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Dear Aspirants,
 We feel delighted to present to you the "July 2020" edition of "Master in Current Affairs". MICA is a 
comprehensive magazine focused on both the intellectual and competitive nature of learning. Apart from the competitive 
edge, MICA is intended to provide you with a vision of self-enhancement. MICA includes highly acclaimed sections such 
as, Newsletters, News Diary, One Liner, World of English, which are directly related to your preparation for competitive 
examinations. Chalte - Chalte is one of the most steering elements of MICA on the go, which is mentioned below every 
page. This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the important issues of this 
month which may play a vital role in the forthcoming examination. The important topics covered in this edition are: 
Atma-nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (or Self-reliant India Mission) - Prime Minister announced a special economic package and 
gave a clarion call for Atmanirbhar Bharat. He noted that this package, taken together with earlier announcements by the 
government during COVID crisis and decisions taken by RBI, is to the tune of Rs 20 lakh crore, which is equivalent to 
almost 10% of India’s GDP. 
China-TaiwanHongkong Relation - Taiwan, officially the Republic of China (ROC), is a state in East Asia. Neighbouring 
states include the People's Republic of China (PRC) to the north-west, Japan to the north-east, and the Philippines to the 
south. Taipei is the capital and largest metropolitan area.
One Nation One Ration Card Scheme - Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the 'One Nation One Ration 
Card' system will enable migrant workers and their family members to access PDS benefits from any Fair 
Price Shop in the country. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced the national rollout of a ‘One 
Nation, One Ration Card’ system in all states and Union Territories by March 2021. As of now, about 20 
states have come on board to implement the inter-state ration card portability.
In this edition as a wish for your bright and prosperous future we are providing “RRB PO PRE 
MODEL PAPER 2019” and “SSC STENOGRAPHER 06 FEB 2019 (SHIFT-I) PREVIOUS 
YEAR PAPER 2019” for your self-assessment. You can also test your Current Affairs by 
visiting the Quiz Time section for self-assessment, which includes all possible multiple-choice 
questions from the current affairs of this month. To serve you better we will diligently serve 
you our level best with various new topics and news that is important from the examination 
point of view.

Best of luck for your exams.
Your suggestions will be highly valuable and welcomed.

 
 With Best Wishes
 Editor : N.K. Jain                                        “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
"All of us do not have equal talent. But, all of us have an equal opportunity 

to develop our talents."

                                                                                        - Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam
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Digital payments major Paytm has named Vineet Arora as the managing director and chief 

executive officer of Paytm General Insurance Ltd.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Late Mr. Jayant Kumar
Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Meena Devi
Hobbies  :  Watching Movies
Prior Selection  :  None
Name of the Exam : Punjab National Bank
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 1871004417
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : RNC0711507318

NITISHA GUPTA

MICA : Mahendra's family 
expresses its heartfelt 
congratulations on your 
success.

Nitisha : Thank You!

MICA : To whom do you want 
to give the credit of your 
selection?

Nitisha : Myself and my parents for 
believing in me.

MICA : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in this 
examination?

Nitisha : It was my 2nd Attempt.

MICA : What is the role of 
Mahendra's institute in 
your selection?

Nitisha : The institution helped me a 
lot to learn the basics.

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the examination?

Nitisha :  

English Language
Reading newspaper and attempting 

quiz.

Reasoning Ability

Solving as many questions and 
attempting quiz.

Numerical Ability

Practice, learning short tricks and 
attempting quiz.

General Awareness

I watched Current Affairs Live on 
Youtube and attended Mains Speed 

Tests.

Computer & Marketing

Mock tests of Mahendra's helped me 
a lot and Speed Test Package.

MICA : What would you say about 
“Master in Current Affairs” 
Magazine (MICA) and 
Mahendra Guru Website?

Nitisha : Current Affairs Live was 
helpful.

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

Nitisha : Very helpful, supportive 
and motivating faculties.

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Nitisha : Time management is 
the key element in these 
competitive examinations.

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the Interview?

Nitisha : Preparing basics questions 
about myself, qualification 
and family. And also recent 
news.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions 
asked?

Nitisha : My Panel was friendly.

The questions asked were:

I.  About my qualification and 
personal background.

II.  Question related to commerce 
background. (What is pledge, 
mortgage, hypothecation and 
lien).

III.  Everything about NPA.

IV.  About PCA.

V.  Bank merger (BOB, Dena, 
Vijaya) and banks recently out 
of PCA.

MICA : From whom did you 
get information of your 
selection and what was 
your reaction?

Nitisha : Through IBPS website. I 
was extremely happy.

MICA : What message do you 
want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Nitisha : Practice very well as you 
can be selected in first 
attempt as well.

MICA : Congratulations! once 
again on your success. 
Your success is our 
success.

Nitisha : Thank You!
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ONE Liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Recently who has been appointed Member of Public 
Accounts Committee? - Santosh Kumar 

 # Recently which Indian Mountaineer has entered ‘Limca 
Book of Records’?  - Satyarup Siddhanta 

 # R Gandhi and Ananth Gopalakrishnan were appointed 
as additional directors of which private sector bank?  
 - Yes Bank 

 # Veteran director Meenakshisundaram Ramasamy 
Viswanthan passed away recently, he was related to 
which state?  - Tamil Nadu 

 # Iqbal Singh Bains was appointed Chief Secretary of 
which state recently?  - Madhya Pradesh 

 # Recently who has been appointed as the Chief Executive 
Officer of Walmart India?  - Sameer Aggarwal 

 # Former India footballer Abdul Latif has passed away 
recently, he worked as a key member of the trophy-
winning team in which year, at Asian Games?   
 - 1970

 # Padma Vibhushan award winning artist, architect, 
sculptor and writer Satish Gujral passed away, he was 
awarded by Padma Vibhushan in which year?   
 - 1999

 # Veteran photographer Nemai Ghosh has passed away 
recently, he was awarded by which Civilian award? 
 - Padma Shri 

 # Ho Sung Song was appointed as the President of which 
of the company recently? - Kia Motors 

 # Recently folk singer and actress Paravai Muniyamma 
has passed away, she was related to which state?   
 - Tamil Nadu

 # Recently who was appointed as the CEO & MD of 
Bharti Infratel? - D.S Rawat 

 # What is the name of CEO & MD of Paytm Money, 
who has resigned from his position recently?    
 - Praveen Jadhav

 # Recently Nirmal Singh Khalsa has passed away from 
coronavirus, he had received the Padma Shri for his 
contribution in which field? - Music

American actor Brian Dennehy, who won two Tony awards and a Golden Globe, passed 
away aged 81.

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

AWARDS

 # Gregory Margulis was selected for Abel Prize, Abel Prize 
is given in which field? - Mathematics 

 # Who has won the IIFTC Tourism Impact Award 
2020 for ‘Outstanding Contribution to World Film 
Tourism’?  - Zoya Akhter 

 # Who is the winner of  the 2020 PEN/Hemingway 
Award for Debut Novel, “A Prayer for Travelers”?  
 - Ruchika Tomar 

 # Recently who has won the ' The Hindu Prize 2019 ' in 
Non Fiction?  - Santanu Das 

 # Recently who has won the Best Director Award at Critics’ 
Choice Film Awards?  - Zoya Akhtar 

 # Recently which film has won the Best Film Award at Critics’ 
Choice Film Awards?  - Gully Boy 

 # Recently who has won the Best Actress Award at Critics’ 
Choice Film Awards? - Geetika Vidya Ohlyan 

 # Who has won the Best Actor Award at Critics’ Choice 
Film Awards?  - Ranveer Singh

 # Recently which union Minister has launched Pradhan 
Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana to fight against 
COVID-19 and its effects? - Nirmala Sitaraman 

 # Recently which state government has launched a mobile 
app ‘Corona Watch’ aims to track the movement history 
of persons tested positive? - Karnataka 

 # Recently which State/UT Government has announced 5T 
plan to tackle the spread of Corona Virus in the Union 
Territory, which includes Testing, Tracing, Teamwork, 
Treatment and Tracking? - Delhi 

 # Krishi Vigyan Kendra operating under Central Marine 
Fisheries Research Institute has launched a door 
delivery scheme in which state recently?  
 - Kerala 

 # Recently which state has topped in Micro-Irrigation 
Coverage under PMKSY for FY 2019-20?   
 - Tamil Nadu 
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NATIONAL & STATE

Former North Korean deputy ambassador to the UK, Thae Yong-ho, has won a constituency 
seat in South Korea's parliamentary elections.

 # Which state Government has announced that it is to 
set up two COVID-19 dedicated hospitals under PPP 
(Public Private Partnership) model?   
 - Odisha 

 # Recently which state has become the 1st Indian state to 
launch assessment tool for covid-19?   
 - Goa 

 # Which state government has launched 'Food Helpline 
Number 155214?  - Karnataka 

 # Recently which Union Minister has launched the 24×7 
National Teleconsultation Centre to answer COVID-19 
related queries?  - Dr.Harsh Vardhan 

 # Recently which state government has launched 
PRAGYAAM app to issue e-passes to everyone 
associated with delivery of essential services amid 
lockdown?  - Jharkhand 

 # Recently which State government has set up “Mobile 
Hand-wash facilities” for the benefit of Slum Dwellers 
amidst lockdown in the state?      
 - Andhra Pradesh 

 # Recently which IIT has developed a drone to sanitise 
large areas such as roads, parks and footpaths?  
 - IIT Guwahati 

 # Recently ‘Modi Kitchen’ has been set up in which of 
the city?  - Coimbatore,   
  Tamil Nadu 

 # Odisha celebrated Utkal Diwas on 1st April, who is the 
present Governor of Odisha?     
 - Ganeshi Lal   

 # Recently who has become the first Judge to take Oath 
under the Indian Constitution Jammu & Kashmir High 
Court Judge?  - Ranjesh Oswal 

 # National Cadet Corps has offered its volunteer cadets 
for national duty to fight COVID-19 under ‘Exercise 
NCC Yogdan’, where is the headquarter of National 
Cadet Corps?  - New Delhi 

 # Recently which state government has started distributing 
pensions at the doorstep to the beneficiaries?  
 - Andhra Pradesh 

 # Recently which state government has launched online 
self-assessment tool to better identify, assist Covid-19 
patients?  - Maharashtra 

 # Recently which Union Minister released National 
Corona Survey conducted in 410 Districts of 
Country?  - Jitendra Singh  

 # Recently which of the Indian Railway’s Rail Coach 
Factory has developed a low-cost ventilator prototype 
named “Jeevan”? - Kapurthala, Punjab

 # Recently which state government has announced to 
donate one month free food grains to poor?  
 - Uttar Pradesh

 # Recently who has released the ‘A book entitled 
Messiah Modi A Great Tale of Expectations’?   
 - Tavleen Singh

 # Recently the central government has launched 'MyGov 
Corona Helpdesk' it is available on which social media 
platform? - Whatsapp 

 # Which State Police has become first in India to introduce 
taser guns recently? - Gujarat 

 # Recently who has launched a book titled “Missing in 
Action: The Prisoners Who Never Came Back”?   
 - Chander Suta Dogra

 # Recently which state government has launched Mo 
Jeeban programme to the containment of COVID-19 
pandemic? - Odisha 

 # Which state government has Launched 104 Helpline 
Number for COVID-19 recently?   
 - Assam 

 # Recently which organization has launched a “Tracker 
of Policies Governments are Taking in Response to 
COVID-19”?  - International Monetary  
  Fund

 # Recently who was appointed as Chief Secretary of 
Jharkhand? - Sukhdeo Singh

 # How much fund was announced by Finance Minister 
under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana for the 
poor to help them fight the battle against Corona 
Virus?  - 1.70 Lakh Crore 

 # Recently which state government has announced a 
`50 lakh insurance cover for all those engaged in the 
treatment of coronavirus infected persons?   
 - Madhya Pradesh 

 # Government’s pan-India Agriculture trading portal 
e-NAM has completed how many years of implementation 
on April 14, 2020?  - Four 

 # Recently which State Government has launched 
Annapurna, Supply Mitra portals for citizens’ food 
needs?  - Uttar Pradesh  

 # What is the name of the new virus that has appeared in 
China amid COVID-19 outbreak recently?  
 - Hantavirus 

 # Which IIT has launched ‘Project Isaac’ to engage 
students in creative projects during the COVID-19 
lockdown?  - IIT Gandhinagar
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FINANCIAL AWARENESS

 # How much fund was announced by the world’s largest 
streaming media service, Netflix Inc (NFLX.O) the 
formation of fund for film and TV workers?   
 - $100 million 

 # India has ranked 120th in Economic Freedom Index 
2020, which country has topped?   
 - Singapore 

 # Reliance Industries Limited has set up India’s first 
COVID-19 dedicated hospital in which city?   
 - Mumbai 

 # Recently which bank has launched an additional 
liquidity facility “Covid-19 Emergency Credit Line”?  
 - State Bank of India 

 # Recently Karur Vysya Bank has launched India’s 1st 
pre-paid card Enkasu (My cash in Tamil), who is the 
Chairman of Karur Vysya Bank?    
 - Mr.N.S.Srinath 

 # Recently Sumant Kathpalia has taken charge as CEO 
& MD of which bank?  - IndusInd Bank 

 # Moody's Investors Service has slashed its estimate of 
India's GDP growth during 2020 is   
 - 2.5 percent 

 # Recently Reserve Bank of India has changed its policy 
rate, what is the Current Repo Rate?   
 - 4.40 percent

 # Recently whichDeputy Governor was re-appointed for 
1 Year?  - BP Kanungo 

 # Recently how much amount was announced by Asian 
Development Bank to invest in National Investment 
and Infrastructure Fund?  - 100 million USD 

 # Recently which bank has rolled out the banking 
services on whatsapp?  - ICICI Bank 

 # What is the India’s GDP Growth has been slashed by 
Fitch for FY21?  - 4.6 percent 

 # Recently the Public Sector banks have announced a 
moratorium of how many months for loan payments?  
 - 3 Months 

 # Fitch Ratings has cut its GDP growth forecast for India 
for FY 2021-  - 2 percent 

 # Recently who has been appointed as the new chairman 
of the National Association of Software and Services 
Companies (NASSCOM) for the year 202021?  
 - UB Pravin Rao 

 # Recently which Payment Bank has partnered with 
Bharati AXA General Insurance to launch a COVID-19 
insurance policy?  - Airtel Payments Bank 

Telecom industry's biggest annual gathering, Mobile World Congress (MWC), will be held 
in Barcelona until 2024.

 # Recently which country has confirmed as first co-
chair to India led Coalition for Disaster Resilient 
Infrastructure?  - UK 

 # Recently which Indian celebrity has worked jointly with 
the World Health Organisation to spread awareness over 
COVID-19?  - Priyanka Chopra 

 # What is the name biennial exercise of US Marines 
and UAE Emirati forces which was conducted at Abu 
Dhabi recently?  - Native Fury 

 # Recently Global Humanitarian Response Plan was 
launched by which organisation to fight against 
COVID-19?  - United Nations 

 # Recently which country has become the 30th member 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)?  
 - North Macedonia

 # Recently which organization has announced that 
the world has clearly entered a recession due to the 
coronavirus pandemic?  - IMF 

 # Princess Maria Teresa has become the first royal to 
pass away due to COVID-19, she was related to which 
Nation?  - Spain 

 # Recently how much amount was granted by ADB 
to Aavas Financiers to Improve Women’s Access to 
Housing in India?  - $60 Million 

 # Nobel Prize-winner Philip Warren Anderson has 
passed away recently, he received the Noble Prize in 
which field??  - Physics 

 # What is the name of NATO chief, who has announced 
the appointment of a group of experts on 31 March 
2020?  - Jens Stoltenberg 

 # Recently who was appointed as the PokerStars India 
brand ambassador?  - Mahendra Singh Dhoni 

 # Recently which Bank has listed green bonds of $100 
million on BSE’s India International Exchange?   
 - State Bank of India

 # Recently the Asian Development Bank has released 
its annual economic publication “Asian Development 
Outlook 2020”, who is the President of Asian 
Development Bank?  - Masatsugu Asakawa 

 # Three times Grammy award winner Bill Withers has 
passed away recently, Grammy award is given in 
which field?  - Music 

 # What is the name of World-renowned virologist, who 
has become the first Indian-origin South African to 
have died after contracting the novel coronavirus?  
 - Gita Ramjee

INTERNATIONAL
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SPORTS

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

 # Every year World Water Day is celebrated on March 
22, what is the theme of World Water Day 2020?   
 - Water and Climate  
  Change 

 # Every year World Meteorological Day is celebrated by 
World Meteorological Organization on   
 - 23rd March 

 # Theme of World Tuberculosis Day 2020 is It’s Time, it 
is celebrated every year on - 24th March 

 # Theme of’ International Day of Remembrance of the 
Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade’ 
2020, is “Confronting Slavery’s Legacy of Racism 
Together”, it is celebrated every year on which date?  
 - 25th March 

 # Every year World Theatre Day is celebrated by the 
International Theatre Institute on   
 - 27th March 

 # Recently the book titled “The Death of Jesus” was 
released, who is the author of this book?   
 - J M Coetzee 

 # The theme of World Autism Awareness Day ‘2020’ is 
the Transition of Adulthood, is it celebrated every year 
on which date?  - 2nd April 

 # International Day for Mine Awareness is celebrated 
every year on  - 4th April

 # The theme of World Hemophilia Day 2020 is Get + 
Involved, it is observed every year on which date?  
 - 17th April 

 # ‘World Heritage Day’ is celebrated every year on 
which date?  - 18th April

 # All-rounder Andrew Ellis has announced his 
retirement from all forms of cricket, he related to 
which country?  - New Zealand 

 # P K Banerjee has passed away recently, he was what?  
 - Footballer 

 # Which of Indian footballer has chosen for FIFA campaign 
against Covid-19?  - Sunil Chhetri 

 # Footballer Abdulkadir Mohamed Farah died due to 
Coronavirus, he was related to which country?   
 - Somalia 

 # The integrity unit of the global athletics body has 
suspended which Indian shot putter for four years 
for failing an out-of-competition dope test in 2018 
recently?  - Navin Chikara  

 # Recently who was appointed as the Secretary General 
of Football Federation of Iran?    
 - Mohammad Nabi 

 # Tony Lewis, one of the men behind the Duckworth-
Lewis-Stern method has passed away recently, this 
method was approved by the ICC in which year?  
 - 1999

 # Former Test spinner Stephen O'Keefe has retired from 
first class cricket after being omitted from New South 
Wales' list, he is related to which country?   
 - Australia

Uttar Pradesh has become the first state in the country to start pool testing of corona virus 
samples.

 # Recently in which city the fourth Conference of 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana was held?  
 - Udaipur

 # Atal Kisan - Majdoor canteens will be opened in which 
state? - Haryana

 # Who has launched "Suposhit Maa Abhiyan" which 
aims to provide nutritional support to pregnant women 
and adolescent girls? - Om Borla

 # Microsoft announced a partnership with which bank 
to train differently-abled people to find jobs in the 
banking, financial services and insurance sector?  
 - State Bank of India

 # Recently SIDBI has offered how much amount as 
emergency working capital to the Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises manufacturing essential items?  
 - Rs 1 Crore 

 # Recently who has been appointed as Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer of Bharti AXA 
Life Insurance?  - Parag Raja 

 # Student Health Card scheme for school children has 
been launched in which UT recently?   
 - Jammu & Kashmir

 # Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Urban 
Livelihoods Mission has signed MoU with which 
e-commerce company to e-market products made by 
self-help groups in India? - Amazon

 # Recently ‘Jagananna Vasthi Deevena’ scheme has been 
launched by which state? - Andhra Pradesh

 # Recently which state government has introduced two 
schemes- CMAST and CMAT- to benefit the sportspersons 
and artists in the state? - Manipur

 # Recently which state has found a new species of Lizard - 
Urban Bent-Toed Gecko? - Guwahati, Assam

 #  Which mobile app was launched Government of India for 
Doorstep Diesel Delivery? - Fuel Humsafar
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ABBREViATiONS iMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

ECONOMiC GLOSSARY BOOKS & AUTHORS

01

03

05

02

04

Human Development Index

The Human Development Index (HDI) is a 
statistic composite index of life expectancy, 
education, and per capita income indicators, 
which are used to rank countries into four 
tiers of human development. A country scores 
a higher HDI when the lifespan is higher, 
the education level is higher, and the gross 
national income GNI (PPP) per capita 
is higher. It was developed by Pakistani 
economist Mahbub ul Haq and Indian 
economist Amartya Sen and was further used 
to measure a country's development by the 
United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP)'s Human Development Report Office.

The 2010 Human Development Report 
introduced an Inequality-adjusted Human 
Development Index (IHDI). The index does 
not take into account several factors, such 
as the net wealth per capita or the relative 
quality of goods in a country. This situation 
tends to lower the ranking for some of the 
most advanced countries, such as the G7 
members and others.

The Human Development Index has been 
criticized on a number of grounds, including 
alleged lack of consideration of technological 
development or contributions to the human 
civilization, focusing exclusively on national 
performance and ranking, lack of attention 
to development from a global perspective, 
measurement error of the underlying statistics, 
and on the UNDP's changes in formula which 
can lead to severe misclassification in the 
categorisation of "low", "medium", "high" or 
"very high" human development countries.

July 1 Doctor's Day

July 6 World Zoonoses Day

July 11 World Population Day

July 18 International Nelson Mandela Day

July 26 Kargil Vijay Diwas 

July 28 World Hepatitis Day

July 29 International Tiger Day

RAW : Research and Analysis Wing
CCKW : Convection-Coupled Kelvin Wave 
UNIDO : United Nations Industrial Development 

Organization
ARDS : Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome 
ARI : Acute Respiratory Infection
PPE : Personal Protective Equipment 
SAANS : Social Awareness and Action to Neutralise 

Pneumonia Successfully

AFTERLIFE

THE BOOk OF LONGINGS

REDHEAD BY THE SIDE OF 
THE ROAD

HIDDEN VALLEY ROAD

LITTLE SECRETS

:- Julia Alvarez

:- Jennifer Hillier

:- Robert Kolker

:-  Anne Tyler

:- Sue Monk Kidd

Ajay Mahajan has been appointed as Managing Director & Chief Executive of credit rating 
agency “CARE Ratings”.
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serving in his second term. Prior to serving in Congress, 
Mr Khanna taught economics at Stanford University, law 
at Santa Clara University, and American Jurisprudence at 
San Francisco State University. He has also 
worked as a lawyer. 
Khanna will continue to fight to get working 
class Americans the relief they need to 
make it to the other side of COVID-19.

Amit Khare

Amit Khare, a 1985-batch 
IAS officer of the Jharkhand 

cadre, assumed charge as 
Secretary in the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting 
for a second time. In view of the 
serious challenges being faced by 
the news media, be it print or TV, 
as also the advertising and film 
industry in face of the coronavirus 
crisis, the charge of I&B has been 
entrusted to Amit Khare, who retains charge as higher 
education secretary in the HRD ministry. Khare, who was 
appointed Secretary in the Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting for the first time in May 2018, was replaced 
by Ravi Mittal in December last year. Khare, who has been 
an old hand in the I&B Ministry, comes in at a time the 
media industry's finances have been hit hard due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Khare has earlier headed the I&B ministry 
and is well versed with the issues involved. 
His earlier charge as secretary, schools, 
has been given to Anita Karwal, who was 
CBSE chairperson. Karwal is a 1988-batch 
Gujarat cadre officer.

Arvind Kumar Sharma

Arvind Kumar Sharma (IAS) 
assumed charge as Secretary, 

Ministry of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises. Starting the 
work on war footing, he held an 
important meetings with senior 
officers to review the work of the 
Ministry and discussed pressing 
issues especially in the light of the 
impact of COVID -19 pandemic. 
Shri Sharma has emphasized 
that MSME sector is very crucial for the society and the 
economy. Laying out his priorities, he has emphasized 
that after we have dealt with the urgent situation, we 

Vineet Arora

Digital payments major 
Paytm on 15 April 2020 

said it has named Vineet Arora 
as the managing director and 
chief executive officer of Paytm 
General Insurance Ltd. The 
appointment, which is subject to 
regulatory approvals, is a step 
for Paytm to further its journey 
into the insurance sector with 
an immediate focus on General 
Insurance, the company said in a statement. Arora will 
lead the efforts to provide industry-leading solutions in 
the general insurance space, where Paytm continues to 
explore options to enter the sector, it added. "The financial 
service solutions that Paytm is building for millions in 
India are relevant globally as well. With Paytm leading 
the way I believe just like payments, the general insurance 
industry would also go through a major transformation 
going forward," Arora said. Previously, Arora served as the 
managing director and chief executive officer of Aegon Life 
Insurance Company and was part of the India Leadership 
team. Before that, he was senior general 
manager and head Product, Distribution, 
Marketing and Wealth Management at 
ICICI Securities Ltd where he built a 
profitable distribution business across 
various delivery channels.

Ro Khanna

Indian-American Democratic 
Congressman Ro Khanna has 

been appointed to the White 
House coronavirus advisory 
council to combat the disease in 
the U.S., which has seen a record 
number of deaths in previous 
days.
Khanna, 43, is the only Indian-
American lawmaker to be named 
to the White House’s Opening 
Up America Again Congressional Group which comprises 
Congressmen from both the Republican and the Democratic 
parties.
Mr Khanna said that as a member of the Council, he will 
continue to fight to get working class Americans the relief 
they need to make it to the other side of COVID-19.
Mr Khanna, represents California's 17th Congressional 
District, located in the heart of Silicon Valley, and is 

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has launched YSR Nirman and 
COVID-19 portals to fight against Coronavirus epidemic.
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Krishnan Ramachandran

Max Bupa Health Insurance 
said it has appointed 

Krishnan Ramachandran as its 
new managing director (MD) and 
chief executive officer (CEO).
He succeeds Ashish Mehrotra, 
who has decided to pursue another 
opportunity after a successful 
stint of almost five years.
An industry veteran, Krishnan 
brings with him over 23 years 
of extensive experience across Health insurance, 
Healthcare & Life Sciences industry. He has played a 
key role in shaping the evolution of the health insurance 
industry in India, through leadership roles in the CII 
Policy & Standards Committee, on Health Insurance. 
Krishnan last served as the CEO of Apollo Munich 
Health Insurance.
Commenting on his new role, Mr. Krishnan Ramachandran 
said, “Health Insurance continues to be the fastest-growing 
segment in the non-life insurance industry and is set 
for quantum growth. I look forward to 
working with all the stakeholders, towards 
delivering on Max Bupa’s vision to become 
the most trusted health insurance company 
and enable people to lead healthier and 
more successful lives.”

Manoj Jain

Manoj Jain, chairman and 
managing director of 

national gas major GAIL, has 
been appointed as chairman of the 
city gas distributor Mahanagar 
Gas Ltd as well.
MGL, promoted by GAIL, 
supplies piped natural gas 
to households and auto and 
industrial gas in Mumbai and its 
suburbs.
Jain, a mechanical engineer and an MBA, has experience of 
over 34 years with GAIL in various fields such as business 
development, projects, O&M, petrochemicals, pipeline 
integrity management and marketing.
As the CMD of GAIL, he is also the chairman of its 
subsidiaries such as GAIL Global USA Inc., GAIL Global 
USA LNG, GAIL Gas, Brahmaputra Cracker & Polymer 
and Konkan LNG.

NASA announced that a SpaceX rocket will send two American astronauts to the International 
Space Station on May 27.

need to work on creating Global Champion companies 
from MSMEs on 1 May 2020. Prior to this appointment, 
Shri Sharma was serving as Additional Secretary, Prime 
Minister's Office (PMO). He is 1988 batch IAS officer of 
Gujarat cadre.
Sharma has also worked in the Government of Gujarat 
at various positions including field and policy level and 
has extensive experience of handling the 
portfolios of regulatory and developmental 
administration, disaster management, 
Corporate Management, industrial/
investment promotion and infrastructure 
development.

Deepak Nayyar

Noted Indian economist and 
academician Deepak Nayyar 

has been appointed as chairman 
of the Board of Trustees for the 
Institute of Development Studies 
(IDS) based at the University of 
Sussex in the UK.
Nayyar, an Emeritus Professor at 
the Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
is the first person from outside the 
UK to be appointed as Chairman 
of the IDS Board. He is also an independent director on the 
Press Trust of India (PTI) Board of Directors.
IDS is a global research and learning organisation for 
equitable and sustainable change, ranked first in the 
world for development studies by the QS University 
Rankings and best international development policy 
think tank.
He has also served as chairman of the Board of Governors 
of the World Institute for Development Economics 
Research, UNU-WIDER, Helsinki, and as director on 
the Board of the Social Science Research Council in the 
United States.
Nayyar was vice president of the International Association 
of Universities, Paris and chairman of the Advisory Council 
for the Department of International Development, Queen 
Elizabeth House, University of Oxford.
He has been appointed as the chairman of the IDS Board 
for a term of four years, starting August 1, renewable for 
a further term of four years.
He has been the president of the Indian 
Economic Association and is on the 
editorial board of several professional 
journals.
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of teachers in schools, reduction of drop-out rate in 
schools, open defecation free status, implementation of 
Mid-day Meal scheme and drinking water facilities. 
Panchayat Dhangri of the same district has been awarded 
with Nanaji Deshmukh Gaurav Gram Sabha Puraskar for 
outstanding performance in improving the soci-economic 
fabric of the panchayat. Similarly, Panchayat Zaloora B of 
District Baramulla has been adjudged as best performing 
GP for the Gram Panchayat Development 
Plans awards for preparing holistic and 
comprehensive development plan for the 
panchayat. Appreciating the tireless efforts, 
dedication and good work carried out by the 
awardee Panchayats, Secretary, Rural 

'Order of Rising Sun'

A doctor from Manipur 
has been conferred 

the 'Order of Rising Sun' 
by the Japan government 
for promoting a better 
understanding of Japan 
in India and deepening 
ties between the two 
countries, a release said.
The 'Order of the Rising Sun' is conferred on persons 
with achievements in international relations, promotion of 

National Panchyat Awards- 2020

On the occasion 
of National 

Panchayati Raj Day 
on 24th of April 2020, 
Jammu and Kashmir 
UT has bagged three 
national awards under 
separate categories for 
outstanding contribution 
by its Panchayati Raj Institutions towards socio-economic 
development of Gram Panchayats, adopting child-friendly 
practices and preparing Gram Panchayat Development 
Plans at panchayat level. AIR Correspondent reports that 
the awards were given under three different categories 
-Nanaji Deshmukh Rashtriya Gaurav Gram Sabha Puraskar 
(NDRGGSP), Gram Panchayat Development Plans 
(GPDP) Award, Child-friendly Gram Panchayat Award by 
Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Govt of India to recognise the 
efforts and work done by best performing panchayats all 
over the country. 
The awards are aimed at to strengthen the institution of 
Gram Sabhas highlighting it as an institution of decision 
making. Panchayat, Jamola Lower of District Rajouri has 
been awarded child-friendly Gram Panchayat Award 2020 
for adopting best practices in terms of ensuring timely 
vaccination of children, optimum enrolment, attendance 

in the field of health, each one 
designated by a Member State 
elected to do so by the World 
Health Assembly. Member states 
are elected for three years terms.
The Board meets at least twice 
a year; the main meeting is 
normally in January, with a 
second shorter meeting in May, 
immediately after the Health 
Assembly. The main functions of 
the Executive Board are to give effect to the decisions and
Policies of the Health Assembly, to advise it and generally 
to facilitate its work, according to WHO.
The proposal to appoint India’s nominee to the executive 
board was signed by the 194-nation World Health Assembly 
on 20 May 2020. Last year, the WHO’s 
South-East Asia group had unanimously 
decided that India would be elected to 
the executive board for a three-year-term 
beginning May. 

Indian-American Democratic Congressman Ro Khanna has been appointed to the White House 
coronavirus advisory council.

Jain spearheaded installation and commissioning of the 
$1.4 billion grassroots petrochemical complex, as chief 
operating officer of Brahmaputra Cracker.
MGL is the sole authorised distributor of compressed 
natural gas and piped natural gas in Mumbai, Thane, Navi 
Mumbai and its adjoining areas and is expanding further to 
Raigad district.
For catering to its consumer base, MGL 
has laid down a network of about 5,630 km 
of steel and medium density polyethylene 
pipeline network.

Harsh Vardhan

Union health minister Harsh Vardhan has been elected 
as the chairman of the World Health Organisation’s 

(WHO) Executive Board. He took over the charge on May 
22, succeeding Dr Hiroki Nakatani of Japan, currently the 
Chairman of the 34-member WHO Executive Board.
The WHO is a specialized agency of the United Nations 
responsible for international public health. It’s executive 
board is composed of 34 individuals technically qualified 

AWARDS
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Japanese culture, environmental preservation, welfare or 
achievements in their fields. It was constituted by Japanese 
Emperor Meiji in 1875. Thangjam Dhabali Singh, an 
allopathic doctor by profession and founder of the Manipur 
Tourism Forum (MTF), was conferred the 'Order of Rising 
Sun - Gold and Silver Rays' by the Japan government, the 
release issued by the forum said. Singh had organised the 
70th anniversary of the Battle of Imphal of the Second 
World War. Several Japanese citizens, including officials 
from the Embassy of Japan in India, had participated in the 
event, it said.
"With support from the Sasakawa Peace Foundation and the 
Nippon Foundation of Japan, the Imphal Peace Foundation 
was launched on June 22 last year. The MTF played an 
important role in giving shape to it during 
Thangjam Dhabali Singh's tenure as president 
of the forum," the release said. The Embassy 
of Japan in India has paid tributes to Singh's 
long years of service in consolidating Japan-
India relationship, it added.

2020 Young Career Award

Professor Saurabh 
Lodha from 

Electrical Engineering, 
IIT Bombay, has received 
the Young Career Award 
in Nano Science and 
Technology for the year 
2020 instituted by the 
Department of Science 
and Technology (DST), Government of India. This award 
recognises his pioneering contributions in the development 
of logic transistor technologies beyond silicon and nano-
electronic devices based on two-dimensional Van der 
Waals materials, a statement from the Ministry of Science 
and Technology said.
He has worked closely with Applied Materials Inc., one of 
world's largest semiconductor equipment manufacturers, 
for the last eight years on technological challenges plaguing 
beyond-silicon transistors- the workhorse device that fuels 
over 90% of all electronics. Prof Lodha's work has not only 
been presented at top device conferences across the globe 
but has also been incorporated in semiconductor equipment 
for advanced transistor technologies. 
Prof. Lodha, an alumnus of IIT Bombay and Purdue 
University, USA, plans to leverage the 
capabilities and expertise in his group for 
developing power electronic transistors 
based on wide bandgap semiconductors 
such as silicon carbide and gallium oxide.

Nikkei Asia Prize

A faculty member at 
IIT Madras Prof. T. 

Pradeep has been chosen 
for the Nikkei Asia Prize 
2020 in 'Science and 
Technology' category. He 
has been accorded this 
honour in recognition of 
his pioneering work in 
nanotechnology-based water purification. More than one 
crore Indians have benefitted from the research undertaken 
by the team led by Prof T. Pradeep, Institute Professor and 
Deepak Parekh Institute Chair Professor at the Department 
of Chemistry, IIT Madras. The Nikkei Asia Prizes are 
conferred on individuals who have contributed to the 
region's sustainable development and to the creation of a 
better future in Asia. They are awarded annually in three 
areas - Economic and Business Innovation, Science and 
Technology and Culture and Community.
Prof T. Pradeep was also honored with the Padma 
Shri earlier this year and is credited with developing 
nanotechnology-enabled water filters. They have helped to 
deliver clean water for at a cost of just 2 
paisa per litre in India. Nikkei Asia Prizes 
has entered its 25th edition, and includes a 
prize money of 3 million Yen. The award 
ceremony is scheduled to be held in Tokyo 
later this year.

Startup India-Animal Husbandry 
Grand Challenge Awards

The government 
gave awards to 

12 startups for finding 
innovative solutions 
to address problems 
faced by the animal 
husbandry and dairy 
sector, a statement said. 
Minister for Fisheries, 
Animal Husbandry and Dairying Giriraj Singh announced 
the winners of 'Startup India-Animal Husbandry Grand 
Challenge' The ministry in partnership with Startup India 
had launched the 'Animal Husbandry Startup Grand 
Challenge' to scout for innovative and commercially viable 
solutions to address the problems faced by the animal 
husbandry and dairy sector. The challenge was launched 
by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi in September last 
year at a national animal disease control programme in 
Mathura. As many as 157 applications were received in this 

India's third-largest two-wheeler manufacturer TVS Motor Company has acquired 
122-year-old British brand Norton Motorcycles for `153 crore.
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the North Korean leader 
for his role in preserving 
the memory of Soviet 
soldiers who died on 
North Korean territory, 
the statement said.
Russia’s ambassador in 
North Korea, Alexander 
Matsegora, presented 
the award to the country’s Foreign Minister Ri Son-gwon. 
Kim, who was rumored earlier last month to have fallen 
ill, didn’t attend the ceremony. Photos of the meeting in 
Pyongyang showed Russian and North Korean officials 
wearing face masks despite the fact that North Korea so far 
has not reported a single case of the new coronavirus. Last 
year Russia invited Kim to visit Moscow on May 9 and 
attend the military parade marking the 75th anniversary of 
the victory. Putin announced the decision 
to postpone the parade indefinitely because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. In 2015, the 
North Korean leader rejected a similar 
invitation to the 70th anniversary, citing 
domestic affairs.

VMware 2020 Regional Partner 
of the Year Award

Anunta announced 
that it has received 

the Regional Partner 
of the Year Award for 
the Services Excellence 
category. Anunta was 
recognized by VMware 
for its demonstrable 
achievements using their 
skills and services capabilities, including consulting, managed 
and subscription services, to help customers maximize the 
value received from their VMware investments.
The VMware Partner of the Year Awards include the 
following: Partner Value, Partner Social Impact, Services 
Excellence, Digital Transformation, Cloud Platform 
Transformation, Partner Trailblazer, and the Global Partner 
for Technology Innovation Award. The program was 
conducted in partnership with IDC, who helped review 
and evaluate award submissions against the criteria for 
each category. Partners were recognized for delivering 
growth for their customers’ businesses and 
driving ROI, innovating and demonstrating 
expertise in a particular technology area, 
or making a positive impact on the world 
through VMware technologies.

competition. "The 12 startups...will be given cash grants 
worth Rs 1,02,00,000," the statement said.
Under value-added products category, the winner was 
Krushak Mitra Agro Services Pvt Ltd, Mumbai, while 
Studio Carbon, Ahmedabad, was the runner-up. In the 
category of eliminating milk adulteration, White Gold 
Technologies LLP, Mumbai & Micro Life Innovations, 
Chennai were selected. For breed improvement, Adis 
Technologies, Belagavi, Karnataka and 
CisGEN Biotech Discoveries Pvt Ltd, 
Chennai were awarded. Under animal 
nutrition, Krimanshi Technologies Pvt Ltd, 
Jodhpur and Cornext Agri Products Pvt 
Ltd, Hyderabad were selected.

2020 Pulitzer Prize

Three Indian 
photojournalists from 

Jammu and Kashmir 
have won the 2020 
Pulitzer Prize in feature 
photography for their 
work in capturing the 
shutdown in the Union 
territory following the 
abrogation of special provisions under Article 370 last year.
The story of India's crackdown on Kashmir last August 
was difficult to show to the world. The unprecedented 
lockdown included a sweeping curfew and shutdowns of 
phone and internet service. However, Associated Press 
(AP) photographers Dar Yasin, Mukhtar Khan and Channi 
Anand found ways to let outsiders see what was happening. 
Now, their work has been honored with the 2020 Pulitzer 
Prize in feature photography. Snaking around roadblocks, 
sometimes taking cover in strangers' homes and hiding 
cameras in vegetable bags, the three photographers 
captured images of protests, police and paramilitary action 
and daily life — and then headed to an airport to persuade 
travelers to carry the photo files out with them and get them 
to the AP's office in New Delhi.
The honor for the photographers is the AP's 
54th Pulitzer Prize. The news cooperative 
last won a Pulitzer last year for stories, 
photos and video on the conflict in Yemen 
and the ensuing humanitarian crisis.

Commemorative World War II medal

Russian President Vladimir Putin has awarded Kim Jong 
Un a commemorative war medal marking the 75th 

anniversary of the victory over Nazi Germany, the Russian 
embassy in Pyongyang said. The medal was awarded to 

Graeme Smith appointed South Africa's director of cricket till March 2022.
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Irrfan Khan

The national award-winning 
Bollywood actor Irrfan 

Khan passed away at 53 in 
Mumbai. He was suffering from 
a neuroendocrine tumor. Khan 
had given some memorable 
performances, including the 
ones in "Saat Khoon Maaf", 
"Maqbool", and “The Lunchbox". 
Irrfan won the best actor National 
Award for his performance in 
2012's biographical drama 'Paan Singh Tomar'. Sahabzade 
Irfan Ali Khan known professionally as Irrfan Khan was an 
Indian actor who worked in Hindi cinema as well as British 
and American films. 
Irrfan, who was awarded the Padma Shri in 2011, was 
active in TV, films, and theatre work for close to 25 years. 
He started his acting career in films with Mira Nair’s widely 
praised film Salaam Bombay as a letter writer for hire. But 
it was just the beginning of the supernova of talent. In the 
90s, Irrfan appeared in films such as Ek Doctor Ki Maut 
and Bada Din, but his moment in the limelight came with 
Indo-British production the Warrior. 
As a result, films such as A Mighty Heart, Life in A 
Metro, The Namesake, The Darjeeling Limited, Mumbai 
Meri Jaan, Slumdog Millionaire, and Saat Khoon Maaf 
happened, and he found a separate fan base. With multiple-
award-winning Paan Singh Tomar, he broke new grounds 
and looked ready for ultimate challenges.
In recent years, he featured in acclaimed films like Hindi 
Medium and Qarib Single. He was last seen in Angrezi 
Medium, which is still running in cinema halls.  Khan's final 
film appearance was in Angrezi Medium, directed by Homi 
Adajania, which was released on 13 March 2020.

Troy Sneed

Grammy-nominated gospel 
singer Troy Sneed has died 

from complications with the 
coronavirus. He was 52. Sneed 
earned a Grammy nomination for 
his work on the Youth for Christ’s 
1999 album, "Higher". The 
singer traveled throughout the 
US early in his career to singing 
the gospel with the Georgia Mass 
Choir. He arranged music on their 

albums and appeared with the choir in the 1996 film "The 
Preacher’s Wife" starring Whitney Houston and Denzel 
Washington. He also served as a producer on Youth for 
Christ’s "The Struggle Is Over", which was at No. 1 on 
Billboard’s gospel songs chart in 2006.
As a solo artist, Sneed released seven albums and had 
several hit songs within the gospel realm including "Work 
it out" and "My heart says yes". He is also known for the 
upbeat "Hallelujah". A Grammy Award, or Grammy, is an 
award presented by The Recording Academy to recognize 
achievements in the music industry. The annual presentation 
ceremony features performances by prominent artists and 
the presentation of those awards. 
The first Grammy Awards ceremony was held on May 4, 
1959, to honor and respect the musical accomplishments 
by performers for the year 1958. Following the 2011 
ceremony, the Academy overhauled many Grammy Award 
categories for 2012. The 62nd Annual Grammy Awards 
were held on January 26, 2020, at the Staples Center in Los 
Angeles.

Rishi Kapoor

Rishi Kapoor was born as 
Rishi Raj Kapoor in Bombay 

(now Mumbai) on September 4, 
1952.  Rishi made his first screen 
appearance as a child artist in 
his father Raj Kapoor's film Shri 
420, where he appeared in the 
song Pyaar Hua Ekraar Hua. This 
was followed by "Mera Naam 
Joker". But it was in 1973, with 
the blockbuster Bobby, again 
directed by his father, that he made his debut as a romantic 
hero. He continued to be a favorite romantic hero for 
almost three decades. His notable films as a romantic hero 
are "Laila Majnu", "Rafoo Chakkar", "Karz", "Chandni", 
"Heena" and "Saagar".
Between 1973 and 2000, Kapoor starred as the romantic 
lead in 92 films. Some of his notable films during this 
period include Khel Mein (1975), Kabhi Kabhie (1976), 
Sargam (1979), Karz (1980), and Chandni (1989). Since 
the 2000s, he played character roles to critical acclaim in 
such films as Do Dooni Chaar (2010), Aurangzeb (2013), 
and Mulk (2018). For his performance in Do Dooni 
Chaar (2010), he won the Filmfare Critics Award for Best 
Actor, and for his role in Kapoor & Sons (2016), he won 
the Filmfare Award for Best Supporting Actor. He was 
honored with the Filmfare Lifetime Achievement Award 

The licence of the Mapusa Urban Co-operative Bank of Goa Ltd. has been cancelled by the 
Reserve Bank of India.

OBITUARY
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in 2008. His final film appearance was in "The Body" 
(2019).
He was, however, more proud of his second innings as an 
actor, which he found more satisfying. His notable films as 
a character artiste are "Do Dooni Chaar" with wife Neetu, 
"Agnipath" and "Kapoor & Sons".

Chuni Goswami

Distinguished former India 
football captain Subimal 

‘Chuni’ Goswami, who also 
played in first-class cricket 
tournaments for Bengal, passed 
away in Kolkata. He was 82.
Chuni Goswami was the most 
successful Indian football captain 
ever and under his captaincy, 
India won the gold medal in 1962 
Asian Games, finished runners-
up in 1964 Asian Cup, and narrowly lost to what was then 
Burma in Merdeka football six months later.
Goswami played 50 matches for India as a footballer from 
1956 to 1964. As a cricketer, he represented Bengal in 46 
first-class games between 1962 and 1973.
Subimal Goswami was an Indian professional footballer 
who played as a striker or winger, captained both the Mohun 
Bagan club and the Indian national team. Popularly known 
as Chuni Goswami, he scored nine goals in 30 international 
appearances.
Subimal Goswami was an Indian professional footballer 
who played as a striker or winger, captained both the Mohun 
Bagan club and the Indian national team. Popularly known 
as Chuni Goswami, he scored nine goals in 30 international 
appearances. He was an Olympian, represented India 
national team at the 1960 Summer Olympics. He also 
led the team to achieve the gold medal at the 1962 Asian 
Games and earn the runners-up position at the 1964 AFC 
Asian Cup.
He was also a first class cricketer, playing Ranji Trophy for 
Bengal. He captained his team to the final of the tournament 
in 1971-72.

K.S. Nissar Ahmed

Noted Kannada poet and Padma Shri awardee, K S 
Nissar Ahmed died at the age of 84.

Ahmed had become the household name through his 
Nityotsava poem "Jogada siri belakinalli." which went on 
to become a popular song. His works include Nityotsava, 
Sanje Aidara Male, Nenedavara Manadalli, Naanemba 

Parakeeya, Manasu Gandhi 
Bazaru, and Kurigalu Saar 
Kurigalu among others.
Born at Devanahalli in Bengaluru 
rural, he was a post- graduate 
in Geology and worked as a 
Geologist.
He also worked as lecturer of 
Geology at Central College in 
Bengaluru, also in Chitradurga 
and at Sahyadri College in Shivamogga.
He is a recipient of awards like Padma Shri, Rajyotsava, 
Pampa, Kannada Sahitaya Academy awards among several 
others.
He worked as a lecturer in Geology in Central College, 
Bangalore and then in Chitradurga. Later, he taught in the 
Sahyadri First Grade College in Shimoga for two terms 
during 1967–72 and 1975–78.
Nissar Ahmed belongs to the group of Kannada writers 
who excelled in Kannada literary work even though their 
mother tongues were not Kannada. These included D. 
R. Bendre, D. V. Gundappa, G. P. Rajarathnam, Masti 
Venkatesha Iyengar, N. Kasturi and also Nissar Ahmed.
He is best known for Nityotsava. The Nityotsava 
compilation was released in the year 1978. The Nityotsava 
song went on to become very famous and he eventually 
became a household name in Karnataka. A total of 13 
albums have been published. He was the chairperson of the 
Karnataka Sahitya Academy between 1984 and 1987.

Ravi Vallathol

Malayalam film and 
television actor Ravi 

Vallathol passed away at his 
house in Thiruvananthapuram in 
Kerala, at the age of 67. 
The son of theatre artist TN 
Gopinathan Nair and Soudamini, 
and nephew of poet Vallathol 
Narayana Menon, Ravi’s career 
spanned over 30 years. He acted 
in a number of popualr films 
such as Season, Kottayam Kunjachan, Godfather, Sargam, 
Naalu Penningal, and so on.
He made his debut in 1987, in the film Swathi Thirunal, 
directed by Lenin Rajendran, and went on to act in over 50 
ventures. Ravi made his television debut with Vaitharani, 
which was written by his father, and he also won the Kerala 
State Award for best actor in television series for his role 

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has rolled out new 
products to enable COVID-19 disinfection process.



18

THE PEOPLE OBiTUARY

MICA  JULY 2020

In 2020 he contracted COVID-19 and was placed on a 
ventilator in critical condition. He died on 2 May 2020 due 
to COVID-19.

Anisuzzaman

Padma Bhushan recipient 
and Bangladesh''s National 

Professor Anisuzzaman died. 
He was 83. Anisuzzaman 
an immense contribution to 
Bangla language and literature 
through his research and 
writings.
India had awarded him Padma 
Bhushan for his distinguished 
service in fields of Bangla 
literature and education. 
He was a member of the Planning Commission during 
the 1971 war and a member of the National Education 
Commission set up by the government after liberation.
Anisuzzaman was a Bangladeshi academic of Bengali 
literature. He was an activist who took part in the Language 
Movement (1952), participated in Mass Uprising (1969), 
and took part in the War of Liberation (1971). He was a 
member of the Planning Commission to the Government 
of Bangladesh during the Bangladesh liberation war and 
a member of the National Education Commission set up 
by the government after liberation. He was inducted as a 
National Professor by the Government of Bangladesh in 
2018.
Anisuzzaman was a member of the Planning Commission 
to the Government of Bangladesh during the Bangladesh 
liberation war and a member of the National Education 
Commission set up by the government after liberation. 
He was responsible for the Bengali language part of the 
Constitution of Bangladesh adopted on November 1972. 
He served as Chairman of the Trustee Board of the Nazrul 
Institute and has been the president of the Bangla Academy 
since 2011.

in the 2003 show American Dreams. Ravi Vallathol was an 
Indian actor, mainly noted for his acting in many famous 
serials. He acted in more than 100 TV series and more than 
50 Movies. A talented writer having written more than 25 
short stories, two of them, Devaranjini and Nimanjanam, 
were also developed in TV serials. He played some noted 
roles in famous Malayalam movies like Nee Varuvolam 
and Godfather.
He was awarded best actor in the Kerala State Television 
Awards for his performance in the TV series ‘American 
Dreams'. He was also awarded best actor in the Asianet 
Television Awards for his performance in the soap opera 
series Parijatham. 

Justice AK Tripathi

Justice (retired) Ajay Kumar 
Tripathi, Lokpal judicial 

member and former Chief Justice 
of the Chhattisgarh High Court, 
passed away at age of 62. Justice 
Tripathi was one of the four 
judicial members of the anti-
corruption ombudsman Lokpal. 
He was appointed as the Judicial 
Member of the Lokpal on March 
23 last year. 
Justice Tripathi also served as the Chief Justice of 
Chhattisgarh High Court, Additional Advocate General of 
Bihar and Additional Judge of the Patna High Court.
Justice Tripathi started practice in 1981 at Patna High 
Court on service matter, Constitutional, Taxation, Excise 
and commercial litigations. Tripathi was the Standing 
Counsel for the Union of India and the Income Tax 
Department. Justice Tripathi became the Chief Justice of 
the Chhattisgarh High Court on 7 July 2018. On 23 March 
2019 he was appointed as the Judicial Member of Lokpal.
Ajay Kumar Tripathi was an Indian judge and former 
Judicial Member of Lokpal starting 23 March 2019. He 
was also the Chief Justice of Chhattisgarh High Court.

The Delhi Government has launched ‘Assess Koro Na’ mobile application.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

DG, CSIR launches 
Compendium of  Indian 

Technologies for Combating 
COVID-19.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan launched 
the ‘AYUSH Sanjivani’ App 

and inter-disciplinary studies 
involving AYUSH  

interventions for COVID 19.

India made Corona armor, 
indigenous antibody 

detection kit 'Elisa' ready.

Government launches online data 
pool of critical human resource for 

combating and containing Covid-19      
23 Apr' 20

Un i o n 
Government 
has created 

an online data 
pool on https://
covidwarriors.gov.in 
of doctors including 
AYUSH doctors, 
nurses and other 
health care professionals, volunteers from NYKs, NCC 
NSS, PMGKVY, ex Servicemen etc. for use by the ground 
level administration at state, district or municipal levels. 
The information has been uploaded on a dashboard which 
is regularly updated. Informing about this very critical 
human resource for combating and containing Covid-19. 
A joint letter was sent by Arun Kumar Panda, Secretary 
MSME and Chairman Empowered Group-4 on human 
resources and Dr. C Chandramouli, Secretary DoPT to all 
Chief Secretaries. The communication says a Dashboard 
master database of details of Healthcare Professionals and 
Volunteers has been made operational. It contains state-
wise and district wise availability of the large pool of 
human resources from various groups along with contact 
details of the nodal officers.
The letter also calls for use of iGOT online training 
modules mounted on an especial digital platform-Integrated 
Government Online Training (iGOT) portal (https://igot.
gov.in) for training and capacity building of doctors, 
nurses, paramedics, hygiene workers, technicians, AYUSH 
doctors and staff, other frontline workers and volunteers. 
This platform provides anytime onsite delivery of training 
material/modules through any device (mobile/laptop/

Sri Lanka’s World Cup winning Australian coach Dav Whatmore was appointed Baroda’s 
Ranji team coach as well as Director of Cricket.

desktop). Already 44 modules which are part of 12 courses 
have been on-boarded with 105 videos and 29 documents, 
the communication says, adding that some of these courses 
include Basics of Covid, Infection Prevention and Control, 
use of PPE, Quarantine and Isolation, Management of 
COVID 19 cases(SARI, ADRS, Septic Shock), Laboratory 
Sample Collection and Testing, ICU Care and Ventilation 
Management. It further says that more such 
modules are being uploaded every day. The 
communication urge the State/District and 
Local bodies to train the identified resource 
through the portal on urgent basis.

Govt approves plan to convert FCI's 
surplus rice into ethanol      24 Apr' 20

The government 
a p p r o v e d 
that surplus 

rice available with 
Food Corporation 
of India (FCI) can 
be converted into 
ethanol in order to 
manufacture alcohol-
based hand sanitisers and also for blending with petrol.
"A meeting of NBCC was held under the Chairmanship 
of the Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas Dharmendra 
Pradhan, wherein it was approved that the surplus rice 
available with FCI may be converted to ethanol for 
utilization in making alcohol-based hand-sanitizers and in 
blending for Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) programme," 
the petroleum ministry said in a statement.
National Policy on Biofuels, 2018 envisages that during an 
agriculture crop year when there is projected over supply 
of food grains, the policy will allow conversion of these 
surplus quantities of food grains to ethanol, based on the 
approval of NBCC, it added.
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vehicles to pass catering for not only Army requirements 
but the future Infrastructure development requirements of 
Upper Subansiri district.  
Chief Minister of Arunachal Shri Pema Khandu 
inaugurated it over video conferencing and open for 
traffic movement.
Safe and early execution of the bridge 
represents the seamless coordination and 
cooperation between the BRO, MoD and 
Arunachal Government.

Dr Harsh Vardhan launches COVID 
INDIA SEVA to provide solutions to 

coronavrus queries      25 Apr' 20

The Health 
and Family 
W e l f a r e 

Minister Dr 
Harsh Vardhan 
has launched an 
interactive platform, 
COVID INDIA 
SEVA aimed at 
providing real time solutions to Covid-19 related queries. 
People can post their queries to the COVID INDIA 
SEVA twitter handle for getting swift replies from 
the team of trained experts. This initiative is aimed at 
enabling transparent e-governance delivery at large scales 
especially in crisis situations like the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.  
Dr. Vardhan said, through this platform, trained experts 
will be able to share authoritative public health information 
swiftly at scale, helping to build a direct channel for 
communication with citizens. Commenting on the launch 
of the social handle he said that Twitter has proved to be 
an essential service for both the government and citizens 
to interact and exchange information, especially in times 
of need.
The responses by the experts will be available for everyone 
and users will not be required to share any personal details 
or health records on this account. 
The statement stated as these responses are transparent 
and public, everyone can benefit from the responses 
received around common queries. It is important to note 
that the Ministry will respond to broader 
queries and public health information. 
This does not require the public to share 
personal contact details or health record 
details.

According to an official data, the government has a total 
of 58.49 million tonne of foodgrains in the FCI godowns.
Out of this, rice is 30.97 million tonnes and wheat 27.52 
million tonnes.
The foodgrains stock is much higher than the required 
norm of maintaining a reserve of about 21 million tonnes 
as on April 1.
Under the National Food Security Act (NFSA), the 
government is supplying 5 kg of foodgrains per month to 
over 80 crore people at a highly subsidised price of Rs 2-3 
per kg.
That apart, the Centre has decided to 
distribute 5 kg of foodgrains per person 
free of cost for the next three months to 
provide relief to poor people during the 
ongoing lockdown period.

BRO constructs bridge in record time on 
a key road connecting strategic areas in 

Arunachal Pradesh      24 Apr' 20

Even through 
there is 
n a t i o n w i d e 

lockdown Daporijo 
bridge over 
Subansiri river has 
been constructed 
by Border Roads 
Organisation (BRO), 
keeping in mind utmost precautions against COVID-19 
so as to connect this strategic Line of Communication in 
Arunachal Pradesh.
Bridge on Daporijo River is a strategic link towards 
the LAC between India and China. All supplies, 
rations, constructional material and medicines pass 
over this bridge. Old Bridge developed cracks which 
could lead to a major catastrophe like on 26 Jul 1992 
when a passenger bus fell off the bridge leaving no 
survivors. 
With the intervention of DGBR and CE Arunank 
expeditious sanctions were obtained from the MoD and 
Arunachal Government. The difficult and dangerous 
launch was completed in record time adhering to all 
COVID-19 precautions. 
Work had started for construction of the bridge on March 
17, 2020 by 23 BRTF. Finally after 27 days on April 14, 
2020 the bridge was jacked down successfully and safely 
on the supports. It has been successfully upgraded from 
class 24 tons to class 40 tons thereby allowing heavier 

Freedom fighter R V Bhuskute, who had participated in the Quit India Movement, died in 
Maharashtra's Raigadh district. He was 94.
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President Gives Nod for Promulgating 
Ordinance to Punish Those Attacking 

Healthcare Workers      27 Apr' 20

Pr e s i d e n t 
Ram Nath 
Kovind gave 

his assent for 
promulgating an 
ordinance making 
acts of violence 
against healthcare 
personnel fighting 
COVID-19 pandemic as cognizable and non-bailable 
offences.
The new law will also provides for expediting investigation, 
imprisoning those convicted to up to seven years, and 
imposing stringent penalties on vandalism and damage to 
property.
“The president has given his assent for promulgation of 
the ordinance,” the Health Ministry said in a statement, 
adding that commission or abetment of such acts of 
violence will be punishable with imprisonment for a term 
of three months to five years, and with fine of Rs 50,000 
to Rs 2,00,000.
In case of causing grievous hurt, imprisonment shall be for 
a term six months to seven years and with a 
fine of Rs 1,00,000 to Rs 5,00,000.
In addition, the offender will also be liable 
to pay compensation to the victim and 
twice the fair market value for damage of 
property, the ministry said.

Government declares banking 
industry as public utility service till 

October 21      28 Apr' 20

I n a bid to discourage strikes and protests in 
banks in the coming times, the government has 
decided to keep the banking industry as a public 

utility service for six months till October 21. The 
Department of Financial Services, in a circular dated 
April 20, said the labour and employment ministry 
through a notification has declared “banking industry 
as a public utility service” for six months with effect 
from April 21.
The decision has been taken under the provisions of the 
Industrial Disputes Act. Now that banking services are 
under this Act, it simply means that the banking sector 
would not see any strikes by employees or officers 

during the operation of the law starting from the date of 
implementation.
The labour ministry issued the notification on April 17 
against the backdrop of the coronavirus pandemic, which 
has significantly impacted economic activities.
The Department of Financial Services’ circular has been 
addressed to the RBI Governor, SBI Chairman, Managing 
Directors and CEOs of nationalised banks, and the CEO of 
Indian Banks’ Association (IBA).
There are over a dozen employees and officers unions in 
the banking sector. These unions enjoy a considerable say 
in wage negotiations, which the IBA deals with every three 
years.
All public sector banks, old generation private sector 
banks like HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Axis Bank and 
Federal Bank are members of IBA. Some of the oldest 
foreign banks – HSBC, StanChart and Citibank are also 
part of it. All of them come under wage settlements and 
other employee issues that are taken up by 
IBA.
New generation private sector lenders 
like Kotak Bank, IndusInd Bank and Yes 
Bank are outside the purview of IBA 
norms.

Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute develops 
magnetic nanoparticle-based RNA 

extraction kit for PCR and LAMP tests 
for COVID-19      28 Apr' 20

Chitra Magna, 
an innovative 
R N A 

extraction kit, has 
been developed 
by Sree Chitra 
Tirunal Institute for 
Medical Sciences 
and Technology 
(SCTIMST), an Institution of National Importance under 
the Department of Science and Technology, Govt. of India, 
as an innovative technology for isolating RNA from swabs 
for COVID 19 tests.
SARS-COV-2, the causative virus of COVID-19 pandemic, 
is an RNA virus-- a long single-stranded polymeric 
substance present in all living cells that carries the genetic 
information of the organism necessary for life. One of the 
critical steps in detecting this virus is by confirming the 
presence of the RNA of the virus in the sample taken from 
the throat or nose. The sample collected is transported 

Gene Deitch, whose film 'Munro' won the Academy Award for Best Animated Short Film in 
1961, has passed away at the age of 95.
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under specified conditions in a viral transport medium to 
the testing laboratory.
The protocol for the kit uses magnetic nanoparticles to 
capture and concentrate the RNA from the patient sample. 
This is of significant advantage because even if some viral 
RNA disintegrates during storage and transportation of the 
patient samples, all of it is captured by the magnetic bead-
based extraction technology. The magnetic nanoparticle 
beads bind to the viral RNA and, when exposed to a 
magnetic field, give a highly purified and concentrated level 
of RNA. As the yield of PCR or LAMP test is dependent on 
getting an adequate quantity of viral RNA, 
this innovation enhances the chances of 
identifying positive cases. The Institute has 
filed for a patent for this technology, which 
is simpler than in imported kits.

Eminent banker Suresh N. Patel takes 
oath as vigilance commissioner 

01 May' 20

Em i n e n t 
banker Suresh 
N Patel took 

oath as the Vigilance 
Commissioner in 
the anti-corruption 
watchdog CVC, 
officials said.
Patel, who is in 
Ahmedabad, was administered the oath of office by Central 
Vigilance Commissioner Sanjay Kothari through video 
conference.
Patel''s name to the post was recommended by a high-
powered committee headed by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in February this year.
He has over three decades of banking experience, and has 
also worked as the executive director in Oriental Bank of 
Commerce before taking over as the Managing Director 
and CEO of Andhra Bank in 2015.
He had been member of the management committee 
of Indian Banks'' Association, member of Bankers'' 
Institute of Rural Development at NABARD, president, 
state level Bankers'' Committee in Andhra Pradesh and 
also the president of the Bankers'' Institute of Rural and 
Entrepreneurship Development, according to a statement 
issued by the Personnel Ministry.
He is also a permanent invitee to the Board for Regulation 
and Supervision of Payment and Settlement Systems 
(BPSS) of the RBI, it said.

Patel, aged 62, was a member of the advisory board for 
banking and financial frauds of the Central Vigilance 
Commission. Patel resigned from the board after his 
selection as the vigilance commissioner.
He will have a tenure of over two years, till late December, 
2022, in the CVC.
The tenure of a vigilance commissioner is of four years or 
till the incumbent attains the age of 65 years.
The post of the vigilance commissioner was lying vacant 
since June last year after T M Bhasin completed his tenure.
With Patel''s appointment, the probity watchdog is in full 
strength.
The CVC can have a central vigilance 
commissioner and two vigilance 
commissioners.
Sharad Kumar is working as the other 
vigilance commissioner.

T S Tirumurti appointed India's 
Permanent Representative to the UN      

02 May' 20

Se a s o n e d 
diplomat T 
S Tirumurti, 

currently serving as 
Secretary in the the 
Ministry of External 
Affairs ministry, 
was appointed as 
India''s Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations.
A 1985-batch Indian Foreign Service officer, Tirumurti 
will succeed Syed Akbaruddin, a prominent face in Indian 
diplomacy who is credited with successfully presenting 
the country''s position at the global body on a range of key 
issues for last several years. Akbaruddin is due to retire 
shortly.
Tirumurti is serving as Secretary, Economic Relations at 
the ministry''s headquarters in Delhi.
Tirumurti has been appointed as the next Ambassador/
Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations at 
New York, the MEA said.
The government has also appointed senior diplomat 
Namrata S Kumar as India''s next ambassador to Slovenia, 
while Jaideep Mazumdar goes to Austria as the country''s 
next envoy.
Joint Secretary in the ministry Deepak Mittal was appointed 
as the Ambassador of India to Qatar.

Abba Kyari, chief of staff to Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari and an ardent 
supporter of state intervention in the economy, has died.
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Santosh Jha, currently India’s envoy to Uzbekistan, is 
tipped to be the new ambassador in Brussels, the people 
said.
Another senior diplomat, Piyush Srivastava, has been 
appointed as India''s next Ambassador to Bahrain.
The Covid-19 crisis and subsequent travel 
restrictions have delayed the movement of 
several Indian envoys to postings abroad. 
They are now expected to begin moving 
out when the nationwide lockdown is eased 
next month.

JNCASR Professor elected as 
International Honorary Member to 
the American Academy of Arts and 

Sciences      05 May' 20

Pr o f e s s o r 
S h o b h a n a 
N a r a s i m h a n 

from the Theoretical 
Sciences Unit (TSU) 
at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Centre for 
Advanced Scientific 
Research (JNCASR), 
an autonomous institute under the Department of Science 
& Technology, has been elected as an International 
Honorary Member to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences.
The American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
honours scholars and leaders who have distinguished 
themselves in the sciences, arts, humanities and public 
life. The list of previous International Honorary 
Members includes Charles Darwin, Albert Einstein 
and Nelson Mandela.
Prof. Narasimhan heads the Computational Nanoscience 
group at JNCASR. She has done significant work on 
the rational design of nanomaterials, examining how the 
lowering of dimensionality and reduction of size affect 
material properties. Her work is relevant for a number 
of different applications, such as nanocatalysts for clean 
energy applications, and magnetic materials for memory 
storage.
Her group predicted that the morphology and reactivity 
of gold nanoparticles deposited on oxide substrates can 
be tuned by doping the support with electron donors or 
acceptors.
Prof. Narasimhan has also been very active in the 
promotion of women in STEM in India and abroad. 

She was a member of the Working Group for Women in 
Physics of IUPAP. Since 2013, she has 
been co-organizing Career Development 
Workshops for Women in Physics at the 
Abdus Salam International Centre for 
Theoretical Physics (ICTP) in Trieste, 
Italy, and the ICTP-EAIFR in Kigali, 
Rawanda.

kisan Sabha App to Connect 
Farmers to Supply Chain and Freight 
Transportation Management System 

Launched by CSIR      06 May' 20

K isan Sabha 
A p p 
developed 

by CSIR-Central 
Road Research 
Institute (CSIR-
CRRI), New Delhi 
to connect farmers 
to supply chain 
and freight transportation management system was 
remotely launched, by DG, ICAR and Secretary 
DARE, Dr. TrilochanMohapatra. Dr. Mohapatra 
complimented CSIR on developing this portal as a 
one stop solution for farmers, transporters and other 
entities engaged in the agriculture Industry and 
offered that ICAR can work together with CSIR and 
use the Krishi Vigyan Kendra’s (KVK) networks for 
implementation.

Kisan Sabha aims to provide the most economical and 
timely logistics support to the farmers and increase their 
profit margins by minimizing interference of middlemen 
and directly connecting with the institutional buyers. It 
will also help in providing best market rates of crops by 
comparing nearest mandis, booking of freight vehicle 
at cheapest cost thereby giving maximum benefit to the 
farmers.

The portal connects the farmers, transporters, Service 
providers like pesticides, fertilizer, dealers, cold store and 
warehouse owner, mandi dealers, customers and other 
related entities for timely and effective solution.

It will act as a single stop for every entity related to 
agriculture, be they a farmer who needs 
better price for the crops or mandi dealer 
who wants to connect to more farmers or 
truckers who invariably go empty from the 
mandis.

Kerala's Pathanamthitta district has launched a vehicle called 'Tiranga' (Total India Remote 
Analysis Nirogya Abhiyaan) for rapid screening of COVID-19 symptoms.
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A team of Government Industrial Training Institute (ITI), Cuttack has developed a walk-in 
kiosk for the safe collection of samples.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan launches the ‘AYUSH 
Sanjivani’ App and inter-disciplinary 

studies involving AYUSH interventions 
for COVID 19      11 May' 20

Dr. Harsh 
V a r d h a n , 
U n i o n 

Health & Family 
Welfare Minister 
launched the 
‘AYUSH Sanjivani’ 
App  and two AYUSH 
based studies related 
to COVID-19 situation, in the presence of Shri Shripad 
Yesso Naik, MoS (I/c), AYUSH who participated through 
Video Conferencing from Goa.

Highlighting the importance of harnessing technology 
for COVID-19 response, the Union Health Minister 
said “The ‘AYUSH Sanjivani’ mobile app, which 
has been launched, will help to generate data on 
acceptance and usage of AYUSH advocacies and 
measures among the population and its impact in 
prevention of COVID 19. It is developed by Ministry 
of AYUSH and MEITY and shall reach out to a target 
of 50 lakh people.”

Dr Vardhan stated that COVID-19 management has 
provided a potent platform for alliance between 
MoH&FW, MoAYUSH and technology organisations 
such as CSIR, ICMR, and UGC to not only develop 
AYUSH interventions and solutions, but also help in 
promoting AYUSH knowledge for the larger good of the 
global community. 

These organisations are joining hands today and are being 
supported and guided by ICMR and DCGI in propagating 
the wholesomeness and holistic health benefits of the 
age-old traditional medicinal knowledge of Ayurveda, he 
added.

In addition to the App, Dr Vardhan also launched 
two more scientific studies. One is the collaborative 
clinical research study on Ayurveda interventions 
as prophylaxis and as an add-on to standard care 
to COVID 19, which shall be a joint initiative of 
Ministry of AYUSH, Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare (MoH&FW) and 
the Ministry of Science & Technology 
through Council of Scientific & 
Industrial Research (CSIR) with 
technical support of ICMR.

Def minister inaugurates strategic 
road connecting Indian posts on 
Indo-China border      12 May' 20

De f e n c e 
M i n i s t e r 
R a j n a t h 

Singh through 
video-conferencing 
inaugurated the 
strategically important 
Ghatiabagar-Lipulekh 
motor road that 
connects the last Indian post on the Indo-China border in 
Uttarakhand''s Vyas valley.

Singh flagged off a caravan of nine vehicles from 
Pithoragarh to Gunji to mark the opening of the 75.54-km 
road.

"After commissioning of the road, the Kailash-Mansarovar 
Yatra from Lipulekh pass has become more convenient 
for pilgrims who can now return to India in one day after 
having the sacred darshan," he said.

With the inauguration of the strategically vital road, over 
80-km of tough Himalayan terrain, between the Mangti 
camp near Tawaghat and Gunji in the Vyas valley, and the 
security posts on the Indian side of the border, have become 
accessible.

Union Road Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari had 
announced last year that the road will be completed by 
April 2020.

"While 51-km long portions, beyond Bundi, were 
constructed much earlier, followed by a 23-km long portion 
from Tawaghat to Lakhanpur, the most tough portion 
between Lakhanpur to Bundi posed challenges and took 
much time," BRO officer Goswami said.

The construction of the road began in 2008 and was 
scheduled to be completed in 2013, but it got delayed due 
to the tough terrain in the portion between Nazang to Bundi 
village.

"The 15-km long most challenging portion of the 
road from Nazang to Bundi was outsourced in 2015 
to a private company under technical 
guidance of BRO engineers, which 
completed the portion despite all odds 
before the set date by the minister last 
year," said the BRO officer. 



25

NEWS BITES NATiONAL

JULY 2020  MICA
Ferrari's Charles Leclerc claimed a second victory in the Formula One Esports Virtual 

Grand Prix championship.

Ram Janambhoomi Teertha kshetra 
put under section 80G; donations to 

trust exempted from income tax 
13 May' 20

The government 
decided to 
put Shri Ram 

Janambhoomi Teerth 
Kshetra Trust under 
section 80G of the 
Income-tax Act, and 
issued a notification 
in this regard. 
With this decision, donations made to the trust have been 
exempted under the said provisions of the income tax for the 
financial year 2020-21.
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has allowed tax 
exemption to donations under Section 80 G of the Income 
Tax Act to the trust on the grounds that the structure would 
be a “place of historic importance and a place of public 
worship”.
Notably, the tax break under Section 80G allows amounts 
donated to be deducted from the taxable income, but there 
are certain conditions and restrictions in claiming the tax 
break.
The Shri Ram Janambhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust has 
been created for the construction of the Ram temple in 
Ayodhya. The 15-member trust was constituted by the 
Modi government, after the Supreme Court's verdict on 
November 9 settled the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid 
case.
Earlier on April 8, the Trust also released its official logo 
on the occasion of Hanuman Jayanti in Ayodhya without 
any fanfare. The logo has a photograph of the sun with a 
photograph of Lord Ram encircled with the logo in Sanskrit 
language stating "Ramo vigrahavan 
dharmah" (Lord Rama is the embodiment 
of religion).
Lord Hanuman also finds a place in the 
logo which is in red, yellow and saffron.

National Institute of Virology develops 
1st indigenous antibody detection kit 

for covid-19      14 May' 20

The National Institute of Virology (NIV) at Pune has 
successfully developed the first indigenous antibody 
detection kit for covid-19 that will play a critical 

role in surveillance 
for coronavirus 
infection, Union 
Health Minister 
Harsh Vardhan said.
The Indian Council 
of Medical Research 
( ICMR)-Nat iona l 
Institute of Virology 
(NIV) at Pune has developed and validated the indigenous 
IgG ELISA test “COVID KAVACH ELISA" for antibody 
detection for COVID-19, an official statement said.
“The robust indigenous IgG ELISA test for antibody 
detection developed by ICMR-NIV, Pune will play a critical 
role in surveillance of proportion of population exposed to 
SARS-CoV-2 Coronavirus infection," Vardhan was quoted 
as in the statement.
The test kit has the advantage of testing 90 samples together 
in a single run of 2.5 hours, so that healthcare professionals 
can proceed quickly with necessary next steps, Vardhan 
said in a series of tweets.
The ELISA-based testing is easily possible even at district 
level, he said.
Developed in a month's time, the testing kit would help to 
study the presence of anti-SARS-CoV-2 IgG antibodies in 
the Indian population.
It is cost-effective, sensitive, rapid, and a large number of 
samples can be tested at any level of clinical setting, public 
health centers and hospitals.
After the development at the ICMR-NIV, 
Pune, the technology has been transferred 
for mass production to Zydus Cadila, which 
is an innovation driven global healthcare 
company, the statement said.

DRDO lab develops high-pressure, 
mist-based contactless sanitizer 

dispenser      15 May' 20

A Chandigarh-
b a s e d 
laboratory of 

Defence Research 
and Development 
Organisation has 
developed an 
automatic, high-
pressure- mist-based, 
contact-less sanitizer dispenser, said officials.
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The aim of this sanitizer dispenser is to make people avail 
hand sanitization facility without touching it, they said. 
The Terminal Ballistics Research Laboratory, an important 
DRDO facility in Chandigarh, has developed the touch-
free sanitizer dispenser to meet requirements of both the 
COVID-fighting doctors and general public at offices, 
factories, colleges and public places including homes, they 
said.
Against many other traditional devices, the TBRL’s 
dispenser is designed to deliver the sanitizer to the user’s 
palm on extending it below its nozzle, explained an official 
while demonstrating the working of the novel device 
before Chandigarh’s PGIMER doctors Pranay Gupta and 
R R Guru.
A Defence Ministry release said during 
the operation and testing, Dr Guru said 
the TBRL-developed touch-free dispenser 
generates high pressure droplets, which are 
able to enter skin pores and nails tips while 
ensuring no wastage of the sanitizer.

Food ministry extends deadline for 
seeding Aadhaar with ration cards till 

September      15 May' 20

The food 
m i n i s t r y 
said the 

deadline for seeding 
of Aadhaar with 
ration cards has 
been extended 
till September 
and stressed that 
all beneficiaries will continue to get their quota of 
foodgrains even if they do not possess the biometric 
identifier.
The ministry issued this clarification on reports that ration 
cards of those who do not provide Aadhar number will be 
cancelled.
"The timeline given to all states/UTs, under the Aadhaar 
notification of the Department of Food and Public 
Distribution dated February 7, 2017 (as amended from 
time-to-time) to complete the seeding of Aadhaar numbers 
with all ration cards/beneficiaries, has been extended up 
to September 30, 2020 by the department," an official 
statement said.
Until then, the ministry had issued clear instructions 
to all states and union territories (UTs) that no genuine 
beneficiary or household should be denied from entitled 

quota of food grains, it said. "Their 
names/ration cards should not be deleted/
cancelled only on the ground of not 
possessing an Aadhaar number," the 
ministry said.

J&k defines rules for domicile 
certificates      18 May' 20

The Jammu 
and Kashmir 

administration on 18 
May 2020 issued a 
notification defining 
the rules for issuing 
domicile certificates 
in the Union territory.

The ‘J&K Grant of Domicile Certificate (Procedure) 
Rules 2020’ will provide the basis for issuing domicile 
certificates to those who meet the conditions as stated 
in the Centre’s gazette notification that introduced the 
domicile clause through an amendment to the Jammu 
And Kashmir Civil Services (Decentralisation And 
Recruitment) Act, 2010.

This notification comes with a clause of an extraordinary 
penalty of Rs 50,000 that the “appellate authority shall 
recover from the salary of the competent authority” in 
case of delay in issuing the domicile certificate beyond the 
stipulated time of seven days.

If the application is processed within 15 days, the 
appellate authority — Deputy Commissioner, Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commissioner, Financial Commissioner 
Revenue or Secretary GAD — will direct the competent 
authority — tehsildars — to issue the certificate within 
seven days, failing which the penalty will come into 
force.

On March 31, the Centre had issued the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganisation (Adaptation of State Laws) 
Order 2020, under which it defined domicile as any 
person “who has resided for a period of 15 years in 
the UT of J&K or has studied for a 
period of seven years and appeared 
in class 10th/12th examination in an 
educational institution located in the 
UT of J&K”.

The government has launched online data pool of critical human resource for combating 
and containing Covid-19.
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realisation for farmers. The amendment 
will be largely towards de-regulating 
certain crops, like potatoes, cereals, and 
onions. No stock limit shall apply for 
food processing units, value-addition 
corporations, and exporters.

TikTok's Google Play Store rating 
drops as call for banning video-

sharing app gets louder      20 May' 20

TikTok is in 
trouble in 
India again. 

The short video-
sharing app which 
has over a 1.5 billion 
downloads and over 
800 million active 
users is facing a 
backlash because of a face-off between a TikTok star and 
an Youtube influencer. 

The apps ratings have dropped from 4.9 on the Google 
Play Store earlier this year to 1.3 stars and continues to 
fall at the moment. Also, TikTok Lite, a lighter version 
which works on lower-end smartphones has also seen 
a massive drop in ratings - now at 1.1 stars. India is 
currently the fastest-growing market for TikTok and 
has close to 200 million monthly active users. In 
response to the controversy, TikTok has stated that 
they have been working to keep their platform safe on 
a priority basis.

Users in India are giving the app a 1-star rating 
following a trend to #bantiktok on Twitter. On the 
Apple App Store it still has a respectable 4.8 rating at 
the moment.

The whole trend to ban TikTok started when a popular 
TikTok star with 14 million followers posted a short video 
in bad taste that seemingly promoted acid attacks on 
women. Users also called out the platform for seemingly 
promoting rape.

This follows from an earlier Youtube vs TikTok battle 
where Youtube influencer CarryMinati posted a video 
roasting TikTok star Amar Siddiqui, which 
was later removed from YouTube.

With over 70 million views, the video was 
quick to become the most liked non-musical 
Indian YouTube video.

Govt to launch Rs 20000 crore 
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada 

Yojana for development of marine & 
inland fisheries      19 May' 20

Th e 
government 
will also 

launch a 20,000 
crore rupees Pradhan 
Mantri Matsya 
Sampada Yojana for 
the development of 
marine and inland 
fisheries.
Of this, 11,000 crore rupees will be earmarked for activities 
in marine, inland fisheries and aquaculture while 9,000 crore 
rupees for infrastructure creation such as fishing harbors, 
cold chain and markets. This will provide employment to 
over 55 lakh persons and double exports to one lakh crore 
rupees.
The Finance Minister said the ongoing National Animal 
Disease Control Programme for Foot and Mouth Disease 
and Brucellosis will look at 100 per cent vaccination of 
cattle, buffalo, sheep, goats, and pigs against Foot and 
Mouth Disease at an outlay of 13,343 crore rupees.
In addition to this, a 15,000 crore rupees Animal Husbandry 
Infrastructure Development Fund was announced to support 
private investment in dairy processing, value addition and 
cattle feed infrastructure.
The government has launched a 4,000 crore rupees fund 
to promote herbal cultivation in about 10 lakh hectares of 
area. The scheme will help generate 5,000 crore rupees 
income for farmers. Along the bank of Ganga, a corridor 
of medicinal plants will be developed over 800 hectares 
area.
Another 500 crore rupees has been earmarked for 
beekeeping initiatives, helping 2 lakh beekeepers.
The government extended Operation Greens from tomato, 
onion and potato to all fruits and vegetables by providing 
an additional fund of 500 crore rupees. This money would 
go into providing subsidy on transportation from surplus 
to deficient markets as well as on storages including cold 
storages. Ms Sitharaman said the scheme will prevent 
distress sale by farmers.
The Finance Minister also announced amendment 
to Essential Commodities Act to enable better price 

Kapil Dev Tripathi was appointed as the Secretary to President Ram Nath Kovind, 
according to a Personnel Ministry order.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Assam Governor assumed 
charge of  Bodoland 
Territorial Council.

MP Home Minister 
launched country's first 
ever 'FIR Aapke Dwar' 

Yojana.

Jammu and Kashmir 
promoted e-learning 

under Samagra Shiksha 
programme.

k'taka govt launched "Apthamitra" 
helpline and App to fight COVID-19      

22 Apr' 20

Aimed at 
empowering 
people in 

its fight against 
c o r o n a v i r u s , 
the Karnataka 
government launched 
" A p t h a m i t r a " 
helpline with an 
exclusive toll free number and a mobile app, aimed at 
providing required medical advice and guidance for 
those in need. The help line and app was launched by 
Chief Minister B SYediyurappa in the presence of senior 
Ministers and officials of the department.
"If anyone has symptoms of coronavirus, they can call the 
helpline from their home, get medical advice or assistance and 
get their doubts cleared. Based on the symptoms, an expert 
team of doctors will advise on what to do next," he said.
According to the department, the 'Apthamitra' helpline 
will work from 8 AM to 8 PM, with helpline Centers at 
six locations in Bengaluru (four centers), Mysore and 
Mangalore (Bantwal) with total of 300 seat capacity are 
being set up Advertisement.
The second tier is manned by MBBS or Integrated 
Medicine or AYUSH volunteer doctors connecting from 
their respective locations for risk assessment, counselling, 
telemedicine and referral for testing and treatment, it added. 
The helpline "14410" will cover residents 
in all parts of the state.
While the 'Apthamitra' App is for those with 
smart phone to seek advice for telemedicine 
from doctors directly.

kerala students won top prize in 
global Hackathon      22 Apr' 20

Two students of Government College of Engineering, 
Kannur, won the first prize of USD 10,000 (Rs 
7.5 lakh approximately) in a global competition 

for developing a virtual classroom amid the coronavirus 
lockdown.
Abinand C and Shilpa Rajeev, both doing second-year 
B.Tech (computer science) from the institution upstate, 
emerged toppers in the #CODE19 (against COVID-19) 
Hackathon for their ‘iClassroom’, a release issued by 
Kerala Startup Mission said.
A learning platform built for the millennial generation, 
it is backed by social media and enables peer-to- peer 
communication.
The international #CODE19, which aims to support 
young entrepreneurs across continents, was organized by 
charitable organization Motwani Jadeja Family Foundation 
and software solutions firm Hacker earth.
The event with ‘Education and awareness for fighting 
against COVID-19 as the theme, was held last month 
as part of an Industry Student Connect Programme 
at Malabar Innovation and Entrepreneurship Zone, 
Kannur.
‘iClassroom’ facilitates lecture recordings, online 
assignments and similar projects that can be the only viable 
option during an exigency like the lockdown, the release 
said.
Motwani Jadeja Family Foundation 
holds events in association with Kerala 
Startup Mission, which is a nodal 
agency of the state government for 
entrepreneurship development and 
incubation activities.

The government approved that surplus rice available with Food Corporation of India (FCI) 
can be converted into ethanol.
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eminent educationists, 
renowned scientists and 
senior administrators 
for a period of three 
years.
Prof Ayyappan 
is the former 
Director General, 
Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and Secretary to 
Government, Department of Agricultural Research and 
Education (DARE) and Chancellor of Central Agricultural 
University, Manipur. The KSTA Governing Council is 
reconstituted once in three years.
The KSTA, an autonomous organisation under the 
Department of Science and Technology, was established 
by the Government of Karnataka in July 2005 under the 
Chairmanship of renowned space scientist and Padma 
Vibhushan awardee Late Prof U R Rao, who was the former 
chairman of ISRO.
The Academy has been carrying out a large number of 
dove-tailed programmes to promote science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
education and to develop scientific temper 
among students studying at different levels 
in an educational pyramid as well as to 
popularise science among general public 
across the State for the last 15 years.

Andhra Pradesh Government 
Launched Jagananna Vidya Deevena 

Fee Reimbursement Scheme for 
Students      28 Apr' 20

An d h r a 
P r a d e s h 
S t a t e 

Government has 
announced a fee 
r e i m b u r s e m e n t 
scheme for the 
students of the state. 
The Jagananna Vidya 
Deevena scheme was launched by the State Chief Minister 
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy which will provide 100 percent fee 
reimbursement which will benefit close to 12 lakh students 
across the state. 
The government released Rs. 4000 Crore fund for the 
fee reimbursement, along with clearing the Rs. 1,880 
Crore pending dues of the previous government. The 

Justice Biswanath Somadder sworn 
in as chief justice of Meghalaya High 

Court      27 Apr' 20

Justice Biswanath 
Somadder was 
sworn in as 

the Chief Justice of 
Meghalaya High 
Court here, officials 
said. Governor 
Tathagatha Roy 
administered the oath 
of office to him at the Raj Bhavan.
Prior to his appointment as Chief Justice of Meghalaya 
High Court, Justice Somadder had served at the Calcutta 
High Court, where he was elevated as judge in 2006.
He had also functioned as the Acting Chief Justice of the 
Calcutta High Court between January and April last year, 
before assuming charge as the judge of Allahabad High 
Court in October 2019. 
Biswanath Somadder is an Indian Judge. Presently, he is 
Chief Justice of Meghalaya High Court. He is former Judge 
of Allahabad High Court and Calcutta High Court. He has 
also served as Acting Chief Justice of the Calcutta High 
Court.
On 22 June 2006, he was elevated as a permanent Judge of 
the Calcutta High Court. Justice Somadder was appointed 
as the Executive Chairman of the State Legal Services 
Authority of West Bengal on November 5, 2018. He became 
the Acting Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court from 
1 January 2019 and retained the post till 3 
April 2019. He assumed charge as Judge of 
the Allahabad High Court on 17 October 
2019. On 23 April 2020, he was appointed 
as the Chief Justice of Meghalaya High 
Court and took oath on 27 April 2020.

karnataka reconstituted karnataka 
Science and Technology Academy 
with Prof S Ayyappan as chairman      

28 Apr' 20

The Karnataka government reconstituted the 
governing council of Karnataka Science and 
Technology Academy (KSTA) and appointed 

distinguished scientist Prof S Ayyappan as Chairman.
The State government has reconstituted the council and appointed 
Prof Ayyappan as chairman with 13 members comprising 

Rudratej Singh, the President and CEO of BMW Group India, passed away. He was 46.
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The Reserve Bank of India's rate-setting panel will meet in June instead of April to assess the 

macro-economic situation.

chief minister also pointed out that none of the previous 
governments have reimbursed the fee arrears at such a large 
scale.
The Chief Minister also said that the scheme has been 
designed to make education accessible to the poor and 
the needy in the state adding that the real wealth which 
can be given to stu "Education is the only asset that we 
can offer to the lakhs of students of the downtrodden 
families. If a single student from each family completes 
their professional education and secure a good job, then 
the lives of the family members will be in better state," 
he said.
Elated over the launch of the scheme, a student from 
Srikakulam district named Jeevitha said, 
"My family income is hardly Rs 60,000 per 
annum. Due to the lack of financial support, 
I could not pursue higher studies. However, 
with the support of them government, I am 
able to complete my higher education.

Delhi Government Launched Website 
on COVID-19 Related Information      

29 Apr' 20

The Delhi government launched a dedicated 
website to provide information on all the 
COVID-19 related initiatives and updates in a 

seamless manner.
The website - delhifightscorona.in - has five broad sections 
which include containment zones, testing facilities, key 
locations, e-pass, press release and FAQs.
The website has the locations of all the containment zones 
or the COVID-19 hotspots in Delhi. The locations are 
updated from time to time as decided by the government, 
a statement said.
It also lists all COVID-19 Testing Centers (CTCs) set 
up by the Delhi government, private centers, as well as 
information on how to avail COVID-19 testing.
A list and location of all ration shops in Delhi, temporary 
relief centers and hunger relief centers is also available on 
the website.
In the "e-pass section", any person can apply for travel 
e-pass or e-coupon for ration through this website.
The website also updates important data 
related to COVID-19 in Delhi, including the 
total number of cases, number of new cases 
reported in one day, number of recovered 
patients and the number of deaths reported 
on a day.

Assam Governor assumed charge of 
Bodoland Territorial Council 

29 Apr' 20

As s a m 
G o v e r n o r 
J a g d i s h 

Mukhi assumed 
charge of the 
administration of the 
Bodoland Territorial 
Council after its term 
expired. In view of 
the expiry of the term of the Bodoland Territorial General 
Council today, Governor Jagdish Mukhi has resolved to 
assume the administration of the BTC with immediate effect 
in public interest in exercise of powers vested in him under 
sub paragraph 2 of Para 16 of the Sixth Schedule to the 
Constitution of India, a statement from Raj Bhavan said. The 
BTC's jurisdiction is over four districts of Assam - Kokrajhar, 
Baksa, Chirang and Udalguri - and they are collectively 
known as Bodoland Territorial Administrative Districts.
Jagdish Mukhi is the Governor of Assam and a member 
of BJP and RSS. Past positions have included Lieutenant 
Governor of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Minister 
of Finance, Planning, Excise and Taxation and Higher 
Education in the Delhi government. The Bodoland 
Territorial Council (BTC) is an autonomous district 
council for the Bodoland Territorial Region in India. It was 
established in February 2003.
The BTC has 40 elected members and an additional six 
members that are appointed by the Governor of Assam. 
The area under the BTC jurisdiction is officially called 
the Bodoland Territorial Region (BTR). The region falls 
within the geographical map of the least developed region 
in India. The agro-based economy is the only source of 
livelihood of the people. Industrialisation 
and other employment opportunities are 
scant. The Bodoland Territorial Council 
is headed by a Speaker and is executive 
committee is chaired by a Chief Executive 
Member, most recently Hagrama Mahilary.

karnataka Resident Commissioner 
Nilaya Mitash posted at ADB 

03 May' 20

Nilaya Mitash, a Karnataka cadre IAS officer of the 
1991 batch, has been posted at the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) as principal operations coordination 
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Reserve Bank enhanced the Ways and Means Advances (WMA) limit to Rs 2 lakh crore for the 

remaining part of the first half of 2020-21.

The Minister also launched helpline 'Dial 112' on the 
occasion, to facilitate immediate availability of ambulance, 
police and fire fighting services wherever needed.
A first information report (FIR) is a document prepared 
by police organisations in South Asian and Southeast 
Asian countries including Myanmar, India, Bangladesh, 
and Pakistan when they receive information about the 
commission of a cognisable offence, or in Singapore when 
the police receive information about any criminal offence. 
It generally stems from a complaint lodged 
with the police by the victim of a cognisable 
offence or by someone on his or her behalf, 
but anyone can make such a report either 
orally or in writing to the police. Police 
investigation follows most FIRs.

First Coast Guard Offshore Patrol 
Vessel ICGS Sachet Commissioned in 

Goa      15 May' 20

A ship and two 
In te rcep tor 
Boats (IB) 

were commissioned 
into the Indian Coast 
Guard (ICG) in Goa 
via videoconference 
from the national 
capital by Defence 
Minister Rajnath 
Singh.
This marks a landmark for the ICG: it now has 150 ships 
and boats and 62 aircraft. 
“The ships, on joining the fleet, will be deployed extensively 
for Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) surveillance, coastal 
security, and other duties as enshrined in the Coast Guard 
charter of duties, to safeguard the maritime interests of the 
nation,” the ICG said in a statement.
Ship ICGS Sachet is the first in a series of five offshore 
patrol vessels (OPVs) being built by Goa Shipyard 
Limited (GSL). The IBs, C-450, and C-451, are designed 
& built by the Larsen & Toubro Shipyard, Hazira. The 
30-meter longboats are capable of achieving speeds 
in excess of 45 knots and designed for the high-speed 
interception, close patrol, and low-intensity maritime 
operations. 
The 105-meter long ICGS Sachet displaces approximately 
2,350 tons and is propelled by two 9,100 KW diesel engines 
designed to attain a maximum speed of 26 knots, with an 
endurance of 6,000 nautical miles. It is designed to carry 

specialist, according 
to an official order.
The Karnataka cadre 
IAS officer of the 
1991 batch, was 
working as Resident 
Commissioner of 
Karnataka in the 
national capital. 
The state government has relieved him from the current 
post to take up the long-term foreign assignment at ADB 
headquartered in Philippines.
"The officer is relieved from the state government with 
effect from May 4, 2020, to enable him to report in ADB," 
said an order issued by the state government.
He was working as Resident Commissioner 
of Karnataka in the national capital. The 
state government has relieved him from 
the current post to take up the long-term 
foreign assignment at ADB headquartered 
in Philippines.

MP Home Minister launched country's 
first ever 'FIR Aapke Dwar' Yojana      

11 May' 20

Ma d h y a 
P r a d e s h 
H o m e 

Minister Dr 
Narottam Mishra 
launched country's 
first ever 'FIR Aapke 
Dwar Yojana' in 
Bhopal today.
Madhya Pradesh is the first state in the country to implement 
such an innovative scheme. Launching the scheme at the 
new Police Control Room, Dr Narottam Mishra said that 
now people would not be required to visit police station to 
lodge an FIR.
'FIR Aapke Dwar' scheme has been started as a pilot 
project in 23 Police Stations including one urban and one 
rural Police Station at 11 Divisional Headquarters.Director 
General of Police Vivek Johari informed that Dial 100 
vehicle would have trained Head Constables to lodge FIR. 
FIRs in complaints of general nature will be lodged on 
the spot. In case of serious complaints, guidance will be 
sought from senior officers. Today, the first FIR of Sunil 
Chaturvedi of Jawahar Chowk, Bhopal was lodged by Dial 
100.
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accessing online content available on e-Pathshala/ DIKSHA 
and other activities.
Besides, funds to the tune of 2,030.87 lakh 
rupees released to Directorates of School 
Education for purchase and distribution 
of books to children under elementary 
level as Right to Education entitlements.

Madhya Pradesh launched "Charan 
Paduka" initiative for migrant 

laborers      19 May' 20

In Madhya 
Pradesh, the 
"Charan Paduka" 

campaign has been 
launched for the 
migrant laborers 
passing through 
the state. Under 
this campaign, the 
migrant laborers 
going barefoot are providing shoes, and slippers to reduce 
their pain. The most notable thing is that this campaign is 
being conducted by the police in most places.
The Charan Paduka campaign started from the Rau Police 
Station of Indore. Police station in-charge, Dinesh Verma, 
said that this initiative is getting the full support of the 
public. Now this human initiative has spread in many 
cities of Madhya Pradesh including Damoh, Umaria, and 
Sagar.
Umaria SP Sachin Sharma said that we are trying to 
reduce the pain of migrant laborers and send them to 
their homes respectfully. Migrant laborers are also very 
happy with this initiative of the police. Chief Minister of 
Madhya Pradesh is Shivraj Singh Chouhan & Governor is 
Lal Ji Tandon.
A migrant laborer is a person who either migrates 
within their home country or outside it to pursue work. 
Migrant laborers usually do not have the intention to stay 
permanently in the country or region in which they work.
Migrant laborers who work outside their home country 
are also called foreign laborers. They may 
also be called expatriates or guest laborers, 
especially when they have been sent for or 
invited to work in the host country before 
leaving the home country.

a twin-engine helicopter and four high-
speed boats and one inflatable boat for swift 
boarding and search and rescue operations. 
“The ship is also capable of carrying limited 
pollution response equipment to undertake 
oil spill pollution response at sea,” the 
statement said.

Jammu and kashmir promoted 
e-learning under Samagra Shiksha 

programme      16 May' 20

Jammu and 
Kashmir, the 
Union Territory 

Administration has 
initiated a slew of 
measures under 
Samagra Shiksha 
programme to 
facilitate students 
with complete access to education through technological 
interventions and other viable means in wake of COVID-19 
lockdown.
During the prevailing conditions of pandemic and 
subsequent Lockdown and in order to maintain the 
continuity of education delivery to students several 
steps are being taken by the UT Government which 
inter-alia included Radio Classrooms wherein Live 
Lectures are being broadcast daily between 2 to 4 P.M.  
These measures include tele-classes on DD Kashir and 
Local Cable Network, Video Lectures Repository using 
JK Knowledge Network, Online Classes including 
Vocational Classes using freely available Applications 
like Zoom, e-Paathshala and DIKSHA and Created 
Special WhatsApp Groups for interacting with Children 
with Special needs through Special Educators. In all, 42 
Laptops with Braille Tactile Readers were distributed 
for Visually Impaired students/persons to freely access 
internet.
Online Career Guidance Portal “Manzelein” was launched 
for students in association with UNICEF which is a 
structured and well programmed portal developed to help 
students in choosing a right career after completing their 
secondary or higher secondary education. It will have 
complete information on careers, colleges and 262,000 
programmes in 16 countries. About 2,500 Tabs were 
distributed among students for attending online classes, 

US President Donald Trump appointed Indian-American Sudarsanam Babu as a member of the 
National Science Board for a six-year term.
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Dia Mirza's tenure as UNEP 
Goodwill Ambassador 

extended till 2022.

India third largest military 
spender in world, after US 

and China.

WTO chief  Roberto Azevedo 
to step down on August 31 

before term expires.

Trump Appoints Indian-American To 
Top US Science Board      24 Apr' 20

US President 
D o n a l d 
T r u m p 

appointed Indian-
A m e r i c a n 
Sudarsanam Babu 
to the country's top 
science board.  Babu, 
who is from the 
prestigious Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL), has 
been appointed as a member of the National Science Board 
for a six-year term, the White House said on Monday, as it 
announced several key administrative appointments.
Babu earned his master of technology (industrial 
metallurgy - welding) from IIT-Madras in 1988 and a 
bachelor of engineering (eetallurgy) from PSG College 
of Technology, Coimbatore in 1986. He holds a PhD in 
materials science and metallurgy from the Cambridge 
University, and is currently director of the Bredesen 
Center for Interdisciplinary Research and Graduate 
Education, as well as ORNL Governor's Chair of 
Advanced Manufacturing.
In this role, he bridges ORNL expertise, including Department 
of Energy's manufacturing demonstration facility, to develop 
a collaborative research ecosystem locally and employ 
engineering solutions to manufacturing industries. He has 
21 years of experience in advanced manufacturing, additive 
manufacturing, physical metallurgy and computational 
materials modeling.
Babu would be the third Indian American 
in this prestigious board. The other two 
being Sethuraman Panchanathan from the 
Arizona State University and Suresh V 
Garimella from University of Vermont.

Former Iraqi intelligence chief 
approved as new premier      10 May' 20

Iraq's former 
spy chief was 
sworn in as 

prime minister by 
lawmakers early 
Thursday after weeks 
of tense political 
negotiations as the 
country faces a 
severe economic crisis spurred by plummeting oil prices 
and the coronavirus pandemic.
The majority of 255 legislators attending the session 
approved the government plan and the majority of Cabinet 
ministers proposed by Mustafa al-Kadhimi, officially 
inaugurating him as Iraq''s sixth premier since 2003 and 
ending five months of a leadership void.
Legislators accepted 15 ministers and rejected five, among 
them the ministries of trade, justice, culture, agriculture 
and migration. The ministries of oil and foreign affairs 
also remain vacant pending further political negotiations. 
According to Iraq''s constitution, a government can pass if 
over half of a proposed Cabinet is approved.
Al-Kadhimi, who gave up the intelligence post when 
he became the prime minister-designate, assumes the 
premiership as Iraq faces unprecedented crises amid falling 
oil revenues that will likely prompt unpopular austerity 
measures, a rising daily tally of coronavirus cases, and 
expected U.S.-Iraq talks.
Iraq, officially the Republic of Iraq, is a country in Western 
Asia, bordered by Turkey to the north, Iran to the east, 
Kuwait to the southeast, Saudi Arabia to the south, Jordan 
to the southwest and Syria to the west. The capital, and 
largest city, is Baghdad. Iraq is home to diverse ethnic 

Fitch Solutions has cut India's growth forecast for the financial year 2020-21 to 1.8% from 
4.6% projected previously.
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ecosystems, environmental governance, 
and green economic development.
Headquarters "Nairobi",  Kenya and 
Executive Director "Inger Andersen" since 
2019.

20 million babies: India expected to 
see highest number of births since 

coronavirus declared pandemic 
11 May' 20

India is projected to record the highest number of births 
in the 9 months since coronavirus was declared a 
pandemic in March, with more than 20 million babies 

expected to be born in the country between March and 
December, according to a top UN body.
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) warned 
that pregnant mothers and babies born during the pandemic 
across the world were threatened by strained health systems 
and disruptions in services.
An estimated 116 million babies will be born under 
the shadow of Covid-19 pandemic, UNICEF said on 
Wednesday, ahead of Mother's Day, observed on May 10.
These babies are projected to be born up to 40 weeks after 
Covid-19 was recognised as a pandemic on March 11.
The highest numbers of births in the 9 months since the 
pandemic was declared are expected to occur in India, 
where 20.1 million babies are projected to be born between 
March 11 and December 16. Other countries with the 
expected highest numbers of births during this period are 
China (13.5 million), Nigeria (6.4 million), Pakistan (5 
million) and Indonesia (4 million), it said.
"Most of these countries had high neonatal mortality 
rates even before the pandemic and may 
see these levels increase with COVID-19 
conditions," UNICEF said.
It is estimated that there will be 24.1 million 
births in India for the January-December 
2020 period.

WHO, UN''s postal agency release 
commemorative stamp on 40th 

anniversary of smallpox eradication      
13 May' 20

The WHO and the UN''s postal agency have released 
a commemorative postage stamp on the 40th 
anniversary of the eradication of smallpox, with the 

groups including Arabs, Kurds, Assyrians, Turkmen, 
Shabakis, Yazidis, Armenians, Mandeans, Circassians and 
Kawliya.
Government: Federal parliamentary 
constitutional republic.
President of Iraq Barham Salih and Prime 
Minister is Mustafa Al-Kadhimi.

Dia Mirza's tenure as UNEP Goodwill 
Ambassador extended till 2022 

11 May' 20

The United 
N a t i o n s 
Environment 

Programme (UNEP) 
on Thursday extended 
environmentalist and 
actor-producer Dia 
Mirza''s term as its 
National Goodwill 
Ambassador for another two years till the end of 2022.
Dia, who is also a United Nations Sustainability 
Development Goals Advocate, said she views the extension 
as an opportunity to work towards championing nature.
"I am grateful for the opportunity to continue to serve as 
UNEP ambassador. My association with the United Nations 
Environment Programme has been an extraordinary 
learning curve. It has defined my purpose and I hope to 
continue to learn and make a difference towards improving 
environmental consciousness.
"Now more than ever before we need to make every effort 
possible to act on climate, protect wildlife, biodiversity, and 
secure our natural resources," the actor said in a statement.
Dechen Tsering, Regional Director and Representative for 
Asia and the Pacific, UNEP said Dia's support a Goodwill 
Ambassador since 2017 has been "greatly valued."
Dechen said, "Your contributions to World Environment 
Day, #BeatPlasticPollution, Circular Fashion and other 
UNEP campaigns and initiatives have helped broaden 
the scope and impact of our outreach. We look to you 
to continue to assist us in our advocacy efforts and 
communicate to the public the vision and values that 
guide our work".
UNEP was founded in 1972 by Canadian businessman and 
philanthropist Maurice Strong, its first director, following 
the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 
(Stockholm Conference). Its mandate covers a wide range 
of areas, including the atmosphere, marine and terrestrial 

Lokomotiv Moscow defender Innokenty Samokhvalov died at the age of 22.
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India has dropped two places on a global press freedom index to be ranked 142nd out of 

180 countries in the annual Reporters Without Borders analysis released.

head of the global health body expressing gratitude to top 
Indian-origin UN official Atul Khare.
In May 1980, the 33rd World Health Assembly issued its 
official declaration that "the world and all its peoples have 
won freedom from smallpox."
It was ended on the back of a 10-year WHO-spearheaded 
global effort that involved thousands of health workers 
around the world to administer half a billion vaccinations 
to stamp out smallpox.
"When WHO''s smallpox eradication campaign was 
launched in 1967, one of the ways countries raised 
awareness about smallpox was through postage stamps 
â€“when social media like Twitter and Facebook was not 
even on the horizon," World Health Organization (WHO) 
Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.
The UN said that the successful smallpox eradication 
programme yielded vital knowledge and tools for the field 
of disease surveillance, the benefits of vaccination and the 
importance of health promotion in fighting other diseases.
The WHO was established by constitution on 7 April 1948, 
which is commemorated as World Health Day.
The WHO incorporated the assets, personnel, and duties 
of the League of Nations' Health Organisation and the 
Office International d'Hygiène Publique, including the 
International Classification of Diseases.
The WHO has played a leading role in several public health 
achievements, most notably the eradication of smallpox, 
the near-eradication of polio, and the development of an 
Ebola vaccine. Its current priorities include communicable 
diseases, particularly HIV/AIDS, Ebola, malaria and 
tuberculosis; non-communicable diseases such as heart 
disease and cancer; healthy diet, nutrition, 
and food security; occupational health; and 
substance abuse.
Headquarters of WTO at "Geneva", 
Switzerland and Director-General is 
"Tedros Adhanom".

India third largest military spender in 
world, after US and China      13 May' 20

With an expenditure of $71.1 billion in 2019, India 
has emerged as the third largest military spender 
in the world, just behind the US and China.

In a report published Monday, Swedish think-tank 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 
said India’s expenditure grew by 6.8 per cent from 2018 
and the country climbed up the rankings from its earlier 
fourth spot.

Titled Trends in 
World Military 
Expenditure, 2019, 
the annual report 
said India’s tensions 
and rivalry with 
Pakistan and China 
were among the 
major drivers for its 
increased military spending.
China, which is second on the list with an expense of $261 
billion, saw a 5.1 per cent rise in its defence spending.
This is the first time that the two Asian states have featured 
among the top three military spenders.
India’s military expenses have risen significantly over the 
past few decades. Over the 30-year period between 1990 
and 2019, its spending grew by 259 per cent. In 2010-19 
decade, the expenses grew by 37 per cent, the report said.
However, the country’s military burden fell from 2.7 per 
cent of the Indian GDP in 2010 to 2.4 per cent in 2019.
Its rival Pakistan’s military expenditure rose by 70 per cent 
over the decade to reach $10.3 billion, with the burden 
rising from 3.4 per cent of GDP in 2010 to 4 per cent in 
2019.
According to the report, total global military expenditure 
rose to $1,917 billion dollars in 2019 – a 3.6 per cent rise 
over 2018 and the largest annual growth since 2010, said 
the SIPRI report.
The US’ military spending grew by 5.3 per cent to a total of 
$732 billion, accounting for 38 per cent of the global spend.
The increase in US spending in just 2019 was equivalent 
to the entirety of Germany’s military expense for the year.
“The recent growth in US military spending is largely 
based on a perceived return to competition between the 
great powers,” Pieter D. Wezeman, senior 
researcher at SIPRI, said in the report.
Russia and Saudi Arabia rounded off the top 
five largest spenders, all of whom accounted 
for 62 per cent of the global expenditure.

China launches two satellites to 
test space-based communications 

technology      16 May' 20

China successfully launched two satellites to test the 
space-based Internet of Things (IoT) communications 
technology. The satellites, Xingyun-2 01 and 02, 

were launched by a Kuaizhou-1A (KZ-1A) carrier rocket 
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personal grounds. 
India is one of the 
founder members 
of this multi-
lateral body, which 
frames rules for 
global exports and 
imports.
"At a virtual 
meeting of all WTO members, WTO Director-General 
Roberto Azevedo announced that he would step down 
on 31 August, cutting his second term short by exactly 
one year," the WTO said in a statement. The World 
Trade Organization (WTO) is an intergovernmental 
organization that is concerned with the regulation 
of international trade between nations. The WTO 
officially commenced on 1 January 1995 under the 
Marrakesh Agreement, signed by 123 nations on 
15 April 1994, replacing the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), which commenced in 
1948.
Official languages of WTO is English, 
French, Spanish and Director-General is 
Roberto Azevêdo.
Headquarters is in Centre William Rappard, 
Geneva, Switzerland.

from the Jiuquan 
Satellite Launch 
Centre in northwest 
China. They have 
successfully entered 
their planned orbit, 
state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported.
The space program 
of the People's Republic of China is directed by the China 
National Space Administration (CNSA). Its technological 
roots can be traced back to the late 1950s, when China 
began a ballistic missile program in response to perceived 
American (and, later, Soviet) threats.
China National Space Administration (CNSA) 
is the national space agency of China.
Formation of CNSA is 22 April 1993 and 
Headquarters in Haidian District, Beijing.

WTO chief Roberto Azevedo to step 
down on August 31 before term 

expires      18 May' 20

G eneva-based World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
said its chief Roberto Azevedo will step down 
on August 31, a year before his term ends, on 

US social media major Facebook will invest Rs 43,574 crore into Jio Platforms, a unit of 
Reliance Industries, for a 9.99% stake.
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Formed in 1944 at the Bretton Woods Conference primarily 
by the ideas of Harry Dexter White and 
John Maynard Keynes, it came into 
formal existence in 1945 with 29 member 
countries and the goal of reconstructing the 
international payment system.

TVS Motor Company acquires Norton 
Motorcycles for Rs 153 crore 

22 Apr' 20

TVS Motor 
Company Ltd 
has acquired 

the iconic British 
bike manufacturer 
Norton Motorcycles 
(UK) Ltd in an all-
cash transaction of 
GBP 16 million, the 
company said in a regulatory filing on Friday late evening.
Mint had reported on April 8 that the homegrown two- 
and three-wheeler manufacturer was in talks to buy 
Norton, which ran out of cash in January and failed to 
pay taxes.
The company said that it’s overseas subsidiary TVS 
Motor Singapore Pte. Ltd has today signed an asset 
purchase agreement with Norton Motorcycles Holdings 
Ltd and Norton Motorcycles (UK) Ltd (both were in 
administration). The deal included acquisition of the brand 
Norton along with other associated brands.
The all-cash transaction was concluded by Project 303 
Bidco Ltd, a newly incorporated company set up under 
TVS Motor’s Singapore subsidiary to acquire Norton, the 
company said in an official statement. Norton is a 122 year-
old motorcycle company founded by James Lansdowne 
Norton in Birmingham, and has popular series of bikes sold 
under Commando and Dominator names.

Asia to see zero per cent growth in 
2020, says IMF      22 Apr' 20

Asia is 
e x p e c t e d 
to witness 

zero per cent 
growth in 2020 due 
to the COVID-19 
pandemic, its worst 
growth performance 
in almost 60 years, 
but still the world’s largest and most populous continent is 
likely to fare better than other regions in terms of activity, 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has said.
The IMF, in a blog titled ‘COVID-19 Pandemic and the 
Asia-Pacific Region: Lowest Growth Since the 1960s’ 
further said the impact of the pandemic on the region will 
be “severe and unprecedented“.
“Growth in Asia is expected to stall at zero per cent in 
2020. This is the worst growth performance in almost 60 
years, including during the Global Financial Crisis (4.7%) 
and the Asian Financial Crisis (1.3%),” it said.
It further noted that “Asia still looks to fare better than 
other regions in terms of activity”.
The global economy is expected to contract in 2020 by 
3% — the worst recession since the Great Depression — 
the IMF said, adding that Asia’s key trading partners are 
expected to contract sharply, including the United States by 
6 % and Europe by 6.6 %.
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an international 
organization headquartered in Washington, D.C., consisting 
of 189 countries working to foster global monetary 
cooperation, secure financial stability, facilitate international 
trade, promote high employment and sustainable economic 
growth, and reduce poverty around the world while 
periodically depending on the World Bank for its resources.
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PNB Housing Fin signed 
pact with IIT-Delhi to 
develop PPE kits for 
healthcare workers.

EPFO allowed employers 
to register digital 

signatures via e-mail.

GSK sold 5.7 percent stake 
in Hindustan Unilever for 

Rs 25,480 crore.

Venice Film Festival 2020 will reportedly be held as per schedule in September.
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deal gives the mobile 
commun ica t i ons , 
entertainment and 
e-commerce platform 
a pre-enterprise 
value of `4.62 
trillion, assuming a 
conversion rate of 
`70. The rupee is 
currently hovering between 76 and 77 against the US dollar. 
Facebook will become the largest minority shareholder of 
Jio after the deal has got its regulatory approvals.
India with its over one billion mobile user base is also 
the largest market for Facebook and its messaging app 
Whatsapp, that has over 400 million subscribers in the 
country.
Reliance Jio Infocomm Limited, which provides 
connectivity platform to over 388 million subscribers, 
will continue to be a wholly-owned subsidiary of Jio 
Platforms. Jio was launched in September 2016 and in just 
over three years, became India’s largest mobile services 
company by subscriber base. It is the only 
Indian telecom company that has its entire 
network built on 4G VoLTE (voice over 
long-term evolution) technology. All other 
companies have a blend of 2G, 3G and 4G 
technologies.

Fitch Ratings sees India growth 
slipping to 0.8% in FY21      27 Apr' 20

Fitch Ratings 
on Thursday 
slashed India's 

economic growth 
projections to 0.8 per 
cent in the current 
2020-21 fiscal saying 
an unparalleled 
global recession was 
underway due to disruptions caused by the outbreak of 
coronavirus pandemic and resultant lockdowns.
In its Global Economic Outlook, Fitch Ratings said India's 
gross domestic product (GDP) growth will slip to 0.8 
per cent for the year April 2020 to March 2021 (FY21) 
as compared to an estimated 4.9 per cent growth in the 
previous fiscal.
Growth is, however, expected to rebound to 6.7 per cent 
in 2021-22. Fitch Ratings Inc. is an American credit rating 
agency and is one of the "Big Three credit rating agencies", 

Sudarshan Venu, Joint Managing Director, TVS Motor 
said, “This (acquisition) presents us with an immense 
opportunity to scale up globally. This transaction is in line 
with our effort to cater to the aspirations of discerning 
motorcycle customers. We will extend our full support 
for Norton to regain its full glory in the international 
motorcycle landscape."
Venu further added that Norton would 
continue to retain its distinctive identity 
with dedicated business plans and TVS 
Motor will work closely with the customers 
and employees of the British company.

WMA limit enhanced to Rs 2 lakh cr 
till Sept      24 Apr' 20

Reserve Bank enhanced the Ways and Means 
Advances (WMA) limit to Rs 2 lakh crore for the 
remaining part of the first half of 2020-21.

Accordingly, the limit has been enhanced for the period 
commencing from April till September, 2020.
"To tide over the situation arising from the outbreak of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it has been decided, in consultation 
with the Government of India, that the limit for Ways and 
Means Advances (WMA) for the remaining part of first half 
of the financial year 2020-21 will be revised to Rs 2,00,000 
crore," the RBI said.
The apex bank RBI provides WMA to the central and 
state governments to help them to tide over temporary 
mismatches in the cash flow of their receipts and payments.
The move is expected to provide additional fiscal space for 
the Centre to invest in key social and infra sectors.
Ways and means advances (WMA) is a mechanism used 
by Reserve Bank of India (RBI) under its credit policy to 
provide to States, banking with it, to help them tide over 
temporary mismatches in the cash flow of their receipts and 
payments. RBI was set up in 1935 under the Reserve Bank 
of India Act,1934.
The RBI carries out India's monetary policy 
and exercises supervision and control over 
banks and non-banking finance companies 
in India.

Facebook to buy 9.99% stake in Jio 
Platform for `43,574 crore      25 Apr' 20

Facebook will invest `43,574 crore for a 9.99% stake 
on a fully diluted basis in Jio Platforms, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Reliance Industries Ltd. The 

The Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan has launched an interactive 
platform, COVID INDIA SEVA to provide solutions to coronavrus queries.
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the other two being Moody's and Standard & Poor's. It 
is one of the three nationally recognized statistical rating 
organizations (NRSRO) designated by the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission in 1975.
The firm was founded by John Knowles 
Fitch on December 24, 1914, in New York 
City as the Fitch Publishing Company.
Headquarters is in New York City, New 
York, U.S. and CEO of Fitch Group is Paul 
Taylor.

ADB approves $1.5 billion loan for 
India to fight coronavirus pandemic      

27 Apr' 20

The Asian 
Development 
Bank (ADB) 

said it has approved 
$1.5 billion loan 
to India to help 
fund its fight 
against coronavirus 
pandemic.
The loan has been sanctioned with a view to support 
immediate priorities such as disease containment and 
prevention, as well as social protection for the poor and 
economically vulnerable sections.
It is fully committed to supporting the Indian government 
in its response to this unprecedented challenge, said ADB 
President Masatsugu Asakawa.
"The quick-disbursing fund is part of a larger package of 
support that ADB will provide in close coordination with 
the government and other development partners.
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a regional 
development bank established on 19 December 1966, 
which is headquartered in the Ortigas Center located in the 
city of Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines.
The company also maintains 31 field offices around the 
world to promote social and economic development in 
Asia. The bank admits the members of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(UNESCAP, formerly the Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East or ECAFE) and non-
regional developed countries. From 31 
members at its establishment, ADB now has 
68 members.
President of ADB is Masatsugu Asakawa 
(from 17th January 2020).

RBI extends regulatory benefits under 
SLF-MF scheme to all banks 

03 May' 20

The Reserve Bank of India extended regulatory 
benefits to all banks including those deploying 
their own resources to extend liquidity support to 

the mutual funds under the Special Liquidity Facility for 
Mutual Funds (SLF-MF) scheme.
Earlier in the week, the Reserve Bank had announced 
`50,000-crore SLF-MF scheme to bailout the mutual funds 
facing redemption pressure. The scheme was announced in 
the backdrop of Franklin Templeton Mutual Fund deciding 
to shut several schemes.
"Based on requests received from banks, it has now been 
decided that the regulatory benefits announced under the 
SLF-MF scheme will be extended to all banks, irrespective 
of whether they avail funding from the Reserve Bank or 
deploy their own resources under the ...scheme," Reserve 
Bank of India said in a release.
What is SLF-MF?
The SLF-MF is a two-week window in which the RBI will 
lend money to banks at the repo rate for 90 days. 
The funds that banks borrow under this window can be 
used only for meeting the liquidity needs of mutual funds. 
This could be either through outright purchase of certain 
debt instruments held by them, or lending 
to them using their bonds as collateral.
The debt instruments so acquired can only 
be investment-grade corporate bonds, 
commercial papers, debentures and 
certificate of deposit.

EPFO allows employers to register 
digital signatures via e-mail 

10 May' 20

Re t i r e m e n t 
fund body 
E P F O 

allowed employers 
to register their 
digital signatures 
online through 
e-mail, in view of the 
lockdown to combat 
COVID-19, according 
to a labour ministry statement.

Iran’s paramilitary Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps had launched the country’s first 
military satellite, “Noor," which had gone into orbit.
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Smt. Sitharaman said that the Government is attentive to 
the needs to all the segments of economy and society.She 
also mentioned that small business set ups, especially those 
run by street vendors, support dignified 
livelihoods through Shishu MUDRA 
loans. They also need our patronage by 
way of business as well as caring attention 
in the form of social security and enhanced 
credit.

FDI limit for defence manufacturing 
to be raised to 74%      20 May' 20

In a big-bang reform measure, the Union government has 
decided to raise the limit for foreign direct investment 
(FDI) for defence manufacturing from 49 to 74 per cent 

under the automatic route.
Speaking to the media here, Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Saturday said that time-bound defence 
procurement process and faster decision-making will take 
place under the new policy.
The government will set up a project management unit 
to support contract management. Further, realistic setting 
of general staff qualitative requirements of weapons or 
platforms will be taken up.
Under the new regime, the government will also overhaul 
the trial and testing procedures.
In a bid to enhance self-reliance in defence production, the 
government will notify a list of weapons and platforms for 
a ban on import with year-wise timelines. Indigenisation of 
imported spares will also be taken up.
Further, the government will take up separate budget 
provisioning for domestic capital procurement. All these 
measures, according to the government will help reduce 
India''s huge defence import bill.
The government has also decided to corporatize Ordnance 
Factory Board to improve autonomy, accountability and 
efficiency in ordnance supplies.
A foreign direct investment (FDI) is an investment in 
the form of a controlling ownership in a business in one 
country by an entity based in another country.
Foreign direct investment includes 
"mergers and acquisitions, building new 
facilities, reinvesting profits earned from 
overseas operations, and intra company 
loans".

Currently, authorised persons of employers have to go 
to the Employees'' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) 
offices to get their digital signatures registered.
In the current scenario of the lockdown and other 
disruptions, employers are not able to function normally 
and are facing problems in using their digital signatures or 
Aadhaar-based e-sign on EPFO portal, the statement said.
Many important tasks like KYC (Know Your Customers) 
attestation, transfer claim attestation etc are being done 
online by the authorized persons of employers using their 
digital signatures (DSC) or Aadhar based e-sign on EPFO 
portal.
For using DSC/e-sign, one time approval from EPFO''s 
regional office is required.
But, due to the lockdown, many employers are facing 
difficulties to send the one-time registration 
request to the regional offices, it said.
In view of this situation and to further 
ease the compliance procedure, EPFO has 
decided to accept such requests through 
e-mail also, the ministry said.

Finance Minister announces short 
term and long-term measures for 

supporting the poor, including 
migrants, farmers, tiny businesses 
and street vendors      18 May' 20

Announcing the 2nd Tranche of measures to 
ameliorate the hardships faced specifically by 
migrant labours, street vendors, migrant urban 

poor, small traders self-employed people, small farmers and 
housing, Union Finance & Corporate Affairs Minister Smt. 
Nirmala Sitharaman today in her press conference detailed 
the short term and long-term measures for supporting the 
poor, including migrants, farmers, tiny businesses and 
street vendors.
Smt. Sitharaman stated that Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi is always concerned about the difficulties 
faced by poor, including migrant workers and farmers. 
Farmers and workers are the backbone of this nation. They 
serve all of us with their sweat and toil. Migrant workers 
need affordable and convenient rental housing in urban 
areas in addition to social security. There is also a need to 
create employment opportunities for the poor, including 
migrant and unorganised workers. Farmers need timely and 
adequate credit support.

Sebi extended validity of regulatory approval for launching initial public offering and 
rights issue by six months.
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positive for a banned 
substance -- steroid 
-- in a nearly two-
year-old doping case 
which the NDTL had 
failed to detect. 
The 31-year-old 
Khatun's dope 
sample collected 
during the National Inter-State Championships in June 
2018 in Guwahati returned negative when it was tested by 
the National Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL) in Delhi. 
Khatun had won a bronze each in 1500m and 5000m in that 
Guwahati meet.
The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) then decided 
to test the sample of Khatun at its 
Montreal Laboratory in Canada and it 
returned positive for dehydrochloromethyl 
testosterone. Khatun results from June 29, 
2018 to November 21, 2018 will now be 
annulled.

J Arunkumar named USA head coach      
01 May' 20

Fo r m e r 
K a r n a t a k a 
cricketer, J. 

Arunkumar has been 
appointed the head 
coach of the USA 
national team.
One of the most 
successful coaches 
of Karnataka, Arunkumar had guided the team to back-
to-back domestic trebles -- Ranji Trophy, Vijay Hazare 
Trophy and the Irani Cup -- for two years in succession, in 
2013-14 and 2014-15 seasons.
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J Arunkumar named USA 
head coach.

2021 BWF World 
Championships rescheduled 
to not clash with Olympics.

Akhil Kumar re-inducted 
into Nada’s disciplinary 

panel.

Mascot for Hangzhou 2022 Asian 
Para Games unveiled      21 Apr' 20

The mascot for 
the 4th Asian 
Para Games 

scheduled to be held 
here from October 9 
in 2022 was unveiled 
on Thursday. The 
design of ‘Feifei’ 
is inspired by the 
motif of the ‘Divine Bird’ in the Liangzhu Culture. The 
mascot is the fusion of Hangzhou’s heritage and its drive 
for technological innovation, carrying the longing for 
harmonious co-existence between humans and nature.
The letter ‘i’ on her crown stands for intelligence and also 
represents Hangzhou as the ‘City of the Internet’, which blinks 
blue when she is happy or playing sports. The ring, comprising 
45 dots, on her chest is symbolic of the joyful gathering of all 
APC members. The 4th Asian Para Games will be held from 
October 9-15, 2022, featuring 22 sports with Taekwondo and 
Para-Canoe to make their Games debuts.
The Asian Para Games is a multi-sport event regulated by the 
Asian Paralympic Committee that held every four years after 
every Asian Games for athletes with physical 
disabilities. Both the former and the latter had 
adopted the strategy used by the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games of having both games in 
the same city. First event was 2010 Asian 
Para Games in Guangzhou, China.

Indian Middle Distance Runner 
Jhuma khatun Gets 4-year Ban For 

Doping      01 May' 20

Middle distance runner Jhuma Khatun has been 
banned for four years by the Athletics Integrity 
Unit of the world governing body for testing 

N Kamakodi will be reappointed as the MD&CEO of City Union Bank. He has been 
reappointed for a period of three years with effect from May 1, 2020.
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2021 BWF World Championships 
rescheduled to not clash with 

Olympics      04 May' 20

The badminton 
w o r l d 
championship 

slated for August 
next year in Spain 
will now take place 
from November 29 
to December 5, the 
sport's apex body 
said, postponing its showpiece to avoid a clash with the 
Olympics. 
“The Badminton World Federation (BWF) and Spanish 
Badminton Federation (FESBA) can confirm the BWF 
World Championships traditionally scheduled for August 
2021 will now take place at the end of 2021 from Monday 
29 November to Sunday 5 December," the BWF said in a 
statement.
The Badminton World Federation (BWF) is the international 
governing body for the sport of badminton recognised by 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC). Founded in 
1934 as the International Badminton Federation (IBF) 
with nine member nations (Canada, Denmark, England, 
France, Ireland, Netherlands, New Zealand, Scotland and 
Wales), the BWF has since expanded to 176 
member nations around the world.
Headquarters of BWF in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia and the President is Poul-Erik 
Høyer Larsen.

Swimming World Championships 
Postponed From 2021 to 2022 

08 May' 20

The next 
s w i m m i n g 
w o r l d 

c h a m p i o n s h i p s , 
scheduled for 
summer 2021 in 
Japan, have been 
pushed back until 
May 2022 following 
the postponement of the Olympic Games, the sport's 
governing body said. The world championships were due 
to be held in Fukuoka next year from July 16-August 1 
but will instead take place from May 13-29 in 2022, the 

 The 45-year-old also worked as the batting coach for Kings 
XI Punjab in the Indian Premier League.
Speaking to Sportstar from Bengaluru, Arunkumar said: 
"It's a prestigious role to start with. It's a good challenge 
for me because I have done a lot of domestic and IPL 
assignments, but this will be my first international role. 
As a coach, you need to check on your abilities also and 
you don't want to spend all your life coaching domestic 
sides."
The United States national cricket team is the team 
that represents the United States in 
international cricket. The team was 
formerly organised by the United States of 
America Cricket Association (USACA), 
which became an associate member of 
the International Cricket Council (ICC) 
in 1965.

Tom Latham, Tim Southee win top 
New Zealand Cricket awards 

02 May' 20

Opener Tom 
L a t h a m 
has won 

the Redpath Cup as 
New Zealand’s best 
batsman, breaking a 
seven-year streak in 
which the trophy was 
won by either Kane 
Williamson or Ross Taylor.

Latham won the annual award for the first time after scoring 
608 runs in nine Tests at an average of 40.53. His best 
innings was a brilliant 154 against Sri Lanka in Colombo 
in August which helped New Zealand win the second test 
and level the two-match series.

Latham was selected as an opener in the International 
Cricket Council’s World Test team of 2019.

Tim Southee won the Windsor Cup as New Zealand’s best 
bowler for the first time since 2014. The trophy has been 
won by either Trent Boult or Neil Wagner over the previous 
five seasons.

Southee took 40 wickets at an average of 
21.47 in the awards period, and played 
a significant role in Test match wins over 
Sri Lanka in Colombo, England in Mount 
Maunganui and India in Wellington and 
Christchurch.

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Mandi, Himachal Pradesh has developed a high-speed 
magnetic Random Access Memory (RAM).
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Agency, cooperates with other anti-doping organisations 
and promotes anti-doping research and education.
Formation of NADA is November 24, 
2005, Headquarters in New Delhi, 
India.
The Chairman of NADA is the  Minister of 
Sports (India).

NRAI nominates Anjum Moudgil for 
khel Ratna, Jaspal for Dronachary 

Award      18 May' 20

The National 
R i f l e 
Associa t ion 

of India (NRAI) has 
nominated rifle ace 
Anjum Moudgil for 
the Khel Ratna -- 
the country's highest 
sporting honour 
-- while recommending Jaspal Rana for the Dronacharya 
Award for the second year in a row.
The NRAI has sent the names of champion pistol shooters 
Saurabh Chaudhary and Abhishek Verma for the prestigious 
Arjuna Award.
The 26-year-old Moudgil, who started shooting in 2008, is 
among the first two Indians to have secured quota places in 
the sport for the Tokyo Olympics.
The shooter from Chandigarh earned the quota in the 10m 
Air Rifle event when she won the silver medal in the ISSF 
World Cup in Korea in 2008.
Last year, Moudgil paired up with Divyansh Singh Panwar 
to claim the 10m Air Rifle mixed team gold medal in the 
ISSF World Cup in Munich and Beijing.
She also reached the final in the 10m Air Rifle event in the 
ISSF World Cup in Munich and Rio de Janeiro.
Last December, Moudgil won the title in the women's 50m 
3P event at the 63rd National Shooting 
Championship in Bhopal.
The Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award carries 
a medallion, a certificate and a cash prize of 
Rs 7.5 lakh.

international swimming federation (FINA) said in a 
statement. The 2020 Olympic Games were delayed by a 
year due to the coronavirus pandemic, and will now run 
from July 23-August 8 in 2021.
The world aquatics championships also feature diving, 
open water swimming, synchronised swimming and water 
polo.
The FINA World Championships or World Aquatics 
Championships are the World Championships for aquatics 
sports: swimming, diving, high diving, open water 
swimming, artistic swimming, and water polo. They are 
run by FINA, and all swimming events are 
contested in a long course (50-metre) pool.
The event was first held in 1973 in Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, and is now held every two 
years.

Akhil kumar re-inducted into Nada’s 
disciplinary panel      16 May' 20

Fo r m e r 
Commonwealth 
Games gold-

winning boxer Akhil 
Kumar has been 
re-inducted into the 
National Anti-Doping 
Agency’s Disciplinary 
Panel.
Akhil, who is also serving in Haryana Police as ACP 
Gurugram, was formerly in the panel from 2017 to 2019.
The Arjuna award-winning Olympian is among the most 
accomplished names in Indian boxing and has also been the 
government observer for the sport between 2017 and 2019.
In the past, the Haryana-boxer has advocated criminalising 
doping while expressing his views on the menace.
The Nada ADDP also features track-and-field Arjuna 
awardee Ashwini Nachappa among others.
The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) is the national 
organisation responsible for promoting, coordinating, and 
monitoring the doping control program in sports in all its 
forms in India. As listed on its official web portal, NADA 
deals with adopting and implementing anti-doping rules 
and policies which conform with the World Anti-Doping 

People’s Bank of China (Central Bank of China) has started testing its digital currency 
named Digital Currency Electronic Payment, DC/EP.
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objective as "the attainment by all peoples 
of the highest possible level of health." It is 
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. The 
WHO was established by the constitution 
on 7 April 1948, which is commemorated 
as World Health Day. 

NASA developed new ventilator 
tailored specifically to treat 

COVID-19 patients      25 Apr' 20

NA S A 
e n g i n e e r s 
h a v e 

developed a new, 
easy-to-build high-
pressure ventilator 
tailored specifically 
to treat COVID-19 
patients. The US 
space agency said that the device, called VITAL (Ventilator 
Intervention Technology Accessible Locally), passed a 
critical test at the Icahn School of Medicine in New York, 
an epicenter of COVID-19 in the US.
NASA added that VITAL is designed to treat patients with 
milder symptoms, thereby keeping the country's limited 
supply of traditional ventilators available for patients with 
more severe COVID-19 symptoms.
VITAL can be built faster and maintained more easily 
than a traditional ventilator, and is composed of far fewer 
parts, many of which are currently available to potential 
manufacturers through existing supply chains. Its flexible 
design means it also can be modified for use in field 
hospitals being set up in convention centers, hotels, and 
other high-capacity facilities across the country and around 
the globe. Like all ventilators, VITAL requires patients to 
be sedated and an oxygen tube inserted into their airway to 

WhatsApp partnered with the WHO 
to create 'Together at Home' sticker 

pack      21 Apr' 20

Wh a t s A p p 
partnered 
w i t h 

the World Health 
Organization (WHO) 
to create a new 
sticker pack titled 
''Together At Home 
designed to reflect 
the moments and emotions people are going through in the 
coronavirus pandemic.
The "Together at Home" sticker pack is available within 
WhatsApp, including with text localized for 10 languages 
- Arabic, French, German, Hindi, Indonesian, Italian, 
Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, and Turkish. With this new 
sticker pack, WhatsApp looks to offer more ways to stay 
connected during the pandemic.
"We are excited to work with the WHO to launch the 
''Together at Home'' sticker pack that will help people 
stay connected throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and 
beyond. Stickers like these can be funny, educational, 
and universal, breaking through language, age, and other 
barriers," the company said in a statement.
The sticker pack offers creative ways to remind people to 
wash their hands, maintain distance, exercise, and celebrate 
medical heroes as well as the personal heroes in our lives.
WhatsApp promoted social distancing through stickers that 
depict an "air high five" and "group video calling". 
The World Health Organization is a specialized agency 
of the United Nations responsible for international public 
health. The WHO Constitution, which establishes the 
agency's governing structure and principles, states its main 
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breathe. The new device wouldn't replace current hospital 
ventilators, which can last years and are built to address a 
broader range of medical issues. Instead, VITAL is intended 
to last three to four months and is specifically tailored for 
COVID-19 patients.
The Office of Technology Transfer and Corporate 
Partnerships at Caltech, which manages JPL for NASA, will 
offer a free license for VITAL and currently is reaching out 
to the commercial medical industry to find manufacturers 
for the device.
NASA is now seeking FDA approval for the 
device via an emergency use authorization, 
a fast-track approval process developed for 
crisis situations that takes just days rather 
than years.

Indian-origin girl gets honor of 
naming NASA’s first Mars helicopter      

30 Apr' 20

NA S A ’ s 
first Mars 
h e l i c o p t e r 

has a name now and 
the credit goes to 
17-year-old Indian-
origin girl Vaneeza 
Rupani.
Rupani, a high school 
junior from Northport, Alabama, earned the honor of 
naming the helicopter after she submitted her essay into 
NASA's "Name the Rover" contest.
Rupani has been interested in space science since she was 
a young child, according to her mother Nausheen Rupani.
Destined to become the first aircraft to attempt powered 
flight on another planet, NASA's Mars Helicopter officially 
named: Ingenuity, as suggested by Rupani.
While NASA announced in March that its next rover 
would be named Perseverance based on seventh-grader 
Alexander Mather's essay, the agency decided to also 
choose a name for the helicopter that will accompany the 
rover to Mars.
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
is an independent agency of the United States Federal 
Government responsible for the civilian space program, 
as well as aeronautics and space research. NASA was 
established in 1958, succeeding in the National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics. NASA Headquarters is in 
Washington, D.C.

NASA is defined as an acronym for 
the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, the federal agency that 
is responsible for aerospace research, 
aeronautics, and the civilian space program.

Pune-based defense institute 
developed microwave sterilizer 

01 May' 20

Pu n e - b a s e d 
D e f e n s e 
I n s t i t u t e 

of Advanced 
Technology (DIAT) 
has developed a 
microwave sterilizer 
'Atulya' that can 
disintegrate the novel 
coronavirus, the Defense Ministry said.
The virus gets disintegrated by differential heating (of 
Atulya) in the range of 56 degrees to 60 degrees Celsius, the 
ministry said in a release. The DIAT is a deemed university 
under the ministry's Defense Research and Development 
Organisation.
Atulya is a cost-effective solution that can be operated in 
portable or fixed installations, the ministry said.
This system (sterilizer) was tested for human/operator 
safety and has been found to be safe. Atulya is a cost-
effective solution, which can be operated in portable or 
fixed installations.
It has been tested for human/operator safety and found to 
be safe. The time of sterilization can be varied from 30 
seconds to one minute depending upon the size and shape 
of various objects.
Sterilization refers to any process that eliminates, removes, 
kills, or deactivates all forms of life (in particular referring 
to microorganisms such as fungi, bacteria, 
viruses, spores, etc.) and other biological 
agents. The approximate weight of the 
system is three kilograms and it can be used 
for non-metallic objects only.

DRDO developed UV Disinfection 
Tower      05 May' 20

Defense Research and Development Organization, 
DRDO has developed an Ultra Violet Disinfection 
Tower for rapid and chemical-free disinfection of 

high infection-prone areas.

World Champion PV Sindhu was unveiled as one of the ambassadors for Badminton World 
Federation's (BWF) 'I Am Badminton' awareness campaign.
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Defense Ministry 
said the equipment 
named UV blaster 
is an Ultraviolet 
based area sanitizer 
designed and 
developed by 
Laser Science and 
Technology Centre 
(LASTEC).
LASTEC is the Delhi based premier laboratory of DRDO 
with the help of M/s New Age Instruments and Materials 
Private Limited, Gurugram.
The UV Blaster is useful for high tech surfaces like 
electronic equipment, computers, and other gadgets in 
laboratories and offices that are not suitable for disinfection 
with chemical methods.
The product is also effective for areas with a large flow 
of people such as airports, shopping malls, metros, hotels, 
factories, and offices, etc.
The UV based area sanitizer may be used by remote 
operation through laptop/mobile phone using Wi-Fi link. 
The equipment has six lamps each with 43 watts of UV-C 
power at 254 nm wavelength for 360-degree illumination. 
For a room of about 12 x 12 feet dimension, the disinfection 
time is about 10 minutes and 30 minutes for 400 square feet 
area by positioning the equipment at different places within 
the room.
This sanitizer switches off on the accidental 
opening of the room or human intervention. 
One more salient safety feature of the 
product is the key to arm operation.

JNCASR scientists develop injectable 
Silk Fibroin-based hydrogel for 

sustained Insulin delivery in diabetic 
patients      15 May' 20

Scientists at 
J a w a h a r l a l 
Nehru Centre 

for Advanced 
Scientific Research 
(JNCASR), an 
autonomous research 
institute under 
the Department 
of Science and 
Technology, have recently, developed an injectable Silk 
fibroin-based hydrogel for sustained insulin delivery in 

diabetic patients. A patent application has also been filed 
for this invention.
Prof. T. Govindaraju and his research team from JNCASR 
have developed the silk fibroin (SF) formulation using 
biocompatible additives and prepared an injectable SF 
hydrogel (iSFH) that can ease insulin delivery in diabetic 
patients. The iSFH has demonstrated successful delivery of 
active insulin in rats, and the results have been published in 
the journal ACS Applied Bio Materials.
The JNCASR scientists have shown that subcutaneous 
injection of insulin with-iSFH in diabetic rats formed 
active depot under the skin from which insulin trickled out 
slowly and restored the physiological glucose homeostasis 
for a prolonged period of 4 days with no risks of low blood 
sugar through sudden burst of high concentration of insulin 
into the blood.
The viscous additives used by the team restricted the 
mobility of SF protein backbones and results in the rapid 
gelation. The microstructures provide mechanical strength 
(to support injectability), and porous morphology of iSFH 
allowed the encapsulation of human recombinant insulin in 
its active form in diabetic rats.
The Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific 
Research (JNCASR) is a multidisciplinary research institute 
located at Jakkur, Bangalore, India. It was 
established by the Department of Science 
and Technology of the Government of 
India, to mark the birth centenary of Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, the first prime minister 
of independent India.

ARCI scientists develop next-
generation biodegradable metal 

implants      15 May' 20

Scientists at the 
International 
A d v a n c e d 

Research Centre for 
Powder Metallurgy 
and New Materials 
(ARCI) and Sree 
Chitra Tirunal 
Institute of Medical 
Sciences, Thiruvananthapuram both autonomous institutes 
under the Department of Science & Technology (DST) 
have jointly developed new generation Iron-Manganese 
based alloys for biodegradable metal implants for use 
in humans. Biodegradable materials (Fe, Mg, Zn, and 
polymer), which can participate in the healing process 

Adam Higginbotham’s book “Midnight in Chernobyl: The Untold Story of the World’s 
Greatest Nuclear Disaster” wins the William E. Colby Award.
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and then degrade gradually by maintaining the mechanical 
integrity without leaving any implant residues in the human 
body are better alternatives to currently used metallic 
implants which remain permanently in the human body 
and can cause long-term side effects like systemic toxicity, 
chronic inflammation, and thrombosis.
The ARCI team employed both conventional melting and 
powder metallurgy techniques in the manufacturing of the 
new Fe-Mn based biodegradable alloys and a stent having 
dimensions as Diameter: 2 mm, Length: 12 mm and Wall 
thickness: 175 µm.
Iron-Manganese based alloy Fe-Mn (having Mn 
composition of more than 29% by weight) is a promising 
biodegradable metallic implant that exhibits a single 
austenitic phase (a non-magnetic form of iron) with MRI 
compatibility.
The Fe-Mn alloy produced at ARCI exhibited 99% density 
with impressive mechanical properties and behaved as a 
nonmagnetic material even under a strong magnetic field 
of 20 Tesla. These properties are comparable to presently 
used permanent Titanium (Ti) and stainless-steel metallic 
implants. The alloy also showed a degradation rate in the 
range of 0.14-0.026 mm per year in the 
simulated body fluid, which means that the 
Fe-Mn alloy exhibits mechanical integrity 
for 3-6 months and completely disappears 
from the body in 12-24 months.

Bizarre New Species Discovered By 
Biologist While Scrolling Twitter 

19 May' 20

Scientists have discovered a new species of fungus 
in the unlikeliest of places - Twitter. It all began 
when biologist and associate professor Ana Sofia 

Reboleira of the Natural History Museum of Denmark 
were scrolling through the microblogging platform and 
came across a picture of a North American millipede. The 
image was posted by Derek Hennen of Virginia Tech in the 
US, reports Phys.org.
Reboleira's well-trained eyes noticed a few peculiar dots on 
the millipede. "I could see something looking like fungi on the 
surface of the millipede. Until then, these fungi had never been 
found on American millipedes. So, I went to my colleague 
and showed him the image. That's when we ran down to the 
museum's collections and began digging," she explained.
Together with colleague Henrik Enghoff, Reboleira 
discovered several specimens of the same fungus on some 
American millipedes within the museum's vast collection. 
The fungus had never been documented before. 

Their discovery 
confirmed the existence 
of a previously-
unknown species 
of Laboulbeniales 
- an order of fungal 
parasites that attack 
insects and millipedes. 
The species has now 
been named in honor of the platform where it was discovered. It 
has been given its official Latin name, Troglomyces twitteri.
According to Daily Mail, the fungus - which looks like tiny 
larvae - are in a class of their own because they 
live on the outside of host organisms and are 
even found on reproductive organs. The fungus 
derives nutrition by piercing the outer shell of 
the host using a special suction structure.

Centre launched an online 
dashboard to monitor the movement 

of migrant workers      19 May' 20

The Centre has asked the States to use the online portal 
National Migrant Information System (NMIS) 
for capturing the information on the movement of 

migrants and for better inter-State coordination. In a letter 
to the State Chief Secretaries, Union Home Secretary, 
Ajay Bhalla said that to capture the information regarding 
movement of migrants and facilitate the smooth movement 
of stranded persons across States, National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) has developed an online 
Dashboard- NMIS on the existing NDMA-GIS portal.
 He said the portal will maintain a central repository and help the 
sending as well as receiving State and district to ask for and give 
their acceptance in an online format seamlessly. This system will 
help in speedy communication between States without creating 
additional work at the level of the field officers.  Bhalla said, it 
has additional advantages like contact tracing, which may be 
useful in overall COVID response work. Through this system, 
States can upload a batch file of individual data on the portal.
 The key data pertaining to the persons migrating has been 
standardized for uploading such as name, age, mobile 
number, originating and destination district, and date of 
travel which States are already collecting.  Bhalla said States 
will be able to visualize how many people are going out 
from where and how many are reaching destination states. 
The mobile numbers of people can be used for contact 
tracing and movement monitoring during COVID-19.     
Headquarters of NDMA is in New Delhi, India. Chairman 
of NDMA is Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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India ranks 142nd on global press 
freedom index      25 Apr' 20

India has dropped 
two places on 
a global press 

freedom index to be 
ranked 142nd out 
of 180 countries in 
the annual Reporters 
without Borders 
analysis released.
'The World Press Freedom Index 2020' said that with no 
murders of journalists in India in 2019, as against six in 
2018, the security situation for the country's media might 
seem, on the face of it, to have improved.
"However, there have been constant press freedom 
violations, including police violence against journalists, 
ambushes by political activists, and reprisals instigated by 
criminal groups or corrupt local officials," it said.
The Press Freedom Index is an annual ranking of countries 
compiled and published by Reporters without Borders. It 
is based upon the organization's own assessment of the 
countries' press freedom records.
Norway is ranked first in the Index for the fourth year 
running. South Asia in general features poorly on the index, 
with Pakistan dropping three places to 145, and Bangladesh 
dropping one place to 151. China at 177th position is just 
three places above North Korea, which is at 18. World Press 
Freedom Index has been published every year since 2002 
by Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) or Reporters without 
Borders.
Based in Paris, RSF is an independent NGO with 
consultative status with the United Nations, UNESCO, the 
Council of Europe and the International Organization of 
the Francophonie (OIF). The parameters include pluralism, 

media independence, media environment 
and self-censorship, legislative framework, 
transparency, and the quality of the 
infrastructure that supports the production 
of news and information.

kiran Mazumdar-Shaw recognized 
among world’s top 20 inspirational 
leaders in Biopharma      28 Apr' 20

Biocon Ltd 
a n n o u n c e d 
that The 

Medicine Maker 
Power List 2020 has 
ranked its Executive 
Chairperson Kiran 
Mazumdar-Shaw as 
one of the world's top 
20 inspirational leaders in the field of biopharmaceuticals. 
She has been recognized for her contribution to the world 
of medicine as an entrepreneur and innovative business 
leader, the Bengaluru-headquartered biopharmaceuticals 
company said in a statement.
The Medicine Maker Power List 20 for 2020 celebrates 
60 great minds who have brought the world innovation 
in small molecules, biopharmaceuticals and advanced 
medicine, it said. It highlights professionals who 
are driving the industry forward and saving lives by 
developing new medicines and lending a helping hand in 
bringing Covid-19 vaccines and treatments to market as 
soon as possible, according to the statement. Mazumdar-
Shaw has been featuring on the List for six consecutive 
years since 2015. Mazumdar-Shaw said it is indeed an 
honor to be featured on the List alongside G V Prasad 
and other remarkable and inspirational individuals 
whose work has positively influenced the fields of small 
molecules, biopharmaceuticals and advanced medicine.
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The show has been written, produced and directed by 
Ramanand Sagar and first aired in 1987. 
It featured Arun Govil as Rama, Dipika 
Chikhlia as Sita and Sunil Lahri as 
Lakshman. It also featured Lalita Pawar as 
Manthara, Arvind Trivedi as Ravana and 
Dara Singh as Hanuman.

Bengaluru airport voted the best 
regional airport in India, Central Asia      

11 May' 20

Be n g a l u r u ’s 
Kempegowda 
International 

Airport said on 
Monday it was voted 
by customers as the 
best regional airport 
in India & Central 
Asia for the third time 
in four years at the 2020 World Airport Awards. 
For an 11-year old airport, it's a remarkable achievement, 
said MD and CEO of BIAL (Bangalore International 
Airport Limited), Hari K Marar.
"This award reaffirms our commitment to provide a 
world-class experience for our travelers at BLR Airport 
with a slew of pioneering technology and sustainability 
initiatives," he was quoted as saying in a BIAL 
statement.
"At a time like this, when our industry is facing such 
challenges, this award has rejuvenated the morale of the 
team at BLR Airport," Marar added.
According to the statement, the World Airport Awards are 
the most prestigious accolades for the airport industry, 
voted by customers in the largest, annual global airport 
customer satisfaction survey.
They are regarded as the quality benchmark for the 
world airport industry, assessing customer service 
and facilities across over 550 airports. The survey and 
awards are independent of any airport control or input, 
it added.
Kempegowda International Airport is an international 
airport serving Bangalore, the capital of Karnataka. 
Spread over 4,000 acres, it is located about 40 kilometers 
north of the city near the village of Devanahalli. It is 
named after Kempe Gowda I, the founder of Bengaluru. 
Kempegowda International Airport became Karnataka's 
first fully solar powered airport developed by CleanMax 

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw is an Indian billionaire 
entrepreneur. She is the chairperson and managing 
director of Biocon Limited, a biotechnology company 
based in Bangalore, India and the former chairperson 
of Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore. In 2014, 
she was awarded the Othmer Gold Medal 
for outstanding contributions to the 
progress of science and chemistry. She is 
on the Financial Times’ top 50 women in 
business list. In 2019, she is listed as the 
65th most powerful woman in the world 
by Forbes.

Ramayana become most viewed 
program globally, beats Game of 

Thrones by a record margin 
02 May' 20

Ra m a n a n d 
S a g a r ’ s 
popular TV 

serial Ramayana 
which is re-airing 
on Doordarshan 
became the world’s 
most-watched show 
on April 16 with 
7.7 crore viewers, DD India posted on its official Twitter 
handle.
The official handle of DD India wrote: “Rebroadcast 
of #Ramayana on #Doordarshan smashes viewership 
records worldwide, the show becomes most watched 
entertainment show in the world with 7.7 crore viewers 
on 16th of April.”
Ramayana is being telecast again since March 28 on public 
demand. In fact, when it was telecast for the first time, the 
serial had broken all records of popularity, and the show 
has repeated its history again.
Ramanand Sagar had made a total of 78 episodes of 
this serial based on Valmiki’s Ramayana and Tulsidas’ 
Ramcharitmanas.
Ramanand Sagar’s Ramayan has set a world record, 33 
years after it first aired, becoming the most-watched 
program globally. It has even beat Game of Thrones’ final 
episode which had stumped single night viewing records 
in May 2019. This is a huge feat in itself and something 
unprecedented, to say the least. The show was re-
telecasted on Doordarshan after Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi announced a nationwide lockdown in the view of 
coronavirus outbreak.

Indian Super League (ISL) side Kerala Blasters appointed Mohun Bagan's I-League 
winning coach Kibu Vicuna as their head coach for the upcoming season.
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Ladakh has become COVID-19 free 
after recovery of all active cases      

19 May' 20

Un i o n 
Territory of 
Ladakh has 

become COVID-19 
free as nineteen more 
positive patients 
were discharged 
from a hospital in 
Leh district after 
being recovered from the disease. With this, the number of 
recoveries in the Union Territory has reached 43. Ladakh 
had recorded a total of 43 positive cases.

Neighboring Kargil district was declared COVID-19 free 
on May 15 after the last two patients, including a two-
year-old boy, were declared recovered and subsequently 
discharged. Officials said while the 17 recovered patients 
were discharged from the hospital on May 18, the remaining 
two were allowed to go home on May 19 after their reports 
tested negative. Ladakh region has not reported any fresh 
COVID-19 case since May 3 when 18 positive cases were 
detected from the Chuchot-Yokma area.

The Ladakh UT, which has a population of 2.74 lakh (2011 
census), was one of the first few regions in the country to 
report a positive coronavirus case. The first two positive 
cases in the UT were reported on March 7 with both the 
patients having travel history to Iran. Meanwhile, Advisor 
to Lieutenant Governor, Baseer Ahmad Khan, held a 
videoconference meeting with all Deputy Commissioners 
and Chief Medical Officers of Kashmir. He was briefed by 
the officers about the measures taken for the containment 
of COVID-19. He also reviewed the preparedness of 
the district administrations and the health department in 
combating the epidemic. During the meeting, the advisor 
said that focus should remain on administrative protocol 
and treatment protocol. While stressing for quarantine 
process he said testing of persons arriving from various 
parts of the country should be conducted and they should 
be sent to administrative or home quarantine.

Ladakh is a region administered by India as a union territory. 
It extends from the Siachen Glacier in the Karakoram Range 
to the north to the main great Himalayas to 
the south. Until 2019, Ladakh was a region 
of the state of Jammu and Kashmir. In 
August 2019, the Parliament of India passed 
an act by which Ladakh became a union 
territory on 31 October 2019.

Solar. Kempegowda Airport is the third-
busiest airport by passenger traffic in the 
country, behind the airports in Delhi and 
Mumbai, and is the 29th busiest airport 
in Asia.

India ranks 74 on World Economic 
Forum's global energy transition 

index      14 May' 20

India has moved 
up two positions 
to rank 74th on 

a global 'Energy 
Transition Index' 
with improvements 
on all key parameters 
of economic growth, 
energy security and 
environmental sustainability, the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) said.

Releasing the annual rankings, the Geneva-based 
international organisation for public-private cooperation 
said COVID-19 will compromise the transition to 
clean energy without an urgent stakeholder action as 
unprecedented disruptions due to the pandemic threaten 
this transition.

In its report, the WEF said its study measuring readiness 
for clean energy transition in 115 economies showed that 
94 have made progress since 2015, but environmental 
sustainability continues to lag.

Sweden has topped the Energy Transition Index (ETI) for 
the third consecutive year and is followed by Switzerland 
and Finland in the top three.

Surprisingly, France (ranked 8th) and the UK (7th) are the 
only G20 countries in the top ten.

The “Energy Transition Index (ETI)” is a fact-based 
ranking intended to enable policy-makers and businesses 
to plot the course for a successful energy transition. 

The index benchmarks 115 economies on the current 
performance of their energy systems across economic 
development and growth, environmental sustainability, and 
energy security and access indicators- and their readiness 
for transition to secure, sustainable, 
affordable, and inclusive energy systems.

The founder and Chairman of WEF is Klaus 
Schwab. Headquarters of WEF is Geneva, 
Switzerland.

For the first time since World War-II, the prestigious spelling bee tournament has been 
cancelled for 2020 in view of the coronavirus pandemic.
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based herbal sanitizer.

EDITORIAL WORD

1: Expatriate (Noun)

Pronunciation: /

A person who lives outside their native country.

Example: "American expatriates in London"

Synonyms: emigrant

non-native

émigré

migrant

2: Expatriate (Adjective)

Pronunciation: /

Denoting or relating to a person living outside their native 
country.

Examples: "They are expatriate workers"

Synonym: 

emigrant

living abroad

working abroad

non-native

émigré

displaced

refugee

exiled

Antonyms:

native

aboriginal

local

original

3: Expatriate (Verb)

Pronunciation: /

Send (a person or money) abroad.

"We expatriated the prisoners of war immediately after the 
end of the war"

Etymology

The word expatriate comes from the Latin terms ex ("out 
of") and patria ("native country, motherland").

MORE EXAMPLE SENTENCES

 # A number of expatriate aid workers remain in the 
region.

 # There was talk of mass evacuation among the city's 
expatriate population.

 # Expatriate Americans are entitled to vote in the 
election.

 # He became an expatriate sculptor in Rome.

 # The economy is sustained purely by the expatriate 
money coming in.

ORIGIN

Early 17th century: from Latin interpolat- ‘refurbished, 
altered’, from the verb interpolare, from inter- ‘between’ + 
-polare (related to polire ‘to polish’).

OTHER WORDS FROM EXPATRIATE

ex·pa·tri·a·tion, noun

self-ex·pa·tri·a·tion, noun

Use in sentences:

1. The writer, an expatriate living in Singapore, has 
studied and worked in the US.

2. It is therefore advisable for the expatriate to give 
advance notice to the school of when places are 
required.

3. In most cities of that region the expatriate community 
remained, even after independence, a closed circle.

4. She and Gwen, a fellow widow and expatriate, were 
booked on an escorted tour of the Holy Land.

5. Expatriate vehicles are kept to an absolute minimum, 
and site offices are merely caravans.

6. And expatriate savers and investors do need the help 
of a professional adviser.

7. Schmidt was a German expatriate who had been 
living in Portugal since 1989.

8. Expatriate Chinese also fled neighbouring Solomon 
Islands in large numbers after racially - charged 
disturbances in 2006.

9. The writer is expatriate artist living in Singapore.

10. She worked harder than most of my wealthy expatriate 
students.
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Why in news?
Prime Minister announced a special economic package and 
gave a clarion call for Atmanirbhar Bharat. He noted that 
this package, taken together with earlier announcements 
by the government during COVID crisis and decisions 
taken by RBI, is to the tune of Rs 20 lakh crore, which is 
equivalent to almost 10% of India’s GDP.
The Minister of Finance made a set of announcements 
under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (Atmanirbhar 
meaning self-reliant).
Package to cater to various sections including cottage 
industry, MSMEs, labourers, middle class, industries, 
among others.
It is time to become vocal for our “local products” and 
make them “global”.
Prime Minister observed that the package will also focus 
on land, labour, liquidity and laws.

Self-reliant India
Prime Minister remarked that the definition of "self-
reliance" has undergone a change in the globalized world 
and clarified that when the country talks about self-reliance, 
it is different from being self-centered. He said that India’s 
culture considers the world as one family, and progress 
in India is part of, and also contributes to, progress in the 
whole world.  He noted that the world trusts that India has 
a lot to contribute towards the development of the entire 
humanity.

What are the major reform sectors in 
the “Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan”?
1. Micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs)
2. Non-banking finance companies (NBFCs)
MSMEs – The government has also decided to change 
not only the basic definition of MSME but also end the 
difference between manufacturing and services sector.
The massive Rs. 3-lakh crore collateral-free assistance 
handed out to MSMEs will help them revive their operations.
Extending a sovereign credit guarantee for the complete 
amount is a welcome move.

Two of the feature that would help boost the equity 
portion on MSME finances are:
i. The Rs. 20,000 crore partially guaranteed subordinated 

debt programme.
ii. the Rs. 50,000 crore fund of funds scheme.
NBFCs – For NBFCs will be two funds to provide liquidity 
support to them -- `30,000 crore "Special Liquidity 
Scheme" and `45,000 crore "partial credit scheme".
NBFCs, housing finance firms and micro finance entities 
got a much-required liquidity boost.
A Rs. 30,000 crore scheme is announced wherein their debt 
paper will be fully guaranteed by the government.
This works along with the partial credit guarantee scheme 
of Rs. 45,000 crore.
With these, the government has broken the logjam wherein 
banks were unwilling to extend credit despite the RBI’s 
strong push.
This will largely address the liquidity crisis in the non-
banking space for now.
DISCOMS - For power distribution companies 
(DISCOMS), it has been decided to provide `90,000 crore 
which be provided by Power Finance Corporation and 
Rural Electrification Corporation against receivables. 
This will be securitised on their receivables and backed by 
a State government guarantee.
The Mission focuses on the importance of promoting 
“local” products.
The Mission will be carried out in two phases:
Phase 1: It will consider sectors like medical textiles, 
electronics, plastics and toys where local manufacturing 
and exports can be promoted.
Phase 2: It will consider products like gems and jewellery, 
pharma and steel, etc.

Five pillars of a self-reliant India
A self-reliant India will stand on five pillars viz. 
Economy: which brings in quantum jump and not 
incremental change; 
Infrastructure: which should become the identity of 
India; 

Government has declared banking industry as a public utility service for six months till 
October 21 under the provisions of the Industrial Disputes Act.

Atma-nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
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System: based on 21st century technology driven 
arrangements; 
Vibrant Demography: which is our source of energy for a 
self-reliant India; and 
Demand: whereby the strength of our demand and supply 
chain should be utilized to full capacity. He underlined the 
importance of strengthening all stakeholders in the supply 
chain to increase, as well as fulfill, the demand.

Reforms needed for achieving 
economic self-reliance
Several bold reforms are needed to make the country self-
reliant, so that the impact of crisis such as COVID, can be 
negated in future.
These reforms include –
1. Supply chain reforms for agriculture, 
2.  Rational tax system, 
3. Simple and clear laws, 
4.  Capable human resource and 
5.  A strong financial system. 
These reforms are expected to promote business, attract 
investment, and further strengthen Make in India.
Also for India to be truly self-reliant and self-confident, 
public investment in education, human capability and 
research and development has to increase.

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
Package (1)
Rs. 1.70 Lakh Crore relief package under Pradhan Mantri 
Garib Kalyan Yojana for the poor to help them fight the 
battle against Corona Virus:

 # Insurance cover of Rs 50 Lakh per health worker
 # 80 crore poor people given benefit of 5 kg wheat or 

rice per person for next 3 months
 # 1 kg pulses for each household for free every month 

for the next 3 months
 # 20 crore women Jan Dhan account holders get Rs 500 

per month for next 3 months
 # Gas cylinders, free of cost, provided to 8 crore poor 

families for the next 3 months
 # Increase in MNREGA wage to Rs 202 a day from Rs 

182 to benefit 13.62 crore families
 # Ex-gratia of Rs 1,000 to 3 crore poor senior citizen, 

poor widows and poor Divyang.

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
Package (2)

 # Front-loaded Rs 2,000 paid to farmers under existing 
PM-KISAN to benefit 8.7 crore farmers

 # Building and Construction Workers Welfare Fund 
allowed to be used to provide relief to workers

 # 24% of monthly wages to be credited into their PF 
accounts for next three months for wage-earners 
below Rs 15,000 p.m. in businesses having less than 
100 workers

 # Five crore workers registered under Employee 
Provident Fund EPF to get non-refundable advance 
of 75% of the amount or three months of the wages, 
whichever is lower, from their accounts

 # Limit of collateral free lending to be increased from 
Rs 10 to Rs 20 lakhs for Women Self Help Groups 
supporting 6.85 crore households.

 # District Mineral Fund (DMF) to be used for 
supplementing and augmenting facilities of medical 
testing, screening etc.

Analysis of Declared Economic 
Package
Inclusion of RBIs’ Expenditure in Fiscal Package:
The declared package is considered to be substantially 
less because it includes the actions of RBI as part of the 
government’s “fiscal” package, even though only the 
government controls the fiscal policy and not the RBI 
(which controls the ‘monetary’ policy).
Thus, the Government expenditure and RBI’s actions are 
neither the same nor can they be added in this manner. And 
thus nowhere in the world fiscal packages are declared in 
this manner.

Implication of Inclusion of RBIs’ 
Expenditure:
If the government is including RBI’s liquidity decisions 
in the calculation, then the actual fresh spending by the 
government could be considerably lower.
That’s because RBI has been coming out with Long 
Term Repo Operation (LTRO), to infuse liquidity into the 
banking system worth Rs 1 lakh crore at a time. If RBI 
launches another LTRO of Rs 1 lakh crore, then the overall 
fiscal help falls by the same amount.
The direct expenditure by a government usually includes 
wage subsidy or direct benefit transfer or payment of 
salaries, etc — immediately and necessarily stimulates the 
economy. In other words, that money necessarily reaches 
the people — either as through salary or purchase.
But measures from RBI include credit easing— that is, making 
more money available to the banks so that they can lend to the 
broader economy — is not like government expenditure.
In times of crisis, banks may take that money from RBI 
and, instead of lending it, may park it back with the RBI.

China National Space Administration (CNSA) announced the name of China's first Mars 
exploration mission, Tianwen-1, on China's Space Day.
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Introduction
Taiwan, officially the Republic of China (ROC), is a state 
in East Asia. Neighbouring states include the People's 
Republic of China (PRC) to the north-west, Japan to the 
north-east, and the Philippines to the south. Taipei is the 
capital and largest metropolitan area. 
An island off the southern coast of China that has been 
governed independently from mainland China since 1949. 
The People’s Republic of China (PRC) views the island 
as a province, while in Taiwan—a territory with its own 
democratically elected government that is home to twenty-
three million people—political leaders have differing views 
on the island’s status and relations with the mainland. 

‘One China’ Principle
Beijing and Taipei sharply disagree on the island’s status. The 
PRC asserts that there is only “one China” and that Taiwan 
is an inalienable part of it. Beijing says Taiwan is bound by 
an understanding reached in 1992 between representatives 
of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the Kuomintang 
(KMT) political party then ruling Taiwan. Referred to as the 
1992 Consensus, it states that there is only “one China” but 
allows for differing interpretations, by which both Beijing 
and Taipei agree that Taiwan belongs to China, while the two 
still disagree on which entity is China’s legitimate governing 
body. The tacit agreement underlying the 1992 Consensus is 
that Taiwan will not seek independence.

How much of an issue is independence 
in Taiwan?
Some Taiwanese worry their economy is now dependent 
on China. Others point out that closer business ties makes 
Chinese military action less likely, because of the cost to 
China's own economy. A controversial trade agreement 
sparked the "Sunflower Movement" in 2014 where students 
and activists occupied Taiwan's parliament protesting against 
what they call China's growing influence over Taiwan.

Current political situation in Taiwan
The polity that exercises real control over Taiwan is a 
collection of political parties that variously refer to their 

country as either "Taiwan (Republic of China)" or "China 
(Republic of China)". There is no real consensus within the 
country over the fundamental status of the country itself, with 
the country being divided between two main factions known 
as the "Pan-Blue Coalition" and the "Pan-Green Coalition". 
The Pan-Blue Coalition, led by the Kuomintang (Chinese 
Nationalist Party or KMT), believes that their country 
(including Taiwan) is China and does not acknowledge the 
legitimacy of the People's Republic of China (PRC), which 
they view to be an occupation of the rest of China by rebel 
forces; they refer to Taiwan, the place where they actually 
live, as "Taiwan, free area of the Republic of China". 

Military Situation
China, as part of its continued military expansion, has 
deployed missiles along the Taiwan Strait and periodically 
conducts drills near the island. Beijing has refused to renounce 
the use of force to resolve disputes over the island’s status. The 
PRC’s introduction of the 2005 Anti-Secession Law, intended 
to strengthen Beijing’s approach to “peaceful national 
reunification,” included language stating that in the event 
secessionist forces seek independence, Beijing would “employ 
non-peaceful means” to protect its national sovereignty. 
In a 2019 speech, Xi reiterated this and added that Beijing 
would consider the use of force to prevent “intervention by 
external forces” on the island.

Economic Rapprochement
Taiwan began investing in China after reform policies were 
implemented by PRC leader Deng Xiaoping in the late 1970s. 
Despite intermittent friction, the cross-strait economic relationship 
has blossomed. China entered the World Trade Organization in 
2001 and, within a month, Taiwan entered as “Chinese Taipei.” 
The island holds member, observer, or other status in more than 
fifty organizations, such as the Asian Development Bank, APEC, 
OECD committees, and regional fishery organizations.

Hong Kong
Hong Kong, officially the “Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region of the People's Republic of China” (HKSAR), is a 
metropolitan area and special administrative region of China 
in the eastern Pearl River Delta by the South China Sea.

China-Taiwan-
Hongkong relation
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US Food and Drug Agency approved the first "at-home test" for diagnosing COVID-19, 

said Dr. Stephen Hahn, who heads the agency.

Hong Kong became a colony of the British Empire after the Qing 
Empire ceded Hong Kong Island at the end of the First Opium 
War in 1842. The colony expanded to the Kowloon Peninsula 
in 1860 after the Second Opium War, and was further extended 
when Britain obtained a 99-year lease of the New Territories in 
1898. The whole territory was returned to China in 1997. As 
a special administrative region, Hong Kong maintains separate 
governing and economic systems from that of mainland China 
under a principle of "one country, two systems".

One country, two systems
"One country, two systems" is a constitutional principle 
describing the governance of Hong Kong and Macau since 
they became regions of China in 1997 and 1999, respectively. 
It was formulated in the early 1980s by Deng Xiaoping, 3rd 
Paramount leader of the People's Republic of China (PRC), 
during negotiations with the United Kingdom over Hong 
Kong. He suggested that there would be only one China, 
but that these regions could retain their own economic and 
administrative systems, while the rest of Mainland China uses 
the socialism with Chinese characteristics system. Under the 
principle, each of the two regions could continue to have its 
own governmental system, legal, economic and financial 
affairs, including trade relations with foreign countries, all of 
which are independent from those of the Mainland.

China proposes new controversial 
Hong Kong security law
Article 23 - Under Article 23 of the Basic Law, Hong Kong has 
to enact a national security law, which should Prohibit any act 
of treason, secession, sedition, subversion against the Central 
People’s Government, or theft of state secrets, Prohibit foreign 
political organizations or bodies from conducting political 
activities in the Region, and Prohibit political organizations 
or bodies of the Region from establishing ties with foreign 
political organizations or bodies.
When the Hong Kong government first tried to enact the law 
in 2003, the issue became a rallying point for the citywide 
protests that occurred that year. The move is likely to provoke 
strong opposition internationally and in Hong Kong, which 
was last year rocked by months of pro-democracy protests. 
Chinese media said the move defended national security, but 
opponents said it could be the "end of Hong Kong".
Demonstrators in Hong Kong have repeatedly protested 
against what they see as a gradual erosion of the territory's 
autonomy by the communist lead government in Beijing. 
The last British governor of Hong Kong, Chris Patten, called 
the move a "comprehensive assault on the city's autonomy".

What could be in the new law?
Sources say the law will target terrorist activity in Hong 
Kong and prohibit acts of sedition, subversion and 

secession, as well as foreign interference in Hong Kong's 
affairs. Pro-democracy activists fear it will be used to 
muzzle protests in defiance of the freedoms enshrined in 
the Basic Law. Similar laws in China are used to silence 
opposition to the Communist Party.
President of Taiwan said the proposed legislation was 
a serious threat to Hong Kong's freedoms and judicial 
independence "In face of the changing situation, the 
international community has proactively stretched out a 
helping hand to Hong Kong's people,".

What's the initial reaction and will 
there be protests?
Democratic lawmaker Dennis Kwok told Reuters: "If 
this move takes place, 'one country, two systems' will be 
officially erased. This is the end of Hong Kong."
Student activist and politician Joshua Wong tweeted that 
the move was an attempt by Beijing to "silence Hong 
Kongers' critical voices with force and fear".
The pro-Beijing DAB party said it "fully supported" the 
proposals, which were made "in response to Hong Kong's 
rapidly worsening political situation in recent years".
Pro-Beijing lawmaker Christopher Cheung added: 
"Legislation is necessary and the sooner the better."
An editorial in the state-run China Daily said the law meant 
that "those who challenge national security will necessarily 
be held accountable for their behaviour".

What is Hong Kong's legal situation?
Hong Kong was ruled by Britain as a colony for more 
than 150 years up to 1997. The Basic Law, which runs out 
in 2047, gives Hong Kong "a high degree of autonomy, 
except in foreign and defence affairs". As a result, Hong 
Kong's own legal system, borders, and rights - including 
freedom of assembly and free speech - are protected.
For example, it is one of the few places in Chinese territory 
where people can commemorate the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square crackdown. But Beijing has the ability to veto any 
changes to the political system and has, for example, ruled 
out direct election of the chief executive.

Conclusion
The new law would ban seditious activities that target 
mainland Chinese rule, as well as punish external 
interference in Hong Kong affairs. Many expect a revival 
of the protests that rocked the city last year.
A major blow to Hong Kong’s freedoms, the law could 
effectively bring the city under full control of mainland 
China. The move could also undermine Hong Kong’s 
position as an East Asian trading hub, and invite global 
disapproval for China.
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NASA engineers have developed a new, easy-to-build high-pressure ventilator tailored specifi-

cally to treat COVID-19 patients.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the 'One Nation 
One Ration Card' system will enable migrant workers and 
their family members to access PDS benefits from any 
Fair Price Shop in the country. Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman announced the national rollout of a ‘One Nation, 
One Ration Card’ system in all states and Union Territories 
by March 2021. As of now, about 20 states have come on 
board to implement the inter-state ration card portability.
According to the Finance Minister, this system will enable 
migrant workers and their family members to access PDS 
benefits from any Fair Price Shop in the country.
Under the National Food Security Act, 2013, about 81 
crore persons are entitled to buy subsidized food grain — 
rice at Rs 3/kg, wheat at Rs 2/kg, and coarse grains at Re 1/
kg — from their designated Fair Price Shops (FPS) of the 
Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS).
Currently, about 23 crore ration cards have been issued to 
nearly 80 crore beneficiaries of NFSA in all states and UTs.
In the present system, a ration cardholder can buy food 
grains only from an FPS that has been assigned to her in 
the locality in which she lives. However, this will change 
once the ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ system becomes 
operational nationally. 
This is how it will work:
Suppose a beneficiary lives in the district of Basti in Uttar 
Pradesh and migrates to Mumbai for work. Currently, she 
is no longer able to purchase subsidised food grains from a 
PDS shop in her new locality in Mumbai. However, under 
the ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ system, the beneficiary 
will be able to buy subsidised food grains from any FPS 
across the country.
The new system, based on a technological solution, will 
identify a beneficiary through biometric authentication on 
electronic Point of Sale (ePOS) devices installed at the 
FPSs, and enable that person to purchase the quantity of 
food grains to which she is entitled under the NFSA.

National Food Security Act, 2013 
(NFSA)
The National Food Security Act, 2013 was enacted to 
provide for food and nutritional security in human life cycle 

approach, by ensuring access to adequate quantity of quality 
food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity.

 # It provides for coverage of up to 75% of the rural 
population and up to 50% of the urban population for 
receiving subsidized food grains under Targeted Public 
Distribution System (TPDS).

 # The eligible persons will be entitled to receive 5 kg. of 
food grains per person per month at subsidized prices 
of Rs. 3/2/1 per Kg for rice/wheat/coarse grains.

 # To ensure the food security of poorest of poor, the existing 
Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) households will continue 
to receive 35 Kgs of food grains per household per month.

 # Pregnant women and lactating mothers are entitled to 
a nutritious "take home ration" of 600 Calories, 18-20 
grams of protein and a maternity benefit of at least Rs 
6,000 for six months.

 # The eldest women of the household of age 18 years 
or above will be the head of the household for the 
purpose of issuing ration cards.

 # Children 6 months to 14 years of age are to receive 
free hot meals or "take home rations".

 # States are the implementing agencies and the Central 
Government will be responsible to provide funds to 
states in case of short supplies of food grains.

The beneficiary verification process:
The new system will work with help from technology. 
The beneficiaries will be verified through biometric 
authentication i.e. Aadhar, and electronic point of sale 
(ePOS) devices will be installed at the outlets.
Standard format of ‘one nation, one ration card’:
A standard format for ration card has been prepared after 
taking into account the format used by different states.
1.  For national portability, the state governments have 

been asked to issue the ration card in bi-lingual format, 
wherein besides the local language, the other language 
could be Hindi or English.

2. The states have also been told to have a 10-digit 
standard ration card number, wherein first two digits 
will be state code and the next two digits will be 
running ration card numbers.

One Nation 
One Ration Card Scheme



57JULY 2020  MICA
Ravi Mittal was appointed the new secretary of Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, replacing 

Radhey Shyam Julaniya.

3. Besides this, a set of another two digits will be appended 
with ration card number to create unique member IDs 
for each member of the household in a ration card.

Benefits Emanating from ONORC
Interoperability of Ration Card: Under the ONORC, the 
beneficiaries from one state can get their share of rations 
in other states where the ration card was originally issued.
1. After the scheme gets implemented at the national 

level, any PDS recipient can use their ration cards at 
any PDS shop across the country.

2. ONORC seeks to provide universal access to PDS 
food grains for migrant workers.

Empowering Consumers: ONORC will also give the 
beneficiaries the opportunity to opt for the dealer of their 
choice. If any dealer misbehaves or misallocates, the 
beneficiary can switch to another FPS shop instantly.
Reducing Social Discrimination: ONORC will be 
particularly beneficial for women and other disadvantaged 
groups, given how social identity (caste, class and gender) 
and other contextual factors (including power relations) 
provide a strong backdrop in accessing PDS.
Achieving SDG: This will help achieve the target set under 
SDG 2: Ending hunger by 2030. Also, it will address the poor 
state of hunger in India, as highlighted by the Global Hunger 
Index, where India has been ranked 102 out of 117 countries.

Associated Challenges
Exclusion Error: The digitisation of this PDS process, through 
Aadhar-linked ration cards and smart cards, has been pushed 
in an effort to reduce leakages. However, there has been a rise 
of exclusion errors in post-Aadhar seeding. There are many 
sections of society who still don’t have Aadhar Card, thereby 
depriving them of food security. The fears of exclusion are 
also applied for migrant workers, as the fingerprints of people 
engaged in construction labour and domestic work may change 
or fade and may not match with the ones entered in Aadhar.
Logistical Issues: An FPS receives the monthly quota of 
products strictly in accordance with the number of people 
assigned to it. The ONORC, when fully operational, would 
disrupt this practice, as some FPSs may have to cater to 
more numbers of cards even as others cater to less, owing 
to migration of people.
Lack of Data: There is no exact data on the mobility of 
poor households migrating to work, locating intra- and 
inter-state destinations and sectors employing the workers.
Domicile: Based Social Sector Schemes: Not only PDS, 
most of the anti-poverty, rural employment, welfare and food 
security schemes were historically based on domicile-based 
access and restricted people to access government social 
security, welfare and food entitlements at their place of origin.

Prone to corruption: Every state has its own rules for 
Public Distribution System (PDS). If ‘One Nation, One 
Ration Card’ is implemented, it will further boost corruption 
in an already corrupted Public Distribution System. 
The scheme will increase the woes of the common man 
and, the middlemen and corrupt PDS shop owners will 
exploit them. Tamil Nadu has opposed the proposal of the 
Centre, saying it would result in undesirable consequences 
and is against federalism.

How many states have come 
on board to roll out inter-state 
portability of ration cards?
It was initially proposed to nationally rollout the ‘One 
Nation, One Ration Card’ scheme by June 1, 2020.
So far, 17 states and UTs — Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, 
Haryana, Jharkhand, Kerala, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Telangana, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, and Dadra & Nagar 
Haveli and Daman & Diu — have come on board to roll out 
the inter-state portability of ration cards under the NFSA.
Three more states — Odisha, Mizoram, and Nagaland — are 
expected to come on board by June 1, taking the number of States 
and UTs to 20 under the One Nation, Once Ration Card System.

How has been the experience of 
Ration Card Portability so far?
The facility of inter-state ration card portability is available 
in 20 states as of now but the number of transactions done 
through using this facility has been low so far.
According to data available on the IMPDS portal, only 275 
transactions have been done until May 14. However, the number 
of transactions in intra-state ration card portability is quite high.

Targeted PDS (TPDS)
 # The PDS was converted into Targeted PDS (TPDS) in 

1997
 # It classified population into Above Poverty Line (APL) 

and Below Poverty Line (BPL)
 # Only those households classified as BPL were made 

eligible for subsidized purchase of commodities from 
the ration shops.

But the poorest of poor, Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) 
households will continue to receive 35 Kgs of food grains 
per household per month.

Conclusion:
The current migrant crisis should be seen as an opportunity 
to develop a national migration policy addressing the 
challenges faced by migrant workers’ productivity, living 
conditions and social security.
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Branch Name Phone Number

Agra 9235253430

Ahmedabad 9228202732

Ajmer 9261503888

Aligarh 7706008037

Prayagraj (Allahabad) 9235253403

Alwar 9521177944

Ambala 9253058711

Asansol 7430997115

Azamgarh 9208242842

Budaun 9627671787

Bahraich 9208249852

Balasore 9583185223

Ballia 9208243152

Banda 9554334847

Bengaluru 9538712808

Bareilly 9235253431

Basti 7706008031

Berhampur 9078907945

Bhagalpur 9204363221

Bhilai-Durg 8878783345

Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901

Bhubaneshwar 9237026745

Bijnor 7706008027

Bilaspur 8878817515

Bulandshahr 7706008030

Chandigarh 9256002024

Cuttack 7894013095

Darbhanga 9204303818

Dehradun 9236510116

Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515

Delhi Kingsway 9268561517

Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355

Delhi Munirka 9210092245

Delhi Rohini 9250239671

Deoria 9208248122

Dhanbad 9204979723

Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987

Etah 9208237386

Ayodhya (Faizabad) 9235253421

Faridabad 9643396140

Farrukhabad 7706008029

Fatehpur 9554330811

Firozabad 9208235736

Gaya 9234211469

Ghaziabad 9212229724

Ghazipur 9208244539

Gonda 9208250778

Gorakhpur 9235253400

Gurugram 9643396139

Guwahati 8134935078

Gwalior 9200377275

Haldwani 9208256021

Hardoi 9208248208

Haridwar 7706008034

Hisar 9253678050

Hoshangabad 8358831338

Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar

7032410704

Indore 7581800953

Jabalpur 9229174905

Air India Chief Rajiv Bansal has been promoted to the secretary-level rank.
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Jaipur 6386903166

Jammu 8317092664

Jamshedpur 8877187640

Jaunpur 9208244355

Jhansi 9235253424

Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484

Kanpur Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143

Karnal 8930175568

Kolkata 9230141497

Kurukshetra 9253678053

Lakhimpur 9208251562

Lucknow Alambagh 
PO

9235253501

Lucknow Bhootnath 9235253502

Lucknow Gomti Nagar 9235253548

Lucknow Mahanagar 
PO

9235253443

Lucknow Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028

Mainpuri 9208241450

Mathura 7706008072

Meerut 9235253448

Mirzapur 9628763418

Moradabad 9235253442

Mumbai 9221944071

Muzaffarnagar 7706008032

Muzaffarpur 9204303515

Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073

Nasik 9168512624

Noida 9953948834

Orai 9208237457

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305

Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660

Pune 9225231629

Raebareilly 9235253412

Raipur 9229174912

Rajkot 9979316870

Ranchi 9204855313

Rewa 7415690904

Roorkee 7706008033

Sagar 7509219781

Saharanpur 9235253445

Sambalpur 8594958962

Shahjahanpur 9208256201

Shimla 8894100342

Siliguri 7602742939

Sitapur 7706008028

Sultanpur 9208252915

Surat 9537360459

Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029

Vadodara 9537589477

Varanasi 9235253419

Vishakapatnam 9966593419

Warangal 8142230661

The government-appointed Pradip Kumar Tripathi as Secretary of Steel.
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D. Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D. Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha -
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sushil Chandra
   9. Director General, ITBP S S Deshwal
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner Sanjay Kothari
  11. Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajiv Mehrishi
  13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somanath
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director Rishi Kumar Shukla
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
  20. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  21. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K. N. Vyas
  22. Chairman, SSC Braj Raj Sharma
  23. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  24. Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India Vivek Joshi
  25. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Pramod Chandra Mody
  26. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  27. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  28. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  29. India’s permanent representative in UNO T S Tirumurti
  30. Home Secretary  Ajay Kumar Bhalla
  31. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  32. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N. K. Singh
  33. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
  34. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  35. President, ASSOCHAM Niranjan Hiranandani
  36. Chairman, NASSCOM UB Pravin Rao
  37. Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat
  38. Chief of Air Staff Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria
  39. Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Karambir Singh
  40. Chief of Army Staff General Manoj Mukund Naravane
  41. Chief, RAW Samant Goel
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre A.K. Mohanty
  43. National Commission for Scheduled Castes Ram Shankar Katheria
  44. President, FICCI Sandip Somany
  45. Chairman of 21st Law Commission Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. DG of National Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
  49. Finance Secretary  Ajay Bhushan Pandey
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Rajnish Kumar
Data as on 03rd June, 2020

Retired IAS officer Sanjay Kothari took oath as the Central Vigilance Commissioner 
(CVC) at a ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhavan.
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Super Cyclone Amphan in Odisha 
and West Bengal
Presently there is a strong tropical cyclone over the Bay of 
Bengal due to which East India as well as Bangladesh are 
also threatened. It is the first tropical cyclone of the north 
Indian Ocean cyclone season of 2020. This is the first time 
since October 1999 that a "super cyclone" has been formed 
in the Bay of Bengal, that is, after almost two decades 
when a super cyclone is formed in the Bay of Bengal. The 
last such super cyclone was formed in October 1999 when 
Odisha was hit by it and more than 10,000 people lost their 
lives.

Why this super cyclone was named 
Amphan?
Actually, the process of naming storms in the Atlantic 
region began in 1953. However, the name of the storm 
began in 2004 in eight countries in the Indian Ocean 
region. India took the initiative for this. The Indian Ocean 
region includes Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Myanmar, 
Oman, Pakistan, Thailand, and Sri Lanka. Iran, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Yemen were also added to this list 
in the year 2018.
This time Thailand has named this super cyclone as 
'Amphan'. Amphan means sky in the Thai language. In 
2004, the names of 64 storms were suggested. This is the 
last name of this list. Earlier, Hurricane Helen was named 
by Bangladesh. The name Nanuk was given by Myanmar. 
Hudhud was named by Oman. Nilofar and Varada were 
named by Pakistan. Pakistan had also given the name Titli 
to the storm in the Bay of Bengal recently.

What does super cyclone mean?
 Super Cyclone means a severe cyclone which causes great 
havoc in the areas en route. The cyclone gains strength 
from the sea. Then it moves towards the earth. Cyclones 
that form above the equator rotate in an anti-clockwise 
direction. Cyclones formed below the equator rotate 
clockwise. The reason for this is the rotation of the Earth 
on its own axis. In the language of science, they are called 

tropical cyclones. But the cyclones that usually arise from 
the Atlantic or Eastern Pacific Ocean are called hurricanes 
(hurricanes). A cyclone originating from the Indian Ocean 
is called a cyclone. The cyclone hits the surface of the 
Earth at a speed of 150 to 250 km with its intense velocity 
and energy. Due to this a severe thunderstorm comes. Trees 
and trees are uprooted. Sea water enters the coastal areas. 
Weak houses collapse. This causes damage to both life and 
property.

Why in NEWS?
According to the India Meteorological Department, the 
super cyclone 'Amphan', moving towards the southeast 
Bay of Bengal, may take the form of 'very severe cyclonic 
storm' in the coming time.
Based on the wind speed, the Indian Meteorological 
Department (IMD) classifies cyclones as cyclonic storms, 
severe cyclonic storms, very severe cyclonic storms, 
extremely severe super cyclones, and super cyclones. But 
what makes Amphan even more dangerous is that within 
18 hours it has changed from Category-1 Cyclone to 
Category-5 Cyclone. In this way one can say that a very 
strong cyclone is developing in the Bay of Bengal. Roxy 
Matthew Koll, who works as a climate scientist at the 
Indian Institute of Meteorology, Pune, says, "Our research 
has shown that high temperatures in the oceans are causing 
cyclones to move very fast in the north Indian Ocean. In 
the present case The Bay of Bengal has been particularly 
hot due to which a cyclone is coming first and then a super 
cyclone in a very short time. "
"The upper surface of the oceans around the world is 
warming due to global warming," says V. Vinoj, an 
assistant professor in the Department of Oceanic and 
Climate Sciences, School of Earth, IIT Bhubaneswar. It 
also extends to the maritime regions around the Indian 
region. True. This is a major reason for the increasing 
number of cyclonic activities in the Indian subcontinent 
before the monsoon. "
According to Sridhar Balasubramaniam, Associate 
Professor in the Department of Mechanical Engineering, 
IIT, Bombay, in addition to high sea surface temperatures, 

The Pakistan Navy has successfully test-fired anti-ship missiles in the North Arabian Sea.

Super Cyclone 
Amphan
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atmospheric waves also increase the speed of super cyclone 
Amphan. These atmospheric waves include convection-
coupled Kelvin wave (CCKW) and the Madden - Julian 
oscillation (MJO). "The sea surface temperature in the Gulf 
was very high till May 11, after which it slowly started to 
fall. But, the formation of Cyclone Amphan started from 
May 16," says Balasubramanian.
The reason for this is that by then the MJO had descended 
into our Indian Ocean basin and the combination of Kelvin 
waves had likewise decreased. He added, "The high-
surface temperatures of the oceans and these atmospheric 
waves further intensified the speed of cyclone Amphan. 
Although these waves have now withdrawn from the 
system and moved out of our basin, the cyclone has begun 
to weaken." Therefore, now the Amphan has weakened 
slightly. However, the danger has not yet been avoided. 
Either way the damage is going to be very high. Therefore, 
people living in low-lying areas need to be shifted to safe 
places on time. Providing them safe haven could save many 
lives. This way many lives were saved last May, when a 
cyclone hit Odisha. But the corona epidemic is a major 
challenge among them all. Salimul Haque, director of the 
International Center for Climate Change and Development, 
Bangladesh, says, "Lockdown and social distancing will be 
affected by Cyclone Amphan. It is almost impossible to 
follow the standards of social distancing at shelters."

Key Points
According to the notification issued in this regard, light 
to moderate rains are likely to occur at isolated places in 
coastal Odisha from May 18, 2020 evening, it was stated in 
the notification issued in this regard.
The coastal districts of West Bengal are also likely to receive 
light to moderate rainfall at different places on May 19, 
2020, it was stated in the notification issued in this regard.
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) advised 
fishermen to stay away from the coasts of West Bengal and 
Odisha from 18 to 21 May and those who are still at sea 
were asked to return by 17 May.
Meteorological Department warnings are mainly 
divided into three categories
(1) Yellow warning
(2) Orange alert
(3) Red alert
Yellow warning or cyclone alert is issued in coastal areas 
at least 48 hours before the possibility of adverse weather.
An 'Orange Alert' or 'Cyclone Warning' is issued in coastal 
areas at least 24 hours before the possibility of adverse 
weather.

The 'Red Alert' indicates the likely direction of the cyclone's 
motion after the landfall of the cyclone and the possibility 
of adverse weather in the terrain.
The Meteorological Department has issued a 'Yellow 
Warning' or 'Cyclone Alert' for Odisha and Bengal.

Cyclone and India
A cyclone is called a strong wind storm around low 
atmospheric pressure. The difference between cyclonic 
storms in the two hemispheres is that in the northern 
hemisphere, these cyclones move in the opposite direction 
of clock needles and in the southern hemisphere, clockwise.
In the northern hemisphere it is known by the names of 
hurricanes, typhoons etc.
It is important to note that most of the storms in India 
originate from the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal, 
which are called tropical cyclones. Tropical cyclones 
create high ocean waves due to their low pressure and 
the main effect of these cyclones is found in the coastal 
parts.

Naming of cyclones
The topic of naming cyclones has always been very 
important. Eight countries in the Indian Ocean region 
(Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka and Thailand) decide the names of the cyclones 
coming together.
Cyclones can be easily identified due to the naming of 
cyclones and this also helps in rescue operations. No names 
are repeated.
It is noteworthy that the current super cyclone 'Amphan' 
was named by Thailand.
Its naming started in the mid-1900s to alert people in time 
to the danger from the super cyclone.

Super Cyclone
The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) says that the 
highest speed of the storm can reach 220-240 (maximum 
265) kilometers per hour. When the wind speed is 220 
kilometers per hour or more, it is given the status of "Super 
Cyclone".
Fani cyclone hit Odisha in May last year, causing 
widespread damage to life and property.
According to the warning issued by the Meteorological 
Department of India (IMD), "This super cyclone has a very 
deadly and destructive capability. It can cause widespread 
damage to communications and electric poles, standing 
crops and roads."

Former Pakistan Women skipper Sana Mir has announced retirement from international 
cricket, bringing an end to a 15-year-long career.
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Q.1. Recently which of the batsman has won the Sir 
Richard Hadlee Medal as New Zealand's cricket 
player of the year?

 (1) Kane Williamson (2) Brendon McCullum

 (3) Martin Crowe  (4) Ross Taylor

 (5) Daniel Vettori

Q.2. Recently who has taken charge as the Secretary of 
the Department of Economic Affairs?

 (1) Rohit Bhalla  (2) Sachin Arora

 (3) Aditya Mehta  (4) Tarun Bajaj

 (5) Ashok Kumar

Q.3. Recently which state government has launched 
the 'Jagananna Vidya Deevena' scheme, in order 
to provide 100 percent fee reimbursement to all 
students across the state?

 (1) Andhra Pradesh (2) Madhya Pradesh

 (3) Rajasthan  (4) Odisha

 (5) Bihar

Q.4. What is the name of Professor of IIT Madras, who 
has been selected for the Nikkei Asia Prize 2020?

 (1) Atanu Chakraborty (2) Thalappil Pradeep

 (3) K Shiva Reddy (4) Vikas Reddy

 (5) Saurabh Sinha

Q.5. Moody’s Investors Service has slashed India’s 
GDP growth forecast for the calendar year 2020 
from 2.5% to-

 (1) 1.2% (2) 2.0% (3) 0.2%

 (4) 0.5% (5) 1.5%

Q.6. Which of the state has celebrated its statehood day 
on 1st May?

 (1) Himachal Pradesh (2) Uttar Pradesh

 (3) Maharashtra  (4) Bihar

 (5) Rajasthan

Q.7. Recently who has taken over the charge as 
Secretary to the Ministry of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises?

 (1) Apoorv Mittal (2) Arvind Kumar Sharma

 (3) Ajay Kumar Mishra (4) Deepak Agrawal

 (5) Keshav Gupta

Q.8. Every year World Tuna Day is observed on 2nd 
May by the United Nations to raise awareness 
about the importance of which species?

 (1) Tuna Frog  (2) Tuna Turtle

 (3) Tuna Duck  (4) Tuna Alligator

 (5) Tuna Fish

Q.9. A microwave steriliser named as “ATULYA” 
has been developed by the Defence Institute 
of Advanced Technology, Defence Institute of 
Advanced Technology is situated in which city?

 (1) Dehradun (2) Lucknow (3) Hyderabad

 (4) Pune (5) Noida

Q.10. Recently who has taken over the charge as 
Secretary to the Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways?

 (1) Giridhar Aramane (2) Sudhanshu Pandey

 (3) Devendra Kaushik (4) Manoj Kumar

 (5) Mahesh Bhatia

Q.11. Recently International Cricket Council has 
announced the ranking of cricket teams, India has 
ranked third, which country has secured the first 
position?

 (1) South Africa (2) Srilanka (3) England

 (4) Australia (5) New Zealand

Q.12. Recently which of the bank has released a song 
titled #HumHaarNahiMaanenge to keep hopes 
up amidst the ongoing national lockdown and 
Covid-19 pandemic?

 (1) ICICI Bank  (2) HDFC Bank

 (3) State Bank of India (4) Punjab National Bank

 (5) Indian Bank

Q.13. Recently who has been honoured of naming the 
NASA’s 1st Mars helicopter ‘Ingenuity’?

 (1) Vaneeza Rupani (2) Ayushi Bhatia

 (3) Soumya Kartikeyan (4) Rashmi Shukla

 (5) Sneha Sharma

Q.14. Former World Snooker Champion Peter Ebdon 
has announced his retirement from professional 
snooker, he is related to which country?

CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

Housing Development Finance Corp (HDFC) has acquired 6.43% stake in Reliance 
Capital by invoking pledged shares.
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 (1) Serbia (2) Croatia (3) England

 (4) Italy (5) Germany

Q.15. Renowned Kannada poet KS Nisar Ahmed has 
passed away recently, he was awarded by Padma 
Shree in which year?

 (1) 1998 (2) 2005 (3) 2008

 (4) 2015 (5) 2018

Q.16. Which country will launch its first Arktika-M 
satellite to monitor the Arctic climate by the end of 
2020?

 (1) USA (2) Germany (3) Russia

 (4) India (5) Japan

Q.17. Recently, who was appointed by the World Bank 
Group as Vice President of Integrity?

 (1) Mouhamadou Diagne

 (2) Dove Cameron

 (3) Dwayne Johnson

 (4) Edith Chabre

 (5) Agnes Buzyn

Q.18. Recently who has been appointed as chief risk 
officer with immediate effect of Yes Bank?

 (1) Neeraj Dhawan 

 (2) Vipul Yadav

 (3) Manvendra Kaushik

 (4) Archana Roy

 (5) Shivangi Joshi

Q.19. How much amount was approved by World Bank 
to coastal resources of India recently?

 (1) $200 Million  (2) $300 Million

 (3) $100 Million  (4) $500 Million

 (5) $400 Million

Q.20. Recently Geographical Indications Registry has 
given the Geographical Indication tag to saffron of 
which region?

 (1) Shimla (2) Kashmir (3) Sikar

 (4) Kochi (5) Mussoorie

Q.21. Recently which Institute has developed an Ultra 
Violet Disinfection Tower for rapid and chemical 
free disinfection of high infection prone areas?

 (1) Indian Space Research Organisation

 (2) Council of Scientific and Industrial Research

 (3) Department of Science and Technology

 (4) Indian Institute of Science

 (5) Defence Research and Development Organisation

Q.22. Recently the Tennis Integrity Unit has banned the 
tennis player Youssef Hossam from professional 
tennis for life, he is related to which country?

 (1) Egypt (2) Sweden (3) France

 (4) Chile (5) Poland

Q.23. Recently which state government has announced 
the inclusion of state’s whole population under the 
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule Jan Aarogya Yojana?

 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Gujarat

 (3) Maharashtra  (4) Bihar

 (5) Chhattisgarh

Q.24. Recently New Zealand Cricket has announced 
the Annual New Zealand Cricket Awards, which 
Cricketer has won ANZ International Men’s ODI 
Player of the Year?

 (1) Kane Williamson (2) Ross Taylor

 (3) Peter Coman  (4) Glenn Turner

 (5) John Parker

Q.25. Recently New Zealand Cricket has announced the 
Annual New Zealand Cricket Awards, which of 
the Cricketer has won ANZ International Women’s 
T20 Player of the Year?

 (1) Amelia Kerr  (2) Suzie Bates

 (3) Elyse Perry  (4) Sophie Devine

 (5) Katey Martin

Q.26. Every year World Asthma Day is celebrated across 
the world on-

 (1) First Monday of May

 (2) First Friday of May

 (3) First Tuesday of May

 (4) First Sunday of May

 (5) Second Sunday of May

Q.27. What is the name of an Indian-American advocate 
who has been nominated by US President Donald 
Trump as a federal court judge in New York recently?

Malayalam actor Ravi Vallathol, has passed away at the age of 67.
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 (1) Saritha Komatireddy

 (2) Shobhana Narasimhan

 (3) TS Kripalani

 (4) Vishwabhushan Rao

 (5) Manisha Pal

Q.28. Recently which state government has “Mukhya 
Mantri Shahari Rojgar Guarantee Yojna”, 
guaranteeing at least 120 days of employment to 
people living in urban areas?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Himachal Pradesh

 (3) Bihar  (4) Jharkhand

 (5) Rajasthan

Q.29. Recently which Union Minister has launched a 
multimedia guide on the Covid-19 disease named 
‘COVID Katha’?

 (1) Amit Shah

 (2) Sadananda Gowda

 (3) Dr. Harsh Vardhan

 (4) Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank

 (5) Narendra Singh Tomar

Q.30. Recently World Anti-Doping Agency has banned 
Indian discus thrower Sandeep Kumari for how 
many years after failing a drug test?

 (1) 2 years (2) 4 years (3) 3 years

 (4) 5 years (5) 6 years

Q.31. Recently who has been appointed as the Managing 
Director and Chief Executive of officer Max Bupa 
Health Insurance?

 (1) Govind Taneja

 (2) Manoj Rathi

 (3) Krishnan Ramachandran

 (4) Raghvendra Trivedi

 (5) Arvind Shukla

Q.32. Recently which state government has launched 
“Exit App” for stranded people of other states?

 (1) West Bengal  (2) Maharashtra

 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Haryana

 (5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.33. Recently who has been nominated to International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development as a 
representative of the United States?

 (1) Sudhir Shukla (2) Ashok Michael Pinto

 (3) Mahesh Sharma (4) Vinod Acharya

 (5) Nand Kishor Gupta

Q.34. Recently who has been honoured with the Young 
Career Award in Nano Science & Technology for 
the year 2020?

 (1) Gaurav Mishra (2) Saurabh Lodha

 (3) Alok Banerjee (4) Ratnesh Agrwal

 (5) Kusum Chaturvedi

Q.35. Recently which Union Minister has launched "Saras 
Collection" on the government's e-marketplace 
portal?

 (1) Dr. Harsh Wardhan

 (2) Amit Shah

 (3) Narendra Singh Tomar

 (4) Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank

 (5) Prahalad Singh Patel

Q.36. Recently Indian journalists Dar Yasin, Mukhtar 
Khan and Channi Anand have been honoured with 
the 2020 Pulitzer Prize, these journalists have won 
the award in which field?

 (1) Feature Photography

 (2) Audio Reporting

 (3) Photography

 (4) National Reporting

 (5) Specialized Reporting

Q.37. Recently who has been appointed by the 
government as a director on the central board of 
Reserve Bank of India?

 (1) Anoop Kumar (2) Aditya Singh

 (3) Angad Yadav  (4) Ayush Dwivedi

 (5) Tarun Bajaj

Q.38. Recently which state government has launched 
‘Ayush Kavach-Covid’ App, which will provide s 
for measures to boost immunity based on natural 
resources?

 (1) Gujarat  (2) Telangana

Renowned writer and poet Uttam Tupe died in Pune. He was 78.
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 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Jharkhand

 (5) Uttar Pradesh

Q.39. Recently Who has been appointed the new Director 
General of Federal Police by Brazilian President 
Jair Bolsonaro?

 (1) Rolando Alexandre de Souza

 (2) Ricardo Salles

 (3) Bento Costa Lima

 (4) Damares Alves

 (5) Marcelo Alvaro Antonio

Q.40. Recently New Zealand Cricket has announced 
the Annual New Zealand Cricket Awards, which 
Cricketer has won ANZ International Women’s 
ODI Player of the Year?

 (1) Amelia Kerr  (2) Suzie Bates

 (3) Elyse Perry  (4) Sophie Devine

 (5) Katey Martin

Q.41. Recently who has taken charge as the Director-
General of Labour Bureau in the Ministry of 
Labour and Employment?

 (1) AK Maheshwari (2) DPS Negi

 (3) Sanjeev Dixit  (4) Keshav Agrawal

 (5) Arvind Joshi

Q.42. Recently Adhir Ranjan Chaudhary has been re-
appointed as the Chairman of the Public Accounts 
Committee of Parliament, how many members are 
there in the Public Accounts Committee?

 (1) 30 (2) 25 (3) 22

 (4) 32 (5) 15

Q.43. Recently which state government has launched 
'Nigah' programmme to aware family members of 
migrant returnees?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Himachal Pradesh

 (3) Jharkhand  (4) West Bengal

 (5) Rajasthan

Q.44. Recently a defence public sector undertaking, 
Bharat Dynamics Ltd. Has inked pact with which 
of the IIT to make large-scale ventilators developed 
by NOCCA Robotics?

 (1) IIT Kanpur  (2) IIT Delhi

 (3) IIT Bombay  (4) IIT Mandi

 (5) IIT Madras

Q.45. Recently Mustafa Al Kadhimi has become the 
Prime Minister of which of the country?

 (1) Indonesia (2) Iraq (3) Iran

 (4) Afghanistan (5) Ghana

Q.46. Recently the Badminton World Champions 2020 
has been postponed to November 2021, it has been 
scheduled to be held in which country?

 (1) Italy (2) Australia (3) Japan

 (4) Spain (5) Qatar

Q.47. Recently which of the virtual program was 
presented by National Gallery of Modern Art New 
Delhi?

 (1) SARGAM KE NGMA SE

 (2) SURON KA NAGMA

 (3) SANGRAH KE NGMA SE

 (4) NGMA KE SANGRAH SE

 (5) NGMA KE SANGRAH SE

Q.48. Recently the book titled ‘Vijyant at Kargil: The 
Life of a Kargil Hero’ has been released, it is the 
Biography of which of the Captain?

 (1) Vijyant Thapar

 (2) Vikram Batra

 (3) Yogendra Singh Yadav

 (4) Digendra Kumar

 (5) Rajesh Adhikari

Q.49. Recently who has assumed the command of the 
Army Training Command (ARTRAC)?

 (1) Lt Gen Abhishek Singh

 (2) Lt Gen Ajeet Upadhyay

 (3) Lt Gen Vaibhav Naik

 (4) Lt Gen Hemant Khurana

 (5) Lt Gen Raj Shukla

Q.50. Recently which country has claimed to develop the 
first potential vaccine candidate that neutralised the 
virus in human cells?

 (1) Israel (2) India (3) Spain

 (4) Germany (5) Italy

Coronavirus survivor Kanika Kapoor has become the most-searched female celebrity in 
India amid lockdown, as per a report by Yahoo India.
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Q.51. Recently United Nations Environment Programme 
has extended the term of its Goodwill Ambassador 
of India till 2022, who is the Goodwill Ambassador 
of India?

 (1) Priyanka Chopara (2) Anushka Sharma

 (3) Dia Mirza  (4) Deepika Padukone

 (5) Alia Bhatt

Q.52. Recently Defence Research and Development 
Organisation has installed its Ultra Violet 
disinfection chamber at which Airport?

 (1) Cochin International Airport

 (2) Indira Gandhi International Airport

 (3) Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International 
Airport

 (4) Vellore Airport

 (5) Chaudhary Charan Singh International Airport

Q.53. Recently which country has successfully launched 
a new rocket “Long March 5B”?

 (1) Russia (2) Japan (3) Germany

 (4) Spain (5) China

Q.54. Recently Indian Institute of Technology Alumni 
Council has launched a “COVID-19 test bus” in 
which city?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Chennai (3) Jaipur

 (4) Ahmadabad (5) Mumbai

Q.55. Recently PNB Housing Finance has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with which of 
the IIT to support Research & Development for 
reusable Personal Protective Equipment to be 
supplied to government hospitals?

 (1) IIT Delhi (2) IIT Kanpur (3) IIT Madras

 (4) IIT Roorkee (5) IIT Guwahati

Q.56. Recently which state government has increased the 
retirement age of the government staff, teachers 
and those in public sector units from 58 years to 59 
years?

 (1) Andhra Pradesh (2) Tamil Nadu

 (3) Odisha  (4) Assam

 (5) Kerala

Q.57. Recently which of the organisation has launched 
a campaign titled ”Surakshit Dada-Dadi & Nana-

Nani Abhiyan” to ensure well-being of senior 
citizens of the country?

 (1) Ministry of Home Affairs

 (2) Department Family Welfare

 (3) Department of AYUSH

 (4) NITI Aayog

 (5) Defence Research and Development 
Organisation

Q.58. According to a study by the Internet and Mobile 
Association of India titled 'Digital in India', which 
State/UT topped the highest Internet penetration 
rate among all states of India?

 (1) Maharashtra (2) Delhi (3) Karnataka

 (4) Kerala (5) Chandigarh

Q.59. Recently which state has become the first state in 
the country to provide mid-day meal ration?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Bihar

 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Chhattisgarh

 (5) Rajasthan

Q.60. Every year World Thalassaemia Day is observed 
globally to raise awareness about thalassaemia 
disease on-

 (1) 13th May (2) 10th May (3) 8th May

 (4) 5th May (5) 3rd May

Q.61. Recently who has inaugurated 80 km link road for 
Kailash Mansarovar through video-conferencing?

 (1) Amit Shah  (2) Narendra Modi

 (3) Rajnath Singh (4) Narendra Singh Tomar

 (5) Dharmendra Pradhan

Q.62. Recently how much loan has been approved by 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank to support 
India's efforts to fight the coronavirus pandemic?

 (1) USD 100 million (2) USD 250 million

 (3) USD 500 million (4) USD 800 million

 (5) USD 300 million

Q.63. Recently the Coir Board signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with which IIT, which aims to set 
up a Centre of Excellence for Coir Applications?

 (1) IIT Madras (2) IIT Kanpur (3) IIT Delhi

 (4) IIT Bombay (5) IIT Patna

Amit Khare, a 1985-batch IAS officer of the Jharkhand cadre, assumed charge as Secretary 
in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting for a second time.
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Q.64. What is the theme of World Migratory Day 2020 
which is every year celebrated on 9 May?

 (1) Birds Connect our World

 (2) Protect Birds

 (3) Unifying our Voices for Bird Conservation

 (4) Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic 
Pollution

 (5) Migratory Birds and Tourism

Q.65. Recently the Ministry of Defence signed a contract 
with the TATA POWER SED to modernize 
infrastructure of how many airfields of Indian Air 
Force?

 (1) 30 (2) 37 (3) 25

 (4) 40 (5) 20

Q.66. Moody has slashed India’s GDP growth for the 
Financial Year 21 is-

 (1) 1.0% (2) 0.0% (3) 0.5%

 (4) 1.9% (5) 1.5%

Q.67. Recently India has signed an MoUs with which 
country in the field of coking coal?

 (1) Japan (2) UAE (3) Germany

 (4) China (5) Russia

Q.68. Which state has become the first state to provide 
facility of beds with ventilators in each district of 
state?

 (1) Gujarat (2) Telangana (3) Punjab

 (4) Haryana (5) Uttar Pradesh

Q.69. What is the name of the Co-founder of the Kodava 
Hockey Festival, who has passed away recently?

 (1) Pandanda Kuttappa (2) KS Nisar Ahmad

 (3) RV Smith  (4) Chuni Goswami

 (5) Ronny Roy

Q.70. Recently which state government has launched a 
“Pravasi Raahat Mitra” App to connect migrants 
with schemes and jobs?

 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Jharkhand

 (3) Tamil Nadu  (4) Uttar Pradesh

 (5) West Bengal

Q.71. Recently International Hockey Federation has 
extended the term of its President until May 2021, 

who is the President of International Hockey 
Federation?

 (1) Manu Sahani  (2) Shashank Manohar

 (3) Akshat Jain  (4) Narinder Batra

 (5) Abhay Kumar Pathak

Q.72. Recently which state government has decided to 
suspend majority of the labour laws for a period of 
1000 days or over 3 years to attract investment?

 (1) Andhra Pradesh (2) Rajasthan

 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Jharkhand

 (5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.73. Recently which organization has developed 
automated UV systems to sanitise electronic 
gadgets, papers & currency notes?

 (1) Indian Council of Medical Research

 (2) Defence Research and Development Organisation

 (3) Bharat Biotech International Limited

 (4) Department of Science and Technology

 (5) Raman Research Institute

Q.74. After successfully tested which of the nuclear 
missile, every year National Technology Day is 
celebrated on 11 May across India?

 (1) Smiling Buddha (2) Shakti-I

 (3) Pokhran II  (4) Shakti-III

 (5) Pokhran I

Q.75. Recently which of the Insurance Company has 
launched the standard health insurance policy 
named “Aarogya Sanjeevani Health Insurance 
Policy”?

 (1) HDFC Standard Life Insurance

 (2) PNB MetLife India Insurance

 (3) State Bank of India General Insurance

 (4) ICICI Prudential Life Insurance

 (5) IDBI Federal Life Insurance

Q.76. Recently the World Health Organization and 
the United Nation postal agency released 
commemorative Postage Stamp on which number 
anniversary of the eradication of smallpox?

 (1) 40th (2) 51st (3) 35th

 (4) 25th (5) 70th

Justice Biswanath Somadder was sworn in as the new Chief Justice of the Meghalaya High 
Court.
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Q.77. Eminent Historian Hari Shankar Vasudevan has 
passed away recently, he was related to which 
state?

 (1) Odisha (2) Bihar (3) Rajasthan

 (4) Tamil Nadu (5) West Bengal

Q.78. Recently which of the Institute has developed first 
indigenous Elisa test kit for Covid-19?

 (1) National Institute of Science

 (2) Indian Institute of Science

 (3) Indian Council of Medical Research

 (4) National Institute of Virology

 (5) Ministry of Science

Q.79. Recently which state government has formed a 
panel under ex-RBI Governor C Rangarajan to 
improve fiscal position?

 (1) Tamil Nadu (2) Kerala (3) Assam

 (4) Maharashtra (5) Punjab

Q.80. What is the name of the Mission which has started 
by Government of India to provide assistance to 
Eastern Indian Ocean Region Nations amid the 
coronavirus crisis?

 (1) Mission Samudra (2) Mission Sagar

 (3) Mission Shakti (4) Mission Maha Sagar

 (5) Mission Naval

Q.81. Recently which country has named a street in Tel 
Aviv after celebrated Indian poet Rabindranath 
Tagore as a tribute on his 159th birthday?

 (1) Myanmar (2) Singapore (3) Israel

 (4) Bangladesh (5) Iran

Q.82. Recently which of the Airport has won SKYTRAX 
Award for Best Regional Airport in India and 
Central Asia?

 (1) Kempegowda International Airport

 (2) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport

 (3) Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International 
Airport

 (4) Indira Gandhi International Airport

 (5) Vellore Airport

Q.83. Recently who has launched Central University of 
Odisha Helpline “Bharosa”?

 (1) Navin Patnaik

 (2) Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank

 (3) Dr. Harshwardhan

 (4) Ganeshi Lal

 (5) Amit Shah

Q.84. Recently which state government has launched 
country’s first ever ‘FIR Aapke Dwar Yojana’?

 (1) Arunachal Pradesh (2) West Bengal

 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Haryana

 (5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.85. Recently who has been appointed by Google Cloud 
as its Vice President (Engineering) in India?

 (1) Ajay Trivedi  (2) Vaibhav Pandey

 (3) Anoop Chaurasiya (4) Sudhir Agrawal

 (5) Anil Bhansali

Q.86. Recently who has assumed charge as Secretary in 
the Ministry of New & Renewable Energy?

 (1) Indu Shekhar Chaturvedi

 (2) Tarun Bajaj

 (3) Sumit Lodha

 (4) Harivansh Pandey

 (5) Hemant Kaushik

Q.87. Every year International Nurse Day is observed at 
the birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale on 
which date?

 (1) 10th May (2) 14th May (3) 12th May

 (4) 8th May (5) 5th May

Q.88. Recently “Pranavayu Programme” was launched 
in which city to create awareness about respiratory 
health?

 (1) Mumbai (2) Jaipur (3) New Delhi

 (4) Bengaluru (5) Chennai

Q.89. Recently which of the Para-athlete has announced 
her retirement from Paralympics games in order 
to serve as the office-bearer in the Paralympic 
Committee of India?

 (1) Sharad Kumar (2) Amit Kumar Saroha

 (3) Suyash Jadhav (4) Deepa Malik

 (5) Varun Singh Bhati

Domestic rating agency CRISIL lowered its estimate of India's 2020-2021 economic growth to 
1.8 percent.
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Q.90. Recently “Atal Pension Yojana” has completed 5 
years of its implementation on which date?

 (1) 11th May (2) 9th May (3) 7th May

 (4) 5th May (5) 12th May

Q.91. How much financial package was announced by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 12th May to 
deal with the coronavirus pandemic?

 (1) Rs 200 lakh crore (2) Rs 20 lakh crore

 (3) Rs 100 lakh crore (4) Rs 50 lakh crore

 (5) Rs 2 lakh crore

Q.92. Recently which state’s Sohrai Khovar painting has 
received the Geographical Indication tag from the 
Geographical Indications Registry?

 (1) Bihar (2) West Bengal

 (3) Telangana (4) Chhattisgarh

 (5) Jharkhand

Q.93. Recently which country has won the FIDE Chess.
com Online Nations Cup title?

 (1) Russia (2) USA (3) France

 (4) Italy (5) China

Q.94. Recently who has become the first Indian to win 
Fed Cup Heart Award 2020 for Asia/Oceania zone?

 (1) Sania Mirza  (2) Mahesh Bhupati

 (3) Saina Nehwal  (4) Leander Paes

 (5) Rohan Bopanna

Q.95. Recently Deutsche Welle Freedom of Speech 
Award 2020 was announced, which Indian 
journalist has won the Deutsche Welle Freedom of 
Speech Award?

 (1) Alok Sharma  (2) Siddharth Varadarajan

 (3) Sandeep Acharya (4) Narendra SiInha

 (5) Devendra Shukla

Q.96. Recently who has been appointed the new chairman 
of the Central Board of Secondary Education?

 (1) Anurag Tripathi (2) Shailendra Naidu

 (3) Aditya Kapoor (4) Manoj Ahuja

 (5) Avinash Singh

Q.97. Recently Cyclist Remy Di Gregorio has been 
banned for 4 years by the International Cycling 
Union, he is related to which Country?

 (1) Spain (2) Serbia (3) Italy

 (4) France (5) Canada

Q.98. Recently which country has successfully launched 
two satellites to test the space-based Internet of 
Things communications technology?

 (1) Russia (2) Japan (3) China

 (4) USA (5) South Korea

Q.99. What is the name of the former National Table 
Tennis Champion, who has passed away recently?

 (1) Manmeet Singh Walia

 (2) Hari Shankar Vasudevan

 (3) Hardeep Singh

 (4) Pankaj Mehta

 (5) Narendra Batra

Q.100. FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup India 2020 
has been postponed to 2021 due to coronavirus 
pandemic, it will be organized in which 
country?

 (1) India (2) Qatar (3) China

 (4) Pakistan (5) France

Q.101. What is the rank of India in Global Energy 
Transition Index which is released by the World 
Economic Forum recently?

 (1) 74th (2) 57th (3) 69rd

 (4) 44th (5) 64th

Q.102. Recently, how much amount of loan was sanctioned 
by New Development Bank to India to fight 
COVID-19

 (1) USD 1 Million (2) USD 2 Million

 (3) USD 1 Billion (4) USD 2 Billion

 (5) USD 5 Million

Q.103. Recently which state government has launched 
“HOPE” portal to help unemployed youth to get 
jobs opportunities?

 (1) Uttarakhand  (2) Uttar Pradesh

 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Jharkhand

 (5) Chhattisgarh

Q.104. Recently which of the Indian Boxer was re-
inducted into the Disciplinary Panel of National 
Anti-Doping Agency’s (NADA)?

Assam Governor Jagdish Mukhi assumed charge of the administration of the Bodoland 
Territorial Council (BTC).
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 (1) Mary Kom  (2) Jitendra Kumar

 (3) Vijendra Singh (4) Akhil Kumar

 (5) Shiva Thapa

Q.105. Recently TVS Group and which IIT jointly 
developed an automated respiratory assist device 
"Sundaram Ventago"?

 (1) IIT Madras (2) IIT Kanpur (3) IIT Patna

 (4) IIT Bombay (5) IIT Mandi

Q.106. Recently who has been appointed as the new Director-
General of Archaeological Survey of India?

 (1) Vidyawati Mittal (2) V. Vidyavathi

 (3) Kusum Chaturvedi (4) Sarvesh Mishra

 (5) Yogendra Mehra

Q.107. Recently which of the country has developed 
‘iFeel-You’ bracelet for social distancing?

 (1) Spain (2) France (3) Singapore

 (4) Malaysia (5) Italy

Q.108. Recently the government has announced how much 
reduction in TDS/TCS rates till March 31, 2021?

 (1) 10 % (2) 20 % (3) 30 %

 (4) 25 % (5) 35 %

Q.109. How much amount of assistance has been given 
to India by the US Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention recently?

 (1) $3.6 million  (2) $3.0 million

 (3) $4.5 million  (4) $2.3 million

 (5) $1.6 million

Q.110. Recently which state has become the first state in 
India to regulate cultivation of crops?

 (1) Odisha (2) West Bengal (3) Telangana

 (4) Karnataka (5) Maharashtra

Q.111. Recently which of the Lieutenant Commander was 
awarded by the Vice Admiral G.M. Hiranandani 
Memorial Rolling Trophy for the year 2020?

 (1) Akshay Kumar (2) Mohit Chawala

 (3) Rohit Bhalla  (4) Pramod Shankar

 (5) Dinesh Sharma

Q.112. Which city’s All India Radio has started 
broadcasting a daily special programme ‘Covid-19 
par Dainik Jankari, from14 May at 4.45 pm daily?

 (1) Mumbai  (2) New Delhi

 (3) Ahmedabad  (4) Bhopal

 (5) Itanagar

Q.113. Recently which state government has decided to 
confer the Karmaveer Medal on all Policemen 
who have served for thirty days in the fight against 
Corona?

 (1) Maharashtra  (2) Gujarat

 (3) Uttarakhand  (4) Madhya Pradesh

 (5) Chhattisgarh

Q.114. Padma Bhushan recipient and Professor 
Anisuzzaman has passed away recently, he was 
related to which country?

 (1) Pakistan  (2) Afghanistan

 (3) Bangladesh  (4) Srilanka

 (5) Maldives

Q.115. MoneyGram Payment System has tied up with 
which bank to offer a cost-effective direct-to-bank 
account credit option for customers in India?

 (1) Federal Bank  (2) IndusInd Bank

 (3) HDFC Bank  (4) ICICI Bank

 (5) Axis Bank

Q.116. Recently how much amount was approved by 
World Bank to India to accelerate COVID-19 
social protection response programme?

 (1) $2 billion (2) $1 million (3) $2 billion

 (4) $1 billion (5) $5 million

Q.117. Roberto Azevedo has resigned from his post, he 
served as the Chief of which of the organization?

 (1) World Health Organization

 (2) World Trade Organization

 (3) Asian Development Bank

 (4) World Bank

 (5) United Nation Organization

Q.118. Recently which of the social media has made 
it official to let its employees work from home 
forever?

 (1) Facebook (2) YouTube (3) LinkedIn

 (4) Google (5) Instagram

Aiming to ease liquidity pressures on mutual funds, the RBI has announced a special 
liquidity facility of `50,000 crore for mutual funds.
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Pakistan batsman Umar Akmal has been banned from all forms of cricket for three years 

over corruption charges.

Q.119. Recently which of the cricketer has been appointed 
by Pakistan Cricket Board as new ODI captain?

 (1) Nadeem Khan (2) Babar Azam

 (3) Abid Ali  (4) Saad Ali

 (5) Asif Ali

Q.120. Recently which State Government has launched 
‘Matir Smristi’ scheme to utilise 50,000 acres of 
barren land in 6 districts?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Rajasthan

 (3) Odisha  (4) West Bengal

 (5) Telangana

Q.121. Recently Slovenia has become the first nation in 
Europe to declare an official end to the COVID-19 
pandemic, what is the capital of Slovenia?

 (1) Minsk (2) Riga (3) Valletta

 (4) Ljubljana (5) Lisbon

Q.122. Recently the government has announced how 
much amount to support micro food enterprises 
under Aatmanirbhar Bharat economic package?

 (1) Rs 20,000 crore (2) Rs 30,000 crore

 (3) Rs 10,000 crore (4) Rs 15,000 crore

 (5) Rs 5,000 crore

Q.123. Recently a how much loan agreement for a project 
has been signed by the Government of India, 
the Government of West Bengal and the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank?

 (1) US$ 100 million (2) US$ 125 million

 (3) US$ 145 million (4) US$ 160 million

 (5) US$ 200 million

Q.124. Recently Ulrike Lunacek has resigned amid 
mounting criticism and disappointment with her 
performance in the coronavirus crisis, she was the 
culture minister of which country?

 (1) Austria (2) Brussels (3) Portugal

 (4) Spain (5) Italy

Q.125. Recently which State/Ut’s Police has launched an 
equipment “Thermal Corona Combat Headgear” in 
collaboration with Indian Robotics Solution?

 (1) Chandigarh  (2) Delhi

 (3) Chhattisgarh  (4) Jammu & Kashmir

 (5) Uttarakhand

Q.126. Recently “GOAL” programme has been launched 
by the Union Minister for Tribal Affairs Shri Arjun 
Munda what is the full form of ‘GOAL’?

 (1) Going Online As Lenders

 (2) Going Outside As Leaders

 (3) Going Office As Leaders

 (4) Going Outside As Lenders

 (5) Going Online As Leaders

Q.127. Recently how much amount was announced 
by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman for 
Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development 
Fund?

 (1) Rs 15,000 crore (2) Rs 10,000 crore

 (3) Rs 25,000 crore (4) Rs 20,000 crore

 (5) Rs 30,000 crore

Q.128. Veteran Bengali author Debesh Roy has passed 
away recently, he was awarded with the Sahitya 
Akademi award for which of novel?

 (1) Dibaratrir Kabya

 (2) Panchyajanya

 (3) Teesta Parer Brittanto

 (4) Purna Apurna

 (5) Devdas

Q.129. The International Day of Light is celebrated every 
year on which date?

 (1) 12th May (2) 10th May (3) 8th May

 (4) 16th May (5) 18th May

Q.130. In order to boost immunity during pandemic, 
Spirulina groundnut Chikki has been developed by 
the Central Food Technological Research Institute, 
where is the Central Food Technological Research 
Institute situated?

 (1) Dehradun, Uttarakhand

 (2) Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

 (3) Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

 (4) Mysore, Karnataka

 (5) Mumbai, Maharashtra

Q.131. Researchers of which country’s History Museum 
have discovered a new parasitic fungus species via 
Twitter?
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 (1) Scotland (2) Denmark (3) Sweden

 (4) Iceland (5) Portugal

Q.132. Recently who has been appointed as the Chairman, 
Central Pollution Control Board?

 (1) Siddharth Shankar (2) Shiv Das Meena

 (3) Ajay Mathur  (4) Manoj Ahuja

 (5) Avinash Saxena

Q.133. Recently who has been appointed as the Managing 
Director of the Jammu and Kashmir Bank?

 (1) Akhil Kumar  (2) Mohammad Iqbal

 (3) Shekhar Sharma (4) Zubair Iqbal

 (5) Tushar Arora

Q.134. Former rugby league captain Arthur Summons 
has passed away recently, he was related to which 
country?

 (1) Australia  (2) England

 (3) South Africa  (4) New Zealand

 (5) Zimbabwe

Q.135. Which of the state has celebrated its 45th Statehood 
Day on 16 May?

 (1) Assam (2) Sikkim (3) Tripura

 (4) Bihar (5) Odisha

Q.136. Hossein Kazempour Ardebili has passed away 
recently, he was the representative of Organisation 
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries of which 
country?

 (1) Qatar (2) Saudi Arabia (3) Iran

 (4) Kuwait (5) Gabon

Q.137. Recently who has secured the fifth term as the 
Israeli Prime Minister?

 (1) Ali Khamenei 

 (2) Barham Salih

 (3) Benjamin Netanyahu

 (4) Mahmoud Abbas

 (5) Halimah Yacob

Q.138. International Museum Day is celebrated across the 
world to create awareness about the museum and 
their role in society on which date?

 (1) 10th May (2) 12th May (3) 14th May

 (4) 16th May (5) 18th May

Q.139. Recently the National Disaster Management 
Authority has created a new online dashboard 
named as “National Migrant Information System”, 
where is the headquarter of National Disaster 
Management Authority?

 (1) Hyderabad (2) Bengaluru (3) Chennai

 (4) Kolkata (5) New Delhi

Q.140. Noted litterateur, dramatist, theatre personality 
and National Award-winning director, Ratnakar 
Matkari has passed away recently, he was related 
to which state?

 (1) Maharashtra  (2) Uttar Pradesh

 (3) West Bengal  (4) Madhya Pradesh

 (5) Odisha

Q.141. Recently which state government has launched 
“Charan Paduka” campaign for the migrant 
labourers moving through the state?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Bihar

 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Maharashtra

 (5) Chhattisgarh

Q.142. Recently who has been appointed as the new 
director-general of the National Real Estate 
Development Council?

 (1) Rajesh Goel  (2) Vijay Arora

 (3) Rohit Verma  (4) Sanjay Khare

 (5) Sumit Mishra

Q.143. Recently Chinese smartphone maker OPPO 
announced a partnership with which telecom 
company to boost 5G adoption in the world?

 (1) Vodafone (2) Airtel (3) BSNL

 (4) Reliance Jio (5) MTNL

Q.144. Recently which bank has started a special business 
vertical dedicated to gold loans to meet the financial 
needs of its customers due to the COVID-19 
pandemic?

 (1) State Bank of India

 (2) Union Bank of India

 (3) Canara Bank

 (4) Indian Bank

 (5) Punjab National Bank

PhonePe's Singapore entity PhonePe Pte Ltd has received a fund infusion of $28 million 
from parent Flipkart.
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Q.145. Recently which state government has launched 
the ‘Indira Priyadarshini Baby Kit’ distribution 
programme to newborn girls born in state hospitals?

 (1) Haryana (2) Rajasthan (3) Gujarat

 (4) Uttar Pradesh (5) West Bengal

Q.146. Kotak Mahindra Bank has become the first bank in 
India to allow video Know Your Customer, where 
is headquarter of the Kotak Mahindra Bank?

 (1) New Delhi (2) Chennai (3) Mumbai

 (4) Kolkata (5) Lucknow

Q.147. Recently in which country the Bundesliga primary 
football league has become the world’s first major 
sports event to resume after COVID-19 lockdown?

 (1) Brazil (2) Mexico (3) Croatia

 (4) Germany (5) Spain

Q.148. Recently how much fund was released by 
NABARD for Kharif and pre-monsoon operations?

 (1) Rs 20,000 crores (2) Rs 30,500 crores

 (3) Rs 20,500 crores (4) Rs 30,000 crores

 (5) Rs 10,500 crores

Q.149. Recently the International Cricket Council’s 
Cricket Committee has recommended banning 
on the use of saliva to shine the ball, who is the 
Chairman of International Cricket Council?

 (1) Manu Sahney  (2) Mushtaque Ahmad

 (3) Jay Shah  (4) Shashank Manohar

 (5) Navdeep Suri

Q.150. The theme of World Hypertension Day 2020 is 
Measure Your Blood Pressure, Control It, Live 
Longer, it is celebrated on which date?

 (1) 17th May (2) 11th May (3) 15th May

 (4) 4th May (5) 7th May

Q.151. Recently who has been elected to 2021 Class of 
Golf Hall of Fame?

 (1) Marion Hollins (2) Tiger Wooods

 (3) Annika Sorenstam (4) Ani Raynor

 (5) Bobby Jones

Q.152. Recently has been appointed as Baroda’s Ranji 
team coach and Director of Cricket?

 (1) Dav Whatmore (2) Shashank Manohar

 (3) Sanjay Bangar (4) John Wright

 (5) Greg Chappell

Q.153. Recently which state has become the first Indian 
State to Geotag Community Kitchens & Shelters?

 (1) Chhattisgarh  (2) Kerala

 (3) Maharashtra  (4) Assam

 (5) Uttar Pradesh

Q.154. Gene Deitch has passed away recently, he won the 
Oscar award for which animated short movie in 
1961?

 (1) Munro  (2) Hunky and Spunky

 (3) The Dreag  (4) Evolution

 (5) The Street

Q.155. Recently which State Government has launched 
‘COVAAS’, a mobile application to address all the 
COVID-19 related issues?

 (1) Arunachal Pradesh (2) Andhra Pradesh

 (3) Odisha  (4) Sikkim

 (5) Assam

Q.156. Fitch Solution has slashed India’s economic growth 
forecast to for the financial year 2020-21 is-

 (1) 2.0% (2) 2.8% (3) 1.0%

 (4) 2.5% (5) 1.8%

Q.157. Which IIT has developed and designed a 'Wardbot' 
to deliver medicines and food to the isolation 
ward of COVID19 patients without any human 
intervention?

 (1) IIT Roorkee  (2) IIT Guwahati

 (3) IIT Kanpur  (4) IIT Ropar

 (5) IIT Bombay

Q.158. Recently which country has stopped its funding to 
World Health Organization?

 (1) Russia (2) Malaysia (3) USA

 (4) China (5) Italy

Q.159. Recently who has been appointed as the Director of 
Cricket South Africa?

 (1) Jimmy Cook  (2) Allan Donald

 (3) Graeme Smith (4) Andrew Hudson

 (5) Steven Jack

Padma Shri award winning Bollywood actor Irrfan Khan passed away.
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Q.160. Recently which tool was launched by Google to 
create Videos?

 (1) Video Maker  (2) Video Creator

 (3) Video Editor  (4) Video Builder

 (5) Video Designer

Q.161. Recently Prime Minister of Lesotho Thomas 
Thabane has formally resigned from the post, 
where is the capital of Lesotho?

 (1) Maseru (2) Warsaw (3) Abuja

 (4) Riga (5) Baku

Q.162. Recently who has been appointed the chairman 
of the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (NABARD)?

 (1) Yogendra Mishra (2) K.L. Meena

 (3) Siddharth Malhotra (4) Amit Goyal

 (5) Govinda Rajulu Chintala

Q.163. Recently Union Cabinet has approved Pradhan 
Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana, who is the Union 
Minister of Fisheries?

 (1) Gajendra Singh Sekhawat

 (2) Shri Giriraj Singh

 (3) Srpad Yaso Naik

 (4) Prahalad Joshi

 (5) Arjun Munda

Q.164. Recently who has been awarded by the Alexander 
Dalrymple Award 2019?

 (1) Vinay Badhwar (2) G.M. Hiranandani

 (3) Akshay Kumar (4) Saurabh Lodha

 (5) T Pradeep

Q.165. Every year World Bee Day is observed globally on 
which date?

 (1) 10th May (2) 15th May (3) 20th May

 (4) 12th May (5) 8th May

Q.166. Recently which country has provided USD 2 
million aid for the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency working for the welfare of Palestinian 
refugees?

 (1) USA (2) Russia (3) China

 (4) India (5) Italy

Q.167. Recently Benny Gantz was sworn in as the alternate 
Prime Minister of which country?

 (1) Brazil  (2) Zimbabwe

 (3) South Korea  (4) Israel

 (5) Iceland

Q.168. Recently how much amount has been announced 
by China to provide over two years to fight the 
coronavirus pandemic at WHO assembly?

 (1) USD 2 million (2) USD 2 billion

 (3) USD 4 million (4) USD 4 billion

 (5) USD 1 billion

Q.169. According to a report by Comparisun, who could 
be the world’s first trillionaire by 2026?

 (1) Mark Zuckerberg (2) Jack Ma

 (3) Jeff Bezos  (4) Bill Gates

 (5) Warren Buffett

Q.170. Recently which state government has decided to 
cover landless agro-labourers under the second 
phase of the ''Rajiv Gandhi Kisaan Nyay Yojana''?

 (1) Rajasthan  (2) Punjab

 (3) Tamil Nadu  (4) Kerala

 (5) Chhattisgarh

Q.171. Recently which State Government has rolled 
out “e-sanjeevani-opd” for free online medical 
consultation to sick people?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Madhya Pradesh

 (3) Arunachal Pradesh (4) Assam

 (5) Himachal Pradesh

Q.172. Recently who was appointed as the Secretary 
to President Ram Nath Kovind, according to a 
Personnel Ministry order?

 (1) Kapil Dev Tripathi (2) Shrikant Shukla

 (3) Avinash Dwivedi (4) Jagdish Agrawal

 (5) Pradeep Saxena

Q.173. Recently Rudratej Singh has passed away, he was 
the President and CEO of which Multinational 
Company?

 (1) IBM (2) Renault (3) Ford

 (4) BMW (5) Nissan
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Florida. He was 52.

Q.174. Recently who won the Formula One Esports 
Chinese Virtual Grand Prix championship?

 (1) Charles Leclerc (2) Lewis Hamilton

 (3) Gilles Villeneuve (4) Lando Norris

 (5) Daniel Ricciardo

Q.175. Recently which bank started a new feature of voice 
banking services on Amazon Alexa and Google 
Assistant for their customers?

 (1) Union Bank of India

 (2) HDFC Bank

 (3) State Bank of India

 (4) ICICI Bank

 (5) Axis Bank

Q.176. A Book titled Shuttling to the Top “The Story of 
P.V. Sindhu” was released recently, who is the 
author of this book?

 (1) Radhe Shyam Das (2) V. Krishnaswamy

 (3) Devendra Sharma (4) Anil Chaturvedi

 (5) Shantanu Shukla

Q.177. Recently which Union minister launched the 
National list of intangible cultural heritage of India 
in New Delhi?

 (1) Narendra Singh Tomat

 (2) Dr. Harsh Wardhan

 (3) Gajendra Singh Sekhawat

 (4) Prahlad Singh Patel

 (5) Amit Shah

Q.178. Recently which State Government launched 
the “Chief Minister COVID-19 Yoddha Kalyan 
Yojana’?

 (1) Rajasthan  (2) Madhya Pradesh

 (3) Haryana  (4) Maharashtra

 (5) Odisha

Q.179. Border Roads Organisation has constructed 430 
feet long bailey “Daporijo bridge” over which river 
in Arunachal Pradesh’?

 (1) Lohit River  (2) Dibang River

 (3) Bramhaputra River (4) Subansiri River

 (5) Tirap River

Q.180. Recently Laisenia Qarase has passed away, he was 
the former Prime Minister of which country?

 (1) Cuba (2) Spain (3) Tanzania

 (4) Algeria (5) Fiji

Q.181. Recently who has been appointed as the Chief 
Executive Officer of Huawei Telecommunications 
India?

 (1) Jay Chen  (2) David Li

 (3) Varun Berry  (4) Tapan Singhel

 (5) Garo H. Armen

Q.182. Recently which IIT has developed a high-speed 
magnetic Random Access Memory?

 (1) IIT Ropar  (2) IIT Kanpur

 (3) IIT Guwahati  (4) IIT Bombay

 (5) IIT Mandi

Q.183. Recently who has launched an interactive platform 
called ‘COVID INDIA SEVA’ to provide real time 
solutions to Covid-19 related queries?

 (1) Narendra Modi (2) Dr. Harsh Vardhan

 (3) Amit Shah  (4) Prahlad Singh Patel

 (5) Nirmala Sitharaman

Q.184. What is the theme of Earth Day 2020, which is 
observed globally on 22 April every year?

 (1) Climate Action 

 (2) Save Our Species

 (3) Save Earth Save Life

 (4) End Plastic Pollution

 (5) Environmental and Climate Literacy

Q.185. Recently which state government has launched 
‘Aayu & Sehat Sathi app to fight against 
COVID-19?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Gujarat

 (3) Rajasthan  (4) Karnataka

 (5) Chhattisgarh

Q.186. What is the rank of India in Global Press Freedom, 
which is released by Reporters Without Borders 
analysis?

 (1) 149th (2) 111th (3) 142nd

 (4) 107th (5) 134th
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against coronavirus pandemic.

Q.187. Recently which Payments Bank has inked 
partnership with Mastercard to issue virtual and 
physical debit cards?

 (1) Airtel Payments Bank

 (2) Jio Payments Bank

 (3) Fino Payments Bank

 (4) Aditya Birla Payments Bank

 (5) Paytm Payments Bank

Q.188. Recently Indian Herpetologists discovered new 
species of viper family at which Tiger Reserve?

 (1) Pakke Tiger Reserve

 (2) Kanha Tiger Reserve

 (3) Pilibhit Tiger Reserve

 (4) Valmiki Tiger Reserve

 (5) Dampa Tiger Reserve

Q.189. Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar 
attended the G20 Agriculture Ministers Meet 
through video conferencing, meet was chaired by 
which Country?

 (1) UAE (2) South Korea (3) Turkey

 (4) Argentina (5) Saudi Arabia

Q.190. Who is the author of the audio format book titled 
“How the Onion Got Its Layers”?

 (1) Sudha Murty  (2) Archana Das

 (3) Chetan Sharma (4) Pooja Bhatia

 (5) Rashmi Goswami

Q.191. Recently who has won the William E. Colby Award 
for his book Midnight in Chernobyl: The Untold 
Story of the World’s Greatest Nuclear Disaster?

 (1) David Thewlis (2) Adam Higginbotham

 (3) Edward Heath (4) Richard Bede

 (5) Russell Watsons

Q.192. Recently which State Government has launched 
“Apthamitra” mobile application and helpline to 
fight COVID-19?

 (1) Gujarat  (2) Uttar Pradesh

 (3) Maharashtra  (4) Karnataka

 (5) Jharkhand

Q.193. Recently Parliament of which country has passed 
the legislation to legalize the cannabis cultivation 
for medical and industrial purposes?

 (1) Laos  (2) Lebanon

 (3) Luxemburg  (4) Latvia

 (5) Libya

Q.194. Recently scientists of which country has discovered 
the six-planets system with near 3:2 resonance?

 (1) USA (2) Japan (3) Canada

 (4) Germany (5) Switzerland

Q.195. Recently which Indian shuttler has been named as the 
ambassador of BWF’s “I am Badminton” campaign?

 (1) Jwala Gutta  (2) PV Sindhu

 (3) Saina Nehwal  (4) Pullela Gopichand

 (5) Anup Sridhar

Q.196. Which edition of Earth Day was celebrated on 
22nd April?

 (1) 63rd (2) 50th (3) 45th

 (4) 28th (5) 80th

Q.197. Every year World Book Day and Copyrights Day is 
celebrated by United Nations Educational Scientific 
and Cultural Organization on which date?

 (1) 18th April (2) 16th April (3) 21st April

 (4) 23rd April (5) 26th April

Q.198. Recently who has been appointed as the President 
of International Motorcycle Manufacturers 
Association (IMMA)?

 (1) Manoj Tyagi  (2) Anil Trivedi

 (3) Rakesh Sharma (4) Mahesh Jha

 (5) Vinod Yadav

Q.199. Recently which Institute has developed a mobile 
app named ‘WashKaro’ to warn about COVID-19?

 (1) IIT Delhi (2) IIM Indore (3) IIT Mandi

 (4) IIM Lucknow (5) IIIT Delhi

Q.200. Recently which state government has begun the 
third phase of its ‘Sujalam Sufalam Jal Sanchay 
Abhiyan’ scheme?

 (1) Gujarat  (2) Himachal Pradesh

 (3) Haryana  (4) Rajasthan

 (5) Bihar

Q.201. Recently which of the App has been designed 
by Pune Municipal Corporation to track home 
quarantined people?
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ence and Technology Academy.

 (1) Sanyog App  (2) Saiyam app

 (3) Sarthak app  (4) Sarathi app

 (5) Humsafar app

Q.202. India's largest IT company TCS will launch the first 
fully digital bank in which country?

 (1) Iraq (2) Iran (3) Indonesia

 (4) Ireland (5) Israel

Q.203. Which Indian citizen of Indian origin was appointed 
by US President Donald Trump as a member of the 
top science board?

 (1) Seema Verma  (2) Satish Ghosh

 (3) Rohan Chandra (4) Sudarsanam Babu

 (5) Shashank Sharma

Q.204. Which leading two-wheeler company of India 
has recently acquired 122 year old motorcycle 
company Norton of United Kingdom?

 (1) Hero (2) Bajaj (3) Mahindra

 (4) Honda (5) TVS

Q.205. Recently Reserve Bank of India has given its 
approval for the re-appointment of N Kamakodi as 
MD & CEO of which of the bank for three years?

 (1) City Union Bank (2) Federal Bank

 (3) Dhanlaxmi Bank (4) Karur Vyas Bank

 (5) Bandhan Bank

Q.206. Eminent theatre Director, Actress and Activist, 
Usha Ganguly has passed away recenty, she was 
awarded by the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 
which year?

 (1) 1992 (2) 1996 (3) 1988

 (4) 1998 (5) 2004

Q.207. Union Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ has 
launched which of the campaign on social media 
on the occasion of World Book Day?

 (1) #MyBookMyFuture 

 (2) #MyBookMyPride

 (3) #MyBookMyFriend

 (4) #MyBookMyKnowledge

 (5) #BookisMyFriend

Q.208. Recently the Administration of Pathanamthitta 
district has launched a vehicle called ‘Tiranga’ 

for rapid screening of COVID-19 symptoms, it is 
situated in which state?

 (1) Karnataka  (2) Tamil Nadu

 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Kerala

 (5) Odisha

Q.209. Recently which country has received an emergency 
loan of $1.4 billion from the IMF to help them fight 
the coronavirus pandemic and uplift its foreign 
exchange reserves?

 (1) Pakistan (2) Bangladesh (3) USA

 (4) Italy (5) Indonesia

Q.210. Recently Facebook has announced what percentage 
share in Mukesh Ambani's company Jio Platforms 
Limited?

 (1) 9.99% (2) 12.99% (3) 19.99%

 (4) 29.99% (5) 22.99%

Q.211. Recently who has taken oath as the Central 
Vigilance Commissioner of India?

 (1) Anurag Srivastava (2) Amit Tripathi

 (3) Sanjay Kothari (4) Rajeev Kumar

 (5) Ajay Kumar Pandey

Q.212. Recently which country has successfully launched 
its first-ever military satellite named “Noor” into 
the orbit?

 (1) Pakistan (2) Iraq (3) Iran

 (4) UAE (5) Saudi Arabia

Q.213. Recently who has launched E-Gram Swaraj 
application to accelerate pace of development in 
the villages?

 (1) Narendra Singh Tomar

 (2) Prakash Javedkar

 (3) Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank

 (4) Narendra Modi

 (5) Amit Shah

Q.214. What is the name of China’s first Mars Exploration 
mission, which has been scheduled to launch in 
July 2020?

 (1) Yinghuo-1 (2) Fuoxing-1 (3) Tianlian-1

 (4) Tianwen 1 (5) TanSat-1
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Srivastava goes to Bahrain in the same capacity.

Q.215. Recently which IIT’s Researchers team has 
developed web-based dashboard named PRACRITI 
to predict the spread of COVID-19 in India?

 (1) IIT Delhi (2) IIT Roorkee (3) IIT Kanpur

 (4) IIT Bombay (5) IIT Ropar

Q.216. When has the Government of Manipur celebrated 
"Khongjom Day" in the Khongjom War Memorial 
Complex?

 (1) 24th April (2) 14th April (3) 20th April

 (4) 18th April (5) 12th April

Q.217. Recently which organization has cancelled over $1 
trillion debt owed by developing countries amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic?

 (1) IMF (2) World Bank (3) UNCTAD

 (4) ADB (5) UNO

Q.218. The theme of World Malaria Day 2020 is Zero 
malaria starts with me’ it is observed on which 
date?

 (1) 21st April (2) 28th April (3) 29th April

 (4) 18th April (5) 25th April

Q.219. Fitch Rating has slashed India’s economic growth 
forecast for the financial year 2020-21 is-

 (1) 1.8% (2) 0.5% (3) 2.8%

 (4) 0.8% (5) 1.8%

Q.220. A professor from which Institute has developed 
a software that can detect COVID-19 within 5 
seconds using X-ray?

 (1) IIIT Delhi (2) IIT Roorkee (3) IIM Indore

 (4) IIT Kanpur (5) IIT Delhi

Q.221. Recently who was appointed the new secretary of 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports?

 (1) Ravi Mittal

 (2) Radhey Shyam Julaniya

 (3) Kapil Dev Tripathi

 (4) Anurag Srivastava

 (5) Vivek Goyal

Q.222. Recently which state government has launched 
a new scheme called “Dhanwantari” for home 
delivery of medicines?

 (1) Assam (2) Kerala (3) Haryana

 (4) Maharashtra (5) Rajasthan

Q.223. Recently which Pakistani women skipper has 
announced retirement from international cricket?

 (1) Aliya Riaz (2) Nida Dar (3) Iram Javed

 (4) Muniba Ali (5) Sana Mir

Q.224. Recently which of the bank has acquired 6.43% 
stake in Reliance Capital by invoking pledged 
shares?

 (1) ICICI Bank  (2) Axis Bank

 (3) IndusInd Bank (4) Bandhan Bank

 (5) HDFC Bank

Q.225. Recently Veteran politician and former Governors 
Devanand Konwar has passed away, he was the 
governor of which state/states?

 (1) Tripura (2) West Bengal (3) Bihar

 (4) Only 1 & 2 (5) All of the above

Q.226. Recently which hospital became the first 
government hospital to launch plasma therapy to 
treat COVID-19?

 (1) Christian Medical College and Hospital

 (2) King Edward Memorial Hospital

 (3) King George Medical University

 (4) Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate Institute of 
Medical Sciences

 (5) All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New 
Delhi

Q.227. Recently which Institute has developed a search 
engine based on artificial intelligence named 
‘Vilokana’ to enable researchers in getting deeper 
insights into scientific studies on Covid-19?

 (1) IIIT Delhi (2) IIITM-Kerala (3) IIT Kanpur

 (4) IIT Delhi (5) IIT Bombay

Q.228. Recently which state has become the first state with 
a software based in-house facility of virtual courts?

 (1) Assam  (2) Andhra Pradesh

 (3) West Bengal  (4) Uttar Pradesh

 (5) Telangana

Q.229. Recently which country has abolished the death 
penalty for crimes committed by minors?

 (1) Pakistan (2) Maldives (3) UAE

 (4) Iran (5) Saudi Arabia
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Q.230. Recently which state government has launched the 
“Jivan Shakti Yojana” for women?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Madhya Pradesh

 (3) Bihar  (4) Jharkhand

 (5) Odisha

Q.231. Recently which Governor has assumed charge 
of the administration of the Bodoland Territorial 
Council?

 (1) Ganeshi Lal  (2) Jagdish Mukhi

 (3) BD Mishra  (4) Ganga Prasad

 (5) Najma Heptulla

Q.232. Recently how much amount was announced by 
the Reserve Bank of India to the special liquidity 
facility for mutual funds?

 (1) Rs 10,000 crores (2) Rs 20,000 crores

 (3) Rs 50,000 crores (4) Rs 40,000 crores

 (5) Rs80,000 crores

Q.233. Recently which of the following Athlete was 
banned for 4 years for using banned substances 
by the Athletics Integrity Unit for the doping case 
from 2018?

 (1) Jhuma Khatun (2) Sheoran Nirmala

 (3) Dutee Chand  (4) Divya Singh

 (5) Joshna Chinappa

Q.234. Recently Which senior Indian-American diplomat 
has been appointed by US President Donald Trump 
as the next envoy of the US Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development?

 (1) Anubhav Sharma (2) Anjali Pal

 (3) Heman Yadav  (4) Manisha Singh

 (5) Sneha Malik

Q.235. Recently credit Rating agency India Ratings and 
Research has slashed India’s Fiscal Year 2021 
gross domestic product growth is-

 (1) 2.9% (2) 1.0% (3) 1.9%

 (4) 2.5% (5) 1.2%

Q.236. Recently which Justice was sworn in as the new 
Chief Justice of the Meghalaya High Court?

 (1) Justice Mohammad Rafiq

 (2) Justice Sanju Panda

 (3) Justice Dipankar Datta

 (4) Justice Bhushan Dharmadhikar

 (5)  Justice Biswanath Somadder

Q.237. Recently Nokia has signed a deal of about $1 
billion in order to enhance the network capacity of 
which telecom company?

 (1) Vodafone  (2) BSNL

 (3) Reliance Jio  (4) Airtel

 (5) MTNL

Q.238. Recently Pakistan Cricket Board has banned which 
of the batsman from all forms of cricket for a period 
of three years?

 (1) Umar Akmal  (2) Yunis Khan

 (3) Misbah-ul-Haq (4) Saleem Malik

 (5) Javed Miandad

Q.239. Recently which of the bank has launched a special 
borrowing scheme for self help groups to help the 
SHGs in order to overcome the difficulties posed 
by COVID-19?

 (1) State Bank of India 

 (2) Indian Overseas Bank

 (3) United Bank of India

 (4) ICICI Bank

 (5) HDFC Bank

Q.240. Which country's Navy successfully test-fired anti-
ship missiles in the North Arabian Sea on 25 April 
2020?

 (1) Iran  (2) Iraq

 (3) Afghanistan  (4) Saudi Arabia

 (5) Pakistan

Q.241. Recently who has been appointed as chairman 
and managing director of Housing and Urban 
Development Corporation (HUDCO)?

 (1) Shiv Das Meena (2) Jag Mohan Reddy

 (3) Devendra Awasthi (4) Shantanu Agrawal

 (5) Vaibhav Saxena

Q.242. According to the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI) report, India has become 
the third largest military spending country in the 
world, which country is at the top position?
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 (1) Pakistan (2) China (3) Japan

 (4) USA (5) Germany

Q.243. How much amount has been sanctioned by Asian 
Development Bank to India to help in the fight 
against coronavirus epidemic?

 (1) $2.0 billion  (2) $2.5 billion

 (3) $4.0 billion  (4) $1.0 billion

 (5) $1.5 billion

Q.244. Union Minister Prakash Javadekar attended the 
11th session of “Petersberg Climate Dialogue” 
representing India, the dialogue was hosted by 
which country?

 (1) UK (2) Germany (3) USA

 (4) Saudi Arabia (5) Canada

Q.245. How much CRISIL has estimated India's GDP for 
FY 2021?

 (1) 1.0% (2) 0.5% (3) 2.4%

 (4) 1.8% (5) 1.2%

Q.246. What is the name of Former Liverpool striker, who 
has passed away recently?

 (1) Michael Robinson (2) Jerry Herman

 (3) Jimmy Webb  (4) Bobby Russell

 (5) Billy Joel

Q.247. Recently who has taken oath as the Vigilance 
Commissioner?

 (1) Sanjay Tripathi (2) Alok Mehta

 (3) Suresh N Patel (4) Ashok Goyal

 (5) Vivek Malhotra

Q.248. Recently who has been appointed Chairman 
of the Karnataka Science and Technology 
Academy?

 (1) Vijay Mohan Reddy

 (2) S. Ayyappan

 (3) Rajesh Bhatia

 (4) Sumit Narayan

 (5) Shrikant Gupta

Q.249. Recently which state government has launched 
‘Covid Pharma’, a mobile application to trace 
people buying medicines for fever, cold?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Assam

 (3) Maharashtra  (4) Andhra Pradesh

 (5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.250. Recently who was appointed as the coach of the 
USA cricket team?

 (1) Abhishek Sharma (2) Rohan Singh

 (3) Praveen Sinha (4) AP Srivastava

 (5) J Arun Kumar

Q.251. Recently who was appointed as India's Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations?

 (1) Suresh N Patel (2) Kapil Dev Tripathi

 (3) J Arun Kumar  (4) T S Tirumurti

 (5) Sanjay Kothari

Q.252. Recently which state government has 
launched ‘Jeevan Amrit Yojana’ to boost the 
immune system of people to fight (COVID-19) 
disease?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Maharashtra

 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Gujarat

 (5) Karnataka

Q.253. Recently who has been appointed as the interim 
Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer of 
PNB Housing Finance Ltd?

 (1) Neeraj Vyas  (2) Manoj Sahani

 (3) Keshav Das  (4) Kishor Agrawal

 (5) Manish Rawat

Q.254. Recently which of the cricketer has been banned 
by the International Cricket Council (ICC) from all 
cricket for a period of 2 years?

 (1) Shreyas Iyer  (2) Deepak Chahar

 (3) Rahul Chahar  (4) Khaleel Ahmed

 (5) Deepak Agarwal

Q.255. Recently who was appointed as the chairperson of 
the Public Enterprises Selection Board?

 (1) Ajay Bhushan Pandey

 (2) Rajiv Kumar

 (3) Amit Srivastava

 (4) Pramod Shukla

 (5) Ashish Kumar

National Film Award winning Bollywood actor Rishi Kapoor has passed away.



83

CURRENT AFFAiRS

JULY 2020  MICA

Q.256. Recently Asian Development Bank has approved a 
USD 346 million loans to which state government 
to provide reliable power connections in rural 
areas?

 (1) Uttarakhand  (2) Haryana

 (3) Maharashtra  (4) Gujarat

 (5) West Bengal

Q.257. Bollywood actor Irrfan Khan passed away 
recently, in which year he was awarded by Padma 
Shri?

 (1) 2005 (2) 2017 (3) 2011

 (4) 2009 (5) 2016

Q.258. According to the CRISIL research report, 
which state has secured the first position in 
terms of total installed renewable capacity in 
FY 2020?

 (1) Karnataka (2) Kerala (3) Assam

 (4) Odisha (5) West Bengal

Q.259. Recently Deepak Mittal has been appointed India’s 
next Ambassador to which of the country?

 (1) Qatar  (2) Srilanka

 (3) Afghanistan  (4) UAE

 (5) Maldives

Q.260. Recently who has been appointed India’s next 
Ambassador to Bahrain?

 (1) Abhishek Kumar 

 (2) Sanjay Negi

 (3) Abhay Kumar Pathak

 (4) Navjeet Singh

 (5) Piyush Srivastava

Q.1.(4) Q.2.(4) Q.3.(1) Q.4.(2) Q.5.(3) Q.6.(3) Q.7.(2) Q.8.(5) Q.9.(4) Q.10.(1)
Q.11.(4) Q.12.(2) Q.13.(1) Q.14.(3) Q.15.(3) Q.16.(3) Q.17.(1) Q.18.(1) Q.19.(5) Q.20.(2)
Q.21.(5) Q.22.(1) Q.23.(3) Q.24.(1) Q.25.(4) Q.26.(3) Q.27.(1) Q.28.(2) Q.29.(3) Q.30.(2)
Q.31.(3) Q.32.(2) Q.33.(2) Q.34.(2) Q.35.(3) Q.36.(1) Q.37.(5) Q.38.(5) Q.39.(1) Q.40.(2)
Q.41.(2) Q.42.(3) Q.43.(2) Q.44.(1) Q.45.(2) Q.46.(4) Q.47.(5) Q.48.(1) Q.49.(5) Q.50.(5)
Q.51.(3) Q.52.(1) Q.53.(5) Q.54.(5) Q.55.(1) Q.56.(2) Q.57.(4) Q.58.(2) Q.59.(3) Q.60.(3)
Q.61.(3) Q.62.(3) Q.63.(1) Q.64.(1) Q.65.(2) Q.66.(2) Q.67.(5) Q.68.(5) Q.69.(1) Q.70.(4)
Q.71.(4) Q.72.(3) Q.73.(2) Q.74.(2) Q.75.(3) Q.76.(1) Q.77.(5) Q.78.(4) Q.79.(1) Q.80.(2)
Q.81.(3) Q.82.(1) Q.83.(2) Q.84.(5) Q.85.(5) Q.86.(1) Q.87.(3) Q.88.(4) Q.89.(4) Q.90.(2)
Q.91.(2) Q.92.(5) Q.93.(5) Q.94.(1) Q.95.(2) Q.96.(2) Q.97.(4) Q.98.(3) Q.99.(1) Q.100.(1)
Q.101.(1) Q.102.(3) Q.103.(1) Q.104.(4) Q.105.(1) Q.106.(2) Q.107.(5) Q.108.(4) Q.109.(1) Q.110.(3)
Q.111.(1) Q.112.(5) Q.113.(4) Q.114.(3) Q.115.(1) Q.116.(4) Q.117.(2) Q.118.(3) Q.119.(2) Q.120.(4)
Q.121.(4) Q.122.(3) Q.123.(3) Q.124.(1) Q.125.(2) Q.126.(5) Q.127.(1) Q.128.(3) Q.129.(4) Q.130.(4)
Q.131.(2) Q.132.(2) Q.133.(4) Q.134.(1) Q.135.(2) Q.136.(3) Q.137.(3) Q.138.(5) Q.139.(5) Q.140.(1)
Q.141.(3) Q.142.(1) Q.143.(1) Q.144.(3) Q.145.(2) Q.146.(3) Q.147.(4) Q.148.(3) Q.149.(4) Q.150.(1)
Q.151.(1) Q.152.(1) Q.153.(5) Q.154.(1) Q.155.(5) Q.156.(5) Q.157.(4) Q.158.(3) Q.159.(3) Q.160.(4)
Q.161.(1) Q.162.(5) Q.163.(2) Q.164.(1) Q.165.(3) Q.166.(4) Q.167.(4) Q.168.(2) Q.169.(3) Q.170.(5)
Q.171.(5) Q.172.(1) Q.173.(4) Q.174.(1) Q.175.(4) Q.176.(2) Q.177.(4) Q.178.(2) Q.179.(4) Q.180.(5)
Q.181.(2) Q.182.(5) Q.183.(2) Q.184.(1) Q.185.(3) Q.186.(3) Q.187.(5) Q.188.(1) Q.189.(5) Q.190.(1)
Q.191.(2) Q.192.(4) Q.193.(2) Q.194.(5) Q.195.(2) Q.196.(2) Q.197.(4) Q.198.(3) Q.199.(5) Q.200.(1)
Q.201.(2) Q.202.(3) Q.203.(4) Q.204.(5) Q.205.(1) Q.206.(4) Q.207.(3) Q.208.(4) Q.209.(1) Q.210.(1)
Q.211.(3) Q.212.(3) Q.213.(4) Q.214.(4) Q.215.(1) Q.216.(1) Q.217.(3) Q.218.(5) Q.219.(4) Q.220.(2)
Q.221.(1) Q.222.(1) Q.223.(5) Q.224.(5) Q.225.(5) Q.226.(3) Q.227.(2) Q.228.(4) Q.229.(5) Q.230.(2)
Q.231.(2) Q.232.(3) Q.233.(1) Q.234.(4) Q.235.(3) Q.236.(5) Q.237.(4) Q.238.(1) Q.239.(2) Q.240.(5)
Q.241.(1) Q.242.(4) Q.243.(5) Q.244.(2) Q.245.(4) Q.246.(1) Q.247.(3) Q.248.(2) Q.249.(4) Q.250.(5)
Q.251.(4) Q.252.(3) Q.253.(1) Q.254.(1) Q.255.(2) Q.256.(3) Q.257.(3) Q.258.(1) Q.259.(1) Q.260.(5)

ANSWER KEY

Former finance secretary Rajiv Kumar was appointed as the chairperson of the Public Enter-
prises Selection Board (PESB).
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RRB PO PRE/EASONING ABILITY
Q.1-5. Study the given information carefully and answer 

the following questions.
 Eleven boxes are kept in the top to bottom. Each 

box has different colour Red, Yellow, Pink, White, 
Black, Blue, Orange, Violet, Green, Brown and 
Grey, but not necessarily in the same order.

 Only three boxes kept between Red and Black. The 
number of boxes kept above to Brown is the same 
as the number of boxes kept below to Brown. The 
Violet box is kept immediately above to Green and 
immediately below to Orange. Violet box does not 
kept above to Brown. The number of boxes between 
Orange and Black is the same as the number of 
boxes between Black and Yellow. The pink box is 
kept immediately above to White box but not on 
the top. More than one box kept between Grey and 
Blue. Blue is kept above to Grey.

Q.1. Which of the following box is fourth from the top?
 (1) Yellow (2) Green (3) Pink
 (4) Violet (5) White
Q.2. What is the position of Blue from the bottom?
 (1) First (2) Second (3) Third
 (4) Fourth (5) Fifth
Q.3. Which of the following box kept immediately above 

to Grey?
 (1) Green (2) Orange (3) Violet
 (4) Pink (5) Blue
Q.4. How many box kept between Yellow and Blue?
 (1) None (2) One  (3) Two
 (4) Three (5) Four
Q.5. Which of the following box kept on top?
 (1) Black (2) Red  (3) Blue
 (4) Pink (5) Green
Q.6-10. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 Sixteen people are sitting in two parallel rows 

containing eight people in each row, in such a way 
that there is an equal distance between adjacent 
persons. In row I- A, D, E, C, F, G, H and B are 
seated and all of them facing towards South. In row 
II- P, K, R, S, Q, U, W and V are seated and all of 
them facing towards North. Therefore, in a given 
seating arrangement, each member seated in a row 
faces another member of the other row.

 The one who is sitting second to the right of U 

is facing G. E is fourth to the right of B and sits 
opposite to P who does not sit at any of the extreme 
ends. R is immediate to the right of K and sits 
opposite to C who sits at one of the extreme ends. 
K is fifth to the right of S. Only one person sitting 
between U and W. The number of person sitting 
between A and D is the same as the number of 
people between Q and V. Q sits opposite to D and 
both of them does not sit any of the extreme ends 
of the line. Only three people sitting between G and 
H.

Q.6.  Who sits exactly between A and B?
 (1) D (2) E  (3) F
 (4) C (5) None of these
Q.7.  How many persons are sitting between Q and R?
 (1) None (2) Two (3) Four
 (4) Three (5) One
Q.8.  If ‘B is related to P’,‘S is related to G’ based on the 

given arrangement. To whom amongst the following 
is D related to, following the same pattern?

 (1) R (2) K  (3) V
 (4) S (5) P
Q.9.  Which of the following statements is true regarding 

R?
 (1) R sits extreme left end of the row
 (2) The person who sits immediate left of R facing 

D
 (3) R is fourth to the right of P
 (4) The person who is facing R sit fifth to the left 

of E
 (5) R is an immediate neighbour of W
Q.10.  Four of the following five are alike in a certain 

way based on the given arrangement and so form 
a group. Which is the one that does not belong to 
that group?

 (1) A (2) C  (3) V
 (4) R (5) Q
Q.11-15. Study the given information carefully and answer 

the following questions.
 A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are sitting around a square 

table in such a way that four of them sit at four 
corners of the square while four sit in the middle 
of each of the four sides. Those who sit at the four 
corners faces outside while those who sit in the 
middle of the sides face the centre of the table. Each 

The Delhi government launched a dedicated website to provide information on all the 
COVID-19 related updates.
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one of them has a different profession viz. Doctor, 
Engineer, Architect, Teacher, Clerk, Shopkeeper, 
Businessman and Banker, but not necessarily in the 
same order.

 The one who is Businessman sits third to the right 
of F who does not sit any of the middles of the side. 
D sits third to the right of G. G is not an immediate 
neighbour of the Teacher. Only one person sits 
between Shopkeeper and Teacher. The one who is 
an Architect sits second to the left of the Shopkeeper. 
Only one person sits between the Architect and 
Engineer. E is not an immediate neighbour of H. 
A sits third to the right of Teacher. The Engineer 
sits third to the right of H who is the Clerk. B is 
the second left of the one who is Banker. B is not 
Businessman.

Q.11.  What is the profession of H?
 (1) Businessman  (2) Architect
 (3) Clerk  (4) Teacher
 (5) Shopkeeper
Q.12. Who sits exactly between the Clerk and the 

businessman?
 (1) C and H  
 (2) Architect
 (3) Banker and Shopkeeper
 (4) Doctor
 (5) C and Teacher
Q.13.  Who amongst the following is Architect?
 (1) C (2) D  (3) E
 (4) F (5) G
Q.14.  What is the position of Doctor with respect to the 

Banker?
 (1) Immediately to the left
 (2) Third to the left
 (3) Second to the right
 (4) Fourth to the left
 (5) Second to the left
Q.15.  Which of the following is true with respect to the 

given seating arrangement?
 (1) E is an immediate neighbour of the Engineer
 (2) E is an Architect
 (3) The Clerk is an immediate neighbour of the  

Banker
 (4) The Teacher sits between H and the Doctor
 (5) Shopkeeper sits second to the left of the Teacher

Q.16-18. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below.

 Point A is 7 km north of point B. Point C is 15 km 
west of point D. Point D is 8 km north of point E. 
Point I is 6 km east of point H who is 15 km north 
of point G. Point F is 17 km east of point G and 21 
km west of point E. Point B is 12 km west of point 
C.

Q.16.  Point F how far with respect to point C?
 (1) 17 km (2) 12 km (3) 9 km
 (4) 15 km (5) 10 km
Q.17.  Point E is in which direction with respect to point 

I?
 (1) North (2) North-west (3) South-west
 (4) South (5) South-east
Q.18.  Point A how far and in which direction with respect 

to point I?
 (1) 10 km, East (2) 7 km, West (3) 8 km, South
 (4) 5 km, East (5) None of these
Q.19-23. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 Eight person P, Q, R, S, T, U, V and W have different 

number of ages 25, 45, 57, 28, 31, 58, 34 and 48, 
but not necessarily in the same order.

 U is older than R and Q but younger than V and W.
 S is neither second youngest nor second oldest.
 S is older than P but younger than T.
 R is 34 years old.
 Q is older than P but younger than the one whose 

age is 45 year.
 T is younger than U.
 S and V does not have even number of ages.
Q.19.  Who among the following is fourth oldest person?
 (1) T (2) U  (3) Q
 (4) S (5) V
Q.20.  Who among the following is youngest? 
 (1) V (2) W  (3) R
 (4) U (5) P
Q.21. How many persons are younger than R?
 (1) No one (2) Two (3) Three
 (4) Four (5) Five
Q.22. What is the sum of ages of U, T and R?
 (1) 134 (2) 145  (3) 181
 (4) 115 (5) 127

Freedom fighter and Gandhian Hema Bharali, died. She was 101.
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Bank Ltd for another six months till October 31.

Q.23.  Which of the following is age of W?
 (1) 57 (2) 25  (3) 34
 (4) 58 (5) 45
Q.24-28. Study the given information carefully and answer 

the following questions.
 A certain number of people are sitting in a straight 

line facing north.
 The number of persons sitting between M and S is 

same as the number of persons sitting between S 
and P. Both M and P are sitting to the left of N. Not 
less than three persons sit between M and P. Eight 
persons are sitting to the left of N. T is immediate 
left of S. Two persons sit between Q and O who is 
third to the right of R. Only one person sits between 
N and R. Not more than nine people sit between P 
and the one who is an immediate right to Q who 
is sixth from the right end. P is not an immediate 
neighbour of N. T is second from either left or right 
end. 

Q.24.  Who is sitting fifth to the left of O?
 (1) S (2) Q  (3) P
 (4) T (5) None of these
Q.25.  How many people sit between Q and R?
 (1) 6  (2) 7
 (3) 8  (4) Can’t be determined
 (5) None of these
Q.26.  Four of the following five are alike in a certain 

way and forms a group. Find the one who does not 
belong to the group?

 (1) M and S (2) R and N (3) R and P
 (4) O and N (5) P and S
Q.27.  Who is sitting third to the left of P?
 (1) S (2) M  (3) T
 (4) R (5) None of these
Q.28.  How many total people are sitting in the row?
 (1) 12  (2) 13
 (3) 18  (4) Can’t be determined
 (5) None of these
Q.29-30. Following questions are based on the five three-

digit numbers given below:
 467     534      729      853      424
Q.29.  If all the digits in each of the numbers are arranged 

in ascending order within the numbers, which of 
the following will be the highest number in the new 
arrangement of numbers?

 (1) 467 (2) 534  (3) 729
 (4) 853 (5) 424
Q.30.  If all the numbers are arranged in ascending order 

from left to right, what will be the difference 
between the numbers which are second from the 
left and second from the right? 

 (1) 262 (2) 226  (3) -622
 (4) -226 (5) 218
Q.31.  How many such pairs of letters are there in the 

word UNDERSTAND each of which have as many 
letters between them in the word, as they have in 
the English alphabet? 

 (1) None (2) One  (3) Two
 (4) Three (5) More than three
Q.32.  If in the word CATEGORYS, each consonants 

is replaced by the previous letter in the English 
alphabet and each vowel is replaced by the next 
letter in the English alphabet and then all the letters 
are arranged in alphabetical order from left to right. 
Which letter is fourth from the right? 

 (1) F (2) S  (3) P
 (4) R (5) Q
Q.33-37. In each question given below statements are 

followed by conclusions numbered I and II .You 
have to take the given statements to be true (even 
if they seem to be at variance from the commonly 
known facts.) Read the conclusions and decide 
which logically follows:

 (1) If only conclusion I follows.
 (2) If only conclusion II follows.
 (3) If either conclusion I or II follows.
 (4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows.
 (5) If both conclusion I and II follows.
Q.33.  Statements:
 All branches are trees.
 Some trees are flower.
 No flower is root.
 Conclusions:
 I. Only few tree are flower.
 II. Only few tree are not root. 
Q.34. Statements:
 All leaves are flowers.
 Only few flowers are fruits.
 All fruits are vegetables.
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 Conclusions:
 I.  All flowers can never be vegetables.
 II. At least some leaves are not fruits
Q.35.  Statements:
 All bottles are jars.
 Some jars are glasses
 No glass is bowl.
 Conclusions:
 I.  Very few bowls being glass is a possibility.
 II. At least some bottles are bowls is a possibility.
Q.36.  Statements:
 Only few pens are chalks.
 Some chalks are boards.
 Only few boards are cards.
 Conclusions:
 I.  All pens are board.
 II. All chalks being cards is a possibility.
Q.37.  Statements:
 Only few pens are chalks.
 Some chalks are boards.
 Only few boards are cards.

 Conclusions:
 I.  All boards being card is a possibility.
 II. Some pens are not cards.
Q.38-40. Study the given information carefully and answer 

the following questions.
 In a family of eight members, P is father of Q who 

is a mother. X is married to V who is brother of Q. 
S is husband of R who is daughter of U who is a 
male. T is son of X.

Q.38.  Who is cousin of T?
 (1) R (2) S  (3) X
 (4) Q (5) None of these
Q.39.  How is P related to R? 
 (1) Paternal grandfather
 (2) Maternal grandfather
 (3) Father
 (4) Uncle
 (5) Brother
Q.40.  How is X related to R?
 (1) Mother (2) Grandmother (3) Aunty
 (4) Sister (5) Mother-in-law 

RRB PO PRE / NUMERICAL ABILITY
Q.41-45.Read the following pie-chart for the year 2018 and 

answer the questions given below it.
 Income = Expenditure + Saving

Q.41.  If the total amount spent during the year 2018 was 
Rs.48000, the amount spent on food was:

 (1) 13500 (2) 12500 (3) 12000
 (4) 13400 (5) None of these
Q.42.   If the total amount spent was Rs.48000, how much 

was spent on clothing and housing together?
 (1) 17069 (2) 18039 (3) 19036
 (4) 17075 (5) 18434

Q.43.  The ratio of the total amount of money spent on 
housing to that spent on education was:

 (1) 5: 3 (2) 4: 3  (3) 3: 4
 (4) 8: 3 (5) 3: 8
Q.44.  The maximum amount was spent on:
 (1) Food (2) Transport (3) Education
 (4) Other (5) Housing
Q.45.  If the total expenditure of the family for the year 

2018 was Rs.48000, the amount the family saved 
during the year is:

 (1) 22000 (2) 9000 (3) 12000
 (4) 16000 (5) 18000
Q.46.  A tap take 42 hours extra to fill a tank due to 

leakage equivalent to half of its inflow. The 
inlet pipe alone can fill the tank in how many hour?

 (1) 42 (2) 21  (3) 36
 (4) 28 (5) 30
Q.47.  The speed of two trains in the ratio 3:4 and moving 

on parallel tracks but in opposite directions. If both 
crosses a pole in 3 seconds then in how much time 
they will cross each other?

 (1) 3 (2) 5  (3) 7
 (4) 8 (5) None of these

Ex-India football captain and first-class cricketer Chuni Goswami passed away. He was 82.
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Q.48.  The compound interest on a certain sum for 2 
years is Rs 796 and simple interest is Rs 720. If 
the sum is invested such that the simple interest 
is Rs 1296 and the number of years is equal to the 
rate percent per annum, find the rate of interest? 
(1) 4% (2) 5%  (3) 6%

 (4) 8% (5) 2%
Q.49.  The largest and the second largest angles of a 

triangle are in the ratio of 3:2 respectively. The 
smallest angle is 20% of the sum of the largest and 
the second largest angles. What is the sum of the 
smallest and the second largest angles?

 (1) 80 (2) 60  (3) 100
 (4) 90 (5) None of these
Q.50.  Sangram bought 30 kg of wheat at the rate of Rs 

9.50/kg and the same amount of wheat at the rate 
of Rs 8.50/kg and mixed them. He sold the mixture 
at the rate of Rs 8.90/kg. Find his total profit or 
loss in the whole transaction.

 (1) 2 (2) 6  (3) 3
 (4) 8 (5) 4
Q.51-55.Study the information carefully to answer the 

questions that follow.
 In a school there are total 120 staff members and 800 

students. 65 per cent of the number of staff members 
are teachers and the remaining staff members are 
administrative officials. Out of the total number of 
students 45 per cent are girls. Twenty per cent of the 
number of girls can speak only Hindi. The remaining 
girls can speak both Hindi and English. Three-fourths 
of the number of boys can speak only Hindi. The 
remaining boys can speak both Hindi and English. 
Two-thirds of the number of teachers are males. Five-
fourteenths of the number of administrative officials 
are females.

Q.51.  What is the difference between the number of boys 
(student) who can speak both Hindi and English 
and the number of girls (student) who can speak 
both Hindi and English?

 (1) 164 (2) 178  (3) 188
 (4) 174 (5) None of these
Q.52.  The total number of girls (student) is what 

percentage of the total number of staff members in 
the school?

 (1) 350 (2) 300  (3) 400
 (4) 450 (5) None of these
Q.53.  What is the difference between the total number 

of female administrative officials, female teachers 
and the number of male administrative officials?

Vaneeza Rupani, a 17-year-old Indian-origin girl from the US, has named NASA's first 
Mars helicopter 'Ingenuity'.

 (1) 16 (2) 12  (3) 18

 (4) 14 (5) None of these

Q.54.  What is the ratio of the total number of teachers to 
the number of boys (student) who can speak only 
Hindi?

 (1) 11: 56 (2) 13: 54 (3) 13: 56

 (4) 11: 54 (5) None of these

Q.55. What is the total number of male administrative 
officials, female teachers and girls (student) who 
can speak only Hindi? 

 (1) 125 (2) 115  (3) 127

 (4) 117 (5) None of these

Q.56.  The average expenditure of Sharma for the January 
to June is Rs 4200 and he spent Rs 1200 in January 
and Rs 1500 in July. The average expenditure for 
the months of February to July is:

 (1) 2750 (2) 3250 (3) 4250

 (4) 4500 (5) 3500

Q.57.  A boat takes 26 hours for travelling downstream 
from point A to point B and coming back to point C 
midway between A and B. If the velocity of the stream 
is 4 km/hr and the speed of the boat in still water 
is 10 km/hr, what is the distance between A and B? 
(1) 210 (2) 185  (3) 140

 (4) 168 (5) None of these 

Q.58.  A person wants to make a cylindrical box which is 
open from the top. If the height of that box is 10cm 
and radius is 7 cm find the area of sheet which is 
required to make it.

 (1) 880 (2) 1188 (3) 594

 (4) 440 (5) None of these

Q.59.  A tap can fill a tank in 6 hours. After half the tank 
is filled, three more similar taps are opened. What 
is the total time taken to fill the tank completely? 

(1) 
3

4
4  

(2) 
3

3
4  

(3) 
2

3
3

 (4) 
2

4
3  

(5) None of these

Q.60.  The cost of setting up a magazine is Rs 2800. The 
cost of paper and ink is Rs 80 per 100 copies and 
printing cost is Rs 160 per 100 copies. In the last 
month 2000 copies were printed but only 1500 
copies could be sold at Rs 5 each. Total 25% 
profit on the sale price was realized. There is 
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one more resource of income from the magazine 
which is advertising. What sum of money was 
obtained from the advertising in magazine? 
(1) 1654 (2) 1522 (3) 1750

 (4) 1975 (5) 1800
Q.61-65. What approximate value will come at place of 

question mark (?) in the following questions?
Q.61.  129% of 649 – 24.872=?
 (1) 200 (2) 180  (3) 220
 (4) 240 (5) 260
Q.62.  212×89–32×55=?3

 (1) 21 (2) 23  (3) 26
 (4) 18 (5) 29
Q.63.  143.88% of 384 = ?% of 149 + 10.962

 (1) 250 (2) 270  (3) 290
 (4) 320 (5) 220
Q.64.  87.222+61.792=?% of 899 + 41.882

 (1) 1070 (2) 1040 (3) 1010
 (4) 970 (5) 940
Q.65.  233–562=?% of 695
 (1) 1230 (2) 1290 (3) 1260
 (4) 1140 (5) 1170
Q.66–70. The given line graph shows the percentage 

of boys in 5 different classes and the difference 
between the number of boys and the girls in that 
classes.

Q.66.  Find the number of girls who studied in class 3rd?
(1) 16 (2) 18  (3) 8

 (4) 6 (5) None of these 
Q.67. What is the ratio between the number of boys of 

class 2nd, 3rd and 5th to the number of girls in class 
1st, 4th and 5th?

 (1) 3 : 5 (2) 5 : 3 (3) 8 : 5
 (4) 5 : 8 (5) None of these 
Q.68.  By how much percent boys of class 4th are more 

than the number of girls in class 2nd?
 (1) 24% (2) 32% (3) 44%
 (4) 38% (5) None of these
Q.69. In which class the number of students are second 

heighest?
 (1) 2 (2) 3  (3) 4
 (4) 5 (5) 1
Q.70.  What is the average number of boys in all the classes?

(1) 30.8 (2) 28.8 (3) 26.8
 (4) 24.2 (5) None of these 
Q.71–75.What will come in place of question mark (?) in 

the following number series? 
Q.71.  233 269 205 ? 161 357
 (1) 305 (2) 315  (3) 288
 (4) 295 (5) 144
Q.72.  12 14 32 102 ? 2090
 (1) 354 (2) 416  (3) 294
 (4) 434 (5) 444
Q.73.  13 29 48 70 95 ?
 (1) 132 (2) 121  (3) 113
 (4) 133 (5) None of these 
Q.74.  2 2 7 ? 87 342
 (1) 21 (2) 26  (3) 23
 (4) 24 (5) 22
Q.75.   ?  286 134 58 20 1

(1) 600 (2) 590  (3) 580
 (4) 570 (5) 560
Q.76-80. Find the value of variables and state the correct 

relationship-
 (1) x< y (2) x> y 
 (3) x< y (4) x> y 
 (5) x = y or Relation cannot be established
Q.76.  2x2+19x+35=0   
 y2+3y+2=0
Q.77.  6x2+17x+5=0   
 4y2+8y-5=0
Q.78.  4x2-x-3=0   
 6y2-y-12=0
Q.79.  552x2-49x-3=0   
 2y2-13y+21=0
Q.80.  12x2+x-13=0                 
 6y2+11y+3=0

Pradeep Kumar Shukla has been selected for the appointment of Director (Finance) in the 
Central Water Commission.
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EXPLANATION/RRB PO PRE/REASONING ABILITY
Q.1-5. Red
 Yellow
 Pink
 White
 Black
 Brown
 Blue
 Orange
 Violet
 Green
 Grey
Q.1.(5)   Q.2.(5) Q.3.(1) 
Q.4.(5)   Q.5.(2)
Q.6-10.

 
Q.6.(3)   Q.7.(2) Q.8.(3)
Q.9.(4)   Q.10.(5)
Q.11-15.

 
Q.11.(3)   Q.12.(2)  Q.13.(5)
Q.14.(5)   Q.15.(5)
Q.16-18. 

 
Q.16.(5)   Q.17.(5)  Q.18.(4)
Q.19-23. 
 58      57      48      45      34      31      28      25
 W       V       U       T        R       S        Q       P 

Q.19.(1)   Q.20.(5)  Q.21.(3)
Q.22.(5)   Q.23.(4)
Q.24-28. 

 
Q.24.(3)   Q.25.(5) Q.26.(4)
Q.27.(3)   Q.28.(3) Q.29.(1)
Q.30.(1)   Q.31.(5)
Q.32.(5) C  A   T   E   G   O   R   Y   S
 B  B   S   F   F    P   Q   X   R
 B  B  F  F  P  Q  R  S  X
Q.33.(4)

 
Q.34.(4)

 
Q.35.(1)

 
Q.36.(2)

 
Q.37.(2)

 
Q.38-40.

 
Q.38.(1)   Q.39.(2)  Q.40.(3) 

Indian-American Niraj Antani has won the Republican primary for the US state of Ohio's 
sixth Senate district.
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Tennis star Sania Mirza became the first Indian to be nominated for the Fed Cup Heart 

Award.

EXPLANATION/RRB PO PRE/NUMERICAL ABILITY
Q.41.(3)  The total amount spent = Rs 48000
 This is 75% of the above pie chart.
 The value in the pie-chart

 =  
48000

100 64000
75

× =

 The amount spent on food was = 18.75% of 

64000= 64000
18.75 12000

100
× =

Q.42.(1)  The total amount spent = Rs 48000

 This is 75% of the above pie chart.
 The value in the pie-chart

 =  48000
100 64000

75
× =

 Total share of clothing and housing
 = 16.67% + 10% = 26.67%
 The total amount spent on clothing and housing 

 = 26.67% of 64000 = 
64000

26.67 17069
100

× ≈

Q.43.(4)  The amount spent on housing is 16.67% 
and on education is 6.25% of the total. 
Hence, the required ratio is = 8: 3

Q.44.(1)  The sector which has the maximum percentage 
share in the pie chart showcases maximum 
amount spent.  According to the graph, the 
maximum amount was spent on food which was 
18.75% of the total gives (that is expenditure 
and saving). Since the individual expenditure is 
being calculated of the value given in the pie-
chart, the individual expenses will be in the 
same ratio as that given in the pie-chart.

Q.45.(4)  The total amount spent = Rs 48000

 This is 75% of the above pie chart.

 The value in the pie-chart

 = 48000
100 64000

75
× =

 Savings of the family 

 = 25 % of 64000 = Rs 16000

Q.46.(1)  Efficiency =  2 : 1

 time =  1 : 2

 Difference in time = 1

 so 1 = 42 

Q.47.(1) 

 

1

2

1 2

4 3 12

3 3 9

21
3

7 7

L x x

L x x

L L x

x x

= × =
= × =
+ = =

Q.48.(3)             I                    II
 C.I. =  360               360+36
 S.I. =  360               360

 R% = 
36

100 36%
360

× == 10%

 so, P = 3600 

 

3600
1296

100
6%

r r

r

× × =

=

Q.49.(4)  third angle = 
20

5
100

x x× =

 3x + 2x + x = 180
 6x = 180 

x = 30 
so, 2x + x = 3x 
3×30 = 90 

Q.50.(2)  C.P of 60 kg wheat = 30×9.5 + 30×8.5 = 540
S.P of 60 kg wheat = 60 × 8.9 = 534 
So there is loss of Rs 6 on whole transaction.

Q.51-55.

Members

Female Teacher 26
Male Teacher 52
Female A.O 15
Male A.O 27
Boys (student) 440
Girls (student) 360
Girls (only Hindi) 72
Girls (both) 288
Boys (only Hindi) 330
Boys (both) 110

Q.51.(2) 288 – 110 = 178

Q.52.(2)  
360

100 300%
120

× =

Q.53.(4)  41 – 27 = 14
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Former US Olympic coach Maggie Haney has been suspended for eight years by USA 

Gymnastics for verbal and emotional abuse of athletes.

Q.54.(5)  78: 440 = 39: 220
Q.55.(1)  27 + 26 + 72 = 125
Q.56.(3)  Total expenditure ( Jan – Jun) 
 = 4200×6 = 25200
 Total expenditure ( Feb – June) 
 = 25200 – 1200 = 24000
 Total expenditure ( Feb – Jul) 
 = 24000 + 1500 = 25500

 

25500
4250

6
=

Q.57.(4)  Downstream speed = 10+4 = 14
 Upstream speed = 10 – 4 = 6
 Now total time is 26 hours
 If distance between A and B is d, then distance 

BC = d/2

 

26
14 12
13

26
84

168

d d

d

d

+ =

=

=
Q.58.(3)  Area required = curved surface area + Area of 

base = 2pr h + pr2= 594
Q.59.(2)  Time taken by one tap to fill the half of tank = 3 

hours
 Part filled by the four taps in 1 hour 

 = 
1 2

4
6 3

 × =  

 Remaining part = 
1 1

1
2 2

 − =  

 x = 
1 3 3

1
2 2 4

 × × =   hours = 45 min

Q.60.(4)  Setup cost = Rs 2800
 paper, ink = Rs 1600
 Printing cost = Rs 3200
 Total cost = Rs 7600
 Total Sale price 
 = 1500×5 = 7500
 Let the amount obtained from advertising is X, 

then, 
 (7500 +X) – 7600 = 25% of  7500
 X = 1975

Q.61.(3)  845–625=?
 ?=220
Q.62.(3)  18868–1760=?3

 ?3=17108
 ? ≈ 26 
Q.63.(3)  555–121=?×1.5
 ? ≈ 290 
Q.64.(1)  7569+3844–1764=?×9
 ?=9649/9
 ? ≈ 1072
Q.65.(2)  12167–3136=?×7
 ? ≈ 1290
Q.66-70. 

60% 40% 16 48 32 80
37.5% 62.5% 10 15 25 40
66.67% 33.33% 8 16 8 24
45% 55% 8 36 44 80
52% 48% 3 39 36 75

Q.66.(3)  Required answer = 8
Q.67.(4)  70 : 112
 = 35 : 56 = 5 : 8

Q.68.(3)  
11

100 44%
25

× =
Q.69.(4) 

Q.70.(1)  
154

30.8
5

=

Q.71.(1)  +62, –82, +102, –122, +142

Q.72.(2)  × 1 +2, ×2+4, ×3+6, ×4+8, ×5+10 
Q.73.(5)   + 16, + 19, + 22, + 25, + 28
Q.74.(5)  + 12 – 1, + 22 + 2, + 42 – 1, + 82 + 1, + 162 – 1
Q.75.(2)   – 18) ÷ 2, – 18) ÷ 2, – 18) ÷ 2, – 18) ÷ 2, – 18) ÷ 2
Q.76.(1)  x=-7, -5/2
 y=-2, -1
Q.77.(3) x= -1/3, -5/2
 y= -5/2, 1/2
Q.78.(5) x= -3/2, 1
 y= 3/2, -4/3
Q.79.(1) x= -1/24, 3/23
 y= 7/2, 3
Q.80.(5) x= -13/12, 1
 y= -1/3, -3/4
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Tarun Bajaj assumed charge as the Secretary of the Department of Economic Affairs 
(DEA).

Q.1.  Find the missing number from the below options.

  
 (A) 27 (B) 52 (C) 44 (D) 67 
Q.2.  Fluorine is related to Halogen in the same way as 

Argentum is related to which one.
 (A) Radio Active (B) Gas 
 (C) Metal  (D) Inert Gas 
Q.3.  Select the Venn diagram that best represents the 

given set of classes. 
 Bulls, Cows, Hens

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.4.  Four numbers have been given out of which three 
are alike in some manner, while one is different. 
Choose the odd one.

 (A) 99  (B) 117  (C) 135  (D) 105 
Q.5.  Four words have been given out of which three 

are alike in some manner, while one is different. 
Choose the odd one.

 (A) Yellow (B) Blue (C) Pink (D) Red 
Q.6.  In a code language, ‘honna son kolu’ means ‘gold 

is yellow’; ‘kump son lapi’ means ‘rose is red’; 
‘kolu man lapi’ means ‘yellow and red’. What is 
the word for ‘gold’ in that code language?

 (A) man (B) son (C) kolu (D) honna 
Q.7.  Select the correct option that will come next in the 

following series. 

 

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 
 
Q.8.  The statements below are followed by two 

conclusions labelled I and II. Assuming that the 
information in the statements is true, even if it 
appears to be at variance with generally established 
facts, decide which conclusion(s) logically and 
definitely follow(s) from the information given in 
the statements. 

 Statements: 
 All rupees are dollar.  
 All dollars are coin. 
 Conclusion 
 I: No coins are rupees. 
 II: All rupees are coin.
 (A) Only conclusion II follows.
 (B) Only conclusion I follows. 
 (C) Neither conclusion I nor conclusion II follows.
 (D) Both conclusions I and II follow.
Q.9.  Find the odd letter group.
 (A) XZ (B) GI  (C) FG (D) MO 
Q.10.  Malini went from her office to the bank. She 

started her journey facing West. First, she went 
2 km straight; then she turned to her right and 
went. 3 km. finally, she turned left and walked 2 
km to reach the bank. What is the shortest distance 
between Malini's office and the bank?

 (A) 3.5 km  (B) 3 km 
 (C) 4 km  (D) 5 km 
Q.11.  Observe the following randomly drawn figures 

and choose the option that forms a square.

 
 (A) 3, 4, 5  (B) 1, 4, 5 
 (C) 2, 4, 5  (D) 1, 4, 2 
Q.12.  From the options, select the cube that can be 

formed by folding the given sheet.

SSC STENOGRAPHER / REASONING ABILITY
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 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.13.  Select the correct option that will fill in the blank 
and complete the series.

 B, E, H, K, N, Q, ......
 (A) U (B) S (C) R (D) T 
Q.14.  The statement below is followed by two 

conclusions labelled I and II. You have to assume 
everything in the statement to be true, and then 
decide which of the conclusion logically follows 
for pursuing.

 Statement: Drinking milk is beneficial for health. 
 Conclusion I: All healthy people drink milk. 
 Conclusion II: Milk is harmful to the child.
 (A) Both conclusions I and II follow.
 (B) Only conclusion I follows. 
 (C) Only conclusion II follows.
 (D) Neither conclusion I nor conclusion II follows. 
Q.15. 

 Observe the above figures which show the process 
of cutting a drawing paper. Identify the resultant of 
it from the following options.

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.16.  If in a code language, BANK is written as AZMJ 
and TABLE is written as SZAKD, then which 
letter will be there in seventh place from right after 
coding COMPUTER in the same way?

 (A) S (B) T (C) N (D) Q
Q.17. The statements below are followed by two 

conclusions labelled I and II. Assuming that the 
information in the statements is true, even if it 
appears to be at variance with generally established 
facts, decide which conclusion(s) logically and 
definitely follow(s) from the information given in 
the statements. 

 Statements: 
 All wheat are barley.  
 All peas are barley. 
 Conclusion: 
 I:  Some wheat are peas. 
 II:  No wheat is peas.
 (A) Only conclusion I follows.
 (B) Either conclusion I or conclusion II follows. 
 (C) Only conclusion II follows.
 (D) Both conclusions I and II follow. 
Q.18.  Choose the correct option that will replace the 

question mark and continue the given figure series.

 

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.19.  Select the option that is related to the fourth term 
in the same way as the first term is related to the 
second term. 

 Apple : Peach :: ? : Cream
 (A) Butter  (B) Cookie 
 (C) Bread  (D) Cake 
Q.20.  Select the correct option that will fill in the blank 

and complete the series. 
 ZCC, XEE, ......, TII, RKK
 (A) RGG  (B) SGG 
 (C) UGG  (D) VGG 

PNB Housing Finance has appointed Neeraj Vyas as its interim Managing Director and 
CEO.
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Q.21.  If '÷' means '+', '–' means ' ÷', '×' means '–' and '+' 
means '×' then find the value of

 (12 × 4) – 2 × 4
 (A) 1 (B) 3  (C) 0 (D) 2 
Q.22.  Four words have been given out of which three 

are alike in some manner, while one is different. 
Choose the odd one.

 (A) Kilometer (B) Barometer 
 (C) Hygrometer (D) Anemometer 
Q.23.  Select the option that correctly represents the 

classes given below: 
 Furniture, Chairs, Beds

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.24.  Six friends A, B, C, D, E and F are sitting in a 
circle facing the centre. F is to the immediate 
left of A and B is sitting opposite to E.  A and D 
are sitting opposite to each other. Who is sitting 
second to the right of F?

 (A) Either B or E (B) Either B or D 
 (C) C  (D) D 
Q.25.  Select the correct option that will fill in the blank 

and complete the series. 

 1, 3, 3, 6, 5, 12, 7, 24, 9, 48, 11, ......
 (A) 95 (B) 69  (C) 59 (D) 96 
Q.26.  In certain code MOONG is written as 1344147 

and LUCKNOW is written as 12531114423, How 
will MARIGOLD be written in that code?

 (A) 13118374124 (B) 13118574124 
 (C) 13118374114 (D) 131189715124 
Q.27.  Four words have been given out of which three 

are alike in some manner, while one is different. 
Choose the odd one.

 (A) Pen  (B) Hunter 
 (C) Forceps (D) Typewriter 
Q.28  If '$' denotes 'Addition', '#' denotes 'Subtraction', 

'%' denotes 'Multiplication', '@' denotes 'Division', 
then find the value of the given equation.

 26 # 30 @ 5 % 3 $ 2
 (A) 15 (B) 10  (C) 14 (D) 12 
Q.29.  Select the correct option that will fill in the blank 

and complete the series. 
 O, G, Z, T, O, ....
 (A) K (B) J  (C) H (D) E 
Q.30.  Select the option that is related to the third term in 

the same way as the second term is related to the 
first term. 

 EP : MX :: AI : ?
 (A) IM (B) IQ (C) JP (D) IJ 
Q.31.  Four numbers have been given out of which three 

are alike in some manner, while one is different. 
Choose the odd one.

 (A) 23 (B) 29  (C) 37 (D) 51 
Q.32.  Replace the question mark (?) with a suitable 

option to complete the series. 
 MAC, PDF, S?I, VJL
 (A) E (B) G  (C) H (D) F 
Q.33.  Four words have been given out of which three 

are alike in some manner, while one is different. 
Choose the odd one.

 (A) Advisor (B) Follower 
 (C) Counselor (D) Guide 
Q.34.  Select the option that is related to the third term in 

the same way as the second term is related to the 
first term. 

 VEGT : SHJQ :: XCEV : ?
 (A) HSFU  (B) LTHS  
 (C) UFHS  (D) SHFT 
Q.35.  Select the correct option that will fill in the blank 

and complete the series. 
 CX, FU, IR, LO, ...., RI
 (A) OM (B) OL  (C) OK (D) OH 
Q.36.  Four words have been given out of which three 

are alike in some manner, while one is different. 
Choose the odd one.

 (A) Novel  (B) Book  
 (C) Poem  (D) Writer 
Q.37.  Find the missing number from the below options. 

3 2 2 222
6 1 1 511
7 5 3 ?

 (A) 653 (B) 356  (C) 365 (D) 635 

Hotel startup OYO has appointed former Starbucks Chief Operating Officer Troy Alstead 
as an independent member of the board of directors.
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Q.38.  If moon is called sea, sea is called water, water is 
called air, air is called sun and sun is called river, 
then what do we breathe in?

 (A) River  (B) Air  
 (C) Water  (D) Sun 
Q.39.  Which of the following equations will be 

correct if numbers 3 and 6 and signs x and + are 
interchanged?

 (A) 15 × 6 + 3 = 43  (B) 35 × 3 + 6 = 53
 (C) 20 × 3 + 6 = 60 (D) 6 × 3 + 25 = 135
Q.40.  Find the missing number. 
 4   3   50   5 
 7   6   ?     8
 (A) 149 (B) 139  (C) 129 (D) 159 
Q.41.  Select the option that is related to the third term in 

the same way as the second term is related to the 
first term. 

 12 : 9 :: 45 : ......
 (A) 41 (B) 81  (C) 24 (D) 18 
Q.42.  Four pair of numbers have been given out of 

which three are alike in some manner, while one is 
different. Choose the odd one.

 (A) 13 : 2186 (B) 7 : 336 
 (C) 11 : 1320 (D) 5 : 120 
Q.43.  Seven friends P, Q, R, S, T, U and V are watching 

hockey match in a stadium sitting in a row. P and U 
are sitting at the extreme ends. S is sitting second 
to the right of P and between T and R. Q is sitting 
between U and V. R is sitting left of V. Who is 
sitting at the extreme right end?

 (A) U (B) T  (C) R (D) P 
Q.44.  Select the option that is related to the third term in 

the same way as the second term is related to the 
first term. 

 3 : 82 : : 4 : ?
 (A) 256 (B) 257  (C) 64 (D) 48 

Q.45.  Select the correct option that will fill in the blank 
and complete the series. 

 97, 101, 103, 107, 109, ....
 (A) 113 (B) 123  (C) 111 (D) 133 
Q.46.  If 'A' is replaced by ' +'; 'B' is replaced by '- '; 'C' is 

replaced by '÷', and ̀ D' replaced by '×' then find the 
value of the following equation. 

 27 C 9 A 15 D 3 B 16
 (A) 32 (B) 34  (C) 55 (D) 65 
Q.47.  Select the correct option that will fill in the blank 

and complete the series. 

 27, 39, 63, .....
 (A) 79 (B) 83  (C) 99 (D) 89 
Q.48.  VD Raman's house is 30 m into the west of a 

temple, which is 40 m into the north of a church. 
One day, VD Raman starts 8 m towards east from 
his house and takes the road which is parallel to the 
temple-church road and walks 50 m before turning 
to his right. He further walks 20 m and reaches a 
gym. What is the difference between the shortest 
distance of VD Raman's house and the church and 
the temple and the gym?

 (A) 15.29 m  (B) 17.79 m 
 (C) 50 m  (D) 70.7 m 
Q.49.  Find the missing term in the given analogous pair. 
 202 : 5, 17 : 4 :: ___ : 7, 10 : 3

 (A) 204  (B) 402  
 (C) 420  (D) 240 
Q.50.  Four pairs of words have been given, out of which 

three are alike in some manner, while one is 
different. Choose the odd one out.

 (A) Sky : Blue (B) Water : Blue 
 (C) Blood : Red (D) Milk : White

Q.51. As on 2018 who was the CEO of National Culture 
Fund?

 (A) Anupam Kher (B) Ramesh Sippy 
 (C) Rahul Nath (D) K L Dhingra 
Q.52. Name the period in which the Slave dynasty 

existed in India?
 (A) 899-1000 AD (B) 1206-1290 AD
 (C) 189-321 AD (D) 1690-1715 AD

Q.53. International day of the Girl child is observed 
every year on which day?

 (A) 11 October (B) 30 November 
 (C) 1 April  (D) 18 January 
Q.54.  2018 Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award was given 

to-
 (A) Hima Das (B) Virat Kohli 
 (C) P U Chithra (D) Neeraj Chopra 

SSC STENOGRAPHER / GENERAL AWARENESS

Ramanand Sagar's 'Ramayan' has become the world's most watched entertainment show 
with 7.7 crore viewers on April 16.
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Q.55.  Name the new kind of painting that was developed 
in Eastern India (Bengal. Bihar and Orissa) during 
the Pala kingdom between 9th - 10th century AD?

 (A) Miniature painting (B) Mural painting 
 (C) Oil painting (D) Tanjore painting 
Q.56.  Name the first product to get a GI tag in India?
 (A) Darjeeling Tea (B) Kancheevaram silk 
 (C) Aranimila kannadi (D) Alphonso Mango 
Q.57. How many individuals have achieved the 

distinction of winning double Nobel Prize?
 (A) 4 (B) 3  (C) 2 (D) 1 
Q.58.  The epicenter of the earthquake that caused 

a tsunami on 26/12/2004 was located in 
the________.

 (A) Southern Ocean (B) Pacific Ocean 
 (C) Indian Ocean (D) Atlantic Ocean 
Q.59.  The International Conference on Status and 

Protection of Coral Reefs (STAPCOR — 2018) 
was held at-

 (A) Lakshadweep (B) Andaman 
 (C) Goa  (D) Diu 
Q.60. In which year was the National Culture Fund 

created as a Trust?
 (A) 1996 (B) 1999  (C) 2002 (D) 2010 
Q.61. In which language was ‘Tawarikh' written?
 (A) Tulu  (B) Persian 
 (C) Punjabi (D) Urdu 
Q.62. What type of process is Corrosion?
 (A) Mechanical process
 (B) Electrical process 
 (C) Electrochemical process
 (D) Manual process 
Q.63. Pattachitra style of painting is one of the oldest and 

most popular art forms of_______.
 (A) Karnataka (B) Odisha 
 (C) Kerala  (D) Tamil Nadu 
Q.64. Basavan was a famous _________ in Mughal 

Period.
 (A) Actor  (B) Musician 
 (C) King  (D) Painter 
Q.65.  Damayanti Joshi was a famous___________.

 (A) Kathak dancer (B) Bengal poet 
 (C) Carnatic singer (D) Tamil artist 
Q.66. What was the per capita income in India at current 

prices during 2017-18?
 (A) `1.13 lakh (B) `1.23 lakh 
 (C) `1.03 lakh (D) `1.33 lakh 
Q.67. Which year witnessed the rise of the Rashtrakut 

dynasty that ruled the Deccan and surrounding 
areas?

 (A) 987 AD (B) 1678 AD
 (C) 753 AD (D) 1278 AD
Q.68. The Pullela Gopichand Academy trains-
 (A) tennis players (B) badminton players 
 (C) wrestlers (D) cricketers 
Q.69. What was the total amount of Bank deposit in 

India as on March 2018?
 (A) `107 lakh crore (B) `137 lakh crore 
 (C) `127 lakh crore (D) `117 lakh crore 
Q.70. Name the disinfectant that is used to purify water 

after it has been Iodine-treated?
 (A) Potassium (B) Iron 
 (C) Vitamin C (D) Calcium 
Q.71. Apart from Mahatma Gandhi, who was the 

other prominent personality to protest against 
untouchability in India?

 (A) Bhimrao Ambedkar
 (B) Subhash Chandra Bose 
 (C) Jawaharlal Nehru
 (D) Bhagat Singh 
Q.72. Who won the first battle of Tarain?
 (A) Raziya Sultan (B) Shivaji 
 (C) Prithviraj Chauhan (D) Rajendra Chola 
Q.73. What is the SI unit for electrical resistance?
 (A) Mole  (B) Kelvin 
 (C) Ampere (D) Ohm 
Q.74. Which of the following is caused by high-speed 

winds and air pressure difference?
 (A) Cyclones (B) Lightening 
 (C) Volcanoes (D) Drought 
Q.75. The Indian Constitution states that 'The total 

number of Ministers, including the Prime 
Minister, in the Council of Ministers shall not 
exceed _________ percent of the total number of 
members of the House of People'.

 (A) 11 (B) 15  (C) 18 (D) 12 

Producers Guild of India CEO Kulmeet Makkar, aged 60, passed away.
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Q.76. What is the term used to refer to helium atoms that 
have lost two electrons?

 (A) UV Rays (B) Theta Rays 
 (C) Alpha Rays (D) X Rays 
Q.77. As per the ranking undertaken by Swachh 

Survekshan Grameen 2018. which State is the 
third cleanest in India?

 (A) Manipur (B) Himachal Pradesh 
 (C) Maharashtra (D) Kerala 
Q.78. Sunil Arora assumed office as ......... in December, 

2018.
 (A) Chief Election Commissioner
 (B) Lok Sabha speaker 
 (C) RBI Governor
 (D) Vice President 
Q.79. Alexander, the Great invaded India in the 

year__________.
 (A) 263 BC (B) 326 BC 
 (C) 236 BC (D) 362 BC 
Q.80. The first practical light bulb was invented 

by__________.
 (A) Galileo Galilei 
 (B) Alexander Graham Bell 
 (C) Thomas Alva Edison
 (D) Isaac Newton 
Q.81. Water, foam, dry powder & wet chemical are types 

of__________.
 (A) Fire extinguishers (B) Detergents 
 (C) Shampoos (D) Vitamin Supplements 
Q.82. Who won Santo Domingo open trophy in doubles 

category in 2018?
 (A) Leander Paes (B) Sania Mirza 
 (C) Somdev (D) Rohan Bopairna 
Q.83. India is going to build its longest river bridge. 

Which two places will it connect?
 (A) Dhubri and Phulbari
 (B) Cherapunji and Tura 
 (C) Shillong and Tura
 (D) Shillong and Cherapunji 
Q.84. Cobalt Oxide imparts which colour to glass?
 (A) Green  (B) Purple  
 (C) Blue  (D) White 
Q.85. Hemoglobin is a protein inside red blood cells, 

carries_________.

 (A) Oxygen (B) Carbon di-oxide 
 (C) Nitrogen (D) Ozone 
Q.86. India is predicted to reach what global ranking by 

2024 in the Global Aviation market?
 (A) 3 (B) 4  (C) 7 (D) 5 
Q.87. What is the position of Rewari district among the 

districts category in Swachh Survekshan Grameen 
2018?

 (A) 5 (B) 6  (C) 2 (D) 7 
Q.88. In 2018, which of the product from India received 

the GI tag?
 (A) Shahi Litchi (B) Payyanur Pavithra ring 
 (C) Solapur Chaddar (D) Chanderi Saree 
Q.89. Which of the following is an instrument of the 

monetary policy of the Reserve Bank of India?
 (A) Public Debt
 (B) Tax Rate 
 (C) Government Expenditure
 (D) Repo Rate 
Q.90. Name the minister who is acting as Finance 

Minister on behalf the current Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley who is unwell?

 (A) Piyush Goyal (B) Suresh Prabhu 
 (C) Ram Vilas Paswan (D) Smriti Irani 
Q.91. Which State was awarded for the third maximum 

citizen's participation in Swachh Survekshan 
Grameen 2018?

 (A) Maharashtra (B) Rajasthan 
 (C) Jammu & Kashmir (D) Sikkim 
Q.92. Who among the following won the Commonwealth 

Association for Public Administration and 
Management's International Innovation Award for 
2018?

 (A) Kerala Startup mission
 (B) Unnayan Banka 
 (C) Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)
 (D) Startup Village 
Q.93. Which country won 2018 Commonwealth 

Association for Public Administration and 
Management Award?

 (A) India  (B) Singapore 
 (C) Sri Lanka (D) Malaysia 
Q.94. What is the term used to refer to the process of 

conversion of water vapor back to water?

The US Navy announced recently that it will host the world’s largest maritime exercises in 
Hawaii again this year. The drills will be held only at sea.
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Q.101. Select the correct passive form of the given 
sentence.

 The secretary gave me the application form.
 (A)  The application form was being given to me  

 by the secretary.
 (B)  The application form is given to me by the  

 secretary.
 (C)  The application form had been given to me  

 by the secretary.
 (D) The application form was given to me by the  

 secretary.
Q.102-111. In the following passage, some words have 

been deleted. Fill in the blanks with the help of 
the alternatives given.

 Black Friday, the day following Thanksgiving 
Day, is widely (A)..... as the beginning of the 
Christmas shopping season. Most (B)........ 
retailers open early and (C)...... promotional sales 
to (D)...... the holiday shopping, season. Often, the 
three days following Thanksgiving, are holidays 
thereby increasing the number of (E)..... shoppers. 
It has (F)..... been the busiest shopping day of the 
year since 2005. The earliest (G)........ of the use 
of the phrase Black Friday in a shopping (H)..... 
suggests that it originated in Philadelphia, where it 
was used to describe the heavy and (I)...... traffic 
that occurred on the day after Thanksgiving. The 
usage of the term Black Friday (J).... back to at 
least 1961.

Q.102. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank A.
 (A) noted  (B) regarded
 (C) judged  (D) thought
Q.103. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank B.
 (A) major  (B) influential
 (C) important (D) considerable
Q.104. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank C.
 (A) offer  (B) make available
 (C) come up with (D) put forward
Q.105. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank D.
 (A) kick-off (B) start out
 (C) start over (D) set off
Q.106. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank E.
 (A) future  (B) hidden
 (C) potential (D) likely
Q.107. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank F.
 (A) ordinarily (B) routinely
 (C) consistently (D) normally
Q.108. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank G.
 (A) suggestion (B) sign
 (C) mark  (D) evidence
Q.109. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank H.
 (A) situation (B) context
 (C) setting  (D) background

 (A) Condensation (B) Evaporation 
 (C) Freezing (D) Sublimation 
Q.95. Who along with Virat Kohli is the recipient of 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratan award in 2018?
 (A) Tintuluka (B) Jeremy Lalrinnunga 
 (C) Neeraj Chopra (D) Mirabai Chanu 
Q.96. Which of the following is the national fruit of India?
 (A) Mangroov Indica (B) Mongoose Indica 
 (C) Marvelous Indica (D) Mangifera Indica 
Q.97. Which of the following states has the highest life 

expectancy at birth?
 (A) Andhra Pradesh (B) Jammu and Kashmir 
 (C) Himachal Pradesh (D) Kerala 
Q.98. Who was appointed as the new Chief Justice of 

India in October 2018?

 (A) Indu Jain (B) Ranjan Gogoi 

 (C) Chelameswar (D) Venugopal 

Q.99. Who will replace Mr. Amandeep Gill as the 
Ambassador of India to the United Nations 
Conference on Disarmament, Geneva?

 (A) Ram Kumar Sharma

 (B) Pankaj Udhas 

 (C) Pankaj Sharma

 (D) Alok Nath 

Q.100. Which State was awarded for the second maximum 
citizens' participation in Swachh Survekshan 
Grameen 2018?

 (A) Goa  (B) Mizoram

 (C) Sikkim  (D) Gujarat

SSC STENOGRAPHER / ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Arvind Kumar Sharma has taken over the charge as Secretary to the Ministry of Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises.



100

SSC STENOGRAPHER 06 FEB 2019 (SHiFT-i)

MICA  JULY 2020

Q.110. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank I.
 (A) disturbing (B) meddling
 (C) interfering (D) disruptive
Q.111. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank 

no J.
 (A) dates (B) takes (C) occurs (D) goes
Q.112. Select the alternative that will improve the 

underlined part of the sentence. In case there is 
no improvement select "No improvement".

 They have done lot of researches before making 
the film.

 (A) No improvement (B) a lot of research
 (C) lots of research (D) a lot of researches
Q.113-117. Identify the segment in the sentence which 

contains the grammatical error.
Q.113. Whenever I went to the cinema I bought myself 

popcorn and coke for a special treat.
 (A) Whenever (B) bought
 (C) went  (D) for
Q.114. Can anyone tell me what did we learn in 

Mathematics yesterday?
 (A) anyone  (B) Can
 (C) did we learn (D) in
Q.115. Jayan woke up have a sore throat and by evening 

his voice had disappeared.
 (A) woke up (B) by
 (C) had disappeared (D) have
Q.116. I think boys and girls must be learning to do 

household chores from an early age.
 (A) think  (B) to do
 (C) from  (D) be learning
Q.117. Some students who are late will not be allowed to 

enter the examination hall.
 (A) allowed to enter (B) Some
 (C) will not be (D) who
Q.118. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the 

blank.
 Minu thinks that Salman is ________ than Nitin.
 (A) more better (B) Best
 (C) good  (D) better
Q.119. Select the correct passive form of the given 

sentence.
 Mr. Zabihullah did not submit the grades on time.

 (A)  The grades are not submitted by Mr. Zabihullah 
on time.

 (B)  The grades have not been submitted by Mr. 
Zabihullah on time.

 (C) The grades were not submitted by Mr. 
Zabihullah on time.

 (D)  The glades were not being submitted by Mr. 
Zabihullah on time.

Q.120-121. Given below are four sentences, three of 
which, are jumbled. Pick the option that gives 
the correct order.

Q.120. A.  You do buy old books, don't you?
 B.  People seem to prefer to buy new books   

 nowadays.
 C.  Business is not so good as it used to be.
 D.  I'll have to see what you have got before I  

 answer your question.
 (A) ACBD (B) ABCD (C) ADCB (D) ACDB
Q.121. A.  When I returned to my seat, I happened to 

see  a man who was my neighbour years ago.
 B.  He was a great talker.
 C.  so I did not wish to meet him now just as my  

 holiday was about to begin.
 D. It used to take hours to get away from him.
 (A) ACDB (B) ADBC (C) ABCD (D) ABDC
Q.122. Select the correct indirect form of the given 

sentence.
 "I arrived in India last week," said Sarah.
 (A)  Sarah said that she had arrived in India the  

 previous week.
 (B)  Sarah said that she had arrived in India the  

 last week.
 (C)  Sarah said that she has arrived in India the  

 last week.
 (D)  Sarah said that she arrived in India the last  

 week.
Q.123. Select the alternative that will improve the 

underlined part of the sentence. In case there is 
no improvement select "No improvement".

 Me and Anshita are going to the mall.
 (A) I and Anshita 
 (B) Anshita and I
 (C) Myself and Anshita
 (D) No improvement

A microwave steriliser named as “ATULYA” has been developed by the Defence Institute 
of Advanced Technology, Pune.
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Q.124. Select the most appropriate antonym of the 
given word.

 FLAMBOYANT
 (A) strident (B) loud
 (C) modest  (D) extravagant
Q.125-126. Select the correct indirect form of the given 

sentence.
Q.125. "I will appreciate your support," the new captain 

told the team.
 (A)  The new captain informed the team that he will 

be appreciating their support.
 (B)  The new captain informed the team that he 

would appreciate their support.
 (C)  The new captain informed the team that he will 

appreciate their support.
 (D)  The new captain informed the team that he 

appreciates their support.
Q.126. "When will you complete your project?" my 

teacher asked.
 (A)  My teacher asked when I will complete my 

project.
 (B)  My teacher asked when I will be completing 

my project.
 (C) My teacher asked when I could complete my 

project.
 (D) My teacher asked when I would complete my 

project.
Q.127-131. Read the following passage and answer the 

questions.
 Tutankhamen was Pharoah of Egypt from 1361 to 

1352 BC. He died at the early age of nineteen and 
was buried in a tomb in the Valley of the Kings, 
on the west bank of the river Nile. Not much is 
known about the life of this king or why he died so 
young. We would never have heard of him if not 
for the magnificent treasures found in his tomb. All 
the other tombs in the Valley of the Kings had been 
robbed in ancient times. But nobody knew about 
Tutankhamen's tomb for hundreds of years. Hence, 
there was a great deal of excitement when his tomb 
was discovered by two Englishmen. One of them, 
Howard Carter, was a professional archaeologist. 
The other, Lord Carnarvon, was a rich man 
interested in archaeology and who generously 
spent his money on excavations. For four years, 
from 1917 to 1922, they had been excavating in the 
Valley of the Kings without finding anything new. 

They were on the verge of giving up when a step 
appeared as Carter was clearing some stones near 
a royal tomb. He excavated further and unearthed 
a breathtaking collection of treasures in a tomb, 
all buried with Tutankhamen 3274 years ago! 
However, the story of Tutankhamen did not end 
there. Some Egyptians believed that according to an 
ancient curse anyone who touched Tutankhamen's 
tomb would die. Most people laughed at the idea 
of the curse coming true. However, when the last 
man climbed out of the tomb, a sudden sandstorm 
blew up and people saw a hawk, the ancient royal 
symbol of Egypt, fly overhead. Locals took this 
to mean that the spirit of the dead king had left 
his tomb, cursing those who had opened it. Five 
months later, Lord Carnarvon, died of an infected 
mosquito bite on his cheek.

Q.127. Which one of the following statements is TRUE?
 (A) Tutankhamen died of a mosquito bite.
 (B) Most Egyptians did not believe that there was 

a curse on those who touched Tutankhamen's 
tomb.

 (C) Very few tombs had not been robbed by raiders.
 (D) Lord Carnarvon sponsored excavations 

because he loved archaeology.
Q.128. The phrase ‘on the verge of giving up' ...... means:
 (A) sacrificing (B) continuing
 (C) rising  (D) surrendering
Q.129. Tutankhamen is remembered today because:
 (A) He died very young.
 (B) He was a famous ruler of Egypt.
 (C) His tomb contained treasures.
 (D) He was buried in the Valley of the Kings.
Q.130. The sight of the hawk flying in the skies suggested 

that:
 (A) Lord Carnarvon would be bitten by a mosquito.
 (B) The king's spirit had escaped from the tomb.
 (C) The curse was about to come true.
 (D) A sandstorm was on its way.
Q.131. The tomb of Tutankhamen was discovered in:
 (A) 1922 AD (B) 1352 BC
 (C) 1917 AD (D) 1361 BC
Q.132. Select the alternative that will improve the 

underlined part of the sentence. In case there is 
no improvement select "No improvement".

The Department of Science & Technology (DST) has commenced a new programme 
named as Year of Awareness on Science & Health (YASH).
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 You have watched that film before, how you?
 (A) No improvement (B) hadn't you
 (C) hasn't you (D) haven't you
Q.133. Select the most appropriate meaning of the 

idiom.
 Wash one's hands off something.
 (A) refuse to change one's mind
 (B) refuse to be responsible for something
 (C) clear all doubts regarding a situation
 (D) claim responsibility for an action Solution
Q.134. Select the most appropriate synonym of the 

given word.
 SCRUMPTIOUS
 (A) disgusting (B) revolting
 (C) horrendous (D) delicious
Q.135. Select the most appropriate antonym of the 

given word.
 RAUCOUS
 (A) subdued (B) unruly
 (C) harsh  (D) wild
Q.136. Identify the segment in the sentence which 

contains the grammatical error.
 Even if our main players pull up, we will go ahead 

with the match as scheduled.
 (A) go-ahead with (B) pull up
 (C) Even if  (D) as
Q.137. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the 

blank.
 My sister was angry with me because I ......... her 

stapler.
 (A) shred (B) split (C) tore (D) damaged
Q.138. Select the most appropriate meaning of the 

idiom.
 Give someone the cold shoulder
 (A) make someone cold and uncomfortable
 (B) deliberately ignore someone
 (C) make someone feel welcome and comfortable
 (D) sift someone a dress with cut-off sleeves
Q.139. Select the most appropriate synonym of the 

given word.
 CHERISH
 (A) nurture  (B) ignore
 (C) destroy  (D) forsake

Q.140. Select the alternative that will improve the 
underlined part of the sentence. In case there is 
no improvement select "No improvement".

 The cost of my laptop is high than that of yours.
 (A) No improvement (B) is highest to
 (C) is high than that (D) is higher than
Q.141. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the 

blank.
 When you went to Amritsar you must have ........ 

the Golden Temple.
 (A) experienced (B) travelled
 (C) visited  (D) greeted
Q.142. Select the correct passive form of the given 

sentence.
 The war will destroy everything.
 (A) Everything will be destroyed by the war.
 (B) Everything will have been destroyed by the war.
 (C) Everything was destroyed by the war.
 (D) Everything is destroyed by the war.
Q.143. Select the correct passive form of the given 

sentence.
 The teacher is going to take the students on a 

picnic.
 (A) The students will be taken on a picnic by the 

teacher.
 (B) The students are being taken on a picnic by the 

teacher.
 (C) The students were being taken on a picnic by 

the teacher.
 (D) The students are going to be taken on a picnic 

by the teacher.
Q.144. Identify the segment in the sentence which 

contains the grammatical error.
 The children in the colony fed the dogs by throwing 

pieces of meat on them.
 (A) on  (B) in
 (C) by throwing (D) fed
Q.145. Select the most appropriate meaning of the 

idiom.
 Sail close to the wind
 (A) do something that is dangerous or even illegal.
 (B) make attempts to improve a difficult situation
 (C) do something that is legal and acceptable
 (D) sail one's boat close to the shore

Black rice of Manipur, also called the Chak-Hao, Gorakhpur Terracotta and Kadalai Mittai 
of Kovilpatti bagged Geographical Indication tag.
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Q.146. Select the most appropriate antonym of the 
given word.

 RUINED
 (A) lowered (B) uninhabited
 (C) mended (D) damaged
Q.147-148. Select the alternative that will improve 

the underlined part of the sentence. In case 
there is no improvement required, select "No 
improvement".

Q.147. Of all the children in the class Rajiv is the 
naughtiest.

 (A) No improvement 
 (B) Of all children
 (C) Of all the childrens
 (D) Between all the children
Q.148. If I am to meeting the Registrar, I'll discuss the 

matter with him.
 (A) would meet (B) meet
 (C) No improvement (D) have met
Q.149-153. Read the following passage and answer the 

questions.
 I was so homesick during my first two weeks at 

St. Peter's that I devised a way of getting myself 
sent back home. My idea was that I should all of 
a sudden develop an attack of acute appendicitis. 
When I reported my sickness to the teacher, I was 
sent to the Matron. I entered the room clutching 
my stomach on the right-hand side and staggering 
pathetically. 'What's the matter with you boy?' 
the Matron shouted. 'It hurts, Matron,' I moaned. 
'Oh, it hurts so much! Just here!' 'You've been 
over-eating!' she barked. 'I haven't eaten a thing 
for days,' I lied. She began prodding my tummy 
violently with her fingers. I was watching her 
carefully, and when she hit what I guessed was 
the appendix place, I let out a yelp that rattled the 
window-panes. 'Ow! Ow! Ow!' I cried out. 'Don't, 
Matron, don't!' Then I slipped in the clincher. 
'I've been sick all morning,' I moaned. This was 
the right move. Within an hour, the doctor arrived 
and as he examined me, I did my yelping at what 
I thought were the proper times. The Matron 
returned half an hour later and said, 'Your mother's 
coming to fetch you this afternoon.' I didn't answer 
her. I just lay there trying to look very ill, but my 
heart was singing all sorts of wonderful songs. As 
I was taken home on a ferry, I felt so wonderful 
to leave that dreaded school building that I very 
nearly forgot I was meant to be ill.

Q.149. The Matron suspected that the boy had appendicitis 
because:

 (A) he informed his teacher that he felt unwell.
 (B) he hadn't been able to eat anything for days.
 (C) he staggered into the room clutching his 

stomach.
 (D) he screamed when she pressed the right side of 

his stomach.
Q.150. The boy had been at St. Peter's for:
 (A) fifteen days (B) a week
 (C) a month (D) two weeks
Q.151. The sentence – ‘my heart was singing all sorts of 

wonderful songs’ means that the boy…
 (A) was very happy. (B) was fond of music.
 (C) was a good singer. (D) was quite unhappy.
Q.152. The boy's illness was a .........
 (A) real attack of appendicitis.
 (B) trick to get Matron to send him home.
 (C) result of overeating.
 (D) way to get Matron's sympathy.
Q.153. The sentence I've been sick all morning means that 

the boy was:
 (A) unwell during the day.
 (B) unwell the previous day.
 (C) unwell during the night.
 (D) unwell always.
Q.154. Select the correct indirect form of the given 

sentence.
 Dan said, "I need a clean shirt."
 (A) Dan said that he will need a clean shirt.
 (B) Dan said that he would need a clean shirt.
 (C) Dan said that he needed a clean shirt.
 (D) Dan said that he needs a clean shirt.
Q.155. Select the most appropriate synonym of the 

given word.
 CONCEITED
 (A) smug  (B) modest 
 (C) diffident (D) shy
Q.156. Select the correct indirect form of the given 

sentence.
 "Children are eating the wrong foods," remarked 

Mrs. Nair.

Shobhana Narasimhan has been elected as an International Honorary Member to the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
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 (A)  Mrs. Nair remarked that children ate the wrong 
foods.

 (B)  Mrs. Nair remarked that children were eating 
the wrong foods.

 (C)  Mrs. Nair remarked that children eat the wrong 
foods.

 (D)  Mrs. Nair remarked that children have been 
eating the wrong foods.

Q.157. Select the correct indirect form of the given 
sentence.

 "I don't want to hang this picture here," Mary said.
 (A)  Mary said she didn't want to hang this picture 

here.
 (B)  Mary said she didn't want to hang that picture 

here.
 (C)  Mary said that she didn't want to hang this 

picture there.
 (D)  Mary said that she didn't want to hang that 

picture there.
Q.158. Select the most appropriate antonym of the 

given word.
 VIBRANT
 (A) listless  (B) brilliant
 (C) bright  (D) bubbly
Q.159. Select the correct passive form of the given 

sentence.
 Our forces had conquered the fort before 

day-break.
 (A)  The fort was being conquered by our forces 

before day-break.
 (B)  The fort will be conquered by our forces before 

day-break.
 (C)  The fort had been conquered by our forces 

before day-break.
 (D)  The fort was conquered by our forces before 

day-break.
Q.160-161. Given below are four sentences, three of 

which, are jumbled. Pick the option that gives 
the correct order.

Q.160. A. As the train approached the seaside town, I 
went into the corridor to stretch my legs.

 B. I had met him earlier on the platform.
 C. I stayed there for a short while.
 D. I exchanged a few words with one of the 

passengers.
 (A) ABDC (B) ACBD (C) ACDB (D) ADBC

Q.161. A.  In the hotel room, I rested till dinner time.

 B.  I had not escaped from my tiresome neighbour 
after all.

 C.  I had barely raised the glass to my lips when a 
familiar voice greeted me.

 D.  Then I went down and ordered a drink.

 (A) ACBD (B) ABDC (C) DBCB (D) ADCB

Q.162. Select the alternative that will improve the 
underlined part of the sentence. In case there is 
no improvement select "No improvement".

 Rohit is thinking to buy himself a new car.

 (A) buying  (B) to buying

 (C) of buying (D) No improvement

Q.163. Identify the segment in the sentence which 
contains the grammatical error.

 We were woke up in the middle of the night by the 
sound of bursting crackers.

 (A) by  (B) in the middle

 (C) woke up (D) were

Q.164-165. Select the most appropriate option to fill in 
the blanks.

Q.164. The firefighters have finally managed to get the 
forest fire ........

 (A) out of control (B) with control

 (C) under control (D) in control

Q.165. I would appreciate it if you do not get into any ...... 
with your colleagues.

 (A) contest  (B) context

 (C) conflict (D) calamity

Q.166-70. Read the following passage and answer the 
questions.

 The Chinese have been drinking tea for health 
and enjoyment for more than 5000 years. No 
one knows what drew them to the glossy, green 
leaves of Camellia sinensis, but a popular legend 
fills the gap in our knowledge. According to 
legend, Shennong, an early emperor required that 
all drinking water be boiled. One summer day 
while visiting a distant region of his kingdom, 
he stopped to rest because he felt very tired. The 
servants began to boil water for the king and his 
ministers to drink. Dried leaves from a nearby 
bush fell into the boiling water, turning it into a 
brown liquid. The Emperor drank some of the new 

Yes Bank has appointed Neeraj Dhawan as its chief risk officer with immediate effect.
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liquid. He felt fresh and much better after drinking 
the liquid. And thus, tea was created. According to 
an Indian legend a Buddhist monk, on one of his 
travels about 2000 years ago, swore not to sleep 
during the nine years of his journey. However, by 
the end of the third year, he was so fatigued he 
almost fell asleep. That is when he accidentally 
stumbled upon a wild tree and picked a few leaves 
from its top. He chewed on the leaves and soon 
recovered. Thanks to these leaves, he was able to 
stay awake during the next six years of his mission. 
The Japanese version of this legend is slightly 
different. The monk had vowed to meditate for 7 
years without sleep. One night, however, he fell 
asleep. He was so angry with himself that he cut 
off his eyelids and threw them to the ground. A few 
years later, passing by the same spot, he noticed 
a strange-looking bush. He tasted its leaves and 
realized that they gave him the power to keep his 
eyes open. This story soon spread, and tea bushes 
are often seen in Buddhist places of worship.

Q.166. In all the three legends the leaves help the person 
who eats it to recover. This suggests that the leaves:

 (A) are endowed with some magical powers.
 (B) can refresh and rejuvenate a person.
 (C) have medicinal powers that can heal.
 (D) can provide energy and capability.
Q.167. The kind would only............
 (A) eat the leaves of a particular tree.
 (B) drink boiled water.
 (C) drink tea.
 (D) chew dried leaves of a special plant.
Q.168. A suitable title for this passage is ........
 (A) The Discovery of Tea
 (B) Staying awake with Tea
 (C) Tea Legends
 (D) Tea for Power and Enjoyment
Q.169. Which one of the following statements is NOT 

TRUE?
 (A) The Chinese have been aware of the health 

benefits of tea for longer than others.
 (B) The Indian monk fell asleep by the end the 

third year of staying awake.
 (C) The Indian and Japanese legends that surround 

tea are not similar.
 (D) The advent of tea in India happened much after 

the Chinese discovered it.

Q.170. Exhausted has the same meaning as the word........ 
(para2).

 (A) Vowed  (B) Fatigued

 (C) Recovered (D) Stumbled

Q.171.  Select the most appropriate meaning of the 
idiom.

 Twist someone's arm

 (A) to force someone to do something by making it 
hard for them to refuse

 (B) to make someone who is annoyed even angrier

 (C) to persuade someone to do something you want 
because they like you

 (D) to hurt someone who is injured by twisting 
their arm

Q.172. Select the alternative that will improve the 
underlined part of the sentence. In case there is 
no improvement select "No improvement".

 The Western disturbances blowing towards North 
India are colder as before.

 (A) are cold as (B) more colder than

 (C) No improvement (D) are colder than

Q.173. Given below are four sentences, three of which, 
are jumbled. Pick the option that gives the 
correct order.

 A.  Is there a chemist nearby?

 B.  You'll find a big chemist shop a hundred metres 
up the road on the right-hand side.

 C.  Yes, Madam, it's about three minutes’ walk 
from here.

 D.  Take the first right turn, then take the second 
turn to the left.

 (A) ACDB (B) ADCB (C) ADBC (D) ABDC

Q.174. Select the correct indirect form of the given 
sentence.

 Alice enquired. "At what time is the taxi coming?"

 (A)  Alice enquired at what time the taxi was 
coming.

 (B)  Alice enquired at what time the taxi is coming.

 (C)  Alice enquired at what time the taxi would 
come.

 (D)  Alice enquired at what time the taxi has been 
coming.

Maharashtra has announced to provide free health cover to all its citizens under the 
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule Jan Arogya Yojana.
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Q.175. Identify the segment in the sentence which 
contains the grammatical error.

 My nephew has been in hospital since four weeks 
because of mumps.

 (A) because of (B) in
 (C) since  (D) has been
Q.176. Select the correct passive form of the given 

sentence.
 Raju sells flowers in the market every Sunday.
 (A) Every Sunday flowers are sold in the market by 

Raju.

 (B) Every Sunday flowers are being sold in the 
market by Raju.

 (C) Every Sunday flowers were sold in the market 
by Raju.

 (D) Every Sunday Raju is sold by flowers in the 
market.

Q.177. Select the most appropriate synonym of the 
given word.

 DESPISE
 (A) admire  (B) approve
 (C) abhor  (D) appreciate
Q.178-179. Select the correct indirect form of the given 

sentence.
 "I have been exercising for many years," claimed 

Parvathi.
 (A) Parvathi claimed that she is exercising for 

many years

 (B) Parvathi claimed that she had been exercising 
for many years.

 (C) Parvathi claimed that she has exercised for 
many years

 (D) Parvathi claimed that she has been exercising 
for many years.

Q.179. "When will my parcel arrive?" Madhav asked.
 (A) Madhav asked when his parcel would be 

arriving.

 (B) Madhav asked when his parcel would arrive.

 (C) Madhav asked when his parcel arrived.

 (D) Madhav asked when his parcel will arrive.

Q.180. Select the most appropriate meaning of the 
idiom.

 Get down to brass tacks

 (A) to do whatever it takes to achieve something
 (B) to stand at the lowest step or rung of a ladder
 (C) to start talking about the basic facts of a 

situation
 (D) to tell someone only what they need to know
Q.181. Select the alternative that will improve the 

underlined part of the sentence. In case there is 
no improvement select "No improvement".

 Shilpa, whom is my tenant, lost the keys of the 
house.

 (A) that is my tenant (B) which is my tenant
 (C) who is my tenant (D) No improvement
Q.182-184. Select the correct passive form of the given 

sentences.
 Sukanya has cooked enough food for twenty 

people.
 (A) Enough food for twenty people was cooked by 

Sukanya.
 (B) Enough food for twenty people had been 

cooked by Sukanya.
 (C) Enough food for twenty people will be cooked 

by Sukanya.
 (D) Enough food for twenty people has been 

cooked by Sukanya.
Q.183. They are setting up a carpet recycling factory.
 (A) A carpet recycling factory was being set up by 

them.
 (B) A carpet recycling factory has been set up by 

them.
 (C) A carpet recycling factory is being set up by 

them.
 (D) A carpet recycling factory was set up by them.
Q.184. Richa hasn't invited me to the party.
 (A) I had not been invited to the party by Richa.
 (B) I was not invited to the party by Richa.
 (C) I haven't been invited to the party by Richa.
 (D) I am not invited to the party by Richa.
Q.185. Select the correct indirect form of the given 

sentence.
 "I will come tomorrow," promised Vijaya.
 (A) Vijaya promised that she is coming the next 

day.
 (B) Vijaya promised that she would come the 

following day.

Dwayne Johnson and Dove Cameron have won favourite movie actor and actress awards, 
respectively, at Kids' Choice Awards 2020.
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 (C) Vijaya promised that she will come the next 
day.

 (D) Vijaya promised that she would come 
tomorrow.

Q.186. Select the alternative that will improve the 
underlined part of the sentence. In case there is 
no improvement select "No improvement".

 The film stays with you long after you are finished 
watching it.

 (A) have finished watching
 (B) had finished watching
 (C) No improvement
 (D) are finishing watching
Q.187. Select the most appropriate antonym of the 

given word.
 STUPENDOUS
 (A) fantastic (B) awful
 (C) wonderful (D) amazing
Q.188. Select the correct passive form of the given 

sentence.
 I will have finished my work before 6.00 pm.
 (A) My work will have finished before 6.00 pm.
 (B) My work will have been finished before 6.00 pm.
 (C) My work will be finished before 6.00 pm.
 (D) My work will finish before 6.00 pm.
Q.189. Identify the segment in the sentence which 

contains the grammatical error.
 The captain of the team was very criticized for the 

quality of his leadership.
 (A) his (B) the (C) for (D) very
Q.190. Select the most appropriate synonym of the 

given word.
 LUXURIANT
 (A) plain (B) lush (C) barren (D) meagre
Q.191-200. In the following passage, some words have 

been deleted. Fill in the blanks with the help of 
the alternatives given.

 The two (Q)...... philosophies of Chinese culture 
are Confucianism and Taoism. Each influenced the 
(R)..... of Chinese history and the development of 
the culinary arts. Confucianism concerned itself 
with the art of cooking and placed (S)...... on the 
enjoyment of life. Taoism was responsible for 

the (T)........ of the hygienic (U)...... of food and 
cooking. To the Chinese, food and friends are 
inseparable. A (V)........ without food is considered 
incomplete and (W)........ . Confucius established 
culinary standards and proper table (X).......... The 
use of knives at a Chinese dinner is considered 
"poor taste" and the (Y)....... of cutting foods 
into bite-size pieces is unique to the Chinese. 
According to Confucius good cooking depends on 
the (Z)....... of various ingredients.

Q.191. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank no 
Q.

 (A) noticeable (B) central
 (C) powerful (D) dominant
Q.192. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank R.
 (A) path  (B) progress
 (C) course  (D) passage
Q.193. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank S.
 (A) significance (B) emphasis
 (C) importance (D) value
Q.194. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank T.
 (A) growth  (B) development
 (C) expansion (D) progress
Q.195. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank U.
 (A) features (B) aspects
 (C) characteristic (D) quality
Q.196. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank V.
 (A) meeting (B) conference
 (C) gathering (D) audience
Q.197. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank W.
 (A) unacceptable (B) unsuitable
 (C) irregular (D) improper
Q.198. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank X.
 (A) decorum (B) protocol
 (C) etiquette (D) custom
Q.199. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank Y.
 (A) standard (B) habit
 (C) tradition (D) routine
Q.200. Select the most appropriate option to fill blank Z.
 (A) stirring  (B) collaboration
 (C) blending (D) merging

Former Chief Justice of the Chhattisgarh High Court and Lokpal member Ajay Kumar 
Tripathi passed away.
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Q.1.(B) 13 + 5 = 18, 18 + 5 = 23
 18 + 17 = 35, 35 + 17 = 52
Q.2.(C) Argentum is the Metal.
Q.3.(D)  
 

Q.4.(D) 99 = 9 + 9 =  18 = 1 + 8 = 9
 117 = 1 + 1 + 7 = 9
 135 = 1 + 3 +5 = 9
 105 = 1 + 0 + 5 = 6
Q.5.(C) VIBGYOR 
Q.6.(D) ‘gold’ =  honna

 
Q.7.(D) 3 sides, 4 sides, 5 sides,6 sides, 7 sides, 8 sides
Q.8.(A) 
  

Q.9.(C) X (Y) Z
 G (H) I
 F G
 M (N) O
Q.10.(D)  
  

 

 9+16 = 25 = 25  = 5
Q.11.(D) 1, 4, 2
Q.12.(A) 5 opposite %
 8 opposite 9
 7 opposite @
Q.13.(D) +3, +3,......
Q.14.(D) Neither conclusion I nor conclusion II follows.

Q.15.(A)

 
Q.16.(C) Every letter 1 is substracted
 COMPUTER
 BNLOTSDQ
Q.17.(B) 
 

Q.18.(A) 
Q.19.(A) Butter
Q.20.(D) -2, +2, +2
Q.21.(C) (12 – 4) ÷ 2 - 4 = 8 ÷ 2 – 4 = 4 - 4 = 0
Q.22.(A) Except option (A), all other are measurement 

instruments.
Q.23.(D)   
 

Q.24.(A) 
 

Q.25.(D) 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, ...... (+2, +2, +2, +2,----)
 3, 6, 12, 24, 48, 96......(×2, ×2, ×2, ×2, ×2, ----)
Q.26.(A) Consonant = place value according to alphabet 

series.
 Vowels = A E I O U = 1 2 3 4 5
 M A R I G O L D = 13 1 18 3 7 4 12 4
Q.27.(B) Living and non-living things.
Q.28.(B) 26 - 30 ÷ 5 × 3 + 2
 = 26 – 6 × 3 + 2 = 26 – 18 + 2 = 10
Q.29.(A) O, G, Z, T, O, K = -8, -7, -6, -5, -4
Q.30.(B) +8, +8
Q.31.(D) 51 not a prime number.

EXPLANATION/REASONING ABILITY

The Reserve Bank of India cancelled the banking licence of Mumbai-based CKP Co-
operative Bank Ltd.
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Q.32.(B) +3 in each letter.
Q.33.(B) Except option B, all others are similar.
Q.34.(C) -3, +3, +3, -3
Q.35.(B) +3 -3, +3 -3, +3 -3, ---------
Q.36.(D) All three belong to a writer.
Q.37.(A) 3 (-1)     2 (-0)      2 (-0) = 222 
 6 (-1)     1 (-0)      1 (-0) = 511
 7 (-1)     5 (-0)     3 (-0) = 653
Q.38.(D) Sun
Q.39.(B) 35 + 6 × 3 = 53
 35 + 18 = 53
 53 = 53
Q.40.(A) 42+ 32 +52 = 16 + 9 + 25 = 50
 72 + 62 +82 = 49 + 36 + 64 = 149 
Q.41.(B) 12 = 1 + 2 = 32 = 9
 45 = 4 + 5 = 92 = 81
Q.42.(A) 73 – 7 = 336
 113 – 11 = 1320
 53 – 5 = 120
 133 – 13 = 2197 – 13 = 2184
Q.43.(A) P  T/R  S  T/R  V  Q  U
Q.44.(B) 34 + 1 = 82
 44 + 1 = 257
Q.45.(A) +4, +2, +4, +2, +4  
Q.46.(A) 27 ÷ 9 + 15 x 3 – 16

 = 3 + 45 – 16 = 48 – 16 = 32
Q.47.(C) +12, +24, +36
Q.48.(A) 

 
 Distance between the VD Raman house to 

Church = 302 + 402 = 900 + 1600 = 2500
 = 2500  = 50
 Distance between the Gym and Temple
 = (20 + 22)2 + 502 = 422 + 502 = 1764 + 2500
 = 4264

 = 4264  = 65.29
 so the diffrence
 = 65.29-50 = 15.29
Q.49.(C) 5×5×5+77, 4×4+1 :: 7×7×7+77, 3×3+1
Q.50.(B) Water : Blue

Q.51.(D) NCF was established as Trust under Charitable 
Endowment Act, 1890 as funding mechanism 
distinct from existing sources and patterns of 
funding for arts and culture in India As on 2018 
K L Dhingra was the CEO of National Culture 
Fund, while Mrs. Arvind Manjit Singh is the 
current Chief Executive Officer (CEO).

Q.52.(B) The Indian slave dynasty lasted from 1206 to 
1290. The slave dynasty was the first Muslim 
dynasty to rule India. It was founded by Sultan 
Qutbuddin Aibak. It is said that Muhammad 
Ghori did not have a natural heir to the throne 
and he the habit of treating his slaves like his 
own children.

Q.53.(A) International Day of the Girl Child is celebrated 
annually on 11 October to highlight and draw 
attention towards the challenges that girls face.

Q.54.(B) Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli and world 

champion weightlifter Mirabai Chanu received 
the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna from President 
Ram Nath Kovind at Rashtrapati Bhawan on 25 
September 2018.

Q.55.(A) In Eastern India (Bengal. Bihar and Orissa) 
during the Pala kingdom between 9th -  10th 
century AD, a new kind of painting developed 
called Miniature painting.

Q.56.(A) The first product to get a GI tag in India was the 
Darjeeling tea in 2004.

Q.57.(A) Until now, only four people can achieved the 
distinction of winning double Nobel Prize, 
named Frederick Sanger, Linus Pauling, John 
Bardeen and Marie Curie.

Q.58.(C) That tsunami was happened at December 26, 
2004. The epicenter of the earthquake was off 
the west coast of Sumatra, Indonesia in Indian 
Ocean.

EXPLANATION/GENERAL AWARENESS

Noted Kannada poet and Padma Shri awardee, K S Nissar Ahmed died at the age of 84.
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Q.59.(A) The International Conference on Status and 
Protection of Coral Reefs (STAPCOR — 2018) 
was held at Lakshadweep.

Q.60.(A) The National Culture Fund (NCF) was created 
as a Trust in November 1996. 

Q.61.(B) Tawarikh is 'histories' which are valuable 
sources of information about Delhi Sultans. 
These were written in Persian which was 
administrative language of Delhi Sultanat.

Q.62.(C) Corrosion is the gradual destruction of 
materials by electrochemical reaction with their 
environment.

Q.63.(B) Pattachitra Painting- Pattachitra style of 
painting is one of the oldest and most popular 
art forms of Odisha. The name Pattachitra has 
evolved from the Sanskrit words patta, meaning 
canvas, and chitra, meaning picture.

Q.64.(D) Basavan was an outstanding Mughal painter, 
renowned as a superb colourist and as a sensitive 
observer of human nature. 

Q.65.(A) Damayanti Joshi (5 September 1928 – 19 
September 2004) was a noted Indian classical 
dancer in the Kathak dance form.

Q.66.(A)  ̀ 1.13 lakh was the per capita income in India at 
current prices during 2017-18.

Q.67.(C) Rashtrakuta dynasty, Hindu dynasty that ruled 
the Deccan and neighbouring areas of India 
from about 753 to 975 AD.

Q.68.(B) Pullela Gopichand Badminton Academy 
(PGBA) is a badminton training facility in 
Hyderabad, Telangana, India. 

Q.69.(D) Total deposits in banks increased from Rs 
1,09.43 lakh crore at end-March 2017 to Rs 117 
lakh crore in March 2018.

Q.70.(C) Vitamin C eliminates any taste or color of 
iodine (about 50 milligrams) to iodized water 
completely. Iodine purifies the water before 
adding the vitamin C.

Q.71.(A) Apart from Mahatma Gandhi, Bhimrao 
Ambedkar was the other prominent personality 
to protest against untouchability in India.

Q.72.(C) The First Battle of Tarain took place in 1191 CE. 
The battle was fought between the Indian ruler 
Prithviraj Chauhan and Muhammad Ghori. 
Prithviraj Chauhan defeated to Muhammad 
Ghori in the First Battle of Tarain.

Q.73.(D) The SI unit of electrical resistivity is the ohm.
metre (Ω.m). It is commonly represented by the 
Greek letter ρ, rho.

Q.74.(A) Cyclone is large system of winds that circulates 
about a centre of low atmospheric pressure, Its 
direction in north hemisphere is anticlockwise 
while clockwise direction in south hemisphere.

Q.75.(B) The Indian Constitution states that 'The total 
number of Ministers, including the Prime 
Minister, in the Council of Ministers shall 
not exceed15 percent of the total number of 
members of the House of People'.

Q.76.(C) An α particle is the same as a helium nucleus; 
that is, a helium atom that has lost its two 
electrons or a helium ion whose charge is +2e.

Q.77.(C) As per the ranking undertaken by Swachh 
Survekshan Grameen 2018-

 Top 3 cleanest States: Haryana (1st), Gujarat 
(2nd) and Maharashtra (3rd).

Q.78.(A) Sunil Arora is the current and 23rd Chief 
Election Commissioner of India.

Q.79.(B) Alexander, the Great invaded India in the 326 BC. 
Q.80.(C) The electric bulb was invented by Thomas Alva 

Edison in 1879 by.
Q.81.(A) Water, foam, dry powder & wet chemical are 

types of Fire extinguishers. 
Q.82.(A) Leander Paes in partnership with Miguel Angel 

Reyes-Varela of Mexico won the doubles title 
tennis tournament in Santo Domingo.

Q.83.(A) India's longest river bridge with total length of 
19.3 kilometers will be built on Brahmaputra 
river in Assam. This bridge will connect Dhubri 
of Assam to Phulbari of Meghalaya.

Q.84.(C) Deep blue colour is imparted to glass by the 
presence of Cobalt Oxide.

Q.85.(A) Hemoglobin, the protein inside red blood cells, 
carries Oxygen.

Q.86.(A) Currently India at seventh position in the 
aviation market, India is all set to be among 
top three aviation market by 2024 according to 
International Air Transport Association (IATA). 

Q.87.(C) According to Swachh Survekshan Grameen 
Awards 2018-

 Top 3 Districts 1) Satara, Maharashtra 2) 
Rewari, Haryana 3) Pedapalli, Telangana 

Q.88.(A) Bihar's famous Shahi litchi was got 
Geographical Indication (GI) tag in 2018 by the 
ministry of commerce and industry. 

Q.89.(D) Repo Rate is an instrument of the monetary 
policy of the Reserve Bank of India. It is the rate 
at which the central bank of a country (Reserve 
Bank of India in case of India) lends money to 
commercial banks.

Nilaya Mitash, a Karnataka cadre IAS officer of the 1991 batch, has been posted at the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) as principal operations coordination specialist.
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Q.101.(D) The application form was given to me by the 
secretary.

 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘voice’.
Q.102.(B) Widely regarded means considered by a lot of 

people.
Q.103.(A) major retailers
Q.104.(A) Offer promotional sales
Q.105.(A) kick off the holiday shopping.

kick-off (v)- to start an event or activity.
Q.106.(C) Potential shoppers- shoppers who are expected 

to come.
Q.107.(C) 
Q.108.(D) 
Q.109.(B) 
Q.110.(D) disruptive (Adj.)- causing or tending to cause 

disruption.
Q.111.(A)
Q.112.(B) a lot of/ lots of is a correct grammatical structure.
Q.113.(D) Replace ‘for’ with ‘as’ to express the function or 

character that someone or something has.
Q.114.(C) It is an assertive clause so replace ‘did we learn’ 

with ‘we learnt’.
Q.115.(D) Replace ‘woke up have a sore throat’ with 

‘woke up having a sore throat’.

Q.116.(D) Must learn, because modals (may, must, can, 
should etc.) take v1 with them.

Q.117.(B) Replace ‘Some students’ with ‘The students’.
Q.118.(D) The comparison between two is made here so 

the comparative degree is to be used.
Q.119.(C) The grades were not submitted by Mr. 

Zabihullah on time.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘voice’.
Q.120.(C) The correct sequence is ‘ADCB’.
Q.121.(D) The correct sequence is ‘ABDC’.
Q.122.(A) Sarah said that she had arrived in India the 

previous week.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘narration’.
Q.123.(B) The given sentence is a positive one so the order 

would be ‘2nd >3rd >1st person’.
 So the correct answer will be ‘Anshita and I’.
Q.124.(C) Flamboyant (Adj.)- showy, flashy, gaudy
 Its antonym is modest.
 For other options:
 Strident (Adj.)- harsh, shrill
 Extravagant (Adj.)- outrageous, immoderate
Q.125.(B) The new captain informed the team that he 

would appreciate their support.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘narration’.

Q.90.(A) Piyush Goyal was acted as Finance Minister on 
behalf the Finance Minister Arun Jaitley who 
was unwell. The current Finance Minister of 
India is Nirmala Sitharaman.

Q.91.(A) According to Swachh Survekshan Grameen 
2018-

 States with maximum citizen participation: Uttar 
Pradesh (1st), Gujarat (2nd) and Maharashtra 
(3rd).

Q.92.(B) Unnayan Banka, an online and offline 
education project started in Banka, one of the 
least developed districts of Bihar, has won 
the Commonwealth Association for Public 
Administration and Management’s international 
innovation award for 2018.

Q.93.(A) India won 2018 Commonwealth Association for 
Public Administration and Management Award.

Q.94.(A) Condensation is the change of the physical state 
of matter from the gas phase into the liquid 
phase, and is the reverse of vaporization.

Q.95.(D) Team India captain Virat Kohli, and weightlifter 
Mirabai Chanu were honoured with the Khel 
Ratna award that carries a prize of Rs 7.5 lakh.

Q.96.(D) Mango (Mangifera Indica) affectionately called 
King of Fruits is the National fruit of India.

Q.97.(D)  Kerala Being the state with the highest life 
expectancy at birth in India.

Q.98.(B) Justice Gogoi was took oath on October 3. He 
was slated to retire on November 17, 2019. The 
present and 47th Chief Justice of India (CJI) is 
Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde.

Q.99.(C) Pankaj Sharma has been appointed as 
the ambassador and India's permanent 
representative to the United Nations Conference 
on Disarmament in Geneva. He replaced 
Amandeep Gill.

Q.100.(D) According to Swachh Survekshan Grameen 
2018-

 States with maximum citizen participation: Uttar 
Pradesh (1st), Gujarat (2nd) and Maharashtra 
(3rd).

EXPLANATION/ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Game of Thrones actor Hafthor Bjornsson set a deadlift world record by lifting 501 
kilograms (1,104 pounds).
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Q.126.(D) My teacher asked when I would complete my 
project.

 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘narration’.
Q.127.(D) The answer lies in the middle of the passage.
Q.128.(D) Surrendering
Q.129.(C) The answer lies in the fourth line of the passage.
Q.130.(B) The answer lies in the second last line of the 

passage.
Q.131.(A) The answer lies in the middle of the passage.
Q.132.(D) ‘have’ is a helping verb and ‘you’ is the subject 

so it's question tag must be ‘haven't you?’.
Q.133.(B) Wash one's hands off something - To dismiss or 

renounce interest in.
Q.134.(D) Scrumptious (Adj.)- (of food) extremely tasty; 

delicious.
 For other options:
 Horrendous (Adj.)- extremely unpleasant, 

horrifying, or terrible.
 Revolt (v)- take violent action against an 

established government or ruler; rebel.
Q.135.(A) Raucous (Adj.)- making or constituting a 

disturbingly harsh and loud noise.
 Subdued (Adj.)- (of a person or their manner) 

quiet and rather reflective or depressed.
Q.136.(B) Pull up (n)- an exercise involving raising 

oneself with one's arms by pulling up against 
a horizontal bar fixed above one's head. 
So it does not make any sense here.

Q.137.(D) For other options:
 Shred (n)- a strip of material.
Q.138.(B) Give someone the cold shoulder- to 

intentionally ignore someone or treat someone 
in an unfriendly way.

Q.139.(A) Cherish (v)- protect and care for (someone) 
lovingly.

 For other options:
 Forsake (v)- leave, abandon
Q.140.(D) is higher than – the comparative degree must be 

used in order to make comparisons.
Q.141.(C) Visited
Q.142.(A) Everything will be destroyed by the war.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘voice’.
Q.143.(D) The students are going to be taken on a picnic 

by the teacher.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘voice’.

Q.144.(A) Replace ‘on’ with ‘over’, because over (prep.)- 
on top of.

Q.145.(A) Sail close to the wind - verge on indecency, 
dishonesty, or disaster.

Q.146.(C) Ruin (Adj.)- damage or harm.
 Mend (v)- repair (something that is broken or 

damaged).
 For other options:
 Uninhabited (Adj.)- (of a place) without 

inhabitants.
Q.147.(A) No improvement
Q.148.(B) If + present indefinite tense, future indefinite 

tense, is the correct structure.
Q.149.(D) The answer lies in the second line of the passage.
Q.150.(D) The answer lies in the first line of the passage.
Q.151.(A) My heart was singing all sorts of wonderful 

songs means the boy was very happy.
Q.152.(B) Inference based answer.
Q.153.(A) unwell during the day.
Q.154.(C) Dan said that he needed a clean shirt.

Kindly refer to the rules of ‘narration’.
Q.155.(A) Conceited (Adj.)- excessively proud of oneself; 

vain; smug.
 For other options:
 Modest (Adj.)- unassuming in the estimation of 

one's abilities or achievements.
 Diffident (Adj.)- modest or shy because of a 

lack of self-confidence.
Q.156.(B) Mrs. Nair remarked that children were eating 

the wrong foods.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘narration’.
Q.157.(D) Mary said she didn't want to hang that picture 

there.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘narration’.
Q.158.(A) Vibrant (Adj.)- full of energy and life.
 Listless (Adj.)- lacking energy or enthusiasm.
 For other options:
 Bubbly (Adj.)- (of a person) full of cheerful 

high spirits.
Q.159.(C) The fort had been conquered by our forces 

before day-break.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘voice’.
Q.160.(C) 
Q.161.(D) The correct sequence of the passage is ‘ADCB’.
Q.162.(C) Think takes ‘of' with it, and generally, any 

preposition takes ‘gerund' after it.
Q.163.(C) ‘Woken up’ will be correct as III form of a verb 

is used in the passive voice.

Reliance Industries Limited announced that US private equity firm Silver Lake will invest 
Rs 5,655 crore (nearly $750 million) into Jio platforms.
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Q.164.(C) ‘Under control’ is the correct idiomatic use of 
the language.

Q.165.(C) Conflict (n)- a serious disagreement or 
argument.

 For other options:
 Calamity (n)- an event causing great and often 

sudden damage or distress; a disaster.
Q.166.(B) The answer is inference based.
Q.167.(B) The answer is inference based.
Q.168.(C) The answer is inference based.
Q.169.(C) The Indian and Japanese legends that surround 

tea are not similar.
 This statement has not been given in the 

passage.
Q.170.(B) Fatigue (v)- cause (someone) to feel exhausted.
 For other options:
 Vow (n)- a solemn promise.
 Stumble (v)- trip or momentarily lose one's 

balance; almost fall.
Q.171.(A) Twist someone's arm - pressurize someone into 

doing something that they are reluctant to do.
Q.172.(D) ‘Than’ is used with the comparative degree to 

make comparisons.
Q.173.(A) The correct sequence of the passage is ‘ACDB’.
Q.174.(A) Alice enquired at what time the taxi was coming.

Kindly refer to the rules of ‘narration’.
Q.175.(C) For four weeks will be correct, as it is a duration 

of time.
Q.176.(A) Every Sunday flowers are sold in the market by 

Raju.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘voice’.
Q.177.(C) Despise (v)- feel contempt or a deep repugnance 

for; abhor.
Q.178.(B) Parvathi claimed that she had been exercising 

for many years.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘narration’.
Q.179.(B) Madhav asked when his parcel would arrive.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘narration’.
Q.180.(C) Get down to brass tacks - start considering the 

basic facts or practical details.
Q.181.(C) A subjective case (who) must be used for Shilpa 

(a human being).
Q.182.(D) Enough food for twenty people has been cooked 

by Sukanya.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘voice’.
Q.183.(C) A carpet recycling factory is being set up by 

them.

 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘voice’.
Q.184.(C) I haven't been invited to the party by Richa.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘voice’.
Q.185.(B) Vijaya promised that she would come the 

following day.
 Kindly refer to the rules of ‘narration’.
Q.186.(A) have finished watching, present perfect tense 

will be used here.
Q.187.(B) Awful (Adj.)- very bad or unpleasant.
 Stupendous (Adj.)- extremely impressive.
Q.188.(B) My work will have been finished before 6.00 

pm.
 Kindly refer to the rules of voice.
Q.189.(D) An adverb is required here to qualify the verb 

'criticized' past participle form, hence ‘much’ 
will be correct to be used here.

Q.190.(B) Luxuriant (Adj.)- (of vegetation) rich and 
profuse in growth; lush.

 For other options:
 Barren (Adj.)- unproductive
 Meagre (Adj.)- inadequate
Q.191.(D) Dominant (Adj.)- having power and influence 

over others.
Q.192.(C) 
Q.193.(B) Emphasis (n)-prominence, importance
Q.194.(B) 
Q.195.(B) 
Q.196.(C) 
Q.197.(D) 
Q.198.(C) Etiquette (n)- the customary code of polite 

behaviour in society or among members of a 
particular profession or group.

 For other options:
 Decorum (n)- behaviour in keeping with good 

taste and propriety.
 Protocol (n)- the official procedure or system 

of rules governing affairs of state or diplomatic 
occasions.

Q.199.(C) 
Q.200.(C) Blend (v)- put or combine (abstract things) 

together.
 For other options:
 Collaboration (n)- the action of working with 

someone to produce something.
 Stir (v)- mix
 Merge (v)- combine or cause to combine to 

form a single entity.

Sam Lloyd, known for his role as lawyer Ted Buckland in TV show 'Scrubs', passed away 
aged 56.
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