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Dear Aspirants,

Now we are seeing a revolutionary change in the country, which began under the 
leadership of our Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji , eg : Demonetization is a  recently 
taken radical change .

Simultaneously we are also performing very good in some other fields also, like gender 
equality as well as in the field of sports, such as in World Kabaddi competition in which 
we finished with first position in 2016 third time .

But there is more scope of doing good in gender equality in which some of the main areas 
are: - inequality of pay between men and women, etc. 

Along with other key informations, the biggest center of attraction of this year is Man 
Booker Prize winner, Paul Beatty who became the first American writer who got this  
award.

All these changes are positive inputs and our hearts are filled with the hope that the day is 
not far when our country will be counted as a developed country.

We all hope that in the coming year we will perform better in new dimensions, and for 
achieving this goal, Mahendra Family will always play an instrumental role becauses...

     “Your Success is Our Success”

Gratitude

With Best Wishes
Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.

RevolutionA Revolution : 
DEMONETIZATION

EDITORIAL
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SMITA

PERSONAL DETAILS
Name    : SMITA GUPTA

Father’s Name  : MANOJ KUMAR GUPTA

Mother’s Name : SAVITA GUPTA

Education  : B. Tech.(ECE )

Hobbies   : COOKING

Prior Selection  : It is my 1st attempt.

Name of the Exam  : SBI PO 2016

Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 3970928477

Roll No. of Mahendra Institute  : GMN0250696859

MICA : Mahendras family expresses its heartiest 
congratulations on your success as PO in SBI-
2016.

MICA : To whom do you want to give the credit of your 
selection?

SMITA : There are lot of people like my parents & friends 
who constantly supporting  and motivating me.

MICA : After how many attempts did you succeed in 
examination?

SMITA : It was my 1st attempt.

MICA : Did you take help of any institute and if yes, what 
is the role of that institute in your selection?

SMITA :  Mahendra Institute gave me proper idea how to 
prepare and in case of scarcity of time how to 
optimize your efforts.I have also joined the rejoin 
batches ,which helped me a lot.

MICA : How did you prepare for the written examination?

SMITA : I got registered myself with Mahendras.And its 
ST helped me a lot in increasing my speed and 
accuracy.

Quantitative Aptitude: 
Keep your basics clear.Have patience while solving 

questions .Practice will improve your speed. 

Eg Mahendras Maths Book

Reasoning Ability: 
Keep practicing reasoning questions of STs and 

Mahendras Reasoning Book will help a lot. 

Eg Mahendra Reasoning book & practice paper

English:  
I was weak in grammar initially,so practice 1-2 set of 

English Paper daily.It helped in knowing the pattern of 
error.I also used to read newspaper daily. 

Eg Speed test were so helpful and read text book 
thouroughly for all subjects.

General Awareness: 
Read newspaper daily and updated with weekly current 

affairs and its periodic revision.  

Eg Internet, for banking Mahendras, MICA & Monthly 
Boosters, GS Books

Computer & Marketing: 
From Mahendras study material & class notes.

MICA : How do you take “Master in Current Affairs 
Magazine”, and “Mahendra Guru” Website?

SMITA : Specially Mahendra Guru website was full of 
content & helpful, Interview videos were also 
very helpful like I personally like digital class a 
lot. I take it as a good initiative by Mahendras.

MICA : What is the best thing about Mahendras institute, 
according to you?

SMITA :   Inspiring faculties and so competitive ambience.

           1. The facility of rejoining batches.

  2.  The faculty member are very polite and they 
tried their best to clear our doubt.

  3. Digital Class and exam reviews.

MICA : What is the role of “Time Management” in one’s 
success?

SMITA :  Bank Exam is the game of “speed and accuracy 
“and time management plays a very important 
role in increasing or decreasing your attempts or 
successs ratio.

MICA : How did you prepare for the Interview?

SMITA :  I joined the GD/PI classes organized by 
Mahendras & it really helped me to boost up my 
confidence level.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview Board and the 
questions asked?

SMITA : All the members were well composed & they 
tried to make the candidates feel comfortable.

The questions asked were:
(I)  SAARC and my opinion about it . 

(II) GST Bill and platform to be used for its 
implementation.

(III) Finance Minister & Governor of RBI .

(IV)  Length of Himalayas.CM/Governor serving two 
states simultaneously. 

(V)  Some HR question- Like why I leave to current 
organization.

MICA : By whom did you get information of your 
selection and what was your reaction?

SMITA :  From whats app created by Mahendras student 
and I was very much delighted.

MICA : What message do you want to convey to other 
aspirants?

SMITA :  “Dedication” is all that is required to achieve 
anything .Keep yourself dedicated and you will 
achieve what you want.

MICA : Congratulations once again on your success. 
Your success is our success.

SMITA  :    Thank You Mahendra for guiding me to Success.
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 # Prestigious 2015 National Humanities Medal goes to  Abraham Verghese

 # A private entity which recently  tied up with Banaras Hindu University (BHU) to offer    
specialised banking courses is  Axis Bank

 # The recently appointed brand ambassador of ‘Samajwadi Kisan Evam Sarvhit Bima Yojana’    
which was recently launched by UP Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav is  Nawazuddin Siddiqui

 # The first Indian star to enter the Forbes list of highest paid television actresses in the world is  Priyanka Chopra

 # ONGC Videsh Ltd signed an agreement to raise stake in Russia’s Vanok oil field by 11 per     
cent to 26 per cent. The country from which Vanok oil field belongs to  Russia

 # The name of the space lab which was recently launched by China to establish a manned    
space station around 2022 is  Tiangong-2

 # The city which has been named as the most sustainable city in the world by global design     
and consultancy firm Arcadis is  Zurich

 # The denominations of Banknotes which will soon be issued by RBI bearing signature of    
Governor Urjit Patel is  20

 # Recently Captain Ayub Khan died. He is related with field- Politics

 # The club which has won a record seventh consecutive Calcutta Football League (CFL)     
title is East Bengal Club

 # In context with education, NAAC stands for National Assessment  
  and Accreditation  
  Council

 # India’s rank at the Rio Paralympics 2016 is -  43rd

 # The sport with which Davis cup related to -  Tennis

 # The winner of F-1 Singapore Grand Prix 2016 is- Nico Rosberg

 # The city in which “Selfie with My Shauchalaya” campaign has been started is- Ludhiana 

 # The state which has announced Dadri as its 22nd district-  Haryana

 # Young Indian shooter Subhankar Pramanick clinched the gold medal in ______ rifle prone    
event at the ISSF Junior World Cup for pistol, rifle and shotgun-  50 Metre

 # Recently appointed chairman of the Union Public Service Commission is-  Alka Sirohi

 # The film which has been selected at the upcoming 60th edition of BFI London Film    
Festival and the Busan International Film Festival is- A Billion Colour Story

 # The singer who will be conferred with the ‘Bangabibhushan’ award by West Bengal    
government this year 2016 is-  Lata Mangeshkar

 # The name of the supercomputing facility which was launched by Union Human    
Resource Development Minister Shri Praksh Javadekar in IIT Guwahati is-  PARAM-ISHAN

 # Number of  Indians who were selected for the inaugural class of ‘UN Young Leaders     
for Sustainable Development Goals’ of United Nations is-  2

 # The facility which was launched by Railway ministry to improve the railway travel     
experience of elderly, differently-abled and ailing passengers is-  Yatri Mitra Seva

 # ‘Lalit Arpan Samman’ of 2016 has been given to-  Subha Mudgal
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 # Additional charge of Chairman of the agri-export promotion body Agricultural and    
Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) is given to- Anita Praveen

 # According to the joint report of the Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),     
the state which has been ranked best in working conditions for women is-  Sikkim

 # The country which hosted the 6th Brics meeting on Agriculture and Agrarian Development    
from September 22-23, 2016 is-  India

 # The city which has been topped the list of 27 new smart cities announced by the Minister of    
Urban Development M.Venkaiah Naidu is-  Amritsar

 # Alexis Arquette was a famous- Actress

 # Sudan, ______ and Ethiopia signed a pact for technical study of the Grand Ethiopian    
Renaissance Dam (GERD).  Egypt

 # Union Cabinet has decided to merge the Rail Budget and the General Budget on the   
recommendations of the NITI Aayog committee, which is headed by- Bibek Debroy

 # The Outstanding PSU of the year award 2016 by All India Management Association    
(AIMA) has been given to- DMRC

 # “Indra 2016” is a joint military exercise between- India and Russia

 # 10th Annual Clinton Global Citizen Award for leadership in business and philanthropy     
has been coferred to- Adi Godrej

 # According to the “Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2016-17”, the    
university which has topped the list is- Oxford University

 # According to the Forbes, the India’s richest person of the year 2016 is-  Mukesh Ambani

 # The newly elected president of the prestigious Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) is-  Vijay Kelkar

 # “White Helmets”, an aid group which recently won the prestigious Right Livelihood Award    
belongs to which country-  Syria

 # Revathi Sharan Sharma, who died recently is related with which field-  Literature

 # The  prestigious 2015 National Humanities Medal has been awarded to-  Abraham Verghese

 # “FAST”,possibly the world’s largest radio telescope, stands for-  Five-hundred-metre  
  Aperture Spherical  
  Telescope

 # Indian table tennis player ___________ won India’s first international men’s singles    
table tennis title in half a decade-  Sathiyan Gnanasekaran

 # India and US has signed a deal of 145, M-777 ultra-light howitzers worth _______    5000 cr.

 # How many Indian-American scientists have received the MacArthur grant 2016 for     
‘exceptional creativity’ in their fields of interest?  2

 # Cabinet Minister of Science and Technology is-  Harsh Vardhan

 # SCATSAT-1 is related to-  Ocean and Weather  
  related studies 

 # Zolfaqar missile is related to-  Iran 

 # Head of the Indian Olympic Association is-   N Ramachandran 
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 # 2026 Asian Games will be held in-  Tokyo

 # _____ museum has been featured in the ‘25 best museums of Asia’ in a Trip Advisor survey 2016.  Hall of Fame 

 # 1st Gokul gram in india will be setup in- Mathura 

 # According to the World Health Organization, ______ out of 10 people globally are    
breathing poor quality air.   9

 # The Men’s Singles winner at  St. Petersburg Open 2016 is-   Alexander Zverev 

 # A google video app ___________ has been launched for the Indian market which will work     
on slow internet.  YouTube Go

 # World Trade Organization (WTO) has reduced global trade growth forecast for this year     
to _______________ %.  1.7

 # India’s rank in Global Competitiveness Index 2016-  39th 

 # The newly appointed  India’s High Commissioner to U.S.A. is-  Yashwardhan   
  kumar Sinha 

 # The countries who participated in the 12th edition of the ‘Yudh Abhyas’  are-  India and U.S.A 

 # ____________ has been elected as the president of World Bank for his second term-   Jim Yong Kim 

 # ‘Lata Mangeshkar lifetime achievement award’ 2016 by the Maharashtra Government has    
been awarded to-   Uttam Singh 

 # According to the New World Wealth Report 2016, India’s Wealthiest City is-   Mumbai 

 # ‘Best Businessman’ award of annual ‘GQ Men of the Year Awards 2016’ has been awarded to-  Vijay Shekhar Sharma 

 # Forbes Highest-Paid Comedians list 2016 was topped by -   Kevin Hart

 # The sporting event in which India bagged its first gold medal at the fifth Asian Beach Games is- Kabaddi 

 # According to the latest annual survey on employment conducted by Labour Bureau,the state    
which has the highest unemployment rate is-  Tripura 

 # 29th Moortidevi Award 2015 has been awarded to-  Prof Kolakaluri Enoch 

 # The city’s airport which has been named as the ‘Best Tourist Friendly Airport’ under the category     
for ‘State Annual Excellence Awards for the year 2015-16’ by Andhra Pradesh Tourism is-  Tirupati 

 # Annu Rani is related to-   Athletics 

 # ‘She Can Fly’ campaign has been launched by-  Ajay Devgan

 # The car making company for which Sakshi Malik has been roped as the Brand Ambassador is-  Nissan 

 # Gaganjeet Bhullar won his sixth Asian Tour title, winning the Korea Open in Incheon.     
The sport he belongs to-  Golf

 # Daniel Ricciardo has won his first Formula One victory of the season by winning the    
Malaysian Grand Prix 2016. He belongs to which team? Red Bull

 # According to the latest rankings of 111 nations, the Indian Act which has been ranked 4th     
best in the world is-  RTI Act

 # Under the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, the station which has been named as  the ‘Cleanest    
Station’ in India is-  Surat

 # The first Indian who completed the Spartathlon, widely described as the “world’s toughest race” is-   Kieren Dsouza
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 # The chief guest at India’s Republic Day celebrations in New Delhi next year,2017 will be-  Mohammed bin   
  Zayed Al Nahyan  
  (Prince of Abu Dhabi)

 # The team which won its maiden Asian Football Confederation U-16 Championships     
title 2016  at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium is-  Iraq

 # Yoshinori Ohsumi of Japan has won the Nobel Prize 2016 in the field of-  Medicine

 # The newly appointed Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Container Corporation     
of India Ltd (CONCOR), a Navratna PSU under Railways Ministry is-  V Kalyana Rama

 # The recently launched  mobile app by Delhi police for senior citizens to provide    
immediate assistance to them in distress is-  Delhi Police Senior  
  Citizen

 # The brand ambassador of ambitious ‘Haritha Keralam’ project by LDF government is-  K J Yesudas

 # The country for which the Kersti Kaljulaid has been elected as the first female President is- Estonia

 # According to World Bank, the estimated GDP growth of India for the year 2017 is-  7.6%

 # ‘The Ministry of Utmost Happiness’ novel, which is set to be published in 2017 by the    
Penguin Random House, is authored by-  Arundhati Roy

 # David Thouless, Duncan Haldane and Michael Kosterlitz has been awarded    
Nobel Prize 2016 for their outstanding work in the field of-  Physics

 # The city in which Minister of Road Transport & Highways and Shipping, Nitin Gadkari    
formally launched the Indian Bridge Management System (IBMS) is-  New Delhi

 # Yusuf Arakkal was a famous-  Artist

 # Bandhavgarh National Park is situated in-  Madhya Pradesh

 # A Book “Democrats & Decendars “ has been written by-  Ramchandra Guha

 # The field with which, 2016 Nobel prize winners Jean-Pierre Sauvage, Sir J. Fraser Stoddart     
and Bernard L. Fering, related to-  Chemistry

 # Country which won the girls’ U-16 title at the World Youth Chess Championships 2016 in    
Russia is-  India

 # India’s rank among 28 nations in the Biopharmaceutical Competitiveness Survey 2016,    
commissioned by the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America is-  19th

 # The country in which the 1st ‘BRICS’ U-17 football tournament was held is-  India

 # Newly appointed  chairperson of the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) is-  Sushil Chandra

 # The prestigious ‘Sustainable Development Leadership Award’ by President Pranab Mukherjee     
has been given to-  Pawan Chamling

 # Country which hosted the first Asian ministerial conference for disaster risk reduction is-  India

 # The Indian shooter who clinched a silver medal in the 50m pistol event of the ISSF    
World Cup 2016 Final is-  Jitu Rai 

 # The field in which, Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos has been awarded     
the Nobel Prize 2016  is-  Peace

 # The brand ambassador of the IDBI Federal Life Insurance marathon which is going     
to be held in New Delhi on February 26, 2017 is-  Sachin Tendulkar

 # World Mental Health Day is observed on-  10 October
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ABBREVIATIONS
WJFAC  Water Jet Fast Attack Craft 
EDFC  Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor 

TPREL Tata Power Renewable Energy Ltd 

JNNSM Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission 

FIFA Fédération Internationale de Football 
Association 

NCLT National Company Law Tribunal 

NSDA National Skill Development Agency 

ASI Archaelogical Survey of India 

IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES
1st November National Authors Day

8th November International Radiology Day

9th November World Legal Service Day

10th November Transport Day

14th November World Diabetes Day

                           Children’s Day - India

17th November World Philosophy Day

                           World Students Day

19th November National Integration Day - India (Indira 

Gandhi’s birthday)

26th November National Law Day

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY
GLOSSARY:

1: Bait and Switch

The action (generally illegal) of advertising goods that are 
an apparent bargain (the bait) with the intention of inducing 
customers to buy more expensive items (the switch), on the 
pretext that the advertised item is no longer available.

2: Currency Devaluation

Under this  government adjusts the value of the nation’s 
currency so that it buys less of foreign currencies than 
before.

3: Diminishing Marginal Utility

A widely observed relationship in which the additional 
satisfaction (marginal utility) associated with consuming 
additional units of the same product in a given amount of 
time eventually declines.

             BOOKS AND AUTHORS

13 Steps to Bloody Good Wealth 
:-Ashwin Sanghi & Sunil Dalal

Exile: A Memoir 
:-Taslima Nasrin & Maharghya Chakraborty

No Man’s Land
:- David Baldacci

The Tales Of Beedle the Bard   
:- J K Rowling 

The Sellout:- Paul Beatty
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Navdeep Suri 

Senior diplomat Navdeep 
Singh Suri was appointed as 
a Ambassador to United Arab 

Emirates, a strategically important 
country which is major supplier of 
oil to India and is home to around 2.6 
million-strong Indians. 

 # Suri, a 1983 batch Indian Foreign Service official is 
currently serving as Indian High Commissioner in 
Canberra.

 # Suri had served in India’s diplomatic missions in Cairo, 
Damascus, Washington, Dar es Salaam and London 
and as India’s Consul General in Johannesburg.

 # He has also headed the West Africa and Public 
Diplomacy divisions at the Ministry of External 
Affairs. 

Amandeep Singh Gill 

Amandeep Singh Gill was 
appointed as the Ambassador 
of India to the UN Conference 

on Disarmament, Geneva. 

 # Gill is an Indian Foreign Service 
(IFS) officer of 1992 batch.

About Amandeep Singh Gill
 # Gill’s diplomatic career includes assignments in 

Switzerland, Sri Lanka, Iran, and the Permanent 
Mission of India to the UN. 

 # His professional areas of interest focus on international 
relations, disarmament, regional security in South 
Asia, Southeast Asia, Southwest Asia and human 
security issues. 

 # In 2007-2008, he represented India on the UN 
Secretary General’s Panel on Missiles.

 # He was a member of the Indian delegation to the 
Conference on Disarmament during the negotiations 
on the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty.

 # Before joining the Indian Foreign Service, Amandeep 
Gill worked as a telecommunications engineer.

Geeta Phogat 

India’s Olympic wrestler Geeta 
Phogat has been appointed as DSP 
in Haryana Police. Geeta is the 

first Indian woman to have qualified 
for wrestling event at the Olympics at 
London 2012, competes in the 55kg 
freestyle wrestling category. 

 # In state cabinet meeting, a proposal of the home 
department to appoint Geeta as DSP was approved by 
chief minister Manohar Lal Khattar.

 # She is also a gold medallist of the 2010 Commonwealth 
Games in Delhi. She is a two-time gold medallist at 
Commonwealth Wrestling championships in 2009 
and 2011 plus a silver medallist at the event in 2013. 
She also won the bronze medal at the world wrestling 
championships in 2012.

Jason McCracken 

The International Hockey Federation 
(FIH) has appointed New Zealand’s 
Jason McCracken as its Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO). 
 # He will take over on February 

2017 following confirmation of his 
appointment.

 # McCracken will be leaving his role as Head of Insurance 
and Investment Risk at banking group ANZ to take 
on his new post at FIH’s headquarters in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. 

 # He will replace Kelly Fairweather, who is leaving for the 
International Tennis Federation after six years in the role. 

 # McCracken is well known to the hockey family having 
served as an Olympic and World Cup Umpire, FIH 
Committee Member and Technical Official for over 
20-yearsOCT 26

M M Kumar 

Former judge M M Kumar has been 
appointed as President of National 
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), 

constituted to expedite adjudication 
matters under the companies law. 

 # The Appointments Committee of 
Cabinet has approved appointment of 
Kumar for five years or till he attains 
the age of 67 years of age.

 # Kumar, who had been Chief Justice of Jammu and 
Kashmir High Court, is well known for his independent 
approach and impeccable integrity. 

 # He was chairman of Company law Board which has been 
dissolved following constitution of the NCLT from June 
1, 2016. 

 # The tribunal at present has a principle bench in Delhi and 
ten benches at various places.

Karnal Singh 

Senior IPS officer Karnal Singh has been appointed as a 
chief of Enforcement Directorate, the agency entrusted 
with probing money laundering cases.

AppOInTMEnT

AppOInTMEnT
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 # The Appointment Committee 
of Cabinet has approved the 
appointment of Singh as Director, 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) till 
August 31, 2017, i.e. the date of his 
superannuation.

 # Singh, a 1984 batch IPS officer of 
Union territories cadre, is holding 
the additional charge of ED chief since August last 
year. He is at present Special Director in the ED.

Bindheswar Pathak 

Stepping up the efforts to keep 
railway premises clean, Indian 
Railways has joined hands with 

Sulabh International and decided to make 
its founder Bindeshwar Pathak as Brand 
Ambassador of Swachh Rail Mission.

 # Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu 
will felicitate Bindeshwar Pathak, 
founder of Sulabh International as a Brand Ambassador 
for Swachh Rail Mission of Indian Railways.

 # Sulabh International has been assigned to clean some 
important railway stations across the country as part of 
the mission.

 # As a pilot project, Sulabh has started cleaning and 
maintenance of five important railway stations from 
September. These railway stations are Gorakhpur, Old 
Delhi, Jaipur, Ahmedabad and Gwalior.

Sushil Chandra 

Senior Indian Revenue Service 
(IRS) officer Sushil Chandra took 
over as chairman of the Central 

Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT).

 # Chandra, a 1980-batch IRS officer, 
has replaced Rani Singh Nair.

 # Chandra had been Member 
(Investigation) in CBDT since 
December 2015.

 # During his long and illustrious career in the Income 
Tax Department, he has handled many prestigious 
assignments like the Principal Chief Commissioner 
and Director General of Income Tax at Ahmedabad, 
Commissioner of Income Tax (Central) and Director of 
Income Tax (Investigation) at Mumbai.

Chitra Ramkrishna 

World Federation of Exchanges (WFE), which 
represents nearly 45,000 listed companies, has 
appointed NSE’s Managing Director and CEO 

Chitra Ramkrishna as its new chairperson.

 # WFE, which is the global industry 
association for exchanges and 
clearing houses, has appointed 
three new officers in line with 
the organisation’s customary 
geographical rotation of office—
bearers every two years.

 # WFE has also appointed Urs 
Ruegsegger, Group CEO, SIX as its Vice Chairman, 
while it has named William Brodsky, executive 
chairman at Chicago Board Options Exchange, as the 
chairman of its working group committee.

 # Her name was announced at the 56th General Assembly 
in Cartagena, Colombia.

M Rajeshwar Rao 

The Reserve Bank (RBI) has 
appointed M Rajeshwar Rao as 
Executive Director following G 

Mahalingam’s voluntary retirement from 
the central bank.

 # As Executive Director, Rao will look 
after Department of Statistics and 
Information Management, Financial 
markets Operations Department and International 
Department.

 # Prior to taking over as the Executive Director, he 
was the Chief General Manager, Financial Markets 
Operations Department.

 # Rao has a Bachelor of Arts in Economics and a Master 
of Business Administration from University of Cochin. 
He is also a Certificated Associate of Indian Institute 
of Bankers.

 # Rao joined RBI in 1984 and as career central banker has 
exposure in various aspects of central bank functioning.

 # He has previously held charge of the Risk Monitoring 
Department. He has also worked as the Banking 
Ombudsman, New Delhi and in the Reserve Bank’s 
regional offices at Ahmedabad, Hyderabad, Chennai 
and New Delhi.

Jacques Fontaine 

Jacques Fontaine was elected as 
the new president of the World 
Squash Federation (WSF) following 

the completion of the Indian N 
Ramachandran’s second and final four-
year term.

 # Fontaine becomes the Federation’s 
ninth president since the WSF’s 
inception in 1967 - the first Frenchman and third 

AppOInTMEnT
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European - and was elected by delegates representing a 
record-breaking 59 National Federations attending the 
46th WSF AGM.

 # Also elected at the meeting were four new vice 
presidents: Pablo Serna, president of the Colombian 
Federation; Sarah Fitz-Gerald, the five-time World 
Champion and current World Over-45 Champion 
from Australia; Gar Holohan, president of the Irish 
Federation; and Huang Ying How, president of the 
Malaysian Federation.

G Mahalingam 

Former Reserve Bank Executive 
Director G Mahalingam took 
charge as a Whole-Time Member 

of capital markets regulator SEBI. 

 # According to SEBI,in his new 
role, Mahalingam will handle 
integrated surveillance, investment 
management, enforcement 
department, foreign portfolio investors and custodians.

Ishaat Hussain 

Tata Consultacy Services (TCS) 
has said that Tata Sons has 
appointed Ishaat Hussain as the 

chairman of the company. 

 # The Company has received a letter 
dated November 09, 2016 from 
Tata Sons Limited nominating  
Ishaat Hussain as the Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the Company in place of 
Cyrus P. Mistry with immediate effect. 

Meng Hongwei 

China’s Vice-Minister for Public 
Security Meng Hongwei was 
elected as a Interpol President 

and became the first Chinese official to 
take this post.

 # China’s Vice-Minister for Public 
Security was elected the President 
of the International Criminal Police 
Organization (Interpol).

 # Meng took over the position from his predecessor 
Mireille Ballestrazzi from France after being elected 
at the closing ceremony of Interpol’s 85th General 
Assembly held in Bali, Indonesia. The President of the 
Interpol heads its Executive Committee and is elected 
by the General Assembly for a period of four years.

R Subramania Kumar 

R Subramania Kumar was given additional charge of 
the post of Managing Director and Chief Executive 
Officer of Indian Overseas Bank for three months. 

 # The Appointments Committee of Cabinet has approved 
entrustment of additional charge of the post of MD 
and CEO, Indian Overseas Bank to Kumar, the only 
available Executive Director in the bank.

Nikki  Haley 

44-year-old Indian-American 
South Carolina Governor 
Nikki Haley has been elected 

as Vice Chairman of the powerful 
Republican Governors Association.

 # Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker 
was elected Chair and Haley, the 
daughter of Indian immigrants, Vice 
Chair of the Republican Governors Association (RGA) 
for the year 2017.

Michael Flynn and Mike Pompeo 

US President-elect Donald Trump 
announced key Cabinet picks 
with the influential post of 

National Security Adviser going to his 
trusted military adviser Lt Gen (rtd) 
Michael Flynn while Congressman 
Mike Pompeo was selected to head the 
powerful CIA.

 # Sessions has a distinguished legal career and has served 
as both the US Attorney for the Southern District of 
Alabama and Alabama Attorney General prior to his 
service in the US Senate.

 # Flynn, a retired United States Army Lieutenant General 
and former director of the Defence Intelligence Agency, 
assumes the position of National Security Advisor with 
a decorated career of more than 35 years in service.

 # Pompeo, representing Kansas’ Fourth Congressional 
District, is a former active duty cavalry officer in the 
US Army and graduated first in his class from the US 
Military Academy at West Point. He currently serves 
on the House Intelligence Committee, which oversees 
America’s intelligence-gathering efforts.

Ami Bera 

Ami Bera, the only Indian- 
American in the current 
Congress, has been re-elected to 

the US House of Representatives for the 
third consecutive time after defeating his 
Republican rival. 

AppOInTMEnT
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 # Bera, 51, would be joined by three first-time 
Indian- American lawmakers in the US House of 
Representatives -- Raja Krishnamoorthi from Illinois, 
Pramila Jayapal from Washington State and Ro Khanna 
from California.

 # He defeated Republican Sacramento County sheriff 
Scott Jones. This is for the first time that the House 
would have four Indian-American members. 

 # With Bera’s victory, he ties the record of the most 
consecutive terms served by an Indian-American in 
Congress, previously held by Congressman Dalip 
Singh Saund,who served three terms from 1957-1963. 

 # In the run up to the polls, Bera was endorsed by US 
President Barack Obama. In 2012, Bera led Republican 
Dan Lungren by 184 votes the morning after Election 
Day, and his lead eventually grew to 9,191 votes. 

 # In 2014, Bera was down by more than 3,000 votes on 
election night, and he came back to win by 1,455 votes. 

Pankaj Patel 

Zydus Cadila CMD Pankaj Patel 
has been elected as a president of 
industry body FICCI (Federation 

of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry)for 2017 and will take over 
once the incumbent Ambuja Neotia 
Group Chairman Harshavardhan Neotia 
completes his term next month.

 # Patel will take over from Harshavardhan Neotia, 
Chairman of Ambuja Neotia Group, during the FICCI 
Annual General Meeting to be held on 16 and 17 
December.

 # Pankaj Patel is actively involved in various educational 
institutions and is on the advisory committees and 
academic councils of several educational institutions 
such as Indian Institute of Science Education and 
Research, IISER, Kolkata, Indian Institute of 
Management, Ahmedabad, The Ahmedabad University 
and Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies.

 # Patel is the Executive Chairman, Vice President and 
Trustee of the Gujarat Cancer Society and Chairman of 
the Gujarat Cancer and Research Institute, a regional 
Cancer Centre and one of the largest of its kind in India.

Yudhvir Singh Malik

Yudhvir Singh Malik, the Special 
Secretary with NITI Aayog, has 
been appointed as new Chairman 

of National Highways Authority of India 
(NHAI). 

 # Yudhvir Malik who was with NITI 
Aayog joins as new NHAI Chairman 

in place of Raghav Chandra . Chandra, has been shifted 
to National Commission for Schedule Tribes.

 # Malik had joined NITI Aayog as its Additional 
Secretary in September last year. Prior to joining 
government think tank, he was CEO of FSSAI from 
October 20, 2014 to September 23, 2015.

Vinod Pande 

Pension regulator PFRDA has 
appointed Vinod Kumar Pande 
as Stipendiary Ombudsman, a 

position where he will oversee timely 
and effective resolution of grievances of 
subscribers. 

 # Pande earlier had stints with SBI and 
SBI Caps, India’s largest domestic 
Investment Bank.

 # PFRDA has been established by the Government for 
regulation and development of pension sector in order 
to protect the old age income security of subscribers. 

N V Srinivasan 

Trade body Indo-American 
Chamber of Commerce has 
appointed N V Srinivasan, NVS 

and Associates Managing Partner, as 
its National President for the period 
2016-17. Srinivasan was elected by the 
committee of the Chamber during the 
meeting held in Mumbai recently . 

 # Bhasin and Company Managing 
Partner Lalit Bhasin and entrepreneur Vasant 
Subramanyan were elected as Executive Vice-
Presidents respectively. 

Mariamma Koshy 

In the 41st Hockey India Executive 
Board meeting held, Hockey India 
announced. Mariamma Koshy as it’s 

new President. Hockey India Secretary 
General, Mohd. Mushtaque Ahmad has 
now taken over as the Chairman of the 
Hockey India League Governing Board. 

 # These decisions have come in the 
light of Dr. Narinder Dhruv Batra stepping down from 
this position due to his recent election as the new 
President of the International Hockey Federation (FIH). 

Anil Jain 

BJP National General Secretary and in-charge of 
Haryana and Chhattisgarh, Anil Jain was elected as 
the president of the Bharat Scouts and Guides.

 # Jain took over the charge of the organisation.

AppOInTMEnT
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 # He said scouting has 107 year of history in the country 

and in 216 countries scouting activities take place with 
about its 4 million members.

Zubair Mahmood Hayat

General Zubair Mahmood Hayat 
took charge as Pakistan’s new 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Committee at an official ceremony in 
the garrison city of Rawalpindi. The 
senior-most serving officer Zubair was 
promoted to the rank of four-star general 
and appointed as 17th Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC).

 # He replaced the outgoing chairman General Rashad 
Mehmood who completed his three-year tenure. Zubair 
was presented with a guard of honour at a ceremony 
attended by all chiefs of staff, including outgoing army 
Chief General Raheel Sharif.

 # Incoming army chief General Qamar Javad Bajwa was 
also present on the occasion. Bajwa will take over the 
command of the army . 

 # Theoretically, the CJCSC should to be the senior-most 
four-star officer from any of the three services (army, 
navy and air force), but as per tradition the post now 
goes to an army officer.

Rajiv Chopra 

State Trading Corporation said 
that Rajiv Chopra, its Director 
(Marketing), has been given 

additional charge of Chairman & 
Managing Director of the firm.

 # Earlier, the company had placed 
its CMD Khaleel Rahim under 
suspension with effect from November 18, 2016, 
without elaborating on the reason behind the decision.

 # “Rajiv Chopra, Director (Marketing) of the Company 
will look after the charge of Chairman & Managing 
Director (CMD), STC Ltd.

 # In addition to his existing charge for a period upto 
February 17, 2017, or till such time the post is filled up 
on regular basis or until further orders. 

 # Rahim took over as CMD in August 2013 and scheduled 
to complete his five-year term in August 2018. 

 # State Trading Corporation is a public sector firm under 
the administrative control of the Ministry of Commerce 
& Industry.

David John

Former exercise physiologist of the 
senior national men’s team David 
John of Australia was officially 

appointed as the High Performance 
Director of Indian hockey.

 # John, whose appointment was 
officially confirmed by Hockey 
India, will take over the charge of 
High Performance Director from Roelant Oltmans, 
who has been relieved from the post after being named 
as the chief coach of the Indian men’s hockey team till 
2020 Tokyo Olympics. 

 # John has previously worked with the senior national 
men’s team as an exercise physiologist and scientific 
advisor prior to 2012 London Olympics.

 # John has also worked in a similar role -- as a High 
Performance Director -- for two teams in the Hockey 
India League, most recently for Kalinga Lancers in the 
2016 season where the team finished runners up.

 # John has vast experience across various sporting 
disciplines, which includes hockey, rugby, Australian 
Rules Football and triathlons.

Madan Pendse 

Reliance Defence & Engineering Ltd said its board 
has appointed Madan Pendse as its chief financial 
officer (CFO).

 # The board of directors of the company at its meeting 
held, i.e. October 15, 2016, has appointed Madan 
Pendse as chief financial officer and key managerial 
personnel (KMP) of the company with effect from 
October 17, 2016. 

 # The company said in a regulatory filing.

 # It said the appointment has been made consequent upon 
superannuation of Sridhar Krishnamurthy, the present 
CFO with effect from October 15.

Saina Nehwal 

In a rare honour for an Indian 
sportsperson, star shuttler Saina 
Nehwal has been appointed 

as a member of the International 
Olympic Committee’s (IOC) Athletes’ 
Commission.

 # Saina received a letter to the effect 
from the IOC President Thomas 
Bach. “Following your candidature for the elections 
of the IOC Athletes’ Commission during the Olympic 
Games Rio 2016, it is with great pleasure to appoint 
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you in consultation with the Chair, as Member of the 
Athletes’ Commission,” the letter said. The Athletes’ 
Commission is chaired by Angela Ruggiero and it 
comprises nine vice presidents and 10 other members. 
The next meeting of the Commission is scheduled for 
November 6.

Anjali Bansal, Vibha Padalkar and Sanjay Bhandarkar 

Tata Power has appointed 
Anjali Bansal, Vibha Padalkar 
and Sanjay Bhandarkar as 

independent directors on the its board, 
effective from October 14.

 # Bansal is a Senior Advisor to TPG 
Capital (TPG), a leading global 
private equity fund, based in 
Mumbai. Padalkar is Executive Director and Chief 
Financial Officer at HDFC Standard Life Insurance 
Company Limited (HDFC Life) and Bhandarkar is the 
former Managing Director of Rothschild’s Investment 
Banking operations in India.

 # The company release said appointments of independent 
directors are in terms of Regulation 30 of the SEBI 
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) 
Regulations, 2015.

 # Further, the newly appointed independent directors 
reinforce its intent to attract high quality talent and 
expertise. Their appointment was passed at a recently 
conducted Board meeting. 

 # The Company has also declared that none of the three 
newly appointed independent directors are related to 
any of the other directors of the company.

Renu Khator 

A top Indian-American woman 
academic and president of 
the University of Houston 

was appointed as member of the US 
Department of Homeland Security’s 
Academic Advisory Council.

 # The appointment of Renu Khator, 
Chancellor of the University of 
Houston System and president of 
the University of Houston (UH), was announced by US 
Secretary of Homeland Security Jeh Johnson.

 # The council, which is made up of 23 members, including 
college presidents, academic leaders and inter-agency 
partners, provides advice and recommendations to the 
secretary on matters related to homeland security and 
the academic community.

 # Since its formation in 2012, members have issued more 
than 120 recommendations in the areas of academic 

research and faculty exchange, campus resilience, 
cybersecurity, international students, Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) academic programmes and 
recruitment of current students and recent graduates.

 # Khator, who will serve a four-year term on the council, 
was selected by DHS based on her expertise in higher 
education leadership and University of Houston’s 
leadership in homeland security research.

 # University of Houston is the lead institution for the 
DHS Center of Excellence for Borders, Trade and 
Immigration Research, awarded in late 2015. 

 # And one of only three universities in Texas with dual 
designation by the National Security Agency and the 
DHS for its educational and research programmes in 
cybersecurity and cyber defense.

Admiral Srinivas 

Rear Admiral Vennam Srinivas took charge as the 
Flag Officer Submarines from Rear Admiral Sanjay 
Mahindru.

 # Srinivas was commissioned on July 1, 1897 and 
has served 25 years in the submarine arm. He has 
commanded two conventional submarines, a destroyer 
prior assuming command of the nuclear submarine INS 
Chakra, a Naval release issued here said.

 # Whilst serving ashore, the officer commanded the 
Navy’s submarine training establishment and has been 
the principal director at Naval Headquarters, it said.

 # According to the release, Srinivas is an alumnus of 
College of Naval Warfare and has also completed 
the Staff Course in Defence Services Staff College at 
Wellington in New Zealand.

Waman Kendre 

National School of Drama Director 
Waman Kendre has been elected 
as the new president of the Asia 

Pacific Bureau (APB) of Theatre for a 
term of one year with immediate effect.

 # The decision was taken unanimously 
by the directors of the participating 
drama schools from Asia Pacific 
region as the seven-day long meet of the drama schools 
from across the globe came to an end here, an official 
release said.

 # According to the statement, Kendre was made the Vice 
President of Asian Affairs (2016-17) only few months 
ago at the GATS General Conference in Lima, Peru.
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Basant Pratap Singh 

Senior Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) officer Basant 
Pratap Singh was appointed as the 

new Chief Secretary (CS) of Madhya 
Pradesh. The IAS officer of 1984 batch 
(MP Cadre) will succeed Anthony De 
Sa who will be retiring from the service 
on October 31, an official of the Public 
Relation department of the Madhya 
Pradesh government said. Singh will take charge of his new 
assignment from November 1.

 # As per the practice, he will initially take charge as 
OSD of the Chief Secretary Office from Thursday and 
as full-fledged CS from November 1, the official said.

 # At present Singh was posted as Additional Chief 
Secretary in the Home Department, he added.

Supriya Sahu 

Doordarshan DG Supriya Sahu 
has been appointed as the new 
Vice President of the Asia-

Pacific Broadcasting Union.
 # An official statement released by 

the public broadcaster said that it 
participated in the 53rd annual Asia-
Pacific Broadcasting Union General 
Assembly, hosted by the Indonesian public broadcaster 
RRI, which concluded in Bali, Indonesia on 25th 
October.

 # Ko Dae-young, President and CEO of Korean 
Broadcasting System (KBS) was elected as as new 
President and Sahu joins the other two Vice Presidents 
of ABU, Hikaru Doumoto, Executive Vice President of 
NHK-Japan and Senol Goka, Director General of TRT- 
Turkey, the statement said.

Sarabjit Singh Marwah 

Kolkata-born Sarabjit Singh 
Marwah became the first Sikh 
to be appointed to the Canadian 

Senate. Toronto-based Marwah is among 
six people from Ontario who have 
been appointed to the Senate by Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau.

About Sarabjit Singh Marwah
 # Sarabjit Singh Marwah was born in Kolkata in 1952.

 # He completed his schooling from St Xavier’s School. 
He is an alumnus of Delhi’s St Stephen’s College 
and the Delhi School of Economics and holds an 
MBA degree from the University of California in Los 
Angeles.

 # He formerly worked at Scotiabank. He had joined the 
company in Toronto as a financial analyst in 1978. 
Rising through the ranks, he went on to become the 
Chief Financial Officer (COO) of the bank in 1998. In 
2002, he was made the bank’s senior executive vice 
president and chief financial officer.

 # He is one of the founders of the Sikh Foundation of 
Canada that promotes Sikh culture and art among the 
diaspora community.

 # He has also served on the boards of many famous 
Canadian institutions such as the Toronto Star, the 
Toronto International Film Festival, the C.D. Howe 
Institute, the Royal Ontario Museum, the United Way 
Campaign and the Hospital for Sick Children.

Aniruddha Rajput 

Young Indian lawyer Aniruddha 
Rajput won the membership 
to the world body’s top body 

of legal experts, garnering the highest 
number of votes in the Asia-Pacific 
group in a election in the UN General 
Assembly. 

 # Aniruddha Rajput, 33, is among 
the 34 individuals elected by the General Assembly 
as members of the International Law Commission, the 
UN organ tasked with the progressive development of 
international law and its codification.

 # The newly elected members will serve five-year terms 
of office with the Geneva-based body beginning 
January 2017. 

 # The members have been elected from five geographical 
groupings of African, Asia-Pacific, Eastern European, 
Latin American and Caribbean and Western European 
states. 

 # Rajput got 160 votes, topping the Asia Pacific group in 
voting that was held by way of secret ballot.

 # A practicising lawyer of India’s Supreme Court, Rajput 
is also the first Indian nominee chosen from outside 
a close circle of lawyers of the Ministry of External 
Affairs.

Ratnesh Kumar 

State-run Bank of Baroda said it has appointed 
Ratnesh Kumar as managing director and CEO of 
its investment banking subsidiary, BOB Capital 

Markets.  

 # Kumar has 23 years of experience and has held key 
leadership roles, last being the managing director, 
head- cash equities India and CEO of Standard 
Chartered Securities India.

AppOInTMEnT
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A Gopinathan 

A top Indian diplomat A Gopinathan 
will be re-appointed to the Joint 
Inspection Unit of the United 

Nations following his endorsement as 
the sole candidate of the Asia-Pacific 
Group.

 # Ambassador A Gopinathan is to be 
re-appointed to the Joint Inspection 
Unit of the United Nations by the General Assembly, the 
only independent external oversight body of the United 
Nations system mandated to conduct evaluations, 
inspections and investigations system-wide.

 # Gopinath’s re-appointment follows his nomination by 
India and endorsement as the sole candidate of the Asia 
Pacific Group. 

 # He will serve from January 1, 2018 to December 31, 
2022.

 # Gopinathan was first appointed to the UN body for a 
term from January 2013 to December 2017.

Amresh Acharya 

Private sector lender Yes Bank said it has appointed 
Amresh Acharya as Group President and Head of 
Global Indian Banking. 

Acharya will report to Senior Group 
President, Retail and Business Banking 
Pralay Mondal.  Acharya will play a vital 
role in capturing market share on a global 
scale and build stable CASA/deposits, 
and fee income through distribution of 
banking and investment products.

 # Yes Bank offers a comprehensive 
product suite, technology enabled remote channels, 
a wide distribution network in India and partnerships 
with banks in various overseas markets including USA, 
Canada, Europe, South East Asia, UK, Australia and 
GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council) countries.

Rishi Jaitley 

Times Internet, the digital venture 
of the Times of India group, 
announced the appointment of 

former Twitter India head Rishi Jaitley 
as CEO of Times Global Partners. 

 # Times Global Partners is a platform 
which supports launch and 
expansion of emerging global digital 
companies in India.
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Habibullah for social service,  Bakshi and Habibullah 
have been freedom fighters and owe their political 
allegiance to the Congress. 

 # Lt General Anil Chait, who was also the General 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief has been given the 
award for Military Service, Cricketers Gyanendra 
Pandey, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Praveen Kumar and 
Piyush Chawla (cricketer), Rajendra Singh (water 
conservationist), Dr Anil Rastogi (theatre and acting 
in films), Suman Yadav (sports), Syed Mohd Basheer 
Badr (literature & education), Swaroop Kumari 
Bakshi (literature), Prof Rakesh Kapoor (medicine), 
Dr Ramakant Yadav (Medical University, Saifai) and 
Anubhav Sinha (film director).

Public Spiritedness Award 

Singapore honoured Indian-origin U Silvakumar with 
Public Spiritedness Award for his life-saving efforts 
to help an elderly unconscious Chinese man. 

 # U Silvakumar, a military expert, put his life-saving 
instincts to pratice and used cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) process to help the Chinese man 
who was lying unconscious near a Hindu temple before 
the ambulance arrived .

Wildscreen National Geographic Award

Goa-born Malaika Vaz has won 
the 2016 Wildscreen National 
Geographic Roar Talent Bursary 

Award at the recently held Wildscreen 
festival.

 # 19-year-old Vazs short-film 
“Waghoba”, which depicts real life 
story of a newly protected forest in 
Maharashtra, was critically acclaimed at the Festival in 
Bristol, United Kingdom.

 # Vaz is an intern student of Bengaluru-based Felis 
Creations.The bursary award is given to only one 
wildlife story teller from across the world.

 # For the first time in the history of the festival an Indian 
has bagged this award.

Indian American Kerala Cultural and Civic Centre 
Honour 

The Indian American Kerala 
Cultural and Civic Centre will 
honour five Indian-American 

Malayalees for their outstanding 
achievements and service to the society.

 # Kerala Centre has been honouring 
outstanding achievers since 1991 
and every year  invite nominations 
and the committee has to make a unanimous choice 

Chaplin Award 

The Film Society of Lincoln Center 
announced Robert De Niro as 
the recipient of the 44th Chaplin 

Award.

 # De Niro will be presented with the 
award at an award gala on 8 May 
2017.

About Robert De Niro
 # Robert Anthony De Niro is an Italian-American actor 

and producer.

 # He has starred in over 100 films.
 # He was cast as the young Vito Corleone in the 1974 film 

The Godfather Part II, for which he won the Academy 
Award for Best Supporting Actor.

 # He won the Academy Award for Best Actor for his 
portrayal of Jake La Motta in the 1980 film Raging 
Bull.

 # He received the AFI Life Achievement Award in 2003 
and the Golden Globe Cecil B. DeMille Award in 2010.

About Film Society of Lincoln Center
 # The Film Society of Lincoln Center is one of the world’s 

most prominent film presentation organizations.
 # It was founded in 1969 by three Lincoln Center 

executives: William F. May, Martin E. Segal and 
Schuyler G. Chapin.

 # The film society highlights American Independent 
cinema and World Cinema, and recognizes and supports 
new filmmakers.

 # Each year the organization presents its annual Gala 
Tribute, known as Chaplin Award Gala, honouring 
legendary stars and industry leaders.

 # In 2016, the award was won by Morgan Freeman.

Yash Bharti Award

The Uttar Pradesh government 
declared the last list of Yash 
Bharati awardees. As many as 

54 persons would receive the award for 
the year 2016-17, who excelled in their 
respective fields.

 # The nominees are including the name 
of  Hindi film actor Naseeruddin 
Shah, PayTM CEO Vijay Shekhar, Paralympic athlete 
Varun Kumar, qawwali singers Aftab , Hashim (Sabri 
Brothers) , film directors Saurabh Shukla ,Atul Tiwari 
, Swaroop Kumari Bakshi for literature ,Begum 

AwARdS/HOnOuRS

AwARdS/HOnOuRS
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for a candidate in a category to be selected to receive 
the award and this year is no different from previous 
years in terms of their achievements. The honorees was 
honoured at the Kerala Centres 23rd Annual Awards 
Banquet on November 5 in New York.

 # The honorees include Department of Commerce 
Assistant Secretary for Global Markets and Director 
General of the US and Foreign Commercial Service 
Arun M Kumar, who leads the trade and investment 
promotion efforts of the US Government and Ram 
Menon, a Partner at KPMG for corporate leadership.

 # Other honorees include Jay Radhakrishnan, professor 
of Medicine at Columbia University and Clinical 
Chief of the Nephrology Division at the New York 
Presbyterian Hospital in Medicine, T V Rajan Babu, 
Professor and Kimberly Chair in Chemistry at Ohio 
State University in Applied Sciences and Manohar 
Thomas, a Malayalam writer and community activist 
who has been very active for over 30 years in promoting 
Malayalam language and literature of Kerala in US for 
Promoting Literary Work and Community Service.

Centenary Award at IFFI 2016 Award

Veteran singer S.P. 
Balasubrahmanyam will be 
felicitated with the Centenary 

Award for Indian Film Personality of the 
Year at the upcoming 47th International 
Film Festival of India (IFFI) in Goa .

 # Balasubrahmanyam will be 
honoured for his talent. He has been 
working in the film industry since past five decades 
and has rendered more than 40,000 songs. He is a big 
name in Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam and also 
in Hindi.

 # Born as Sripathi Panditaradhyula Balasubrahmanyam, 
the six-time National Award winning-singer holds the 
record of singing the maximum number of songs. He is 
also a recipient of civilian honours -- Padma Shri and 
Padma Bhushan -- conferred by the union government.

 # Balasubrahmanyam, 70, has delivered many hit songs 
like “Om kaara nadhaanu” (“Shankarabharanam”), 
“Tere mere beech mein” (“Ek Duuje Ke Liye”), “Vedam 
Anuvanuvuna” (“Saagara Sangamam”), “Cheppaalani 
Undi” (“Rudraveena”), “Thanga Thamarai” (“Minsaara 
Kanavu”).

 # The IFFI 2016 taken place from November 20-28.

Prince Sultan Bin Abdulaziz International Prize 

Saudi Arabia has awarded eight scientists the Prince 
Sultan Bin Abdulaziz International Prize for Water at a 
ceremony at United Nations headquarters in New York. 

 # The ceremony was hosted by UN. 
Friends of Water and presided over 
by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
along with the prize committee 
chairman Prince Khalid Bin Sultan 
Bin Abdulaziz.

 # The bi-annual prize, established in 
2002, aims to provide recognition to 
scientists and others whose work creatively addresses 
the problem of water scarcity. 

 # Prince Khalid hailed the prize as a way “to help the 
whole world overcome the problem of the scarcity of 
water.”

Kalidas Samman 

Renowned theatre personality and 
Padma Shri, Prof Raj Bisaria is 
all set to weave another feather 

in his cap with the Madhya Pradesh 
government honouring him with its 
prestigious ‘Kalidas Samman’ national 
award for 2015-16 for achievement in 
theatre.

 # The ceremony was held on November 10 in Ujjain, 
which is also the birthday of the 80 year old. 

 # The annual award constituted in 1980 awards 
personalities in the four fields of classical dance, 
classical music, theatre and plastic arts. Previously, the 
likes of Pandit 

 # Ravi Shankar, Pandit Jasraj, MF Husain, Shambhu 
Mitra, Habib Tanvir, Ebrahim Alkazi among others 
have been its recipients.

ICFT UNESCO Gandhi Medal 

National award winning director 
TS Nagabharanas “Allama” 
has been nominated as India’s 

entry for the International Council 
for Film, Television and Audio-visual 
Communication (ICFT) UNESCO 
Gandhi Medal at the 47th International 
Film Festival of India (IFFI).

 # The film is about the 12th century meta-physician, 
Yogi Allama, a son of a temple dancer who embarks 
on a quest for knowledge and answers to his four core 
sentiments, yearning, and failures and self-realisation.

 # ICFT Paris in collaboration with UNESCO will award 
the film that best reflects the Gandhi ideals of peace, 
tolerance and non-violence, a prestigious Gandhi Medal 
and Certificate. This competition section shall have eight 
films including “Allama” that will compete to receive the 
prestigious ICFT UNESCO Gandhi Medal. Other films 
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that will compete in this section are “A Real Vermeer”, 
“Beluga”, “Cold of Kalandar”, “Exiled”, “Harmonia”, 
“The Apology” and “The Family: Dementia”.

Uttarakhand Ratna 

Chief Minister Harish Rawat 
conferred the Uttarakhand Ratna 
award on former chief minister 

Narayan Dutt Tiwari on the occasion of 
the state’s 17th foundation day.

 # The gesture was interpreted in the 
political circles as a smart political 
move ahead of next years Assembly 
election in the state to capitalise on the Congress 
veterans influence in the Kumaon region. Though the 
nonagenarian leader could not attend the function, 
Rawat said it was an “expression of gratitude” to Tiwari 
(91) in recognition of his “outstanding contribution” to 
the states development.

Sumitra Charat Ram Award 

78-year-old noted flautist Pt 
Hari Prasad Chourasia has 
been chosen for this year’s 

Sumitra Charat Ram Award for lifetime 
achievement in the field of Indian 
classical music.

 # The prize is named after Sumitra 
Charat Ram, of the illustrious Shri 
Ram family, who played a key role in the revival of 
the performing arts traditions, specially kathak and 
Hindustani music in north India.

 # She was also the founder of Shiram Bharatiya Kala 
Kendra, one of the country’s premier institutions of 
performing arts.

 # The prestigious Sumitra Charat Ram Award for 
Lifetime Achievement 2016 will be presented to Pandit 
Hari Prasad Chourasia  at Kamani Auditorium by 
Lieutenant Governor Najeeb Jung in the presence of 
Chairman, Sangeet Natak Akademi Shekhar Sen.

 # Chaurasia, a Padma Vibhushan Awardee, started 
learning vocal music from his neighbour, Pandit 
Rajaram, at the age of 15. Later, he switched over to 
playing the flute under the tutelage of Pandit Bholanath 
Prasanna of Varanasi for eight years. 

 # He joined the All India Radio, Cuttack, and Odisha in 
1957 and worked as a composer and performer. Later 
he received guidance from the reclusive Annapurna 
Devi, daughter of Baba Allaudin Khan.

 # The award carries a purse, citation, shawl and a silver 
plaque. The past recipients of the award include Pt 
Birju Maharaj (kathak), Kishori Amonkar (Hindustani 

vocal), Mayadhar Raut (Odissi), Pt Jasraj (Hindustani 
vocal) and Kumudini Lakhia (kathak). 

Digital Innovator of the Year Award

India’s IT major Tata Consultancy Services has been 
awarded ‘Digital Innovator of the Year’ in the Ecosystem 
Excellence category at GE’s Minds + Machines event.

 # The ‘2016 Digital Innovator of the Year’ award 
recognises TCS innovation and excellence in developing 
the TCS Digital Store , an expanding suite of ready-
to-use digital solutions that deliver superior customer 
experience, real time data analytics and organisational 
agility across multiple industry segments.

 # The award was given at an event held in San Francisco, 
California. 

France’s Legion of Honour 

United Nations Secretary General 
Ban Ki-moon received the 
Legion of Honour from French 

President Francois Hollande for his 
contributions to tackling climate change. 
The South Korean diplomat helped 
push through the 2015 Paris Agreement, 
a deal aimed at moving away from 
fossil fuels to cleaner energies that was 
signed by almost 200 countries after nearly two decades of 
negotiations.

 # The Legion of Honour was established in 1802 by 
Napoleon Bonaparte and is considered to be one of 
France’s highest civilian awards.

 # He will be replaced by Antonio Guterres of Portugal.

World Sanskrit Award 

Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn of 
Thailand has been conferred the 
first World Sanskrit Award for her 

contribution towards promotion of the 
language.

 # The award was presented by Vice 
President Hamid Ansari at a function 
attended by Union Minister M J 
Akbar, among others. 

 # The award, instituted by the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations (ICCR), is presented to eminent Sanskrit 
scholars to recognise their outstanding contribution to 
the study/teaching /research in Sanskrit language and 
literature.

AFC special award 

In a rare development for Indian football, woman 
assistant referee Uvena Fernandes was awarded the AFC 
Referees Special Award at a function in Kuala Lumpur.
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 # Uvena received the award from 
Hani Balan, Deputy Chairman, 
AFC Referees Committee for her 
outstanding supervision of the 
final of U-17 Womens World Cup 
in Jordan. She is the first Indian 
assistant referee to ever officiate in 
any FIFA World Cup.

Interfaith leadership Award 

Azamgarh-born Indian-American entrepreneur and 
philanthropist Frank Islam has been felicitated 
with the Interfaith Leadership Award for his 

contributions towards the arts and higher education and 
support of interfaith dialogue.

Lifetime Achievement award at International Film 
Festival of Kerala 

World renowned Czech film 
director Jiri Menzel will be 
honoured with the Lifetime 

Achievement award at this year’s 
International Film Festival of Kerala 
(IFFK).

 # Menzel, a member of the Czech New 
Wave, is also a well-known theatre 
director, actor and screenwriter.

 # His films often combine a humanistic view of the world 
with sarcasm and provocative cinematography. 

 # He received International acclaim in 1967 with his 
very first feature film “Closely Watched Trains”, when 
it won the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language 
Film.

 # Menze’ls controversial film “Larks on a String” 
was filmed in 1969, but was initially banned by the 
Czechoslovakian government was finally released in 
1990 after the fall of the Communist regime.

Asia Pacific Screen Awards 

Indian actor Manoj Bajpayee has won 
the best performance award by an 
actor at the 10th Asia Pacific Screen 

Awards beating Nawazuddin Siddiqui, 
who was awarded a special mention in 
the same category. 

 # Winners in the 10th Asia Pacific 
Screen Awards, said to be the 
region’s highest accolade in film, were announced at a 
glittering ceremony in Brisbane.

 # Hosted by Australian actor David Wenham and 
presenter Anjali Rao, the 2016 Awards marked the 10th 
year of APSA recognising and promoting cinematic 

excellence and cultural diversity of the world’s fastest 
growing film region. 

 # In addition to the main awards, a jury grand prize special 
mention was given to eight-year-old Sunny Pawar from 
India for his portrayal of young Saroo Brierley in Garth 
Davis’ “Lion”. 

 # Bajpayee won the award for his performance as 
Professor Siras in “Aligarh” directed by Hansal Mehta. 
This was his second APSA nomination, following 
a nomination for Anurag Kashyap’s “Gangs of 
Wasseypur” in 2012. 

 # Nawazuddin won the award for his role in 
Kashyap’s”Raman Raghav 2.0”. 

Facebook Awards 

Director Kanwal Sethi and Kabir Mehta took home 
Facebook awards for their films as the 10th edition 
of NFDC Film Bazaar concluded.

 # Sethi’s “Once Again” was chosen from Work-In-
Progress lab, while Mehta’s Buddhagram was selected 
from the 32 Film Bazaar Recommends. 

 # This is the first time that the films from the Film Bazaar 
Recommends section have received the award.

 # The social media giant gave out Facebook Credits (ad 
coupons) worth USD 10 thousand (approx six lacs) to 
the directors.

 # Winners were decided by the mentors of the WIP and 
FBR respectively.

UNESCO Salon Youth Video Competition 2016 Award

Magical Piano, a short film by the Toonz Media 
Group has won an award at the prestigious 
UNESCO Salon Youth Video Competition 2016. 

 # Magical Piano was created in association with the 
Toonz-Disney collaborative venture Kahaani Masters; 
a story-writing contest organised to find out the finest 
story masters in the country. 

 # Magical Piano is the story of a child who receives a 
magical piano for his birthday. Using the magic of 
music, the kid goes own to clean the whole planet and 
then the whole universe, making it a cleaner and happy 
place to live. This unique story was written by Mayul 
Verma, an upper primary student from Agra, India. 

 # The Salon Youth Video Competition was established 
by Salon Films, with the support of UNESCO, to 
promote and encourage the next generation to take part 
in the biggest challenge of the 21st century, sustainable 
development.
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International Film Festival of India (IFFI) Award

The curtains came down on the 
eight day long International Film 
Festival of India (IFFI) with 

Iranian film “Daughter” helmed by Reza 
Mirkarimi winning the coveted Golden 
Peacock Award.

 # Union Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Rajyavardhan Singh 
Rathore conferred this award during 
the concluding ceremony in the presence of “Bahubali” 
director SS Rajamouli as the chief guest.

 # “Daughter” is a story about the girl who exasperated 
by her father’s authoritarian behaviour, announces 
she is off to Tehran to say farewell to one of her best 
friends who is leaving Iran for good and what happens 
thereafter.

 # For the IFFI 2016, the international competition section 
had total 15 movies which were judged by a panel of 
jury headed by writer and director Ivan Passer.  

 # Special jury award was won by the film from Republic 
of Korea “The Throne”, directed by Lee Joon-Ik. 

 # The film is about a 18th century king who punishes 
his own traitor son. The Best Actor Female award was 
bagged by Elina Vaska for her Latvian movie “Mellow 
Mud”, directed by Renars Vimba. The Best Actor Male 
award was won by Farhad Aslani for “Daughter”. 

 # The Best Director award was jointly-shared by Baris 
Kaya and Soner Caner for Turkish film “Rauf”. 

 # “Rauf” is the story of a boy who finds himself in a 
big platonic love, in an effort to delight the girl whom 
he love in a world which loses the colour even in the 
daylight. 

 # ICFT UNESCO’s Gandhi award for the director was 
won by Mustafa Kara for his film “Cold of Kalandar” 
and the special Jury mention award was given to 
Tiffany Hsuig for the Korean movie “The Apology”. 

 # The Centenary Award for the Best Debut Feature of the 
director was won by Pepa San Martin for the film “Ra 
Ra”. 
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Mewa Gandhian 

South African struggle icon and 
husband of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
granddaughter Ela Gandhi, Mewa 

Ramgobin has died at the age of 83 after 
a prolonged illness.

 # Ramgobin, the former president of 
the Natal Indian Congress which 
fought discrimination against 
Indians in South Africa, breathed his last at a Cape 
Town hospital.

 # A former African National Congress Member of 
Parliament until 2009, he was among the first supporters 
of the Release Mandela campaign. He was charged for 
treason in 1985. 

 # The couple was involved in the activities of the Phoenix 
Settlement Trust that was established in 1904 by Gandhi 
near Durban during his tenure in South Africa. 

N Kumar 

N Kumar, Director of State-owned 
Coal India Limited died. He 
assumed the charge of Director 

(Technical) of Coal India Limited in 
2012. 

 # Kumar had graduated in mining 
engineering (B.Tech-Mining) from 
Indian School of Mines, Dhanbad in 
1980. He joined Central Coalfields Ltd (CCL) as junior 
executive trainee the same year. 

 # In first 20 years in CCL, he worked for almost 6 years as 
a manager and seven years as project officer. 

 # He was transferred to Eastern Coalfields Ltd (ECL) in 
2001 in the same capacity and assumed the charge of 
General Manager in 2004 and Chief General Manager 
in 2007. 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad al-Thani 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad al-Thani, 
the former ruler of the tiny Gulf 
nation of Qatar, who was deposed 

by his son in a bloodless palace coup, 
died.

 # The emiri diwan, or royal court, 
announced the death of the 84-year-
old former emir. 

 # Khalifa had not held power since 1995, when he was 
deposed by his son, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani, while vacationing in Switzerland.

Carlos Alberto 

Brazilian football legend and 
captain of the country’s 
legendary 1970 World Cup 

winning national team, Carlos Alberto 
died. He was 72. 

 # He was capped 53 times by Brazil 
and netted one of the most iconic 
goals in World Cup history, 
finishing off a magnificent team move involving eight 
different players to score Brazil’s fourth in a 4-1 final 
win over Italy in Mexico City.

 # The 1970 Brazil side that won the World Cup, which 
also contained greats Pele, Jairzinho, Tostao and 
Rivelino, is regarded by many as the finest in history.

 # Alberto was named in the world team of the 20th 
Century in 1998 and the Fifa 100 as the greatest living 
players in 2004.

Raj Begum 

Legendary Kashmiri singer and 
Padma Shri awardee Raj Begum 
died. She was 89. Raj Begaum 

was awarded Padma Shri in 2002 and 
Sangeet Akademi award in 2013. She 
was also bestowed with State award 
by Jammu and Kashmir government in 
2009. 

 # Raj Begum’s captivating voice has ruled generations 
of Kashmiri music lovers. 

Ramakrishna Pillai 

Former state minister and RSP 
leader V P Ramakrishna Pillai 
passed away. He was 86. He was 

twice elected to the Assembly from 
Eravipuram in Kollam district in 1987 
and 1996. 

 # He was the labour and irrigation 
minister in the LDF ministry 
headed by the late E K Nayanar in 1996. Pillai, a trade 
union activist, was RSP state secretary between 2008 
and 2012. 

 # He also served as director of Kerala Co-operative 
Bank, Kerala State Warehousing Corporation and and 
Kerala State Coir Marketing Federation.

Mota Singh

An Indian-origin Sikh, Mota Singh who became 
UK’s first-ever ethnic minority judge and the 
first to sit on the English Bench wearing a turban 

instead of a horse-hair wig, has died. He was 86.
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 # He joined the English bar in 1967 
and was appointed to the bench in 
1982. In 2010, Mota Singh received 
a knighthood from the Queen, the 
highest civilian honour for his 
services to the administration of 
justice and community relations.

Melvin Laird

Melvin Laird, a former 
Wisconsin congressman and 
US defence secretary during 

years when President Nixon struggled to 
find a way to withdraw troops from an 
unpopular war in Vietnam, has died. He 
was 94.

 # Nixon appointed Laird as the 
nation’s 10th defence secretary in 1969 and the first to 
come from Congress. 

S K Sinha

Former Jammu and Kashmir Governor Lt Gen S K 
Sinha passed away. He was 92. Sinha has served as 
the Jammu and Kashmir Governor and led the first 

batch of Indian troops who entered J and K when Pakistan 
raiders invaded in 1947. 

 # He resigned from service after the government 
superseded him and appointed General A S Vaidya as 
the new army chief. 

 # Lt Gen Sinha had joined army in 1943 and has also 
served as India’s Ambassador to Nepal and as the 
Governor of Assam. 

Denton Cooley

Denton Cooley, a renowned heart 
surgeon who performed world’s 
first artificial heart transplant in 

the US, has passed away at the age of 96. 

Cooley, who was the founder of 
Texas Heart Institute, pioneered many 
techniques still used in cardiovascular 
surgery

 # He and his teams also performed more than 118,000 
open-heart operations

Constantine Stephanopoulos 

Constantine Stephanopoulos, a 
former president of Greece, has 
died.  He was 90. 

Known widely by his first name diminutive 
Costis. 

Stephanopoulos was president from 1995 to 2005, serving the 
two full terms allowed by the Constitution.

Ram Naresh Yadav 

Former Madhya Pradesh Governor 
Ram Naresh Yadav passed away. 
He was 90. 

Yadav served as the Madhya Pradesh 
Governor from August 26, 2011 to 
September 7, 2016. 

The veteran Congress leader was also 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister from 1977-79.

MGK Menon 

Prof MGK Menon, an acclaimed 
physicist, who had played a 
prominent role in the development 

of science and technology in the country 
over the last five decades, died.He was 88.

 # Menon, who served as a minister 
of state for science and technology 
and education in the VP Singh 
government, had earlier worked as secretary in 
the Department of Science and Technology and 
Environment in the Union government.

 # He also headed the Indian Space Research Organisation 
in 1972 as its chairman, and was the director of the 
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research at the age of 
35 years. 

 # A recipient of Padma awards, including Padma 
Vibhushan, Menon had done scientific work in cosmic 
rays, particle physics and distinguished himself with 
investigations in the field. 

 # Menon was a member of the Planning Commission 
(1982-1989), Scientific Adviser to the Prime Minister 
(1986-1989), Vice President, Council of Scientific & 
Industrial Research (CSIR) (1989-1990) and Member 
of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) during 1990-96.

 # He was also a Fellow of the Indian Academy of 
Sciences and the Royal Society of London.

Dileep Padgaonkar

Veteran journalist Dileep 
Padgaonkar, passed away at the 
age of 72. He began his career 

as a journalist in 1968 as The Times of 
India’s Paris correspondent. 

 # He became the newspaper’s editor 
in 1988, a post he held for six years.

 # During 1978 to 1986,he also worked 
with UNESCO in Bangkok and Paris. 
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 # Padgaonkar was part of a three-member team of 

interlocutors appointed by the UPA government in 
2010 to hold talks with all sections of people in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Fidel Castro

Fidel Castro, Cuba’s revolutionary 
leader died. Fidel Castro has died 
at the age of 90, ending an era for 

the country and Latin America.

 # The revolutionary icon, one of 
the world’s best-known and most 
controversial leaders, survived 
countless US assassination attempts 
and premature obituaries, but in the end proved mortal 
after suffering a long battle with illness. 

 # Castro ruled Cuba as a one-party state for almost half a 
century before handing over the powers to his brother Raul 
in 2008.

Anand Yadav 

Noted Marathi author and Sahitya 
akademi awardee Anand 
Yadav died. He was 80. His 

autobiography ‘Zombi’ had won Sahitya 
Akadmi awardin 1991.

 # During his illustrious career, Yadav 
had faced a major controversy over 
his book ‘Santsurya Tukaram’, 
wrote on Sant Tukaram, a saint poet 
from 17th century. 

 # He was elected president of the 82nd Akhil Bharatiya 
Sahitya Sammelan, the prestigious literary meet, held 
in March 2009. 

 # Yadav had penned around 40 books which comprise 
collection of essays and poems among others.
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. Modi launches National SC/ST hub.

2. PM Modi set to be Mascot of ‘Incredible 
India’ Campaign. 

3. India’s longest Agra - Lucknow 
Expressway Opens with landing of IAF 
Jets.

NATIONAL

INS Arihant, Indian Navy’s first indigenous-
ly-made nuclear submarine, commissioned, 
18 Oct. 2016

Giving a quiet yet substantial boost to Indian Navy’s 
capabilities, India’s first indigenously-made 
nuclear submarine, the INS Arihant has been 

commissioned into service.

INS Arihant is a 6,000-tonne submarine that is capable 
of launching nuclear weapons from underwater. The 
submarine has been commissioned after extensive sea 
trials. Arihant is an SSBN that is a submarine that can 
carry ballistic missiles with nuclear warheads. SSBNs 
are equipped with better stealth features and are larger 
compared to SSNs, which are nuclear-powered attack 
submarines. SSBNs are also said to be the “best guarantor” 
of a second strike capability in a nuclear exchange. The 
submarine is propelled by an 83 MW pressurised light-
water reactor at its core.

The INS Arihant is considered as the most potent and 
difficult to detect leg of India’s nuclear triad. India already 
has the land-based Agni ballistic missiles, and fighters like 
the Mirage 2000s, which are capable of delivering nuclear 
weapons. 

The timeline of India’s quest for its own nuclear submarine 
began in late 1990s, with the actual construction of 3 
SSBNs starting under the secret Advanced Technology 
Vessel (ATV) project. In 2009, Arihant was launched into 
the water at the ship-building centre in Visakhapatnam. The 
good news for the Indian Navy is that the construction of 
the second nuclear submarine, INS Aridhaman, is almost 
complete and it is slated for delivery in 2018. At a time when 
the presence of China’s submarines in the Indian Ocean is 
a major area of concern, INS Arihant’s commissioning is a 
welcome development.

Modi dedicates 3 hydroprojects to nation in 
Himachal, 18 Oct. 2016

Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated to the nation 
three hydro-electric projects (HEPs) with a generating 
capacity of 1,732 MW in Himachal Pradesh.

All the three power projects -- Koldam HEP (4x200 MW) 
of NTPC, Parbati HEP Stage-III (4x130 MW) of NHPC 
and Rampur HEP (6x68.67 MW) of SJVN -- are equipped 
with generating equipment supplied and commissioned by 
Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) .

BHEL has a vast experience in hydro-electric projects 
having contracted more than 500 hydro generating sets with 
a cumulative capacity of more than 29,000 MW of various 
ratings in India and abroad.

BHEL’s hydro installations are in operation in India and 
across the world in Azerbaijan, Bhutan, Malaysia, Nepal, 
Taiwan, Tajikistan, Rwanda and Vietnam.

Modi launches national SC/ST hub (NATIONAL) Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi launched the National SC/ST 
Hub here to provide support to entrepreneurs from the 
community.
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With an initial outlay of Rs. 490 crore, the hub will work 
towards strengthening market access/linkage, monitoring, 
capacity building, leveraging financial support schemes and 
sharing industry-best practices.

It will also enable central public sector enterprises to fulfill 
the procurement target set by the government.

The Public Procurement Policy 2012 stipulates that 4 per 
cent of procurement done by ministries, departments and 
CPSEs will have to be from enterprises owned by SC/ST 
entrepreneurs.

The MSME sector, including the service segment, is a key 
driver of India’s economic growth as it contributes nearly 
38 per cent to the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) 
and employs close to 11 Crore people.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley in his budget speech had 
announced setting up of the National SC/ST Hub under the 
MSME Ministry.

India to Lease Second Russian Akula-Class 
Nuclear Attack Submarine, 19 Oct. 2016

In a deal reportedly worth close to $2 billion, India is 
set to acquire a second Akula 2 nuclear-powered attack 
submarine from Russia.

The contract for this, which has been unannounced so far, 
was finalised in Goa along with a slew of other defence 
deals worth more than $5 billion which have been made 
public.

The Indian Navy already operates an Akula 2 class nuclear 
submarine, INS Chakra (formerly known as K-152 Nerpa), 
which was leased from Russia and commissioned on April 
4, 2012 after India paid for its completion and sea-trials.

The lease of the 8,140 ton submarine was signed for a period 
of 10 years and with the lease set to expire in a few years, 
the Indian Navy has been keen acquire a second Russian 
nuclear submarine.

For the last several months, there have been reports that the 
Indian Navy was keen on leasing the much more advanced 
Project 885 Yasen Class nuclear attack submarine, the 
newest class of submarine to enter Russia’s arsenal.
A Yasen-class nuclear attack submarine that India was 
reportedly keen on leasing.

However, at the moment, only one submarine of the Yasen 
class, the Severodvinsk, has entered service with the Russian 
Navy with construction of the seven remaining submarines 
of the class progressing slowly. Unable to wait indefinitely 
for a new-build Yasen, the Indian Navy has gone ahead and 
signed up for a second Russian Akula 2, a submarine which 
it now has considerable experience in operating.

The Akula 2 class submarine, while not the latest class of 
nuclear powered fast attack submarine in the world, is still 
considered one of the most advanced. Capable of sailing at 
speeds up to 35 knots (nearly 65 km per hour) under water, 
the Akula 2 is among the quietest submarines to have been 
built by Russia, a defining feature of the boat which makes 
tracking it underwater very difficult.

INS Tihayu commissioned, 19 Oct. 2016

The 315-tonne INS Tahiyu is the sixth WJFAC Car 
Nicobar Class vessel to be commissioned and 
allotted to the Eastern Fleet of the Navy. 

Water Jet Fast Attack Craft (WJFAC) INS Tihayu was 
commissioned into the Indian Navy by the Flag-Officer-
Commanding-in-Chief of the Eastern Naval Command 
Vice-Admiral H.C.S. Bisht.

 # The 315-tonne INS Tahiyu is the sixth WJFAC Car 
Nicobar Class vessel to be commissioned and allotted 
to the Eastern Fleet of the Navy. 

 # According to Vice-Admiral Bisht, four of the vessels 
are based in Chennai and two, including Tahiyu, will 
be stationed in Visakhapatnam. 
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 # Built by Kolkata-based shipyard Garden Reach 
Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE), INS Tahiyu is the 
20th vessel in this class to be built by the shipyard. 

 # It is an improved version of the earlier vessels and it 
can achieve a top operating speed of 35 knots per hour, 
said the Chairman and Managing Director of GRSE 
Rear Admiral (retd) A.K. Verma. 

 # The ship is fitted with three water jet propulsion 
systems, powered by marine diesel engines generating 
2720 KW of power. Coming to the armament, it is 
loaded with an indigenously-built 30 mm CRN gun, 
an assorted variant of machine guns and shoulder-
launched IGLA surface to air missile. 

 # The ship will be commanded by Commander Ajay 
Kashov and will have four officers and 41 crew 
members. 

PM Modi Launches 7 Schemes worth Rs. 
5,000 Crore in His Constituency, 25 Oct. 2016

With an aim of boosting development in his Lok 
Sabha constituency Varanasi, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi launched seven schemes at 

the total cost of Rs. 5000 crore amid his assertion that his 
government believes in timely completion of projects.

The schemes launched included “Urja Ganga”, an ambitious 
gas pipeline project which will bring piped cooking fuel 
to residents of this ancient temple town besides catering 
to millions of consumers in neighbouring states. Other 
programmes launched were expansion of Diesel Locomotive 
Works, dedication of 765/400 KV GIS Varanasi Power Sub-
station and inauguration of Varanasi Postal Region.

PM Modi also laid foundation stone for second line and 
electrification of Allahabad-Varanasi rail line and unveiled 
setting up of perishable cargo centre at Rajatalab Railway 
Station.

PM Modi also laid the foundation stone for doubling and 
electrification of 120-km-long Varanasi-Madhosingh-
Allahabad railway line involving an expenditure of Rs. 
750.66 crore.

He also dedicated to the nation an expansion project of the 
Diesel Locomotive Works, which had commenced in 2014, 
months after he became the Prime Minister.

He felicitated select beneficiaries of Sukanya Samriddhi 
Yojana, and handed over LPG connections to select Ujjwala 
beneficiaries. He also released a commemorative postage 
stamp on Varanasi City.

PM Modi inaugurates Asian Ministerial Con-
ference for Disaster Risk Reduction,   
03 Nov. 2016

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 
3-day Asian Ministerial Conference for Disaster Risk 
Reduction, AMCDRR, in New Delhi.

Addressing a press briefing on Asian Ministerial Conference 
on Disaster Risk reduction-2016, Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh outlined the agenda of the conference which sets out 
to implement Sendai framework of 2015 for calamities in 
the Asian region. 

This is the first major inter-governmental event after 
the adoption of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction.

The minister also said that the conference will come out 
with a Delhi statement aiming at regional co-operation over 
disaster risk reduction.

61 countries from Asia and Pacific region with nearly 4,000 
delegates, including 1,100 foreign representatives, are 
expected to participate in the conference.
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S Ramadorai resigns as Chairman of NSDC 
& NSDA, 03 Nov. 2016

Former Tata Consultancy Services vice-chairman S 
Ramadorai has resigned as the chief of National Skill 
Development Corporation (NSDC) and National 

Skill Development Agency (NSDA), reports CNBC-TV18’s 
Ronojoy Banerjee.

Even as the boardroom coup to remove Cyrus Mistry as 
Tata Sons Chairman continues to invite reactions from 
industry and media, former Tata Consultancy Services vice-
chairman S Ramadorai has resigned as the chief of National 
Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) and National 
Skill Development Agency (NSDA), reports CNBC-
TV18’s Ronojoy Banerjee. Ramadorai was appointed 
Chairman of NSDC in May 2013 with Cabinet rank and 
is likely to have resigned from the NSDC top job in mid-
October. Vice-chairman Rohit Nandan will discharge duties 
at NSDC and NSDA till a new chairman is appointed. 
Ramadorai is also the Chairman of Tata Institute of Social 
Sciences, AirAsia India and BSE. The veteran also served 
as the Chief Executive Officer of Tata Consultancy Services 
between 1996 and 2009. Thereafter, he was appointed 
Vice-chairman at TCS and continued to hold the post till 
October 2014. Under his leadership, TCS prospered from 
a firm with USD 400 million revenues to one of the largest 
software and services company with an over USD 6 billion 
revenue. Ramadorai was also instrumental in the creation of 
‘Tata Strive’, an in-house skill-based initiative under Tata 
Group’s sustainability vertical. 

Minister of Railways inaugurates Internation-
al Conference on Decarbonisation of Indian 
Railways - Mission Electrification,    
04 Nov. 2016

Minister of Railways Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu 
has inaugurated the International Conference on 
Decarbonisation of Indian Railways - Mission 

Electrification organised by Institution of Railways Electrical 
Engineer (IREE) in partnership with ASSOCHAM India.

On the occasion a mobile app ‘RAIL SAVER’ was launched 
by the Minister of Railways Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu. This 
app is expected to reduce energy consumption by 15 – 20%.

54 Asia Pacific countries participated in the 
2016 AMCDRR, 04 Nov. 2016

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 2016 
Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction (AMCDRR) in New Delhi. The conference 

has been organised by Union Government in collaboration 
with the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNISDR).

Key Facts 
2016 AMCDRR will pave the way for implementation of 
the Sendai framework in the Asian region and will also 
devise a mechanism for monitoring its progress. 

About 2,000 foreign delegates, including ministers from 
54 Asia Pacific countries will participate in the 2016 
AMCDRR. 

2016 AMCDRR will focus on consultation, collaboration 
and partnership with governments and stakeholders to 
mainstream Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in the region. 

It will adopt the ‘Asian Regional Plan for Implementation 
of the Sendai Framework’ endorsed by the Asian countries.

Narendra Modi inaugurates 1st International 
Agro-Biodiversity Congress 2016,    
07 Nov. 2016

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the first 
ever International Agro-biodiversity Congress, 
IAC in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. The event 
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was attended by 900 delegates from 60 countries. The 
event helped to initiate and encourage a dialogue among 
stakeholders, including farmers.

The conference which was held from November 6 to 9, 
is being organised by the Indian Society of Plant Genetic 
Resources and Biodiversity International, a CGIAR 
Research Centre headquartered in Rome, Italy.

An Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) release 
on the event read “India is the perfect venue for the first-
ever International Agro biodiversity Congress as it is one of 
the most diverse countries in the world. It takes up only 2.4 
per cent of the world’s land area and yet it harbours 7-8 per 
cent of all recorded species, including over 45,000 species 
of plants and 91,000 species of animals.”

Ravishankar Prasad lays foundation stone of 
STPI Amritsar, 08 Nov. 2016

Union Minister for Electronics and Information 
Technology Ravi Shankar Parsad laid the 
foundation stone of the Software Technology Parks 

of India (STPI) which is to be built at an estimated cost of 
Rs 20 crore. 

The Amritsar incubation centre, spread over 2.72 acres of 
land, will be fully furnished air conditioned three-storeyed 
with state-of-art Network Operation Centre (NOC), an 
STPI release said.

The new facility would serve the IT/ITeS exporting units by 
offering modern infrastructural facility including incubation 
facilities, high speed data communication and connectivity 
and exports facilitation, creating new direct and indirect 
employment opportunities too.

This is part of the national initiative under Digital India 
programme so that the hardware and software industry 
grows in pace with the international developments and 
create newer employment opportunities as well as for the 
startups

Chirag Paswan in Indian delegation for 
UNGA, 08 Nov. 2016

Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) MP Chirag Paswan will 
be part of the four-member delegation which will 
represent India at the 71st session of the United 

Nations General Assembly. 

The young parliamentarian, who is son of Union Minister 
Ram Vilas Paswan, will present India’s views on “Permanent 
Mission of India to UN. 

Chirag Paswan will also attend meetings and functions 
organised by Indian High Commission during his visit. 

LJP said it is thankful to the government for nominating 
Paswan, who also heads its Central Parliamentary Board, in 
the four-member Indian delegation.
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PM Modi set to be mascot of ‘Incredible In-
dia’ campaign, 08 Nov. 2016

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to be the mascot 
of ‘Incredible India’ campaign with the tourism 
ministry finally deciding to do away with plans to 

rope in any Bollywood stars, including Amitabh Bachchan, 
for the role which was lying vacant after ouster of Aamir 
Khan earlier this year.

No Bollywood actor will be engaged for the campaign 
aimed at attracting foreign travellers and video footages 
of Modi during the last two-and-a-half years where he has 
talked about tourism in India and abroad, will be used for 
the campaign .

The ministry is planning to use — for radio and audio 
release — two types of videos of different durations where 
Modi had talked about the uniqueness and diversity of the 
various places in the country .

Govt rolls out Pradhan Mantri Yuva Yojana 
for entrepreneurs, 10 Nov. 2016 

The Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship announced launch of Pradhan 
Mantri Yuva Yojana to scale up an ecosystem of 

entrepreneurship for youngsters. 

The scheme spans over five years (2016-17 to 2020-21) 
with a project cost of Rs 499.94 crore and will provide 
entrepreneurship education and training to over 7 lakh 
students in 5 years through 3,050 institutes. 

It will also include easy access to information and mentor 
network, credit, incubator and accelerator and advocacy to 
create a pathway for the youth. Pradhan Mantri Yuva Yojana 
has national and international best practices of learning in 
entrepreneurship education.

Nadda launches health app to measure stress 
levels, 10 Nov. 2016

Union Health Minister J P Nadda launched ‘No More 
Tension’ mobile application with which people can 
measure their stress levels, understand its reasons 

and adopt ways to fight it. 
Users will also have access to a one-stop-for-all health 
portal, which will host all the mobile applications launched 
by the Health Ministry.

The “No More Tension” app educates users about stress, 
tells you what are the different reasons and indicators for 
stress and also lets you measure your stress levels on its 
“Stress Meter”.

It also suggests ways to get rid of stress through yoga, 
meditation and walking. There are 11 different yoga mudras 
one can learn through this application.

The application is available for download on Google Play 
store and will be available on Windows shortly.
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The Health Minister also emphasised on the need to 
“Catch them Young” and target the youth in order to effect 
behaviour change among them and keep them away from 
habits that cause non-communicable diseases.

A magazine titled “Healthy India Initiative/Swastha Bharat-
ek pehal” was also launched and is available in the form 
of an e-book as well. Initially, the magazine will be in 
two languages - Hindi and English. Later, it will be made 
available in 13 languages.

These magazines will be available at all government 
agencies for free.

NSDA Signs MoU with British Council to Col-
laborate for Joint Research in Skills Sector,  
12 Nov. 2016

National Skill Development Agency and The 
British Council signed a MoU at NSDA’s office to 
collaborate for undertaking joint research projects 

in the area of skill development. Alan Gemmell, Director- 
India, The British Council and Dr. Sunita Chhibba, DG-
NSDA signed the MoU.

This collaboration comes as a part of strengthening the 
overall research mechanism in skill development space and 
to encourage research collaborations with various national 
and international organizations. Under this partnership, The 
British Council and the National Skill Research Division 
(NSRD), a research division under the National Skill 
Development Agency (NSDA) will work closely with each 
other to build research collaborations between the UK and 
India over a period of three years in the skilling domain. The 
topic for the joint research study in first year of collaboration 
is “Future Skills” that will focus on, understanding labour 
market trends and identifying future employment in India 
in selected manufacturing and service sectors in view of 
changing technology.

The partnership aims to promote knowledge exchange and 
research collaborations between UK and India in the skills 
space and to strengthen capacity of research organisations 
in both the countries so as to be able to work in collaborative 
research environments in the Sector.

This kind of collaboration is in alignment with the overall 
mandate of the recently established National Skill Research 
Division that will serve as a think tank on research related 
to skill development and evolve as a credible research 
organization in skills space at the national level.

Rustom-II UAV successfully completes maid-
en test flight, 17 Nov. 2016

Rustom-II, India’s indigenously developed long-
endurance combat-capable drone, successfully 
completed its maiden-flight, giving a boost to 

India’s development programme for Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (UAV).

The DRDO successfully carried out the maiden-flight 
of TAPAS 201 (RUSTOM II), a Medium Altitude Long 
Endurance (MALE) UAV. It has an endurance of 24 hours 
and can conduct surveillance and reconnaissance missions 
for the country’s armed forces.
The UAV can also be used as an unmanned armed combat 
vehicle on the lines of the US’s Predator drone.
The test flight took place from Aeronautical Test Range 
(ATR), Chitradurga, 250 km from Bangalore, which is a 
newly developed flight test range for the testing of UAVs 
and manned aircraft.

According to Defence Ministry the flight accomplished the 
main objectives of proving the flying platform, such as take-
off, bank, level flight and landing among others.
TAPAS 201 has been designed and developed by 
Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE), the 
Bangalore-based lab of DRDO with HAL-BEL as the 
production partners.

The UAV weighing two tonnes was put into air by a 
dedicated team of young scientists of DRDO. It was piloted 
(external and internal) by the pilots from the armed forces.
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It is also the first R&D prototype UAV which has 
undergone certification and qualification for the first flight 
from the Center for Military Airworthiness & Certification 
(CEMILAC) and Directorate General of Aeronautical 
Quality Assurance (DGAQA).
TAPAS 201, a multi-mission UAV is being developed to 
carry out Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance 
(ISR) roles for the three armed forces with an endurance 
of 24 hours.

Commerce Minister launches portal for facili-
tating Indo-Iran trade, 18 Nov. 2016

The Commerce Ministry launched a portal to provide 
relevant information and an e-marketplace for 
buyers and sellers of India and Iran.

The move would help in enhancing bilateral trade between 
the two countries.

The Hind-Iran portal (hindirantrade.org) is a joint initiative 
of STC and Douman Queshm, Iran The objective of the 
trade portal is to disseminate information relevant to Indo-
Iran Trade, and provide an e-marketplace for the buyers and 
sellers of the two countries .

It is also aimed at bridging the communication divide which 
the business communities face.

The portal was launched by Additional Secretary in the 
Department of Commerce, Inder Jit Singh in the presence 
of Ambassador of Iran, Gholamreza Ansari and STC CMD 
Khaleel Rahim.

The two-way trade between the countries declined to USD 
9 billion in 2015-16 from USD 13.13 billion in the previous 
fiscal.

Navy inducts four types of sonars,    
18 Nov. 2016

Navy formally inducted four types of indigenously 
developed sonars that will boost its underwater 
surveillance capability.

The systems included Abhay compact hull mounted sonar 
for shallow water crafts, Humsa UG upgrade for the Humsa 
sonar system, NACS Near-field Acoustic Characterization 
System, and AIDSS Advanced Indigenous Distress sonar 
system for submarines.

Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar, who  handed over the 
sonars to the Navy.

The systems have been designed and developed by NPOL, 
a Kochi based laboratory of DRDO.

With the induction of these four systems, the underwater 
surveillance capability of the Indian Navy will get a boost, 
besides providing a fillip to the quest for self-reliance in this 
critical area of technology.

Abhay is an advanced active-cum-passive integrated sonar 
system designed and developed for the smaller platforms 
such as shallow water crafts and coastal surveillance/patrol 
vessels. It is capable of detecting, localizing, classifying 
and tracking sub-surface and surface targets in both its 
active and passive modes of operation.

The prototype of this compact sonar installed onboard a 
nominated naval platform has successfully completed all 
user evaluation trials to demonstrate the features as per the 
Naval Staff Qualification Requirements.
Indian Navy has proposed to induct this SONAR on three 
of the Abhay class ships.

Intensifying the command over the high seas is the Humsa 
-UG that is designed for upgrading the existing Humsa 
sonar system.

This system is proposed to be installed on seven ships of 
three different classes of ships.

AIDSS is a distress sonar is an Emergency Sound Signaling 
Device which is used to indicate that a submarine is in 
distress and enable quick rescue and salvage.

It is a life-saving alarm system designed to transmit sonar 
signals of a pre-designated frequency and pulse shape in 
an emergency situation from a submarine for long period, 
so as to attract the attention of passive sonars of ships or 
submarines in the vicinity and all types of standard rescue 
vessels in operation. It is also provided with a transponder 
capability.
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Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar commis-
sions new warship INS Chennai, 21 Nov. 2016

Defence Minister Manohar Parrikar commissioned 
INS Chennai, the third indigenously designed 
guided missile destroyer in the Kolkata class.

Built at the Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd in Mumbai, 
the ships construction also marks the end of the Project 15A 
to build Kolkata-class guided missile destroyers.

With an overall length of 164 metres and displacement of 
over 7,500 tons, INS Chennai is one of the largest destroye 
in the Indian Navy’s fleet.
The ship is armed with supersonic surface-to-surface 
Brahmos missiles and Barak-8 long range surface-to-air 
missiles.

The ship is going to be assigned to the western fleet after 
completion of some additional trials of systems deployed 
on it. It is the final destroyer ship in this class.
The first ship of the class, named INS Kolkata, was 
commissioned on August 16, 2014, followed by INS Kochi 
which was commissioned on September 30, 2015.

The third destroyer will be placed under the operational and 
administrative control of the Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief Western Naval Command.

India successfully test-fires twin trial of 
Prithvi-II missile, 21 Nov. 2016

India successfully test-fired it’s indigenously developed 
nuclear capable Prithvi-II missile twice in quick 
succession as part of a user trial by the army from a test 

range at Chandipur in Odisha.

In salvo mode, the two surface-to-surface missiles which 
have a strike range of 350 km and are capable of carrying 
500 kg to 1,000 kg of warheads were successfully test-fired 
in quick succession from mobile launcher from launch 

complex-3 of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at around 
9.35 am .

A similar twin trial had been conducted on October 12, 
2009 from the same base where both tests were successful.

The missile is thrusted by liquid propulsion twin engines. It 
uses advanced inertial guidance system with manoeuvring 
trajectory to hit its target .

The missiles were randomly chosen from the production 
stock and the entire launch activities were carried out 
by the specially formed strategic force command (SFC) 
and monitored by the scientists of Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) as part of training 
exercise .

The missile trajectory was tracked by the DRDO radars, 
electro-optical tracking systems and telemetry stations 
located along the coast of Odisha . The downrange teams 
on board the ship deployed near the designated impact 
point in the Bay of Bengal monitored the terminal events 
and splashdown.

Inducted into Indian armed forces in 2003, the nine-metre-
tall, single-stage liquid-fuelled Prithvi-II is the first missile 
to be developed by the DRDO under the Integrated Guided 
Missile Development Programme .

India successfully test-fires Agni-I ballistic 
missile, 22 Nov. 2016

India successfully test-fired its indigenously built 
nuclear-capable intermediate range ‘Agni-I’ ballistic 
missile, capable of hitting a target 700 kms away, from 

a test range off Odisha coast as part of a user trial by the 
Army.
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The surface-to-surface, single-stage missile, powered by 
solid propellants, was test-fired from a mobile launcher at 
9.15 AM from launch pad-4 of the Integrated Test Range 
(ITR) at Abdul Kalam Island (Wheeler Island) .
The trial, which formed part of training exercise by the 
Strategic Forces Command of Indian Army, was fully 
successful.

The missile, which has already been inducted into armed 
forces, has proved its excellent performance in terms of 
range, accuracy and lethality .

Weighing 12 tonnes, the 15-metre-long Agni-I, is designed 
to carry a payload of more than one tonne. It’s strike range 
can be extended by reducing the payload.

ITPO develops mobile application for interna-
tional trade fair, 22 Nov. 2016

India Trade Promotion Organisation (ITPO), under the 
commerce ministry stated that it has developed a mobile 
application which is providing all information about the 

ongoing international trade fair. 

ITPO has developed mobile application for IITF 2016 which 
is user-friendly and provides trade fair information available 
on finger tips. The mobile app is a fully enhanced catalogue 
in user’s pocket which provides contact access to exhibitor 
list, generation information, floor plan, search facility of 
product display, facilities to visitors and navigation facility.

The initiative is in line with the government’s ‘Digital India’ 
programme. 

As part of this programme, ITPO has for the first time 
introduced online space booking system. 

Online sale of tickets has also been mainstreamed for all 
days of India International Trade Fair (IITF) .

Further, it added that to assist small scale enterprises, 
artisans and exhibitors, ITPO has tied up with SBI, Axis 
Bank, Paytm and Free-Charge for enabling cashless 
transactions by the visitors.

India’s longest Agra-Lucknow Expressway 
opens with landing of IAF jets, 22 Nov. 2016

Agra-Lucknow Expressway was thrown open to 
public with fighter jets of the Indian Air Force 
touching down on it after Uttar Pradesh Chief 

Minister Akhilesh Yadav inaugurated  India’s longest 
expressway.

03Mirage-2000 and 03SU-30 aircrafts of the Indian Air 
Force carried out a ‘touch and go’ on a portion of the newly 
constructed Agra-Lucknow Expressway.

The portion of the Expressway used for the purpose 
has an RCC construction and has been reinforced and 
appropriately marked to facilitate aircraft landings. The 
portion of the Expressway used for operations is located at 
Ganj Moradabad in Unnao District of UP.

The aim of the exercise was to check feasibility of 
Expressways being used as alternate airstrips in case of dire 
emergencies or non-availability of runway for any reason.

Portuguese PM Antonio Costa to be Chief 
Guest at Pravasi Bharatiya Divas,    
24 Nov. 2016

The Union Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India announced that Antonio Costa, the Prime 
Minister of Portugal, accepted the proposal be the 

Chief Guest at the 14th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas.

On the other hand, Michael Ashwin Satyandre Adhin, Vice 
President of the Republic of Suriname will be the Special 
Guest at the Youth Pravasi Bharatiya Divas.
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The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is scheduled to be held from 7 
January to 9 January 2017 at Bengaluru in Karnataka. The 
Youth Pravasi Bharatiya Divas will be held on 7 January 
2017.

About Antonio Costa

 # Born on 17 July 1961, Antonio Costa is the Prime 
Minister of Portugal. He has been in office since 26 
November 2015.

 # Previously, he served as the Minister of Parliamentary 
Affairs from 1997 to 1999, Minister of Justice from 1999 
to 2002, Minister of State and Internal Administration 
from 2005 to 2007, and Mayor of Lisbon from 2007 
to 2015.

 # He was elected as Secretary-General of the Socialist 
Party in September 2014.

About Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
 # Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated in India on 9 

January each year.

 # It is celebrated to mark the contribution of the overseas 
Indian community to the development of India.

 # The day also commemorates the return of Mahatma 
Gandhi from South Africa in Bombay on 9 January 
1915.

 # The decision to celebrate Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 
was taken in accordance with recommendations of the 
High Level Committee on the Indian Diaspora set up 
by India Government under the chairmanship of L M 
Singhvi.

 # The day was formally established in 2003.

Cabinet clears proposal to set up green hospi-
tal at AIIMS, 24 Nov. 2016

The Cabinet cleared a proposal to sign an agreement 
between a Japanese organisation, the Finance 
Ministry and the Health Ministry to set up a green 

hospital demonstration project at AIIMS.

The objective of the project is to contribute to the efficient 
use of energy and the protection of the environment in India 
by installing the energy efficient and IT-related equipment 
in AIIMS Delhi and demonstrating the energy management 
system and IT system.

Efforts will be made to widely disseminate the technology 
in India through demonstration of the equipment .

Mobile app for fliers to register complaints 
launched, 26 Nov. 2016

The Civil Aviation Ministry launched a mobile app 
which would enable fliers to register their complaints 
regarding various services.

Civil Aviation Minister Ashok Gajapathi Raju launched 
the mobile app, AirSewa, to offer people a convenient and 
hassle-free air travel experience.

It will be operated through an interactive web portal as well 
as through a mobile app for both android and iOS platforms.

The portal will include a mechanism for grievance redressal, 
back-office operations for grievance handling, flight status/
schedule information, airport Information and FAQs.
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Govt approves 6 new SEZs across 3 states for 
IT, biotechnology, 29 Nov. 2016

The government has approved six proposals from four 
developers to set up new special economic zones 
(SEZs) across three states in areas such as IT and 

biotechnology.

The decision was taken by the Board of Approval (BoA), 
headed by Commerce Secretary Rita Teaotia, at its 
November 9 meeting .

The developers who got nod for new zones include Vaxenic 
India, EON Kharadi Infrastructure and KRC Infrastructure.

GAR Corporation has proposed to set up two IT/ITeS 
zones in Telangana, while Vaxenic India wants to set up 
biotechnology and bio pharmaceuticals SEZ in the state.

EON Kharadi Infrastructure and KRC Infrastructure too 
have planned to set up separate IT/ITeS special economic 

zones in Pune. Information Technology Park has got the 
approval to set up IT zone in Karnataka.

The board has also given additional time to six developers 
and units to implement their projects.

G P Realtors had sought further extension of the validity 
period of formal approval granted for setting up electronic 
hardware and IT/ITeS zone in Haryana.

Bapu’s Charkha among 100 Most Influential 
Photos of All Time, 30 Nov. 2016

A 1946 picture of Mahatma Gandhi with his Charkha 
(spinning wheel) in the foreground is among the 
100 most influential images of all time, according to 

a compilation by Time magazine of “images that changed 
the world.”

The black and white photo of a bespectacled Gandhi taken 
by Margaret Bourke-White shows Gandhi sitting on a thin 
mattress on the floor, head bent down as he is reading the 
news while his spinning wheels sits in the foreground.

The picture was taken for an article on India’s leaders but 
less than two years later it was featured prominently in a 
tribute published after Gandhi’s assassination.
The Time collection includes 100 of the most iconic and 
history-altering images, dating from the 1820s to 2015 that 
have remained engrained in the human psyche from the 
time they were taken.
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In West Central Railways, the electrification of railway 
line is being carried out on Katni-Singrauli route and 
Itarsi-Katni-Manikpur section, the railway minister said 
addressing a function.

He also dedicated WiFi internet facility, water vending 
machine and multi-functional complex at Jabalpur station.

The Minister heaped praises on Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan and described him as “one 
of the visionary chief ministers”.

An investment in railways in Madhya Pradesh is bound to 
benefits the entire country as trains from the state run to 
north, south, east and west.

He called Chouhan to come out with the model plan for 
railway investment in the state to expand the rail network.

Till year 2014, the funds allocation for various railways 
projects going on in MP was Rs 632 crore, which have now 
increased to Rs 2,171 crore by the Centre. 

Kerala becomes open defecation-free state,  
02 Nov. 2016

Kerala has become the third Open Defecation Free 
(ODF) state in the country. Earlier, Himachal 
Pradesh and Sikkim had declared themselves Open 

Defecation Free.

Maharashtra to soon start ‘Ambulance-boat’ 
for villages near Mumbai, 18 Oct. 2016

The Maharashtra government will soon start an 
ambulance boat service for the villages located 
near Mumbai, to ensure quick response in medical 

emergency.

The ‘ambulance boat’ can speedily reach villages located 
near Mumbai .

Villages like Uran, Pali and Mhasala are located near 
Mumbai.

Prabhu lays foundation stone for railway 
projects in MP, 19 Oct. 2016

Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu laid foundation stone 
of Rs 2,200 crore projects for laying broad gauge 
connecting Rewa-Sidhi-Singrauli districts and the 

new Sidhi railway station building in Madhya Pradesh.

At the function in Sidhi, he said 900-km railway lines will 
be constructed and 1,000-km tracks will be double lined 
and electrified in next three years.
In Jabalpur, Prabhu said to give a fillip to the electrification 
programme in India, a meeting has been organised on 
November 3 in New Delhi.

Burning Topics of the Month

1. Maharashtra to soon start ‘Ambulance-
boat’ for villages near Mumbai.

2. Maharashtra becomes first state to adopt 
Fly Ash Utilisation Policy.

3. Vizag to host 20th National eGovernance 
Conference in January 

STATE
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Simultaneously, all 14 district, 152 blocks, 940 gram 
panchayats aur 2117 panchayat are declared as open 
defecation free. 

Till now over 1 lakh villages across the country have 
become ODF.

Kerala becomes first high density populated state in the 
country to achieve Open Defecation Free status on its 
formation day.

Meanwhile, a source said three more states — Gujarat, 
Haryana and Uttarakhand — will be announcing themselves 
as ODF soon.

India’s first LNG-powered bus rolls out in 
Kerala, 09 Nov. 2016

Scripting a new chapter in the country’s transport 
sector which moves towards clean fuel, India’s first 
liquefied natural gas-driven bus was launched in 

Kerala.

Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan and Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan jointly 
flagged off the first pilot run of the eco-friendly bus on the 
sidelines of the fourth meeting of the Group of Ministers, 
set up by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.

The LNG-driven bus was rolled out as part of the Centre’s 
plans to use LNG, considered to be a cleaner and safer fuel 
which emits 50 per cent less carbon, for mass transportation. 

It has been a joint effort of Petronet LNG Limited (PLL), 
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd and Tata Motors Ltd to introduce 
LNG as a fuel in commercial vehicles in the state capital. 

As it is a pilot project, the LNG-driven bus will run on a trial 
basis before it can be certified for commercial application.

Maritius PM inaugurates AYUR Herbarium 
project in Goa, 16 Nov. 2016

Prime Minister of the Republic of Maritius Anerood 
Jugnauth inaugurated AYUR Herbarium project in 
North Goa, an initiative by the pharmaceutical major 

in association with Union AYUSH Ministry.

Jugnauth inaugurated the project at the property of Sandu 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd at Saligao village, 10 kms away from 
here.

The Mauritian Prime Minister along with his delegation 
is on a tour of India to reciprocate the cordial invitation 
of delegates of Goa government, who visited the island 
country in the recent past. 

Union AYUSH Minister Sripad Naik was also present on 
the occasion.

The visit of Jugnauth will provide yet another dimension for 
both the countries to strengthen their special brotherly ties 
between the two countries.

The medicinal herbarium is a fascinating collection 
of various Ayurvedic medicinal plants exhibited with 
informative details of medicinal properties and uses of each 
herb.
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Maharashtra becomes first state to adopt Fly 
Ash Utilisation Policy, 16 Nov. 2016

Maharashtra has become the first state to adopt 
Fly Ash Utilisation Policy, paving way for 
prosperity by generating “wealth from waste”, 

and environment protection. The decision was taken at the 
weekly cabinet meeting chaired by Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis.

Maharashtra Cabinet approves a policy for 100 per cent use 
of fly ash generated from thermal power plants and biogas 
plants for construction activities.

This fly ash will be used to make bricks, blocks, tiles, wall 
panels, cement and other construction materials. 

It will save soil excavation and protect environment. Earlier, 
use of fly ash was allowed within 100 kms radius of power 
plant, now it has been extended to 300 kms.

PM Narendra Modi Lays Foundation Stone of 
AIIMS in Punjab, 25 Nov. 2016

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation 
stone of the All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) in Bathinda district in Punjab.

The 750-bed hospital and institute will be built at a cost of 
Rs 925 crore and will be spread over 200 acres.

The AIIMS project will cater to south-west Punjab, 
comprising the districts of Bathinda, Mansa and Sangrur 
where cancer and other diseases are widely prevalent.

The institute, which will be completed in two years, will 
also cater to the needs of the people in adjoining areas of 
Haryana and Rajasthan.

Bathinda is the Lok Sabha constituency of Union Food 
Processing Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal.

Vizag to host 20th National eGovernance 
Conference in January, 26 Nov. 2016

Visakhapatnam will host the 20th National 
eGovernance Conference in January next year 
that would witness the participation of IT industry 

giants and government officials.
The two-day conference, to be held on January 9 and 10, 
will discuss among other things Internet of Things (IoT), 
data analytics, cyber security and digital connectivity.

Information Technology industry giants and officials from 
Centre and state governments would attend the event.

As the host state, AP would showcase the “fourth industrial 
revolution” it launched, powered by IoT .
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. Donald Trump Elected as 45th President 
of the United States.

2. China builds world’s highest road tunnel 
to connect Tibet.

3. India to preside next edition of COP in 
Geneva in 2018.

INTERNATONAL

China decommissions its 1st nuclear subma-
rine, 17 Oct. 2016

China’s first nuclear-powered submarine has been 
decommissioned after more than 40 years of 
military service.

After undergoing a thorough denuclearisation process, the 
submarine was towed to a wharf belonging to the Chinese 
Navy Museum in Qingdao, a port city in east Chinas 
Shandong province  where it will be a public exhibit, state- 
run .

The submarines release from military service and the safe, 
thorough and reliable handling of related nuclear waste, 
nuclear reactor and other devices showed Chinas life-cycle 
maintenance ability, ranging from a nuclear submarines 
production, operation, and management to disposal, the 
report quoted the naval authorities as saying.

China reported to have five nuclear submarines and 15 
conventional ones with several others under construction. 

China to host next BRICS summit in resort 
city of Xiamen, 18 Oct. 2016

China will host the ninth BRICS annual summit 
in the southeastern coastal city of Xiamen in 
September next year as it takes the rotating chair 

of the influential bloc.

Chinese President Xi Jinping made the announcement 
on October 16 during a small gathering prior to the main 
conference of the 8th summit in Goa, and expressed his 
intention to open a new chapter for BRICS in the following 
year .

Xi said that Chinas emphasis would be implementation of 
commitments from previous summits.

Xiamen, also historically known as Amoy, is a major resort 
city in Fujian Province on the Taiwan Strait.

India, Brazil ink four agreements,    
18 Oct. 2016

India and Brazil signed four agreements in areas of 
investment cooperation and facilitation, cattle genomics, 
pharmaceuticals and agriculture.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi invited Brazilian companies 
to invest in the country saying India can be a valuable 
partner in reviving Brazil’s domestic economic agenda. 
In his press statement after holding bilateral talks with 
President of Brazil, Mr Modi said Brazil is among India’s 
most important trade partner in Latin America.

India, Myanmar signed 3 MoUs including 
Cooperation in the field of Power Sector,   
19 Oct. 2016
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India and Myanmar signed three agreements to boost the 
bilateral relations between the two nations. Keeping in 
view the sensitivity of each other’s strategic interests, 

the two nations also agreed for close security coordination 
in border areas.

The MoUs were inked in New Delhi after delegation level 
talks with the visiting State Counsellor of Myanmar Aung 
San Suu Kyi. Suu Kyi was on a three day visit to India.

Nawaz Sharif re-elected as PML-N president, 
19 Oct. 2016

Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, who is under 
pressure to quit following the Panama Papers leak, 
was unanimously re-elected as president of his party 

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz. 

The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) in an intra-
party election re-elected 66-year-old Sharif unopposed as 
no one contested his leadership.

Senior party leader Raja Zafarul Haq, an old loyalist of 
Sharif, was elected PML-N chairman. He was also elected 
unopposed. 

Senior party leaders Sartaj Aziz, Sir Anjam Khan, Yakoob 
Khan and Mir Changez Khan Marri were elected senior 
vice presidents. 

A five-member election committee headed by Chaudhry 
Jaffar Iqbal organised the election.

Iran unveils ‘suicide drone’, 26 Oct. 2016

Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards said they had 
developed a “suicide drone” capable of delivering 
explosives to blow up targets at sea and on land.

The new drone is primarily for maritime surveillance and 
has not been designed to be armed with missiles. 

But it can carry heavy payloads of explosives for combat 
missions to launch suicide attacks.

Flying at a high cruising speed near the surface of the water, 
the aircraft can collide with the target and destroy it, either 
a vessel or an onshore command centre.

Tasnim said the drone was designed to fly as low as two 
feet (half a metre) above the water at a speed of around 250 
kilometres (160 miles) per hour but could reach an altitude 
of 900 metres (3,000 feet).

As with previous drone announcements by Iran, the news 
agency released photographs of the aircraft on the ground, 
but no footage of it flying.
Earlier this month, the Revolutionary Guards claimed to have 
produced a new attack drone, the Saegheh (Thunderbolt), 
by reverse-engineering a US Central Intelligence Agency 
RQ-170 Sentinel drone that was captured in December 
2011.

Iran claimed one of its cyber warfare units took control 
of the US drone and landed it safely, while the US says a 
technical problem caused it to crash.

India, NZ concludes food safety cooperation 
arrangement, 27 Oct. 2016

To boost trade in food products, India and New 
Zealand announced conclusion of food safety 
cooperation arrangement to encourage greater 

coordination between food authorities of the two countries. 

This was announced in a joint statement of India and New 
Zealand. John Key, Prime Minister of New Zealand, is on a 
state visit to India from October 25-27. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and New Zealand Prime 
Minister John Key expressed their wish for greater bilateral 
trade and investment.

India, Britain sign two agreements,   
09 Nov. 2016 

India and the UK inked two pacts with British Prime 
Minister Theresa May arguing for a bilateral free trade 
arrangement, distinct from New Delhi’s proposed deal 

with the European Union. 
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May, who is currently on a visit to New Delhi, and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi witnessed the signing of the two 
Memorandums of Understanding – one on intellectual 
property (IP) and another for bilateral cooperation on 
raising ease of doing business. 

It includes exchange between the officials, sharing of 
best practices and technical assistance for effective 
implementation of the initiatives of Government of India to 
improve its ranking in the ease of doing business. Important 
areas of cooperation include support to businesses and 
startups, tax administration, regulatory regimes and 
competition economics.

Indian-American Krishnamoorthi wins US 
Congressional election, 09 Nov. 2016 

Indian-American Democrat Raja Krishnamoorthi won 
the Congressional election from Illinois, defeating 
Republican former Elmhurst Mayor Peter DiCianni. 

Krishnamoorthi, 43, won the Chicago-area US House of 
Representatives seat, the 8th Congressional District, vacated 
by Tammy Duckworth who won Illinois’ US Senate seat.
New Delhi-born Krishnamoorthi, a laboratory executive, 
has parental roots in Chennai. He was endorsed by US 
President Barack Obama. 

He is the second Hindu-American to be elected to the US 
House of Representatives. 

Tulsi Gabbard, the first Hindu-American in the US 
Congress, is seeking her third term from Hawaii.

Krishnamoorthi and DiCianni were both trying to win the 
seat vacated by Tammy Duckworth who won Illinois’ US 
Senate seat. 

Krishnamoorthi had received 81,263 votes against his rivals 
54,149 votes when almost 80 per cent of the votes were 
counted for the eighth Congressional district of Illinois. 

Successful in his second attempt, Krishnamoorthi is only 
the second India-born member of the Congress after Dalip 
Singh Soundh in 1950. 

The two other Indian-Americans elected to the House of 
Representatives - Bobby Jindal and Dr Ami Bera - were 
born in the US. Bera is seeking his third consecutive term 
from California. 

Krishnamoorthi, who previously was the policy director 
and a senior advisor for Barack Obama’s 2004 US Senate 
campaign, and served as an advisor to Obama’s 2008, served 
as Deputy Treasurer of Illinois from 2007-2009 under 
Illinois Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias, and in 2010 ran for 
the Democratic nomination for Illinois State Comptroller, 
losing to David E Miller by less than one per cent of the 
vote. 

India, UK partner for USD 80m Newton Fund 
research programme, 09 Nov. 2016 

India and the UK announced a Newton Fund research 
programme worth up to USD 80 million to jointly 
address global societal challenges.

The announcement was made here by Jo Johnson, the UKs 
Minister for Universities, Science and Innovation.

The Minister also launched the first annual USD 1 million 
Newton Prize, which will recognise the Newton Funds best 
science or innovation that promote economic development 
and social welfare of partner countries.

For 2017, the prize is open to entries from India, Malaysia, 
Thailand and Vietnam which focus on the grand societal 
challenge of public health and well-being, covering issues 
such as anti-microbial resistance, disease, healthcare, and 
nutrition.

Colombia signs contested new peace deal,   
25 Nov. 2016

Colombia’s government and FARC rebels signed 
a controversial revised peace accord to end their 
half-century conflict, set to be ratified in Congress 
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despite bitter opposition.  President Juan Manuel Santos and 
guerrilla leader Rodrigo “Timochenko” Londono signed the 
new deal with a pen made from a spent bullet, in a low-key 
ceremony in the capital Bogota.

The original deal -- signed with great fanfare in September 
-- was rejected by voters in a referendum last month, a 
shock upset that sent negotiators back to the drawing board. 

The new plan bypasses a vote by the Colombian people, 
against bitter opposition from critics. 

They say the revisions are only cosmetic and will still grant 
impunity for war crimes committed by the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). 

Santos, who won this year’s Nobel Peace Prize for his 
efforts to end the conflict, said the new deal was better than 
the original. 

The deal was immediately sent to Congress, where it is 
expected to pass after being debated next week. Santos and 
his allies hold a majority in the legislature. 

The government and FARC both say they are under pressure 
for fear that their fragile ceasefire could break down. 

A recent wave of alleged assassinations in conflict zones 
has added to calls to seal a deal fast. 

But an aftermath of discord and uncertainty appears likely 
as opponents promised to keep resisting the peace plan, 
including with street protests.

Donald Trump Elected 45th President of the 
United States, 09 Nov. 2016

Donald Trump has been elected the 45th President of 
the United States.

Trump becomes the first person without political or 
military experience to be elected President.

The surprise outcome, defying late polls that showed Hillary 
Clinton with a modest but persistent edge, threatened 
convulsions throughout the country and the world, where 
skeptics had watched with alarm as Mr. Trump’s unvarnished 
overtures to disillusioned voters took hold.

The triumph for Mr. Trump, 70, a real estate developer-
turned-reality television star with no government 
experience, was a powerful rejection of the establishment 
forces that had assembled against him, from the world of 
business to government, and the consensus they had forged 
on everything from trade to immigration.

Pramila Jayapal becomes first Indian-Ameri-
can woman to be elected to US House,   
09 Nov. 2016

Pramila Jayapal became the First Indian-American 
woman to be elected to the US House of 
Representatives, winning the Washington State 

Senate seat. 51-year-old Jayapal got 57 per cent of the votes 
from Washington State, leaving behind her rival Brady 
Walkinshaw who secured 43 per cent votes.
India-born Jayapal made a mark with her progressive 
agenda in the Washington State Senate.
Endorsed by Senator Bernie Sanders, the former 
Democratic presidential aspirant, Jayapal is running from 
the seventh Congressional District of Washington State that 
encompasses Seattle and its neighbourhood.

China builds world’s highest road tunnel to 
connect Tibet, 10 Nov. 2016 

China completed work on the world’s highest road 
tunnel costing about USD 170 million on the 
Sichuan-Tibet highway which will shorten the time 

to reach Tibet by two hours. The seven-km long tunnel, 
situated 6,168 metre above sea level, passes through the 
main peak of Chola Mountain.
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Shortening the time from Chengdu, capital of Sichuan 
province, to Nagqu in Tibet by two hours, and avoiding the 
most dangerous section on the highway. 

The tunnel, with two lanes in each direction, was under 
construction since 2012. It will open to traffic next year. 
The current 40-km precipitous mountain highway in the 
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture of Garze takes over two 
hours to traverse, with dangers from avalanches and rock 
falls not to mention the extreme cold and low oxygen level. 

Built at a cost of 1.15 billion yuan (USD 170 million), the 
seven-km long tunnel only takes 10 minutes to go through. 

The highway will be able to accommodate 4,000 to 5,000 
vehicles a day, as compared with around 1,500 now.

Australia ratifies Paris climate pact,   
10 Nov. 2016

Australia ratified the Paris climate agreement, amid 
fears US president-elect Donald Trump could 
follow through on his pledge to “cancel” the 

landmark pact aimed at tackling global warming.

More than 100 nations representing 70 percent of greenhouse 
gas emissions have inked the historic Paris Agreement, the 
world’s first universal climate pact, which came into force 
in early November.

Australia’s approval of the binding deal was delayed by 
national elections in July and its announcement came ahead 
of the departure of the country’s foreign and environment 
ministers for UN climate talks in Marrakesh.

Ratification of the agreement confirms Australia’s ambitious 
and responsible target to reduce emissions by 26 to 28 
percent below 2005 levels by 2030. 

With its heavy use of coal-fired power and relatively small 
population of 24 million, Australia is considered one of the 
world’s worst per capita greenhouse gas polluters.

India, Japan sign landmark civil nuclear deal, 
11 Nov. 2016

India and Japan signed a landmark civil nuclear 
cooperation deal after talks between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his counterpart Shinzo Abe, a move 

that will boost bilateral economic and security ties and 
facilitate US-based players to set up atomic plants in India

The two countries had reached a broad agreement for 
cooperation in civil nuclear energy sector during Abe’s visit 
to India in December last year, but the deal was yet to be 
signed as some issues were yet to be worked out

The deal would allow Japan to export nuclear technology 
to India, making it the first non-NPT signatory to have 
such a deal with Tokyo. It would also cement the bilateral 
economic and security ties as the two countries warm up to 
counter an assertive China.

There was political resistance in Japan - the only country 
to suffer atomic bombings during World War II - against a 
nuclear deal with India, particularly after the disaster at the 
Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant in 2011. Japan is a major 
player in the nuclear energy market and an atomic deal with 
it will make it easier for US-based nuclear plant makers 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation and GE Energy Inc to 
set up atomic plants in India as both these conglomerates 
have Japanese investments.

Other nations who have signed civil nuclear deal with India 
include the US, Russia, South Korea, Mangolia, France, 
Namibia, Argentina, Canada, Kazakhstan and Australia.
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India pledges $10.95 million for UN develop-
ment activities, 12 Nov. 2016

India has pledged about $10.95 million for development 
activities across several UN bodies for 2017.

Kumar said as a developing country, India has its own 
plate full of developmental challenges that need to be 
addressed, but it still has always contributed to increase the 
availability of core resources for the development activities 
of the United Nations system.

India announced pledges of contribution totalling about 
$10.95 million for development activities for 2017, 
including $4.5 million for the UN Development Programme 
(UNDP), $1.92 million for the World Food Programme, 
$1.25 million for the UN Relief and Works Agency for Near 
East (UNRWA) and a million dollars towards UN Women.
India also pledged resources to UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), UN Population Fund (UNFPA), the world body’s 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), Commission on 
Human Settlements Programme (HABITAT), Environment 
Programme (UNEP), Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
and towards the Voluntary Fund for Technical Co-operation.

Kumar said India is also processing contribution for the 
Voluntary Trust Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery 
and for the Victims of Torture and UN Volunteers.

At the pledging conference, 24 countries committed to 
provide approximately $1.09 billion towards development 
activities. The amount represented an increase of more than 
of 14-fold over those commitments made in 2015.

India, Japan ink 10 pacts, cover areas like 
space, agriculture, 12 Nov. 2016

India and Japan signed 10 pacts covering a range of areas 
such as boosting Japanese investment in infrastructure, 
railways, and for cooperation in space and agriculture, 

as part of agreements to bolster bilateral ties.

A MoU was signed between the National Investment 
and Infrastructure Fund Limited and Japan Overseas 
Infrastructure Investment Corporation for Transport and 
Urban Development to enable cooperation and promote 
investment in infrastructure projects in railways & 
transportation; port terminals; toll roads; airport terminals 
and urban development.

Two memorandum of understandings were signed to 
boost cooperation in space technology. One of the MoUs 
between Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and 
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) concerned 
cooperation in outer space in satellite navigation and 
planetary exploration.

It also included joint missions and joint use of ground 
systems for mutual support.

The other MoU between India’s Ministry of Earth Sciences 
and the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science aims to 
promote cooperation in areas of joint survey and research, 
and exchange of scientific visits by researchers and experts.
India and Japan also signed a landmark deal for civil nuclear 
cooperation after talks between Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his counterpart Shinzo Abe. The move is likely 
to boost bilateral economic and security ties and facilitate 
US-based players to set up atomic plants in India.

The deal allows Japan to export nuclear technology to India, 
making it the first non-NPT signatory to have such a deal 
with Tokyo. It cements bilateral economic and security ties 
as the two nations warm up to counter an assertive China.

Latin America’s largest solar plant starts op-
eration in Chile, 12 Nov. 2016

The solar power plant of El Romero Solar starts 
operation, taking its place as Latin America’s 
largest solar plant, with a maximum output of 246 

Megawatts-peak (MWp).
The plant was built in just 13 months in the northern town of 
Vallenar by Spanish energy conglomerate, Acciona Energia.
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The power plant contains 776,000 photovoltaic modules 
combining for a total solar energy reception surface of over 
1.5 million square meters (around 211 football fields). It 
cost an approximate investment of 343 million U.S. dollars.

Located in the Atacama desert, the plant has been connected 
to the national grid, beginning a process lasting several 
weeks until it begins its commercial operation.

Once fully operational, El Romero Solar will produce 
around 500 GWh of clean energy a year, equivalent to the 
demand of 240,000 Chilean homes and avoid emissions of 
around 475,000 tons of CO2 from coal-fired power plants.
Jose Ignacio Escobar, Acciona Energia’s general manager 
for Chile, said in a press release that he was satisfied about 
how the installation of the PV panels had proceeded and 
that the connection to the grid had only taken three months, 
two months quicker than originally planned. 

India, Bhutan sign new bilateral trade agree-
ment, 14 Nov. 2016

India and Bhutan signed a new bilateral trade agreement 
to enhance trade between the two countries through 
trade facilitation by improving procedures, an official 

statement said. 

The agreement was signed by Commerce and Industry 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and H.E. Tengye Lyonpo 
Lekey Dorji, Minister for Economic Affairs, Bhutan. 
Sitharaman also had a bilateral meeting with a high level 
Bhutanese delegation led by Dorji where both the leaders 
discussed various issues related to bilateral trade, transit 
and investment.

The first agreement on trade and commerce between Bhutan 
and India was signed in 1972. Since then, the agreement has 
been renewed four times. The last agreement was renewed 
on July 28, 2006 and was valid till July 29, 2016.

Nations sign framework agreement of ISA as 
process begins, 16 Nov. 2016

Over 20 countries, including Brazil and France, 
became signatories to the framework agreement of 
the International Solar Alliance -- an initiative that 

is the brainchild of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The framework agreement of International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) was opened for signatures here on the sidelines of 
CoP22 with Environment Minister Anil Madhav Dave 
saying that with this legal framework in place, the ISA will 
be a major international body headquartered in India.

Over 20 countries, including Brazil and France, became 
signatories to it soon after the process began. 

Indian climate experts termed it as a “good” initiative which 
will aggregate demand, improve quality and reduce cost 
of solar energy in developing countries but cautioned that 
achieving these objectives will require countries to have 
“confidence” in ISA.
The Framework Agreement of ISA was opened for signature 
in Marrakech on the sidelines of the CoP22 to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. 
This will make ISA an innovative, action oriented and sui 
generis international and inter-governmental treaty-based 
organisation that will be registered under Article 102 of the 
UN charter. 

ISA was jointly launched by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and French President Francois Hollande at the CoP21 
in Paris last year where representatives from around 70 
countries including more than 30 Heads of the States and 
government participated.

India to preside next edition of COP in Ge-
neva in 2018, 14 Nov. 2016

India will preside the eighth edition of the Conference 
of Parties (COP) to WHO Framework Convention 
on Tobacco Control (FCTC) which will be held in 

Switzerland’s Geneva in 2018.
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Health Secretary C K Mishra has been chosen as the 
President of the COP Bureau, for the next two years, after a 
unanimous decision by the COP7 Plenary session.

The World Health Organisations Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control (FCTC) is the world’s biggest convention 
to frame the anti-tobacco policies.

IMF approves $162 million loan to Sri Lanka, 
14 Nov. 2016

The IMF has approved a loan of USD 162 million 
to Sri Lanka under its programme to aid the 
government’s reform programme which aims to 

promote inclusive growth. The announcement came as the 
Sri Lankan parliament approved its 2017 budget which 
aims to boost tax revenue.

Sri Lanka was approved a three-year extended arrangement 
by the IMF in June valued about USD 1.45 billion subjected 
to the government’s reform programme, supported by the 
IMF which aims to reduce the fiscal deficit, rebuild foreign 
exchange reserves, and introduce a simpler, more equitable 
tax system to restore macroeconomic stability and promote 
inclusive growth.

The central bank indicates its readiness to tighten the 
monetary policy stance further if inflationary pressures 
resurge or credit growth persists. 

The authorities intend to continue building up reserves 
through outright purchases while allowing for greater 
exchange rate flexibility.

Maldives to ink first FTA early next year,   
22 Nov. 2016

Maldivian Vice President Abdulla Jihad, who is 
on a visit to India, said the country will sign its 
first free trade agreement early next year to boost 

trade and cooperation with other countries. 

However, he did not name any country for the FTA.

Maldives has embarked upon revising its key legislation 
and introduction of new laws to increase trade and ease of 
doing business to attract investment. 

The government is also working on signing bilateral 
investment treaties in respective countries. As a result the 
first free trade agreement will be signed early next year.
Maldives has grown from being one of the poorest island 
nations as well one of the least developed countries during 
1970s to an upper middle income developing country 
presently on the back of tourism and related activities and 
innovative policies and foresight of successive governments. 

Cabinet gives ex post-facto nod to India-
France skill pact, 24 Nov. 2016

The Cabinet gave ex post-facto approval to a pact 
between India and France for cooperation in skill 
development, vocational education and training. 

The memorandum of understanding between the two 
countries is with respect to cooperation in skill development, 
vocational education and training. 

India and France had signed 17 agreements during 
Modi’s visit to the European nation in April last year. 
The agreements signed were in energy, culture, tourism, 
conservation, ayurveda, skill development, science and 
technology, among others.

S Korea, Japan sign controversial intelligence 
deal, 24 Nov. 2016
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Japan and South Korea signed a controversial agreement 
to share defence intelligence on North Korea, despite 
protests from opposition parties and activists in Seoul.

South Korea and Japan were on the verge of signing 
an intelligence-sharing deal in June 2012, but Seoul 
backtracked at the last minute in response to public outcry.

Noting Tokyo’s surveillance assets and geographic location, 
South Korea’s defence ministry said the deal would be a 
“big help” in better analysing Pyongyang’s nuclear and 
missile programmes and collecting more intelligence about 
its submarine-launched ballistic missiles.

North Korea has slammed the military pact, labelling it as 
“a dangerous act” that would further raise already-elevated 
tensions on the Korean peninsula and open a door to Japan’s 
“re-invasion”.

Trump vows to leave his business interests ‘in 
total’, 30 Nov. 2016

US President-elect Donald Trump has announced 
that he will leave his business interests “in total” 
to avoid any conflict of interest once he assumes 

office. This comes after Trump faced criticism for refusing 
to give up his businesses. Although this is not mandated 
under the law, Trump said it is “visually important” to leave 
his “great business”.

Madhesis reject Nepal govt proposal to amend 
Constitution, 30 Nov. 2016 

A group of Madhesis on Wednesday rejected Nepal 
government’s proposal to amend its Constitution for 
creating a separate Madhesi state. This was followed 

by protests and strikes in various parts of the country. Adding 
that the proposal does not hold any relevance without 
approval from Madhesis, a Madhesi leader promised to 
continue the agitation until their demands are met.

Dutch lawmakers approve partial ban on 
wearing burqa, 30 Nov. 2016

The Dutch Parliament has voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of a ban on wearing burqas in designated 
public places including schools, hospitals and on 

public transport. The rule, which still needs approval 
from the Senate, also outlaws all face-coverings including 
ski masks and helmets. Similar laws have already been 
implemented in France, Belgium, and Bulgaria.
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The partnership will focus on bridging the skills gap in 
healthcare technical or operating staff. Tata Trust will 
invest 12.5 Crore on social service,from it 25% on health 
sector.Both Tata & GE Healthcare shake their hands for 
providing economic health service to millions of people to 
save their life.

Cochin Shipyard, Engineers India ink MoU 
for LNG carriers, 19 Oct. 2016

Giving a big boost to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s ambitious Make in India programme, 
Cochin Shipyard and Engineers India have joined 

hands for design and construction of small scale LNG 
carriers. 

Cochin Shipyard, a Miniratna central public sector 
enterprise under the Ministry of Shipping, and Engineers 
India Limited inked the MoU here on October 16 in this 
regard. 

The MoU aims to leverage EILs strengths in the process 
and systems engineering and CSLs strengths in ship design 
and construction. 

CAD likely to stay below 1 pc of GDP this 
year: DBS, 17 Oct. 2016

India’s current account deficit is likely to stay below 1 
per cent of GDP this year, largely due to a sharp fall 
in the trade deficit as against last year, says a DBS 

research report.

India’s trade deficit in September stood at USD 8.33 billion 
when the trade gap was the highest in the last nine months.

According to the global financial services major DBS, the 
widening of the trade deficit will be “watched closely”, 
especially at a time when the services sector receipts and 
private transfers are under pressure.

In September, exports went up 4.62 per cent to USD 22.9 
billion, while the country’s imports contracted by 2.54 per 
cent to USD 31.22 billion, leaving a trade deficit of USD 
8.33 billion.

The trade gap was USD 11.66 billion in December 2015 
while in September 2015, it stood at USD 10.16 billion.

Regarding inflation and the consequent policy action, the 
report said that the Reserve Banks policy decisions are 
likely to primarily take direction from CPI trends.

Tata Trusts and GE Healthcare to skill 10,000 
youths in healthcare sector, 17 Oct. 2016

Tata Trusts and GE Healthcare announced a 
partnership to train 10,000 youth in various technical 
areas of healthcare over a three-year period. 

Burning Topics of the Month

1. RBI permits 100 per cent FDI in ‘other 
financial services.

2. Ujjivan gets final RBI nod for small 
finance bank.

3. Airtel Payments Bank goes live with pilot 
project in Rajasthan.

ECONOMY
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This initiative is also in alignment with the Government 
of India’s vision of Sagarmala - a strategic and customer-
oriented initiative to modernise India’s Ports - and Inland 
Water Ways Development initiatives. 
The MoUs scope also covers the mutual co-operation for 
the vendor development, training, certification process of 
skilled manpower between the organisations. 

CSL has also acquired licence for the construction of 
membrane technology of Gaztransport Technigaz, France, 
for the cargo containment systems of large LNG vessels.

L&T Technology bags multi-million dollar 
contract; shares gain, 19 Oct. 2016

Share price of L&T Technology Services   gained 1.6 
percent intraday as it has received a new multiyear, 
multi-million dollar contract with a large global semi-

conductor company. The company will provide verification 
support on their expansive portfolio of offerings and 
products. This strategic tie-up between the two companies 
will enable the customer to strengthen its product offering 
and capitalize on market opportunities with superior quality 
products. 

Dr. Keshab Panda, CEO & MD of L&T Technology Services 
said that they have been awarded a multi-year partnership 
with one of the world’s most respected technology 
companies. They will continue to provide cutting edge 
services and solutions to global customers.

HCL Tech to buy Butler America Aerospace 
for $85mn, 21 Oct. 2016

IT services major HCL Technologies said that it will 
acquire Butler America Aerospace for USD 85 million 
in cash, a move aimed at strengthening its position in 

the aerospace and defence engineering services space.

Butler Aerospace provides engineering, design services 
and aftermarket engineering services to US aerospace and 
defence customers, providing them services in areas of 
mechanical and structural design, electrical design, tool 
design and aftermarket engineering services. According to 
country’s fourth largest IT company the consideration for 
the proposed transaction is USD 85 million to be paid in 
cash. The proposed acquisition will exclude the staffing 
business of Butler America Inc. 

Butler America Aerospace had revenues of USD 85.4 million 
for the year ended December 31, 2015. The transaction, 
when consummated, is likely to be EPS accretive.

The acquisition, subject to regulatory approvals including 
CFIUS approval in the US, is expected to be completed by 
December 31, 2016.

Sebi launches online system for investment 
advisers, analysts, 21 Oct. 2016

To promote ease of operations in terms of registration 
and compliance reporting, markets watchdog Sebi 
introduced an online system for investment advisers 

and research analysts.

Now, applicants seeking grant for registration are required 
to submit only online application to Sebi. It has also given 
a user manual in the portal providing instructions for 
submitting the applications.

Sebi has introduced an online system for investment 
advisers and research analysts to promote ease of operations 
in terms of e-registration, compliance reporting, etc. 
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The regulator said that emails have already been sent to all 
the registered investment advisers and research analysts to 
activate their online account.

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi), earlier 
this month, issued a detailed consultation paper, wherein 
the regulator proposed to overhaul regulations governing 
investment advisors.

RBI permits 100 per cent FDI in ‘other finan-
cial services’, 21 Oct. 2016

The Reserve Bank of India has permitted 100 per 
cent foreign direct investment in ‘Other Financial 
Services’ carried out by non-banking finance firms.

Other Financial Services will include activities which 
are regulated by any financial sector regulator viz. RBI, 
SEBI, IRDA, Pension Fund Regulatory and Development 
Authority, National Housing Bank or any other financial 
sector regulator as may be notified by the government in 
this regard .

Such foreign investment would be subject to conditionalities, 
including minimum capitalisation norms, as specified 
by the concerned regulator or government agency. The 
notification, however, did not specify the sectors which 
have been opened up for automatic route.

The present regulations on NBFCs stipulate that FDI would 
be allowed on automatic route for only 18 specified NBFC 
activities after fulfilling prescribed minimum capitalisation 
norms mentioned therein.

Government, World Bank sign $650 million 
pact for eastern corridor project, 22 Oct. 2016

Multilateral lending agency World Bank and India 
signed a USD 650-million loan agreement for the 
Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor (EDFC).

According to World Bank, the project will benefit industries 
of Northern and Eastern India, which rely on railway 
network for transportation of material inputs and exports 
that would accelerate creation of jobs in the northern and 
eastern regions of the country.

This the third loan agreement that the World Bank has 
signed for the Eastern Corridor, which is 1,840 km long and 
extends from Ludhiana to Kolkata.

The World Bank is supporting EDFC as a series of projects 
in which three sections with a total route length of 1,193 
km will be delivered sequentially, but with considerable 
overlap in their construction schedules .

EDFC 3, approved by the World Bank on June 30, 2016, 
will build the 401 km Ludhiana-Khurja section which goes 
through Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh.

The first loan of USD 975 million for the 343 km Khurja-
Kanpur section in the EDFC programme was approved 
by the World Bank in May 2011 and is already under 
implementation.

IBM acquires Sanovi Technologies to expand 
disaster recovery services, 27 Oct. 2016

In a bid to expand “Disaster Recovery” services for 
Hybrid Cloud, software giant IBM signed a definitive 
agreement to acquire Bengaluru-based Sanovi 

Technologies.

Sanovi Technologies provides Hybrid Cloud recovery, 
Cloud migration and business continuity software for 
enterprise data centres and Cloud infrastructure.
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Adding these capabilities along with advanced analytics 
will better enable IBM to bolster its Software Defined 
Resiliency strategy and delivery of Business Continuity and 
Disaster Recovery services for clients undergoing digital 
and hybrid Cloud transformation.

IBM plans to integrate the Sanovi capabilities into the IBM 
Global Technology Services unit by the end of 2016.

HP ties up with Intel to launch Centre of Ex-
cellence Bengaluru, 28 Oct. 2016 

Hewlett Packard Enterprise (HPE) India joined hands 
with Intel to launch a Centre of Excellence (CoE) 
that will help demonstrate High Performance 

Computing (HPC) as a service for customers.

The centre will also enable research institutions and 
academia to test their applications on the latest HPC 
platform innovations, enabled by Intel technologies, and 
accelerate HPC adoption in India.

Customers can also access the infrastructure remotely 
through a cloud-driven model that can be replicated in their 
data centers .

S&P retains India rating, 03 Nov. 2016

International ratings agency Standard and Poor’s (S&P) 
has retained India’s rating at ‘BBB-/A-3’ with a Stable 
outlook and ruled out a review even next year.

This is the lowest investment grade rating and the 
government has been pitching for an upgrade after reforms 
such as the Insolvency Code and Constitution Amendment 
Act for the Goods and Services Tax.

The ratings agency, said that the outlook indicates that we 
do not expect to change our rating on India this year or next, 
based on our current set of forecasts. A rating upgrade may 
be possible if the government’s reforms improves the fiscal 
situation and the net general government debt falls below 
60 per cent of the GDP. At present, it is about 69 per cent 
of the GDP.

In September, Moody’s Ratings had said a review of India’s 
ratings may be possible only after one to two years.

S&P was more optimistic about the economy and pegged 
the GDP growth rate at 7.9 per cent in 2016 and an average 
of eight per cent over 2016-18.

MobiKwik, IRCTC tie up for e-cash payments 
for tatkal bookings, 03 Nov. 2016

Mobile payments network MobiKwik has 
partnered with Indian Railway Catering and 
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) to launch e-cash 

payments for tatkal bookings. MobiKwik collaborated with 
Indian Railways to digitise payments on the IRCTC app 
and IRCTC FoodOnTrack app this year, and now we are 
powering payments for tatkal online that will help users 
book tickets almost instantly.

MobiKwik said instantaneous e-cash payments will help 
tatkal online in managing the load of over a thousand ticket 
bookings per minute.

The service will also help users in ensuring that their 
bookings do not get rejected due to payment delays.

On an average, over 15% daily ticket bookings for Indian 
Railways happen under tatkal.

The payments company said with its services at IRCTC, 
users can pay within 2 seconds to buy tatkal tickets but 
would have to preload their MobiKwik wallet with the 
desired amount.
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What is benami Act?

First, a benami transaction is one where a property is held by 
one person and the amount for it is paid by another person. 

Therefore, in a benami transaction, the name of the person 
who paid the money is not mentioned.  Directly or indirectly, 
the benami transaction is done to benefit the one who pays.

What isn’t a benami transaction?

Property held under the name of spouse or child, for which 
the amount is being paid through a known source of income.

A joint property with brother, sister or other relatives for 
which the amount is paid out of known sources of income.

Property held by someone in a fiduciary capacity; that is, 
transaction involving a trustee and a beneficiary.

What falls under benami transaction?

Assets of any kind — movable, immovable, tangible, 
intangible, any right or interest, or legal documents. As 

such, even gold or financial securities could qualify to be 
benami.

How it affects the people?

It is being done to curb on black money. People with 
unaccounted income will sure have a tough time ahead. 

As for the general public, it won’t be much of an issue if 
their transactions are legal.

Note: The rules and all the provisions of the Benami 
Transactions (Prohibition) Act shall come into force on 
November 1, 2016. 

After coming into effect, the existing Benami Transactions 
(Prohibition) Act, 1988, shall be renamed as the Prohibition 
of Benami Property Transactions Act, 1988,

The new legislation will make a provision of seven year 
imprisonment and fine, replacing the three-year jail term, 
or fine, or both.

BEnAMI TRAnSACTIOn
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MYTH: PM is going to address the nation again, announcing 
demonetization of 100 and 50 rupee notes

Reality: Baseless; no intention of cancelling legal tender 
status of notes of any other denomination

MYTH: Information was leaked to select corporate houses 
and party members in advance

Reality: Complete secrecy was maintained; no leakage of 
government’s intention to any section

MYTH: The implementation cost is more than the benefits

Reality: The parallel economy corrodes and eats into the 
vitals of the country’s economy. Adversely affecting the 
poor and middle classes more than other

MYTH: The demonetization move is only for show. People 
will find other means to keep black money. Industries and 
mechanisms are springing up to address this demand.

Reality: Enforcement agencies are keeping necessary 
watch; besides, amendments made also in Benami 

Transactions Act and information sharing agreements with 
foreign Government to check black money

MYTH: New notes have chips embedded in them to trace 
black money hoarders

Reality: Figment of imagination; no such chips are 
embedded in the new notes

MYTH: The new Rs. 2,000 notes are of inferior quality; 
their colour comes off

Reality: Currency notes have a security feature called 
intaglio printing. The first test for a genuine currency note 
is to rub it with a cloth; this creates a turbo-electric effect, 
transferring the ink colour onto the cloth

MYTH: Next step will be to seal bank lockers & freeze 
gold/diamonds/ jewellery

Reality: This is baseless. There is no such proposal for 
sealing bank lockers or freezing jewellery.

dEMOnETISATIOn: 
MYTH BuSTER 
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World’s leading off-spinner Ravichandran 
Ashwin will be brand ambassador for Equitas 
SFB, 03 Nov. 2016 

Equitas Small Finance Bank, the first Private Sector 
Bank from Tamil Nadu post-Independence, 
announced World’s No.1 Test bowler Ravichandran 

Ashwin as its brand ambassador.  

In September 2016, Equitas commenced its banking 
operations and is the country’s first Small Finance Bank to 
get listed on the exchanges and operate as a non-promoter 
entity.

Ravichandran Ashwin, who also hails from Equitas’ 
hometown Tamil Nadu, is the fastest Indian bowler to 
reach the 50, 100, 150 and 200-wickets mark in Test cricket 
and is currently the No.1 ICC Test bowler. The cricketer 
will endorse the company’s products and services through 
advertising campaigns and other promotional programmes.

Google ties up with ASI for virtual tour of 
monuments, 03 Nov. 2016 

Google has tied up with Archaelogical Survey of 
India (ASI) for 360 degree virtual tour of 280-odd 
monuments across the country. 

 According to the google map’s programe manager “They 
have a tie-up with ASI for 360 degrees virtual tour of 280 
monuments across the country of which 30 are in West 
Bengal. 

He said ASI had given the permission to Google for creating 
the virtual tour, which would be available in the maps. 

Some of the major monuments are Taj Mahal, Victoria 
Memorial and the ruins of Hampi, he said, adding eight 
were from Kolkata.

Tata Motors inks pact with Indonesian entity 
on defence business, 03 Nov. 2016 

Tata Motors has inked a pact with Indonesia’s state-
owned enterprise PT Pindad to explore market 
potential of Tata-armoured vehicles in Indonesia and 

other agreed regions of ASEAN. 

The memorandum of understanding (MoU) also includes 
a study to check the feasibility of locally assembling Tata-
armoured vehicles at PT Pindad’s facility in Bandung in 
West Java province of Indonesia.
Bollywood’s livewire actor Ranveer Singh has been named 
the Indian ambassador for Switzerland Tourism.

L&T-MHPS Boilers signs technology licence 
agreement with Mitsubishi Hitachi Power 
Systems, 07 Nov. 2016 

L&T-MHPS Boilers, a joint venture of Larsen & 
Toubro (L&T) and Mitsubishi Hitachi Power 
Systems (MHPS), Japan, has signed a Technology 

Licence Agreement for Selective Catalytic Reduction 
(SCR) systems with MHPS.
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The technology licensing agreement is for design, 
engineering, manufacture, installation, commissioning, 
and sale of new boilers under BTG, EPC or SG packages 
or standalone SCR systems, and for existing and under 
construction boilers on exclusive basis in India.

Future acquires retail business of Heritage 
Foods, 08 Nov. 2016 

Kishore Biyani-led Future Group signed a definitive 
agreement to acquire the retail and allied business 
company Heritage Foods Limited.

The two companies signed a definitive agreement, under 
which all existing 124 retail stores of Heritage in Hyderabad, 
Bengaluru and Chennai will become part of Future Retail 
network.

Naidu’s son and one of the directors of Heritage Foods 
N. Lokesh, daughter-in-law and executive director of the 
company N. Brahmini and Future Retail Limited chairman 
and managing director Kishore Biyani announced the 
partnership at a news conference.

Under the agreement, retail, bakery and agri businesses of 
Heritage will become part of Future Retail.

ADB’s to provide $48 mn loan to help Assam 
improve power distribution, 08 Nov. 2016

Asian Development Bank will provide the second 
tranche loan of USD 48 million to Assam to help 
the state expanding and upgrading its power 

distribution system.

According to Finance Ministry this is the second tranche 
loan of the USD 300 million multi-tranche financing facility 
for the Assam Power Sector Investment Programme that 
was approved by the ADB Board in July 2014 .

The project will help Assam to enhance capacity and 
efficiency of its power distribution system to improve 
electricity service to end users .

An agreement regarding the second tranche was signed 
between Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Union 
Government  to help Assam continue its drive to improve 
access to efficient and reliable power .

Ujjivan gets final RBI nod for small finance 
bank, 15 Nov. 2016

Ujjivan Financial Services has received the final 
licence from Reserve Bank of India to start small 
finance bank. 

Ujjivan Managing Director Samit Ghosh said it is expected 
to begin the journey in the first quarter of 2017. 
Ujjivan belongs to the top three league of India’s 
microfinance sector. 
This approval from RBI has taken us a step closer to our 
mission of providing comprehensive financial inclusion to 
the segments we wish to serve .

Reliance Group launches IoT services venture 
‘UNLIMIT’, 15 Nov. 2016

Anil Ambani promoted Reliance Group announced 
a strategic partnership with Cisco Jasper for the 
launch of its new venture ‘UNLIMIT’ to provide 

Internet of Things (IoT) services to enterprise customers 
across India.
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The outlook for IoT services in India is virtually UNLIMITed, 
with the number of connected devices projected to rise 
from 200 million today to around 3 billion by 2020, and 
revenues set to increase from USD 5.6 billion today to USD 
15 billion in 2020..

IoT, fuelled by machine-to-machine communication, 
essentially refers to microprocessor and sensor-fitted 
gadgets or things within a network talking to each other, 
swapping real-time data and information to perform 
specific actions. Examples of connect devices swapping 
live information with one another could include vehicle-
to-vehicle communication, smart buildings, smart vending 
machines, and so on. The technology can also be applied 
to areas like manufacturing, retail, and healthcare among 
others.

India and ADB sign 500 million US dollar 
loan to build country’s longest river bridge 
across Ganges River, 03 Nov. 2016

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the 
Government of India signed a 500 million US dollar 
loan to build a 9.8 km long road bridge across the 

Ganges River. This will be India’s longest river bridge.

Along with ADB’s loan and 900000 US dollar in technical 
assistance to improve bridge operation and management, the 
Bihar Government will provide support equivalent to 215 
million US dollar. The project is expected to be completed 
by the end of December 2020.

Key highlights of the proposed river bridge
 # The proposed bridge will improve transport connectivity 

between North and South Bihar. It will also improve 
the link between Patna and the surrounding areas.

 # It will cover both channels of the Ganges River and 
will also serve as an alternate route to the existing 
Ganga Bridge.

 # The project will also build viaducts, embankments, toll 
and service facilities. It will link to national highway 
networks.

 # The bridge will significantly reduce travel time to 
Patna from the surrounding regions, in particular north 
Bihar. It will eventually ease access of people to state’s 
administrative and social services.

 # It is expected that the bridge will benefit over 9 million 
people.

 # The bridge will also turn out to be of great help for the 
inhabitants of Raghopur Diara River Island who will 
gain year-round road access. At present, the 250000 
inhabitants of the island rely on boats and a seasonal 
pontoon bridge as their only links to Patna.

 # The bridge will use state-of-the-art engineering 
techniques and will be the first of its kind in India.

 # The height and length of the bridge have been designed 
to minimize impacts on the river itself. It will also 
ensure that the bridge is able to withstand climate-
related stresses such as a rise in the water level.

Tata Chemicals Director Bhaskar Bhat  
resigns, 11 Nov. 2016 

After independent directors “unanimously” backed 
Cyrus Mistry as Chairman, Tata Chemicals Director 
Bhaskar Bhat has resigned from the company’s 

board. 

Bhaskar Bhat, non-executive, non-independent director, has 
resigned from the Board of the company w.e.f. November 
10, 2016. 

In his resignation letter, Bhat said, “I have just read the 
statement put out by the independent directors on the BSE 
website. The contents as well as the spirit of the statement 
completely dilutes the views I expressed at the Board 
meeting today especially regarding the threat the company 
faces on account of loss of confidence of the promoter Tata 
Sons in the Chairman of Tata Chemicals.”
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Travelyaari joins Reliance Jio, Paytm for 
cashless bookings, 16 Nov. 2016 

Bringing cash-free payments to bus travellers and 
operators, online bus booking platform Travelyaari 
announced a partnership with Reliance Jio and 

Paytm for offline payment integration.
The platform is promoting cash-free payments among all 
its customers at select inter-city offline counters with 2,000 
operators across 10,000 branches on board presently, the 
company said in a statement.

Customers can pay for their tickets using either of the 
mobile wallets and avail of several cash-back incentives.

Integrated with Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) 
system, payment options will get cashless at offline bus 
counters and there will be no longer be hassles of dealing 
with the change, thus speeding up the payment.

The travellers can use either Paytm or the JioMoney app 
to dispense the exact amount required to book bus tickets.

A Reliance Jio spokesperson said that the mobile application 
‘JioMoney’ was conceived with the aim to empower 
individuals to make payments anytime and anywhere.

Now you can digitise physical photographs 
using Google’s new PhotoScan app,   
16 Nov. 2016

Tech giant Google has rolled out a new scanning app 
— Google PhotoScan — that allows users to scan 
and digitise physical photographs.

The free standalone app detects edges, straightens the image, 
rotates it to the correct orientation and removes glare.

Scanned photos can be saved in one tap to Google Photos 
to be organised, searchable, shared, and safely backed up at 
high quality. The app is available for both Android and iOS 
devices. Google is also adding editing tools to its Google 
Photos app. These will begin rolling out across Android, 
iOS and the web as well.

Max Life Insurance introduces ‘Instaclaim’ 
for faster and easier claims approval,   
16 Nov. 2016

Max Life Insurance, one of India’s leading non-
bank promoted private life insurers, a joint ven-
ture between Max Financial Services Ltd and 

Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Co. Ltd, sets a new benchmark 
with its initiative – “InstaClaim”, to enhance overall cus-
tomer experience. As the name suggests, ‘Instaclaim’ will 
provide claim approval to Max Life customers in case of 
eligible policies within one day from the receipt of the claim 
with necessary documents. 

InstaClaim is yet another initiative by Max Life Insurance 
to stand out as a customer centric company. This initiative 
will ensure that the loved ones of our policy holders get 
a quick, simple and hassle free claims services in one day 
during the time of their utmost need. 

This is an endeavor to communicate claim approval decision 
to the nominee within 1 day of intimation in eligible cases. 
Max Life Insurance achieved claims paid ratio of more than 
96% in the FY 2015-16 as per the public disclosures. 

Instaclaim will be available to registered beneficiary in all 
eligible policies which have completed 3 or more continuous 
years, in which claim amount is less than Rs. 25 lakh and 
claim does not warrant any field verification. Necessary 
documents shall be submitted before 3 pm on any working 
day from Monday to Friday in any of Max Life offices.

Federal Bank ties up with Oxigen for cash 
management services, 18 Nov. 2016
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Federal Bank has tied up with Oxigen to expand the 
bank’s e-collection facility to the latter’s nearly 2 
lakh-plus retail outlets.

With this arrangement, which will initially be valid for one 
year, all the two-lakh plus retail outlets of Oxigen will be 
able to remit their cash collection at Federal Bank branches 
pan-India. The private sector bank will leverage their 
e-collection platform to validate the details of the outlets on 
a real-time basis before accepting the payment. This tie-up 
would help the outlets replenish their running limits on-the-
spot, enabling them to continue to serve customers hassle-
free.

Federal Bank has a branch network of 1,252 branches and 
1,524 ATMs spread across the country.

Competition Commission clears LG Life 
Sciences-LG Chem merger, 18 Nov. 2016

Fair trade regulator CCI has approved the proposed 
merger of South Korea-based LG Life Sciences into 
LG Chem. 

Both companies, part of South Korean major LG, have 
presence in India.

The merger was announced by the companies in September 
following approval of their respective boards of directors. 

As per a filing to the watchdog, LG Chem would be the 
surviving company post-merger. 

LG Chem, which is into manufacturing chemicals, has 
three subsidiaries in the country -- LG Chemicals India, LG 
Polymers India and LGC Petrochemical India. 

LG Life Sciences has interests in pharmaceutical products 
and specialty chemicals and is present in the country 
through LG Life Sciences India.

Airtel Payments Bank goes live with pilot 
project in Rajasthan, 24 Nov. 2016

Airtel Payments Bank, a subsidiary of Bharti 
Airtel, rolled out a pilot of its banking services in 
Rajasthan, becoming the first payments bank to go 

live in the country.

Customers in towns and villages in Rajasthan would now 
be able to open bank accounts at Airtel retail outlets, which 
would act as Airtel banking points and offer a range of 
convenient banking services.

The launch comes at a time when the government is 
making a determined push for a cashless economy through 
demonetisation of high-value currencies.

Airtel Bank would commence the pilot with banking points 
at 10,000 Airtel retail outlets. The pilot is aimed at testing 
systems and processes ahead of a pan-India launch.

A wide network of merchants (sellers/shops) in Rajasthan 
would accept digital payments from Airtel Bank, offering 
customers the convenience of cashless purchase of goods 
and services through their mobile phones in a quick and 
secure manner.

It plans to expand its merchant network in Rajasthan to 
100,000 by the year-end, giving a boost to the digital 
payments ecosystem.

The banking points would offer bank account opening 
services, cash deposit and withdrawal facilities. Elaborating 
on the digital and paperless bank, the firm said, account 
opening would be quick and paperless using Aadhaar based 
e-KYC.

The customer’s Airtel mobile number would be his/her 
bank account number. The interest rate of 7.25 per cent per 
annum (would apply) on deposits in savings accounts.

It would allow money transfer to any bank account in India 
and free money transfer from Airtel to Airtel numbers 
within the Airtel Bank. It is also offering personal accidental 
insurance of Rs 1 lakh with every savings account.
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Yes Bank partners GSRTC to digitise bus 
ticket bookings, 25 Nov. 2016

Private sector lender Yes Bank has partnered with 
Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation (GSRTC) 
to digitise payments for booking of bus tickets. 

Under the partnership, Yes Bank will install over 125 PoS 
(Point-of-Sale) terminals to facilitate booking of tickets 
through credit and debit cards at all GSRTC bus depots.

The private sector lender said that it is already live with 50 
terminals and will reach the 125 mark in the “next couple of 
weeks” as part of the first phase of implementation. 
Currently GSRTC handles over Rs 70 crore worth of 
transactions in cash at its counters, and over 50 per cent of 
the transactions are expected to shift to card payments. 

Adani to spend $300 mn on Aus solar plants; 
secures land deals, 25 Nov. 2016

Indian energy giant Adani Group has struck land deals 
in Australia to build two solar plants collectively 
valued at USD 300 million in a bid to develop 1,500 

MW renewable capacity in five years, even as a court 
dismissed appeals against its USD 16 billion coal and 
mine project. 

The contraction of AUD 200 million (USD 150 million 
approximately) each solar plants in south Australia’s 
Whyalla region and in Moranbah in the east of Australia 
will begin late next year, the company said.

The Whyalla project is to be completed in a year and is 
expected to create350 jobs. It will involve a 120 MW solar 
generation plant, with potential capacity of up to 150MW, 
which would make it one of the largest solar farms in 
Australia. 

The company said it has secured a land deal with Whyalla 
city council for the project. 

Adani aims to develop renewable energy projects in Australia 
with a capacity of 1,500 MW in the next five years. Its CEO 
of Australian operations, Jeyakumar Janakaraj, said Adani 
looked forward to working with the Whyalla community 
to enhance the South Australian renewable energy industry. 

INOX Leisure ties up with SBI for dispensing 
cash, 25 Nov. 2016

After Big Bazaar, multiplex chain INOX Leisure said 
that it has partnered with the State Bank of India to 
allow customers withdraw cash up to Rs 2,000 by 

using debit cards beginning.

The company has partnered with State Bank of India (SBI) 
to facilitate this transaction at the nearest INOX multiplex 
using a debit card,Citizens can simply swipe their debit 
cards, enter their PIN number and take up to Rs 2,000 in 
cash per card per day.

The company added that the facility will be available across 
17 properties started and will be made available at the 
remaining 89 properties over the course of the weekend.

The government recently allowed the withdrawal of cash 
of up to a limit of Rs 2,000 by swiping debit cards at 
select petrol pumps using point-of-sale (POS) transaction 
machines.

Earlier this week, Future Group announced that customers 
can withdraw cash up to Rs 2,000 by using debit cards at all 
Big Bazaar and fbb stores from November 24.

RBL Bank, Oxigen deploy 25 micro ATM 
vans for doorstep banking, 26 Nov. 2016

Digital money wallet Oxigen and RBL Bank have 
joined hands to supply cash to people through 
micro ATMs installed in mobile vans across Delhi 

NCR. RBL Bank said it has commissioned Oxigen Services 
India, to deploy 25 of its Super PoS Micro ATM on mobile 
vans to ease cash flow problems following demonetisation.
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This will enable RBL to offer doorstep banking services to 
customers who can use their Aadhaar-linked bank accounts 
to withdraw and deposit cash, money transfer and even 
make payments and recharge.

The machines, to be deployed initially in Delhi NCR, also 
have the option of withdrawing cash with debit card.

Ola teams up with SBI, PNB for setting up 
mobile ATMs, 28 Nov. 2016

After petrol pumps, cash can now be withdrawn by 
swiping debit cards at select Ola cabs as India’s 
largest ride-hailing service partners with lenders 

like State Bank of India (SBI) and Punjab National Bank to 
ease cash crunch.

With banks and ATMs not being able to cope with the rush for 
access to lower denomination or new currency after old Rs 
500 and 1,000 notes were banned, cash dispensing through 
swipe of debit cards at POS machines was introduced at 
around 3,700 petrol pumps. 

The same is being replicated by Ola on a test basis in its 
cabs in Kolkata and Hyderabad where taxis with a bank 
officer and POS machine are parked at different locations 
and dispense cash of Rs 2,000 per card. 

In Kolkata, Ola has partnered with Punjab National Bank 
(PNB), while for Hyderabad, it has collaborated with SBI 
and Andhra Bank. 

Utkarsh MF gets RBI nod for small finance 
bank, 29 Nov. 2016

Utkarsh Micro Finance has received final nod from 
the Reserve Bank of India to start operations as 
small finance bank.

The new bank is likely to start banking operations by early 
2017.

Utkarsh Micro finance is among the 10 entities which has 
received RBIs in-principle approval to set up small finance 
banks.

The new SFB will be named as Utkarsh Small Finance 
Bank.

The Varanasi headquartered MFI has operations in Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Delhi-NCR, Uttarakhand, Haryana and 
Himachal Pradesh.

Currently, it is serving over 1.2 million clients with a 
portfolio of over Rs 1,809 crore.

Morgan Stanley cuts 2016-17 GDP forecast to 
7.3% on note pinch, 29 Nov. 2016
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Global financial services giant Morgan Stanley 
has downgraded its GDP growth forecast for the 
current fiscal to 7.3 per cent from the earlier 7.7 

per cent as the government’s move to cancel old high-
value notes is expected to adversely impact the near-term 
economic activity.

Morgan Stanley has also lowered the growth projection for 
2017-18 to 7.7 per cent, from 7.8 per cent, pegging it at 7.9 
per cent for 2018-19.

According to Morgan Stanley, the growth is likely to get 
back on the recovery path from the second quarter next 
year, with support from consumption and exports.

Moreover, the government’s clampdown on black money 
will potentially make households hold back spending on 
big-ticket items in the near term and property spending in 
the medium term.

Fitch cuts India’s FY17 growth forecast to 
6.9% from 7.4%, 29 Nov. 2016

Fitch Ratings lowered India’s GDP growth forecast for 
this fiscal to 6.9 per cent from 7.4 per cent, saying 
there will be “temporary disruptions” to economic 

activity post demonetisation.

It said economic activity will be hit in the October- 
December quarter because of the cash crunch created by 
withdrawal and replacement of 500 and 1000 rupee notes 
that accounted for 86 per cent of the value of currency in 
circulation.

Indian growth has also been revised down to reflect 
temporary disruptions to activity related to the RBI’s 
surprise demonetisation of large-denomination bank notes.

The US-based ratings agency also revised GDP growth 
forecast for 2017-18 and 2018-19 lower to 7.7 per cent from 
8 per cent earlier. Gradual implementation of the structural 
reform agenda is expected to contribute to higher growth, as 
will higher real disposable income, supported by an almost 
24 per cent hike in civil servants’ wages.
According to the Fitch’s report ‘Global Economic Outlook - 
November’ but the anticipated recovery in investment looks 
a bit less certain in light of ongoing weakness in the data .

Regarding currency ban, it said consumers do not have the 
cash needed to complete purchases, and there have been 
reports of supply chains being disrupted and farmers unable 
to buy seeds and fertiliser for the sowing season.

L&T Technology Services partners with IISc’s 
CeNSE, 29 Nov. 2016

L&T Technology Services Limited announced 
a tie-up with the Centre for Nano Science and 
Engineering (CeNSE) and the Indian Institute of 

Science (IISc) here to jointly work towards innovations 
in the areas of sensors and energy efficient systems based 
on nanotechnology. The agreement was signed between 
CeNSE, IISc and L&T Technology Services at the IISc 
campus. 

L&T Technology Services will bring its domain expertise in 
the area of Industrial Products, Power Electronics, Intelligent 
Buildings and Smart Campuses, Medical Electronics, Testing 
and Measurements, Transportation and IIOT to create a 
platform for their accelerated digital journey. 

L&T Technology Services Limited is a subsidiary of Larsen 
& Toubro Limited with a focus on the engineering services 
space, partnering with over 50 Fortune 500 companies, the 
statement added.
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AIE Board grants approval to codeshare pact 
with Air India, 30 Nov. 2016

Air India Express (AIE) board granted its approval to 
a proposal, seeking a one-way codeshare pact with 
the parent Air India for some select destinations.

The board, which met, also accorded its permission to the 
airline to launch air services to Iranian capital Tehran from 
early next fiscal .
AIE is the international budget arm of the national carrier 
Air India.

L&T Infotech ties up with Akshaya Patra to 
promote literacy, 30 Nov. 2016

L&T Infotech announced its collaboration with 
Akshaya Patra Foundation towards promoting 
literacy of 10,000 children studying in 35 government 

schools in and around this city.

As part of the CSR initiative by L&T Infotech, the company 
will sponsor mid-day meals of these children as well as 
provide a bus to transport the cooked food to the schools.

The primary objective of the project is to promote school 
attendance, national literacy rates, reduce dropout rates 
and also ensure that the nutritional status of children is 
improved.

The companies signed a formal MoU towards the initiative.

The Akshaya Patra Foundation is an NGO which 
implements the Mid-Day Meal Programme for Government 
and Government-aided school children. 
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Anna Meares announces cycling retirement 
after winning six Olympic medals,    
17 Oct. 2016

Australian cycling champion Anna Meares has 
announced her retirement after a stunning career, 
including six Olympic medals.

Meares said it was hard to hang up her cleats after 22 years 
in the sport but was “really excited about the doors opening 
in to the next chapter of my life”.

The announcement brings down the curtain on the career 
of arguably Australia’s most decorated cyclist, which saw 
Meares compete at four Olympic Games.

After winning gold in the 500-metre time trial and bronze 
in the sprint in Athens in 2004, Meares produced one of 
sport’s greatest comebacks when she won sprint silver at 
Beijing 2008 just seven months after breaking her neck in 
a crash.

MS Dhoni surpasses Allan Border, becomes 
second most successful skipper in ODI his-
tory, 17 Oct. 2016

Mahendra Singh Dhoni recorded his 108th victory 
as India skipper to go past former Australia 
captain Allan Border’s tally of 107 wins in the 

list of most victories by an ODI captain in the history of 
the game.

Burning Topics of the Month

1. MS Dhoni surpasses Allan Border, 
becomes second most successful skipper 
in ODI history.

2. Wolf chosen as mascot of 2018 football 
World Cup in Russia.

3. Olympic Champion Eliud Kipchoge Wins 
Delhi Half Marathon.

SPORTS

The six-wicket win over New Zealand in the first of the 
five ODIs in Dharamsala has put Dhoni second in the list 
headed by former Australia skipper Ricky Ponting, who won 
a massive 165 games in 230 matches. 

The victory was also special as it came in India’s 900th ODI. 
The 35-year-old has captained India in 195 matches with a 
win percent of 59.78.

Indian Boxing Council inducted in WBO,   
19 Oct. 2016

The Indian Boxing Council, a licensing body for the 
country’s professional boxers, has been inducted into 
the World Boxing Organisation with voting rights in 

the WBO’s annual convention at Puerto Rico. 
IBC President Brig. PKM Raja attended the meet in which 
the Indian body was welcomed into the fold by WBO founder 
Chairman Luis Batista Salas.

Bengaluru FC create history, beat defending 
champs to become 1st Indian club to enter 
AFC Cup final, 20 Oct. 2016

A brilliant Bengaluru FC created history after becoming 
the first football club from India to reach the final 
of Asian Cup. The Bangalore based club defeated 

defending champions Johor Darul Ta’zim 3-1 in the second 
leg of the semi-final in Bangalore.
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Bengaluru, a came which came into being just three years 
back, were led by their skipper Sunil Chhetri who scored 
two goals on either side of the half to put Bengaluru in the 
lead and Joanan sealed the game with a header in the 75th 
minute.

They played the final of AFC Cup against Iraq’s Air Force 
Club on November 5. The venue of this match was decided 
through a draw later.

The match began with Bengaluru dominating the possession 
but it was JDT who opened the scoring through Shafiq 
Rahim in the 11th minute. A thunderous strike from Safiq 
from the right side was straight to BFC goalie Amrinder 
who made an error let the ball go over him and into the goal 
after taking his hand.

Indian football team achieves highest FIFA 
ranking in six years, 20 Oct. 2016

The Indian football team achieved its best FIFA 
ranking in over six years when the side jumped 11 
places to be 137th in the latest list released.

India, who defeated 114th ranked Puerto Rico in an 
International Friendly in Mumbai in September, garnered 
230 points for the month.

In August 2010, India were ranked 137th which stayed 
India’s best ever FIFA Ranking since then.

Indians finish on podium at IWF World 
Weightlifting c’ships, 21 Oct. 2016

India created history at the IWF Youth (Boys & Girls) 
World Weightlifting Championships at Penang, 
Malaysia, bagging a silver and a bronze medal in the 

56kg weight category. 

Jeremy Lalrinnunga finished second with a lift of 108kg in 
snatch and 127kg in clean & jerk for a total effort of 235kgs.

According to the Indian Weightlifting Federation release 
the Muthupandi Raja clinched the bronze with an overall 
lift of 233kgs (100+133). 

Jeremy has improved upon his performance in the selection 
trials, which was held on September 20 at Patiala, by seven 
kilograms. 

In 48kg category, Mohini Chavan finished 6th while Jhilli 
Dalabehera stood 9th. 

Sharabani Das ended on 6th position in the 44kg weigth 
division.

Wolf chosen as mascot of 2018 football World 
Cup in Russia, 24 Oct. 2016

A wolf has been chosen as mascot of the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup in Russia, according to the results of 
public voting announced live on a TV channel. The 

wolf will be named Zabivaka.

 # For FIFA World Cup 2018 masot ,votings were 
conducted from several months.

 # On the basis of voting people liked wolf instead of cat 
and lion.

 # FIFA World Cup 2018 mascot Zabivaka wore a space 
suit.

 # Zabivaka means in Russian “ who can score”.

 # Puplicaly,the Zabivaka is shown on government 
channel first time.

Event : 
 # Football World Cup 2018 in Russia. In Russia, the 

game will be played in 11 cities including Masco, Sent 
Petersberg aur Socchi.

 # Its objective to attract game lover globally and attract 
them towards the stadium.
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Sandeep Tomar, Amit Dhankar bag gold at 
National C’ship, 25 Oct. 2016

Rio Olympian Sandeep Tomar and Amit Dhankar 
were among the gold medal winners in their 
respective weight categories at the ongoing Senior 

(men’s and women’s) National Wrestling championship at 
Gonda, Uttar Pradesh.

The bout between Utkarsh Kale and London OlympianAmit 
Kumar in men’s 57kg freestyle category proved to be 
the highlight of the day, in which Kale stunned the more 
experienced Amit in the semifinals to set up a summit clash 
with Sandeep Tomar.

However, in the final, Kale ran out of steam and went down 
to Tomar to settle for a silver medal. 

In another exciting contest, Bajrang prevailed over Rajneesh 
in 65kg weight division before getting the better of Rahul 
Mann in the final to finish on the top of the podium.
In 70kg category, Amit Dhankar clinched the yellow metal 
by defeating Vinod Kumar in his final bout. 
In women’s event, Ritu Phogat, youngest of the Phogat 
sisters, bagged the gold medal in the 48kg category after 
beating Priyanka Singh in the final.

North Korea wins 2016 FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup, 25 Oct. 2016

North Korea’s women’s U-17 team won the 2016 
FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup. The North 
Koreans defeated Japan in penalty kicks to grab the 

title.

This is North Korea’s second U-17 Women’s World Cup 
title. The country won the first ever U-17 Women’s World 
Cup in 2008.

The 2016 FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup was held in 
Jordan from 30 September to 21 October 2016.

About FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup

 # The FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup is an international 
association football tournament for female players 
under the age of 17.

 # It is organized by Fédération Internationale de Football 
Association (FIFA).

 # The tournament is held in even-numbered years, 
starting in 2008.

 # The official emblem of the 2016 FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup was unveiled on 3 May 2015, which was 
designed to showcase Jordan’s most iconic symbols. 
Visual aspects of the Jordanian culture can be seen on 
the emblem that has the traditional shape of the FIFA 
U-17 Women’s World Cup Trophy.

 # Aseela is an Arabian oryx, which is the national animal 
of Jordan, was the mascot of the 2016 FIFA U-17 
Women’s World Cup.

Pratul wins maiden title at Bahrain Interna-
tional Challenge, 02 Nov. 2016

Young Indian shuttler Pratul Joshi clinched his 
maiden international title by notching up a hard-
fought win over Aditya Joshi in the finals of the 

USD 17,500 Bahrain International Challenge badminton 
tournament at Segayya in Bahrain. In a fiercely fought 
battle between siblings, it was 22-year-old Pratul who 
emerged as the winner after he prevailed 21-17, 12-21, 
21-15 over Aditya in the summit clash which lasted for an 
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hour on Sunday. In the semifinals, Pratul, seeded third, had 
beaten compatriot Siddharth Thakur 21-16, 22-20, while 
fourth seed Aditya stunned top seed Anand Pawar 21-19, 
21-7. There were other Indians who had reached the finals 
in mens and womens doubles.

Top seed Vighnesh Devlekar and Rohan Kapoor lost 18-21 
17-21 to second seeded Russian pair of Evgenij Dremin and 
Denis Grachev in mens doubles, while Farha Mather and 
Ashna Roy suffered a 12-21 18-21 defeat at the hands of 
Bahrains Tanisha Crasto and Aprilsasi Lejarsar Variella of 
Indonesia in the womens doubles finals.

Sony Pictures bags broadcast rights for Bdesh 
T20 league, 04 Nov. 2016

Broadcaster Sony Pictures Networks India said it 
has acquired broadcast and digital rights for the 
Bangladesh Premier League 2016.

The fourth edition of tournament will be telecast on Sony 
Six and Sony Six HD and also be streamed live on Sony 
LIV app and website.

The on-air broadcast rights include the telecast of 43 live 
matches of the tournament in the Indian Sub-continent, 
Sony Pictures Networks India said in a statement.

Pacquiao beats Vargas to reclaim WBO title 
for third time, 07 Nov. 2016

Filipino star Manny Pacquiao reclaimed the World 
Boxing Organization welterweight title for the third 
time with a unanimous decision victory over former 

champion Jesse Vargas.

Pacquiao won the WBO title for the first time in 2010 when 
he beat Miguel Cotto. He lost it two years later to Bradley, 
then got it back by winning the rematch with Bradley in 
2014.

Indian women win first Asian Champions Tro-
phy title, 07 Nov. 2016

The Indian hockey team registered a 2-1 victory 
over China to claim the women’s Asian Champions 
Trophy title in Singapore. This is the first time that 

India have won the continental tournament. They had 
previously faced Japan in the final of the 2013 edition of the 
tournament where they had lost to the hosts.

Goals from Deep Grace Ekka (13th minute) and Deepika 
Thakur (60th minute) helped India surmount the challenge 
from China, who rallied from a goal behind through a strike 
by Zhong Mengling (44th minute) in the title clash of the 
fourth edition of tournament.

The welcome result for the Indian women’s team comes days 
after the men beat Pakistan to reclaim the Asian Champions 
Trophy in Kuantan, Malaysia. India had finished third in the 
inaugural edition in 2010.

Andy Murray clinches Paris Masters title, 
defeats John Isner in the final, 07 Nov. 2016

Britain’s star tennis player, Andy Murray defeated 
American John Isner to win the Paris Masters title.

Celebrating the best season of his career, Andy 
Murray cemented his rise to No. 1 by beating John Isner to 
win the Paris Masters for the first time.
It was his eighth title this year, his 14th in Masters overall. 
It also ended Isner’s bid for a first Masters title.
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Grandmaster Harikrishna Becomes Second 
Indian to Break Into World Top 10 Chess 
Rankings, 07 Nov. 2016

P Harikrishna created history by becoming only the 
second Indian to break into the top 10 world rankings.

The 30-year-old has been ranked 10th in the latest 
FIDE ratings which were released for the month of 
November. He has 2768 points.

Harikrishna, who is also a former World Junior champion, 
is from Guntur in Andhra Pradesh.

The only other Indian Grandmaster in the elite list is 
Viswanathan Anand, who currently resides in 7th spot with 
2779 points.

It’s the first time ever that that two Indians feature in the 
top 10.

Above India there are 4 other countries Russia on 1st Rank, 
America on 2nd Rank,China on 3rd Rank and Yukren on 
4rth Rank .Although no chinees player is in individual 
ranking of top 10.

2 female indian player become successful in making 
their place in top 10. Koneru Hampi is on 4th and Harika 
Dronavalli is on 6th position.

Saina, Sindhu go low; Marin tops price list at 
PBL auction, 10 Nov. 2016 

Rio Games silver medallist P V Sindhu and London 
bronze winner Saina Nehwal went for low prices 
even as current Olympic champion Carolina Marin 

emerged as the costliest buy at the player’s auction of the 
second edition of the Premier Badminton League (PBL).

Two-time World Champion Marin was bagged by 
Hyderabad Hunters for Rs 61.5 lakhs, while male shuttler 
Kidambi Srikanth, who had reached the quarterfinals at Rio 
Olympics, fetched the highest amount by an Indian, when 
he was purchased for Rs 51 lakhs by the Awadhe Warriors 
after a bidding battle with the Blasters.

Sindhu was unlucky to fetch an amount of just Rs 39 
lakhs despite being the best Indian iconic player after her 
performance at the Rio Olympics.

Saina, who alongwith Lee Chong Wei, was the costliest 
buys at USD 100,000 during the first edition, went unsold in 
the first round of bidding and was retained by her previous 
franchise Awadhe Warriors for the base price of Rs 33 lakhs.

Czech Republic beat France 3-2 to retain Fed 
Cup title, 14 Nov. 2016

Karolina Pliskova and Barbora Strycova clinched the 
Czech Republic’s fifth Fed Cup title in six years 
after beating France in the deciding doubles rubber 

in Strasbourg. 

With the tie level at 2-2, US Open finalist Pliskova teamed 
up with Strycova to defeat French Open doubles champions 
Caroline Garcia and Kristina Mladenovic 7-5, 7-5 to 
prolong the Czechs’ reign.
It was their third triumph in succession and 10th overall, 
with only the United States boasting more titles with 17.
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India to host T20 Cricket World Cup for the 
Blind, 17 Nov. 2016

India are to host the T20 Cricket World Cup for the Blind 
at nine different centres from January 31 to February 12 
and Pakistan is among the competing teams. 

The opening game between hosts India and the West Indies 
is to be held at Delhi, while the final is to be conducted 
in Bengaluru, as per the schedule released at a media 
conference here by chief guest and former India captain, 
Dilip Vengarsar.

The tournament, to be organised by the Cricket Association 
for the Blind in India, is budgeted to cost Rs 24.5 crore . 

Vengsarkar, on his part, invited the organisers to conduct all 
the matches in Mumbai to be hosted by the Mumbai Cricket 
Association (MCA), of which he is the vice president. 

The other teams in the fray are England, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal. 

Matches would be held in Delhi, Mumbai, Faridabad, 
Gujarat, Kochi, Bhubaneswar, Andhra Pradesh and 
Bengaluru.

Kapil Dev unveils new social gaming firm in 
UK, 17 Nov. 2016

Legendary cricket captain Kapil Dev has unveiled 
his new social gaming venture, Tap Fox, at Lord’s 
cricket ground in London. 

The popular fast-bowler introduced ‘Tap Fox’ at the Indo-
European Business Forum’s (IBEF) annual gala as a “small 
organisation” in the field of online gaming.
Tap Fox is a social gaming concept that will allow people to 
play games without the need to download them . 

The firm, in which Dev is one of the investors, will be run 
by Ranu Gupta as co-founder and CEO. 

The cricketer also invited leading NRI industrialists and 
investors gathered at the event to invest in India. 

IBEF was set up 10 years ago by UK-based solicitor 
Vijay Goel and Indian industrialist Sunil Kumar Gupta as 
a platform to share knowledge and experience relating to 
doing business in India and the European Union (EU).

Andy Murray beats Novak Djokovic to win 
the ATP World Tour Finals, 21 Nov. 2016

Britain’s Andy Murray beat five-time champion 
Novak Djokovic to win his first ATP World Tour 
Finals title and end 2016 as the world number one.

With the year-end top ranking on the line, Murray won the 
much-anticipated final 6-3 6-4 at London’s O2 Arena.
Murray, 29, extended his career-best winning run to 24 
matches.

The victory also ends Djokovic’s four-year run of success at 
the tournament and the Serb’s bid to equal Roger Federer’s 
record of six titles.

Olympic Champion Eliud Kipchoge Wins 
Delhi Half Marathon, 22 Nov. 2016

As expected, Eliud Kipchoge, Kenya’s reigning 
Olympic marathon champion bagged the winner’s 
title in Delhi Half Marathon. While he was declared 

winner in men’s category, Ethiopia’s Worknesh Degefa 
claimed the women’s title. 
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Kipchoge, who won the gold medal at Rio Olympics 
in August 2016, is considered to be one of the greatest 
marathon runners of all times. 

Key Highlights of the race
 # The race was flagged off by Union Sports Minister, 

Vijay Goel and Adille Sumariwalla, President of 
Athletics Federation of India and Council member of 
IAAF. The race witnessed participation from nearly 
34000 people spread across different categories. 

 # Kipchoge completed the 21.097 km course in 59:44, 
unable to beat the course record of 59:06 set by 
Ethiopia’s Guye Adole in 2014.  

 # While Ethiopia’s Yigrem Demelash came in second 
with a very close timing of 59:48, Augustine Choge 
from Kenya finished third with 60:01.

 # In the women’s category, while winner Degefa finished 
first with a timing of 1:07:42, fellow Ethiopian Ababel 
Yeshaneh came in second with a timing of 1:07:52 and 
Kenya’s Helah Kiprop came third with 1:08:11.

 # Kenya’s reigning half marathon world champion Peres 
Jepchirchir also participated in the race. She came in 
fifth with a timing of 1:08:28.

 # The women’s record of 1:06:54 set by Mary Keitany of 
Kenya in 2009 also remained unbeaten this time. 

 # Both the men’s and women’s winners were awarded 
27000 US Dollars. 

 # Among Indian men, G Lakshmanan came first with 
a timing of 1:04:34 and among the women, Monika 
Athare finished first with a timing of 1:15:34. Mohd 
Yunus (1:04:38) and Man Singh (1:04:40) came second 
and third among Indian men while among women, 
Sanjeevani Jadhav (1:15:35) came second and pre-race 
favourite Swati Gadhave (1:17:43) finished third.

About Eliud Kipchoge
 # This was Kipchoge’s first competitive race after his 

win in the Olympics.

 # It is his second time in India. He was previously here to 
participate in the 2010 Delhi Commonwealth Games, 
where he won silver in a 5000m race. 

 # His personal best time in full marathon stands at 
2:03:05, only third fastest behind Dennis Kimetto 
(2.02.57) and Kenenisa Bekele (2.03.03).

Delbonis seals Argentina’s maiden Davis Cup 
title, 28 Nov. 2016

Federico Delbonis swept aside Croatia’s Ivo Karlovic 
6-3, 6-4, 6-2 in the deciding rubber as Argentina 
clinched a first Davis Cup title with a stunning 

fightback in Zagreb. 

 # Juan Martin del Potro, cheered on by Argentine 
football legend Diego Maradona, staged an incredible 
comeback from two sets down to beat Marin Cilic in 
the opening reverse singles to level the tie at 2-2.

 # Left-hander Delbonis then tamed the big-serving 
Karlovic as Argentina, runners-up on four previous 
occasions, became just the 15th country to lift the 
trophy in 116 years.

Aditi Ashok wins inaugural Qatar Ladies 
Open, 28 Nov. 2016

Indian golfer Aditi Ashok won the inaugural Qatar 
Ladies Open in Doha. With this, she recorded her 
second straight victory on the Ladies European Tour.

 # Ashok shot a final round of three-under 69 to card a 
total of 15-under. She finished three strokes ahead of 
Lydia Hall and Caroline Hedwall.

 # Nanna Koerstz Madsen ended in fourth place on 
11-under-par. Annabel Dimmock ended in fifth and 
Nicole Garcia in sixth. Georgia Hall and Becky Morgan 
were joint seventh.

About Aditi Ashok
 # Aditi Ashok is an Indian professional golfer.

 # On 13 November 2016, she became the first Indian 
woman to win a Ladies European Tour title by clinching 
the Hero Women’s Indian Open.
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 # She made history by being the youngest and first Indian 
to win the Lalla Aicha Tour School and therefore 
secured her Ladies European Tour card for the 2016 
season. This victory also made her the youngest winner 
of a Q School for an international tour.

 # She is the first and the only Indian golfer who played the 
Asian Youth Games in 2013, Youth Olympic Games in 
2014, Asian Games in 2014 and Rio Olympics in 2016.

Sachin Singh wins gold at the AIBA Youth 
World Championships, 28 Nov. 2016

Sachin Singh became the third Indian boxer to bag 
gold medal at the AIBA Youth World Championships. 
In the summit clash at St Petersburg, Russia, Sachin 

recorded a stunning unanimous victory over Cuban national 
champion Jorge Grinan in the 49kg weight class.

 # Sachin defeated his rival 5-0 to record a rare Indian 
triumph over a Cuban boxer. 16-year-old Sachin has 
joined Thokchom Nanao Singh (2008) and Vikas 
Krishan (2010) in the Indian youth world championships 
gold club.

 # With this, India finished the tournament with one gold 
and a bronze. Naman had settled for a bronze Tanwar in 
the 91 kg after losing in the semifinal. In 2014 edition, 
India was able to secure just a bronze medal.

 # After this win, the newly-formed Boxing Federation 
of India (BFI) announced a cash prize for the two 
medalists. It announced Rs. one lakh for Sachin and 
Rs 25000 for Naman. Besides, the BFI also promise to 
suitably reward the coaches who travelled with them.

Sahara Force India seals historic 4th place 
finish, 28 Nov. 2016

Sahara Force India clinched a historic fourth 
position overall, their best ever, in the Formula One 
Championships this season after Nico Hulkenberg 

and Sergio Perez finished seventh and eighth respectively at 
the season-closing Abu Dhabi Grand Prix.

 # The team got 10 points from race with Hulkenberg and 
Perez clocking 50.114s and 58.776s as best lap times to 
grab six and four points respectively.

 # With 173 points to its kitty, Sahara Force India secured 
the fourth position at the Constructors’ Championships, 
35 more than closest rival Williams, who secured just 
two points from the last race of the season with Felipe 
Massa finishing at the ninth place.

 # Sahara Force India, who had finished fifth with 136 
points last season, thus got the better of McLaren and 
Williams, who have won the World Championship title 
as many as eight and nine times respectively in the past.

 # In Drivers’ Championships, Perez finished seventh 
overall with 101 points while team-mate Hulkenberg 
ended at ninth with 72 points.

 # Sahara Force India had virtually sealed their fourth 
position after securing 18 points from the rain-hit 
Brazilian Grand Prix early in the month.

Advani claimed bronze medal at IBSF World 
Snooker Championship, 28 Nov. 2016

Fifteen-time world champion Pankaj Advani suffered 
a 2-7 loss in the semifinals against Andrew Pagett of 
Wales to settle for a bronze medal at the IBSF World 

Snooker Championship.

 # After a hard-fought four-hour quarterfinal that went 
down to the wire, defending champion Advani had 
to return to the table for the crucial semifinal without 
much of a break.

 # Andrew Pagett (Wales) beat Pankaj Advani (India) 7-2: 
14-74, 8-71, 0-87, 78-64, 0-81, 70-37, 7-80, 37-68, 19-
74.
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. Mumbai hosts astrobiology conference 
on life in space.

2. NASA satellites break Guinness World 
Record.

3. First light-seeking synthetic nanorobot 
developed.

SCIENCE

China successfully launches its longest 
manned space mission, 17 Oct. 2016

China successfully launched a spacecraft carrying 
two astronauts, in its longest-ever manned space 
mission, who would later join its experimental 

space lab orbiting the Earth as the country moved a step 
closer to establish its permanent space station by 2022.

Chinese astronauts Jing Haipeng, 50, and Chen Dong, 37, 
were blasted off into space by Shenzhou-11 (heavenly 
vessel) spacecraft at 7:30 am local time (5 am IST) from 
the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre near the Gobi Desert 
in northwest China.

The Shenzhou-11 was put into orbit by a Long March-2F 
carrier rocket after the launch, telecast live by the state-run 
China Central Television (CCTV).

According to the Wu Ping, Deputy Director of China’s 
manned space engineering office the spacecraft will dock 
with orbiting space lab Tiangong-2 in two days and the 
astronauts will stay in the lab for 30 days .

Mumbai hosts astrobiology conference on life 
in space, 26 Oct. 2016

India’s first Astrobiology Conference Life in Space- 
was organised in the city by Mumbai-based Indian 
Astrobiology Research Centre and IARC Centre 

for United Nations in collaboration with Nehru Science 
Centre. Astrobiology is the study of the origin, evolution 
and distribution of life in the universe. It also refers to the 
search for any kind of life elsewhere, as well as the search 

for extraterrestrial intelligence. The maiden astrobiology 
conference received an overwhelming response, Pushkar 
Ganesh Vaidya, Scientist, Head, IARC, said.

The conference, began with a talk by renowned cosmologist 
Prof Jayant Narlikar. He spoke about the ongoing search 
for micro-life in the universe and the future tests planned to 
conduct the isotopic analysis of the organic material retrieved 
from over 40 km above the earth s surface.

Prof. Chandra Wickrmasinghe from Cambridge, UK 
delivered the first Arthur C Clarke memorial lecture, based 
on his four decade long quest for extraterrestrial life, in 
particular his lifelong effort to test panspermia.

The theory of panspermia suggests that life did not originate 
on Earth but was delivered to Earth from some other part of 
the universe.

China’s space lab launches micro-satellite, 
Banxing-2, 26 Oct. 2016

Tiangong-2, the experimental space lab of China, 
successfully launched a micro-satellite, Banxing-2 
(the word means Companion Satellite). The micro-

satellite is roughly the size of a desktop printer.

At present, Tiangong-2 is orbiting the Earth with two 
astronauts on board.
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About Banxing-2
 # Weighing 47 kilograms, the micro satellite has a series 

of visible light cameras, including a 25 megapixel 
camera and wide-angle imagers.

 # Its mission is to take photographs of Tiangong-2 and 
the Shenzhou 11 spacecraft, which docked with the lab 
on 19 October 2016.

 # The satellite, which the media has nicknamed “Selfie 
Stick”, also has an infrared camera that is temperature 
- sensitive.

 # With three solar panels, the satellite can also generate 
enough power to adjust its orbit to shoot pictures of the 
lab and spacecraft.

 # The Shenzhou-11 spacecraft carried two astronauts 
into space on the 17 October 2016. It docked with 
Tiangong-2 two days later.

 # In 2008, its predecessor, Banxing-1, did the same work 
for Shenzhou 7.

NASA’s most powerful space telescope ever is 
ready for preflight testing, 03 Nov. 2016

The telescope portion of NASA’s James Webb 
Telescope is finally complete — marking a major 
benchmark for the spacecraft that has been in 

development for the past 20 years. NASA Administrator 
Charles Bolden and other members of the James Webb 
mission team discussed the milestone with a group of 
reporters at Goddard Space Flight Center, where the 
telescope has been undergoing its assembly. Now that the 
telescope’s optics are complete, it will undergo a series of 
rigorous pre flight testing before its scheduled launch in 
2018.

When it launches, James Webb will be the largest and most 
powerful space telescope in operation, capable of seeing 
deep into space and observing galaxies that formed right 
after the Big Bang. To do this, the telescope will observe 
the Universe in the infrared — a wavelength of light that 
is associated with the emission of heat. This light will be 
gathered by an array of 18 hexagonal mirrors, made out of 
lightweight berylium and coated with a layer of gold that’s 
1,000 times thinner than the width of a human hair. The 
mirrors are intended to launch folded up but will unfurl over 
the course of two and a half weeks after the telescope gets 
into space.

China successfully launches heavy-lift carrier 
rocket, 04 Nov. 2016

China successfully launched its newly-developed 
heavy-lift carrier rocket Long March-5 from Hainan 
Province.

The rocket blasted off from the coastal Wenchang Space 
Launch Center in Hainan Province at around 8:43 PM local 
time.

An official of the mission declared the launch a success 
about 40 minutes later.

NASA satellites break Guinness World Re-
cord, 07 Nov. 2016

NASA’s Magnetospheric Multiscale mission (MMS) 
has set the Guinness World Record for highest 
altitude fix of a GPS signal, at 70,000 kilometres 

above the surface of the Earth.
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Operating in a highly elliptical orbit around Earth, the four 
MMS spacecraft incorporate Global Positioning System 
(GPS) measurements into their precise tracking systems, 
which require extremely sensitive position and orbit 
calculations to guide tight flying formations.
Earlier this year, MMS achieved the closest flying separation 
of a multi-spacecraft formation with only 7.2 km between 
the four satellites.When the satellites are closest to Earth, 
they move at up to 35,405 km per hour, making them the 
fastest known operational use of a GPS receiver.

When MMS is not breaking records, it conducts ground-
breaking science.Still in the first year of its prime mission, 
MMS is giving scientists new insight into Earth’s 
magnetosphere.

The mission uses four individual satellites that fly in a 
pyramid formation to map magnetic reconnection - a process 
that occurs as the sun and Earth’s magnetic fields interact. 
Precise GPS tracking allows the satellites to maintain a tight 
formation and obtain high resolution three-dimensional 
observations. Understanding the causes of magnetic 
reconnection is important for understanding phenomena 
around the universe from auroras on Earth, to flares on the 
surface of the sun, and even to areas surrounding black 
holes.

Next year, MMS will enter Phase 2 of the mission and the 
satellites will be sent in to an even larger orbit where they 
will explore a different part of Earth’s magnetosphere.
During that time, the satellites are anticipated to break their 
current high altitude GPS record by a factor of two or more.

First light-seeking synthetic nanorobot devel-
oped, 10 Nov. 2016 

Scientists have developed the world’s first light-
seeking synthetic nano robot which may help 
surgeons remove tumours and enable more precise 

engineering of targeted medications. 

It has been a dream in science fiction for decades that 
tiny robots can fundamentally change our daily life. The 
famous science fiction movie “Fantastic Voyage” is a very 
good example, with a group of scientists driving their 
miniaturised Nano-submarine inside human body to repair 
a damaged brain. However, in the real world, it is quite 
challenging to make and design a sophisticated nanorobot 
with advanced functions. 

Now, a team of researchers led by Dr. Jinyao Tang from the 
University of Hong Kong, has developed the world’s first 
light-seeking synthetic nanorobot. 

With size comparable to a blood cell, those tiny robots have 
the potential to be injected into patients’ bodies, helping 
surgeons to remove tumours and enabling more precise 
engineering of targeted medications. 

Given each nanorobot is only a few micrometre in size 
which is 50 times smaller than the diameter of a human hair, 
it is very difficult to squeeze normal electronic sensors and 
circuits into nanorobots with reasonable price. 

Currently, the only method to remotely control nanorobots 
is to incorporate tiny magnetic inside them and guide the 
motion via external magnetic field. 

China launches pulsar navigation satellite,  
10 Nov. 2016 

China launched a navigation satellite which will 
conduct in-orbit experiments using pulsar detectors 
to demonstrate new technologies. 

The X-ray pulsar navigation satellite, weighing more than 
200 kilogrammes, was launched from the Jiuquan Satellite 
Launch Center in the country’s northwest.
It was carried by a Long March-11 rocket, the 239th flight 
mission by a Long March carrier rocket series. 

While in orbit, the satellite will undergo tests on its detector 
functions and space environment adaptability. 
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The satellite and the rocket were designed by academies 
affiliated with the China Aerospace Science and Technology 
Corporation, state-run Xinhua news agency reported. 

The X-ray pulsar navigation will help reduce the 
spacecraft’s reliance on ground-based navigation methods 
and is expected to lead to autonomous spacecraft navigation 
in the future.

NASA Space Telescopes Locate Elusive Brown 
Dwarf, 11 Nov. 2016

In a first-of-its-kind collaboration, NASA’s Spitzer and 
Swift space telescopes have joined forces to unveil an 
elusive brown dwarf - thought to be the missing link 

between planets and stars, with masses up to 80 times that 
of Jupiter.

Researchers observed a microlensing event, when a distant 
star brightens due to the gravitational field of at least one 
foreground cosmic object.

This technique is useful for finding low-mass bodies 
orbiting stars, such as planets. In this case, the observations 
revealed a brown dwarf.

Brown dwarfs are thought to be the missing link between 
planets and stars, with masses up to 80 times that of Jupiter. 
But their centres are not hot or dense enough to generate 
energy through nuclear fusion the way stars do.

Scientists have found that, for stars roughly the mass of our 
sun, less than 1 per cent have a brown dwarf orbiting within 
3 AU (1 AU is the distance between Earth and the sun). 
This phenomenon is called the “brown dwarf desert.” The 
newly discovered brown dwarf, which orbits a host star, 
may inhabit this desert.

Spitzer and Swift observed the microlensing event after 
being tipped off by ground-based microlensing surveys, 
including the Optical Gravitational Lensing Experiment 
(OGLE). The discovery of this brown dwarf, with the 

unwieldy name OGLE-2015-BLG-1319, marks the first 
time two space telescopes have collaborated to observe a 
microlensing event.

DRDO ropes in IIT Bombay and Madras for 
propulsion research, 11 Nov. 2016

Minister of State for Defence Subhash Bhamre 
laid the foundation stone of Centre of Propulsion 
Technology here, set up by Defence Research 

and Development Organisation (DRDO) alongwith with 
IIT-Bombay and IIT-Madras to support country’s plans for 
developing aero- engines and hypersonic propulsion for 
long duration flight.
The centre, established at the Indian Institute of Technology-
Bombay in Powai here, will be operational in the next two 
years and the research there will be jointly conducted by 
IIT-Bombay and IIT-Madras.

This is the third such centre being set up where a premier 
academic institute has been roped in for defence related 
research and development of technology.

Earlier, similar centres have been set up in Kolkata and 
Delhi.

Bhamre said the centre is going to be a game-changing 
institution in the field of defence research. 

Chandrayaan-2 mission: ISRO conducts tests 
for Moon landing, 11 Nov. 2016

According to the ISRO official release has started 
conducting tests for its ambitious Chandrayaan-2 
mission at its facility in Challakere in Karnataka, 

where simulated lunar craters have been created for landing 
mission. 
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According to Kumar, several craters, resembling the 
terrain of the Moon, have been created on the ground at 
the facility to test instruments and sensors on the lander of 
Chandeayaan-2.

As per ISRO website, Chandrayaan-2, India’s second 
mission to the Moon, is an advanced version of the previous 
Chandrayaan-1 mission. It consists of an orbiter, lander and 
rover configuration. The orbiter with scientific payloads 
will orbit around the Moon.

The lander will soft-land on the Moon at a specified site and 
deploy the rover. The scientific payloads onboard the orbiter, 
lander and rover are expected to perform mineralogical and 
elemental studies of the lunar surface.

In the recent past, Kumar had indicated that Chandrayaan-2 
would be launched tentatively between 2017 and 2018.

There will be instruments on the lander. To make sure that 
these instruments work when it lands on the Moon, we are 
doing some simulations and that is one of the activities 
going on at Challakere.

Tests are also going on to check the engines which provide 
required thrust to the lander in order to bring down its 
velocity to compensate the lunar gravity during the landing.

China develops steady-state magnetic field,  
15 Nov. 2016 

Chinese scientists claim to have successfully created 
a world-class steady-state magnetic field whose 
intensity reaches 40 tesla, second only to that of the 

US’ magnetic device which can generate a 45 tesla field. 

After eight years of research, the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences’ Hefei institute of physical science has built the 
hybrid magnet composed of 30-tesla magnet nested in a 
10-tesla superconducting magnet.

Developed by the institute’s magnet science and technology 
centre in Hefei, capital of east China’s Anhui Province, the 
device generated a 400,000 gauss or 40-tesla steady-state 
magnetic field. 
It is a significant milestone for China’s high field magnet 
technology. 

Currently, a US steady-state magnetic device can generate a 
45 tesla field, the world’s strongest. 
The International System of Units (SI) uses the tesla as the 
unit of magnetic flux density.

China launches Tianlian I-04 satellite,   
25 Nov. 2016  

China successfully launched the Tianlian I-04 
satellite from the Xichang Satellite Launch Centre 
in Sichuan province of Southwest China.

This data satellite was launched on a Long March-3C 
carrier rocket. The launch of the Tianlian I-04 marks the 
241st mission of China’s Long March series of rockets.
Highlights of the Tianlian I-04 satellite

 # It was developed by the China Academy of Space 
Technology under the China Aerospace Science and 
Technology Corporation.

 # It will join its three predecessors to achieve global 
network operation.

 # It is based on the DFH-3 (Dongfanghong-3) platform, 
a medium-capacity telecommunications satellite 
platform designed and developed by CAST.

 # The network will provide data relay, measurement and 
control services for China’s manned spacecraft, space 
labs and space stations.

 # It will also offer data relay services for the country’s 
medium- and low-Earth orbiting resources satellites.

 # It will provide measurement and control support for 
spacecraft launches.
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India, China hold first joint army exercise in 
Jammu and Kashmir, 20 Oct. 2016 

As part of the ongoing initiative to enhance interaction 
and cooperation between India and China, under 
the provisions of Border Defense Cooperation 

Agreement, 2013, the Indian and Chinese armies held the 
second joint exercise “Sino-India Cooperation 2016 A”. 
This was a sequel to the first exercise held on February 6, 
2016.

During the day long exercise on Humanitarian Aid and 
Disaster Relief (HADR) a simulated situation of earthquake 
striking an Indian Border village was painted, thereafter 
joint teams carried out rescue operations, evacuation and 
rendering medical assistance.

The Indian Team for the exercise was led by Brigadier RS 
Raman and that of the Chinese was led by Sr Col Fan Jun. 
The exercise was a great success and has not only refined 
the drills to provide succor to the border population in case 
of natural calamity but has also increased the level of trust 
and cooperation between the two border guarding forces 
along the LAC in Eastern Ladakh.

The joint exercise, compliments the hand in hand series of 
the India-China joint exercises and the effort of both the 
nations to enhance cooperation and maintain peace and 
tranquility along the border areas of India and China.

Anil Kumble, Virender Sehwag launch book 
on Virat Kohli in the capital, 20 Oct. 2016 

Kerala Island finds mention in NatGeo’s best 
destinations list, 18 Oct. 2016 

The tiny island of Kakkathuruthu in Kerala’s 
backwaters has made it to a selected list of stunning 
destinations across the world compiled by the 

National Geographic magazine. 

Nestled along the Kerala Coast, the emerald-fringed 
“Island of Crows” has been listed in National Geographic’s 
‘Around the World in 24 Hours’, a photographic tour of 
travel-worthy spots across the world.

Kerala is known for its rustic beauty and an incredibly 
picturesque landscape, verdant hills and quiet backwaters, 
which attract tourists from across the world. 

Beginning with hunting the aurora borealis in the northern 
lights zone in Norway at 12 am, the list includes photos 
of Hawaii at 5 am, Paris at 6 am, San Francisco at 7 am, 
Abu Dhabi at 8 am, Melbourne at 9 am, New York at 8 
pm, Budapest (Hungary) at 10 pm and Kerala at 6 pm, 
among others, offering a peek into how different places in 
the world look like. 

Situated not far from the ancient port city of Kochi, the 
island of Kakkathuruthu is connected to mainland only by 
traditional boats. 

Burning Topics of the Month

1. New York City Mayor declares October 
19 as ‘Waris Ahluwalia Day.

2. Mumbai among 15 global cities in terms 
of total wealth held.

3. India Ranked 130th in ease of doing 
business index.

MISCELLANEOUS
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A book penning the life of India’s limited-overs skipper 
Virat Kohli has been launched in the presence of 
several high-profile cricketing personalities. 

The book, named “Driven: The Virat Kohli Story” has been 
written by senior journalist Vijay Lokapally and published 
by Bloomsbury India. It was unveiled in an event.

Kohli and his coach Raj Kumar Sharma were present on the 
occasion. 

New York City Mayor declares October 19 as 
‘Waris Ahluwalia Day’, 21 Oct. 2016 

In a rare honour, New York City declared October 19, 
2016 as Waris Ahluwalia day in recognition of the 
Sikh-American actor and designer for his “powerful” 

message of countering ignorance and advocating for 
religious understanding and tolerance.

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio honored Ahluwalia at 
a special reception at his official residence Gracie Mansion 
in New York to celebrate the festival of Diwali.

de Blasio presented Ahluwalia a proclamation that declared 
October 19, 2016 in the city of New York as ‘Waris 
Ahluwalia Day’.

UK Mayor Sadiq Khan most influential Asian 
in Britain, 21 Oct. 2016 

London Mayor Sadiq Khan, son of a bus driver from 
Pakistan, is the most influential Asian in the UK, 
according to a list featuring Britain’s 101 prominent 

Asians, including Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala 
Yousafzai, the Hinduja brothers, Laxmi Mittal and musician 
Zayn Malik.

According to GG2 Power List brought out by the leading bi-
lingual weekly Garavi Gujarat, 46-year-old Khan “smashed 
one of the biggest glass ceilings in the country” by becoming 
the first Muslim mayor of a major western capital.
Launched by Indian Acting High Commissioner to the 
UK Dinesh Patnaik at the GG2 Leadership Awards at Park 
Plaza hotel , the list ranks Sajid Javid - business, innovation 
and skills minister in the former Prime Minister David 
Cameron’s government, at second place followed by new 
international development minister and Indian-origin Priti 
Patel.

Nobel laureate Sir Venkatraman Ramakrishnan is the fourth 
most powerful Asian in the country while Hinduja family 
led by S P Hinduja is ranked sixth on the list.

The list compiled by the Asian Media and Marketing Group 
(AMG) also includes NRI steel tycoon Lakshmi Mittal at 
seventh position while Pakistani-origin activist and Nobel 
Prize winner Malala Yousafzai features tenth on the list.

Sir Rabinder Singh, one of Britain’s most celebrated high 
court judges, presiding in the south eastern circuit since 
2013 is rated 12th on the list.

Mumbai among 15 global cities in terms of 
total wealth held’, 22 Oct. 2016 

India’s financial hub Mumbai has been named among 
top 15 cities globally in terms of total wealth held, while 
London topped the list . 

According to New World Wealth, the wealthiest cities in 
the world are London with USD 2.7 trillion of total wealth, 
followed by New York City (USD 2.6 trillion) and Tokyo 
(USD 2.2 trillion) in the second and third place respectively.

Mumbai featured on the 14th place in the list with a total 
wealth held in the city worth USD 820 billion. 

Home to 45,000 millionaires and 28 billionaires, Mumbai is 
the economic hub of India. It is also home to the Bombay 
Stock Exchange (BSE). 

The report further noted that among the 15 cities, Beijing, 
Shanghai, Mumbai and Sydney were the fastest growing in 
terms of wealth over the past decade (2006-2016). 

Going forward, Mumbai is expected to be the fastest 
growing city (in terms of wealth growth over the next 10 
years). 

Others in the list include San Francisco Bay area at the 
fourth place with a total wealth of USD 1.9 trillion; Beijing 
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(5th, USD 1.8 trillion); Shanghai (6th, USD 1.6 trillion); 
Los Angeles (7th, USD 1.2 trillion); Hong Kong (8th, USD 
1.1 trillion); Singapore (9th, USD 870 billion) and Chicago 
(10th, USD 860 billion). 

Sydney at 11th place has a total wealth of USD 850 billion; 
Toronto (12th, USD 850 billion); Frankfurt (13th, USD 830 
billion) and Paris (15th, USD 800 billion). 

Meanwhile, total wealth held worldwide amounts to USD 
185 trillion (as of June 2016). Globally, there are 13,300,000 
millionaires and 1,940 billionaires in total. 

‘Total wealth’ refers to the private wealth held by all 
individuals in a country. 

It includes all their assets (property, cash, equities, business 
interests) less any liabilities. Government funds are from 
the figures.

Maharashtra Guv inaugurates ‘World Peace 
Conference’, 25 Oct. 2016 

Maharashtra Governor Ch Vidyasagar Rao 
inaugurated the 19th ‘World Peace Conference’. 
Main aim of the education institutes is to 

strengthen people to search truth and utilise education for 
development of the society.

The conference is organised jointly by city-based Gokhale 
Education Society (GES) and International Association of 
Educators for World Peace.

India Ranked 130th in ease of doing business 
index, 26 Oct. 2016 

According to the World Bank’s latest ‘Doing 
Business’ report, India has been ranked 130th in 
the list of 190 countries. New Zealand has topped 

this list.

However, the last year’s ranking has been now revised to 
131 from which the country has improved its place by one 
spot.

The government has been making efforts to further improve 
the ease of doing business and aims to bring the country in 
the top 50.

Expressing disappointment over no change in India’s 
ranking in the World Bank’s index on ease of doing 
business, Indian government regretted that the report did 
not take into consideration 12 key reforms undertaken by 
the government.

When it comes to ‘distance to frontier’ -- a measurement 
of the gap between an economy’s performance and the best 
practice score of 100 --  India’s score has improved to 55.27 
this year from 53.93 last year. India is the only country 
for which the report has a box dedicated to its ongoing 
economic reforms. 

The list of countries in the Doing Business 2017 is topped 
by New Zealand while Singapore is ranked second. It is 
followed by Denmark, Hong Kong, South Korea, Norway, 
the UK, the US, Sweden and former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia. Neighbouring Pakistan is ranked 144th in the 
list.   

On the basis of reforms undertaken, the top 10 improvers 
are Brunei Darussalam, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Belarus, 
Indonesia, Serbia, Georgia, Pakistan, United Arab Emirates 
and Bahrain. A record 137 economies around the world 
have adopted key reforms that make it easier to start and 
operate small and medium-sized businesses, the report said.    

India, Sri Lanka hold joint military exercise, 
26 Oct. 2016 

India and Sri Lanka started a joint military exercise 
‘Mitra Shakti 2016’ in Ambepussa, Sri Lanka. This 
exercise concluded on November 6.

This was the fourth edition of the exercise.

The main focus of this edition of the joint exercise was 
to enhance inter-operability while carrying out counter-
insurgency, counter-terrorism operations under the United 
Nations mandate. A comprehensive training programme 
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spanning fourteen days has been drawn up for the purpose.

The last exercise with the Sri Lankan Army was conducted 
in September 2015 at Pune in India.

Mitra Shakti series of bilateral exercises has been one of the 
major defence cooperation initiatives between India and Sri 
Lanka since 2013.

Mohini Sharma to represent India at Mrs 
World 2016 in Korea, 03 Nov. 2016  

Entrepreneur Mohini Sharma Mane is set to represent 
India at the 2016 Mrs World pageant, to be held in 
Korea. 

28-year-old Mohini was crowned Mrs India World this year 
in May.

Designer Masumi Mewawala has exclusively worked on her 
finale gown and the traditional attire, which will apparently 
represent “the soul of India”.

Global Rajasthan Agritech meet begins in 
Jaipur, 10 Nov. 2016  

Global Rajasthan Agritech Meet (GRAM), a three-
day international event, began in Jaipur on 9 
November 2016. The main focus of the meet is to 

double the income of farmers through suitable technologies 
and agricultural activities.

Australia, Netherland and Israel will be international 
partners of the meet. The representatives of these countries 
will share their new technology and agriculture activities 
with state’s farmers. Representatives of industry and foreign 
delegation are also participating in the meet.

About GRAM
 # More than 50 thousand farmers from around the state 

are participating in the meet.

 # Aside from familiarising the farmers with new 
technology, the meet will also educate them about the 
opportunities of investment in agriculture field in the 
state.

 # The meet would also host an exhibition presenting 
technology related to livestock and agriculture.

 # Through Zazam Chaupal, the event will enable farmers 
to learn about the new technology in their own language.

 # MoUs concerning setup of industries in the field of 
agriculture will be signed.

 # Farmers with extra-ordinary achievements will be 
awarded the GRAM award.

Competition Commission of India selected to 
host ICN 2018 Annual Conference,   
12 Nov. 2016 

The International Competition Network (ICN) 
announced that the Competition Commission of 
India (CCI) would host the 2018 ICN Annual 

Conference.

The Conference will be held at Delhi in March–April 2018.

By virtue of the event, CCI is also inducted as an ex-officio 
member of the steering group member of the ICN for a 
period of 3 years.



#Mahendra’s

NEWS BYTES 

87

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

MISCELLAnEOuS

JANUARY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

About Competition Commission of India
 # The Competition Commission of India was set-up on 

14 October 2003 to prevent practices having adverse 
effects on competition.

 # It also aims at promoting and protecting interest of 
consumers and to ensure freedom of trade carried on 
by other participants in markets in India.

 # It became fully functional in May 2009 with Dhanendra 
Kumar as its first Chairman.

 # It has been a member of the ICN since 2003.

 # About International Competition Network

 # The International Competition Network is an informal, 
virtual network that seeks to facilitate cooperation 
between competition law authorities globally.

 # It was established in 2001 after the publication of a 
Final Report of the International Competition Policy 
Advisory Committee to the US Attorney General and 
Assistant Attorney General for Antitrust.

 # It comprises 132 members from 120 competition 
jurisdictions exclusively devoted to international 
competition enforcement.

 # It holds an Annual Conference which is hosted by a 
member competition agency.

 # The last such Conference was hosted by Competition 
Commission of Singapore in April 2016. The 
Portuguese Competition Authority is hosting the next 
conference in May 2017.

President inaugurates India International 
Trade Fair, 03 Nov. 2016  

President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the India 
International Trade Fair which will see participation 
of over 150 companies from 27 countries. 

This year’s edition of the mega trade fair with ‘Digital India’ 
theme is being held from November 14-27.

Addressing the inauguration ceremony, he observed that 
“digital technologies, e-commerce, e-enabled and mobile 
services are major components of e-governance and will 
over the time contribute significantly to GDP growth.” 
The President further said that government’s recent 
initiatives in e-governance have started showing results in 
terms of delivery of public services in more efficient and 
effective ways. 

As India strives to become a manufacturing hub in diverse 
sectors, the country needs to increase its energy resources 
without compromising on the environmental aspects, he 
noted. 

ATP and UNICEF Stand “Together For Chil-
dren”, 14 Nov. 2016  

Barclays ATP World Tour Finals helped launch a new 
partnership between the ATP and UNICEF.

Defending champion and UNICEF Goodwill 
Ambassador Novak Djokovic and debutant Dominic Thiem 
were enthralling the packed O2 arena in their opening Ivan 
Lendl Group encounter before the “awareness moment” at 
the end of the first set.
Each person in the stadium was handed a coloured plastic 
bag to spell out “Together for Children” in a stunning 
mosaic across the stands.

The partnership has produced the Super 8, in which the 
world’s best eight qualified tennis players come together at 
the season-ending finale on a mission to help UNICEF raise 
awareness and vital funds to protect children from danger.

Throughout the tournament short films about UNICEF’s 
work, narrated by players in the Super 8, will be broadcast 
in the stadium, giving spectators the opportunity to text to 
donate throughout the eight-day event.

To kick start the fundraising, the ATP has committed to 
donating the proceeds from the sale of all children’s tickets 
to the tournament to UNICEF.
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Indo-China joint military training exercise 
finished, 15 Nov. 2016  

Joint Military Training exercise ‘Hand in Hand 2016’ 
between India-China started. This exercise was held 
from 15 to 27 November. 

The exercise is in continuation of the series of joint exercises 
between India and China. 

This will be the sixth joint training exercise by the Indian 
Army with Peoples Liberation Army of China. It is held 
annually, alternately, in India and China. 

The first exercise was held in China at Kunming of Yunnan 
province in 2007 and the last exercise was held in October 
2015 in Kunming Military Academy, Yunnan Province in 
China.

WGF, Pratham partner to promote girls edu-
cation in India, 15 Nov. 2016

A US non-profit, WHEELS Global Foundation (WGF) 
started by alumni of Indian Institutes of Technology, 
has partnered with India’s largest educational 

NGO Pratham to promote girls education in underserved 
communities across five states in India.
WHEELS Global Foundation (WGF) is a nonprofit 
organisation focussed on applying technology to uplift rural 
communities and provide technological solutions to global 
challenges in six areas; water, health, education, energy, 
lifestyles, and sustainability.

Through the partnership, WGF will help enhance Pratham’s 
Second Chance programme, which assists female school 
dropouts over the age of 14 in completing their secondary 
school education and earning their 10th Standard diploma, 
through the provision of digital learning resources. 

Pratham currently operates 33 centers connected to 200 
learning sites in nine Indian states of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Rajasthan and Telangana, aimed at supporting 
female dropouts. The partnership will introduce digital 
learning solutions in five of these states, reaching 1,700 
students.

China wins supercomputer crown for eighth 
time, 16 Nov. 2016  

For the eight consecutive year, China has retained 
the top spot in the list of the world’s fastest 
supercomputers for its Sunway TaihuLight which can 

perform 93 million billion calculations per second. 

According to the latest addition of the Semiannual to five 
hunder list of super computers. TaihuLight, the massive 
supercomputer, built entirely using processors designed and 
made in China has been crowned as the world’s fastest. 
TaihuLight made its appearance in June, replacing the 
former champion, Tianhe-2, also a Chinese system but built 
based on Intel chips. TaihuLight is capable of performing 
93 million billion calculations per second (petaflop/s).
That is almost three times as fast as Tianhe-2, which had 
claimed No 1 spot in the Top500 list for the past three years.

That means a Chinese supercomputer has topped the 
rankings for eight times in a row, indicating the rise of 
China in the high performance computing (HPC) field. 
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In the previous list released in June, China overtook the US 
in the number of total supercomputers installed. That was 
the first time that the US has not dominated this category 
since the list was started 23 years ago.

This time, the number of systems installed in China 
increased to 171 from 168 on the last list.

According to top500 editors said in a statement released at 
an HPC conference in Salt Lake City the 48th edition of 
the Top500 list saw China and the US pacing each other for 
supercomputing supremacy .

In addition, China and the US are “neck-and-neck in 
the performance category” with the latter holding 33.9 
per cent of the overall installed performance while the 
former is second with 33.3 per cent of the overall installed 
performance.

India slips two spots in English proficiency 
rankings: Report, 16 Nov. 2016  

India has slipped two spots compared to last year in 
English proficiency rankings while China has improved 
its ranking, according to a new report.

India is placed at 22nd spot in the new report released by 
Swedish education company EF Education First. In 2015, 
India was placed at 20th spot by the same study.

Meanwhile, General English proficiency in China 
has improved year-on-year, but is still lingering at the 
intermediate to basic level.

China which in recent putting an emphasis on English 
education rose eight places to 39th among 72 countries and 
regions figuring well above Pakistan which was placed at 
48th spot.

In China residents of Shanghai and Hong Kong were found 
to be the most proficient in English. 

The report is based on the EF Standard English Test results 
of 950,000 adults from 72 countries and regions across the 
world.

The test, which consists of reading and listening, was 
developed by Education First.

Elsewhere in the world, the report found that adults from 
the Netherlands are the best English speakers among people 
from non-English speaking countries.

The Danes and Swedes ranked 2nd and 3rd, respectively.

Singapore ranked first in Asia for English proficiency 
followed by Malaysia, Philippines and India.

HDFC Bank’s Puri ranked 36th in Fortunes 
top bizmen list, 17 Nov. 2016  

66-year-old & one of the highest paid bankers in 
the country HDFC Bank’s Aditya Puri has been 
ranked 36th in the US magazine Fortunes top 50 

business persons list for 2016, and is the only Indian among 
three persons of Indian origin in the global rankings.

Puri, who has led the second largest private sector lender 
since its inception in 1994, has been ranked 36th in the list, 
which evaluates corporate leaders business performance.

While Facebook’s Mark Zuckerburg leads the list, 
Microsoft’s chief executive Satya Nadella has been ranked 
fifth. AO Simiths Ajita Rajendra is at 34 followed by 
Mastercard’s Ajay Banga at 40.
The magazine said under Puri, the bank delivered USD 
1.9 billion in profits last year and its American Depository 
Receipts had a 15-year run which took them up 2,200 per 
cent before some easing.
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India ranks 20th in Climate Change Perfor-
mance Index, 18 Nov. 2016  

India has been ranked 20th in the Climate Change 
Performance Index (CCPI) 2017, which underlined 
that countries like India are making “great efforts” in 

the fields of renewables and energy efficiency. With the 
historic Paris Agreement having recently entered into force, 
the latest CCPI confirms a boost for renewable energy and 
positive developments in energy efficiency.
The publication was issued by German watch and Climate 
Action Network Europe.

“Morocco (rank 8), this year’s host of COP22 continued its 
upward trend in the CCPI 2017. With massive investments 
in renewable energy and ambitious mid- and long-term 
targets, Morocco is a frontrunner in Africa. Positive trends 
are seen as well among emerging economies of the G20 like 
India (rank 20), Argentina (rank 36) and Brazil (40) which 
all improved their ranking in the CCPI 2017.

India comes in at 25 among 27 pension sys-
tems globally, 18 Nov. 2016  

According to Melbourne Mercer Global Pension 
Index (MMGPI) 2016, India has been ranked at a 
low 25 among 27 pension systems globally while 

Denmark maintained the top position for the fifth year. 
Netherlands and Australia have taken second and third 
slots, respectively. 

According to MMGPI 2016, India showed maximum 
improvement in global pension and its index value has 
improved to 43.4 in 2016 from 40.3 in 2015.

Ageing populations, declining birth rates and lack of 
robust retirement systems will see many countries struggle 
under the burden of providing adequate pensions to their 
senior citizens without drastic action, the survey stated. 
New initiatives by the Government of India in providing 
tax incentives under the National Pension System both 
during accumulation stage and withdrawal at retirement are 
increasing its popularity among employees in the corporate 
sector. Further, Atal Pension Yojana (APY), which was 
launched in 2015 has also contributed to increase in 
coverage for pension among workers in the unorganised 
sector. As per the report, possible measures to further 
enhance India’s system include increasing coverage of 
pension arrangements for the unorganised working class 
and introducing minimum access age so that it is clear that 
benefits are preserved for retirement purposes. It suggested 
other measures such as improving regulatory requirements 
for the private pension system, continuing to improve the 
required level of communication to members and increasing 
level of contributions in statutory pension schemes.

IIT-Kgp ranked top varsity in India in inter-
national survey, 24 Nov. 2016  

For the second time in a row, IIT Kharagpur has 
been ranked as the top institution in the country by 
QS Employability Ranking, with IIT Bombay also 

figuring in the list of top 100 universities in the world. 
The IIT Kharagpur has been ranked in the range of 71-80, 
the highest position among Indian institutions, out of 200 
universities from across the world.

IIT Bombay, ranked next to IIT Kharagpur, is the only other 
institution from India to have been ranked among the top 
100.

Other Indian institutions among the top 200 are IIT Madras, 
IIT Delhi and University of Delhi.

IIT-Kharagpur, which awards degrees to nearly 2500 
students annually, maintains a successful track record 
of placement for students from the graduating batches 
enrolling for campus placement.
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It has been ranked exceptionally well in the survey on 
parameters of graduate employability rate and employers 
presence in the campus.

The other parameters are employer reputation which is 
based on a survey conducted with employers opting for 
campus recruitment, alumni outcomes or performance of 
alumni and partnerships with employers .

The top three universities ranked globally in the survey are 
Stanford University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and Shinhwa University of China.

IIT Kharagpur has been ranked among the peers such as 
Georgetown University, Lancaster University, Pennsylvania 
State University, Queensland University of Technology, 
University of Illinois, Chicago and University of Liverpool.

13th World Robot Olympiad in India for the 
first time, 25 Nov. 2016  

The 13th World Robot Olympiad will be held in India 
for the first time, with over 2,000 students from 
54 countries participating to find innovative ways, 

using robotic technology, to reduce, manage and recycle 
waste that we daily generate.

The World Robotic Olympiad is an event for science, 
technology and education which brings together young 
people from across the world.

According to the National Council of Science Museums 
(NCSM) head this year’s theme ‘Rap the Scrap’ is in line 
with ‘Swachh Bharat Mission’ of the government with some 
great ideas in the preliminary rounds and hope to see even 
better solutions in the international finals.
The event will be organised jointly by NCSM under the 
aegis of Ministry of Culture and India STEM Foundation 
(ISF) from November 25-27 at the India Expo Mart, Greater 
Noida. The 12th World Robot Olympiad-2015 was held in 
Doha, Qatar, in November 2015, with the theme ‘Robot 
Explorers’. Indian students won three medals and one 
position (8th) at WRO-2015.

India-born CEOs on Fortune Businessperson 
of the Year list, 30 Nov. 2016

Four leading India-born CEOs including Microsoft’s 
Satya Nadella and Mastercard’s Ajay Banga who 
delivered big in taking their companies ahead have 

featured in Fortune’s Businessperson of the Year list topped 
by Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg. 

Nadella has been ranked fifth among 50 global corporate 
heads by Fortune Magazine in its annual ‘Businessperson 
of the Year’ compilation, followed by CEO of Milwaukee-
based maker of water heaters A O Smith Ajita Rajendra on 
the 34th spot, HDFC Bank’s Managing Director Aditya Puri 
on the 36th position and Banga on 40th. 

Zuckerberg took home the annual honour of Businessperson 
of the Year, with Fortune saying his success rests on three 
pillars.  

Fortune quoted former Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer as 
saying that Nadella is a “great leader” for the technology 
giant. 

The US publication said Rajendra, in his four years as CEO 
of the maker of water heaters, has kept the company boiling 
hot, doubling profits and nearly tripling the company’s 
stock price with strong growth in North America and China.

Under Puri, who has led HDFC for two decades, Fortune 
said there has been nothing boring about its growth, from 
a pipsqueak with USD 40 million in revenues to one of 
India’s largest banks with USD 5.6 billion.
A regular on lists of the most powerful and influential 
business persons, Banga has been described as one of the 
“apostles” of a post-cash world who has been “aggressive” 
in expanding Mastercard overseas.

The list of 50 business tycoons also includes Amazon 
CEO Jeff Bezos, 2, Alphabet CEO Larry Page, 4, Alibaba 
Executive Chairman Jack Ma, 10, Apple CEO Tim Cook, 
11, Uber CEO Travis Kalanick, 15 and Starbucks CEO 
Howard Schultz, 29.



#Mahendra’s

ARTICLE

92

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

JANUARY/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Tournament information

Dates : 7 October 2016–22 October 2016

Administrator : International Kabaddi 
Federation : Government of Gujarat

Format : Standard style

Tournament format : Round-robin and Knockout

Host : India

Venue : The Arena, Ahmedabad

Participants : 12

Website : http://www.2016kabaddiworldcup.com/

Final positions

Champions : India (3rd title)

1st runners-up : Iran

2nd runners-up : South Korea

                                     Thailand

Tournament statistics

Matches played : 33

Best Raider : Ajay Thakur (IND)

Best Defender : Surjeet Singh (IND)

The 2016 Kabaddi World Cup, the third standard-
style Kabaddi World Cup, was an international kabaddi 
tournament governed by the International Kabaddi 
Federation, contested from 7 to 22 October 2016 in 
Ahmedabad, India. Twelve countries had competed in 
the tournament.The tournament was won by India, who 
defeated Iran 38-29 in the championship game to win their 
third Kabaddi World Cup.

Participating countries

TEAM : CAPTAIN

Australia : Campbell Brown

Bangladesh : Aruduzzaman Munshi

England : Someshwar Kaila

India : Anup Kumar

Iran : Meraj Sheykh

Japan : Masayuki Shimokawa

Kenya        : David Mosambayi

Poland : Michał Śpiczko

South Korea : Dong Ju Hong

Thailand : Khomsan Thongkam

Argentina : Cesaro Roman

United States : Troy Bacon

Twelve teams competed in the tournament. Pakistan was 
originally scheduled to participate in the tournament, but 
was removed due to increased tensions between India and 
Pakistan. The International Kabaddi Federation argued 
that it was “not the right time to engage with Pakistan”. 
The Pakistani team criticized the move, arguing that it was 
comparable to holding a FIFA World Cup without Brazil.

Venue

The tournament was hosted at The Arena (currently known 
as The Arena by Trans Stadia, pending the sale of official 
naming rights), a newly constructed convertible stadium 
in Ahmedabad. In its standard configuration, it operates 
as an outdoor football pitch capable of seating 20,000. 
The venue utilizes technology licensed from the British 
firm Stadi Arena, which allows a portion of the field to 
be partitioned into a 4,000-seat indoor arena, which is 
used for the tournament. The venue is a public-private 
partnership with India’s Department of Tourism .

Marketing

Emblem

The official emblem of the tournament was unveiled on 14 
September 2016 by Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports 
Vijay Goel. It incorporates a stylized lion, representing 
the Asiatic lions of Girnar. The use of a lion symbolizes 
the “ferocity of a Kabaddi defender and the agility of a 
raider”, while its striped mane represents the worldwide 
participation in the tournament.

Broadcasting

Television

The 2016 edition of the Kabaddi World Cup featured a 
live, virtual reality (VR) stream of every match thanks to 
a partnership between hotstar and VOKE.

COUNTRIES : BROADCASTER

 Australia : Fox Sports

 Canada         : Commonwealth Broadcasting Network

 India : Star Sports

Union of South American Nations Latin America : ESPN

 Saudi Arabia :  OSN Sports

 United Kingdom : Sky Sports

 United States : Fox Sports

Online : hotstar.com

2016 KABADDI 
WORLD CUP 
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Demonetization ?
“Demonetization is the act of stripping a currency unit 
of its status as legal tender. Demonetization is necessary 
whenever there is a change of national currency. The old 
unit of currency must be retired and replaced with a new 
currency unit.”

Black Market ?
“A black market, underground economy, or shadow 
economy is a clandestine market or transaction which 
has some aspect of illegality or is characterized by some 
form of noncompliant behavior with an institutional set 
of rules”. # Examples include the drug trade, prostitution, 
illegal currency transactions and human trafficking. 
It has been suggested that Narendra Modi’s demonetisation 
policy be merged into this article. (Discuss) Proposed 
since November 2016.

People queue outside a private bank to deposit and 
exchange old `500 and `1000 banknotes .

The demonetisation of `500 and `1000 banknotes was a 
step taken by the Government of India on 8 November 
2016, ceasing the usage of all `500 and `1000 banknotes 
of the Mahatma Gandhi Series as a form of legal tender in 
India from 9 November 2016.

The announcement was made by the Prime Minister of 
India Narendra Modi in an unscheduled live televised 
address to the nation at 20:15 IST the same day.In the 
announcement, Modi declared circulation of all `500 
and `1000 banknotes of the Mahatma Gandhi Series as 
invalid and announced the issuance of new `500 and 
`2000 banknotes of the Mahatma Gandhi New Series in 
exchange for the old banknotes.

The demonetisation was done in an effort to stop the 
counterfeiting of the current banknotes alleged to be used 
for funding terrorism and for cracking down on black 
money in the country.The move is also aimed at reducing 
corruption, drug menace and smuggling.

`100, `50, `20, `10, `5, `2, and `1 banknotes will remain 
legal tender and are unaffected by the policy.

History
Similar measures have been taken in the past. In January 
1946, currency notes of 1000 and 10,000 rupees were 
withdrawn and new notes of 1000, 5000 and 10,000 
rupees were introduced in 1954. The Janata Party coalition 
government had again demonetised notes of 1000, 5000 
and 10,000 rupees on 16 January 1978 as a means to curb 
counterfeit money and black money.

Background
On 28 October 2016 the total currency in circulation in 
India was `17.77 lakh crore (US$260 billion). In terms 

of value, the annual report of Reserve Bank of India of 
31 March 2016 stated that total bank notes in circulation 
valued to `16.42 lakh crore (US$240 billion) of which 
nearly 86% (around `14.18 lakh crore (US$210 billion)) 
was `500 and `1000 banknotes. In terms of volume, the 
report stated that 24% (around 2,203 crore) of the total 
9,026.6 crore banknotes were in circulation.

After the official announcement by Prime Minister Modi, 
the Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, Urjit Patel, and 
Economic Affairs secretary, Shaktikanta Das explained in 
a press conference that while the supply of notes of all 
denominations had increased by 40% between 2011 and 
2016, the `500 and `1000 banknotes increased by 76% 
and 109% respectively in this period owing to forgery. 
This forged cash was then used to fund terrorist activities 
against India. As a result the decision to eliminate the 
notes had been taken.

Patel also informed that the decision had been made about 
six months ago, and the printing of new currency notes 
of denomination `500 and `2000 had already started. 
However, only the top members of the government, 
security agencies and the central bank were aware of the 
move. But media had reported in October 2016 about 
introduction of `2000 denomination well before the 
official announcement by RBI.
It has been highlighted that the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) had in the past strongly opposed demonetisation. 
BJP spokesperson Meenakshi Lekhi had said in 2014 that 
“The aam aurats and the aadmis, those who are illiterate 
and have no access to banking facilities will be the ones to 
be hit by such diversionary measures.” 

Procedure for exchanging old notes
The Reserve Bank of India laid down a detailed procedure 
for the exchange of the demonetised banknotes with new 
`500 and `2000 banknotes of the Mahatma Gandhi New 
Series and `100 banknotes of the preceding Mahatma 
Gandhi Series. On 13 November 2016, the Ministry of 
Finance reviewed the procedure.

Following are the key points:

INDIAN 500 AND 1000 RUPEE 
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Citizens will have until 15 December 2016 to tender their 
old banknotes at any office of the RBI or any bank branch 
and credit the value into their respective bank accounts.

Cash withdrawals from bank accounts were restricted to 
`10,000 per day and `20,000 per week per account from 
10 to 13 November 2016. This limit was increased to 
`24,000 per week from 14 November.

Govt. has ended the exchange of old 500 as well as 1000 
` notes as per recent announcement although withdrawl 
limit is trimmed to 2000 per person only.

Initially, all ATMs were dispensing banknotes of only `50 
and ̀ 100 denominations and cash withdrawals from ATMs 
were restricted to `2000 per day. From 14 November 
onwards, ATMs recalibrated to dispense new `500 and 
`2000 notes will allow a maximum withdrawal of `2,500 
per day, while other ATMs dispensing banknotes of only 
`50 and `100 denominations will allow a maximum 
withdrawal of `2,000 per day.

However, exceptions were given to petrol, CNG and 
gas stations, government hospitals, railway and airline 
booking counters, state-government recognised dairies 
and ration stores, and crematoriums to accept the old `500 
and `1000 banknotes until 11 November 2016, which 
was later extended to 14 November 2016. International 
airports were also instructed to facilitate an exchange 
of notes amounting to a total value of `5000 for foreign 
tourists and out-bound passengers.

Reactions
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said that demonetisation 
would clean the complete economic system, increase 
the size of economy and revenue base. He mentioned 
the demonetisation along with the upcoming Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) as “an attempt to change the spending 
habit and lifestyle”.

The decision was both praised and criticised by 
businessmen, bankers and politicians. Several bankers 
like Arundhati Bhattacharya (Chairperson of State Bank 
of India), Chanda Kochhar (MD & CEO of ICICI Bank) 
and Deepak Parekh (Chairman of HDFC) appreciated the 
move in the sense that it would help curb black money.

Businessmen Anand Mahindra (Mahindra Group), 
Sajjan Jindal (JSW Group), Kunal Bahl (Snapdeal and 
FreeCharge) also supported the move adding that it 
would also accelerate e-commerce.Infosys founder N. R. 
Narayana Murthy praised the move.

International Monetary Fund (IMF) has supported Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s efforts to fight corruption by 
demonetizing 500 and 1000 rupees notes. 

Chief Minister of West Bengal Mamata Banerjee called 
the new declaration “drama”. Indian National Congress 

spokesperson Randeep Surjewala welcomed the move but 
remained sceptical on the consequences that would follow. 
A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) was filed in Madras 
High Court by M Seeni Ahamed, General Secretary of the 
Indian National League, to scrap the decision. 

The High Court dismissed the PIL stating that it could not 
interfere in monetary policies of the government. Similar 
PILs were also filed in the Supreme Court of India. 

Former World Bank Chief Economist, Kaushik Basu, said 
that the ‘damage’ is likely to be much greater than any 
possible benefits. It has also been noted that black money 
holders keep only a small fraction of their ill-gotten wealth 
as cash, hence targeting this cash may not be a successful 
strategy.

Chief Minister of Bihar Nitish Kumar supported the move. 
The demonetisation also got support from Chief Minister 
of Andhra Pradesh Nara Chandrababu Naidu. 

Former Chief Election Commissioner of India S. Y. 
Quraishi said demonetisation could lead to long term 
electoral reforms. 

Former Prime Minister of Finland and Vice President 
of European Commission Jyrki Katainen welcomed the 
demonetisation move stressing that bringing transparency 
will strengthen Indian economy. 

Indian social activist Anna Hazare hailed demonetisation as 
revolutionary step. Swedish Minister of Enterprise Mikael 
Damberg supported the move by calling it bold decision. 
The President of India Pranab Mukherjee welcomed the 
demonetisation move by calling it bold step.

The opinion of the masses varied both ways on micro-
blogs and social media sites like Twitter.In general, the 
move to demonetise and try to hinder black money was 
appreciated, but the manner in which it was carried out by 
causing hardships to common people was criticised.

Prabhat Patnaik, a former professor of economics at 
the Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi called the move 
‘witless’ and ‘anti-people’. 

He criticised the simple way in which black money was 
assumed as “a hoard of cash”, saying that it would have 
little effect to eliminate “black activities” while “causing 
much hardship to common people.”

Aftermath

Gold prices

In Gujarat, Delhi and many other major cities, sales of 
gold increased on 9 November, with an increased 20 to 
30% premium surging the price as much as `40,000 from 
the ruling price of `31,900 per 10 grams (0.35 oz).

INDIAN 500 AND 1000 RUPEE 
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Stock markets
As a combined effect of demonetisation and United 
States presidential election, the share markets saw drop 
in stocks of software industry and real estate but slight 
improvements in the banking sector.

Transportation

Major highway toll junctions on the Gujarat and Delhi-
Mumbai highways also saw long queues as toll plaza 
operators refused the old banknotes. Nitin Gadkari, 
the Minister of Transport, subsequently announced a 
suspension of toll collections on all national highways 
across India until midnight of 11 November, later extended 
until 14 November.

Bank transactions
In the first four days after the announcement of the step, 
about 3,000 billion rupees in the form of old `500 and 
`1000 banknotes have been deposited in the banking 
system and about 500 billion rupees have been dispensed 
by withdrawals from bank accounts, ATMs as well as 
exchanges over the bank counters. Within these four 
days, the banking system has handled about 18 crore 
transactions. The State Bank of India reported to have 
received more than `30,000 crore in bank deposit in first 
two days after demonetisation. A spike in the usage of 
debit card and credit card post demonetisation was also 
reported.

Income tax raids and cash seizures
Income Tax departments raided various illegal tax-evasive 
businesses in Delhi, Mumbai, Chandigarh, Ludhiana and 
other cities that traded with demonetised currency.

Large sum of cash were seized in different parts of the 
country.

Effect on illegal activities
The move also reportedly crippled Communist guerrilla 
groups (Naxalites) financing through money laundering. 
On November 10, the police arrested a petrol pump 
owner at Ranchi when he reportedly tried to deposit 

`25 lakh, belonging to a person affiliated with the 
banned Communist Party of India (Maoist). According 
to Chhattisgarh Police demonetisation has affected the 
Naxalite activities. It is reported that insurgents have 
stashed more than ` 7000 crore in the Bastar region. 
Mumbai Police reported a setback to Hawala operations. 
Hawala dealers in Kerala were also affected.The Jammu 
and Kashmir Police reported the effect of demonetsation 
on hawala transactions of separatists.

Evasion attempts
A bag of burnt notes was found in Uttar Pradesh following 
demonetisation.The old 500 and 1000 rupee notes were 
also found floating in the Ganga river near Mirzapur. In 
Chhattisgarh cash worth of `44 lakh was seized. In Malda, 
a large sum of cash deposits in dormant accounts were 
reported. According to National Investigation Agency the 
district is transit for fake Indian currencies.

There have also been reports of people circumventing 
the restrictions imposed on the exchange transactions, 
being one-time and capped at `4,500 by making multiple 
transactions at different bank branches.

Chaos
The scarcity of cash due to demonetisation has led to 
chaos and long queues at ATMs and banks across India. 
ATMs were running out of cash after a few hours of being 
functional, and around half the ATMs in the country were 
non functional. There was sporadic violence in New 
Delhi,people attacked bank premises, and ration shops 
were looted in Madhya Pradesh.There have been several 
deaths of people standing in queues to exchange their 
old banknotes.There have also been deaths attributed to 
lack of medical help due to refusal of old banknotes by 
hospitals.

Due to complete breakdown of law and order at many 
places, people have taken laws in their hand. They have 
started self policing on how to form queues, how many 
time a person can enter, how many ATM transaction can 
one person do at an ATM, separate lines for ladies.

INDIAN 500 AND 1000 RUPEE 
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The Global Gender Gap Index was first introduced by 
the World Economic Forum in 2006 as a framework for 
capturing the magnitude of gender-based disparities and 
tracking their progress over time. The Index benchmarks 
national gender gaps on economic, education, health and 
political criteria, and provides country rankings that allow 
for effective comparisons across regions and income 
groups. This year’s 11th edition continues to build on the 
well-established strengths of the Report while adapting 
a number of elements—namely, the Index’s threshold 
for calculating gender gaps in estimated earned income, 
the Report’s regional classification, and visualization of 
results—to evolve the Global Gender Gap Index for its 
second decade.

The fundamental moral case for empowering women: 
women represent one half of the global population and it 
is self-evident that they must have equal access to health, 
education, earning power and political representation.

Through the Global Gender Gap Report, the World 
Economic Forum quantifies the magnitude of gender-
based disparities and tracks their progress over time. While 
no single measure can capture the complete situation, the 
Global Gender Gap Index presented in this Report seeks 
to measure one important aspect of gender equality—the 
relative gaps between women and men across four key 
areas: health, education, economy and politics. 

The Index was developed in part to address the need for a 
consistent and comprehensive measure for gender equality 
that can track a country’s progress over time. More than a 
decade of data has revealed that progress is still too slow 
for realizing the full potential of one half of humanity 
within our lifetimes.

The Index does not seek to set priorities for countries but 
rather to provide a comprehensive set of data and a clear 
method for tracking gaps on critical indicators so that 
countries may set priorities within their own economic, 
political and cultural contexts. 

Three underlying concepts

There are three basic concepts underlying the Global 
Gender Gap Index, forming the basis of how indicators 
were chosen, how the data is treated and the scale used. 

First, the Index focuses on measuring gaps rather than 
levels. Second, it captures gaps in outcome variables 
rather than gaps in input variables. 

Third, it ranks countries according to gender equality 
rather than women’s empowerment.

The four subindexes

The Global Gender Gap Index examines the gap 
between men and women in four fundamental categories 
(subindexes):

1. Economic Participation and Opportunity,

2. Educational Attainment

3. Health, Survival and Political

4. Empowerment. 

1. Economic Participation and Opportunity

This subindex contains three concepts: the participation 
gap, the remuneration gap and the advancement gap.

The participation gap is captured using the difference 
between women and men in labour force participation 
rates. The remuneration gap is captured through a hard 
data indicator (ratio of estimated female-to-male earned 
income) and a qualitative indicator gathered through the 
World Economic Forum’s Executive Opinion Survey 
(wage equality for similar work).

 Finally, the gap between the advancement of women and 
men is captured through two hard data statistics (the ratio 
of women to men among legislators, senior officials and 
managers, and the ratio of women to men among technical 
and professional workers).

Ranking of some important countries: ( According to this 
subindex )

Burundi  1st   Syria   144th   
Singapore  17th  Thailand  22nd   
USA  26th  China   81st              
Bhutan   99th    Maldives 112nd        
Nepal  115th  Japan   118th      
Sri Lanka  124th  Bangladesh 135th  
India  136th  Pakistan  143rd

2. Educational Attainment

This subindex captures the gap between women’s and 
men’s current access to education through ratios of 
women to men in primary-, secondary and tertiary-level 
education. A longer-term view of the country’s ability to 
educate women and men in equal numbers is captured 
through the ratio of the female literacy rate to the male 
literacy rate.

Ranking of some important countries: (According to this 
subindex)

Australia  1st    Chad   144th 
Singapore  95TH   Thailand  74TH   
USA  1ST     China   99TH         
Bhutan  121ST  Maldives  81ST     
Nepal  123RD Japan   76TH  
Sri Lanka  82ND  Bangladesh  114TH  
India  113TH  Pakistan – 135TH

THE GLOBAL GENDER 
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THE GLOBAL GENDER 
GAP INDEx

3. Health and Survival

This subindex provides an overview of the differences 
between women’s and men’s health through the use of 
two indicators. The first is the sex ratio at birth, which 
aims specifically to capture the phenomenon of “missing 
women”, prevalent in many countries with a strong son 
preference. Second, we use the gap between women’s and 
men’s healthy life expectancy. 

This measure provides an estimate of the number of years 
that women and men can expect to live in good health by 
taking into account the years lost to violence, disease, 
malnutrition or other relevant factors.

Ranking of some important countries: ( According to 
this subindex )

Angola  1st   China   144th  
Singapore  121st     Thailand  1st    
USA  62nd   Bhutan   125th           
Maldives  129th  Nepal   92nd          
Japan  40th   Sri Lanka  1st      
Bangladesh 93rd  India   142nd               
Pakistan  124th

4. Political Empowerment

This subindex measures the gap between men and women 
at the highest level of political decision-making through 
the ratio of women to men in minister-level positions and 
the ratio of women to men in parliamentary positions. In 
addition, we include the ratio of women to men in terms of 
years in executive office (prime minister or president) for 
the last 50 years.

 A clear drawback in this category is the absence of any 
indicators capturing differences between the participation 
of women and men at local levels of government. Should 
such data become available at a globally comparative level 
in future years, it will be considered for inclusion in the 
Index. 

Ranking of some important countries: ( According to 
this subindex)

Iceland  1st   Qatar   144th  
Singapore  97th    Thailand  131st   
USA  73rd  China   74th 
Bhutan  132nd Maldives  133rd          
Nepal  68th   Japan   103th   
Sri Lanka  57th       Bangladesh  7th  
India  9th        Pakistan  90th

GENERAL GLOBAL GENDER PARITY INDEX 
RANK

Ranking of some important countries: ( General Base )

Iceland  1st         Yemen   144th 

Bhutan  121st     Maldives  115th      
Nepal  110th     Japan   111st  
Sri Lanka 100th  India   87th   
China  99th  USA   45th 
Singapore   55th       Thailand  71st  
Bangladesh  72nd      Pakistan  143rd

TOP 10 RANK HOLDERS:                                                           

1st  -  Iceland            

2nd  - Finland  

3rd  - Norway 

4th  - Sweden 

5th  - Rwanda 

6th  - Ireland 

7th  - Philippines

8th  - Slovenia

9th  - New Zealand 

10th - Nicaragua

B0TTOM 10 RANK HOLDERS

135th   - Lebanon 

136th  -  Côte d’Ivoire 

137th  - Morocco 

138th  - Mali 

139th  - Iran, Islamic Rep. 

140th  - Chad

141st  - Saudi Arabia 

142nd  - Syria 

143rd  - Pakistan 

144th  - Yemen 

1st Rank : Iceland 

It  takes the top spot for the eighth consecutive year, closing 
more than 87% of its overall gender gap. It remains the top 
performer on Political Empowerment and in the top ten 
on Economic Participation and Opportunity on the back 
of solid improvements in the number of women among 
legislators, senior officials and managers. 

However, this year’s update of income scales on the 
estimate earned income indicator reveals that there 
remains an overall income gender gap to close. This is 
corroborated by its performance on the Wage equality for 
similar work indicator, for which Iceland ranks in 11th 
place this year. 

 S Continue on pg.  99
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2015 - Marlon James (Jamaica ) : A Brief History of 
Seven Killings (Historical/experimental novel)

2016 - Paul Beatty (United States of America) :  
The Sellout ( Satirical novel ) 

Awarded for : Best original novel, written in the English 
language, and published in the UK

Location  : Guildhall, London, England

Presented by   : Man Group

First awarded  : 1969

Book  : The Sellout is about ?

Born in the ‘agrarian ghetto’ of Dickens on the southern 
outskirts of Los Angeles and raised by a single father, a 
controversial sociologist, the narrator of ‘The Sellout’ 
spent his childhood as the subject in racially charged 
psychological studies. He is led to believe his father’s 
pioneering work will result in a memoir that will solve his 
family’s financial woes. But when his father is killed in a 
police shoot-out, he realises there never was a memoir. All 
that’s left is the bill for a drive-through funeral.
Fuelled by this deceit and the general disrepair of his 
hometown, the narrator sets out to right another wrong: 
Dickens has literally been removed from the map to save 
California from further embarrassment. Enlisting the help 
of the town’s most famous resident – Hominy Jenkins 
– he initiates the most outrageous action conceivable: 
reinstating slavery and segregating the local high school 
which lands him in the Supreme Court.

What follows is a remarkable journey that challenges 
the sacred tenets of the United States Constitution, urban 
life, the civil rights movement and the holy grail of racial 
equality – the black Chinese restaurant. 

Paul Beatty  :  About the Author ?
Born : 1962, Los Angeles, California, United 

States

Awards :  Man Booker Prize, National Book 
Critics Circle Award for Fiction

Education :  Boston University, Brooklyn College

The 54-year-old Los Angeles-born writer won for his  
fourth novel The Sellout, a laugh-out-loud novel whose 
main character wants to assert his African American 
identity by, outrageously and transgressively, bringing 
back slavery and segregation.

Paul Beatty is the author of three novels – Slumberland, 
Tuff and The White Boy Shuffle – and two books of poetry: 
Big Bank Take Little Bank and Joker, Joker, Deuce. He is 
the editor of Hokum: An Anthology of African-American 
Humor. He lives in New York City.  

Paul Beatty has become the first American writer & 

second black writer in a row, after Marlon James to win 
the Man Booker prize, for a caustic satire on US racial 
politics that judges said put him up there with Mark Twain 
and Jonathan Swift.

Early life and education
Born in Los Angeles in 1962, Beatty received an MFA 
in creative writing from Brooklyn College and an MA in 
psychology from Boston University. He is a 1980 graduate 
of El Camino Real High School in Woodland Hills, 
California.

Man Booker Prize ?
The Man Booker Prize for Fiction (formerly known as the 
Booker-McConnell Prize and commonly known simply as 
the Booker Prize) is a literary prize awarded each year for 
the best original novel, written in the English language 
and published in the UK. The winner of the Man Booker 
Prize is generally assured of international renown and 
success; therefore, the prize is of great significance for 
the book trade.From its inception, only Commonwealth, 
Irish, and Zimbabwean citizens were eligible to receive 
the prize; in 2014, however, this eligibility was widened 
to any English-language novel.

MAN BOOKER 

PRIZE 2016
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The Booker Prize is greeted with great anticipation and 
fanfare. It is also a mark of distinction for authors to 
be selected for inclusion in the shortlist or even to be 
nominated for the “longlist”.

History and administration
The prize was originally known as the Booker–McConnell 
Prize, after the company Booker, McConnell Ltd began 
sponsoring the event in 1968; it became commonly known 
as the “Booker Prize” or simply “the Booker”. 

When administration of the prize was transferred to the 
Booker Prize Foundation in 2002, the title sponsor became 
the investment company Man Group, which opted to retain 
“Booker” as part of the official title of the prize. 
The foundation is an independent registered charity funded 
by the entire profits of Booker Prize Trading Ltd, of which 
it is the sole shareholder. 

The prize money awarded with the Booker Prize was 
originally £21,000, and was subsequently raised to 
£50,000 in 2002 under the sponsorship of the Man Group, 
making it one of the world’s richest literary prizes.
In 1970, Bernice Rubens became the first woman to win 
the Booker Prize, for The Elected Member.

Alice Munro has a unique place in Booker Prize history; 
The Beggar Maid is the only short story collection to have 

been shortlisted. In 1997, the decision to award Arundhati 
Roy’s The God of Small Things proved controversial. 
Between 2005 and 2008, the Booker Prize alternated 
between writers from Ireland and India. 

Historically, the winner of the Man Booker Prize had been 
required to be a citizen of the Commonwealth of Nations, 
the Republic of Ireland, or Zimbabwe. 

On 18 September 2013, the media announced that future 
Man Booker Prize awards would consider authors from 
anywhere in the world, so long as their work was in 
English and published in the UK.

Judging

The selection process for the winner of the prize 
commences with the formation of an advisory committee, 
which includes a writer, two publishers, a literary agent, a 
bookseller, a librarian, and a chairperson appointed by the 
Booker Prize Foundation. 

The advisory committee then selects the judging panel, the 
membership of which changes each year, although on rare 
occasions a judge may be selected a second time. 

Judges are selected from amongst leading literary critics, 
writers, academics and leading public figures.The winner 
is usually announced at a ceremony in London’s Guildhall, 
usually in early October.

MAN BOOKER 

PRIZE 2016

Since 2009, the country has fully closed its gender gap 
on Educational Attainment. Since the first edition of the 
Index in 2006, Iceland has closed approximately 12% of 
its total gender gap, making it one of the fastest-improving 
countries in the world.

87TH Rank : India  

India reports progress this year on closing the gender gap 
with regard to wage equality and across all indicators of 
the Educational Attainment subindex, fully closing its 
primary and secondary education enrolment gender gaps. 

However, it also sees some regression on women’s 
estimated earned income and continues to rank third-
lowest in the world on Health and Survival, remaining the 
world’s least-improved country on this subindex over the 
past decade. 

Preparing for the Future

Based on the results of this year’s Index, it is evident 
that, globally, progress on achieving gender parity in 
education has been comparatively high, while economic 
gender parity remains elusive: a remaining gender gap of 
about 5% compared to a remaining gender gap of 41%, 
respectively. 

Conclusion

The Global Gender Gap Report 2016 provides a 
comprehensive overview of the current state of the 
global gender gap and of efforts and insights to close it. 
The Index points to potential role models by revealing 
those countries that—within their region or their income 
group— are leaders in having divided resources more 
equitably between women and men than other countries 
have, regardless of the overall level of resources available. 

This article  detailed Country Profiles not only allow 
users to understand how close each country has come to 
the equality benchmark in each of the four dimensions 
examined by the Index, but also provide a snapshot of the 
legal and social framework within which these outcomes 
are produced.

This article highlights the message to policy-makers that 
countries that want to remain competitive and inclusive 
will need to make gender equality a critical part of their 
human capital development.

We hope that the information contained in the Global 
Gender Gap Report series will serve as a basis for 
continued benchmarking by countries on their progress 
towards gender equality.
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Q.1.  With which country India has 
signed a defence deal worth 
nearly Rs 39,000 crore to 
purchase five state of art S-400 
‘Triumf’ air defence systems ?

 1) Britain 2) Italy 
3) USA 4) France 
5) Russia

Q.2.  Rosneft Oil Company has 
agreed to acquire India’s second 
biggest private oil firm Essar 
Oil in an all-cash deal valued at 
about US $13 billion. Rosneft 
belongs to which country?

 1) Britain 2) Italy 
3) USA 4) France 
5) Russia

Q.3.  Which country has won 
the inaugural BRICS U-17 
Football Tournament 2016 held 
at Goa on the occasion of the 
8th BRICS hosted in India?

 1) Brazil 2) Russia 
3) India 4) China 
5) South Africa

Q.4.  Name the system which was 
launched by Union Ministry 
to check illegal mining using 
latest satellite technology ?

 1) Illegal Surveillance System 
2) Mining Surveillance System 
3) Mining Watchdog 
4) Mining Police 
5) Mining Monitor

Q.5. In which state, Union Government 
has launched National Seismic 
Programme (NSP) to trace 
hydrocarbon resources ?

 1) Andhra Pradesh 
2) Tamil Nadu  
3) Odisha  
4) Kerala  
5) West Bengal

Q.6.  In which city The second 
edition of Rashtriya Sanskriti 
Mahotsav (RSM)-2016 was 
inaugurated by Union Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh ?

 1) Bangaluru 2) New Delhi 
3) Pune 4) Jaipur 
5) Gandhinagar

Q.7.  Who among the following has 
won Shanghai Masters 2016 ?

 1) Novak Djokovich 
2) Rafael Nadal  
3) Andy Murray  
4) Andre Agasi  
5) Roger Federer

Q.8.  Who among the following has 
won Tennis Hong Kong Open 
title of the year 2016?

 1) Caroline Wozniacki 
2) Cathay Pacific  
3) Kristina Mladenovic 
4) Nouran Gohar 
5) Ramy Ashour

Q.9.  Who among the following has 
won men’s singles title at the 
Chinese Taipei Open Grand 
Prix tournament 2016?

 1) Lin Dan  
2) Chou Tien-chen 
3) Daren Liew  
4) Sourabh Verma 
5) B.Sai Praneeth

Q.10.  Female cyclist and Olympic 
heavy weight champion 
Anna Meares announced her 
retirement. She hails from 
which country?

 1) England 2) Australia 
3) USA 4) France 
5) New Zealand

Q.11. Recently which country has 
decommissioned its first 
nuclear-powered submarine 
after more than 40 years of 
military service ?

 1) South Korea 2) Russia 
3) China 4) India 
5) USA

Q.12.  All-rounder Hardik Pandya 
became the ______ Indian to be 
named “Man of the Match” on 
ODI debut.

 1) 1st 2) 2nd 
3) 3rd 4) 4th 
5) 5th

Q.13.  Which city has been nominated 
as one of the three European 
Capitals of Culture 2021 ?

 1) Belgrade 2) Novi Sad 
3) Zemun  4) London 
5) Glasgow

Q.14.  Which of the following country 
will host the ninth BRICS 
annual summit in 2017 ?

 1) Brazil 2) Russia 
3) China 4) India 
5) South Africa

Q.15.  Recently, who among the 
following has been appointed 
Ambassador to United Arab 
Emirates?

 1) Navdeep Singh Suri 
2) Ratan Biswas  
3) Jorawar Khan  
4) Shashank Gangwar 
5) Hargovind Singh

Q.16.  India has quietly completed 
its nuclear triad by inducting 
the indigenously built strategic 
nuclear submarine INS Arihant 
into service. What does ATV 
stands for ?

 1) Aired Technological Vehicle 
2) Advance Technological Vehicle 
3) Advance Technology Vehicle 
4) Advance Technological Vessel 
5) Advance Technology Vessel

Q.17.  Which of the following island 
has been listed in National 
Geographic’s ‘Around the 
World in 24 Hours’ list ?

 1) Rose Island  
2) Majuli  
3) Pitti  
4) Kakkathuruthu 
5) Kavvayi

Q.18.  Which Indian film has won the 
distinguished ‘Megacity short 
docs, Best Film Award (report 
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Solution) 2016’ at the French 
International Sortdoc Indian 
film festival ?

 1) The Emperor of Time 
2) Pink Boy  
3) Reclaiming the Night 
4) In the Hollow  
5) Born To be Mild

Q.19.  In which state Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi launched the 
National SC/ST Hub ?

 1) Arunachal Pradesh 
2) Himachal Pradesh 
3) Odisha  
4) Uttarakhand  
5) Punjab

Q.20.  Which city tops the list of 
2016 Global Power City Index, 
which was released by the 
Mori Memorial Foundation’s 
Institute for Urban Strategies ?

 1) New York 2) Paris 
3) London 4) Mumbai 
5) Canberra

Q.21.  Railway Minister Suresh 
Prabhu laid foundation stone of 
_____ projects for laying broad 
gauge connecting Rewa-Sidhi- 
Singrauli districts and the new 
Sidhi railway station building 
in Madhya Pradesh.

 1) 1200 Cr 2) 2200 Cr 
3) 3200 Cr 4) 4200 Cr 
5) 5200 Cr

Q.22.  Mewa Ramgobin hails from 
which country?

 1) Zimbabwe  
2) Tanzania  
3) South Sudan  
4) South Africa  
5) Mozambique

Q.23.  Punjab won both the boys and 
girls National Junior Netball 
Championships title 2016 by 
defeating _________.

 1) Rajasthan 2) Gujrat  
3) Bihar  4) Uttar Pradesh  
5) Madhya Pradesh 

Q.24. What is the name of Pakistan 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s 
Political Party?

 1) Avaam League  
2) Muslim League-Nawaz 
3) Aam Avaam Party  
4) Sindh Pakistan Party  
5) Kahmir Party 

Q.25. Recently the book “Driven” was 
launched by Former cricketers 
Anil Kumble and Virender 
Sehwag which is based on the 
life of-

 1) Saurav Ganguly 
2) Sachin Tendulkar 
3) Rahul Dravid  
4) Virat Kohli  
5) Sunil Gavaskar

Q.26.  The second joint tactical 
exercise under the “China-India 
Cooperation 2016” was held at 
which place?

 1) Chushul 2) Nathu La 
3) Bum La Pass 4) Lipulekh Pass 
5) Changla

Q.27.  Which Indian Football club 
became the first Indian club to 
reach the final of Asian Cup 
2016?

 1) Mumbai FC  
2) Mohammedan FC 
3) Mohun Bagan AC 
4) East Bengal FC 
5) Bengaluru FC

Q.28.  N Kumar, Director of ___ died.

 1) ONGC 2) NTPC 
3) BEL 4) BHEL 
5) CIL

Q.29.  What is India’s rank according to 
the latest FIFA rankings 2016 ?

 1) 132nd 2) 137th 
3) 143rd 4) 147th 
5) 151st

Q.30.  According to RBI, how much 
FDI is permitted under ‘Other 
Financial Services’ carried out 
by non-banking finance firms ?

 1) 26 % 2) 49 % 
3) 51 % 4) 76 % 
5) 100 %

Q.31.  Recently New York City 
declared _______ 2016 as 
Waris Ahluwalia day.

 1) October 17 2) October 18 
3) October 19 4) October 20 
5) October 21

Q.32.  Name the India’s First Female 
Olympic Wrestler who has 
been appointed DSP in Haryana 
Police recently?

 1) Geeta Phogat  
2) Sakshi Malik  
3) Sarjubala Devi 
4) Chandgi Ram  
5) Heena Sidhu

Q.33.  The State Bank of India (SBI) 
declared which city as its 5th 
zone in North-East India.

 1) Kajalgaon 2) Hamren 
3) Silchar 4) Hojai 
5) Sonitpur

Q.34.  Recently who has been elected 
as the new President of the 
International Gymnastics 
Federation (FIG)?

 1) Bruno Grandi  
2) Morinari Watanabe 
3) Ashish Kumar 
4) Guy Ryder  
5) Boris Jhonson

Q.35. Which of the following is the 
world’s oldest aircraft carrier ?

 1) INS Chakra 2) INS Vikrant  
3) INS Virat  4) INS Arihant  
5) INS Vishal 

Q.36. Which of the following 
player has become the first 
Bangladeshi to take 150 test 
wickets?

 1) Tamim Iqbal   
2) Hashim Amla  
3) Shakib Al Hasan  
4) Taskin Ahmad  
5) Mohd. Ashraful 
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Q.37.  India’s ODI captain 
_____ became the fastest 
wicketkeeper-batsman to score 
9,000+ runs in ODIs.

 1) Sachin Tendulkar  
2) Virat Kohli   
3) Rohit Sharma  
4) M.S. Dhoni   
5) Manish Pandey 

Q.38. Which of the following airlines 
has created the world record for 
longest nonstop flight? 

 1) Vistara  2) Air India  
3) Indigo  4) Spice Jet  
5) Qatar Airlines 

Q.39.  The first woman to climb Mount 
Everest Junko Tabei died. She 
hailed from which country?

 1) China 2) Japan 
3) Thailand 4) Indonesia 
5) Mongolia

Q.40.  How many persons will 
be awarded with the Uttar 
Pradesh government’s “Yash 
Bharati” 2016 award for their 
contributions in respective 
fields ?

 1) 24 2) 34 
3) 44 4) 54 
5) 64

Q.41.  Who was crowned Mr. Asia 2016 
at the recently concluded 5th Phil-
Asia bodybuilding championships 
in the Philippines ?

 1) Emmanuel Galicia 
2) Patrick Tan   
3) G. Balakrishna 
4) Dioscoro Sida 
5) Richard Fomocod

Q.42.  Who among the following has 
been chosen as mascot of the 
2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia?

 1) Bear 2) Bull 
3) Tiger 4) Lion 
5) Wolf

Q43.  Which country will host the first 
Asian Ministerial Conference 

for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(AMCDRR) ?

 1) Russia 2) India 
3) China 4) Japan 
5) Nepal

Q.44.  Which of the following player 
has won the Stockholm Open 
tennis tournament 2016 title ?

 1) Juan Martin 2) Jack Sock 
3) Roger Federer 4) Rafael Nadal 
5) Novak Djokovich

Q.45.  Jimmy Perry, who died recently 
was a famous-

 1) Ruler 2) Scientist 
3) Producer 4) Director 
5) Writer

Q.46.  What is the name of the system, 
through which the government 
has allowed the service 
voters, including armed forces 
personnel, to cast their votes in 
elections ?

 1) e-matdaan  
2) e-postal ballot 
3) e-voting  
4) e-postal matdaan 
5) e-postal voting

Q.47.  Which of the following has 
won the US Grand Prix 2016?

 1) Nico Roseberg 
2) Daniel Ricciardo 
3) Lewis Hamilton 
4) Max Verstappen 
5) Marcus Ericsson

Q.48.  Who among the following 
has been appointed as the 
chairperson of the State Human 
Rights Comission (SHRC) ?

 1) Ashok Lahiri  
2) Rajiv Jain  
3) Khursheed Ahmed 
4) Bilal Nazki  
5) N.N.Vohra

Q.49.  Maharashtra Governor C 
Vidyasagar Rao presented 
‘Parmarth Seva Ratna Award’ to -

 1) Narayan Murthi 
2) Satya Nadella  
3) Azim Premji  
4) Ratan Tata  
5) Sajjan Jindal

Q.50.  What is India’s rank in the 
World Bank Ease of Doing 
Business 2017 report ?

 1) 130 2) 131 
3) 152 4) 153 
5) 161

Q.51.  Who became the first American 
author to win the prestigious 
Man Booker Prize for ‘The 
Sellout’ - a satire of race and 
class in the United States?

 1) Toni Morrison 
2) Paul Beatty  
3) Alice Adams  
4) Warren Adler  
5) James Agee

Q.52. Who has been appointed 
as President of National 
Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT), constituted to expedite 
adjudication matters under the 
companies law. 

 1) Sanjay Mishra 
2) Shishir Kumar 
3) M.M.Kumar  
4) Ravindra Singh 
5) P.K.Bhasin

Q.53.  What is the name of the joint 
military exercise between India 
and Sri Lanka, which was 
recently started in Ambepussa, 
Sri Lanka ?

 1) Yudh Abhyas 2016 
2) Sahyog 2016  
3) Kaijin 2016  
4) Mitra Shakti 2016 
5) Friendship 2016

Q.54.  According to World Economic 
Forum (WEF), what is India’s 
rank in gender gap ?

 1) 108 2) 103 
3) 97 4) 92 
5) 87
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Q.55.  In which city Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi inaugurated 
first National Tribal Carnival ?

 1) Nagpur 2) Ambala 
3) Chandigarh 4) New Delhi 
5) Varanasi

Q.56.  Which of the following tennis 
star has been presented with 
the WTA Year-End World No. 1 
award ?

 1) Angelique Kerber 
2) Serena Williams 
3) Maria Sharapova 
4) Ana Ivanovic  
5) Caroline Wozniacki

Q.57.  Padma Shri awardee Raj Begum 
died. She was a famous-

 1) Dancer 2) Singer 
3) Politician 4) Actress 
5) Socialist

Q.58. According to the data 2016 
given by the Registrar General 
of India (RGI), which state has 
the highest life expectancy, 
except life expectancy at birth ?

 1) Kerala 2) Tamil Nadu 
3) J&K 4) Bihar 
5) Goa

Q.59.  Name the first Indian who has 
won the 2016 ‘Wildscreen 
National Geographic Roar 
Talent Bursary Award’ at the 
Wildscreen festival ?

 1) Sushiela Dogri 
2) Malaika Vaz  
3) Chandani Kapoor 
4) Monica Gupta 
5) Sulekha Rai

Q.60.  Who has been named the most 
valuable athlete brand of 2016 
by Forbes ?

 1) Roger Federer 
2) Maria Sharapova 
3) Novak Djokovic 
4) Serena Williams 
5) Rafael Nadal

Q.61.  In which state Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi launched the 

Saur Sujala Scheme to provide 
solar powered water-pumps to 
farmers at subsidised rates ?

 1) Chattisgarh 2) Punjab 
3) Bihar 4) Jharkhand 
5) Uttar Pradesh

Q.62.  Recently in which of the 
following place the Real Estate 
Act will not be applicable for 
now onwards ?

 1) Chandigarh  
2) New Delhi  
3) Daman and Diu 
4) Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
5) Lakshadweep

Q.63.  Which city has topped the ease 
of doing business ranking, 
according to the list prepared by 
the World Bank and the Indian 
government’s department of 
industrial policy and promotion 
this year 2016?

 1) Andhra Pradesh 
2) Telangana  
3) Gujarat  
4) 1 and 2   
5) 2 and 3

Q.64.  Who has won the Malaysian 
Grand Prix motorcycle racing 
event 2016?

 1) Francesco ‘Pecco’ Bagnaia 
2) Adam Norrodin 
3) Ramdan Rosli 
4) Hafiq Azmi  
5) Aizat Malik

Q.65.  Who sworn in as the 13th 
president of Lebanon ?

 1) Emile Lahoud 
2) Michel Suleiman 
3) Theresa May  
4) Malcolm Turnbull 
5) Michel Aoun

Q.66.  Which of the following has 
been chosen for the ‘Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy Award’ 2016 for 
his outstanding contribution to 
journalism which is presented 
by the Press Council of India 
(PCI) ?

 1) Shreen Bhan  
2) S Nihal Singh 
3) Rajdeep Sardesai 
4) Vikram Chandra 
5) Rajat Sharma

Q.67.  Who was honoured with the 
Centenary Award for Indian Film 
Personality of the year at the 47th 
IFFI which was held in Goa from 
November 20-28, 2016?

 1) Kavita Krishnamurthi 
2) S.P. Balasubrahmanyam  
3) Shubha Mudgal 
4) Asha Bhosale  
5) Shamshad Begum

Q.68.  Who among the following took 
over as chairman of the Central 
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) ?

 1) Kaushal Srivastava 
2) Rani Singh Nair 
3) Sushil Chandra 
4) J M Shanti Sundharam 
5) Parthasarathi Shome

Q.69.  Who has won the Bahrain 
International Challenge 
badminton tournament this 
year 2016?

 1) Pratul  
2) Aditya Joshi  
3) Sourabh Verma 
4) H.S.Prannoy  
5) Pranaav Jerry

Q.70. India’s ratings as per Standard 
and Poor’s – 

 1) BBB-A1 2) BBB-A2 
3) BBB-A3 4) BBB-A4  
5) BBB-A5 

Q.71. Sampriti 2016 is Joint Millitary 
Exercise between -  

 1) China and Malaysia 
2) China and India 
3) India and Russia 
4) India and Bangladesh  
5) India and Germany 

Q.72. Who among the following is 
the first Sikh to be appointed to 
the Canadian Senate?
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 1) Dalbir Singh Marwah  
2) Sarabjit Singh Marwah  
3) Diljit Singh   
4) Paan Singh Marwah  
5) Bhagwant Maan 

Q.73. Who has won the female 
vocalist honour at the 2016 
Country Music Association 
Awards? 

 1) Rihana   
2) Madona   
3) Carrie Underwood  
4) Shakira   
5) Selena Gomez

Q.74. Cristiano Ronaldo plays for 
which Spanish Club ?

 1) Barcelona   
2) Real Madrid   
3) Manchester United  
4) Chelsea   
5) Athletico Madrid 

Q.75.  P Harikrishna is related to – 

 1) Chess  2) Football  
3) Tennis  4) Cricket  
5) Basketball 

Q.76. Who has won the WTA Elite 
Trophy 2016?

 1) Maria Sharapova  
2) Petra Kvitova  
3) Serena Williams  
4) Steffi Graff   
5) Sania Mirza 

Q.77.  What shall be India’s GDP rate 
as per NCAER in 2016?

 1) 7.3% 2) 7.4% 
3) 4.5% 4) 7.6% 
5) 7.7%

Q.78.  Which Country has won the 
Women’s Asian Champions 
Trophy 2016?

 1) India  2) China  
3) Pakistan  4) South Korea  
5) Bangladesh 

Q.79.  Famous pianist and Musician 
Zoltan Kocsis died. He hailed 
from which country?

 1) Germany 2) Hungary 
3) Turkey 4) England 
5) Russia

Q.80.  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated the first ever 
International Agro-biodiversity 
Congress in-

 1) Gujarat 2) Jaipur 
3) Bengaluru 4) Pune 
5) New Delhi

Q.81.  Who among the following has 
won the Paris Masters title 2016?

 1) Andy Murray  
2) Andre Agasi  
3) Roger Federer 
4) Novak Djokovich 
5) Rafael Nadal

Q.82.  Who among the following won 
the ATP World Tour Masters 
1000 team title at the BNP 
Paribas Masters in Paris?

 1) Henri Kontinen and John 
Peers 

 2) Pierre-Hugues Herbert and 
Nicolas Mahut

 3) Ivan Dodig and Rohan 
Bopanna

 4) Marc López and Leander 
Paes

 5)  Bob Bryan and Mike Bryan

Q.83.  Who has been appointed as the 
Executive Director of RBI?

 1) Bipin Nair  
2) Kanti Kumar Saraf 
3) M Rajeshwar Rao 
4) Arvind Sharma 
5) S.K.Rai

Q.84.  Who has been appointed as the 
managing director and CEO of 
BOB Capital Markets?

 1) Suresh Thapar 
2) Ankit Chaurasia 
3) Arun Yadav  
4) Rakesh Sethi  
5) Ratnesh Kumar

Q.85.  Girish Nikam who died recently 
was a famous-

 1) Socialist 2) Singer 
3) Athlete 4) Politician 
5) Journalist

Q.86.  Who will be awarded with the 
National Kalidas Samman for 
the year 2015-16 ?

 1) Raj Bisaria  
2) Vikram Nagar 
3) Nikhil Chandiwala 
4) Veerbhadra Singh 
5) Rahul Rajput

Q.87.  Which film has been nominated 
as India’s entry for the 
International Council for 
Film, Television and Audio-
visual Communication (ICFT) 
UNESCO Gandhi Medal at the 
47th International Film Festival 
of India (IFFI)?

 1) Allama 2) Amorta 
3) Beluga 4) Exiled 
5) Harmonia

Q.88.  Name  the second Hindu-
American to be elected to the 
US House of Representatives?

 1) TS Nagabharna 
2) Raja Krishnamoorthi 
3) V P Ramakrishna Pillai 
4) Pinarayi Vijayan  
5) Dharmendra Pradhan

Q.89.  Name the first Indian American 
woman US Senate of Caliornia?

 1) Poornima Rastogi 
2) Sushiela Rewati 
3) Pramila Jayapal  
4) Kamala Harris 
5) Swati Bhardwaj

Q.90.  In which state, India’s first 
LNG-powered bus rolls out?

 1) Andhra Pradesh 
2) Tamil Nadu  
3) Kerala  
4) Maharashtra  
5) New Delhi
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Q.91.  Who has been elected as the 
45th President of the United 
States of America?

 1) Barack Obama 
2) Donald Trump 
3) Hillary Clinton 
4) Theresa May  
5) Bill Clinton

Q.92.  On the occasion of the state’s 
17th foundation day, Chief 
Minister Harish Rawat 
conferred the Uttarakhand 
Ratna award to-

 1) Nityanand Swami 
2) Narayan Dutt Tiwari 
3) N. D. Mishra  
4) Ramesh Pokhriyal 
5) Vijay Bahuguna

Q.93.  Union Health Minister J P 
Nadda launched _____ mobile 
application with which people 
can measure their stress levels.

 1) No More Tension 
2) Tension Free  
3) Relax  
4) Peace  
5) Calm

Q.94.  Who was elected as the ninth 
president of the World Squash 
Federation (WSF) ?

 1) Narayana Ramachandran 
2) Jahangir Khan 
3) Jacques Fontaine 
4) Susie Simcock 
5) Ian Stewart

Q.95.  Which of the following has 
been appointed as the chairman 
of Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS) ?

 1) Venkatraman Thyagarajan 
2) Aman Mehta  
3) Aarthi Subramanian 
4) Ishaat Hussain 
5) N Chandrasekaran

Q.96.  Who has been appointed as the 
brand ambassador for the 2nd 
T20 World Cup Cricket for the 
Blind, to be held in January and 
February 2017?

 1) Saurav Ganguly 
2) Rahul Dravid  
3) Sachin Tendulkar 
4) Anil Kumble  
5) Virendra Sehwag

Q.97.  Name the first chinese official 
who was elected as the 
President of Interpol ?

 1) Shinzo Abe  
2) Meng Hongwei 

3) Xi- Jinping  
4) Li Baodong  
5) Liu Shan

Q.98.  Worlds highest road tunnel is 
situated in which country?

 1) Iceland  
2) USA  
3) Japan  
4) China  
5) Netherlands

Q.99.  The novel ‘Solar Bones’, that 
has been awarded with the 
‘2016 Goldsmiths Prize’ is 
written by-

 1) Margaret Atwood 
2) J.K.Rowling  
3) W.G.Seabald  
4) Jhumpa Lahiri 
5) Mike McCormac

Q.100.  The ‘NATO - Georgia Exercise 
2016’ commenced at which 
place?

  1) Tbilisi  
 2) Busan  
 3) Creole  
 4) Tazar  
 5) Mumbai

ANSWER - GENERAL AWARENESS
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Mohd.Hamid Ansari
2. Chairperson of Lok Sabha Sumitra Mahajan
3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
6. Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
7. Chief Election Commissioner Syed Nasim Ahmed Zaidi
8. Election Commissioner Om Prakash Rawat, Achal Kr. Jyoti
9. Election Commissioner Achal kumar jyoti
10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
11. Foreign Secretary Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Shashi Kant Sharma
13. Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes Jus. Vangala Eswaraiah
14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
15. CBI Director Anil Kumar Sinha
16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Rameshwar Oraon
17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Naseem Ahmed
18. Chairman, UPSC Deepak Gupta
19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Sharad Kumar
20. Chairman, UGC Ved Prakash
21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO A S Kiran kumar
22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy Sekhar Basu
23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Sushil Chandra
27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority T.S. Vijayan
28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Upendra Kr. Sinha
29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Arundhati Bhattacharya
30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Mehrishi
33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Lalitha Kumaramanglam
34. Chairman, 14th Finance Commission Y.Venugopal Reddy
35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Devendra Kumar Sikri
36. Chairperson,CentralBoard of Film Certification Pahlaj Nihalani
37. President, ASSOCHAM Sunil kanoria
38. Chairman, NASSCOM C.P. Gurnani
39. President, BCCI  Anurag Thakur
40. Director General, RAW Rajinder Khanna
41. Chairperson, Children Film Society of India Mukesh Khanna
42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
43. President, CII Dr. Naushad Forbes
44. President, FICCI Harshavardhan Neotia
45. Chairman, National Knowledge Commission Sam Pitroda
46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
48. Chairman, Investment Commission Ratan Tata
49. Finance Secretary  Ashok Lavasa
50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association T.M.Basin








