Sevens Trophy?

 a.  Nishu Kumar 
b.  Hupi Manjhi 
c.  Deepa Mehta 
d.  Ananya Singh 
e.  Sunidhi Chauhan

Answer: - 2

Source: - The Indian Express.

10. Which player is at the top of La 
Liga Table?

 a. Lionel Messi

 b. Hamilton

 c. Zidane Real

 d. Ronaldo

 e. Roberto Carlos

Answer: - 3

Source: - The Indian Express.

11. NAFED to intervene in Punjab 
potato market for price control. 
Who is the Managing Director 
of NAFED?

 a. Sanjeev Kumar Chadha

 b. Sanjay Nain

 c. Sunanda Singh

 d. Mukesh Ambani

 e. Sudheesh Nambiath

Answer: - 1

Source: - The Financial Express.

12. Who is the President of 
Toshiba?

 a. Anil Ambani

 b. Mukesh Ambani

 c. Larry Page

 d. Travis Kalanick

 e. Satoshi Tsunakawa

Answer: - 5

Source: - The Financial Express.

13. PNB plans to sale of `1800 
crore bad loans to ARC. What 
is the full form of ARC?
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 a. Asset Reconstruction  

 Company

 b. Airline Reporting  
 Corporation

 c. Advanced Research Center

 d. Association of Retarded  
 Citizens

 e. None of these

Answer: - 1

Source: - The Financial Express.

14. Maruti Suzuki is set to become 
the first auto company to 
reach ______ crore market 
capitalization level?

 a. ` 2 lakh b. ` 53 lakh 
c. ` 84 lakh d. ` 90 lakh 
e. ` 10 lakh

Answer: - 1

Source: - The Financial Express.

15. What is the name given to 
Wheeler Island?

 a.  Kasturi Ranjan Island 
b.  Abdul Kalam Island 
c.  Raman Island 
d.  Bose Island  
e.  Aryabhata Island

Answer: - 2

Source: - The Financial Express.

16. Who won gold in ISSF World 
Cup in shooting?

 a. Sanjay Singh  
b. Vikram Rathor 
c. Siddhartha Nigam 
d. Snirov Pavel  
e. Jitu Rai

Answer: - 5

Source: - The Financial Express.

17. Who is the 78th king of 
Manipur?

 a.  Ningthou Leishemba  
 Sanajaoba  
b.  Raja Surchandra 
c.  Kulachandra Singh  

d.  Bodhchandra Singh 
e.  Churachandra Singh

Answer: - 1

Source: - The Indian Express.

18. Which cycling team has been 
recently banned for 30 days 
by the International Cycling 
Union?

 a. Pakistan b. Saudi Arab 
c. Iran d. Iraq 
e. Egypt

Answer: - 3

Source: - The Times of India

19. Who is the new chairman of 
SEBI?

 a.  Nishu Kumar 
b.  Ajay Tyagi  
c.  UK Sinha  
d.  Ananya Singh 
e.  Urjit Patel

Answer: - 2

Source: - The Indian Express.

20. Who has been appointed as the 
coach of Indian squad by the 
All India Football Federation 
for upcoming U-17 World 
Cup?

 a.  Lionel Messi 
b.  Hamilton  
c.  Luis Norton De Matos 
d.  Ronaldo  
e.  Roberto Carlos

Answer: - 3

Source: - The Indian Express.

Q.21.  Who is the present Governor of 
Kerala?

 a.  Ram Naik   
b.  P.B Acharya  
c.  Banwarilal Purohit 
d.  P.Sathasivam 
e.  None of these

Ans. 4

Source- The Hindu 

Q.22.  Pooram is a festival celebrated 
in which states?

 a.  Arunachal Pradesh 
b.  Andhra Pradesh 
c.  Kerala  
d.  Bihar  
e.  None of these.

Ans. 3

Source- The Hindu 

Q.23. Which state police will have 
body cameras?

 a.  Arunachal Pradesh 
b.  Andhra Pradesh 
c.  Kerala  
d.  Karnataka  
e.  None of these.

Ans. 3

Source- The Hindu 

Q.24. Nagarjuna Sagarsrisailam tiger 
reserve is in which state?

 a.  Arunachal Pradesh 
b.  Telangana  
c.  Kerala  
d.  Karnataka

 e.  None of these.

Ans.2

Source- The Hindu

Q.25. Gundla Brahmeswaram 
wildlife sanctuary is situated in 
which state?

 a.  Andhra Pradesh 
b.  Telangana  
c.  Kerala  
d.  Karnataka  
e.  None of these.

Ans.1

Source- The Hindu

Q.26. Facebook acquired WhatsApp’s 
two years ago in what amount?

 a.  $19 Billion  
b.  $20 Billion  
c.  $21 Billion  
d.  $22 Billion  
e.  None of these
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Ans.1

Source- The Hindu

Q.27. India, Israel to develop jointly 
a medium range surface to air 
missile for Indian army with a 
deal of__?

 a.  Rs 17000 crore 
b.  Rs 18000 crore 
c.  Rs 19000 crore  
d.  Rs 16000 crore 
e.  None of these

Ans.1 

Source- The Hindu

Q.28.  Who is the Prime Minister of 
Israel?

 1.  Haider al-Abadi 
2.  Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum  
3.  Ali Khamenei 
4.  Benjamin Netanyahu 
5.  None of these

Ans. 4

Source- The Hindu

Q.29.  Who is the sports minister of 
India?  

 1.  Vijay Goel   
2.  Harshvardhan 
3.  Kalraj Mishra  
4.  J.P Nadda  
5.  None of these

Ans. 1

Source- The Hindu 

Q.30.  Vani Kapoor is related to which 
sports?

 1.  Badminton  2. Golf  
3. Snooker 4. Swimmer 
5. None of these

Ans. 2

Source- The Hindu

Q.31.  Who is the Chief Minister of 
Nagaland?

 1. Bobby Murphy  
2. Zeliang  

3. Bernard Cazeneuve 
4. Shurhozelie  
5. None of these

Ans. 4

Source- The Indian Express

Q.32.  Name the economist and 
Nobel laureate who pass away 
recently?

 1. Amartya Sen 
2. Alfred Marshal 
3. K J Arrow  
4. John Keynes 
5. P Chawla

Ans. 3

Source- The Financial Express

Q.33.  Who is the Founder of Amnesty 
International?

 1. Salil Shetty

 2. Suresh Wadia

 3. Sunil Mittal

 4. Peter Benenson

 5. Sam Pitroda

 Ans. 4

Source- The Financial Express

Q.34.  What is the full form of FCRA?

 1. Foreign Contribution 
(Regulation) Act 

 2. Foreign Contribution 
(Registration) Act 

 3. Foreign Currency 
(Regulation) Act 

 4. Foreign Currency 
(Registration) Act 

 5. None of these

Ans. 1

Source- Hindustan Times

Q.35. What amount has been sanction 
under AMRUT for Lucknow?

 1. 250 cr 2. 200 cr  
3. 500 4. 1000 
5. 750

Ans. 3

Source- The Financial Express

Q.36.  Where will Vijay Hazare 
Trophy take place?

 1. Kolkata  
2. Kathmandu   
3. Dhaka  
4. Colombo  
5. None of these

Ans. 1

Source- Hindustan Times

Q.37.  What is the rate of India’s 
growth projection for 2016-17 
by IMF?

 1. 6.6  
2. 6.9  
3. 7.0  
4. 7.1  
5. 5.8

Ans.1 

Source- The Hindu

Q.38.  Lance Armstrong is related to 
which sports?

 1. Cricket 2. Hockey 
3. Baseball 4. Badminton 
5. Cycling 

Ans. 5

Source- The Indian Express

Q.39. Headquarters of Amnesty 
International is located at -

 1. Paris  2. London  
3. New York  4. Vienna  
5. None of these

Ans. 2

Source- The Financial Express

Q.40.  Rio Open is related to which of 
the following?

 1. Tennis  
2. Cricket  
3. Hockey  
4. Baseball  
5. Badminton

Ans. 1

Source- The Indian Express





#Mahendra’s

GRAPHIC FACTORY IMAGEOGRAPHY

108

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS



GRAPHIC FACTORY

#Mahendra’s 109

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

IMAGEOGRAPHY

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS



#Mahendra’s

GRAPHIC FACTORY IMAGEOGRAPHY

110

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS



GRAPHIC FACTORY

#Mahendra’s 111

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

IMAGEOGRAPHY

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS



#Mahendra’s

GRAPHIC FACTORY IMAGEOGRAPHY

112

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS



GRAPHIC FACTORY

#Mahendra’s 113

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

IMAGEOGRAPHY

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS



#Mahendra’s

GRAPHIC FACTORY IMAGEOGRAPHY

114

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS



#Mahendra’s 115

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

DESIGNATION WHO’S WHO

MAY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Mohd.Hamid Ansari
2. Chairperson of Lok Sabha Sumitra Mahajan
3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
6. Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
7. Chief Election Commissioner Syed Nasim Ahmed Zaidi
8. Election Commissioner Om Prakash Rawat
9. Election Commissioner Achal kumar jyoti
10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
11. Foreign Secretary Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Shashi Kant Sharma
13. Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes Jus. Vangala Eswaraiah
14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
15. CBI Director Alok Kumar Verma
16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Naseem Ahmed
18. Chairman, UPSC David R. Syiemlieh
19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Sharad Kumar
20. Chairman, UGC Ved Prakash
21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO A S Kiran kumar
22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy Sekhar Basu
23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Sushil Chandra
27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority T.S. Vijayan
28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Arundhati Bhattacharya
30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Mehrishi
33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Lalitha Kumaramanglam
34. Chairman, 14th Finance Commission Y.Venugopal Reddy
35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Devendra Kumar Sikri
36. Chairperson,CentralBoard of Film Certification Pahlaj Nihalani
37. President, ASSOCHAM Sandeep Jajodia
38. Chairman, NASSCOM C.P. Gurnani
39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
41. Chairperson, Children Film Society of India Mukesh Khanna
42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
43. President, CII Dr. Naushad Forbes
44. President, FICCI Harshavardhan Neotia
45. Chairman, National Knowledge Commission Sam Pitroda
46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
48. Chairman, Investment Commission Ratan Tata
49. Finance Secretary  Ashok Lavasa
50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association T.M.Basin

Data as on 20th March, 2017








