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Dear Aspirants,
 We feel delighted to present to you the "May 2020" edition of "Master In Current Affairs". MICA is a comprehensive 
magazine focused on both the intellectual and competitive nature of learning. Apart from the competitive edge, MICA is intended to 
provide you with a vision of self-enhancement.
MICA includes highly acclaimed sections such as, Newsletters, News Diary, One Liner, World of English, which are directly related 
to your preparation for competitive examinations. Chalte - Chalte is one of the most steering elements of MICA on the go, which is 
mentioned below every page. 
This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the important issues of this month which may play 
a vital role in the forthcoming examination. The important topics covered in this edition are:
Crypto Currency-The Supreme Court Verdict- Supreme Court lifts RBI ban on crypto currency trade. Top court's decision comes after 
hearing several petitions challenging RBI's April 2018 order. The development comes almost two years after trading in virtual currency 
was banned by RBI.
Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadi Pariyojana- On January 7, 2020, Jan Aushadi Diwas was celebrated. The day is being celebrated 
to commemorate the achievements of Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadi Pariyojana. 
Yes Bank- One of the major private player Yes Bank (India’s fifth largest private sector bank) has also come under the RBI action for 
mounting bad loans. One of the major private player Yes Bank (India’s fifth largest private sector bank) has also come under 
the RBI action for mounting bad loans.
Pandemic and Public Health System: The term pandemic is used for those infectious diseases that are spreading to people 
from different countries of the world at the same time. The most devastating pandemic in the world was the Black Death 
which killed more than 100 million people in the world.
In this edition as a wish for your bright and prosperous future we are providing “SSC CGL Mains: Model Paper 2019 
“and “RBI Assistant Mains: Model Paper 2019” for your self-assessment. 
You can also test your Current Affairs by visiting the Quiz Time section for self-assessment, which includes 
all possible multiple-choice questions from the current affairs of this month.
To serve you better we will diligently serve you our level best with various new topics and news that is 
important from the examination point of view.

Best of luck for your exams.
Your suggestions will be highly valuable and welcomed.
 
 With Best Wishes
 Editor : N.K. Jain                                        “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
"Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time to 

understand more, so that we may fear less."

                                                                                        -Marie Curie
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar inaugurated the Indian pavilion at the Berlin 

International Film Festival. This festival will be held from February 20 to March 1, 2020.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Mr. Anil Kumar Sinha
Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Mina Sinha
Hobbies  :  Event Planning, Mind Games and Puzzle.
Prior Selection  :  None
Name of the Exam : Union Bank of India
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 1871012841
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : RNC0711282796

SURBHI BHARTI

MICA : Mahendra's family 
expresses its heartfelt 
congratulations on your 
success.

Surbhi : Thank You!

MICA : To whom do you want 
to give the credit of your 
selection?

Surbhi : Myself and my parents for 
believing in me.

MICA : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in this 
examination?

Surbhi : It was my 1st Attempt.

MICA : What is the role of 
Mahendra's institute in 
your selection?

Surbhi : It has guided me to attend 
the interview and enhance 
my knowledge.

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the examination?

Surbhi :  

English Language
I went through newspaper and 

practiced the tough vocabs.

Reasoning Ability
Mock tests of Mahendra's helped me 

a lot and Speed Test Package.

Numerical Ability
I learned basic concepts from youtube 

videos and Speed Tests.

General Awareness
I watched daily G.K. updates on 

Youtube and attended Mains Speed 
Tests.

Computer & Marketing
Mock tests of Mahendra's helped me 

a lot and Speed Test Package.
MICA : What would you say about 

“Master in Current Affairs” 
Magazine (MICA) and 
Mahendra Guru Website?

Surbhi : Daily G.K. updates were 
helpful.

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

Surbhi : Faculties as well as study 
materials.

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Surbhi : Banking exam is all 
about practising and time 
management

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the Interview?

Surbhi : From Mahendra's

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions 
asked?

Surbhi : It was Patna Interview 
Board.

The questions asked were:

I.  My family background, father's 
and sibling's job profile as well 
as about my city.

II.  About my academies and why I 
chose Banking.

III.  Banking related questions like 
NPA, SARFAESI, PSL.

IV.  Questions from Budget.

V.  What if I get posting in rural 
areas.

MICA : From whom did you 
get information of your 
selection and what was 
your reaction?

Surbhi : I myself checked and from 
that moment everything 
was changed. Dream 
turned into reality.

MICA : What message do you 
want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Surbhi : Do practice a lot and start 
preparing for the whole 
exam (i.e. pre, mains and 
interview) from the day 1 
only.

MICA : Congratulations! once 
again on your success. 
Your success is our 
success.

Surbhi : Thank You!



6

CURRENT AFFAIRS One Liner

MICA  MAY 2020

ONE Liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Who has written Braille Edition of ‘Exam Warriors’? 
 - Shri Thaawarchand  
  Gehlot

 # Dr. Kiran Bedi is the Lieutenant Governor of which 
Union Territory? - Puducherry

 # Retired IAS Officer Yudvir Singh Malik has been 
recently appointed as the Chairman and Managing 
director of which crisis-hit firm?   
 - Unitech

 # Who is the Chairman of the National Disaster Response 
Force? - Prime Minister

 # Recently, the Chief  Guest of Republic Day celebrations, 
Jair Bolsonaro has signed a Bilateral Investment Treaty 
during his visit. He belongs to :    
 - Brazil

 # Who has been recently appointed as the new Managing 
Director of the State Bank of India?   
 - Challa Sreenivasulu  
  Setty

 # Who has been recently appointed as the Chairman of 
Ordnance Factory Board? - Hari Mohan

 # Who is the Chief of Enforcement Directorate?  
 - SK Mishra

 # Who was the first Chief Election Commissioner of 
India? - Sukumar Sen

 # Recently, who has been appointed as Indian Bank 
Association Chief Executive?     
 - Sunil Mehta

 # Who is the union minister of Food Processing 
Industries? - Harsimrat Kaur Badal

 # Who has recently been appointed as the Managing 
Director and Chief Executive of Bank of Baroda? 
 - Sanjiv Chaddha

 # Man Mohan Sood, who passed away related to -  
 - Sports

 # Which state’s former minister, Jagannath Rout has 
passed away recently? - Odisha

The 15th Finance Commission has appointed ITC Chairman and Managing Director Sanjiv 
Puri as the head of an eight-member panel on agriculture exports.

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

AWARDS

 # The National Bravery Awards for children are presented 
by which ministry/ organisation annually?  
 - Indian Council for  
  child welfare

 # What is the name of the Kerala boy, who has received the 
“Bharat Award 2019” from President of India Shri, Ram Nath 
Kovind on Republic Day? - Adithya K

 # Who has been recently awarded with the Subash 
Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar, 2020? 
 - Shri Kumar Munnan  
  Singh (Individual  
  category)

 # Recently, which legendary Indian sportsperson is 
awarded with the prestigious ‘Padma Vibhushan’ 
award? - M C Mary Kom

 # Which state government has launched the “Mahatma 
Jyotirao Phule Farmer Loan Waiver Scheme” and 
subsidized meal scheme named “Shiv Bhojan” 
programme for the poor? - Maharashtra

 # Which state has launched the “Atal Kisan Mazdoor 
canteen” for the benefit of farmers and labourers? 
 - Haryana

 # The objective of the FAME India scheme is to increase 
the use of electric and hybrid vehicles by offering 
incentives. What is the full form of FAME?  
 - Faster Adoption and  
  Manufacturing of   
  (Hybrid) and Electric  
  Vehicles

 # According to the Ministry of Rural Development, 
only 252 Members of Parliament have adopted gram 
panchayats under phase-4 of SAGY. What is the full 
form of SAGY? - Saansad Adarsh Gram  
  Yojana

 # Which state government has launched a new higher 
education model called Resource Assistance for Colleges 
with Excellence (RACE)? - Rajasthan
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NATIONAL & STATE

Ashraf Ghani has secured a second term as president of Afghanistan.

 # The government proposed to expand the national gas 
grid to 27,000 km. What is the from present length? 
 - 16,200 km

 # The income of Farmers is expected to double by which 
of the following year? - 2022

 # Which tax has been abolished?    
 - Dividend Distribution  
  Tax

 # An international bullion exchange will be set up at 
GIFT City. The GIFT city is located in which state? 
 - Gujarat

 # Which Indian state has topped the production of 
vegetables in 2018-19, as per the recent data from the 
Ministry of Agriculture? - West Bengal

 # By which year Indian Railways will run 100% on 
electricity as per the Union Minister Piyush Goyal? 
 - 2024

 # Which of the following scheme has been launched by 
the Civil aviation ministry for exports in agriculture? 
 - Krishi Udaan

 # What was the inflow of FDI from 2015-2019?  
 - 284 billion USD

 # The Turnover threshold for audit of MSMEs has been 
increased from 1 crore to —     
 - 5 crore

 # The services sector growth declined marginally to 
________per cent in 2018-19 from 8.1 per cent in 
2017-18? - 7.50%

 # Which country is the top producer of sunflower 
seeds? - Ukraine

 # Which of the following state has recently organized 
the world’s longest awareness human-chain for more 
than 18000 km? - Bihar

 # What is the name of the indigenous artillery guns, 
which are to be inducted into the Indian Army?  
 - Sharang

 # Which ministry is under Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi? - Department of Space

 # What amount has been allocated for agriculture and 
rural development in budget 2020?   
 - 2.83 lakh crore

 # What amount of funds has been allocated for Cultural 
Ministry? - 3,150 crore

 # What amount of funds has been allocated for the Bharat 
Net program in 2021? - 6,000 crore

 # Which rail will be set up by the government for 
agriculture so that goods can be quickly transported 
across the country? - Kisan Rail

 # The Tribal Museum shall be set up in which of the 
following state? - Jharkhand

 # Name the exam which will be conducted in Asia and 
Africa under Study in India programme?  
 - Ind-SAT

 # Who is the present Chief Economic Advisor of India? 
 - Krishnamurthy V  
  Subramanian

 # The government has set a target to reduce Central 
Government debt to ________ per cent of GDP by 
2024-25? - 40%

 # What is the name of the exhibition of the Indian 
electrical industry, recently inaugurated by the Union 
Minister of Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises? 
 - ELECRAMA

 # Which town in India has become the first Indian 
town to become 100% polio-free through the pulse 
strategy? - Vellore

 # How many new jobs were created in India between 
2011-12 and 2017-18 as per Economic Survey 2019-
20? - 6.3 crore

 # According to Budget 2020-21, what is the fiscal deficit 
target for FY21? - 3.5% of GDP

 # Recently, Union Minister Smriti Irani has launched a 
welfare scheme named ‘Yashaswini’ from Goa. What 
is the aim of the scheme? - Assistance to women  
  Self Help groups

 # When was the Aadhaar Project launched by government 
of India? - 28 January 2009

 # What is the full form of UJALA Scheme?   
 - Unnat Jyoti by   
  Affordable LEDs for  
  All

 # What is the name of the campaign has been launched by 
Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Dharmendra 
Pradhan to create awareness among the people in 
conservation of fuels? - Saksham

 # Which integrated railway helplines into single number 
is made by the Indian Railways for the passengers 
for quick grievance redressal and inquiry during their 
journey? - 139
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FINANCIAL AWARENESS

 # The Union Budget was presented in the Parliament 
by: - Nirmala Sitharaman

 # What amount of funds has been allocated for the health 
care sector? - 69,000 crore

 # Insurance cover for bank deposits will be increased to 
—– from Rs. 1 lakh. - 10 lakh

 # As per RBI reports, Rs ____________ crore received 
by banks from previously non-performing accounts? 
 - Rs 50,000 cr

 # Recently, which Private sector bank has launched 
‘card-less cash withdrawal’ facility from its ATMs? 
 - ICICI Bank

 # What is the increased short-term debt investments 
limit for foreign portfolio investors that was set as 20% 
earlier by Reserve Bank of India?   
 - 30%

 # Which bank has decided to convert into a Small Finance 
Bank under Voluntary Transition of Primary (Urban) 
Co-operative Banks? - New India Co-  
  operative Bank

 # What is the current Reverse Repo Rate?   
 - 4.00%

 # The Economic survey sees the FY20 GDP growth at 
_____%? - 7%

 # India needs to grow at_____% per year to be $5 trillion 
economy by FY25? - 8%

 # What was the rate of share of service sector in 
employment in 2017? - 34%

 # Which Indian Private Sector bank has recently 
launched its wealth management platform called 
‘Pioneer Banking’? - IndusInd Bank

 # The fiscal deficit estimate for 2018-19 has been 
retained at ______ per cent of the GDP?   
 - 3%

 # Which term was used to describe the economics of a 
plate of food in India in the Economic Survey 2019-
20? - Thalinomics

 # What is the income tax percentage for Income Bracket 
12.5-15 lakh? - 25%

 # The Economic Survey 2019-20 has projected how 
much GDP Growth for fiscal year 2020-21?  
 - 6-6.5 percent

 # What is the estimated Industrial growth for fiscal 
2019-20? - 2.5 percent

Navi Mumbai will host the final of the FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup on November 21.

 # The country is required to raise per capita energy 
consumption by at least _____ times to increase per 
capita income by $5000? - 2.5 times

 # Which is the only bank of India to rank in the Global 
top 100 list? - SBI

 # 4 times increase in per capita energy consumption needed 
for India to achieve_______ Human Development 
Index score? - 0.8

 # How much India needs to spend on infrastructure to 
become USD 5 trillion economy by 2024-25?  
 - USD 1.4 trillion

 # What is the rank of India in terms of wind power? 
 - Fourth

 # Which famous International Tennis tournament is held 
in the month of January, every year?   
 - Australian Open

 # Which country has topped in the Corruption Perception 
Index 2019 released by Transparency International? 
 - Denmark & New   
  Zealand

 # What is the rank of India in the ‘Social Mobility Index’, 
recently released by the World Economic Forum? 
 - 76 th

 # In India market share of electric vehicles was at 
______ per cent compared to 2 per cent in China and 
39 per cent in Norway? - 0.06%

 # Which Indian city has been adjudged as the ‘World’s 
most dynamic city’, as per the JLL City Momentum 
Index, 2020? - Hyderabad

 # Recently, which organisation has released the ‘Time to 
care’ report? - NGO Oxfam

 # What was the theme of the 2nd edition of International 
Day of Education that is observed on 24 January 
2020? - Theme – “Learning for  
  people, planet,   
  prosperity, and peace”

 # Which country is the largest recipient of Foreign Direct 
Investment in 2019, according to the latest UNCTAD 
report? - United States

 # The UN World Tourism Organization has recently 
released its ‘UNWTO World Tourism Barometer 
report’. Where is the head-quarters of UNWTO 
located? - Madrid

 # Recently, India’s first ever convention centre in Africa 
has been inaugurated in which African country?  
 - Niger

INTERNATIONAL
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SPORTS

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

 # Where is the world’s largest solar park, Pavagada Solar 
Park located? - Karnataka

 # Which state is the largest producer of jute in India? 
 - West Bengal

 # Name the independent body which will set up for the 
recruitment to non gazetted posts through computer-
based online process. - National Recruitment  
  Agency

 # The P J Nayak Committee is related to-   
 - Public Sector Banks

 # Nagarhole National Park, also known as Rajiv Gandhi 
National Park, is situated in which state?  
 - Karnataka

 # The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India is a 
statutory body of India. Where is it headquartered? 
 - New Delhi

 # Where is the National Sugar Institute established? 
 - Kanpur

 # Article 112 of the constitution of India is related to: 
 - Union Budget

 # GSTN consists of how many digits?   
 - 15 digits

 # Hryvnia is the currency of which country?  
 - Ukraine

 # ‘Blue Revolution’ is related to:    
 - Fisheries

 # Vientiane is the capital of which country?  
 - Laos

 # What is the theme of the 10th National Voters’ Day 
celebrated across the country?     
 - Electoral Literacy for  
  Stronger Democracy

 # Which is the largest cricket stadium of the world? 
 - Motera Stadium

 # Which document will be issued instantly based on 
AADHAR details? - PAN Card

 # Which is a component of “Economic Development”? 
 - Infrastructure

 # As per the Economic Survey of India, how many new 
companies were formed in 2018?   
 - 124000

 # Palakkad Gap or Palghat Gap, a low mountain pass is 
situated between which two states?   
 - Tamil Nadu and Kerala

 # Navegaon National Park is located in which state? 
 - Maharashtra

 # Which country will host the 11th edition of the Indoor 
Cricket World Cup in October 10 to 17, 2020?  
 - Australia

 # Recently, Nikhat Zareen was in news. She is related 
to - Boxing

 # Recently, which Indian spinner has become the fastest 
Indian spinner to take 100 wickets in ODIs?  
 - Kuldeep Yadav

Germany's 1year-old Formula Three driver Sophia Flörsch won Comeback of the Year 
award at Laureus Sporting Awards 2020.

 # Who will ride to space in the first test flight of the 
human space mission, Gaganyaan?   
 - Vyom Mitra

 # Which country is the World's Leading Bauxite 
Producing country? - Australia

 # In which state India’s First Super Fab Lab has 
been inaugurated to function in collaboration with 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA?  
 - Kerala

 # According to budget, the use of which type of energy 
to be promoted in the farming sector?   
 - Solar energy

 # Share of renewable (excluding hydro above 25 MW) 
in total electricity generation increased from 6% in 
2014-15 to _____ % in 2018-19?   
 - 10%

 # Which country has recently test-fired a nuclear-capable 
ballistic missile, named ‘K-4’. Which can be launched 
from submarine? - India

 # Recently, Union Home Minister Amit Shah has 
launched an upgraded POLNET 2.0. What is the 
meaning of POLNET? - Police network   
  services

 # In which state, Estuarine Biology Regional Centre 
of the Zoological Survey of India discovered the 
New snake eel species also named as ‘Ophichthus 
kailashchandrai’? - Odisha

 # India’s Growth of GDP moderated to ______per cent 
in 2018-19 from 7.2 per cent in 2017-18?  
 - 6.80%

 # According to the survey some states will start 
transitioning to an ageing society by the _________? 
 - 2030
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ABBREVIATIONS IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY BOOKS & AUTHORS

01

03

05

02

04

Theory of Financial Illusion 
In public choice theory, fiscal illusion is a 
failure to accurately perceive the amount 
of government expenditure. The theory 
of fiscal illusion was first developed by 
the Italian economist Amilcare Puviani 
in his 1903 book, 'Teoria della illusione 
finanziaria' Theory of Financial Illusion 
(not yet translated into English). 

Fiscal illusion occurs when government 
revenues are not completely transparent 
or are not fully perceived by taxpayers; 
then the cost of government is seen to 
be less than it actually is. Since some 
or all taxpayers benefit from government 
expenditures from these unobserved or 
hidden revenues, the public's appetite for 
government expenditures increases, thus 
providing politicians incentive to expand 
the size of government.  

Fiscal illusion has been used to explain 
the flypaper effect often seen when a 
higher level of government provides a 
grant to a lower level of government. 
Here, instead of reducing taxes in order 
to pass on the benefits of the grant to 
local taxpayers, the grant-receiving 
body increases expenditures in order to 
expand local services in some way. Fiscal 
illusion is invoked as an explanation 
because the local taxpayers are not fully 
aware of the grant as a source of the 
local government's revenue.

May 1 International Labour Day
May 3 Press Freedom Day
May 7 World Athletics Day
May 8 World Red Cross Day
May 11 National Technology Day
May 12 International Nurses Day
May 18 International Museum Day
May 21 National Anti-Terrorism Day
May 22 International Day for Biological Diversity
May 24 Commonwealth Day
May 31 World No-Tobacco Day

RESPA  : Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act

ECOA  : Equal Credit Opportunity Act

ACH  : Automated Clearing House

CRA  : Consumer Reporting Agency

PIN  : Personal Identification Number

UCC  : Uniform Commercial Code

MORE MYSELF A JOURNEY

IMPERFECT

TEMPORARY

PARAMvEER PARWANE

SEPARATION ANxIETY

:- Alicia Keys

:- Laura Zigman

:- Prabhakiran Jain

:-  Hilary Leichter

:- Sanjay Manjrekar

Indian billionaire BR Shetty has resigned as the Co-Chairman of UAE's biggest hospital 
operator NMC Health, which he founded in 1975.
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Suella Braverman

Suella Braverman has 
officially been sworn in as 

the UK’s new Attorney General 
at the Royal Courts of Justice 
in London. She is the first 
female Attorney General to be 
appointed by a Conservative 
Party government and is the 
second woman appointed to the 
role in British legal history. Her 
role will involve overseeing the 
work of the law officers’ departments, which include the 
independent prosecuting authorities, the Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS) and the Serious Fraud Office. 
A pro-Brexit campaigner, she was first elected to the House 
of Commons in 2015 from Fareham and re-elected in 2017 
and 2019.  She has chaired the European Research Group 
comprising Conservative MPs favouring a hard Brexit. 
Braverman, whose maiden name is Suella Fernandes, 
was born in London to migrant parents from Kenya 
and Mauritius with roots in India.  She was educated at 
Heathfield School in London and went on to 
study Law at Queens’ College, Cambridge.  
The minister is a barrister and Cambridge 
University law graduate who specialised in 
public law and judicial review.

Justice S Muralidhar

Justice S Muralidhar, has taken 
oath as judge of the Punjab 

and Haryana high court. Justice 
Muralidhar, whose transfer had 
evoked a political controversy, 
was administered oath by Chief 
Justice Ravi Shanker Jha at the 
Hight Court auditorium. After the 
chief justice, Justice Muralidhar 
is the senior-most judge at Punjab 
and Haryana high court. Justice 
Muralidhar will also be part of the high court collegiums, 
comprising chief justice RS Jha and justice Rajiv Sharma.
Punjab and Haryana High Court is the common High Court 
for the Indian states of Punjab and Haryana and the Union 
Territory of Chandigarh based in Chandigarh, India. As 
of 01 July 2019, there are 50 judges in the High Court, 
comprising 43 permanent and 7 additional judges. Past 
judges include Jagdish Singh Khehar, Ranjan Gogoi who 
were elevated to the Supreme Court of India and became 
Chief Justice of India.

Sanjay Kothari, Bimal Julka

Sanjay Kothari, 
the Secretary 

to the President, 
has been selected 
as the new 
Chief Vigilance 
Commissioner by 
a high-powered 
committee headed 
by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 
The committee has also chosen former Information and 
Broadcasting Secretary Bimal Julka, currently serving as an 
Information Commissioner, as the new Chief Information 
Commissioner in the Central Information Commission.
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) is an apex 
Indian governmental body created in 1964 to address 
governmental corruption. In 2003, the Parliament 
enacted a law conferring statutory status on the 
CVC. It has the status of an autonomous body, free 
of control from any executive authority, charged with 
monitoring all vigilance activity under the Central 
Government of India, advising various authorities 
in central Government organizations in planning, 
executing, reviewing and reforming their vigilance 
work. The Commission shall consist of:  A Central 
Vigilance Commissioner-Chairperson; Not more than 
two Vigilance Commissioners - Members.
CVC was set up on the recommendations of the 
Committee on Prevention of Corruption, (K. Santhanam 
Committee), to advise and guide Central Government 
agencies in the field of vigilance. Nittoor Srinivasa Rau, 
was selected as the first Chief Vigilance Commissioner 
of India.
The Central Information Commission is a statutory body, 
set up under the Right to Information Act in 2005 under 
the Government of India. The commission includes one 
chief information commissioner and not more than ten 
information commissioners who are appointed by the 
President of India on the recommendation of a committee 
consisting of the Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader 
of Opposition in the Lok Sabha; a Union Cabinet Minister 
to be nominated by the Prime Minister. Two women have 
been chief information commissioners: Deepak Sandhu 
(fourth chief information commissioner 
overall) and Sushma Singh (fifth overall). 
Wajahat Habibullah (born 30 September 
1945) was the first Chief Information 
Commissioner of India.

Mahant Nritya Gopal Das elected as the president of Ram Mandir Trust; Nripendra Misra 
to head the temple construction committee.
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approved by the Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet. 
The 1984 batch IAS officer 
will succeed current Finance 
Secretary Rajiv Kumar, who 
superannuated from the position 
in February 2020. Pandey was till 
recently serving as the Revenue 
Secretary. 
Ajay Bhushan Pandey is a 1984 
batch Indian Administrative 
Service officer from Maharashtra cadre. He was appointed 
as the Revenue Secretary on December 1, 2018.   He 
previously served as the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI). The 
UIDAI issues the unique 12-digit Aadhaar number. 
He also served as the Chairman of the Goods and Services 
Tax Network (GSTN). Till his new appointment, he was 
handling the position of Revenue Secretary and GSTN 
Chairman together. As the Revenue Secretary, he handled 
the Central Board of Direct Taxes, the Central Board 
of Indirect Taxes and Customs and the Enforcement 
Directorate. Pandey was elevated to the post of Finance 
Secretary following the retirement of Rajiv Kumar in 
February 2020. He is expected to serve at the position till 
his superannuation in February 2021.   
Rajiv Kumar, a 1984 batch IAS officer from Jharkhand cadre, 
was appointed as the Finance Secretary in 
July 2019. The senior-most officer in all the 
secretaries of the Finance Ministry is appointed 
as the finance secretary. The post of finance 
secretary is the senior-most for IAS officers in 
the Union government after Cabinet Secretary.

Sunil Joshi
The Cricket Advisory Committee 
(CAC) of the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
has appointed Sunil Joshi as 
the new Chief Selector of 
team India. BCCI has also 
appointed Harvinder Singh as a 
selector apart from Sunil Joshi. 
Venkatesh Prasad and Laxman 
Sivaramakrishnan were also 
in the race to become the chief 
selectors. The advisory committee consists of former 
cricketers RP Singh, Sulakshana Naik and Madan Lal. The 
term of the current chief selector MSK Prasad is ending 
this month. After that Harvinder Singh, Devang Gandhi, 
Sarandeep Singh and Jatin Paranjpe, headed by Sunil Joshi, 

Union Cabinet approved Assisted Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill for the welfare of 
Women in the Country.

The court building is known as the Palace of Justice. 
Designed by Le Corbusier, it and several of his other works 
were inscribed as UNESCO World Heritage Sites in July 
2016.
The States Reorganisation Act, 1956 paved the way for 
the formation of Haryana and the Union Territory of 
Chandigarh from 1 November 1966. Those formations also 
saw the renaming of the High Court of Punjab as the High 
Court of Punjab and Haryana. The Judges 
of the High Court of Punjab became Judges 
of the common High Court with all the 
powers and jurisdiction of the High Court 
of Punjab. However, the principal seat of 
the High Court remained at Chandigarh.

Lt Gen Kanwal Jeet Singh Dhillon

Former decorated Commander 
of Srinagar-based 15 Corps 

Lt Gen Kanwal Jeet Singh 
Dhillon has been appointed 
as Director General, Defence 
Intelligence Agency, and Deputy 
Chief of Integrating Defence 
Staff (Intelligence) under the 
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) 
in the Department of Military 
Affairs.
The Defence Intelligence Agency is an organisation 
responsible for providing and coordinating military 
intelligence for the Indian armed forces. The DIA was 
created in 2002 on recommendations of a Group of 
Ministers which looked into lapses leading to the Kargil 
intrusion in 1999.  The DIA also forms part of the Multi 
Agency Centre, an umbrella of organisations which looks 
into infiltration of terrorists from Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.  
The 57-year-old Lt Gen Dhillon, who is from the 1983 batch 
of the Indian Military Academy, handed over the charge of 
15 Corps to Lt Gen BS Raju on February 29.  Officials in 
the Defence Ministry said the order for Lt Gen Dhillon has 
been issued and he will assume the charge soon. The former 
decorated Commander of 15 Corps has been appreciated 
for three major people-friendly operations 
during his tenure in Kashmir, including 
‘Operation Maa’ (mother), ‘Taleem se 
Taraqqi’ (Education leads to success) and 
‘Humsaya hain hum’ (co-habitatants).

Ajay Bhushan Pandey

Ajay Bhushan Pandey has been appointed as the new 
Finance Secretary of India. His new appointment was 
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Dadasaheb Phalke International 
Film Festival Awards 2020

The Dadasaheb 
Phalke International 

Film Festival Awards 
2020 were held on 
February 20 in Mumbai. 
Actor Ravi Dubey 
served as the host of 
the evening and many 
celebrities attended the 
glamorous event from the film and television industry.  
Stars including Hrithik Roshan, Malaika Arora, Divya 
Tripathi, Rashami Desai, Dia Mirza among others 
attended the event.  Yeh Hai Mohabbatein fame Divyanka 
looked absolutely stunning in an all green sequined and 
ruffled saree. Dheeraj Dhooper from Kundali Bhagya 
looked dapper in a white shirt and blazer paired up with 
black trousers and a black bow-tie.  Actress and story-
teller Sriti Jha, who was nominated for best-actress in a 
television series looked her usual elegant self in a saree 
and minimal make-up look.  Hrithik Roshan bagged the 
Best Actor award for film, while Divyanka Tripathi was 
honoured as the Best Actress for television.  
Here is the full list of awards/ winners at the Dadasaheb 
Phalke International Film Festival Awards 2020:  
Best Film - Super 30  
Best Actor - Hrithik Roshan  
Most Promising Actor - Kiccha Sudeep  
Best Actor in Television Series - Dheeraj Dhoopar  
Best Actress in Television - Divyanka Tripathi  
Most Favourite Television Actor - Harshad Chopda  
Most Favourite Jodi in Television Series - Sriti Jha and 
Shabbir Ahluwalia (Kumkum Bhagya)  
Best Reality Show - Bigg Boss 13  
Best Television Series - Kumkum Bhagya  
Best Playback Singer Male - Armaan 
Malik

Kate Webb Prize

Freelance reporter 
Ahmer Khan has 

been awarded 2019 
Agence France-Presse 
Kate Webb Prize.  Ahmer 
Khan was honoured 
for his on the ground 
coverage in India-
controlled Kashmir 
during Delhi's lockdown of the region, with his video and 
written reports vividly illustrating the impact on locals 
during lockdown. The award, named after one of AFP's 
finest correspondents, recognises journalism by locally 
hired reporters in Asia operating in risky or difficult 
conditions.
The Kate Webb Prize, with a 3,000 euro ($3,400) purse, 
honours journalists working in perilous or difficult 
conditions in Asia. 
The Kate Webb Prize is named after a crusading AFP 
reporter who died in 2007 at the age of 64, after a career 
covering the world's troublespots. 
Kate Webb (24 March 1943 – 13 May 2007) was a New 
Zealand-born Australian war correspondent for UPI and 
Agence France-Presse. Born in Christchurch, New Zealand, 
Webb moved to Canberra, Australia, with her family while 
she was still a child. Her father, Leicester Chisholm Webb, 
was professor of political science at the Australian National 
University, and her mother, Caroline Webb, was active in 
women's organisations. Both her parents were killed when 
Kate was 18. 
Kate Webb earned a reputation as a fearless reporter while 
covering wars and other historic events in Asia during a 
career spanning four decades. She made her name in 
Vietnam and also worked in Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines, India, 
South Korea and the Middle East. She was 
known for her kindness and compassion 
and became a mentor to younger Asian 
journalists. 

Kings XI Punjab team. At the same time, Harvinder Singh 
has played 3 Tests and 16 ODIs in his career. He has played 
domestic cricket for Punjab and Railways. 
Joshi debut in International test cricket on 
June 6, 1996, against England and played 
the last test on November 25, 2000, against 
Zimbabwe.

A state-of-the-art badminton academy and stadium named after Olympic silver medallist P V 
Sindhu is to be set up in Chennai.

will take over the responsibility of selecting the Indian 
cricket team. The tenures of Devang Gandhi, Sarandeep 
Singh, and Jatin Paranjpe will end next year.
Former spinner Sunil Joshi has played 15 Tests and 69 ODIs 
for India. He has taken 615 wickets in his first-class career. 
Sunil Joshi has 41 wickets in Tests and 69 wickets in ODIs. 
Joshi has also been the bowling coach of Bangladesh and the 

AWARDS
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Nari Shakti Puraskar 2019

The President of 
India, Ram Nath 

Kovind presented 
Nari Shakti Puraskar 
for the year 2019 at a 
special ceremony held 
in Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
New Delhi on the 
occasion of International 
Women’s Day. The 
awards were conferred on15 eminent women in recognition 
of their efforts in rendering distinguished services towards 
emancipation of women, especially vulnerable and 
marginalized women. Nari Shakti Puraskar awardee from 
Kollam, Alappuzha, Kerala, Bhageerathi Amma, could not 
travel to Delhi to receive the award.
Nari Shakti Puraskar is an initiative of the Ministry 
of Women and Child Development to acknowledge 
the exceptional contribution made by individuals and 
institutions, to celebrate women as game changers and 
catalyst of positive change in the society. These outstanding 
women have contributed towards safeguarding women’s 
rightsalong with pushing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development Goals. These awards are an effort to recognize 
women as equal partners in the advancement of society.
These achievers have not allowed age, geographical 
barriers or access to resources to come in the way of 
fulfilling their dreams. Their indomitable spirit will 
inspire the society at large and the young Indian minds in 
particular to break gender stereotypes, and stand up against 
gender inequality and discrimination. The 
winners of the Nari ShaktiPuraskarfor 
the year 2019 are from fields as diverse 
as agriculture, sports, handicrafts, 
afforestation and wildlife conservation, 
Armed Forces and education.
The list of the Awardees is as under:

S. 
No

Name Category State

1 PadalaBhudevi Individual Srikakulam, Andhra 
Pradesh

2 Bina Devi Individual Munger , Bihar
3 Arifa Jan Individual Srinagar, Jammu 

and Kashmir
4 ChamiMurmu Individual Rajnagar, Saraikela 

Kharsawan, 
Jharkhand

5 NilzaWangmo Individual Leh, Ladakh

6 Rashmi 
Urdhwareshe

Individual Pune, Maharashtra

7 Sardarni Mann 
Kaur

Individual Patiala, Punjab

8 Kalavati Devi Individual Kanpur,  Uttar 
Pradesh

9 Tashi and  
Nungshi Malik

Individual Dehradun, 
Uttarakhand

10 Kaushiki 
Chakroborty

Individual Kolkata, West 
Bengal

11 Bhageerathi 
Amma,

Karthyayini 
Amma

Individual Kollam, Alappuzha, 
Kerala

12 Avani 
Chaturvedi

Bhawna Kanth

Mohana Singh

Individual Rewa, Madhya 
Pradesh

Darbhanga, Bihar

Agra, Uttar Pradesh

Indian Air Force

Dhruv Batra Player of the Year 
Award 2019

National team 
captains Manpreet 

Singh and Rani Rampal 
won the Dhruv Batra 
Player of the Year Award 
2019 in the men's and 
women's categories 
respectively at the third 
Hockey India Annual 
Awards at Delhi. 
Manpreet and Rani received a cash award of Rs 25 lakh 
each, besides trophies. The Hockey India Annual Awards 
carried a total prize purse of Rs 1.64 crore.  It has been a 
wonderful 2019 for both Manpreet and Rani as they led 
the men's and women's teams to Tokyo Olympics berths.  
Manpreet became the first Indian to win the International 
Hockey Federation's (FIH) Player of the Year award last 
month, while Rani became the first-ever player to win the 
prestigious 'World Games Athlete of the Year' award in 
January.  Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju was the chief guest 
at the occasion.  
Among other awards, Olympic gold medallist Harbinder 
Singh won the prestigious Major Dhyan Chand Lifetime 
Achievement Award 2019 for his outstanding contribution 
to the sport. He received a cash prize of Rs 30 lakh and 
a trophy.  The Milestone Awards were presented to Deep 

Veteran Kannada actress Kishori Ballal passed away at the age of 82 in Bengaluru.
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Dr. Niti Kumar’s research group is trying to understand the 
protein quality control machinery in malaria parasites to 
explore alternative drugs for malaria. Dr. Niti Kumar has 
received several awards and honors like Innovative Young 
Biotechnologist Award (DBT-IYBA 2015), INSA Medal 
for Young Scientist (2010) by Indian National Academy of 
Sciences and Marie Curie Early Stage Research Fellowship 
by European Union under 6th Framework Programme 
(2005-2006).
Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) is 
a constitutional body works under the Department of 
Science and Technology (DoST), Government of India. It 
was established in 2009 through an Act of the Parliament 
of India.  The secretary to the Department of Science and 
Technology (GoI) is the chairman of the board.
National Science Day is celebrated on 
February 28 because of the discovery of the 
Raman Effect on this day. This discovery 
was announced by Indian Scientist Sir 
Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman (Sir CV 
Raman) on February 28.

61st Annual Lalit Kala Akademi 
Awards 2020

President of India, 
Ram Nath Kovind 

conferred the 61st 
annual Lalit Kala 
Akademi awards 2020 
to 15 excellent artists at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, New 
Delhi. The awardees 
were honoured with a 
shawl, plaque and a cash 
prize worth Rs 1 lakh.
61st National Exhibition of Art and National Kala Mela: 
Prahlad Singh Patel, Minister of State for Culture & 
Tourism, inaugurated 61st National Exhibition of Art 
& National Kala Mela in New Delhi. The 61st National 
Exhibition of Art, 2019-20 will be continued till 22nd 
March 2020 and the Kala Mela concludes on 9th March 
2020.
The book named S. Dhanpal, a Lalit Kala Akademi 
publication, on the eminent artist with the same name was 
also launched at the ceremony.
Anil Baijal, Lieutenant Governor of Delhi, Chairman of 
Lalit Kala Academy Dr. Uttam Pacharne, were present on 
the occasion. Lalit Kala Akademi organises art exhibitions 
& award ceremonies annually to promote art as well as to 
honour talents. The exhibition brings together the works of 

Grace Ekka, Kothajit Singh and Savita for playing 200 
international matches. They received a cheque of Rs 1 
lakh each, plus a trophy.  Harmanpreet Singh, Lalit Kumar 
Upadhyay and Nikki Pradhan were also recognised for 
playing 100 matches for India. They were presented with a 
cheque of Rs 50,000 each and a trophy.  
Manpreet was also awarded a cash prize of Rs 10 lakh 
for winning the FIH Men's Player of the Year 2019, while 
youngsters Vivek Sagar Prasad and Lalremsiami received 
cash awards of Rs 5 lakh each for winning the FIH Rising 
Star of the Year 2019 Awards in the men's and women's 
categories respectively. Rani was also given a cash prize 
of Rs 10 lakh for winning the prestigious World Games 
Athlete of the Year 2019.
Baljit Singh Award for Goalkeeper of the Year 2019 went to 
Krishan B Pathak, while Harmanpreet won the Defender of 
the Year recognition.  Ajit Pal Singh Award for Midfielder of 
the Year was bagged by Neha Goyal, while Dhanraj Pillay 
Award for Forward of the Year went to Mandeep Singh.  
Each of the above individual awards carried a cash prize of 
Rs 5 lakh besides a glittering trophy. Young Lalremsiami 
won the Asunta Lakra Award for Upcoming Player of the 
Year 2019 (Women, Under-21), while Jugraj Singh Award 
for Upcoming Player of the Year 2019 (Men, Under-21) 
was presented to Vivek Sagar Prasad.  
Hockey India President Mohd Mushtaque 
Ahmad congratulated all the winners.  FIH 
President Narinder Batra said as head of the 
international federation he is happy to see 
the progress of the Indian teams.

SERB Women's Excellence Award 
-2020

Dr. Niti Kumar, 
Senior Scientist of 

Molecular Parasitology 
and Immunology 
Division, CSIR-CDRI, 
Lucknow, has received 
the SERB Women's 
Excellence Award-2020. 
She was awarded by the 
President of India, Ram Nath Kovind during the National 
Science Day celebration at Vigyan Bhawan on February 
28, 2020.
The award is given to women scientists under the age 
of 40, who have received honors from various national 
academies. Women researchers will be assisted by Science 
and Engineering Research Board of the Department of 
Science and Technology, Government of India, with a grant 
of Rs 5 lakh per year for 3 years.
Sanjay Kothari, the Secretary to the President, has been selected as the new Chief Vigilance 

Commissioner by a high-powered committee headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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Kishori Ballal

Veteran Kannada actor 
Kishori Ballal, who had 

acted in over 75 movies and 
left an indelible mark with her 
role in Shah Rukh Khan-starrer 
'Swades', has died at the age 
of 82. Kishori Ballal was born 
in 1937 in Dakshina Kannada, 
Karnataka. She was married 
to a Bharatanatyam dancer, N 
Sripathi Ballal, a Hindu from the 
Bunt community. N Sripathi Ballal hails from Mangalore. 
The couple got married in 1950. 
Kishori Ballal and her husband were trained in acting 
from Dr Siva Ram Karanth and Vysarya Ballal. Later, 
she worked in an advertisement produced under ‘Durga 
Khote Productions.’ In 1960, she debuted in the Kannada 
film, ‘Ivalentha Hendthi.’ She performed in various theatre 
plays in 1970, which were later translated in Kannada 
also. In her five-decade-long career, she worked in over 
75 movies across different languages such as 'Kahi', 'Hani 
Hani', 'Suryakanthi', 'Carry On Maratha' and 'Quick Gun 
Murugun'.  
Apart from Kannada film, the actress has also worked in 
Hindi films most notably as the caretaker of Shah Rukh 
Khan in the critically acclaimed Swades. Her 2016 release 
includes Mahaveera Machideva and Aasra. Television 
roles include the matriarch in long running serial 
Amruthavarshini.
Awards & Honours
1984: Kannada Rajyothsava award
1984: Kannada Nataka Academy Prashasthi 
2005: International Indian Film Academy Awards for Best 
Performance in a Supporting Role Female in Swades
2014: Smt Lakshmi Bai Award for Acting
She was fondly called as Amma.

Krishna Bose

Krishna Bose, one of the most respected politicians 
of West Bengal and the wife of Sisir Kumar Bose, 

nephew of Subhas Chandra Bose, 
passed away on February 22, 
after a brief illness. She was 89. 
Bose, a three-time Lok Sabha MP 
from the Jadavpur seat, was also 
an eminent academic, writer and 
social worker. She is survived by 
her sons Sugata and Sumantra 
Bose and daughter Sarmila Bose.
She was born on December 
26, 1930, in Dhaka to Charu 
C. Chaudhuri and Chhayadevi Chaudhurani. Her uncle 
(father’s brother) was the great Bengali writer and polymath 
Nirad C. Chaudhuri. In 1955, she married Sisir Kumar 
Bose, the son of Subhas Chandra Bose’s elder brother Sarat 
Chandra Bose. A well-known figure in the academic world, 
Krishna Bose was the principal of City College, Kolkata, 
for eight years. She had written a number of acclaimed 
books, including the autobiographical An Outsider in 
Politics, Emilie and Subhas, and Lost Addresses: A Memoir 
of India 1934-55.
Krishna Bose’s political career was also quite remarkable. 
In the mid-1990s, when the ruling Communist Party of 
India (Marxist)-led Left Front was at its strongest, she not 
only managed to wrest the Jadavpur seat away from the 
CPI(M) but also retained it for three consecutive terms. 
In 1996, she won on the Congress ticket and in the next 
two terms on the Trinamool ticket. Her son, Sugata Bose, 
a well-known historian, won from the same seat in 2014. 

Ashoke Chatterjee

Former India footballer Ashoke 
Chatterjee passed away. He 

was 78. Chatterjee, a striker, 
made his national team debut 
against Japan in the Merdeka 
Cup in 1965. The team had won 
bronze in the competition. He 
played 30 matches for India and 
scored 10 goals.
He also represented India in the 
1966 Asian Games in Bangkok, 
and the Asian Cup Qualifiers in 1967. Besides, he was also 

External Affairs Minister Dr S. Jaishankar inaugurated the India Pavilion at the Berlin 
International Film Festival (Berlinale) 2020.

brilliance across the country & also motivates budding art 
talents to learn new tendencies and mediums in the world 
of painting, sculpture, graphics, photography, drawing, 
installation & multimedia etc., The Lalit Kala Academy 
was inaugurated on August 5, 1954, by former Honourable 

Minister of Education, Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad and was given statutory 
authority in 1957, under the Societies 
Registration Act 1860. Its headquarters are 
located in New Delhi.

OBITUARY
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a part of the Indian team in the Merdeka Cup in Ipoh, and 
Kuala Lumpur from 1965 to 1968.
Chatterjee’s Maidan days were mostly spent at Mohun 
Bagan. He joined Bagan in 1961 and played till 1968. 
From 1969 to 19971 he, however, represented East Bengal. 
The striker was one of the important members of the East 
Bengal squad which won the historic IFA Shield in 1970 
defeating Pas Club of Iran. He came back to Bagan in 1972.
Overall, he scored 85 goals for Bagan and 38 for East 
Bengal. Chatterjee also represented Bengal in the Santosh 
Trophy in 1964 (runners-up), 1966, and 1967 (runners-up) 
and scored 3 goals.
Last year Mohun Bagan gave him the lifetime achievement 
award. He was a regular at the Bagan tent till a few years 
back. Besides football, he was a keen follower of athletics 
and music.

Hosni Mubarak

Hosni Mubarak, former 
Egyptian President, who 

was ousted during Arab Spring 
passed away in Cairo. He was 
91. Mubarak had ruled Egypt for 
almost 30 years before his ouster 
in the pro-democracy movement.
During the Arab Spring 
revolution, Mubarak was found 
guilty of having a hand in the 
killings of protesters during the 
revolution. However, the conviction was later overturned 
and he was freed in March 2017.
Hosni Mubarak had served as the fourth President of Egypt 
for 30 years from 1981 till 2011. He was appointed as the 
Vice President of the nation on October 14, 1981 and eight 
days later, on October 22, he was sworn in as the President 
of Egypt after Islamist militants assassinated the ruling 
President Anwar Sadat during a military parade.
Before entering Egyptian politics, he had served as a career 
officer in the Egyptian Air Force. He later served as the 
commander of the air force from 1972 to 1975 and then 
became air chief marshal in 1973.
The Arab Spring was a series of anti-government uprisings 
and armed rebellions that spread quickly across the Islamic 
nations in early 2010. The revolutions were against the 
oppressive regimes in the nations and the low standard 
of living.  The protests had begun from Tunisia and later 
it spread to other Islamic nations including Egypt, Libya, 
Yemen, Bahrain and Syria. The ruling regimes in all these 
nations were overthrown and major violence was reported.  

Protests were also reported from other Islamic nations 
including Jordan, Oman, Sudan, Algeria, Iraq, Morocco 
and Kuwait.   The Arab Spring paved way for large-scale 
conflicts including the Egyptian Crisis, Yemeni Crisis and 
civil war, Libyan Civil War and the Syrian Civil War. The 
conflicts have resulted in a major refugee crisis with many 
people fleeing the conflict zones.

Javier Perez de Cuellar

Two-term secretary-general 
of the United Nations, Javier 

Perez de Cuellar passed away on 
March 04, 2020. He was 100.  
In 1988, he played a major role 
in the historic ceasefire between 
Iraq and Iran.  Javier Perez 
served a long diplomatic career 
and dedicated his life to make his 
country great.  He was also Peru’s 
ambassador to France during his 
career. 
Javier Perez de Cuellar began his tenure as UN secretary-
general on January 01, 1982. He was a little known 
Peruvian at that time when the UN was held in low esteem.  
He served as the UN secretary-general from 1982 to 1991. 
He is also known as the ‘pacifist by vocation and nature’. 
Javier Perez is famous as one of the famous Peruvian of his 
era. He was born on January 19, 1920 in Lima.  
Javier Perez de Cuellar started his professional life from 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1940 as a diplomatic 
officer. He served as ambassador in various countries like 
the United Kingdom, Brazil, Bolivia, Soviet Union, Poland 
among others.  Perez de Cuellar became UN Secretary-
General on December 31, 1981, and re-elected on this post 
in October 1986. He completed his second term as UN 
Secretary-General on December 31, 1991. He also visited 
Pakistan when he was working as Under-Secretary-General 
for Special Political Affairs, UN.

Thich Quang Do

Vietnam’s dissident Buddhist 
monk, who had been under 

house arrest since 2003, passed 
away at the age of 93 years 
on February 22, 2020. He was 
nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize multiple times for his vocal 
advocacy for democracy.
The Buddhist monk was the head 
of the banned Unified Buddhist 
Church of Vietnam (UBCV). The 

India's iconic jeanswear brand Flying Machine has signed up Kartik Aaryan as its new 
brand ambassador.
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related to space travel played an 
important role in transporting 
humans to space. Katherine was 
one of the first women scientists 
of NASA who helped humans to 
reach space. It is believed that the 
Americans were able to overtake 
the Soviet Union in the space race 
because of her contributions.
Katherine Johnson was a part 
of NASA's computer pool. This 
pool was a group of mathematicians. NASA carried out its 
first successful space mission with the help of data created 
by this group. Katherine was one of the black women who 
worked for NASA. She started her career as a teacher.
Born in 1918 at West Virginia, Katherine was curious to 
learn math from an early age. According to Katherine’s 
biography published by NASA, she was one of three black 
students selected to integrate West Virginia's undergraduate 
colleges. She did the mapping of the moon before the 
1969’s landing and helped to bring Apollo-13 astronauts 
back to the Earth.
In 2015, the then US President Barack Obama awarded 
her the ‘Presidential Medal of Freedom’. Obama had said, 
Katherine Johnson denied being limited by the pressures 
of society's expectations about gender and race while 
expanding the limits of humanity's reach. NASA named a 
building 'Katherine G. Johnson Computational Research 
Facility' in 2017 in honour of Katherine Johnson.

church reported his death on February 23. As per reports, 
the Buddhist monk in his will signed in April 2019 has 
requested a simple funeral, not more than three days and 
his ashes to be scattered at sea after cremation.
Thich Quang Do was born in 1928 in Thai Binh province. 
The Buddhist monk had spent most of his life fighting for 
religious freedom and human rights in communist-run 
Vietnam. The communist government effectively placed 
him under house arrest in 2003 and since then he was under 
constant surveillance in Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City.
He was the head of the Unified Buddhist Church of 
Vietnam (UBCV) from 2008 until his death. The church 
was banned in the early 1980s after it refused to join the 
state-sanctioned Vietnam Buddhist Church.
Thich Quang Do was awarded the Hellman-Hammet Award 
for persecuted writers in 2001.  He was honoured with 
the Homo Homini Award for human rights activism by a 
Czech group People in Need in 2003. He shared the award 
with Thích Huyen Quang and Father Nguyen Van Ly.  He 
was awarded Norway’s Thorolf Rafto Memorial Prize in 
2006 for his personal courage and perseverance through 
three decades of peaceful opposition against Vietnam’s 
communist regime.

Katherine Johnson

Katherine Johnson was an American mathematician, 
who passed away on February 24, 2020. She was 

101. Katherine was famous NASA (National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration) mathematician who led the 
American space agency to a new height.  Her calculations 

India will host the 2022 AFC Women's Asian Cup.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

India and US sign defence 
deals worth 3 billion 

dollars.

Prime Minister launched 
10,000 Farmer Producer 
Organisations (FPOs) all 

over the country.

India beats Russia, 
Poland to bag $40 million 
defence deal in Europe.

Cabinet approves the Assisted 
Reproductive Technology Regulation 

Bill 2020      21 Feb' 20

The Union 
C a b i n e t , 
chaired by 

the Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi has 
approved a historic 
Bill for the welfare 
of Women in the 
Country–the Assisted 
Reproductive Technology Regulation Bill 2020.  This 
follows the introduction in Parliament of the Surrogacy 
Regulation Bill 2020, and the approval of the Medical 
Termination of Pregnancy Amendment Bill 2020. These 
legislative measures are path breaking steps to protect 
women’s reproductive rights.
Once the Bill is enacted by the Parliament, the Central 
Government shall notify the date of the commencement 
of the Act. Consequently, the National Board will be 
constituted.
The National Board shall lay down code of conduct to 
be observed by persons working at clinics, to set the 
minimum standards of physical infrastructure, laboratory 
and diagnostic equipment and expert manpower to be 
employed by clinics and banks.
The States and Union Territories shall constitute the State 
Boards and State Authorities within three months of the 
notification by the Central Government.
The State Board shall have the responsibility to follow the 
policies and plans laid by the National Board for clinics 
and Banks in the State. The Bill also provides for National 
Registry and Registration Authority to maintain a Central 
database and assist the National Board in its functioning.  
The Bill also proposes for a stringent punishment for 

The Pakistan Cricket Board suspended Umar Akmal with immediate effect, pending an 
anti-corruption investigation against the batsman.

those practising sex selection, sale of human embryos or 
gametes, running agencies/ rackets/ organisations for such 
unlawful practices.    
The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2020 proposes to regulate 
surrogacy in India by establishing National Board at the 
central level and State Boards and Appropriate Authorities 
in the States and Union Territories. The Bill has been 
examined by the Select Committee and the report has been 
tabled in the Rajya Sabha on the 5th of February 2020.
The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 (34 of 
1971) was enacted to provide for the termination of certain 
pregnancies by registered medical practitioners and for 
matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. The 
said Act recognised the importance of safe, affordable, 
accessible abortion services to women who need to 
terminate pregnancy under certain specified conditions. 
Taken together, the three proposed 
legislations create an environment of 
safeguards for women's reproductive 
rights, addressing changing social contexts 
and technological advances.

Home Ministry permits shooters to 
keep upto 12 firearms for shooting 

practice      24 Feb' 20

The Union Home Ministry has amended the provisions 
of Arms Act, 1959 and the Arms Rules, 2016 to 
increase the number of firearms and ammunitions 

that can be kept by shooters for practice.
In case a shooter is renowned in one event, he will be allowed 
to keep a maximum of eight weapons. If he is renowned 
in two events then he can keep maximum ten weapons. 
Earlier, the permit was four and seven respectively. If a 
shooter is known in more than two events, then he will now 
be allowed to keep a maximum of twelve firearms unlike 
earlier seven.
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In his statement, President Trump said, 
India and the US have expanded their 
defence cooperation with agreements for 
New Delhi to purchase more than three 
billion dollars of advanced American 
military equipment. 

Cabinet gives its nod to order on 
adopting central laws in concurrent 

list for J&K      26 Feb' 20

Cabinet has given its nod to order on adopting 
central laws in Concurrent List for Union Territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir. It has approved issuance 

of an order for adaptation of Central Acts in Jammu and 
Kashmir under Section 96 of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Act, 2019 by the central government.  
Cabinet has accepted all the recommendations of the select 
committee on Surrogacy Bill. The Rajya Sabha Select 
Committee on Surrogacy Bill had recommended that surrogate 
motherhood should not be restricted to close relatives alone. It 
should be allowed to any willing woman. The Committee also 
recommended removal of requirement of five years as the 
period of inability to conceive before opting for surrogacy and 
increasing the insurance cover for the surrogate mother from 
16 months proposed in the Bill to 36 months.  
Government has also approved amendments to the 
National Institutes of Food Technology, Entrepreneurship 
and Management Bill, 2019. The Bill will confer status of 
Institution of National Importance to National Institutes of 
Food Technology at Kundli, Haryana and Thanjavur, Tamil 
Nadu.  Cabinet also approved amendment of the Laccadive, 
Minicoy and Amindivi Islands Land Revenue and Tenancy 
Regulation, 1965. This will confer occupancy rights to the 
Scheduled Tribe population in Lakshadweep.   Government 
also approved three MoUs for cooperation between 
India and Myanmar on combating timber trafficking, 
conservation of tigers and other wildlife, and in the fields 
of petroleum products and communications. Cabinet 
Committee on Economic Affairs, CCEA has 
approved  setting up a National Technical 
Textiles Mission with a total outlay of 1480 
crore rupees. This will position the country 
as a global leader in Technical Textiles.

India and Myanmar exchange 10 
agreements in various fields      27 Feb' 20

India and Myanmar exchanged 10 agreements in various 
fields including infrastructure, energy, communication 
and health.  The agreements were exchanged following 

For junior target shooters or aspiring shooters, the Home 
Ministry has decided to amend the rules to allow them to 
possess two firearms of any category, as against earlier 
one. The shooters will now also be entitled to possess two 
firearms as normal citizens under provisions of the Arms 
Act, 1959.
Under the amended provisions, the quantity of ammunition 
that shooters can purchase for .22 LR rifle/pistol has been 
increased to 5000 instead of 1000, for Pistol/Revolver the 
quantity has been increased to 2000 instead of 600 and for 
shotgun calibers, the quantity has been increased to 5000 
instead 500.
Further, the maximum number of firearms to be possessed 
by any person has been reduced to two from 
earlier three. Those who have three firearms 
have been given the facility to retain any 
two of them and deposit the remaining 
firearm by December 13, 2020.

India and US sign defence deals 
worth 3 billion dollars      26 Feb' 20

India and the 
United States 
has finalized 

defence deals 
worth three billion 
dollars and signed 
three agreements, 
including in health 
and oil sectors. A 
Memorandum of Understanding was signed on mental 
health between the health departments of both the two 
countries. 
Another MoU on the safety of medical products was signed 
between the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization 
with the US Food and Drug Administration. A Letter of 
Cooperation was signed between Indian Oil Corporation 
Limited and Exxon Mobil India LNG Limited and Chart 
Industries Inc, US. 
In a joint press meet after holding extensive talks with 
visiting US President Donald Trump in New Delhi, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said the defence cooperation 
between two countries is reflective of the rising strategic 
partnership between India and US.  
The Prime Minister said, they have decided to enhance 
efforts to hold supporters of terrorism accountable and 
agreed on new mechanism to contain drug trafficking.
Prime Minister added that both countries are committed 
to openness, fair and balanced trade and have decided to 
enhance strategic energy partnership.

Axis Bank Ltd has signed a confidentiality and exclusivity arrangement to explore the 
possibility of the Bank entering into a long-term strategic partnership with Max Life.
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talks between 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and 
Myanmar President 
U Win Myint in 
New Delhi. Both 
leaders discussed 
a wide range of 
bilateral issues.  U 
Win Myint arrived in New Delhi on a four-day visit to India. 
He was accompanied by the First Lady Daw Cho Cho. 
Myanmar President was accorded ceremonial reception at 
the Rashtrapati Bhavan.  He visited Rajghat and paid tribute 
to father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. External Affairs 
Minister Dr S Jaishankar also called on the visiting dignitary.
Reaffirming  India’s ‘Act East’ and ‘Neighbourhood 
First’ policies and Myanmar’s non-aligned foreign policy 
both leaders committed to further strengthen the bilateral 
relations. Co-operation in defence and security along 
with matter of enhanced bilateral trade and economic 
engagements was also discussed. India reiterated its support 
for peace, stability and development in Rakhine state. 
Coordinated Bus Service between Imphal and Mandalay 
is expected to begin from April this year. The Indian side 
reiterated its commitment for construction of the Integrated 
Check Post in Tamu, Myanmar. 
India shares religious, linguistic and ethnic ties with 
Myanmar. It is the only ASEAN country adjoining India 
which provides gateway to South East Asia. India is 
seeking to enhance its cooperation with Myanmar in line 
with its Act East and Neighborhood First Policies.  India is 
the fifth largest trading partner of Myanmar. Bilateral trade 
between these two countries has witnessed 
around 8 per cent growth during 2018-19 
and current trade stands at 1.7 billion dollar. 
The President of Myanmar also visited 
Bodh Gaya and Agra during his tour.

32 projects sanctioned under 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada 

Yojana (PMKSY)      27 Feb' 20

Meetings of the Inter-Ministerial Approval 
Committee (IMAC) were held under the 
Chairpersonship of Union Minister of Food 

Processing Industries Smt. Harsimrat Kaur Badal at 
New Delhi. Total of 32 projects were sanctioned in these 
meetings under the ‘Unit’ scheme of PMKSY of Ministry 
of Food Processing Industries. The projects are spread 
across almost 17 States, leveraging an investment worth 
406 Crore rupees.

These projects envisage the creation of direct and indirect 
employment for approximately fifteen thousand persons 
along with employment opportunities in rural areas to be 
the focus area. 
The food sector has emerged as a high-growth and high-
profit sector due to its immense potential for value addition, 
particularly within the food processing industry as it is 
said to have Compound Annual Growth Rate(CAGR) 
of approximately 8 percent over the last five years. The 
projects approved are running across quadrilaterals of 
the country covering over 100 agro-climatic zones.  The 
Processed food market is expected to grow to $ 543 bn by 
2020 from $ 322 bn in 2016, at a CAGR of 14.6%.
MoFPI is implementing PMKSY and the period of 
implementation is 2016-20 with a total outlay of Rs 
6,000 crore. The PMKSY has seven component schemes 
viz; Mega Food Parks, Integrated Cold Chain and Value 
Addition Infrastructure, Infrastructure for Agro-Processing 
Clusters, Creation of Backward and 
Forward Linkages, Creation/Expansion 
of Food Processing and Preservation 
Capacities, Food Safety and Quality 
Assurance Infrastructure, and Human 
Resources and Institutions.

Prime Minister launched 10,000 
Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) 

all over the country      29 Feb' 20

Prime Minister 
N a r e n d r a 
Modi has 

launched 10,000 
Farmers Producer 
Organisations all 
over the country at 
Chitrakoot. Nearly 
86% of farmers 
are small and marginal with average land holdings in 
the country being less than 1.1 hectare. These small, 
marginal and landless farmers face tremendous challenges 
during agriculture production phase such as for access to 
technology, quality seed, fertilizers and pesticides including 
requisite finances. They also face tremendous challenges in 
marketing their produce due to lack of economic strength.
Initially there will be three implementing Agencies to form 
and promote FPOs, namely Small Farmers Agri-business 
Consortium (SFAC), National Cooperative Development 
Corporation (NCDC) and National Bank for Agriculture 
and Rural Development (NABARD). States may also, 
if so desire, nominate their Implementing Agency in 

Sarita Mor eked out a 2 win over Battsetseg Atlantsetseg of Mongolia in the women's 59 kg 
final to clinch the gold medal.
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consultation with DAC&FW. FPOs help in collectivization 
of such small, marginal and landless farmers in order to 
give them the collective strength to deal with such issues. 
Members of the FPO will manage their activities together 
in the organization to get better access to technology, input, 
finance and market for faster enhancement of their income.
The event also witnesses the completion of one year of the 
launch of PM-KISAN scheme. The Scheme was launched 
on 24th February, 2019 and has successfully completed one 
year of implementation on 24th February, 2020.
The report of 'Doubling of Farmer's Income (DFI)' has 
emphasized this fact and recommended formation of 
7,000 FPOs by 2022 towards convergence of efforts for 
doubling the farmers' income. In the Union Budget 2019-
20, Government has announced creation of 10,000 new 
FPOs to ensure economies of scale for 
farmers over the next five years, for which 
a dedicated supporting and holistic scheme 
as Central Sector Scheme is proposed for 
targeted development of FPOs and its 
sustainability.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
launches 'Suposhit Maa Abhiyaan' in 

Kota      29 Feb' 20

Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om 
Birla has said 

that society should 
also come forward to 
remove malnutrition 
problems in the 
country. Mr. Birla 
was addressing the 
program after launching the 'Suposhit Maa Abhiyaan'  in 
his constituency Kota.   Union Minister for Women and 
Child Development Smriti Irani was also present in the 
program. Mr. Birla appealed to every section of the society 
to cooperate in the malnutrition-free India campaign.
The main objective of this campaign is to keep pregnant 
women and newborn health. It has been launched from 
Kota but it will cover entire India. About 1000 kits of 17 kg 
balanced diet were provided to 1,000 pregnant women in 
the first phase of the campaign.
Suposhit Maa Abhiyan is a campaign to preserve the health 
of our future generations. Lok Sabha speaker said on this 
occasion that such programmes have to be made a mass 
movement to fulfill dreams of 130 crore Indians.
According to the plan, 1000 women will be given food for 
1 month for 12 months. At the same time, the health of 

the child, including medical examination, 
blood, medicine, delivery, will be taken 
care of. It is nutritional support for pregnant 
mothers and girls. The campaign will not 
only look after pregnant women but also 
newborn babies will be part of this scheme.

Prime Minister lays foundation stone 
for the Bundelkhand Expressway      

29 Feb' 20

To supplement 
the nodes 
of the Uttar 

Pradesh Defence 
Industrial Corridor, 
announced in 
February 2018, the 
Prime Minister of 
India, Narendra 
Modi laid the foundation stone for the 296-kilometres long 
Bundelkhand Expressway at Chitrakoot. To be built at a cost 
of Rs 14,849 crore, the Expressway is expected to benefit 
Chitrakoot, Banda, Mahoba, Hamirpur, Jalaun, Auraiya 
and Etawah districts. Modi said Bundelkhand Expressway, 
Purvanchal Expressway or the proposed Ganga Expressway, 
will not only increase connectivity in UP, but also create 
many employment opportunities and will also connect the 
people with the facilities available in big cities. 
Referring to the huge defence equipment requirements 
spanning from land systems, ships and submarines to 
fighter aircraft, helicopters, weapons and sensors, the Prime 
Minister said that a provision of Rs 3700 crore has been 
made for the UP Defence Corridor in this year's budget. 
UP Defense Corridor is also getting momentum from 
Bundelkhand Expressway.  He stressed that nearly 2 crore 
farmer families of entire UP including Chitrakoot are getting 
their entitlement of over 12 thousand crore rupees a year, 
directly deposited in their bank accounts, 
without middlemen and any discrimination. 
He also added that beneficiaries of PM 
Kisan Yojana are also being linked to PM 
Jeevan Jyoti Insurance and PM Jeevan 
Suraksha Insurance Scheme. 

Centre launches special campaign to 
take forward empowerment of girls & 

women through education      01 Mar' 20

The government has launched a special campaign to 
take forward the momentum of empowerment of 
girls and women through education. Human Resource 

Indian wrestler Pinki secured the coveted gold medal after beating Mongolia's 
Dulguun Bolormaa in the women's 55kg final at the Asian Championships in Delhi.
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Development Minister 
Ramesh Pokhrial 
Nishank has said the 
ministry will celebrate 
the international 
women's day in 
schools and colleges 
across the country. He 
said the week-long 
special theme-based campaign begins from 1st March in the 
run up to the International Women's Day on 8th of March. 
This is one of the reasons for the success of the scheme of Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao whereby the Gross Enrollment Ratio of 
girls across all levels of education is now higher than boys. The 
Minister said that a self-defence Olympiad will be organized 
for girls at school-level on the lines of Yoga Olympiad. He 
said to ensure safety and security of girls, self defence training 
is imparted to girls of class 6 and 12 belonging to Government 
Schools. Beside this Ministry of HRD has taken various steps 
to promote education among girls.
Under the newly launched Integrated Scheme of School 
Education-Samagra Shiksha, effective from the year 
2018-19, provision has been made to upgrade the existing 
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs) from upper 
primary level upto senior secondary level in convergence 
with the erstwhile Girls Hostel Scheme. KGBVs currently 
have an enrolment of 6.18 lakh girls while enrolment stood 
at 3.52 lakh girls as on 30th September, 2014.
The Government has decided to increase female enrolment 
in B. Tech. Programmes of IITs from the current 8% to 
14% in 2018-19, 17% in 2019-20 and 20% in 2020-21 by 
creating supernumerary seats.
The Government has also decided to increase female 
enrolment from existing 14% to 20% over a period of 2-4 
years by creating supernumerary seats in 
undergraduate programmes of National 
Institute of Technology and Indian Institute 
of Engineering Science and Technology, 
Shibpur.

India beats Russia, Poland to bag $40 
million defence deal in Europe 

01 Mar' 20

In a major success, India has bagged a deal worth USD 
40 million to supply four indigenously-built weapon 
locating radars to Armenia by beating Russian and 

Polish firms. The deal is for supplying four Swathi weapon 
locating radars developed by the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) and manufactured by 
the Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) to Armenia in Europe.

The supply of 
the equipment to 
Armenia has already 
started and this is 
being considered as 
a big achievement 
for 'Make in India' 
programme in the 
defence sector. 
Armenians had conducted trials of systems offered by 
Russia and Poland that were also good but they decided 
to go for the reliable Indian system. The contract is for 
four Swathi weapon locating radars which provide fast, 
automatic and accurate location of enemy weapons like 
mortars, shells and rockets in its 50-km range.
The radar can simultaneously handle multiple projectiles 
fired from different weapons at different locations. The 
Indian Army is also using the same radars for its operations 
along the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir where 
they trace the source of attack by Pakistani positions. The 
system was given for trial to Army in 2018.
Officials said the export order will help India open a new 
market for the sale of its indigenous systems, which are 
cheaper than their European and other rivals. The Defence 
Ministry is also now looking at other orders 
from South-East Asia, Latin America and 
Middle-East countries for boosting defence 
exports for which a target of Rs 35,000 
crore has been set by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Government nominates 2 sites for 
inclusion in the World Heritage Sites 

List      03 Mar' 20

Two nomination 
dossiers were 
s u b m i t t e d 

by the Government 
of India for their 
inclusion in World 
Heritage List for 
the year 2020. They 
are, Dholavira: A 
Harappan City and 
Monuments and Forts of Deccan Sultanate.
The dholavira is an archaeological site located on Tropic 
of Cancer in Kutch Desert Wildlife Sanctuary, Gujarat. It 
consists of remains of ancient Indus Valley Civilization. It 
is estimated that the city of Dholavira is older than Lothal. 
Dholavira is known for its water conservation system. It 

Ansal Properties & Infrastructure Ltd CEO & whole time director Yogesh Gauba Yogesh 
Gauba has resigned with immediate effect due to health reasons.
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Great Britain women's field hockey captain Alex Danson-Bennett announced her 
retirement from the sport.

had massive water storage reservoirs. It is a saline wetland. 
The land has a depth of 0.5 meters to 1.5 meters. In the 
months of October and November, it dries up and turns into 
a saline desert. It is also home to a variety of water birds 
and mammals. 
Another site nominated is the Deccan Sultanates which 
had 5 major kingdoms. In the Deccan Plateau, they 
ruled between Vindhya Range and Krishna river. Their 
architecture was influenced by the Mughals and was Indo-
Islamic. The 4 major places that are addressed as Deccan 
Sultanate Monuments and Forts are:-
Bidar Fort
Bijapur Monuments - has the second largest dome in 
the world that was constructed before the 
modern age.
Golconda Fort - is famous for water 
management. 
Gulbarga fort- Initial capital of the 
Bahamani Sultanate.

APEDA Signs MoUs with various 
organisations for Implementation of 

Agri Export Policy      04 Mar' 20

Agr i cu l tu ra l 
and Processed 
F o o d 

Export Development 
Authority (APEDA) 
has been focusing 
on collaborative 
approach to bring 
synergy with number 
of organisations and institutions. APEDA has inherent 
professional and specialised expertise in different areas for 
capacity building of various stakeholders. APEDA provides 
solutions for addressing some of the identified interventions for 
the development of Agriculture and its export enhancement in 
consonance with the objectives set under Agri Export Policy 
(AEP) of Government of India. 
APEDA has relentlessly been engaged with State Govts. 
for the implementation of AEP. The states of Maharashtra, 
U.P., Kerala, Nagaland, Tamil Nadu, Assam, Punjab, 
Karnataka, Gujarat and Rajasthan have finalized the State 
specific Action Plan while the action plans of other states 
are at different stages of finalization.  26 States & 2 UTs 
have nominated Nodal agencies. State level Monitoring 
Committees under the Chairmanship of State Chief 
Secretary have been formed in 18 States. Thirteen Cluster 
level committees have been formed in the cluster district(s) 

of Potato in Punjab, U.P. (two separate districts), Isabgol in 
Rajasthan, Orange, Pomegranate, Grapes in Maharashtra, 
Banana in Tamil Nadu, Mango in U.P., Dairy products in 
Gujarat, U.P., Rose onion in Karnataka and Fresh vegetables 
in UP. Some of the important interventions identified in 
consultation with local govt official and other stakeholders 
are required to be addressed for the development of these 
clusters.
It is in this perspective, APEDA has signed MoUs with 
specialised institutions like Indian Institute of Technology 
Delhi (IITD), Quality Council of India (QCI) Delhi, ICFA, 
SGT University and Pearl Academy on 4th 
March, 2020 at its office in New Delhi to 
utilise their expertise by mutually working 
together to synergize the activities in the 
interest of agriculture and allied sectors for 
bringing better value to the stakeholders.

India-European Union Flagship 
Call announced on Integrated Local 

Energy Systems      05 Mar' 20

India-European 
Union Flagship 
Call on 

Integrated Local 
Energy Systems was 
announced at India 
Smart Utility Week 
2020 in the presence 
of Prof Ashutosh 
Sharma, Secretary, Department of Science & Technology 
(DST) and European Union Ambassador to India Mr Ugo 
Astuto.  This partnership between Indian and European 
Union will help in Clean Energy and Climate and this 
partnership will foresee strengthened cooperation in energy 
research and innovation, mainly in renewable energy and 
its integration in the energy system. 
The collaboration can make energy supply cleaner, more 
efficient and affordable to all.  This Indo-EU flagship call 
is fully in line with both the European Union’s and India’s 
involvement in Mission Innovation (MI), a global initiative 
of 24 countries and the European Commission (on behalf 
of the European Union), committed to reinvigorate and 
accelerate global clean energy innovation with the objective 
to make clean energy widely affordable.  This Indo-EU 
Flagship call will give novel solutions encompassing local 
integration across various energy vectors and increase the 
share of renewables in the energy mix and high energy 
efficiency. Meanwhile, Sweden and India have announced 
the India-Sweden Collaborative Industrial Research & 
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Ahmer Khan, Indian freelance reporter, was named the winner of the 2019 Agence France-

Presse Kate Webb Prize.

Development Programme at India Smart 
Utilities Week. The joint Programme, co-
funded by Indian Department of Science 
& Technology (DST) and Swedish Energy 
Agency, will bring together world class 
expertise of Sweden and India to address 
challenges in the area of Smart Grids.

India joins Indian Ocean Commission 
as 5th observer      06 Mar' 20

India has joined as the 5th observer of the Indian Ocean 
Commission — the inter-governmental organisation 
that coordinates maritime governance in the south-

western Indian Ocean.  This move has strategic importance 
as the Commission is an important regional institution 
in the Western Indian Ocean. It boosts cooperation with 
France that has strong presence in the Western Indian Ocean 
and lends depth to India's SAGAR policy of PM Narendra 
Modi 2015. The move also strengthens western flank of the 
Indo-Pacific and is a stepping stone to security cooperation 
with East Africa. The Western Indian Ocean (WIO) is a 
strategic part of the Indian Ocean linking the South-eastern 
coast of Africa to the wider Indian Ocean and beyond. It is 
home to one of the key chokepoints in the Indian Ocean- 
the Mozambique Channel. While Comoros sits at the 
northern mouth of the Mozambique Channel, Madagascar 
borders the channel to its west. While the channel lost its 
significance post the opening of the Suez Canal, the recent 
hostilities near the Strait of Hormuz brought the channel 
back into focus as the original route for bigger commercial 
vessels (especially for oil tankers).  
The Indian Ocean Commission is an intergovernmental 
organization that links African Indian Ocean nations: 
Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion (an overseas 
region of France), and Seychelles. There are also five 
observers: China, India, Malta, the European Union 
and the Organisation internationale de la 
Francophonie. The commission was created 
in 1982 in Port-Louis, Mauritius, and 
institutionalised in 1984. The secretariat is 
based in Mauritius. The current secretary-
general is Hamada Madi.

Centre forms committee for 
implementation of Kisan Rail scheme      

11 Mar' 20

The Union Government has formed a committee for 
the implementation of Kisan Rail. The committee 
comprising representatives from the Railway and 

Agriculture Ministries will work out the modalities of 

the scheme. The 
committee will 
also look into the 
creation of a cold 
supply chain for the 
perishable goods by 
initiating express and 
freight trains with 
refrigerated coaches. 
Besides this, the Minister said that the Indian Railways is 
planning to install solar panels on un-utilized railway land 
to meet its energy requirements for both traction and non-
traction purposes.
The Kisan Rail scheme was proposed by Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman during her presentation of 
the Union Budget 2020-21. Under the scheme, the centre 
envisages setting up of a national cold supply chain to 
transport highly perishable goods including milk, fish and 
meat. The scheme has been proposed to be set up through 
a public-private-partnership (PPP) arrangement. The Kisan 
Rail will include refrigerated coaches in Express and 
Freight trains.
Currently, nine refrigerated vans with a carrying capacity 
of 17 tonnes each are already in operation. The vans are 
used for the transportation of highly-perishable goods. 
They were procured through the Rail Coach Factory at 
Kapurthala.
Besides this, temperature-controlled perishable cargo 
centres have been set up in different cities including 
Ghazipur Ghat in Uttar Pradesh, New Azadpur, in Adarsh 
Nagar, Delhi and Raja ka Talab in Uttar 
Pradesh as a pilot project under Container 
Corporation of India’s Kisan Vision Project. 
Another is under construction at Lasalgaon 
in Nasik, Maharashtra.

India appears on SIPRI arms exporters 
list for first time      12 Mar' 20

India has joined the list of global arms exporters for the 
first time. India has started at number 23 in terms of 
arms exporter, but the government's move to boost arms 

sales abroad is likely to improve India's ranking in terms of 
arms exports in the coming years. SIPRI report informed 
that the French arms industry got the major benefits from 
India, Egypt, and Qatar due to the demand of French arms. 
The report said that French arms exports reached their 
highest level in five years. India's imports of arms have 
fallen drastically by 32 percent since 2015. However, India 
remains the second-largest importer of arms after Saudi 
Arabia. 
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As per the SIPRI Arms Transfer Database, India has 
delivered 103 ships to the other countries as compared to 
the 37 in 2018. SIPRI’s export list said that India has export 
12 missiles in 2019. India has ordered to purchase Apache 
and Chinook helicopters from the USA but the import of 
S-400 Anti-Air System and T-90 tanks from Russia are 
big deals. However, it has not included the recent USD 3 
billion deal with the US for the Apache and MH60 'Romeo' 
helicopters. 
India's biggest arms customers are Myanmar (46 percent), 
Sri Lanka (25 percent) and Mauritius (14 percent). India 
currently accounts for just 0.2 percent of the world's arms 
exports. But India aims to increase its defense exports to 
USD 5 billion within five years. SIPRI data 
also shows that Pakistan is not completely 
dependent on China for its weapons 
systems. Since 2015, Pakistan imports 73 
percent of its weapons from China.

NCRB launches Crime Multi Agency 
Centre      12 Mar' 20

Na t i o n a l 
C r i m e 
R e c o r d s 

Bureau (NCRB) 
celebrated its 
35thInception Day, 
on March 12, 2020. 
Union Minister 
of State for Home 
Nityanand Rai graced the occasion as the Chief Guest and 
V.S.K. Kumudhi, DG, BPR&D, was the Guest of Honour 
on this occasion. DGs and Senior officers from various 
central and state police organizations as well as former 
DGs of NCRB attended the function.
On this occasion, the Minister launched Crime Multi Agency 
Centre (Cri-MAC) for sharing of information on heinous 
crime and other issues related to inter-state coordination. 
He also launched National Cybercrime Training Centre 
(NCTC) for professional quality eLearning services on 
cyber crime investigation on large scale to police officers, 
judges, prosecutors and other stakeholders.
Addressing the gathering, Minister of State lauded the 
role of NCRB networking 15993 Police Stations and 8208 
higher Police offices across the country under CCTNS 
project. He said that the huge database of CCTNS will 
help investigators in solving crime cases faster. He added 
that fingerprints were being used in the country from 
very early times and mentioned that National Fingerprint 
Identification System(NAFIS) being setup by NCRB will be 

a game changer for police. He emphasized 
the importance of capacity building in 
cyber-crime investigation and mentioned 
the Government’s resolve in tackling the 
menace of increasing cyber-crime.  

Parliament appproves vivad se 
viswas Bill      14 Mar' 20

The Parliament 
has approved 
the Direct Tax 

Vivad se Vishwas 
Bill, 2020. The Bill 
intends to provide a 
one-time opportunity 
to end disputes 
related to personal 
income tax and corporate tax.
It will now have to be approved by the President before 
it becomes an Act. The Vivad se Vishwas scheme intends 
to provide an opportunity to taxpayers to settle disputes 
by paying due taxes with complete waiver of interest and 
penalty till March 31, and with some additional payment 
till June 30.
As on the November 30, 2019, the disputed direct tax 
arrears amount to `9.32 lakh crore. Considering that the 
actual direct tax collection in FY2018-19 was `11.37 lakh 
crore, the disputed tax arrears constitute nearly one-year 
direct tax collection.
Sitaraman said cases above `5 crore have been 
excluded—large evasion-related and fraud cases —
cannot take advantage of this scheme. There are two 
kinds of appeals — one, filed by taxpayers and, two, by 
the I-T department (or when the department has lost a 
case). For the first kind of appeal, if the payment is made 
by March 31, the declarant has to pay the full amount 
of the disputed tax (and 125 per cent of the disputed 
tax in cases where there has been a search by the I-T 
department). There will be no interest or penalty. If the 
dispute relates only to penalty, interest or fee, then only 
25 per cent of it is to be paid.
However, under the second category of appeal, the amount 
will be halved if the payment is made by March 31. Here, 
the declarants have to pay 50 per cent of the disputed tax 
(62.5 per cent in cases where there has 
been a search by the I-T department). The 
penalty and interest will be waived. If the 
matter involves only the interest, penalty or 
fee, the declarant has to pay only 12.5 per 
cent of the disputed amount. 

Veteran Indian left-arm spinner Pragyan Ojha announced retirement from international and 
first-class cricket with immediate effect.
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Defence Acquisition Council approves 
procurement of 83 Tejas for IAF 

18 Mar' 20

De f e n c e 
Acquisition 
C o u n c i l 

(DAC) has given 
its approval for 
procurement of 83 
indigenous Tejas 
fighter aircraft for 
Indian Air Force.  
The Light Combat Aircraft Tejas indigenously-designed by 
Aircraft Development Agency (ADA) under the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and 
manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is 
going to be the backbone of Indian Air Force in future.  
While orders of 40 Tejas aircraft had been placed with 
HAL in initial configurations, DAC paved the way for 
procurement of another 83 of the more advanced version 
of the aircraft from HAL. This procurement will be a 
major boost to Make in India as the aircraft is indigenously 
designed. The Defence Acquisition Council also accorded 
approval for acquisition of indigenous Defence equipment 
for about 1,300 crore rupees.
HAL Tejas is an Indian single-engine, delta wing, multirole 
light fighter designed by the Aeronautical Development 
Agency and Hindustan Aeronautics Limited for the Indian 
Air Force and Indian Navy. It came from the Light Combat 
Aircraft programme, which began in the 1980s to replace 
India's ageing MiG-21 fighters.
The Defence Acquisition Council is the highest decision-
making body in the Defence Ministry for deciding on 
new policies and capital acquisitions for the three services 
(Army, Navy and Air Force) and the Indian Coast Guard. 
The Minister of Defence is the Chairman 
of the Council. It was formed, after the 
Group of Ministers recommendations on 
'Reforming the National Security System', 
in 2001, post Kargil War (1999).

India and Israel sign Rs 880 crore 
Defence Deal      19 Mar' 20

The defence 
m i n i s t r y 
has signed 

a contract for 
procuring more 
than 16,000 light 
machine guns from 
an Israeli firm for 
frontline troops. 
The ministry has said that it has signed a Rs 880 crore 
contract for the light machine guns with Israel Weapons 
Industries. The Acquisition Wing of Ministry of Defence 
has signed the capital acquisition contract with Israel 
Weapons Industries for procurement of 16,479 LMGs 
at a cost of Rs 880 crore with the approval of Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh. 
The contracted Negev 7.62X51 mm LMG is a combat 
proven weapon and currently used by several countries 
around the globe. The LMG, will enhance the lethality 
and range of a soldier in comparison with presently 
used weapon, the INSAS LMG that has a calibre of 
5.56x45mm. 
These guns are being procured under the Fast Track 
Procedure (FTP). The FTP is to ensure expeditious 
procurement for urgent operational requirements of the 
regular and special forces. It is applied for cases where 
there has been an unforeseen delay, which is adversely 
affecting the capacity of the forces.  
The Defence Acquisition Council had cleared the 
procurement of these LMGs for the army, air force and navy 
in February 2018. An army led team had visited Bulgaria 
to meet representatives of Arsenal, a gun and ammunition 
manufacturer of that country, besides Israel Weapons 
Industries in Israel and S&T Motiv in South 
Korea for procuring the LMGs in May last 
year. These manufacturers had responded 
with their bids to the army’s request for 
procuring the LMGs.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh laid the foundation stone for construction of the Army 
headquarter's new building in Delhi Cantonment.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

J-K Signs Over Rs 2,100 
Crore MOUs During 
Investment Summit 

Roadshow In Mumbai.

MP becomes first state 
to launch unified vehicle 

registration card.

Gairsain becomes the 
summer capital of  

Uttarakhand.

Nyas chief Nritya Gopal Das named 
chairman of Ram Janmabhoomi Trust      

20 Feb' 20

Fo r m e r 
p r i n c i p a l 
s e c r e t a r y 

to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
Nripendra Misra has 
been chosen as the 
chairman of the Ram 
Temple Complex 
Development Committee. Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas chief 
Nritya Gopal Das has been named the chairman of the Sri 
Ram Janambhoomi Teerath Kshetra Trust.  These decisions 
were announced by Vishva Hindu Parishad’s vice-president 
Champat Rai, who was appointed the general secretary of 
the Trust. However, the central government did not wish to 
appoint them directly fearing a legal challenge as both Das 
and Rai are accused in the ongoing trial of Babri Masjid 
demolition case.  Das and Rai were invited as ‘special 
invitees’ to the Trust’s meeting. 
The surprise appointment was that of the 74-year-old 
Nripendra Misra, who had stepped down as PM’s principal 
secretary last August after serving for over five years. As the 
chairman of the committee, Misra will have an active role in 
the development of the Ram Temple in Ayodhya. Misra was the 
personal secretary to the then UP chief minister Kalyan Singh 
in 1992 but was transferred as the Greater Noida chairman 
about two months before the Babri Masjid demolition.  
Swami Govind Giri Ji Maharaj was chosen as the treasurer 
of the Trust and he along with Champat 
Rai and trustee Anil Mishra were given the 
power to co-sign all documents regarding 
the Trust’s bank account, which will be 
opened in State Bank of India, Ayodhya.

J-K Signs Over Rs 2,100 Crore MOUs 
During Investment Summit Roadshow 

In Mumbai      22 Feb' 20

The newly 
formed union 
territory of 

Jammu and Kashmir 
inked Memorandums 
of Understanding 
(MoUs) worth over 
Rs 2,100 crore 
during its investment 
summit roadshow in Mumbai. Led by Lieutenant 
Governor Girish Chandra Murmu, the officials pitched 
about the business possibilities in Kashmir valley to India 
Inc. The show was led by Jammu and Kashmir Principal 
Secretary Planning, Development and Monitoring Rohit 
Kansal.
According to Kansal, union territory has signed around 
Rs 2,000 crore worth of non-binding MoUs in Kolkata, 
Rs 850 crore in Bengaluru and over Rs 2,100 crore in 
Mumbai.
J&K has identified 14 sectors, including horticulture, 
food processing, manufacturing, infrastructure, media and 
entertainment, film and tourism, to attract investments.
After the Government of India repealed the special status 
accorded to Jammu and Kashmir under Article 370 of 
the Indian constitution in 2019, the Parliament of India 
passed the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 
which contained provisions that dissolved the state and 
reorganised it into two union territories – Jammu and 
Kashmir in the west and Ladakh in the east, 
with effect from 31 October 2019. At the 
time of its dissolution, Jammu and Kashmir 
was the only state in India with a Muslim-
majority population.

Hrithik Roshan won the Best Actor award for his performance in 'Super 30' at the 
Dadasaheb Phalke International Film Festival Awards.
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the country’s biggest multi-level parking is Rs 580 crores. 
Another underground parking space for 276 cars and 42 
two-wheelers at Sector 5, which costs around 32 crores and 
many other facilities for metro commuters including 3 foot 
over bridges and four pink toilets at different metro stations 
were also inaugurated by Chief Minister. 
On this occasion, foundations were laid by 
Mr Yogi for two underpasses on the Noida-
Greater Noida Expressway and for a project 
on installation of around 22 thousand LED 
lights.

Gairsain becomes the summer capital 
of Uttarakhand      05 Mar' 20

The Chief Minister of Uttarakhand Trivendra Singh 
Rawat made a major announcement during the 
Uttarakhand budget session. The CM declared 

Gairsain as the summer capital of Uttarakhand during the 
budget session. CM said that Dehradun doesn’t serve the 
status of Uttarakhand’s permanent capital now Gairsain 
will serve the purpose and issue of permanent state capital 
will be solved.
In 2017, BJP had promised in its manifesto to declare 
Garsain as the summer capital of Uttarakhand. The people 
of the state gave a bumper 57 seats to the BJP in the 
assembly elections. No other political party was able to get 
so many seats in the history of Uttarakhand’s politics.
The name Gairsain is derived from local language Gair 
(at some depth) and Sain (rolling plains). In 1960, Veer 
Chandra Singh Garhwali proposed Gairsain as the capital 
state of Uttarakhand. The district of Garhwal came into 
existence after being separated from the 
Kumaon District. In 1992, Uttarakhand 
Kranti Dal declared Gairsain as the capital 
of Uttarakhand. The state government 
has given a status of Nagar Panchayat to 
Gairsain in 2015-16.

Assam announces free rice to 57 lakh 
families in its budget      07 Mar' 20

The state Finance 
M i n i s t e r 
Himanta Biswa 

Sarma presented the 
Rs 1249.50 crore 
deficit budget for the 
Fiscal Year 2020-21 in 
the Assam Legislative 
Assembly on 07 
March.  This is the last full budget of the present government 

MP becomes first state to launch 
unified vehicle registration card 

25 Feb' 20

Madhya Pradesh has become the first state in the 
country to launch the unified vehicle registration 
card. MP is only the second state to launch a 

unified driving license, after Uttar Pradesh. Madhya Pradesh 
Transport Department Commissioner V Madhu Kumar 
told that the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways 
(MoRTH) had issued the guidelines to bring uniformity in 
driving licenses and vehicle registration cards across the 
country in March last year. These cards are being issued in 
compliance with these guidelines.  
MP is the first state in the country which started issuing 
both the smart cards together. Unlike the previous layout, 
the new cards will have more exhaustive information 
printed on both the sides of the cards. It will also bear a 
unique number recognised across the country.  
Kumar said the unified smart cards for driving license and 
vehicle registration will each have a QR code that will 
help in verifying authenticity of the data printed on the 
cards.  These cards will be a standard across the country. 
Various information, including the name, address, blood-
group, date of birth, the photograph of the holder as well 
as issuing authority, validity and other 
details would also be stored in a chip. The 
unified driving license card will also have 
information about the ability of the driver 
to drive in hilly and dangerous areas, and 
an emergency contact number.

UP CM Yogi Adityanath launches 
projects worth Rs 2821 cr      03 Mar' 20

Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adityanath has 
said that his government is developing Gautam 
Buddh Nagar City NOIDA as a smart city and 

ideal model of development and opportunities. Launching 
the projects worth rupees 2821 crores including Country’s 
biggest multi-level parking in the city Chief Minister said 
that upcoming Jewar airport will shape the future of youths 
who are studying here in various educational institutes 
and government is also strengthening the law and order 
in the city for which the police commissioner system was 
implemented recently.  
Chief Minister inaugurated a total of 13 projects worth Rs 
1,452 crore, while laid foundation stones for 10 projects 
worth Rs 1,369 crore.  In a step which could end parking 
problems in Noida, A multi-level parking for 7500 cars will 
now be open for the commuters at sector 38A. Total cost of 

The Department of Telecom (DoT) approved the merger of the country's largest mobile 
tower company Indus Towers with Bharti Infratel.



30

NEWS BITES STATE

MICA  MAY 2020
Competition Commission of India has given approval for GMR group's proposed 49 per cent 

stake sale in its airport business to France's Groupe ADP.

with assembly elections due next year. The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP)-led government in Assam announced 18 flagship 
programmes.
Some of the key points from his budget speech:  
As part of our Affordable Nutrition and Nourishment 
Assistance (ANNA) Yojana to ensure nutritional guarantee 
for all, we will provide free rice to all beneficiaries under 
the National Food Security Act. It will benefit 57 lakh 
families and cost the exchequer Rs 498 crore annually. 
This scheme is in continuation with last year’s ANNA 
Yojana for tea garden workers, which had benefitted 4 
lakh families so far.  
Under the scheme Jyotisman Asom, the state 
government has proposed to provide free electricity to 
all households whose monthly electricity consumption 
is up to 30 units, which is considered sufficient to 
support basic electricity consumption needs of a 
household, like light bulbs etc.  
Under Arundhati Scheme, The financial assistance under 
‘Arundhati’ will be enhanced to Rs. 40,000. A sum of 
Rs.150 Crore has been allocated for this scheme in Budget 
2020-21.  The minister further added, we are going to 
bring in a legislation to make the teaching of Assamese 
as a compulsory subject in all English and other medium 
schools up to Class X. Education Department will bring 
the necessary bill during the current budget session to this 
effect.
Under Divyang Scheme all Divyang 
employees of the State Government will be 
given a Puja Bonus of Rs 2,000 in addition 
to their monthly salary.

Gujarat at the top in the installations 
of solar rooftop plants      11 Mar' 20

Gujarat has 
topped the 
list in the 

installations of solar 
rooftop plants across 
the country. About 
50,915 systems were 
fixed on domestic 
rooftops in the State 
as on March 2, 2020. Maharashtra follows with 5,513 
installations. Of 79,950 systems installed across the country, 
Gujarat has topped with 64 per cent or two-thirds of total 
domestic solar rooftop installations. The total capacity of 
the 50,915 systems installed on domestic rooftops in the 
State is 177.67 MW. The total systems installed across the 
country have a combined capacity of 322 MW. 

The State government has adopted a solar rooftop 
scheme — Surya Gujarat — to cover about eight lakh 
domestic electricity consumers under the scheme by 
2022. The Government had also relaxed subsidy criteria 
for domestic users with up to 40 per cent subsidy on the 
cost of projects up to 3 kWh capacity, while 20 per cent 
subsidy assistance is being provided for project with 
capacity between 3 and 10 kWh. The State government 
has also allotted `912 crore for the scheme. As per the 
scheme, the electricity generated through the domestic 
rooftops is being consumed by the households, while the 
excess units are purchased by the State 
discoms at the rate of `2.25 per unit. The 
State government said more than 1.18 lakh 
applications were received on the online 
portal for the domestic solar rooftop 
installations.

Leh will host International Yoga Day 
event this year      12 Mar' 20

The 6th International day of Yoga (IDY) will be 
celebrated on 21st June 2020 and a National 
event will be held at Leh, Ladakh. Shripad Yesso 

Naik, Minister of Ayush announced that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will participate in the event. The 
Programmes on IDY will be organized by industry bodies, 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), Federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) 
and educational bodies Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE), National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT), University Grants 
Commission (UGC).
The International Day of Yoga has been celebrated 
annually on 21 June since 2015, following its inception 
in the United Nations General Assembly in 2014. 
Yoga is a physical, mental and spiritual practice 
which originated in India. The Indian Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi, in his UN address suggested the date 
of 21 June, as it is the longest day of the year in the 
Northern Hemisphere and shares a special significance 
in many parts of the world.
Ayush I.T. awards for 2019 were also announced by the 
Ayush Minister on 11th March 2020. This award is given for 
the Excellence in Information Technology (IT) in AYUSH 
Sector. The awardees are chosen for their innovative 
and effective performance in the Field of 
Information Technology. The awards will 
be given in two categories, Gold Award 
with a cash price of Rs. 1 lakh and Silver 
Award with a cash price of Rs.50,000.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Sudan appoints first 
vice president and prime 

minister.

China takes over 
Presidency of  UN Security 

Council.

Jack Ma becomes Asia's 
richest person, Mukesh 

Ambani loses crown.

Ashraf Ghani secures second term as 
Afghanistan's president      20 Feb' 20

Ashraf Ghani 
has secured 
a second 

term as president 
of Afghanistan, 
according to final 
results of the 
September 28, 2019 
poll. The results had 
been delayed for nearly five months after allegations of 
vote-rigging from Ghani's main rival, Afghanistan's Chief 
Executive Abdullah Abdullah, forced a recount.  The delay 
left Afghanistan facing a political crisis just as the US seeks 
a deal with the Taliban which would allow it to withdraw 
troops in return for various security guarantees and a 
promise that the militants would hold peace talks with the 
Afghan government. 
Current vice-president Abdul Rashid Dostum, a 
powerful Uzbek former warlord and Abdullah's ally, 
has also threatened to form a parallel government if 
fraudulent election results are announced.  Abdullah 
lost to Ghani in 2014 in a divisive election that saw the 
US intervene to broker an awkward power-sharing deal 
between the two rivals.  Nearly one million of the initial 
2.7 million votes were purged owing to irregularities, 
meaning the election saw by far the lowest turnout of 
any Afghan poll.  Ultimately, only 1.8 million votes 
were counted -- a tiny number given Afghanistan's 
estimated population of 35 million and 9.6 million 
registered voters.
Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai (born 19 May 1949) who is serving 
as the President of Afghanistan, elected on 21 September 
2014 and re-elected again in 2020. An anthropologist by 
education, he previously served as Minister of Finance 

and the Chancellor of Kabul University. 
As the Finance Minister of Afghanistan 
between July 2002 and December 2004, 
he led Afghanistan's attempted economic 
recovery after the collapse of the Taliban 
government.

Sudan appoints first vice president, 
prime minister      23 Feb' 20

Su d a n e s e 
president has 
a p p o i n t e d 

Minister of Defense 
Awad Ibn Oaf as 
first vice president 
of the country. 
Former Governor 
of Al-Gazeera state 
Mohamed Tahir Aila has also been appointed as new prime 
minister of the country.
Bashir declared a one-year nationwide state of emergency 
and set up a caretaker government. He replaced all state 
governors with senior army officials. Addressing the 
nation, al-Bashir called on the Sudanese parliament to 
delay constitutional amendments that would allow him 
to run for another term in the presidential election in 
2020.
Sudan has been rocked by popular protests for the last two 
months, with demonstrators decrying al-Bashir’s failure to 
remedy the country’s longstanding economic woes.
Sudanese officials say around 31 people have been 
killed since the protests began in December, although 
the opposition puts the number at closer to 50. A nation 
of 40 million people, Sudan has struggled to recover 
from the loss of three quarters of its oil output -- its main 
source of foreign currency -- when South Sudan seceded 
in 2011.

Three-time Lok Sabha member and noted educationist Krishna Bose, passed away. She was 89.
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China takes over Presidency of UN 
Security Council      04 Mar' 20

China has 
assumed the 
P res idency 

of the United Nations 
Security Council for 
March 2020. 
While taking on the 
role, China vowed 
to advance solidarity 
and cooperation among the members. China’s permanent 
representative to the UN, Zhang Jun said in a press 
note that his country attaches great importance to the 
work during its presidency and will act responsibly and 
constructively.
The presidency of the UN Security Council is rotated 
among its members every month according to the 
English alphabetical order. 
Vietnam held the Presidency in January 2020, followed 
by Belgium in February 2020. After China, the 
Presidency of the UNSC will go to Dominican Republic 
in April 2020. 
The UN Security Council is one of the United Nations’ 
six main organs. It was formed in 1945 and held its first 
session on January 17, 1946.
The Security Council comprises fifteen members- five 
members and 10 non-permanent members elected for a 
period of two years.  
The five permanent members of the UNSC include the 
winning side of World War II- the United States, the United 
Kingdom, Russia (formerly a part of Soviet Union), France 
and China. These permanent members of the council have 
a veto power, through which they can veto any substantive 
resolution, including those involving admission of new 
member states or nominees for the post of UN Secretary-
General.  
The 10 non-permanent members of the council are elected 
on a regional basis for a period of two years.
India has been calling for reforms in the UN Security 
Council. India is a member of the G4 group, which also 
comprises Germany, Japan and Brazil. All the four nations 
are seeking a permanent seat on the council.  
The G4 group has pushed forward 
a proposal, according to which, the 
membership of the UNSC should be 
expanded to 25 members from current 15 
members.

Sudan is Africa's third-largest country and also the third-
largest in the Arab world. Before South Sudan's secession 
from Sudan on 9 July 2011, the united Sudan was the largest 
country in Africa and the Arab world by 
area. Sudan's predominant religion is Islam, 
and its official languages are Arabic and 
English. The capital is Khartoum, located at 
the confluence of the Blue and White Nile. 

Muhyiddin Yassin sworn in as 
Malaysia’s new Prime Minister 

01 Mar' 20

Muhy idd in 
Y a s s i n , 
a former 

deputy Prime 
Minister of Malaysia, 
has been appointed 
as the country’s new 
Prime Minister by 
Malaysia’s King 
Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah. This follows a week 
of political stalemate in Malaysia after Mahathir Mohamad 
resigned earlier this week as Malaysia’s Prime Minister.
Muhyiddin Yassin has officially been sworn in at Istana 
Negara as Malaysia’s prime minister. After taking his oath, 
Mr Muhyiddin signed the instruments of appointment, 
witnessed by Chief Justice Tengku Maimun Tuan Mat 
and Chief Secretary to the Government Mohd Zuki Ali. 
A statement issued by the palace said the king, after 
meeting all members of parliament (MPs), has found that 
the parliamentarian who likely commands the majority is 
Muhyiddin, the Pagoh MP.
Malaysia is a country in Southeast Asia with federal 
constitutional monarchy system having 13 states and 
three federal territories, separated by the South China Sea 
into two regions, Peninsular Malaysia and Borneo's East 
Malaysia. The head of state is an elected monarch, known 
as Yang di-Pertuan Agong, chosen from the hereditary 
rulers of the nine Malay states every five years. The head 
of government is the Prime Minister.
Malaysia has a newly industrialised market economy, 
ranked third-largest in Southeast Asia and 33rd largest in the 
world. It is a founding member of ASEAN (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations), EAS (East Asia 
Summit), OIC (Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation) and a member of APEC 
(Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation), 
the Commonwealth and the Non-Aligned 
Movement.

Australian spinner Ashton Agar has become the first-ever left-arm bowler to take a T20I 
hat-trick.
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Russia will host the new format of the International Boxing Association Team World Cup 

later this year.

US approves sale of 180 Javelin anti-
tank missiles to Poland      05 Mar' 20

The US 
Depar tment 
of State 

has approved the 
sale of 180 Javelin 
shoulder-fired anti-
tank missiles and 
related equipment in 
a deal valued at $100 
million. 
The government of Poland has requested to buy one 
hundred eighty (180) Javelin missiles and seventy-nine 
(79) Javelin Command Launch Units (CLUs). The total 
estimated program cost is $100 million.
The sale package will also cover tool kits and modified 
two-level maintenance parts, training, US Government and 
contractor technical assistance, as well as logistics support. 
Javelin is expected to improve and strengthen the country’s 
long-term defence capacity. It will also help Poland fulfil 
its national defence needs to better defend its sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.  
Raytheon and Lockheed Martin’s partnership Javelin Joint 
Venture (JJV) will serve as the prime contractor for the 
programme.
Javelin is the first-ever man-portable anti-tank guided 
munition. The fire-and-forget, medium-range system 
can be operated and launched by a single person in all 
environments.  
The system is currently in service with the US Army and 
the US Marine Corps, as well as defence 
units of Georgia, Ukraine and Estonia along 
with other international clients.  In October 
last year, the US Government approved a 
potential sale of 150 Javelin missiles and 
related equipment to Ukraine.

Ex-Nazi living in US for decades to be 
deported      06 Mar' 20

The US government has said that it is deporting a 
94-year-old German ex-Nazi who has been in the 
United States for decades. An immigration judge 

ordered Friedrich Karl Berger's deportation on February 28 
after a two-day trial in Memphis. Berger, who's been living 
in Tennessee, has 30 days to appeal the ruling.
The government says Berger was an armed guard at a 
concentration camp near Meppen, Germany, in 1945. 

The immigration 
judge found that the 
prisoners Berger 
guarded were held in 
atrocious conditions 
and were exploited 
for forced labor. 
Berger also was 
accused of guarding 
prisoners during a forced evacuation to a main camp that 
took two weeks and left 70 prisoners dead as they traveled 
in inhumane conditions, according to two government 
news releases.
Berger acknowledged that he never requested a transfer 
from the concentration camp guard service and that he still 
gets a pension from Germany. He has been living in the 
U.S. since 1959. 
The U.S. Department of Justice's Human Rights and 
Special Prosecutions unit launched an investigation 
into Berger in 2017. The Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement's Human Rights Violators and War Crimes 
Center also investigated. 
In August 2018, American authorities 
deported a 95-year-old former Nazi 
concentration camp guard who had lived 
quietly in New York City for decades. The 
man died in Germany about five months 
later.

Taylor Swift tops Google’s 2020 list of 
most-searched women in music 

10 Mar' 20

Singer Taylor Swift has been named as Google’s 
most-searched for woman in music of 2020.  The 
search engine honoured International Women’s Day 

on, March 08 by sharing their data surrounding the most 
looked-up women on the Internet. Taylor Alison Swift (born 
December 13, 1989) is an American singer-songwriter. She 
is known for narrative songs about her personal life. At age 
14, Swift became the youngest artist signed by the Sony/
ATV Music publishing house and, at age 15, she signed her 
first record deal.
In 2019, Swift placed at number eight on Billboard's list of 
greatest artists of all time—the highest for an act that debuted 
in the 21st century—and was named the Woman of the Decade 
by the magazine and the Artist of the Decade by the American 
Music Awards. According to Google, Swift topped the list of 
searches among women in music, while tennis player Serena 
Williams was the most-searched for female athlete. Actress 
Awkwafina was the most searched-for woman in comedy, 
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their response to the novel coronavirus if they are to stand a 
chance of stemming its spread. In a statement, UN Secretary 
General said, the declaration of coronavirus outbreak as a 
pandemic is a call to action - for everyone, everywhere. He 
called on every government to step up and 
scale up their efforts now. Guterres said, if 
countries detect, test, treat, isolate, trace 
and mobilize their people in the response, 
we can go a long way in mitigating 
transmission.

Bangladesh celebrates 100th birth 
anniversary of Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman      17 Mar' 20

Ba n g l a d e s h 
c e l e b r a t e d 
the birth 

centenary of its 
founder President 
Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. The day 
marks the beginning 
of the year long 
celebration of the birth centenary named 'Mujib Barsho' in 
Bangladesh and across the world. Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina marked the day by paying floral tributes to Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman at his residence in Dhanmondi area of 
Dhaka in the morning.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was born on 17th March 1920 in 
the town of Tungipara in Gopalganj district in Bengal. He 
led the movement against the oppressive Pakistani rulers 
in the then East Pakistan leading to its liberation in 1971. 
Known as Bangabandhu, he became the first President of 
the independent nation of Bangladesh. He later he served as 
the Prime Minister of Bangladesh between 1971 and 1975. 
He was assassinated in 1975.
At the 1970 election held in East Pakistan (now 
Bangladesh), Awami League party under the leadership 
of Bangabandhu won the elections. The Central 
Government under the leadership of Pakistan People’s 
Party headed by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto hesitated to provide 
greater autonomy and other demands of Bangabandhu. 
This was the base for the 1971 war where India joined 
hands with Bangladesh. Bangabandhu wrote two volumes 
of his autobiography. The books were published after 
his death by his daughter, now the Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has paid 
tributes to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman on his birth anniversary.

and novelist Toni Morrison was the most-searched for 
female author.  Meanwhile, searches for 
“songs about girl power” have reached an 
all-time high in America, while queries 
about “women’s empowerment” have 
increased by more than 330 per cent in the 
US since 2004.

Jack Ma becomes Asia's richest 
person, Mukesh Ambani loses crown      

10 Mar' 20

Mukesh Ambani, an Indian industrialist and 
chairman of Reliance Industries Limited (RIL), 
is no longer Asia's richest man. Jack Ma has 

become the richest man of Asia as RIL’s share prices crashed 
at the stock market due to the Coronavirus epidemic and 
fall of oil prices. Mukesh Ambani lost USD 5.8 billion in 
net worth due to the crash of share prices. The founder of 
Alibaba has become Asia’s richest man with a net worth of 
USD 44.5 billion. However, Mukesh Ambani is the richest 
man of India with a net worth of USD 41.8 billion.
The fall of oil prices in the global market has affected 
the net worth of Mukesh Ambani, the owner of Reliance 
Industries Limited. Mukesh Ambani's company has to face 
a big impact of the plunge in the share market. His company 
Reliance Industries has suffered the biggest 
loss of 12 years in the stock market. The 
RIL’s share prices fell nearly 13% and it 
had fallen to a seven-month low. Reliance 
Industries market cap has also crashed 
from Rs 10 lakh crore to Rs 7 lakh crore.

World Health Organization declares 
coronavirus outbreak as pandemic      

11 Mar' 20

The World Health Organization has characterised 
the outbreak of the new coronavirus as a pandemic, 
Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 

has said. The coronavirus, which emerged in China in 
December, has spread around the world, halting industry, 
bringing flights to a standstill, closing schools and forcing 
the postponement of sporting events and concerts. 
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that he is 
alarmed by the spread and severity of the outbreak, along 
with a lack of action taken to combat it. WHO chief said the 
number of cases and deaths are likely to rise in the coming 
days and weeks. He said, WHO has never before seen a 
pandemic sparked by a coronavirus. UN chief Antonio 
Guterres has urged world governments to urgently scale up 

The Pakistan government would confer honorary citizenship on former West Indian captain 
Darren Sammy for his role in bringing international cricket back to the country.
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Bharti Infratel, Indus Towers merger 
approved by govt      22 Feb' 20

The Department of Telecom (DoT) has approved the 
merger of the country's largest mobile tower company 
Indus Towers with Bharti Infratel. The combination 

of Bharti Infratel and Indus Towers will create a pan-India 
tower company with over 163,000 towers, operating across 
all 22 telecom service areas. The combined entity will be the 
largest tower company in the world outside China.
Bharti Infratel and Vodafone hold 42 per cent stake each 
in Indus. Vodafone Idea holds 11.15 per cent stake in 
the mobile tower firm. As per the plans, the combined 
company, which would fully own the respective businesses 
of Bharti Infratel and Indus Towers, would change its name 
to Indus Towers Ltd and will continue to be listed on Indian 
stock exchanges.  The timely completion of the tower deal 
is critical for the companies, as it would allow Bharti and 
Vodafone Idea in offloading stake and raising funds.
Bharti Enterprises Limited is an Indian Multi-National 
Company headquartered in New Delhi, India. It was 
founded in 1976 by Sunil Bharti Mittal 
and currently operates in 18 countries 
across Asia and Africa. Bharti Enterprises 
owns businesses spanning across 
telecommunications, agribusiness, financial 
services and manufacturing.

US surpasses China to become India's 
top trading partner      23 Feb' 20

The US has surpassed China to become India's top 
trading partner, showing greater economic ties 
between the two countries. According to the data 

of the commerce ministry, in 2018-19, the bilateral trade 
between the US and India stood at USD 87.95 billion. 
During the period, India's two-way commerce with China 
aggregated at USD 87.07 billion. Similarly, during April-

Cabinet approves Alternative 
Investment Fund Managers Directive 

(AIFMD) with UK      20 Feb' 20

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi has approved the proposal of 
Securities & Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to 

sign an updated Alternative Investment Fund Managers 
Directive (AIFMD) with UK. 
An MoU has been signed between SEBI and Financial 
Conduct Authority (FCA), UK, pursuant to UK's exit from 
the European Union on 31st January 2020.  
The UK exited the EU on 31st January 2020. FCA, UK 
had submitted to SEBI that no transitional measures would 
be available if the amended MoU is not signed before 
the date when the UK exits the European Union (Brexit), 
and requested SEBI to sign an updated MoU as early as 
possible. As such, the proposal is not expected or intended 
to have any effect on employment in India. 
In accordance with the requirement of establishing adequate 
supervisory cooperation arrangements between EU and 
non-EU authorities under the European Union Alternative 
Investment Fund Managers Directive (AIFMD), a bilateral 
MoU was signed by SEBI with securities regulators of 27 
member States of EU / European Economic Area, including 
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA), United Kingdom on 
28th July 2014. 
In the context of UK's proposed withdrawal from EU, 
FCA brought to the notice of SEBI that the existing 
MoU between SEBI and FCA relating to AIFMD, which 
is currently anchored on EU law, will no longer apply 
directly in the UK, and have therefore, 
suggested signing an updated MoU after 
amending the AIFMD MoU by suitably 
modifying it and substituting references 
to EU legislation with the relevant UK 
law. 
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Former India footballer Ashoke Chatterjee passed away. He was 78.
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Technical Textiles products are divided into 12 broad categories 
(Agrotech, Buildtech, Clothtech, Geotech, Hometech, Indutech, 
Mobiltech, Meditech, Protech, Sportstech, Oekotech, Packtech) 
depending upon their application areas.
India shares nearly 6% of world market size of 250 Billion 
USD. However, the annual average growth of the segment 
is 12%, as compared to 4% world average 
growth. Penetration level of technical 
textiles is low in India at 5-10%, against 30-
70% in advanced countries. The Mission 
aims at improving penetration level of 
technical textiles in the country.

India becomes world’s 5th largest 
economy      29 Feb' 20

India has overtaken France and the UK to become the 
world’s fifth-largest economy, as per IMF’s October 
World Economic Outlook. The IMF data from last 

year shows that when ranked by nominal GDP, India has 
jumped past both France and the UK to regain its fifth-
largest economy spot. On the other hand, India's real GDP 
is predicted to witness slow growth in the year ahead due 
to credit weakness. India had previously slipped down the 
seventh position following a major slowdown in economic 
growth. However, despite the current jump, India is battling 
with challenges concerning sustainability and infrastructure.
In 2010, India was placed 9th among the world’s largest 
economies, behind countries including Italy and Brazil. The 
United States was ranked first then, followed by China, Japan, 
Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Brazil, Italy, India and 
Russia. As per the 2017 World Bank report, India had become 
the fifth largest economy, overtaking France and the UK for 
the first time. But the 2018 data showed that the two nations 
had once again moved ahead of India to reclaim their spots, 
while India was pushed to the 7th spot.
In 2019, however, India’s fortunes changed 
and it jumped to the 5th spot, again surpassing 
the UK and France. While the UK remained at 
its 6th spot, France slipped to the 7th position.
Rank 2010 2019
1 United States United States
2 China China
3 Japan Japan
4 Germany Germany
5 France India
6 United Kingdom United Kingdom
7 Brazil France
8 Italy Italy
9 India Brazil
10 Russian Federation Canada

December 2019-20, the bilateral trade between the US and 
India stood at USD 68 billion. It stood at USD 64.96 billion 
with China in the same period. America is one of the few 
countries with which India has a trade surplus. On the other 
hand, India has a huge trade deficit with China.  In 2018-
19, India has a trade surplus of USD 16.85 billion with 
America, while it has a deficit of USD 53.56 billion with 
the neighbouring country. The data showed that China was 
India's top trading partner since 2013-14 till 2017-18. Before 
China, UAE was the country's largest trading nation.  
India is demanding cut in visa fees, exemption from high duties 
imposed by the US on certain steel and aluminium products, 
and greater market access for its products from sectors such 
as agriculture, automobile, automobile components and 
engineering.  On the other hand, the US wants greater market 
access for its farm and manufacturing products, 
dairy items, medical devices, and data 
localisation, apart from cut on import duties 
on some information and communication 
technology products. The US has also raised 
concerns over high trade deficit with India.

CCEA approves Creation of National 
Technical Textiles Mission      27 Feb' 20

The Cabinet 
C o m m i t t e e 
on Economic 

Affairs, chaired by 
the Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi, 
has given its approval 
to set up a National 
Technical Textiles 
Mission with a total outlay of Rs 1480 Crore, with a view to 
position the country as a global leader in Technical Textiles.
The Mission would have a four year implementation 
period from FY 2020-21 to 2023-24. Technical Textiles 
are futuristic and nice segment of textiles, which are used 
for various applications ranging from agriculture, roads, 
railway tracks, sportswear, health on one end to bullet proof 
jacket, fire proof jackets, high altitude combat gear and space 
applications on other end of spectrum.
The National Technical Textiles Mission will have four 
components — research, innovation and development, promotion 
and market development, export promotion and education, and 
training and skill development. The focus will be on usage of 
technical textiles in key flagship missions and programmes of the 
country, including in the strategic sectors of agriculture, defence, 
water and infrastructure. Technical textiles are textiles materials 
and products manufactured primarily for technical performance 
and functional properties rather than aesthetic characteristics. 

Rajlaxmi Singh Deo and M V Sriram were elected as the president and secretary general of 
the Rowing Federation of India for a five-year term.
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All level crossings on NH to be 
replaced by Over/under Bridges      

04 Mar' 20

Government has envisaged replacement of all the 
level crossings on National Highways by Road 
Over Bridges or Road Under Bridges under 

the Setu Bharatam scheme. The programme is being 
implemented by Road Transport and Highways Ministry 
to ensure safe and smooth flow of traffic and reduced road 
fatalities by 50 percent by 2020.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Setu 
Bharatam scheme on 4th March in 2016 for building rail 
over-bridges or underpasses for safe and seamless travel 
on National Highways. The Prime Minister had said that 
a good infrastructure network is vital for the growth and 
development of a nation. He also stressed on the necessity 
to bring in a comprehensive, integrated approach in 
developing infrastructure in the country.
Setu Bharatam programme was launched to make all 
National Highways free of railway level crossings in order 
to prevent the frequent accidents and loss of lives at level 
crossings. 208 places were identified for construction of rail 
over-bridges or underpasses under the project at a cost of 
nearly 10,200 crore rupees. Around 1,500 bridges that are 
over 50 to 60 years old are being rebuilt. Ministry of Road 
Transport Highways and Ministry of Railways have signed 
an MoU to replace all level crossings by Road Over Bridges 
or Road Under Bridges. Unmanned railway 
crossings are one of the chief causes of 
rail accidents in India, with such accidents 
being more frequent in rural areas. With the 
elimination of all such crossings targeted 
for this year, such mishaps can be avoided.

Fitch Solutions cuts India's economic 
growth forecast to 4.9% for FY20      

05 Mar' 20

Fitch Solutions on 02 March 2020 cut its forecast for 
India's economic growth to 4.9 per cent in the current 
fiscal that ends March 31, saying manufacturing 

could come under pressure from weak domestic demand and 
supply chain disruptions due to the coronavirus outbreak. 
The GDP growth is forecast to recover slightly to 5.4 per 
cent in 2020-21 (April 2020 to March 2021), it said. India's 
real GDP growth decelerated to 4.7 per cent in the third 
quarter (October-December) from an upwardly revised 5.1 
per cent in the second quarter owing to slower government 
consumption, a steeper contraction in gross fixed capital 
formation and a smaller net exports contribution.

The growth deceleration in the third quarter was mainly 
due to a collapse in gross fixed capital growth, which 
contracted by 4.5 per cent, and slowdown in government 
consumption growth to 11.8 per cent from 13.2 per cent in 
the second quarter.
Also, a continued contraction in total vehicle sales, suggests 
that the outlook for the automotive industry remains weak, 
Fitch Solutions said forecasting that the total vehicle 
demand would remain weak over the coming months, 
which should also see production remain in contraction.  
Auto industry contributes 7.5 per cent to the total GDP 
and accounts for half of the manufacturing GDP.  On the 
external front, supply chain disruptions due to the Covid-19 
outbreak, which began in China, will also severely curtail 
manufacturing activity across automotive 
and electronics due to a shortage of 
parts.  The coronavirus outbreak in China 
has prompted the Chinese authorities to 
implement varying degrees of lockdowns 
on many cities nationwide.

Govt approves TCS, DLF proposals to 
set up SEZs      06 Mar' 20

The govt. has 
approved the 
proposals of 

software firm TCS 
and realty major 
DLF to set up special 
economic zones 
(SEZs) for IT sector 
in Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh. The approval was given by the Board of Approval, 
the highest decision-making body for SEZs. The inter-
ministerial body is chaired by the commerce secretary.  
TCS has proposed to set up an IT/ITeS SEZ in Noida, 
Uttar Pradesh, on 19.9 hectares land. The total proposed 
investment for the project is Rs 2,433.72 crore. DLF has 
proposed to set up two SEZs in Haryana. The proposed 
investments for these projects are Rs 793.95 crore and Rs 
761.54 crore.
SEZs are major export hubs in the country as the government 
provides several incentives and single-window clearance 
system.  As on November 14, 2019, the government has 
approved 417 such zones in the country. Out of this, 238 
zones are operational.  Exports from these zones grew 
by about 14.5 per cent to Rs 3.82 lakh crore in April-
September 2019-20. It was Rs 7.02 lakh crore in entire 
2018-19 financial year. India was one of the first in Asia to 
recognize the effectiveness of the Export Processing Zone 
(EPZ) model in promoting exports, with Asia's first EPZ set 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the first-ever Khelo India University Games at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium.
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of initiatives to woo 
the countries to buy 
India's light combat 
aircraft Tejas and 
military helicopters. 
Chairman and 
Managing Director 
of HAL R Madhavan 
said the HAL is 
considering to build logistics bases in the four countries as 
they use a number of Russian-origin military aircraft and 
choppers whose serviceability is "very poor". 
HAL is now seriously focusing on boosting exports in sync 
with the government's priority and identified South East 
Asia, West Asia and North Africa to sell key platforms like 
Tejas, attack helicopter Rudra and advanced light helicopter 
Dhruv. India is one of the largest importers of arms and 
military platforms globally. The government has been 
focusing significantly on promoting defence indigenisation 
by taking a slew of reform initiatives including liberalising 
FDI in defence sector.
Over the years, HAL has designed and developed several 
platforms like the HAL HF-24 Marut, HAL Advance Light 
Helicopter Dhruv, HAL Light Utility Helicopter, HAL Light 
Combat Helicopter  to name a few. HAL also manufactures 
indigenous products with technology 
transferred from the DRDO, in association 
with Bharat Electronics for its avionics and 
Indian Ordnance Factories for the on-board 
weapons systems and ammunition.

RBI revises exposure limits for urban 
cooperative banks      13 Mar' 20

The Reserve Bank of India has revised exposure 
limits for urban cooperative banks (UCBs) to a 
single borrower and a group of borrowers to 15 per 

cent and 25 per cent, respectively, of tier-1 capital.  The 
RBI had earlier permitted UCBs to have exposures up to 
15 per cent and 40 per cent of their capital funds to a single 
borrower and a group of borrowers, respectively.
The revised exposure limits shall be applicable to all types 
of fresh exposures taken by UCBs.  UCBs shall bring down 
their existing exposures which are in excess of the revised 
limits to within the revised limits by March 31, 2023, 
the RBI said. The RBI said tier-1 capital as on March 31 
of the preceding financial year shall be reckoned for the 
purpose of fixing the exposure limits. UCBs shall have 
at least 50 per cent of their aggregate loans and advances 
comprising loans of not more than Rs 25 lakh or 0.2 per 
cent of their tier 1 capital, whichever is higher, subject 

up in Kandla in 1965. The Special Economic Zones (SEZs) 
Policy was announced in April 2000. The Special Economic 
Zones Act, 2005, was passed by Parliament 
in May, 2005 which received Presidential 
assent on the 23rd of June, 2005. The SEZ 
Act, 2005, supported by SEZ Rules, came 
into effect on 10th February, 2006.

India's workforce participation rate 
of women declines sharply over the 

years      07 Mar' 20

Female labour-force participation in India has declined 
from 34% in 2006 to 24.8% in 2020.  According to 
the United Nations Global Compact (UNGC) India 

study, India is the only country among the 153 surveyed 
countries where the economic gender gap is larger than 
the political gap. The study found that raising women's 
participation in the labour force to the same level as men 
can boost India's GDP by 27%. 
Gender stereotypes and lack of infrastructure has 
traditionally sidelined women from core manufacturing 
functions. As a result, not many are able to reach leadership 
roles.  Companies need to ensure policies and procedures 
are made to adapt to various life changes in their employees, 
including maternity, changing care needs, dual career 
couples and continuity.  Globally, 38.7% of employed 
women are working in agriculture, forestry and fisheries, 
but only 13.8% of landholders are women.  
It is the need of the hour that public policy and corporate 
policies incorporate various gender related barriers in 
India to ensure effective solutions. Gender mainstreaming 
goes beyond developing separate women's projects 
within work programmes or women's components within 
existing activities in the work programmes. It requires 
attention to gender perspectives as an integral part of all 
activities across all programmes.  This involves putting 
gender perspectives as the central frame of 
thought to all policy development, research, 
advocacy, development, implementation 
and monitoring of norms and standards and 
planning, implementation and monitoring 
of projects.

HAL planning to set up logistics bases 
in Malaysia, vietnam, Indonesia and 

Sri Lanka      09 Mar' 20

State-run aerospace company Hindustan Aeronautics 
Ltd (HAL) is planning to set up logistics bases in 
Malaysia, Vietnam, Indonesia and Sri Lanka as part 

India's Ravi Dahiya claimed the gold medal in 57kg men's freestyle category at the Asian 
Wrestling Championship.
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to a maximum of Rs 1 crore, per borrower. The RBI also 
increased the overall priority sector lending (PSL) target for 
UCBs to 75 per cent of adjusted net bank credit (ANBC) 
or credit equivalent amount of off-balance sheet exposure 
(CEOBSE), whichever is higher from 40 
per cent earlier.  The RBI also asked UCBs 
to prepare a board approved action plan for 
compliance with the revised exposure limits 
and priority sector lending targets.

Prashant Kumar appointed as new 
MD & CEO of Yes Bank      16 Mar' 20

Yes Bank has 
said that it 
has approved 

reconstitution of its 
board with Prashant 
Kumar as the new 
MD & CEO. Kumar, 
former chief financial 
officer and deputy 
managing director of State Bank of India, is currently 
overseeing the troubled private sector lender as RBI-
appointed administrator. The other board members will 
be Sunil Mehta, former non-executive chairman of Punjab 
National Bank, as the non executive chairman of Yes Bank, 
Mahesh Krishnamurthy and Atul Bheda as non-executive 
directors. SBI will have the right to nominate two directors 
on the board of directors of Yes Bank. The administrator 
has been appointed by the Reserve Bank of India under 
Section 36ACA(2) of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 
with effect from March 6, 2020. The affairs, business and 
property of Yes Bank are currently managed by Kumar.
The board of the bank was superseded with immediate effect, 
and other financial activities such as granting new loans, 
investment, among others, were also curbed. As per the bank’s 
rescue plan outlined by RBI, SBI will have a stake of 49 per 
cent in Yes Bank through capital infusion of 
Rs 7,250 crore.  Private lenders ICICI Bank, 
Axis Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, IDFC 
First Bank, Bandhan Bank, Federal Bank and 
mortgage lender HDFC Ltd have also infused 
capital in cash-strapped Yes Bank.

15th Finance Commission constitutes 
committee to review fiscal 

consolidation roadmap      19 Mar' 20

The Chairman of the  Fifteenth Finance Commission, 
has constituted a Committee to review the  fiscal 
consolidation roadmap of the general government. 

The Terms of Reference 
of the Committee are –          
The Committee shall 
make recommendations 
on the definition of 
deficit and debt for the 
Central government, 
overall states, the 
General Government 
and public sector enterprises by considering all explicit 
and measurable liabilities of the sovereign and by bringing 
in consistency between the definition of debt (stock) and 
deficit (flow).      
The Committee shall also lay down the principles for 
arriving at the debt of the general government debt and 
consolidated public sector with appropriate netting to avoid 
double-counting.       
The Committee shall define contingent liabilities, 
provide quantifiable measures of such liabilities, 
wherever possible, and specify conditions under which 
“contingent” liabilities become “explicit” liabilities of 
the public sector.       
Based on the above definition, the Committee shall review 
the current status of deficit and debt at different levels.      
Based on the above, the Committee shall recommend a 
debt and fiscal consolidation roadmap for FY21-FY25 
for the Central Government, overall States and General 
Government and attempt building up scenarios for public 
sector enterprises.            
The Committee will be chaired by Chairman N. K. Singh.  
The other Members of the Committee will be A. N.  
Jha   and Dr. Anoop Singh, Members  of 15th Finance 
Commission,  one representative each from the Office 
of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India and 
the Controller General of Accounts, the Joint Secretary 
(Budget) of the Department of Economic Affairs in the 
Ministry of Finance.
Two outside experts, namely, Dr. Sajjid Z Chinoy  & Dr. 
Prachi Mishra will also be Members of the Committee;  
further, the Committee will include as Members the  
representatives from State Governments Shri. S. Krishnan, 
Additional Chief Secretary, Government of Tamil Nadu 
and  Sh. Anirudh Tiwari, Principal Secretary, Government 
of Punjab.              
Analytical and data support to the Committee will be 
provided by a team from National Institute 
of Public Finance & Policy, New Delhi. 
The Economic Division of the Finance 
Commission Secretariat shall facilitate and 
support the working of the Committee.
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Sakshi Malik wins silver, vinesh 
Phogat bags bronze in Asian 
Championships      21 Feb' 20

For third time 
in succession, 
Vinesh Phogat 

couldn’t unlock the 
mystery called Mayu 
Mukaida. Perhaps 
the only consolation 
Vinesh can draw 
from her fight against 
Mukaida at the Asian Championships is the reduced 
margin of defeat (2-6).  In a depleted field of six wrestlers, 
Sakshi did well to win a silver, her first medal in a major 
international competition after the 2017 Commonwealth 
Championships. She lost twice to Japanese Naoi Ruike, 
once in the round-robin league and then 2-0 in the final, 
still looking a pale shadow of herself. In the semi-final 
against Nabira Esenbaeva, Sakshi was just able to hold on 
to a slender 5-4 lead.
Fighting against the world’s best in 62kg Olympic category, 
18-year old Sonam showed a fearless streak. She defeated 
Korean Hanbit Lee 11-0, scoring the last four points with 
a brilliant counter when her left leg was under attack. 
She lost to 2018 World Championships silver medallist 
Japanese Yukako Kawai 5-2 but gave a good account of 
herself. In the bronze-medal match, Sonam went down to 
world champion Aisuluu Tynybekova by technical fall.
Another teenager Anshu Malik won bronze beating 
Uzbekistan’s Sevara Eshmuratova 10-0 in 57kg. Anshu 
sealed her spot for the Asian Olympic qualifier next month. 
Gursharanpreet Kaur (72kg) defeated 
Mongolian Tsevegmed Enkhbayar 5-2 for 
the day’s fourth medal. Indian women’s 
team thus finished with a rich tally of three 
gold, two silver and three bronze medals.
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India will host the 2022 AFC 
Women’s Asian Cup      20 Feb' 20

India has been 
r e c o m m e n d e d 
as the first South 

Asian hosts for 
the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) 
Women's Asian Cup 
2022 by the AFC 
Women's Football 
Committee which met in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.  It was 
felt that India, who will also have the experience of hosting 
the FIFA Women's Under-17 World Cup later this year, was 
best placed with the other two bidders- Chinese Taipei and 
Uzbekistan. The stadiums proposed by India- D Y Patil 
Stadium and Trans Stadia Arena - are also being used in the 
FIFA tournament. India was the host of the AFC Under-16 
Championships in 2016 and the FIFA Under-17 World Cup 
2017 and the Committee agreed the country could continue 
raising the standards of the AFC Women's Asian Cup. 
The Committee decided that the expanded AFC Women's 
Asian Cup - eight to 12 teams - will be played in three 
groups of four with a minimum of 25 matches with eight 
teams qualifying for the newly introduced quarter-finals.
The committee agreed that the minimum length of the 
competition would be 17 days and that the Administration 
would be mandated to organise the relevant play-off 
matches - depending on the AFC slots at the FIFA Women's 
World Cup 2023.
In 2021 and 2022, there will be eight invited clubs and by 
2023 and 2024, this will grow to a minimum of 12 which 
will be open to all Member Associations 
and in 2025, it will be consolidated to 
16 teams and by then an AFC Women's 
Club Competition ranking will have been 
devised.

New Zealand's tallest cricketer Kyle Jamieson has equalled former Australia captain Michael 
Clarke's world record for slamming most number of sixes in his first-ever Test innings.
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Cricket Conference in 1909 by representatives from 
Australia, England and South Africa. It was renamed as the 
International Cricket Conference in 1965, 
and took up its current name in 1989. The 
ICC has 104 members: 12 Full Members 
that play Test matches and 92 Associate 
Members. Motto of ICC is "Cricket for 
good".

Five-time Grand Slam winner Maria 
Sharapova announces retirement      

26 Feb' 20

Ma r i a 
Sharapova, 
the Russian 

five-time Grand 
Slam champion 
who became one 
of the highest paid 
sportswomen in the 
world, announced her 
retirement at the age of 32 on February 26. Her decision is 
hardly a major surprise as she has struggled with injuries 
and poor form since returning from a 15-month drugs ban 
in 2017, the result of testing positive for meldonium at 
the 2016 Australian Open.  The former world number has 
played only two matches this year, losing in the first round 
of the Australian Open, with her ranking sliding to 373.
Maria Sharapova was born on April 19, 1987. However, she 
had achieved the number one ranking on August 22, 2005. 
At that time she was just 18 years old. Maria Sharapova 
won her first Wimbledon at the age of 17 in 2004. She was 
the third-youngest player to do so. She won 
French Open title in 2012 and became the 
10th female player to complete a career 
Grand Slam. She also won the Olympic 
silver medal. She won the French Open 
trophy in 2014 despite an injury.

First Khelo India University Games 
conclude in Bhubaneswar      02 Mar' 20

The Khelo India 
U n i v e r s i t y 
G a m e s 

concluded in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha. 
Panjab University, 
Chandigarh took 
home the champions 
trophy-winning 46 

Dahiya wins gold, Bajrang settles for 
silver      22 Feb' 20

India's Ravi 
Dahiya claimed 
the gold medal 

in 57kg men's 
freestyle category at 
the Asian Wrestling 
Championship in 
New Delhi.  Dahiya 
got the better 
of Tajikistan's Hikmatullo Vohidov 10-0 on technical 
superiority in the second half.  However, Bajrang Punia 
had to settle for silver as he fell short in the final of 65kg 
category, losing 2-10 to Japan's Takuto Otoguro at the KD 
Jadhav Indoor Hall.  
Dahiya's medal was India's only gold of the day as three 
other grapplers lost their respective final bouts, including 
Bajrang. In the 97kg category, Satywart Kadian lost to 
Iran's Mojtaba Mohammadshafie Goliej 0-10 in the final. 
In the 79kg category, Gourav Baliyan was defeated by 
Kyrgyzstan's Arsalan Budazhapov 5-7 in the gold medal 
bout. Earlier, in 57kg, Dahiya, who is fast emerging a 
strong contender at the Tokyo Games, too put up a strong 
show, beating Japan's Yuki Takahashi 
(14-5) before pinning Mongolia's Tugs 
Batjargal.  In the semifinal, Uzbekistan's 
Nurislam Sanayev too could not challenge 
Dahiya much.

ICC bans Oman player from all 
cricket for 7 years      24 Feb' 20

The International Cricket Council (ICC) has banned 
Oman player Yousuf Abdulrahim Al Balushi from all 
forms of cricket for seven years for his involvement 

in trying to fix matches.  Al Balushi accepted four charges 
of breaching the ICC Anti-Corruption Code. The charges 
are all related to the ICC men’s T20 World Cup Qualifiers 
2019 held in the United Arab Emirates.  
Al Balushi breached Article 2.1.1 of the Anti-Corruption 
Code -- being party to an agreement or effort to fix or 
contrive in any way the result, progress, conduct or any 
other aspect of matches.  Besides, he also breached Article 
2.1.4, Article 2.4.4 and Article 2.4.7 -- all relating to corrupt 
practices.  Under the provisions of the code, Al Balushi 
chose to admit the charges and agreed the sanction with the 
ICC in lieu of an Anti-Corruption Tribunal hearing.
The International Cricket Council (ICC) is the global 
governing body of cricket. It was founded as the Imperial 

Astronomers have identified molecular oxygen in a galaxy outside Milky Way for the first 
time.
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seven against the West Indies, is the first England bowler 
to be number one since Anya Shrubsole in April 2016 and 
the first England spinner at the top since Danni Hazell in 
August 2015. Among the Indian bowlers, Poonam Yadav 
is up four places to eighth after a good run in World Cup. 
Some valiant performances from Sri Lanka skipper Chamari 
Athapaththu have seen her move from 18th to 14th spot 
for batters. England's Nat Sciver is again in the top 10 and 
captain Heather Knight in the top 15 for the first time.
New Zealand captain Sophie Devine is now the sole number 
one all-rounder after coming into the tournament as a joint 
number one along with Australia all-rounder Ellyse Perry. 
India's Deepti Sharma has advanced nine places to seventh, 
the first time that she is among the top 10 in 
the all-rounders' list after also moving up to 
53rd among batters. Australia remain at the 
top of the T20I team rankings with 290 points 
and England in second position with 278.

Australia beat India to win ICC 
Women's T20 World Cup for record 

fifth time      08 Mar' 20

De f e n d i n g 
c h a m p i o n s 
Australia have 

won the ICC Women's 
T20 World Cup for 
record fifth time, 
outclassing India by 
85 runs in the summit 
clash at Melbourne.  
Riding on blistering half-centuries by openers Alyssa Healy 75 
and Beth Mooney 78 not out, Australia posted 184 at the loss of 
four wickets. The bowlers did the rest of the work with Megan 
Schutt taking four for 18 and Jess Jonassen 3 for 20.   
Appearing in the world cup final for the first time, India 
were bundled out for 99 in 19.1 overs. India suffered a 
batting collapse as the top order batter Shafali Verma for 2, 
Smriti Mandhana for 11, Jemimah Rodrigues for duck  and 
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur for 4 departed inside the first 
six overs. Wicket-keeper Taniya Bhatia retired hurt in the 
second over after getting hit on her helmet of the bowling 
of left-arm spinner Jess Jonassen. Deepti Sharma scored 
33, Veda Krishnamurthy 19 while Richa Ghosh 14.
The 2020 ICC Women's T20 World Cup was the seventh 
ICC Women's T20 World Cup tournament. 
It was held in Australia between 21 
February and 8 March 2020. The final took 
place at the Melbourne Cricket Ground on 
International Women's Day.

medals including 17 gold, 19 silver, and 10 bronze.  Savitribai 
Phule Pune University claimed the second position and 
Punjabi University, Patiala declared as the second runners up. 
Panjab University won a total of 46 medals while Savitribai 
Phule Pune University won 37 medals including 17 gold, 11 
silver, and 9 bronze medals. Punjabi University, Patiala won 
33 medals including 13 gold, 6 silver, and 14 bronze medals. 
A total of 113 universities took part in the games.  On the 
last day of the games, India's fastest woman Dutee Chand 
representing Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology, 
clinched gold medal with a timing of 23.66 seconds in 
the 200m final.  Kirti Vijay Bhoite from the University of 
Mumbai settled for silver with a timing of 24.98 seconds 
while Deepali Mahapatra from Utkal University won the 
bronze, clocking 25.19 seconds. 
It was a grand closing ceremony for first-ever Khelo 
India University Games in the Odisha capital, which 
was attended by a host of dignitaries including Indian 
Olympic Association President Dr. Narinder Dhruv 
Batra, Sports Minister of Odisha Tusharkanti Behera and 
Secretary-General of Association of Indian 
Universities Dr. Pankaj Mittal.  Speaking 
on the occasion Union Minister, Kiren 
Rijiju said, the first edition of the Khelo 
India University Games has been truly 
successful.

Teen sensation Shafali verma becomes 
World No. 1 T20I batswoman 

04 Mar' 20

Teenage Indian 
b a t t i n g 
s e n s a t i o n 

Shafali Verma rose 
to the top spot in 
the ICC women's 
T20 International 
rankings, riding on 
her stellar run at the 
ongoing World Cup. The 16-year-old Verma takes over 
from New Zealand's Suzie Bates, who had been the top 
batter since October 2018 after wresting the spot from West 
Indies captain Stafanie Taylor. However, Smriti Mandhana 
has slipped a couple of rungs to sixth in the latest list.
Verma's explosive batting at the top of the order saw her 
score 161 runs in four innings, including knocks of 47 
and 46 against Sri Lanka and New Zealand. It helped her 
become only the second India batter after Mithali Raj to top 
the women's T20I batting rankings. Ecclestone, who took 
eight wickets in four matches including a best of three for 

Didier Casimiro resigned from the board of Indian refiner Nayara Energy, part-owned by 
Russian state oil major Rosneft.
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Pv Sindhu wins 'BBC Indian 
Sportswoman of the Year' award      

09 Mar' 20

India's ace 
badminton player 
PV Sindhu, who 

recently won the 
Times of India Sports 
Award (TOISA) for 
'Sportsperson of 
the Year', has been 
named the 'BBC 
Indian Sportswoman of the Year'. Sindhu, who became 
the first Indian to win the BWF World Championships last 
year, competed with four other strong nominees, namely 
Mary Kom (boxing), Vinesh Phogat (wrestling), Dutee 
Chand (athletics) and Manasi Joshi (para-badminton).
The winner of women's singles silver medal at the Rio 2016 
Olympics, world No. 6 Sindhu has five World Championships 
medals in her kitty besides two at the Asian Games. Pusarla 
Venkata Sindhu (born 5 July 1995) made her international 
debut in 2009, she rose to a career high ranking of no. 2 in April 
2017. Over the course of her career, Pusarla has won medals 
at multiple tournaments including Olympics and on the BWF 
circuit including a gold at the 2019 World Championships. She 
is the first Indian to become the Badminton World Champion.
With earnings of US$8.5 and $5.5 million respectively, 
Pusarla made the Forbes' list of Highest-Paid Female 
Athletes in 2018 and 2019. She is the recipient of the sports 
honour Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna (29 August 23016), and 
India's fourth highest civilian award, the 
Padma Shri (March 2015). She was also 
honoured with Padma Bhushan, the third 
highest civilian award in India, in January 
2020. She was bestowed with Arjuna Award 
for badminton on 24 September 2013.

Wasim Jaffer announces retirement 
from all formats of cricket      12 Mar' 20

The legendary batsman of the Indian team, Wasim 
Jaffer, announced his retirement from all formats 
of cricket recently. Wasim Jaffer has scored about 

20,000 runs in first-class cricket. He is also the highest run-
scorer in Ranji Trophy matches. He is known as the Sachin 
Tendulkar of domestic cricket. Wasim Jaffer, 42-year-old, 
played his last Test match for India in April 2008 against 
South Africa in Kanpur. Wasim Jaffer held the record for 
the most matches played as well as the highest run-scorer 
in the Ranji Trophy.  Wasim Jaffer made his debut in first-

class cricket in the 
year 1996-97 and 
since then he has 
consistently scored 
in domestic cricket 
and has emerged as a 
legend. He played his 
first Test match for 
the Indian team on 
February 24, 2000. He has represented the Indian team in a 
total of 31 Tests till 2008, scoring 1944 runs at an average 
of 34.10, including 5 centuries and 11 half-centuries. 
Wasim Jaffer has played first-class cricket for nearly 24 
years from 1996 to 2020. Wasim Jaffer also took part in 
several matches in the Ranji Trophy 2019-20 season. Wasim 
has played 260 first-class matches, scoring 
19410 runs at an average of 50.67. Wasim 
Jaffer has scored 57 centuries and 91 fifties 
in first-class cricket. His best score in first-
class cricket is 314 (not out) and his highest 
score in Test cricket was 212 runs.

Saurashtra wins Ranji Trophy title for 
the first time in 70 years      16 Mar' 20

Saurashtra team won the Ranji Trophy title for the first 
time in 70 years. Saurashtra became the champion 
based on the lead achieved in the first innings of 

the final against Bengal. Earlier, Saurashtra was known as 
Navanagar, Western India and won the trophies in 1936-37 
and 1943-44.  It was renamed as Saurashtra in 1950 and 
started participating in this domestic tournament.  In the last 
seven years, the Saurashtra team was runners-up three times. 
It was the fourth final of Saurashtra. Saurashtra achieved 
the distinction of becoming champion on the basis of first-
innings lead against Bengal. Bengal couldn’t hold the title 
once again as it was last grabbed the title in 1989-90.
The match was being played in an empty stadium due to the 
threat of Coronavirus. The captain of Saurashtra team Jaydev 
Unadkat decided to bat after winning the toss. Saurashtra, 
batting 171.5 overs, scored 425 runs losing all wickets. Arpit 
Vasavada scored an innings of 106 runs, while Cheteshwar 
Pujara scored 66 runs, Avi Baroth and Vishwaraj Jadeja scored 
54-54 runs. The Ranji Trophy is India's first-class domestic 
cricket competition. Regional and state cricket associations 
of the country take part in this tournament. The competition 
is named after Ranjit Singhji, the first Indian 
player who participated in international 
cricket from India. The first edition of Ranji 
Trophy was organized in 1934. Mumbai has 
won the Ranji Trophy title for 41 times, while 
Vidarbha has won this title twice.

The Union Cabinet approved the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill after incorporating recom-
mendations of a Rajya Sabha Select Committee.
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New snail species discovered, named 
after Greta Thunberg      21 Feb' 20

Scientists have 
discovered a 
new species 

of land snail, and 
have named it 
C r a s p e d o t r o p i s 
g r e t a t h u n b e r g a e 
in honour of the 
Swedish activist 
Greta Thunberg for her efforts to raise awareness about 
climate change.  According to the study, published in the 
Biodiversity Data Journal, the newly discovered species 
belongs to the so-called caenogastropods -- a group of 
land snails known to be sensitive to drought, temperature 
extremes, and forest degradation.  

The scientists, including evolutionary ecologist Menno 
Schilthuizen from Naturalis Biodiversity Center in 
the Netherlands, said the snails were found very close 
to the research field station at Kuala Belalong Field 
Studies Centre in Brunei.  They added that the snails 
were discovered at the foot of a steep hill-slope, next 
to a river bank, foraging at night on the green leaves of 
understorey plants.  The effort aided by amateur scientist 
J.P. Lim, who found the first individual of the snail said, 
"Naming this snail after Greta Thunberg is our way of 
acknowledging that her generation will be responsible 
for fixing problems that they did not create."  "And it's a 
promise that people from all generations will join her to 
help," Lim said.

According to the study, the work was 
done by untrained citizen scientists' 
guided by experts, on a 10-day taxon 
expedition.

India ranks 77th on UN Sustainability 
Index      21 Feb' 20

Recently, WHO, Lancet and UNICEF together 
released a report titled "A Future for the World's 
Children". According to the report, a new Global 

index has been included in comparing performance of child 
nutrition, education and sustainability.
According to the report, India ranked 131 in flourishing 
index and 77 on sustainability index. The report says 
that India has improved in health and sanitation. 
However, it has to increase its spending on Health. 
The parameters of comparison included child survival, 
child wellbeing, health and education, sustainability, 
child nutrition.
Because of stunting and poverty, around 250 million 
children in low- and middle-income countries are at risk of 
not reaching their developmental potential. The children in 
countries such as Republic of Korea and Netherlands have 
best chances of survival. On the other hand, Chad, Niger, 
Somalia and Mali were the least performers and face very 
bad odds.
The report has named USA, Saudi Arabia and Australia 
as the top 10 highest emitters. Norway, Netherlands and 
Republic of Korea emit 210% more than the target set 
by them towards the per capita target of 2030. According 
to the report, the only countries on track to beat CO2 
emission per capita targets by 2030, while also performing 
fairly within the top 70 on child flourishing measures are 
Albania, Armenia, Grenada, Jordan, Moldova, Sri Lanka, 
Tunisia, Uruguay and Vietnam. India ranked 77th on a 
sustainability index that takes into account per capita 
carbon emissions and ability of children in 
a nation to live healthy lives and secures 
131st spot on a flourishing ranking that 
measures the best chance at survival and 
well-being for children.

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

New snail species 
discovered, named after 

Greta Thunberg.

National Chambal 
Sanctuary gets Eco-Sensitive 

Zone tag.

INCOIS launches three 
ocean-based services.

The newly-formed union territory of Jammu and Kashmir inked Memorandums of 
Understanding (MoUs) worth over Rs 2,100 crore during its investment summit roadshow.
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INCOIS launches three ocean-based 
services      26 Feb' 20

The Indian 
N a t i o n a l 
Centre for 

Ocean Information 
Services (INCOIS), 
Hyderabad, has 
launched three ocean-
based specialised 
products/services — 
the Small Vessel Advisory and Forecast Services System 
(SVAS), the Swell Surge Forecast System (SSFS) and the 
Algal Bloom Information Service (ABIS).  
INCOIS, an autonomous organisation under the Ministry of 
Earth Sciences, provides a number of free services for users 
in the marine realm, including fishermen. While SVAS is 
aimed at improving the operations of numerous small marine 
vessels, particularly fishing vessels, the SSFS forewarns the 
coastal population about swell waves. The coastal region 
experiences frequent damages caused by swell waves that 
originate from the distant Southern Indian Ocean. 
The SVAS is an innovative impact-based advisory and 
forecast service system for small vessels operating in Indian 
coastal waters. It warns users about potential zones where 
vessel overturning can take place, 10 days in advance. The 
advisories are valid for small vessels of beam width up to 
7 m. This limit covers the fishing vessels used in all the 
nine coastal States and Union Territories. The warning 
system is based on the Boat Safety Index (BSI) derived 
from wave model forecast outputs such as significant wave 
height, wave steepness, directional spread and the rapid 
development of wind at sea, which is boat-specific.  
The SSFS is designed to predict the kallakkadal, or swell surge, 
that occurs along the Indian coast, particularly the West. These 
are flashflood events that take place without any noticeable 
advance change in local winds or any other apparent signature 
in the coastal environment. Kallakkadal is a 
colloquial term used by Kerala fishermen to 
refer to the ‘freaky’ flooding episodes. Since 
most people mistake these for tsunamis, the 
SSFS will be useful.

Scientists accidentally discover first 
animal that doesn’t need oxygen to 

survive      27 Feb' 20

Scientists at Tel Aviv University (TAU) in Israel have 
discovered a jellyfish-like parasite that doesn’t need 
oxygen because it doesn’t breathe. Its life is entirely 

free of dependency 
on oxygen. The 
discovery, published 
in the journal 
PNAS, was made by 
accident as the team 
was sequencing the 
genome of a common 
salmon parasite 
called Henneguya salminicola. When they searched 
for a mitochondrial genome, they didn’t find anything. 
Mitochondria are organelles that trap oxygen and help to 
break it down to provide energy for the cell.  
The presence of mitochondria helps in harnessing oxygen 
and breaking it down for energy. Unlike bacteria, all 
eukaryotic cells have mitochondria. Every cell in every 
plant or animal contains mitochondria, which generates 
fuel for the cell to burn and obtain energy.  The lack of 
mitochondria implies that the animal does not use oxygen 
to function, as no other organelle or process in a cell is 
capable of breaking it down.  
It is not entirely known how the creature (parasite) obtains 
energy; the scientists guessed that it does so by absorbing 
molecules from the salmon that already produces 
energy.  There are known organisms who 
have adapted to thrive in a low oxygen 
environment but until this study, whether 
there have been animals that don’t use 
oxygen has been a question that hadn’t 
been answered.

National Chambal Sanctuary gets 
Eco-Sensitive Zone tag      03 Mar' 20

Th e 
Government 
of India on 

March 2, 2020, 
declared the National 
Chambal Sanctuary 
an eco-sensitive 
zone. This sanctuary 
is famous for Ganga 
dolphins and critically endangered crocodiles.  According 
to a notification issued by the Ministry of Environment, the 
union government has declared an area to an extent of zero 
to two kilometers around the National Chambal Sanctuary 
in Madhya Pradesh as the Eco-Sensitive Zone.
Ministry of Environment asked the state government to 
make a zonal master plan to upgrade and restore denuded 
areas. Ministry also directed the MP Government for the 

Sudanese president has appointed Minister of Defense Awad Ibn Oaf as first vice president 
of the country.
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conservation of existing water bodies and groundwater 
management.  Now, Madhya Pradesh Government will 
prepare a proper plan for soil and moisture conservation, 
management of catchment areas, watershed management 
and other aspects of the environment and ecology that 
require proper attention. Apart from that, agricultural 
areas, horticulture zones and other open spaces in the 
eco-sensitive zone will not be converted into the areas of 
residential or commercial purposes.
National Chambal Sanctuary is located at the tri-junction 
of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan. This 
place is a home of Gharial (75% of critically endangered 
species). It is also a natural habitat of aquatic animals like 
freshwater Gangetic dolphins, 180 species of migratory 
birds and nine species of freshwater turtles. The sanctuary 
starts from the Vindhya Range, along with 
the Chambal River and ends at the Yamuna 
River. This sanctuary is located across 
Bhind, Morena and Sheopur districts of 
Madhya Pradesh. It is situated in an area 
of 435 square km.

Discovery of bi-luminescent security 
ink to curb counterfeiting      11 Mar' 20

The Indian scientists have developed a special safety 
ink that can help in curb counterfeiting documents 
such as passports, packing fake medicines and curb 

counterfeiting currency notes. This ink shows two colours 
when exposed to the light of a certain frequency. It has 
been developed by scientists from the National Physical 
Laboratory (NPL) of the Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR), New Delhi and the Academy of Scientific 
and Innovative Research, Ghaziabad. The study has been 
published in the Journal of Materials Chemistry-C.
This ink reflects two colours when exposed to the light 
of a certain frequency. This ink appears white in normal 
light. However, when ultraviolet light is applied at 
a frequency of 254 nanometers, it emits a red colour. 
Similarly, when ultraviolet light is switched off, it emits 
a green colour.  
This newly developed ink emits red color at a frequency 
of 611 nanometers and green color at a frequency of 
532 nanometers due to exposure to ultraviolet light. 
The red colour emits due to the fluorescence and the 
emission of green color is due to the phosphorescence 
effect.
According to the reports, the two colors are mixed in a 
ratio of 3: 1 to obtain the required properties of the ink. 
A team of scientists heat treated this mixture for three 

hours at 400-degree temperature. In this way, fine white 
powder was developed to produce two-color emitting ink 
at the frequency of one wavelength. Scientists said that 
chemical elements have been thermally 
treated to ensure the pigments stick to each 
other at the production level. The powder 
is finally mixed with polyvinyl chloride 
(PVC) to obtain a shiny safety ink.

Scientists found new way to develop 
a therapy for tongue cancer 

14 Mar' 20

Biotechnology 
s c i e n t i s t s 
at the 

Hyderabad - based 
DNA Finger Printing 
and Diagnostics 
Center have 
discovered a new 
mechanism that 
prevents cancer when an anti-cancer protein is converted.  
In a new study, CDFD scientists have identified a rare 
p53 form of tongue cancer in Indians, which causes these 
mutant p53 cancers. Scientists collected samples after 
surgery and screened them to convert into a TP53 gene. 
This gene is a sequence of nucleotides in DNA, which are 
symbolic points for preparing p53 proteins.
This is for the first time when SMARCD1 has been shown 
as a possible driver of any type of cancer. The observations 
made in this study are important because they reveal a 
new and possible mechanism to prevent cancer through 
p53 proteins. Study results can be engaged to develop a 
treatment for tongue cancer.
There is a specific protein p53 is found in human 
cells. It is considered as most beneficial protein as it 
controls many basic functions, including cell division 
and repair of damaged DNA. It works directly with 
DNA, helping to form proteins. It is helpful for routine 
cellular functions, as well as playing an effective role 
in preventing cancer.
Scientists identified genes of the mutant p53 protein 
with the help of modern technology. One of these genes, 
called SMARCD1, is the most important. 
SMARCD1 converts a protein into 
symbolic words. It goes with other proteins 
and forms a multi-protein complex. 
Scientists have found that SMARCD-1 is 
seen in tongue cancer in Indians.

Five-time grand slam winner Maria Sharapova has announced her retirement from tennis at 
the age of 32.
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Adline Castelino wins Miss Diva 
Universe 2020      23 Feb' 20

Ad l i n e 
C a s t e l i n o 
has been 

crowned as the 
winner of LIVA 
Miss Diva Universe 
2020 competition.  
Castelino, who hails 
from Mangalore, 
was crowned by Vartika Singh, the winner of the previous 
edition.  She was closely followed by Aavriti Choudhary 
of Jabalpur who was bestowed with the title of Miss Diva 
Supranational by her predecessor Shefali Sood.  
Pune's Neha Jaiswal was crowned Miss Diva Runner-up 
by Roshni Sheoran.  Castelino will go on to represent the 
country at Miss Universe later this year, while Choudhary 
will be India's contender for Miss Supranational pageant.  
The jury for the pageant included actor and former Miss 
Universe Lara Dutta, Anntonia Porsild, Asha Bhat, 
designers Shivan Bhatiya, Narresh Kukreja and Nikhil 
Mehra, and actors Yami Gautam, Aditya Roy Kapur and 
Anil Kapoor.  
The nationwide auditions for the competition began 
in November and were held in 10 cities like Lucknow, 
Kolkata, Indore, Hyderabad, Pune, Ahmedabad, Bangalore, 
Chandigarh, Chennai and Delhi.  
The final leg of auditions was held in Mumbai in December 
2019 where the 20 finalists of LIVA Miss Diva 2020 were 
chosen.  The participants then took part in four city sub-
contest event followed by a thematic night. Lara was 
a mentor and a guide to finalists who 
underwent rigorous training and grooming 
for the competition. The finale night also 
saw performances by actors Ishaan Khatter 
and Jacqueline Fernandes.

Hurun Global Rich List 2020: Bezos 
retains top rank; Mukesh Ambani at 

9th      26 Feb' 20

Am a z o n 
f o u n d e r 
and CEO 

Jeff Bezos, 56, has 
retained the top spot 
for the third year 
running in the Hurun 
Global Rich List. His 
estimated wealth of 
$140 billion is down $7 billion from last year, mainly due to 
the world’s largest divorce settlement — with MacKenzie 
Bezos, who makes the list in her own right, with $44 
billion.  Hurun Global Rich List 2020, is a compilation 
of the richest 2,817 individuals across the globe having a 
net worth of $1 billion or more. Wealth calculations are a 
snapshot of January 31, 2020.
Following Bezos on the top 10 are Bernard Arnault 
(LMHV, $107 billion, 2nd); Bill Gates (Microsoft, $106 
billion, 3rd); Warren Buffet (Berkshire Hathaway, $102 
billion, 4th); Mark Zuckerberg (Facebook, $84 billion, 
5th); Armancio Ortega (Zara, $81 billion, 6th); Carlos Slim 
and family (America Movil, $72 billion, 7th); Sergey Brin 
(Google, $68 billion, 8th); Larry Page (Google), Mukesh 
Ambani (Reliance) and Steve Ballmer (Microsoft) at $67 
billion each, each joining at number nine.
Ambani, the only Indian to feature in the top 10, and for a 
second time, is also the richest in Asia, having seen a 24 per 
cent, or $13-billion, surge in his wealth, mainly on the back 
of a good performance in his telecom business. Seven of 
the top 10 are from the US. Ballmer, Ortega 
and Arnault have added over $20 billion to 
their wealth. The top 10 have added $140 
billion over the year and are now worth 
$961 billion, or 9 per cent of the total list.

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Adline Castelino wins Miss 
Diva Universe 2020.

India 5th Most Polluted 
Country In The World.

Nita Ambani features in 10 
most influential women in 

sports.

Jyotika Dutta of Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, won the epee gold in the fencing 
competition of the inaugural Khelo India University Games.
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while the Delhi University has been ranked at 231 spot.
The cream layer included Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Stanford University and University of 
Cambridge in the top three positions. For the Quacquarelli 
Symonds (QS) World University Rankings by subject, the 
study analysed over 22 million papers, producing close to 
200 million citations. It ranked 1,368 institutions across 48 
subjects in five broad categories.  Across all 
subjects, 165 institutions were considered 
from India, 441 from the United States, 502 
from UK, Germany and France combined, 
and 360 from China, Japan and South 
Korea combined.

Indira Gandhi, Amrit Kaur named by 
TIME among '100 Women of the Year'      

05 Mar' 20

Former prime 
minister Indira 
Gandhi and 

freedom fighter 
Amrit Kaur have 
been named by the 
TIME magazine 
among world's 100 
powerful women 
who defined the last century in a new project that "spotlights 
influential women who were often overshadowed." TIME 
named Kaur as 'Women of the Year' for 1947 and Gandhi 
for 1976 in special covers recreated by the publication.
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur was born in the royal family of 
Kapurthala. She returned to India in 1918 after studying 
at Oxford and followed Mahatma Gandhi’s teachings.  In 
1930, Amrit Kaur became Mahatma Gandhi’s secretary 
while tackling social issues and raising voice for women’s 
education.
After India got independence in 1947, Kaur became the first 
woman to join the Cabinet, serving as Health Minister for 
10 years. In that position, she founded the Indian Council 
for Child Welfare; helped establish the country's top 
hospital and medical college; and campaigned to prevent 
malaria, likely saving hundreds of thousands of lives.
TIME Magazine has named Indira Gandhi as the women 
of the year for 1976. TIME mentioned that Indira Gandhi 
became India’s great authoritarian in 1976. She became 
the Prime Minister of India after victory over Pakistan 
in Bangladesh Liberation War. TIME Magazine also 
wrote that Indira Gandhi had amended the constitution 
to give herself more powers.  TIME Magazine informed 
on a page dedicated to the Indira Gandhi that she jailed 

India 5th Most Polluted Country In 
The World      26 Feb' 20

India was the 5 most polluted country in 2019, with 
Ghaziabad in the National Capital Region ranked as the 
most polluted city in the world, according to a global 

compilation of PM 2.5 particulate pollution data by IQAir, 
a company that primarily works on air filtration.
Air pollution in India decreased in 2019 from 2018, about 
half of the 50 most polluted cities were in India. India 
launched a National Clean Air Programme in 2019 that 
commits to reducing air pollution in 102 most polluted 
cities by a maximum of 30% by 2024. The report however 
notes that the reduction in pollution in 2019 couldn't be 
attributed to the NCAP but rather was due to a “slowing 
of the market place.” The economic growth rate in India is 
expected to slow down to 5% in '19-20 from 6.1% in '18-
'19 and 7% in '17-'18, according to the Economic Survey 
in January.
Whilst cities in India, on average, exceed the World Health 
Organisation target for annual PM2.5 exposure by 500%, 
national air pollution decreased by 20% from 2018 to 2019, 
with 98% of cities experiencing improvements.
Bangladesh was marked the most polluted country in 2019 
with an average PM 2.5 concentration of 83 µg/m³. Pakistan 
came next with 65 µg/m³ and India recorded an average of 
58.1 µg/m³. In the 2018 version of the IQAir report, the top 
two countries were the same and India was 
the third most polluted in the world with 
an average of 72 µg/m³. In the 90 country/
region-ranking, the Bahamas ranked the 
cleanest with an average of 3 µg/m³.

IIT Bombay, Delhi among top 50 
engineering schools across globe      

04 Mar' 20

The prestigious Indian Institute of Technology 
(IIT) in Mumbai and Delhi are among the top 50 
engineering colleges across the globe, according to 

subject-wise QS World Ranking. While IIT Bombay has 
been ranked 44, IIT Delhi has bagged the 47th rank.  Last 
year, IIT Delhi was at the 61st position, while IIT Bombay 
was at 53rd spot.
Five institutions from India have been ranked among the top 
100 this year, while in 2019 there were three, IIT Bombay, 
IIT Delhi and IIT Madras. This year IIT Kharagpur (IIT-
KGP) is at 86th, IIT Madras (IITM) at 88 and IIT Kanpur 
(IITK) at 96.  In arts and humanities, the Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU) has been ranked at the 162nd position 

A 28 per cent Goods and Services Tax (GST) will be levied on lotteries from March 1.
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The US has surpassed China to become India's top trading partner, showing greater eco-

nomic ties between the two countries.

several politicians, censored the press of 
the country and smother fundamental rights 
of the people. She declared an emergency 
in 1975. TIME article informs that, the 
electricity was suddenly shut off in entire 
Delhi’s media office on June 25, 1975.

Nita Ambani features in 10 most 
influential women in sports 

12 Mar' 20

Nita Ambani, 
the owner 
of Mumbai 

Indians cricket team 
franchise, has been 
named in the list of 
10 most influential 
women in sports for 
2020 alongside likes 
of tennis superstar Serena Williams and gymnast Simone 
Biles.
Ambani has led her Mumbai Indians franchise to becoming 
the most successful in IPL history and has been involved in 
many sports projects across different sports in the country. 
Others on the list included gymnast Simone Biles who was 
described as “one of the greatest athletes in the world and 
an ever-growing voice for women in sport”, and footballer 
Megan Rapinoe “who is never afraid to speak her mind 
and talk about social issues".  Tennis stars Serena Williams 
and Naomi Osaka also figure on the list that included Ellie 
Norman, Director of Marketing and Communications, 
Formula 1, Cathy Engelbert, Commissioner, WNBA, 
Fatma Samoura, Secretary-General, FIFA, Mary Davis, 
CEO, Special Olympics, and Clare Connor, Managing 
Director — Women’s Cricket, ECB.
Nita is the wife of the richest Indian 
Mukesh Ambani and has been on the board 
of Reliance Industries since June 2014.  Her 
Mumbai Indians (MI) team has won the 
Indian Premier League (IPL) four times.

India Ranks C in Animal Protection 
Index 2020      13 Mar' 20

Animal Protection Index 2020 released by World 
Animal Protection highlighted that India is 
improving in the area of animal protection. The 

objective of the Animal Protection Index (API) is to 
showcase what and how countries across the world are 
treating animals.  

It also aims to highlight countries that are doing well for 
animal welfare. Also, if they fall short on animal welfare 
policies they can take necessary steps to improve. The 
Animal Protection Index 2020 ranks various countries from 
A (highest score) to G (lowest score) as per their policies 
and constitutional system.
India has scored 'C' ranking in the Animal Protection Index 
2020. Some other countries like Spain, New Zealand, 
France, and Mexico also attained 'C' ranking in the index. 
India has also made progress in protecting animals used in 
scientific research. 
India has banned the use of cosmetic products on animals 
in 2013. India was the first country in Asia 
to ban the import of cosmetic products that 
were tested on animals in 2014.  On the 
other hand, API said that India can consider 
many domains for improvement in the 
animal welfare sector. 

India becomes the third largest 
producer of Electricity      19 Mar' 20

As per the Key World Energy Statistics 2019 
published by the International Energy Agency, 
India has been ranked as the 3rdlargest producer 

of electricity in the world. With a generation of 1,497 
Terawatt-hour (TWh), India is the third largest producer 
and the third largest consumer of electricity in the world 
after the US and China. India was 106th in terms of per 
capita consumption in 2017. Although power generation 
has grown more than 100-fold since independence, growth 
in demand has been even higher due to accelerating 
economic activity. 
KWES is published by the International Energy Agency. 
It is part of the IEA’s annual edition of the world’s most 
comprehensive series of energy databases and data 
services, which include World Energy Statistics and 
Balances and the full range of Fuel Information Data 
Services.
India has now become power surplus from power deficit. 
Therefore, it is currently focusing on supply of quality 
power to consumers. As of December 2019, the National 
Electric Grid had an installed capacity of 368.79 GW. 
India’s power production is dominated by coal. As of May 
2019, 72% of India’s electricity was generated from coal-
based power plants. However, several energy institutes 
predict that dependence of India on coal 
is to reduce. For instance, the BP Energy 
Outlook, 2019 says that India’s primary 
energy consumption is to decline from 56% 
(2017) to 48% in 2040.
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 # Supreme Court lifts RBI ban on crutocurrency trade
 # Top court's decision comes after hearing several 

petitions challenging RBI's April 2018 order
 # The development comes almost two years after trading 

in virtual currency was banned by RBI.

What Court says?
Its decision comes after hearing several petitions challenging 
RBI's April 2018 order imposing a ban on financial firms or 
individuals in India from trading in cryptocurrencies.
RBI did not consider the availability of alternatives before 
issuing the impugned circular. The Supreme Court on March 
4 set aside an April 6, 2018, circular of the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) prohibiting banks and entities regulated by it from 
providing services in relation to virtual currencies (VCs).
RBI has not come out with a stand that any of the entities 
regulated by it namely, nationalised banks/scheduled 
commercial banks/cooperative banks/NBFCs, have suffered 
any loss or adverse effect directly or indirectly, on account 
of virtual currencies (VCs). Court found the RBI circular 
“disproportionate” with an otherwise consistent stand taken 
by the central bank that VCs were not prohibited in the 
country. Besides, the court found that the RBI did not consider 
the availability of alternatives before issuing the circular.

No Power at all for RBI (Ultra vires)
The first ground of attack revolves around the power of 
RBI to deal with, regulate or even ban VCs and VCEs. 
The entire foundation of this contention rests on the stand 
taken by the petitioners that VCs are not money or other 
legal tender, but only goods/commodities, falling outside 
the purview of the RBI Act, 1934, Banking Regulation Act, 
1949 and the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007. 
In fact, the impugned Circular of RBI dated 0604-2018 was 
issued in exercise of the powers conferred upon RBI by 
all these three enactments. Therefore, if virtual currencies 
do not fall within subject matter covered by any or all of 
these three enactments and over which RBI has a statutory 
control, then the petitioners will be right in contending that 
the Circular is ultra vires.
Role assigned to, functions entrusted to and the powers 
conferred upon RBI as a Central Bank  

6.4. The Reserve Bank of India was established under Act 
2 of 1934 for the purpose of 
(i)  Regulating the issue of bank notes, 
(ii)  Keeping of reserves with a view to securing monetary 

stability in the country and 
(iii)  Operating the currency and credit system of the country 

to its advantage. The role of a central bank such as 
the Reserve Bank in an economy is to manage (i) the 
currency (ii) the money supply and (iii) interest rates. 
The unique feature of a central bank is the monopoly 
that it has on increasing the monetary base in the state 
and the control it has in the printing of the national 
currency. The central bank virtually functions as “a 
lender of last resort” to banks suffering a liquidity crisis.

Prohibition on dealing in Virtual 
Currencies (VCs) by RBI
1. Reserve Bank has repeatedly through its public notices 

on December 24, 2013, February 01, 2017 and December 
05, 2017, cautioned users, holders and traders of virtual 
currencies, including Bitcoins, regarding various risks 
associated in dealing with such virtual currencies. 

2.  Regulated entities which already provide such services 
shall exit the relationship within three months from the 
date of this circular. 

3.  These instructions are issued in exercise of powers 
conferred by section 35A read with section 36(1)(a) of 
Banking Regulation Act, 1949, section 35A read with 
section 36(1)(a) and section 56 of the Banking Regulation 
Act, 1949, section 45JA and 45L of the Reserve Bank of 
India Act, 1934 and Section 10(2) read with Section 18 of 
Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007.

Order of Reserve Bank of India:
Reserve Bank of India (hereinafter, “RBI”) issued a “Statement 
on Developmental and Regulatory Policies” on April 5, 2018, 
paragraph 13 of which directed the entities regulated by RBI 
(i)  Not to deal with or provide services to any individual or 

business entities dealing with or settling virtual currencies.
(ii)  To exit the relationship, if they already have one, with 

such individuals/ business entities, dealing with or 
settling virtual currencies (VCs).

Adline Castelino has been crowned as the winner of LIVA Miss Diva Universe 2020 
competition.

Crypto Currency- The 
Supreme Court verdict
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RBI cautions
The creation, trading or usage of VCs including Bitcoins, as 
a medium for payment are not authorised by any central bank 
or monetary authority. No regulatory approvals, registration 
or authorisation is stated to have been obtained by the entities 
concerned for carrying on such activities. As such, they may 
pose several risks to their users, including the following: 
# VCs being in digital form are stored in digital/electronic 

media that are called electronic wallets. Therefore, they are 
prone to losses arising out of hacking, loss of password, 
compromise of access credentials, malware attack etc. 

# Payments by VCs, such as Bitcoins, take place on 
a peer-to-peer basis without an authorised central 
agency which regulates such payments. As such, there 
is no established framework for recourse to customer 
problems / disputes / charge backs etc. 

# There is no underlying or backing of any asset for VCs. 
As such, their value seems to be a matter of speculation. 

# Huge volatility in the value of VCs has been noticed in 
the recent past. Thus, the users are exposed to potential 
losses on account of such volatility in value. 

# It is reported that VCs, such as Bitcoins, are being 
traded on exchange platforms set up in various 
jurisdictions whose legal status is also unclear. Hence, 
the traders of VCs on such platforms are exposed to 
legal as well as financial risks. 

# There have been several media reports of the usage of 
VCs, including Bitcoins, for illicit and illegal activities 
in several jurisdictions.  

Arguments by the Internet and 
Mobile Association of India (IMAI)
Cryptocurrency is not strictly currency and was more in 
the nature of commodity, and RBI does not have powers 
to impose such ban in the absence of a law in that regard 
prohibiting cryptocurrency. India should look at most other 
nations that are not only allowing cryptocurrency trading, 
but have moved to launch their own virtual currencies.

Precautionary steps taken by 
petitioners 
The next contention of the petitioners is that the VC 
exchanges run by them have already put in place certain 
best practices such as 
(i)  Avoidance of cash transactions 
(ii)  Enhanced KYC norms and 
(iii)  Confining their services only to persons within India. 
Therefore, it is contended that all the issues flagged by RBI 
have already been addressed and that therefore, there was no 
necessity to disconnect the trade from the regular banking 

channels. But the fact of the matter is that enhanced KYC norms 
may remove anonymity of the customer, but not that of the VC.

Background of cryptocurrency:
Though the idea of digital cash appears to have been first 
introduced by David Lee Chaum, an American Computer 
Scientist and Cryptographer way back in 1983 in a research 
paper and was actually launched by him in 1990 through 
a company by name Digicash, the company filed for 
bankruptcy in 1998, with Digicash becoming Digi-crash. 
according to Nathaniel Popper, the New York Times 
journalist, in 1997, when a British Cypherpunk6 by name 
Adam Back released a plan called hashcash, which claimed 
to have solved some of the problems that stalled the digital 
cash project. Another Cypherpunk by name Nick Szabo, 
came with a concept called bitgold, which attempted to 
solve hashcash’s shortcomings. Soon, an American by 
name Wei Dai came up with something called b-money. 
Bitcoin, first released as open-source software in 2009, is 
generally considered the first decentralized cryptocurrency. 
Since the release of bitcoin, over 6,000 altcoins (alternative 
variants of bitcoin, or other cryptocurrencies) have been created.

Financial Action Task Force report:
The FATF report defined ‘Virtual currency’ as a digital 
representation of value that can be traded digitally and 
functioning as 
(1)  A medium of exchange; and/or 
(2)  A unit of account; and/or 
(3)  A store of value, but not having a legal tender status. 

Cryptocurrency:
A cryptocurrency (or crypto currency) is a digital asset 
designed to work as a medium of exchange that uses strong 
cryptography to secure financial transactions, control the 
creation of additional units, and verify the transfer of assets.
Cryptocurrencies can act like real money—in a sense, 
they are real money —but they take the form of digital, 
or virtual form and are not managed or governed by any 
central authority. A true product of the digital age, no 
banks, governments, or any middleman need be involved. 
The decentralized control of each cryptocurrency works 
through distributed ledger technology, typically a blockchain, 
that serves as a public financial transaction database.
Examples: Bitcoin, Bitcoin Cash, Litecoin, Ethereum, 
Ripple, Stellar, NEO, Cardano, and IOTA etc.
Cryptography: is a method of protecting information and 
communications through the use of codes so that only those 
for whom the information is intended can read and process 
it. The pre-fix "crypt" means "hidden" or "vault" and the 
suffix "graphy" stands for "writing."

Serbia's Ognjen Stojanovic and Barbara Riveros of Chile emerged victorious in the men's 
and women's sections respectively in the NTT ASTC Triathlon Asian Cup.
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Indian golfer Honey Baisoya earned an Asian Tour card by finishing T-23 in the gruelling 

five-round 2020 Asian Tour Qualifying School.

On January 7, 2020, Jan Aushadi Diwas was celebrated. The 
day is being celebrated to commemorate the achievements of 
Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadi Pariyojana. PM Modi 
interacted with seven Pradhan Mantri Janaushadhi Pariyojana 
Kendras as a part of celebration of the day. The branded 
(Generic) medicines are sold at significantly higher prices than 
their unbranded generic equivalents, though are identical in 
the therapeutic value. Given the widespread poverty across the 
country, making available reasonably priced quality generic 
medicines in the market would benefit everyone.
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) is 
a campaign launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals 
to provide quality medicines at affordable prices to the masses. 
PMBJP stores have been set up to provide generic drugs, 
which are available at lesser prices but are equivalent in quality 
and efficacy as expensive branded drugs. It was launched by 
the Department of Pharmaceuticals in November 2008 under 
the name Jan Aushadi Campaign. Bureau of Pharma PSUs 
of India (BPPI) is the implementation agency for PMBJP. 
A warehouse of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Pariyojna (PMBJP) has set up in Bilaspur Gurugram. It has 
established by Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI). 
The hi- tech warehouse will facilitate the unstoppable 
distribution of generic medicines in all PMBJP medical 
stores across India. Government won’t be manufacturing 
these medicines. Instead, these generic medicines will be 
procured from public as well as private manufacturers. The 
procured medicines will be put through quality testing and 
then rebranded as ‘Jan Aushadhi’. Also, medicines used 
for treatment of ailments like gastroenterology diseases, 
diabetes, respiratory diseases and cardiovascular disease. 
Essentially, government has identified 361 different types of 
drugs based on the overall sales and then narrowed down on 
the medicines produced using these drugs. These 361 drugs 
cover nearly all therapeutic categories. Government officials 
say that over time, more drugs and more medicines will be 
included in the Jan Aushadhi Yojana.

What is a Generic Medicine?
Generic medicines are unbranded medicines which are 
equally safe and having the same efficacy as that of branded 
medicines in terms of their therapeutic value. The prices 

of generic medicines are much cheaper than their branded 
equivalent.

Outreach of generic medicines:
# With developments like more and more doctors 

prescribing generic medicines and opening of 
over 5050 Janaushadhi stores across 652 districts, 
awareness and availability of high quality affordable 
generic medicines has increased in the country. About 
10-15 lakh people benefit from Janaushadhi medicines 
per day and the market share of generic medicines has 
grown over three fold from 2% to 7%in last 3 years.

# The Janaushadhi medicines have played a big role in 
bringing down the out of pocket expenditure of patients 
suffering from life threatening diseases in India. The 
PMBJP scheme has led to total savings of approximately 
Rs.2000 crores for common citizens, as these medicines 
are cheaper by 50% to 90% of average market price.

# The PMBJP is also providing a good source of self- 
employment with self-sustainable and regular earnings.

PMBJP Objectives:
# Making quality medicines available at affordable 

prices for all, particularly the poor and disadvantaged, 
through exclusive outlets Jan Aushadhi Medical Store.

# Reduce out of pocket expenses in healthcare by bringing 
down healthcare budget of every citizen through providing 
Quality generic Medicines at Affordable Prices.

# It intends to cover all therapeutic groups and create demand 
for generic medicines through medical practitioners.

Janaushadhi Kendras:
The Kendras are the biggest retail pharma chain in the world. 
They are spread across 700 districts. There are more than 
6,200 such Kendras in India. In 2019-20, the total sales at 
these outlets crossed Rs 390 crores. This saved Rs 2,200 
crores for common citizens. 20% trade margin shall be 
included in MRP for retailers and 10% for distributors. Jan 
Aushadhi stores and Distributors will be allowed 2% of total 
sales or actual loss, whichever is lower, as compensation 
against expiry of medicines. Expired goods need not be 
returned to Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI). Stocks 

Pradhan Mantri 
Bhartiya Janaushadhi 

Pariyojana
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India’s Jitender Kumar settled for the silver medal after losing to Kazakhstan’s defending 

champion Daniyar Kaisanov in the 74kg final of the Asian Wrestling Championships.

expiring at the C&F (clearing and forwarding) level will 
entirely be the loss of Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India 
(BPPI). Credit facility will be given to all Jan Aushadhi 
stores for 30 days against postdated cheques. Distributors 
will also get a credit of 60 days against post-dated cheques. 
C&F (clearing and forwarding) agencies will have to deposit 
a security amount depending upon the business.
There are specific requirements that must be fulfilled for 
opening a new store. These requirements are mentioned 
below:
# Applicants need to own a place for opening a store. The 

available place should have a minimum space of 120 sq. ft.
# Applicants need to have a Retail Drug License and an 

active TIN (Tax-Payer Identification Number).
# Applicants either need to have a certified pharmacist 

employed or they themselves should be pharmacists. 
If the applicants are pharmacists, they should be 
unemployed. If they are hiring a pharmacist, the State 
Council and the license registration number should be 
included in the application form.

# Applicants need to have updated and audited account 
for last 3 years and they need to produce their bank 
statements and sales return for last 3 years.

# An individuals who want to open Jan Aushadhi Stores 
will receive financial aid from government provided 
they fulfill the aforementioned requirements. Store 
owners will receive financial assistance of up to 
`200,000. Additionally, government will also provide 
`50,000 extra for hardware infrastructure purchase.

Jan Aushadi Sugam Application:
The PMBJP launched a mobile application in order to help 
people locate the Janaushadhi Kendras in the areas around 
them. Since smartphones are seen accessible to all the groups 
of the society, the PMBJP aims to promote their affordable 
healthcare scheme through available technology. Affordable 
healthcare seeker can easily find these PMBJK and get 
generic medicines at a substantially low cost compared to 
that of the branded OTC (over-the-counter) ones.

PMBJP Features:
 # Ensure access to quality medicines.
 # Extend coverage of quality generic medicines so as to 

reduce the out of pocket expenditure on medicines and 
thereby redefine the unit cost of treatment per person.

 # Create awareness about generic medicines through 
education and publicity so that quality is not 
synonymous with only high price.

 # A public programme involving Government, PSUs, 
Private Sector, NGO, Societies, Co-operative Bodies 
and other Institutions.

 # Create demand for generic medicines by improving access 
to better healthcare through low treatment cost and easy 
availability wherever needed in all therapeutic categories.

 # Under PMBJP, Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Kendras (PMBJK) are set up across the country so as 
to reduce the out of pocket expenses for health care.

 # The Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) under 
the Department of Pharmaceuticals is involved in 
coordinating, procuring, supplying and marketing 
generic medicines through PMBJK.

 # The procured generic medicines are sold at 50% to 
90% lesser prices as compared to the market prices of 
branded medicines.

 # All drugs procured under this scheme are tested for 
quality assurance at NABL (National Accreditation 
Board Laboratories) accredited laboratories and 
is compliant with WHO GMP (World Health 
Organisation’s Good Manufacturing Practices) 
benchmarks. Government grants of up to 2.5 Lakhs 
are provided for setting up of PMBJKs.

 # They can be set up by doctors, pharmacists, entrepreneurs, 
Self Help Groups, NGOs, Charitable Societies, etc. at 
any suitable place or outside the hospital premises.

 # The railway ministry has given in-principle approval to 
opening up of Jan Aushadi Kendras at railway stations 
and other railway establishments under PMBJP. This is 
a significant move, as the access to generic medicines 
on railway stations would boost the accessibility, 
affordability of essential medicines and improve the 
convenience for the customers.

 # The biodegradable sanitary napkins which will be selling 
in all the Janaushadhi Pariyojana Kendras is will really 
boost the availability of cheap and hygienic napkins all 
across the nation. The current central government under 
the leadership of Mr. Modi is taking all the necessary 
steps to ensure quality medical care to women.

 # SUVIDHA napkin has special additive added in it, which 
makes it biodegradable when it reacts with oxygen after 
it is used and discarded. It will go long way in making 
basic hygiene requirement aid for women affordable 
especially for the underprivileged sections. 

 # It will be physically available at all Janaushadhi 
Kendras in country by World Menstrual Hygiene Day 
(May 28, 2018).

 # The launch of the cheap biodegradable napkins will 
benefits near about 58% of the Indian women who 
are still making use of home solution instead of using 
hygienic napkins.

 # These steps will help in fulfilling of vision of 
Affordable and Quality Healthcare for all and dream 
of Clean India & Green India.
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Yes Bank Limited is an Indian public bank 
headquartered in Mumbai, India and was founded by 
Rana Kapoor and Ashok Kapur in 2004. It offers wide 
range of banking and financial products for corporate 
and retail customers through retail banking and asset 
management services.

Context
One of the major private player Yes Bank (India’s fifth 
largest private sector bank) has also come under the RBI 
action for mounting bad loans.

It placed the financially troubled Yes Bank under a 
moratorium, the Reserve Bank of India announced a draft 
‘Scheme of Reconstruction’ that entails the State Bank 
of India investing capital to acquire a 49% stake in the 
restructured private lender.

Deterioration of Financial Position 
of Yes Bank
The financial condition Deteriorated due to its inability 
to raise capital to address potential loan losses. The bank 
was experiencing losses and inadequate profits in the 
last four quarters. It will also have adverse impacts on 
the Banking sector. People will gravitate towards public 
sector banks which are already reluctant to provide 
credit.

Private Banks will be forced to offer higher deposit rates, 
keeping the cost of credit higher.

Thereby banks will not be able to cater the credit 
requirement which is a prerequisite to realise the dream of 
becoming a $5 trillion economy by 2024-2025.

Crisis of Yes Bank 
The alacrity with which the bailout has been proposed is 
commendable, given that Yes Bank’s stock tumbled 56% 
on the BSE, eroding shareholders’ holdings and dragging 
the 10-bank S&P BSE Bankex down with it, an indicator of 
the contagion risk that a sudden bank resolution can pose to 
the financial system.

Why Yes bank has collapsed?
Domino effect of IL&FS crisis: Yes Bank illustrates the 
widening damage from India’s shadow banking crisis, 
which has left the Bank with a growing pile of bad loans.

Yes Bank’s total exposure to Infrastructure Leasing & 
Financial Services and Dewan Housing Finance Corp was 
11.5% as of September 2019.

Rising NPA's: Apart from these, Yes Bank suffered a 
dramatic doubling in gross non-performing assets over the 
April-September 2019 to `17,134 crores.

The bank was facing regular outflow of liquidity. It means 
that the bank was witnessing withdrawal of deposits 
from customers. Governance issues: The bank has also 
experienced serious governance issues and practices in 
recent years which have led to a steady decline of the bank. 
For instance, the bank under-reported NPAs to the tune of 
Rs 3,277 crore in 2018-19.

The reason behind Yes Bank crisis 
and what RBI is doing?
Yes Bank, India’s fifth largest private sector lender, is in 
the middle of a crisis as the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
has taken over its affairs and placed strict limits on its 
operations. The RBI is also devising a rescue plan for the 
bank.

Yes Bank has struggled to raise capital it needs to stay 
above regulatory requirements as it battles high levels of 
bad loans. It has been trying to raise $2 billion in fresh 
capital since late last year, and in February delayed its 
December-quarter results.

Impacts on Customers
Amount deducted towards loan and premium payments 
will be impacted if it is higher than Rs. 50,000.

It will have an impact on customers whose salary account 
is linked to Yes Bank

The possibility of renewing or granting loans and making 
investments by the bank will reduce.

An Unfolding Crisis
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India's 1year old Grandmaster D Gukesh emerged champion in the 34th Cannes Open in Cannes, 
France, beating Harutyun Bargseghyan of the host nation in the final round to end with 7.5 points.

RBI has extended Rs 60,000 Crore 
Credit Line to Yes Bank
The Reserve Bank of India has extended Rs 60,000-crore 
credit line to Yes Bank Ltd. for meeting obligations to 
depositors. This is in line with the assurance given by RBI 
Governor Shaktikanta Das, that the regulator is ready to 
offer liquidity to Yes Bank after lifting of moratorium. "I 
would like to mention that Yes Bank has enough liquidity 
to meet any requirement. 

According to Section 17 of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 
1934, the central bank can provide liquidity support to any 
lender in the form of loans and advances against collateral 
such as stocks, funds and securities (other than immovable 
property) in which a trustee is authorised to invest trust 
money by an Act of Parliament.

Why Yes Bank has suddenly 
become the sixth largest bank by 
market capital?
On 6 March, the market value of Yes Bank Ltd fell to as 
low as `1,441 crore in intraday trading. It then seemed like 
there is no hope left for the private sector lender.

However, within a week, a group of lenders cobbled 
together by the government and the Reserve Bank of India 
said they will invest `10,000 crore in the bank at `10 per 
share, valuing it at `12,550 crore.

In just the next two trading sessions, Yes Bank shares 
zoomed to `58.65, with the lender now valued at as much 
as ̀ 73,600 crore, far higher than bigger peer IndusInd Bank 
Ltd, which is valued at `42,000 crore.

List of Investors & Banks which 
invested Shares in Yes Bank
The Cabinet approved the reconstruction scheme 
proposed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for private 
sector lender YES Bank that will be led by State Bank of 
India (SBI). Other participants in the plan include HDFC 
Bank, ICICI Bank, Axis Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
RK Damani, Rakesh Jhunjhunwala and the Azim Premji 
Trust, which will invest a total Rs 12,000 crore, said 
people with knowledge of the matter. SBI had said it will 
invest Rs 7,250 crore in YES Bank in an exchange filing.

HDFC and ICICI Bank will invest Rs 1,000 crore each, 
while Axis Bank said it will put in Rs 600 crore. SBI will 
have to retain a minimum 26% stake in YES Bank for three 
years, as per the RBI plan. As for the other investors, they 
will have to keep three-fourths of their holdings for three 
years.

Governance Issues
The bank had serious governance issues. That is the reason 
former Deputy Governor of RBI Mr.R Gandhi was included 
in the BOD of the yes bank. Ultimately the bank reported 
NPA of Rs 3,277 crore in 2018-19.

Yes Bank’s troubles are not exactly new or unique and 
its problems with mounting bad and dodgy loans reflect 
the underlying woes in the borrower industries, ranging 
from real estate to power and non-banking financial 
companies.

The continued inability of several corporates to repay their 
loans resulting in many landing up in insolvency proceedings 
has meant that lenders have been the hardest hit.

Yes Bank, which is yet to report third-quarter financials, 
suffered a dramatic doubling in gross non-performing 
assets over the April-September six-month period to 17,134 
crore, even as it scrambled to raise capital to shore up its 
balance sheet.

Huge Liabilities
The Yes Bank has a total liability of 24 thousand crore 
dollars. The bank has a balance sheet of about $40 billion 
(2.85 lakh crore rupees). The Yes Bank has to pay $ 2 
billion to increase the capital base.

With the economy in the throes of a persistent slowdown, 
the prospects of banks’ burden of bad loans easing soon are 
limited.

The fact that the lender ended up at the resolution stage, 
without ever being placed under the central bank’s 
Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework, also raises 
a question mark over how and why Yes Bank eluded the 
specifically tailor-made solution to address weakness at 
banks.

Conclusion
With several other public sector banks currently engaged in 
merging with weaker peers as part of the Centre’s plan, it 
has fallen on the country’s largest bank to play the role of a 
white knight to a private rival.

While Yes Bank’s depositors are sure to heave a huge sigh 
of relief, India’s banking sector is still far from out of the 
woods. Clearly, the RBI and Centre have their task cut out 
in ensuring that the need for such bailouts is obviated.

This could then be a good opportunity for the RBI to review 
its PCA guideposts and revise them to ensure that such a 
slipping under the radar does not recur. The choice of SBI 
as the investor to effect the bailout reflects the paucity of 
options the government has.
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Introduction to Global Pandemic-
The number of people who die due to coronavirus disease - 
COVID-19 infection is increasing day by day. There is a need 
to adopt a flexible public health system to prevent the spread 
of the epidemic called COVID-19 in India at present. In 
addition, the government is required to issue clear guidelines 
to ministries, ban travel, suspend visas, mass screening and 
contact tracing as well as adopt a multi-layered strategy for 
regular dissemination of information to the public.
It is undoubtedly a commendable step by Prime Minister of 
India to provide a quick response involving all stakeholders 
in this diversity country and to vigorously follow the 
guidelines given by WHO to prevent this epidemic. With 
these measures, we are confident that India will be able to 
successfully limit the spread of the disease.
More than 360 cases of covid-19 have been found in 
India, in which seven have died. 23 people have recovered 
completely. Many states including Delhi have announced a 
lockdown to prevent the corona virus from spreading.

Public Health System -
Meanwhile in Italy, the number of coronavirus cases and 
deaths continues to increase. Doctors and nurses are under 
increasing pressure and are calling for help while medical 
supplies are running fast. In the US, dozens of health care 
workers have become ill with Covid-19.
The need of the hour is to create a flexible "public health 
system" in India that can prevent diseases, promote good 
health and be able to withstand the outbreak of the disease. 
Human beings should also be able to treat the epidemic by 
reducing their impact on life.

What is Global Pandemic?
The term pandemic is used for those infectious diseases 
that are spreading to people from different countries of 
the world at the same time. Earlier in 2009, swine flu was 
declared an epidemic.
According to the World Health Organization, when the virus 
is brand new, it is infecting nearby people through contact 
and has no cure or the number of deaths is increasing rapidly, 
then it can be declared an epidemic. The most devastating 

pandemic in the world was the Black Death which killed more 
than 100 million people in the world. Currently, the corona 
virus has taken the form of a global epidemic and the number 
of people dying due to this disease is increasing day by day.

How fast is the corona virus 
spreading?
There are hundreds of cases of corona virus being reported 
worldwide. But it is also believed that many cases will still 
have escaped the eyes of health agencies.
According to the latest data from the World Health 
Organization, 2,07,860 cases of corona virus infection have 
been confirmed so far in 166 countries of the world.
The most cases of infection with this virus have been 
reported in China, Italy, Iran and Korea.

How pestilent is the corona virus?
Compared to the statistics of corona virus infection, the 
number of people killed is extremely low. While these figures 
cannot be relied upon completely, the data suggests that the 
rate of death due to infection can be only one to two percent. 
Currently, thousands of people infected with it are being 
treated in many countries and the death toll may increase.
A World Health Organization study based on information 
gathered about 56,000 infected people suggests that -
6% people became seriously ill due to this virus. These included 
lung failure, septic shock, organ failure and risk of death. Severe 
signs of infection were seen in 14 percent of the people. There 
were problems in breathing and problems in breathing.
Minor signs of infection such as fever and cough were 
seen in 80% of the people. Pneumonia was also seen in 
many people due to this. Older people and those already 
suffering from respiratory disease (asthma) due to corona 
virus infection, those facing problems like diabetes and 
heart disease are more likely to become seriously ill.

A Look at the Corona Infection in 
the World (COVID-19)
Experts say nine out of a thousand persons infected with 
coronavirus are feared to have died. Yet the death rate of 
elderly people from this virus is the highest

Budding squash player Yash Fadte from Goa has won the prestigious French Junior Open.

Pandemic and Public Health System
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Current situation - The number of people infected with 
the corona virus worldwide has crossed 3, 49,807.
Corona virus death rate

 # 0 percent in children up to 9 years old
 # 0.2 percent among people aged 10–39 years
 # 0.4 percent among people aged 40-49
 # 1.3 percent among people aged 50-59
 # 3.6 percent among people aged 60-69
 # 8 percent among people aged 70-79
 # 14.8 percent of people over 80 years old

Basic information about COVID-19 
What is corona virus?
Corona virus i.e. Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is a 
very subtle but effective virus. The corona virus is 900 
times smaller than human hair. Novel corona virus (NCOV 
/ COVID-19) is the seventh virus in the corona virus family. 
Six types of corona viruses have been reported so far. Its 
genetic structure is similar to the SARS virus found in up 
to 80 percent of bats.
In December 2019, the first case of novel corona virus 
(Covid-19) came to light in Wuhan city of China. Fever, 
colds, colds, cough and difficulty in breathing were found 
among the people affected by this infection. According 
to the World Health Organization (WHO), fever, cough, 
shortness of breath are its symptoms.
What are the symptoms of corona virus infection?
The corona virus infects the lungs after it reaches the human 
body. This causes fever first, followed by dry cough. There 
may be problems with breathing later. It takes an average 
of five days for the virus to start showing signs of infection. 
However, scientists say that in some people, its symptoms 
may be seen even later. According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), it can take up to 14 days for the virus 
to reach the body and show symptoms. However some 
researchers believe that this time can be as long as 24 days.
The main symptom of corona virus is high fever. According to 
the World Health Organization (WHO), 88 percent have fever, 
68 percent cough and cough, 38 percent fatigue, 18 percent 
breathlessness, 14 percent body and head pain, 11 percent if 
infected with the corona virus. Has symptoms of chills and 
diarrhea in 4 percent. The symptoms of this disease are similar 
to the flu. As a result of infection, problems like fever, cold, 
shortness of breath, runny nose and sore throat arise. This 
virus spreads from one person to another. The corona virus 
can also be fatal in some cases. Especially older people and 
those who already have asthma, diabetes and heart disease.
Ways to prevent coronavirus -
The Ministry of Health has issued guidelines to prevent 
coronavirus. According to these, hands should be washed 
with soap. Alcohol-based hand rub can also be used. Keep 

the nose and mouth covered with handkerchief or tissue 
paper while coughing and peeling. Stay away from people 
who have cold and flu symptoms. Avoid the consumption 
of eggs and meat. Avoid exposure to wild animals.
Some easy steps of WHO for prevention of Coronavirus -
The World Health Organization (WHO) has outlined 
some simple steps that can help prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus and prevent its infection.
According to the World Health Organization, the 
coronavirus 'Covid 19', including India, Britain, and Italy, 
has now spread to 186 countries in the world and has 
caused about 14,600 deaths.
To avoid coronavirus 'Covid 19', you should wash your 
hands regularly with soap and water. When someone 
infected with the coronavirus coughs or sneezes, very fine 
particles of his spit are spread in the air. These particles 
contain viruses of the coronavirus.
When approaching an infected person, these viral particles can 
enter your body via breath. If you touch a place where these 
particles have fallen and then touch your eye, nose or mouth 
with the same hand, then these particles reach your body.
In this case, using tissue while coughing and sneezing, not 
touching your face without washing hands and avoiding 
contact with the infected person is extremely important to 
prevent the virus from spreading.
According to medical experts, face masks do not provide 
effective protection. Public Health India has said that those 
who believe that they are infected should avoid going to 
the doctor, pharmacy or hospital and seek information by 
phone or online from the health workers present in their 
area. Those who have returned to India after traveling to 
other countries have been advised to separate themselves 
from others for a few days. Other countries have also taken 
steps like closing school colleges and canceling public 
meetings in their own countries to avoid this virus.
The World Health Organization has also released 
information about ways to take precautions for the people. 
The person should contact their local health service officer 
or employee if they show signs of infection. Those who 
have come in contact with the corona virus-infected person 
in the past are being investigated.
All patients arriving at the hospital with symptoms of flu (colds 
and shortness of breath) are tested by healthcare authorities. 
You are asked to wait until the test results are out and keep 
yourself away from others. Treatment of corona virus is based 
on helping the patient's body breathe and increasing the body's 
immunity so that the person's body is able to fight the virus 
itself. Work is still underway to make Corona virus vaccine.
If you come in contact with an infected person, you may be 
advised to stay away from others for a few days.

Piramal Enterprises' consumer products division has roped in former captain of the Indian 
cricket team, Sourav Ganguly, as the brand ambassador for its antacid brand Polycrol.
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Branch Name Phone Number

Agra 9235253430

Ahmedabad 9228202732

Ajmer 9261503888

Aligarh 7706008037

Prayagraj (Allahabad) 9235253403

Alwar 9521177944

Ambala 9253058711

Asansol 7430997115

Azamgarh 9208242842

Budaun 9627671787

Bahraich 9208249852

Balasore 9583185223

Ballia 9208243152

Banda 9554334847

Bengaluru 9538712808

Bareilly 9235253431

Basti 7706008031

Berhampur 9078907945

Bhagalpur 9204363221

Bhilai-Durg 8878783345

Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901

Bhubaneshwar 9237026745

Bijnor 7706008027

Bilaspur 8878817515

Bulandshahr 7706008030

Chandigarh 9256002024

Cuttack 7894013095

Darbhanga 9204303818

Dehradun 9236510116

Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515

Delhi Kingsway 9268561517

Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355

Delhi Munirka 9210092245

Delhi Rohini 9250239671

Deoria 9208248122

Dhanbad 9204979723

Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987

Etah 9208237386

Ayodhya (Faizabad) 9235253421

Faridabad 9643396140

Farrukhabad 7706008029

Fatehpur 9554330811

Firozabad 9208235736

Gaya 9234211469

Ghaziabad 9212229724

Ghazipur 9208244539

Gonda 9208250778

Gorakhpur 9235253400

Gurugram 9643396139

Guwahati 8134935078

Gwalior 9200377275

Haldwani 9208256021

Hardoi 9208248208

Haridwar 7706008034

Hisar 9253678050

Hoshangabad 8358831338

Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar

7032410704

Indore 7581800953

Jabalpur 9229174905

IT company Tech Mahindra has signed an agreement to acquire 100 per cent stake in US-
based Zen3 Infosolutions for $64 million (Rs 460 crore) in an all-cash deal.
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Jaipur 6386903166

Jammu 8317092664

Jamshedpur 8877187640

Jaunpur 9208244355

Jhansi 9235253424

Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484

Kanpur Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143

Karnal 8930175568

Kolkata 9230141497

Kurukshetra 9253678053

Lakhimpur 9208251562

Lucknow Alambagh 
PO

9235253501

Lucknow Bhootnath 9235253502

Lucknow Gomti Nagar 9235253548

Lucknow Mahanagar 
PO

9235253443

Lucknow Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028

Mainpuri 9208241450

Mathura 7706008072

Meerut 9235253448

Mirzapur 9628763418

Moradabad 9235253442

Mumbai 9221944071

Muzaffarnagar 7706008032

Muzaffarpur 9204303515

Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073

Nasik 9168512624

Noida 9953948834

Orai 9208237457

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305

Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660

Pune 9225231629

Raebareilly 9235253412

Raipur 9229174912

Rajkot 9979316870

Ranchi 9204855313

Rewa 7415690904

Roorkee 7706008033

Sagar 7509219781

Saharanpur 9235253445

Sambalpur 8594958962

Shahjahanpur 9208256201

Shimla 8894100342

Siliguri 7602742939

Sitapur 7706008028

Sultanpur 9208252915

Surat 9537360459

Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029

Vadodara 9537589477

Varanasi 9235253419

Vishakapatnam 9966593419

Warangal 8142230661

The government formally announced the constitution of the 22nd Law Commission.
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D. Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D. Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha -
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sushil Chandra
   9. Director General, ITBP S S Deshwal
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner Sharad Kumar
  11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajiv Mehrishi
  13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somanath
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director Rishi Kumar Shukla
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
  20. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  21. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K. N. Vyas
  22. Chairman, SSC Braj Raj Sharma
  23. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  24. Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India Vivek Joshi
  25. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Pramod Chandra Mody
  26. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  27. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  28. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  29. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
  30. Home Secretary  Ajay Kumar Bhalla
  31. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  32. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N. K. Singh
  33. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
  34. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  35. President, ASSOCHAM Balkrishan Goenka
  36. Chairman, NASSCOM Keshav Murugesh
  37. Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat
  38. Chief of Air Staff Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria
  39. Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Karambir Singh
  40. Chief of Army Staff General Manoj Mukund Naravane
  41. Chief, RAW Samant Goel
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre A.K. Mohanty
  43. National Commission for Scheduled Castes Ram Shankar Katheria
  44. President, FICCI Sandip Somany
  45. Chairman of 21st Law Commission Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. DG of National Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
  49. Finance Secretary  Ajay Bhushan Pandey
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Rajnish Kumar
Data as on 30th March, 2020

HCL Infosystems said its Managing Director Raghavan Rangarajan has resigned due to 
personal reasons.
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EDITORIAL WORD

Haul (Noun and Verb) - 

(of a person) pull or drag with effort or force.

Ex: "He hauled his bike out of the shed"

OTHER DEFINITIONS

As verb:

1a: to cause (something) to move by pulling or drawing

Ex: haul a wagon

1b: to obtain or move by or as if by hauling

Ex: He was hauled to parties night after night by his wife.

1c: to transport in a vehicle: CART

Ex: The cattle were hauled to market.

2: to change the course of (a ship) especially so as to sail 
closer to the wind

3: to bring before an authority for interrogation or 
judgment 

Intransitive verb

1: To exert traction- Pull

Ex: Haul back on the reins.

2: to move along: PROCEED

Ex: About three o'clock we hauled into Moonridge.

3: To furnish transportation

Ex: There is a nominal charge for hauling.

Haul as noun:

1a: The act or process of pulling.

Ex: The rope stood up under the strain of the haul.

1b: A device for pulling or carting something: 

2a: The result of an effort to obtain, collect, or win

Ex: The burglar's haul.

2b: The quantity of fish taken in a single draft of a net.

3a: The act or process of transporting something in a 
vehicle.

3b: The length or course of a transportation route.

PRONUNCIATION

Let us deal with the pronunciation of the word ‘haul’, it is 
to be pronounced as ‘ball’, just ‘b’ is to be replaced with 
‘h’.

MORE EXAMPLE SENTENCES

 # He told the chief officer to haul the ship off four points.

 # If you haul hard you will divert the fish.

 # A crane had to be used to haul the car out of the stream.

 # They managed to haul the survivors aboard the vessel.

 # All the farm workers had to help to haul the bags of 
cattle food down from the cart.

 # The junkmen are going to haul away my old appliances.

 # Because I can’t haul the huge couch to my apartment, 
I won’t purchase it.

 # It took several men to haul the fallen tree out of our yard.

 # According to the captain, his small fishing boat can 
haul a huge amount of cargo. 

 # We can’t put up the volleyball net until the yard 
workers haul off the tree branches.

ORIGIN

Mid 16th century (originally in the nautical sense ‘trim 
sails for sailing closer to the wind’): variant of hale.

Synonyms & Antonyms for haul

Synonyms: Verb

drag, draw, hale, lug, pull, tow, tug

Synonyms: Noun

bounty, catch, take, yield

Antonyms: Verb

drive, propel, push

IDIOMATIC USAGE OF HAUL

Haul off

1 North American informal Leave; depart.

‘Rather than hurrying to finish my last doodle, I carefully 
pack it away in my bag and, along with the rest of my gear, 
haul off to my locker.’

1.1 Withdraw a little in preparation for some action.

‘He hauled off and smacked the kid’

Haul out

(of a seal or similar marine mammal) come out of the 
water to spend time on land.

‘Seals haul out to bask in areas where they can see and 
smell approaching predators’
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Q.1. Recently who has been appointed the Revenue 
Secretary as the new Finance Secretary?

 (1) Rajiv Kumar  (2) Ashok Srivastava
 (3) Ajay Kumar Bhalla (4) Ajay Bhushan Pandey
 (5) Pramod Kumar Mishra
Q.2. Who will be conferred with Swami Vivekananda 

Karmayogi Award, for his efforts in creating a 
man-made forest through reforestation?

 (1) Jadav Payeng  (2) Surendra Nishad
 (3) Rabiram Narzary (4) Ranjeet Das
 (5) Sudarshan Bora
Q.3. Which country has become the first country in 

the world to make public transport free to reduce 
traffic pressure on the road?

 (1) Ireland (2) Latvia (3) Vatican City
 (4) Luxembourg (5) Greece
Q.4. Indian Air Force has signed a MoU with which 

university to establish a "Chair of Excellence"?
 (1) Guru Nanak Dev University
 (2) Mahatma Gandhi University
 (3) Savitribai Phule University
 (4) Kurukshetra University
 (5) Jawaharlal Nehru University
Q.5. Recently Muhyiddin Yassin has been appointed as 

the new Prime Minister of which country?
 (1) Myanmar (2) Malaysia (3) Maldives
 (4) Magnolia (5) Mali
Q.6. Airport Authority of India & which State 

Government have signed a memorandum of 
understanding for the construction of six centers for 
manufacturing domestic agricultural equipment?

 (1) Sikkim (2) Assam (3) Mizoram
 (4) Tripura (5) Manipur
Q.7. Former India hockey player Balbir Singh Kullar 

has passed away recently, he was related to which 
state?

 (1) Haryana (2) Punjab (3) Rajasthan
 (4) Maharashtra (5) Madhya Pradesh
Q.8. Recently who has won ATP Mexican Open title 

2020?
 (1) Novak Djokovic (2) Taylor Fritz
 (3) Rafael Nadal  (4) Dominic Thiem
 (5) Nikola Mektic

Q.9. Javier Perez de Cuellar has passed away recently, 
he worked as Former Secretary General in which 
of the following organisation?

 (1) United Nation
 (2) World Bank
 (3) International Monetary Fund
 (4) World Health Organization
 (5) UNESCO
Q.10. Who has launched "Suposhit Maa Abhiyan" which 

aim to provide nutritional support to pregnant 
women and adolescent girls?

 (1) Om Borla  
 (2) Smriti Irani
 (3) Harshimarat Kaur Badal
 (4) Amit Shah
 (5) M. Venkaiah Naidu
Q.11. In which city the108th Indian Science Congress 

will be held?
 (1) Bengaluru (2) Pune (3) Hyderabad
 (4) Bhubaneswar (5) Ranchi
Q.12. What is the capital of Norway?
 (1) Sofia (2) Ottawa (3) Rwanda
 (4) Canberra (5) Oslo
Q.13. The theme of National Safety Day 2020 is "Enhance 

Health & Safety Performance by Use of Advanced 
Technology", it is celebrated every year on-

 (1) 01-Mar (2) 03-Mar (3) 04-Mar
 (4) 08-Mar (5) 05-Mar
Q.14. Recently who has become the third Woman 

Lieutenant General of India?
 (1) Madhuri Kanitkar (2) Radhika Sharma
 (3) Sandhya Agrawal (4) Anita Shukla
 (5) Rekha Sinha
Q.15. Recently who has assumed additional charge as 

Chairman and Managing Director of Metals and 
Minerals Trading Corporation Ltd?

 (1) Abhishek Singh
 (2) Sudhanshu Pandey
 (3) Abhay Kumar Pathak
 (4) Mahendra Agrawal
 (5) Sunil Saxena
Q.16. In which city the Antar Rashtriya Yog Mahotsav 

was inaugurated?

CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

Madhya Pradesh has become the first state in the country to launch the unified vehicle 
registration card.
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 (1) Rishikesh (2) New Delhi (3) Dehradun
 (4) Gorakhpur (5) Ranchi
Q.17. Recently who was appointed as CEO of Digitas 

India?
 (1) Manoj Chauhan (2) Unny Radhakrishnan
 (3) Kartik Agrawal (4) Rahul Joshi
 (5) Sanjay Sharma
Q.18. Who has been crowned as the winner of LIVA Miss 

Diva Universe 2020 competition recently?
 (1) Vartika Singh  (2) Adline Castelino
 (3) Akriti Vyas  (4) Nishi Bhardwaj
 (5) Aavriti Choudhary
Q.19. Where was the International Judicial Conference 

held recently?
 (1) New Delhi (2) Hyderabad (3) Chennai
 (4) Kolkata (5) Mumbai
Q.20. International Cricket Council banned which player 

from all forms of cricket for 7 years?
 (1) Rahmat Shah
 (2) Yousuf Abdulrahim Al Balushi
 (3) Hashmatullah Shahidi
 (4) Mohammad Shahzad
 (5) Rashid Khan
Q.21. Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad has resigned, 

he was the Prime Minister of which country?
 (1) Myanmar (2) Iran (3) Malaysia
 (4) Afghanistan (5) Maldives
Q.22. Which country will host the Commonwealth 

Shooting and Archery Championships in January 
2022?

 (1) India (2) China (3) Japan
 (4) Russia (5) Australia
Q.23. Which company announced to launch 100 X 100 X 

100 program for B2B start-ups?
 (1) Dell (2) Google (3) Lenovo
 (4) Microsoft (5) Adobe
Q.24. Who was released the book titled ‘Death- An Inside 

Story: A book for all those who shall’ authored by 
Jaggi Vasudev?

 (1) Ramnath Kovind (2) Rajnath Singh
 (3) M Venkaiah Naidu (4) Amit Shah
 (5) Narendra Modi
Q.25. Who won the Best Actor award at the Dadasaheb 

Phalke International Film Festival Awards?
 (1) Ranveer Singh (2) Akshay Kumar

 (3) Hrithik Roshan (4) Vicky Kaushal
 (5) Varun Dhawan
Q.26. Recently National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development (NABARD) has sanctioned 400.64 
crore rupees for which state/Union Territory?

 (1) Jammu and Kashmir (2) Uttar Pradesh
 (3) Assam  (4) Punjab
 (5) Gujarat
Q.27. Which mobile app was launched Government of 

India for Doorstep Diesel Delivery?
 (1) Fuel Finder  (2) Fuel Humsafar
 (3) My Fuel  (4) Online Fuel
 (5) Fuel Seva
Q.28. Which state government has decided to ban online 

food supply from all hotels, dhabas which do not 
follow the hygiene rating rules under the Food 
Standards and Safety Act?

 (1) Assam (2) Tripura (3) Punjab
 (4) Haryana (5) Himanchal Pradesh
Q.29. Who has been announced as the new Chief 

Executive Officer & President of Nokia?
 (1) Pekka Lundmark (2) Mary T Barra
 (3) Jack Dorsey  (4) Pawan Munjal
 (5) Sanjeev Mehta
Q.30. What is the ranked of Koneru Humphy in latest 

FIDE World Chess Ranking?
 (1) Third (2) First (3) Second
 (4) Fourth (5) Fifth
Q.31. What percentage has Fitch forecasted India's GDP 

growth rate for FY 2021?
 (1) 5.00% (2) 6.00% (3) 5.30%
 (4) 5.60% (5) 6.40%
Q.32. In which city Pusan Kristi Vigyan Mela 2020 was 

inaugurated by the Union Minister Narendra Singh 
Tomar recently?

 (1) Rishikesh (2) Udaipur (3) Dehradun
 (4) New Delhi (5) Varanasi
Q.33. In which city the 19th edition of the World 

Productivity Congress will be held?
 (1) Jaipur (2) Bengaluru (3) Raipur
 (4) Hyderabad (5) Chennai
Q.34. Government of India has declared National 

Chambal Sanctuary as Eco-Sensitive Zone recently, 
it is situated in which state?

 (1) Rajasthan  (2) Chhattisgarh
 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Gujarat
 (5) Uttar Pradesh

TransUnion Cibil, the largest credit information bureau, appointed Rajesh Kumar of HDFC 
Bank as its new managing director and chief executive.
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Q.35. The legislative assembly of which state has become 
paperless recently?

 (1) Himachal Pradesh (2) Arunachal Pradesh
 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Madhya Pradesh
 (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.36. The theme of World Wildlife Day 2020 is sustaining 

all life on Earth, it is celebrated every year on-
 (1) 2nd March (2) 5th March (3) 1st March
 (4) 3rd March (5) 8th March
Q.37. Student Health Card scheme for school children 

has been launched in which State/ UT recently?
 (1) Delhi  (2) Chandigarh
 (3) Jammu & Kashmir (4) Haryana
 (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.38. In which city the next cloud region of Google will 

be opened?
 (1) Bengaluru (2) New Delhi (3) Hyderabad
 (4) Kolkata (5) Chennai
Q.39. What is India’s economic growth rate for Financial 

Year 2020-21, as estimated by OECD?
 (1) 6.20% (2) 5.10% (3) 5.00%
 (4) 5.50% (5) 4.90%
Q.40. Which country recently launched two short-range 

missiles in its eastern sea?
 (1) Russia (2) China (3) Japan
 (4) North Korea (5) South Sudan
Q.41. Recently Rajeev Ranjan has been appointed as 

Advocate General of which state?
 (1) Jharkhand (2) Telangana (3) Bihar
 (4) Maharashtra (5) Assam
Q.42. Who among the following has won the Best Actress 

award in Oscars 2020?
 (1) Renee Zellwegar (2) Angelina Jolie
 (3) Katie Hudson  (4) Nichole Kidman
 (5) Oprah Winfrey
Q.43. Which country has won U-19 Cricket World Cup 

2020?
 (1) India  (2) Pakistan
 (3) Bangladesh  (4) Afghanistan
 (5) Australia
Q.44. Recently who has won the National Snooker 

championship that was held in Pune?
 (1) Pankaj Adwani (2) Aditya Mehta
 (3) Geet Sethi  (4) Subhash Agrawal
 (5) Brijesh Damini

Q.45. Which movie won the most awards at the Oscars 
2020?

 (1) 1917 
 (2) Joker
 (3) Marriage Story
 (4) Once Upon a Time in Hollywood
 (5) Parasite
Q.46. World Unani Day is celebrated every year on 

11 February, on the birth anniversary of which 
personality?

 (1) Hakim Ajmal Khan (2) Bidhan Chandra Roy
 (3) Surendra Banerjee (4) Rajkumari Amrit Kaur
 (5) K.C. Chaturvedi
Q.47. Who has released a book titled ‘A Child of Destiny’ 

an autobiography penned by Prof. K. Ramakrishna 
Rao?

 (1) Narendra Modi (2) Ramnath Kovind
 (3) Ramesh Pokhariyal (4) M Venkaiah Naidu
 (5) Amit Shah
Q.48. India’s 1st glass floor suspension bridge to be built 

in which city?
 (1) Patna (2) Varanasi (3) Rishikesh
 (4) Haridwar (5) Kolkata
Q.49. In which city the 33rd edition of the African Union 

summit was held recently?
 (1) Nairobi (2) Canberra (3) Abuja
 (4) Geneva (5) Addis Ababa
Q.50. Renee Zellweger won the best actress award for 

which film?
 (1) 1917 (2) Judy (3) Parasite
 (4) Little Women (5) The Irishman
Q.51. Recently which state government has decided 

to declare Cauvery Delta Region as a protected 
special agricultural zone?

 (1) Andhra Pradesh (2) Tamilnadu
 (3) Kerala  (4) Karnataka
 (5) Telangana
Q.52. Which Metro Rail has become 2nd largest metro 

network after Delhi in India?
 (1) Kolkata (2) Mumbai (3) Bengaluru
 (4) Hyderabad (5) Chennai
Q.53. Who has been named as Indian striker 2019 FIH 

Women's Rising Star of Year by International 
Hockey Federation?

 (1) Navneet Kaur (2) Lalremsiami (3) Savita
 (4) Gurjit Kaur (5) Neha Goyal

Hosni Mubarak, the former Egyptian president who ruled the country from 1981 until the 
revolution of 2011, has died at the age of 91.
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Q.54. The 6th edition of the mega industrial exhibition 
‘Engiexpo 2020’ was organised in which city?

 (1) Vadodara (2) Ahmedabad (3) Dehradun
 (4) Bhopal (5) Pun
Q.55. Which player has become the only player to be among 

the top five in ICC rankings across all formats?
 (1) Steve Smith  (2) Virat Kohli
 (3) Rohit Sharma  (4) Ab De Villiers
 (5) Babar Azam
Q.56. Recently which state government has launched toll 

free helpline numbers for students?
 (1) Maharashtra (2) Assam (3) Kerala
 (4) Odisha (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.57. Anjani Rathore has been appointed as its chief 

digital officer of which Bank?
 (1) ICICI Bank  (2) Indian Bank
 (3) Canara Bank  (4) HDFC Bank
 (5) IndusInd Bank
Q.58. Who has been honoured with coaches Lifetime 

Achievement Award by International Olympic 
Committee?

 (1) Pullela Gopichand (2) Manpreet Singh
 (3) Jugraj Singh  (4) Sanjay Bangar
 (5) Ramakrishna Sridhar
Q.59. The theme of International Day of Women and 

Girls in Science ‘2020’ is “Investment in Women 
and Girls in Science for Inclusive Green Growth”, 
it is celebrated on-

 (1) 10th February  (2) 11th February
 (3) 12th February  (4) 13th February
 (5) 20th February
Q.60. In which city the National Winter Games will be 

held from March 7, 2020?
 (1) Shimla (2) Srinagar (3) Gulmarg
 (4) Dehradun (5) Manali
Q.61. Recently which state has approved Ground Water 

Act-2020 to improve ground water levels?
 (1) Gujarat (2) Rajasthan (3) Assam
 (4) West Bengal (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.62. Recently who has become the youngest girl to 

climb the highest peak in South America, Mt 
Aconcagua?

 (1) Ayushi Dholakiya (2) Kaamya Karthikeyan
 (3) Avanee Chatuvedi (4) Shivangi Sharma
 (5) Anjali Swaroop

Q.63. Where was the 23rd National Conference 
on E-Governance held recently to transform 
governance using digital technologies?

 (1) Pune (2) Hyderabad (3) Chennai
 (4) Noida (5) Mumbai
Q.64. Padma Shri awardee Giriraj Kishore has passed 

away recently, he was awarded by Padma Shri 
Award in which year?

 (1) 2007 (2) 2000 (3) 2017
 (4) 2001 (5) 1999
Q.65. National Deworming Day is observed by the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare on-
 (1) 11th February  (2) 10th February
 (3) 9th February  (4) 12th February
 (5) 8th February
Q.66. Which state government has announced recently, an 

internship scheme for the tenth, 12th and graduate 
students of the state to brighten employment 
prospects?

 (1) Maharashtra (2) Bihar (3) Jharkhand
 (4) Uttar Pradesh (5) Odisha
Q.67. How much fund has been approved by Asian 

Development Bank USD to combat the spread of 
novel coronavirus?

 (1) 5 million (2) 2 million (3) 10 million
 (4) 8 million (5) 6 million
Q.68. What is the rank of Indian Institute of Management 

Bangalore at MOOCLab’s Business School 
Rankings 2020?

 (1) Third (2) First (3) Second
 (4) Fifth (5) Fourth
Q.69. Recently Governor of Madhya Pradesh has 

inaugurated Hunar Haat in Indore, who is the 
Governor of Madhya Pradesh?

 (1) Phagu Chauhan (2) Kalraj Mishra
 (3) Lalji Tandon  (4) Bhagat Singh Koshiyari
 (5) Ganeshi Lal
Q.70. Recently who has released the first look of a biopic 

on former President APJ Abdul Kalam in New 
Delhi?

 (1) Narendra Modi (2) Ramnath Kovind
 (3) Amit Shah  (4) Prakash Javadekar
 (5) Ramesh Pokhariyal
Q.71. Recently which State Government has decided to 

impose a permanent ban on hookah bars across the 
state?

Indian-origin MP Suella Braverman sworn in as the United Kingdom's Attorney General at 
a ceremony at the Royal Courts of Justice in London.
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 (1) Chhattisgarh  (2) Gujarat
 (3) Rajasthan  (4) Madhya Pradesh
 (5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.72. Recently who has taken oath as a new judge of the 

Orissa High Court?
 (1) Sanjeeb Kumar Panigrahi
 (2) JK Maheshwari
 (3) Vikram Nath
 (4) Ajay Lamba
 (5) Ajay Kumar Mittal
Q.73. Which state government has launched an initiative 

called ‘Reading Mission’ recently?
 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Jharkhand
 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Haryana
 (5) Odisha
Q.74. Recently who has been elected as new President of 

Institute of Chartered Accountants of India?
 (1) Anjani Rathor  (2) Atul Kumar Gupta
 (3) Arvind Krishna (4) Sanjay Sharma
 (5) S K Saini
Q.75. The theme of World Radio Day ‘2020’ is “Radio 

and Diversity” it is observed every year on-
 (1) 10th February  (2) 11th February
 (3) 13th February  (4) 12th February
 (5) 15th February
Q.76. What is the official name of the Coronavirus, as per 

the World Health Organisation?
 (1) Covid-2019 (2) Covid-2020 (3) Vivid-2019
 (4) Vivid-2020 (5) Virus-2019
Q.77. Who has launched 'Anganphou Hunba' programme 

at Arapti Mayai Leikai in Imphal East?
 (1) Najma Heptulla 
 (2) N Biren Singh
 (3) Gajendra Singh Sekhawat
 (4) M Venkaiah Naidu
 (5) J P Nadda
Q.78. Where was the 2nd BIMSTEC Disaster 

Management Exercise, 2020 conducted?
 (1) Odisha (2) Dhaka (3) Kathmandu
 (4) New Delhi (5) Kolkata
Q.79. What is the name of the 200-km strike range tactical 

ballistic missile which has started developing by 
Defence Research and Development Organization?

 (1) Prahar (2) Prashant (3) Pranav
 (4) Pranash (5) Prakash

Q.80. Nandu R Kulkarni has passed away recently, he 
was related to which field?

 (1) Singer (2) Actor (3) Journalist
 (4) Player (5) Writer
Q.81. Which Country recently reportedly auctioned 

licenses to hunt the elephants?
 (1) Thailand (2) Singapore (3) Canada
 (4) Portugal (5) Botswana
Q.82. Who has emerged champion in the 34th Cannes 

Open in France?
 (1) D Gukesh  (2) Vishwanath Anand
 (3) Koneru Humpy (4) P Mangesh Chandran
 (5) Aditya Mehta
Q.83. Who has clinched the gold medal in the 57kg 

category at the Asian Wrestling Championships?
 (1) Shushil Kumar (2) Yogeshwar Dutt
 (3) Bajarang Punia (4) Vinesh Phogat
 (5) Ravi Dahiya
Q.84. In which city NITI Aayog is organizing Sustainable 

Development Goals Conclave 2020?
 (1) Mumbai (2) Hyderabad (3) Guwahati
 (4) Jaipur (5) Ahmedabad
Q.85. Who was re-elected as the president of the Rowing 

Federation of India (RFI)?
 (1) Sandhya Singh (2) Rajlaxmi Singh Deo
 (3) Devendra Agrawal (4) Sarvesh Chauhan
 (5) Sangita Reddy
Q.86. Which country will be the first country to host the 

new format of the International Boxing Association 
(AIBA) Team World Cup 2020?

 (1) India (2) Japan (3) France
 (4) Russia (5) Pakistan
Q.87. Recently Ashok Chatterjee has passed away, he 

was what?
 (1) Cricketer (2) Actor (3) Footballer
 (4) Writer (5) Politician
Q.88. Sunil Gurbaxani has appointed as managing 

director and CEO of which bank for a period of 
three years?

 (1) Lakshmi Vilas Bank
 (2) Axis Bank
 (3) Allahabad Bank
 (4) Oriental Bank of Commerce
 (5) Dhanlaxmi Bank

The Reserve Bank of India has allowed Bandhan Bank to open new branches without prior 
approval.
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Q.89. In which country the 9th Defence and Security 
Expert Working Group (EWG) meeting of 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was 
held?

 (1) China (2) Bangladesh (3) Russia
 (4) Pakistan (5) India
Q.90. Which Indian sportsperson has won the ESPN’s 

Female Sportsperson of the Year award for the 
third consecutive year recently?

 (1) Mary Kom  (2) PV Sindhu
 (3) Saina Nehwal  (4) Sakshi Malik
 (5) Sima Puniya
Q.91. Riek Machar was sworn as first Vice President of 

which country recently?
 (1) South Africa  (2) North Korea
 (3) South Sudan  (4) Rwanda
 (5) Kenya
Q.92. Who has become the first player to play 100 

matches in all the three formats of cricket?
 (1) Virat Kohli  (2) Rohit Sharma
 (3) Ross Taylor  (4) Babar Azam
 (5) David Warner
Q.93. According to UN-backed report, what is the rank of 

India at Sustainability Index 2020?
 (1) 77th (2) 131st (3) 65th
 (4) 99th (5) 102nd
Q.94. Who has become the first Indian to reach 50 million 

followers on Instagram?
 (1) Narendra Modi (2) Amitabh Bacchan
 (3) Virat Kohali  (4) Anushka Sharma
 (5) Priyanka Chopra
Q.95. In which city the 'Historical Gastronomica- The 

Indus Dining Experience' exhibition was held 
recently?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Mumbai (3) Lucknow
 (4) Chennai (5) Hyderabad
Q.96. Who has been appointed as brand ambassador 

India's iconic jeanswear brand Flying Machine?
 (1) Varun Dhawan (2) Vicky Kaushal
 (3) Sonam Kapoor (4) Kartik Aaryan
 (5) Alia Bhatt
Q.97. Which Indian freelance reporter, was named the winner 

of the 2019 Agence France-Presse Kate Webb Prize?
 (1) Ahmer Khan  (2) Tuhin Kanta Pandey
 (3) Vikash Swarup (4) Rekha Mittal
 (5) TV Somanathan

Q.98. What is the name of Great Britain women's field 
hockey captain, who announced her retirement 
from the sport?

 (1) Amanda Kessel
 (2) Anna Prugova
 (3) Angelina Goncharenko
 (4) Viona Harrer
 (5) Alex Danson-Bennett
Q.99. Where was the National Organic Food Festival 

jointly inaugurated by Ministry of Food Processing 
and Ministry of Women and Child Development?

 (1) Chandigarh (2) Bhopal (3) Agra
 (4) New Delhi (5) Varanasi
Q.100. Who has appointed as the Advisers to Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi?
 (1) Bhaskar Khulbe (2) Amarjeet Sinha
 (3) Vijay Swaroop (4) Only 1 & 2
 (5) All of the above
Q.101. In which city first Khelo India University Game is 

being held?
 (1) Guwahati (2) Bhubaneswar (3) Kolkata
 (4) Kochi (5) Lucknow
Q.102. Who has been elected as the new Central Vigilance 

Commissioner of India?
 (1) Bimal Julka  (2) Sudhir Bhargav
 (3) Janak Raj  (4) Sanjay Kothari
 (5) Rajeev Bansal
Q.103. Atal Kisan Majdoor canteens will be opened in 

which state?
 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Gujarat
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Maharashtra
 (5) Haryana
Q.104. International Mother Language Day is celebrated 

by United Nation on-
 (1) 28nd February (2) 21st February
 (3) 15th February  (4) 25th February
 (5) 5th February
Q.105. Which Indian Cricketer announced retirement 

from international and first-class cricket recently?
 (1) Pragyan Ojha  (2) Parthiv Patel
 (3) Yusuf Pathan  (4) Mahendra Singh Dhoni
 (5) Ravindra Jadeja
Q.106. Where was the Seminar on Indian Defence 

Equipment was organized by the High Commission 
of India in Bangladesh?

OYO Rooms' 2year-old Founder Ritesh Agarwal is the world's second-youngest self-made 
billionaire with $1.1 billion wealth, as per Hurun Global Rich List 2020.
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 (1) New Delhi  (2) Kolkata
 (3) Dhaka  (4) Vishakhapatnam
 (5) Chennai
Q.107. According to report of the World Health 

Organization what is the rank of India at Child 
Flourishing Index 2020?

 (1) 77th (2) 131st (3) 97th
 (4) 87th (5) 112th
Q.108. In which city the 3rd edition of Chitra Bharati Film 

Festival will be held?
 (1) Ahmedabad (2) Jaipur (3) Chandigarh
 (4) Hyderabad (5) Bengaluru
Q.109. V L Dutt has passed away recently, he was the 

former President of-
 (1) BCCI (2) ICC (3) DRDO
 (4) FICCI (5) ISRO
Q.110. What is the name of Nepal's Minister for 

Communication and Information Technology who 
has resigned from his post?

 (1) Krishna Bahadur Mahara
 (2) Nilambar Acharya
 (3) Tej Bahadur Sharma
 (4) Vishwa Mohan Thapa
 (5) Gokul Prasad Baskota
Q.111. Arunachal Pradesh has celebrated its 34th 

Statehood Day on 20th February, who is the 
governor of Arunachal Pradesh?

 (1) Ganeshi Lal  (2) Ganga Prasad
 (3) BD Mishra  (4) Najma Heptulla
 (5) Jagdeep Dhankhar
Q.112. Recently which state has found a new species of 

Lizard Urban Bent-Toed Gecko?
 (1) Uttar Pradesh (2) Bihar (3) Jharkhand
 (4) Odisha (5) Assam
Q.113. Jeff Bezos has announced to launch of "Bezos 

Earth Fund" to combat Climate Change, he is CEO 
of which company?

 (1) Amazon (2) Apple (3) Flipkart
 (4) Alibaba (5) Snapdeal
Q.114. Gujarat government signed a MoU with which 

Bank to facilitate approval of loans to entrepreneurs 
in the MSME sector with ease and within a short 
time-frame?

 (1) Punjab National Bank
 (2) Bank of Baroda

 (3) HSBC Bank
 (4) ICICI Bank
 (5) State Bank of India
Q.115. Who has become the second Indian woman to win a 

gold medal at the Asian Wrestling Championships?
 (1) Sakshi Malik  (2) Babita Kumari
 (3) Vinesh Phogat (4) Divya Kakran
 (5) Kavita Devi
Q.116. Recently who has inaugurated the Indian pavilion 

at the Berlin International Film Festival?
 (1) S Jaishankar  (2) M Venkaiah Naidu
 (3) Smriti Irani  (4) Anurag Thakur
 (5) Ravi Shankar Prashad
Q.117. 2021 Junior Men’s Hockey World Cup will be held 

in which country?
 (1) Russia (2) India (3) Bangladesh
 (4) UAE (5) Saudi Arabia
Q.118. World Day of Social Justice is celebrated by United 

Nation on-
 (1) 22nd February (2) 13th February
 (3) 19th February  (4) 20th February
 (5) 21st February
Q.119. Who was appointed as the Chairman of 'Shri Ram 

Janmabhoomi Tirtha Kshetra Trust'?
 (1) Mahant Nritya Gopal Das
 (2) Mahant Ramanand
 (3) Mahant Ramanuj
 (4) Mahant Govind Giri Narayan
 (5) Mahant Rama Krishna
Q.120. Who won gold in 87-kg Greco Roman category in 

Asian Wrestling Championships?
 (1) Deepak Punia  (2) Bajarang Punia
 (3) Sushil Kumar  (4) Sakshi Malik
 (5) Sunil Kumar
Q.121. What is the rank of Hindi in the most spoken 

languages in the World, according to annual report 
of Ethnologue Publication?

 (1) Third (2) Second (3) First
 (4) Fourth (5) Fifth
Q.122. Which country has recently approved the sale of 

the "Integrated Air Defense Weapon System" to 
India?

 (1) Russia  (2) United States of America
 (3) Israel  (4) China
 (5) Oman

The government approved setting up of a National Technical Textiles Mission with a total out-
lay of `1,480 crore with a view to position the country as a global leader in technical textiles.
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Q.123. Which of the following state has become the 1st 
state in the country to launch "unified vehicle 
registration"?

 (1) Odisha  (2) Madhya Pradesh
 (3) Punjab  (4) Jharkhand
 (5) Goa
Q.124. Hunar Haat organized by the ministry of minority 

affairs, under which scheme in different parts of 
the country?

 (1) UJALA scheme (2) USTTAD scheme
 (3) INSPIRE scheme (4) HRIDAY scheme
 (5) None of these
Q.125. In which of the following states, Mahatma Gandhi 

Institute of Public Administration and National 
Institute of Smart Government have signed a MoU 
for capacity building on e-governance services?

 (1) Haryana (2) Jharkhand (3) Punjab
 (4) Chhattisgarh (5) Bihar
Q.126. Who among the following has won the Best Actor 

award in Oscars 2020?
 (1) Joaquin Phoenix (2) Laura Dern
 (3) Jacqueline  (4) Tom Cruise
 (5) Will Smith
Q.127. What is the name of the Chief Economist of the 

World Bank, who has announced her resignation 
recently?

 (1) Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg
 (2) Geeta Gopinath
 (3) Anshula Kant
 (4) Kristalina Georgieva
 (5) David Malpass
Q.128. Recently which state government has decided to 

employ drones for mapping of villages?
 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Maharashtra
 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Karnataka
 (5) Kerala
Q.129. Supreme Court of India has appointed retired 

judge of High Court C N Ramachandaran Nair 
to formulate an inventory and valuation report 
of ornaments at Sabarimala temple, Sabarimala 
temple is situated in which State?

 (1) Gujarat  (2) Madhya Pradesh
 (3) Assam  (4) Andhra Pradesh
 (5) Kerala
Q.130. Recently which writer has been selected for the 

Mystic Kalinga Literary Award?

 (1) Pramod Kumar Singh
 (2) Manoj Das
 (3) B Murali Kumar
 (4) Sarita Malik
 (5) Anubhav Ojha
Q.131. Recently, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 

launched EASE 3.0. What is the full form of 
EASE?

 (1) Enhanced Association and Service Excellence
 (2) Enhanced Access and Scheme Excellence
 (3) Enhanced Access and Service Excellence
 (4) Enhanced Association and Scheme Excellence
 (5) None of these
Q.132. Happiness Curriculum Class is mentioned in the 

news, recently. It has been implemented by which 
of the following state/ UT’s Government?

 (1) Bihar Government
 (2) Delhi Government
 (3) Kerala Government
 (4) Karnataka Government
 (5) Madhya Pradesh Government
Q.133. The Northern European Enclosure Dam (NEED), 

recently seen in the news. It is a proposed solution 
for which of the following?

 (1) Rising Ocean levels in Northern Europe
 (2) Mitigating flood risk in Europe
 (3) Development of inland fisheries and aquaculture
 (4) Development of inland waterways
 (5) None of these
Q.134. Gangapuram Kishan Reddy has inaugurated 

National Cyber Research, Innovation and capacity 
center in which city?

 (1) Pune, Maharashtra
 (2) Kolkata, West Bengal
 (3) Hyderabad, Telangana
 (4) Guwahati, Assam
 (5) Raipur, Chhattisgarh
Q.135. Hosni Mubarak passed away at the age of 91 

recently. He was the former President of which 
country?

 (1) Kuwait (2) Iran (3) Syria
 (4) Jordon (5) Egypt
Q.136. According to the Reserve Bank of India report, in 

the last 5 years, in cash withdrawals, India ranks 
second after which country?

Cabinet gave its nod to order on adopting central laws in Concurrent List for Union 
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
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 (1) China (2) USA (3) Russia
 (4) Japan (5) Canada
Q.137. What is the rank of India in Hurun Global Rich List 

2020?
 (1) 5 (2) 3  (3) 10
 (4) 13 (5) 8
Q.138. What is the name of the joint air force exercise 

between Indo-UK joint, which was recently held at 
Air Force Station Hindon?

 (1) Mitra Shakti  (2) Yudh Abhay
 (3) Ajeya Warrior  (4) Avindra
 (5) Indra Dhanush
Q.139. Recently Ajay Banga has been appointed as 

Executive Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
which of the following?

 (1) Rupay Card  (2) Visa Card
 (3) Maestro Card  (4) Master Card
 (5) None of the above
Q.140. Recently which state government has declared that 

it’s the first state in the country to have 100% LPG 
gas coverage?

 (1) Assam  (2) Kerala
 (3) Maharashtra  (4) Himachal Pradesh
 (5) Andhra Pradesh
Q.141. Recently who has been appointed as the new 

managing director and chief executive of CIBIL?
 (1) Abhay Kumar Pathak 
 (2) Piyush Shrivastva
 (3) Yogendra Malik

 (4) Alok Sinha
 (5) Rajesh Kumar
Q.142. Market Intelligence and Early Warning System 

(MIEWS) Web Portal has been launched by which 
Union Minister recently?

 (1) Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank
 (2) Amit Shah
 (3) Ravi Shankar Prashad
 (4) Harsimrat Kaur Badal
 (5) Smriti Irani
Q.143. Five-time Grand Slam champion Maria Sharapova 

has announced her retirement from tennis, she 
belongs to which country?

 (1) Australia (2) Russia (3) USA
 (4) Serbia (5) Croatia
Q.144. The 16th Joint Ministerial Commission between 

India and Australia held in which city of India?
 (1) Bengaluru (2) Chennai (3) Mumbai
 (4) Hyderabad (5) New Delhi
Q.145. Who has launched the “Higher Education Leadership 

Development Programme for Administrator” a joint 
venture between University Grants Commission (UGC) 
and the British Council under the United Kingdom India 
Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI)?

 (1) Ramesh Pokhriyal 
 (2) Amit Shah
 (3) Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
 (4) Narendra Singh Tomar
 (5) Harsh Vardhan

Q.1.(4) Q.2.(1) Q.3.(4) Q.4.(3) Q.5.(2) Q.6.(4) Q.7.(2) Q.8.(3) Q.9.(1) Q.10.(1)
Q.11.(2) Q.12.(5) Q.13.(3) Q.14.(1) Q.15.(2) Q.16.(1) Q.17.(2) Q.18.(2) Q.19.(1) Q.20.(2)
Q.21.(3) Q.22.(1) Q.23.(4) Q.24.(3) Q.25.(3) Q.26.(1) Q.27.(2) Q.28.(3) Q.29.(1) Q.30.(3)
Q.31.(4) Q.32.(4) Q.33.(2) Q.34.(3) Q.35.(1) Q.36.(4) Q.37.(3) Q.38.(2) Q.39.(2) Q.40.(4)
Q.41.(1) Q.42.(1) Q.43.(3) Q.44.(2) Q.45.(5) Q.46.(1) Q.47.(4) Q.48.(3) Q.49.(5) Q.50.(2)
Q.51.(2) Q.52.(4) Q.53.(2) Q.54.(1) Q.55.(5) Q.56.(5) Q.57.(4) Q.58.(1) Q.59.(2) Q.60.(3)
Q.61.(5) Q.62.(2) Q.63.(5) Q.64.(1) Q.65.(2) Q.66.(4) Q.67.(2) Q.68.(3) Q.69.(3) Q.70.(4)
Q.71.(1) Q.72.(1) Q.73.(4) Q.74.(2) Q.75.(3) Q.76.(1) Q.77.(2) Q.78.(1) Q.79.(4) Q.80.(3)
Q.81.(5) Q.82.(1) Q.83.(5) Q.84.(3) Q.85.(2) Q.86.(4) Q.87.(3) Q.88.(5) Q.89.(4) Q.90.(2)
Q.91.(3) Q.92.(3) Q.93.(1) Q.94.(3) Q.95.(1) Q.96.(4) Q.97.(1) Q.98.(5) Q.99.(4) Q.100.(4)
Q.101.(2) Q.102.(4) Q.103.(5) Q.104.(2) Q.105.(1) Q.106.(3) Q.107.(2) Q.108.(1) Q.109.(4) Q.110.(5)
Q.111.(3) Q.112.(5) Q.113.(1) Q.114.(5) Q.115.(4) Q.116.(1) Q.117.(2) Q.118.(4) Q.119.(1) Q.120.(5)
Q.121.(1) Q.122.(2) Q.123.(2) Q.124.(2) Q.125.(3) Q.126.(1) Q.127.(1) Q.128.(3) Q.129.(5) Q.130.(2)
Q.131.(3) Q.132.(2) Q.133.(1) Q.134.(3) Q.135.(5) Q.136.(1) Q.137.(2) Q.138.(5) Q.139.(4) Q.140.(4)
Q.141.(5) Q.142.(4) Q.143.(2) Q.144.(5) Q.145.(1)

The Reserve Bank has directed banks to link all the new floating rate loan to medium 
enterprises with external benchmark.

ANSWER KEY
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Q.1-4. In each of the following questions, a sentence has 
been in written in three different ways. Choose 
the option(s) which substitute(s) the sentence 
both grammatically and contextually.

Q.1. NGOs working in the area were issued a statement 
from the government saying they should not hire 
Rohingya refugees.

 A. Rohingya refugees were not hired by the NGOs 
working in the area as per the issued statement 
from the government.

 B. The government issued a statement to the NGOs 
working in the area suggesting them not to hire 
Rohingya refugees.

 C. NGOs working in the area did not hire Rohingya 
refugees in the wake of a statement issued from 
the government.

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both B and C (5) Both A and B
Q.2. At the camp, rumour has swirled in recent days that 

aid will be cut off and conditions will get worse, so 
it is better to sign up for relocation to Bhasan Char.

 A. One should better sign up for relocation to 
Bhasan Char as in recent days it is rumoured, 
at the camp, that the aid will be cut off and 
conditions will get worse.

 B. Owing to cutting off of aid and worsening of 
conditions, as per the hearsay, at the camp, in 
the recent days, one should better sign up for 
relocation to Bhasan Char.

 C. It is better to sign up for relocation to Bhasan 
Char, because aid will be cut off and conditions 
will get worse, in the wake of the rumour that 
has swirled in recent days, at the camp.

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both B and C (5) Both A and B
Q.3. Violence against women and girls affects communities 

around the world and one in every three women will 
experience it in their lifetime.

 A. Communities around the world are affected by 
‘violence’ against women and girls and in the 
lifetime of one out of three will surely experience it.

 B. ‘Violence’ against women and girls affects their 
experience in the lifetime, and one in every three 
women in the community around the world.

 C. Communities around the world are affected badly 
by ‘violence’ against women and girls and one 

in every three women will experience it in their 
lifetime.

 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Both A and C  (4) Both B and C
 (5) Both A and B
Q.4. What’s so powerful about ‘making an effort’ is 

that it does not only show that we are preventing 
malpractices, but societal impacts will also be seen 
in the near future.

 A. Not only malpractices are seen prevented but 
also societal impacts will be seen in the near 
future through ‘making an effort’, which are so 
powerful about it.

 B. ‘Making an effort’ is very powerful, because 
rarely had we prevented malpractices when 
societal impacts were seen in the near future.

 C. Preventing malpractices and societal impacts 
both are very powerful because of we are 
‘making an effort’ to change the entire system.

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both B and C (5) Both A and B
Q.5-7. In each of the following questions, a sentence has 

been given containing a highlighted word. Below 
it, three words have been suggested which may 
or may not replace the highlighted word. Choose 
the alternative(s) which best replace(s) the word.

Q.5. From the poacher’s point of view institutionalised 
corruption and red tape in India present ideal 
conditions in which to make a killing (pun intended).

 A. bureaucracy
 B. diplomacy
 C. administrative burden
 D. soliloquium
 (1) Only A  (2) Both A and B
 (3) Both C and D  (4) Both A and C
 (5) Only C
Q.6. Christian churches were sometimes built on land 

considered to be a particularly holy spot, perhaps 
where a miracle or martyrdom was believed to 
have taken place or where a holy person was buried.

 A. renunciation  B. apostasy
 C. agony  D. torment
 (1) Only A  (2) Both A and B
 (3) Both C and D  (4) Both B and C
 (5) Only C
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India and Myanmar exchanged 10 agreements in various fields including infrastructure, 
energy, communication and health.
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Q.7. In modern times, the Catholic Church has continued 
this practice by placing in the altar of each church, 
when it is consecrated for use, a box containing 
relics of a saint.

 A. bona fide  B. hallowed
 C. sanctified  D. vilified
 (1) Only A  (2) Both A and B
 (3) Both C and D  (4) Both B and C
 (5) Only C
Q.8-10. In each of the following questions, a sentence has 

been given and divided into five parts. Choose 
the part which is contextually odd one.

Q.8. Spending time in and around aquatic environments 
(A)/ has happened, in the past, only choosing to 
reveal itself now (B)/ has consistently been shown to 
lead to significantly higher benefits, (C)/ in inducing 
positive mood and reducing (D)/ negative mood and 
stress, than green space does (E).

 (1) A (2) B  (3) C
 (4) D (5) E
Q.9. While it’s impossible to profile shoplifters – (A)/ 

the crime transcends gender, age and all socio-
demographic strata, (B)/ and about one in 11 people 
commit it – (C)/ with many positive measures 
of physical and mental wellbeing, (D)/ evidence 
suggests the rich actually do steal more than the 
poor (E).

 (1) A (2) B  (3) C
 (4) D (5) E
Q.10. It is important to minimise exposure to agents 

that strip the skin of its natural oils, (A)/ water – 
especially hot water – dries the skin, so make sure 
you’re using (B)/ higher levels of vitamin D to better 
social relations (C)/ warm or lukewarm water for 
baths and showers, as well as (D)/ washing your 
hands and doing the dishes (E).

 (1) A (2) B  (3) C
 (4) D (5) E
Q.11-14. In each of the following questions. Read 

each sentence to find out whether there is any 
grammatical error in it. The error, if any will 
be in two parts of the sentence. If there is no 
error, select option (5).

Q.11. My all friends have gone for vacations this year (A)/
and I haven’t because of my work (B)/commitments 
and job pressure but I (C)/ would definitely 
collaborate them in the next trip.(D)/No error (E)

 (1) A&B (2) B&C (3) A&D
 (4) A&B (5) No error.
Q.12. Risk is the main cause of uncertainty in any 

organisation (A)/ and can come both from internal 
and external sources (B)/, thus, companies 
increasingly focus more on identifying risks (C)/ 
and managing them before they even effect the 
business.(D)/ No error (E)

 (1) B&D (2) B&C (3) A&D
 (4) A&C (5) No error
Q.13. He is senior to me and he knows (A)/the agenda of 

the meeting which is the first priority to be discussed 
at the conference (B)/so that it is clear to everyone 
in the meeting (C)/for future endeavors (D)/No error 
(E)

 (1) A&D (2) B&C (3) B&D
 (4) C&D (5) No error
Q.14. She adviced me to join the (A)/ aerobic classes and 

now I (B)/am satisfied with its outcomes (C)/it gave 
to my body making it fit and fine (D)/No error (E)

 (1) B&C (2) C&D (3) B&D
 (4) A&B (5) No error
Q.15-19. In each of the following questions. Which of 

the Phrases(1), (2) (3) and (4) given below the 
sentence should replace the phrase given in bold 
in the sentence to make it grammatically correct. 
If the sentence is correct as it is given and no 
correction is required, mark (5) as the answer.

Q.15. The rapid melting of Arctic sea ice that reached new 
lows last year has caused nations to show intense 
interest in the region.

 (1) reaching new low (2) reached for new low
 (3) reaching to new lows (4) reach to new lows
 (5) No correction required
Q.16. The committee approved the proposal of set up of 

the new major port at Sagar Island in West Bengal.
 (1) setting up of the (2) set down of the
 (3) setting down of the (4) setting for the
 (5) No correction required
Q.17. The centre will establish a National Bureau of 

Water Use Efficiency authority as an authority for 
promote, regulate and controlling of efficient use 
of water in irrigation.

 (1) promoted, regulated and controlled
 (2) promote, regulate and control.
 (3) promoting, regulating and controlled

Axis Bank appointed Puneet Sharma as chief financial officer (CFO), replacing Jairam 
Sridharan.
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need oxygen to live.

 (4) promotion, regulation and control
 (5) No correction required.
Q.18. States were to go to establish Water Regulatory 

Authorities for overseeing water pricing and 
mandatory water audits.

 (1) was going for establish
 (2) will have to establish
 (3) will had to establish
 (4) was having to establish
 (5) No correction required
Q.19. With funding and technical assistance from the 

Asian Development Bank, the Ministry will initiate 
a National Water Use Efficiency Improvement 
Support Programme to identify 'priority actions'.

 (1) with fund and technology assistance
 (2) with funding and technique assist
 (3) with funds and technology assisting
 (4) with funding and technologically assisting
 (5) No correction required
Q.20-24. Read the given passage carefully and answer 

the questions that follow.
 Sanctuary is a word derived from the Latin 

sanctuarium, which is, like most words ending in 
-arium, a container for keeping something in—in this 
case holy things or perhaps cherished people (sanctae/
sancti). The meaning was extended to places of 
holiness or safety, in particular the whole demarcated 
area, often many acres, surrounding a Greek or Roman 
temple; the original terms for these are temenos in 
Greek and fanum in Latin, but both may be translated 
as sanctuary. Similar usage may be sometimes 
found describing sacred areas in other religions. 
A sanctuary may be defined as a place where Man 
is passive and the rest of Nature active. Till quite 
recently Nature had her own sanctuaries, where 
man either did not go at all or only as a tool-using 
animal in comparatively small numbers. But 
now, in this machinery age, there is no place left 
where man cannot go with overwhelming forces 
at his command. He can strangle to death all the 
nobler wild life in the world to-day. To-morrow 
he certainly will have done so, unless he exercises 
due foresight and self-control in the meantime. 
There is not the slightest doubt that birds and 
mammals are now being killed off much faster than 
they can breed. And it is always the largest and 
noblest forms of life that suffer most. The whales and 
elephants, lions and eagles, go. The rats and flies, and 

all mean parasites, remain. This is inevitable in certain 
cases. But it is wanton killing off that I am speaking 
of to-night. Civilized man begins by destroying the 
very forms of wild life he learns to appreciate most 
when he becomes still more civilized. The obvious 
remedy is to begin conservation at an earlier stage, 
when it is easier and better in every way, by enforcing 
laws for close seasons, game preserves, the selective 
protection of certain species, and sanctuaries. 
I have just defined a sanctuary as a place where man is 
passive and the rest of Nature active. But this general 
definition is too absolute for any special case. The 
mere fact that man has to protect a sanctuary does 
away with his purely passive attitude. Then, he can be 
beneficially active by destroying pests and parasites, 
like bot-flies or mosquitoes, and by finding antidotes 
for diseases like the epidemic which periodically kills 
off the rabbits and thus starves many of the carnivore 
to death. But, except in cases where experiment has 
proved his intervention to be beneficial, the less he 
upsets the balance of Nature the better, even when 
he tries to be an earthly Providence.

Q.20. According to the first definition of author, what does 
sanctuary imply?

 (1) totally wrong  (2) somewhat idealistic
 (3) unhelpful  (4) indefensible
 (5) immutable
Q.21. The author’s argument that destroying bot-flies and 

mosquitoes would be a beneficial action is most 
weakened by all of the following except-

 (1) parasites have an important role to play in the 
regulation of populations

 (2) the elimination of any species can have unpredictable 
effects on the balance of nature

 (3) the pests themselves are part of the food chain
 (4) these insects have been introduced to the area 

by human activities
 (5) elimination of these insects would require the use 

of insecticides that kill a wide range of insects
Q.22. As per your reading of the passage which of the 

following can be inferred from the passage?
 A. part of an article in a scientific journal
 B. extracted from the minutes of a nature club
 C. part of a speech delivered to an educated audience
 D. a speech delivered in a court of law
 (1) Only A  (2) Only C
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 (3) Both A and B  (4) Both B and D
 (5) All except B
Q.23. What should be the most appropriate central idea 

of the given passage?
 (1) The author argues that man kills big animals but 

saves mosquitoes & other parasites.
 (2) Man is selfish by nature so he is up against the 

wild life which is harmful for his survival.
 (3) Ecological balance, if not maintained by man 

will be harmful in long run.
 (4) The most active benefits are still to be gained 

from sanctuary.
 (5) All the disasters are man made and only lethargic 

attitude towards the ecosystem is responsible for it.
Q.24. In the given passage, how can the tone of the author 

be best expressed?
 (1) Descriptive to analytical
 (2) Sarcastically humorous
 (3) Objective to narrative
 (4) Sarcastically critical to suggestive
 (5) Ironically sarcastic to negative
Q.25-29. Read the given passage carefully and answer 

the questions that follow.
 The first and most important rule of legitimate or 

popular government, that is to say, of government 
whose object is the good of the people, is to follow 
in everything the general will. But to follow this 
will it is necessary to know it, and above all to 
distinguish it from the particular will, beginning 
with one's self: this distinction is always very 
difficult to make, and only the most sublime virtue 
can afford sufficient illumination for it. As, in order 
to will, it is necessary to be free, a difficulty no less 
great than the former arises — that of preserving 
at once the public liberty and the authority of 
government. Look into the motives which have 
induced men, once united by their common needs 
in a general society, to unite themselves still more 
intimately by means of civil societies: you will find 
no other motive than that of assuring the property, 
life and liberty of each member by the protection 
of all. But can men be forced to defend the liberty 
of any one among them, without trespassing on 
that of others? And how can they provide for the 
public needs, without alienating the individual 
property of those who are forced to contribute to 
them? With whatever sophistry all this may be 
covered over, it is certain that if any constraint 

can be laid on my will, I am no longer free, and 
that I am no longer master of my own property, if 
anyone else can lay a hand on it. This difficulty, 
which would have seemed insurmountable, has 
been removed, like the first, by the most sublime 
of all human institutions, or rather by a divine 
inspiration, which teaches mankind to imitate 
here below the unchangeable decrees of the Deity. 
By what inconceivable art has a means been found 
of making men free by making them subject; of 
using in the service of the State the properties, 
the persons and even the lives of all its members, 
without constraining and without consulting them; 
of confining their will by their own admission; of 
overcoming their refusal by that consent, and forcing 
them to punish themselves, when they act against 
their own will? How can it be that all should obey, 
yet nobody take upon him to command, and that all 
should serve, and yet have no masters, but be the 
more free, as, in apparent subjection, each loses no 
part of his liberty but what might be hurtful to that of 
another? These wonders are the work of law. It is to 
law alone that men owe justice and liberty. It is this 
salutary organ of the will of all which establishes, 
in civil right, the natural equality between men. It 
is this celestial voice which dictates to each citizen 
the precepts of public reason, and teaches him to 
act according to the rules of his own judgment, and 
not to behave inconsistently with himself. It is with 
this voice alone that political rulers should speak 
when they command; for no sooner does one man, 
setting aside the law, claim to subject another to his 
private will, than he departs from the state of civil 
society, and confronts him face to face in the pure 
state of nature, in which obedience is prescribed 
solely by necessity.

Q.25. What according to the passage is the repercussion 
of audaciously setting aside the law?

 (1) The consistent anarchy in the society will prevail.
 (2) The adherence to the rules will only remain as 

an obligation.
 (3) The clear witness of deviating from the principals 

of the good society can be seen.
 (4) Both 1 and 2
 (5) Both 2 and 3
Q.26. When according to the author, is the paradox 

resolved?
 A. When an individual; behaves according to 

the natural rights of man and not according to 
imposed rules.

Union Minister of Law and Justice, Communications, Electronics and Information Technology 
Ravi Shankar Prasad in Dehradun. inaugurated BSNL FTTH and wifi service.
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 B. When an individual; agrees to follow the rule of 
law even when it is against his best interests.

 C. When an individual; submits to the rule of law 
and thus is at liberty to do anything that does not 
harm another person.

 D. When an individual; belongs to a society which 
guarantees individual liberty at all times.

 (1) Only A  (2) Only C
 (3) Both A and B  (4) Both B and D
 (5) All except B
Q.27. How is the Author’s attitude to Law in this passage 

best conveyed?
 A. respect for its inalienable authority.
 B. extolling its importance as a human institution.
 C. eliminating the need for its imposition on the 

people.
 D. acceptance of its prohibitions.
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B
 (3) Both A and B  (4) Both B and D
 (5) All except C
Q.28. According to the passage, the author would agree 

with all of the following except-
 A. Government must maintain its authority without 

unduly compromising personal liberty.
 B. Political leaders should use the law as their guide 

to correct leadership.
 C. The law recognizes that all men are capable of 

recognizing what is in the general interest.
 (1) Only A  (2) Only C
 (3) Both A and B  (4) Both B and D
 (5) All except B
Q.29. With reference to the passage, which of the following 

points is/are TRUE?
 (1) Government with good intent and general welfare 

of the people must follow the self-opinionated will.
 (2) All rigid constraints regarding anyone’s will have 

been eliminated completely.
 (3) It is to law alone that men only owe justice.
 (4) Both 2 and 3
 (5) Both 1 and 2
Q.30-33. In each of the following questions, a sentence 

with a blank is given with four options (A), 
(B), (C) and (D). Choose the most suitable 
option to fill in the blank to make the sentence 
meaningfully correct.

Q.30. ____________ideas and methods can help people, 
as long as they understand the difference between 
what is tested, and proven to be effective, and what 
is neither.

 A. Unruly  B. Unconventional
 C. Unwonted  D. Customary
 (1) Both A & B  (2) Both B & C
 (3) Both C & D  (4) Only C
 (5) Only A
Q.31. The battle for a place in the final roared on like a 

blazing furnace with both teams coming close to 
breaking the____________.

 A. straddle  B. breakaway
 C. deadlock  D. monotony
 (1) Both A & B  (2) Both B & C
 (3) Both C & D  (4) Only C
 (5) Only A
Q.32. Although work is ___________in determining one’s 

quality of life yet jobs that are productive, with fair 
pay and that allow citizens to live healthy lives, are 
scarce and are becoming even more so.

 A. incidental  B. peripheral
 C. predominant  D. paramount
 (1) Both A & B  (2) Both B & C
 (3) Both C & D  (4) Only C
 (5) Only A
Q.33. Policymakers must be alert to the risks posed by 

_____ operators to vulnerable, unwell people, as well 
as the danger to the general public of anti-vaxxers.

 A. unsnarl  B. unethical
 C. unscrupulous  D. unravel
 (1) Both A & B  (2) Both B & C
 (3) Both C & D  (4) Only C
 (5) Only A
Q.34-36. In each of the following questions, a word is given 

followed by three sentences consisting of the same 
word in bold type. Choose the sentence/s in which 
the given word has been correctly used.

Q.34. DRACONIAN
 I. Some companies don't like dealing with this 

inspector because they say he's draconian and 
pedantic.

 II. The penalty imposed by law is not draconian, 
and serves more as a reminder to perform a 
commonsense action.

The 4year-old bowler Pravin Tambe, who was bought by Kolkata Knight Riders at the 
auctions last month, will not be participating in the tournament.
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 III. The material is a laminate and the shape nicely 
tapers from a draconian top down to a wider 
bottom

 (1) Only I  (2) Only II
 (3) Both I and II  (4) Both II and III
 (5) All of the above
Q.35. UNCANNY
 I. The uncanny display of political partisanship 

certainly added some spice to an otherwise 
lackluster campaign.

 II. There are no moments of physics-defying action 
or characters who have an uncanny existence

 III. More mind writer than mind-reader, Mr. Raj 
boasts an uncanny ability to direct and misdirect 
the participants in his illusions.

 (1) Only I  (2) Only II
 (3) Both I and II  (4) Both II and III
 (5) All of the above
Q.36. DEBILITATE
 I. All four forms of malaria debilitate the patient by 

destroying human hemoglobin and are characterized 
by a cycle of fever, chills, and sweating.

 II. Taking hot food or drink, habitually, tends to 
debilitate all the organs thus needlessly excited.

 III. As the disease progresses, it can debilitate a 
person by slowly eating away the joint's cartilage 
and bone.

 (1) Only I  (2) Only II
 (3) Both I and II  (4) Both II and III
 (5) All of the above
Q.37. In each of the following questions, a sentence with 

two highlighted words, which may or may not 
be contextually correct, has been given. Choose 
the option which replaces both the words. If 
the words are correctly given, mark (5) as your 
answer.

 Outstripping social care and early years’ education 
would not only benefit women but since they 
disproportionately care and gain from policies that 
bereaved provision and raised standards in these 
sectors.

 A. overturning, protruded
 B. overhauling, proliferated
 C. pertaining, enhanced
 (1) Only A  (2) Only B

 (3) Both A and C  (4) Only C
 (5) No correction required
Q.38-40. In each of the following questions. Arrange the 

following phrases to make a meaningful sentence 
and answer the question that follows.

Q.38. A. the public should treat such claims with healthy 
skepticism and

 B. herbs and osteopathy may make claims about 
their effectiveness,

 C. while manufacturers, practitioners and users of 
treatments including

 D. or lengthy appointments for evidence-based 
medicine

 E. try something by all means but do not mistake 
heartfelt testimonies

 After rearrangement, which of the following 
pairs of phrases, in its correct order, would lie 
between the first and last phrase?

 (1) C-A (2) D-A (3) B-E
 (4) A-B (5) B-C
Q.39. A. the resolution adopted by the working committee 

of the party
 B. the esteemed political party’s categorical 

assertion in support of
 C. the construction of a magnificent temple seems 

to have evoked mixed reactions within
 D. the party, with a section of party leaders asking 

if the public articulation went beyond
 The place of which of the following sentences would 

remain unchanged after the rearrangement?
 (1) A (2) B  (3) C
 (4) D (5) None
Q.40. A. consideration has come from the requests from 

the states which have
 B. use of machines in MGNREGS works in some 

states and the trigger for such
 C. according to reports, the government is actively 

considering allowing
 D. submitted that rocky terrain makes it difficult to 

do manual work under the scheme.
 What is the correct rearrangement of the given 

phrases?
 (1) BACD (2) ABCD (3) CBAD
 (4) ACBD (5) CDAB

Explosive Australian batsman David Warner was reinstated as captain of the of IPL franchise 
Sunrisers Hyderabad for the upcoming season starting March 29.
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Q.41-45. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 Percentage wise distribution of total number of 

refrigerators sold by the shopkeeper in six different 
months

 

Month Company X Company Y
January 5 4
February 7 5
March 3 2
April 1 1
May 5 6
June 5 7

Q.41.  Number of refrigerators of company X sold by 
the shopkeeper in January and February together 
is approximately what percent of total number 
refrigerators sold by the shopkeeper in March?

 (1) 78 % (2) 86 % (3) 74 %
 (4) 92 % (5) 69 %
Q.42.  Find the respective ratio of total number of 

refrigerators of company Y sold by the shopkeeper 
in February to that of in April.

 (1) 15:8 (2) 17:9 (3) 8:15
 (4) 9:17 (5) None of these
Q.43.  Find the difference between number of refrigerators 

of company X sold by the shopkeeper in June and 
number of refrigerators of company Y sold by the 
shopkeeper in May.

 (1) 2600 (2) 2400 (3) 2200
 (4) 2300 (5) None of these 
Q.44.  Find the total number of refrigerators of company 

X sold by the shopkeeper in January, February, 
May and June.

 (1) 13200 (2) 21300 (3) 23100
 (4) 12300 (5) None of these
Q.45.  Total number of refrigerators sold by the 

shopkeeper in March is what percent more than 
the number of refrigerators of company Y sold by 
the shopkeeper in January?

 (1) 255 % (2) 265 % (3) 235 %
 (4) 275 % (5) None of these
 Q.46-50. Find the value of Q1 and Q2 and state the correct 

relationship.
 (1) Quantity I > Quantity II
 (2) Quantity I >  Quantity II
 (3) Quantity II > Quantity I
 (4) Quantity II >   Quantity I
 (5) Quantity I = Quantity II or Relation cannot be 

established
Q.46.  Quantity I: Area of rectangle whose sides are in the 

ratio 3 : 1 and perimeter twice the circumference 
of a semi-circle with area 77 cm2.

 Quantity II:  Curved surface area of a cylinder of 
radius 12 cm and height equal to the side of square 
of area 49 cm2.

Q.47.  Quantity I: Time taken by A to complete 1/5th of 
work if B takes 6 days to complete 3/5th of work and 
together they take 5 days to complete 3/4th of work
Quantity II:  Time taken by a train to cross a 
platform of length 60 km given that it crosses a 
pole in two and a half hours running at 60 km/hr

Q.48.  Quantity I: Simple Interest on a sum of Rs 6200 at 
the rate of 6% per annum for 5 years

 Quantity II:  Compound Interest on a sum of Rs 
6400 at rate of 10% compounded semi-annually 
for one year.

Q.49.  The sum of the diameter and the circumference of 
circle A is 174 cm and the radius of circle B is 14 
cm less than the radius of circle A.

 Quantity I: Twice the radius of circle A
 Quantity II: The circumference of circle B
Q.50.  There are 5 Lava, 3 Samsung and 4 Vivo phones.
 Quantity I: If two phones are drawn at random, the 

probability that both the phones are either Lava or 
Samsung 

 Quantity II: If two phones are drawn at random, 
the probability that both the phones are either Vivo 
or Lava.

Former Tamil Nadu Fisheries Minister and member of Tamil Nadu Assembly K.P.P. Samy 
passed away. He was 57.



79

MODEL PAPER 2019

MAY 2020  MICA

Q.51-55.What approximate value should come at place of 
question mark  (?) in the following questions?

Q.51. 38.87 % of 544.9 – ? % of 249.8=12.52

 (1) 15 (2) 18  (3) 22
 (4) 27 (5) 32

Q.52. 217.25 2.25 1.5 0.25
?

12.5% 48of

÷ × ÷
=

 (1) 12 (2) 5  (3) 9
 (4) 17 (5) 24

Q.53. 1.92 +3.22–1.52 = 
212.5

?

 (1) 44 (2) 32  (3) 25
 (4) 13 (5) 9

Q.54. 
1

3? 1685160=
 (1) 144 (2) 109  (3) 119
 (4) 132 (5) 125
Q.55. 1124 = 750% of  ?
 (1) 100 (2) 125  (3) 150
 (4) 175 (5) 200
Q.56-60. Which information are necessary to answer the 

questions asked- 
 (1) Any two are sufficient
 (2) I and II together are sufficient
 (3) II and (I or III) are sufficient
 (4) All three together are sufficient
 (5) Other than given option
Q.56.  In an examination some students appeared for the 

examination. How many students cleared the exam?
 I. 35% of the students failed in the exams.
 II. The difference between the students who cleared 

the exam and failed in exam is 240.
 III. The ratio of the boys and girls who appeared for 

the examination is 4:5.
Q.57.  Find the two digit number.
 I. The product of the two digits of the two digit 

number is 20.
 II. The difference between the two digits of the two 

digit numbers is 1.

 III. The sum of the two digits of the two digit 
numbers is 9.

Q.58.  How much is monthly profit of a company?
 I. Company decided to give bonus with the salary 

to its employees. Bonus is 12% of the monthly 
profit of the company.

 II. On the day of salary distribution, company 
changed its mind and gave a total of Rs.24000 
as bonus which was 125% of what the company 
had decided earlier.

 III. Company gives an amount of Rs.15000 as bonus 
which is 3/4th of total monthly profit.

Q.59.  What is the present age of Sanjeev?
 I. Sanjeev is 4 years younger than Anuj. The ratio 

of the age of Anuj and Vipin is 4 : 5.
 II. Vipin is 1 year older than Sanjeev and the present 

age of Anuj is 20 years.
 III. The present age of Sanjeev is 5 years less than 

the age of Mohan.
Q.60.  At what time will the train reach point X from 

point Y?
 I. The train crosses another train of equal distance 

of 250 m in 25 sec. running opposite direction.
 II. The train of 250 m crosses a signal pole in 10 

sec.
 III. The distance between point X and point Y is 360 

km.
Q.61.  A and B started a business in partnership by 

investing Rs 8000 and Rs 3000 respectively. 
Condition of partnership is that B got Rs 100 
per month for management of the business. 
Remaining profit has to be distributed in the ratio 
of their investments. Find the profit share of B, if 
the annual profit is Rs 4500. 

 (1) Rs. 2200 (2) Rs. 2400  (3) Rs. 2300   
 (4) Rs. 2500  (5) None of these
Q.62.  An alloy contains Copper, Sulphur and lead in the 

ratio 2:3:1 and another contains Sulphur, lead and 
tin in the ratio 5:4:3. If equal weights of both alloys 
are melted together to form a third alloy, then what 
will be the weight of tin per kg in new alloy?

  (1) 1/6 Kg.  (2) 1/5 Kg.  (3) 1/9 Kg. 
 (4) 1/3 Kg.  (5) None of these
Q.63. Two boats A and B start towards each other from 

two places, 150 km apart. Speed of the boats 
A and B in still water are 12 km/h and 18 km/h 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched 10,000 Farmers Producer Organisations all over 
the country at Chitrakoot.



80

RBI ASSISTANT MAINS

MICA  MAY 2020
The Reserve Bank of India has approved the appointment of Sumant Kathpalia as the MD 

and CEO of IndusInd Bank for three years, with effect from March 24.

respectively. If A proceeds down and B up the 
stream, they will meet after how much time?

 (1) 4.5 hours  (2) 4 hours  (3) 3 hours   
 (4) 5 hours  (5) None of these 
Q.64. The ratio of speeds of a goods train and passenger 

train is 11:13 in the same direction. If the passenger 
train crosses the goods train in 90 seconds, while 
a passenger in the passenger train observes that 
he crosses the goods train in 75 seconds. Find the 
ratio of length of goods train to passenger train.

 (1) 6 : 7 (2) 4 : 9 (3) 5 : 1
 (4) 8 : 11 (5) 3 : 7
Q.65.  One card is drawn at random from a pack of 52 

cards. What is the probability that the card drawn 
is either a black card or a queen? 

 (1) 5/18 (2) 7/13 (3) 2/9
 (4) 15/26 (5) None of these 
Q.66.  The batting average of 40 innings of Virat Kohli 

is 52 runs. If his highest and lowest scores are 
excluded, the average of the remaining 38 innings 
is lowered by 1.5 runs. What is his highest score if 
his lowest score is 11 runs? 

 (1) 136 (2) 135  (3) 155
 (4) 150 (5) None of these 
Q.67.  Number of students in Arts and Science faculties 

in an institute are in the ratio of 5 : 8 respectively. 
If 150 more students join Art faculty while 80 
more students join Science faculty, the respective 
ratio becomes 3 : 4. Originally what was the total 
number of students in both faculties together?

 (1) 1200  (2) 1400
 (3) 1150  (4) Can't be determined
 (5) None of these 
Q.68.  A person wants to sell his goods at 20% profit after 

allowing a discount of 2
16 %

3
 on marked price. 

How much % above the cost price should he marks 
his article? 

 (1) 45% (2) 32%  (3) 44%
 (4) 40% (5) None of these
Q.69.  Mr. Ashish’s average monthly expenditure for the 

first four months of the year was Rs 1220. For the 
next five months, the average monthly expenditure 
was Rs 60 more than what it was during the first 
four months. If he spent Rs 840 in all during the 
remaining three months of the year. Find what 
percentage of his annual income of Rs 15000 did 
he save in the year? 

 (1) 12% (2) 10%  (3) 15%
 (4) 8% (5) None of these
Q.70.  The simple interest accrued on Rs 36000 at the 

end of three years is Rs. 12000.What would be 
compound interest accrued on the same amount 
for same time period.(Approx.)

 (1) 13380 (2) 13570  (3) 14250
 (4) 13940 (5) 13900
Q.71-74. Study the given information carefully to answer 

the questions.
  Sidhartha has decided to start a new company 

‘Sidhartha Travels’. He wants to buy some 
furniture – table, chair, air-conditioners. He also 
wants to buy a few desktops which will include 
monitor, CPU, keyboard and mouse and the cost of 
each table is 13.5 times the cost of a mouse and the 
cost of chair is 3/5 of the cost of a table. The cost 
of an air conditioner is 5 times the cost of a chair. 
The cost of a monitor is 20% more than the cost of 
a chair, A CPU costs Rs. 1500 more than a table 
and the keyboard costs 4 times a mouse. The cost 
of a mouse is Rs. 1000.

Q.71.  What will be the total cost of 1 table and 2 chairs 
together?

 (1) 28500 (2) 27700 (3) 30250
 (4) 26900 (5) None of these
Q.72.  What is the ratio of the cost of a CPU to the total 

cost of a mouse and a keyboard together?
 (1) 4:3 (2) 3:4  (3) 1:3
 (4) 3:1 (5) None of these
Q.73.  If the cost of a keyboard and a mouse increases by 

20% and 15% respectively, what will be the total 
cost of a desktop (given that the cost of a CPU and 
a monitor is the same)?

 (1) 32450 (2) 30670 (3) 31490
 (4) 42800 (5) None of these
Q.74.  Rahul bought 1 table, 1 chair and 1 desktop for 

himself. What was the total cost incurred to 
him?

 (1) 51320 (2) 48950 (3) 45840
 (4) 53200 (5) None of these
Q.75-79. Following bar-graph shows the population of 

seven countries (in lakh) and the table shows 
the percentage of literate population in these 
countries.
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Country Percentage 
literacy (in 2015)

Percentage 
literacy  (in 2016)

Australia 57.8 62.3
China 63.1 68.6

Germany 59.2 66.4
India 64.5 73.2
Japan 67.7 71
Russia 65.8 74.5
USA 68.9 73.3

Q.75.  What is the difference between the Literate 
population and illiterate population of India in the 
year 2015? (in lakh)

 (1) 3.16 (2) 3.016 (3) 4.302
 (4) 4.008 (5) None of these

Q.76.  Find the average population of all countries in year 
2015 except India and China.

 (1) 1135000 (2) 1179000 (3) 1154000
 (4) 1112000 (5) None of these
Q.77.  What is the total literate population of Australia in 

the year 2015 and 2016 together (in lakh)?
 (1) 11.32 (2) 10.89 (3) 12.4
 (4) 12.28 (5) 9.44
Q.78.  What is the difference between the total illiterate 

population of USA and Russia in the year 2015? 
 (1) 28740 (2) 32900 (3) 37800
 (4) 21600 (5) 19420
Q.79.  The literate population of Japan in the year 2016 

is approximately what percentage more than its 
literate population in 2015?

 (1) 35.2% (2) 41.4% (3) 39.7%
 (4) 32.3% (5) 37.3%
Q.80. Side of a square field and radius of a circular fields 

are same. If area of circular field is 3850 m2. Find 
the area of square field.

 (1) 1225 (2) 1296 (3) 2025

 (4) 1600 (5) None of these

RBI ASSISTANT MAINS/REASONING ABILITY
Q.81-85. Study the following information carefully and 

answers the questions given below:
 “Indian cricket world champion” is written as “hl 

oo rv nz”.
 “Football federation trophy winner” is written as 

“oo el rs iv”.
 “Kabaddi premier league going” is written as “om 

ef rv aw”.
 “Badminton smashers hard worker” is written as 

“al mi ai ov”.
Q.81. What is the code for ‘Capital’ in the given code 

language?
 (1) cl (2) al  (3) pz
 (4) az (5) None of these
Q.82. What is the code for ‘champions cricketer’ in the 

given code language?
 (1) an vr (2) rv hm (3) cs rv
 (4) hm ie (5) None of these
Q.83. What is the code for ‘Next year tournament’ in the 

given code language?

 (1) on ex ea (2) av xv mo (3) ez om ec
 (4) ex om ez (5) None of these
Q.84. What is the word for code ‘rv oz oo’ in the given 

code language?
 (1) Politicians world premier
 (2) Cricket ozone football
 (3) Premier coding cricket
 (4) Football political premier
 (5) World ozone promise
Q.85. What is the code for ‘layout’ in the given code 

language?
 (1) cl (2) al  (3) pz
 (4) af (5) None of these
Q.86-88. Study the following information carefully and 

answers the questions given below:
 Amongst six friends, Aman, Babita, Kunal, Dheeraj, 

Anshu and Fatima each got different marks in the 
examination. Dheeraj scored more than Babita but 
less than Anshu. babita scored 65 marks. Dheeraj 

Indian Coast Guard's offshore patrol vessel 'Varad' was commissioned by Union Shipping 
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya.
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scored less marks than only Anshu. Fatima scored 
more than aman but less than dheeraj. Kunal scored 
55 marks. Fatima scored more than Kunal. The one 
who scored the minimum marks scored 50 marks 
and the one who scored the highest, scored 75 
marks.

Q.86. Who scored the third highest marks?
 (1) Babita (2) Aman (3) Dheeraj
 (4) Fatima (5) Either Fatima or Babita
Q.87. Who scored the second highest marks?
 (1) Babita (2) Anshu (3) Dheeraj
 (4) Kunal (5) Aman
Q.88. Who scored the lowest marks?
 (1) Babita (2) Anshu (3) Dheeraj
 (4) Kunal (5) Aman
Q.89-91. Study the following information carefully and 

answers the questions given below:
 T is only brother of Y. L is married to R. P is the 

father of R. N is the mother of R. N is the daughter 
of Z. Z is the mother of Q. Q is the brother of F. 
L has only two sons. R is the mother of T. F is the 
daughter of V.

Q.89. How N is related to T?
 (1) Grandfather  (2) Grandmother
 (3) Cannot be determined (4) Grandson 
 (5) Granddaughter
Q.90. How R is related to Q?
 (1) Niece  
 (2) Daughter 
 (3) Cannot be determined
 (4) Nephew
 (5) Aunt
Q.91. Y is _____ of P.
 (1) Grandfather (2) Grandmother (3) Father
 (4) Grandson (5) Granddaughter
Q.92. The positions of how many digits in the number 

74953681 will remain unchanged when the digits 
are rearranged in ascending order?

 (1) None (2) One  (3) Two
 (4) Three (5) More than three
Q.93. If it is possible to make only one meaningful word 

with the second, the fifth, the sixth, the seventh, 

Veteran film editor Sreekar Prasad has entered Limca Book of Records for 'films edited in 
most number of languages'.

the eleventh and the thirteenth letter of the word 
LUDICROUSNESS using each letter only once in 
each word, which of the following will be the last 
letter of that word ? If no such word can be made, 
give answer ’N’ and if more than such word can be 
made, give answer ‘M’?

 (1) E (2) N  (3) R
 (4) M (5) None of these
Q.94-96. Study the following information carefully and 

answers the questions given below:
 The face of six house P, Q, R, S, T and U is north. 

House Q is 12m right of house P. House R is 8m 
left of house P. House S is exactly midway between 
house T and house U. Both house T and house U is 
right of house Q. The total distance between house T 
and house U is 14m. House U is 3m right of House 
Q. Atul starts from house Q and walks 30m south 
then turn to left and walk 10m. Pankaj starts from 
house T and walks 20m north then turn to left and 
walk 29m and again turn to left and walk 15m.

Q.94. Atul is in which direction with respect to house T?
 (1) South-east (2) North-west (3) North
 (4) South (5) South-west
Q.95. Atul is in which direction with respect to Pankaj?
 (1) South-east (2) North-west (3) North
 (4) South (5) South-west
Q.96. If a man starts from house R and moves 35m north 

then turn to the right and walk 20m then house Q 
how far and in which direction with respect to that 
person?

 (1) 20m, South-east (2) 25m, North-west
 (3) 32m, North  (4) 35m, South
 (5) 30m, South-west
Q.97-101. Study the following information carefully and 

answers the questions given below:
 Fourteen people are sitting in two parallel rows 

containing seven people each, in such a way that 
there is an equal distance between adjacent persons. 
In row-1 P, Q, R, S, T, N and U are seated and all 
of them are facing south. In row-2 Z, Y, X, W, V, B 
and A are seated and all of them are facing north. 
Therefore, in the given seating arrangement each 
member seated in a row faces another member of 
the other row.

 W is not an immediate neighbour of X and Y. Z 
is third to the right of the person who is sitting 
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opposite to the one who is an immediate left of 
R. A is sitting opposite to U. T sits fourth to the 
left of the one who is sitting opposite to Y, both 
of them are not sitting any of the extreme ends 
of the line. Only three persons sit between T and 
Q. X is sitting third to the right of the one who 
is sitting opposite to P. W and V does not sit 
any of the extreme ends of the line. N is not an 
immediate neighbour of T.

Q.97. How many persons are seated between Y and W?
 (1) One (2) Two (3) Three
 (4) Four (5) None
Q.98. Q is related to V in the same way as T is related to 

A. In the same pattern which of the following is 
related to W?

 (1) U (2) Z  (3) Q
 (4) R (5) None of these
Q.99. What is the position of S with respect to P?
 (1) Second to the left (2) Third to the left

 (3) Fourth to the right (4) Third to the right

 (5) Second to the right

Q.100. Who amongst the following sit at extreme ends of 
the rows?

 (1) W, U (2) P, R  (3) S, H

 (4) B, U (5) P, A

Q.101. Who amongst the following faces X?

 (1) R (2) S  (3) T

 (4) P (5) N

Q.102-106. Study the following information carefully and 
answers the questions given below:

 There are eight persons A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are 
sitting around a circular table. All are facing towards the 
center of the table. All of them has different age viz. 19 
year, 20 year, 21 year, 22 year, 23 year, 24 year, 25 year 
and 26 year, but not necessarily in the same order.

 G sits third to left of A who is 19 year old. D does 
not sit adjacent to F. 3 year different between the 
age of E and B. The one who is 25 year old sits third 
to left of one who is 21 year old. The person who is 
21 year old sit between G and H. F is 23 year old. 
C sits third left of D who is 24 year old. Only three 
person sit between E and F. Only one person sits 
between D and B. G is 20 year old.

Q.102. What is the age of A? (In years)

 (1) 22 (2) 23  (3) 24

 (4) 25 (5) None of these

Q.103. Who among following sits second to left of D?

 (1) H (2) E  (3) C

 (4) D (5) G

Q.104. Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 
and hence they form a group. Which one of the 
following does not belong to that group?

 (1) F, A (2) H, G (3) D, G

 (4) B, D (5) C, F

Q.105. Who among following sits second to left of A?

 (1) C (2) B  (3) F

 (4) D (5) E

Q.106. Who among following is 24 year old?

 (1) E (2) A  (3) H

 (4) D (5) B
Q.107-111. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 Eight people P, Q, R, S, T, U, V and W have a 

seminar on two dates 8 and 13 of four different 
months of the same year from January to April but 
not necessarily in the order. Each of them also likes 
a different fruit namely Banana, Grapes, Papaya, 
Orange, Mango, Litchi, Gauva and Apple but not 
necessarily in the same order.The one who likes 
Papaya has a seminar in the month, which has 31 
days. P likes Papaya. More than two people have a 
seminar between P and U. Only three people have a 
seminar between Q and the one who likes Mango. P 
has a seminar immediately after T. Only two person 
has a seminar after the one who likes Apple. The one 
who has a seminar in February does not like Orange 
and Litchi. R has a seminar in a month which has 
less than 31 days. Only two people have seminar 
between R and S. U likes Grapes. V has a seminar 
immediately after the one who likes Apple. W has 
a seminar immediately before to the one who likes 
Orange. W does not like Gauva.

Q.107. Which of the following represents the month in 
which Q has a seminar?

 (1) January (2) February (3) March
 (3) April (5) None of these
Q.108. Which of the following represents the people 

who have a seminar in 13 January and 13 march 
respectively?

Chinese swimmer Sun Yang has been banned for eight years for breaking anti-doping 
rules.
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Saurav Ghosal and Veer Chotrani are the only two Indians to be nominated in the Asian 
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 (1) V, S (2) P, S  (3) Q, T
 (3) V, T (5) U, R
Q.109. How many people have a seminar between V and 

the one who likes Banana?
 (1) None (2) Two (3) Three
 (3) One (5) More than three
Q.110. As per the given arrangement, R is related to Banana 

and Q is related to Apple following a certain pattern, 
which of the following is U related to following the 
same pattern?

 (1) Mango (2) Litchi (3) Apple
 (3) Papaya (5) Grapes
Q.111. Who among the following likes Mango?
 (1) W (2) U  (3) Q
 (3) V (5) T
Q.112-115. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 There are ten persons A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I and J 

living in a ten-floor building, such that ground floor 
is numbered as 1, just above the floor is numbered 
as 2 and so on the topmost floor is numbered as 10, 
but not necessary in the same order.

 Only three persons live between B and I. F lives 
immediately above A, who lives on an odd-
numbered floor. The number of people lives 
between A and B is same as the number of people 
lives between F and D. E lives on one of the floors 
below D. There is only one floor in between H and 
J. D does not live on the top floor. E lives on an 
odd-numbered floor above J but not on the seventh 
floor. I lives below the floor on which B lives. H 
lives above the floor on which J lives. C lives on 
an even-numbered floor above B but not on top and 
6th floor. B lives on the 5th floor.

Q.112. How many persons live between E and A?
 (1) One (2) Four (3) None
 (4) Three (5) More than four
Q.113. Who among the following lives on the topmost 

floor?
 (1) I (2) U  (3) F
 (4) E (5) H
Q.114. Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 

and so form a group, find the one which does not 
belong to that group?

 (1) C (2) J  (3) H

 (4) I (5) F

Q.115. Which of the following statement is not true about 
H?

 (1) H lives on 4th floor 

 (2) Two persons live between H and I

 (3) I lives immediately below H

 (4) B lives immediately above H

 (5) All are true

Q.116-120. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below:

 Eight Boxes P, Q, R, S, T, U, V and W are placed 
one above another starting from the bottom, but not 
necessarily in the same order.

 There are three boxes placed between V and Q. Only 
one box is placed between V and P. Box W is just 
below box Q. Number of Boxes between R and T is 
same as between W and U. Box R is just above box 
V. Both V and P are placed above Q. P is placed on 
an odd numbered place. U is placed above S (but not 
exactly above). There are two boxes between U and 
S.

Q.116. How many boxes are/is placed between T and W?

 (1) 2 (2) 1  (3) 3

 (4) 4 (5) None of these

Q.117. If boxes are placed in alphabetical order from 
bottom to top then, how many boxes will remain 
in the same position?

 (1) 3 (2) 4  (3) 2

 (4) 1 (5) None of these

Q.118. Which box is placed just below box P?

 (1) V (2) U  (3) S

 (4) Q (5) None of these

Q.119. How many boxes are/is placed between T and 
P?

 (1) 3 (2) 2  (3) 4

 (4) 1 (5) None of these

Q.120. Which box is placed just above box Q?

 (1) T (2) U  (3) R

 (4) V (5) None of these
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Q.121. _______ is the set of programs that enables your 

computer’s hardware devices and application 
software to work together.

 (1) management  (2) processing
 (3) utility      (4) System Software
 (5) None of these
Q.122. ______ are specially designed computer chips 

reside inside other devices, such as your car or your 
electronic thermostat

 (1) Servers  (2) Embedded computers
 (3) Robotic computers    (4) Mainframes
 (5) None of the above
Q.123. The following are all computing devices, except 

_______.
 (1) notebook computers
 (2) cellular telephones
 (3) digital scanners   
 (4) personal digital assistants
 (5) None of the above        
Q.124. DMA is particularly suited for data transfer between 

the ________.
 (1) disk drive and CPU (2) disk drive and RAM
 (3) disk drive and ROM (4) disk drive and I/O
 (5) None of these
Q.125. The paragraph mark (¶) is a formatting mark that 

indicates where the _____ was pressed.
 (1) TAB key  (2) SPACE bar
 (3) ENTER key  (4) SHIFT key
 (5) Caps Lock
Q.126. Press the ENTER key in all of the following 

circumstances except _____.
 (1) to insert a blank line into a document
 (2) when the insertion point reaches the right margin
 (3) to begin a new paragraph
 (4) in response to certain Word commands
 (5) None  of these
Q.127. Which of the following statements about logic errors 

is false?
 (1) They produce syntax errors
 (2) They result in unexpected behavior
 (3) They can be caused by typos

 (4) they are typically harder to find and debug
 (5) They are a type of runtime error
Q.128. What operating system includes the DOS command 

line interface?
 (1) Android (2) Unix (3) OS X
 (4) Windows (5) Linux
Q.129. Which of the following is most similar to a word 

processor?
 (1) Dictionary  (2) Thesaurus
 (3) Text Editor  (4) Code Inspector
 (5) None of these
Q.130.  Where is the copyright information located on most 

webpages?
 (1) Title (2) Header (3) Footer
 (4) Sidebar (5) Status bar
Q.131. Which of the following programs is not an Apple 

product?
 (1) iPhone (2) iPen (3) iCloud
 (4) iMac (5) iTune
Q.132.  How many bits are in a kilobyte?
 (1) 8192 (2) 8256 (3) 8512
 (4) 8768 (5) 8196
Q.133. What is firmware used to update?
 (1) System files
 (2) Third party applications
 (3) Internet connection settings
 (4) Hardware devices
 (5) Software
Q.134. Which of the following can be used to store a large 

number of files in a small amount of storage space?
 (1) File adjustment (2) File copying
 (3) File reading  (4) File compatibility
 (5) File compression
Q.135.  In Excel 2007, you have up to _____rows and 

_____columns.
 (1) 1,048,576 and 16,384 
 (2) 65,536 and 256
 (3) 65,536 and 255
 (4) 1,048,576 and 256
 (5) None of these

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of Bundelkhand Expressway at 
Chitrakoot.
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Q.136. An unauthorized user is a network _______ issue.
 (1) Performance (2) Reliability (3) Security
 (4) All the above (5) None of these
Q.137. Which topology requires a central controller or hub?
 (1) Mesh (2) Star  (3) Bus
 (4) Ring (5) Tree
Q.138. Which topology requires a multipoint connection?
 (1) Mesh (2) Star  (3) Bus
 (4) Ring (5) Tree
Q.139. To convert paper into an editable document, a 

scanner would employ __________ technology.             
 (1) UPC               (2) scanning
 (3) conversion              (4) OCR
 (5) MICR
Q.140.  To place your image into a live video conference, 

a __________ is usually used.
 (1) webcam  (2) digital camera
 (3) video camera              (4) scanner
 (5) None of these
Q.141. Which one of the following is an example of 

Operating System?
 (1) Microsoft Word (2) Microsoft Excel
 (3) Microsoft Access (4) Microsoft Windows
 (5) Microsoft Outlook
Q.142. Which of the following is not used as secondary 

storage?
 (1) Semiconductor memory
 (2) Magnetic Disks 
 (3) Magnetic Drums
 (4) Magnetic Tapes 
 (5) None of these
Q.143. Collection of many sectors is called ___.
 (1) Track (2) Cylinder (3) Section
 (4) Frame (5) Ring
Q.144.  OCR stands for _____.
 (1) Optical Character Reader
 (2) Optical Code Reader
 (3) Octal Character Reader
 (4) Original Code Reader
 (5) Original Character Reader
Q.145. Which of the following is Toggle key?

 (1) CAPS LOCK  (2) NUM LOCK
 (3) SCROLL LOCK (4) All 
 (5) None of these
Q.146. The programs to the computers are written in –
 (1) Program Language (2) Machine Language
 (3) English Language (4) Low level language
 (5) Object Language
Q.147. Which of the following is the most powerful type 

of the computer?
 (1) Mainframe  (2) Super conductor
 (3) Micro computer (4) All 
 (5) None of these
Q.148. What C stands for in CPU ____.
 (1) Central (2) Commit (3) Click
 (4) Control (5) Center 
Q.149. Which is not peripheral device?
 (1) Mouse (2) Keyboard (3) Printer
 (4) Webcam (5) Motherboard
Q.150. How can you see the contents of a file on a computer 

?
 (1) By Dragging it (2) By clicking on it 
 (3) By searching it (4) By dropping it
 (5) None of these
Q.151. MICR stands for _____.
 (1) Magnetic Ink Character Recognition
 (2) Magnetic Ink Code Reader
 (3) Magnetic In Cases Reader
 (4) Magnet In Character Reader
 (5) None of these
Q.152. Which protocol provides e-mail facility among 

different host?
 (1) FTP (2) SMTP (3) TELNET
 (4) SNMP (5) All
Q.153. A light sensitive device that convert drawing, printed 

text or other images into digital form is ______.
 (1) Keyboard (2) Plotter (3) Scanner
 (4) OMR (5) None of these
Q.154. Which of the following is non-volatile?
 (1) RAM (2) DRAM (3) ROM
 (4) All (5) None of these
Q.155. Second generation computers are made up of _____.

The government has extended the term of Securities and Exchange Board of India 
Chairman Ajay Tyagi by six months or until further orders.
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 (1) Vaccum tubes  (2) Transistors
 (3) LSI  (4) VLSI
 (5) None of these
Q.156. GUI stands for ____.
 (1) Graph Use interface
 (2) Graphical Universal Interface
 (3) Graphical User Interface
 (4) Graphical Unique Interface
 (5) None of these
Q.157. Any data or instruction entered into the memory of 

a computer is considered As ______.
 (1) Storage (2) Output (3) Input
 (4) Information (5) None of these

Q.158. Time during which a job is processed by the 
computer is _____.

 (1) Execution Time (2) Delay Time 
 (3) Real Time  (4) Waiting Time
 (5) None of these
Q.159. Which of the following circuit is used as a ‘Memory 

device’ in computers?
 (1) Rectifier (2) Flip Flop (3) Comparator
 (4) Attenuator (5) None of these
Q.160. The memory sizes in mainframe computers and 

advanced technology micro computer are expressed 
as _____.

 (1) Bytes (2) Kilobytes (3) Bits
 (4) Megabytes (5) None of these

RBI ASSISTANT MAINS/GENERAL AWARENESS
Q.161. The Dudhwa National Park is located in which State?
 (1) Assam   (2) Maharashtra 
 (3) Tamil Nadu   (4) Uttar Pradesh 
 (5) Andhra Pradesh
Q.162. The autobiography "Courage and Commitment" is 

written by which of the following?
 (1) Margaret Alva  (2) Rajnath Singh 
 (3) Smriti Irani  (4) Keshari Nath Tripathi
 (5) None of These 
Q.163. What is the capital and largest city of Estonia?
 (1) Addis Ababa   (2) Warsaw 
 (3) Tallinn  (4) Paris 
 (5) Washington 
Q.164. What is the name of the regulatory body that issues 

the Financial Stability Report?
 (1) Reserve Bank of India 
 (2) State Bank of India 
 (3) Industrial Development Bank of India 
 (4) Central Bank of India 
 (5) None of the above 
Q.165. Who is the governor of Kerala?
 (1) Kalraj Mishra 
 (2) Tamilisai Soundararajan 
 (3) Arif Mohammad Khan 
 (4) Vajubhai Vala 
 (5) Banwarilal Purohit 

Q.166. The monetary unit of the International Monetary 
Fund is called _____. 

 (1) ADR (2) ETF  (3) SDR 
 (4) GDR  (5) IDR
Q.167. Who among the following has sworn-in as the 

lieutenant governor of Ladakh?
 (1) V.P. Singh Badnore 
 (2) Anil Baijal 
 (3) Radha Krishna Mathur 
 (4) Girish Chandra Murmu 
 (5) None of the above 
Q.168. As per Section _______ of RBI Act 1934, RBI has 

the right to issue bank notes. 
 (1) 2  (2) 20   (3) 22 
 (4) 24  (5) 26 
Q.169. Recently, Reserve Bank has increased the household 

income limits for borrowers of Non-Banking 
Financial Companies and microfinance institutions 
from 1 lakh to _____________.

 (1) 1.25 lakh rupees  (2) 1.50 lakh rupees 
 (3) 2 lakh rupees  (4) 2.25 lakh rupees 
 (5) 2.50 lakh rupees 
Q.170. What is the Currency of Iceland?
 (1) Dollar  (2) Krona  (3) Dinar 
 (4) Franc  (5) Euro 
Q.171. In which state is Sri Padmanabhaswamy Temple 

located?
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 (1) Kerala   (2) Karnataka 
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Meghalaya 
 (5) Sikkim 
Q.172. NTPC Dadri or National Capital Power Stations 

located in which state?
 (1) Rajasthan   (2) Karnataka 
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Madhya Pradesh 
 (5) Maharashtra 
Q.173. Recently, which Private sector bank has launched 

‘card-less cash withdrawal’ facility from its ATMs?
 (1) Punjab National Bank (2) HDFC Bank 
 (3) Axis Bank   (4) ICICI Bank 
 (5) Allahabad Bank 
Q.174. The National Bravery Awards for children are 

presented by which ministry/ organisation annually? 
 (1) Ministry of Skill India 
 (2) Ministry of Women and Child Development 
 (3) Indian Council for child welfare 
 (4) UNICEF 
 (5) Ayush Ministry 
Q.175. RBI issues currency notes on the basis of ______.
 (1) Minimum reserve  (2) General reserve 
 (3) Proportional reserve  (4) Gold reserve  
 (5) None of these 
Q.176. Which mission was launched by Union Steel 

Minister Dharmendra Pradhan with the objective of 
accelerated development of Eastern India through 
an integrated steel hub in Kolkata, West Bengal?

 (1) PURVODAYA  (2) SARVODAYA 
 (3) PROTSAHAN  (4) SERVICE 
 (5) None of these 
Q.177. The "Country Partnership Framework" is mentioned 

in the news recently in which of the following 
context?

 (1) UN Security Council 
 (2) European Union 
 (3) World Bank 
 (4) United States of America 
 (5) None of these 
Q.178. Composite Water Management Index is released by 

which of the following?

 (1) NITI Aayog 
 (2) Central Water Commission 
 (3) Jal Shakti Ministry 
 (4) Both 1 and 2 
 (5) Both 2 and 3 
Q.179. The Defense Expo 2020 has been organized in which 

of the following city?
 (1) Patna  (2) Jaipur  (3) Lucknow 
 (4) Hyderabad  (5) Pune 
Q.180. Kuchipudi classical dance is related to which state?
 (1) Andhra Pradesh  (2) Karnataka 
 (3) Manipur   (4) Tamil Nadu 
 (5) Kerala 
Q.181. The headquarters of the Asian Development Bank 

is situated in which city?
 (1) New Delhi  (2) Kathmandu 
 (3) Jakarta   (4) Manila
 (5) None of these 
Q.182. India and which country recently signed four MoUs 

in the field of research and higher education to 
strengthen their bilateral relations?

 (1) Denmark  (2) Belgium  (3) Norway 
 (4) Russia  (5) Nepal 
Q.183. PM-KISAN (Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi) 

Scheme pay all poor farmers (small and marginal 
farmers having lands up to 2 hectares) Rs 6,000 each 
every year in ______ installments through Direct 
Bank Transfer.

 (1) 2  (2) 3   (3) 4 
 (4) 6  (5) None of these 
Q.184. Loktak Lake is located in which Indian State?
 (1) Tamil Nadu   (2) Kerala 
 (3) Manipur  (4) Karnataka 
 (5) Andhra Pradesh
Q.185. India's private sector bank, RBL Bank partnered 

with which of the following "Online food delivery 
platform" to launch a co-branded credit card 
operated by MasterCard.

 (1) Uber Eats (2) KFC (3) Zomato
 (4) Foodpanda (5) Swiggy

Q.186. Bureau of Energy Efficiency Agency celebrated 
its 19th foundation day in New Delhi. Bureau of 
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Energy Efficiency (BEE) agency comes under 
which Ministry?

 (1) Ministry of Power

 (2) Ministry of External Affairs

 (3) Ministry of Finance

 (4) Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas

 (5) Ministry of Defence 

Q.187. Which of the following city, will host the annual 
session of the 108th Indian Science Congress on 
January 3-7, 2021?

 (1) Pune (2) Lucknow (3) Jaipur

 (4) Patna (5) Jammu 

Q.188. Who has been appointed as the key member of the 
"White House Coronavirus task Force" constituted 
by US President Donald Trump recently?

 (1) Ajit Pai (2) Alex Azar (3) Neomi Rao

 (4) Seema Verma (5) Nikki Haley 

Q.189. BRAC is an international development organization 
based in which country?

 (1) Japan (2) China (3) Bangladesh

 (4) India (5) Afghanistan

Q.190. Which of the following E-commerce company has 
partnered with the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-
National Urban Livelihoods Mission under the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs?

 (1) Paytm (2) Flipkart (3) Snapdeal

 (4) Amazon (5) Firstcry 

Q.191. 'Chapchar Kut' is a popular festival of which state?

 (1) Sikkim (2) Mizoram (3) Nagaland

 (4) Meghalaya (5) Tripura

Q.192. What is the Full form of BCSBI?

 (1) Banking Codes and state Board of India

 (2) Banking Codes and Standards Board of India

 (3) Banking Currency and Standards Board of India

 (4) Banking Currency and State Board of India

 (5) None of these

Q.193. RBI has decided to increase the Priority Sector 
Lending (PSL) target for UCBs from 40% to 
___________ of the Adjusted Net Bank Credit or 
Credit Equivalent Amount of Off-Balance Sheet 
Exposure.

 (1) 50% (2) 25% (3) 75%

 (4) 45% (5) 100%

Q.194. Veteran poet and _________________ scholar 
Puthussery Ramachandran has passed away 
recently.

 (1) Marathi (2) Telugu (3) Kannada

 (4) Malayalam (5) Tamil 

Q.195. National Vaccination Day is celebrated on which 
day?

 (1) 17 March (2) 15 March (3) 16 March 

 (4) 14 March (5) 13 March 

Q.196. Which of the following country has become the 
world’s first country recognized as a "Dark Sky 
Place" by the International Dark-Sky Association’s 
(IDA)?

 (1) Guam (2) Palau (3) Nauru

 (4) Niue (5) Tonga 

Q.197. In which state India’s 1st digital parcel locker 
service launched?

 (1) West Bengal  (2) Bihar

 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Gujarat

 (5) Karnataka 

Q.198. The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi approved a _______________ 
percent hike in Dearness Allowance (DA) for central 
government employees and Dearness Relief (DR) 
to pensioners with effect from January 1, 2020.

 (1) 4% (2) 1%  (3) 3%

 (4) 5% (5) 2% 

Q.199. Which State Government has launched three 
ambitious schemes for skill development and 
employment generation for youths in the state? 

 (1) Uttarakhand Government

 (2) Rajasthan Government

 (3) Uttar Pradesh Government

 (4) Maharashtra Government

 (5) Gujarat Government 

Q.200. Which of the following team won the Ranji Trophy 
title 2020?

 (1) Railways (2) Saurashtra (3) Mumbai

 (4) Karnataka (5) Bengal

Muhyiddin Yassin was officially sworn in at Istana Negara as Malaysia’s prime minister.
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Q.1.(2) Only option (B) is conveying the exact meaning 

as per the original sentence, while option (A) says 
that Rohingya refugees were not hired which is 
not true as per the original sentence and option 
(C) says that NGOs working in the area did not 
hire Rohingya refugees, which again is not true 
as per the original sentence.

Q.2.(5) Both A and B are conveying the same meaning 
as the original sentence, but option (C) is saying 
that that relocation should be done because people 
have spread rumours at the camp which is entirely 
wrong.

Q.3.(3) Both A and B are conveying the same meaning 
as the original sentence, but option (B) is saying 
that ‘violence’ affects the experience of women 
and girls, which is way more twisted as per the 
original sentence.

Q.4.(1) Only option (A) is providing the exact meaning 
as per the original sentence while option (B) 
has become negative due to the negative pair of 
conjunction and option (C) is wrong because it is 
talking about changing the entire system which 
is not said at all in the passage.

Q.5.(4) red tape (n)- excessive bureaucracy or adherence 
to official rules and formalities.

 Both B and C are its synonyms and can replace 
it well in the sentence.

 For other options:
 Soliloquium (n)- the act of talking to oneself.
Q.6.(3) martyrdom (n)- suffering, torture or death.
 Both C and D are its synonyms and can replace 

it well in the sentence.
 For other options:
 renunciation (n)- the formal rejection of 

something, typically a belief, claim, or course of 
action.

 apostasy (n)_ the abandonment or renunciation 
of a religious or political belief or principle.

Q.7.(4) consecrated (Adj.)- (of a church or land) having 
been made or declared sacred.

 Both B and C are its synonyms and can replace 
it well in the sentence.

 For other options:
 bona fide (adj.)- authentic; real.
 vilify (v)- speak or write about in an abusively 

disparaging manner.

Q.8.(2) The main sentence is - Spending time in and 
around aquatic environments has consistently 
been shown to lead to significantly higher 
benefits, in inducing positive mood and reducing 
negative mood and stress, than green space does.

 While part B is talking about the (doing some 
specific activity) past time, which is exploring its 
nature itself now, so it is contextually incorrect.

Q.9.(4) The main sentence is - While it’s impossible to 
profile shoplifters – the crime transcends gender, 
age and all socio-demographic strata, and about 
one in 11 people commit it –evidence suggests 
the rich actually do steal more than the poor.

 While part D is talking about the positive steps 
that we take for our physical and mental health, 
so it is contextually incorrect.

Q.10.(3) The main sentence is - It is important to minimise 
exposure to agents that strip the skin of its natural 
oils, water – especially hot water – dries the skin, 
so make sure you’re using warm or lukewarm 
water for baths and showers, as well as washing 
your hands and doing the dishes.

 While part C is talking about the using vitamin 
D for maintaining good social relations, so it is 
contextually incorrect.

Q.11.(3) In part A : my all is given, it should be all my 
friends.

 In part D : join them should be used at the place 
of collaborate them.

Q.12.(1) In part B: both should be written after from.
 In part D: affect should be written in place of 

effect.
Q.13.(5) 
Q.14.(4) In part A: adviced should be replaced by advised 

(verb)
 In part B : aerobics (plural is required)
Q.15.(5) No correction required.
Q.16.(1) Setting up of the.
Q.17.(4) Promotion, regulation and control.
Q.18.(2) Will have to establish.
Q.19.(5) No correction required.
Q.20.(2) In the last paragraph author says that his previous 

definition was “too absolute”. Yet he admits that 
the less man “upsets the balance of Nature” the 
better. Hence his definition is not entirely right 
(because it is too idealistic) but it is not entirely 

Australia fast bowler Pat Cummins took three wickets in the first of the three ODIs against 
South Africa to complete 100 ODI wickets.
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wrong either. So all other options are eliminated, 
because they are strongly negative.

Q.21.(4) In “except” questions find the true statements 
first. In this case find four statements that weaken 
the idea that destroying pests is beneficial. That 
means finding statements that show that it is not 
a good idea to destroy the pests. While all other 
options give reasons why destroying these insects 
might be a mistake. Option (4), however, is the 
right answer because it suggests that eliminating 
these insects might not be wrong, since they are 
not even natural inhabitants of the area.

Q.22.(2) In the third paragraph it is written that “I am 
speaking of tonight” so it can be inferred that the 
words were delivered orally, and not even during 
the day time. The only possible answer is option 
(2).

Q.23.(3) In the last paragraph, the author warns the man 
against his attitude and suggests not to create 
disturbance in ecological system and should have 
foresight for his own benefit.

Q.24.(4) The very first paragraph determines the tone 
which goes on to criticise the human activities 
against nature sarcastically yet issues a suggestive 
warning to exercise due foresight and self-control. 
The entire passage revolves around this tone and 
concludes with the suggestion not to disturb the 
ecological balance.

Q.25.(5) As per the last paragraph where the author has 
mentioned ‘he departs from the state of civil 
society’, and ‘obedience is prescribed solely by 
necessity’, is clearly giving the correct answer.

Q.26.(2) All the paradoxes in this section of the extract are 
resolved in the sentence, “These wonders are the 
work of law.” But the law is such that “each loses 
no part of his liberty but what might be hurtful 
to that of another”, making option (C) the best 
answer.

Q.27.(2) The author uses words such as sublime, and 
celestial which indicate his tendency to glorify 
the institution of law, making praise or extolling 
possible choices. He clearly refers to the law as a 
human institution. Hence only option choice (B) 
can be the correct answer.

Q.28.(2) In the third line of the first paragraph the author 
states that it is difficult to recognize the general 
will and to distinguish it from the personal. He 
states that only the “most sublime virtue” can 
make this distinction, hence option (C) is not said 
by the author, so he’d not be agree with it.

Q.29.(2) In the last of the first paragraph, it is said that 
“if any constraint can be laid on my will, I am 
no longer free, and that I am no longer master of 
my own property, if anyone else can lay a hand 
on it. This difficulty, which would have seemed 
insurmountable, has been removed”, so the 
correct option choice is option (2).

Q.30.(2) Unconventional (adj.) – not based on or conforming 
to what is generally done or believed.

 Unwonted (adj.) – unaccustomed or unusual.
 For other options-
 Unruly (adj.) – disorderly.
 Customary (adj.) – according to the customs or 

usual practices.
Q.31.(4) Deadlock (n) – a situation, typically one involving 

opposing parties, in which no progress can be 
made.

 For other options-
 Straddle (n) – an act of sitting or standing with 

one's legs wide apart.
 Monotony (n) – lack of variety and interest; 

tedious repetition and routine.
 Breakaway (n) – a divergence or radical change 

from something established or long-standing.
Q.32.(3) Predominant (adj.) – present as the strongest or 

main element; paramount.
 For other options-
 Incidental (adj.) – happening as a minor 

accompaniment to something else.
 Peripheral (adj.) – of secondary or minor 

importance; marginal.
Q.33.(2) Unscrupulous (adj.) – not morally correct; 

unethical.
 For other options-
 Unravel (adj.) – undo (twisted, knitted, or woven 

threads); unsnarl.
Q.34.(3) In II and I sentences, Draconian (adj.) – (of laws 

or their application) excessively harsh and severe.
 In III sentence, Slender (adj.) – (especially of a 

rod or stem) of small girth or breadth.
Q.35.(4) In II and III sentences, Uncanny (adj.) – strange/

mysterious, especially in an unsettling way.
 In I sentence, Unabashed (adj.) – not embarrassed, 

disconcerted, or ashamed.
Q.36.(5) In I, II and III sentences, Debilitate (v) – make 

(someone) very weak and infirm.

New Zealand pacer Tim Southee has become the first bowler to dismiss India captain Virat 
Kohli 10 times in international cricket.
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Q.37.(2) Overhaul (v) – analyse and improve (a system).

 Overstrip (v) – exceed.

 Proliferated (adj.) – increased

 For other options-

 Protrude (v) – extend beyond or above a surface.

 Pertain (v) – be appropriate, related, or applicable to.
 Bereave (v) – be deprived of a close relation or 

friend through their death.
Q.38.(3) The correct rearrangement is CBAED.
Q.39.(5) The correct rearrangement is BCDA.
Q.40.(3) The correct rearrangement is CBAD.

ExPLANATION/RBI ASSISTANT MAINS/NUMERICAL ABILITY
Q.41.(2)   Number of refrigerators of company X sold by 

the shopkeeper in January and February together

 = 
5 12 7 18

60000 60000 10300
9 100 12 100

× × + × × =

 Total number of refrigerators sold by the 
shopkeeper in March = 20/100×60000 = 12000

 Required percentage = 
10300

100% 86%
12000

× ≈

 Q.42.(1) Total number of refrigerators of company Y sold 
by the shopkeeper in February

 = 
5 18

10800 4500
12 100

× × =

 Total number of refrigerators of company Y sold 
by the shopkeeper in April

 = 
1 8

60000 2400
2 100

× × =

 Required ratio = 4500 : 2400 = 15:8
Q.43.(3) Number of refrigerators of company X sold by 

the shopkeeper in June

 = 
5 20

60000 5000
12 100

× × =

 Number of refrigerators of company Y sold by 
the shopkeeper in May

 = 6 22
60000 7200

11 100
× × =

 Required difference = 7200 – 5000 = 2200
Q.44.(2) Total number of refrigerators of company X sold 

by the shopkeeper in January, February, May 
and June

 = 5 12 7 18 5 22 5 20
60000 21300

9 100 12 100 11 100 12 100
 × + × + × + × × =  

 

Q.45.(4) Total number of refrigerators sold by the 
shopkeeper in March

 = 20% of 60000 = 12000
 Number of refrigerators of company Y sold by 

the shopkeeper in January

 = 
4 12

60000 3200
9 100

× × =

 Required percentage 

 = 
12000 3200

100% 275%
3200

− × =

Q.46.(3) I-Circumference of semicircle  = πr = 22 cm
 So perimeter of rectangle = 2×22 = 44 cm
 So 3x+x = 44 cm, x = 11, 
 So area of rectangle = 3×121 = 363cm2

 II- Height of cylinder = √49 = 7 cm
 So CSA = 2πrh = 528cm2

 Hence I < II 
Q.47.(1)  I: A and B completes 3/4th work in 5 days, so 

complete 1 work in 4/3 × 5 = 20/3 days
 B complete 3/5 work in 6 days, so complete 

work in 5/3 × 6  = 10 days
 So in 1 day work of A = 3/20 – 1/10 = 1/20
 So to complete 1/5th work = 1/5 × 20 = 4 days
 II: length of train = 2.5 × 60 = 150 km
 So time taken to cross platform of length 60 

km with speed 60 km/hr = 150 60
3.5

60

+ = hrs
Hence I > II 

Q.48.(1)  I: SI = Rs 1860
 II: CI = Rs 1376
 Hence I > II 
Q.49.(3) Let the radius of circle A be r.
 Therefore, circumference of the circle A = 2πr
 And diameter = 2r
 Thus, 2r + 2πr = 174
 r=21
 Q1=42 cm
 Radius of circle B=21-14=7 cm
 Circumference of the circle B=44 cm
 Hence, Quantity I < Quantity II

Q.50.(3) Quantity I:= 
3 5

1 2
12

2

13

66

C C

C

+ =

Karan Johar was honoured with 'Iconic Entertainment Leader of the Year' award at India 
Business Leader Awards 2020.
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 similarly Quantity II: 16

66
 Hence, Quantity I < Quantity II
Q.51.(3) 212.55-156.25=? % of 249.8

 

56.3
? 22.5

2.5
= ≈

Q.52.(1)  7.67 9
11.5

6

×
≈

Q.53.(4) 

 

156.25
3.61 10.24 2.25

?

156.25
? 13.47

11.6

+ − =

= ≈

Q.54.(3)  ?=119

Q.55.(3)  
1124 100

? 150
750

×
= ≈

Q.56.(1)  Statement I and II together is sufficient to answer 
the question.

Q.57.(5)  All together are not sufficient 
Q.58.(5)  (I and II) or III alone is sufficient.
Q.59.(1) Statement I and II both are necessary to answer 

the question.
Q.60.(5) II and III together are sufficient
Q.61.(3)  Ratio of investment A: B=8000:4000=2:1
 Profit of A=2x
 Profit of B=x+12×100
 =x+1200
 Then 2x+x+1200=4500
 x=1100.
 A’s profit=Rs2200
 B’s profit=Rs2300.
Q.62.(5) Let 12 kg of first alloy (taken as 4 kg Copper, 6 

kg Sulphur and 2 Kg Lead).
 Let 12 kg of second alloy (taken as 5 kg Sulphur, 

4 kg lead and 3 Kg tin)
 Alloys are mixed together to form third alloy.
 Then the ratio of content in it4 : (6+5) :  

(2+4) : 3
 Weight of third alloy = 12+12 = 24 Kg.
 So, weight of the tin = 3/24 = 1/8 kg.
Q.63.(4)  Let the speed of the stream be x kmph and both 

the boats meet after t hour.
 (12+x)×t+(18-x)×t = 150

 12t+18t = 150
 30t = 150
 t=5hrs
Q.64.(3) Let the Speed of Goods train = 11m/sec.
 Speed of the Passenger train = 13m/sec
 Relative speed in the same direction = 13 – 11 = 

2 m/sec.
 Total Length (goods + passenger) = 2 × 90 = 180 

m
 Now, For Goods train; Relative Speed = 13 – 11 

= 2 m/sec.
 Length of the Goods Train = 2 × 75 = 150 m
 Therefore, Length of the Passenger Train = 180 

– 150 = 30 m
 Hence Required Ratio = 150: 30 = 5: 1

Q.65.(2)  
26 2

1 1
52

1

7
( )

13

C C
P E

C

+= =  

Q.66.(4)  Sum of highest and lowest score = 
40×52-38×50.5=161

 Now required answer=161-11=150

Q.67.(5)  5 150 3

8 80 4

+ =
+

x

x
 20x + 600 = 24x + 240
 4x = 360
 x = 90
 13x = 13 × 90 = 1170

Q.68.(3)  MP = 
100 %

100 %

+ ×
−

p
cp

d
 MP =

 

36

25
: 25 : 36

11
100 44%

25

=

=

× =

cp MP

CP MP

Q.69.(4) 1220×4 + 1280×5 + 840×3 = 13800
 15000 – 13800 = 1200

 
1200

100 8%
15000

× =

Q.70.(1) 36000 3
12000

100

1
11 %

9

× ×
=

=

r

r
 

Required answer = 

The government has launched a special campaign to take forward the momentum of 
empowerment of girls and women through education.
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ExPLANATION/RBI ASSISTANT MAINS/REASONING ABILITY

 

3
11.11

36000 1 36000 13380
100

 
+ − ≈  

Q.71.(5)  Cost of a mouse is Rs. 1000.
 Cost of a keyboard = Rs. 1000 × 4 = Rs. 4000
 Cost of a table = Rs. 1000 × 13.5 = Rs.13500
 Cost of a chair=60% of 13500=8100
 Cost of 2 chairs = 8100 × 2 = 16200
 Cost of 1 table + 2 chairs = 13500 + 16200 =29,700

Q.72.(4) Required ratio= 15000
3:1

1000 4000
=

+
Q.73.(2) Cost of a mouse is Rs. 1000.
 Cost of a keyboard = Rs. 1000 × 4 = Rs. 4000
 Cost of a table = Rs. 1000 × 13.5 = Rs. 13500
 Cost of a chair = 60% of 13500=8100
 Cost of monitor =120% of 8100=9720
 Cost of a keyboard after 20% increment =120% 

of 4000=4800
 Cost of a mouse after 15% increment =115% of 

1000=1150 Cost of a desktop = Cost of
 (Monitor + CPU + Keyboard + Mouse)
 = 9720 + 15000 + 4800 + 1150 = Rs. 30670
Q.74.(1) Total cost = 13500 + 8100 + 1000 + 4000 + 9720 

+ 15000 = Rs. 51320

Q.75.(2)  Required answer = ( ) 10
64

.4
.5 – 3.016

10
5

0
 35. × =

Q.76.(4)  7.2 9.6 11 12.8 15
5

+ + + + lakhs =1112000

Q.77.(2)  Literate in Australia 2015 = 7.2 × 57.8/100
 = 4.1616 lakh
 Literate in Australia 2016 = 10.8 × 62.3/100
 = 6.7284 lakh
 Total = 4.1616 + 6.7284 = 10.89 lakh
Q.78.(1) Illiterate in USA – Illiterate in Russia
 = 15 × (100 – 68.9)/100 – 12.8 × (100 – 65.8)/100
 Difference = 4.665– 4.3776 = 0.2874 lakh
Q.79.(5) Literate in Japan 2015 = 11 × 67.7/100
 = 7.447 lakh
 Literate in Japan 2016 = 14.4 × 71/100
 = 10.224 lakh

 Required % = 
10.224 7.447

100% 37.3%
7.447

− × ≈

Q.80.(1) 

 
2

22
3850

7

1225 35

35 1225

r r

r

A

× × =

= =

= =

Q.81-85. 1) Second letter of the word is written as it is.
 2) Second last letter of the word is written 

opposite (e.g. – a is opposite of z…)

 

C r i c k e t

r v

Q.81.(4)   Q.82.(2)      Q.83.(3)      Q.84.(4)     Q.85.(4)
Q.86-88. Anshu > Dheeraj > Babita > Fatima > Kunal > Aman
  75    65    55
 Anshu > Dheeraj > Fatima > Babita > Kunal > Aman
  75                     65 55 
Q.86.(5)    Q.87.(3)    Q.88.(5)
Q.89-91. 

V
(+)

(-) (+)

(+)

(+)

(-)

(-)

(-)

(+)

(+)

Z

N

R

T

Q F P

L

Y

Q.89.(2)     Q.90.(1)    Q.91.(4)
Q.92.(3) 

7 4 9 5 3 6 8 1

1 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Q.93.(4) COURSE and SOURCE
Q.94-96. 

20

35
29

15

8 12 3 7 7

30

10
ATUL

20
PANKAJ

R P Q U S T

Q.94.(5)     Q.95.(1)    Q.96.(4)
Q.97-101. R

B

Q

Y

P

V

N

W

S

Z

T U

X A

India was among the highest growing country in the Asia Pacific, Japan and China (APJC) 
region during the last fiscal year for global networking major Cisco.
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Q.97.(1)     Q.98.(5)    Q.99.(1)
Q.100.(4)    Q.101.(3)
Q.102-106. 

C
21

20

22

24

19

25

23

26H

F

B

A
D

E

G

Q.102.(5)     Q.103.(5)    Q.104.(2)
Q.105.(5)    Q.106.(4)
Q.107-111.

8 13

January T - Mango P - Papaya

February R - Gauva W - Banana

March Q - Orange S - Apple

April V - Litchi U - Grapes

Q.107.(3)     Q.108.(2)    Q.109.(2)
Q.110.(2)     Q.111.(5)

Q.112-115.

Floor Persons
10 F
9 A
8 C
7 G
6 D
5 B
4 H
3 E
2 J
1 I

Q.112.(5)   Q.113.(3) Q.114.(4)         Q.115.(3)
Q.116-120.

R
V
T
P
U
Q
W
S

Q.116.(3)    Q.117.(4)    Q.118.(2)
Q.119.(5)    Q.120.(2)

Former India hockey player Balbir Singh Kullar, who was a part of the 1968 Olympics 
bronze-winning team, has died. He was 77.

ExPLANATION/RBI ASSISTANT MAINS/COMPUTER KNOWLEDGE
Q.121.(4)  System software  is the set of programs that 

enables your computer’s hardware devices and 
application software to work together.                      

Q.122.(2)  Embedded computers  are specially designed 
computer chips reside inside other devices, 
such as your car or your electronic thermostat.               

Q.123.(3)  The following are all computing devices, except 
digital scanner. 

Q.124.(2)  DMA is particularly suited for data transfer 
between the disk drive and RAM

Q.125.(1)  The paragraph mark (¶) is a formatting mark 
that indicates where the Tab Key was pressed.

Q.126.(4) Press the ENTER key in all of the following 
circumstances except in response to certain 
Word commands

Q.127.(1) They produce syntax errors
Q.128.(4)  DOS is still included with Windows, but is run 

from the Windows operating system instead of 
the other way around.

Q.129.(3) The term “text editor” can also be used to refer 
to a word processing program.

Q.130.(3)  Footer It is often used to display company data 
or copyright information.

Q.131.(2)  Apple’s product line includes Power Macs, 
PowerBooks, iMacs, iBooks, and the popular 
hard drive-based MP3 player, the iPod.

Q.132.(1) 1 Kilobytes  contain 1,024 bytes and  8 * 1024 
= 8192 bits.

Q.133.(4)  Firmware is a software program or set of 
instructions programmed on a hardware device.

Q.134.(5)  File compression can be used to store a large 
number of files in a small amount of storage 
space.

Q.135.(1)  In Excel 2007, you have up to 1,048,576 rows 
and 16,384 columns.

Q.136.(3)  An unauthorized user is a network security 
issue             

Q.137.(2)  Star topology requires a central controller or 
hub.             

Q.138.(3)  Bus topology requires a multipoint connection.
Q.139.(4)  To convert paper into an editable document, a 

scanner would employ  OCR technology.
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Q.140.(1) To place your image into a live video conference, 
a webcam is usually used.

Q.141.(4)  Microsoft Window is an example of Operating 
System.

Q.142.(1)  Semiconductor is not used as secondary storage.
Q.143.(1)  Collection of many sectors is called Track.
Q.144.(1)  OCR stands for Optical Character Reader.
Q.145.(4)  All of the following are Toggle key.
Q.146.(1)  The programs to the computers are written in 

programming language.
Q.147.(4)  Super computer is the most powerful type of the 

computer.
Q.148.(1) In CPU C stands for Central.
Q.149.(5)  Motherboard is not peripheral device.
Q.150.(2)  You can see the contents of a file on a computer 

by clicking on it.
Q.151.(1) MICR stands for Magnetic Ink Character 

Recognition.

Q.152.(2)  SMTP protocol provides e-mail facility among 
different host.

Q.153.(3)  A light sensitive device that convert drawing, printed 
text or other images into digital form is Scanner.

Q.154.(3)  ROM is a non-volatile storage.
Q.155.(2)  Second generation computers are made up of  

Transistor.
Q.156.(3)  GUI stands for Graphical User Interface.
Q.157.(3)  Any data or instruction entered into the memory 

of a computer is considered as input.
Q.158.(1)  Time during which a job is processed by the 

computer is execution time.
Q.159.(2)  Flip-Flop circuit is used as a ‘Memory device’ 

in computers.
Q.160.(4)  The memory sizes in mainframe computers 

and advanced technology micro computer are 
expressed as megabyte.

World number one Novak Djokovic has won 79th career title after beating Stefanos 
Tsitsipas 3, 4 to claim his fifth Dubai Duty Free Tennis Championships title.

ExPLANATION/RBI ASSISTANT MAINS/GENERAL AWARENESS
Q.161.(4) The Dudhwa National Park is located in the 

Lakhimpur Kheri district of Uttar Pradesh.
Q.162.(1) Courage and commitment is an autobiography, 

written by politician Margaret Alva.
Q.163.(3) The capital and largest city of Estonia is Tallinn.
Q.164.(1) Reserve Bank of India is the regulatory body 

that issues the Financial Stability Report.
Q.165.(3) Arif Mohammad Khan is an Indian politician. 

He is a former cabinet minister in the union of 
India and is currently serving as the Governor 
of Kerala. 

Q.166.(3) The monetary unit of the International Monetary 
Fund is called SDR. The Full form of SDR is 
"Special Drawing Rights".

Q.167.(3) Radha Krishna Mathur has sworn-in as the 
lieutenant governor of Ladakh.

Q.168.(3) As per Section 22 of RBI Act 1934, RBI has the 
right to issue bank notes.

Q.169.(1) Reserve Bank has increased the household 
income limits for borrowers of Non-Banking 
Financial Companies and microfinance 
institutions from 1 lakh to 1.25 lakh rupees. 

Q.170.(2) Krona is the Currency of Iceland.
Q.171.(1) Sri Padmanabhaswamy Temple is located in Kerala.
Q.172.(3) NTPC Dadri or National Capital Power Station 

is owned and operated by NTPC is located in 
the Gautam Buddha Nagar district of Uttar 

Pradesh, about 48km from the Indian capital 
New Delhi.

Q.173.(4) Recently, ICICI Bank has launched ‘card-less 
cash withdrawal’ facility from its ATMs.

Q.174.(3) The National Bravery Awards for children are 
presented by Indian Council for child welfare.

Q.175.(1) RBI issues currency notes on the basis of 
minimum reserve system.

Q.176.(1) “PURVODAYA" mission was launched by 
Union Steel Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
with the objective of accelerated development 
of Eastern India through an integrated steel hub 
in Kolkata, West Bengal. Under this mission, 
the government aims to transform logistics and 
utility infrastructure.

Q.177.(3) The "Country Partnership Framework" is 
mentioned in the news recently in the context 
of the World Bank.

Q.178.(1) Composite Water Management Index is released 
by NITI Aayog. NITI Aayog first introduced the 
Composite Water Management Index in the year 
2018 as an instrument to create a sense of cooperative 
and competitive federalism among states.

Q.179.(3) The Defense Expo 2020 has been organized 
in Lucknow. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the Defense Expo 2020. This expo 
has been attended by 150 defense equipment 
manufacturers from 70 countries and 857 
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companies from India. The Defense Expo is 
organized every two years. It is the 11th edition 
of the Defense expo.

Q.180.(1) Kuchipudi classical dance is related to Andhra 
Pradesh state. Kuchipudi is one of the 8 classical 
dance forms of India. The dance form has 
emerged from a popular theatrical art ‘Kuchipudi 
Yakshagana’ named after the place of its origin, 
the village Kuchipudi in Andhra Pradesh. 

Q.181.(4) The headquarters of the Asian Development 
Bank is situated in Manila, Philippines.

Q.182.(3) India and Norway recently signed four MoUs 
in the field of research and higher education 
to strengthen their bilateral relations. In 
these agreements, special attention is given 
to landslides, tunnel, water management, 
hydropower, project-based learning, independent 
movement of students and researchers.

Q.183.(2) PM-KISAN (Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman 
Nidhi) Scheme pay all poor farmers (small and 
marginal farmers having lands up to 2 hectares) 
Rs 6,000 each every year in 3 installments 
through Direct Bank Transfer.

Q.184.(3) Loktak Lake is located in Manipur state. Loktak 
Lake is the largest freshwater lake in Northeast 
India. 

Q.185.(3) India's private sector bank, RBL Bank partnered 
with the "Online food delivery platform" Zomato 
to launch a co-branded credit card operated by 
MasterCard. RBL Bank was formerly known as 
Ratnakar Bank Limited.

Q.186.(1) Bureau of Energy Efficiency Agency celebrated 
its 19th foundation day in New Delhi. Bureau 
of Energy Efficiency Agency comes under the 
Ministry of Power. Bureau of Energy Efficiency 
(BEE) agency has launched a star rating program 
for Light Commercial Air Conditioners (LCAC) 
and Deep Freezers.

Q.187.(1) The Indian Science Congress Association 
(ISCA) announced that Pune will host the 
annual session of the 108th Indian Science 
Congress on January 3-7, 2021. 

Q.188.(4) Indian-American health policy consultant Seema 
Verma has been appointed as the key member 
of the White House Coronavirus Task Force 
constituted by US President Donald Trump. 

Q.189.(3) BRAC is an international development 
organization based in Bangladesh. BRAC is 
an international development organization 
that has topped the list of the top 500 global 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs). It 
was founded in 1972 by Sir Fazle Hasan Abed.

Q.190.(4) The e-commerce company Amazon has partnered 
with the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National 
Urban Livelihoods Mission under the Ministry 
of Housing and Urban Affairs.

Q.191.(2) 'Chapchar Kut' is a popular festival of Mizoram. 
This festival is celebrated to welcome Vasant 
Ritu.

Q.192.(2) Banking Codes and Standards Board of India is 
the full form of BCSBI.

Q.193.(3) RBI has decided to increase the Priority Sector 
Lending (PSL) target for UCBs from 40% to 
75% of the Adjusted Net Bank Credit or Credit 
Equivalent Amount of Off-Balance Sheet 
Exposure.

Q.194.(4) Veteran poet and Malayalam scholar Puthussery 
Ramachandran have passed away at 91. 
‘Onnanthyakkuttam’ was his first poem which 
was published in 1944.

Q.195.(3) National Vaccination Day is celebrated on 
16 March. The day is also known as National 
Immunization Day. 

Q.196.(4) Niue has become the world’s first country 
recognized as a "Dark Sky Place" by the 
International Dark-Sky Association’s (IDA).

Q.197.(1) India’s 1st digital parcel locker service launched 
in West Bengal. The Department of Posts, 
Kolkata (West Bengal circle) has launched 
a free digital parcel locker service in 2 post 
offices. 

Q.198.(1) The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi approved a 4 percent hike 
in dearness allowance (DA) for central 
government employees and Dearness Relief 
(DR) to pensioners with effect from January 1, 
2020. 

Q.199.(3) Uttar Pradesh government has launched three 
ambitious schemes for skill development and 
employment generation for youths in Lucknow. 
These three ambitious schemes are "Kaushal 
Satrang, Yuva Hub and Apprenticeship Scheme".

Q.200.(2) Saurashtra team won the Ranji Trophy title 2020. 
The final finished in a draw, with Saurashtra 
winning their maiden title, with a lead in the 
first innings of the match. This competition 
is named after the first Indian cricketer who 
played international cricket, Ranjit Singh, who 
was also known as 'Ranji'.

Indian Railways has launched its first ''Restaurant on Wheels'' at the circulating area of 
West Bengal's Asansol railway station.



98

SSC CGL MAINS

MICA  MAY 2020

SSC CGL MAINS/ QUANTITATIvE APTITUDE
Q.1.  Ram got twice as many marks in English as in 

Science. His total marks in English, Science and 
Maths are 180. If the ratio of his marks in English 
and Maths is 2 : 3, what are his marks in science?

 (A) 30 (B) 60 (C) 72 (D) 90
Q.2.  The average of 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, ... to 25 terms is
 (A) 125 (B) 25 (C) 625 (D) 50
Q.3.  In a town out of adult population 45% men and 

25% women are adult population. If it is known 
that a man cannot marry to more than one woman 
and a no of the woman can marry to more than one 
man, then what % is the population of married to 
total population?

 (A) 24.18%  (B) 30.16%
 (C) 32.14%  (D) 28.12%
Q.4.  If

 ( )( ) ( )( ) ( )( )2 2 2

x y z

b c b c a c a c a b a b a b c
= =

− + − − + − − + − , 
then the value of (x+y+z) is

 (A) 0  (B) a + b + c
 (C) a2 + b2 + c2 (D) 3

Q.5.  Three persons A, B and C whose salaries together 
amount to Rs.36000 they spend 80%, 85% and 
75% of their salaries respectively. If their savings 
are in the ratio 8 : 9 : 20, then C's salary is

 (A) 10000 (B) 16000 (C) 12000 (D) 8000

Q.6.  Cost of two articles were in the ratio of 16 : 23. 
The cost of first article increased by 10% and that 
of second by Rs.477. Now the costs of two articles 
are in the ratio of 11 : 20. The price of the second 
article (in Rs.) in the beginning was -

 (A) 932 (B) 1219 (C) 1619 (D) 848

Q.7.  The speed of a train relative to a moving car is 70 
km/h more. The car accelerates and start moving at 
a speed 10% more than before. Both now travel for 
3 hours and the train covers a total distance of 750 
km. How much distance did the car travel?

 (A) 644 km (B) 354 km (C) 594 km (D) 185 km

Q.8.  If the compound interest on a certain sum for two 
years at 12.5% p.a. is 4080, the simple interest on 
the same sum at the same rate of interest for the 
same period of time is -

 (A) 3200 (B) 3600 (C) 3680 (D) 3840

Q.9.  Two stations A and B are 465 km a part . One train 
start from A to B at 10:00a.m. at the speed of 65 
km/hr another train start from B to A at 11a.m. at 
the speed of 35km/hr then what time they meet 
each other at ?

 (A) 2 pm  (B) 3 pm
 (C) 4: 30 pm (D) 1 pm

Q.10.  P and Q can do a piece of work in 8 days, Q and R 
can do it in 24 days, while R and P can do it in 4

8
7

days. In how many days can P do it alone?
 (A) 60 (B) 40 (C) 30 (D) 10
Q.11.  In a two – digit number, the digit at the unit’s place 

is 1 less than twice the digit at the ten’s place. 
If the places of both digits are interchanged, the 
new number formed is 27 more than the original 
number. The original number is -

 (A) 47 (B) 59 (C) 23 (D) 35
Q.12.  A train 300 m. long is running with a speed of 54 

kmph. In what time will it cross a telephone pole?
 (A) 20 (B) 15 (C) 17 (D) 18

Q.13.  If a+b+c = 0, then what is the value of 
2 2 2a b c

bc ac ba
+ + ?

 (A) - 3 (B) 0 (C) 1 (D) 3
Q.14.  Find the value of x, if (14x - 4) : (8x -1) = (3x + 8) : (9x + 5)

(1) 1 (B) 3 (C) 2 (D) 4
Q.15.  If (a + b) : (b + c) : (c + a) = 5 : 6 : 9 and a + b + c 

= 10. What is the value of C.
 (A) 3 (B) 4 (C) 5 (D) 6
Q.16.  A mixture contains milk and water in the ratio 5:1. 

On adding 4 litres of water, the ratio of milk and 
water becomes 5:2. What is the quantity of milk in 
the original mixture?

 (A) 5 (B) 25 (C) 20 (D) 22.5
Q.17.  The ratio of number of girls to the number of boys 

is 1 : 2. If the average weight of the boys is 30kg 
and the average weight of both the boys and girls 
is 25 kg. Then the average weight of the girls is -

 (A) 24 (B) 21 (C) 18 (D) 15
Q.18.  A reduction of 20% in the price of sugar enables 

a housewife to purchase 6 kg. more for Rs. 240. 
What is the original price per kg. of sugar?

 (A) 10 (B) 8 (C) 6 (D) 5

Multan Sultans' 30-year-old South African batsman Rilee Rossouw smashed the fastest 
ever hundred in the history of Pakistan Super League.
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Q.19. If 2 3x = + then 2
2

1
x

x
+ equals to

 (A) 12 (B) 13 (C) 14 (D) 15
Q.20.  If a + b + c = 45 and ab + bc + ca = 254. Find the 

value of a2 + b2 + c2 = ?
 (A) 1517 (B) 1516 (C) 1515 (D) 1518
Q.21.  Rs. 8000 invested at compound interest gives Rs. 

1261 as interest after 3 years. The rate of interest 
per annum?

 (A) 25 (B) 17.5 (C) 10 (D) 5
Q.22. Find the remainder when 103 + 113 + 123 + 133 

+ 143 + 153 is divided by 75.
 (A) 6 (B) 5 (C) 2 (D) 0
Q.23.  In one litre of a mixture of alcohol and water, 

water is 30%. The amount of alcohol that must be 
add to the mixture so that the part of water in the 
mixture becomes 15% is -

 (A) 1000 (B) 700 (C) 300 (D) 900
Q.24.  If the area of a rectangle be (x2+7x+10) m2, then 

one of the possible perimeter of it is?
 (A) (2x + 7) (B) (4x + 10)
 (C) (x + 14) (D) (4x + 14)
Q.25. 20 men could complete a work in 80 days. They 

worked together for 60 days, after that due to bad 
whether the work is stopped for 10 days. How 
many more men should be employed so as to 
complete the work in time?

 (A) 10 (B) 5 (C) 20 (D) 30
Q.26.  A money lender finds that due to fall in the annual 

rate of interest from 8% to 7 (3/4)% of his yearly 
income diminishes by Rs.61.50. His capital is?

 (A) 22400 (B) 23800 (C) 24600 (D) 26000
Q.27.  A person has to cover 6km in 45 minute. If he 

covers half of the distance in (2/3) time then what 
will be the speed of man for covering the remaining 
distance in remaining time?

 (A) 3 (B) 8 (C) 12 (D) 15
Q.28.  If x2-3x+2 is factor of f(x)=x5-5x4+Ax3+Bx2+4 

x-40, then A, B is?
 (A) – 20, 60 (B) 30, 50
 (C) 40, 40  (D) 10, 70
Q.29.  A merchant fixes the sale price of his goods at 25% 

above the cost price. He sells his goods at 15% less 
than the fixed price. What will be his percentage 
profit or loss?

 (A) 6.25% profit (B) 7.25% profit
 (C) 6.25% loss (D) 7.25% loss
Q.30.  A, B and C earns total Rs.1450 and spends 60%, 

65% and 70% of own’s income respectively. If 
his savings in the ratio of 14:21:15. Then find the 
salary of B?

 (A) 450 (B) 500 (C) 600 (D) 750
Q.31. The ratio of expenditure and savings is 3:2. If the 

income increases by 15% and the saving increases 
by 6%, then by how much percent should his 
expenditure increases?

 (A) 12 (B) 21 (C) 24 (D) 25
Q.32.  The present ratio of ages of A and B is 4: 5. 18 

years ago, this ratio was 11:16. Find the total age 
of their present age?

 (A) 90 (B) 80 (C) 105 (D) 110
Q.33.  Dev and Ram can do a piece of work in 45 days 

and 40 days respectively. They began the work 
together, but Dev leaves after some days and Ram 
finished the remaining work in 23 days. After how 
many days did Dev leave?

 (A) 4 (B) 5 (C) 8 (D) 9
Q.34.  The ratio of A’s income and B’s income last year 

was 3:4. The ratio of their own income of last year 
and this year is 4:5 and 2:3 respectively. If the total 
sum of their present income is Rs.4160, then find 
the present income of A?

 (A) 1500 (B) 1600 (C) 1760 (D) 2560
Q.35. The schedule working hour of a labour in a 

week is 48 hours and he gets rs. 480 for that. Over 
time rate is 25% more than the basic salary rate. 
In a week a labour gets Rs 605, how many hours 
altogether he works in that week?

 (A) 59 (B) 55 (C) 58 (D) 52
Q.36. A businessman sells a commodity at 10% profit. 

If he had bought it at 10% less and sold it for Rs.2 
less, the he would have gained 16(2/3) %. The cost 
price of the commodity is?

 (A) 40 (B) 56 (C) 75 (D) 85
Q.37.  In an examination in which full marks were 500.A 

got 25% more than B, B got 20% less than C. If A 
got 360 marks. What percentage of full marks was 
obtained by C?

 (A) 50 (B) 60 (C) 72 (D) 80
Q.38.  The speed of rickshaw, car and scooter are in 

the ratio of 3 : 4 : 5. What is the ratio of the time 

The central government permitted airlines operating in India to provide in-flight Wi-Fi 
services to passengers.
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taken by each one of them for covering the same 
distance?

 (A) 2: 3: 4  (B) 1: 2: 3
 (C) 20: 15: 12 (D) 5: 4: 3

Q.39. If 2 2
2 2

1 1
4a b

a b
+ + + = then find the value of a2 + b2

 (A) 1 (B) 2 (C) 1.5 (D) 2.5
Q.40. A milkman buys milk at the rate of 6.40 Rs./ litre. 

He added some water in it, then he sold the mixture 
at the rate of 8 Rs./litre and earned 37.5% profit. 
Find the ratio of milk and water for consumer.

 (A) 10: 1 (B) 10: 3 (C) 5: 4 (D) 12: 5

Q.41. If a + b + c = 3, a2 + b2 + c2 = 6 and 
1 1 1

1
a b c

+ + =
where a, b and c are all non - zero numbers, then 
abc is equal to

 (A) 0 (B) 1 (C) 2/3 (D) 3/2

Q.42. If 2 2 613a b+ = then what will be the value of (a 
+ b)/(a + b)?

 (A) 631 (B) 99 (C) 647 (D) 651
Q.43. Some articles had bought in Rs.840. If (1/3) 

articles sold at 20% loss, then for getting overall 
10% profit, then remaining articles would be sold 
at how much % profit?

 (A) 25% (B) 12% (C) 28% (D) 30%
Q.44.  A tap can fill a cistern in 40 minutes and a second 

tap can empty the filled cistern in 60 minutes. By 
mistake without closing the second tap, the first 
tap was opened. In how many minutes will the 
empty tank be filled?

 (A) 72 (B) 84 (C) 108 (D) 120
Q.45. If 1 is added to both the numerator and the 

denominator of a fraction, it becomes 1/ 4 If 2 is 
added to both the numerator and the denominator 
of that fraction, it becomes 1/3 The sum of 
numerator and denominator of the fraction is-

 (A) 8 (B) 13 (C) 22 (D) 27
Q.46.  The length of a train and that of a platform are 

equal. If with a speed of 90 km/hr. the train crosses 
the platform in one minute, the length of the train 
is-

 (A) 650 (B) 750 (C) 640 (D) 780
Q.47-50. Study the following pie chart carefully 

and answer the questions asked based on it. 
The following bar chart shows the production 

(in thousands) of motorcycles by two companies 
A and B from 2010 to 2014 and the Pie – chart 
shows the percentage sale of these companies in 
respective years.

 

 

 

Q.47.  What is ratio of the total number of motorcycles 
sold by Company B in 2011 to that sold by 
Company A in 2013?

 (A) 27 : 23 (B) 31 : 29 (C) 37 : 33 (D) 39 : 34
Q.48.  The total no. of motorcycles sold by Company 

A in 2014 is approximately what per cent of that 
produced by Company B in that year?

 (A) 36% (B) 45% (C) 54% (D) 62%
Q.49.  What is the average number of motorcycle sold by 

Company B in the given five years?
 (A) 39645 (B) 41315 (C) 42408 (D) 44606
Q.50.  What is the approximate percentage rise/fall in the 

sale of Company A from 2011 to 2012?
 (A) 87% (B) 25% (C) 60% (D) 65%

Fitch Solutions cut its forecast for India's economic growth to 4.9 per cent in the current 
fiscal that ends March 31.
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Q.51.  If (x + 2) is a common factor of x2 + ax +b and x2 
+ bx + a, then the ratio a : b is equal to.

 (A) 3: 4 (B) 2: 1 (C) 1: 1 (D) 4: 3

Q.52.  If a2 – 3a + 1 = 0, then the value of a5 + 5

1

a
is equal 

to
 (A) 123 (B) 125 (C) 135 (D) 201
Q.53.  The radii of two concentric circles are 13 cm and 8 

cm. AB is a diameter of the bigger circle and BD is 
a tangent to the smaller circle touching it at D and 
the bigger circle at E. Point A is joined to D. The 
length of AD is - 

 (A) 20 cm. (B) 19 cm. (C) 18 cm. (D) 17 cm.
Q.54.  If tan θ + tan ψ = x and cot θ + cot ψ = y, then what 

is the value of cot (θ + ψ)?

 (A) 
1 1

x y
+  (B) 

1 1

x y
−  (C) y (D) x – y

Q.55. The expression 
o o

o o

tan 57 cot 37

tan 33 cot 53

+
+

is equal to

 (A) tan 33o cot 53o (B) tan 53o cot 37o

 (C) tan 33o cot 57o (D) tan 57o cot 37o

Q.56. If ( ) ( )
2 2

x cos 3 x sin 1 0θ − + θ − =  then the 

value of 
x tan sec

x sec tan

θ + θ
θ + θ is equal to

 

 (A) 
4

5
 (B) 

5

4
 (C) 

3

4  (D) 
5

4

Q.57. The parallel sides of a trapezium are in a ratio 2 : 
3 and their shortest distance is 12 cm. If the area 
of the trapezium is 480 sq. cm, the longer of the 
parallel sides is of length:

 (A) 16 cm.  (B) 32 cm. (C) 12 cm. (D) 48 cm. 
Q.58. If p4 + p2q2 + q4 = 6 and p2 + pq + q2 = 2 the find the 

value of pq.
 (A) 1 (B) 0 (C) – 1/2 (D) 1/2
Q.59. The equation of two parallel lines are 4x + 3y = 11 

and 8x + 6y = 15 respectively. Find the distance 
between these lines.

 (A) 7 (B) 9 (C) 
9

10
 (D) 

7

10

Q.60. If 1
2x 5

3x
+ = , find the value of 2

5x

6x 30x 1+ +
.

 (A) 1

5
 (B) 

1

7
 (C) 

1

9
 (D) 

1

6

Q.61. If x = 3 3 8 7 4 3+ + − then find the value of x. 
 (A) 1 (B) 2 (C) 0 (D) – 2

Q.62. If 
sin cos

4
sin cos

θ + θ =
θ − θ  then the value of 4 4sin cosθ − θ  

is

 (A) 
8

17
 (B) 

9

17  (C) 
7

17  (D) 
16

32

Q.63. There are two equal circles of radius 3 cm each and 
the distance between their centres is 10 cm. The 
length of one of their transverse common tangent is-

 (A) 10 cm. (B) 9 cm. (C) 8 cm. (D) 7 cm.
Q.64. If 7 times the seventh term of an Arithmetic 

Progression (AP) is equal to 11 times its eleventh 
term, then the 18th term of the AP will be

 (A) 1 (B) 0 (C) 2 (D) – 1
Q.65. Area of 4 walls of a cuboid is 448 sq. cm, its length 

is 18 cm and height is 8 cm. What is its breadth (in 
cm)?

 (A) 10 (B) 9 (C) 8 (D) 7
Q.66.  If p + q + r = 19, p2 + q2 + r2 = 133 and pr = q2, then 

the difference between r and p is: 
 (A) 5 (B) 3 (C) 6 (D) 4
Q.67. If 4 – 2 sin2 θ – 5 cos θ = 0, 0o < θ < 90o, then the 

value of sin θ + tan θ is: 

 (A) 3 2  (B) 
3 3

2
 (C) 

3 2

2
 (D) 2 3

Q.68. If 
5x 3

7
3 2 3 1

2 2 4

  −     + =
, then what is the value of x?

 (A) 35/24 (B) 24/35 (C) – 24/35 (D) – 35/24
Q.69. A circle is inscribed in a triangle ABC. It touches 

the sides AB, BC and AC at the points R, P and Q 
respectively. If AQ = 4.5 cm, PC = 5.5 cm and BR 
= 6 cm, then the perimeter of the triangle ABC is: 

 (A) 28 cm.  (B) 30.5 cm.
 (C) 32 cm.  (D) 26.5 cm.
Q.70. What is the sum of the first 12 terms of an 

arithmetic progression if the 3rd term is – 13 and 
the 6th term is – 4?

 (A) 67 (B) 45 (C) – 30 (D) – 48
Q.71. What is the reflection of the point (5, 2) in the line 

x = – 3?
 (A) (– 11, 2) (B) (– 11, – 2)
 (C) (11, – 2) (D) (11, 2)

Nokia's Board of Directors has appointed Pekka Lundmark as President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Nokia.



102

SSC CGL MAINS

MICA  MAY 2020

Q.72. Slope of the line AB is 4

3
− . Co-ordinates of points 

A and B are (x, – 5) and (– 5, 3) respectively. What 
is the value of x?

 (A) – 1 (B) 2 (C) – 2 (D) 1
Q.73.  Find the unit digit of 771 + 663 × 365. 
 (A) 1 (B) 2 (C) 3 (D) 4

Q.74. 
sec tan 1

tan sec 1

θ + θ −
θ − θ + is equal to

 (A) 1 sin

cos

− θ
θ

 (B) 
1 sin

1 cos

+ θ
− θ  (C) 

cos

1 sin

θ
− θ  (D) 

cos

1 sin

θ
+ θ

Q.75. If 1 1 1

n n
= +

+l l
, then the value of l3 – n3 is: 

 (A) 3 (B) 2 (C) 1 (D) 0
Q.76.  In a triangle DEF, points A, B and C are taken on 

DE, DF and EF respectively such that EC = AC 
and CF = BC. If ∠ D = 40o then what is the value 
of ∠ ACB?

 (A) 140o  (B) 70o (C) 100o  (D) 135o

Q.77. The perimeter of the triangular base of a right 
prism is 15 cm and radius of the in -circle of the 
triangular base is 3 cm. If the volume of the prism 
be 315 cm3, then the height of the prism is-

 (A) 60 cm. (B) 15 cm. (C) 12 cm. (D) 14 cm.
Q.78. The internal radius of a hollow sphere is 5 2  cm. 

The volume of a cube which will fit inside the 
sphere is -

 (A) 1000 cm.3 (B) 100 2  cm.3

 (C) 500 cm.3 (D) 1000 π cm.3

Q.79. The median drawn to one of the equal side of an 
isosceles triangle divides its perimeter into two 
parts 15 cm and 6 cm in length. Find the length of 
the base of the triangle.

 (A) 5 cm. (B) 3 cm. (C) 1 cm. (D) 1.5 cm.
Q.80.  PQRS is a cyclic quadrilateral. QP and RS 

produced meet at T. PS and QR produced meet at 
U. ÐT = 24o, ÐU = 36o. Find the value of ÐPQR.

 (A) 60o (B) 48o (C) 120o (D) 85o

Q.81.  If ( )21
a 1 3

a
+ = , then the value of 3

3

1
a

a
+ is 

 (A) 9 (B) 18 (C) 27 (D) 1

Q.82.  If a + b + c = 5, a2 + b2 + c2 = 8 and 1 1 1
2

a b c
+ + =  

where a, b and c are all non -zero, then abc is-

 (A) 1 (B) 
2

17
 (C) 

17

2
 (D) 

17

4
Q.83. A metallic cuboid 8 × 6 × 4 cm.3 is melted. The 

minimum volume of molten metal which should 
be added to mould it into a cube whose edge is 'x' 
where 'x' is an integer, is

 (A) 20 cm.3  (B) 24 cm.3

 (C) 23 cm.3  (D) 21 cm.3

Q.84.  If x sin 60o tan 30o – tan2 45o = cosec 60o cot 30o – 
sec2 45o, then what will be the value of x?

 (A) 2 (B) – 2 (C) 6 (D) – 4

Q.85.  If cos
a

cos

θ =
φ

, sin
b

sin

θ =
φ

, then sin2φ is equal to - 

 (A) 
2

2 2

a 1

a b

−
+   (B) 

2

2 2

a 1

a b

+
−

 (C) 
2

2 2

a 1

a b

−
−

  (D) 
2

2 2

a 1

a b

+
+

Q.86.  If PT is a tangent and AB is a chord of circle and 
they intersect at the point P externally and 2PT = 
AP and AB = 18 units, then PT is equal to 

 (A) 6 units (B) 9 units (C) 12 units (D) 15 units

Q.87.  A rectangular field is 20 m long and 14 m wide. 
There is a path of equal width all around it, having 
an area 111 sq. m. Find the width of the path.

 (A) 1.5 m. (B) 2.0 m. (C) 2.5 m. (D) 3.0 m.

Q.88.  A wheel of radius 1.4 m. of a vehicle makes 40 
revolutions in 1 min. What is the speed of the 
vehicle?

 (A) 22.7 km/h  (B) 22.4 km/h 

 (C) 21.12 km/h  (D) 19.6 km/h 

Q.89.  If three circles with centers A, B, C respectively 
touches each other externally. If AB = 5 cm, BC = 
7 cm and CA = 6 cm, then the radius of the circle 
with center A is-

 (A) 2 cm.  (B) 4 cm.  (C) 3 cm.  (D) 1 cm. 

Q.90.  If three times the larger of the two numbers is 
divided by the smaller one, we get 4 as quotient 
and 3 as remainder, Also, if seven times the smaller 
number is divided by the larger one, we get 5 as 
quotient and 1 as remainder. Find the difference of 
the numbers. 

 (A) 5 (B) 7 (C) 9 (D) 11

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath inaugurated the new office of the police 
commissioner in Sector 108, Noida.
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Q.91. A cone of height 9 cm. with diameter of its base 18 
cm. is carved out from a wooden soiled sphere of 
radius 9 cm. The percentage of the wood wasted is -

 (A) 50% (B) 25% (C) 40% (D) 75%
Q.92.  If the area of circular ring having inner and outer 

radius 8 cm and 12 cm respectively is equal to 
the total surface area of cylinder of radius R1 and 
height h, then h in terms of R1 will be:

 (A) 1

1

40 R

R

−  (B) 1
2

1

40 R

R

−

 (C) 
2

1

1

40 R

R

−
 (D) 

2
1

2
1

40 R

R

−

Q.93.  A ladder leans against a vertical wall. The top 
of the ladder is 8 m above the ground. When the 
bottom of the ladder is moved 2 m farther away 
from the wall, the top of the ladder rests against the 
foot of the wall. What is the length of the ladder? 

 (A) 10 m  (B) 15 m (C) 20 m   (D) 17 m  

Q.94.  A map is drawn using the scale 1 cm : 400 kms. 
If the distance shown on the map between Delhi 
and Patna is 1

2
2

 cms, what is the actual distance 
between the two cities?

 (A) 800 km. (B) 1000 km.
 (C) 1250 km. (D) 1600 km.
Q.95.  The angle of elevation of a cloud from a point 60 

m. above a lake is 30o and the angle of depression 
of the reflection of cloud in the lake is 60o. Find the 
height of the cloud?

 (A) 100 m.  (B) 120 m.

 (C) 115 m.  (D) 100 3 m.
Q.96.  A balloon is flying at some vertical constant height 

from the ground with a speed of 10m/s, a man 
standing on the ground observes angle of elevation 

to be 450. After 10 seconds he observes angle of 
elevation changed to 300. What is the height from 
the ground at which balloon is flying?

 (A) ( )100 3 1+ m. (B) ( )150 3 1+ m.

 (C) ( )50 3 1+ m. (D) ( )100 3 1− m.

Q.97-100. Study the following table and give the answer of 
the given questions.

 Total number of players in different sports of a 
country and percentage of females.

Sports Total number of 
players

Percentage of 
females

Football 840 45
Hockey 220 35
Cricket 900 23
Badminton 360 65
Swimming 450 44
Wrestling 540 40

Q.97.  What is the total number of males in Football and 
Wrestling?

 (A) 786 (B) 678 (C) 768 (D) 876
Q.98. The total number of players in Badminton is 

approximately what percent of the total number of 
players in Hockey.

 (A) 149 (B) 178 (C) 157 (D) 164
Q.99.  What is the respective ratio of the number of 

females in Badminton and Hockey together to the 
number of males in the same games?

 (A) 311 : 269 (B) 268 : 319
 (C) 269 : 311 (D) 319 : 268
Q.100. What is the difference between the number of 

males and number of females from all games?
 (A) 609 (B) 690  (C) 590  (D) 509

The historic City Chowk, the commercial hub in old Jammu, was renamed as 'Bharat Mata 
Chowk'.
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ExPLANATION/SSC CGL MAINS/ QUANTITATIvE APTITUDE
Q.1.(A) English: Science = 2 : 1
 English: Maths = 2 : 3

 so marks in science = 1
180 30

6
× =

Q.2.(B) Sum of the terms =

 
[ ]25
2 1 24 2 625

2
× + × =

Required average = 625/25 = 25
Q.3.(C) 45 = 25% 
 100% = 180
 Total population = 100 + 180 = 280 
 Married = (42 + 45) × 100/280 
 = 32.14%

Q.4.(A) ( )( ) ( )( ) ( )( )2 2 2

x y z

b c b c a c a c a b a b a b c
= =

− + − − + − − + −
 = k
 x = k(b – c)(b + c – 2a), y = k(c– a)(c + a – 2b), 

z = k(a– b)(a + b – 2c)
 x + y + z = k × {(b2 – c2 + c2 – a2 + a2 – b2) – 2[a(b 

– c) + b(c – a) + c(a – b)])}
 x + y + z = 0
Q.5.(B) Expenses are respectively = 80%, 85% and 75%
 Savings are respectively = 20%, 15% and 25% 
 But given ratio between savings = 8 : 9 : 20 
 Ratio between income = 2 : 3 : 4
 C's income = 16000
Q.6.(B)  Let the cost of both articles are 16x and 23x 

respectively
 According to the question 

 16x × 
110

100
: 23x + 477 = 11 : 20

 320x ×
110

100
 = 253x + 5247

 352x - 253x = 5247
 99x = 5247
 x = 53
 Cost of second article = 23 × 53 = 1219
Q.7.(C)  Speed of train = 750/3 = 250 km/h
 So the initial speed of car = 250 – 70 = 180 km/h
 Now the final speed of Car = 180 + 18 = 198 km/h 
 Distance travelled by Car in 3 hours = 198 × 3 = 

594 km

Q.8.(D) Let the sum be Rs.64 
 Compound interest for first year = 8
 Compound interest for second year = 8 + 1 = 9
 According to the question
 9 + 8 = 4080
 17 = 4080
 1 = 240
 64 = 240 × 64 = 15360
 Simple interest for the same period at the same 

rate of interest = 15360 × 25 × 2/ 200 = 3840
Q.9.(B) D = 465 km
 65 × 1 = 65
 465 – 65 = 400km
 65 × t + 35 × t = 400
 t = 4
 11 am + 4 = 3 pm
Q.10.(D) P + Q = 8                      15 units of work per day
 Q + R = 24        120      5 units of work per day
 R + P = 60/7                 14 units of work per day
 According to the question
 P + Q + R = 17 units of work per day
 P = 12 units of work per day 
 Required number of days = 120/12 = 10 days 
Q.11.(A) Go through options only 47 satisfy the given 

conditions.

Q.12.(A) 300
5

54
18

×
 = 20

Q.13.(D) 

 

( )( )

2 2 2 3 3 3

2 2 2 3

3
3

a b c a b c

bc ac ba abc

a b c a b c ab bc ca abc

abc
abc

abc

+ ++ + =

+ + + + − − − +
=

= =

Q.14.(A) 
Q.15.(C) a + b =5k            ...(I)
 b + c = 6k           ...(II)
 c + a = 9k            ...(III)
 Adding all the three equations, we get

Food delivery platform Zomato announced a strategic partnership with RBL Bank to 
launch "Edition Credit Cards" powered by Mastercard.
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 2(a + b + c) = 20k
 20 = 20k 
 k = 1
 Now, 
 2(a + b + c) = 20 × 1
 (a + b + c) = 10
 5 + c = 10
 c = 5
Q.16.(C) 5x/ (x+4) = 5/2
 5x = 20 
 x = 4
 5 × 4 = 20
Q.17.(D) 
 30  x
  25
 2  1

 

25 x 5

2 1

−
=

 25 - x = 10
 15 = x
 x = 15

Q.18.(A) 20 240
10 .

80 6
Rs× =

Q.19.(C) 

 
2

2

2 3

1
2 3

1
4

1
16 2 14

x

x

x
x

x
x

= +

= −

+ =

+ = − =

Q.20.(A) a2 + b2 + c2 = (a + b + c)2 – 2(ab + bc + ca)
 = (45)2 – 2 × 254
 = 2025 – 508 
 = 1517
Q.21.(D)  

 

3

3

1
100

8000 1 9261
100

9261
1

100 8000

21
1

100 20
1

100 20
5%

n
r

A p

r

r

r

r

r

 = +  

 + =  

 + =  

+ =

=

=

 

3

3

1
100

8000 1 9261
100

9261
1

100 8000

21
1

100 20
1

100 20
5%

n
r

A p

r

r

r

r

r

 = +  

 + =  

 + =  

+ =

=

=

Q.22.(D) 
n n n n na b c d e

a b c d e

+ + + +
+ + + +

, remainder = 0 when n 

= odd 
 Since 10 + 11 + 12 + 13 + 14 + 15 = 75

 Hence, 
3 3 3 3 3 310 11 12 13 14 15

0
10 11 12 13 14 15

+ + + + + =
+ + + + +

Q.23.(A) Amount of water in mixture = 1000 30
300

100

× =
 (1000 + x) × 15/100 = 300
 1000 + x = 2000
 x = 1000 ml
Q.24.(D)  L × B = x2 + 7x + 10 = (x + 5) (x + 2)
 L = (x + 5)
 B = (x + 2)
 p = 2(L + B)
 p = 2(x + 5 + x + 2)
 p = 4x + 14
Q.25.(C)

 

( )

20 60 3

20 80 4
20 101

4 20 80
400 200 10

10 200

20

p

p

p

p

× =
×

+ ×
=

×
= +
=

=

Q.26.(C) 8-7 (3/4) % = 61.50
 0.25% = 61.50
 100% = 24600
Q.27.(C) Remaining distance =3km
 Remaining time = (1/3) × 45 = 15 minute = (1/4)

hour 
 Speed = [3/(1/4)] = 12kmph 
Q.28.(A) x2 - 3x + 2 = (x - 1) (x - 2)
 On putting x = 1
 1 - 5 + A + B + 4 - 40 = 0   ....(I)

The head of the Bangladesh Bouddha Kristi Prachar Sangha Sanghanayaka Suddhananda 
Mahathero passed away in Dhaka. He was 88.
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Equitas Small Finance Bank has received market regulator Sebi's nod for its initial public 

offering (IPO).

 On putting x = 2
 32-80+8A+4B+8-40=0   ....(II)
 On solving both the equations, we get
 A=-20 and B=+60
Q.29.(A)

 

25 15
25 15 6.25%

100

× − − =  

Q.30.(C) 40%=14    |   35%=21    |   30%=15
 100%=35  |   100%=60  |100%=50
 Ratio of income =35:60:50=7:12:10
 Since, 7+12+10=29 unit=1450 Rs.
 1 unit=50 Rs.
 Salary of B =12unit=12×50=600 Rs.
Q.31.(B) Saving +expenditure = income 
 2+3=5
 2×6+3×k=5×15
 3k=63
 K=21%
Q.32.(A) Present age = A: B                  18 year ago = A: B
 4:5   ----------------------  11:16
 20:25----------------------11:16
 9------18 years
 1-----2 years
 Hence total age = (20+25)×2=90 years
Q.33.(D) 

 

23 40 45
1 9

40 40 45

×  − =  +  

Q.34.(B) Ratio of last year of A: B=3: 4
 Ratio of last year and present year of A = 4: 5 = 

4 × (3/4): 5 × (3/4) = 3: (15/4) 
 Ratio of last year and present year of B=2: 3 = 4: 

6 
 (15/4) : 6=15: 24=5: 8
 5x + 8x = 4160
 x = 320
 A = 5x = 5320 = 1600
Q.35.(C) 605=48×10+12.5×k
 k=10
 total work = 48+10 = 58
Q.36.(A)

 

50 10 50
10 5%

3 100
10% 5% 5%

5% 2

100% 40

×− + − =

− =
=

=

Q.37.(C)

 
100 100 100

360 72%
125 80 500

× × × =

Q.38.(C) t1 : t2 : t3 = 
1 2 3

1 1 1
: :

v v v

 = 
1 1 1

: :
3 4 5

 = 20 : 15 : 12
Q.39.(B)

 

2 2
2 2

2 2

2

2

2

2

2 2

1 1
2 2 0

1 1
0

1
0

1

1

1
0

1

1

1 1 2

a b
a b

a b
a b

a
a

a

a

b
b

b

b

a b

+ − + + − =

   + + − =      

 + =  
=

=

 − =  
=

=
+ = + =

Q.40.(A) SP = 8

 CP = 
100 64

8
137.5 11

× =

 6.40 × x = 64

11
× (x + y) 

 64 × x = 
64

11
× (x + y)

 11x = 10x + 10y
 x = 10y
 x : y = 10 : 1
Q.41.(D) 

 

( ) ( )
( )

( )

2 2 2 2 2

9 6 2

3

2
1 1 1

1

3

2

a b c a b c ab bc ca

ab bc ca

ab bc ca

a b c

ab bc ca abc

+ + = + + + + +

= + + +

+ + =

+ + =

+ + = =
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Young Indian shuttlers Tasnim Mir and Mansi Singh won a bronze medal each in the girls' 

singles event at the Dutch Junior International 2020 in Haarlem, Netherlands.

 

( ) ( )
( )

( )

2 2 2 2 2

9 6 2

3

2
1 1 1

1

3

2

a b c a b c ab bc ca

ab bc ca

ab bc ca

a b c

ab bc ca abc

+ + = + + + + +

= + + +

+ + =

+ + =

+ + = =

Q.42.(C)

 

( )( )

2 2

2 2 2

2 2

2 2

2 2 2

2 2 2 2

613

613

613 612 613 612 613 612

613 612 1 1225

613 612 35

612 35

612

35

612 35 647

a b

a b

a b

a

b

a b

+ =
+ =

− = − +

− = ×
− =

+ = +
=
=
+ = + =

Q.43.(A) 

 

( ) ( ) ( )1 2
20 1 10

3 3
20 2 30

2 50

25

k

k

k

k

× − + × =

− + =
=

=

Q.44.(D) Work in 1 minute = 
1 1 1

40 60 120
− =

 Required time = 120 min
Q.45.(A)

 

1 1

1 4

4 4 1

4 3

2 1

2 3

3 6 2

3 4

1, 7

1 7 8

x

y

x y

x y

x

y

x y

x y

x y

x y

+ =
+

⇒ + = +
⇒ − = −

+ =
+

⇒ + = +
⇒ − = −

= =
+ = + =

Q.46.(B) Let the length of train be x metre
 speed = 90 km/hr = 25m/s
 Distance covered in 60 sec.
 = 25 × 60 = 1500 meter
 1500 = x + x 
 1500 = 2x
 x = 750

Q.47.(D) Sale of B in 2011 = 
60

78000 780 60
100

× = ×

 Sale of A in 2013 = 
60

68000 680 60
100

× = ×

 Required ratio = 78: 68
 = 39: 34

Q.48.(B) Sale of A = 
52

70000 36400
100

× =

 Total no. of motorcycle sold by B = 81000 
Required %

 
36400

100 44.938% 45%
81000

= × = ≈

Q.49.(D) Total no. of motorcycle sold by B 

 
70 60 55 70 63

56000 78000 80000 60000 81000
100 100 100 100 100

= × + × + × + × + ×

 
70 60 55 70 63

56000 78000 80000 60000 81000
100 100 100 100 100

= × + × + × + × + ×

= 39200 + 46800 + 44000 + 42000 + 51030
 = 223030

 Required average 
223030

44606
5

= =

Q.50.(D) Total value of A in 2011

 
58

72000 41760
100

= × =

 Total value of A in 2012

 
75

92000 69000
100

= × =

 Required % =

 
69000 41760 27240

100 100 65.229% 65%
41760 41760

− × = × = ≈

Q.51.(C) On putting x = – 2 in polynomial x2 + ax + b
 (– 2)2 + a (– 2) + b = 0
 – 2a + b + 4 = 0
 2a – b = 4 ---------(I)
 On putting x = – 2 in the polynomial x2 +bx + a
 – 2b + a + 4 = 0
 a – 2b = – 4 ----------(II)
 On solving (I) and (II), a = b = 4 
 So, a : b = 1 : 1  
Q.52.(A) a2 – 3a + 1 = 0
 On dividing both sides by a, we get

 a – 3 + 1

a
= 0

 a + 1

a
 = 3
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MICA  MAY 2020 Leading Indian-American health policy consultant Seema Verma has been appointed as 
one of the key members of the White House Coronavirus Task Force.

 Now, a5 + 5

1

a
 = 3 2

3 2

1 1 1
a a a

a a a
    + + − +        

 = 
3 2

1 1 1 1
a 3 a a 2 a

a a a a

             + − + + − − +                       

 = {(3)3 – 3 (3)} {(3)2 – 2} – 3
 = (27 – 9) × 7 – 3 = 126 – 3 = 123
Q.53.(B) 

 
∠ AEB = 90o (AB is a diameter)

 In ΔODB, 

 BD = 2 213 8 105− =
 BE = 2 105

 AE = 676 420−  = 16 cm. 

 AD = 256 105+ = 19 cm. 

Q.54.(B)

 

 = 1 1

x y
−

Q.55.(D)

 
o o

o o o o

o oo o

o o

sin 57 cos37
tan 57 cot 37 cos57 sin 37

sin 33 cos53tan 33 cot 53
cos33 sin 53

++ =
+ +

 = 

o o o o

o o

o o o o

o o

sin 57 sin 37 cos57 cos37
cos57 sin 37

sin 33 sin 53 cos33 cos53
cos33 sin 53

+

+

 = 

( )

( )

o o

o o

o o

o o

cos 57 37

cos57 sin 37
cos 53 33

cos33 sin 53

−

−

 = 
o o o o

o o o o

cos33 sin 53 sin 57 cos37

cos57 sin 37 cos57 sin 37
=

 
= tan 57o cot 37o

Q.56.(A)

 ( ) ( )
2 2

x cos 3 x sin 1 0θ − + θ − =

x cos θ – 3 = 0 … (I) 
 and x sin θ – 1 = 0 … (II)
 From (I) and (II), 
 x2 = 4
 x = 2

 and tan θ = 1

3
 θ = 30o

 

o o

o o

x tan sec 2 tan 30 sec30

x sec tan x sec30 tan 30

θ + θ +=
θ + θ +

 = 

1 2
2

3 3
2 1

2
3 3

× +

× +

 = 4

5

Q.57.(D)  480 = 1

2
× (2x + 3x) × 12

 80 = 5x
 x = 16
 Longer side = 3 × 16 = 48 cm.
Q.58.(C) p4 + p2q2 + q4 = 6
 p4 + q4 = 6 – p2q2 … (i) 
 again
 p2 + pq + q2 = 2
 p2 + q2 = 2 – pq … (ii) 
 squaring on both side in eq. (ii) 
 p4 + q4 + 2 p2q2 = 4 + p2q2 – 4pq
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ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India has completed the acquisition of 500 Mega Watt (MW) 

Bhander power plant in Hazira, Gujarat.

 6 – p2q2 + 2 p2q2 = 4 + p2q2 – 4pq
 2 = – 4pq
 pq = – 1/2 
Q.59.(D) Distance between lines =

 
2 2 2 2

c d 22 15 7

10a b 8 6

− −= =
+ +

Q.60.(C) 

 
1

2x 5
3x

+ =

6x2 + 1= 15x

 2

5x 5x 5x 1

6x 30x 1 15x 30x 45x 9
= = =

+ + +

Q.61.(B) x = 3 3 8 7 4 3+ + −

 = ( )2

3 3 8 2 3+ + −

 = ( )3 3 8 2 3+ + −

 = 3 3 16 8 3+ + −

 = 3 19 8 3+ −

 = ( )2

3 4 3+ −

 = ( )3 4 3+ −

 = 4 = 2
Q.62.(A) 

 

sin cos
4

sin cos
sin cos 4sin 4cos

3sin 5cos

5
tan

3

θ + θ =
θ − θ
θ + θ = θ − θ

θ = θ

θ =

2 2

4 4 5 3
sin cos

25 9 25 9

25 9 16 8

34 34 34 17

   θ − θ = −   + +   

= − = =

Q.63.(C) Length of transverse common tangent =

 ( )22
1 2d r r− +

 = ( )2210 3 3− +

 = 2 210 6−

 = 8 cm.
Q.64.(B) Let a be the first tem and d be the common 

difference of given AP
 7 T7 = 11 T11

 7 (a + 6d) = 11 (a + 10d)
 7a + 42d = 11a + 110d
 4a + 68d = 0
 T18 = a + 17d = 4a + 68d = 0
Q.65.(A) 2 (l + b) × h = 448
 2 (18 + b) × 8 = 448
 18 + b = 28
 b = 10
Q.66.(A)  (p + q + r)2 = p2 + q2 + r2 + 2 (pq + qr + rp)
 361 = 133 + 2 (pq + qr + q2)
 114 = q (p + q + r) 
 q = 6
 Now, p + r = 13 and p2 + r2 = 97
 Again, 
 (p – r)2 = p2 + r2 – 2 rp
 (p – r)2 = 97 – 2 × 36
 (p – r)2 = 25
 p – r = 5
Q.67.(B) 4 – 2 sin2 θ – 5 cos θ = 0
 4 – 2 (1 – cos2 θ) – 5 cos θ = 0
 4 – 2 + 2 cos2 θ – 5 cos θ = 0
 2 cos2 θ – 5 cos θ + 2 = 0
 2 cos2 θ – 4 cos θ – cos θ + 2 = 0
 2 cos (cos θ – 2) – 1 (cos θ – 2) = 0
 (cos θ – 2) (2 cos θ – 1) = 0 
 cos θ = 2, ½

 θ = 60o

 sin θ + tan θ = sin 60o + tan 60o 

 = 
3

3
2

+

 = 
1

3 1
2

 +  

 = 
3 3

2
Q.68.(B) 
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Yusuffali MA, chairman of the LuLu Group, became the first Indian to receive Saudi 

Arabia's Premium Residency, informally known as Saudi Green Card.

 

5x 3
7

3 2 3 1

2 2 4

  −     + =

 

10x 9
7

6 3 1

2 2 4

 −  
     + =

10x 9 3 1
7

12 2 4

−  + =  

70x 63 18 1

12 4

− +  =  
70x – 45 = 3

 x = 48/70 = 24/35
Q.69.(C)

 
 AQ = AR, BP = BR and CQ = CP
 Perimeter of the triangle = AB + BC + CA
 = AR + BR + BP + PC + AQ + CQ
 = (AR + AQ) + (BP + BR) + (CQ + CP) 
 = 2 × 4.5 + 2 × 6 + 2 × 5.5 
 = 9 + 12 + 11 = 32 cm.
Q.70.(C) T3 = a + 2d = – 13 … (I)
 T6 = a + 5d = – 4 … (II)
 From (I) and (II), we get
 3d = 9
 d = 3
 From (I), we get
 a = – 13 – 6 = – 19
 Required Sum = 6 [2 × (– 19) + 11 × 3]
 = 6 [– 38 + 33] = – 30
Q.71.(A) Required coordinates of the point = {(2 × – 3) – 

5, 2} = (– 11, 2)
Q.72.(D)

 
3 5 4

5 x 3

+ = −
− −

 24 = 20 + 4x

 4x = 4
 x = 1
Q.73.(A) Unit digit of 771 + 663 × 365 = 3 + 6 × 3 = 1
Q.74.(C) 

 

( )2 2sec tan sec tansec tan 1

tan sec 1 tan sec 1

θ + θ − θ − θθ + θ − =
θ − θ + θ − θ +

 =
( )[ ]sec tan 1 sec tan

tan sec 1

θ + θ − θ + θ
θ − θ +

 = ( )sec tanθ + θ

 = 1 sin

cos cos

θ + θ θ 

 = 1 sin

cos

+ θ 
 θ 

 = 
1 sin 1 sin

cos 1 sin

+ θ − θ × θ − θ 

 = ( ) ( )
2cos cos

cos 1 sin 1 sin

θ θ=
θ − θ − θ

Q.75.(D)

 
1 1 1

n n
= +

+l l

(l + n)2 = ln
 l2 + n2 + 2ln = ln
 l2 + n2 + ln = 0
 l3 – n3 = (l – n) (l2 + n2 + ln) = 0
Q.76.(C)

 
 EC = AC and CF = BC

 ∠ CEA = ∠ CAE = θ (Let)

 and ∠ CFB = ∠ CBF = φ (Let)
 In ∆ DEF, 

 θ + φ = 180o – 40o = 140o

 Now, ∠ ACB = 180o – ( ∠ ACE + ∠ BCF)

 = 180o – (180o – θ – θ  +180o – φ – φ )
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The Indian men's hockey team climbed one spot to rank fourth in the world in the latest 

FIH team rankings.

 = 180o – 360o + 2 θ + 2 φ

 = 2( θ + φ ) – 180o

 = 2 × 140o – 180o = 100o

Q.77.(D) Radius of in circle = 
2 A

P

×

 A = 22.5 cm2 
 Volume of prism = Area of base × height 

 Height = 
315

22.5
cm. = 14 cm.

Q.78.(A) Radius of the sphere = 5 2 cm. 
 Diameter of the sphere = 10 2 cm. 
 Diagonal of the cube = Diameter of the sphere = 

10 2 cm. 

 Volume of the cube = 
3

10 2

2

 
   

cm.3

 = 1000 cm.3

Q.79.(C)

 
AB = AC, M is the mid - point of AC 

 AB + AM = 15 and BC + CM = 6 
 Let CM = x
 AM = x
 BC = 6 – x and AB = 15 – x
 15 – x = 2x
 3x = 15
 x = 5 
 BC = 6 – 5 = 1 cm. 
Q.80.(A) 

 

 Join QS.

 ∠ PSQ = ∠ SQR + 36o (exterior angle of ΔSQU)

 ∠ QSR = ∠ PQS + 24o (exterior angle of ΔTSQ)

 ∠ PSQ + ∠ QSR = ∠ SQR + 36o + ∠ PQS + 24o

 ∠ PSR = ∠ PQR + 60o

 180o - ∠ PQR = ∠ PQR + 60o

 2 ∠ PQR  = 120o

 ∠ PQR = 60o

Q.81.(B) 

 
( )21
a 1 3

a
+ =

1
a 3

a
+ =

( )33
3

1
a 3 3 3

a
+ = − ×

= 27 – 9 = 18
Q.82.(D)

 

1 1 1
2

a b c
+ + =

On solving this we get,
 ab + bc + ac = 2abc
 (a + b + c)2 = a2 + b2 + c2 + 2 (ab + bc + ca)
 52 = 8 + 2 × 2abc
 abc = 17/4
Q.83.(B) According to the question,
 Volume of the cuboid = 8 × 6 × 4 = 192 cm.3

 Required quantity = 216 – 192 = 24 cm.3

Q.84.(A) x sin 60o. tan 30o – tan2 45o = cosec 60o cot 30o – 
sec2 45o

 
3 1 2

x 1 3 2
2 3 3

⇒ × × − = × −

 x = 2
Q.85.(C) 
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the exercise of consolidation of 10 public sector 
banks (PSBs) into four is on course and the merger will come into effect from April 1, 2020.

 

Q.86.(C) PT2 = PA × PB
 PT2 = 2PT × (2PT – AB)
 PT2 = 4PT2 – 36 PT
 3PT2 = 36 PT
 PT = 12 
Q.87.(A) Let the width of the path be x meters.
 According to question,
 (20 + 2x) (14 + 2x) – 20 ×14 = 111
 4x2 + 68x – 111 = 0

 x = 
37

–
2 or x = 

3

2

 Width of path is 1.5 meter.

Q.88.(C) Distance covered in 1 revolution = 22
2 1.4

7
× × = 

8.8 m. 
 Distance covered in 40 revolutions = 40 × 8.8 = 

352 m. = 0.352 km.

 Time = 1

60
hr. 

 Speed = 
0.352

1
60

= 21.12 km/h 

Q.89.(A) 

 
Let the radius of the three circles be x, y, z.

 x + y = 5, z + y = 7, x + z = 6
 x + y + z = 9  
 x = 9 – 7     
 x = 2 cm. 
Q.90.(B) Let the larger number be x and smaller number 

be y. Then 

 3x = 4y + 3 ------- (1)
 and 7y = 5x + 1 ------- (2)
 From (1) and (2)
 x = 25 and y = 18
 Required difference = 25 – 18 = 7

Q.91.(D) Volume of cone = ( )21
9 9 243

3
× π × = π cm.3

 Volume of sphere = ( )34
9 972

3
× π = π cm.3

 Required difference = 972 π  – 243 π= 729 π

 Percentage of wasted wood = 729
100

972

π ×
π

= 75%

Q.92.(C) According to the question,

 ( )2 2 2
1 12 R h 2 R 12 8π + π = π −

 
2

1 1R h R 40+ =

 

2
1

1

40 R
h

R

−=

Q.93.(D) 

 
Length of the ladder remains same in both the 
cases. 

 AC = x + 2
 In right angled – triangle ∆ABC,
 (x + 2)2 = x2 + 82

 x2 + 4 + 4x = x2 + 64
 4x = 60
 x = 15 
Q.94.(B) 

 

1
2 cm.xkm 52

400km 1cm. 2

5
x 400 1000km.

2

= =

∴ = × =

Q.95.(B) 
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 tan 30o = h

PM

 PM = 3h

 tan 60o = h 120

PM

+

 
h 120

3
PM

+=

 h = 60
 Height of cloud = 120 m.
Q.96.(C) Let height at which balloon is flying is h m.

 tan 30o = 
h

100 h+

 

1 h

100 h3
=

+

 ( )h 3 1 100− =

 h = ( )50 3 1+

Q.97.(A) Required Number = 8.4 × 55 + 54 ×6
 = 462 + 324 = 786

Q.98.(D) Required = 
360 100

%
220

×
= 163.64% ≈ 164% 

Q.99.(A) Required ratio = (234 + 77) : (126 + 143)
 = 311 : 269
Q.100.(B) Total number of males = 840 × 0.55 + 220 × 0.65 

+ 900 × 0.77 + 360 × 0.35 + 450 × 0.56 + 540 × 
0.60 

 = 462 + 143 + 693 + 126 + 252 + 324 = 2000
 Total number of females = 840 × 0.45 + 220 × 

0.35 + 900 × 0.23 + 360 × 0.65 + 450 × 0.44 + 
540 × 0.40

 = 378 + 77 + 207 + 234 + 198 + 216 = 1310
 Required difference = 2000 – 1310 = 690

The government permitted NRIs to control up to 100 per cent stake in disinvestment-bound 
Air India.
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14 CHAWLA NEWS AGENCY MEERUT 9837015153, 

0121-2661646, 
4057122

15 CHMAN NEWS AGENCY KOTA 9829036318, 
0744-2323377

16 CHOPRA NEWS AGENCY LUDHIANA 9815752531, 
0161-2746731

17 D.C. JAIN INDORE 9826027100  
0731-2460535/ 
2452147

18 DIWAN NEWS AGENCY JHANSI 9415073363
19 DURGA NEWS AGENCY GUWAHATI 9435049511, 

0361-2525415
20 DYANAND NEWS AGENCY PATNA 9431041221, 

0612-2233541/ 
2239682

21 E.B.S. NEWS AGENCY CHANDIGARH 0172-2703570   
9814110136/ 
09435140817

22 EASHWARI AGENCIES CHENNAI 9840035283
23 ECLET BOOK CENTER ALLAHABAD 9838925586
24 EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION 

CENTER
GORAKHPUR 9455963178

25 ESTERN NEWS AGENCY PATNA 9334115121
26 FORUM BOOK HOUSE BANGALORE 9886769721, 

080-41146099
27 GARG BOOK DEPOT JAIPUR 9414663853, 

0141-2595526
28 GAURAV BOOK AGENCY VARANASI 8173997477
29 GEETA PUSTAK BHANDAR AJMER 9929453089, 

0145-2601735/ 
2601709

30 GUPTA NEWS DISTRIBUTOR RISHIKESH 9837767551
31 GYAN BHARTI RANCHI 9835196111, 

0651-2308643
32 INDIAN BOOK DEPOT KARNAL 9255426821
33 JAIN AGENCY ROORKEE 9412379343
34 JANTA NEWS AGENCY JABALPUR 9039675118
35 JANTA NEWS AGENCY MUMBAI 9699774812, 

8879612757
36 KAKKAR NEWS AGENCY HISAR 01662-230149
37 KARIM BOOK HOUSE REWA 09907261978
38 KHEMUKA NEWS AGENCY DURG 09329023923
39 LATEST MAGAZINE CENTER JODHPUR 9314710365, 

0291-2620686
40 LIFE BOOK HOUSE BHOPAL 9826313349
41 M.L. & SONS DELHI 9868090583, 

011-32421262/ 
23362688

42 MADHAB BOOK STORE CUTTACK 9437026311
43 MALHOTRA BOOK DEPOT SHARANPUR 9897322746, 

0132-2640587

44 MANOJ NEWS AGENCY PATNA 9905271351, 
0612-2206151

45 MEHTA NEW AGENCY PATIALA 9888392289
46 MUKUND PAREKH NEWS AGENCY RAIPUR 9827145302
47 NAGPUR NEWS AGENCY NAGPUR 9881308009
48 NATHURAM SHARMA HARIDWAR 01334-253201-

250176
49 NATIONAL BOOK CENTRE NAGPUR 9371637499, 

8007290786
50 NEWS POINT ALIGARH 9568886596
51 ORISSA BOOK DISTRIBUTOR CUTTACK 9338105078, 

0671-2647049
52 OSWAL NEWS AGENCY KOTA 9352603367
53 P.C. JAIN IMPHAL 9436027526, 

0385-2451756
54 PATHAK BROTHERS NAGPUR 9823125806  

0712-2730638
55 PATWAL NEWS AGENCY HALDWANI 9756983117
56 PRASAD MAG. CENTRE JAMSEDPUR 9431526278, 

0657-2420086
57 PRASAD NEWS AGENCY GORAKHPUR 9838883666
58 PREM B/C-VIMAL FAIZABAD 9415047959
59 PT. BELI RAM & SONS AMRITSAR 0183-2550285
60 RANJAN MISHRA COMPETITION 

BOOK HOUSE
GORAKHPUR 9336409300 

8004918321
61 RAVI BOOK CENTER AHEMDABAD 9825628116
62 RAWAT CAREER ACADEMY AGRA 9319109617, 

0562-2391292
63 ROYAL PUSTAK BHANDAR MUZZFARNAGAR 9897677644
64 SAHU NEWS AGENCY JABALPUR 09425865222/ 

09301201157
65 SANDESH AGENCY PUNE 9422008348, 

020-24459361
66 SANDHARBHA VITRAN KOLHAPUR 9823377227, 

0231-2668631-
2664405

67 SANJAY NEWS AGENCY RISHIKESH 9927016595, 
0135-2430968

68 SARDAR TRILOCHAN SINGH INDORE 0731-4004101, 
9993030003

69 SARVODAY BOOK STALL JODHPUR 9829781548/ 
8107589141

70 SHANKAR COMPETITION  BOOK 
HOUSE

REWA 09826125956/ 
0983731035/ 
9407041342

71 SHARMA BOOK & STATIONARY ALWAR 9214497900
72 SHEELA BOOK CENTRE JAMMU 9419146803, 

0191-2574912, 
9419299113

73 SHIV SHAKTI PUSTKALAY ROURKELA 9861197354
74 SHIVAM BOOKS BOKARO 7870744822, 

9472792061, 
7979046645

75 SHYAM SUNDER GUPTA KANPUR 9450140350, 
0512-2328341

76 SREE AGENCY TIRUNELVELI 9443725748
77 STUDENT CORNER GORAKHPUR 9415210262, 

0551-2330337/ 
2338700

78 SUBHAS NEWS AGENCY SHIMLA 0177-2653117/ 
2201604, 
9816966944

79 SUBHAS PUS.BHANDAR LUCKNOW 0522- 2637652/ 
2637349

80 SUNIL KUMAR SINGH DHANBAD 9835196526, 
0326-3209600/ 
3209601

81 SUNRISE NEWS PAPER & MAGAZINES AURANGABAD 9765754143
82 TELANG BOOK CORNER BHOPAL 9827058587
83 VISHAL BOOK CENTER KOLKATA 03340646353
84 LAXMI NARAIN NEWS AGENCY VARANASI 9307023122
85 K.V.R MEDIA VISHAKAPATANAM 9848609293
86 BALAJI BOOKS & STATIONARY BHATINDA 9464247377
87 SHYAM BOOK STORE NELLORE 9963710104

OUR DISTRIBUTORS IN INDIA






