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Dear Aspirants,
We feel delighted to present to you the "January 2020" edition of "Master In Current Affairs". MICA is a comprehensive magazine focused 
on both the intellectual and competitive nature of learning. Apart from the competitive edge, MICA is intended to provide you with a vision 
of self-enhancement.
MICA includes highly acclaimed sections such as, Newsletters, News Diary, One Liner, World of English, which are directly related to 
your preparation for competitive examinations. Chalte - Chalte is one of the most steering elements of MICA on the go, which is mentioned 
below every page. 
This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the important issues of this month which may play a 
vital role in the forthcoming examination. The important topics covered in this edition are:
“Ayodhya Verdict” – The final judgement in the Ayodhya dispute was declared by the Supreme Court of India on 9 November 2019. The 
Supreme Court of India ordered the disputed land (2.77 acres) to be handed over to a trust (to be created by Government of India) to build 
the Ram Janmabhoomi (revered as the birthplace of Hindu deity, Ram) temple. The court also ordered the government to give an alternate 
5 acres of land to another place to the Sunni Waqf Board for the purpose of building a mosque.
The next article is “ASEAN Summit 2019” - The Prime Minister of India attended the 16th India-ASEAN Summit in Bangkok, Thailand 
on November 03, 2019.
Then there is another topic “NAM Summit 2019” - The summit of the 18th Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) has been held in 
Baku, Azerbaijan on 25 and 26 October 2019. This year India was represented by Vice President M. Vekaiah Naidu instead 
of Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi.
The next topic “BRICS Summit 2019” - The 11th BRICS Summit took place from 13th - 14th November 2019 in Brasilia, 
Brazil. The theme of the 2019 BRICS summit is "Economic Growth for an Innovative Future. This was the sixth time PM 
Modi participated in the Brics summit, his first being at Fortaleza, also in Brazil in 2014.
The next article is “Air Pollution : Measures and Challenges”, In this decade of 2020, India has most polluted cities of 
the world. Every year the air pollution level just doubles around the Diwali due to burning of firecrackers. 
There are other reasons too which add to this increased level of air pollution during this season. One reason for 
pollution is the moisture in the weather with mildly low temperature.
In this edition as a wish for your bright and prosperous future we are providing “SSC CPO SI : Solved Paper 
2019 “and “IBPS Clerk Pre : Model Paper 2019” for your self-assessment. 
You can also test your Current Affairs by visiting the Quiz Time section for self-assessment, which 
includes all possible multiple-choice questions from the current affairs of this month.
To serve you better we will diligently serve you our level best with various new topics and news  
that is important from the examination point of view

Best of luck for your exams.
Your suggestions will be highly valuable and welcomed.

 
 With Best Wishes
 Editor : N.K. Jain                                        “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
“All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage to pursue them.”

                                                                                                 - Walt Diseney
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INTERVIEWPAyAl

JANUARY 2020  MICA
The Defence Acquisition Council has approved procurement of indigenous defence equipment worth 

over 3,300 crore rupees.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Mr. Anil Mahobe
Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Anu Mahobe
Hobbies  :  Reading Books and Playing Football
Prior Selection  :  None
Name of the Exam : State Bank of India (PO)
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 4181017476
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : MUM0661526715

Payal Anil Mahobe

MICA : Mahendra's family expresses 
its heartfelt congratulations 
on your success.

Payal : Thank You!
MICA : To whom do you want 

to give the credit of your 
selection?

Payal : Foremost preference is my 
parents and then definitely 
Mahendra's Mumbai Branch.

MICA : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in this 
examination?

Payal : SBI PO was my first attempt. 
I have attempted IBPS PO 
& IBPS Clerk 2018.

MICA : What is the role of 
Mahendra's institute in your 
selection?

Payal : Mahendras team was very 
helpful. Faculties here are 
available for your doubts, 
a study room is allotted and 
MICA is provided every 
month.

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
examination?

Payal :  

English Language
By reading newspaper & practicing 

STs.

Reasoning Ability & 
Computer

By solving various types of problems 
and taking Speed Test on a regular 

basis.

Data Analysis & 
Interpretation

I used to give Speed Test daily and 
analyse it well. I would practice my 

weak topics individually.

General Awareness
I watched daily current affairs videos 
and read newspaper (Indian Express).
MICA : What would you say about 

“Master in Current Affairs” 
Magazine (MICA) and 
Mahendra Guru Website?

Payal : The magazine is precise, 
brief and well updated. Since 
digital content is easy to carry 
anywhere & it is available 
anytime so it helps a lot.

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

Payal : Faculties here are extremely 
helpful. They guide on each 
& every topic and solve 
your doubts. You get study 
room. Faculties and staff are 
very supportive.

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Payal : The biggest role is of time 
management as making a 
correct schedule can help 
you give attention to every 
section.

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
Interview?

Payal : Mahendra helped in it. 
Here, I was guided on every 
basic detail - grooming, 
presentation and knowledge.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions 
asked?

Payal : The interview level was 
moderate. Interviewers were 
helpful and many current 
affairs questions were asked.

The questions asked were:
I.  My Introduction, Educational 

background, Family background.
II.  Why are you interested in 

banking sector? (as I belong to 
computer field).

III.  Your opinion on GST. Tell us 
something about GDP.

IV.  What is NRC? Why is it 
implemented in Assam?

V.  What are your strengths and 
how can they be helpful for the 
organisation?

MICA : From whom did you get 
information of your selection 
and what was your reaction?

Payal : I checked the website and I 
was happy.

MICA : What message do you 
want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Payal : Stay focused, prepare a 
proper schedule and be 
honest towards your studies.

MICA : Congratulations! once again 
on your success. Your success 
is our success.

Payal : Thank You!
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CURRENT AFFAIRS One liner

MICA  JANUARY 2020

ONE liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Who proposed the idea of multipurpose ID card?  
 - Amit Shah

 # “How dare you? You have stolen my dreams, my 
childhood with your empty words.” Who said these 
words? - Greta Thunberg

 # Who has been selected as the new Chief of International 
Monetary Fund? - Kristalina Georgieva

 # Who is the current president of UN General 
Assembly? - Tijjani Muhammad- 
  Bande

 # Who has been named ‘India’s most powerful women 
in media’? - Kallie Puri

 # Which Indian wrestler has become world no. 1 in 86kg 
category? - Deepak Punia

 # Who has taken over as the new IAF Chief?  
 - Air Marshal RKS  
  Bhadauria

 # Pakistan has invited which Indian leader for Kartarpur 
Corridor inauguration? - Manmohan Singh

 # What is the name of the murderer of former Punjab 
Chief Minister Beant Singh, whose death sentence has 
been converted to life imprisonment?   
 - Balwant Singh

 # Who has become the first girl student to win President 
of India Prize? - Kavitha Gopal

 # “All Hindu, Sikh, Christian, Jain and Buddhist refugees 
will get Indian citizenship.” Whose statement is this? 
 - Amit Shah

 # Who has been appointed as executive director for 
India at IMF? - Surjeet Bhalla

 # Who has been named as MD and CEO of Tata 
Communications? - A.S. Lakshminarayanan

 # Who has been appointed as chief justice of Punjab & 
Haryana High Court? - Ravishankar Jha

 # Who performed Shastra Puja in France after receiving 
the first Rafale fighter jet? - Rajnath Singh

 # Justice Ajay Lamba recently took the oath as Chief Justice 
of which High Court?  - Guwahati High Court

Shuva Dutta, the editor of leading Bengali daily ''Bartaman'', died. She was 67.

AWARDS
 # Which series won ‘Outstanding Drama Series Award’ 

in Emmy Awards 2019? - Game of Thrones
 # Who was conferred with “Global Goalkeeper" award? 

 - Narendra Modi
 # Who has been selected for the Dadasaheb Phalke 

award? - Amitabh Bachchan
 # National unity award has been constituted on whose 

name? - Sardar Vallabhbhai  
  Patel

 # Which Indian athlete was recently awarded with IAAF 
Veteran Pin Prize? - PT Usha

 # Which Indian was awarded the 'Changemaker Award' 
by Bill & Milinda Gates Foundation for bringing 
change in society? - Payal Jangir

 # Who has been awarded with the UNEP’s Asia 
Environmental Enforcement Award 2019?  
 - Prakash Javadekar

 # Who has been awarded with the 2018 Nobel Prize in 
Literature? - Olga Tokarczuk

 # Who won the Nobel Prize in Literature 2019?  
 - Peter Handke

 # Who won the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize?   
 - Abiy Ahmed Ali

 # What is the name of Indian Origin economist who 
recently declared a winner of Nobel Prize 2019 for 
economics? - Abhijit Banerjee

 # Who has been appointed as the Chief Operating Officer 
of Yes Bank? - Anita Pai

 # Who has been ranked second in the Forbes List of 100 
Indian billionaires? - Gautam Adani

 # What is the name of the first person who did spacewalk 
in 1965 but died recently? - Alexei Leonov

 # What is the name of Indian nun who was declared saint 
by Pope Francis recently? - Mariam Thresia

 # Who was recently elected as president of Tunisia? 
 - Kais Saied
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One liner

JANUARY 2020  MICA

NATIONAL & STATE

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

Jindal Steel and Power Ltd's (JSPL) arm Jindal Power said banking veteran Akhauri Rajesh Sinha has 
taken over as its chairman.

 # Which organisation launched the Project NETRA 
recently to protect space assets?   
 - ISRO

 # Which state has launched YSR Vahana Mitra scheme 
recently? - Andhra Pradesh

 # What is the name of audio guide facility app launched 
by Ministry of Tourism? - Audio Odigos

 # The Union Government has launched which scheme to 
assure no-cost health care facilities to pregnant women 
and newborns? - SUMAN

 # Which Ministry launched the ‘mHariyali’ App recently 
to encourage Public engagement in planting trees? 
 - Ministry of Housing &  
  Urban Affairs

 # Which scheme was recently launched by FSSAI on the 
occasion of World Food Day?     
 - Food Safety Mitra

 # Which scheme has been launched by the Central 
Government to encourage girl students to pursue  
science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) education? - Vigyan Jyoti Yojana

 # The UK court dismissed Pakistan’s claims and ruled 
in favour of India in a legal battle involving the funds 
of the 7th Nizam of Hyderabad. How much fund was 
involved? - £35m

 # Which state government announced a complete ban on 
tobacco and pan-masala products in the state?  
 - Rajasthan

 # The newly-launched Vande Bharat train takes how 
many hours to reach Katra from Delhi?   
 - 8 hours

 # Recently government has launched which portal to 
improve coal supply to power plants?   
 - Prakash

 # Which state government has decided to purchase 
single-use plastic waste to make the state plastic free? 
 - Himachal Pradesh

 # How many states including Delhi, Uttar Pradesh 
have issued 15 point guidelines to save Ganga from 
pollution? - 11

 # The Supreme Court directed which state government to 
assure that no more trees will be cut in Aarey colony? 
 - Maharashtra

 # Union Cabinet recently approved inclusion of 
how many displaced families in Cabinet approved 
Rehabilitation Package? - 5,300 displaced families

 # Which Programme has been launched by the Union 
Government to encourage talented children to enrich 
their skills? - DHRUV

 # Which city hosted the historic second informal summit 
between PM Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping? 
 - Mamallapuram

 # PM Modi, during his speech at the 2019 UN Climate 
summit, announced that India will increase its capacity 
of renewable energy to 175 gigawatts by which year? 
 - 2022

 # Which State/UT became the first to issue the highest 
number of Golden Cards under Ayushman Bharat 
scheme? - Jammu & Kashmir

 # Defence Minister Rajnath Singh commissioned which 
vessel on September 25, 2019?    
 - Varaha

 # Which country will host the Exercise MALABAR 
2019? - Japan

 # Which two states have decided to form a panel to resolve 
water sharing issues? - Tamil Nadu, Kerala

 # Which High Court recently launched mobile app for 
providing digital access to lawyers?   
 - Delhi High Court

 # Which state topped the 'School Education Quality Index' 
released by NITI Aayog? - Kerala

 # Which birth anniversary of Father of the Nation 
Mahatma Gandhi is being celebrated on October 02, 
2019? - 150th

INTERNATIONAL
 # Which nation has cut off power to parts of West 

Bank? - Israel
 # Which city hosted the Howdy Modi event wherein 

PM Narendra Modi and US President Donald Trump 
shared the stage together? - Houston

 # Which country recently announced that the Doctors 
and Nurses need not take TOEFL & IELTS exam to 
practice there? - UK

 # Which country has decriminalized by abortion?  
 - Australia

 # Haza Al Mansuri is the first astronaut of which country 
who returned from the International Space Station 
recently? - UAE

 # Which country is going to give online tourist visa for 
the first time? - Saudi Arabia
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SPORTS

FINANCIAL AWARENESS

 # PM Narendra Modi released a commemorative coin 
worth Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary. 
 - Rs. 150

 # What is the household income limit for borrowers of 
NBFC-MFI in rural areas? - 1.25 lakh

 # India recently received the first tranche of details about 
the Indian Citizens account in which institution?  
 - Swiss Banks

 # How much monetary assistance will be provided to the 
families of battle casualties after Government’s latest 
hike? - Rs 8 lakh

 # Which economy topped the Global Competitiveness 
Index 2019? - Singapore

 # Union Cabinet recently approved additional installment 
of how much percent Dearness Allowance to 
Government employees? - 5%

 # Government e-Marketplace (GeM. signed an MoU 
with which bank to offer funds transfer services to its 
registered users? - Union Bank of India

 # Which bank has recently reduced the marginal cost-
based lending rate (MCLR) by 0.05 percent?  
 - Allahabad Bank

 # Which international organization has recently published 
a report about the violation of labour rights in tea gardens 
of an Indian state? - Oxfam

 # Which Indian Airlines became the first in the world to 
use Taxibot on an A-320 aircraft with passengers on 
board? - Air India

 # The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has reduced 
India's GDP growth forecast for the year 2019-20 from 7 
percent to what percentage? - 6.1 percent

 # What percentage of growth was recorded in the recently 
concluded Livestock Census in India as compared to 
the year 2012? - 4.63 percent

 # According to which organisation's report, India's 
economic growth rate for the year 2019 and 2020 will be 
6.1% and 7% respectively? - IMF

 # How many days IRCTC’s Special Buddha Circuit train 
will take to complete its journey?   
 - Eight

The Indian Institute of Public Administration (IIPA) has signed an MoU with International Solar 
Alliance (ISA) for capacity building of its member countries.

 # Which country released postage stamps on the occasion 
of 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi?  
 - France

 # Which country’s PM arrived for an official visit in 
India on October 3, 2019? - Bangladesh

 # Which country has announced to leave membership of 
OPEC? - Ecuador

 # Which country has fined 80 people and groups for 
alleged 1MDB payments? - Malaysia

 # India has condemned which country’s military 
offensive in Syria? - Turkey

 # Which United Nations’ agency recently became the 
first to make transactions in cryptocurrency?  
 - UNICEF

 # In which country more than 3,000 women watched a 
football match in the stadium for the first time in nearly 
40 years? - Iran

 # Which country has recently deployed additional 3,000 
troops to Saudi Arabia? - USA

 # The United States recently imposed sanctions on 
which country over its incursion into Syria?  
 - Turkey

 # Which travel gZiants collapsed recently due to 
bankruptcy? - Thomas Cook

 # The RBI has imposed restrictions on the functioning of 
which co-operative bank? - PMC

 # The central government announced how much hike in 
the pension paid to the families of central government 
employees dying within 7 years of service?  
 - 50 percent

 # PM Narendra Modi announced how much grant for the 
Pacific Islands Developing States recently?  
 - USD 12 million

 # Which train is India’s first corporate-run train that is 
slated to run from Lucknow to Delhi?   
 - Tejas Express

 # Who is the author of the book ‘Reset: Regaining India’s 
Economic Legacy’, which was launched recently? 
 - Subramanian Swamy

 # Which fast fashion retailer has filed for bankruptcy? 
 - Forever 21

 # Under Swachh Bharat Mission, India built how many 
toilets for 60 crore people? - 11 crore

 # Who won the silver medal in the World Boxing 
Championship 2019? - Amit Panghal

 # Which wrestler pulled out of his title bout due to injury 
at the World Wrestling Championships 2019?  
 - Deepak Punia
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

 # Which film has been nominated for Oscar 2019 as 
India’s official entry? - Gully Boy

 # Which Indian business school has been ranked among 
Top 10 Forbes Best International 1-Year Business 
Schools 2019? - ISB Hyderabad

 # When is the National Unity Day observed every year 
in India? - 31st October

 # Which nation topped the IMD World Digital 
Competitiveness Ranking 2019?   
 - United States

 # Which anniversary did Google celebrate on September 
27, 2019? - 21st

 # How many countries including India have signed an 
agreement to stop the spread of online fake news? 
 - 20

 # When was the first World Cotton Day celebrated? 
 - October 7, 2019

 # Which newspaper recently announced to stop its print 
venture and go digital completely?   
 - Daily News & Analysis

 # After Union Cabinet’s approval, what is the new 
honorarium amount that will be given to ASHA 
workers? - Rs 2000

 # What is the name of India's first female graduate 
(Hons) for whom Google has recently dedicated a 
doodle? - Kamini Roy

 # On which social media platform, Prime Minister Modi 
has become the world's most-followed global leader? 
 - Instagram

 # What is the rank of India in Global Hunger Index 
2019? - 102

 # What percentage of Indian Children are underweight 
as per the recently released UNICEF report?  
 - 33 per cent

 # What is the strike range of land-attack version of BrahMos 
supersonic cruise missile? - 290km

 # What is the name of Chandrayaan-2’s payload that 
found charged particles on the Moon?   
 - CLASS

 # What is the name of NASA’s recently launched a 
satellite to study the ionosphere?   
 - ICON

 # How many women astronauts did a spacewalk, without 
a male astronaut, for the first time in the history of 
Space? - Two

 # Who has won the Formula 1 Singapore Grand Prix 
recently? - Sebastian Vettel

 # Who won the FIFA's Best Men's Player Award 2019 
for his outstanding performance recently?  
 - Lionel Messi

 # Who has become the first Indian cricketer to bowl 3 
maidens in T20Is? - Deepti Sharma

 # Which American sprinter recently won the gold medal 
in the World Athletics Championship by completing 100 
meters in 9.76 seconds? - Christian Colman

 # Who  scored his maiden test century during India’s first 
test against South Africa? - Mayank Agarwal

 # Who from the following became the second fastest 
Indian to take 200 Test wickets?   
 - Ravindra Jadeja

 # In which place India's first floating basketball court has 
started? - Mumbai

 # Which Indian cricketer has become the first Indian 
player who played 100 T20 internationals?  
 - Harmanpreet Kaur

 # Which Indian player has become the first Indian athlete 
to qualify for Tokyo Olympics 2020 in individual 
competition? - Avinash Sable

 # Who has become the first Indian captain to score 40 
hundreds? - Virat Kohli

 # Which Indian woman athlete has broken her own 
national record in the 59th National Open Athletics 
Championship and won the gold medal in the women's 
100m event? - Duti Chand

 # Which medal was won by Indian boxer Manju Rani in 
the 48-kilogram weight category of the Women's World 
Boxing Championships? - Silver

 # Which Indian player has won Dutch Open Badminton 
2019? - Lakshya Sen

 # Which rule will decide a winner during a tie match as 
per the new ICC rule? - Super Over

Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde, currently second in seniority in the Supreme Court, will be India’s new 
Chief Justice, heading the highest judicial court of the country.

 # The Delhi University and Zoological Survey of India 
recently discovered a new species of the frog in which 
state? - Arunachal Pradesh

 # Which college would be hosting the 2nd edition of the 
Singapore - India Hackathon?     
 - IIT Madras

 # Which Indian classical musician has been honoured with 
a planet named after him? - Pandit Jasraj
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ABBREVIATIONS IMPORTANT DAyS AND DATES

ECONOMIC GlOSSARy BOOKS & AUTHORS

01

03

05

02

04

Development Economics
Development economics is a branch of 
economics that deals with improving fiscal, 
economic, and social conditions in developing 
countries. Development economics considers 
factors such as health, education, working 
conditions, domestic and international 
policies, and market condition with a focus on 
improving conditions in the world's poorest 
countries. Development economics involves 
the creation of theories and methods that aid 
in the determination of policies and practices 
implemented at either the domestic or the 
international level. 

The field also examines both macroeconomic 
and microeconomic factors relating to the 
structure of developing economies, and 
domestic and international economic growth. 
Macroeconomics refers to broadly influencing 
factors such as interest rates, whereas 
microeconomics relates to individual influences.

Some aspects of development economics include 
determining to what extent rapid population 
growth helps or hinders development, the 
structural transformation of economies, and 
the role of education and health care in 
development. They also include international 
trade and globalization, sustainable 
development, the effect of epidemics such as 
HIV and AIDS, and the impact of catastrophes 
on economic and human development.

Prominent development economists include 
Jeffrey Sachs, Hernando de Soto Polar, and 
Nobel Laureates Simon Kuznets, Amartya Sen 
and Joseph Stiglitz and 2019 Economics Nobel 
Laureate Abhijit Banerjee.

January 1 Army Medical Corps Establishment Day
January 6 World War Orphans Day
January 9 Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, NRI Day
January 10 World Laughter Day
January 12 National youth Day
January 15 Indian Army Day
January 23 Netaji Jayanti
January 25 National Voters Day
January 27 World Leprosy Day
January 28 Lala Lajpat Rai Jayanti
January 30 Sarvodaya Diwas/ Shaheed Diwas

ATVM :  Automatic Ticket Vending Machine 
NAM :  Non-Aligned Movement
AFRS :  Automated Facial Recognition System
NACIN :  National Academy of Customs, Indirect 

Taxes and Narcotics 
STEP : Support to Training and Employment 

Programme for Women
DSCI :  Data Security Council of India
ITMS  : Intelligent Traffic Monitoring System

KASHMIR LAND 
OF REGRETS

THE FAR FIELD

THE CUT OUT 
GIRL

MILKMAN

bA

:- Moosa Raza

:- Giriraj Kishore

:- Anna Burns

:- Bart Vanes

:- Madhuri Vijay

Indian Railways started a pilot project, allowing e-commerce consignments on its EMU services in 
non-peak hours.



11

THE PEOPLEAPPOINTMENTS

JANUARY 2020  MICA

Girish Chandra Murmu

Girish Chandra Murmu (59) 
took oath as the first Lieutenant 

Governor of Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir on 31 October 
2019. He was administered the 
Oath of Office and Secrecy by 
Justice Gita Mittal, Chief Justice of 
Jammu and Kashmir High Court at 
function held at Raj Bhawan at the 
foothills of the Zaberwan range. He 
will preside over the last Governor 
of Jammu and Kashmir (position now abolished), Satya Pal 
Malik who now moves to Goa for the remainder of his tenure as 
the governor.  The reorganization of erstwhile State of Jammu 
& Kashmir into Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh came into existence on the birth anniversary of Iron 
man of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. The creation of two 
new UTs of J&K and Ladakh follows a landmark decision 
by centre to abrogate Article 370 and 35A of constitution 
on 5 August 2019.  About Girish Chandra Murmu Born 21 
November 1959, G C Murmu is an MBA in public service 
and also holds a post graduate in political science. He is a 1985 
batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of Gujarat 
cadre and has served as principal secretary to Narendra Modi 
during his tenure as Chief Minister of Gujarat.  He took charge 
as the first Lieutenant Governor of J&K 
after the formation of new Union territory 
of Jammu and Kashmir under the Jammu 
and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019.  
NOTE:  Lieutenant Governors are appointed 
by President of India for a term of 5 years.

Radha Krishna Mathur

In a simple but historic 
ceremony, Chief Justice of 

the High Court of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Justice Gita Mittal 
administered oath of office to 
Shri R.K. Mathur as the new Lt. 
Governor of the Union Territory 
of Ladakh.
Centre has also appointed Umang 
Narula, a 1989-batch IAS officer, 
as the advisor to newly-appointed 
Lt Governor of Ladakh.  At present, Umang is posted as 
principal secretary to Jammu and Kashmir Governor Satya 
Pal Malilk.  SS Khandare, a 1995-batch IPS officer, has been 
appointed Head of Police of Union Territory of Ladakh.  
Radha Krishna Mathur is a retired 1977 batch IAS officer 
of Tripura cadre. In November 2018, he retired as Chief 

Rafael Grossi

Rafael Mariano Grossi 
of Argentina has been 

appointed as the new Director 
General of International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), a United 
Nations’ nuclear watchdog. The 
Argentine diplomat will succeed 
late Yukiya Amano as the new 
chief of IAEA.  
The 58-year-old Gossi will be 
appointed for a term of four years 
and will assume office no later than 1 January 2020. He will 
be the sixth head of IAEA since it was founded more than 
six decades ago in 1957.  He will preside over the 2020 
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons at the UN headquarter in 
New York from April to May 2020.  About International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) It is an international 
organization that promotes peaceful use of nuclear energy 
as well as inhibits the use of nuclear energy for any military 
purpose including nuclear weapons. It was established on 
29 July 1957 with its headquarters in Vienna, Austria. It 
was created as an autonomous organisation through its own 
international treaty, the IAEA Statute. Even though IAEA 
is established independently of United Nations, it reports 
to both United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) and 
United Nations Security Council (UNSC). IAEA General 
Conference consists of representatives of all 171 Member 
States.  
Rafael Grossi is a nuclear and diplomatic veteran from 
Buenos Aires in Argentina. He chaired expert panels on 
UN Register of Conventional Arms in 1997 and 2000. He 
was the chief political coordinator at Argentine Foreign 
Ministry from 2007-10, before being named an ambassador 
to Belgium, while doubling as Argentine envoy to United 
Nations office in Geneva. He served as a diplomat for a 
decade before holding several senior positions within UN. 
He has been Argentina’s ambassador to Slovakia, Slovenia 
and Austria and permanent representative to international 
organisations in Vienna since 2013.  From 2002 to 2007, 
he headed the IAEA headquarters in Vienna (Austrian 
capital) and UN’s Organisation for Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) in The Hague, Netherlands. In 2010, 
IAEA had appointed Grossi as its assistant director-general 
for a stint of three years. He also headed 
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), which is 
a multinational export control regime, the 
Convention on Nuclear Security and was 
deputy to the head of OPCW between 2014 
and 2016.

Union Minister of State for Culture & Tourism (IC), Prahlad Singh Patel launched the E-Portal of 
CCRT ‘Digital Bharat Digital Sanskriti' and CCRT YouTube Channel today in New Delhi.
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under Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).  It develops, 
sanitises, upgrades, maintains and manages 
facilities for cross-border movement of 
passengers as well as goods at designated 
points along India’s international borders. 
It also manages several Integrated Check 
Posts (ICPs) all across Borders of India.

Pravind Jugnauth

The incumbent Prime Minister 
of Mauritius Pravind 

Jugnauth has been sworn in for 
five-year term after elections in 
which his coalition consolidated 
its grip on parliament. His 
swearing-in took place at the 
residence of President Barlen 
Vyapoory. 
The 57 year old Jugnauth took the 
helm of one of Africa’s wealthiest 
countries without going through a vote when his father 
stepped down in 2017. 
The decisive victory of his centre-right Morisian Alliance 
in the 7 November elections has now strengthened his 
legitimacy.  
PM Pravind Jugnauth’s proposed new cabinet includes 23 
members includes three women. 
It includes newcomer Kalpana Koonjoo-Shah, who will 
take over the gender equality Ministry.  
The Morisian Alliance claimed 42 of 70 seats in parliament, 
defeating centre-left National Alliance of Navin Ramgoolam, 
which secured 17 seats, and Mauritian Militant Movement 
of Paul Berenger, which garnered nine seats.  
Since attaining independence from Britain in 1968, Indian 
Ocean island nation of Mauritius has become one of most 
stable democracies in Africa. Mauritius, situated roughly 
1,800 kilometres (1,100 miles) off the 
eastern coast of Africa, has evolved from 
a poor, agriculture-based economy to a 
relatively wealthy financial services hub 
and tourist beacon.

Former top-ranked men's singles tennis player Andy Murray won his first title since March 2017 after 
beating Stan Wawrinka in the final of the European Open.

Information Commissioner(CIC) of India. He has also 
held position as- Union Defence Secretary, Union Defence 
Production Secretary, Union Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSME) Secretary and Chief Secretary of 
Tripura.  
New Provision for Ladakh as a UT 
The creation of two new Union Territories of Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh follows a landmark decision by the 
centre to abrogate Article 370 and 35A of the constitution 
on 5 August 2019.  Under the new provision, Ladakh will 
be a Union Territory on the lines of Andaman and Nicobar, 
directly governed by Lieutenant Governor. Ladakh will have 
two Hill councils directly under Lieutenant Governor. Also, 
the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir will be common for 
both Ladakh and J&K.  Moreover, the Scheduled Lists of 
106 central laws will be applicable to two newly carved 
UT’s, which includes the Aadhaar Act, 2016, Indian Penal 
Code (IPC), 1860, and Right to Education Act (RTE), 
2009. Moreover, the bodies such as SC 
commission, ST commission and Minority 
commission will be setup in both UTs.  
NOTE: Ladakh has a population of nearly 3 
lakh and is strategically located as it shares 
borders with Pakistan as well as China.

Aditya Mishra

The Appointments Committee 
of Cabinet (ACC) chaired by 

PM Narendra Modi has approved 
the appointment of Senior Indian 
Police Service (IPS) officer 
Aditya Mishra as the chairman of 
the Land Ports Authority of India 
(LPAI). He was appointed on the 
recommendations of a search-
cum-selection panel.  Aditya 
Mishra is a 1989 batch IPS officer 
of Uttar Pradesh cadre. He is presently posted as ADG, 
CBCID, Uttar Pradesh Police. He has been appointed as 
LPAI chairman for a period of five years from the date of 
assumption of the charge.  About Land Ports Authority of 
India (LPAI) LPAI is a statutory body set up by Land Ports 
Authority of India Act, 2010 on 1 March 2012. It works 
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He has been working 
for over two decades 
to foster dialogues 
between Chinese People 
and Uighur Muslims.  
He was sentenced to life 
in prison in September 
2014 for his activism. 
Experts believe that he 
is a voice of moderation and settlement in spite of what he 
has suffered. 
Chinese government convicted him of creating hatred and 
terror through his teaching on Uighur issues.  
Ilham Tohti’s work and prison 

 # European Parliament awarded him Sakharov Prize of 
human rights and described him a voice of moderation 
and reconciliation. 

 # As per the official website of the European Union 
Parliament, he was the host of Uyghur Online website 
where he used to criticize policies of the Chinese 
government for the exclusion of China's Uyghur 
population from Chinese development. 

 # He was creating greater awareness about the status of 
the Uighur community in Chinese society. 

 # The Chinese government declared him a separatist 
because of his actions and finally sentenced to life in 
prison.

Awards and Recognitions 
 # In 2014, he was awarded PEN/Barbara Goldsmith 

Freedom to Write Award for his work in the face of 
adversity. 

 # In 2016 he was conferred with Martin Ennals 
Award for his restless work in the field of Human 
Rights. 

 # Apart from this, he also won Liberal International 
Prize for Freedom in 2017 and nominated for Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2019.  

What is Uighur issue? 
In recent years, Uighur people have become a subject of 
unparallel repression by the Chinese government. 
As per the data provided by European 
Union Parliament, more than 1 million 
Uighur Muslims have been detained in 
internment camps where they are forced to 
give up their religious and ethnic identity 
and swear loyalty of Chinese government.

National Panchayat Awards 2019

Union Minister of 
Panchayati Raj 

Narendra Singh Tomar 
conferred the National 
Panchayat Awards 2019 
at a function in New 
Delhi.
The Minister also 
launched a Spatial 
Planning Application called ‘Gram Manchitra’ which is a 
Geo Spatial based decision support system for panchayats.
The panchayats can utilize this App to plan, develop and 
monitor developmental activities on real time basis.  
Panchayati Raj Ministry has been incentivizing the 
best performing Panchayats as recommended by State 
Governments since 2011-12.  
The awards are given to best performing Panchayats in 
recognition of their good work at different levels such as 
delivery of services and sanitation.  
As many as 246 Awards were given to awardee Panchayats 
and States in various categories. 
The awards were conferred in following categories– 195 
awards were conferred under Deen Dayal Upadhyay 
Panchayat Sashaktikaran Puraskar category, in recognition 
of good work done for improving delivery of services and 
public goods. 
20 Gram Panchayats in Nanaji Deshmukh Rashtriya Gaurav 
Gram Sabha Puraskar category, for their outstanding 
contribution to socio-economic development by involving 
Gram Sabhas. 
3 Gram Panchayats in Gram Panchayat Development Plan 
(GPDP) Award 22 Gram Panchayats were awarded in Child-
Friendly Gram Panchayats Award, for best performing 
Panchayats/Village Councils (one in each State/UT) for 
adopting child-friendly practices. 
6 states were awarded under e-Panchayat 
Puraskar category, for promoting 
e-enablement of PRIs (Panchayati Raj 
Institutions) for bringing in efficiency, 
transparency and accountability in their 
functioning.

Sakharov Prize 2019

Ilham Tohti is a renowned Uighur activist who recently 
announced as a winner of Sakharov Prize of European 

Union. He is a human rights defender and advocate of 
China's Uighur minority. 

Jennifer Aniston to receive People’s Icon Award 2019 at the 2019 People’s Choice Awards.
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The 2019 edition of award recognises the exemplary and 
humanitarian work done by social activists in fields and 
issues related to modern forms of slavery and for victim 
rehabilitation. The awards are in currently in its 15th year.
The annual award is established by the Harmony 
Foundation and is endorsed by Missionaries of Charities. 
The theme by Harmony Foundation for 2019 is ‘Combating 
Contemporary Forms of Slavery’.
Harmony Foundation has taken this initiative to recognise 
individuals and organizations engaged in campaign to 
initiate practical ways to eradicate the modern day slavery 
evil which includes child labour, bonded labour, human 
trafficking, organ trafficking and child militants.
2019 laureates of Mother Teresa Memorial Awards:
Kailash Satyarthi, India: For fighting child labour and 
trafficking in India and Southeast Asia. He is the founder 
of Bachpan Bachao Andolan. He also won the Nobel Peace 
Prize (2014) for his work.
Robert Bilheimer, United States: For using his skills as 
a filmmaker to raise awareness about modern forms of 
slavery and inspiring fight against them.
Junior Nzita Nsuami: For leading an international 
campaign through United Nations (UN) against the use of 
child soldiers in war. He is a former child soldier.
Ajeet Singh: For his efforts in creating the first red-light area 
in India free   of commercial sexual exploitation of children.
Alezandra Russell: For helping neglected and ignored 
young boys in red-light districts of Thailand. He is the 
founder of Urban Light.
Hasina Kharbhih: For rescuing and empowering over 
72,000 vulnerable victims from fate of human trafficking. 
She is the founder of Impulse Empower.
Rob Williams: U. For persistently protecting and 
supporting children in armed conflicts in some of the 
world’s most hostile regions. He is CEO of WarChild UK.
Priti Patkar: For his holistic approach in trying to abolish 
intergenerational prostitution. She is an activist and social 
worker from India.
PRERANA: For their holistic approach in their attempts to 
abolish intergenerational prostitution and protecting children 
vulnerable to commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking.
Four Associations also received awards:
Doctors Against Forced Organ Harvesting (DAFOH)– 
USA: For raising awareness over the decades in medical 
community and civil society about unethical organ 
harvesting (especially in China).
For Free A Girl: for uniquely reintegrating former sex 
workers into civil society by training them to become future 

Vyas Samman 2018 & 2019

The 28th Vyas 
Samman for the 

year 2018 was conferred 
on well known Hindi 
writer Leeladhar Jagoori 
at a function in New 
Delhi today.  Mr Jagoori 
has been chosen for the 
prestigious award for his 
poetry collection- Jitne 
Log Utne Prem. Renowned Author and Scholar Govind 
Mishra gave away the award to him. 
A novel by noted Hindi author and Sahitya Akademi 
awardee Nasera Sharma, Kaagaz Ki Naav (Paper Boat), 
published in 2014 has been chosen for the 29th Vyas 
Samman. Born in 1948 in Allahabad, Sharma has a 
master’s degree in Persian language and literature; and has 
a command over Hindi, Urdu, English and Pashto. 
The Vyas Samman, started in 1991, is given by K K Birla 
Foundation for an outstanding literary work in Hindi 
authored by an Indian citizen published during the last 10 
years. It carries an award money of four lakh rupees along 
with a citation and plaque.
About Vyas Samman 
The prestigious award was started in 1991 and is conferred 
especially for contributions to Hindi literature. It is given by K 
K Birla Foundation for an outstanding literary work in Hindi 
authored by an Indian citizen published during 
last 10 years. It carries a prize money of Rs. 
4 lakh along with a citation and plaque. The 
KK Birla Foundation also confers Saraswati 
Samman and Bihari Puraskar for literature in 
Indian languages.

Mother Teresa Memorial Awards 
for Social Justice 2019

This year’s Mother 
Teresa Memorial 

Awards for Social 
Justice (MTMA) 
dedicated to the memory 
of the Saint of Kolkata, 
went to a number of 
people from India and 
abroad. The awards 
will be presented to the 
laureates on 3 November 2019 in Mumbai.
Key Highlights

The Defence Acquisition Council has approved 3 projects worth Rs 3,300 crore of “indigenously 
designed and developed equipments”.
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advocates. It is a relief organization dedicated to free young 
girls from forced prostitution as well as prosecutes offenders.
JEEVIKA (Jeeta Vimukti Karnataka): For freeing over 
30,000 bonded labourers and for its commitment to total 
eradication of practice in Karnataka.
Office for Rescue of Yazidis: For working 
in one of the world’s most hostile regions to 
rescue all vulnerable Yazidi women and girls 
from evil clutches of Islamic State (IS) group.

JCB Prize for Literature for 2019

The 27-year-old, 
Madhuri Vijay has 

won the JCB Prize for 
Literature 2019 for her 
debut novel ‘The Far 
Field’. She has been 
selected from a shortlist 
featuring novels from 
five accomplished 
writers. She is also a 
recipient of Henfield Prize and the Pushcart Prize.  About 
JCB Prize for Literature It is an annual Indian literary 
award founded in 2018. It is the richest literary honour in 
the country. It is awarded to a distinguished work of fiction 
by an Indian writer working in English or to a translated 
fiction by an Indian writer.  Publishers are allowed, per 
imprint, to enter 2 novels originally written in English and 
2 novels translated into English from any another language. 
In case of a winner whose book has been translated into 
English from a different language, the translator receives 
an additional prize of Rs.10 lakh.  The 
award consists of cash prize of Rs.25 
lakh (US$38400). The award is funded by 
English construction manufacturing group 
JCB, which established the JCB Literature 
Foundation to maintain this award.

Raja Ram Mohan Roy National Award 
for Excellence in Journalism

The Press Council 
of India (PCI) has 

awarded this year’s 
Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy National Award 
for Excellence in 
Journalism to Rajasthan 
Patrika group chairman 
Gulab Kothari. The 
awards will be presented on the occasion of National Press 
Day on 16 November 2019.  The selection of awardees was 

carried out by a jury comprising of eminent members of 
PCI like Jai Shankar Gupta, Balwinder Singh and Ashok 
Upadhyaya among others.  About National Awards for 
Excellence in Journalism The Awards have been instituted 
to recognize outstanding contribution of journalists or 
photo journalists of the country in print journalism.  The 
award is given in eight categories such as Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy National Award for Excellence in Journalism among 
others. It carries a cash prize and a citation for each category.  
Only for the Raja Ram Mohan Roy award for excellence in 
journalism, the cash prize is worth Rs.1,00,000 and the jury 
committee itself decides the nominations for category and 
therefore no entries are invited.  Other Winners of National 
Awards for Excellence in Journalism 2019 These entire 
awards carry a citation and a cash prize of Rs.50000.  Gender 
Based Reporting category: Anuradha Mascarenhas, Indian 
Express Senior Editor and Ruby Sarkar of Deshbandhu 
are the joint winners  Rural Journalism category:  Sanjay 
Saini, Correspondent, Dainik Bhaskar, Mandi, and Raj 
Chengappa, Group Editorial Director, India Today, are 
the joint winners  Developmental Reporting category: 
Shiva Swarup Awasthi, Senior Reporter of Dainik Jagran, 
and Anu Abrahim, Sub-Editor of Matrubhumi, Calicut  
Financial Reporting category: Sandeep Singh, Indian 
Express Associate Editor and Special Correspondent 
Krishn Kaushik  Photo Journalism-Single News Picture 
category: P G Unnikrishnan, Senior Photographer, The 
Mathrubhumi, and Akhil E S, News Photographer, 
Mathrubhumi  Photo Journalism-Photo 
Feature category: Sipra Das, Consulting 
Editor (Photography), India Empire 
Magazine and Parliamentarian Magazine  
Sports Reporting category: Saurabh Duggal 
, Hindustan Times

Infosys Prizes 2019

The winners of the 
Infosys Prize 2019 

in six categories were 
announced by Infosys 
Science Foundation 
(ISF). The awardees 
were selected from 196 
nominations by a panel 
of 6 jurors. The awards 
to winning professors 
will be conferred by Nobel laureate Amartya Sen on 7 
January 2020.
Infosys Prize 2019 for science and research awardees
Awarded for contributions is given in six categories of 
science and research –
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Kais Saied has sworn in as the President of Tunisia. He succeeds the late Beji Caid Essebsi, who died 

in office in July.

Engineering & Computer Sciences: Sunita Sarawagi, for 
her research in databases, data mining, machine learning 
(ML) as well as natural language processing, and for 
important applications of these research techniques.
Humanities: Manu V. Devadevan, for his original and 
wide-ranging work on pre-modern South India.
Life Sciences: Manjula Reddy, for her groundbreaking 
discoveries concerning the structure of cell walls in 
bacteria.
Mathematical Sciences: Siddhartha Mishra, for his 
outstanding contributions to Applied Mathematics. This 
included designing numerical tools for solving problems 
in real world.
Physical Sciences: Mugesh, for his seminal work in 
chemical synthesis of small molecules and nanomaterials 
for biomedical applications.
Social Science: Anand Pandian, for his imaginative work 
on ethics, selfhood and the creative process.
About Infosys Prize
It is an annual award given by the Infosys Science 
Foundation. It is conferred to scientists, researchers, 
engineers and social scientists of Indian Origin (not 
necessarily born in India). The prize was awarded in 2008 
and is ranked among the highest monetary awards in India 
to recognize research.
The prize for each category includes a 
citation certificate, a gold medal, and prize 
money of $100,000 (around 70 lakh in 
Indian Rupees) and the prize purse is tax 
free in hands of winners in India.

Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development 2019

David Attenborough, 
a renowned 

naturalist, has been 
conferred with the 
Indira Gandhi Prize for 
Peace, Disarmament 
and Development 2019 
for his tireless efforts 
towards awakening 
the humankind to the 
need to preserve and protect the planet’s biodiversity.  Sir 
David Attenborough, as he is popularly known, has been 
recognized with the award for his lifetime worth of work to 
reveal the wonders of the natural world and awaken mankind 
to live in a sustainable and harmonious way and stop being a 
“plague on earth”.  The 2019 prize winner was announced by 

the International Jury of the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development, chaired by former Indian 
President Pranab Mukherjee.
David Attenborough is a natural historian and broadcaster, 
known for producing and anchoring the most compelling 
visual documentaries and histories of animal and plant 
life on the Earth.  He has written a number of fascinating 
books on his environmental projects and managed to 
draw attention to one of the most destructive forces of the 
current era- the threat to nature posed by the predatory 
humankind.  He has played the role of the powerful and 
persuasive voice that stressed on the need to heed warnings 
of looming ecological disaster in order to maintain the 
earth’s ecological balance and to cherish 
and preserve the natural world.  For years, 
through his programmes and books, he has 
educated generations of ordinary people 
of the glory of life on our planet and the 
dangers that imperil it.

Italian Golden Sand Art Award

Sudarsan Pattnaik 
has become the first 

Indian to win the Italian 
Golden Sand Art Award, 
2019. He was felicitated 
at the International 
Scorrna Sand Nativity 
Fete in Italy.  Pattnaik 
created a 10-foot-
high sand sculpture of 
Mahatma Gandhi along with Russian artist Pavel Minilkov. 
Around 8 sculptors from different countries participated in the 
event.  Pattnaik was born in 1977 in Puri District of Odisha. 
Sudarsan Pattnaik was born in a poor family. The Coastal 
sea paved way for him to become a sand artist though he 
wanted to contribute in shaping the field of education.  
Sudarsan has participated in more than 60 international 
sand art festivals. He has so far won 27 championship 
prizes. He was awarded the Padma Shri by the Indian 
Government in 2014.  
He has also bagged various national award like National 
Youth Award (2004–05), National Tourism Award (2005–
06), People of the Year Award by Limca Book in 2009 and 
Young Indian Leadership Award by CNN IBN in 2010. 
He also got Honorary Doctorate from 
Berhampur University, Odisha in 2012, 
following by this year he set a Guinness 
World Record for creating World's Tallest 
Sand Castle. In 2014 he was honoured 
Padma Shri By Govt of India.
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126th Emperor Naruhito of Japan took the throne. After the coronation ceremony was completed, 

Emperor Akihito handed over the 'Chrysanthemum Throne' (throne) to his son Naruhito.

Nabaneeta Dev Sen

Nabaneeta Dev Sen, Sahitya 
Academy Award winner 

and a noted writer, has passed 
away.

She had been battling with 
cancer for a long time. Nabaneeta 
was the first wife of economist 
Amartya Sen.  Nabaneeta Dev 
Sen was married in the year 
1958 to the famous economist 
Amartya Sen, who has been 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 1998. Nabaneeta Devsen and 
Amartya Sen have two daughters. She was a poet, novelist 
and storyteller.

About Nabaneeta Dev Sen 

 # She was born on January 13, 1938, in Kolkata to 
Narendranath Dev and Radharani Devi. Both her 
parents were poets. 

 # She completed her graduation from Presidency 
College, Kolkata. She was known as a poet, a 
novelist, a columnist and the author of short stories 
and. She was also known for her research on the 
Ramayana. 

 # Nabaneeta Dev Sen also served as a teacher at 
Oxford University and Colorado College in the 
USA. She also taught comparative literature at 
Jadavpur University. 

 # She married economist Amartya Sen in 1958 but they 
divorced in 1976. 

 # Nabaneeta had served as a member of the jury of 
some important literary awards like - Jnanpith award, 
Saraswati Samman, Kabir Samman, and Rabindra 
Puraskar.

Literary works of Nabaneeta Dev Sen 

 # The first collection of her poems was published in 
1959 with title Pratham Pratyay.

 # She has written poems, short stories, plays, criticism, 
travelogues, essays and children’s literature.

 # Her collections of short stories are known for the 
combination of humour, intellect and human concern.

 # Nabaneeta Dev Sen translated 16th century Bengali 
Ramayana into English with a critical introduction and 
annotations.

TN Seshan

Former chief election 
commissioner TN Seshan 

passed away in Chennai. He was 
not keeping well for the past 
couple of years.

A 1955 batch IAS officer of the 
Tamil Nadu cadre, Seshan had led 
the Election Commission from 
1990 to 1996. He held various key 
posts in the government including 
that of Defence Secretary and 
Cabinet Secretary.

But he gained popularity only after he took over as the 
Chief Election Commissioner in 1990. Known for his 
no-nonsense attitude, Seshan was credited with ushering 
in major electoral reforms during his tenure as the chief 
election commissioner.

Tirunellai Narayana Iyer Seshan was born on 15 December 
1932 in Thirunellai, Palakkad district, Kerala. T. N. 
Seshan and E. Sreedharan were classmates at BEM High 
School and Victoria College in Palakkad. Both of them 
were selected for Engineering in Kakinada (Jawaharlal 
Nehru Technological University) however E. Sreedharan 
decided to pursue it, while T. N. Seshan decided to join 
MCC (Madras Christian College). After joining the IAS, 
he went to study at Harvard University on Edward S. 
Mason Fellowship where he earned a master's degree in 
public administration. 

He was a 1955 batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) 
officer of Tamil Nadu cadre, best remembered as the 
man who cleaned up elections in India. He was the 10th 
Chief Election Commissioner of India (1990–96), who 
reformed elections by largely ending its malpractices in 
the country and redefined the status and visibility of the 
Election Commission of India. 

His tenure (1990-1996) has seen the Prime Ministers 
like Chandra Shekhar, P. V. Narasimha Rao, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee and H. D. Deve Gowda. As a chief election 
commissioner he succeeded V. S. Ramadevi and was 
succeeded by M. S. Gill.

An Indian Administrative Service officer, he earlier served 
as the 18th Cabinet Secretary of India in 1989 (27 March 
1989 – 23 December 1989, Prime Minister- Rajiv Gandhi, 
Preceded by B. G. Deshmukh

Succeeded by V. C. Pande). He won the Ramon Magsaysay 
Award for government service in 1996. 
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 # Vasistha Narayan worked at IIT Kanpur, IIT 
Bombay and ISI Kolkata. He got married in 1973. 
He suffered from mental illness schizophrenia soon 
after marriage.

 # He also worked with NASA when he surprised many 
people with his mathematic skills. It is also believed 
that as a student at Patna Science College, he used to 
interrupt his math teacher when he taught something 
wrong. 

 # It is believed that He brought 10 boxes of books with 
him from the USA.

Branko Lustig

Croatian-born Auschwitz 
concentration camp survivor 

Branko Lustig, who became a 
film producer in Hollywood and 
won an Oscar for ‘Schindler’s 
List’, has died at the age of 88.

Mr. Lustig was born on June 
10, 1932, in Osijek, Yugoslavia. 
After the Nazis invaded, he and 
his parents fled to Hungary, 
where his grandparents lived. But 
the safety they hoped for did not materialize.

His father, Mirko, a maitre d’hotel, was sent to a labor camp 
and died there. Branko and his mother, Vilma (Gütter) 
Lustig, were deported to Auschwitz in 1943.

As a film producer, Lustig won two Oscars, one of them 
for ‘Schindler’s List’, which tells the story of a German 
who saved hundreds of Jews during WWII. Mr. Lustig, 
who went on to win a second Oscar as a producer of 
Ridley Scott’s “Gladiator” (2000). He is the only person 
born in the territory of present-day Croatia to have won 
two Academy Awards. Other major Hollywood films that 
Lustig worked on as a producer or executive producer 
include The Peacemaker (1997), Hannibal (2001), and 
Black Hawk Down (2001).

He was the president of Croatia’s annual Festival of 
Tolerance, which is aimed at “fostering critical thinking 
and the creation of a more tolerant society”.

The Festival of Tolerance began as the Jewish Film 
Festival, which was intended to raise awareness about 
and maintain collective memory of the Holocaust 
through films and personal testimonies about the WWII 
concentration camps.

India has jumped 14 places to take the 63rd position on the World Bank's ease of doing business 
ranking.

He was Cabinet Secretary, the senior most position in 
the Indian civil service hierarchy, and Member, Planning 
Commission of India, before being appointed the Chief 
Election Commissioner. He contested for the post of 
President of India in 1997 and lost to K.R. Narayanan. 
As the 10th Chief Election Commissioner of India, T.N. 
Seshan's name became synonymous with transparency and 
efficiency.

Books Authored

1995: The Degeneration of India

1995: A Heart Full of Burden

Bibliography

1994: Seshan: An intimate story, by K Govindan Kutty

Vashishtha Narayan Singh

The great mathematician 
Vashishtha Narayan 

Singh passed away in Patna 
on November 14. He was 74. 
Vashishtha Narayan Singh was 
suffering from mental illness 
schizophrenia for 40 years. 
Mathematician Vashistha 
Narayan Singh had challenged 
Einstein's theory and earned 
worldwide recognition. 

Chief Minister of Bihar Nitish Kumar paid tribute to 
him. Chief Minister said that he is saddened by this 
demise; he was a highly respected gentleman. Former 
CM Jitan Ram Manjhi also mourned the death of 
Vashistha Narayan Singh. Manjhi said that society 
has suffered irreparable damage due to the death of 
Vashistha Narayan Singh.

Who was Vashishtha Narayan Singh?

 # He was born on April 2, 1942, in a rural village 
Basantpur, Bihar.

 # Professor John Kelly of the University of California 
recognized his talent. He moved to America in 
1965. 

 # Mathematician Vashistha Narayan Singh earned his 
PhD in 1969 from the University of California.

 # He became an associate professor at Washington 
University. Vashistha Narayan also worked at NASA, 
but he returned to India in 1971.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Govt releases new political 
maps of  J&K and Ladakh.

IIT Delhi rolls out One 
Billion Dollar endowment 

fund.

5th India International 
Science Festival held in 

Kolkata.

IIT Delhi rolls out One billion Dollar 
endowment fund      21 Oct' 19

IIT Delhi will announce its Endowment Fund on October 
31, 2019 ahead of its Golden Jubilee Convocation 
ceremony. 

The aim is to collect funds from the alumni, bankers and 
industrialists. 
The institute has set its target as 1 billion USD.  
The Endowment funds are big source of income for top 
global universities. 
For instance, the endowment funds of Harvard and Stanford 
are over 39 billion USD and 27 billion USD respectively.  
Endowment funds 
The Endowment Fund is an investment fund established by 
an organization. 
There are three main types of Endowment Funds.  
Investment Policy-Here, there are constraints for investors. 
The investor is dictated on making his investments. 
Withdrawal Policy-a piece of the fund is established for the 
institution and it is allowed to withdraw a fixed amount at 
periods of installment. 
Usage Policy-the purpose of usage of funds are defined. 
The usage of the funds should be appropriate and adhere to 
the purposes. 
Working of University Endowment Funds 
The Endowments are designed in such a way that the 
principals are to be kept in tact while using the investment 
income for charitable efforts. 
Universities are allowed to use the rest of 
the amount as standard income. 
This helps to lower tuition costs for students.

The government approved a Rs 68,751-crore revival package for loss-making BSNL and MTNL.

Govt. approves raising of 2 operational 
commands for ITbP at Chandigarh and 

Guwahati      25 Oct' 19

Cabinet has approved a full cadre review for the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP). This has resulted in 
creation of more than 3,000 new posts and raising 

of two operational commands for ITBP that guards Line of 
Actual Control (LAC) with China.
The decision comes on the eve of ITBP’s 58th Raising Day 
observed every year on 24 October. 
The new commands are expected to be in place by 2020 
and will help in effective domination and control of LAC 
that is marred by harsh weather and high-altitude locations.  
Union government has cleared an about-1.5-year-old 
proposal of the force. The cadre review exercise of ITBP 
has been conducted after 18 years, as the last review was 
done in 2001. 
The review, for Group ‘A’ general duty (executive) cadre 
and non-general duty officials, will create more than 3,000 
new posts, including 60 in top command. 
It will also allow raising two commands along 3,488-km-
long LAC with China that force guards.  
Two New Commands: Western command to be based at 
Chandigarh and Eastern command at Guwahati, Assam. 
It will be headed by Additional Director General (ADG)-
rank officers and will have several frontiers under them that 
will oversee troops and battalion deployments along China 
front, starting from Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh. 
This command structure would allow better planning of 
operations as well as resource mobilisation in times of 
peace and war.  In 2019, Union government had moved the 
North West (NW) frontier of ITBP from Chandigarh to Leh 
for better dominance of front. 
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 # The demographic indicators include population and 

vital statistics, socio-economic indicators include 
employment, education, housing and amenities 
and sanitation and drinking water and health status 
indicators include the prevalence of common 
communicable and non-communicable diseases. 

 # However, the data is not only important to 
understand the health indicators in the nation 
but also to monitor the situation. The NHP 2019 
indicates significant progress in various health 
outcomes in the country.  

 # Further, the health finance section of the profile 
provides an overview of health insurance and 
expenditure on health, including both public and Out 
of Pocket Expenditure (OOP).  

 # The human resources section of the data provides an 
overview of the availability of manpower in the health 
sector, while the health infrastructure 
section provides details about the 
number of medical and dental colleges, 
nursing and paramedical courses and 
AYUSH Institutes in the country.

Container Cargo Movement begins in 
brahmaputra River      04 Nov' 19

A l a n d m a r k 
container cargo 
consignment 

will sail on inland 
waterway from the 
Haldia Dock Complex, 
Kolkata to the Inland 
Waterways Authority 
of India terminal at 
Pandu in Guwahati. 
It is to begin on November 4, 2019. The main objective 
of the waterway is to improve connectivity to the North 
Eastern Region. The containers will carry edible oil, 
petrochemicals, beverages, etc.  About the voyage The 
voyage will sail for a 12 to 15 days. It is 1425 km long. It 
is expected to establish technical and commercial viability 
of the IWT (Inland Waterway Transport) route. The water 
way is to be integrated with National Waterway-1 (river 
Ganga), NW-97 (Sunderbans), NW-2 (River Brahmaputra), 
Indo-Bangladesh Protocol (IBP) route. India-Bangladesh 
The Protocol on Inland Water Transit and Trade (PIWTT) 
between India and Bangladesh will allow mutually 
beneficial arrangements for the use of waterways for 
movement of goods between the countries. 

The frontier is headed by an Inspector General-rank officer 
who is equivalent to a Major General of Indian Army.  
ITBP is one of the seven Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF) of India under the authority of Union Ministry of 
Home Affairs. 
It was raised in the wake of the Sino-Indian 
War (1962) on 24 October 1962 under the 
CRPF Act. It was intended for deployment 
along India and Tibet border.

Health Minister Harsh Vardhan 
released National Health Profile 

2019      31 Oct' 19

Union Health 
M i n i s t e r 
H a r s h 

Vardhan released 
the 14th edition of 
the National Health 
Profile 2019.
The National Health 
Profile is prepared 
by the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence (CBHI). 
It provides a comprehensive framework on the socio-
economic health status and the status of demographic, 
health finance, health infrastructure and health of human 
resources in the country.  
The National Health Profile was first published in 2005. 
Ever since the profile has been released every year and this 
year, is its 14th edition.
Highlights
The National Health Profile helps the government 
navigate health needs and issues of the population and 
devise area-specific program strategies. Good-quality 
data can enable policymakers to make evidence-based 
policies and aid the effective implementation of various 
schemes.  

 # The e-book of the National Health Profile 2019 is a 
step towards realizing PM Modi’s vision of Digital 
India. According to the Health Minister, the NHP data 
should be highly disseminated so that it reaches more 
people who are looking to develop health interventions 
or programmes and digital documents enable wider 
dissemination of information.  

 # The National Health Profile – 2019 highlights 
important health information under major indicators 
such as demographic indicators, socio-economic 
indicators and health status indicators.  

New Delhi and Islamabad inked agreement on Kartarpur corridor.
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IAS Officer Sailesh assumed charge as secretary in the Department of Public Enterprises under the 

Union Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises.

Two stretches of Bangladesh waterways Sirajganj-
Daikawa and Ashuganj-Zakiganj are being 
developed on the IBP route at a total cost of 
Rs 305.84 crores. 80% of the project cost is 
being borne by India. These two routes will 
provide seamless navigation to and from 
North East India.

Govt releases new political maps of 
J&K and Ladakh      04 Nov' 19

The Centre 
released the 
political maps 

of newly formed 
Union Territories 
(UTs) of Jammu & 
Kashmir and Ladakh 
as well as the map 
of India depicting 
these new UTs.  This development comes as the erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kashmir was reorganized as the new 
UT of Jammu and Kashmir and the new UT of Ladakh on 
31 October 2019, under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and supervision of Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah.
Highlights 
The new maps depicting the new UTs of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Ladakh, as created on 31 October 2019, along 
with the map of India, are prepared by Survey General of 
India.  
The newly created UT of Ladakh consists of two districts 
of Kargil and Leh while the rest of the erstwhile state of 
Jammu and Kashmir is in UT of J&K. 
The Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) is the part of UT 
of J&K, while Gilgit-Baltistan is in UT of Ladakh.  The 
Union Territories (UTs) of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh 
were created after on recommendation of Parliament, the 
President effectively dismantled Article 370 of Indian 
Constitution and gave assent to the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Act, 2019.  
In the history of India, this is for the first time that a state 
was converted into two UTs. The total number of states 
in country has now risen to 28, while the total UTs have 
gone up to 9. The UT of J&K will now have a legislature 
such as Puducherry while Ladakh will stay a UT without 
legislature such as Chandigarh.  Jammu and Kashmir Map  
In 1947, the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir had 14 
districts namely- Udhampur, Anantnag, Poonch, Jammu, 
Gilgit, Baramulla, Leh and Ladakh, Kathua, Reasi, Mirpur, 

Muzaffarabad, Gilgit Wazarat, Chilhas and the Tribal 
Territory.  However by 2019, the government of erstwhile 
state of Jammu and Kashmir had reorganised the areas of 
these 14 districts into 28 districts. The names of new districts 
were – Srinagar, Pulwama, Kargil, Ramban, Kupwara, 
Bandipur, Ganderbal, Budgam, Kulgam, Shupian, Doda, 
Kishtivar, Samba and Rajouri. Out of these, the Kargil 
district was carved out from the area of   Leh and Ladakh 
district. The newly created map now depicts UT of J&K as 
comprising 22 districts.  
Ladakh Map
The Leh district of newly formed Union Territory of Ladakh 
has been defined in Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation 
(Removal of Difficulties) Second Order, 2019 (issued by 
President), to include areas of districts of 
Gilgit, Chilhas, Gilgit Wazarat and Tribal 
Territory of 1947, in addition to the remaining 
areas of Leh and Ladakh districts of 1947 
(after carving out the Kargil District).

Dustlik-2019 begins in Uzbekistan      
04 Nov' 19

The first-
ever India-
U z b e k i s t a n 

joint military exercise 
- Dustlik-2019 began 
at Chirchiq Training 
Area near Tashkent on 
04 November 2019. 
Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh and his Uzbekistan counterpart Major General 
Bakhodir Nizamovich Kurbanov presided over the Curtain 
Raiser of the military drill on 03 November 19.
The exercise, was focussed on counter-terrorism, that was 
held till November 13. During the exercise, an Indian 
Army contingent trained along with Uzbekistan Army. The 
exercise enabled sharing of best practices and experiences 
between the Armed Forces of the two countries and lead 
to greater operational effectiveness.
India and Uzbekistan have signed three Memoranda of 
Understanding in the fields of Military Medicine and 
Military Education.   The MoUs were signed following a 
meeting between Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his 
Uzbekistan counterpart in Tashkent on 03 November 2019.
India-Uzbekistan Relations
The India-Uzbekistan Centre for Information Technology, 
named after Jawaharlal Nehru, was inaugurated by 
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh during his visit to 
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Senior IAS officer Arvind Singh has been appointed as the chairman of Airports Authority of India 
and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu will head the National Highways Authority of India.

Uzbekistan in April 2006 in the Tashkent University of 
Information Technology (TUIT). The Centre is imparting 
training to students / government officials. 
Lal Bahadur Shastri Centre for Indian Culture working 
under Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), was 
established in Tashkent in 1995 and has been a household 
name in Uzbekistan for its cultural activities. Uzbek Radio 
completed 50 years of Hindi broadcasting in 2012. Uzbek 
TV channels regularly show Indian films and serials. 
Buddhism is said to have travelled to China through 
Uzbekistan and Central Asia. Amir Timur was born near 
Shahrisabz and Babur came from Fergana in Uzbekistan. 
Indian merchants based in Samarkand and Bukhara were 
an integral part of local economy.
Interactions over thousands of years contributed to close 
cultural linkages in architecture, dance, music and cuisine. 
Mirza Ghalib and Amir Khusro are notable Indians of Uzbek 
parentage. Indian movies have traditionally been popular in 
Uzbekistan. India had close interaction with the Uzbek SSR 
during the Soviet times. Indian leaders often visited Tashkent 
and other places. Prime Minister, Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri 
passed away in Tashkent on 11 January 1966 after signing the 
Tashkent declaration with Pakistan. Uzbekistan declared its 
independence on 1 September 1991. The Consulate General 
of India in Tashkent had been opened on 7 April 1987. It was 
upgraded to an Embassy on 18 March 1992.
Timeline of State Visits:
P. V. Narasimha Rao became the first Indian Prime Minister 
to visit Uzbekistan on 23–25 May 1993.
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh visited the country on 
25–26 April 2006.
Uzbek President Islam Karimov has visited India several 
times; in 1991, 1994, 2000, 2005 and in May 2011.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Uzbekistan in July 2015.
Karimov's successor, Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
visited New Delhi in Autumn 2018 and 
January 2019.
Trade Bilateral trade between India and 
Uzbekistan stood at US$235 million in 
2017-18.

SC bans stubble burning in Delhi, 
Punjab, Haryana & western UP 

05 Nov' 19

The Supreme Court has banned stubble burning in 
Delhi, Punjab, Haryana and Western Uttar Pradesh 
in view of severe air pollution. It also banned all 

construction and 
demolition activities 
along with burning 
of garbage and waste 
in Delhi-NCR in the 
region. The apex 
court took to task 
State governments on 
toxic air pollution. It 
directed the Centre, States concerned to prepare roadmap 
in three weeks to prevent the prevailing situation in future.
The apex court observed that people could not be left to 
die due to toxic air pollution and said those carrying out 
construction and demolition activities would be fined 
one lakh rupees. It added that a penalty of 5,000 rupees 
would be imposed if anyone was found burning garbage 
and waste in the region. A bench comprising justices Arun 
Mishra and Deepak Gupta said in case of any violation, 
the local administration and zonal officers would be held 
responsible. The bench said the prevailing situation in the 
area was a blatant and grave violation of the right to life 
of an individual. The bench further said scientific data 
suggested that the life span of those living in the region had 
reduced due to pollution.
The top court said the authorities could not indulge in 
passing the buck and should collectively try to tackle the 
situation. It asked the Delhi government and the civic 
bodies to chalk out a plan to ensure removal of the waste 
dumped at open spaces and come up with a scheme to deal 
with the issue.
Regarding pollution due to dust 
accumulated on the roads, the bench said 
water be sprinkled on the stretches which 
were prone to dust.

5th India International Science 
Festival held in Kolkata      06 Nov' 19

The 5th India 
International 
S c i e n c e 

Festival (IISF) is 
being held in Kolkata, 
West Bengal from 5-8 
November 2019. The 
four-day festival was 
inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi via video conference.  About 5th 
India International Science Festival (IISF) IISF Objective: 
To instill scientific temper among people, showcase India’s 
contribution in field of Science and Technology as well as 
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encourage translation of its benefits to people. It also aims 
to build a strategy for inclusive advancement of Science 
and Technology.  IISF 2019 theme: RISEN- Research, 
Innovation and Science Empowering the Nation.  The 
5th edition of annual event is jointly organized by Union 
Ministry of Science & Technology and Earth Sciences and 
Vijnana Bharati (or VIBHA). More than 12,000 school and 
college students from across India are expected to attend 
event.  Four world records would be attempted at IISF 
includes- the largest astrophysics lesson and assembly of 
stereotypes by more than 1750 students, assembling Radio 
kits by more than 400 students, largest electronics lesson 
and assembly of optical media communication units at a 
single location with participation of over 950 students and 
largest human image of a human chromosome formed 
by more than 400 students.  Vigyanika– International 
Science Literature Festival and International Science Film 
Festival (ISFFI) would also be showcased at the festival.  
Background The IISF was first started in 2015 with the 
vision of promoting science and technology by showing 
public how STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics) provides us solutions to 
improve our lives. The first IISF was held 
at IIT Delhi in December 2015, in which 
India had set world record with 2000 school 
students performing two experiments.

IIT-Madras launches country’s first 
standing wheelchair: Arise      07 Nov' 19

Indian Institute 
of Technology 
(IIT) Madras has 

launched country’s 
first indigenously 
designed standing 
wheelchair named as 
‘Arise’ in presence 
of Union Minister 
of Social Justice and Empowerment Thawarchand Gehlot 
at the institute.  About Wheelchair ‘Arise’ The assistive 
device enables a differently-abled person requiring a 
wheelchair to shift from sitting to standing position, and 
vice versa, independently and in a controlled manner. 
The testing partners for Arise included individual users, 
hospitals, NGOs, rehabilitation centres and clinicians who 
provided inputs.  The device was designed and developed 
by TTK Center for Rehabilitation Research and Device 
Development (R2D2) at IIT Madras in collaboration with 
Phoenix Medical Systems.  The project was also supported 
from foreign countries such as United Kingdom (UK) and 
moreover, the commercialisation of Standing Wheelchair 

technology was made possible with support from 
Wellcome Trust (UK) through an ‘Affordable Healthcare 
in India’ Award. This award brought together research 
and manufacturing partners.  Since Arise is a novel, mass-
manufacturable mechanical design (one 
Indian patent granted, other Indian, US and 
China patents pending), and with Phoenix’s 
manufacturing capabilities, it will be made 
available at an affordable price of around 
Rs.15,000.

GRSE delivers Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV) 
ICGS Annie besant to Indian Coast 

Guard      07 Nov' 19

Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd 
(GRSE) delivered Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV) ICGS 
Annie Besant to Indian Coast Guard (ICGS) in 

Kolkata, West Bengal. This is second in the series of five 
such FPVs being built by GRSE for Indian Coast Guard 
and the 101st warship to be delivered by shipyard.  The 
entire design of these FPVs has been developed in-house 
by GRSE as per requirements specified by ICG. At present 
GRSE has a strong order book position of about Rs.27,400 
crore under which there are a total of 22 warships at various 
stages of construction.  About ICGS Annie Besant It is a 
medium-range vessel with 50 metres in length, 7.5 metres in 
width and displacement of nearly 308 tonnes. It is designed 
for a maximum speed of 34 knots with an endurance of over 
1,500 nautical miles.  The ICGS Annie Besant is equipped 
with three main engines with advanced control systems, 
water jet units as well as an Integrated Bridge System 
(IBS) with all communication and navigation systems. It 
is also fitted with 40/60 gun as main armament.  The FPV 
is capable of operations in maritime zones 
of country. It has powerful, fuel-efficient 
platforms which are designed to perform 
multipurpose operations such as patrolling, 
rescue operations, anti-smuggling and anti-
poaching.

Sample Registration System Report 
finds decline in Maternal Mortality 

Rate in India      11 Nov' 19

Sample Registration System (SRS) measured 
that maternal mortality rate (MMR) in India has 
declined.  The report found the number of MMR 

per lakh live births. Assam (229) was registered with the 
highest MMR while Kerala (42) was at the lowest.  As per 
the report, MMR has been declined up to 26.9 per cent. In 
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southern states, MMR has come down from 77 to 72 per 
one lakh births, while in other states the figure has come 
down from 93 to 90. The report indicates that India has 
prevented about 2000 MMR per year.  
Highlights of SRS Report  

 # MMR has decreased by 6.15 per cent as compared to 
the previous survey 2014-2016. 

 # The report said that it is encouraging to see the maternal 
mortality rate has fallen from 130 in 2014-2016 to 122 
in 2015-2017. 

 # The largest fall in MMR was registered in Assam 
where it has come down to 175 from earlier number 
188. 

 # The report categorizes India into three categories - 
Empowered Action Group (EAG), the Southern States 
and other states. 

 # Kerala has secured the first position in declining of 
Maternal Mortality Rate. It has registered a decline in 
MMR from 46 to 42. 

 # However, Maharashtra was in second place with a 
decline in MMR from 61 to 55 followed by Tamil 
Nadu in third place with MMR rate declining from 66 
to 63.

Maternal Mortality Ration or MMR is the annual number 
of maternal deaths per one lakh live births. Death of a 
pregnant woman while pregnant or after 42 
days of termination of pregnancy is known 
as MMR. As per the UNICEF, MMR is 
the key indicator for efforts to improve the 
health and safety of mothers during and 
after childbirth.

Chief Justice of India's office comes 
under RTI Act      13 Nov' 19

The Supreme 
Court has 
made it clear 

that now the office 
of Chief Justice 
will come under the 
purview of Right to 
Information (RTI). 
The Supreme Court 
said during the delivering of judgment that transparency 
does not undermine judicial freedom.  However, the 
Supreme Court has also issued some directives. It has been 
said in the judgment that the CJI office is a public authority. 
However, office secrecy will remain intact during RTI. The 

In Uttar Pradesh, Grand Diwali celebrations at Ayodhya have set a world record by liting over 5 lakh 
51 thousand earthen lamps or Diyas.

Constitutional Bench of five judges reserved the judgment 
on April 4 on the appeals filed by the central public 
information officers against the orders of the High Court 
and the Central Information Commission (CIC) in 2010. 
The CJI-led bench, while completing the hearing, said 
that no one wants a 'system of darkness', but the judiciary 
cannot be destroyed in the name of transparency.
Upheld Delhi High Court’s decision  

 # A bench of five judges led by Chief Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi comprised Justice Sanjiv Khanna, Justice 
Deepak Gupta, Justice DY Chandrachud and Justice 
NV Ramana, announced its verdict. 

 # The Supreme Court has taken this decision under 
Article 124 of the Constitution. 

 # The Supreme Court has upheld the decision given by the 
Delhi High Court in 2010. This landmark judgment arrived 
on petitions challenging the Delhi High Court’s decision.

 # Justice Ramana said, "The judiciary must be protected 
from surveillance. RTI can be used as a tool for keeping 
an eye on the judiciary.”  

 # The decision of the bench was penned by a 3:2 majority 
as Justice Ramana and Justice Chandrachud has given 
separate judgment.

The Delhi High Court had said in a judgment on 10 January 
2010 that the office of the Chief Justice comes under the 
purview of the RTI Act.  The Delhi High court said that 
judicial independence is not the privilege of the judge, 
but a responsibility on him. The High Court rejected the 
appeal of the apex court that judicial independence would 
be 'obstructed' by bringing the CJI office under the purview 
of RTI.3
The High Court rejected the plea of the apex court that 
judicial independence would be 'obstructed' by bringing the 
CJI office under the purview of RTI. The General Secretary 
of the Supreme Court filed a petition against the decision 
and now SC has announced its verdict.
Attorney General (AG) KK Venugopal, representing the 
Central Public Information Officer (CPIO) of the Supreme 
Court, had said that sharing of information related to the 
collegium under the CJI's office would embarrass the 
judges and the government and destroy judicial freedom.
What is RTI Act?

 # Right to Information (RTI) Act 2005 provides 
timely response to the citizens on their requests for 
government information.

 # The major objective of the RTI Act is to promote 
transparency, empower the citizens and accountability 
in the working condition of the Government.
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 # An RTI can be written on a simple paper addressing 
Public Information Officer of the concerned department 
along with postal order of Rs. 20.

Background of the case
In 2007, RTI activist Subhash Chandra Aggarwal filed 
an RTI and asked for details of the assets of the judges. 
When hi s application was rejected, the matter reached the 
Central Information Commissioner (CIC) and CIC asked 
for information. After that, the matter was challenged in 
Delhi High court. The High court said that 
the office of CJI comes under RTI but it 
was again challenged in Supreme Court. A 
hearing was held in the Supreme Court in 
April 2019 and the court had reserved the 
verdict.

Jair bolsonaro, brazil’s President, to 
be chief guest at Republic Day 2020      

15 Nov' 19

Br a z i l i a n 
President Jair 
B o l s o n a r o 

accepted Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi's invitation to 
become the chief guest 
at India's Republic Day 
celebrations 2020. 
Modi has reached Brazil to attend the 11th BRICS Summit. 
Modi met with Bolsonaro on the sidelines of this summit.  
BRICS is a group of five emerging economies in the world 
which includes Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. 
This BRICS summit was focused on creating mechanisms for 
counter-terrorism cooperation and strengthens India's relations 
with the world's five major economies. The two leaders held 
meaningful talks to strengthen bilateral relations.
The President of Brazil expressed his readiness and told 
Prime Minister Modi that a large business delegation 
would accompany him to India. Both the leaders also 
discussed cooperation in various areas including space and 
defence sectors. PM Modi also welcomed the President's 
decision to make visa-free travel arrangements for Indian 
citizens.
About Jair Bolsonaro

 # Jair Messias Bolsonaro is a 38th president of Brazil. 
He joined the politics in 1988 as a city councillor in 
Rio De Janerio.

 # Earlier, he was the member of Christian Democratic Party 
(CDP) but in 2018 he joined Social Liberal Party (PSL)

 # In 2018, he was nominated as the presidential candidate 
of PSL. He became the front-runner 
after the arrest of Lula Da Silva in 
April 2018.

 # Jair Bolsonaro took over the office as the 
President of Brazil on January 1, 2019

Government launches bharatiya 
Poshan Krishi Kosh to tackle 

malnutrition      18 Nov' 19

The Union 
Government 
has launched 

Bharatiya Poshan 
Krishi Kosh with 
the aim of reducing 
malnutrition in 
India. The kosh was 
launched by WCD 
Minister Smriti Irani along with Bill Gates on November 
18, 2019 in New Delhi.  The Bharatiya Poshan Krishi 
Kosh is a repository of diverse crops across 128 
agro-climatic zones to help enable better nutritional 
outcomes. The Kosh aims to reduce malnutrition 
among women and children across the country, through 
a multi-sectoral results-based framework, including 
agriculture.
The five-point action programme  
1.  Ensure calorie rich diet for women, especially pregnant 

women and children.  
2.  Ensure protein intake in form of pulses to eradicate 

protein hunger among women and children.  
3.  Eradicate hidden hunger due to micro-nutrient 

deficiency such as vitamin A, vitamin B, Iron and 
Zinc.  

4.  Ensure supply of clean drinking water.  
5.  Spreading nutrition literacy in every village, 

especially among women with children less than 100 
days’ old.

The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development 
has partnered with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
for the Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh project.  Bill 
Gates announced that the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation is willing 
to partner with the Union Government 
in every way to create a sustainable 
nutrition programme in order to tackle 
the challenge of malnutrition.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath launched the services of new number-112, in a ceremonial function 
at Lucknow.
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Sabha in a written 
reply to a question. 
It is believed that 
the sea level along 
with the Indian coast 
increases by an 
average of 1.70 mm 
every year. Thus, in 
the last 50 years, the 
sea level along the Indian coast has increased by 8.5 cm. 
Babul Supriyo is an MP from Asansol and the Minister of 
State for Environment and Climate Change, in the Union 
Council of Ministers.  

He also informed that as per the data received from the 
satellite and other sources shows that the water level 
in the northern Indian Ocean has increased. During the 
decade of 2003 to 2013, the water level in the Indian 
Ocean has increased by 6.1 mm annually.  Sea Level 
Rise in India  The rise in seawater level may increase the 
risk of submerging of low-lying areas during tsunamis, 
hurricanes, coastal floods and erosion of the coastline. 
There is an urgent need to evaluate the issue of coastal 
areas that are prone to submerge due to the rise in 
seawater level. 

Babul Supriyo informed Rajya Sabha that the Diamond 
Harbour is on the higher risk of submergence because of 
larger land subsidence in the area. A similar condition is 
present in Port Blair, Haldia and Kandla ports.

UN Inter-Governmental Panel Report

 # A report released by the United Nations Inter-
Governmental Panel on Climate Change describes the 
risks of rising sea water level.

 # The report describes that if carbon emissions are not 
curbed, by 2100, the global seawater level will rise so 
much that hundreds of cities including Mumbai and 
Kolkata can be submerged.

 # At the same time, some of the entire countries can be 
submerged due to sea-level rise.

 # The fixed rate of sea-level rise due to climate 
change cannot be stated due to no long-term data 
available.

 # India contributes only 6-7 per cent of 
the global emissions but India is one 
of the most vulnerable or sensitive 
countries.

India’s Ravi Prakash wins bRICS-
Young Innovator Prize      18 Nov' 19

India’s Ravi 
Prakash was 
awarded the 

B R I C S - Y o u n g 
Innovator Prize for 
inventing affordable 
and indigenously-
designed milk 
chilling unit. The 
announcement was made by the Department of Science and 
Technology on social media.  Ravi Prakash won the first 
prize at the BRICS -Young scientist forum's conclave, which 
was conducted during November 6-8, 2019 in Brazil. The 
BRICS-Young Innovator Prize carries a cash reward worth 
USD 25,000.  Ravi Prakash is an Indian Ph.D. scholar of 
ICAR-National Dairy Research Institute (NDRI), Bangalore. 
Ravi Prakash was awarded the BRICS-Young Innovator 
Prize for coming up with an indigenous and affordable 
solution to storing milk while maintaining its quality and 
safety.  The milk chilling unit can be used by the small and 
marginal rural dairy farmers to cool milk from the point of 
production by reducing the temperature of raw milk from 37 
degrees Celsius to 7 degrees Celsius within just 30  minutes 
using nano-fluid based phase change materials.
Ravi Prakash is an Indian scholar from West Champaran 
District in Bihar. His interest in addressing the rural issues 
of farmers arose, as he himself was born and raised in a 
farmer's family. He was previously awarded the Gandhian 
Young Technological Innovation Award by Indian President 
Ram Nath Kovind in 2018.
Ravi Prakash was a part of a 21-member Indian Youth 
delegation, which was sent to Brazil by the Department of 
Science and Technology to attend the 4th BRICS-Young 
Scientist Forum (YSF), 2019.
The BRICS 2019 summit was held in Brazil’s 
capital city, Brasilia from November 13-14 
with the theme “BRICS: Economic Growth 
for an Innovative Future.”

Sea level rose 8.5 cm along Indian 
coast in last 50 years      20 Nov' 19

The sea level has increased by 8.5 cm along the 
Indian coast in the last five decades. Union Minister 
Babul Supriyo gave this information to the Rajya 

Boxer Deepak won silver at World Military Games. Deepak lost the finals of the men's light fly 46-59 
kg weight category against Zhussupov Temritas from Kazakhstan.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Gandhinagar becomes first 
kerosene free district in 

Gujarat.

UP records highest 
number of  deaths in Road 

Accidents.

Ladakh to get hassle free 
travel with Winter Grade 

Diesel.

Siachen Glacier open to tourists 
22 Oct' 19

De f e n c e 
M i n i s t e r 
R a j n a t h 

Singh announced 
that tourists can now 
visit Siachen Glacier, 
which is the highest 
battlefield and one 
of the most difficult 
terrains on Earth. The trek opened for tourists is between 
Siachen Glacier’s base camp and Kumar Logistics base. 
This has opened a whole new area for civilians to explore 
in the newly created union territory of Ladakh. The cold 
desert of Ladakh, which lies beyond the mighty Karakoram 
range in the Himalayas, has fascinated tourists from all over 
the world. Here, one gets a glimpse of an interesting mix of 
Indian and Tibetan cultures. As of now, civilians were only 
allowed to go till the Nubra Valley which is considered as 
a gateway to the Siachen Glacier. It is quite far from the 
Siachen Glaciar base camp and the Siachen Battle School. 
With new rules, small batches of tourists will be allowed to 
venture further.
A kind of dry-run, before this announcement, took place 
between 2007 to 2016 where Army’s Adventure cell 
organised ‘Siachen Trek’ in which some civilians were 
allowed to visit Kumar and the base camp. The Siachen 
Glacier base camp is situated at an altitude of 11,000 feet 
and Kumar post is at an altitude of 16,000 feet. 
The biggest challenge after opening the trek for civilians 
would be to address the environmental concerns. Siachen 
Glacier is a delicate ecosystem. Almost 1,000 kg of waste is 
generated every day due to Army’s presence in the highest 
battle zone on Earth. Presence of tourists will add to it and 
there needs to be a mechanism to dispose it in an eco-friendly 

The bilateral 'Exercise SHAKTI' between the armies of India and France will be conducted from 31st 
October to 13th November 2019 at Foreign Training Node in Mahajan Field Firing Ranges, Rajasthan.

way. More tourists mean more vehicular movement which 
can generate more heat and risk hastened melting of the 
glacier. This will also put an additional logistics burden on 
the Army since there is hardly any civilian administration 
here. In case of any medical emergency or evacuation, the 
only way out is with the help of the Army or IAF.
Security is another concern but since 2003, the area has 
been largely peaceful. A ceasefire came into effect in 2003 
which marked an end to everyday artillery 
duels and a cycle of raids and counter-raids 
by Indian and Pakistani armies. While guns 
are silent, both armies are battle-ready and 
vigilant on locations as high as 23,000 feet 
in Saltoro Ridge of Siachen Glacier.

Gandhinagar becomes first kerosene 
free district in Gujarat      27 Oct' 19

Union Minister Amit Shah allocated 1000 LPG 
connections to women in Gandhinagar district 
of Gujarat making Gandhinagar first district in 

Gujarat to become kerosene-free.  
The cooking gas was allotted to the women as a part of 
Ujjwala Yojana. The scheme has covered more than 
75,000 beneficiaries at a cost of 6.13 crore rupees. The 
home minister also handed over 480 middle income group 
houses in the same event also, drinking water schemes 
were launched locally for the areas like Kudasan, Raysan, 
Sargasan in the district. 
The minister laid foundation stones for development 
projects that includes underpass and two roads. A control 
center was inaugurated by the minister. The center will 
distribute beneficiary cards for the schemes of old age 
persons, widow women and Ayushman Bharat beneficiaries. 
Kerosene free states Chandigarh became the first city to 
become kerosene free. Government has been making plans 
since 2016 to reduce the usage of kerosene all over the country. 
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opportunities in India.  During the two 
day Global Investors’ Meet there will also 
be a session on ‘Growing economic ties 
between Invest India and United Arab 
Emirates (UAE)’.

Ladakh to get hassle free travel with 
Winter Grade Diesel      18 Nov' 19

Home Minister 
Amit Shah 
launched the 

first Winter Grade 
Diesel Sales Center 
for Ladakh region 
on November 7. It 
will help to solve the 
problems of people 
as diesel fuel reaches on the freezing point every year 
during the extreme winters.  It was informed by the Home 
Minister that five per cent biodiesel has also been blended 
in special winter grade diesel. This diesel retains its fluidity 
even at -33 degree Celcius temperature. Earlier, vehicles 
used to stop in the Ladakh due to the freezing of diesel but 
now they can run on winter-grade diesel.
Highlights  

 # Whenever the temperature drops, diesel reaches on the 
freezing point in the high altitude areas like Ladakh, 
Kargil, Dras, Siachen among others. 

 # Indian Oil Corporation Limited started production of 
special winter grade diesel by keeping this in mind. 

 # The central government is also encouraging electricity, 
solar energy, education and tourism at a cost of 50 
thousand crores for the complete development of 
Ladakh. 

 # The first batch of Winter Grade Diesel, which met the 
standards of Bureau of Indian Standards, has been 
flagged off from Panipat Refinery.

Winter-Grade Diesel fuel is a special category fuel that 
doesn’t freeze in cold weather. However, standard diesel 
fuel freezes on -20 to -30 degrees but it remains in a liquid 
state. There are some additives that prevent the diesel 
from developing wax particles. It is for the first time in 
India when Indian oil produced a winter-grade diesel as 
per the requirement s of the country. The 
first delivery of winter-grade diesel was 
given by Panipat oil refinery while second 
delivery is scheduled by Jalandhar oil 
refinery.

The subsidies to kerosene will be completely 
removed by 2020. By 2018, over 8 states 
and Union Territories in the country became 
kerosene free namely Puducherry, Daman-
Diu, Dadra Nagar Haveli, Andhra Pradesh, 
Chandigarh, Delhi, Haryana and Punjab.

Rising Himachal Global Investors’ 
Meet 2019 concludes at Dharamshala      

06 Nov' 19

The State 
Government 
of Himachal 

Pradesh is organizing 
Rising Himachal 
Global Investors’ 
Meet 2019, a flagship 
business event, 
at Dharamshala 
on 7 -8 November 2019. The event will be attended by 
diplomats, leaders from senior policy makers, corporate 
sector development agencies and investors from across the 
globe. The event will also be attended by Union Commerce 
and Industry and Railway Minister, Piyush Goyal, who 
will highlight about government investment and policies 
for promoting investment in Himachal Pradesh and hill 
states of India.  About Rising Himachal Global Investors’ 
Meet 2019 The Global Meet will showcase investment 
opportunities and policy & regulatory environment in 8 
focus sectors for boosting manufacturing and employment 
generation in Himalayan State. 
These 8 focus sectors include- 
(1) agri-business and post-harvest technology, 
(2) housing and urban development, 
(3) manufacturing and pharmaceuticals, 
(4) civil aviation, hydro and renewable energy, 
(5) wellness, tourism and hospitality, 
(6) healthcare and AYUSH, 
(7)  IT-ITeS and electronics, 
(8) education and skill development.  The Rising Himachal 
Summit is promoted by Invest India, the National 
Investment Promotion and Facilitation Agency through 
the India Investment Grid (IIG), a Union government’s 
initiative to showcase investment opportunities across 
states and sectors in India on a single interactive platform. 
Invest India under the Union Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, helps investors looking for options and investment 

In order to increase the vote percentage in the elections, the government has provided the facility of 
voting to the elderly and differently-abled voters above 80 years of voting by postal ballot.
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UP records highest number of deaths 
in Road Accidents      20 Nov' 19

The Union 
Ministry of 
Road Transport 

and Highways 
released a report based 
on road accidents 
happened in 2018. 
According to the 
report, the number of 
road accidents has increased by 0.46% in the year 2018 as 
compared to 2017. The death rate during the road accident 
has also increased by 2.37 per cent during this period.  The 
report states that by the year 2010 there was an increase in 
the number of accidents, deaths and injuries. After that, it 
was stabilized to some extent with slight fluctuations from 
year to year.  
Highlights  

 # The report titled - 'Road Accidents in India-2018', 
informed that a total of 467044 road accidents were 
reported in the year 2018 as compared to a total of 
464910 accidents in the year 2017. 

 # The death rate was increased by about 2.37 per cent 
in the period. Total 151471 people were killed in road 
accidents in 2018 as against 147913 in 2017. 

 # The number of injuries in road accidents has decreased 
by 0.33 per cent in 2018 as compared to 2017. 

 # National Highway constitutes only 1.94 per cent of the 
total road network of the country, while its share in 
total road accidents is 30.2 per cent. 

 # Other roads that are about 95.1 per cent of the total 
roads were responsible for 45 per cent accidents and 
38 per cent deaths respectively. 

 # About 15 per cent of pedestrians lost their lives in road 
accident among others. The share of cyclists in this 
was 2.4 per cent and the share of two-wheelers was 
36.5 per cent. 

 # In 2018, Tamil Nadu recorded the most 
number of road accidents while Uttar 
Pradesh had the highest number of 
persons died in road accidents.

Centre bans Meghalaya-based 
insurgent group Hynniewtrep National 

Liberation Council      19 Nov' 19

The central govt. 
has banned 
‘Hynniewtrep 

National Liberation 
Council’ (HNLC), 
a Meghalaya-based 
insurgent group, for 
its increased activities 
of violence and other 
insurgent acts. Centre also notified that HNLC’s activities are 
detrimental to the sovereignty and integrity of India.  
The central government declared the HNLC, along with 
all its factions, wings and front organisations as unlawful 
association in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-
section (1) of section 3 of Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA), 1967. Earlier, the HNLC was declared a 
banned organisation on 16 November 2000 but the ban was 
later lifted.  
Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) notified that 
HNLC along with all its factions, wings and frontal 
organisations has been openly declaring secession of 
certain regions that are largely inhabited by Khasi and 
Jaintia tribals in Meghalaya from Indian Union as its 
objective.  
The group continues to bully and intimidate civilians to 
extort funds. It also maintains links with other insurgent 
groups of Northeast region to carry out the acts of extortion 
and intimidation. HNLC maintains camps in Bangladesh to 
give sanctuary and training to its cadre. If these activities 
are not immediately curbed and controlled, the HNLC will 
regroup and rearm itself, expand its cadre base, procure 
sophisticated weapons, thus cause loss of lives of civilians 
and security forces, as well as accelerate its anti-national 
activities. 
The ministry also listed violence perpetrated by HNLC 
in recent past that include 4 incidents 
involving killing of 1 civilian, during the 
period from 1 January 2015, to 31 July 
2019, arrest of 16 of its cadres, recovery of 
4 weapons, surrender of 14 of its cadres and 
kidnapping of 4 persons.

The Central Vigilance Commission, CVC is observing vigilance awareness week starting from 28 
October till 2nd November, to promote probity in public life through citizen participation.
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Burning Topics of the Month
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Indians no longer require 
Visa to visit Brazil.

Madrid will be the host 
city for COP 25.

US formally notifies UN 
about its withdrawal from 

Paris Climate Accord.

G20 Health Ministers Meeting 
Okayama Japan      21 Oct' 19

Dr Harsh 
Vardhan, Union 

Minister for Health 
and Family Welfare 
attended the G20 
Okayama Health 
Ministers’ Meeting 
on October 19-20, 
2019, held under the 
Presidency of Japan in Okayama City, Japan.
The deliberations of the G 20 Health Ministers focused 
on four major global health issues, namely: 
(i)  Achievement of Universal Health Coverage 
(ii)  Response to population aging 
(iii) Management of health risks and health security 

management including Anti-Microbial Resistance 
(AMR) and 

(iv) its containment. 
Union Health Minister made specific interventions on all 
of them.
Intervening on Universal Health coverage (UHC), Hon’ble 
Prime Minister’s vision of  ‘Sab Ka Saath; Sab Ka Vikas; 
Sab Ka Vishwas’ for inclusive health was highlighted 
along with Ayushman Bharat, FIT India Movement and Eat 
Right Campaign. Union Health minister confided that India 
is on the path to UHC and will contribute effectively in 
sustaining UHC at the global level.
On “Response to Population Aging” Union Minister for 
Health and Family  Welfare, during his intervention,  shared  
India’s vision for its  projected 20% elderly population by 
2050. He conveyed to G20 countries the efforts done so 
far under National Programme for Health Care of Elderly 

In Philippines, a 6.6-magnitude quake struck the southern part of the country.

to provide accessible, affordable, and high-quality long-
term, comprehensive health care services to an ageing 
population.  In his intervention he also made a mention of 
public health measures to tackle Dementia.  He concluded 
his intervention by highlighting India’s commitment to 
ensure dignity with care for its elderly.
Deliberating on Health risk and health security, Union 
Health Minister made intervention on Anti-Microbial 
Resistance (AMR), seen as a serious emerging threat to 
global public health.  He conveyed G20 Health Ministers 
that in a short span of time India has made commendable 
progress by implementing a national action plan, 
establishing a national antimicrobial resistance surveillance 
system, and its decision to contribute to global AMR R&D 
efforts.  While voicing his concern on AMR, he called 
upon all relevant UN agencies to align themselves in their 
endeavour to combat antimicrobial resistance.
During the Simulation Exercise on “Public Health 
Emergency during mass gathering” on 20th October, 2019, 
Union Health Minister shared two best practices 
(i) successful pulse polio campaign in Delhi in 1994 

threatened by a major outbreak of Plague during the 
same period and 

(ii) the risk communication management to bring down 
the mass hysteria created by Social media during 
Nipah outbreak in  Kerala in 2018.

The G20 Health Ministers meeting concluded by 
adopting the “Okayama Declaration of the G 20 Health 
Ministers”. The declaration, having 52 articles endorses 
the Commitment of G20 countries to address the major 
global health issues, as highlighted above and to pave the 
way towards an inclusive and sustainable 
world, as envisioned in the 2030 agenda 
for sustainable development. Further, G20 
members have committed to continue 
this dialogue during the upcoming G20 
presidency in Saudi Arabia.



31

INTERNATIONAl

JANUARY 2020  MICA

Nations Framework 
Convention on 
Climate Change 
(UNFCCC).
The countries 
announced their 
implementations of 
climate actions as 
follows
China reduced its carbon dioxide emissions by 45.8% from 
2005 level.
India achieved its 21% reduction plan in 2014 as compared 
to 2005.
In 2015, Brazil achieved its 58% emission reduction
South Africa has launched carbon tax and has reduced its 
consumption by 14.3%
The countries also upheld multi lateralism and expressed 
their willingness to nature-based solutions, innovation and 
technology
They appreciated Polish Presidency contribution to the 
Paris Agreement Work Program. They also appreciated 
Costa Rica for hosting the upcoming Pre-COP25
They underlined their commitment to NDCs
The reiterated that a balanced allocation of funds towards 
Green Climate Funds should be made by the developed 
countries for adaptation and mitigation
BASIC countries
The BASIC countries comprises of Brazil, India, China and 
South Africa formed based on an agreement in 2009. They 
committed to act jointly at the Copenhagen 
Climate Summit. The countries announced 
plans and targets accordingly. 
The grouping also agreed to provide 
technical aid to G77 countries.

India-Saudi Arabia sign MoUs during 
PM Modi visit      30 Oct' 19

PM Modi 
visited Saudi 
Arabia to 

attend the Future 
I n v e s t m e n t 
Initiative. During 
his visit, the two 
sides held bilateral 
talks during which 
they reviewed historical and close relations between the 

Indians no longer require Visa to visit 
brazil      26 Oct' 19

Br a z i l i a n 
President Jair 
B o l s o n a r o 

has said that the South 
American nation will 
drop its requirement 
that visiting Chinese 
and Indian tourists 
or business people 
obtain visas.  
Bolsonaro, a far-right politician, came to power at the 
beginning of the year and has made it a policy to reduce 
visa requirements from a number of developed countries.
But the announcement, made during an official visit to 
China, is the first he has made expanding that policy to the 
developing world.  
Earlier this year, the Brazilian government ended visa 
requirements for tourists and business people from 
the United States, Canada, Japan and Australia. Those 
countries, however, have not in return dropped their visa 
requirements for Brazilian citizens.
Brazil, officially Federative Republic of Brazil, Portuguese 
República Federativa do Brasil, country of South America 
that occupies half the continent’s landmass. It is the fifth 
largest country in the world, exceeded in size only by 
Russia, Canada, China, and the United States, though 
its area is greater than that of the 48 conterminous U.S. 
states. Brazil is the fifth most-populous country on Earth 
and accounts for one-third of Latin America’s population. 
Brazil is considered an advanced emerging economy. It has 
the ninth largest GDP in the world by nominal, and eight by 
PPP measures. It is one of the world's major 
breadbaskets, being the largest producer 
of coffee for the last 150 years. Brazil is a 
founding member of the United Nations, 
the G20, BRICS, Union of South American 
Nations, Mercosur.

bASIC ministerial meet on climate 
change held at beijing      27 Oct' 19

The 29th ministerial meet of BASIC countries was held 
at Beijing between October 25-26, 2019. The BASIC 
countries include Brazil, South Africa, India and China.

The ministers emphasized comprehensive implementation 
of Paris agreement. They also underlined the importance 
of effective and sustained implementation of United 

In West African country Guinea Bissau, President Jose Mario Vaz has announced sacking of the 
government with immediate effect.
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The Governor of the US state of California, Gavin Newsom, has declared a state of emergency 

because of raging wildfires.

countries.  The leaders of the two sides re-affirmed their 
deep commitment to strengthen “Riyadh Declaration”. 
The leaders also expressed appreciation on the progress 
of bilateral relationship in economic, political, defence, 
security, manpower and people to people exchanges. The 
two sides reiterated their categorical rejection of all forms 
of interference in the internal affairs of the countries and 
the need for the international community to fulfill the 
responsibilities over the attacks on sovereignty of states. 
The leaders also emphasized the importance of preserving 
the unity of Yemen and achieving its security and stability on 
the basis of GCC initiative. List of MoUs signed Agreement 
on Strategic Partnership Council MoU on cooperation in the 
field of Renewable Energy, security cooperation Agreement 
in the field of illicit trafficking and smuggling of narcotic 
drugs, chemical precursors, psychotropic substances MoUs 
on military acquisition, research, development, industries 
and technology. MoUs in the field of civil 
aviation, small and medium enterprises, 
stock exchanges, petroleum and payment 
corporations. An agreement was also signed 
for the cooperation in the field of medical 
products regulations.

Eritrea, Saint Kitts sign ISA 
Framework Agreement      02 Nov' 19

Two new countries Eritrea and Saint Kitts and Nevis 
have signed the International Solar Alliance’s (ISA) 
Framework Agreement at the second Assembly 

of ISA held in New Delhi. With this the total number of 
countries who have so far signed the ISA framework 
agreement have reached to 83.  About International Solar 
Alliance (ISA) The ISA is an Indian initiative which was 
launched by the Prime Minister of India and President 
of France on 30 November 2015, in Paris, France, on 
sidelines of COP-21.  This treaty-based inter-governmental 
organization is an alliance of 121 solar resource-rich 
sunshine countries lying fully or partially between tropic 
of cancer and tropic of capricorn as prospective members. 
The ISA is now perceived as key towards achieving 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and objectives of 
Paris Agreement on Climate Change.  Objectives: ISA 
aims to lower the cost of energy, increase investment in 
renewable energy, as well as train and share knowledge 
and technological know-how among the member countries. 
ISA’s overarching objective is to collectively address 
key common challenges to scaling up of solar energy in 
ISA member countries.  ISA Assembly: It is the supreme 
decision-making body of ISA. It gives directions on 
various administrative, financial and programme-related 
issues.  The second ISA Assembly was hosted by Union 

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), and 
presided by MNRE Minister R K Singh 
who is also the President of ISA. Brune 
Poirson, the French Minister for Ecological 
and Inclusive Transition is the current co-
president of ISA. The first ISA Assembly 
was held in October 2018.

Madrid will be the host city for COP 
25      03 Nov' 19

Madrid the 
c a p i t a l 
city of 

Spain will be hosting 
the world’s annual 
climate conference, 
called COP-25 
(Conference of the 
Parties) from 2 to 13 
December 2019. This decision was taken following Chile’s 
stepping down as host for the COP-25 event due to the 
ongoing street protests in South American country.
The decision came just a day after the acting Spanish 
government issued a communique that indicated Spain 
would be willing to host the conference.  Later, the hosting 
country was confirmed by Patricia Espinosa, the executive 
secretary for UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC).  The COP25 was earlier scheduled 
to take place in Santiago for two weeks from 3 December 
2019.  What is Conference of the Parties (COP)? The COP 
is the supreme decision-making body of United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
All States that are Parties to Convention are represented 
at COP which meets every year, unless the Parties decide 
otherwise. The COP meets in Bonn (the seat of UNFCCC 
secretariat), unless a Party offers to host its session. The first 
COP meeting was held on March 1995 in Berlin, Germany.  
At the COP the Parties review the implementation of 
Convention and any other legal instruments that COP 
adopts and take decisions necessary for promoting effective 
implementation of Convention, which includes institutional 
as well as administrative arrangements.  COP Presidency 
rotates among 5 recognized UN regions, namely, Asia, 
Central and Eastern Europe Africa, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and Western Europe and Others. There is also 
a tendency that the COP venue also shifts 
among these groups.  COP Conference: The 
annual summit is a key event which allows 
representatives from about 200 countries to 
monitor as well as discuss current situation 
of world’s warming climate.
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look at specific legal tools offered by the 
Commonwealth Secretariat. Chief Justice 
Jayantha Jayasuriya and Minister of Justice 
and Prison Reforms Thalatha Atukorale are 
also set to attend the meeting.

Nepal's President appoints new 
governors in all seven provinces      

05 Nov' 19

Ne p a l ' s 
P r e s i d e n t 
B i d y a 

Devi Bhandari has 
appointed new 
governors in all seven 
provinces of the 
country. According 
to a press release 
issued by the Office of President, new governors have been 
appointed on the recommendation of cabinet. Somnath 
Adhikari ‘Pyasi’ will be the new governor of Province 1, Tilak 
Pariyar for Province 2, Bishnu Prasad Prasai for Province 3, 
Amik Sherchan for Gandaki Province, Dharmanath Yadav 
for Province 5, Govinda Kalauni for Karnali Province and 
Sharmila Kumari Panta for Sudur Paschim Province. 
Earlier President Bidya Devi Bhandari had relieved 
governors of all seven provinces on Sunday. They were 
appointed in January 2018 by the outgoing Nepali 
Congress government after first ever provincial elections 
in the Himalyan nation. Nepal adopted federalism after 
the promulgation of new constitution in September 2015. 
First time in the history of the country 
elections for seven provincial assemblies 
were held in two phases on 26 November 
and 7 December 2017. Left Alliance had 
registered landslide victory in the historic 
elections.

US formally notifies UN about its 
withdrawal from Paris Climate Accord      

05 Nov' 19

The US has formally notified the United Nations 
that it was withdrawing from the Paris climate 
accord. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced 

the withdrawal, saying the agreement had imposed what 
he called an unfair economic burden on the US. The 
notification begins a one-year process of exiting the global 
climate change accord, culminating the day after the 2020 
US election.

2019 Commonwealth Law Ministers 
Meeting held in Colombo      04 Nov' 19

Law ministers 
and attorney 
generals from 

C o m m o n w e a l t h 
countries will meet 
in Colombo under 
the patronage of 
Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe and 
Commonwealth Secretary-General Patricia Scotland, to 
address challenges faced by millions of people seeking to 
resolve legal problems or disputes, including poverty, lack 
of legal aid, distrust of the justice system, and corruption.
The biennial Commonwealth Law Ministers’ Meeting 
will take place until the 7th of November under the theme 
‘Equal access to justice and the rule of law’.
Commonwealth Secretary-General Patricia Scotland 
underlined the event’s significance in the current global 
context, in which obstacles to justice are prevalent in many 
forms.
She said: “Access to justice is fundamental for democracy 
and peace to flourish, and so Commonwealth countries 
are working actively through mutual support and 
encouragement so that all members are better placed 
to address barriers that may remain, particularly for 
vulnerable groups. Our Commonwealth Charter recognises 
that an independent, effective and competent legal system 
is integral to upholding the rule of law, engendering public 
confidence and dispensing justice, and ensuring equal 
access to justice is one of the goals of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.”
Barriers to accessing justice include the costs of legal 
services, complex legal language, lack of access to legal 
aid, and corruption. Limited understanding as well as 
distrust of the justice system are also problems. Some 
justice seekers are especially disadvantaged, including low 
and middle income populations, people with disabilities, 
rural communities, indigenous peoples and refugees.
Commonwealth law ministers will explore responses that 
seek to resolve disputes fairly. Potential solutions include 
innovative technologies such as web-based platforms 
and mobile courts, citizen-focused approaches and 
specialised justice services. The meeting will also discuss 
the opportunities offered by international commercial 
arbitration and the challenges that Commonwealth 
countries, particularly small states, may face in accessing 
this as a means of dispute resolution. The meeting will also 

Chilean President Sebastian Pinera ended a state of emergency that lasted more than a week amid 
mass protests.
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The United States is pursuing Indo-Pacific Strategy in 
the region which is being seen by analysts as a policy to 
contain Chinese influence.
Speaking about the importance of oceans Sheikh Hasina 
said that peace and stability in the maritime domain will be 
critical to Asia’s rise. She said that due to its geographical 
location Bangladesh is a bridge between South Asia and 
South-East Asia.
She expressed the hope that the Dhaka Global Dialogue 
will act as a platform for the countries in this region on the 
way of achieving environmentally sustainable peace and 
prosperity.
In his inaugural address Foreign Minister of Bangladesh 
Dr A.K. Abdul Momen said that the strategic location of 
the country gives it an advantage on which it needs to 
build further. Speaking about the climate change he said 
that Bangladesh loses almost 2 percent of its GDP annually 
due to climate change issues but Bangladesh is an example 
of adaptive resilience which could be emulated by other 
countries in the world.
President of the ORF Samir Saran in his welcome address 
said that this is the Asian Century which will be shaped by 
stories of transformations in the east and its collective rise.
A large number of scholars, policy makers, strategic 
experts, law makers and industry leaders and  professionals 
of various fields are participating in the event. BJP National 
General Secretary Ram Madhav,  Bangladesh Minister of 
state for ICT Zunaid Ahmed Palak, India's 
High Commissioner to Bangladesh Riva 
Ganguly Das, Former Minister of I&B 
Manish Tewari are among the speakers 
during the programme.

Former bolivian president Evo 
Morales granted asylum by Mexico      

13 Nov' 19

Mexico has 
g r a n t e d 
a s y l u m 

to Bolivia's 
former President 
Evo Morales 
in the country. 
Morales resigned 
on November 10 
amid mounting pressure from the military and the public 
following allegations of manipulation of election results. 
Mexico government said that the asylum was granted on 
humanitarian grounds because the life of Evo Morales in 

The agreement brought together 188 nations to combat 
climate change. It committed them to keeping rising global 
temperatures below 2 Celsius above pre-industrial levels 
and attempting to limit them even more, to a 1.5 Celsius 
rise. The US contributes about 15 per cent of global 
emissions of carbon.
Last year, announcing his decision to withdraw from the 
Paris accord, President Trump said he would exit or re-
negotiate any deal which fails to serve America's interests. 
The US contributes about 15% of global emissions of 
carbon, but it is also a significant source of finance and 
technology for developing countries in their efforts to fight 
rising temperatures.
What was agreed in Paris?
Climate change, or global warming, refers to the damaging 
effect of gases, or emissions, released from industry and 
agriculture on the atmosphere. The Paris accord is meant to 
limit the global rise in temperature attributed to emissions.
Countries agreed to:
Keep global temperatures "well below" the level of 2C 
(3.6F) above pre-industrial times and "endeavour to limit" 
them even more, to 1.5C
Limit the amount of greenhouse gases emitted by human 
activity to the same levels that trees, soil and oceans can 
absorb naturally, beginning at some point between 2050 
and 2100
Review each country's contribution to cutting emissions 
every five years so they scale up to the 
challenge
Enable rich countries to help poorer nations 
by providing "climate finance" to adapt to 
climate change and switch to renewable 
energy.

Dhaka Global Dialogue starts 
11 Nov' 19

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the three-
day dialogue -- the first of its kind to be jointly 
organised by the government think-tank Bangladesh 

Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS), and 
India’s Observer Research Foundation (ORF). Chief guest 
of the inaugural session Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in 
her address said that friendship to all, malice to none is the 
main principle of Bangladesh’s foreign policy.
‘Growth, development and Indo-Pacific’ is the theme of the 
dialogue that will draw over 150 international participants 
for the keynote presentations, panel discussions, speed 
talks and live casts.

The first-ever Ladakh Literature Festival began at the ramparts of historic Leh Palace.
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Bolivia was threatened.  Evo Morales had to resign from 
the post of president due to fierce protests against him after 
the controversial presidential election. He left Bolivia on 
a Mexican Air Force plane. Mexico's President Andres 
Manuel López Obrador also supported him to resign. He 
said that Morales' bold move prevented the crisis in Bolivia.
What is Bolivian Crisis?  

 # The Organization of American States (OAS) said in 
a report that it had found many irregularities in the 
October 20 election and there should be a new election 
in the country. 

 # Morales agreed to it, but within a few hours the army 
Chief General Williams Kalliman made it clear that 
this would not be enough and president should be 
resigned. After his announcement, a huge uproar had 
started in the country. 

 # There were clashes between Morales' supporters and 
their rivals that resulted in several deaths and more 
than 100 people were injured. Evo Morales was first 
elected in 2006.

 # The rival party leaders said that the army has cancelled 
his presidential facilities, the official plane was taken 
back and he was hiding somewhere in a small province. 

 # Soon after that, Morales announced his resignation 
through television broadcasting. 

 # Evo Morales took to twitter and shared a photograph 
that shows he spent a night on the floor to hide.

About Evo Morales
 # Evo Morales was the first member of Bolivia's native 

population to become president.
 # He was in power for 13 years and 9 months which is 

the longest tenure in the country's history.
 # Morales was first elected in 2006 and took the poor 

country of South America on the path of economic 
growth.

 # He did important work such as 
paving the roads, sending Bolivia's 
first satellite into space and curbing 
inflation.

bangladesh tops the Trace bribery 
Risk Matrix in South Asia      15 Nov' 19

Trace Bribery Risk Matrix was recently released that 
highlights Bangladesh as the highest risk country in 
terms of bribery in South Asia. Bangladesh’s total 

risk score was 72 in this index which is two points higher 
than the previous year. Bangladesh ranked 178 than means 

a stronger risk of bribery in the country. However, India 
stands on 78th rank.
Trace Bribery Matrix which releases annual ranking for 
200 countries informed that Bangladesh has the highest 
business bribery risk among South Asian courtiers. The 
Trace Matrix evaluates all countries under four different 
parameters that include – transparency, business interaction, 
civic society oversight and anti-bribery deterrence.
Key Highlights of Report

 # Bangladesh is in 178th position among 200 countries. 
The report suggests that Bangladesh has a high 
expectation of bribes and a high degree of government 
interaction in business.

 # The report informs that the high risk of bribery is there 
due to high regulatory burden on business.

 # Afghanistan (168) and Pakistan (153) are other 
countries where bribery risk is high in South Asia.

 # In South Asia, Bhutan (52) has the least risk of bribery 
as it is placed at 52 in the ranking.

 # India is in 78th place with a total risk score of 48.
 # Bangladesh gets a score of 86 in 

Business Interactions with Government 
domain. The ranking was based on a 
high level of government’s interaction 
and high regulatory burden.

Pneumonia kills one child in every 39 
seconds: UNICEF Report      17 Nov' 19

The United Nation Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
recently released a report on pneumonia. It was 
found in the report that more than 8 lakh children 

died due to pneumonia in the world in 2018. India was 
second after African country Nigeria in the death of 
children below five years of age from this disease. It killed 
1,27,000 children in India last year.  UNICEF said in the 
report that the disease is curable now and it is possible to 
prevent it, even though globally one child is killed every 39 
seconds. Most of the children who died due to pneumonia 
were under two years of age.  
Major Highlights

 # As per the UNICEF Report, 1,53,000 children died 
in the first month of birth. Nigeria has the highest 
number of deaths of 1,62,000 children due to this 
disease.

 # India ranks second, with 1,27,000 deaths last year. 
Pakistan is in third place, where 58,000 children lost 
their lives.
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Impact on India
The election results will have an impact on India as China’s 
is rapidly expanding its presence in the Indian Pacific 
region. Gotabaya Rajapaksa is considered as a pro-China 
politician. He and his elder brother Mahinda Rajapaksa's 
proximity to China has been well known. Experts believe 
that Rajapaksa's victory could be beneficial for China 
as China heavily invested in Sri Lanka when Mahinda 
Rajapaksa in power.
Mahinda Rajapaksa remained in power till 2015. Not 
only this, but Mahinda Rajapaksa had 
also borrowed billions of dollars loan 
from China and opened the doors of the 
Colombo port for Chinese warships. In 
2014, Rajapaksa even allowed two Chinese 
submarines to stand in the region.

India-ASEAN Inno Tech Summit 2019      
23 Nov' 19

A Three day India ASEAN InnoTech Summit is held 
in Davao, Philippines. The Summit will be held 
between 20 November, 2019 and 22 November, 

2019. It focuses on innovative technologies, exhibitions, and 
back to back meetings to accelerate innovative development.
Highlights of the summit
This is the second summit being organized. The previous 
summit was held in New Delhi. The ASEAN members 
participating in the summit includes Singapore, Brunei, 
Indonesia, Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos, Philippines, 
Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam. The summit is jointly 
organized by the FICCI (Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry) and DST (Department of Science 
and Technology).
India will exhibit its best innovative technologies in the 
summit. It will also include technologies with potential 
implementation in the ASEAN region.
Objectives
The summit aims to explore new pathways for partnership 
between the countries and the Indian research based 
enterprises. It will capture global trends in innovations and 
technologies. The summit will also connect global research 
and development community with the local entities. It will also 
pave way for industry-academia-government partnerships.
The summit will help India assess the needs 
of market and build capacities to rapidly 
commercialize research and development. 
It will also help in policy frameworks, 
reforms and regulatory environment.

 # The fourth and fifth places are followed by two more 
African countries - Congo and Ethiopia. 40,000 
children died in Congo and 32,000 in Ethiopia.

 # Pneumonia is the cause of 15 per cent of the total 
cases of deaths among children under five years of 
age.

 # Despite this, only three per cent of the expenditure 
on global infectious disease research is spent on this 
disease.

 # There is also a strong correlation 
between death and poverty due to 
pneumonia. No access to drinking 
water, lack of adequate health care and 
lack of nutrition and indoor air pollution 
increase the risk of the disease.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa becomes 
President of Sri Lanka      18 Nov' 19

Go t a b a y a 
Rajapaksa, 
who is the 

brother of Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, has won 
the presidential 
election in Sri 
Lanka. Sri Lanka's 
presidential election 
winner, 70-year-old Gotabaya Rajapaksa has both an 
idol and a controversial image in Sri Lanka. Majority of 
Sinhalese Buddhists consider him a 'war hero' while a 
majority of Tamil minorities look at him with disbelief.  
Rajapaksa dynasty is known for its pro-china tilt and this 
win marks the return of the powerful empire in Sri Lanka. 
He will have to deal with the numerous security challenges 
in the country following the Easter Sunday terror attacks 
that killed 269 people.
Who is Gotabaya Rajapaksa?

 # Gotabaya Rajapaksa is a retired army man who took 
charge of the Sri Lankan Defence Department when 
his elder brother Mahinda Rajapaksa became the 
President (2005-2015).

 # Gotabaya Rajapaksa completed his post-graduation in 
defence studies from Madras University in 1983.

 # He got training to counter insurgency and Jungle 
Warfare in the 1980s in India.

 # Also, when Sri Lanka ended its war with the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in 2009, he was the 
head of the Department of Defence.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah dedicated and inaugurated the urban infrastructure projects worth of 
Rs. 800 crore in Ahmedabad.
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Key findings:
China has overtaken the United States this year to become 
“the country with most people in the top 10% of global 
wealth distribution”.
44% of total wealth with 0.9%: 47 million people – 
accounting for merely 0.9% of the world’s adult population 
– owned $158.3 trillion.
Bottom half of wealth holders collectively accounted for 
less than 1% of total global wealth in mid-2019, while the 
richest 10% own 82% of global wealth and the top 1% 
alone own 45%.
Global financial crisis of 2008-09 has hurt those at 
the bottom of the pyramid more than the wealthiest as 
inequalities within countries grew in the wake of the GFC. 
As a result, the top 1% of wealth holders increased their 
share of world wealth.
India specific findings:
India remains one of the fastest wealth creators in the world, 
with household wealth in dollar terms growing faster than 
any other region.
Wealth per Indian adult is at $14,569 
(`10.31 lakh as on 21 October). However, 
the average number is skewed heavily by a 
few wealthy individuals.
India accounts for 2% of the world’s 
millionaires.

India jumps to 63rd position in World 
bank's Ease of Doing business 2020 

report      24 Oct' 19

India has moved 14 places to be 63rd among 190 nations 
in the World Bank’s ease of doing business ranking. 
However, it failed to achieve government's target of 

being at 50th place.

India contributes 7% to global wealth 
rise: Credit Suisse Report 2019 

21 Oct' 19

Global wealth has risen by $9 trillion to $360 trillion 
in 2019, according to the Credit Suisse Research 
Institute (CSRI). India has made a contribution of 

$625 billion (nearly 7% of total) to the global wealth. 
The biggest contribution has come from the US at $4 trillion 
(45% of total) and China at $1.9 trillion (21% of total).
The average wealth per adult globally stood at $70,849, 
according to the 10th edition of the Global Wealth Report 
published by CSRI. Wealth per adult for India at $14,569 is 
nearly 80% below the global average. 
How is wealth defined and calculated?  
Wealth is defined in terms of “net worth” of an individual. 
This, in turn, is calculated by adding up the value of 
financial assets (such as money) and real assets (such as 
houses) and then subtracting any debts an individual may 
have.
The US and Europe have the highest wealth per adult at 
$417,694 and $153,973, respectively.
The growth in household debt for India was one of the 
highest globally at 11.5% versus global average of 4%. 
Still, it is below that for the developed nations. 
According to the Wealth Report, personal debt for India is 
estimated to be at $1,345, or 8% of gross assets.
For India, the growth in financial assets was just 1.4% 
to $37 billion. The growth was below global average of 
2%. 
For India, personal wealth in India is dominated by 
property, other real assets and less of financial assets. 
Non-financial assets grew by 7% to $708 billion. Globally, 
non-financial assets rose by 3.7% to $ 6.7 trillion.

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

India opts out of  RCEP 
agreement.

Govt. accords ‘Maharatna’ 
status to Power Grid Corp, 

HPCL.

FASTag will be Mandatory 
for all vehicle from 

December 1.

Tiger Woods made history by winning the Zozo Championship in Japan for his 82nd US PGA Tour 
victory, equalling Sam Snead's 54-year-old record.
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Interlocking System 
has been installed at 
Tundla Junction in 
Uttar Pradesh as a 
part of upgradation 
process.  
This new Electronic 
system has replaced 
outdated 65-year 
old Mechanical Signalling System at Tundla Junction.  
The introduction of advanced system is expected to help 
railways to speed up trains and achieve the goal of reducing 
travel time between Delhi and Howrah to nearly 12 hours 
from existing 17-19 hours. 
Besides improving the punctuality of trains on New Delhi-
Howrah mainline, the work will also have manifold benefits 
during incoming foggy season through safe and detention 
free handling of trains at Tundla Junction.  
Tundla Jn. is an important station on this super-saturated 
route that operates 160% of its designed capacity. Tundla 
was having 613 route combinations which is only 2nd to 
Kharagpur in South Eastern Railway with 800 routes.  
Grand Chord is part of Howrah-Gaya-Delhi line and 
Howrah-Allahabad-Mumbai line. It acts as a link between 
Sitarampur in West Bengal and Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyay 
Junction in Uttar Pradesh (UP). 
A lot of important trains pass through this 
route which connects national capital with 
eastern region of country. It covers a stretch 
of 450 kilometres falling in North Central 
Railway Zone (NCRZ).

Govt. accords ‘Maharatna’ status to 
Power Grid Corp, HPCL      25 Oct' 19

Government of India has accorded ‘Maharatna’ 
status to public sector undertaking’s (PSU’s) 
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) 

and Power Grid Corporation. 
Two separate orders to this effect were issued by 
Department of Public Enterprises, under Union Ministry of 
Heavy Industry and Public Enterprises.  
The grant of Maharatna status to state-owned enterprises 
Hindustan Petroleum and Power Grid Corporation 
will impart greater operational and financial autonomy 
thus enhancing powers to their Boards to take financial 
decisions.  
Boards of Maharatna PSU can make equity investments 
to undertake financial joint ventures (JV) and wholly 

The country was 77th among 190 countries in the previous 
ranking last year, an improvement by 23 places. The report 
assess improvement in ease of doing business environment 
in Delhi and Mumbai.
While there has been substantial progress, India still lags 
in areas such as enforcing contracts (163rd) and registering 
property (154th). It takes 58 days and costs on average 7.8% 
of a property’s value to register it, longer and at greater cost 
than among OECD high-income economies. 
And it takes 1,445 days for a company to resolve a 
commercial dispute through a local first-instance court, 
almost three times the average time in OECD high-income 
economies. In Doing Business 2020, India along with other 
top improvers implemented a total of 59 regulatory reforms 
in 2018/19—accounting for one-fifth of all the reforms 
recorded worldwide.
Doing Business acknowledges the 10 economies that 
improved the most on the ease of doing business after 
implementing regulatory reforms. 
In Doing Business 2020, the 10 top improvers are Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan, Togo, Bahrain, Tajikistan, Pakistan, 
Kuwait, China, India, and Nigeria.
Completing the procedures required to build a warehouse 
now costs only 4% of the warehouse value. Building quality 
control measures were also improved, and now only six 
economies in the world score better than India’s 14.5 out 
of 15 on this index.  
Importing and exporting became easier for companies for 
the fourth consecutive year. With the latest reforms, India 
now ranks 68th globally on this indicator and performs 
significantly better than the regional average. 
The time necessary for the logistical processes of exporting 
and importing goods has been significantly reduced.  
Doing business ranking is based on quantitative indicators 
on regulation for starting a business, 
dealing with construction permits, getting 
electricity, registering property, getting 
credit, protecting minority investors, paying 
taxes, trading across borders, enforcing 
contracts and resolving insolvency.

Indian Railways installs most 
advanced Electronic Interlocking 

System at Tundla Junction      24 Oct' 19

Indian Railways has installed the most advanced 
Electronic Interlocking System on the Grand Chord 
route. The Grand Chord route is one of the busiest 

section of railways. This most advanced and safer Electronic 

Karnataka crowned Vijay Hazare Trophy 2019-20 champions.
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 # Coal India Limited is to get associated with Jal Shakti 
Abhiyan to conserve water and provide treated mine 
water to the populace in and around mining areas.

 # Under the Corporate Social Responsibility  the CIL will 
participate in Tuberculosis Eradication Programme of 
GoI and will help eradicate the disease in and around 
mining areas.

Significance
 # As the demand for power is rising steeply, there is 

enough opportunity for both government and private 
sectors to produce coal without adversely impacting 
each other.

 # With government’s recent decision of 
100% FDI (Foreign Direct Investment) 
in coal sector, the coal import will be 
greatly minimized.

ADb offers 451 Million Dollar for 
Chennai-Kanyakumari Industrial 

Corridor      05 Nov' 19

The Asian Development Bank will provide a $451 
million (appx. Rs.3,200 crore) loan to strengthen 
power connectivity between southern and northern 

parts of Chennai-Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor (CKIC) 
in Tamil Nadu. As per ADB, the Manila-headquartered 
multilateral agency the total cost of the project is $653.5 
million, of which the government will provide $202.5 million.  
About Chennai-Kanyakumari Industrial Corridor (CKIC) 
On January 2019 Tamil Nadu Government passed a bill to 
amend Tamil Nadu Industrial Township Area Development 
Authority Act, 1997 (TNITADA) to turn CKIC project 
worth Rs.64.48 billion into reality.  The first phase of CKIC 
project will have Madurai-Virudhnagar-Dindigul-Theni and 
Thoothukudi-Tirunelveli nodes. The focus of CKIC will be 
on manufacturing.  ADB has been assisting in developing 
CKIC, which covers Tamil Nadu’s 23 out of 32 districts, 
accounting for 64% of Tamil Nadu’s area and 70% of state 
population. The ADB project will allow more power, (which 
includes renewable energy) to be transferred from new 
generation facilities in south CKIC to north, where demand 
is high.  The project includes constructing 400- kilovolt kV 
network to pool power generated at renewable and thermal 
power plants in Thoothukudi district to Virudhunagar district 
in Tamil Nadu. An extra-high voltage 765- kV transmission 
link for transferring 9,000 MW of extra capacity will be 
esablished from Virudhunagar in southern CKIC northwards 
to major industrial center of Coimbatore and state capital 
Chennai. The estimated date of completion of project is by 
end of 2024.  CKIC will help in promoting Tamil Nadu’s 

owned subsidiaries and undertake mergers and acquisitions 
(M&A) in India as well as abroad. 
This is however subjected to a ceiling of 15% of net worth 
of concerned CPSE, limited to Rs 5,000 crore in one 
project.  
The Boards can also structure and implement schemes 
relating to personnel as well as human resource management 
and training. 
They can also enter into technology JVs or other strategic 
alliances, among others.  
Holding companies of a ‘Maharatna’ PSU are also 
empowered to float fresh equity, transfer assets, divest 
shareholding in subsidiaries, but are subjected to condition 
that the delegation will only be in respect of subsidiaries set 
up by holding company. Hindustan Petroleum Corporation 
Limited (HPCL) & Power Grid Corporation of India It is an 
Indian oil and natural gas company which is headquartered 
at Mumbai, Maharashtra. It was incorporated in 1974 
after the takeover and merger of erstwhile Esso Standard 
and Lube India. The merger was done through the Esso 
(Acquisition of Undertaking in India) Act passed by 
Parliament. Power Grid Corporation of India Limited is 
state-owned Maharatna company. It is 
India’s largest electric power transmission 
utility firm engaged mainly in Transmission 
of Power. It is a listed company since 
2007 and is headquartered in Gurugram, 
Haryana.

Coal India targets to produce 1 billion 
tons of coal by 2024      02 Nov' 19

The coal 
Ministry has 
a n n o u n c e d 

that Coal India 
Limited (CIL) will 
produce 750 million 
tons of coal by the 
end of financial year 
2020-21. It will 
further increase the coal production to 1 billion tons by 
2023-24.
Currently CIL has a target of 660 million tons of coal 
production. This is 82% of country’s coal output.
Highlights

 # At the 45th Foundation Day of CIL, the Minister of 
Coal and Mines announced the above target. Also, the 
ministry is to boost new jobs by 10,000.

Pavan Kapoor, a 1990 batch Indian Foreign Service officer took charge as the new Ambassador to 
UAE. Ambassador Pavan Kapoor replaced Navdeep Singh Suri.
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issues and concerns. 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi made 
the announcement 
during his speech at 
the RCEP Summit in 
Bangkok yesterday, 
which was attended 
by several world 
leaders. Mr Modi said, the present form of the agreement 
does not fully reflect the basic spirit and the agreed guiding 
principles. He said the agreement also did not satisfactorily 
address India's outstanding issues and concerns, hence 
it was not possible for New Delhi to sign it. The Prime 
Minister said India stands for greater regional integration 
as well as for more free trade and adherence to a rule-based 
international order.

Later, speaking at a press conference in Bangkok, Secretary 
(East) in the Ministry of External Affairs, Vijay Thakur 
Singh said India's core issues would not be compromised 
and the latest decision has been taken in the interest of the 
nation. Ms Thakur said the RCEP agreement with China 
and ASEAN countries does not reflect its original intent, 
and the outcome is not balanced.

AIR correspondent reports during his visit, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi took part in 16th India-ASEAN summit 
and 14th East Asia summit. Mr. Modi asked ASEAN 
countries to combat terrorism and extremism in the region. 
The Prime Minister also appealed to participating countries 
to come together to take stern against those nations who are 
providing shelter to terrorists and extremists. 

Mr. Modi reaffirmed India’s commitment to strengthen 
strategic and economic cooperation. On the sidelines of 
summits, Prime Minister Modi held bilateral meetings 
with his counterparts of Australia, Japan, Vietnam, 
and Thailand. Besides, he also held discussions with 
President of Indonesia Joko Widod and Myanmar's State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi. Leaders of these countries 
agreed to further strengthen the bilateral cooperation for 
achieving the shared objective of peace, prosperity, and 
progress of the Indo-Pacific region. Besides, the leaders 
also discussed the threat of extremism and terrorism and 
agreed to work closely to tackle the menace. In Golden 
Jubilee Celebrations of Aditya Birla Group, Mr. Modi 
exhorted industrialists to invest in India. The Prime 
Minister also addressed the Indian diaspora in Bangkok 
for the first time.

Leaders have hailed the Central government's decision of 
not joining the RCEP. In a tweet, Home Minister Amit Sha 
said India's decision not to sign RCEP agreement reflects 

economic development by delivering a 
more reliable and competitive power supply 
for industry and services within the state, 
which will in turn increase jobs and improve 
livelihoods.

MSDE, IbM jointly launches Skills 
build platform      05 Nov' 19

The Union Ministry of Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) has launched the Skills 
Build platform in collaboration with IBM, an 

American multinational IT (information technology) 
company. SkillsBuild offers digital learning content 
from IBM and partners like CodeDoor, Skillsoft and 
Coorpacademy. The programme offers a 2-year advanced 
diploma in IT, networking and cloud computing at 
Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) & National Skill 
Training Institutes (NSTIs). The platform co-created and 
designed by IBM will also be extended to train ITI & 
NSTI faculty on building skills in Artificial Intelligence 
(AI).  The digital platform will also provide a personal 
assessment of cognitive capabilities and personality via 
MyInnerGenius to the enrolled students. They will then 
learn foundational knowledge about digital technologies, 
as well as professional skills like resume-writing, 
communication and problem solving. The Students will 
also receive recommendations on role-based education for 
specific jobs that include technical as well as professional 
learning.  
This initiative is also part of IBM’s global commitment to 
create a job-ready workforce and to build Next-Gen of skills 
needed for new collar careers. The platform is deployed 
with support of leading NGOs such as Unnati and Edunet 
Foundation. Thereby, IBM Volunteers along with NGOS 
will offer students personalised coaching and experiential 
learning opportunities.  Significance This Skills Build 
platform initiative will help youth to scale themselves as 
per changing market trends. The platform will also help 
students develop technical as well as professional skills 
needed for competitive ‘new collar’ jobs. 
It will also reinforce IBM’s commitment 
in enabling life-long learning in India and 
aligning with Skills India initiative by 
Union Government.

India opts out of RCEP agreement      
05 Nov' 19

India has decided not to join the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) deal as 
negotiations failed to address New Delhi's outstanding 

Former Parliamentarian and veteran CPI leader Gurudas Dasgupta died.
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Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan released the 14th National Health Profile (NHP), 2019 and its e-book 

in New Delhi.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's strong leadership and 
unflinching resolve to protect the national 
interest in all circumstances. Mr Shah 
said, the decision will ensure support to 
India's farmers, MSME sector, dairy and 
manufacturing sectors pharmaceutical, 
steel and chemical industries.

World’s first CNG port terminal to be 
built in Gujarat      11 Nov' 19

Gujarat govt. 
has given its 
approval to a 

Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG) terminal 
facility at Bhavnagar 
port. This would 
be the world’s first 
CNG port terminal. 
The approval for this was given by Gujarat Infrastructure 
Development Board headed by Chief Minister Vijay 
Rupani.  
World’s first CNG port terminal  Background: 
The Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) had signed 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with UK-
based Foresight Group to set up this port terminal 
at Bhavnagar in the Vibrant Gujarat Summit held in 
January 2019. 
The existing port at Bhavnagar is administered by Gujarat 
Maritime Board (GMB).  
Company Involved: 
The terminal will be jointly built by Foresight Group and 
Mumbai-based Padmanabh Mafatlal Group. 
The consortium of company will invest Rs.1,900 crore out 
of which Rs.1,300 crore will be invested in 1st phase and 
Rs.600 crore in 2nd phase.  
Features:  
The existing Bhavnagar port have a capacity to handle 
three MMTPA cargo, and new terminals would take the 
overall capacity to nine MMTPA.  
The proposed CNG terminal at Bhavnagar port will have 
a cargo capacity to handle of 1.5 million metric tonne per 
annum (MMTPA) and will also develop facilities such 
as Ro-Ro terminal, liquid cargo terminal and container 
terminal.  

Developing CNG and other terminals on north side 
of existing port would require major 
modifications in existing infrastructure, 
including dredging in water channel of 
port basin, construction of two lock gates 
as well as off-shore infrastructure for CNG 
transportation.

FASTag will be Mandatory for all 
vehicle from December 1      19 Nov' 19

The National 
Electronic Toll 
C o l l e c t i o n 

(Fastag) program, 
a major initiative 
of the Ministry of 
Road Transport and 
Highways and the 
National Highways 
Authority of India (NHAI), has been implemented at Pan-
India level to eliminate bottlenecks on toll plazas and 
ensure uninterrupted movement of traffic. 

The purpose of FASTag is to collect usage fees as per the 
notified rates using radio frequency identification (RFID) 
technology.

In order to promote digital payments and increase 
transparency, the Ministry has ordered all National 
Highways to be declared as "Fastag lanes" from 1 December 
2019, while one lane (in each direction) will be hybrid. 

It has been made mandatory to pay online for FASTag from 
1 December 2019. It was decided to start the trial of the 
FASTag order on some identified National Highways from 
1st November 2019 and it is gradually moving towards all 
the toll plazas.

According to the notification of the Government Gazette, if 
any vehicle is entering the "FASTag Lane" without FASTag 
on the National Highway Toll Plaza, it will have to pay 
double the fee applicable for that category of vehicle.

The biggest advantage of using FASTag is that there will 
be no need to stop on toll plaza. No one needs to keep cash 
with them due to the convenience of payment. Paper is also 
less used on toll plazas if FASTag is used. 
There will be less pollution because of the 
absence of long queues of vehicles. Many 
types of cashback and other offers are also 
available on FASTag.
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Olympic Games by 
the IOC's Task Force 
for the sport.
Mary Kom will 
represent the 
Asian bloc in the 
group, which also 
comprises two-time 
Olympic and world 
gold-medallist Vasyl Lamachenko and five-time world 
champion and 2016 Olympic gold-winner Julio Cesar La 
Cruz among others.
The 36-year-old Indian recently surpassed herself as 
the most successful boxer in the history of the world 
championships when she claimed her eighth medal, a 
bronze, at the marquee event's latest edition in Russia. 
Mangte Chungneijang Mary Kom (born 1 March 1983) 
is an Indian Olympic boxer and incumbent Member of 
Parliament, Rajya Sabha.
She is the only woman to become World Amateur Boxing 
champion for a record six times, the only woman boxer 
to have won a medal in each one of the first seven World 
Championships, and the only boxer (male or female) to win 
eight World Championship medals (6G, 1S, 1B). 
Nicknamed Magnificent Mary, she is the only Indian 
woman boxer to have qualified for the 2012 Summer 
Olympics, competing in the flyweight (51 kg) category and 
winning the bronze medal. 
She had also been ranked as No. 1 AIBA World Women's 
Ranking Light Flyweight category.
She became the first Indian woman boxer to get a Gold 
Medal in the Asian Games in 2014 at Incheon, South Korea 
and is the first Indian woman boxer to win gold at the 2018 
Commonwealth Games. 
She is also the only boxer to become Asian Amateur Boxing 
Champion for record five times.
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Praveen Kumar wins Gold in Wushu 
World Championship      24 Oct' 19

Praveen Kumar 
has scripted 
the history 

by becoming the 
first Indian man to 
win a gold medal 
at Wushu World 
Championships. 
He defeated Russel 
Diaz of Philippines with 2-1 in the 48kg category event. 
The Indian saw off his Filipino opponent in men’s Sanda 
event of 15th World Wushu Championships held in Shanghai, 
China. It is a Chinese martial art which combines full-contact 
kickboxing, including close-range punches and kicks, with 
wrestling, throws, takedowns, kick catch and sweeps. In the 
semi-final, Praveen had earlier defeated Khasan Ikromov of 
Uzbekistan’ with 2-0 to set up the summit clash with Diaz.  
India has finished third overall in championship in event 
with a gold, 2 silvers and a bronze. Poonam in women’s 
75kg category and Sanathoi Devi in women’s 52kg category 
secured silver medals. Vikrant Baliyan 
bagged bronze in men’s 60kg category. 
In 2017, Pooja Kadian became the first 
Indian to be crowned world champion in 
wushu after she defeated Russia’s Evgeniya 
Stepanova in women’s 75 kg sanda event.

Mary Kom will represent Asian bloc 
in athlete ambassadors group in 
Tokyo Olympics 2020      31 Oct' 19

Six-time world champion M C Mary Kom has been 
included in a 10-strong athlete ambassadors group to 
represent boxers in the build-up to next year's Tokyo 

The 38th edition of the Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF) 2019 was inaugurated by Sheikh Dr 
Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah.
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On 26 April 2016, the President of India nominated Kom as 
a member of the Rajya Sabha, the upper house of the Indian 
parliament. In March 2017, the Ministry of Youth Affairs 
and Sports, Government of India, appointed Mary Kom 
along with Akhil Kumar as national observers for boxing.
After her sixth world title in 2018, the Government of 
Manipur has conferred on her the title "Meethoi Leima", 
loosely translated as great or exceptional lady in a 
felicitation ceremony held in Imphal on 11 December 
2018. At the function, the then Chief Minister of Manipur 
also declared that the stretch of road leading to the National 
Games village in Imphal West district, where Kom currently 
resides, would be named as MC Mary Kom Road.
Awards and recognitions
Mary Kom set a new standard in amateur boxing without 
ever competing in professional boxing. In 2015, Kom 
became the first amateur to surpass several professional 
athletes in India in earnings, endorsements and awards. She 
is the first amateur athlete to win the Padma Bhushan.
The International Boxing Association (AIBA) awarded 
Mary Kom with the first AIBA Legends awards for 
"promising boxing career".
The International Boxing Association (AIBA) announced 
Mary Kom as the brand ambassador for 2016 AIBA 
Women's World Boxing. Championships
Padma Bhushan (Sports), 2013
Arjuna Award (Boxing), 2003
Padma Shri (Sports), 2006
People of the Year- Limca Book of Records, 2007
‘Magnificent Mary’, AIBA 2008
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award, 2009
International Boxing Association's 
Ambassador for Women's Boxing 2009 
Olympians for Life by WOA

South Africa wins Rugby World Cup      
03 Nov' 19

South Africa 
galloped by 
England to 

win the Rugby World 
Cup in Japan. The 
Springboks claimed 
the Cup for the first 
time since 2007. It 
was a rematch of the 

final game of 2007. Both teams scored only penalty kicks 
in the first half. South Africa led 12-6 at half time.
In the second half, the Springboks' Makazole Mapimpi and 
Cheslin Kolbe each pushed the ball across the line for the 
only two tries of the game. The final score was 32-12.
The Springboks became the second team after New Zealand 
to win three World Cup titles.
South Africa have played at seven of the nine Rugby World 
Cup tournaments, having been unable to compete in the 
first two tournaments due to a sports boycott during the 
apartheid era. Following the end of apartheid, they hosted 
the 1995 Rugby World Cup and won the tournament and 
they were champions again at the 2007 tournament in 
France. The Springboks then made history when they beat 
England in the Rugby World Cup 2019 in Japan, achieved 
under the leadership of captain Siya Kolisi and the coaching 
of Rassie Erasmus, the masterful tactician, whose skillfully 
executed game plan, ultimately outsmarted the equally 
brilliant tactics of England coach Eddie Jones. This win, like 
the Springboks win in 1995, brought hope and unity to their 
nation and was an important victory for all South Africans. 
With three tournament wins, they are undoubtedly the best 
performing team in Rugby World Cup history, considering 
they have only played in seven of the nine tournaments 
that have been held. In addition to this, they are the only 
rugby team to have won every World Cup final they have 
played in. The New Zealand All Blacks have also won the 
tournament three times, however, they have played in all 
nine tournaments, meaning the Springboks have a much 
better winning rate.
The Rugby World Cup is a men's rugby union tournament 
contested every four years between the top international 
teams. The tournament was first held in 1987, when the 
tournament was co-hosted by New Zealand and Australia.
The winners are awarded the Webb Ellis Cup, named 
after William Webb Ellis, the Rugby School pupil who, 
according to a popular legend, invented rugby by picking 
up the ball during a football game. Four countries have 
won the trophy; New Zealand and South Africa three times, 
Australia twice, and England once. South Africa are the 
current champions, having defeated England in the final of 
the 2019 tournament in Japan.
The tournament is administered by World Rugby, the 
sport's international governing body. Sixteen teams were 
invited to participate in the inaugural tournament in 1987, 
however since 1999 twenty teams have taken part. Japan 
hosted the 2019 Rugby World Cup and France will host the 
next in 2023. On 21 August 2019, World Rugby announced 
that gender designations would be removed from the titles 
of the men's and women's World Cups. Accordingly, all 

In Lebanon, Prime Minister Saad Hariri has announced his resignation due to massive anti-government 
protests over political corruption and economic turmoil.
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Rafael Nadal secures No 1 spot for 
eighth time in his career      04 Nov' 19

Rafael Nadal 
is back to the 
world No. 1 

for the eighth time in 
his career in the ATP 
rankings released 
on 03rd November 
2019. The Spaniard 
goes up one place 
to overtake Novak Djokovic even though the Serb sealed 
his fifth Paris Masters title with a 6-3, 6-4 victory over 
Canadian Denis Shapovalov.
33-year-old Spaniard had leapfrogged Serbia’s Novak 
Djokovic for No. 1 in the world, while Switzerland’s Roger 
Federer remained at No. 3.
Nadal, whose last stint at the top ended a year ago on 
November 4, 2018, withdrew from his semifinal against 
Shapovalov in Paris. Djokovic slips down the rankings 
because he loses the points that he won a year ago in 
London when Nadal was absent.
Nadal has won 19 career Grand Slam titles, 
including two this year at the French Open 
and the U.S. Open. Djokovic won the other 
two in 2019 at the Australian Open and 
Wimbledon, where he fended off a double-
match point against Federer in the final.

India b wins Deodhar Trophy 
05 Nov' 19

Left-arm spinner 
Shahbaz Nadeem 
claimed four 

wickets as India B lifted 
the Deodhar Trophy 
with a comprehensive 
51-run win over India C 
in the final in Ranchi.
Electing to bat, India B 
recovered from early jolts to post a competitive 283 for 7, 
with fifties by Jadhav and Yashasvi Jaiswal 54 and  45 from 
Vijay Shankar down the order.
With bowlers Shahbaz Nadeem 4/32 and Mohammed Siraj 
2/43 India B restricted India C to 231 for 9 to complete the 
victory. India C lost skipper, 20-year-old Shubman Gill for 1, 
who became the youngest captain to lead a side in the Deodhar 
Trophy final, surpassing Virat Kohli's 10-year-old record.

future World Cups for men and women will officially bear 
the "Rugby World Cup" name. The first 
tournament to be affected by the new policy 
will be the next women's tournament to be 
held in New Zealand in 2021, which will 
officially be titled as "Rugby World Cup 
2021".

Lakshya Sen wins SaarLorLux Open 
badminton tournament in Germany      

04 Nov' 19

India's Lakshya 
Sen has won 
the SaarLorLux 

Open badminton 
tournament at 
Saarbrücken in 
Germany. He 
defeated Sen Weng 
Hong Yang of China 
in an exciting final last 
night.
World number 51 Lakshya took 59 minutes to overcome 
Weng in the summit clash. The 18-year-old from 
Uttarakhand had entered the final beating Kiran George in 
an all-Indian semifinal.
The 2019 SaarLorLux Open was a badminton tournament 
which took place at Saarlandhalle in Saarbrücken, 
Germany from 29 October to 3 November 2019 and had a 
total prize of $75,000. The SaarLorLux Open, previously 
known as BMW Badminton Cup, BMW Open, Bitburger 
Masters and Bitburger Open, is an international badminton 
tournament held in Germany since 1988. It is sponsored 
by the German pilsner beer brewery Bitburger and German 
automobile company BMW.
In 2018, this event was selected as part of the BWF Tour 
Super 100.
The 2019 SaarLorLux Open was the tenth and last Super 
100 tournament of the 2019 BWF World Tour and also 
part of the SaarLorLux Open championships, which had 
been held since 1988. This tournament was organized by 
German Badminton Association and sanctioned by the 
BWF.
Lakshya Sen (born 16 August 2001) is 
an Indian badminton player. Sen, born 
in Almora, Uttarakhand belongs to a 
badminton family. His father, D. K. Sen, is 
a coach in India and his brother, Chirag Sen, 
is also an international badminton player.

Four-day long event Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat Parv 2019 inaugurated in New Delhi. The event is 
being organized by the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, KVS.
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After Gill's departure, Mayank Agarwal 28 and Priyam 
Garg 74 added 54 runs before the opener was sent back by 
Nadeem in the 12th over.
Markande 27 took the team across the 200-mark but 
scoring at more than 10 runs an over in the remaining over 
proved too tall a task for the tail-enders as India C ended 
their innings at 232 for 9.
The Deodhar Trophy is a List A cricket competition 
in Indian domestic cricket. It is named after Prof. D. B. 
Deodhar (known as the Grand Old Man of Indian cricket) 
and is a 50-over knockout competition played on an annual 
basis among the 3 national level teams - India A, India B 
and India C.
The 2019–20 Deodhar Trophy was the 47th edition of the 
Deodhar Trophy, a List A cricket competition in India. It 
was contested between three teams selected by the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI). It took place in 
October and November 2019, after the Duleep Trophy 
and before the Ranji Trophy. India C were the defending 
champions.
India A lost both of their matches, therefore 
India B and India C progressed to the final. 
India B beat India C by 51 runs in the final 
to win the tournament.

Manu bhaker clinches gold in Asian 
Shooting Championships 2019 

06 Nov' 19

Birthday boy 
D e e p a k 
K u m a r 

secured India's 10th 
Olympic quota in 
shooting while Manu 
Bhaker claimed the 
women's 10m air 
pistol gold medal in 
the 14th Asian Championship.
Deepak gifted himself a bronze medal in men's 10m air 
rifle on the opening day of the championship.
The Jakarta Asian Games silver medallist shot 227.8 in the 
eight-man final to finish third on the podium and add to 
India's quotas for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.
Later in the day, 17-year-old Bhaker shot 244.3 to win the 
top prize in her event. The Haryana sensation, though, had 
already secured an Olympic quota at the Munich World 
Cup in May. China's Qian wang and Ranxin Jiang won the 
silver and bronze respectively in Bhaker's event.

President Ram Nath Kovind has launched endowment fund of IIT Delhi.

The other Indian competing in the event, Yashaswini Singh 
Deshwal finished sixth in the final.
The third Indian in the fray, Annu Raj Singh shot 569 for a 
20th place finish. The Indian trio claimed the team bronze 
with a total of 1731, behind Korea and China respectively.
Deepak, who turned 32 on Tuesday, qualified for the 
final in third place at the Lusail Shooting Complex after 
registering a sequence of scores that read 103.1 104.8 104.6 
105.0 105.6 103.7, giving him an aggregate of 626.8.
The rifleman, who won a bronze medal at the 2018 ISSF 
World Cup in Guadalajara last year, started the final with 
a 8.9, but roared back with nine straight scores of 10 and 
above to sit in third place after the first competition stage.
He continued to shoot well in the ensuing attempts and 
gifted himself a medal and his country a quota on the 
opening day of the prestigious tournament.
Deepak is the second Indian shooter to earn an Olympic 
quota in the men's 10m air rifle event after Divyansh Singh 
Panwar, who secured it in April.
China's Yukun Liu (250.5) claimed the gold medal after his 
incredible performance saw him shoot 10 and above in all 
the attempts. The silver went to Haonan Yu (249.1), also a 
Chinese. However, China already has earned two quotas in 
the same event, so they are not entitled to get any more. A 
maximum of two Olympic berths can be won by a country 
per event.
Deepak was the most experienced of the three Indian 
shooters in the fray, the others being Kiran Ankush Jadhav 
and Yash Vardhan, who finished 14th and 30th respectively.
Divyansh and Sanjeev Rajput -- both have secured quotas 
in earlier events -- shot in the Minimum Qualification Score 
(MQS) category.
The Junior Trap Mixed team pairing of Vivaan Kapoor 
and Manisha Keer also won a gold as India rounded off 
a profitable opening day at the Lusail Shooting Complex 
with five medals.
In the women's 10m Air Rifle, the Indian trio of Elavenil 
Valarivan, Anjum Moudgil and Apurvi Chandela won the 
team silver with a combined effort of 1883.2, finishing 
behind Korea (1891.7). Iran won the bronze.
Elavenil also made it through to the individual final, placing 
fifth eventually with a score of 187.1. She had earlier shot 
a solid 629 in qualification to make it to the finals in fourth 
place. Anjum Moudgil missed making the finals narrowly, 
finishing ninth with a score of 627.6 while Apurvi Chandela 
finished 12th with 626.6.
India entered the tournament having secured nine Tokyo 
Olympics quotas in rifle and pistol events.
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Odisha’s Capital 
Bhubaneswar has 
become a hockey hub 
in India as it has been 
hosting a majority of 
tournaments. The city 
most recently hosted 
Olympic qualifiers.  
Key Highlights 
The 2020 Hockey Pro League will be played between 11 
January and 28 June 2020. It will feature 144 matches in 
the coming season.  

The first match will feature the Netherlands and China 
on 11 January 2020 at the Wujin Hockey Stadium in 
Changzhou, China.  The first team that India will host in 
second Hockey Pro League is the Netherlands on January 
18.  Australia’s home matches will be played in Perth and 
Sydney and England will be playing its share in London, 
UK.  

THE VENUES:  

ASIA: India: Bhubaneswar; China: Changzhou  

EUROPE: Germany: Mengladbach, Hamburg, Berlin; 
Spain: Valencia; Great Britain: London; The Netherlands: 
Utrecht, Rotterdam, Hertogenbosch, Amsterdam; Belgium: 
Antwerp  
AMERICA: USA: North Carolina; Argentina: Buenos 
Aires, San Miguel de Tucuman  
AUSTRALIA: Australia: Perth, Sydney; New Zealand: 
Christchurch, Auckland 
International Hockey Federation (FIH) is the international 
governing body of field hockey and indoor field hockey. 
Its headquarters are in Lausanne, Switzerland and the 
president is Narinder Batra. FIH is responsible for field 
hockey's major international tournaments, notably the 
World Cup. FIH was founded on 7 January 1924 in 
Paris by Paul Léautey, who became the first president, in 
response to field hockey's omission from the programme 
of the 1924 Summer Olympics. First members complete 
to join the seven founding members were Austria, 
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, Hungary, Spain and 
Switzerland.
In 1982, the FIH merged with the International Federation 
of Women's Hockey Associations (IFWHA), which 
had been founded in 1927 by Australia, 
Denmark, England, Ireland, Scotland, 
South Africa, the United States and Wales. 
The organisation is based in Lausanne, 
Switzerland since 2005, having moved 
from Brussels, Belgium.

China are currently leading the charts with 25 quotas and 
is followed by Korea and hosts Japan with 12 slots each, in 
terms of quotas won. With 38 quotas on offer, the country 
is fielding a 41-member team six entries for 
Minimum Qualification Score (MQS) across 
the 15 Olympic events. The tournament is the 
last chance for shooters to earn quotas for the 
Tokyo Olympics, slated for next July-August.

Virat, Jasprit retain top positions in ICC 
Player Rankings 2019      13 Nov' 19

Indian skipper 
Virat Kohli and 
star bowler Jasprit 

Bumrah have retained 
their top ranks in the 
latest ICC ODI player 
rankings, released 
by the International 
Cricket Council 
(ICC). While Virat Kohli topped the ODI batsmen rankings 
with 895 rating points, Jasprit Bumrah topped the ODI bowlers 
ranking list with 797 points.   Rohit Sharma, who has been 
sensational with the bat this season in all three formats, also 
retained his second position in the ODI batting rankings with 
863 points. Jasprit Bumrah is the only Indian bowler to feature 
in the ODI top 10 list, as Kuldeep Yadav and Yuzvendra 
Chahal were pushed to 12th and 14th positions respectively.
Bangladesh's all-rounder Shakib al Hasan, who is currently 
serving one-year ban, has been dropped from the latest ICC 
ODI and T20I player rankings. Shakib was ranked at the 
top in the list of all-rounders in ODIs and at the second 
position in T20I rankings. England's Ben Stokes is now 
ranked at the top of the ODI all-rounder rankings list with 
319 points. The only Indian cricketer to feature among 
the top 10 all-rounders is Hardik Pandya, who is placed 
at the 10th position with 246 points. In the ICC ODI Team 
Rankings, England retained its lead in 
the table with 125 rating points, followed 
by India at the second position with 122 
rating points and New Zealand at the third 
position with 112 points.

2020 Hockey Pro League: 
bhubaneswar to host India’s home 

matches      20 Nov' 19

International Hockey Federation (FIH), the sport’s 
governing body announced that Bhubaneswar will host 
India’s home matches of 2020 Hockey Pro League. 

Two new countries Eritrea and Saint Kitts and Nevis have signed the International Solar Alliance's 
(ISA) Framework Agreement at its second Assembly held in New Delhi.
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Stanford researchers create new 
catalyst that can turn carbon dioxide 

into fuels      23 Oct' 19

Researchers at Stanford University has discovered a 
new process that shows promise in turning carbon 
dioxide back into usable fuels, and yields four times 

as much fuel as previous approaches. The research was 
published in the journal Angewandte Chemie. The research 
was carried out by Aisulu Aitbekova and Matteo Cargnello.
Next steps include trying to reduce harmful byproducts from 
these reactions, such as the toxic pollutant carbon monoxide. 
The group is also developing ways to make other beneficial 
products, not just fuels. One such product is olefins, which 
can be used in a number of industrial applications and are 
the main ingredients for plastics. Previous efforts to convert 
CO2 to fuel involved a two-step process. The first step 
reduces CO2 to carbon monoxide, then the second combines 
the CO with hydrogen to make hydrocarbon fuels. 
Cargnello thought completing both steps in a single reaction 
would be much more efficient, and set about creating a new 
catalyst that could simultaneously strip an oxygen molecule 
off of CO2 and combine it with hydrogen. (Catalysts 
induce chemical reactions without being used up in the 
reaction themselves.) The team succeeded by combining 
ruthenium and iron oxide nanoparticles into a catalyst. 
The team did not set out to create this core-shell structure 
but discovered it through collaboration with Simon Bare, 
distinguished staff scientist, and others at the SLAC 
National Accelerator Laboratory. SLAC’s sophisticated 
X-ray characterization technologies helped the researchers 
visualize and examine the structure of their new catalyst. 
Without this collaboration, Cargnello said they would not 
have discovered the optimal structure.
Cargnello thinks the two catalysts act in tag-team fashion 
to improve the synthesis. He suspects the ruthenium makes 

Ozone Hole records smallest size till 
date      23 Oct' 19

NASA reported 
that ozone 
hole near 

south pole is in its 
smallest size since it 
was discovered.  In 
2006, the hole was 10.3 
million square miles. 
However, recently it 
has reduced to 3.6 million square miles. Scientists say that the 
hole is smaller than it was found in 1985. Every year, the ozone 
hole reaches its peak in September and October and disappears 
by late December.  Earth’s ozone layer shields life from harmful 
solar radiation.  The man-made chlorine compounds that can 
last in air for 100 years nibbled at the Ozone particles. This led 
to thinning of the Ozone layer in the Southern Hemisphere.  
After it was found in 1985, the International Montreal 
Protocol was framed in 1987. It is the only protocol ratified 
at the United Nations that bans chlorine compounds in 
refrigerators and aerosols. Unfortunately, the reason for the 
reduction of ozone hole is not the steps to reduce the usage 
of chlorine compounds. It is because of climate change. 
Climate Change-a Reason Chlorine in air requires cold 
temperatures in stratosphere to form chemical clouds that 
actually react with ozone. The clouds now go away as they 
are being warmed up due to elevated temperatures. The 
temperatures were 29 degrees warmer than the average. 
The winds dropped from 161 miles per hour to 67 miles 
per hour.  Though Climate change is the sole reason, it is 
being hastened by global warming. The 
Southern Polar Vortex just like the northern 
one started to break down. This is the main 
reason for the sudden and huge reduction in 
ozone hole.
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Chandrayan-3 planned in 
November 2020.

Ozone Hole records 
smallest size till date.

First national protocol to 
count India’s Snow Leopard 

population launched.

The third edition of the Guwahati International Film Festival (GIFF) started off on 31st October 2019 
with a platter of 100 movies from 625countries.
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Project Snow Leopard is an initiative of Environment 
Ministry. It aims to safeguard and conserve India’s unique 
natural heritage of high altitude wildlife populations and 
their habitats by promoting conservation via participatory 
policies and actions.  
NOTE: Snow leopards, which live primarily in mountainous 
regions of Central and Southern Asia are extremely difficult 
to spot, which further makes it tough to 
accurately estimate their population.
Worldwide, less than 2% of snow leopard 
habitats have been sampled to assess their 
population.

Scientists accidentally discover a 
monstrous galaxy      29 Oct' 19

Scientists have 
acc identa l ly 
discovered ‘the 

footprints a monstrous 
galaxy’ being called 
as ‘Cosmic Yeti’ in 
early universe that 
has never been seen 
before. 
The discovery provides new insights into the 
first growing steps of some of biggest galaxies in 
universe. The astronomical findings were published in 
Astrophysical Journal. The scientists have equated the 
newly found monstrous galaxy to the mythical Yeti as 
earlier the scientific community generally regarded these 
galaxies as folklore, given the lack of evidence of their 
existence, but recently the astronomers in United States 
and Australia managed to snap a picture of the beast for 
first time. 
Recent studies found that some of the biggest galaxies 
in young universe matured extremely quickly, this is 
something that is not yet understood theoretically.  The 
“cosmic Yeti” galaxy so far might have been concealed 
by dust clouds and had as many stars as the Milky Way. 
It was forming new stars at a rate that was over 100 times 
faster than in Milky Way.  The major puzzle remains that 
these mature galaxies appear to come out of nowhere as 
the astronomers never seem to catch them while they 
are forming. But now the new finding could provide 
insights into universe’s infancy.  The 
research team discovered a faint light blob 
during observations using Atacama Large 
Millimeter Array (ALMA) and estimated 
that light from this galaxy has taken 12.5 
billion years to reach Earth.

hydrogen chemically ready to bond with the carbon from 
CO2. The hydrogen then spills into the iron shell, which 
makes the carbon dioxide more reactive.
When the group tested their catalyst in the lab, they found 
that the yield for fuels such as ethane, propane and butane 
was much higher than their previous 
catalyst. However, the group still faces a 
few challenges. They’d like to reduce the 
use of noble metals such as ruthenium, 
and optimize the catalyst so that it can 
selectively make only specific fuels.

First national protocol to count India’s 
Snow Leopard population launched      

24 Oct' 19

On the 
occasion of 
International 

Snow Leopard Day, 
Union Ministry of 
Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) launched 
the first national 
protocol to enumerate the population of this elusive and 
endangered species of snow leopard in India. 
The Day is celebrated on 23 October every year to protect 
and conserve snow leopards and preserve beautiful wildlife 
of Himalayas. The Snow Leopard Population Assessment 
in India (SPAI) will contribute to global ‘Population 
Assessment of the World’s Snow Leopard’s (PAWS) 
initiative. Its launch was announced at the inaugural session 
of 4th steering committee meeting of Global Snow Leopard 
and Ecosystem Protection Program (GSLEP), held in New 
Delhi. In the GSLEP, delegates from countries including 
Nepal, Bhutan and Mongolia discussed conservation 
efforts and reviewed steps to be taken for future protection 
of the high-altitude predator.  
It was decided at the meet that-  All Snow leopard range 
countries can work together and enumerate the number of 
snow leopards. Also, these countries must strive to double 
snow leopard population in the coming decade. Need of 
the hour is green economy and cross country cooperation 
for the conservation of wildlife. Snow Leopards in India 
India is believed to have about 400 to 700 snow leopards 
spread across Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Uttarakhand, 
Himachal Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim.  
Snow leopards are top predators, thus play a critical role 
in their ecosystem. Poaching is a major threat for them.   

The US has formally notified the UN of its withdrawal from the 2015 Paris climate accord.
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Chandrayan-3 planned in November 
2020      15 Nov' 19

The Indian 
Space Research 
Organisat ion 

(ISRO) has announced 
their intention to send 
a second mission to 
soft-land on the Moon 
by November 2020. In 
the agency's first and 
recent attempt, which went awry on 7 September after a 
loss of communication with the landing module (consisting 
of a lander and a rover) resulted in a partial failure of the 
Chandrayaan 2 mission.
While the lander and rover are thought to have been 
destroyed in a crash landing, the mission is still survived 
by the Orbiter. The Chandrayaan 2 orbiter has several 
scientific, imaging and mapping instruments onboard, 
has captured its first three-dimensional map of a structure 
on the moon — an impact crater. For the Chandrayaan 3 
mission, as this second attempt has been dubbed, engineers 
and scientists at ISRO will design and build an entirely new 
lander and rover. Since the Chandrayaan 2 mission already 
has a functional orbiter that is currently in orbit around the 
Moon, Chandrayaan 3 will not feature an orbiter of its own.
In its stead, the lander and rover will be accompanied by an 
additional "detachable module" that packs the engine and 
fuel needed for the journey. This module will tentatively 
be called the "propulsion module", the report adds. The 
Chandrayaan 3 mission will also feature fewer orbital 
manoeuvers than Chandrayaan 2, which had a total of 6 
orbit raises around the Earth and the Moon. After a very 
long time, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
had released images and the first scientific data from the 
Chandrayaan 2 mission, which is survived 
by the Orbiter. Captured by the Orbiter's 
High-Resolution Camera (OHRC) from an 
altitude of ~100 km, ISRO shared that the 
images are the highest resolution visuals 
ever taken of the Moon.

Temperature will increase 4˚C after 
71 years      15 Nov' 19

The Lancet Countdown Report 2019 highlights the 
fact that if global warming does not mitigate and the 
world continues to move in the same way, today's 

children will be facing a 4 degree hotter world on their 71st 
birthday.  The report highlights that today's children are the 

most affected by climate change. Their body and immunity 
are still developing. In such a situation, they are being 
affected due to pollution and experience lifelong health 
issues. The Lancet Countdown Report 2019 says that 
Climate Change has become a global concern that results 
in rising temperatures, frequent and extreme weathers.  
The report was prepared by experts and scientists from 35 
academic institutions and UN agencies. The report also 
explained that the entire eco-system has been affected due 
to climate change and immediate action is required.  
Lancet Countdown Report 2019: Child Health Findings 

 # If the world progresses like this, then not only the 
childhood but the whole life will be affected from 
adolescence to old age. 

 # The report said that if the Paris Agreement is 
implemented then today's child will see good results in 
his sixth and eleventh birthday. 

 # If global warming is not stopped and the world continues 
to move in this way, then today's children will be facing 
a four degree hot world on their 71st birthday. 

 # At that stage diseases will increase due to heat stroke, 
grain production will be reduced. In such a situation, 
these children will face health hazards at every stage 
of their lives.

Agriculture related Findings
 # It was highlighted in the report that the average 

production of major crops like maize and rice has been 
declined in India by 2 per cent since the 1960s.

 # Production of four key crops, wheat, maize, rice and 
soyabean has been declined globally by 6%, 7.4%, 
3.2% and 3.1% respectively.

 # Agricultural losses due to rise in temperature will 
further increase if concrete steps will not be taken.

 # Fisheries and aquaculture has been threatened due to 
ocean acidification, sea-level rise, frequent weather 
events and sea-surface temperature rise.

Pollution related Findings
 # The Lancet Countdown Report 2019 highlights that 

dangerous level of outdoor fine particulate air pollution 
(PM 2.5) was the reason of over 5 Lakh premature 
deaths in India in 2016.

 # In India, coal contributed to over 97,400 deaths while 
coal based energy supply increased 
11% in India.

 # Pollution in India will lead loss of life, 
health issues, climate problems and 
ecological challenges.
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Three Indian-origin CEOs featured in 
HbR’s top 10 best-performing CEOs      

30 Oct' 19

Three Indian-
origin chief 
e x e c u t i v e 

officers (CEOs) 
have been featured 
in ‘The Best-
Performing CEOs in 
World, 2019′ list of 
world’s top 10 best-
performing chief executives. The list is compiled by the 
Harvard Business Review (HBR) and features 100 CEOs.
The list has been topped by American technology company 
NVIDIA’s CEO Jensen Huang.  Indian CEO’s: Among the 
world’s top 10 best-performing chief executives on list, 
three spots have been occupied by Indian-origin CEOs. The 
6th spot is held by Adobe CEO Shantanu Narayen, followed 
by MasterCard CEO Ajay Banga, ranked 7th and Microsoft 
chief Satya Nadella on 9th spot. The list also features India-
born CEO of DBS Bank Piyush Gupta on 89th spot.  The list 
also includes, Apple CEO Tim Cook who is ranked 62nd, 
Nike CEO Mark Parker ranked 20, JP Morgan Chase chief 
Jamie Dimon ranked 23, Lockheed Martin CEO Marillyn 
Hewson ranked 37, Disney CEO Robert Iger ranked 55 and 
SoftBank head Masayoshi Son ranked 96.  The 2019 list has 
four female CEOs in top half of rankings (up from three in 
2018). On average, executives on list became CEOs at age 
45 and have been in office 15 years.  Parameters: HBR took 
into account 3 metrics for each tenure of CEO’s- the total 
shareholder return which includes dividends reinvested 
adjusted by country and by industry and change in m-cap 
(market capitalisation) adjusted for share issues, share 
repurchases and dividends measured in inflation-adjusted 
USD.  Since 2015, the rankings in list have been based not 

Rafael Nadal is back to the world No. 1 for the eighth time in his career in the ATP rankings released.

only on financial performance but also on Environmental, 
Social and Governance (ESG) Scores ratings. To compile 
list of world’s best-performing CEOs, the HBR began with 
companies that at the end of 2018 were 
in S&P Global 1200, which is an index 
that reflects 70% of world’s stock market 
capitalisation and includes firms in North 
America, Latin America, Europe, Australia 
and Asia.

UNESCO designates Mumbai and 
Hyderabad as member of UCCN      

01 Nov' 19

UNESCO has 
des ignated 
Mumbai as a 

member of UNESCO 
Creative Cities 
Network (UCCN) in 
the field of FILM and 
Hyderabad in the field 
of GASTRONOMY. 
Culture Minister Shri Prahlad Singh Patel has congratulated 
the people of Mumbai and Hyderabad for this unique 
distinction.
UCCN, created in 2004, is a network of cities which 
are thriving, active centres of cultural activities in their 
respective countries. The UNESCO Creative Cities 
Network now counts a total of 246 cities. The member cities 
that form part of the Network come from all continents and 
regions with different income levels and populations.
They work together towards a common mission: placing 
creativity and the creative economy at the core of their 
urban development plans to make cities safe, resilient, 
inclusive and sustainable, in line with the United Nations 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

UNESCO designates 
Mumbai and Hyderabad as 

member of  UCCN.

India hosts World Customs 
Organization RCP 

meeting of  Asia Pacific.

Three Indian-origin CEOs 
featured in HBR’s top 10 
best-performing CEOs.
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The 7 categories for recognition under UCCN are Crafts 
and Folk Arts, Design, Film, Gastronomy, Music, Media 
Arts and Literature. Previously, 3 Indian cities were 
recognized as members of UCCN, namely- Jaipur-Crafts 
and Folk Arts(2015), Varanasi-Creative city of Music 
(2015),Chennai-Creative city of Music(2017)
Ministry of Culture is the nodal Ministry of Government of 
India for all matters in UNESCO relating to culture.
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations 
(UN) based in Paris, France. Its declared purpose is to 
contribute to promoting international collaboration in 
education, sciences, and culture in order to increase 
universal respect for justice, the rule of law, and human 
rights along with fundamental freedom proclaimed in the 
United Nations Charter. It is the successor of the League 
of Nations' International Committee on Intellectual 
Cooperation.
UNESCO has 193 member states and 11 associate members. 
Most of its field offices are "cluster" offices covering three 
or more countries; national and regional offices also exist.
UNESCO pursues its objectives through five major 
programs: education, natural sciences, social/human 
sciences, culture and communication/information. Projects 
sponsored by UNESCO include literacy, technical, and 
teacher-training programs, international science programs, 
the promotion of independent media and freedom of the 
press, regional and cultural history projects, the promotion 
of cultural diversity, translations of world literature, 
international cooperation agreements to secure the world's 
cultural and natural heritage (World 
Heritage Sites) and to preserve human 
rights, and attempts to bridge the worldwide 
digital divide. It is also a member of the 
United Nations Development Group.

Freedom on Net 2019 Report 
Released      07 Nov' 19

The Freedom of Net report 2019 titled “The Crisis 
of Social Media” was released by the The Freedom 
House, an international watchdog. The report 

recorded an overall decline in global internet freedom status 
between July 2018 and May 2019.  India obtained an overall 
score of 55 and was reported to be “partly free”.  Highlights 
Pakistan, with a score of 26, for the ninth consecutive year 
was declared as “not free” in terms of freedom status China 
obtained a score of 10 and was adjudged “not free”. Also, 
China was termed the worst abuser of internet freedom 
for the fourth consecutive year On the whole, 65 countries 

were assessed. Out of these, 33 showed an overall decline 
in internet freedom. Improvement was seen only in 16 
countries. Ethiopia recorded the highest improvement in 
terms of internet freedom US had an overall score of 77. 
The online environment of the US was reported to be free 
from state censorship and vibrant. However, there was a 
decline in overall internet freedom in the US for the third 
straight year. Countries like Malaysia, Armenia showed 
positive trends in the internet freedom status Iceland ranked 
the highest with an overall score of 95. It 
was recorded as the world’s best protector 
of internet freedom. The country had no 
civil or criminal cases registered against the 
users for online expression.

Nation celebrating 11th November 
National Education Day      11 Nov' 19

11th November is the National Education Day. The 
day is observed on 11th November every year to 
commemorate the birth anniversary of Maulana 

Abul Kalam Azad. He was a freedom fighter, scholar and 
the first Education Minister of independent India.
The day is also seen as an occasion to remember Azad's 
contribution in laying the foundations of the education 
system in the country.
Human Resources Development Minister Ramesh 
Pokhriyal Nishank will today launch SWAYAM 2.0, Study 
Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds in 
New Delhi.
The SWAYAM programme is initiated by the government 
to achieve the three cardinal principles of Education Policy 
-  access, equity and quality.
Why National Education Day is celebrated on November 
11
To commemorate the birth anniversary of India’s first 
Education Minister Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the nation 
celebrates the National Education Day on November 11. 
The Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD) 
on September 11, 2008, announced, “The Ministry has 
decided to commemorate the birthday of this great son of 
India by recalling his contribution to the cause of education 
in India.” Abul Kalam Ghulam Muhiyuddin served as the 
first education minister of independent India from 1947 to 
1958.
Azad advocated for the education of women, universal 
primary education, and compulsory education for all 
children upto the age of 14, vocational training and 
technical education. He firmly believed that primary 
education should be imparted in the mother-tongue.

South Africa won the Rugby World Cup in Japan against England.
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IEA : The IEA is made up of 30 member countries. IEA is 
an inter-governmental organization of OECD (Organization 
for Economic Co-operation and Development). The 
World Economic Outlook is the flagship publication of 
the agency. A candidate country must be 
a member country of the OECD. The IEA 
has 8 Association countries. Founded in 
1974, the IEA was initially designed to help 
countries co-ordinate a collective response 
to major disruptions in the supply of oil.

India hosts World Customs 
Organization RCP meeting of Asia 

Pacific      20 Nov' 19

India hosted the World Customs Organization (WCO) 
Asia Pacific Regional Contact Points (RCP) that was 
held for 3 three days on Puducherry. The conference 

is being held for the fourth time in India. Previously it was 
held in Jaipur and Cochin.
Highlights
International Organizations like UNCTAD, Global 
Alliance on Trade Facilitation (GATF) participated in 
the conference. They presented the best practices that are 
involved in customs procedures.
The conference also discussed about the key focus areas of 
the Asia Pacific Region. It includes security, enforcement, 
facilitation and capacity building.
World Customs Organization
The World Customs Organization (WCO), established in 1952 
as the Customs Co-operation Council (CCC) is an independent 
intergovernmental body whose mission is to enhance the 
effectiveness and efficiency of Customs administrations. 
Today, the WCO represents 183 Customs administrations 
across the globe that collectively process approximately 
98% of world trade. The headquarters of WCO is located in 
Brussels. India is a member of the organization.
Significance
The Asia Pacific accounts to 37% of the world’s GDP. Also, 
the region is important for India as it is trying to increase its 
trade and investment in the region. India is achieving this 
through its Act East Policy.
The development of North East Region is also linked with 
India’s interests in Asia Pacific. India is finding markets 
in the region for the export of goods from 
North East. It is also essential for India to 
increase its presence in the region as China 
has larger interests in the region especially 
in the markets of the region.

In 1949, in the Central Assembly, he emphasised the 
importance of imparting instruction in modern sciences 
and knowledge. He also said that no programme of 
national education can be appropriate if it does not give 
full consideration to the education and advancement of 
one-half of the society that is the women.
A freedom fighter, he started a weekly journal in Urdu 
called Al-Hilal to criticise British Raj. He was awarded 
Bharat Ratna in 1992 for his contribution as an educationist 
and a freedom fighter.
Azad is credited for establishing most of the cultural academics 
including the Sangeet Natak Academy, Lalit Kala Academy, 
Sahitya Academy as well as the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations. The first IIT, 
IISc, School of Planning and Architecture 
and the University Grants Commission were 
established under his tenure.

International Energy Agency releases 
World Energy Outlook, 2019       

20 Nov' 19

The Paris based International Energy Agency recently 
released its report on World Energy Outlook. The 
Agency has projected that the installed solar power 

in the world will increase by 3,142 GW by 2040. According 
to the report, the currently the world uses 495 GW of 
installed solar power.  
Report Highlights:
Oil demand will slow down after 2025 and the world will 
transit towards electric vehicles. However, the oil demand 
for the next decade will keep increasing with 85% of 
increase coming from the US. 
The report says that at present the energy demand in the 
world is growing at the rate of 2% per year.  
Climate Scenarios 
There are three climate scenarios projected by the report for 
the future. It includes the Current Policy Scenario, Stated 
Policy Scenario and Sustainable Development Scenario.  
According to Current Policy Scenario, the world will 
continue to function with the old regulations with energy 
demand rising at the rate of 1.3% by 2040. Under this 
the report says that with the new policies that have been 
introduced by the governments, the energy demand will 
increase by 1% per year.  The Sustainable Policy Scenario 
is the most ambitious of all the scenarios. 
Under this, the report says that by aligning with Paris Agreement 
the global temperature will reduce by 1.5 degree Celsius.  

The 15-day Aadi Mahotsav, National Tribal festival will be held in New Delhi from 16th November 
2019.
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The final judgement in the Ayodhya dispute was declared 
by the Supreme Court of India on 9 November 2019. 
The Supreme Court of India ordered the disputed land 
(2.77 acres) to be handed over to a trust (to be created 
by Government of India) to build the Ram Janmabhoomi 
(revered as the birthplace of Hindu deity, Ram) temple. 
The court also ordered the government to give an 
alternate 5 acres of land to another place to the Sunni 
Waqf Board for the purpose of building a mosque. In one 
of the most important and most anticipated judgements in 
India's history, a bench headed by Chief Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi put an end to the more than a century old dispute 
that has torn the social fabric of the nation. The bench, 
also comprising Justices S A Bobde, D Y Chandrachud, 
Ashok Bhushan and S Abdul Nazeer, said possession of 
the disputed 2.77 acre land rights will handed over to the 
deity Ram Lalla, who is one of the three litigants in the 
case. The possession however will remain with a central 
government receiver.

Historical Background
The first known report of a mosque appears in a book 
Sahifa-I-Chihil Nasaih Bahadur Shahi, said to have been 
written by a daughter of the emperor Bahadur Shah I 
(1643–1712) and granddaughter of Emperor Aurangzeb, 
in the early 18th century. It mentioned mosques having 
been constructed after demolishing the "temples of 
the idolatrous Hindus situated at Mathura, Banaras 
and Awadh etc." Hindus are said to have called these 
demolished temples in Awadh "Sita Rasoi" (Sita's kitchen) 
and "Hanuman's abode."  While there was no mention 
of Babur in this account, the Ayodhya mosque had been 
juxtaposed with those built by Aurangzeb at Mathura and 
Banaras.
Jai Singh II (popularly called "Sawai Jai Singh", 1688–
1743) purchased land and established Jaisinghpuras in all 
Hindu religious centres in North India, including Mathura, 
Vrindavan, Banaras, Allahabad, Ujjain and Ayodhya. The 
documents of these activities have been preserved in the 
Kapad-Dwar collection in the City Palace Museum in 
Jaipur. 

Building the Structure
Babur’s generals, Mir Baqi, built the Babri Masjid ("Babur's 
Mosque") in 1528 on his orders. The belief came into 
currency since 1813–14, when the East India Company's 
surveyor Francis Buchanan reported that he found an 
inscription on the mosque walls which attested to this fact. 
He also recorded the local tradition, which believed that 
emperor Aurangzeb (r. 1658–1707) built the mosque after 
demolishing a temple dedicated to Lord Rama.
Between 1528 and 1668, no text mentioned the presence 
of a mosque at the site. The earliest historical record of 
a mosque comes from Jai Singh II, a Rajput noble in the 
Mughal court, who purchased the land of the mosque and 
the surrounding area in 1717. His documents show a three-
domed structure resembling the mosque, which is however 
labelled the "birthplace" (chhathi). In the courtyard can be 
seen a platform (chabutra) to which Hindu devotees are 
shown circumambulating and worshipping. All these details 
were corroborated by the Jesuit priest Joseph Tieffenthaler 
half a century later. Tieffenthaler also explained the reason 
for this, "that once upon a time, here was a house where 
Beschan (Vishnu) was born in the form of Ram."
Both the Hindus and Muslims are said to have worshipped 
at the "mosque-temple," Muslims inside the mosque and 
Hindus outside the mosque but inside the compound. 
After the British took over the State, they put up a railing 
between the two areas to prevent disputes. In 1949, after 
India's independence, an idol of Ram was placed inside the 
mosque, which triggered the dispute.

Demolition of the Structure
On 6 December 1992, a mob stormed the mosque and attacked. 
More than 2000 people were killed in the riots following 
the demolition. Riots broke out in many major Indian cities 
including Mumbai, Bhopal, Delhi and Hyderabad.
On 16 December 1992, the Liberhan Commission was set 
up by the Government of India to probe the circumstances 
that led to the demolition of the Babri Mosque. It was the 
longest running commission in India's history with several 
extensions granted by various governments. It stated that 

AYODHYA 
VERDICT
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The second phase of the biggest US- Bangladesh Navy exercise named 'Cooperation Afloat 

Readiness and Training (CARAT)- 2019' started in Chattogram.

many of the leaders had made provocative speeches at the 
rally that provoked the demolition. It also stated that they 
could have stopped the demolition if they had so wished.
Many Muslim organizations have continued to express 
outrage at the destruction of the disputed structure. In July 
2005, terrorists attacked the makeshift temple at the site of 
the destroyed mosque. Many terror attacks by banned jihadi 
outfits cited demolition of Babri Mosque as an excuse for 
terrorist attacks.

Archaeological Excavations 
Archaeological excavations by the Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) in 1970, 1992 and 2003 in and around the 
disputed site have found evidence indicating that a large 
Hindu complex existed on the site. In 2003, by the order 
of an Indian High Court, the Archaeological Survey of 
India was asked to conduct a more in-depth study and an 
excavation to ascertain whether the type of structure that 
was beneath the rubble indicated definite proof of a temple 
under the mosque. 
Excavations further yielded: stone and decorated bricks as 
well as mutilated sculpture of a divine couple and carved 
architectural features, including foliage patterns, amalaka, 
kapota-pali "dove-house" crown-wor, doorjamb with semi-
circular shrine pilaster, broken octagonal shaft of black 
schist pillar, lotus motif, and circular shrine having pranala 
(water chute) in the north and 50 pillar bases in association 
with a huge structure

Title Cases
In 1950, Gopal Singh Visharad filed a title suit with the 
Allahabad High Court seeking injunction to offer puja 
(worship) at the disputed site. A similar suit was filed shortly 
after but later withdrawn by Paramhans Das of Ayodhya. 
In 1959, the Nirmohi Akhara, a Hindu religious institution, 
filed a third title suit seeking direction to hand over the 
charge of the disputed site, claiming to be its custodian. A 
fourth suit was filed by the Sunni Waqf Board for declaration 
and possession of the site. The Allahabad High Court bench 
began hearing the case in 2002, which was completed in 
2010. After the Supreme Court of India dismissed a plea to 
defer the High Court verdict, on 30 September 2010, the High 
Court of Allahabad, the three-member bench comprising 
justices S. U. Khan, Sudhir Agarwal and D. V. Sharma, ruled 
that the disputed land be split into three parts. The site of the 
Ram Lalla idol would go to the party representing Ram Lalla 
Virajman (the installed Infant Lord Ram deity), Nirmohi 
Akhara was to receive Sita Rasoi and Ram Chabutara, and 
the Sunni Waqf Board to receive the rest. The court also ruled 
that the status quo should be maintained for three months.  
All the three parties appealed against the division of disputed 
land to the Supreme Court. 

The Supreme Court held final hearing on the case from 6 
August 2019 to 16 October 2019.  On 9 November 2019, 
the Supreme Court ordered the land to be handed over 
to a trust to build the Hindu temple. It also ordered the 
government to give 5 acres of land to Sunni Waqf Board to 
build a mosque. 

Restrictions imposed before judgment
For 15 days preceding the verdict, restrictions were imposed 
in Ayodhya to prevent violence. Security arrangements 
were increased across India. Thousands of paramilitary 
forces and police troops were deployed in Ayodhya and 
surveillance of the region was carried out using CCTV 
cameras and drones. 
Internet services were closed in several places in Uttar 
Pradesh and Rajasthan, while it was announced that 
a total of 31 districts and 673 individuals were being 
closely monitored. Section 144 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure of India was invoked in the entire state of Uttar 
Pradesh as well as in some major cities such as Bangalore, 
Bhopal, Jaipur, Lucknow, and Mumbai. A public holiday 
was declared for schools and colleges across the states 
of Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and 
Uttar Pradesh, as well as Delhi, on the day of the verdict. 
Security was stepped up across various towns in Telangana; 
20,000 personnel deployed in Hyderabad, mainly around 
the communally sensitive areas of the Old City including 
the Charminar and Mecca Masjid. According to reports, 
around 40,000 police personnel were deployed in Mumbai 
and 15,000 in Chennai as a precautionary measure. The 
prime minister made a public request for maintaining peace 
and religious harmony.

India of New Millennium
Early on Saturday Morning of 9 November 2019, the towns 
looked deserted as residents stayed inside their homes, 
waiting for the decision to be announced. But when India's 
top court delivered its verdict, Ayodhya along with India 
slowly went back to normal, with people back in the streets. 
A heavy police presence did not deter locals from venturing 
out and expressing their happiness or reservations about the 
landmark judgment. 
Opposition parties welcomed the court's decision and 
called for peace and harmony in the country.
"The calm and peace maintained by [1.3 billion] Indians 
in the run-up to today's verdict manifests India's inherent 
commitment to peaceful coexistence. May this very spirit 
of unity and togetherness power the development trajectory 
of our nation. May every Indian be empowered."

Narendra Damodardas Modi
The Prime Minister of India.
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ASEAN Summit 2019

The Prime Minister of India attended the 16th India-ASEAN 
Summit in Bangkok, Thailand on November 03, 2019.
35th ASEAN Summit, 14th East Asia Summit and 3rd 
Meeting of RCEP. During the summit, discussions were 
held to promote India-ASEAN strategic partnership along 
with cooperation in maritime security and blue economy, 
trade and investment, connectivity, science and technology 
and innovation. The program comprises three main 
components, such as keynote addresses by heads of state 
and government, special addresses by global CEOs and 
business leaders, and panel discussions on various topics.
The Prime Minister of Thailand was chaired by the Prime 
Minister of Malaysia, State Counselor of Myanmar, Prime 
Minister of New Zealand, Prime Minister of Russia and 
Prime Minister of Vietnam etc.
PM Modi addressed the Indian community in Bangkok by 
saying 'Savsadi'.
In Thai language, the word 'Svasadi' is used for greetings 
and goodbyes. During the visit, the Indian PM held 
bilateral meetings with several other world leaders present 
in Bangkok. The two leaders discussed the threat of 
extremism and terrorism and agreed to work bilaterally 
and globally to combat this threat. India is working with 
Indonesia to strengthen the areas of defense, connectivity, 
trade and investment and people-to-people exchanges. The 
Indian PM highlighted the need for greater market access 
for Indian commodities, pharmaceutical, automotive and 
agricultural products in Indonesia. India - Thailand agreed 
to explore opportunities for cooperation in areas such as 
trade, culture and defense industries. Emphasis was laid 
on increasing connectivity between the two countries, 
including in the areas of physical and digital connectivity.
The initiative to transform Thailand 4.0 into a value-based 
economy complements India's priorities Digital India, Skill 
India, Swachh Bharat Mission, Smart Cities, Water Life 
Mission etc. In contemporary context, India's pre-Act policy 
is complemented by Thailand's point of view. The Prime 
Minister said that the implementation of the decisions of 
last year's Memorial Conference and Singapore Informal 
Summit have brought India and ASEAN closer. India stands 

ready to enhance cooperation and partnership in mutually 
beneficial areas for India and ASEAN and has expressed 
readiness to improve partnership and capacity building in the 
areas of agriculture, research, engineering, science and ICT.

PM Modi holds talks with ASEAN leaders
1. PM Modi meets Japanese PM Shinzo Abe-
PM Narendra Modi met the Prime Minister of Japan, 
Shinzo Abe on the sidelines of the India-ASEAN and East 
Asia Summit 2019 at Bangkok on November 4, 2019. The 
two leaders discussed the progress achieved in the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad high-speed rail project and reiterated their 
commitment towards enabling smooth implementation 
of the project. They further reaffirmed their commitment 
towards creating a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific 
region based on a rules-based order. They agreed to further 
strengthen the bilateral cooperation to achieve peace in the 
Indo-Pacific region.
2. PM Modi meets President of Indonesia Joko Widodo
Indian PM Narendra Modi met the President of Indonesia, 
Joko Widodo on November 3, on the sidelines of the 
India-ASEAN summit. PM Modi and Indonesia’s Joko 
Widodo reiterated their commitment to enhance maritime 
cooperation to achieve peace, security and prosperity in 
the Indo-Pacific region. They also discussed the issue of 
extremism and terrorism and agreed to work closely at 
bilateral and global levels to tackle the menace. India and 
Indonesia are commemorating the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of their diplomatic relations in 2019.
3. PM Modi’s bilateral meeting with Thailand’s Prime  
    Minister 
PM Narendra Modi met Prime Minister of Thailand, 
Retired General Prayut Chan-o-Cha on the sidelines of the 
ASEAN summit on November 3. The leaders, while noting 
the enhanced engagement in defence and security, agreed 
to further explore possibilities of cooperation in the sector. 
The leaders also discussed ways to boost connectivity 
between the two countries and welcome the growth in 
air connectivity with the start of a direct flight between 
Guwahati and Bangkok. More agreements have been 
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finalized for cooperation between Thailand’s Ranong Port 
and Indian ports in Chennai, Kolkatta and Vishakapatnam. 
4.  PM Narendra Modi’s bilateral talks with Myanmar’s  
     Aung San Suu Kyi
PM Narendra also met Myanmar’s State Counsellor Aung 
San Suu Kyi on the margins of the ASEAN-India Summit on 
November 3. PM Modi emphasized the priority India attaches 
to Myanmar as a partner in India's Look East Policy and 
the Neighbourhood First policies. The proposed initiatives 
including building port, road and other infrastructure. India 
also committed to support the expansion of capacity for 
Myanmar's police, military and civil servants, as well as 
its students and citizens. PM Modi also highlighted that the 
speedy, safe and secure return of the displaced Rohingyas to 
their homes in Rakhine state was not only important in the 
interest of the displaced community but also the interest of 
India, Myanmar and Bangladesh.

Key points of 33rd ASEAN Summit 2018-
Singapore hosted the 33rd ASEAN Summit and Related 
Summits at Suntec Singapore Convention Centre from 11 
to 15 November 2018. The Summits were chaired by Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong. PM Lee had a Working Dinner 
with ASEAN leadersm as well as Summits with China, 
Japan, Republic of Korea, Russia, and the United States. 
He also had Bilateral Meetings with Canadian PM Justin 
Trudeau, Australian PM Scott Morrison, Japanese PM Shinzo 
Abe, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, and Indian PM 
Narendra Modi. He also had pull asides with New Zealand 
PM Jacinda Arden, and Chilean President Sebastian Pinera.

Act East policy-
Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi the 
new government of India has made its relations with East 
Asian neighbours a foreign policy priority at a time when 
the United States has engaged in a "pivot to Asia". The 
Indian Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj proposed a new 
outlook calling it Act East policy. Part of this policy, India 
has been developing several Look-East connectivity multi-
model transport projects with the nations of ASEAN.
History- ASEAN was established on 8 August 1967 in Bangkok 
by the five original member countries Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. Brunei Darussalam joined 
8 January 1984, Vietnam on 28 July 1995, Laos and Myanmar 
on 23 July 1997 and Cambodia on 30 April 1999.

The ASEAN community consists of three 
pillars:

 # ASEAN Political-Security Community
 # Asian Economic Community
 # ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community

Member States
•  Indonesia •  Malaysia •  Philippines
•  Singapore •  Thailand •  Brunei
•  Vietnam •  Laos  •  Myanmar
•  Cambodia
Objective-
To accelerate economic development, social progress and 
cultural development for the prosperous and peaceful 
community of Southeast Asian countries.
Promote regional peace and stability through respect for 
justice and the rule of law and adherence to the principles 
of the United Nations Charter.
To promote active cooperation and mutual assistance on 
matters of common interest in economic, social, cultural, 
technical, scientific and administrative fields.
To collaborate more effectively for greater use of agriculture 
and industries, expansion of their business, improvement 
of transport and communication facilities and raising the 
standard of living of the people.
To promote Southeast Asian studies.
To maintain close and profitable cooperation with existing 
international and regional organizations.

What is ASEAN Summit?
The Organization of South-East Asian Countries is a 
regional organization established to promote political 
and social stability amid growing tensions between the 
colonized states of the Asia-Pacific.
The ASEAN Summit is a biennial meeting organized by 
members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) regarding the economic, political, security and 
socio-cultural development of Southeast Asian countries. 
In addition, it serves as a major regional (Asia) and 
international (worldwide) conference, in which world 
leaders attend their respective summits and meetings to 
discuss various problems and global issues, Strengthen 
cooperation and make decisions.
ASEAN motto-
The motto of ASEAN is "One Vision, One Identity, One 
Community".
August 8 is celebrated as ASEAN Day.
ASEAN is headquartered in Jakarta, Indonesia.
ASEAN Symbol-
The ASEAN symbol represents a stable, peaceful, united 
and dynamic ASEAN. 
Blue color- Blue represents peace and stability.
Red color- Red indicates courage and mobility.
White color- White indicates purity.
Yellow color- Yellow indicates prosperity.
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BECKON (VERB)-  while in UK    /  
US    /
verb: beckon; 3rd person present: beckons; past tense: 
beckoned; past participle: beckoned; gerund or present 
participle: beckoning
Basic meanings: 
1- to move your hand or head in a way that tells someone 
to come nearer:
Examples:
 The customs official beckoned the woman to his counter.
"Hey you!" she called, beckoning me over with her finger.
He beckoned to me, as if he wanted to speak to me.
 2- If something beckons, it attracts people:
Example: 
For many young people, the bright lights of the city beckon, 
though a lot of them end up sleeping on the streets.
3- If an event or achievement beckons, it is likely to happen:
Example: 
Avantika’s an excellent student, for whom a wonderful 
future beckons.
PRONUNCIATION
Pronounce ‘beck’ as ‘back’ and on as john, don, Rohn etc, 
hence a simplest pronunciation emerges as back+on- beckon.
DEFINITIONS
: to appear attractive or inviting
Example:
A career in the film industry beckoned.
: to attract (someone or something)
Example:
if something beckons to you, it is very attractive and you 
feel you have to do something to get it.

ORIGIN
[Middle English bekenen, from Old English bīecnan, 
bēcnan; see bhā- in Indo-European roots.]
RELATED FORMS
Beckon (noun) - a summoning gesture
beck·on·ing·ly, adverb
un·beck·oned, adjective
DERIVED FORMS
SYNONYMS
invite, attract, coax.
ANTONYMS
Repeal, repulse, turn off.
EXAMPLES OF CONCUR IN A SENTENCE
If his services are no longer required, perhaps a writing 
career could beckon.
Times, Sunday Times (2016)
A career in property beckons.
The Sun (2016)
Commerce was taking over from the honest pioneering that 
still beckoned far out in memory.
Times, Sunday Times (2006)
The figure raised a hand and beckoned to me for a second time.
Times, Sunday Times (2012)
They are too good to go down but it looks like an unhappy 
new year beckons.
The Sun (2011)
FIRST KNOWN USE OF BECKON
before 12th century

NEW AND TRICKY
DESCRIPTION PART OF SPEECH MADE FROM
Beckon itself is a word. It can be both a verb and noun Verb basically

CONTEMPORARY EXAMPLES
•	 The latter is a bloody red howl beckoning your 

ancestral primal beast to attack.
 — Mike Sula, Chicago Reader, "Radio Anago is 

Brendan Sodikoff's sushi cave under the deep dark sea 
...," 3 May 2018

•	 Among the distinctive items beckoning guests are 
the park’s skillet dishes that are offered at multiple 
locations.

 — Arthur Levine, USA TODAY, "Silver Dollar City 
theme park offers old-fashioned fun and thrills," 25 
Apr. 2018

•	 For most, a quick spritz on the wrist or neck will do 
the trick, but hair-reviving hopefuls often send fragrant 
waves a little further north to beckon the scent of a 
fresh blowout.

 — Jenna Rennert, Vogue, "Why Hair Perfume Is This 
Summer's Ultimate Beauty Hack," 30 May 2018

Deepak Kumar secured India's 10th Tokyo Olympic quota in shooting after winning the men's 10m 
air rifle bronze medal at the 14th Asian Championships.
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Branch Name Phone Number
Agra 9235253430

Ahmedabad 9228202732

Ajmer 9261503888

Aligarh 7706008037

Prayagraj (Allahabad) 9235253403

Alwar 9521177944

Ambala 9253058711

Ambikapur 8823868882

Amritsar 9646606160

Asansol 7430997115

Azamgarh 9208242842

Budaun 9627671787

Bahraich 9208249852

Balasore 9583185223

Ballia 9208243152

Banda 9554334847

Bengaluru 9538712808

Bareilly 9235253431

Basti 7706008031

Berhampur 9078907945

Bhagalpur 9204363221

Bhilai-Durg 8878783345

Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901

Bhubaneshwar 9237026745

Bijnor 7706008027

Bilaspur 8878817515

Bulandshahr 7706008030

Chandigarh 9256002024

Chennai 8939777224

Coimbatore 8110967668

Cuttack 7894013095

Darbhanga 9204303818

Dehradun 9236510116

Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515

Delhi Kingsway 9268561517

Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355

Delhi Munirka 9210092245

Delhi Rohini 9250239671

Deoria 9208248122

Dhanbad 9204979723

Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987

Etah 9208237386

Ayodhya (Faizabad) 9235253421

Faridabad 9643396140

Farrukhabad 7706008029

Fatehpur 9554330811

Firozabad 9208235736

Gaya 9234211469

Ghaziabad 9212229724

Ghazipur 9208244539

Gonda 9208250778

Gorakhpur 9235253400

Gurugram 9643396139

Guwahati 8134935078

Gwalior 9200377275

Haldwani 9208256021

Hardoi 9208248208

Haridwar 7706008034

Hisar 9253678050

Hoshangabad 8358831338

Hyderabad-Ameerpet 9247749865

Hyderbad- Dilsukh Nagar 7032410704

Indore 7581800953

Jabalpur 9229174905

Jaipur 6386903166

Jammu 8317092664

Jamshedpur 8877187640

Jaunpur 9208244355

Jhalandhar 8557088164

Jhansi 9235253424

Jodhpur 6386903165

Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484

New York's Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute team led by Indian-origin scientist Pankaj Karande has 
developed a way to 3D-print living skin with blood vessels.
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Kanpur Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143

Karnal 8930175568

Kolkata 9230141497

Kurukshetra 9253678053

Lakhimpur 9208251562

Lucknow Alambagh PO 9235253501

Lucknow Bhootnath 9235253502

Lucknow Gomti Nagar 9235253548

Lucknow Mahanagar PO 9235253443

Lucknow Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028

Mainpuri 9208241450

Mathura 7706008072

Meerut 9235253448

Mirzapur 9628763418

Moradabad 9235253442

Mumbai 9221944071

Munger 8881667750

Muzaffarnagar 7706008032

Muzaffarpur 9204303515

Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073

Nasik 9168512624

Noida 9953948834

Orai 9208237457

Patiala 9780859721

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305

Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660

Pune 9225231629

Raebareilly 9235253412

Raipur 9229174912

Rajkot 9979316870

Rampur 9208255388

Ranchi 9204855313

Rewa 7415690904

Rohtak 8930403886

Roorkee 7706008033

Sagar 7509219781

Saharanpur 9235253445

Sambalpur 8594958962

Shahjahanpur 9208256201

Shimla 8894100342

Siliguri 7602742939

Sitapur 7706008028

Sultanpur 9208252915

Surat 9537360459

Tirupati 9581933099

Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029

Vadodara 9537589477

Varanasi 9235253419

Vijaywada 8886309897

Vishakapatnam 9966593419

Warangal 8142230661

YS Jagan Mohan Reddy-led Andhra Pradesh government has renamed 'Dr APJ Abdul Kalam 
Pratibha Puraskars' to 'YSR Vidya Puraskars'.
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NAM Summit 2019

The summit of the 18th Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
summit was held in Baku, Azerbaijan on 25th and 26th 
October 2019. This was the second time in row that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi skipped the Summit as he had earlier 
skipped the 17 th Margarita NAM Summit, 2016 in Venezuela 
wherein India was represented by the then Vice-President Mr. 
Hamid Ansari. This time again the country was represented by 
the Vice President of the country M. Vekaiah Naidu.

Background
 # After the Second World War, the world was mainly 

divided between two factions-Communist Soviet 
Union and Capitalist America. The first important 
step towards non-alignment was taken through the 
Bandung Conference (1955) in which leaders such as 
the then Prime Ministers of India Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Abdul Nasser, Sukarno and Marshal Tito participated. 
Declaration on World Peace and Cooperation 
Promotion was released in this conference.

 # The first conference of the Non-Aligned Movement 
was held in Belgrade in the year 1961, which was 
attended by leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, President 
of Yugoslavia Sukarno, President of Egypt Colonel 
Nasser, President of Ghana Kwame Nkrumah.

 # Currently the Non-Aligned Movement is the largest 
political coordination and consultation forum in the 
world after the United Nations. The group consists of 
120 developing countries. In addition, 17 countries 
and 10 international organizations have observer status 
in this group.

Objective
 # Renounce Cold War politics.
 # The pursuit of independent international politics.
 # Sufficient distance from military alliances.
 # Opposition to imperialism and colonialism.
 # Continuation of the struggle against apartheid.
 # Protection of human rights.

India and Non-Aligned Movement:
 # India has been expressing its commitment on its 

principles since its inception.

 # From its inception to 2016, the Prime Minister of India 
has been representing India in this movement (Chaudhary 
Charan Singh could not attend its conference due to being 
the acting Prime Minister in the year 1979.) The Prime 
Minister has not represented in 2016 and 2018.

 # The reason for India's lack of interest in this movement 
in recent years-
o There is a lack of unanimous aim in the Non-

Aligned Movement, in which countries involved 
are doing the same.

o Those who do the politics of non-alignment are 
forming regional factions and different types of 
factions are being formed for different purposes.

o While the European Union is integrating as a result 
of economic and political commitments, groups 
like ASEAN, SAARC are active in South Asia.

o Despite political differences, India and China are 
economically grouping to compete with Western 
countries.

Way Forward:
 # NAM cannot be irrelevant as a concept, mainly 

because it provides a strong foundation for the foreign 
policy of its members.

 # NAM principles can still guide nations towards it.
 # The Non-Aligned Movement is a platform where India 

can increase its non-alignment power and provide 
an active leadership and become a global leader for 
smaller countries on multilateral platforms.

 # This platform can be used to build consensus on global 
issues. It should be used as a platform to raise global 
issues such as terrorism, climate change and trade 
protectionism and others.

 # NAM can be used by Southeast Asian countries such 
as Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines 
against Chinese claims in the South China Sea and 
support related island and border disputes.

 # NAM can provide a platform for Afro-Asian 
cooperation and a strong position for the poor African 
nation to have healthy negotiations with China and the 
US for economic development without compromising 
the sovereignty of their land.
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bRICS Summit 2019

The 11th BRICS Summit took place from 13th - 
14th November 2019 in Brasilia, Brazil. The theme of 
the 2019 BRICS summit is "Economic Growth for an 
Innovative Future.
This was the sixth time PM Modi participated in the 
Brics summit, his first being at Fortaleza, also in Brazil 
in 2014.

Objectives of BRICS
Some of the Aims and Objectives of BRICS are: 
1) Promote technological information exchange among 

member countries. 
2) Improve education of brics nations. 
3) Economic cooperation. 
4) Bridging the gap between developed and developing 

countries.

Participating leaders
Brazil: Jair Bolsonaro, President (Host)
Russia :Vladimir Putin, President
India :Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
China :Xi Jinping, President
South Africa : Cyril Ramaphosa, President

11th summit’s importance for India:
 # This year's summit is significant for India as the joint 

working group on counter-terrorism has decided to 
constitute five sub-working groups on counterterrorism 
in areas like terrorist financing, use of the internet for 
terrorist purposes, countering radicalisation, issue of 
foreign terrorist fighters.

 # In the area of counter-terrorism, India has taken 
the lead over the years to galvanise Brics. It has 
worked closely within Brics to not only take a 
strong stand against terrorism but also to bring 
about focused consultations on specific aspects 
related to terrorism.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
addressing at 11th BRICS summit 
2019:  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who visited Brazil to attend 
the 11th BRICS Summit, met Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Brazilian President 
Jair Bolsonaro in the capital Brasilia and discussed on 
various issues.

 # While addressing the BRICS Business Forum, 
PM Narendra Modi stated that the BRICS nations 
have accelerated economic growth despite global 
recession and have enabled millions to come out 
poverty and achieved breakthroughs in technology 
and innovation.

 # PM Modi suggested the identification of at least five 
areas for joint venture between the BRICS nations 
before the next BRICS Summit. PM Modi also invited 
suggestions from the BRICS leaders to further reduce 
the trading cost between the BRICS nations.

 # The Prime Minister reiterated that India is one of the 
world’s most open and investment-friendly nations 
due to business-friendly reforms, political stability and 
predictable policy.

BRICS countries adopted the 
Brasilia Declaration:
Brasilia Declaration

 # It advocates and supports multilateralism, the central 
role of the U.N. in international affairs and respect for 
international law.

 # Reforming Multilateral Systems: There is an urgent 
need to strengthen and reform the United Nations 
and other multilateral organisations, including 
the World Trade Organisation (WTO) and the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), to address the 
significant challenges being faced by the developing 
countries.
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 # Support to Multilateralism: The trade war between 
China and the U.S. and rising protectionism is 
hurting the global economy. Multilateralism is 
crucial for emerging countries to protect their own 
interests.

India’s Stand at the Summit:
 # Intra-BRICS trade accounts for just 15% of world trade, 

it needs to be increased. India invited business leaders 
of the member nations for investment, particularly in 
infrastructure development.

 # India proposed to hold the first meeting of BRICS 
Water Ministers in India.

 # India highlighted the menace of terrorism which has 
resulted in the loss of $1 trillion to the world economy.

Meetings on the sidelines of the 
Summit:
India - Brazil

 # India invited the President of Brazil as the Chief Guest 
at the Republic Day 2020.

 # Brazil has decided to grant visa-free travel to Indian 
citizens.

India - China
 # The Chinese President invited the Indian Prime Minister 

for the 3rd informal summit in China in 2020. The first 
informal summit took place at Wuhan (China-2018) 
and second at Mamallapuram (India-2019).

 # Both the leaders reviewed preparations for 
celebrating the 70th anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between the two countries in 
2020.

India – Russia
 # 1st Bilateral Regional Forum at the level of Russian 

Provinces and the Indian States will be held in 2020.
 # India has been invited for investment in the Arctic 

region. The US $ 25 billion target of bilateral trade by 
2025 has already been achieved.

Theme and priorities-
 # The name of the chosen theme was: BRICS: economic 

growth for an innovative future.
 # The following topics were discussed: strengthening of 

the cooperation in science, technology and innovation, 
enhancement of the cooperation on digital economy, 
invigoration of the cooperation on the fight against 
transnational crime, especially against organized 
crime, money laundering, and drug trafficking, and 

encouragement to the rapprochement between the New 
Development Bank (NDB) and the BRICS Business 
Council.

What is BRICS?
 # BRICS is an acronym for the grouping of the world’s 

leading emerging economies, namely Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, and South Africa.

 # In 2001, the British Economist Jim O’Neill coined the 
term BRIC to describe the four emerging economies of 
Brazil, Russia, India, and China.

 # The grouping was formalised during the first meeting 
of BRIC Foreign Ministers in 2006.

 # BRICS Tower headquarters (former Oriental Financial 
Centre) in Shanghai.

 # South Africa was invited to join BRIC in December 
2010, after which the group adopted the acronym 
BRICS.

Entry of South Africa
In 2010, South Africa began efforts to join the BRIC 
grouping, and the process for its formal admission began 
in August of that year. South Africa officially became 
a member nation on 24 December 2010, after being 
formally invited by China to join and subsequently 
accepted by other BRIC countries. The group was 
renamed BRICS – with the "S" standing for South 
Africa – to reflect the group's expanded membership. In 
April 2011, the President of South Africa, Jacob Zuma, 
attended the 2011 BRICS summit in Sanya, China, as a 
full member.

 # It comprises 42% of the world's population, has 
23% of the global GDP and around 17% of the 
world trade.

 # The chairmanship of the forum is rotated annually 
among the members, in accordance with the 
acronym B-R-I-C-S. Brazil is the current chair of 
the grouping.

 # The BRICS Leaders’ Summit is convened annually.
 # During the Sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza (2014) 

the leaders signed the Agreement establishing the 
New Development Bank (NDB). They also signed the 
BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement.

The BRICS Forum, an independent international 
organisation encouraging commercial, political and 
cultural cooperation between the BRICS nations, was 
formed in 2011. In June 2012, the BRICS nations pledged 
$75 billion to boost the lending power of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). However, this loan was conditional 
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on IMF voting reforms. In late March 2013, during the 
fifth BRICS summit in Durban, South Africa, the member 
countries agreed to create a global financial institution 
which they intended to rival the western-dominated IMF 
and World Bank. After the summit, the BRICS stated that 
they planned to finalise the arrangements for this 

The New Development Bank (NDB)
The New Development Bank (NDB), formerly referred 
to as the BRICS Development Bank, is a multilateral 
development bank established by the BRICS states 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa). According 
to the Agreement on the NDB, "the Bank shall support 
public or private projects through loans, guarantees, 
equity participation and other financial instruments." 
Moreover, the NDB "shall cooperate with international 
organizations and other financial entities, and provide 
technical assistance for projects to be supported by the 
Bank."
The initial authorized capital of the bank is $100 billion 
divided into 1 million shares having a par value of 
$100,000 each. The initial subscribed capital of the NDB 
is $50 billion divided into paid-in shares ($10 billion) 
and callable shares ($40 billion). The initial subscribed 
capital of the bank was equally distributed among the 
founding members. The Agreement on the NDB specifies 
that the voting power of each member will be equal to 
the number of its subscribed shares in the capital stock 
of the bank.
The bank is headquartered in Shanghai, China. The first 
regional office of the NDB is in Johannesburg, South 
Africa.

Shareholding -
The current distribution of shares between NDB member 
countries is equally that is 20%.

 # The BRICS is an association formed by countries in 
four New Development Bank by 2014. Continents: 
Brazil in the Americas, Russia in Europe, India and 
China in Asia and South Africa in Africa. Its member 
states cover an area of over 39,000,000 square 
kilometers, which is approximately 27% of the world's 
land surface.

 # All BRICS nations are members of the G20 group. The 
BRICS summit has been hosted alternatively every 
year since 2009. The 10th BRICS Summit was hosted 
by South Africa in January 2018.

Summits:
The grouping has held annual summits since 2009, with 
member countries taking turns to host. Prior to South 
Africa's admission, two BRIC summits were held, in 2009 
and 2010. The first five-member BRICS summit was held 
in 2011. The most recent BRICS summit took place in 
Brazil from 13 to 14 November 2019.

Sr. No. Date(s) Host 
country

Host 
leader

Location

FIRST 16 June 
2009

Russia Dmitry 
Medvedev

Yekaterinburg

CURRENT 
(11th)

13–14 
November 
2019

Brazil Jair 
Bolsonaro

Brasília 
(Itamaraty 
Palace)

NEXT 
(12th )

July 2020 Russia Vladimir 
Putin

Saint Petersburg

Potential additional memberss
Afghanistan, Argentina, Indonesia, Mexico and Turkey 
have expressed strong interest in full membership of the 
BRICS, while Egypt, Iran, Nigeria, Sudan, Syria and 
most recently Pakistan, Bangladesh and Greece have also 
expressed interest in joining BRICS.

 # The next BRICS summit will be held in Saint 
Petersburg Russia in July 2020 and it will be headed 
by Vladimir Putin.

Improvements needed by BRICS 
countries:
BRICS countries need to reduce the burden posed by 
road traffic injuries – much of which can be associated 
with their recent, rapid economic growth. The increased 
number of vehicles, the increased complexity of the 
traffic mix and rapid urbanization appear to be key factors 
in the increasing incidence of traffic-related injuries. 
Road safety in BRICS needs to be improved through 
investment in interventions targeted at the key risk factors 
and collection of more reliable data to establish baseline 
values and track temporal changes in more detail. There 
needs to be regular, large-scale systematic monitoring of 
the factors that influence road safety. This would then 
allow the cost–effectiveness of interventions for the 
improvement of road safety to be rigorously assessed 
and any temporal changes in road safety to be detected 
rapidly.
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In this decade of 2020, India has most polluted cities of 
the world. Every year the air pollution level just doubles 
around the Diwali due to burning of firecrackers. There are 
other reasons too which add to this increased level of air 
pollution during this season. One reason for pollution is 
the moisture in the weather with mildly low temperature. 
Because it occupies the space by displacing the air it 
reduces the availability of the free air. The dust and 
pollution are not able to spread due to lower temperature. 
The result is that the smog increases. Smog is a type of 
intense air pollution. Smog is a serious problem in many 
cities and continues to harm human health. Smog is 
often categorized as being either summer smog or winter 
smog. Summer smog is primarily associated with the 
photochemical formation of ozone. During the summer 
season when the temperatures are warmer and there is more 
sunlight present, photochemical smog is the dominant 
type of smog formation. During the winter months when 
the temperatures are colder, and atmospheric inversions 
are common, there is an increase in coal and other fossil 
fuel usage to heat homes and buildings. These combustion 
emissions, together with the lack of pollutant dispersion 
under inversions, characterize winter smog formation.
Air pollution has been a matter of environmental and health 
concerns, particularly in urban areas. Central Pollution 

Control Board along with State Pollution Control Boards 
has been operating National Air Monitoring Program 
(NAMP) covering 240 cities of the country. In addition, 
continuous monitoring systems that provide data on near 
real-time basis are also installed in a few cities.
Traditionally, air quality status has been reported through 
voluminous data. Thus, it was important that information 
on air quality is put up in public domain in simple linguistic 
terms that is easily understood by a common person. 
Air Quality Index (AQI) is one such tool for effective 
dissemination of air quality information to people. An 
Expert Group comprising medical professionals, air 
quality experts, academia, advocacy groups, and SPCBs 
was constitutedand a technical study was awarded to IIT 
Kanpur. IIT Kanpur and the Expert Group recommended 
an AQI scheme.
There are six AQI categories, namely Good, Satisfactory, 
Moderately polluted, Poor, Very Poor, and Severe.  The 
proposed AQI will consider eight pollutants (PM10, 
PM2.5, NO2, SO2, CO, O3, NH3, and Pb) for which short-
term (up to 24-hourly averaging period) National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards are prescribed.

Air Pollution: 
Measures and Challenges

The AQI values and corresponding ambient concentrations (health breakpoints) as well as associated likely health impacts 
for the identified eight pollutants are as follows:

AQI Category, Pollutants and Health Breakpoints
AQI Category 

(Range)
PM10
24-hr

PM2.5
24-hr

NO2
24-hr

O3
8-hr

CO
8-hr (mg/m3)

SO2
24-hr

NH3
24-hr

Pb
24-hr

Good (0-50) 0-50 0-30 0-40 0-50 0-1.0 0-40 0-200 0-0.5
Satisfactory 

(51-100) 51-100 31-60 41-80 51-100 1.1-2.0 41-80 201-400 0.5 –1.0

Moderately polluted
(101-200) 101-250 61-90 81-180 101-168 2.1- 10 81-380 401-800 1.1-2.0

Poor
(201-300) 251-350 91-120 181-280 169-208 10-17 381-800 801-1200 2.1-3.0

Very poor
(301-400) 351-430 121-250 281-400 209-748* 17-34 801-1600 1200-1800 3.1-3.5

Severe
(401-500) 430 + 250+ 400+ 748+* 34+ 1600+ 1800+ 3.5+



66 MICA  JANUARY 2020
Noted Hindi writer Nasira Sharma will be conferred with the prestigious 'Vyas Samman' 2019 for her 

novel Kaagaz Ki Naav (Paper Boat).

AQI Associated Health Impacts

Good (0–50) Minimal Impact

Satisfactory
(51–100)

May cause minor breathing discomfort 
to sensitive people.

Moderately 
polluted
(101–200)

May cause breathing discomfort to 
people with lung disease such as 
asthma, and discomfort to people with 
heart disease, children and older adults.

Poor
(201–300)

May cause breathing discomfort to 
people on prolonged exposure, and 
discomfort to people with heart disease

Very Poor
(301–400)

May cause respiratory illness to the 
people on prolonged exposure. Effect 
may be more pronounced in people with 
lung and heart diseases.

Severe
(401-500)

May cause respiratory impact even on 
healthy people, and serious health impacts 
on people with lung/heart disease. The 
health impacts may be experienced even 
during light physical activity.

Measures:
To minimize the impact of environmental pollution 
particularly air pollution, the Government has inter alia 
taken the following actions:

 # Notification of National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
2009, envisaging 12 pollutants;

 # Formulation of regulations/statutes;
 # Setting up of monitoring network for assessment of 

ambient air quality;
 # Introduction of cleaner/alternate fuel like CNG, 

LPG etc. and promotion of public transport network 
including Metro;

 # Creation of infrastructure for industrial pollution 
control incorporating cleaner production processes, 
setting up of common pollution control facilities;

The Government after realizing the gravity of pollution, 
have also taken the following measures:

 # Clean India Mission (Swatch Bharat Abhiyan) has 
been launched;

 # Draft Rules for handing and management of municipal 
waste have been notified for comments of stakeholders.

 # Standards for sewage treatment plants have been 
notified for comments of stakeholders.

 # Implementation of Bharat Stage IV norms in the 63 
selected cities and Bharat Stage III norms in rest of 
the country;

 # National Air Quality index was launched by the Prime 
Minister in April, 2015 starting with 10 cities;

 # Banning of burning of leaves/ biomass;
 # Relevant draft rules, including those pertaining to 

construction and demolition waste have been notified;
 # Regular co-ordination meetings are being held at 

official and ministerial level with Delhi and other 
State Governments within the National Capital Region 
(NCR) on 6th April, 13th April and 24th July, 2015 to 
control environmental pollution in NCR adopting air-
shed approach;

 # Short-term plan has been reviewed  and long-term plans 
have been formulated to mitigate pollution in NCR;

 # Stringent industrial standards have been formulated 
and notified for public/stakeholder’s comments;

 # Government is giving high priority for public 
partnership in lane discipline, car pooling, vehicle 
maintenance, pollution under control certification etc.

 # Out of 2800 major industries, 920 industries have 
installed on-line continuous (24X7) monitoring 
devices.

Air Quality and Weather Forecast System– SAFAR (System of 
Air Quality and Weather Forecasting) was recently unveiled at 
Chandni Chowkin in Delhi. The giant true colour LED display 
gives out real-time air quality index on 24x7 basis with colour 
coding alongwith 72-hour advance forecast.
The system, first of its kind in the country, was developed 
indigenously in record time by Indian Institute of 
Tropical Meteorology, Pune and operationalized by India 
Meteorological Department (IMD).
Project SAFAR has been implemented in four cities 
of India – Delhi, Pune, Mumbai and Ahmedabad as 
an operational service. SAFAR will accelerate public 
awareness and preparedness of air pollution and weather 
extremes. In addition to regular air quality parameters like 
PM2.5, PM10, Sulfur Dioxide, Ozone, Nitrogen Oxides, 
Carbon Monoxide, the system also monitors the existence 
of Benzene, Toluene and Xylene.
Due to awareness and strictness, this year, less firecrackers 
were burnt so after the Diwali, there was a significant 
decline in the level of air pollution in Lucknow, yet it 
is far from being fit to breath. The measures that we are 
adopting to contain the pollution although may be tenable 
but are not sustainable in long term. So the society and the 
people should realise the threat and develop a habit and 
adopt a culture that add least pollutant to the air to make 
it sustainable. The measures may include but not limited 
to using public transport, ecofriendly construction and 
mindful disposal of wastes and garbage.



67

WHO'S WHODESIGNATION

JANUARY 2020  MICA

WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D. Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D. Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha -
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sushil Chandra
   9. Director General, ITBP S S Deshwal
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner Sharad Kumar
  11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajiv Mehrishi
  13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somanath
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director Rishi Kumar Shukla
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
  20. Chairman, UGC D. P. Singh
  21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K. N. Vyas
  23. Chairman, SSC Braj Raj Sharma
  24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  25. Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India Vivek Joshi
  26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Pramod Chandra Mody
  27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  30. Chairman, LIC M. R. Kumar
  31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
  32. Home Secretary  Ajay Kumar Bhalla
  33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  34. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N. K. Singh
  35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
  36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  37. President, ASSOCHAM Balkrishan Goenka
  38. Chairman, NASSCOM Keshav Murugesh
  39. Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
  40. Chief, RAW Samant Goel
  41. Children Film Society of India, CEO Prashant Pathrabe
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre A.K. Mohanty
  43. President, CII Vikram S. Kirloskar
  44. President, FICCI Sandip Somany
  45. Chairman of 21st Law Commission Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. DG of National Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
  49. Finance Secretary  Rajiv Kumar
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Sunil Mehta
Data as on 26th November, 2019

The State Government of Himachal Pradesh organised Global Investors' Meet 2019,a flagship 
business event, at Dharamshala.
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Q.1.  Joko Widodo has been re-elected as the President 
of which nation?

 (1) Malaysia (2) Singapore (3) Thailand
 (4) Indonesia (5) Myanmar 
Q.2.  World’s oldest known natural pearl was discovered 

off which city’s coast?
 (1) Abu Dhabi (2) Male (3) Jakarta
 (4) Amman (5) Dubai
Q.3.  Which Indian cricketer broke Don Bradman's record 

of highest average in Test cricket on home soil?
 (1) Rohit Sharma  (2) Virat Kohli
 (3) Ajinkya Rahane (4) Ravindra Jadeja
 (5) None of these
Q.4.  Haryana Assembly Election 2019 was held in how 

many constituencies?
 (1) 81 (2) 87 (3) 90
 (4) 92 (5) None of these
Q.5.  The Ayurveda Palliative Care Unit was inaugurated 

recently in which city?
 (1) Bengaluru (2) New Delhi (3) Pune
 (4) Haridwar (5) None of these
Q.6.  Which State Government recently agreed to 

implement the Central scheme PM-KISAN?
 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Rajasthan
 (3) Delhi  (4) Kerala
 (5) Karnataka
Q.7.  Which city will host the 18th Summit of Heads 

of State and Government of the Non-Aligned 
Movement (NAM) ?

 (1) New Delhi  (2) Baku  (3) Havana
 (4) Cairo (5) Caracass
Q.8.  Which among the following parties is set to form a 

minority government in Canada?
 (1) New Democratic Party
 (2) Bloc Québécois
 (3) Liberal Party 
 (4) Conservative Party 
 (5) Likud Party
Q.9.  The Defence Acquisition Council has approved 

capital procurement worth how many crores?
 (1) Rs 3300 (2) Rs 6500 (3) Rs 4300
 (4) Rs 2700 (5) None of these

Q.10.  Which Indian cricketer has created a new record of 
hitting the most number of sixes in a bilateral Test 
series?

 (1) Virat Kohli   (2) Ravindra Jadeja  
 (3) Ajinkya Rahane (4) Rohit Sharma
 (5) None of these
Q.11.  Which state has topped the list of crimes against 

women as per the latest report released by NCRB?
 (1) Bihar (2) Uttar Pradesh (3) Haryana
 (4) Rajasthan (5) None of these
Q.12.  Which country has stopped the postal services with 

India?
 (1) Nepal  (2) China 
 (3) Bangladesh  (4) Pakistan
 (5) None of these
Q.13.  The Government Employees of which Union 

Territory will now get all 7th CPC Allowances 
from 31st October 2019?

 (1) Goa  (2) Jammu & Kashmir
 (3) Arunachal Pradesh (4) Daman & Diu
 (5) None of these
Q.14.  Naruhito formally ascended to the throne as the 

Emperor of which country?
 (1) Japan (2) Thailand (3) China
 (4) Austria (5) Korea
Q.15.  Which country won the ownership of the North 

Korean vessel that was seized for violating the 
sanctions?

 (1) China (2) South Korea (3) USA
 (4) Japan (5) HonKong
Q.16.  Which badminton player recently supported the 

'Bharat Ki Laxmi' campaign of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi?

 (1) Saina Nehwal  (2) Jwala Gutta
 (3) PV Sindhu  (4) Ashwini Ponappa
 (5) None of these
Q.17.  India has issued a travel advisory for Indians 

traveling to which nation?
 (1) United States (2) Turkey  (3) China 
 (4) Russia (5) None of these
Q.18.  Who is slated to be the kingmaker in the Canada 

Elections 2019?

CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ
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 (1) Yves-François Blanchet
 (2) Jagmeet Singh
 (3) Andrew Scheer
 (4) Elizabeth May
 (5) None of these
Q.19.  Which state government has decided to impose 

spot fines for storage, sale and purchase of banned 
firecrackers?

 (1) Tamil Nadu   (2) Uttar Pradesh 
 (3) West Bengal  (4) Gujarat
 (5) None of these
Q.20.  Who among the following has been nominated by 

the US President Donald Trump for the post of 
Energy Minister?

 (1) Dan Brouillette (2) Mark Esper
 (3) Kevin Macaleen (4) Henry Roots
 (5) None of these
Q.21.  The Colonel Chewang Rinchen Setu was recently 

inaugurated by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at 
which place?

 (1) Assam (2) Ladakh (3) Karnataka
 (4) Nagaland (5) Arunachal Pradesh
Q.22.  What is the name of the ad campaign that UNWFP 

has launched in India to eradicate hunger? 
 (1) No to Hunger  
 (2) Stop Malnutrition 
 (3) United against hunger
 (4) Feed our Future
 (5) None of these
Q.23.  Which Minister launched the first national protocol 

to specify snow leopard population in India?
 (1) Prakash Javadekar (2) Amit Shah
 (3) Rajnath Singh (4) Smriti Irani
 (5) None of these
Q.24.  Which institution fired two BrahMos missiles at 

Trak Island in Andaman Nicobar on October 23, 
2019?

 (1) ISRO (2) DRDO (3) IAF
 (4) RDSO (5) None of these
Q.25.  India has been ranked at which position in the 2019 

Ease of Doing Business rankings?
 (1) 56th  (2) 63rd  (3) 68th 
 (4) 78th  (5) None of these

Q.26.  Kanya Sumangala Yojana was launched in which 
state?

 (1) Gujarat  (2) Bihar  (3) Punjab 
 (4) Uttar Pradesh (5) Madhya Pradesh
Q.27.  Who has become the third Indian batsman to enter 

the top list in all formats of cricket?
 (1) Virat Kohli   (2) Ajinkya Rahane
 (3) Rohit Sharma  (4) Ravindra Jadeja 
 (5) None of these
Q.28.  The BJP won how many seats in Maharashtra 

assembly elections?
 (1) 105 (2) 120 (3) 115
 (4) 95 (5) None of these
Q.29.  Who among the following key candidates lost the 

Maharashtra assembly election 2019?
 (1) Chandrakant Patil  (2) Pankaja Munde
 (3) Dhananjay Munde  (4) Rohit Pawar
 (5) None of these
Q.30. Which among the following became the first 

kerosene-free district of Gujarat?
 (1) Jamnagar (2) Junagadh (3) Porbandar
 (4) Gandhinagar (5) None of these
Q.31.  When is the National Unity Day celebrated in 

India?
 (1) 25th October  (2) 27th October
 (3) 29th October  (4) 31st October
 (5) None of these
Q.32.  The Union Government recently relaxed the norms 

for setting up Petrol Pumps. As per the norms, 
which companies will be allowed to run Petrol 
Pumps?

 (1) Non-oil companies
 (2) Manufacturing Companies
 (3) IT Companies
 (4) Outsourcing companies
 (5) None of these
Q.33.  Which party won the maximum seats in Haryana?
 (1) BJP (2) Congress (3) JJP
 (4) Independents (5) None of these
Q.34.  J&K Governor Satya Pal Malik has been 

transferred and appointed as the new Governor of 
which among the following states?

 (1) Gujarat (2) Kerala (3) Goa
 (4) Karnataka (5) None of these

Two larger-than-life busts of Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela have been unveiled at Tolstoy 
Farm in Johannesburg.
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Q.35. Who has been appointed as the first Lieutenant 
Governor of Jammu and Kashmir?

 (1) Girish Chandra Murmu
 (2) Satya Pal Malik
 (3) Radha Krishna Mathur
 (4) PS Sreedharan Pillai  
 (5) None of these
Q.36. Who has been appointed as the first Lieutenant 

Governor of Ladakh?
 (1) Mridula Sinha 
 (2) PS Sreedharan Pillai 
 (3) Girish Chandra Murmu
 (4) Radha Krishna Mathur
 (5) None of these
Q.37. Which state/UT government has announced to 

provide free travel facility for women in public bus 
service?

 (1) Goa (2) Delhi (3) Gujarat
 (4) Telangana (5) None of these
Q.38. How many members of the European Union 

delegation arrived in India to visit Jammu and 
Kashmir?

 (1) 27 (2) 29 (3) 33
 (4) 31 (5) None of these
Q.39. Which country has shown an interest in purchasing 

of BrahMos missile?
 (1) Taiwan (2) Indonesia (3) Malaysia
 (4) Philippines (5) None of these
Q.40. Which state is hosting the 7th edition of Tawang 

festival?
 (1) Tripura  (2) Mizoram 
 (3) Sikkim  (4) Arunachal Pradesh
 (5) None of these
Q.41.  The US House of Representatives recently 

recognized the mass extermination of these people, 
conducted between 1915-1917 as genocide. 

 (1) Armenians (2) Jews (3) Ottomans
 (4) Slovaks  (5) None of these
Q.42. The ICC has imposed a two-year ban on which 

among the following cricketers for failing to report 
a corrupt approach?

 (1) Steve Smith   (2) Shakib Al Hasan
 (3) Rashid Khan  (4) David Warner 
 (5) None of these

Q.43.  Which city will host the 2nd Assembly of 
International Solar Alliance (ISA) ?

 (1) Paris (2) New Delhi (3) London
 (4) New York (5) Jakarta
Q.44.  Which category of citizens was recently allowed by 

the PFRDA to enroll in National Pension Scheme 
(NPS) ?

 (1) Overseas Citizens of India
 (2) Scheduled Castes & Tribes
 (3) Senior Retired Citizens
 (4) Senior Citizens of India
 (5) None of these
Q.45.  Which country has recently signed an agreement to 

establish a high level strategic partnership council 
with India?

 (1) Jordan  (2) Kuwait 
 (3) Saudi Arabia  (4) Russia
 (5) Yemen
Q.46.  Vice President Naidu has unveiled a new charter 

for parliamentary reforms. The charter comprises 
how many points?

 (1) 15 (2) 18 (3) 21
 (4) 23 (5) None of these
Q.47. Which country’s PM recently resigned after 

nationwide protests against tax provisions on using 
WhatsApp and Facebook?

 (1) South Africa (2) Spain (3) Mexico
 (4) Lebanon (5) Switzerland 
Q.48.  Which former Prime Minister's death anniversary 

is observed on October 31?
 (1) HD Deve Gowda (2) I K Gujaral
 (3) Jawahar Lal Nehru (4) Indira Gandhi
 (5) None of these
Q.49. Which social media platform has decided to ban 

political advertising?
 (1) Facebook  (2) Instagram  (3) Twitter
 (4) Whatsapp (5) None of these
Q.50. Which is the third gulf country to witness the 

launch of the RuPAY card?
 (1) Qatar  (2) Jordan (3) Oman 
 (4) Saudi Arabia (5) None of these
Q.51. BCCI ethics officer DK Jain has summoned 

which former cricketer for the second time for 
clarifications on the conflict of interest allegations 
levelled against him?

Cricket Australia appointed former international player Melanie Jones as its director.
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 (1) Saurav Ganguly (2) Rahul Dravid 
 (3) Kapil Dev  (4) Sachin Tendulkar 
 (5) None of these
Q.52. Who was recently appointed as the Indian 

Ambassador to UAE?
 (1) Pavan Kapoor (2) Navdeep Singh Suri
 (3) Aman Singh  (4) Pradeep Bhaskar
 (5) None of these
Q.53.  Which city is hosting the 35th ASEAN Summit?
 (1) New Delhi (2) Shanghai (3) Bangkok
 (4) Kathmandu (5) None of these
Q.54. Which of the following organizations recently 

revealed that 1.3 million Indian payment cards are 
up for sale on the Dark Web?

 (1) ZDNet  (2) Microsoft 
 (3) United Nations (4) Moody’s
 (5) None of these
Q.55.  The first day-night Test match will be played 

between India and Bangladesh on which ground?
 (1) Arun Jaitley Stadium
 (2) Eden Gardens Stadium
 (3) Wankhede Stadium
 (4) Nehru Stadium
 (5) None of these
Q.56.  Which country recently cancelled hosting of 

COP25 and APEC Summits?
 (1) Argentina (2) Peru (3) Chile
 (4) Greece (5) None of these
Q.57. Former Parliamentarian, Gurudas Dasgupta passed 

away at the age of 83 on October 31. He had served 
as the Deputy General Secretary for which political 
party?

 (1) CPI (2) INC (3) TMC
 (4) BJP (5) None of these
Q.58. The Jharkhand Assembly Elections 2019 will be 

conducted in how many phases?
 (1) Five (2) Four  (3) Three
 (4) Six (5) None of these
Q.59.  When will the votes be counted in Jharkhand 

Assembly Elections 2019?
 (1) December 29th (2) December 24th
 (3) December 23rd  (4) December 20th 
 (5) None of these

Q.60.  Public Health Emergency has been declared in 
which state?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Delhi
 (3) Maharashtra   (4) Haryana 
 (5) None of these
Q.61.  Who among the following world leaders is on a 

visit to India from October 31- November 2?
 (1) Angela Merkel (2) Vladimir Putin 
 (3) Emmanuel Macron (4) Boris Johnson
 (5) None of these
Q.62.  India recently signed an MoU with which country 

in the field of prevention of marine litter?
 (1) France (2) Germany (3) Brazil
 (4) Thailand (5) None of these
Q.63.  Which of the following states did not celebrate its 

formation day on November 1?
 (1) Chhattisgarh  (2) Kerala
 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Tamil Nadu
 (5) None of these
Q.64.  Which country recently offered to host the COP 25 

climate summit?
 (1) Spain (2) Chile (3) India
 (4) China (5) None of these
Q.65.  Which veteran CPI leader and former Member of 

Parliament has passed away recently?
 (1) D. Raja  (2) Gurudas Dasgupta
 (3) Binoy Biswas  (4) K. Subramaniam
 (5) None of these
Q.66.  Which Indian Institute has recently prepared Indian 

Brain Atlas for first time in the country?
 (1) IIT Delhi  (2) IIT Hyderabad 
 (3) IIT Madras  (4) IIT Pune
 (5) None of these
Q.67.  Which city is hosting 35th ASEAN Summit?
 (1) Mumbai (2) New Delhi (3) Shanghai
 (4) Bangkok (5) None of these
Q.68.  Which of the following actors has been selected for 

the ‘Icon of Golden Jubilee of IFFI’ award?
 (1) Amitabh Bachchan (2) Rajinikanth
 (3) Pawan Kalyan (4) Chiranjeevi
 (5) None of these
Q.69.  Who will be honoured with the Lifetime 

Achievement award at the Golden Jubilee of 
International Film Festival of India?

Amit Sen has taken charge as Director (Finance) of Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL).
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 (1) Isabelle Hupert (2) Meryl Streep
 (3) Mohanlal  (4) Rajinikanth
 (5) None of these
Q.70.  India recently committed to tackling money-

laundering along with which nation?
 (1) France  (2) Japan  (3) US
 (4) China  (5) Korea
Q.71.  Which nation will be hosting COP25?
 (1) Germany  (2) Argentina  (3) Spain 
 (4) Colombia  (5) None of these
Q.72.  Odisha was recently tagged with which state under 

the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat initiative of the 
Government?

 (1) Haryana  (2) Karnataka
 (3) Maharashtra  (4) Rajasthan
 (5) None of these
Q.73.  Women soldiers will be inducted into the Indian 

Army by which year?
 (1) 2019 (2) 2020 (3) 2021
 (4) 2022 (5) None of these
Q.74.  Which country has officially launched 5G Service?
 (1) China (2) India (3) Taiwan
 (4) Japan (5) None of these
Q.75.  Which tech giant recently acquired Fitbit wearable?
 (1) Facebook (2) Amazon (3) Google
 (4) Microsoft (5) None of these
Q.76.  Which neighbouring country of India is suffering 

from outbreak of ‘African Swine Fever’?
 (1) Bangladesh (2) China (3) Myanmar
 (4) Pakistan (5) None of these
Q.77.  Which among the following states has not been 

blamed for crop stubble burning, which has majorly 
caused air pollution in Delhi-NCR?

 (1) Haryana   (2) Punjab 
 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Rajasthan
 (5) None of these
Q.78.  Which among the following PoK districts has not 

been included in the union territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir in India’s new political map?

 (1) Muzaffarabad  (2) Mirpur
 (3) Jhelum Valley  (4) Punch 
 (5) None of these
Q.79.  The new union territory of Ladakh has how many 

districts?

 (1) Two  (2) Three (3) Four 
 (4) One  (5) None of these
Q.80.  How many agreements were signed between India 

and Uzbekistan for military cooperation?
 (1) Four (2) Three (3) Five 
 (4) Seven  (5) None of these
Q.81.  Who has directed Delhi, Punjab, Haryana and UP 

to ensure there are no power cuts in the states?
 (1) NGT   (2) EPCA
 (3) Delhi HC   (4) Supreme Court
 (5) None of these
Q.82.  Which country won the Rugby World Cup 2019?
 (1) Malaysia  (2) Thailand
 (3) South Africa  (4) Brazil
 (5) None of these
Q.83.  Which city is hosting the National Tribal festival?
 (1) Ranchi  (2) Kolkatta (3) New Delhi 
 (4) Hyderabad (5) None of these
Q.84.  Which among the following countries has opted 

out of the RCEP agreement?
 (1) Australia (2) China (3) India 
 (4) Japan  (5) None of these
Q.85.  Which Ministry recently released the Wastelands 

Atlas 2019?
 (1) Ministry of Rural Development
 (2) Ministry of Environment & Climate Change
 (3) Ministry of Commerce and Industry
 (4) Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty 

Alleviation
 (5) None of these
Q.86.  Which Union Minister co-chaired the India-Russia 

Inter-Governmental Commission on Military and 
Military-Technical Cooperation?

 (1) Piyush Goyal   (2) Nirmala Sitharaman
 (3) Rajnath Singh  (4) Amit Shah
 (5) None of these
Q.87.  PS Sreedharan Pillai has been appointed as the 

Governor of which northeastern state?
 (1) Mizoram  (2) Meghalaya  (3) Tripura
 (4) Nagaland (5) None of these
Q.88.  When is the World Tsunami Awareness Day 

observed every year?
 (1) 4th November (2) 5th November
 (3) 6th November (4) 7th November
 (5) None of these

Telangana's G Maheshwari created the sole national record on the final day of the 35th National 
Junior Athletics Championships, winning the girls U-20 3000m steeplechase title.
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Q.89.  Which country recently in November 2019 notified 
the UN about its withdrawal from the Paris Climate 
Agreement?

 (1) Britain (2) USA (3) Germany
 (4) China (5) None of these
Q.90.  When is World Tsunami Awareness Day observed?
 (1) 5th November (2) 4th November
 (3) 3rd November (4) 2nd November
 (5) None of these
Q.91.  Which state recently hosted the Tawang Festival?
 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Uttar Pradesh
 (3) Himachal Pradesh (4) Arunachal Pradesh
 (5) None of these
Q.92.  Which state government recently announced a ban 

on government vehicles older than 15 years?
 (1) Jharkhand (2) Bihar (3) Assam
 (4) West Bengal (5) None of these
Q.93.  Which country has approved the sale of a home-

grown drug that is expected to cure Alzheimer's?
 (1) India   (2) Sweden  
 (3) South Korea  (4) China 
 (5) None of these
Q.94.  The World Health Organisation (WHO) recently 

announced to identify ‘online shopping’ as an 
addictive disorder by which year?

 (1) 2021 (2) 2022 (3) 2023
 (4) 2024 (5) None of these
Q.95.  Which IIT announced to set up a space technology 

cell in collaboration with ISRO?
 (1) IIT Madras  (2) IIT Delhi 
 (3) IIT Roorkee  (4) IIT Hyderabad
 (5) None of these
Q.96.  Which international oil and gas company 

announced to float its initial public offering (IPO) ?
 (1) Saudi Aramco 
 (2) ExxonMobil
 (3) Sinopec  
 (4) China National Petroleum
 (5) None of these
Q.97.  China launched which country’s first-ever satellite 

recently?
 (1) Nepal  (2) Syria (3) Sudan 
 (4) Turkey (5) None of these

Q.98.  When was the International Day for preventing 
environmental exploitation during armed conflict 
observed?

 (1) November 3rd  (2) November 4th 
 (3) November 5th  (4) November 6th
 (5) None of these
Q.99.  Which among the following bodies recommended 

the central government to pay compensation to 
the daily-wage labourers after construction ban in 
Delhi?

 (1) Supreme Court (2) Delhi HC
 (3) NGT   (4) Delhi Government 
 (5) None of these
Q.100. What was India’s rank in the recently concluded 

World Para Athletics Championship-2019?
 (1) 9th (2) 13th (3) 24th
 (4) 36th (5) None of these
Q.101. A group of students from which city created a 

Guinness World Record for the largest astrophysics 
lesson?

 (1) Pune  (2) Hyderabad (3) Kolkatta
 (4) Chennai (5) None of these
Q.102. Which of the following educational institutes has 

created India's first 'standing wheelchair'?
 (1) IIT Madras  (2) IIT Hyderabad
 (3) IIT Kolkata  (4) IIT Delhi
 (5) None of these
Q.103. Which neighboring country of India has appointed 

new governors in all its seven provinces?
 (1) Srilanka (2) Bhutan (3) Myanmar
 (4) Nepal (5) None of these
Q.104. Which two state assemblies came together for a 

special assembly session on November 6?
 (1) J&K and Uttarakhand
 (2) Haryana and Punjab
 (3) Rajasthan and Gujarat 
 (4) Delhi and Haryana 
 (5) None of these
Q.105. Which nation has objected the inclusion of 

Kalapani in the new political map of India?
 (1) China  (2) Bhutan  (3) Nepal
 (4) Myanmar  (5) None of these
Q.106. Which nation was ranked as the world’s worst 

abuser of internet freedom by Freedom of the Net 
report 2019?

Indian-American Ghazala Hashmi, a former community college professor, created history by 
becoming the first Muslim woman to be elected to the Virginia State Senate.
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 (1) Pakistan  (2) US (3) China 
 (4) Russia (5) None of these
Q.107. Who won the Infosys Prize 2019 in the Engineering 

and Computer Science category?
 (1) Sunita Sarawagi (2) Manjula Reddy
 (3) Manu V Devadevan (4) G. Mugesh
 (5) None of these
Q.108. Joint Naval Exercise ‘Samudra Shakti’ was 

held between India and which country at 
Visakhapatnam?

 (1) Myanmar (2) Maldives (3) Indonesia
 (4) Sri Lanka (5) None of these
Q.109. Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan was recently 

re-elected as the President of which country?
 (1) Saudi Arabia (2) Qatar (3) UAE
 (4) Kuwait (5) None of these
Q.110.  Which country will be hosting the BRICS Summit 

2019?
 (1) India (2) China (3) Russia
 (4) Brazil (5) None of these
Q.111. The first BIMSTEC Port Meet has been organized 

in which city?
 (1) Cochin (2) Visakhapatnam (3) Mumbai
 (4) Surat (5) None of these
Q.112. Which Hindi writer has been selected for the Vyas 

Samman-2019 for outstanding literary work?
 (1) Vishwanath Tripathi 
 (2) Narendra Kohli
 (3) Nasira Sharma
 (4) Mannu Bhandari
 (5) None of these
Q.113. Whose Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) status was 

withdrawn by the Home Ministry?
 (1) Aatish Taseer  (2) Salman Taseer
 (3) Tavleen Singh (4) Iqbal Taseer
 (5) None of these
Q.114. Which upcoming Bollywood movie has stirred fears 

of impacting India’s relations with Afghanistan 
over the portrayal of a character, Ahmad Shah 
Abdali?

 (1) War (2) Marjaavaan (3) Panipat
 (4) Commando 3 (5) None of these
Q.115. The citizens of which among the following 

countries are not eligible for the OCI card?

 (1) China, Pakistan 
 (2) Pakistan, Bangladesh 
 (3) Bangladesh, Myanmar
 (4) US, China
 (5) None of these
Q.116. Which Indian batsman has recently set a record of 

playing 100th T20 International match?
 (1) Virat Kohli  (2) Rohit Sharma 
 (3) Shikhar Dhawan (4) MS Dhoni
 (5) None of these
Q.117. Which of the following countries will host the 

conference 'No Money for Terror 2020'?
 (1) India (2) Nepal (3) Bhutan
 (4) China (5) Indonesia 
Q.118. Which of the following leaders would be 

inaugurating the Kartarpur Corridor check post on 
9th November 2019?

 (1) Ram Nath Kovind
 (2) Narendra Modi
 (3) Captain Amarinder Singh
 (4) Nitin Gadkari
 (5) None of these
Q.119. Which Ministry has launched the Swachh – Nirmal 

Tat Abhiyaan 2019?
 (1) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change
 (2) Ministry of Jal Shakti
 (3) Ministry of Water Resources
 (4) Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation
 (5) None of these
Q.120. Which country will host 2023 Men's Hockey World 

Cup?
 (1) Spain  (2) India
 (3) England  (4) The Netherlands
 (5) None of these
Q.121. The Comprehensive Development Plan of which 

Union Territory was approved recently for its 
development by 2036?

 (1) Delhi 
 (2) Puducherry
 (3) Daman & Diu
 (4) Andaman & Nicobar Islands
 (5) None of these

Pakistan is among the worst 10 countries in the world for internet and digital media freedom.
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Sudan's first ever satellite for conducting research in military, economic and space technology has 

been launched by China.

Q.122. Who has become the fastest Indian cricketer to take 
50 T20I wickets?

 (1) Yuzvendra Chahal (2) Jasprit Bumrah
 (3) R Ashwin   (4) Deepak Chahar
 (5) None of these
Q.123. Who resigned as the Union Minister of Heavy 

Industries and Public Enterprises citing moral 
reasons?

 (1) Eknath Shinde (2) Sanjay Raut 
 (3) Aaditya Thackeray  (4) Arvind Sawant
 (5) None of these
Q.124. Which country has retained H-1B visa rule giving 

work permit to spouses of Indians living in the 
nation?

 (1) US (2) UK (3) Canada
 (4) Australia  (5) None of these
Q.125. Which country is hosting 11th BRICS Summit 

from 13th to 14th November 2019?
 (1) India (2) South Africa (3) China
 (4) Brazil (5) None of these
Q.126. What is the name of the former Election 

Commissioner, who has passed away recently, who 
was strongly advocated electoral reforms in India?

 (1) T Swaminathan (2) Dr. Nagendra Singh
 (3) RK Dwivedi  (4) TN Seshan
 (5) None of these
Q.127. Which party has won the maximum seats in Spain’s 

General elections?
 (1) Conservative Popular Party
 (2) Socialist Workers' Party
 (3) Vox Party 
 (4) Green party
 (5) None of these
Q.128. Which country has declared a health emergency 

due to spread malaria and dengue epidemic fever?
 (1) Syria (2) Zambia  (3) Venezuela 
 (4) Yemen (5) None of these
Q.129. Who has become the Indian to be elected to the 

board of Metropolitan Museum of Art?
 (1) Shahrukh Khan  (2) Priyanka Chopra
 (3) Nita Ambani  (4) Anupam Kher
 (5) None of these
Q.130. In total, how many times has President’s rule been 

imposed in Maharashtra?

 (1) Five  (2) Four (3) Three
 (4) Two  (5) None of these
Q.131. Which country was attacked with over 200 rockets 

on November 12, 2019?
 (1) Iran  (2) Israel  (3) Turkey 
 (4) Egypt (5) None of these
Q.132. Who among the following cricketers has been 

dropped by the ICC from its latest ODI and T20I 
rankings?

 (1) Steve Smith   (2) David Warner
 (3) Faf Du Plesis   (4) Shakib al Hasan
 (5) None of these
Q.133. Which country has granted asylum to former 

Bolivian president Evo Morales?
 (1) Colombia (2) Venezuela (3) Chile 
 (4) Mexico (5) None of these
Q.134. Over 1,000 migratory birds of different species 

were found dead in which lake of Rajasthan?
 (1) Nakki Lake  (2) Pichola Lake
 (3) Sambhar Lake (4) Fateh Sagar Lake
 (5) None of these
Q.135. Who among the following ministers has been 

recently given the additional charge of Heavy 
Industries and Public Enterprises?

 (1) Prakash Javdekar 
 (2) Harsimrat Kaur Badal
 (3) Dharmendra Pradhan
 (4) Sunny Deol
 (5) None of these
Q.136. Who won the gold medal in the javelin-

throw competition at the World Para-Athletics 
Championships?

 (1) Ajeet Pal Singh (2) Sundar Singh Gurjar
 (3) Arjun Singh Malik (4) Devendra Verma
 (5) None of these
Q.137.  As per the report of the Parliamentary Committee, 

what percentage of people die every year in India 
due to cancer?

 (1) 54% (2) 60% (3) 68%
 (4) 72% (5) None of these
Q.138. Which nation is hosting the 11th BRICS Summit 

2019?
 (1) Brazil  (2) China 
 (3) South Africa  (4) Russia
 (5) None of these
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Q.1.(4) Q.2.(1) Q.3.(1) Q.4.(3) Q.5.(2) Q.6.(3) Q.7.(2) Q.8.(3) Q.9.(1) Q.10.(4)
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Q.71.(3) Q.72.(3) Q.73.(3) Q.74.(1) Q.75.(3) Q.76.(2) Q.77.(4) Q.78.(3) Q.79.(1) Q.80.(2)
Q.81.(4) Q.82.(3) Q.83.(3) Q.84.(3) Q.85.(1) Q.86.(3) Q.87.(1) Q.88.(2) Q.89.(2) Q.90.(1)
Q.91.(4) Q.92.(2) Q.93.(4) Q.94.(4) Q.95.(2) Q.96.(1) Q.97.(3) Q.98.(4) Q.99.(3) Q.100.(3)
Q.101.(3) Q.102.(1) Q.103.(4) Q.104.(2) Q.105.(3) Q.106.(3) Q.107.(1) Q.108.(3) Q.109.(3) Q.110.(4)
Q.111.(2) Q.112.(3) Q.113.(1) Q.114.(3) Q.115.(2) Q.116.(2) Q.117.(1) Q.118.(2) Q.119.(1) Q.120.(2)
Q.121.(2) Q.122.(1) Q.123.(4) Q.124.(1) Q.125.(4) Q.126.(4) Q.127.(2) Q.128.(4) Q.129.(3) Q.130.(3)
Q.131.(2) Q.132.(4) Q.133.(4) Q.134.(3) Q.135.(1) Q.136.(2) Q.137.(3) Q.138.(1) Q.139.(3) Q.140.(1)
Q.141.(2) Q.142.(4) Q.143.(4) Q.144.(1) Q.145.(3) Q.146.(2) Q.147.(1) Q.148.(4) Q.149.(1) Q.150.(4)

ANSWER KEY

India in 2020 will host the next edition of 'No Money for Terror' Conference on Terrorism- Financing.

Q.139.  The Supreme Court has referred the review petitions 
in the Sabarimala case to a larger bench. The larger 
bench will comprise how many members?

 (1) Eight  (2) Six (3) Seven
 (4) Five  (5) None of these
Q.140.  Which first female officer will be posted abroad as 

'Naval Attache' by Navy?
 (1) Karabi Gogoi  (2) Lalita Mathur
 (3) Anjali Mohan  (4) Nandini Awasthi
 (5) None of these
Q.141. Which famous mathematician from Bihar died 

recently?
 (1) Basant Sagar
 (2) Vashishtha Narayan Singh
 (3) Harish Chandra
 (4) Rahul Sachdeva
 (5) None of these
Q.142. Which of the following country's President will be 

the Chief Guest of Republic Day 2020?
 (1) Russia (2) Ukraine (3) Switzerland
 (4) Brazil (5) None of these
Q.143. The bypolls to two Rajya Sabha seats in Uttar 

Pradesh & Karnataka will be held on which date?
 (1) 22 November  (2) 28 November
 (3) 8 December  (4) 12 December
 (5) None of these
Q.144. The joint exercise ‘Tiger Triumph’ began in 

Visakhapatnam between India and which country?
 (1) US (2) China (3) Japan
 (4) France (5) None of these

Q.145. Which state launched the Sishu Suraksha Mobile 
App on the occasion of Children’s Day 2019?

 (1) Maharashtra (2) Rajasthan (3) Assam
 (4) West Bengal (5) None of these
Q.146. Which state has launched e-ganna app for sugarcane 

farmers?
 (1) Maharashtra  (2) Uttar Pradesh 
 (3) Madhya Pradesh  (4) Haryana
 (5) None of these
Q.147. Justice Muhammad Raffiq took oath as the Chief 

Justice of which state?
 (1) Meghalaya  (2) Manipur  (3) Nagaland 
 (4) Assam (5) None of these
Q.148. Which South Asian country tops the list of TRACE 

Bribery Risk Matrix with highest bribery risk?
 (1) India  (2) Morocco 
 (3) Afghanistan  (4) Somalia
 (5) None of these
Q.149. Recently Jordan has ended a provision of the 

25-year-old peace treaty with which country?
 (1) Israel (2) Syria (3) Lebanon
 (4) Russia (5) None of these
Q.150. Which country's satellite Hayabusa-2 has started a 

journey to return to Earth from an asteroid named 
Ryugu?

 (1) North Korea  (2) South Korea
 (3) China  (4) Japan
 (5) None of these
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Q.1.  Three of the following four number-pairs are 
alike in a certain way and one is different. Find 
the odd one out.

 (A) 14 : 33 (B) 8 : 25 (C) 5 : 15 (D) 9 : 23
Q.2. In a code language, BANKER is written as 

NABREK. How will STRING be written as in 
that language?

 (A) RSTGIN (B) RTSGNI
 (C) TSIRGN (D) RTGSNI
Q.3. Three of the following four words are alike in a certain 

way and one is different. Find the odd one out. 
 (A) Carpenter (B) Blacksmith
 (C) Gardening (D) Tailor
Q.4. Select the option that is related to the third term 

in the same way as the second term is related to 
the first term.

 BYWD: DWUF :: AZYB : _____
 (A) CXVB (B) BZXC (C) CXWD (D) BYWE
Q.5. Select the option in which the given figure is 

embedded.

 

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.6. 'Tuesday' is related to 'Mars' in the same way as 
"Thursday is related to '____'.

 (A) Venus  (B) Mercury
 (C) Saturn  (D) Jupiter
Q.7. Which two signs should be interchanged to make 

the given equation correct?
 4 + 8 × 12 ÷ 6 - 4 = 8
 (A) × and +  (B)  + and ÷ 
 (C)  - and +  (D) ÷ and –
Q.8. Three of the following four number-pairs are 

alike in a certain way and one is different. Find 
the odd one out.

 (A) 10 : 99 (B)  5 : 26 (C)  4 : 17 (D)  9 : 82

Q.9. Two statements are given, followed by three 
conclusions numbered I, II and III. Assuming 
the statements to be true, even if they seem to be 
at variance with commonly known facts, decide 
which of the conclusions logically follow(S) 
from the statements.

 Statements:
 Some plants are trees.
 All trees are bushes.
 Conclusions:
 I. Some bushes are plants.
 II. All bushes are plants.
 III. No bush is a plant.
 (A) Only conclusion I follows.
 (B) Only conclusion III follows.
 (C) Only conclusions I and III follow.
 (D) Only conclusions II and III follow. 
Q.10.  How many triangles are there in the following figure?

 
  (A) 12 (B) 8 (C) 14 (D) 10
Q.11.  Select the option in which the given figure is 

embedded.

 

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.12. Select the word-pair in which the two words are 
related in the same way as are the two words in 
the following word pair.

 Request : Order
 (A) Summer : Heat (B) Clean : Wash
 (C) Think : Thought (D) Whisper : Shout

SSC CPO SI SOLVED PAPER 2019/GENERAL INTELLIGENCE & REASONING

Remya Sreekantan has become the first woman firefighter to join Airports Authority of India (AAI) in 
South India and third across the country.
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Q.13. In the following diagram, the triangle represents 

"dancers', the circle represents 'swimmers', the 
rectangle represents students and the square 
represents cricket fans'. The numbers in different 
segments show the number of persons.

 

13 15

46

3
25

8
7

3
10

9 16
12

Dancers Cricket fans

Students

Swimmers11

 How many student dancers are swimmers but 
not cricket fans?

 (A) 15 (B) 10 (C) 3 (D) 13
Q.14. Select the set of numbers that is similar to the 

following set of numbers.
 (15, 21, 27)
 (A) {25, 40, 56} (B) {20, 28, 36}
 (C) {40, 55, 753} (D) {12, 24, 32}
Q.15. Select the option that is related to the third term 

in the same way as the second term is related to 
the first term.

 BDFH: DWDS :: TVYZ:____
 (A) VEBB  (B) VDWB
 (C) UDWA  (D) VEWA
Q.16. Select the option that is related to the third 

number in the same way as the second number is 
related to the first number.

 8 : 81 : 10 :___
 (A) 100 (B) 121 (C) 120 (D) 111
Q.17. Which number will replace the question mark (?) 

in the following series?
 3, 5, 7, 8, 15, ?, 31, 26
 (A) 24 (B) 14 (C) 21 (D) 18
Q.18.  Three of the following four letter-clusters are 

alike in a certain way and one is different. Find 
the odd one out.

 (A) PYRU (B) CLEH (C) MKOH (D) TRVN
Q.19. Two statements are given, followed by three 

conclusions numbered I, II and III. Assuming the 
statements to be true,  even if they seem to be 
at variance with commonly known facts, decide 
which of the conclusions logically follow(S) 
from the statements.

 Statements:
 Some mangoes are fruits.
 No fruit is vegetable.
 Conclusions:
 I. Some mangoes are vegetables.
 II. Some fruits are mangoes.
 III. No vegetable is a mango
 (A) Only conclusion II follows.
 (B) Only conclusions II and III follow.
 (C) Only conclusions I and III follow.
 (D) Only conclusion I follows.
Q.20. Select the figure that will come next in the 

following figure series.

 
        1      2    3 4

 (A)   (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.21. Select the correct mirror image of the given figure 
when the mirror is placed on the right of the figure.

 

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.22. Select the word-pair in which the two words are 
related in the same way as are the two words in 
the following word pair.

 Memory: Amnesia
 (A) Cholera : Epidemic (B) Old age : Senility
 (C) Audition : Hearing (D) Vision : Blindness

India’s stand-in T20I captain Rohit Sharma became the first Indian male cricketer and second man in 
world cricket to complete 100 T20 Internationals.
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Q.23. Select the figure that will come next in the 
following figure series.

 
        1   2            3            4 
Q.24. Priya's school bus was facing north-west when it 

reached her school. After starting from her house 
and moving some distance, the bus took one 
left turns, one right turn, and another left turn to 
reach her school. In which direction was the bus 
facing when it left Priya's house?

 (A) South-east (B) North-west
 (C) South-west (D) North-east
Q.25. Which letter-cluster will replace the question 

mark (?) in the following series?
 BZD, DXF, GUI, ?, PLR...
 (A) KQM (B) MOQ (C) KPN (D) LRT
Q.26. After starting from her house, Sameera walked 

a few meters towards the East. From there, she 
took a right turn and walked 100 m, and then 
took a left turn and walked 30 m. Finally, she 
took a left turn again and walked 40 m to reach 
the market. If the air distance between her house 
and the market is 100 m, how far did Sameera 
walk towards the East initially from her house?

 (A) 30 m (B) 50 m (C) 60 m (D) 80 m
Q.27. Three of the following four words are alike in 

a certain way and one is different. Find the odd 
one out.

 (A) Jealous (B) Weep (C) Sad (D) Angry
Q.28. Select the correct alternative to indicate the 

arrangement of the following words in a logical 
and meaningful order.

 1. Probation  2. Selection
 3. Application 4. Confirmation
 5. Appointment
 (A) 3, 2, 5, 1, 4 (B) 5, 1, 4, 2, 3
 (C) 4, 1, 3, 2, 5 (D) 3, 2, 5, 4, 1
Q.29. If CAB = 12 and FED = 30, then HIDE =____.
 (A) 44 (B) 68 (C) 52 (D) 48
Q.30. Which number will replace the question mark (?) 

in the following series?
 7, 10, 16, 19, 25, ?
 (A) 29 (B) 33 (C) 31 (D) 28

Q.31. Three of the following four number-pairs are 
alike in a certain way and one is different. Find 
the odd one out.

 (A) 78:13 (B) 18:9 (C) 34:7 (D) 56:11
Q.32. Select the option that is related to the third 

number in the same way as the second number is 
related to the first number.

 15:25::24:___
 (A) 40 (B) 35 (C) 32 (D) 45
Q.33. In a code language, QUESTION is written as 

OPJUTFVR. How will FACTOR be written as 
in that language?

 (A) SUPEGB (B) BGDSPU
 (C) SPUDBG (D) QPUDBE
Q.34. Select the number-pair in which the two numbers 

are related in the same way as are the two 
numbers of the given number pair.

 5 : 9
 (A) 10 : 29 (B) 25 : 79 (C) 17 : 65 (D) 12 : 33
Q.35. Two positions of the same dice are given. Which 

number will be at the top if 6' is at the bottom? 

 
 (A) 2 (B) 3 (C) 1 (D) 4
Q.36.  Three of the following four number-pairs are 

alike in a certain way and one is different. Find 
the odd one out.

 (A) 6 : 18 (B) 8 : 32 (C) 12 : 72 (D) 14 : 94
Q.37. Which fraction will replace the question mark (?) 

in the following series?

 

1 3 6 10
, , , ,?

4 5 7 11

 (A) 
15

23
 (B) 

15

19
 (C) 

17

27
 (D) 

17

21

Q.38. Three of the following four letter-clusters are 
alike in a certain way and one is different. Find 
the odd one out.

 (A) ILOU (B) AEIU (C) EIOU (D) AIOU
Q.39.  Select the set of numbers that is similar to the 

following set of numbers.
 (7, 13, 20)
 (A) (10, 18, 24) (B) (9, 15, 23)
 (C) (12, 19, 29) (D) (7, 10, 17)

India has registered a 26.9 per cent reduction in Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) since 2013, 
according to the Sample Registration System Bulletin-2016 released.
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Q.40. Which of the following interchanges of signs and 

numbers would make the given equation correct?
 8 ÷ 2 - 6 × 4 + 3 = 13
 (A) - and +, 6 and 4 (B) ÷ and +, 4 and 8
 (C) × and ÷, 8 and 6 (D) × and -, 2 and 6
Q.41. Which two numbers should be interchanged to 

make the given equations correct.
 6 × 3 - 8 ÷ 2 + 5 = 8 ÷ 2 + 3 × 5 - 6 
 (A) 6 and 2  (B) 8 and 6 
 (C) 5 and 6  (D) 3 and 5
Q.42.  Which letter series will replace the question 

mark (?) in the following series?
 M, N, O, L, Q, J, ?, H
 (A) R (B) S (C) K (D) J
Q.43. Select the figure that will come next in the 

following series.

 
+ X

_ +X
_ _ +X +_

X

       1           2             3           4

 (A) +X
_  (B) +X

_

 (C) +X
_  (D) +X

_

Q.44.  'Meat' is related to Vegetarian in the same way as 
'Alcohol' is related to '____'.

 (A) Teetotaler (B) Smoker
 (C) Water  (D) Dietician
Q.45. Select the correct mirror image of the given figure 

when the mirror is placed on the right of the figure.

 

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.46. Select the correct alternative to indicate the 
arrangement of the following words in a logical 
and meaningful order.

 1. Sleep 2. Cold 3. Blanket
 4. Winter 5. Warm 6. Shop

 (A) 4, 2, 6, 3, 5, 1 (B) 4, 3, 6, 2, 1, 5
 (C) 6, 3, 2, 1, 4, 5 (D) 4, 3, 2, 6, 1, 5
Q.47.  If HECK is coded as 94410 and DIG is coded as 

588, then how will BIKE be coded as?
 (A) 38124 (B) 38115 (C) 19113 (D) 39105
Q.48.  In the following diagram, the triangle represents 

players, the circle represents 'students' and 
the rectangle represents "high achievers'. The 
numbers in different segments show the number 
of persons.

 

5
4 9

12 61038

7 11

13

Players
Students

High Achivers

 How many high-achieving students are not players?
 (A) 15  (B) 13  (C) 12  (D) 3
Q.49. The sequence of folding a piece of square paper 

and the manner in which the folded paper has 
been cut is shown in the figures X, Y and Z. How 
would this paper look when unfolded?

 

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 
 
Q.50.  In the following diagram, the triangle represents 

"rich”, the circle represents "doctor” and the 
rectangle represents "happy” persons. The 
numbers in different segments show the number 
of persons.

 

4 62

8 710 12
9

7
15

8

14

Doctors

Happy

Rich

 How many rich doctors are not happy?
 (A) 15 (B) 26 (C) 9 (D) 17

Amazon India has signed four agreements with Himachal Pradesh government that will enable 
sellers, MSMEs, artisans and weavers from the state to benefit through online trade.
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Q.51.  Olfactory receptors are located in our: 
 (A) Nose (B) Tongue (C) Ears (D) Eyes
Q.52. The smallest Union Territories is 
 (A) Puducherry  
 (B) Lakshadweep 
 (C) Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
 (D) Daman and Diu 
Q.53. Queen Naikidevi is remembered as the woman 

who defeated___________ in 1178 CE
 (A) Muhammad bin Tughlaq 
 (B) Muhammad al-Baqir 
 (C) Al-Salih Muhammad 
 (D) Muhammad Ghori 
Q.54. Rauf' is a folk dance associated with the state of 

_____. 
 (A) Haryana  (B) Punjab 
 (C) Rajasthan  (D) Jammu and Kashmir
Q.55.  ---------------is aimed at the welfare of areas and 

people affected by mining-related operations, 
using the funds generated by District Mineral 
Foundations (DMFs). 

 (A) Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana 
 (B) Pradhan Mantri Digidhan Vyapar Yojana 
 (C) Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 
 (D) Pradhan Mantri Khanij Kshetra Kalyan Yojana
Q.56. Which Bharatiya Janata Party leader was bestowed 

with 'Sansad Ratna Award for distinguished 
performance as a parliamentarian in January 2019? 

 (A) Virendra Kashyap (B) Anurag Thakur 
 (C) Rao Inderjit Singh (D) Rajesh Chudasama
Q.57. A study by Gitanjali Katlam and Soumya Prasad 

from Jawaharlal Nehru University, Mohit 
Agarwal from Asian Adventures and Raman 
Kumar from Nature Science Initiative examined 
the relationship between ----------------- which 
was published in the journal 'Current Science'. 

 (A) Animal and plant life 
 (B) Different animal species and their food 
 (C) Water scarcity and animals 
 (D) Animal type and behavior vis-à-vis the risk 

of plastic ingestion
Q.58. In January 2019, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

inaugurated and laid the foundation stone for 
several development 8 projects at Silvassa in 

Dadra and Nagar Haveli. Which of the following 
is NOT one of them? 

 (A) Door to door waste collection, segregation 
and processing of solid waste in Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli digitally 

 (B) New IT policy for Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
 (C) An art college in Dadra and Nagar Haveli 
 (D) A medical college in Dadra and Nagar Haveli
Q.59. The famous festival of Tsokum Samai' is 

celebrated by the people of which state to invoke 
blessings for a rich harvest? 

 (A) Mizoram  (B) Assam 
 (C) Meghalaya (D) Nagaland
Q.60. The sky appears blue due to: 
 (A) Refraction of light  (B) Dispersion of light 
 (C) Scattering of light  (D) Reflection of light
Q.61. Which of the following statements is NOT true about 

the Export-Import Bank of India (EXIM Bank)? 
 (A) Its main objective is to provide financial 

assistance to promote Indian exports. 
 (B) It is a premier export finance institution of 

India. 
 (C) The Bank provides assistance in helping 

Indian firms in their globalization efforts 
 (D) It was established in 2014 under the Export-

Import Bank of India Act.
Q.62.  Which team has won the inaugural Pro Volleyball 

League Title held in February 2019?
 (A) Calicut Heroes 
 (B) Ahmedabad Defenders 
 (C) Black Hawks Hyderabad 
 (D) Chennai Spartans
Q.63. The Maharana Pratap Sagar reservoir on the 

river Beas in Himachal Pradesh is also known as:
 (A) Pong Dam  (B) Ukai Dam 
 (C) Dharoi Dam  (D) Tehri Dam
Q.64. The spectrum of light was first explained by 
 (A) Neils Bohr  (B) Isaac Newton 
 (C) Albert Einstein  (D) Galileo Galilei 
Q.65. Which article of the Constitution of India states 

that the Judge of a High Court shall be appointed 
by the President with the consultation of the Chief 
Justice of India and the Governor of the State? 

 (A) 21  (B) 201  (C) 217  (D) 72

SSC CPO SI SOLVED PAPER 2019/GENERAL AWARENESS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi embarked on a two-day visit to Brazil from November 13 to attend 
the 11th BRICS summit.
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Q.66. Apiculture is the technique of scientific rearing 

of ------------in a specially designed wooden box. 
 (A) Honey bees  (B) Silkworms
 (C) Moths   (D) Termites
Q.67. Indian teen cyclist ------------created history by 

winning the country's maiden medal in track 
cycling at the world level in 2018. 

 (A) Esow Alben  (B) Sreedhar Savanur 
 (C) Deborah Herold  (D) Bikram Singh
Q.68. Why do water droplets always take a round 

shape when dropped onto plane surfaces?
 (A) Due to gravity 
 (B) Due to atmospheric pressure
 (C) Due to the presence of Eddy Currents in the air 
 (D) Due to exertion of surface tension by the 

molecules
Q.69. A not-for-profit organization Youth for Equality 

has moved the Supreme Court by questioning 
the constitutional validity of the ----------- 
Constitutional Amendment Act which provides 
10% quota for economically weaker sections.

 (A) 100th   (B) 103rd  (C) 99th  (D) 143rd
Q.70. In December 2018, ________ won the Women's 

Singles title at the National Squash Championship 
held in Delhi. 

 (A) Sachika Galvani 
 (B) Aparajitha Balamurukan 
 (C) Bhuvaneshwari Kumari 
 (D) Joshna Chinappa 
Q.71. Which of the following states does NOT share a 

border with Bangladesh? 
 (A) Meghalaya  (B) Manipur 
 (C) Tripura   (D) Mizoram
Q.72. Who inaugurated the National Museum of Indian 

Cinema in Mumbai in Jan 2019? 
 (A) Narendra Modi  (B) Ram Nath Kovind 
 (C) Amitabh Bachchan  (D) Devendra Fadnavis
Q.73. The Battle of Chausa was fought between Humayun 

and Sher Shah Suri on 26 June in the year-_ 
 (A) 1729  (B) 1539  (C) 1639  (D) 1440
Q.74. ---------- has become the youngest man in the 

world to have scaled seven highest peaks and 
volcanic summits across continents. 

 (A) Raj Singh Dharmashaktu 
 (B) Satyarup Siddhanta 

 (C) Mohan Singh 
 (D) Santosh Yadav
Q.75. In January 2019, the Competition Commission 

of India (CCI) approved a deal wherein Samara 
Capital-backed Witzig Advisory Services and 
Amazon will acquire -----------, which operates 
a supermarket store chain called "More'.

 (A) Aditya Birla Retail Ltd 
 (B) Reliance Retail 
 (C) Godrej Consumer Products Ltd 
 (D) Future Grou
Q.76. Pune-based organization ---------------- 

conducted a study using a 15% M-15 methanol 
blend in vehicles and tested them for 63,000 km 
to evaluate emissions in real-world conditions as 
well as to check the performance of the vehicles.

 (A) Automotive Research Association of India 
(ARAI) 

 (B) Research Association of India (RAI) 
 (C) Automotive Organization (AO) 
 (D) Vehicle Organization of India (VOI)
Q.77. As of January 2019, who holds the portfolio of 

Ministry of Science and Technology? 
 (A) Manohar Parrikar  (B) Piyush Goyal 
 (C) Harsh Vardhan  (D) Prakash Javadekar
Q.78. --------------- is the study of viruses. 
 (A) Mycology  (B) Virology 
 (C) Protozoology  (D) Parasitology
Q.79. The Hindu Prize 2018 for Fiction was awarded 

to --------------the English author of Requiem in 
Raga Janki' during The Hindu Lit for Life 2019.

 (A) Rajiv Elipe  (B) Vinayak Varma
 (C) Neelum Saran Gour (D) Mamta Nancy
Q.80. The audible range of sound for human beings is 

from:
 (A) 20 Hz to 200 kHz  (B) 10 Hz to 100 kHz 
 (C) 20 Hz to 20 kHz  (D) 10 Hz to 10 kHz
Q.81. In January 2019, Microsoft India launched a new 

e-commerce platform called re-weave.in under 
Project ReWeave to aid handloom weavers in 
Telangana. Which of the following is NOT a 
benefit of the e-commerce platform? 

 (A) It will showcase signature collections created 
by the weaver communities. 

 (B) It will decelerate the process of reviving 
traditional forgotten Indian art. 

The Golden Jubilee of International Film Festival of India, IFFI will start on 20th November in Goa.
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 (C) It will help weavers increase their income 
and earn a sustainable livelihood. 

 (D) It will connect artisans to the buyers directly, 
enabling them to expand to newer customers and 
markets.

Q.82. ---------------- has emerged as the world's most 
dynamic city among 131 major established and 
emerging business hubs globally as per JLL City 
Momentum Index 2019. 

 (A) Bengaluru  (B) Hyderabad 
 (C) Chennai  (D) Delhi
Q.83. Dadra and Nagar Haveli is a union territory located 

between the states of Maharashtra and -----------. 
 (A) Rajasthan (B) Andhra Pradesh 
 (C) West Bengal  (D) Gujarat
Q.84. The Nobel Prize is awarded in 6 categories each 

year. Which of the following is NOT one of them? 
 (A) Mathematics  (B) Literature 
 (C) Physics   (D) Economics
Q.85. In January 2019, the Union Cabinet headed by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved a capital 
infusion of 5 state-owned Export-Import Bank of 
India (EXIM Bank) to expand its business. 

 (A) 6,000 crore  (B) 4,000 crore 
 (C) 9,000 crore  (D) 2,000 crore
Q.86. Which dance form originated as a tribal dance 

in the forests of Odisha in the 18th century and 
attained the status of a martial art-based dance 
form in the 19th century. 

 (A) Chhobia  (B) Kalaripayattu 
 (C) Chhau   (D) Bawai
Q.87. In September 2018, India's ace sprinter was 

appointed as Sports Ambassador of Assam. 
 (A) Makhan Singh  (B) Jata Shankar 
 (C) Anand Shetty  (D) Hima Das
Q.88. "The Origin of Species” was written by: 
 (A) Charles Darwin  (B) Carolus Linnaeus 
 (C) Erasmus Darwin (D) William Paley
Q.89. The Treaty of Sagauli was signed between the 

British and the:
 (A) Gurkhas  (B) Nawab of Bengal 
 (C) Nawab of Awadh  (D) Marathas
Q.90. Where is the Dachigam sanctuary located?
 (A) Jammu and Kashmir  (B) Assam 
 (C) Chhattisgarh  (D) Karnataka

Q.91. In January 2019, the Department of Science 
and Technology partnered with Doordarshan 
to launch two free-to-air channels DD Science 
and an Internet-based channel______ which will 
offer live, scheduled play and video-on-demand 
on science topics. 

 (A) Internet Science  (B) India Technology 
 (C) India Live  (D) India Science
Q.92. Under which of the following acts did the 

Government of India set up Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (TRAI)? 

 (A) Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 2001
 (B) Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997 
 (C) Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 2003 
 (D) Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 2005
Q.93. The five-kingdom concept of classification of 

organisms was given by: 
 (A) William Paley  (B) Charles Darwin 
 (C) Carl Woese  (D) Robert Whittaker
Q.94. The first Sheikh Saud International Prize for 

Materials Research has been awarded to--------- 
in January 2019 who is an Indian scientist.

 (A) Vikram Sarabhai 
 (B) M Visvesvaraya 
 (C) Chintamani Nagesa Ramachandra Rao 
 (D) Meghnad Saha
Q.95. ------------- is/are being considered an alternative 

to reduce the country's crude oil imports worth 7 
lakh crore. It can also be a potential weapon to 
fight increasing pollution. 

 (A) Extractor fans  (B) Biofuels 
 (C) Air purifiers  (D) Phytoremediation
Q.96. What was the paternal name of Swami Dayanand 

Saraswati? 
 (A) Narayan Shankar  (B) Mool Shankar 
 (C) Krishna Shankar  (D) Om Shankar
Q.97. The Governor of Tamil Nadu Banwarilal Purohit 

presented the 'Sansad Ratna Awards in Chennai 
in January 2019. Which of the following MPs is 
NOT a recipient of Sansad Ratna Award? 

 (A) Supriya Sule  (B) Nishikant Dubey 
 (C) Kirit Solanki  (D) NK Premachandran
Q.98. Who was the Governor-General of India during 

the First Anglo-Sikh War? 
 (A) Lord Cornwallis  (B) Lord Hardinge 
 (C) Lord Dalhousie  (D) Lord Canning

Mohammad Imran has been appointed as the new High Commissioner of Bangladesh to India. He 
succeeds Syed Muazzem Ali.
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Q.101.  5 cubes, each of edge 4 cm, are joined to end to 
end. What is the total area of the resulting cuboid?

 (A) 352 cm2  (B) 486 cm2

 (C) 720 cm2  (D) 526 cm2

Q.102. If 3 3 208a b− =  and 4a b− = , then ( )2
a b ab+ −  

is equal to ?
 (A) 52 (B) 38 (C) 32 (D) 42
Q.103-105. The given pie chart, shows degree of cost 

incurred in different expenditure (Total ̀ 450000)

 
Q.103. What is total expenditure (in percent) on labor 

charges?
 (A) 25% (B) 20 % (C) 18 % (D) 30 %
Q.104. The expenditure on steel is what percent of the 

expenditure on the cement?
 (A) 55% (B) 50% (C) 40% (D) 45%
Q.105. What is the ratio of the total expenditure on steel, 

cement and bricks to the total expenditure on 
labour and miscellaneous expenses?

 (A) 3 : 7 (B) 3 : 5 (C) 4 : 5 (D) 9 : 11
Q.106. A shopkeeper sold two article for `9471 each. 

On one, he had gain 23% and on the other he lost 
23% what is percentage gain or loss?

 (A) 5.29% loss (B) 6.29% gain
 (C) 5.29% gain (D) 6.29% loss
Q.107. The side of the triangle are 10cm, 24cm, and 

26cm, at each of vertices, circle of the radius 3.5 
cm are drawn. What is the area of the triangle 

excluding the portion covered by the sector of 
the circle?

 (A) 81.5 cm2 (B) 100.75 cm2

 (C) 75.75 cm2 (D) 78.25 cm2

Q.108. If ( )tan cot 45 2ox x= +  the what is value of x 
?

 (A) 45o (B) 15 o (C) 45 o/2 (D) 20 o

Q.109. 
675 675 675 325 325 325

67.5 67.5 32.5 32.5 67.5 32.5

× × + × ×
× + × − ×

 is equal to ?

 (A) 100 (B) 10.000 (C)1,000 (D) 1,00,000
Q.110. A sum of `20000 is invested for 15 months at 

the interest of 10% per annum compounded half 
yearly. What is the percentage gain, correct to 
one decimal place, at the end of the 15 months?

 (A) 12.5% (B) 13.6% (C) 13.0% (D) 13.4%
Q.111. What is sum of the mean proportional between 

10.8 and 4.8 and the third proportional of 2 and 4?
 (A) 15.2 (B) 11.2 (C) 8.2 (D) 10.2
Q.112.  PA and PB are the two tangents to a circle O, 

from a point P outside of the circle. A and B are 
the points on the circle. If 40oAPB∠ = , ∠OAB 
is equal to the?

 (A) 40o (B) 20 o (C) 50 o (D) 25 o

Q.113. 3 1 1 1 3
9 2 4 2

4 6 3 2 4

   ÷ + − +      
 is equal to?

 (A) 3 (B) 15/4 (C) 4 (D) 17/4
Q.114. The square root of which of the following is a 

rational number ?
 (A) 1250.49  (B) 6250.49
 (C) 1354.24  (D) 5768.28
Q.115.  What is the sum of the digit of the least number, 

which when divided by 15, 18 and 24 leaves the 
remainder 8 in each case and is also divisible by 13?

 (A) 17 (B) 16 (C) 15 (D) 18

SSC CPO SI SOLVED PAPER 2019/QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE

Q.99. Swadeshi Movement started in India during 
 (A) Anti-Bengal Partition agitation 
 (B) The first non-co-operation movement of 1919-22 
 (C) The Champaran Satyagrah of Gandhi 
 (D) The protest against the Rowlatt Act
Q.100. In January 2019, the Union Ministry of ------ 

started a 'Know Your Budget' series on its Twitter 

handle to educate the general public about the 
budgetary process. 

 (A) Corporate Affairs 

 (B) Human Resource Development 

 (C) Commerce and Industry 

 (D) Finance

Justice Sanjay Karol was sworn in as the Chief Justice of Patna High Court.
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Q.116.  If the six digit 4x4y96 is divisible by 88, then 
what will be the value of (x+2y)?

 (A) 13 (B) 10 (C) 12 (D) 11
Q.117.  The efficiencies of A, B and C are in the ratio 4 

: 5 : 6. Working together, they can complete a 
work in 12 days. In how many days will A alone 
be able to complete that work?

 (A) 45 (B) 36 (C) 30 (D) 40

Q.118.  If 
1

5x
x

+ = , then 3
3

1
x

x
+ is equal to?

 (A) 110 (B) 130 (C) 145 (D) 125
Q.119. Two pipes A and B are can fill a tank in 6 hours 

and 9 hours respectively. They are opened 
alternately for 1 hour each, starting with pipe A 
first, In how many hours will the tank be filled?

 (A) 5 (B) 4 (C) 6 (D) 7

Q.120.  If 
( ) 9

,
( ) 4

ar ABC
ABC PQR

ar PQR
∆ ∆ =∼ , AC = 12 cm, 

AB= 18 cm, and BC= 15 cm , then PR is equal to?
 (A) 20/3 (B) 12 (C) 8 (D) 10
Q.121.  The price of sugar has decreased by 15%. By what 

percent can Person increase the consumption so 
that there is no change in the expenditure?

 (A) 300/23% (B) 300/17%
 (C) 50/3%  (D) 20/3%
Q.122.  The average of 16 number is 48. The average of 

the first seven number is 45 and the average of 
the next 6 number is 52. If 14th number is 11 less 
than 15th number and 5 more than 16th number, 
Then the average of 15th and 16th number is ?

 (A) 47.5 (B) 48.5 (C) 49 (D) 48

Q.123. If ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )( )( )3 3 3
5 6 7 3 5 6 7x x x x x x− + − + − = − − − , 

then what is the value of x?
 (A) 6 (B) 7 (C) 5 (D) 18
Q.124.  A shopkeeper marks his goods at a price such 

that after giving a discount of 25%, he gains 
20%. If the cost price of the article is `460, what 
is the marked price?

 (A) `736 (B) `748 (C) `725 (D) `752
Q.125.  In triangle ABC , angle A 50o. its side AB and AC 

are produced to the point D and E. If the bisector 
of ∠CBD and ∠BCE meet at point O, the ∠BOC 
is ?

 (A) 75o (B) 65 o (C) 55 o (D) 40 o

Q.126-128.  Given bar graph shows the number of boys 
and girls in college A, B, C, D and E ?

 
Q.126.  In which of the college the difference between 

the percentage of girls and the boys is maximum, 
by taking total number of students as base for the 
college?

 (A) E (B) B (C) D (D) A
Q.127.  What is average of the Girls in all colleges?
 (A) 560 (B) 540 (C) 550 (D) 600
Q.128.  What is ratio of the total boys to total girls in all 

5 colleges?
 (A) 13 : 12 (B) 14 : 15 (C) 15 : 14 (D) 12 : 13

Q.129.  Form the top of 10m high building, the angle of 
elevation of the top of the tower is 60o and the 
angle of dispersion of foot of the tower is φ, such 
that 2

tan
3

φ = , what is the hight of the tower to 
nearest meter?

 (A) 34m (B) 35m (C) 36m (D) 33m
Q.130.  Sphere of radius 6 cm is melted and recast into 

sphere of radius 2cm each. How many such 
sphere can be made?

 (A) 36 (B) 25 (C) 27 (D) 24
Q.131.  Two number are in the ratio of 4 : 5. If their HCF 

is 16, then the sum of these two number is ?
 (A) 144 (B) 124 (C) 160 (D) 150
Q.132.  If a train runs at 60 km/h, It reaches its destination 

15 minute late. But, if it runs at 80 km/h, it is 
late by 7 minute only. The right time for train to 
cover its journey is?

 (A) 18 minutes (B) 17 minutes
 (C) 20 minutes (D) 21 minutes

Q.133. The value of 
2 2

2
2 2

sin 24 sin 66
sin 61 cos 61 sin 29

cos 24 cos 66

o o
o o o

o o

 + + + + 
is equal to ?

 (A) 2 (B) 3 (C) 1 (D) 0

Saurabh Chaudhary claimed the silver medal in men's 10m air pistol event to continue India's surge 
at the 14th Asian Championship in Doha.
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Q.134.  The side of the rhombus is 5 cm and one of its 

diagonal is 8 cm. What is the area of the rhombus?
 (A) 30 cm2 (B) 20 cm2 (C) 40 cm2 (D) 24 cm2

Q.135.  If A’s income is 40% more than the income of B, 
then what percent of B’s income is less than of A?

 (A) 4
27 %

7
 (B) 

5
28 %

7
 (C) 

5
27 %

7
 (D) 

4
28 %

7

Q.136.  A, B and C started a Business By investing ̀ 55000, 
`65000 and `75000 respectively. A is working 
partner and get 20% of the profit and remaining 
is distributed in the portion of their investment. If 
total profit is `87750, what is the share of A?

 (A) `27000  (B) `37500 
 (C) `23000  (D) `37350
Q.137.  The successive discounts of 20%, 10% and 15% 

is equivalent to a single discount of?
 (A) 43.5% (B) 42.2% (C) 38.8% (D) 44.5%
Q.138.  The radius of the cylinder is increased by 150 % 

and its height is decreased by 20 %. what is the 
percentage increase in volume?

 (A) 400% (B) 600% (C) 500% (D) 80%
Q.139.  ABCD is a cyclic quadrilateral such that AB is 

a diameter of the circle circumscribing it angle 
ADC = 140o. Then angle BAC is equal to?

 (A) 38 o (B) 40 o (C) 50 o (D) 60 o

Q.140.  
4 3 4 3 1

4 7
5 7 5 10 5

of÷ + × −  is equal to?

 (A) 7/5 (B) 8/5 (C) 34/25 (D) 41/25

Q.141.  A ladder leaning against the wall make an angle 
α with the horizontal ground such that 3

tan
4

α = . If 
the foot of the ladder is 5 m away from the wall, 
What is the length of the ladder?

 (A) 5.25 m (B) 3.75 m (C) 6.25 m (D) 4.5 m
Q.142.  24 persons working 8 hours a day can complete 

2 units of a work in 10 days. How many persons 
are required to complete the 4 units of that work, 
if they work 6 hours a day for 16 days?

 (A) 48 (B) 36 (C) 40 (D) 32
Q.143.  Pipe A and B can fill the tank in 6 hour and 9 

Hour respectively and pipe C can empty the full 
tank in 12 hours. If all three pipe are opened 
together when a tank is empty, In how many 
hours will 35% of the tank will be filled?

 (A) 1.9 hrs (B) 1.5 hrs (C) 1.6 hrs (D) 1.8 hrs

Q.144.  A sum of `15000 is invested partly at 12% per 
annum and remaining at 10% per annum simple 
interest. If the total interest at the end of 2 year 
is `3344 how much money was invested at 10% 
per annum?

 (A) `6200 (B) `6600 (C) `6400 (D) `6500
Q.145.  In a class of 50 students, 40% are girl. The 

average weight of the boys is 62 kg and that of 
the girl is 58 kg. What is average weight of ( in 
kg) of the whole class?

 (A) 60.4 (B) 60.2 (C) 60.8 (D) 60.6
Q.146.  A boat can go 30 km downstream and 24 km 

upstream in 2 hours 27 minutes. Also it can go 20 
km downstream and 8 km upstream in 74 minutes. 
What is the speed of boat in still water (in km/hrs)?

 (A) 18 (B) 20 (C) 24 (D) 22
Q.147.  In an examination 54% of the candidate passed 

in science and 42% failed in mathematics. If 
32% failed in both subjects, what percent passed 
in both the subjects?

 (A) 56% (B) 48% (C) 32% (D) 44%
Q.148-150. In the given histogram class of the height of the 

students.

Q.148.  In which class does the median height of the 
students lie?

 (A) 120-125  (B) 105-110
 (C) 115-120  (D) 110-115
Q.149.  What percentage of students have height in the 

interval of 105-110?
 (A) 17.5% (B) 18% (C) 16.5% (D) 17%
Q.150.  What is the mean height of all students correct to 

one decimal place?
 (A) 116.8 cm (B) 114.7 cm
 (C) 116.2 cm (D) 115.6 cm

Javelin thrower Sundar Singh Gurjar has won India's second gold defending his World Para Athletics 
Championships title in the men's F46 javelin throw event in Dubai.
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Q.151. Select the synonym of the given word.
 AMPLIFY
 (A) magnify  (B) electrify
 (C) satisfy  (D) supply
Q.152. Select the most appropriate option to 

substitute the underlined segment in the given 
sentence. If there is no need to substitute it, 
select, No substitution required.

 This is the first time anybody have explored into 
this part of the country.

 (A) anybody has explored this part
 (B) anybody has explored into this part
 (C) No substitution required
 (D) anybody have explored this part
Q.153. Select the most appropriate meaning of the 

underlined idiom in the given sentence.
 He has set up his business now as he knows the 

ins and outs of it.
 (A) usefulness (B) importance
 (C) details  (D) difficulties
Q.154. Select the word, which means the same as the 

group of words given.
 The keeper of a museum
 (A) compere (B) curator
 (C) commissioner (D) conservator
Q.155. Select the synonym of the given word.
 REPLETE
 (A) restful  (B) occupied
 (C) full  (D) calm
Q.156. Identify the segment in the sentence, which 

contains the grammatical error.
 In this novel I came across some words which 

meaning I do not know.
 (A) came across (B) which meaning
 (C) In this novel (D) do not know
Q.157. Select the most appropriate word to fill in the 

blank.
 Our new office is equipped__ all the latest 

technology.
 (A) from (B) about (C) with (D) by
Q.158. Select the wrongly spelt word.

 (A) couragious (B) precious
 (C) curious  (D) victorious
Q.159. Select the word, which means the same as the 

group of words given.
 A large enclosure for keeping the birds in
 (A) menagerie (B) aviary
 (C) aquarium (D) apiary
Q.160. Select the word, which means the same as the 

group of words given.
 A person who eats human flesh.
 (A) carnivore (B) tribal
 (C) cannibal  (D) scavenger
Q.161. Select the wrongly spelt word.
 (A) gloomy (B) gloss (C) gobbel (D) glutton
Q.162. Identify the segment in the sentence, which 

contains the grammatical error.
 To my point of view he should not have behaved 

in such a manner.
 (A) should not have (B) behaved
 (C) To my point of view (D) in such a manner
Q.163. Identify the segment in the sentence, which 

contains the grammatical error.
 The old man climbed seven floors with hardly no 

effort at all.
 (A) climbed  (B) at all
 (C) The old man (D) hardly no effort
Q.164. Select the most appropriate option to 

substitute the underlined segment in the given 
sentence. If there is no need to substitute it, 
select No substitution required.

 The cause of the disaster has not yet known 
but an enquiry has been set up to find out what 
happened.

 (A) have not yet been known
 (B) No substitution required
 (C) was not yet known
 (D) is not yet known
Q.165. Choose the correct meaning of the Idiom.
 Leave in a lurch
 (A) Leave for one’s own work
 (B) Take advantage of someone

The 25th Kolkata International Film Festival began with the screening of Satyajit Ray-directed 'Gupi 
Gayen, Bagha Bayen' film on 8th November.



88 MICA  JANUARY 2020

SSC CPO SI
 (C) Make a fool of someone
 (D) Leave someone in a helpless condition
Q.166. Select the antonym of the given word.
 ADVERSITY
 (A) casualty  (B) calamity
 (C) misfortune (D) prosperity
Q.167. Select the word, which means the same as the 

group of words given.
 A fortress typically one on high ground above a 

city
 (A) tower (B) citadel (C) palace (D) colossus
Q.168. Select the most appropriate meaning of the 

underlined idiom in the given sentence.
 Many people in our country like to feather their 

own nest from the money they raise for social 
work.

 (A) enrich oneself by dishonest means
 (B) achieve something and be proud of it
 (C) make one's family comfortable
 (D) provide comforts in one's house
Q.169. Select the synonym of the given word.
 FOREGO
 (A) forget  (B) give up 
 (C) ban  (D) go ahead
Q.170. Select the antonym of the given word.
 ENTHUSIASM
 (A) fervor  (B) nervousness
 (C) apathy  (D) zeal
Q.171. Select the antonym of the given word.
 VANITY
 (A) pride  (B) dignity 
 (C) humility  (D) timidity
Q.172. Select the most appropriate option to 

substitute the underlined segment in the given 
sentence. If there is no need to substitute it, 
select No substitution required.

 Every year our association is having a meeting to 
elect the officers.

 (A) No substitution required
 (B) are having a meeting
 (C) has a meeting
 (D) having a meeting

Q.173. Select the wrongly spelt word.
 (A) dissappoint (B) disappear
 (C) disallow  (D) discomfort
Q.174-178. In the following passage, some words have 

been deleted. Fill in the blanks with the help 
of the alternatives given. Select the most 
appropriate option for each number.

 What does the word scout mean? During a war a 
soldier is chosen to go (A) of an army in order to 
(B) out where the enemy is. He then (C) back to 
the commander all the (D) he has gathered about 
the (E). Such a soldier is known as a scout.

Q.174. Select the most appropriate option to fill in 
blank No. A.

 (A) behind (B) before (C) ahead (D) after
Q.175. Select the most appropriate option to fill in 

blank No. B.
 (A) call (B) bring (C) carry (D) find
Q.176. Select the most appropriate option to fill in 

blank No. C.
 (A) sends (B) tells (C) carries (D) reports
Q.177. Select the most appropriate option to fill in 

blank No. D.
 (A) information (B) news
 (C) messages (D) communications
Q.178. Select the most appropriate option to fill in 

blank No. E.
 (A) commanders (B) army
 (C) soldiers  (D) enemy
Q.179. Select the wrongly spelt word.
 (A) blister  (B) blossum
 (C) blind  (D) blemish
Q.180. Select the wrongly spelt word.
 (A) estimate  (B) essencial
 (C) esteem  (D) establish
Q.181. Identify the segment in the sentence, which 

contains the grammatical error.
 I thanked him for his advices.
 (A) him  (B) I thanked
 (C) advices  (D) for his
Q.182. Select the most appropriate option to 

substitute the underlined segment in the given 
sentence. If there is no need to substitute it, 
select No substitution required.

In Cricket, Indian skipper Virat Kohli and Jasprit Bumrah have maintained their top spots in the latest 
ICC ODI Player Rankings.
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 Thirteen miners were trapped inside a coal mine 
due to flooding from a nearby river yesterday.

 (A) were trapped into a coal mine
 (B) No substitution required
 (C) have been trapped inside a coal mine
 (D) trapped inside a coal mine
Q.183-187. Read the following passage and answer the 

questions given after it.
 Tutankhamun was an Egyptian pharaoh who was 

buried in a lavish tomb filled with gold artifacts in 
the Valley of the Kings. His tomb was discovered 
in 1922 by an archaeological team led by British 
Egyptologist Howard Carter.

 The tomb was mostly intact, an extraordinary 
find given that most of the tombs in the Valley of 
the Kings had been looted in ancient times. But 
while Tutankhamun's tomb was lavish, historical 
and archaeological evidence indicates that the 
young pharaoh was sickly and spent his short 
rule trying to undo a religious revolution that his 
father had started.

 Tutankhaten (as he was called at birth) was born 
around the year 1341 B.C. His father was the 
pharaoh Akhenaten, a revolutionary pharaoh 
who tried to focus Egypt's polytheistic religion 
around the worship of the sun disc, the Aten. 
In his fervor, Akhenaten ordered the names and 
images of other Egyptian deities to be destroyed 
or defaced.

 Tutankhamun ascended to the throne around 
1332 B.C., when he was about 9 years old. Given 
his young age he would have relied heavily on his 
advisers. At some point his name was changed 
to Tutankhamun, removing the word "aten" — a 
reminder of his father's religious revolution from 
his name.

 Tutankhamun also condemned his father's actions 
in a stela (a stone with inscription) found at Karnak, 
saying that Akhenaten's religious revolution 
caused the gods to ignore Egypt. Part of the stela 
reads "the temples and the cities of the gods and 
the goddesses, starting from Elephantine as far as 
the Delta marshes ... were fallen into decay and 
their shrines were fallen into ruin, having become 
mere mounds overgrown with grass ... The gods 
were ignoring this land..."

 Archaeological evidence indicates that 
Tutankhamun suffered from ill health. A study 
of his remains published in 2010 found that he 

suffered from a variety of maladies, including 
malaria and Kohler disease (a rare bone disorder 
of the foot). A number of canes have been found 
in Tutankhamun's tomb, finds that support the idea 
that the pharaoh had difficulty walking at times.

 It's not known what killed Tutankhamun. There 
have been numerous hypotheses put forward 
over the years. It's been suggested that he died 
from an infection caused by a broken leg or from 
injuries suffered in a chariot accident.

 The boy king died in 1323 B.C. around the age 
of 18. His death was unexpected, and his tomb 
appears to have been finished quickly. Microbes 
found on the wall of the tomb indicate that the 
paint on the wall wasn't even dry when the tomb 
was sealed.

 Howard Carter's team discovered the tomb's 
entranceway on November 4, 1922, and on 
November 26 they got inside.

 While the treasures were incredible, the tomb 
was unusually small for a pharaoh's burial, 
containing only 110 square meters (1,184 square 
feet) of floor space. The tomb's small size may 
have been because the pharaoh died young and 
unexpectedly and there wasn't time to carve out 
a larger tomb.

Q.183. What is the main theme of the passage?
 (A) The tomb of Tutankhamun
 (B) The discovery of an incredible treasure
 (C) The life and death of the boy Pharaoh
 (D) The death of Tutankhamun and his burial
Q.184. The discovery of a number of canes in the 

tomb indicate that Tutankhamun:
 (A) suffered from an infection.
 (B) had difficulty in walking.
 (C) suffered from Malaria.
 (D) had fallen from a chariot.
Q.185. Tutankhamun's father was a revolutionary. 

What was his revolution?
 (A) He wanted the Egyptians to worship one 

God – Aten.
 (B) Egyptians were asked to have no religion 

and no god.
 (C) Images and names of all the Egyptian deities 

had to be destroyed.
 (D) He wanted his people to be polytheistic.

Aishwarya Singh Tomar bags India's 13th Olympic quota in shooting with a bronze medal at 14th 
Asian Championship in Doha.
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Q.186. Tutankhamun had a short rule. Most of his 

time was used in:
 (A) looking after the well-being of his people
 (B) erecting stelas at different places
 (C) fighting with his own diseases
 (D) trying to undo the religious revolution of his 

father
Q.187. Which statement is NOT TRUE, according to 

the passage?
 (A) Tutankhamun’s tomb was lavishly filled with 

gold artifacts.
 (B) The tomb was unusually small for a pharaoh's 

burial.
 (C) The tomb appears to have been finished quickly 

as the paint wasn't dry when it was sealed
 (D) Howard Carter's team discovered the tomb's 

entranceway on November 26, 1922.
Q.188. Select the word, which means the same as the 

group of words given.
 A medical specialist who administers drugs for 

relieving pain during surgery.
 (A) anesthetist (B) analgesic
 (C) nephrologist (D) dermatologist
Q.189. Select the most appropriate word to fill in the 

blank.
 The assistant in the library picked up the books 

from the tables and put ______ back on the 
shelves.

  (A) they (B) its (C) them (D) it
Q.190. Select the synonym of the given word.
 MASSIVE
 (A) thick (B) strong (C) solid (D) huge
Q.191. Select the most appropriate word to fill in the 

blank.
 I looked at my damaged car and __________. 

How much it would cost to repair it.
 (A) wondering (B) wondered
 (C) wonder  (D) wonders
Q.192. Select the most appropriate meaning of the 

underlined idiom in the given sentence.
 After getting the news of his promotion, he was 

in high spirits.
 (A) joyful (B) drunk (C) mad (D) hopeful

Q.193. Select the most appropriate meaning of the 
underlined idiom in the given sentence.

 Don't take it seriously. He was simply pulling 
your leg.

 (A) playing a joke with someone .
 (B) scolding someone for nothing
 (C) trying to comfort someone .
 (D) speaking in a harsh tone
Q.194. Select the most appropriate word to fill in the 

blank.
 You will not be allowed in the Film Festival____ 

you do not have a photo ID card.
 (A) in case (B) unless (C) but (D) whether
Q.195. Select the most appropriate option to 

substitute the underlined segment in the given 
sentence. If there is no need to substitute it, 
select No substitution required.

 Everybody wants to be winning a prize in the 
arts competition.

 (A) want winning 
 (B) wants to have won
 (C) wants to won
 (D) No substitution required
Q.196. Identify the segment in the sentence, which 

contains the grammatical error.
 Why she was angry with her son?
 (A) she was  (B) angry with
 (C) her son  (D) Why
Q.197. Select the antonym of the given word.
 HOLLOW
 (A) vacant  (B) narrow
 (C) shallow  (D solid
Q.198. Select the synonym of the given word.
 HARASS
 (A) refuse (B) bother (C) help (D) care
Q.199. Select the most appropriate word to fill in the 

blank.
 You have travelled a long way. You ___ be tired
 (A) should (B) could (C) must (D) can
Q.200. Select the antonym of the given word.
 LIVELY
 (A) sharp (B) bubbly (C) active (D) sluggish

The 77th annual Golden Globe Awards will be held on January 5, 2020. The ceremony will be hosted 
by Ricky Gervais.
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Q.1.(B) 14 x 2 + 5 = 33
 8 x 3 + 1 = 25
 5 x 2 + 5 = 15
 9 x 2 + 5 = 23
Q.2.(B) 

Q.3.(C) Except (C), all others are worker
Q.4.(C) B (+2) Y(-2) W (-2) D (+2) :  D W U F
Q.5.(A)  
Q.6.(D)
Q.7.(B) 4 + 8 x 12 ÷ 6 - 4 = 8
 4 ÷ 8 x 12 + 6 – 4 = 8
 6 + 6 – 4 = 8
 8 = 8
Q.8.(A) 102 = 100 – 1 = 99
 52 = 25 + 1 = 26
 42 = 16 + 1 = 17
 92 = 81 + 1 = 82
Q.9.(A) 

Q.10.(A) 

Q.11.(B)  Q.12.(D) Q.13.(B)
Q.14.(B) (15, 21, 27) = +6, +6
 (20, 28, 36) = +8, +8
Q.15.(D) +2, OPP, -2, OPP
Q.16.(B) 8 + 1 = 9 = 92 = 81
 10 + 1 = 11 = 112 = 121

Q.17.(B) 3, 5, 7, 8, 15, ?, 31, 26
 I. (3 x 2 + 1) = 7, (7 x 2 + 1) = 15, (15 x 2 + 1) 

= 31, 
 II.( 5 x 2 - 2) = 8, (8 x 2 - 2) = 14, (14 x 2 - 2) = 

26,
Q.18.(C) P (+2) R, Y (-4) U
 C (+2) E, L (-4) H
 M (+2) O, K (-3) H
 T (+2) V, R (-4) N
Q.19.(A) 

Q.20.(B)  Q.21.(D) Q.22.(D) 
Q.23.(A) 
Q.24.(D) 

Q.25.(A) B (C) D (EF) G (HIJ) K (LMNO) P
 Z (Y) X (WV) U (TSR) Q (PONM) L
 D (E) F (GH) I (JKL) M (NOPQ) R
Q.26.(B) 

 1002 – 602 = √6400 = 80

Justice Muhammad Raffiq took oath as Chief Justice of Meghalaya High Court.
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Q.51.(A) Olfactory receptors (ORs), also known as 
odorant receptors, are expressed in the cell 
membranes of olfactory receptor neurons and 
are responsible for the detection of odorants 
(i.e., compounds that have an odour) which give 
rise to the sense of smell.

Q.52.(B) Lakshadweep means "one hundred thousand 
islands" in Sanskrit and Malayalam. The islands 
form the smallest Union Territory of India and 
their total surface area is just 32 km2 (12 sq mi).

Q.53.(D) Queen Naikidevi is remembered as the woman 
who defeated Muhammad Ghori in 1178 CE.

Q.54.(D) Rauf is a folk dance form which is mainly 
practised by the womenfolk of the Kashmir 
valley. There are several folk dance forms which 
have particularly originated and flourished in the 
state of Jammu and Kashmir.

Q.55.(D) The programme is meant to provide for the 
welfare of areas and people affected by mining-
related operations, using the funds generated by 
District Mineral Foundations (DMFs)

Q.56.(B) Anurag Thakur, Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leader and party's chief whip in the Lok Sabha, 
was on Saturday bestowed with Sansad Ratna 
Award for distinguished performance as a 
parliamentarian.

Q.57.(D) A study by Gitanjali Katlam and Soumya Prasad 
from School of Life Sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU); Mohit Agarwal from Asian 
Adventures and Raman Kumar from Nature 
Science Initiative, examined the relationship 
between animal type and behaviour vis-à-vis the 
risk of plastic ingestion.

Q.58.(C) In January 2019, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated and laid the foundation 
stone for several developments 8 projects at 
Silvassa in Dadra and Nagar Haveli such as 
-Door to door waste collection, segregation and 
processing of solid waste in Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli digitally, New IT policy for Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli,A medical college in Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli.

SSC CPO SI SOLVED PAPER 2019/GENERAL AWARENESS

Q.27.(B) Weeping is a activity, others are expression.
Q.28.(A)
Q.29.(C) CAB = 3 + 1 + 2 = 6 x 2 = 12
 FED = 6 + 5 + 4 = 15 x 2 = 30
 HIDE = 8 + 9 + 4 + 5 = 26 x 2 = 52
Q.30.(D) +3, +6, +3, +6, +3
Q.31.(A) 78 = 7 + 8 = 15
 18 = 1 + 8 = 9
 34 = 3 + 4 = 7
 56 = 5 + 6 = 11
Q.32.(A)  5 x 3 = 15, 5 x 5 = 25
 8 x 3 = 24, 8 x 5 = 40
Q.33.(C) 

Q.34.(C) 5 : 9 = 22 + 1 : 23 + 1
 17 : 65 = 42 + 1 : 43 + 1
Q.35.(D) 5     2      4
 5     1      6
Q.36.(D) 6 x 3 = 18

 8 x 4 = 32
 12 x 6 = 72
Q.37.(B)
Q.38.(A)  because letter L is not a vowel in option (A).
Q.39.(D) (7, 13, 20) = 7 + 13 = 20
 (7, 10, 17) = 7 + 10 = 17 
Q.40.(C) 8 ÷ 2 - 6 x 4 + 3 = 13
 6 x 2 - 8 ÷ 4 + 3 = 13
 12 – 2 + 3 = 13
 13 = 13
Q.41.(C) 6 x 3 - 8 ÷ 2 + 5 = 8 ÷ 2 + 3 × 5 -6 
 5 x 3 – 8 ÷ 2 + 6 = 8 ÷ 2 + 3 x 6 – 5
 15 – 4 + 6 = 4 + 18 – 5
 17 = 17
Q.42.(B)  M, N, O, L, Q, J, ?, H
 I. M(+2), O (+2), Q (+2), S 
 II. N (-2), L(-2), J, (-2), H
Q.43.(A)  Q.44.(A) Q.45.(D)
Q.46.(A)
Q.47.(A) +1, -1, +1, -1, -------
Q.48.(C)  Q.49.(C) Q.50.(D)

Nita Ambani elected to the Board of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, the First Indian Trustee in the 
museum's 150-year history.
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Q.59.(D) Tsokum is the week-long harvest festival of the 
tribe, celebrated in October. The festival includes 
dancing, singing, cleaning, repair of the roads, 
and outdoor cooking and eating. In this festival, 
the people invoke god's blessing for a bountiful 
harvest. The festival is mainly celebrated by the 
Khiamniungan tribe with great fun and gaiety. 
Khiamniungan is one of the major Naga tribes, 
mainly found in the Noklak district of Nagaland.

Q.60.(C) During broad daylight, the sky is blue due 
to Rayleigh scattering, while near sunset, 
and especially during twilight, absorption of 
irradiation by ozone helps maintain blue colour 
in the evening sky.

Q.61.(D) Export-Import Bank of India is a financial 
institution in India, established in 1982 under 
Export-Import Bank of India Act 1981. Since 
its inception, Exim Bank of India has been both 
a catalyst and a key player in the promotion of 
cross border trade and investment.

Q.62.(D) Chennai Spartans produced a scintillating 
performance to cruise to a 3-0 victory against 
Calicut Heroes and claim the Pro Volleyball 
League (PVL) title.

Q.63.(A) Maharana Pratap Sagar, in India, also known as 
Pong Reservoir or Pong Dam Lake was created 
in 1975, by building the highest earth-fill dam 
in India on the Beas River in the wetland zone 
of the Siwalik Hills of the Kangra district of the 
state of Himachal Pradesh.  

Q.64.(B) In the 17th century, the word spectrum was 
introduced into optics by Isaac Newton, 
referring to the range of colours observed when 
white light was dispersed through a prism.

Q.65.(C) Article 217 deals with the appointment of judges 
and state that every judge of the high court shall 
be appointed by the President by warrant under 
his hand and seal after consultation with the 
Chief Justice of India, the Governor of the state.

Q.66.(A) Apiculture is the technique of scientific rearing 
of honey bees in a specially designed wooden 
box and without damaging the comb foundation 
extract honey and wax from their artificial hives.

Q.67.(A) Esow Alben created history on August 16, 2018, 
by winning India's first junior cycling World Cup 
silver medal in the men's keirin event of the UCI 
Junior Track Cycling World Championships 
held in Aigle, Switzerland

Q.68.(D) Surface tension is responsible for the shape 
of liquid droplets. Although easily deformed, 

droplets of water tend to be pulled into a 
spherical shape by the cohesive forces of the 
surface layer. In the absence of other forces, 
including gravity, drops of virtually all liquids 
would be approximately spherical.

Q.69.(B) The One Hundred and Third Amendment of 
the Constitution of India, officially known 
as the Constitution (One Hundred and Third 
Amendment) Act, 2019, introduces 10% 
reservation for economically weaker sections of 
society for admission to Central Government-
run educational institutions and private 
educational institutions (except for minority 
educational institutions), and for employment in 
Central Government jobs.

Q.70.(D) Joshna Chinappa and Mahesh Mangaonkar 
bagged the women's and men's singles 
titles respectively at the National Squash 
Championships in New Delhi.

Q.71.(B) Bangladesh does not share its border with which 
Indian state Manipur. Indian states that share 
their border with Bangladesh are: - West Bengal, 
Tripura, Assam, Meghalaya and Mizoram.

Q.72.(A) National Museum of Indian Cinema set to be 
inaugurated by PM on 19th January. Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 
National Museum of Indian Cinema (NMIC) in 
Mumbai.

Q.73.(B) The Battle of Chausa was a notable military 
engagement between the Mughal emperor, 
Humayun, and the Afghan, Sher Shah Suri. It 
was fought on 26 June 1539 at Chausa, 10 miles 
southwest of Buxar in modern-day Bihar, India. 
Sher Shah was victorious and crowned himself 
Farid al-Dīn Shēr Shah.

Q.74.(B) Indian climber Satyarup Siddhanta became the 
youngest mountaineer in the world to complete 
both the Seven Summits and the Seven Volcanic 
Summits at the age of 35 years 262 days when 
he scaled Mt. Sidley (4285m) in Antarctica 
on 16th January 2019, surpassing Australian 
mountaineer Daniel Bull who had previously 
made this record at the age of 36 years 157 days.

Q.75.(A) Fairtrade regulator CCI on Friday said it has 
approved a deal wherein Samara Capital-backed 
Witzig Advisory Services and Amazon will 
acquire Aditya Birla Retail Ltd, which operates 
supermarket store chain 'More'.

Q.76.(A) Automotive Research Association of India 
(ARAI), established in 1966, is the leading 

Unilever named non-executive director Nils Andersen as its new chairman.
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automotive R&D organization of the country 
set up by the Automotive Industry with the 
Government of India. ARAI is an autonomous 
body affiliated to the Ministry of Heavy Industries 
and Public Enterprises, Government of India.

Q.77.(C) On 30 May 2019, Harsh Vardhan was sworn in 
as a cabinet minister in Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's second term government. He is put in 
charge of the Minister of Health and Family 
Welfare, Minister of Science and Technology 
and Minister of Earth Sciences.

Q.78.(B) Virology is the study of viruses, Bacteriology 
is the study of bacteria; Mycology is the study 
of fungi; Protozoology is the study of protozoa, 
and Parasitology is the study of helminthes and 
other parasites.

Q.79.(C) The Hindu Prize 2018 for Fiction was awarded 
to Neelum Saran Gour the English author of 
Requiem in Raga Janki' during The Hindu Lit for 
Life 2019. Neelum Saran Gour (born 12 October 
1955) is a well-known Indian English writer 
of fiction who represents a special category of 
fiction that arose in the early 1990s and depicted 
the world of North India's small towns and their 
vibrant cultural histories.

Q.80.(C) The SI unit of audio frequency is the hertz (Hz). 
It is the property of sound that most determines 
the pitch. The generally accepted standard 
range of audible frequencies for humans is 20 
to 20,000 Hz, although the range of frequencies 
individuals hear is greatly influenced by 
environmental factors.

Q.81.(B) Microsoft India has launched a new e-commerce 
platform re-weave.in for handloom weavers 
under its Project ReWeave, part of its 
philanthropic initiatives.This e-commerce 
platform will help connect artisans to buyers 
directly, enabling them to expand to newer 
customers and markets.The new e-commerce 
website hosts signature collections created by 
weaver communities and showcases traditional 
designs and products created from natural dyes. 
This e-marketplace will help sell to a broad set 
of customers, helping weavers to increase their 
income and earn a sustainable livelihood, while 
also reviving forgotten Indian art.

Q.82.(A) Bengaluru is the world’s most dynamic city 
among 131 major established and emerging 
business hubs globally, according to the sixth 
City Momentum Index published by JLL today. 

Closely following Bengaluru is Hyderabad that 
is ranked second with Delhi (4th), Pune (5th), 
and Chennai (7th) featuring in top 10 cities. At 
15th position, Kolkata was the sixth Indian city 
ranked amongst the top 20.

Q.83.(D) Dadra and Nagar Haveli, a union territory of 
India, located in the western part of the country 
and situated between the states of Gujarat to the 
north and Maharashtra to the south.

Q.84.(A) Six Nobel Prizes are awarded each year, one 
in each of the following categories: literature, 
physics, chemistry, peace, economics, and 
physiology & medicine.

Q.85.(A) The government approved a capital infusion of 
Rs 6,000 crore in state-owned Exim Bank to 
expand its business. Exim Bank of India (Exim 
Bank) was established in 1982 under an Act of 
Parliament as the apex financial institution for 
financing, facilitating and promoting India's 
international trade.

Q.86.(C) Chhau dance, also spelt as Chau or Chhaau, is a 
semi-classical Indian dance with martial, tribal 
and folk traditions, with origins in eastern India.

Q.87.(D) India's ace sprinter Hima Das, who became 
the first Indian woman to win gold in track 
400 m event at IAAF World U-20 Athletics 
Championships in France, was appointed as 
Sports Ambassador of Assam by the state Chief 
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal

Q.88.(A) The Origin of Species, published on 24 
November 1859, is a work of scientific literature 
by Charles Darwin which is considered to be the 
foundation of evolutionary biology.

Q.89.(A) Treaty of Sagauli, (March 4, 1816), an agreement 
between the Gurkha chiefs of Nepal and the 
British Indian government that ended the Anglo-
Nepalese (Gurkha) War (1814–16).

Q.90.(A) Dachigam National Park is located 22 kilometres 
from Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir. It covers an 
area of 500 km². The name of the park literally 
stands for "ten villages" which could be in 
memory of the ten villages that were relocated 
for its formation.

Q.91.(D) The Department of Science and Technology 
(DST) along with Doordarshan, Prasar Bharati 
today announced the launch of two science 
communication initiatives, DD Science and 
India Science. While DD Science is a one-hour 
slot on Doordarshan National channel, which 
will be telecast Monday to Saturday from 5 

Prakash Javadekar took charge as the Minister of Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises.
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Q.101.(A) l = 5×4=20
 b = 4
 h = 4
 Total Surface Area = 2(l×b + b×h + h×l)

 

( )2 4 4 20 4 4 20

8 44

352

= × + × + ×
= ×
=

Q.102.(A) ( )( )
( )

( )

3 3 2 2

2 2

2

208 4 2

52

a b a b a b ab

a b ab ab

a b ab

− = − + +

= + + −

+ − =

Q.103.(D) 108
100

360
30%

= ×

=

Q.104.(B) 36
100

72
50%

= ×

=

Q.105.(D) Total expenditure on steel, cement and bricks 
=36+72+54 = 162

 Total expenditure on labor and miscellaneous 
expenses = 108+90 =198

 Ratio = 162 : 198

 = 9 : 11

Q.106.(A) SP  CP

 9471  
9471

100 7700
123

= × =

 

 9471  
9471

100 12300
77

= × =
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pm to 6 pm, India Science is an internet-based 
science channel, which is available on any 
internet-enabled device, and will offer live, 
scheduled play and video-on-demand services.

Q.92.(B) The Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India (TRAI) is a statutory body set up by 
the Government of India under section 3 
of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India Act, 1997. It is the regulator of the 
telecommunications sector in India.

Q.93.(D) Robert Harding Whittaker (December 27, 
1920 – October 20, 1980) was a distinguished 
American plant ecologist, active in the 1950s to 
the 1970s. He was the first to propose the five-
kingdom taxonomic classification of the world's 
biota into the Animalia, Plantae, Fungi, Protista, 
and Monera in 1969.

Q.94.(C) Eminent Indian scientist, Chintamani Nagesa 
Ramachandra Rao, popularly known as CNR 
Rao, was on January 18, 2019, chosen for 
the first Sheikh Saud International Prize for 
Materials Research by the Centre for Advanced 
Materials of the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

Q.95.(B) Biofuels are being considered an alternative to 
reduce the country's crude oil imports worth 7 
lakh crore. It can also be a potential weapon to 
fight increasing pollution.

Q.96.(B) Dayanand Saraswati was born on February 12, 
1824, in Tankara, Gujarat as Mool Shankar to 
Karshanji Lalji Tiwari and Yashodabai. His 
affluent and influential Brahmin family was an 
ardent follower of Lord Shiva.

Q.97.(C) Kirit Solanki is not a recipient of the Sansad 
Ratna Award. Sansad Ratna Award ("Gem of 
Parliament") is a private award established 
in 2010 by the Prime Point Foundation 
and e-magazine PreSense to honour "top-
performing" Members of the Indian Lok Sabha, 
based on the suggestions given by A. P. J. Abdul 
Kalam, Former President of India.

Q.98.(B) Lord Hardinge was the Governor-General of 
India during the First Anglo-Sikh War.

Q.99.(A) The Swadeshi movement started with the 
partition of Bengal by the Viceroy of India, 
Lord Curzon in 1905 and continued up to 1911. 
It was the most successful of the pre-Gandhian 
movement. Its chief architects were Aurobindo 
Ghosh, Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin 
Chandra Pal and Lala Lajpat Rai.

Q.100.(D) In January 2019, the Union Ministry of Finance 
started a 'Know Your Budget' series on its 
Twitter handle to educate the general public 
about the budgetary process.

Uttar Pradesh government has launched a dedicated web portal and a mobile application, e-Ganna 
App, for sugarcane farmers of the state.
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 %L 20000 18942
100

20000

−
= ×

 

1058

200
=

 = 5.29%
Q.107.(B) Given Triangle is Right angle Triangle.

 
Q.108.(B) ( )

( )
tan cot 45 2

tan tan 90 45 2

3 45

15

o

o o

o

o

x x

x x

x

x

= +

= − −

=
=

Q.109.(D) 

( )
3 3

2 2

675 675 675 325 325 325

67.5 67.5 32.5 32.5 67.5 32.5
675 325

1/100 675 325 675 325

675 325

1/100
100000

× × + × ×=
× + × − ×

+=
+ − ×

+=

=

Q.110.(C) Rate r for first half = 5%
 Rate r for second half = 5%
 Rate r for last three months = 2.5%
 Þ 5+5 +0.25
 =  10.25
 Þ 10.25 + 2.5 + 0.1025 × 2.5
 = 12.75 + 0.25625
 = 13.0%

Q.111.(A) Mean proportional = 10.8 4.8 7.2× =
 Third proportional =

 
2 4

4
8
x

x

=

=
 Sum = 7.2+8
 =15.2

Q.112.(B) 

	 ∠OAB 
180 140

2

o o−=

	 ∠OAB= 20o

Q.113.(A) 3 1 1 1 3
9 2 4 2

4 6 3 2 4

39 13 13 5 3

4 6 3 2 4

39 13 13 13

4 6 3 4

39 13 13

4 6 12

39 13

4 4
3

   = ÷ + − +      
   = ÷ + − +      
  = ÷ + −    
 = ÷ +  

= ÷

=
Q.114.(C) =1354.24
Q.115.(A) LCM = 2×2×2×3×3×5 = 360
 360 × 2 = 720+8 = 728
 728 ÷ 13 = 56
 Correct number is 728
 Sum of these digits is 17
Q.116.(A) Number should be divisible by 11 and 8.

x= 9, y= 2
 x+2y = 13

Q.117.(A) ( )4 5 6 12

4
45

+ + ×
=

=
Q.118.(A) = 125 – 15
 = 110
Q.119.(D) 6 3

18

9 2

5 3 3 18

6 1 7

= × + =
= + =

A

B

w

t

India Tourism Development Corporation (ITDC) has appointed G Kamala Vardhana Rao as the new 
Chairman and Managing Director.
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Q.120.(C) Ratio of area of similar Triangles = Square of the 
corresponding sides

 

9

4
12 3

2
8

AC

PR

PR
PR

=

=

=

Q.121.(B) 
15

100
100 15
15

100
85
300

%
17

= ×
−

= ×

=

Q.122.(D) 7 45 6 52 11 16 16 48

315 312 3 27 768

627 3 27 768

3 168

56

x x x

x

x

x

x

× + × + − + + − = ×
+ + − =
+ − =

=
=

 15th number = 56
 16th number = 40
 Average = 96/2 = 48
Q.123.(A) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )( )( )

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )( )( )
( ) ( ) ( )

3 3 3

3 3 3

5 6 7 3 5 6 7

5 6 7 3 5 6 7 0

5 6 7 0

3 18

6

x x x x x x

x x x x x x

x x x

x

x

− + − + − = − − −
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− + − + − =
=

=

Q.124.(A) 6 4
460

5 3
736

= × ×

=

Q.125.(B) 50
90

2
65

o

o

= −

=

Q.126.(C)

Colleges Total B G Difference % 
Difference

A 900 400 500 100 11.11
B 1100 600 500 100 9.09
C 1350 650 700 50 3.70
D 1050 600 450 150 14.29
E 1400 750 650 100 7.14

 =D

Q.127.(A) 500 500 700 450 650

5
2800

5
560

+ + + +=

=

=

 
500 500 700 450 650

5
2800

5
560

+ + + +=

=

=
Q.128.(C) = 400 + 600 + 650 + 600 + 750 : 500 + 500 + 

700 + 450 + 650
 = 3000 : 2800
 = 15 : 14
Q.129.(C) 

Q.130.(C) 

 3

3

4
6

3
4

2
3
216

8
27

n

n

n

π

π

× ×
=

× ×

=

=
Q.131.(A) HCF of 5x and 6x = x
 x = 16
 sum of the numbers = 16×9
 = 144
Q.132.(B) S1 : S2 = 60 : 80 = 3 : 4
 T1 : T2 = 4 : 3

 

1 2

2 1

1

2

: 60 :80

: 4:3

1 8
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24

32 15
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T

T

T

T

=
=

→
=
=
= −
=

Jindal Steel & Power Ltd (JSPL) has been honoured with the Women Achievers Award by the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry of India (ASSOCHAM) for best women empowerment initiatives.
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Q.133.(A)
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Q.134.(D) Length of the second diagonal

 ( )222 5 8 / 2 2 9 6= × − = × = cm

 Area = 1
8 6 24

2
× × = cm2

Q.135.(D)
 140 100
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400

14
4

28 %
7
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=
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Q.136.(D) : : 55 : 65 : 75

: : 11:13:15

A B C

A B C

=
= 

A’s 20% share = 17550
 Remaining = 70200
 A’s share =

 

( ) 11
70200

39
11

70200
39

19800

= ×

= ×

=

 A’s total share = 19800+17550 = 37350

Q.137.(C) 20 10
20 10

100
28,
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=
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=

Q.138.(A) 22500
150 150
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=
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=

Q.139.(C) 
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Q.140.(D) 4 3 4 3 1
4 7
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3
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Q.141.(C) 
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A food ATM, named Trupti, was opened up in Odisha's Sambalpur with an objective to provide food 
free of cost to the underprivileged people.
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Q.142.(C) 24 8 10 6 16

2 4
40

m

m

× × × ×=

=

Q.143.(D) 6 6

9 36 4

12 3

36×35

7 100
1.8

A

B

C −

=
×

= = 1.8 hrs.

Q.144.(C) ( ) 24 20
15000 3344

100 100
360000 24 20 334400
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x x

x x

x

x

− × + × =

− + =
=
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Q.145.(A) 
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5
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Q.146.(D) 30 24 27
2
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Q.147.(D) ( )100% 14 32 10 %

100% 56%

44%

= − + +
= −
=

Q.148.(D) Median = 
2

th
n 

  
term

 = 
80

2

 = 40th term

Class f CF

100-105 11 11

105-110 14 25

110-115 17 42

115-120 15 57

120-125 13 70

125-130 10 80

n=80

 40th term lie in that class whose cumulative 
frequency is 42.

Q.149.(A) Students have height in the interval of 105-110 = 14
Total students = 80

 %
14

100 17.5%
80

= × =

Q.150.(B) Mean height = 
( )fx

n

∑

 

( )

9175

80
114.7

fx

n

∑

=

=

Class f CF x (fx)

100-105 11 11 102.5 1127.5

105-110 14 25 107.5 1505

110-115 17 42 112.5 1912.5

115-120 15 57 117.5 1762.5

120-125 13 70 122.5 1592.5

125-130 10 80 127.5 1275

n=80 fx=114.7

Moody's Investors Service cut India's economic growth forecast for current year to 5.6% from 5.8% 
estimated earlier.
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Q.151.(A) AMPLIFY (v): make (something) more marked 

or intense.
 For other options:
 Electrify (v): charge with electricity; pass an 

electric current through
Q.152.(A) ‘anybody’ is a singular pronoun and ‘explore’ is 

not followed by ‘into’.
Q.153.(C) Ins out outs- everything.
Q.154.(B) For other options:
 Compere (n): a person who introduces the 

performers or contestants in a variety show. 
Conservator (n): a person responsible for the 
repair and preservation of things of cultural or 
environmental interest, such as buildings or 
works of art.

Q.155.(C) For other options:
 Restful (Adj.)- having a quiet and soothing quality. 

Occupy (v)- fill or take up (a space or time).
Q.156.(B) Whose should be used to express of whom or of 

which (used to indicate that the following noun 
belongs to or is associated with the person or 
thing mentioned in the previous clause).

Q.157.(C) Equip is followed by ‘with’.
Q.158.(A) Courageous is the correct word which means not 

deterred by danger or pain; brave.
Q.159.(B) For other options:
 Menagerie (n): a collection of wild animals kept 

in captivity for exhibition.
 Aquarium (n): a transparent tank of water in 

which live fish and other water creatures and 
plants are kept.

 Apiary (n): a place where bees are kept; a 
collection of beehives.

Q.160.(C) For other options:
 Carnivore (n): an animal that feeds on other 

animals.
 Tribal (n): of or characteristic of a tribe or tribes.
 Scavenger (n): an animal that feeds on carrion, 

dead plant material, or refuses.
Q.161.(C) Gobble (v): eat (something) hurriedly and 

noisily.
 For other options:

 Gloomy (Adj.): dark or poorly lit, especially so 
as to appear depressing or frightening.

 Gloss (Adj.)- shine or lustre on a smooth surface.
 Glutton (Adj.)- an excessively greedy eater.
Q.162.(C) ‘In my point of view’ will be correct.
Q.163.(D) ‘Hardly’ does not take negative words, so it 

should be ‘hardly any’.
Q.164.(D) The sentence is to be expressed in Present 

Passive form so it can be ‘has not been known’ 
or ‘is not known’.

Q.165.(D)
Q.166.(D) Adversity (n): a difficult or unpleasant situation.
 For other options:
 Calamity (n): an event causing great and often 

sudden damage or distress; a disaster.
Q.167.(B) For other options:
 Colossus (n): a statue that is much bigger than 

life size.
Q.168.(A)
Q.169.(B) For other options:
 Ban (v): officially or legally prohibit (something).
Q.170.(C) Enthusiasm (n): intense and eager enjoyment, 

interest, or approval.
 Apathy (n): lack of interest, enthusiasm, or 

concern.
 For other options:
 Fervor (n): intense and passionate feeling.
Q.171.(C) Vanity (n): excessive pride in or admiration of 

one's own appearance or achievements.
 Humility (n): the quality of having a modest or 

low view of one's importance.
 For other option:
 Dignity (n) : the state or quality of being worthy 

of honour or respect.
 Timidity (n): lack of courage or confidence.
Q.172.(C) ‘Have’ in the sense of ‘possession’ is not used in 

V (ing) form.
Q.173.(A) Disappoint is the correct word.
Q.174.(C) Out of the given alternatives, only ‘ahead’ takes 

‘of’.

India spinner Ravichandran Ashwin became the third Indian bowler to pick 250 wickets in Tests at 
home during the first match against Bangladesh.



101

SOlVED PAPER 2019

JANUARY 2020  MICA

Q.175.(D) Find out means to discover.
Q.176.(D) Report (v): give a spoken or written account of 

something that one has observed, heard, done, 
or investigated.

Q.177.(A)
Q.178.(D)
Q.179.(B) Blossom is the correct word which means a 

flower or a mass of flowers, especially on a tree 
or bush.

 For other options:
 Blister (n): a small bubble on the skin filled with 

serum and caused by friction.
 Blemish (n): a small mark or flaw which spoils 

the appearance of something.
Q.180.(B) Essential is the correct word which means 

absolutely necessary; extremely important.
 For other options:
 Esteem (n): respect and admiration.
Q.181.(C) ‘Advice’ is something which can’t be counted, 

hence it should not be written in plural.
Q.182.(B) ‘were’ is correct according to the adverb of time 

‘yesterday’.
Q.183.(C) This answer can only be understood by reading 

the whole passage.
Q.184.(B) The answer lies in the sixth paragraph.
Q.185.(A) The answer is inferred from the third paragraph.
Q.186.(D) The answer is clearly given in the second 

paragraph.
Q.187.(D) The answer is given in the second last passage.

Q.188.(A) For other options:
 Analgesic (Adj.)- (of a drug) acting to relieve 

pain.
 Nephrologist is a physician who studies and 

deals the adult and pediatric study of the kidneys 
and its diseases.

 Dermatologist (n): a medical practitioner 
qualified to diagnose and treat skin disorders.

Q.189.(C) ‘Objective case’ of pronoun is required.
Q.190.(D)
Q.191.(B) As the sentence is given in the past indefinite 

tense, wondered is the correct option.
Q.192.(B)
Q.193.(A) Pull one’s leg means to play a joke with someone.
Q.194.(A)
Q.195.(B)
Q.196.(A) Wh. word + helping verb + subject + verb + 

object? Is the correct structure of interrogative 
sentence.

Q.197.(D) Hollow and vacant are synonyms.
 For other options:
 Narrow (Adj.)- of small width in relation to 

length.
 Shallow (Adj.) - of little depth.
Q.198.(B)
Q.199.(C)
Q.200.(D) Sluggish (Adj.)- slow-moving or inactive.
 Bubbly (Adj.)- full of cheerful high spirits.

Arsene Wenger has been named FIFA's Chief of global football development.
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Q.1-5. Read the following passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it.

 Delhi is once again in the grip of its annual, 
winter pollution crisis. The city’s tryst with air 
pollution crises isn’t new. The rising prominence 
of particulate matter (PM) from various sources 
has long been a public health scourge. What 
differentiates the prevalent PM crisis from earlier 
ones is the public’s ability to monitor pollution 
levels for themselves. The measurement of 
pollution, which used to be the domain of weather 
agencies or pollution control boards, can now 
be done with consumer appliances. However, 
increased public awareness and social media angst 
haven’t translated into meaningful public action. 

 The Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) in Delhi, 
which provides for a ratcheting slew of measures 
— from stopping construction work to halting 
private vehicles — isn’t effective when air quality 
reaches its nadir. It recommends action only after 
pollutants soar. A Task Force — which comprises 
top officials of Delhi and the Centre — advises the 
Environmental Pollution Control Authority, which 
is in charge of enforcing the GRAP. Rarely does it 
recommend tough pre-emptive action and when it 
does, there’s no real pressure on municipal bodies 
and police to ensure that polluters are punished.

 There is a sense of resignation among both the 
Centre and the Delhi government about tackling 
the pollution crisis. Meteorology and Delhi’s 
geography render the city vulnerable to a certain 
amount of winter pollution, particularly when 
wind speeds drop to less than 10 kmph. However, 
preventing local sources of pollution from 
worsening air quality will require both the State 
and the Centre to implement unpopular decisions. 

 This would include an outright ban on two 
wheelers, three wheelers and cars when air 
quality starts to deteriorate, a halt on construction, 
shutting down power plants in the vicinity of Delhi 
and a substantial spike in parking rates. And, of 
course, getting the farmers of Punjab and Haryana 
to not burn stubble at all. Even if this confluence of 
miracles were to occur, it wouldn’t guarantee blue 
skies on a windless day and, therefore, political 
brownie points. This makes it convenient for 
governments to engage in theatre such as having 
Minister’s bicycle to work and blaming farmers 
for burning rice chaff. 

 The Delhi government and the Centre routinely 
cite pollution figures averaged for the entire year 
to claim success of some piecemeal measure or the 
other but hide the lows of October and November. 
Tackling Delhi’s winter air requires tough steps 
that need to be in place at least a couple of months 
before the plummet. At the very least it requires 
a truly empowered, independent agency that can 
implement measures while negotiating the tricky 
relationship between the Centre and Delhi. Else, 
beyond the momentary outrage, the fight against 
pollution will remain on a prayer, and the wind.

Q.1.  Pick out the facts that are related to pollution in the 
context of the passage?

 (1) Police officials are determined to impose 
severe punishments on the polluters.

 (2)  The central government is not responsible for 
the pollution crisis.

 (3)  Abominated decisions should be implemented 
by The Centre and the State Government.

 (4)  Both (1) and (2)
 (5)  Both (2) and (3)
Q.2.  Which of the following can be the part of unpopular 

decisions, according to the passage?
 i. Prohibition on the commute of heavy vehicles.
 ii. Putting a lid on power plants. 
 iii. Drop in parking cost.
 (1) Only i (2) Only ii (3) Only iii
 (4) Both i and ii (5) Both ii and iii
Q.3.  Which of the following statements is/are TRUE in 

the context of the passage?
 (1)  To deal with pollution, certain steps should be 

taken years before the escalation 
 (2)  It is a shock for all that Delhi is in the grip of 

winter pollution
 (3) Prevention of global sources of pollution 

requires the involvement of both the Centre 
and State Government.

 (4)  Both (1) and (2)
 (5) None of the above.
Q.4.  Which of the following statements is/are NOT 

TRUE in the context of the passage?
 (A)  An independent agency is required to tackle 

the winter pollution.

Veteran actor Robert De Niro has been honoured with the SAG Life Achievement Award for career 
achievement and humanitarian accomplishment.
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 (B) Farmers of Haryana should be stopped from 
burning stalks.

 (C) The implementation of unpopular decisions 
guarantee clear skies.

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both B and C
Q.5.  According to the passage, the scientific study of 

the atmosphere suggests that-
 (A) The City is exposed to winter pollution when 

the wind speed drops.
 (B) The local sources of pollution worsen air 

quality further.
 (C) The action should be taken only after pollutants 

rise swiftly.
 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both B and C
Q.6-10. In each of the following questions, read each part 

of the sentence to find out if there is any error 
in it. The error, if any, will be in one part of the 
sentence. The number of that part is the answer. 
If there is no error, mark your answer as (5).

Q.6. The Banks absorbs the excess capital from the 
economy (1)/stopping them from being circulated 
and use them in the (2)/right direction properly to 
increase the (3)/ productivity and the growth of the 
nation.(4)/ No error (5) 

 (1) 1           (2) 2  (3) 3          (4) 4          (5) 5
Q.7. A small competitive event is organized (1)/in the 

classroom by the class teacher to entertain (2)/
students as well as improve their (3)/writing skills 
and knowledge about any topic. (4)/ No error (5)

 (1) 1           (2) 2  (3) 3          (4) 4          (5) 5
Q.8.  Whether you are rich or poor, (1)/ live in the 

developed world or the developing world,(2) life 
today is better and more easy than(3)/ it was a century 
ago by virtually any measure.(4)/ No error (5)

 (1) 1           (2) 2  (3) 3          (4) 4          (5) 5
Q.9.  During manufacturing and constructing (1)/ 

activity every bit of natural resources is (2)/ 
exploited to covert these into (3)/ goods that fulfil 
the needs of the countries (4)/ No error (5) 

 (1) 1           (2) 2  (3) 3          (4) 4          (5) 5
Q.10.  Other members of the defense bar would(1)/surely 

look closely if there clients were (2)/apprehended 
because of unverifiable tips and(3)/ assail the 
source, if they could locate it.(4)/ No error (5)

 (1) 1           (2) 2  (3) 3          (4) 4          (5) 5

Q.11-15. Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), 
(C), (D), (E) and (F) in the proper sequence to 
form a meaningful paragraph, then answer the 
questions given below –

 (A) brightest in the initial phase, but they faded 
when the

 (B) as with several such incidents in the past, the 
intensive operation 

 (C) the victim sank further into the borehole, 
partly buried under earth.

 (D) ended in spectacular failure. Hopes for two-
year-old were

 (E) in Tamil Nadu to rescue a child who slipped 
into an abandoned borewell, BEDAC

Q.11. Which of the following would be the FOURTH 
sentence after the rearrangement?

  (1) D          (2) C  (3) A         (4) E          (5) B
Q.12. Which of the following would be the SECOND 

sentence after the rearrangement?
 (1) D          (2) A  (3) E         (4) C          (5) B
Q.13.  Which of the following would be the FIFTH 

sentence after the rearrangement?
 (1) E          (2) A  (3) C         (4) B          (5) D
Q.14. Which of the following would be the THIRD 

sentence after the rearrangement?
 (1) B          (2) D  (3) C         (4) E          (5) A
Q.15.  Which of the following would be the FIRST 

sentence after the rearrangement?
 (1) C          (2) E  (3) A         (4) D          (5) B
Q.16-20. In the following passage, there are blanks each 

of which has been numbered. These numbers 
are given below the passage and against each 
five words have been suggested, one of which 
fits the blanks appropriately. Find out the 
appropriate word in each case.

 The siege of the Delhi police headquarters by its 
personnel on Tuesday and the (A) of courts on 
Wednesday constituted a spectacular breakdown 
of governance in the national capital. The police 
headquarters were being guarded by the CRPF 
on Wednesday, apparently from the ranks. The 
personnel were outraged over attacks on them by 
lawyers at two city courts on Saturday and Monday, 
and the (B) by the Delhi High Court that appeared 
to be shielding the lawyers while being harsh on 
the police. Overworked and often used as tools 
by political masters, police forces are far from 
professional in any part of India. The outburst of 

The next BRICS summit will be held in Russia in 2020.
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the constables in Delhi is also the result of their 
accumulated resentment against senior officers. 
Last year, a Delhi IPS officer slapped a constable for 
stopping his private vehicle that was on the wrong 
carriageway. Under the (C) of the Home Ministry, 
the Delhi police is often caught in the crossfire of 
many political battles, and junior personnel are 
often made the (D). Commanding respect from the 
lower ranks by creating an environment for them to 
act lawfully and without fear or favour is the (E) job 
of the leadership in any force. 

Q.16. Choose the correct option for (A).
 (1) Disruption (2) Discipline (3) Confession
 (4) Ordering (5) Amenity
Q.17.  Choose the correct option for (B).
  (1) Instigation  (2) Aggravation
 (3) Stimulation  (4) Intervention
 (5) Incitation
Q.18.  Choose the correct option for (C).
  (1) Inattention  (2) Purification
 (3) Supervision  (4) Corruption
 (5) Dereliction
Q.19.  Choose the correct option for (D).
  (1) Offenders (2) Scapegoats (3) Assassins
 (4) Perpetrators (5) Culprits
Q.20.  Choose the correct option for (E).
  (1) Marginal (2) Subservient (3) Paramount
 (4) Subordinate (5) Dominant
Q.21-25. Read the following passage carefully and 

answer the questions given below it.
 When information about the WhatsApp hack 

broke, news channels were falling over themselves 
to try and make sense of what it really meant. I 
found myself on TV, being vigorously cajoled 
by my fellow panellist to draw conclusions far 
bigger than the available facts seemed to warrant. 
The big question that everyone seemed to want 
an answer to was who exactly it was who had 
engaged NSO, the Israeli company at the centre 
of the controversy, to target a couple of dozen 
Indian lawyers, activists and journalists at whom 
the attack was aimed. Since NSO claims to only 
license its services to national governments, the 
unstated inference was that the Indian government 
was snooping on its own citizens.

 We may never find out who engaged NSO to target 
Indian civil society, but what the incident has done 
is to bring into sharp focus the urgent need of a 
framework for digital surveillance in India—one 
that states what can be done to maintain law and 
order and what cannot in the interests of protecting 
the civil liberties of innocent citizens.

 As it happens, the battleground on which this very 
issue has been fought over the past few months 
is WhatsApp itself. Messages on WhatsApp are 
encrypted from end-to-end, allowing users to 
communicate with each other over the platform 
without the fear that their conversations will 
be eavesdropped upon. As reassuring as this is 
for users, it has turned out to be a nightmare for 
law enforcement agencies that are displeased 
with the fact that such encryption prevents them 
from identifying the source of illegal content 
exchanged on WhatsApp’s network. For some 
time now, demands have been raised requesting 
WhatsApp to tweak its platform architecture to 
allow messages to be traced to their source if and 
when required. WhatsApp, for its part, has been 
resisting these requests, claiming that the creation 
of a backdoor, even if only for the limited purpose 
of lawful interception of communication, will be 
all that unlawful elements need to take advantage 
of the platform for nefarious purposes.

 From the available evidence, it seems that NSO’s 
spyware was unable to crack open WhatsApp’s 
end-to-end encryption. However, what this incident 
really demonstrates is the extent to which global 
communication platforms are under the attack of 
sophisticated hackers who are focused on finding 
ways to either access the information carried over 
the network, or use these platforms as vectors 
through which they can infect the devices of targeted 
individuals with spyware. End-to-end encryption 
only protects messages whilst in transit. If hackers 
can somehow install spyware on a phone, it will 
allow them to exploit the vulnerabilities of the device 
and read messages as well as everything else on the 
phone—contacts, photographs, and every other item 
of personal information stored on it.

 We need to recognize this incident for what it is—a 
clear warning of the technical capabilities of the 
adversaries we are up against. In today’s world, 
rather than weakening security even an iota, we need 
to ensure that our communication infrastructure 
is as robust as possible. I have no doubt that had 
WhatsApp capitulated to the demands of law 

Government has decided to withdraw the draft prepared for amendments to the Indian Forest Act, 
1927.
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enforcement and created a backdoor for agencies to 
access the relevant information, it would have been 
child’s play for an organization as sophisticated as 
NSO to use that opening to wreak far worse damage 
than was done this time.

Q.21.  What was the significant question for everyone, 
according to the passage?

 (1) Who are focused on finding ways of terrorism?
 (2) Who had engaged the Israeli company?
 (3) Who aimed the attack at activists?
 (4) Both (1) and (2)
 (5) Both (2) and (3)
Q.22.  Which of the following statements is/are related to 

Whatsapp hacking, according to the passage?   
 i.  The hacking incident targeted at the need of a 

framework for digital surveillance 
 ii.  Spyware installation is the method of hacking 

which exploits the quality of the device.
 iii.  Hackers can infect the devices of the 

individuals to a certain extent.
 (1) Only i (2) Only ii (3) Only iii
 (4) Both i and ii (5) All of the above
Q.23.  Which of the following statements is/are NOT 

TRUE in the context of the passage?
 (1) WhatsApp encryption prevents law agencies 

from identifying the source of illegal content.
 (2) WhatsApp did not succumb to the demands of 

law agencies and denied to create a backdoor.
 (3) WhatsApp was requested to twist its 

architecture to allow messages to be traced to 
their source.

 (4) Both (1) and (3)
 (5) None of the above.
Q.24. According to the passage, what was the author 

doing when the news came out?
 (1) The author was watching television.
 (2) The author was persuading his fellow panelist.
 (3) The author was drawing unnecessary 

conclusions.
 (4) Both (1) and (3)
 (5) Not mentioned in the passage
Q.25. According to the passage, we should recognize the 

hacking incident as-

 (A) A warning to ensure that our communication 
medium is robust

 (B) A warning to understand that the adversaries 
are capable

 (C) A warning to protect the liberties of innocent 
citizens 

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Only C
 (4) Both A and B (5) Both B and C
Q.26-30. In the question below, a sentence with four words 

in bold type is given. One of these four words 
may be either wrongly spelt or inappropriate in 
the context of the sentence. Find out the word 
which is wrongly spelt or inappropriate. If all 
the words given in bold are correctly spelt & 
appropriate in the context of the sentence, mark 
(5) "All correct" as your answer.

Q.26. The social media company has said in a 
developing blog post that there was no visible 
evidence of abuse of any member data that may 
have been retained by developers. All correct

  (1) Media (2) Developing (3) Evidence
 (4) Retained (5) All correct
Q.27.   Many such reasons may be sited for India’s social 

problems but the fact remains that we have these 
issues and only we can solve them. All correct

 (1) Reasons (2) Sited (3) Reasons
 (4) Issues (5) All correct
Q.28.  Starvation is a condition characterized by the 

deficiency in calorie energy intake and is a serious 
form of malnutrition which ultimately leads to 
death if not taken care of. All correct

 (1) Condition (2) Deficiency (3) Serious
 (4) Malnutrition (5) All correct
Q.29.  Abolition of child trafficking, elimination of 

poverty, free and compulsory educational, and 
basic standards of living can reduce the problem 
to a great extent.  All correct

  (1) Abolition  (2) Trafficking
 (3) Educational  (4) Reduce
 (5) All correct
Q.30.  The basic functions of all the banks are to deposit 

the savings of the customers through opening their 
Bank accounts and provide them loans. All correct

 (1) Basic (2) Deposit (3) Opening
 (4) Provide (5) All correct

Actress Rekha and late actress Sridevi has been honoured with the Akkineni Nageswara Rao (ANR) 
National Award for the years 2019 and 2018, respectively.
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Q.31. A man who can swim 48 m/minute in still water. He 

swims 200 m against the current and 200 m with the 
current. If the difference between those two times is 
10 minutes, what is the speed of the current?

 (1) 28 (2) 38 (3) 32
 (4) 36 (5) None of these
Q.32. How many different words can be formed using 

the letters of the EDUCATION such that the word 
always begins with the letter ‘A’ and ends with a 
consonant?

 (1) 22140 (2) 20140 (3) 22160
 (4) 20160 (5) None of these
Q.33. Sangram got 12.5% of marks in an examination 

and get failed by 80 marks and Aman in same 
examination got 37.5% of marks and get 40 marks 
more than passing marks then find the passing 
percentage.

 (1) 35% (2) 38% (3) 42%
 (4) 45% (5) None of these
Q.34. 24 litre of Glycerin is mixed with 72 litre Rose 

water. D litre of total mixture is taken out and 16 
litre Glycerin and 24 litre Rose water are added 
in the mixture. The final mixture contains 30% 
Glycerin, find the quantity of the mixture that is 
taken out.

 (1) 12 (2) 24 (3) 36
 (4) 8 (5) 16
Q.35. Two pipes A and B can fill a cistern in 24 minutes 

and 36 minutes respectively. If the pipe A is opened 
at 2 p.m , then after how much time (in minutes) 
should B be opened so that the cistern is full at 
2:20 p.m?

 (1) 10 (2) 12 (3) 15
 (4) 20 (5) 14
Q.36. A solid metallic cylinder of base radius 3 cm and 

height 5 cm is melted to form cones, each of height 
1 cm and base radius 1 mm. The number of cones 
is

 (1) 12500 (2) 11500 (3) 14500
 (4) 15500 (5) 13500
Q.37. Sangram started a business investing Rs. 120000. 

After six months Aman joined him with Rs. 
180000. After another six months Sandeep also 

joined them with Rs. 2.70 lakh. The profit earned 
at the end of 3 years when Sangram started the 
business should be distributed among Sangram, 
Aman and Sandeep in the ratio of.

 (1) 3:4:5 (2) 4:5:6 (3) 5:6:7
 (4) 6:7:8 (5) 7:8:9
Q.38-40. Read the bar chart carefully and answer the questions.
 This graph shows the Purchased items and the 

Sold items in different shops. (all the data are in 
multiple of 500)

Q.38. What is the total number of items which did not 
sold from all the shops?

 (1) 7000 (2) 6000 (3) 7500
 (4) 8000 (5) 8500
Q.39. What is the difference between the total number 

of purchased articles from shop A and D together 
and the total number of sold articles from the same 
shop together?

 (1) 500 (2)1000 (3)3000
 (4) 2000 (5) 4000
Q.40. If the numbers of the pen is 1250 more than the 

pencils which was purchased by shop D, find the 
ratio between the pens and pencils.

 (1) 7750 (2) 6759 (3) 4750
 (4) 6550 (5) Can’t be determined
Q.41-45. Find the missing term in the following number 

series-
Q.41. 3    7      23 71 ?     521
 (1) 188 (2) 210 (3) 180
 (4) 199 (5) 220
Q.42. 20      6        42        20        ?         42

Mumbai and Kolkata were ranked as the world's worst cities to drive in the 2019 Driving Cities 
Index by Mister Auto.
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 (1) 70 (2) 72 (3) 62
 (4) 78 (5) None of these
Q.43. 1420      1400         720           ?  75        -5
 (1) 280 (2) 260 (3) 220
 (4) 320 (5) 340
Q.44. 4     11         24 45         76         ?
 (1) 119 (2) 132 (3) 108
 (4) 232 (5) 106
Q.45. 1       6           ? 268        4304        137748
 (1) 42 (2) 40 (3) 36
 (4) 32 (5) 35
Q.46-50. What should come at place of question mark (?) in 

the following question?
Q.46. 38% of 6600 + 49% of 3560 =?
 (1) 4252.4 (2) 4818.2 (3) 4212.4
 (4) 3711.2 (5) None of these
Q.47. (729)1.5 × (81)2.5 ÷ (9)5 = (9)?

 (1) 5.5 (2) 4.5 (3) 6.5
 (4) 3.5 (5) None of these
Q.48. 16.67% of 4430 + 280% of 547 = 60% of ?
 (1) 3415.5 (2) 3088.5 (3) 3783.5
 (4) 2027.5 (5) None of these
Q.49. 33956.836 + 15443.517 - 29348.510+21045.03 =?
 (1) 42281.160 (2) 41951.726 (3) 41096.873
 (4) 41561.103 (5) None of these
Q.50. 75 × 9.5 (73 – 29) + 192 ÷ 16 ÷ 4- (19)2 =?
 (1) 32408 (2) 33020 (3) 30992
 (4) 32788 (5) None of these
Q.51. 39.5 % of 2200 + 84.5% of 5800 + 686.8 = 

(?)2-599.2
 (1) 85 (2) 81 (3) 82
 (4) 84 (5) None of these

Q.52. 3
471 %

7
of 144060 + ?% of 25920 = 1245000

 (1) 3540 (2) 1250 (3) 2183
 (4) 2450 (5) 1883

Q.53. 3 778688 1444 40 ?− = ×

 (1) 1.0 (2) 0.33 (3) 1.33
 (4) 0.67 (5) 1.35

Q.54. 23 28
147 169 19

8 7
+ − =?

 (1) 2
71

5
 (2) 

3
41

8
−  (3) 

5
160

8
−

 (4) 
3

140
8

−  (5) None of these

Q.55. 48×66+52.52-43.5×89.5=?
 (1) 2575.25 (2) 2031 (3) 2431
 (4) 2061 (5) None of these
Q.56-60. Find the value of variables and state the correct 

relationship-
 (1) x > y 
 (2) x > y
 (3) x < y
 (4) x < y
 (5) x=y or relationship can’t be established
Q.56. 10x+20y= 126
 xy= 17.64
Q.57. X2= 529
 Y3=-10648
Q.58. 12x+14y = 56
 24x+15y = 96
Q.59. 16x-12y= 104
 2xy=476
Q.60. 2x2-3x-90=0
 3y2-18y+15=0
Q.61-65. Read the following information carefully to 

answer the questions asked-
 Number of fruits (apples and mangoes) in 

thousands sold out from various methods in a 
year.

HDFC Bank became the third Indian company and first bank to cross `7 lakh crore in market value.



108

IBPS ClERK PRE

MICA  JANUARY 2020

Q.61. What is the difference between the total number of 
fruits sold out from A method and the total number 
of fruits sold out from E method?

 (1) 520000 (2) 625000 (3) 350000
 (4) 530000 (5) None of these
Q.62. The number of apple sold out from A method and 

B method together is what percent of the number 
of mangoes sold out from C method and D method 
together? (Approximate)

 (1) 102% (2) 104% (3) 99%
 (4) 78% (5) None of these
Q.63. The number of mangoes sold out from C method 

is approximately what percent the total number of 
mangoes sold out from all the method together? 

(Approximate)
 (1) 13% (2) 15% (3) 14%
 (4) 18% (5) 12%
Q.64. What is the average number of fruits (apples 

& mangoes) sold out from all the methods 
together?

 (1) 455000 (2) 111000 (3) 555000
 (4) 556000 (5) None of these
Q.65. What is the respective ratio of the total number 

of apples to the total number of mangoes sold out 
from all the method together?

 (1) 95:68 (2) 17:20 (3) 34:45
 (4) 45:34 (5) None of these

Q.66-70.  Study the given information carefully and answer 
the given questions.

 Twelve persons are sitting around three circular 
tables as one table is inside another. All of them 
are facing towards the center.

 W, X, Y and Z; four persons are sitting around the 
innermost circular table.

 M, N, P and O; four persons are sitting around the 
middle circular table.

 G, H, I and J; four persons are sitting around the 
outermost circular table.

 Note- The persons who are sitting on the outermost 
circular table are exactly behind the persons who 
are sitting on the middle circular table and the 
persons who are sitting on the middle circular table 
are exactly behind the persons who are sitting on 
the innermost circular table. 

 N sits between M and O. Neither P nor N sits in 
front of H and I. M sits exactly behind of W. G 
doesn’t sit immediate right of H. Neither H nor I 
sits behind of P. P is sitting second to the right of 
N. W sits immediate left of X. P sits in front of G. 
N sits behind of X. I sits behind of Z.

Q.66. Four of the following are alike in a certain way 
so form a group which of the following does not 
belong to the group?

 (1) G, J   (2) Z, W   (3) N, P   (4) O, M   (5) W, Y  
Q.67. Who among the following persons sits exactly 

between G and J?
 (1) None  (2) H   (3) I 
 (4) O  (5) Cannot be determined 

IbPS Clerk Pre/Reasoning Ability
Q.68. Who among the following persons is sitting in 

front of N?
 (1) Z        (2) W        (3) H        (4) X        (5) J 
Q.69. Who among the following persons is sitting in 

front of G?
 (1) O        (2) W        (3) P         (4) P/O     (5) I 
Q.70. Who among the following persons is sitting 

exactly behind Z?
 (1) P         (2) I        (3) M/O    (4) O        (5) N 
Q.71-75. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 Eight boxes G, H, I, J, K, L, M and N are arranged 

in the top to bottom. Each of them contains 
different colour Blue, Yellow, Red, Black, Purple, 
White, Pink and Brown, but not necessary in the 
same order.

 Only four boxes kept between G and H, which 
contains Black colour. Only two boxes kept 
between the box which contains Yellow and G. As 
many boxes kept between H and M as between H 
and K. M kept at one of the positions above to K 
and contains Red colour. The box which contains 
Brown colour kept between J and L. N is kept 
immediately below to J. Only one box kept between 
I and the box which contains Blue. The box which 
contains White colour kept immediately below to 
the box which contains Purple. G does not contain 
White colour.

Q.71. Which of the following box kept on top and 
contains which colour?

 (1) L - Yellow  (2) N - Blue  (3) H - Pink 
 (4) K - Black  (5) M - Red 

Croatian film producer Branko Lustig, who won the Academy Awards for Best Picture for Steven 
Spielberg's 'Schindler's List' and for Ridley Scott's 'Gladiator', passed away at the age of 87.
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Q.72. How many box kept between G and the box 
contains Pink colour?

 (1) None  (2) One  (3) Two 
 (4) Three  (5) Four 
Q.73. Which of the following box kept immediately 

above to I?
 (1) K  (2) L   (3) N 
 (4) H  (5) None of these 
Q.74. What is the position of N from the top?
 (1) First  (2) Second  (3) Third 
 (4) Fourth  (5) Fifth 
Q.75. Which box kept second from the bottom and 

contains which colour?
 (1) L - Yellow  (2) N - Blue  (3) H - Pink 
 (4) G - Purple  (5) M - Red 
Q.76-80. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below:
 Some people are sitting in a straight line facing 

towards south. 
 Only six people are sitting between M and K. Q 

is seventh to the right of J. O is not an immediate 
neighbour of K and N. L is sitting one of the 
extreme ends and is eight to the right of N. Only 
three people are sitting between N and P, in which 
one of them is K. K is not an immediate neighbour 
of N and P. R and S are an immediate neighbour of 
each other and sitting between J and Q. R is fifth 
from the left end of the line and is fourth to the left 
of P. Q is not an immediate neighbour of K. O is 
right of M but not immediate and second. O is not 
an immediate neighbour of Q.

Q.76. Who is sitting extreme ends of the row?
 (1) R, L    (2) Q, J    (3) L, O    (4) J, K    (5) J, L 
Q.77. Who is sitting sixth from the left end of the row?
 (1) S         (2) Q       (3) R         (4) N       (5) P 
Q.78. How many people are sitting in that row?
 (1) 43  (2) 24  (3) 15 
 (4) 21  (5) Cannot be determined  
Q.79. How many persons are sitting between R and N?
 (1) 8         (2) 5        (3) 7          (4) 3        (5) 6 
Q.80. If O is sitting exactly between N and L, then who 

is sitting eight to the left of O?
 (1) Q  (2) S   (3) R 
 (4) None  (5) P 
Q.81-85. Study the given information carefully and answer 

the following questions.

 Nine persons A, Q, B, S, C, U, V, D and X. They 
live on a separate floor each of a nine floor building 
but not necessarily in the same order. The ground 
floor is numbered 1, the first floor is numbered 2 
and so on until the topmost floor is numbered nine.

 D lives on an odd-numbered floor below floor 
number 5. There are two persons living between D 
and X. S lives on one of the odd numbered floors 
but not on floor number 7. There are two people 
sitting between V and B. U lives on floor number 
6. Q lives on the top-most floor. V lives on an 
even numbered floor. B lives below V. U is not an 
immediate neighbour of V. C lives just above D’s 
floor.

Q.81. Who among the following lives on floor number 7?
 (1) C   (2) V
 (3) A   (4) Can’t be determined 
 (5) None of these 
Q.82. Who among the following is sitting between B and S?
 (1) D  (2) Q   (3) A 
 (4) U  (5) None of these 
Q.83. Who is sitting on floor number 3?
 (1) S  (2) D   (3) X 
 (4) V  (5) None of these  
Q.84. Four of the following five are alike in a certain 

way and forms a group. Find the one who does not 
belong to the group?

 (1) Q  (2) A   (3) B 
 (4) S  (5) C 
Q.85. If all the people are arranged according to the 

alphabetical order from top to bottom then who 
sits on floor number 3?

 (1) S  (2) Q   (3) U 
 (4) V  (5) X 
Q.86-88. In each question given below three statements are 

followed by two conclusions numbered I and II. 
You have to take the three given statements to be 
true even if they seem to be at variance from the 
commonly known facts. Read the conclusions and 
decide which logically follows. Give answer-

 (1) If only conclusion I follows. 
 (2) If only conclusion II follows. 
 (3) If either conclusion I or II follows. 
 (4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows. 
 (5) If both conclusions I and II follow.
Q.86. Statements-      

Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh inaugurated Sisseri River bridge connecting Dibang Valley and Siang 
in Arunachal Pradesh.
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 Some Parrot are Rabbit.       All Rabbit are Fake.
 Only a few Fake is Lion.
 Conclusions-         
 I. Some Lion are definitely not fake.
 II. Some Fake are definitely not Lion.
Q.87. Statements-      
 Some Parrot are Rabbit.      All Rabbit are Fake.
 Only a few Fake is Lion.
 Conclusions-        
 I. All Fake can never be Lion.
 II. All Fakes have a possibility of never being 

Lions.
Q.88. Statements-    
 Some Giraffe are Rat.        All Rat are Pigeon.
 No Rat is Bird.
 Conclusions-     
 I. All Rat are Giraffe.
 II. Some Giraffe not being Pigeon is a possibility.
Q.89. How many such pairs of digits are there in the 

number 8412673194 which have as many digits 
between them as they have in number series? (In 
both directions)

 (1) One     (2) Two  (3) Three 
 (4) Four   (5) Five 
Q.90-92. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 E is 11 km to the north of K. W is 13 km to the 

west of E.  S is 8 km to the east of W. F is 10 km to 
the north of S.

Q.90. What is the shortest distance between K and S? 
(Approximate)

 (1) 11.5 km  (2) 12 km  (3) 18 km 
 (4) 1.9 km  (5) 15 km 
Q.91. What is the shortest distance between F and W? 

(approx.)
 (1) 18.9 km   (2) 15 km  (3) 12. 8 km 
 (4) 13 km  (5) 9 km 
Q.92. F is in which direction of K?
 (1) South- east  (2) South- west  (3) North 
 (4) North-east  (5) North-west 
Q.93-97. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 In a certain code language 
 “just pray for your friend” is written as “ba ga de yo lo”, 

 "have your nature” is written as “wo de no”, 
 “for new friend” is written as “hd ga yo” and 
 “pray for animals” is written as “lo je yo”.
Q.93. If the code for “your friend name” is “de ga eh” 

then what is the code for “name of animals” in that 
code language?

 (1) eh ba je  (2) ba je wo  (3) eh kp je 
 (4) ga eh hd  (5) hd eh wo 
Q.94. How “your nature for friend” is written as in that 

code language?
 (1) de no yo ga    (2) de wo no yo  
 (3) de wo yo ga   (4) de no je ga  
 (5) Either 1 or 3 
Q.95. “hd” is stand for-
 (1) new   (2) friend    (3) animals  
 (4) Either 1 or 2  (5) pray  
Q.96. What is the code for “species” in that code 

language?
 (1) yo  (2) hd  (3) ba  
 (4) no  (5) lm 
Q.97. “oo je lo ha” is stand for-
 (1) animals pray your just 
 (2) dear animals pray early 
 (3) dear animals pray new 
 (4) nature have friend  just 
 (5) animals your for pray 
Q.98-100. Study the given information carefully and 

answer the given questions.
 There are some persons in a family. P is the father 

of N. Y is the daughter of Q. X is the child of H 
who is married to Y. B is the brother of H. J is the 
mother of C. N is the father of F. C is the mother of 
Y. Z is the sister of N. C is the sister of F. C has no 
sister.

Q.98. How C is related to P?
 (1) Grandfather   (2) Grandmother 
 (3) Father   (4) Grandson 
 (5) Granddaughter 
Q.99. How Y is related to F?
 (1) Niece  (2) Daughter  (3) Mother 
 (4) Nephew  (5) Aunt 
Q.100. How N is related to C?
 (1) Mother  (2) Daughter  (3) Son 
 (4) Father  (5) Uncle 

The 8th International Conference on Agricultural Statistics (ICAS-VIII) will be organized by the 
Ministry of Agriculture in New Delhi from 18th to 21st November 2019.
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Explanation/IbPS CLERK PRE/English Language
Q.1.(3) The answer lies in the third paragraph of the passage.
Q.2.(2) The answer lies in the fourth paragraph of the passage.
Q.3.(5) The answer can be inferred by reading the passage.
Q.4.(3) The answer lies in the second paragraph of the 

passage.
Q.5.(1) The answer lies in the third paragraph of the passage.
Q.6.(1) ‘Absorb’ should replace ‘absorbs’ as v1 is required 

here, according to the plural word ‘banks’.
Q.7.(5) No error.
Q.8.(3) ‘easier’ should replace ‘more easy’ as the 

comparative degree is possible for it.
Q.9.(1) ‘Construction’ should replace ‘constructing’ as it 

is the appropriate noun.
Q.10.(2) ‘their’ should replace ‘there’ as a pronoun is 

required here.
Q.11.(3) The correct rearrangement is BEDAC. The 

passage is based on borewell deaths.
Q.12.(3) The correct rearrangement is BEDAC. The 

passage is based on borewell deaths.
Q.13.(3)  The correct rearrangement is BEDAC. The 

passage is based on borewell deaths.
Q.14.(2)  The correct rearrangement is BEDAC. The 

passage is based on borewell deaths.
Q.15.(5) The correct rearrangement is BEDAC. The 

passage is based on borewell deaths.
Q.16.(1) Disruption (n) – disturbance or problems which 

interrupt an event, activity, or process. 
 For other options-
 Discipline (n)- the practice of training people to 

obey rules or a code of behaviour
 Confession (n)- a formal statement admitting 

that one is guilty of a crime.
 Amenity (n)- a desirable or useful feature or 

facility of a building or place.
Q.17.(4) Intervention (n)- The act of intervening (as to 

mediate a dispute, etc.).
 For other options-
 Instigation (n)- The verbal act of urging on

 Aggravation (n)- Unfriendly behavior that 
causes anger or resentment

 Stimulation (n)- Any stimulating information or event
 Incitation (n)- a means of arousing or stirring to action
Q.18.(3) Supervision (n)- Management by overseeing the 

performance or operation of a person or group.
 For other options-
 Dereliction (n) – A tendency to be negligent and 

uncaring.
 Corruption (n)- Lack of integrity or honesty
 Purification (n)- The act of cleaning by getting 

rid of impurities.
Q.19.(2) Scapegoat (n)- Someone who is punished for the 

errors of others
 For other options-
 Assassin (n) – A murderer (especially one who 

kills a prominent political figure)
 Perpetrator (n)- one who commits an offense or crime
Q.20.(3) Paramount (adj.) - Having superior power and 

influence.
 For other options-
 Marginal (adj.) - relating to or at the edge 
 Subservient (adj.) - prepared to obey others 

unquestioningly
 Subordinate (adj.) -lower in rank 
Q.21.(5) The answer lies in the first paragraph of the passage.
Q.22.(5)  The answer lies in the second and fourth 

paragraph of the passage.
Q.23.(2)  The answer lies in the last paragraph of the passage.
Q.24.(5) The answer is not given in the passage.
Q.25.(4)  The answer lies in the last paragraph of the passage.
Q.26.(2)  ‘Developer’ should replace ‘developing’.
Q.27.(2) ‘cite’ should be used here which means ‘mention 

as an example.’
Q.28.(5)
Q.29.(3) ‘Education’ should replace ‘educational’ as a 

noun is required here.
Q.30.(4) ‘Providing’ should replace ‘provide’ as it is 

suitable here according to ‘opening’.

Explanation/IbPS CLERK PRE/Numerical Ability
Q.31.(3) 200 200

10
48 48y y

− =
− +

 Go through the option
 y = 32
Q.32.(4) Required answer = 1 × 7! × 4 = 7! × 4 = (1 × 2 × 

3 × 4 × 5 × 6 × 7) × 4 = 20160
Q.33.(5) 37.5% - 12.5% = 120

 25% = 120
 So, 12.5% = 60
 passing marks = 60+80 = 140
 passing % = 29.16%
Q.34.(5) Total mixture = 24 + 72 = 96
 % of Glycerin = 24/ 96 × 100 = 25% = % of 

Rose water = 75%

Rajasthan Patrika group chairman Gulab Kothari honoured with the prestigious Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy prize.
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 In the final mixture glycerin = 30%, Rose water 
= 70%

 Ratio = 30 : 70 = 3 : 7
 (24 – D × 25% + 16) : (72 – D × 75% + 24) = 3 : 7
 7 (24 – D × 25% + 16) = 3 (72 – D × 75% + 24)
 7 (40 – 0.25 D) = 3 (96 – 0.75 D)
 280 – 1.75 D = 288 – 2.25 D
 2.25 D – 1.75 D = 288 - 280
 0.5 D = 8
 D = 16 litre
Q.35.(5) 3 A------- 24
   72
 2 B------- 36
 Go through options
Q.36.(5) X= 3×3×3×5×10×10 =13500
Q.37.(2) Sangram's investment for 36 months : Aman's 

investment for 30 months : Sandeep's investment 
for 24 months

 = 120000 × 36:180000 × 30: 270000 × 24 = 4: 5: 6
Q.38.(4) 2000+2000+1500+1000+1500 = 8000
Q.39.(3) 18500 – 15500=3000
Q.40.(5) Can’t be determined
Q.41.(4) 3               7             23           71        199       519
 +(22×1)   +(23×2) +(24×3) +(25×4) +(26×5)
Q.42.(2) 20        6          42         20        72       42
 52-5     32-3      72-7      52-5     92-9     72-7
Q.43.(3) 1420     1400       720       220      75        -5
      ÷1-20    ÷2+20    ÷3-20   ÷4+20   ÷5-20
Q.44.(1) 4           11           24          45       76       119
   +22+3      +32+4     +42+5     +52+6    +62+7
Q.45.(4) 1         6          32         268 4304       137748
  ×2+4    ×22+8   ×23+12   ×24+16    ×25+20
Q.46.(1) 2508+1744.4=?
 ?=4252.4

Q.47.(2) 94.5+5-5=9?

 ?= 4.5+5-5
 ?=4.5

Q.48.(3) 60×?=738.481+ 1531.6
 ?=3783.5
Q.49.(3) ?=41096.873
Q.50.(3) ?=31350+3-361
 ? = 30992
Q.51.(4) 869+4901+686.8+599.2= ?2

 ?=84
Q.52.(3) 565860=? ×25920
 ?=2183
Q.53.(5) 40×?=92-38
 ?=54/40
 ?=1.35

Q.54.(2) 23 28
147 169 19

8 7
+ − =?

 = 
3

41
8

−

Q.55.(2) 3168+2756.25-3893.25=?
 ?=2031
Q.56.(5) x=4.2              y=4.2         x=y
Q.57.(5) x=23,-23         y=-22       Can't be established

Q.58.(1) x=
114

39
           y= 

16

13
       x>y

Q.59.(1) x= 17             y= 14        x>y
Q.60.(5) x= -6, 7.5
 y= 1, 5
 hence relationship can’t be established
Q.61.(1) 1570000 – 1050000 =520000

Q.62.(1) 117 100
102%

115

× ≈

Q.63.(5) 
350

100 12%
3000

× ≈

Q.64.(2) 
555000

111000
5

=

Q.65.(2) 2550 : 3000
 = 17 : 20

Explanation/IbPS CLERK PRE/Reasoning Ability
Q.66-70. G

P

Y

X

N

J

H M W Z O I

Q.66.(5)  Q.67.(5)    Q.68.(4)   
Q.69.(3)    Q.70.(4)
Q.71-75. M Red
 H Black
 K Pink
 J Yellow

Pakistan has become the first country in the world to introduce a new typhoid vaccine.
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 N Brown
 L Blue
 G Purple
 I White
Q.71.(5)    Q.72.(4)  Q.73.(5)  
Q.74.(5)  Q.75.(4)   
Q.76-80.

 L N K P Q S R M J
O

Q.76.(5)  Q.77.(1)  Q.78.(4)
Q.79.(3)  Q.80.(5)   
Q.81-85.

Floors People
9 Q
8 V
7 A
6 U
5 B
4 X
3 S
2 C
1 D

Q.81.(3)  Q.82.(5)  Q.83.(1)
Q.84.(5)  Q.85.(3) 
Q.86-87.

 

Parrot Rabbit

Lion

Fake

Q.86.(2)  Q.87.(1)
Q.88.(2)

 

Giraffe

Rat

Pigeon

Birdx

   

Q.89.(4) 8412673194 = (12), (67), (18), (24)
Q.90-92.

 

F

10

58
W E

K

S

13
11

Q.90.(2)  Q.91.(3)    Q.92.(5) 
Q.93-97.

just pray for your friend

have your nature

for new friend

pray for animals

ba ga de yo lo

wo de no

hd ga yo

lo je yo

Q.93.(3)  Q.94.(5)  Q.95.(1)
Q.96.(5)  Q.97.(2)
Q.98-100.

Z

P

N

F

J

C Q

X

Y H B

(-) (-)(+)

(+)

(+) (-) (+)

(+) (+)(-)

Q.98.(5)  Q.99.(1)  Q.100.(4)

Spanish movie 'The Weeping Woman' (La llorona) got the Golden Royal Bengal Tiger Award for the 
Best Film in International Competition of the 25th Kolkata International Film Festival.
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