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Editorial

"I’ve failed over and over and, over again in my life and that is why I
succeed."
- Michael Jordan

Dear Aspirants,
We feel delighted to present to you the "August 2020" edition of "Master in Current Affairs". MICA is a
comprehensive magazine focused on both the intellectual and competitive nature of learning. Apart from the competitive
edge, MICA is intended to provide you with a vision of self-enhancement. MICA includes highly acclaimed sections such
as, Newsletters, News Diary, One Liner, World of English, which are directly related to your preparation for competitive
examinations. Chalte - Chalte is one of the most steering elements of MICA on the go, which is mentioned below every
page. This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the important issues of this
month which may play a vital role in the forthcoming examination. The important topics covered in this edition are:
Galwan Valley - Galwan Valley was discovered by Rasul Galwan in the year 1890. Aksai, a disputed area in the Galwan
Valley near Ladakh, is in China. The Line of Actual Control Aksai separates China from India. The Galwan region comes
under Chusool Council of Ladakh. The Galwan Valley is located between Ladakh and Aksai China from where the IndiaChina border is quite close.
Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan - Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a large-scale rural employment campaign named
'Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan Abhiyan' on 20 June 2020 in areas / villages with large number of back laborers affected
by the devastating COVID 19 Will provide livelihood opportunities.
United Nations Security Council - The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal
organs of the United Nations (UN), charged with ensuring international peace and security, recommending
the admission of new UN members to the General Assembly, and approving any changes to the UN Charter.
Its powers include establishing peacekeeping operations, enacting international sanctions, and authorizing
military action. The UNSC is the only UN body with the authority to issue resolutions on member states.
In this edition as a wish for your bright and prosperous future we are providing “RRB CLERK
PRE MODEL PAPER 2019” and “SSC CHSL PREVIOUS PAPER SHIFT I (8 JULY 2019)” for
your self-assessment. You can also test your Current Affairs by visiting the Quiz Time section for
self-assessment, which includes all possible multiple-choice questions from the current affairs
of this month. To serve you better we will diligently serve you our level best with various new
topics and news that is important from the examination point of view.

Best of luck for your exams.
Your suggestions will be highly valuable and welcomed.
With Best Wishes
Editor : N.K. Jain

“Your Success is Our Success”

PRATIBHA
PERSONAL DETAILS
PRATIBHA TIWARI
Father’s Name : Ramesh K. Tiwari
Mother’s Name : Sarita Tiwari
Hobbies
: Playing Badminton, Reading Novels
Prior Selection : None
Name of the Exam : Bank of India (PO)
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 1680095925
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : VSP2351930625
Pratibha :

English Language
Reading newspaper and attempting
quiz.

Reasoning Ability
Mahendra's Material

MICA

: Mahendra's
family
expresses its heartfelt
congratulations on your
success.

Pratibha : Thank You!
MICA

: To whom do you want
to give the credit of your
selection?

Pratibha : Undoubtedly
to
my
parents, Almighty and the
Staff of Mahendra's.
MICA

: After how many attempts
did you succeed in this
examination?

Pratibha : It was my 1st Attempt.
MICA

: What is the role of
Mahendra's institute in
your selection?

Pratibha : It is very important
to balance time in all
sections during exams
also while preparation.
MICA

: How did you prepare for
the Interview?

Pratibha : I went through the
interview batch organised
by Mahendra's.
MICA

: Tell us about the Interview
Board and the questions
asked?

Pratibha : The environment was
very friendly. I got the
questions
related
to
general awareness & my
educational background.
The questions asked were:
I.

Who is Shri N.D. Tiwari?

Numerical Ability

II.

Online Apps and Books provided by
Mahendras.

What is bank reconciliation
statement?

III.

Items in the balance sheet.

General Awareness

IV.

What is P&L A/c?

Monthly capsule & Magazines.

MICA

Computer & Marketing
Institute Books
MICA

: What would you say
about “Master in Current
Affairs”
Magazine
(MICA) and Mahendra
Guru Website?

Pratibha : It was very helful for the
mains exams.
MICA

: What is the best thing
about
our
coaching
institute, according to
you?

Pratibha : The books and guidance
provided by Mahendra's
Institute were very useful.

Pratibha : Co-operative
teachers,
correct guidance and
easily available support.

MICA

MICA

: How did you prepare for
the examination?

INTERVIEW

: What is the role of “Time
Management” in one’s
success?

: From whom did you
get information of your
selection and what was
your reaction?

Pratibha : From the internet. I was
very happy to know about
my selection.
MICA

: What message do you
want to convey to other
aspirants?

Pratibha : I would like to say "Have
faith in your abilities
and give time to your
preparation optimally".
MICA

: Congratulations!
once
again on your success.
Your success is our
success.

Pratibha : Thank You!

The govt will launch PM eVIDYA programme immediately for multi-mode access to
digital/ online education.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

One Liner

ONE Liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

AWARDS

## What is the name of an Indian-American advocate who
has been nominated by US President Donald Trump as
a federal court judge in New York recently?		
- Saritha Komatireddy
## Recently who has been appointed as the Managing
Director and Chief Executive of officer Max Bupa
Health Insurance?
- KrishnanRamachandran
## Recently who has been nominated to International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development as a
representative of the United States?			
- Ashok Michael Pinto
## Recently which Union Minister has launched "Saras
Collection" on the government's e-marketplace
portal?
- Narendra Singh Tomar
## Recently who has been appointed by the government
as a director on the central board of Reserve Bank of
India?
- Tarun Bajaj
## Recently who has taken charge as the DirectorGeneral of Labour Bureau in the Ministry of Labour
and Employment?
- DPS Negi
## Recently the book titled ‘Vijyant at Kargil: The Life of
a Kargil Hero’ has been released, it is the Biography of
which Captain?
- Vijyant Thapar
## Recently United Nations Environment Programme has
extended the term of its Goodwill Ambassador of India
till 2022, who is the Goodwill Ambassador of India?
- Dia Mirza
## Recently who has inaugurated 80 km link road for
Kailash Mansarovar through video-conferencing?
- Rajnath Singh
## What is the name of the Co-founder of the Kodava
Hockey Festival, who has passed away recently?		
- Pandanda Kuttappa
## Eminent Historian Hari Shankar Vasudevan has passed
away recently, he was related to which state?		
- West Bengal
## Recently who has been appointed by Google Cloud as
its Vice President (Engineering) in India?		
- Anil Bhansali

## Recently Indian journalists Dar Yasin, Mukhtar Khan
and Channi Anand have been honoured with the 2020
Pulitzer Prize, these journalists have won the award in
which field?
- Feature Photography
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## Renowned Kannada poet KS Nisar Ahmed has passed
away recently, he was awarded by Padma Shree in
which year?
- 2008
## Recently who has been honoured with the Young
Career Award in Nano Science & Technology for the
year 2020?
- Saurabh Lodha
## Recently who has become the first Indian to win Fed
Cup Heart Award 2020 for Asia/Oceania zone? 		
- Sania Mirza
## Veteran Bengali author Debesh Roy has passed away
recently, he was awarded with the Sahitya Akademi
award for which of novel? - Teesta Parer Brittanto
## Gene Deitch has passed away recently, he won the
Oscar award for which animated short movie in
1961?
- Munro

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES
## Recently “Atal Pension Yojana” has completed 5 years
of its implementation on which date?			
- 9th May
## Recently which state has become the first state in the
country to provide mid-day meal ration?			
- Madhya Pradesh
## Recently which state government has “Mukhya Mantri
Shahari Rojgar Guarantee Yojna”, guaranteeing at least
120 days of employment to people living in urban
areas?
- Himachal Pradesh
## Recently which State Government has launched ‘Matir
Smristi’ scheme to utilise 50,000 acres of barren land in
6 districts?
- West Bengal
## Recently which state government has decided to cover
landless agro-labourers under the second phase of the
''Rajiv Gandhi Kisaan Nyay Yojana''?			
- Chhattisgarh

Former Australian rugby league captain Arthur Summons, who is immortalized on the
National Rugby League trophy, has died. He was 84.

One Liner
## Which state government has launched “Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana” on 21st May on the death
anniversary of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi?
- Chhattisgarh
## The Union Cabinet extended the Pradhan Mantri Vaya
Vandana Yojana a social security scheme for senior
citizens, till which year? - March, 2023
## Recently the central government has launched a scheme
for complete solarization of the temple?			
- Konark Sun Temple
## Recently which state government has begun the third
phase of its ‘Sujalam Sufalam Jal Sanchay Abhiyan’
scheme?
- Gujarat
## Recently which state government has launched a new
scheme called “Dhanwantari” for home delivery of
medicines?
- Assam
## Recently which has launched a special borrowing
scheme for self help groups to help the SHGs in order to
overcome the difficulties posed by COVID-19?		
- Indian Overseas Bank

NATIONAL & STATE
## Recently Indian Institute of Technology Alumni
Council has launched a “COVID-19 test bus” in which
city?
- Mumbai
## Recently which organisation has launched a campaign
titled “Surakshit Dada-Dadi & Nana-Nani Abhiyan” to
ensure well-being of senior citizens of the country?
- NITI Aayog
## After successfully tested which nuclear missile, every
year National Technology Day is celebrated on 11 May
across India?
- Shakti-I
## What is the name of the Mission which has started by
Government of India to provide assistance to Eastern
Indian Ocean Region Nations amid the coronavirus
crisis?
- Mission Sagar
## Recently “Pranavayu Programme” was launched
in which city to create awareness about respiratory
health?
- Bengaluru
## How much financial package was announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on 12th May to deal with the
coronavirus pandemic?
- Rs 20 lakh crore
## Recently Geographical Indications Registry has given
the Geographical Indication tag to saffron of which
region?
- Kashmir
## Recently which state government has launched “Exit
App” for stranded people of other states?		
- West Bengal

## Recently which state government has launched ‘Ayush
Kavach-Covid’ App, which will provide s for measures
to boost immunity based on natural resources?		
- Uttar Pradesh
## Recently which state government has launched 'Nigah'
programmme to aware family members of migrant
returnees?
- Himachal Pradesh
## Recently which state government has increased the
retirement age of the government staff, teachers and
those in public sector units from 58 years to 59 years?
- Tamil Nadu
## According to a study by the Internet and Mobile
Association of India titled 'Digital in India', which
State/UT topped the highest Internet penetration rate
among all states of India? - Delhi
## Recently which state government has launched a
“Pravasi Raahat Mitra” App to connect migrants with
schemes and jobs?
- Uttar Pradesh
## Recently which state government has decided to
suspend the majority of the labour laws for a period of
1000 days or over 3 years to attract investment?		
- Uttar Pradesh
## Recently which state government has formed a panel
under ex-RBI Governor C Rangarajan to improve
fiscal position?
- Tamil Nadu
## Recently which state government has launched the
country’s first ever ‘FIR Aapke Dwar Yojana’?		
- Madhya Pradesh
## Recently which state’s Sohrai Khovar painting has
received the Geographical Indication tag from the
Geographical Indications Registry?			
- Jharkhand
## Recently which state government has launched
“HOPE” portal to help unemployed youth to get job
opportunities?
- Uttarakhand
## Recently TVS Group and which IIT jointly developed
an automated respiratory assist device "Sundaram
Ventago"?
- IIT Madras
## Recently the government has announced how much
reduction in TDS/TCS rates till March 31, 2021?		
- 0.25
## Recently which state has become the first state in India
to regulate the cultivation of crops?			
- Telangana
## Recently the National Disaster Management Authority
has created a new online dashboard named “National
Migrant Information System”, where is headquarter of
the National Disaster Management Authority?		
- New Delhi

A Landing Craft Utility (LCU) Mark IV warship built by the Garden Reach Shipbuilders and
Engineers Limited (GRSE) was commissioned into the Indian Navy at Port Blair.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

One Liner

INTERNATIONAL

FINANCIAL AWARENESS

## Recently which country has claimed to develop the
first potential vaccine candidate that neutralised the
virus in human cells?
- Italy

## Recently which bank has released a song titled
#HumHaarNahiMaanenge to keep hopes up amidst the
ongoing national lockdown and Covid-19 pandemic?
- HDFC Bank
## How much amount was approved by World Bank to
coastal resources of India recently?			
- $400 Million
## Recently a defence public sector undertaking, Bharat
Dynamics Ltd. Has inked pact with which IIT to
make large-scale ventilators developed by NOCCA
Robotics?
- IIT Kanpur
## Recently how much loan has been approved by Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank to support India's
efforts to fight the coronavirus pandemic?		
- USD 500 million
## Recently, how much amount of loan was sanctioned by
New Development Bank to India to fight COVID-19?
- USD 1 Billion
## MoneyGram Payment System has tied up with which
bank to offer a cost-effective direct-to-bank account
credit option for customers in India?			
- Federal Bank
## Recently how much amount was approved by World
Bank to India to accelerate COVID-19 social protection
response programme?
- $1 billion
## Recently a how much loan agreement for a project
has been signed by the Government of India,
the Government of West Bengal and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank?			
- US$ 145 million
## Recently which bank has started a special business
vertical dedicated to gold loans to meet the financial
needs of its customers due to the COVID-19
pandemic?
- Canara Bank
## Kotak Mahindra Bank has become the first bank in
India to allow video Know Your Customer, where is
headquarter of the Kotak Mahindra Bank?		
- Mumbai
## Recently the Reserve Bank of India has reduced
the reverse repo rate from 3.75 percent to what
percentage?
- 0.0335
## Recently which bank started a new feature of voice
banking services on Amazon Alexa and Google Assistant
for their customers?
- ICICI Bank
## Recently which bank has acquired 6.43% stake in
Reliance Capital by invoking pledged shares?		
- HDFC Bank

## Which country will launch its first Arktika-M satellite
to monitor the Arctic climate by the end of 2020?		
- Russia
## Recently PNB Housing Finance has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with which IIT
to support Research & Development for reusable
Personal Protective Equipment to be supplied to
government hospitals?
- IIT Delhi
## Recently the World Health Organization and the
United Nation postal agency released commemorative
Postage Stamp on which number anniversary of the
eradication of smallpox? - 40th
## Recently which country has won the FIDE Chess.com
Online Nations Cup title? - China
## Recently Swiss firm Zurich Airport International
AG has got security clearance from the Centre for
developing Jewar airport, Jewar airport is situated in
which state?
- Uttar Pradesh
## What is the rank of India in the Global Energy Transition
Index which is released by the World Economic Forum
recently?
- 74th
## How much amount of assistance has been given
to India by the US Center for Disease Control and
Prevention recently?
- $3.6 million
## Recently Ulrike Lunacek has resigned amid mounting
criticism and disappointment with her performance in
the coronavirus crisis, she was the culture minister of
which country?
- Austria
## Recently Chinese smartphone maker OPPO announced
a partnership with which telecom company to boost
5G adoption in the world? - Vodafone
## Recently Prime Minister of Lesotho Thomas Thabane
has formally resigned from the post, where is the
capital of Lesotho?
- Maseru
## Every year World Bee Day is observed globally on
which date?
- 20th May
## Recently which country has provided USD 2 million
aid for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
working for the welfare of Palestinian refugees?		
- India
## Recently Benny Gantz was sworn in as the alternate
Prime Minister of which country?			
- Israel

8

MICA AUGUST 2020

Former Pakistan captain Ramiz Raja named Virender Sehwag and Sunil Gavaskar as
openers of his India-Pakistan XI.

One Liner
## Recently how much amount was announced by the
Reserve Bank of India to the special liquidity facility
for mutual funds?
- Rs 50,000 crores
## How much amount has been sanctioned by Asian
Development Bank to India to help in the fight against
the coronavirus epidemic? - $1.5 billion

SPORTS
## Recently the Badminton World Champions 2020
has been postponed to November 2021, it has been
scheduled to be held in which country?			
- Spain
## Recently International Hockey Federation has
extended the term of its President until May 2021, who
is the President of International Hockey Federation?
- Narinder Batra
## Recently Cyclist Remy Di Gregorio has been banned
for 4 years by the International Cycling Union, he is
related to which Country? - France
## Recently International Cricket Council has announced
the ranking of cricket teams, India has ranked third,
which country has secured the first position?		
- Australia
## Former World Snooker Champion Peter Ebdon has
announced his retirement from professional snooker, he
is related to which country? - England
## Recently which cricketer has been appointed by
Pakistan Cricket Board as new ODI captain?		
- Babar Azam
## Recently the International Cricket Council’s Cricket
Committee has recommended banning the use of
saliva to shine the ball, who is the Chairman of the
International Cricket Council?					
- Shashank Manohar

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
## In order to boost immunity during the pandemic,
Spirulina groundnut Chikki has been developed by the
Central Food Technological Research Institute, where
is the Central Food Technological Research Institute
situated?
- Mysore, Karnataka
## Researchers of which country’s History Museum have
discovered a new parasitic fungus species via Twitter?
- Denmark
## Recently which country has developed ‘iFeel-You’ bracelet
for social distancing?
- Italy
## Recently which tool was launched by Google to create
Videos?
- Video Builder

## Recently which State Government has rolled out
“e-sanjeevani-opd” for free online medical consultation
to sick people?
- Himachal Pradesh
## Recently which State Government has launched
“Apthamitra” mobile application and helpline to fight
COVID-19?
- Karnataka
## Recently which state government has launched ‘Covid
Pharma’, a mobile application to trace people buying
medicines for fever, cold? - Andhra Pradesh
## Recently which state government has launched ‘Aayu
& Sehat Sathi app to fight against COVID-19?		
- Rajasthan
## Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar attended
the G20 Agriculture Ministers Meet through video
conferencing. The meet was chaired by which
Country?
- Saudi Arabia

MISCELLANEOUS
## Every year World Thalassaemia Day is observed
globally to raise awareness about thalassaemia disease
on
- 8th May
## What is the theme of World Migratory Day ‘2020’,
which is every year celebrated on 9th May?		
- Birds Connect our
		 World
## Recently which Institute has developed first indigenous
Elisa test kit for Covid-19? - National Institute of
		 Virology
## Recently which country has named a street in Tel Aviv after
celebrated Indian poet Rabindranath Tagore as a tribute on
his 159th birthday?
- Israel
## Every year International Nurse Day is observed at the
birth anniversary of Florence Nightingale on which
date?
- 12th May
## Every year World Asthma Day is celebrated across the
world on
- First Tuesday of May
## A Book titled Shuttling to the Top “The Story of P.V.
Sindhu” was released recently, who is the author of
this book?
- V. Krishnaswamy
## Who is the author of the audio format book titled “How the
Onion Got Its Layers”?
- Sudha Murty
## The International Day of Light is celebrated every year
on which date?
- 16th May
## Which state has celebrated its 45th Statehood Day on
16 May?
- Sikkim
## Every year World Tuna Day is observed on 2nd May by the
United Nations to raise awareness about the importance of
which species?
- Tuna Fish

In a major relief for businesses, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced that no fresh
insolvency case will be admitted for the next one year in view of the coronavirus pandemic.
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SPOTLIGHT

ALL THAT MATTERS

ABBREVIATIONS

IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

NAFTA

: North America Free Trade Agreement

August 06

World Hiroshima Day

NBFC

: Non-Banking Financial Company

August 09

Quit India Movement Day

IBRD

: International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development

August 15

Indian Independence Day

BOCW

: Building and Other construction Workers Act

August 15

World Sanskrit Day

PFRDA

: Pension Fund Regulatory and Development
Authority

August 12

International Youth Day

August 19

World Photography Day

FEMA

: Foreign Exchange Management Act

August 29

National Sports Day

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY

BOOKS & AUTHORS

Central Bank
An institution that manages the
currency, money supply, and interest
rates of an entire state or nation.
Central banks also usually oversee
the commercial banking system of
their respective countries. In contrast
to a commercial bank, a central bank
possesses a monopoly on increasing
the monetary base in the state, and
usually also prints the national
currency, which usually serves as
the state's legal tender. Central
banks also act as a "lender of last
resort" to the banking sector during
times of financial crisis. Most central
banks usually also have supervisory
and regulatory powers to ensure
the solvency of member institutions,
prevent bank runs, and prevent
reckless or fraudulent behaviour by
member banks.
The Reserve Bank of India is India's
central bank, which controls the issue
and supply of the Indian rupee. RBI is
the regulator of the entire Banking in
India. RBI plays an important part in the
Development Strategy of the Government
of India.
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01

Red Noise

:- John P. Murphy

Didda - The Warrior
Queen of Kashmir

02

:- Ashish Kaul

03

The Vanishing Half

:- Britt Bennett

28 Summers

04

:- Elin Hilderbrand

05

The Light of Days

:- Judy Batalion

Noted spiritual leader Dev Prabhakar Shastri, popularly called ''Daddaji'', died at
''Daddadham'' in Katni in Madhya Pradesh. He was 82

APPOINTMENTS
Govinda Rajulu Chintala

T

he Appointments Committee
of the Union Cabinet has
approved the appointment of
Govinda Rajulu Chintala as
the Chairman of the National
Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development. He is currently
serving as the Chief General
Manager in NABARD and in
July 2022 At present, Dr. Harsh
Kumar Bhanwala is serving as the
Chairman of NABARD. Apart from this, the Appointments
Committee of the Union Cabinet has appointed NABARD
for the post of Deputy Managing Director for a period of
five years. Shaji has also approved the appointment of KV.
He is currently working as General Manager at Canara
Bank. Suryakumar has also been appointed as Deputy
Managing Director till his retirement in July 2023.
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD) is an Apex Development Financial Institution
in India. The Bank has been entrusted with "matters
concerning Policy Planning and Operations in the field
of credit for Agriculture and other Economic activities in
Rural areas in India". NABARD is active in developing
Financial Inclusion policy. NABARD
was established on the recommendations
of B.Sivaramman Committee, on 12 July
1982 to implement the National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development Act
1981.

BR Sharma

N

ewly appointed Chairman of
Jammu and Kashmir Public
Service Commission (JKPSC)
BR Sharma IAS called on Union
Minister of State for Personnel Dr
Jitendra Singh.
A 1984 batch IAS officer, BR
Sharma belongs to Jammu and
Kashmir Cadre and was Chief
Secretary in the erstwhile state
of Jammu and Kashmir before
proceeding on deputation to the Central Government.
He was later appointed Chairperson Staff Selection
Commission (SSC) and was re-employed for 2 years after
superannuation. Recently, Mr Sharma put in a request to
Department of Personnel and Training for being relieved
from the post of Chairperson SSC.

THE PEOPLE

While wishing good luck to Mr Sharma, Dr Singh expressed
the need to promptly revive the recruitment process to
various posts in the new Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. "As Chairman PSC of the new Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir, Sharma has crucial responsibility
ahead, for which his long administrative experience and
knowledge of Jammu and Kashmir will be of help," Dr
Singh said.
Mr Sharma also gave Dr Singh an update of the current
status of the various selection processes under SSC which
had got disturbed due to COVID pandemic.
He said, it had been an honour for him to serve in the highly
important position of Chairperson SSC,
particularly at a time when the Government
of India is seeking to bring in maximum
transparency and objectivity in selection to
various governments posts.

Arun Singhal

I

AS Arun Singhal is appointed
as the Chief Executive
Officer, CEO, of the apex
food regulator, Food Safety &
Standards Authority of India. The
government has announced his
appointment in an announcement
made after the meeting of
the Cabinet Committee on
Appointment, ACC.
Singhal, an IAS of UP Cadre, is currently serving in
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare as Special Secretary.
He would replace Dr GSG Ayyangar, currently acting CEO
of FSSAI, who was looking after the affairs of FSSAI since
March this year upon transfer of Pawan Agarwal, IAS, to
Ministry of Commerce as Special Secretary Logistics.
The Union Government, in a statement, has said that Arun
Singhal, lAS (UP:87), Special Secretary, Department of Health
& Family Welfare has been appointed as Chief Executive
Officer, Food Safety & Standards Authority of India, Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare in the rank and pay of Secretary
to Government of India by temporarily upgrading the post.
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is an
autonomous body established under the Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare, Government of India. The FSSAI has been
established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006,
which is a consolidating statute related to
food safety and regulation in India. FSSAI
is responsible for protecting and promoting
public health through the regulation and
supervision of food safety

Israel's new government was sworn in under Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, bringing
an end to the longest political deadlock in the country's history.
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THE PEOPLE

APPOINTMENTS

Chira Barua

L

ondon-headquartered HSBC
has appointed an Indianorigin strategy expert to chart the
bank’s growth plans in a postpandemic scenario.
Chira Barua has joined the bank
as Group Head of Strategy and
will assess which markets and
areas HSBC should focus on over
the next five to 10 years. Analysts
believe this could push the bank deeper into Asia in search
of higher returns.
The review by Barua, previously a partner at McKinsey
& Co and an analyst at Alliance-Bernstein, is aimed
at “moving the dial” more than simply exiting small
markets.
“I think the group will focus a bit more on southeast Asia,
including Singapore,” an HSBC banker was quoted as
saying.
HSBC is also looking to boost its market share of wealthy
customers in the Asia Pacific region, which has a high
number of billionaires.
The bank, which has 235,000 staff in 64 countries, is under
pressure to boost returns. Its shares have
fallen 38 per cent this year, their lowest
level in two decades. HSBC is said to be
aiming to strip out USD 4.5 billion of costs
and offload USD 100 billion of risky assets
over the next few years.

Nitin Singhal

S

oftware major Adobe has
appointed Salesforce senior
executive Nitin Singhal as its
Head of Digital Experience
Business for India. Singhal will
lead Adobe's Digital Experience
business across the country and
would report to Ben Goodman,
Head of Digital Experience,
APAC, Adobe.
"Singhal is an experienced leader
touted for leading high performance teams, transforming
technology businesses and building strategy for long-term
growth," said Goodman. Singhal has held a diverse set
of leadership roles for some of the industry's top brands,
including Oracle, IBM and Microsoft.
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"As India moves to become an experience economy,
digital will be key to unlocking the next phase of growth
for enterprises, SMBs and government. Adobe is a leader
when it comes to digital experiences and has a fantastic
diverse set of customers of all sizes across industries," said
Singhal.
Adobe Experience Platform - the foundation of Adobe
Experience Cloud - is the industry's first purposebuilt CXM platform, enabling personalized customer
experiences in real-time at scale.Adobe Experience Cloud
targets an addressable market that Adobe estimates to
be approximately $84 billion by 2022. Adobe had hired
another Salesforce executive Simon Tate
as president of its Asia Pacific (APAC)
operations in April this year. Tate will
lead Adobe's business across the region,
reporting to Paul Robson, President,
International, Adobe.

M. Nethra

T

hirteen-year-old M. Nethra
daughter of C. Mohan an
owner of salon in Madurai has
been appointed as a 'Goodwill
Ambassador to the Poor' for
United Nations Association
for Development and Peace
(UNADAP).
"We are really overwhelmed
on hearing this news," Mohan
told IANS. He owns a salon in
the temple town Madurai in Tamil Nadu. Announcing this
UNADAP said Nethra will be given the opportunity to speak
at the United Nations (UN) conferences in New York and
in Geneva addressing Civil Society forums and conferences.
"This position would give her an opportunity and
responsibility to speak to world leaders, academics,
politicians and civilians, encouraging them to reach out
to the poorest of the poor," UNADAP said. The Dixon
Scholarship has awarded Nethra a scholarship amount of
Rs 1,00,000. "We are simple people from a small family.
This kind of honour we did not expect," Mohan said.
PM Modi mentioned about this in his recent 'Mann ki
Baat' radio programme. "I have lost count of the number
of calls I have received. It could be over 250 calls," Mohan
had told IANS. During his Mann ki Baat
programme, Modi said Mohan, who owns
a salon in Madurai, had spent his entire
savings to help people in distress during
the lockdown.

The Reserve Bank of India has directed HDFC Limited to bring down its stake in its subsidiaries
HDFC Ergo and HDFC Life Insurance to 50 percent or below.

APPOINTMENTS
Vice Admiral Biswajit Dasgupta

Urjit Patel

ice
Admiral
Biswajit
Dasgupta took charge as the
Chief of Staff of Eastern Naval
Command (ENC). Vice Admiral
S.N Ghormade, the outgoing Chief
of Staff, has been transferred as
the Controller Personnel Services
at the Integrated Headquarters,
Ministry of Defence (Navy), New
Delhi.

ormer governor of Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) Urjit
Patel who resigned from his
post in December 2018 after a
tussle with the government over
the central bank’s autonomy has
been appointed as the chairman
of the New Delhi Based
economic think tank National
Institute of Public Finance and
Policy (NIPFP) for a period of
four years.

V

He has held other operational,
training and staff appointments such as Commander
Work Up at Headquarters at Indian Naval Work-up Team
(Kochi), Directing Staff at the Defence Services Staff
College (Wellington), Officer-in-Charge of the Navy’s
Navigation and Direction School, Naval Assistant to the
Chief of the Naval Staff and Fleet Operations Officer of the
Western Fleet. He has also served as the Chief Staff Officer
(Operations) at Western Naval Command headquarters in
Mumbai.
Vice Admiral Dasgupta also held the command of the Eastern
Fleet in Visakhapatnam and was thereafter appointed as the
Additional Director General at NCC Headquarters, New
Delhi. Vice Admiral Dasgupta is a graduate of Defence
Services Command and Staff College, Bangladesh, Army
War College, Mhow and National Defence College, New
Delhi.
He is a recipient of Ati Vishisht Seva
Medal, Vishisht Seva Medal, and Yudh
Seva Medal for coordinating evacuation
operations from strife-torn Yemen in 2015
under Operation Raahat.

F

“National Institute of Public Finance & Policy is privileged
to have Dr. Urjit Patel, former Reserve Bank Governor, as
its Chairperson for a four year term commencing June 22,
2020," NIPFP said in a statement.
An NIPFP official under condition of anonymity said
the governing body of NIPFP met under the outgoing
chairman Vijay Kelkar where Patel’s name was cleared.
“The chairman’s role is advisory in nature and he does not
interfere in day-today functioning of the institution. He
chairs the board meetings which are held at least three to
four times in a year," the official said.
The governing body of NIPFP comprises of three
representatives of the Ministry of Finance, one
representative of the Niti Aayog, one representative of the
Reserve Bank of India, three representatives
of sponsoring state governments, three
distinguished economists, three heads of
sister research institutions, and members of
other sponsoring agencies and invitees.

Chinese smartphone maker OPPO announced a partnership with telecom major Vodafone to boost
5G adoption in the world.
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Alexander Dalrymple Award 2019

T

he 2019 Alexander
Dalrymple Award
has been presented to
Vice Admiral Vinay
Badhwar,
National
Hydrographer to the
Government of India,
in recognition of his
outstanding contribution
to Indian hydrography and across the wider Indian Ocean
region.
The Alexander Dalrymple Award was first awarded by the
UKHO in 2006 and is named after the first Hydrographer
of the Admiralty. Recipients of the award are selected
by the Executive Committee of the UK Hydrographic
Office (UKHO) for their efforts in raising the standards
of hydrography, cartography and navigation around the
world.
Having joined the Indian Navy in 1982, Vice
Admiral Badhwar has extensive hydrographic surveying
experience. This includes work in the Gulfs of Kutch and
Khambhat, and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands – widely
recognised as some of the most challenging environments
to survey in the world.
In his capacity as National Hydrographer, Vice Admiral
Badhwar has been a pivotal member of the International
Hydrographic Organisation’s Capacity Building SubCommittee since its creation. He also leads the Indian
Naval Hydrographic Office’s own regional Capacity
Building programmes. In this role, Vice
Admiral Badhwar coordinates efforts to help
Indian Ocean coastal states to develop their
hydrographic and cartographic capabilities
– an important step to unlocking each of
these states’ blue economies.

Inventor of the Year award

I

ndian-American
scientist
Rajiv
Joshi has received the
prestigious
Inventor
of the Year award for
his work in improving
artificial
intelligence
capabilities
and
advancing the electronic
industry. Joshi, who works at the IBM Thomson Watson
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Research Center in New York, has over 250 patented
inventions to his name in the US. The New York Intellectual
Property Law Association presented the award to Joshi
earlier this month during a virtual awards ceremony. An
IIT Mumbai alumnus, Joshi has an MS degree from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and a PhD
in mechanical engineering from Columbia University,
New York.
His inventions including novel interconnect structures and
processes for more scaling, machine learning techniques
for predictive failure analytics, high bandwidth, high
performance and low power integrated circuits and
memories and their usage in hardware accelerators are
meant for artificial intelligence applications.
"Necessity and curiosity inspire me," Dr Joshi told PTI
in a recent interview, adding that the identification of a
problem, observing and thinking help him immensely
to generate ideas. Joshi said that while growing up, his
parents always told him stories about great, renowned
inventors like Guglielmo Marconi,
Madame Curie, Right Brothers, James
watt, Alexander Bell, Thomas Edison and
other great stalwarts. Their success stories
and inventions really shaped his thought
process and helped develop an interest in
science and technology.

United Nations Military Gender
Advocate of the Year Award

A

Brazilian peacekeeper
serving in the Central
African Republic and an
Indian peacekeeper who
has recently completed
her assignment in South
Sudan have been selected
to receive the 2019
United Nations Military
Gender Advocate of the
Year Award. Commander Carla Monteiro de Castro Araujo,
a Brazilian Naval officer working in the United Nations
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in
the Central African Republic (MINUSCA and Major
Suman Gawani of the Indian Army, a Military Observer
formerly deployed with the United Nations Mission in South
Sudan (UNMISS) will receive the award during an online
ceremony presided over by United Nations SecretaryGeneral António Guterres marking the International Day
of UN Peacekeepers on 29 May 2020. Created in 2016,

Former South Africa all-rounder Lance Klusener has been roped in as the new team
director of Bangla Tigers, a franchise of Abu Dhabi T10 cricket tournament.

AWARDS
the United Nations “Military Gender Advocate of the Year
Award” recognizes the dedication and effort of an individual
military peacekeeper in promoting the principles of UN
Security Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security
in a peace operation context, as nominated by Heads and
Force Commanders of peace operations.
For the first time, two peacekeepers will receive the award
jointly for their contribution to this important
cause.“This award is the recognition of the
teamwork involving MINUSCA Force and
civilian component”, said Commander
Monteiro de Castro Araujo upon receiving
the news of her award.

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award
Nominations

R

ani Rampal, captain
of
the
Indian
women's hockey team,
has been nominated by
Hockey India (HI) for
the Rajiv Gandhi Khel
Ratna. Apart from them,
Vandana Kataria, Monica
and Harmanpreet Singh
have been nominated for the Arjuna Award.
Under the captaincy of Rani, the team has won the
silver medal in the Women's Asia Cup 2017, 2018
Asian Games and under his captaincy, the team has
qualified for the Tokyo Olympics. During this time the
Indian team also reached its best ranking nine in the
world rankings. HI President Mohammad Mushtaq said,
"Sardar Singh Rajiv Gandhi was the last hockey player to
win the Khel Ratna.
Rani has set new benchmarks in women's hockey and we
are proud of him." For the first time under Rani's captaincy,
the Indian team has also reached a career-best 9th position
in the FIH World Rankings. Rani is the first
Indian female player to be named as the
World Sports Athlete of the Year. Rani has
also received the Arjuna Award (2016) and
Padma Shri (2020). Rani is the first athlete
to receive the World Games Athlete of the
Year award.

EY World Entrepreneur of the
Year Award

B

iocon Ltd announced that its Executive Chairperson
Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw has been named the EY World
Entrepreneur of the Year 2020 (WEOY) at a virtual award

ceremony. She has been
honoured with the title from
among a distinguished list
of 46 EOY country award
winners from 41 countries
and
territories,
the
Bengaluru - headquartered
biopharmaceuticals
company said in a
statement.
In the award's 20-year history, Mazumdar-Shaw is the
first woman entrepreneur from India and the third Indian
to win it. She is the second woman worldwide to hold
this title, after Olivia Lum of Hyflux Limited, Singapore,
who won the award in 2011. Uday Kotak of Kotak
Mahindra Bank (2014) and N R Narayana Murthy, cofounder of Infosys Ltd, (2005) are the other winners
from India.
Mazumdar-Shaw has previously won the EY Best
Entrepreneur: Healthcare & Life Sciences Award in 2002
and was bestowed with the EY Entrepreneur of the Year
India 2019 Award in February 2020 and
represented India at the WEOY 2020. In
their felicitation, EY had said MazumdarShaw is "synonymous with the Indian
biotech industry," and has been at the
forefront of innovation through her strong
investments in research.

Richard Dawkins Award 2020

E

minent writer and
lyricist Javed Akhtar
has been awarded the
prestigious
Richard
Dawkins Award of 2020
for promoting human
development and human
values while giving
importance to rational
thought, secularism. Javed Akhtar has become the first
Indian to receive the Richard Dawkins Award. The award
is given to an eminent person from the field of science,
research, education or entertainment, who strives to protect
secularism by rationalizing it in public. The award is given
in the name of world renowned English evolutionary
biologist Richard Dawkins. Bollywood actor Anil Kapoor
and actress Dia Mirza tweeted and congratulated Javed
Akhtar for the award.
The Richard Dawkins Award is an annual award that was
presented by the Atheist Alliance of America up until
July 2019 when it moved to the Center for Inquiry (CFI).

The BSE and the National Stock Exchange (NSE) decided to reduce the listing fee for their smalland medium- enterprise (SME) platforms by 25 per cent, amid challenges due to Covid-19.
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According to the CFI press release "The recipient will
be a distinguished individual from the worlds of science,
scholarship, education or entertainment, who publicly
proclaims the values of secularism and rationalism,
upholding scientific truth wherever it may
lead". The award has been presented since
2003, and is named after Richard Dawkins,
an English evolutionary biologist who was
named the world's top thinker in a 2013
reader's poll of the Prospect Magazine.

World Food Prize

E

minent
IndianAmerican
soil
scientist
Rattan
Lal
was named this year’s
recipient of USD 250,000
World Food Prize, with
US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo lauding his
research in soil science,
saying he is helping
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millions of small farmers around the world with his work
on increasing food production and recycling of nutrients.
Lal, 75, was named as the 2020 World Food Prize Laureate
for developing and mainstreaming a soil-centric approach to
increasing food production that conserves natural resources
and mitigates climate change.
“The world’s population continues to grow, and we need to
use the resources we have more productively and efficiently
to make sure everyone has enough food on their table,"
Pompeo said. A native of India and citizen of the United
States, Lal has in his career of over 50 years and across four
continents promoted innovative soil-saving techniques
that benefited the livelihoods of more than 500 million
smallholder farmers, improved the food and nutritional
security of more than two billion people and saved hundreds
of millions of hectares of natural tropical ecosystems, the
World Food Prize organisation said. Lal
serves as Distinguished University Professor
of Soil Science and founding Director of
the Carbon Management and Sequestration
Center at The Ohio State University (OSU).

Fitch Ratings forecast a 5 per cent contraction of the Indian economy in the current fiscal
(2020-21).

OBITUARY
Wajid Khan

OBITUARY

R

enowned
Bollywood
musician Wajid Khan died of
corona virus (Covid 19) infection.
He was 42 years old. Wajid was
already suffering from kidney
disease. His test report confirmed
corona virus infection. As a pair
of Sajid-Wajid with composer
Sajid, Wajid Khan gave music in
films like 'Pyar kiya to darna kya',
'Dabangg', 'wanted' and 'Ek tha
tiger'. He also composed lockdown songs like 'Bhai' and
'Pyaar Karona'. His father Ustad Sharafat Ali Khan was a
well-known tabla player and music arranger. Wajid's father
worked with many famous musicians in the film industry.
Wajid's grandfather Ustad Abdul Latif Khan was a musician
and instrumentalist awarded the Padma Shri award. Wajid's
grandfather used to play Sarangi. Wajid Khan and his
brother Sajid Khan got their early music education from
their father Ustad Sharafat Ali Khan.
The Sajid-Wajid duo gave their strong music in many of
Salman's films. Garve, Tere Naam, Tumko Na Phoolgege,
Marriage Me, Partner, Wanted, Hello, God Tussi Great Ho,
Veer, Dabangg Series, Ek Tha Tiger. In many Bollywood
hits, the pair of Sajid Wajid showed amazing. The duo
of Sajid-Wajid also gave music in Sonu Nigam's album
'Deewana'. He was also awarded the Filmfare Award in
2011 for his strong music in the film Dabangg.

Basu Chatterjee

V

eteran filmmaker Basu
Chatterjee,
known
for
his light-hearted films like
Rajinigandha and "Chittor",
passed away due to age-related
ailments. He was 93. . Chatterjee
made the middle class and its
everyday joys and struggles the
center of his films. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi remembered
Chatterjee as a filmmaker who
touched people's hearts. The Prime Minister wrote on
Twitter, "Sad to hear the news of the death of Shri Basu
Chatterjee. His work is quite good and sensitive. His work
touched the hearts of the people and he brought to the
screen the common and complex emotions of the people as
well as their struggles. My condolences to his family and
countless fans. Om Shanti. "West Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee said," I am saddened by the passing of
veteran film director and screenwriter Basu Chatterjee.
He gave us all the great films like 'Chhoti Baat', 'Chittor',
'Rajnigandha', 'Byomkesh Bakshi', and ‘Rajni’. Chatterjee
started his career as a cartoonist in a magazine but changed
his career path after working with Basu Bhattacharya in
Raj Kapoor-Waheeda Rehman starrer "Teesri Kasam".
Both Basu Bhattacharya and Basu Chatterjee, along with
Hrishikesh Mukherjee, formed a trio of Hindi cinema
whose film values depended on the middle class and its
everyday struggles, at a time when Bollywood films were
focused on stories of anger and tragedies. The leader was
Amitabh Bachchan. Chatterjee chose artists like Vidya
Sinha, Amol Palekar and Zarina Wahab to bring the stories
of the middle class to the public. His best films include "Us
Paar", "Chittor", "Piya Ka Ghar", "Khatta Meetha" and
"Baat Mein". Less than a week before Basu's death, lyricist
Yogesh Gaur passed away, who wrote several famous
songs in Chatterjee's films, including "Rajnigandha Phool
Tumhare" and "Na Jaane Kyon". Gaur died on 29 May.

Arjun Charan Sethi

F

ormer Union Minister Arjun
Charan Sethi passed away.
He was 79 years old. Sethi, an
eight-time MP from Bhadrak
Lok Sabha constituency, was the
Water Resources Minister from
2000 to 2004 in the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee-led NDA government
at the Center. A soft-spoken
Sethi, who was active in social
and political life since his youth,
was also elected to the Odisha Legislative Assembly twice.
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik expressed grief over the
death of Sethi and described him as an experienced MP and
a qualified administrator. He said that while being a longtime MP and MLA, Sethi won the trust of the people with
his dedicated service and dedication. With his death, Odisha
has lost a leader of high stature. Union Petroleum and Steel
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said that a vacancy has
arisen in the state's politics with the death of Sethi. Leader
of Opposition in Odisha Legislative Assembly Pradeep
Kumar Naik and state BJP president Sameer Mohanty
said that Sethi's death has created a void that is difficult to
fill. Born on 18 September 1941, Sethi was elected to the
Lok Sabha from Bhadrak as a Congress candidate in 1971
and 1980. He was elected to the Janata Dal from the same
constituency in 1991. He won from this seat on the Biju
Janata Dal ticket in 1998, 1999, 2004 and 2009. He joined

Tata Consumer Products Ltd (TCPL) said it will acquire the stake of PepsiCo in their joint
venture NourishCo Beverages.
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the BJP along with his son Abhimanyu before the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections and Odisha assembly elections.

various SAIL plants as well as at the Corporate Office.”,
the company said in a statement.

Lt Gen Raj Mohan Vohra

A Mechanical Engineer from IIT, Kanpur with Post
Graduate Diploma in Management with specialization
in HR, he had worked in diverse areas like HR Policies,
Manpower Planning, HRD/OD Interventions, Performance
Management, Employee Engagement Initiatives and IR
Management.

L

ieutenant General Raj Mohan
Vohra, a 1971 war hero, died
of Covid-19. He was 88. Lt
Gen. Vohra, who was known
among friends and colleagues as
“Googie” Vohra was an Army
officer who was awarded the
Maha Vir Chakra, India’s secondhighest military honor, for his
role in the 1971 India-Pakistan
war. He was part of the first batch
of the National Defence Academy, then the joint services
wing of the Indian Military Academy, that started its
training in 1949.
Among military historians and colleagues, Lt Gen. Vohra
is described as a daredevil on the battlefield as well as an
officer who “took care of his men”.
Commissioned into the Army in 1952, Vohra came from a
family where the military was almost a way of life. All his
brothers served in the Army and were all cavalry officers.
In 1960-61, Vohra was a member of the Indian contingent
that served in the Congo as part of a United Nations
peacekeeping operation meant to prevent a civil war after
the country’s independence from Belgium. In 1965, he
participated in the India-Pakistan war in the Punjab sector.
Vohra served in the Scinde Horse regiment in the initial
years of his career, and later commanded 4th Horse, a
decorated tank regiment that played an active role in the
Battle of the Basantar River in 1971. It was for his role in
this battle that he was awarded the Maha Vir Chakra and
his regiment the Basantar battle honor.

Atul Srivastava

S

teel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) director
Atul Srivastava has passed away.
According to SAIL’s official
statement, “Atul was tested for
COVID-19 and found ‘Corona
negative‘.
“He assumed the charge of
Director (Personnel) at SAIL
on March 12, 2018. In his longstanding career spanning more
than 35 years at SAIL, he had served in the Human
Resources department of the company, while working at
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Steel Authority of India Limited is an Indian state-owned
steel making company based in New Delhi, India. It is a
public sector undertaking, and operated by the Government
of India with an annual turnover of INR 66,267 Crore for
the fiscal year 2018-19. Incorporated on 24 January 1974,
SAIL has 69,808 employees.

Sushant Singh Rajput

B

ollywood Actor Sushant
Singh Rajput has passed
away. He made his Bollywood
debut with the 2013 movie “Kai
Po Che!” and was renowned for
his role in 2016 hit MS Dhoni:
The Untold Story. He earned
massive fame with a TV show
“Pavitra Rishta” and made a
successful transition to films.
Sushant Singh Rajput also acted
in various other Bollywood movies namely PK, Raabta,
Kedarnath, and Sonchiriya. The talented actor was loved
for his performances on the small screen as well as in
movies. His last movie was "Chhichhore", which was
released in 2019.
He is born in the eastern state of Bihar. Rajput dropped out
the course of engineering to pursue a career in acting and
dance.
His Bollywood breakthrough came in the 2013 film Kai
Po Che, which won acclaim at the Berlin film festival. The
actor's last film was Chhichhore, which was released last
year.
Sushant Singh Rajput was an Indian actor. Rajput started
his career with television serials. His debut show was
Star Plus's romantic drama Kis Desh Mein Hai Meraa
Dil, followed by a starring role in Zee TV's popular show
Pavitra Rishta.

Balbir Singh Dosanjh

T

hree-time Olympic champion and one of the greatest
ever hockey players, Balbir Singh Dosanjh has passed
away. He was a part of a three-time Olympic gold medalwinning Indian hockey team, i.e. in the London Olympics

The UK's "historic" new strategy for visas and immigration, which is pitched as a points-based
system established on skills rather than the country of origin, returned to the House of Commons.

OBITUARY
(1948),
Helsinki
Olympics
(1952), and Melbourne Olympics
(1956). In the 1956 Olympics,
he was the captain of the Indian
team that won the gold medal
after defeating Pakistan in the
finals.
Balbir Singh Dosanjh was the only
Indian among 16 legends who
were chosen by the International
Olympic Committee across
modern Olympic history. He has also an unbeaten record
of scoring most goals by an individual in the men’s hockey
final of the Olympics, under his name.
A key member of the Indian side at the Olympics from
1948-1956, Balbir Singh was also the captain and is
considered one of the best center-forwards of all times.
He was also the manager of the only World Cup-winning
Indian side in 1975, the first sportsperson to be awarded the
Padma Shri (1957), and the lone Indian and hockey player
to be included in the IOC’s "Olympic Icons”,
In 2006, he was named the best Sikh hockey player but
he refused to accept the award, calling it secular. He also
said that he does not want to join the players on the basis
of religion, but later he accepted that this would promote
Indian hockey.
In 1982, he was named the best player of the century in a
newspaper and in 2015 he was awarded with an award of
Major Dhyanchand Life Time Achievement.

Shyamala Bhave

C

lassical musician Shyamala G. Bhave, who was well
versed in both the Hindustani and the Carnatic styles
and earned the title ‘Ubhayagana Vidushi’, passed away in
Bengaluru. She was 79.

Born on March 14, 1941, in
Bengaluru to a musical family,
she was one of the early
practitioners of the Hindustani
style in the city and also taught
hundreds of students at her school,
Saraswati Sangeet Vidyalaya at
Seshadripuram.
She was having an equal
command over Hindustani as
well as Carnatic music. She
had also composed music in India’s first Sanskrit
serial titled “Kadambari”. She had also served at the
Karnataka Sangeeta Nrithya Academy from 1997 to
2001.
The renowned vocalist was honored with the title of
“Ubhaya Gaana Vidushi (expert in both styles)” and also
composed music for some films, including the first Sanskrit
film “Adi Shankaracharya”. She was also the recipient of
the Karnataka Rajyotsava Award.
Her father, late Govind Vitthal Bhave, trained her
in Hindustani music, while she was tutored in the
Karnatic stream by noted vocalists A Subbaraya and B
Doreswamy.
Her mother Lakshmi Bhave was also a classical vocalist.
Shyamala Bhave won a music competition when she was
six years gold and started giving music performances when
she turned 12.
She was bestowed with the title of ‘Ubhaya Gaana Vidushi
(expert in both styles)’ by Sir M Visvesvaraya, the 19th
Diwan of Mysore.
Bhave was the daughter of Pandit Govind Vittal Bhave,
who sang and played multiple instruments and vocalist
Lakshmi Bhave.

Walt Disney Co’s top streaming executive, Kevin Mayer appointed as TikTok Chief
Executive Officer from June 1.
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Burning Topics of the Month
PM Modi applies Rs 1,500
crore balm to cyclonescarred Bengal, Odisha.

Cabinet approves MSP for
14 kharif crops; farmers to
get 50-83% more than cost.

IIT-Hyderabad researchers
claim to have developed
COVID-19 test kit that can
deliver results within 20 minutes.

& Many More...
PM Modi applies Rs 1,500 crore balm
to cyclone-scarred Bengal, Odisha

P

23 May' 20

rime Minister
Narendra
M o d i
announced an interim
assistance of Rs
1,500 crore for West
Bengal and Odisha
after reviewing the
situation
caused
by cyclone 'Amphan' that claimed 80 lives, lay waste
to standing crops in thousands of hectares, and ruined
infrastructure.
Modi reviewed the situation in West Bengal and Odisha
with chief ministers Mamata Banerjee and Naveen Patnaik,
two days after the cyclone, the worst in years, devastated
their states.
The prime minister announced an interim assistance of Rs
1,000 crore for West Bengal, already battling a surge in
COVID-19 cases and deaths, besides an influx of migrant
labourers, after a review meeting with Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar and Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, and the
state's top officials.
Banerjee, however, insisted that the state had sufferred
losses of over Rs 1 lakh crore for which it needed to be
compensated.
The prime minister undertook an aerial survey of the
vast swamp that many districts have turned into, after the
cyclone dumped copious rain and the accompanying winds
flattened homes, bludgeoned massive trees to the ground
like matchsticks, and plunged city after city into darkness.
After undertaking an aerial survey of the affected areas
with Dhankhar and Banerjee, and holding a review meeting

20

MICA AUGUST 2020

with them and top officials, Modi announced an interim
relief of Rs 1,000 crore for the state where 80 people have
so far lost their lives in the carnage wrought
by the cyclone.
Modi also announced an ex-gratia of Rs 2
lakh to the families of each of those killed
and Rs 50,000 for the injured.

Indian National Olympiad: IAPT
Announces Dates for Junior And
Senior Science Exams
25 May' 20

T

he Indian Association of Physics Teachers (IAPT)
has announced the dates for examinations and events
for National Standard Examination in Physics
(NSEP), National Standard Examination in Chemistry
(NSEC), National Standard Examination in Biology
(NSEB), National Standard Examination in Astronomy
(NSEA) and National Standard Examination in Junior
Science (NSEJS).
The registration starts from August 1. The last date for
registration is August 20. The candidates can be enrolled
between August 1 to September 14. The last date for
payment of fee by the centre in-charge through center login
is September 16. The students who are not able to find a
registered center can enroll directly with IAPT on the link
"direct enrollment". Such candidates can enroll themselves
between September 10 to 16. The dates of examination
for senior science or NSEP, NSEC, NSEB, NSEA is
November 22, 2020. The dates of examination for junior
science (NSEJS) is November 29, 2020. The marks will
be displayed on December 22. The list of candidates of MI
and above MAS will be announced on December 26.
To satisfy appropriate eligibility criteria in NSEP, the
candidates must score more than 50 percent of the average
of the top ten scores. This is the Minimum Admissible
Score (MAS). If they score more than 80 percent of the

Chinese President Xi Jinping said that his government will provide $2 billion over two
years to help the countries most affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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above-mentioned average, they are selected
for Indian National Physics Olympiad. This
score is the Merit Index (MI).
The final list of selected candidates for
Indian National Olympiad (INO) will be
released on December 30.

NHAI to develop 57 stretches as
model national highways

P

31 May' 20

lans are afoot
to
develop
57 highway
stretches near each
state capital to serve
as model national
highways, an NHAI
official said. These
stretches total to
1,735 kms across the country.
These model stretches will also serve as a platform
to instruct the highway engineers of the country,
including state PWD engineers. "These model
stretches will have all the required safety and aesthetic
features like road signs, road markings, road furniture
and safety items, proper junctions and entry/ exit," the
official added.
Other features include functional drains, pedestrian
facilities, street lighting, plantation and landscaping,
elegant toll plazas, user facilities and wayside amenities,
CCTV cameras at all vulnerable locations, no black spots
to avoid accidents and ecofriendly measures. With all
these features, the stretch will look like a perfect textbook
version of a model road.
Some of the NH sections identified for development
as model stretches are Dausa to Jaipur; Jalandhar to
Amritsar; Srinagar to Banihal; Varanasi Ring Road;
Chennai Bypass, Madhya Pradesh-Maharashtra border
to Nagpur including Nagpur Bypass; and Brahmputra
Bridge to Guwahati.
NHAI has issued policy guidelines to help
its regional officers (ROs)/ project directors
(PDs) identify and plan the development of
model stretches and complete the activity in
a timely manner.

Champions: PM Modi launches tech
platform for MSMEs
01 June' 20

P

rime Minister
Narendra
Modi launched
a
portal
named
Champions.gov.in.
The CHAMPIONS
(Creation
and
H a r m o n i o u s
Application
of
Modern Process for Increasing the Output and National
Strength) portal is for the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sector. It will focus on grievance
redressal, exploiting entrepreneurial talent and exploring
new business opportunities.
The CHAMPIONS portal will help small scale units of
MSMEs to make them champions. It is the first portal of
which has been linked with the main centralized Public
Grievance Redressal and Monitoring System (CP Grams)
of the Government of India.
This will speed up the system of redressal of complaints.
Portals have been equipped with artificial intelligence, data
analytics and machine learning. By this, their problems will
be solved without the complaint of the traders.
Problems such as lack of capital, shortage of manpower,
necessary permissions during the corona virus epidemic
can be tackled through this portal. For this, a control room
has been set up in the office of the MSME Secretary here.
Apart from this, 68 local control rooms have been set up
in various states across the country which are connected to
the portal.
With the launch of this portal, all the officials have been
given clear instructions that no file (application) should
be with them for more than 72 hours. The
portal will also inform MSMEs about other
new opportunities, including manufacturing
of medical devices like personal protective
apparel (PPE), masks.

Cabinet approves MSP for 14 kharif
crops; farmers to get 50-83% more
than cost
01 June' 20

T

he central government has increased the MSP of 14
kharif crops. The decision was taken in a cabinet
meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
This was the first meeting of the second year of Modi
government 2.0. Union Agriculture Minister Narendra

The Kerala government has started free distribution of grocery kits to families from the
non-priority Above Poverty Line (APL) category as part of COVID-19 relief.
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Singh Tomar gave
information
about
the MSP in the
press
conference.
Tomar said that
in the lockdown
implemented
due
to Corona crisis,
PM Modi's priority
was poor and farmers. During this time, the government
has made big decisions for the farmers. The Government
is fulfilling the promise of keeping the minimum support
price (MSP) one and a half times the cost of the crop.
Under this, the MSP of 14 kharif crops has been increased.
Now farmers will get 50-83% more cost.
These farmers are new announcements
1. Kisan Credit Card for Farmers
2. The minimum support price for 14 kh
Farmers will get more time till Au arif crops increased by
50- 83%
3. Now gust to pay their debt
Agriculture Minister has informed that in 2020-21
increased the MSP of paddy in 1868 per
quintal, Rs. Similarly, the MSP of jowar has
been increased by 50% to Rs 2620 / quintal,
millet-Rs 2150 / quintal and MSP of ragi,
moong, groundnut, soybean, sesame and
cotton.

COVID-19 testing laboratory
inaugurated in Jorhat
02 June' 20

A

COVID-19
t e s t i n g
laboratory
has been established
in the Jorhat campus
of the North East
Institute of Science
and
Technology
(NEIST).
The lab was inaugurated by Himanta Biswa Sarma,
Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Assam.
The Director of CSIR-NEIST, Dr G. Narahari Sastry,
described this momentous event as an important milestone
in the annals of CSIR-NEIST history.
Appreciating the fact that NEIST is the first research and
development institute in Assam to open up a testing facility,
Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma congratulated the scientists
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and staff of the institute for making it happen. Dr Sastry
mentioned that a team of 10 scientists of the institute are
actively involved in isolation of RNA from the virus besides
40 other staff members are acting as a support system.
The institute’s Biotechnology Division is playing a pivotal
role in carrying out RT-PCR-based COVID-19 testing.
Besides, the Govt. of Assam and the district administration
of Jorhat are actively cooperating and facilitating the efforts
put in by the institute.
A microbiologist from the Department of Health and
Family Welfare, Govt. of Assam has been engaged with
the institute’s COVID-19 testing laboratory to certify the
testing.
The samples for the testing are expected to
be obtained in coordination with the state
government and the district administration
of Jorhat. The institute has also contractually
engaged a project scientist and a research
scholar for the testing purpose.

Pregnant wild elephant dies in
Kerala after cracker filled pineapple
explodes in her mouth
03 June' 20

A

pregnant wild elephant in Kerala’s Silent Valley
Forest fell victim to an act of human cruelty after
a pineapple filled with powerful crackers offered
by a man exploded in her mouth when she chomped on
it, a senior forest officer said. “Her jaw was broken and
she was unable to eat after she chewed the pineapple and it
exploded in her mouth. It is certain that she was offered the
pineapple filled with crackers to eliminate her,” Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) and Chief Wildlife
Warden Surendrakumar told.
Mr. Surendrakumar said the elephant died at Velliyar River
in Malappuram district on May 27. The Forest Department
has since clarified that the crime took place in Palakkad. The
post-mortem revealed that the pachyderm was pregnant. “I
have directed the forest officials to nab the culprit. We will
punish him for ‘hunting’ the elephant,” he said. The issue
of the pachyderm’s tragic death came to light after Mohan
Krishnan, a forest officer, posted an emotional note on his
Facebook page, narrating the death of the elephant in the
waters of the Velliyar River.
“When we saw her she was standing in the river, with her
head dipped in the water. She had a sixth
sense that she was going to die. She took
the Jalasamadhi in the river in a standing
position,” Mr. Krishnan, who was deputed to
bring the elephant back to the shore, wrote.

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot initiated 'Indira Priyadarshini Baby Kit' distribution program amid
coronavirus pandemic.
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CSIR-CMERI developed new
indigenous ventilator
04 June' 20

T

he
CSIRC e n t r a l
Mechanical
Engineering
Research
Institute
(CMERI), Durgapur,
has developed a
mechanical ventilator
with
indigenous
technology which can be used for the treatment of COVID-19
patients and those experiencing breathing difficulty.
Portability and cost-effectiveness are the two most important
features of the product, a senior official of the institute said.
The mechanical ventilator developed by the institute will
cost around Rs 90,000-1,00,000.
A ventilator is a device which works as an assistive oxygen
supply support system when normal functioning of the lungs
is disrupted owing to some infection.
Elaborating on the device, Director CSIR-CMERI,
Durgapur, Professor (Dr.) Harish Hirani said, "Its bellow
design, controllers and embedded electronics have all been
customised to ensure price efficacy as well as meeting
the requirement of relevant industries. The ventilator has
undergone multiple technical and design changes after
adopting critical feedbacks from healthcare professionals
of Health World Hospital and Vivekananda Hospital,
Durgapur."
The device will be further upgraded to meet the requirements
of other patients, he said.
The mechanical ventilator was unveiled on June 3 after
clinical trials at two hospitals.
Steadily the approach of the institute will be
to harness Artificial Intelligence capabilities
to automate the functioning of the mechanical
ventilator, so that the device automatically
responds to fluctuating variables of a patient,
he said.

Fit India and MHRD launch special
films to promote indigenous sports of
India
05 June' 20

T

he Human Resource Development (MHRD) and
Sports Ministry have collaborated to produce a
series of special films promoting 10 indigenous
sports of India. The 'Department of School Education

and Literacy' under
MHRD has joined
hands with sports
ministry's flagship
programme
'Fit
India' under the 'Ek
Bharat,
Shrestha
Bharat' initiative.
The series is aimed
at creating awareness about not just the indigenous games
but also the culture and heritage of the states to which they
belong.
The 10 sports to be covered in the series are Kho-kho, Gatka,
Kalaripayttu, Mallakhamb, Thang-Ta, Sqay, Kabaddi, Roll
Ball, Tug of War and Shooting Ball.
The indigenous sports of India cover a mix of very old sports,
for example, Kalaripayattu, and some as recent as Roll Ball
which has gained a lot of popularity and is now played in at
least 50 countries.
The 10 episodes can be watched from Monday to Friday -June 8 to June 19 -- at 11am, on the Fit India YouTube page
and MHRD digital platforms.
Speaking about the unique initiative, Union Minister of
Youth and Sports, Kiren Rijiju said, "Indigenous Games are
a focus area for the Sports Ministry. There are scholarships
for athletes of these games and there is a growing interest
among youngsters to pursue these sports.
"However, there is a need to mass base these
sports, just like other sporting disciplines.
This initiative, in association with MHRD, is
an attempt to reach out to young Indians and
showcase the rich heritage of our indigenous
games," Rijiju added.

President promulgates ordinances for
agriculture market reforms

P

06 June' 20

resident Ram
Nath Kovind
promulgated
the ordinances for
major agricultural
reforms which aim
to give freedom to
the farmers to sell
their
agriculture
produce anywhere in the country and pave the way

The Indian Railways' most powerful 12000 HP Made in India locomotive made its maiden
commercial run between Deen Dayal Upadhaya and Shivpur stations in Uttar Pradesh.
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for contract farming. The Union Cabinet had cleared
Farmers'' Produce Trade and Commerce Promotion
&amp; Facilitation Ordinance 2020 and Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price
Assurance and Farm Services Ordinance 2020 which
were notified.
Apart from these two key reforms, the amendment of
essential goods act has also been given approval following
which the agriculture commodities like onion, potatoes,
oilseed, edible oil and cereals have been removed from the
list of essential commodities. After the announcement of
the landmark decisions by the Government for reforms in
the agricultural sector for raising the income of the farmers
as part of the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, the President
has promulgated the two ordinances with the aim of giving
a boost to rural India for farmers engaged in agriculture and
allied activities, said the Union Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare in a statement.
He stressed the need for their continued support in the
development and growth of the agriculture sector in the
new reformed environment.
When the whole ecosystem of agriculture and its allied
activities was tested during the COVID-19 crises, it
reconfirmed the necessity for the Central
Government to speed up the reform process
and to come up with a national legal
facilitative ecosystem to improve intra-state
and interstate trade of agriculture produce,
said Agriculture Ministry.

CSIR and Atal Innovation Mission sign
a Letter of Intent to Foster Innovation
in the Country
06 June' 20

C

SIR a premier R&D organization with focus on
science and technology that enables innovationdriven industry and nurture transdisciplinary
leadership has come together with Atal Innovation
Mission (AIM), a GoIflagship initiative to promote a
culture of innovation and entrepreneurship have come
together to collaborate in areas of mutual interest. Towards
promoting innovation in the country in various sectors, a
letter of intent was signed between the two organizations,
in presence of Dr Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairperson, Niti
Aayog, Amitabh Kant, CEO of Niti Aayog and Dr Shekhar
C Mande, DG CSIR and other senior officials from both
the organizations.
Major areas of mutual interest, among others include:
## Supporting world class start-ups through CSIR
Incubators under Atal Innovation mission initiatives
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and jointly work on new models of innovation,
including setting up of CSIR Innovation Parks
## Stimulating innovation and research in the MSME
industry by CSIR in collaboration with ARISE. In
this context, while ARISE initiative of AIM, works
to stimulate innovation and research in the MSME
industry, CSIR has been working very closely with
MSME.
## Creating problem solving mind-set across schools
in India through close cooperation between Atal
Tinkering Labs and Jigyasa. There is natural synergy
between Atal Tinkering Laboratories that have been
working to foster curiosity, creativity and imagination
in young minds and CSIRs ´JIGYASA’ a StudentScientist connect program where in >3 lakhs students
across the country have been exposed to science and
technology.
## The joint initiatives and collaboration
will
be
implemented
through
development of Work Plans, which
describe specifically the activities to be
carried out under this collaboration.

IIT-Hyderabad researchers claim to
have developed COVID-19 test kit
that can deliver results within 20
minutes
06 June' 20

A

research team
of the Indian
Institute
of
Technology
(IIT),
Hyderabad,
has
claimed
to
have developed a
testing kit than can
detect
Covid-19
infection within 20 minutes. The researchers claimed that
the alternative test method is not based on the Reverse
Transcription Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) -- the
method currently used for Covid-19 testing, media reports
said.
They said the testing would cost around Rs 550, which
could get reduced to Rs 350 if produced in bulk.
The team has filed for a patent for the test kit and sent a
model to ICMR for approval. The team has conducted
clinical trials at ESIC Medical College and Hospital in
Hyderabad and sought approval from the Indian Council
for Medical Research (ICMR). The uniqueness of this

Dilip Oommen, CEO, Arcelor Mittal Nippon Steel India (AM/NS India) has taken over as
President of the Indian Steel Association (ISA).

NATIONAL
test kit is that it functions sans the Reverse Transcription
Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR)," Shiv Govind
Singh, professor at IIT-Hyderabad's Electrical Engineering
department, told PTI.
"The low-cost test kit is easy to carry and tests can be done
at point of care. The testing method used is an alternative to
the currently used method. We identified a unique sequence
of conserved regions of Covid-19 genome," Singh, who led
the three-member team, said.
IIT-Hyderabad is the second academic institution in the
country after IIT-Delhi to come up with a testing kit for
novel coronavirus.
IIT-Delhi has already obtained the ICMR’s approval for a
real-time PCR-based diagnostic assay.
It had claimed that the current testing
methods were "probe-based" while the one
developed by its students was a "probefree" method, which reduces the testing
cost without compromising accuracy.

BS-VI compliant vehicles to display
07 June' 20
green sticker

T

he Government has mandated a one cm green
sticker, providing registration details, in all BS-VI
compliant motor vehicles.

The order will come into force from October 1, 2020.
“Vehicles complying with BS-VI emission norms shall
have 1 cm green strip at the top in the third registration
plate,” as per a notification issued by the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways.
The order was issued amending the Motor Vehicles (High
Security Registration Plates) order, 2018.
This HSRP or third number plate will be fitted on the inside
of the windshield of each new manufactured vehicle by the
manufacturers.
The third number plate will also have colour coding for
the fuel used in the vehicle. The colour coding is done in
order to detect polluting vehicles from the non-polluting
ones.
A Road Transport and Highways Ministry official said it
has been brought-forth that the BS-VI emission standards,
which have been mandated from April 1, 2020, provide for
strict emission norms, and requests were to made to have
distinct identification for such vehicles as is being made in
other countries.
“Accordingly, a feature in form of a unique strip of green
colour of 1 cm wide on top of the existing third registration

sticker for the purpose of BS-VI vehicles of
any fuel type i.e -- for petrol or CNG, which
have a light blue colour sticker and a diesel
vehicle which is of orange colour sticker -will have a green strip of 1 CM on top has
been mandated,” he said.

Gujarat, TN, Maharashtra top in
FSSAI food safety index for 2019-20

G

07 June' 20

ujarat, Tamil
Nadu
and
Maharashtra
have topped an index
that ranked states
ensuring food safety
in 2019-20, Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI). The index ranks states on five parameters of food
safety: human resources and institutional data, compliance,
food testing facility, training and capacity building besides
consumer empowerment.
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra have topped in the list
of larger states on the index. Among the smaller states, Goa
came first followed by Manipur and Meghalaya. Among
Union Territories, Chandigarh, Delhi and Andaman Islands
secured top ranks, FSSAI said in a statement.
This is the second index on food safety, which FSSAI
released on the occasion of World Food Safety Day with
the theme "Food Safety is everyone's business" that was
dedicated to those in the supply chain who have ensured
the uninterrupted availability of safe food during this
COVID-19 pandemic. Health Secretary Preeti Sudan
said the food safety index is an excellent incentive to
create a sense of competition among states to improve
food safety.
On this occasion, FSSAI also released an e-handbook on
"Eat Right during COVID-19" for citizens. It highlights
safe food practices to be followed diligently and tips on
health and nutrition. The food regulator has taken a series
of steps to facilitate uninterrupted supply of safe food by
the food industry during this pandemic.
An updated detailed guidance note 'Food Hygiene and
Safety Guidelines for Food Businesses
during the COVID-19 pandemic' was
released. FSSAI Chairperson Rita Teaotia
and new CEO Arun Singhal were also
present at the webinar.

Govinda Rajulu Chintala has been appointed the chairman of the National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD).
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Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurates
Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
Bench at Jammu, Tribunal to provide
speedy relief to employees of J&K
and Ladakh
08 June' 20

U

n i o n
Minister
of
State
for
Development
of North Eastern
Region (Independent
Charge),
Prime
Minister's
Office,
Personnel,
Public
Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr.
Jitendra Singh, through Video Conferencing, Central
Administrative Tribunal for Union Territories of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh (CAT ) Inaugurated the 18th
bench. After the inauguration, Dr. Jitendra Singh said
that the establishment of CAT Bench of Jammu to deal
exclusively with service related matters of government
employees will not only reduce the burden of various
courts and thus enable those courts to expedite other cases
More time will be given to the government employees
who come under the administrative tribunal, they will also
get quick relief in respect of their complaints and service
matters. He said that the Modi government is committed
to transparency and "justice for all" (justice for all) and
people-friendly reforms made during the last six years have
benefited the entire country including the people of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh. He said that since the abolition
of Articles 370 and 35A on 5 August 2019 for the benefit
of the people of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, more
than 800 central laws have been applied to
Jammu and Kashmir which were not there
before and, now there People are taking the
same rights as other people of the country.
Dr. Jitendra Singh hoped that about 30,000
pending cases would be resolved in a time
bound and prudent manner.

India and Denmark have signed an
MoU for developing cooperation in
the power sector
08 June' 20

D

enmark and India signed Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) that aims at developing
a deep, strong, and long-term cooperation in the
power sector. The memorandum was signed between
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Denmark’s Ministry
of Energy, Utilities
and Climate, and
India’s
Power
Ministry.
As per the power
ministry statement,
the MoU was signed
by the Denmark
Ambassador, Freddy Svane, and Secretary (Power) Sanjiv
Nandan Sahai. The Joint Working Group (JWG) will also
be established under MoU.
The Indian electricity market will be benefitted from
cooperation with Denmark. The Indian government
will also take necessary steps to promote and encourage
technical and strategic cooperation in the power sector for
the mutual benefit in the areas identified through MoU.
The MoU signed between two countries will provide
collaboration in areas such as long term energy planning,
offshore wind, flexibility in the grid, forecasting,
consolidation of grid codes to operate and integrate
efficiently variable generation options, variability in
renewable energy production, incentivize power plant
flexibility, flexibility in the power purchase agreement, etc.
The Joint Working group (JWG) established under MoU will
be co-chaired by Joint Secretary level officials. It will report
to a Steering committee that will be jointly chaired by the
Secretary level officer from both the side. In April 2019, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi chaired Union Cabinet had given its
approval for a Cooperation Agreement between Ministry for
Energy, Utilities and Climate of Denmark
and Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
in India on the strategic sector cooperation in
the renewable energy field along with a focus
on offshore wind energy.

Uttar Pradesh govt. clears ordinance
10 June' 20
to prevent cow slaughter

T

o
protect
cows
and
prevent their
slaughter, the Uttar
Pradesh government
approved a draft
ordinance, providing
a maximum rigorous
imprisonment
of
10 years and a fine
up to `5 lakh. For the first offence, a person can be given

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has decided to cover landless agro-labourers
under the second phase of the ''Rajiv Gandhi Kisaan Nyay Yojana''.
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a rigorous punishment of one to seven years with a fine
ranging from `1 lakh to `3 lakh. For the second offence,
the person can be given a 10-year rigorous imprisonment
with a fine up to `5 lakh, a statement said.
The State cabinet cleared the draft of the Uttar Pradesh
Cabinet Cow Slaughter Prevention (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2020 at a meeting chaired by Chief Minister
Yogi Aditynath here.
In case of the illegal transportation of cows and other
bovines, the driver, operator and the owner of the vehicle
shall be charged under the new Act, unless proven that the
transportation was done without the owner’s knowledge by
someone else for committing the crime.
According to the statement, if someone puts the life of
a cow in danger by not providing food and water with
the intention of endangering its life, one-year rigorous
imprisonment may be awarded, which may extend to seven
years for the first offence. Additionally, a fine of `1 lakh
may be imposed, which may be extended to `3 lakh.
The Uttar Pradesh Prevention of Cow
Slaughter Act, 1955 was implemented in
the state on January 6, 1956. The Act was
amended in 1958, 1961, 1979 and 2002.
The rules were amended in 1964 and 1979.

PM Modi delivered the inaugural
address of the 95th annual plenary
session of the Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC)
11 June' 20

P

rime Minister
Narendra Modi
is delivering
the inaugural address
on the occasion
of the 95th annual
plenary session of
Indian Chamber of
Commerce
(ICC).
PM Modi’s address is taking place via video conferencing.
The prime minister delivered the inaugural address on the
occasion the 125th anniversary of Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII). During the session, PM Modi said that India
is on the path to regaining economic growth as the country
enters the phase of ‘Unlock-1’ to gradually lift Covid-19
lockdown measure and boost economic activity.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to deliver the inaugural
address on the occasion of 95th annual plenary session of
Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC).
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The prime minister said he has immense confidence in
India’s crisis management capability and in the talent of the
country’s farmers, entrepreneurs and the many MSMEs.
“We will get our economy back,” the prime minister said.
He emphasised the significance of virtual events in the age
of coronavirus. The prime minister pointed at the need to
manufacture products which are ‘Made in India’ but are
‘Made for the World’.
He also lauded India’s efforts in fighting the Covid-19
battle and said that India took timely action in a timely
manner while coronavirus was spreading
across the globe. He had said that Indian
industries should take advantage of the
trust developed towards India as the
world is looking for a trusted and reliable
partner.

Lonar lake water in Maharashtra
11 June' 20
turns Pink

T

he
colour
of water in
Maharashtra's
Lonar lake, formed
after a meteorite
hit the Earth some
50,000 years ago, has
changed to pink with
experts
attributing
it to the salinity and
presence of algae in the water body.
Located around 500 km from Mumbai, the Lonar lake in
Buldhana district is a popular tourist hub and also attracts
scientists from all over the world. Of late, the change
in colour of water of the lake, having a mean diameter
of 1.2 km, has not only surprised locals, but also nature
enthusiasts and scientists. Experts say this is not the first
time that the colour change has happened, but this time
it is more glaring. The lake, which is a notified national
geo-heritage monument has saline water with a pH of 10.5,
Gajanan Kharat, member of the Lonar lake conservation
and development committee, told.
"There are algae in the water body. The salinity and algae
can be responsible for this change," he said. "There is no
oxygen below one meter of the lake's water surface. There
is an example of a lake in Iran, where water becomes
reddish due to an increase in salinity," he
noted. Gajanan Kharat said the level of
water in the Lonar lake is currently low as
compared to the few past years and there is
no rain to pour fresh water in it.

Swiss firm Zurich Airport International AG has got security clearance from the Centre for
developing Jewar airport in western Uttar Pradesh.
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Indo-China border row: 20 soldiers
killed in violent clash with Chinese
Army in Galwan Valley
16 June' 20

T

wenty Indian personnel, including a Colonel, were
killed in violent clashes with Chinese along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh, in what
is possibly the worst incident between the two countries
in decades. The clashes came amidst a “de-escalation”
process in the Galwan area that was started, after a month
long standoff between troops at several points along the
LAC in Ladakh and Sikkim.
“Indian and Chinese troops have disengaged at the Galwan
area where they had earlier clashed on the night of June
15/16 June. Seventeen Indian troops who were critically
injured in the line of duty at the standoff location and
exposed to sub-zero temperatures in the high altitude terrain
have succumbed to their injuries, taking the total that were
killed in action to 20,” the Army said in a statement.
During the day talks were held at the Major General-level
in the Galwan area at Patrolling Point 14 to defuse the
tensions. While faceoffs and standoffs keep occurring on
the LAC and even stone throwing and fistfights between troops due to differences in
perception on the alignment, there has been
no instance of firing on the 3,488 km long
LAC since 1975.

Twitter launches dedicated tool to curb
domestic violence in India 17 June' 20

I

n a bid to help
tackle rise in
domestic violence
during the social
distancing
times
in India, Twitter
launched a dedicated
search prompt to
serve information and
updates from authoritative sources around domestic violence.
Twitter has partnered with the Ministry of Women and
Child Development the National Commission for Women
in India to expand its efforts towards women. The search
prompt will be available on iOS, Android and on mobile.
twitter.com in India, in both English and Hindi languages,
the company said in a statement. Data shows that since the
outbreak of Covid-19, violence against women and girls
has intensified in India and across the globe. Every time
someone searches for certain keywords associated with
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the issue of domestic violence, a prompt will direct them
to the relevant information and sources of help available on
Twitter. The feature will be reviewed at regular intervals by
the Twitter team to ensure that all related keywords generate
the proactive search prompt, said the company. Violence
against women and girls across Asia Pacific is pervasive but
at the same time widely under reported.
"In fact, in many countries in our region, the number is even
greater, with as many as 2 out of 3 women
in some countries reporting experiences
of violence," added Melissa Alvarado, UN
Women Asia Pacific Regional Manager on
Ending Violence against Women.

Dr Harsh Vardhan Launched India’s
1st I-Lab, a DBT – AMTZ Mobile
Diagnostic Unit for Covid Testing

U

20 June' 20

nion Science and Technology Minister Harsh
Vardhan launched a mobile laboratory for
coronavirus testing which can be deployed in rural
areas and help in promoting last-mile testing. The mobile lab,
also called I-Lab or Infectious Diseases Diagnostics Lab, can
run 50 RT-PCR and about 200 ELISA tests in a day. A double
set of machines can help increase the capacity to about 500
tests per day in 8 hours shift, Vardhan said. The Department
of Biotechnology (DBT) under the Ministry of Science and
Technology along with the Andhra Pradesh Med-tech Zone
(AMTZ) has initiated DBT-AMTZ COMManD (COVID-19
Medtech Manufacturing Development) consortia to address
the shortage of critical healthcare technologies in India and
move progressively towards a stage of self-sufficiency.
AMTZ is Asia's first medical equipment manufacturing
ecosystem, uniquely dedicated for medical technology and
supported by various ministries.
The mobile testing lab is an outcome of this initiative. “This
mobile testing facility will be deployed through the DBT testing
hubs to remote regions of the country for coronavirus testing,”
the minister said. There are now over 20 hubs in the country
with 100 testing laboratories and these have tested more than
2,60,000 samples. Vardhan added that there are 953 testing
laboratories in all corners of the country at present. “In the near
future with all these collective and cooperative efforts, India
will achieve self-sufficiency in healthcare technologies leading
towards ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat',” he said.
DBT Secretary Renu Swarup said through
the concerted efforts of Indian scientists, the
country has achieved a capacity of producing
over 5 lakh testing kits per day, exceeding the
target of having one lakh test kits by May 31.

Walmart-owned Flipkart has partnered with retail store chain, Vishal Mega Mart for home delivery
of essential items in 26 cities in the country, including Delhi-NCR, Bengaluru and Kolkata.
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Burning Topics of the Month
Uttar Pradesh govt. clears
ordinance to prevent cow
slaughter.

Lonar lake water in
Maharashtra turns Pink.

R. Sreelekha, the first
woman IPS officer in
Kerala, set to be the State’s
first woman 27.

& Many More...
Manipur’s “Khudol” listed among the
top 10 global initiatives
26 May' 20

T

he
United
N a t i o n s
SecretaryGeneral’s
Envoy
on Youth has listed
Manipur’s Khudol
(gift) among the top
10 global initiatives
for an inclusive fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic.
Khudol is a crowdfunded initiative of Ya_All, an Imphalbased NGO that had created India’s first transgender
football team. The initiative entails ensuring food,
health and hygiene of the LGBTQI+ community,
people living with HIV, daily-wage earners, children
and adolescents.
“Mobilising a network of 100 volunteers, they have
provided around 2,000 families and individuals with over
1,000 health kits, 6,500 sanitary pads and 1,500 condoms,”
said Jayathma Wickramanayake of Sri Lanka, the UN
Envoy on Youth.
Ms. Wickramanayake also acknowledged Ya_All, which
was founded in 2017, for organising mental health
workshops and founding Meitram, the first co-working and
networking space owned and run by queer individuals in
India.
“The acknowledgement by the UN wing is a huge
encouragement for strengthening our work toward more
inclusiveness. We have been reaching out to the vulnerable
sections offline and online from the last 50 days,” Ya_All’s
founder Sadam Hanjabam .

Manipur has also been more accommodative to the
transgender community than other States during the
COVID-19 pandemic lockdown, ensuring that they were
not put into quarantine centres for men.
Ya_All created a model of an inclusive safe space for
transgender returnees. The organisation teamed up with the
local Thangmeiband United Club and Imphal West district
administration to set provide separate
rooms and toilets for transgender persons
besides a ramp for the differently-abled at a
quarantine centre in Imphal’s DM College
of Teacher’s Education.

R. Sreelekha, the first woman IPS
officer in Kerala, set to be the State’s
first woman
27 May' 20

A

DGP
R.
Sreelekha
is all set
to become the first
woman
Director
General of Police
in Kerala as she
assumes charge as
the new head of the
Fire and Rescue Services on June 1.
A cabinet meeting decided to elevate Sreelekha and Road
Safety Commissioner Shankar Reddy as DGPs as two
DGPs—A. Hemachandran and Jacob Thomas--are set to
retire .
Presently, Sreelekha is the State Transport Commissioner.
She had got the DGP status two years ago, but the Centre
allowed only four DGPs for Kerala.

Nepal’s Cabinet has endorsed a new political map showing Lipulekh, Kalapani and
Limpiyadhura under its territory, amidst a border dispute with India.
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A 1988 batch IPS officer, Sreelekha became the first woman
Superintendent of Police in Kerala in 1991 and since then,
has had a glittering career.
She has served as an ASP in Thrissur and Cherthala and
as SP in Thrissur, Pathanamthitta and Alappuzha. She has
worked for four years in the Kochi unit of the Central
Bureau of Investigation.
She is a recipient of the president’s police medal for her
work with the Vigilance and Anti-Corruption Bureau.
Sreelekha has also served as the managing director of
Rubber Marketing Federation, Kerala State
Construction Corporation and Road and
Bridge Development Corporation.
She is slated to retire from service in
December this year.

Flipkart signs MoU with Karnataka
Mango Board to support mango
farmers
28 May' 20

F

lipkart
and
Karnataka
State Mango
D e p a r t m e n t
and
Marketing
Corporation signed
a
memorandum
of
understanding
(MoU),
enabling
mango farmers sell their fresh produce online through the
Flipkart platform.
This mango season, consumers would have access to various
varieties of the fruit across the districts of Bengaluru urban,
Kolar, Haveri, Hubballi-Dharwad and Belgaum, Flipkart
said in a press release.
Under the MoU, the farmers would be provided market
access to consumers, creating a potential revenue stream
during these testing times.

"By coming together with the Mango Board, the government
of Karnataka and the Indian Post Office, we are extending
our capabilities to support the farmer community and also
have consumers enjoy the mango season - something which
they look forward to each year," Flipkart Chief Corporate
Affairs Officer Rajneesh Kumar said.
"This partnership brings out the true potential of
e-commerce and we are glad to play a key role in uplifting
the community and helping in increasing farmer's income,"
Kumar said.
Consumers can place orders on Flipkart's
platform for several varieties of mangoes,
including Alphonso, Badami, Apoos,
Banganpalli, Kesar, Neelam, Himam
Pasand, Sendur and Mallika, in batches of
3 kg.

Madhya Pradesh government starts
"Rozgar Setu" scheme for skilled
workers
30 May' 20

M

a d h y a
Pradesh
C h i e f
Minister,
Shivraj
Singh Chouhan has
announced the launch
of the ‘Rozgar Setu’
scheme. This scheme
would help to secure
employment for skilled workers who have returned to
the state in the COVID-19 situation. The government
of Madhya Pradesh launched a portal "Madhya
Pradesh Rojgaar Setu Portal" for the unemployed
migrants to register and find jobs in the field related
to their skills.

Flipkart said it would provide its marketplace platform to
the Mango Board Farmer Producer Organisations/ sellers,
growers and traders by enroling them on the platform.

The 'Rozgar Setu' scheme to provide work to the maximum
number of returned skilled workers. After such workers
requiring employment are identified, the government will
contact factory and workshop owners and contractors
overseeing infrastructure projects such as road and bridge
construction.

The company would further provide training and capacitybuilding of how to use the app and other user interfaces,
the release said, adding that along with the Mango Board,
Indian Post Offices would function as the last- mile delivery
operation partners during this season.

In the ongoing financial year, the scheme will cover
10,553 revenue villages of 10 districts such as Morena,
Sheopur and Bhopal in the first phase. The budgeted
expenditure in realising the scheme is `97.97 crore in
three years.
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The Dublin Marathon, which was due to take place on October 25, has been called off due
to COVID-19 pandemic.

STATE
Surveys will be conducted in three phases. First, the
government will launch an awareness drive and organise
gram sabhas to inform villagers about it. Second, a survey
will be undertaken using drones to map land and conducting
a door-to-door verification. Third, claims
and objections will be registered and
resolved after which land records will be
given. Workers with a permanent resident of
Madhya Pradesh is eligible for this scheme.

Rajasthan Goverment launches "Raj
Kaushal Portal"
09 June' 20

R

aj
Kaushal
Portal
and
O n l i n e
Shramik Employment
Exchange has been
launched by the
Rajasthan Goverment.
The portal has been
developed by the
department of Information and Technology (IT) and Rajasthan
Skill & Livelihoods Development Corporation (RSLDC).
The “Raj Kaushal Portal” aims to improve availability of
opportunities for the migrated workers and hence acts as a
bridge between industry and labourers.
The portal aims to overcome the labour shortage faced by
the industries by making it easier for the workers to get
employment who are suffering from livelihood losses. The
“Online Shramik Employment Exchange” comprises of
data of over 12 lakh migrant workers including registered
workers of planning offices and building and other
construction boards. It also contains data of more than 53
lakh workers and manpower trained in RSLDC and ITI.
The DOIT department is a technical facilitator in this. So
far, data of 11 lakh employers and 52 lakh laborers has been
collected, the specialty of Rajkaushal portal is that it is
useful for both entrepreneurs and job seekers. On the portal,
22 lakh building builders workers, 12 lakh youth registered
in employment offices, one lakh 50 thousand children from
ITI, 3 lakh 50 thousand skill development trained and more
than 13 lakh migrant laborers, districtbar,
skillbar details have been made available.
Chief Minister of Rajasthan is Ashok
Gehlot and Governor of Rajasthan is Kalraj
Mishra.

Andhra Pradesh launches online
waste exchange website "APEMC"

O

09 June' 20

n
the
occasion
of
World
Environment
Day,
Andhra
Pradesh
Chief
Minister
YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy
announced
the launch of online
waste exchange website of Andhra Pradesh Environmental
Management Corporation (APEMC).
Andhra Pradesh has become the first state in India
to launch a worthless exchange
website. Through this platform, the
state government strives to protect the
environment by accessing 100% safe
disposal of toxic waste, proper tracking,
investigation and audit of waste.

Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh inaugurates "Plant Health
09 June' 20
Clinic"

M

anipur
C h i e f
Minister
N Biren Singh has
started
a
"Plant
Health Clinic" in
Imphal's Directorate
of Horticulture and
Soil
Conservation.
The motive behind opening the clinic is to improve the
economic growth of Manipur through agriculture and
horticulture. Along with the clinic, the chief minister also
launched a mobile soil testing laboratory van.
The Governor of Manipur is Najma
Heptulla. Keibul Lamjao National Park
is a beautiful place, which is located in
Bishnupur district of Manipur state. The
world's only floating park is located in
North East India, and is an integral part of
Loktak Lake.

India has contributed $2 million to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for
Palestine Refugees to support the agency's core programmes amid the coronavirus crisis.
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Punjab government launches mobile
App “Ghar Ghar Nigrani”

G

12 June' 20

har
Ghar
Nigrani
m o b i l e
application has been
launched by the
Punjab government
to
check
the
community spread
of COVID-19 in the
state of Punjab. Under this initiative, state will undertake
house to house surveillance in the state, covering the entire
rural and urban population of Punjab above 30 years of age
and will also cover persons below the age of 30 having
co-morbidity or Influenza like Severe Acute Respiratory
Illness until the elimination of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The survey would collect full medical details, including
co-morbidities of a person, if any. Apart from this, the
survey shall give direction to all state health programmes
by providing ideas for MIS-based monitoring.
The survey is currently under way in 518 villages and 47
urban wards. Around 4.88 per cent persons have been found
to be hypertensive, 2.23 per cent diabetic, 0.14 per cent
having kidney disease, 0.64 per cent with heart disease,
0.13 per cent TB and 0.13 per cent cancer.
The mobile application “Ghar Ghar
Nigrani”, developed and designed in-house
by the Health Department, will act as a tool
for early detection as well as testing of the
people for the novel coronavirus in order to
prevent its community spread.

Odisha becomes 1st state to get ISO
certifiaction for tribal hostels

O

13 June' 20

disha has become the first state in the country
to receive ISO certification for hostels meant
for tribal students. The ST & SC Welfare
Department has launched the ‘Mission Suvidya’ project
to provide all the tribal hostels of the state uniform
standards of infrastructure, amenities and human
resources.
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In the first phase,
hostels of Keonjhar
and
Sambalpur
districts were taken
up for assessment.
Out of 156 hostels
of Keonjhar, 60
were
selected
for
intensive
interventions. In March, the audit team for certification
visited 32 hostels of Keonjhar and 12 of Sambalpur
for final assessment. All the 44 hostels cleared
the assessment parameters and were awarded ISO
certification.
Mission Suvidya has launched in December 2019, it
aims to improve the quality of basic facilities in the SC
(Scheduled Castes), and ST (Scheduled Tribes) hostels like
safe building, functional toilets, safe drinking water, proper
kitchen and dining, safety, security, health,
hygiene, and food provisions for students.
Capital of Odisha is Bhubaneswar. Chief
Minister of Odisha isNaveen Patnaik.
Governor of Odisha is Ganeshi Lal.

Raja Parba festival celebrated in
Odisha
17 June' 20

R

aja
Parba
festival
celebrated in
Odisha. It is a 3-days
unique festival in
which the onset of
monsoon and the
earth’s womanhood
is celebrated by the
state. It is believed that during this time the Mother Earth
or Bhudevi undergoes menstruation. The fourth day is the
day of the ‘purification bath’.
While celebrating Raja Parba festival, people of Odisha
suspends all agricultural works such as ploughing, sowing
for three days as a mark of respect towards the earth during
her menstruation days. These three days are namely: Raja
Sankranti, the first day of the Ashara month is celebrated
on the day prior to the Sankranti, i.e. Pahili Raja, the day of
Sankranti, and the day after, known as Bhu Daha or ‘Basi
Raja.

In a major development, Kotak Mahindra Bank (Kotak) announced the introduction of Video
KYC to open a full-fledged Kotak 811 savings account – a first in Indian banking.

STATE
Raja Parba or Mithuna Sankranti is a three-day-long
festival celebrated in Odisha, India. The second day of the
festival signifies beginning of the solar month of Mithuna
from, which the season of rains starts. It falls in mid June,
the first day is called Pahili Raja, second day is Mithuna
Sankranti, third day is Bhu daaha or Basi Raja. The final
fourth day is called Vasumati snana, in which the ladies
bath the grinding stone as a symbol of
Bhumi with turmeric paste and adore with
flower, sindoor etc.
Chief Minister of Odisha is Naveen Patnaik
and Governor of Odisha is Ganeshi Lal.

UP becomes top state to provide
employment under MGNREGA

U

17 June' 20

ttar Pradesh
has become
the
top
state in India to
provide employment
to
the
workers
under the Mahatma
Gandhi
National
Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGA).
According to the data released, 57 lakh 12975 workers got
employment is around 57 thousand village panchayats of
the state which is 18% of the total work generated under the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) in the country. The state government has
generated 7.93 crore man-days and the government will
provide jobs to 10 lakh more workers.
Mahatma Gandhi Employment Guarantee Act 2005 (or,
NREGA No 42, later renamed as the "Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act", MGNREGA),
is an Indian labour law and social security measure that
aims to guarantee the 'right to work'. This act was passed
in September 2005 under the UPA government of Prime
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

It aims to enhance livelihood security in
rural areas by providing at least 100 days
of wage employment in a financial year
to every household whose adult members
volunteer to do unskilled manual work.
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh: Yogi Aditya Nath;
Governor: Anandiben Patel.

Manipur celebrated 19th Great June
20 June' 20
Uprising Day

T

he
19th
Great June
Uprising
Day was observed
on 18th June at
Kekrupat, Manipur.
The day is being
observed every year
on 18 June to pay
tribute and respect to 18 persons who lost their lives in
June, 2001 to protect the territorial integrity of Manipur.
On the occasion, family members of the 18 martyrs
and leaders of some organisations paid floral tribute &
respect to 18 persons at Kekrupat, Manipur.
In June 2001, the Union government signed the amended
ceasefire agreement with the NSCN (IM) and inserted the
words “without territorial limits”, following which people
came out in streets to protest and there was arson at many
places. To control the uprising, security personnels resorted
to firing leading to death of 18 persons.
Manipur is a state in northeastern India, with the city of
Imphal as its capital. It is bounded by the Indian states
of Nagaland to the north; Mizoram and Myanmar to the
south, Assam to the west, Myanmar lies to its east. The
state covers an area of 22,327 square kilometres and has
a population of almost 3 million. Manipur has been at the
crossroads of Asian economic and cultural
exchange for more than 2,500 years. Chief
Minister of Manipur is N. Biren Singh
and Governor of the Manipur is Najma
Heptulla.

Union Cabinet has approved additional funding of up to Rs. three lakh crore through
introduction of Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS).
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Burning Topics of the Month
City of Wuhan, has imposed
a ban on wildlife trade and
consumption for five years.

China's high altitude
India imposes anti-dumping
unmanned helicopter drone
duty on Malaysian calculators
for Tibet makes maiden test
for 5 yrs.
flight.

& Many More...
City of Wuhan, has imposed a ban
on wildlife trade and consumption for
five years
21 May' 20

T

he
World
H e a l t h
Organization
(WHO) said China's
Wuhan
market
played an important
role in spreading the
Covid-19 infection
last year. However,
the organization said that we will have to explain this in
more detail now. The corona virus is believed to have
originated in Wuhan, China. In November last year, the
first case of Covid-19 infection was found in the meat
market here.
Chinese authorities decided to close the market in January
to stop the spread of the virus and ordered a temporary ban
on the trade and consumption of wildlife. The organization
said it is clear that Wuhan's market played a role in the
spread of the infection, but what kind it is not yet clear.
US Secretary Mike Ponpies said that there is complete
evidence that the virus of Covid-19 is spread from a lab
in Wuhan. However, German intelligence reports have
raised doubts over Ponpio's charge. There is no evidence
that Covid-19 is spread by any lab. Scientists in Wuhan had
said that it spread naturally.
Peter Benn did not respond to the allegations. He said it
took researchers a year to identify the camels as the source
of the MERS (Middle East Respiratory Syndrome) virus.
It is not too late to identify the source of the corona virus.
Peter Ben said that Corona belongs to a group of viruses
that have originated in both animals and infections, but
research on how this spread to humans remains to be seen.
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The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized
agency of the United Nations responsible for international
public health. The WHO Constitution, which establishes
the agency's governing structure and principles, states
its main objective as "the attainment by all peoples of
the highest possible level of health." It is headquartered
in Geneva, Switzerland, with six semiautonomous regional offices and 150 field
offices worldwide.
The WHO was established by constitution
on 7 April 1948, which is commemorated
as World Health Day.

China's high altitude unmanned
helicopter drone for Tibet makes
maiden test flight
25 May' 20

C

hina's first unmanned helicopter drone, AR500C
unmanned helicopter, made its maiden flight at
an AVIC base in Poyang in East China's Jiangxi
Province. The drone was developed by the state-owned
Aviation Industry Corporation of China (AVIC).
The AR500C unmanned helicopter, which has the ability
to relay communication from a high altitude, could help
safeguard China's southwestern borders with India in Tibet,
the state-run Global Times reported. The Global Times report
on 24th May, 2020 said the AR500C, China's first unmanned
helicopter designed to fly in plateau areas, can take off at an
elevation of 5,000 metres and has a ceiling of 6,700 metres. It
has an endurance of five hours, maximum speed of 170 km an
hour and a maximum take-off weight of 500 kg.
The Chinese military already operates the Z-8G, China's
first large transport helicopter with a focus on plateau
operations. It can take off from 4,500 metres above sea
level and has a ceiling of more than 6,000 metres and lift
troops and supplies to high-altitude areas, it said.

Union Government has launched scheme for 100 per cent solarization of Konark Sun Temple
and Konark town in Odisha.

INTERNATIONAL
AR500C unmanned helicopter:
## The helicopter has been designed in plateau areas and
capable of firing and conducting reconnaissance from
a high altitude.
## It could be deployed along the country's borders with
India.
## China's first unmanned helicopter can take off at an
elevation of 5,000 metres and has a ceiling of 6,700
metres.
## The drone has an endurance of 5 hours, a maximum
speed of 170 km an hour, and a maximum take-off
weight of 500 kg.
## The helicopter has the ability to relay
communication from a high altitude.
## The helicopter will help safeguard
China's southwestern borders with
India in Tibet.

The World Bank pledged to provide
USD 188 mn to Pakistan to address
the risks relating to various issues

T

02 June' 20

he
World
Bank pledged
a loan of
$ 18.8 million to
Pakistan to address
the risks associated
with environmental
degradation, climate
change. The World
Bank said that it will provide technical support as well as
funding for efforts to restore ecology and improve disaster
management. For this, steps will be taken like releasing the
weather forecast on time and achieving the green economic
growth targets.
The Ministry of Climate Change has given this information
in a statement. World Bank Country Director Elango
Pachamuthu said that these new initiatives will help in
bringing Pakistan's climate and disaster management
capabilities to a new height. This work will be done by
further improving the bilateral relations between the
Government of Pakistan and the World Bank
The World Bank is an international financial institution
that provides loans and grants to the governments
of poorer countries for the purpose of pursuing
capital projects.It comprises two institutions: the

International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development (IBRD), and the
International Development Association
(IDA). The World Bank is a component
of the World Bank Group.

India and Australia announced a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
and Maritime Cooperation after the
04 June' 20
virtual summit

T

he first virtual
s u m m i t
m e e t i n g
between the two
countries, led by the
Prime Ministers of
India and Australia,
was historic in many
respects. Australia's
Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi have escalated the relationship between the two
countries into a comprehensive strategic partnership. Both
countries have signed a very important Mutual Logistics
Support Agreement (MLSM), which will now allow their
armies to use each other's military bases and other facilities.
Not only this, India and Australia have also issued a
manifesto with the aim of making the Indo-Pacific region
an equal opportunity for all countries. After the meeting,
Secretary (East) in the Ministry of External Affairs, Vijay
Thakur Singh said that there was no talk on
China but the agreement between the two
countries and the comments made by Modi
and Morrison between the meeting is clear
that both countries Which country is the
common concern.

India imposes anti-dumping duty on
Malaysian calculators for 5 yrs

I

06 June' 20

ndia has imposed anti-dumping duty on imports of from
Malaysia for five years with a view to guard domestic
players from cheap imports from that country. After
conducting a probe, the commerce ministry's investigation
arm Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) had
recommended anti-dumping duty on electronic calculators
from Malaysia. "The anti-dumping duty imposed (USD
0.92 per piece) shall be effective for a period of five years
(unless revoked, amended or superseded earlier)," the
department of revenue has said in a notification.

Union Cabinet has given its ex-post facto approval for the Jammu and Kashmir (Adaptation of
State Laws) Second Order, 2020 issued under Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019.
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The DGTR had concluded that the product has been
exported to India from Malaysia below its associated
normal value, which is amounting to dumping and the
domestic industry has suffered material injury due to the
dumping. While DGTR recommends the duty, the finance
ministry will take the final call to impose the same.
The bilateral trade between the countries increased to USD
17.25 billion in 2018-19 from USD 14.71 billion in 201718. In international trade parlance, dumping happens when
a country or a firm exports an item at a price lower than
the price of that product in its domestic market. Dumping
impacts the price of that product in the importing country,
hitting margins and profits of manufacturing firms.
The imposition of anti-dumping duty is permissible under
the World Trade Organization (WTO) regime. India and
Malaysia are members of this Geneva-based multi-lateral
body.
Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR)
Established in 1998 as the Directorate
General of Anti-Dumping & Allied Duties,
it was renamed in 2018 as the Directorate
General of Trade Remedies (DGTR).
DGTR works alongside the Department
of Commerce under the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

India-ASEAN Youth Dialogue 2020
Held Online From June 8-10 Amid
COVID-19 Pandemic
12 June' 20

D

uring the third India-ASEAN youth dialogue
that was held from June 8 to 10, India and the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
pledged to enhance cooperation in ways to effectively and
constructively channelising youthful energy. According
to reports, the dialogue took place online and primarily
revolved around the coronavirus pandemic that has gripped
the world.
The optimal use of ASEAN's growing youthful population
The dialogue established that the revival and reestablishment of Nalanda University in Bihar as a seat of
learning was a big step in the direction towards channelising
youthful energy. The university also offers several
scholarship programs for ASEAN students in a diverse set
field. The dialogue also acknowledged the launching of
1,000 PhD fellowships for ASEAN students at the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs).
the dialogue also highlighted several other youth-centric
initiatives that are currently still in progress, such as
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special Courses for Young ASEAN Diplomats, Exchange
Programmes for Young Farmers', Media Exchange
Programmes and Programmes for Young Parliamentarians.
Some 2,500 youth from ASEAN countries are involved in
these projects.
The Ministry of External Affairs said that the current
ASEAN-India Dialogue was taking forward the legacy of
the previous ASEAN-India Youth summits held in 2017
and 2019 which also provided a much-needed platform for
constructive and impactful dialogue.
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is a regional
intergovernmental organization comprising ten countries
in Southeast Asia, which promotes intergovernmental
cooperation and facilitates economic, political, security,
military, educational, and sociocultural integration among
its members and other countries in Asia.
ASEAN was preceded by an organisation formed on 31
July 1961 called the Association of Southeast Asia (ASA),
a group consisting of Thailand, the Philippines, and the
Federation of Malaya. ASEAN itself was created on 8
August 1967, when the foreign ministers of five countries:
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and
Thailand, signed the ASEAN Declaration.
Motto: "One Vision, One Identity, One
Community"
Anthem: "The ASEAN Way"
Membership 10 states 2 observers

I

India enters elite tech club, joins
Global Partnership on Artificial
Intelligence
16 June' 20

ndia on 16 june 2020 entered the elite club of countries
including USA, UK, EU, Australia, Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Republic
of Korea, Singapore by joining the Global Partnership on
Artificial Intelligence (GPAI or Gee-Pay) as its founding
member.
The GPAI is an international and multi-stakeholder
initiative to guide the responsible development and use
of AI, grounded in human rights, inclusion, diversity,
innovation, and economic growth.
India being a founding member for GPAI will support
the human-centric development and the use of AI. The
initiative will also look to bridge the gap between theory
and practice on AI by supporting research and applied
activities on AI-related priorities. Recently India has also
recently launched National AI Strategy and National AI
Portal to leverage AI across various sectors including

Leading agri-commodity bourse NCDEX will launch the country''s first agri-futures index,
NCDEX AGRIDEX, on May 26.

INTERNATIONAL
education, agriculture, healthcare, e-commerce, finance
and telecommunications.
GPAI will be supported by a secretariat, to be hosted by
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) in Paris, as well as by two Centers of Expertiseone each in Montreal and Paris.
Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI):
## GPAI initiative aims to guide the responsible
development and use of AI across the world.
## The first of its kind initiative aims to evolve a better
understanding of the challenges and opportunities
around AI using the experience and diversity of
participating countries.
## The main objective of the initiative is to bridge the
gap between theory and practice on AI by supporting
cutting-edge research and applied
activities on AI-related priorities.
## Under this initiative experts from civil
society, governments, industry, and
academia will collaborate to promote
the responsible evolution of AI.

India 9th largest recipient of FDI in
2019: UN
17 June' 20

I

ndia
received
USD 51 billion
in
foreign
investment in 2019
and was the world's
9th largest recipient
of foreign direct
investments (FDI) in
2019, according to a
report by the UN's trade body.
The UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
said in a report on 15th June, 2020 that a lower but positive
economic growth in India in the post-COVID19 pandemic
period and India's large market will continue to attract
market-seeking investments to the country.
The World Investment Report 2020 by the UNCTAD said
that India was the 9th largest recipient of FDI in 2019, with
51 billion dollars of inflows during the year, an increase
from the 42 billion dollars of FDI received in 2018, when
India ranked 12 among the top 20 host economies in the
world.
In the "developing Asia" region, India was among the top
five host economies for FDI.

The report said that global FDI flows are forecast to
decrease by up to 40 per cent in 2020, from their 2019
value of USD 1.54 trillion.
This would be for the first time since 2005 that global FDI
falls below the USD 1 trillion mark.
A foreign direct investment (FDI) is an investment in
the form of a controlling ownership in a business in one
country by an entity based in another country. It is thus
distinguished from a foreign portfolio investment by a
notion of direct control.
The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) was established in 1964 as a permanent
intergovernmental body.
UNCTAD is the part of the United Nations Secretariat
dealing with trade, investment, and development issues.
The organization's goals are to: "maximize
the trade, investment and development
opportunities of developing countries and
assist them in their efforts to integrate into
the world economy on an equitable basis".

India 2nd biggest driver of global
energy consumption in 2019: BP
Statistical Review
17 June' 20

I

ndia was second biggest growth driver of primary
energy consumption in the world, behind China, in
2019 even though it witnessed fall in demand in oil
and coal, according to BP Statistical Review released on
17 June 2020.
Global
primary
energy
consumption
growth
slowed to 1.3 per cent last year, less than half the
rate of growth in 2018 (2.8 per cent), BP said.
The increase in energy consumption was driven by
renewables and natural gas, which together contributed
three quarters of the expansion. All fuels grew at a slower
rate than their 10-year averages, apart from nuclear.
"By country, China was by far the biggest driver of
energy, accounting for more than three quarters of net
global growth. India and Indonesia were the next largest
contributors to growth, while the US and Germany posted
the largest declines," it said. But the growth in 2019 was
slower than 2018.
World primary energy consumption rose to 583.90 Exajoules
(EJ). India's consumption rose 2.3 per cent
to 34.06 EJ. The growth was lower than 5.2
per cent in 2018. In absolute terms, India's
energy consumption was only behind that of
China (141.70 EJ) and US (94.65 EJ).

Cabinet gave its ex-post facto approval to the 'Atma Nirbhar Bharat' Package for allocation
of foodgrains from Central Pool to approximately eight crore migrants.
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Burning Topics of the Month
Airtel Payments Bank,
Mastercard tie up for
payment solutions for
farmers, SMEs.

The Ministry of Finance
has said that around 42
crore poor people received
financial assistance of Rs
53,248 crore.

IRDAI has asked insurers
not to grant loan renewals
or enhancements if the
borrowers do not get the
LEI code.

& Many More...
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) repo rate
and the reverse repo rate to 4 per
cent and 3.35 per cent respectively

T

22 May' 20

he Reserve
Bank
of
India (RBI)
has reduced the
repo rate by 0.40
percent.
With
this, the repo rate
has come down
to 4 percent. The
central bank has
also reduced the reverse repo rate by 0.40 per cent to
3.35 per cent. The central bank has given another three
months relief to repay the loan EMI. In this way, the
relief of repaying the loan installment has been granted
for six months. RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das gave
this information.
The RBI governor said that in view of the situation arising
out of Covid-19, a decision was taken to hold the meeting
of the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) ahead of time.
Earlier this meeting was to be held in the first week of June.
He said that in the MPC meeting, five of the six members
voted in favor of a cut in the repo rate. Only one member
voted against it.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is India's central
bank, which controls the issue and supply of the Indian
rupee. RBI is the regulator of the entire Banking in
India. RBI plays an important part in the
Development Strategy of the Government
of India.
RBI was set up in 1935 under the Reserve
Bank of India Act, 1934.
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RITES has signed an agreement for
acquiring 24 per cent stake in IRSDC
for Rs 48 crore
23 May' 20

I

nfrastructure
consultant
and
engineering
company
RITES
has tied up for the
acquisition of a 24
percent stake in
the Indian Railway
Station Development
Corporation (IRSDC) for Rs 48 crore. The company has
entered into a shareholder agreement to take a 24 percent
stake in IRSDC for Rs 48 crore.
The Rail Land Development Authority and IRCON
International will be the other equity partners in it. RITES
have said that it has started operations at most of its offices
and project sites after the lockdown on Corona virus was
relaxed.
The public sector Miniratna company said that during the
lockdown period, it completed negotiations with CFM
Mozambique to extend the export agreement to Rs 700
crore.
Apart from this, it has also completed the rail electrification
project in 188 RKM Vijaypur-Pachor Road-Maxi section in
Madhya Pradesh. RITES chairman and managing director
Rajiv Mehrotra said that during the lockdown, the company
focused funds on major business deals such as exports
to Africa, completion of shareholder
agreements with IRSDC.
He said that we have started most of our
operations under the guidelines issued by
the government.

India and Bangladesh added five more ports of call that would augment bilateral trade and
provide stimulus to the economic development of the new locations and their hinterland.
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Airtel Payments Bank, Mastercard tie
up for payment solutions for farmers,
SMEs
26 May' 20

A

i r t e l
Payments
Bank
has
partnered
with
Mastercard to build
customised solutions
for payments such
as tap-and-pay NFC,
credit facility and
other neighbourhood banking services for farmers and
SMEs.
The companies aim to cater to underbanked spectrum of
users and enable digital adoption via the partnership.
“The collaboration aims at building a digital platform
which provides farmers with knowledge about advanced
farming techniques and connection to marketplaces, while
simultaneously enabling them to receive payments directly
in their Airtel Payments Bank account,” the company said
in a statement.
“These solutions will enable them to access a larger market
base, receive payments easily into their bank accounts,
safeguard their money against risks associated with cash
and get easy access to credit,” Porush Singh, Division
President, South Asia, Mastercard said.
Airtel Payments Bank is a public limited company with
its headquarters in New Delhi, India. The company is a
subsidiary of Bharti Airtel. It is the first company in India
to receive a payments bank license from the Reserve Bank
of India and it became the first live payments bank in the
country. On April 11, 2016 the Reserve Bank of India issued
the license under Section 22 (1) of Banking Regulation Act,
1949 to Airtel Payments Bank
Mastercard Incorporated is an American
multinational financial services corporation
headquartered
in
the
Mastercard
International Global Headquarters in
Purchase, New York, United States.

ADB approves USD 177 mn loan for
road projects in Maharashtra

T

28 May' 20

he Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed a USD 177
million loan to upgrade 450 km of state highways and
major district roads in Maharashtra. The projects would

improve connectivity
to national highways,
interstate
roads,
seaports,
airports,
rail hubs, district
headquarters,
industrial
areas,
enterprise clusters and
agricultural areas.
"The project will improve connectivity between rural areas
and urban centres in the state enabling rural communities
to better access markets, employment opportunities and
services.
"Improved mobility will expand development and
livelihood opportunities outside of the state's major
urban centres to second-tier cities and towns thus
reducing income disparities," Sameer Kumar Khare,
Additional Secretary (Fund Bank and ADB), Department
of Economic Affairs in the Ministry of Finance said.
The project will also focus on training the Maharashtra
Public Works Department project staff to build their
capacity in climate change adaptation and disaster resilient
features in road design, road maintenance planning and
road safety, the release said.
"The project will also strengthen road safety measures
by developing a road safety audit framework that
will protect vulnerable groups such as the elderly,
women, and children, following the international
best
practice,"
Kenichi
Yokoyama
Country
Director of ADB's India Resident Mission said.
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is
a regional development bank established
on 19 December 1966, which is
headquartered in the Ortigas Center
located in the city of Mandaluyong,
Metro Manila, Philippines.

The Union Cabinet approved for
Standard Short Term loans upto Rs.3
lakh advanced for agriculture and
allied activities by banks

T

01 June' 20

he Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi has approved the extension of
time limit for repayment of short term loans up to
three lakh rupees from the bank for agriculture and allied
activities. This concession is granted for loans to be repaid
from 1 March 2020 to 31 August 2020. These loans can now
be repaid by 31 August 2020. Despite extending the loan

The Union Cabinet extended the Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY), a social
security scheme for senior citizens, for three years till March 2023.
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repayment
period,
the interest rebate of
2 percent to the banks
on these loans and the
three percent rebate
to the farmers on
timely repayment of
the loan will continue
unchanged.

Under the PM Garib Kalyan package till June 2, Rs 16,394
crore has been paid to 8.19 crore beneficiaries as the first
advance installment under the PM-Kisan scheme. At the
same time, 20,344 crore rupees were transferred to Mahila
Jan Dhan account holders in two installments. Apart from
this, 2,814.5 crore rupees were given in two installments to
2.81 crore elderly, widows and PwDs. Apart from this, 2.3
crore construction workers also got financial support of Rs
4,312.82 crore.

By extending the repayment date of standard short-term
loans up to Rs 3 lakh given by banks for agricultural and
allied activities, payable between 1 March 2020 and 31
August 2020, to farmers by 4 August, annually Such a loan
will be able to be repaid or renewed for an extended period
up to 31 August 2020 without any penalty from the interest
rate. Under this, banks will continue to get the benefit of 2
percent interest subsidy (IS) and 3 percent PRI for farmers.
Not only this, farmers will not have to visit the bank again
and again to avail this facility in the current times of
Covid-19 epidemic.

So far, 36 states and union territories have raised 101 lakh
tonnes of food grains for April. A total of 36.693 lakh tonnes
of food grains were distributed in these 36 states and union
territories for the month of April and 73.86 crore people
benefited from this. In May, 32.92 lakh tonnes of food
grains were distributed among 65.85 crore beneficiaries
in 35 states and union territories. At the same time, 3.58
lakh tonnes of food grains have been distributed among
7.16 crore beneficiaries in 17 states and union territories
for June.

The government provides short-term agricultural loans to
farmers through banks. Banks are given an interest rebate
of 2 percent on these loans. Farmers get
an additional 3 percent discount on timely
repayment of loans. In this way, farmers get
the facility of loan at an interest rate of four
percent per annum on repayment of loans
up to three lakh on time.

The Ministry of Finance has said
that around 42 crore poor people
received financial assistance of Rs
53,248 crore
03 June' 20

U

nder
the
Pradhan
Mantri Garib
Kalyan
Package
(PMGKP), financial
assistance of Rs
53,248 crore has been
provided to about
42 crore poor. The
Central Government announced a Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Yojana worth Rs 1.70 lakh crore on March 26 to
provide relief to the vulnerable sections of the coronavirus
epidemic. This includes providing free food grains to the
poor, free LPG cylinders under the Ujjwala scheme, cash
transfers to women Jan Dhan account holders, elderly,
farmers and others.
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5.06 lakh tonnes of pulses have been sent to states and
union territories. Out of this, 1.91 lakh tonnes of pulses
have been distributed to 17.9 crore families out of total
19.4 crore beneficiary families. Apart from this, 9.25 crore
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana LPG cylinders have been
booked and 8.58 crore cylinders have been allocated to the
beneficiaries.
According to the Finance Ministry, 16.1 lakh members
of the Employees Provident Fund Organization (EPFO)
have availed online withdrawal from the EPFO account.
Under this, 4,725 crore beneficiaries
withdrew from their account. Apart from
this, 24 percent EPF contribution was also
deposited in the EPF account of 59.23 lakh
employees. A total of 895.09 crores has
been added to the account.

IRDAI has asked insurers not to grant
loan renewals or enhancements if
the borrowers do not get the LEI code

I

06 June' 20

n s u r a n c e
Regulatory and
Development
Authority of India
(IRDAI) has asked
insurance companies
not to issue loan
renewal or promotion
if the borrower does

Reliance Industries-owned Nowfloats announced its foray into tele-medicine vertical with
initial target to bring 1 lakh doctors on board in the next 3-4 months.
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not obtain the LEI code from Legal Entity Identifier India
Limited.
IRDAI has asked insurance companies in a circular to
accept the Code of Legal Integrity Identifier (LEI) by or
before 31 July 2020.
IRDAI has also asked insurance companies to advise their
corporate borrowers with an exposure of Rs 50 crore or
more to acquire and provide LEI code by or before June
30, 2020.
The Insurance Regulatory of India has further stated that
borrowers who do not acquire MEI code should not be
issued loan renewal or promotion and new loans should not
be sanctioned without the LEI code.
The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) is an autonomous, statutory body tasked
with regulating and promoting the insurance and reinsurance industries in India. It was constituted by the
Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority Act, 1999, an Act of Parliament
passed by the Government of India. The
agency's headquarters are in Hyderabad,
Telangana, where it moved from Delhi in
2001.

Sebi barred Greencrest Financial
Services, two of its executive directors
and 15 others for three years

S

07 June' 20

ebi said in
an order that
during
the
period of the ban,
transactions
of
existing securities,
including units of
mutual funds held
by them, would be
stopped. As per the order, apart from GreenCast Financial
Services Limited, Prem Lata Nahar, Shyam Kanhaiyalal
Vyas, Raj Kumar Sharma, Sarita Pradeep Bisa, Pushpal
Chandra, Ravi Shankar Mishra, Meena Chandra, Sanjay
Kumar Chandra, Pushpa Asulal Bisa, Dilip Kumar Mandal,
Preity Kothari , Sunil Parikh, Aditya Parikh, Gulistan
Commerce Private Limited, PS IT Infrastructure Services
Limited, JMD Sounds Limited and Ravindra Kumar Grover
are banned from the capital market.

SEBI had investigated the trading in shares of GreenCrest
Financial Services from March 2012 to July 2015. SEBI
said that the methods of trade adopted by these bodies
clearly shows the poor intention of raising the price of
shares through artificial and manipulative transactions.
Investigations revealed that the buyer units continued to
place large quantities of orders in the opening hours of
the business and the seller bodies continued to match the
rates offered by the buyer bodies in the closing hours of
the business.
However the seller bodies continued to issue shares
in small amounts. This led to the price of shares being
artificially raised. It was also found that large orders were
placed even after important positive information about
the financial affairs of the company was not available
in the public way and information about large number
of shares was not available. Actually the buyer bodies
were receiving funds from the bodies associated with the
company.
SEBI observed that Sunil Parikh and Aditya Parikh were
executive directors of GreenCrest Financial Services and
as such they undoubtedly were involved
in conducting the affairs of the company
during the relevant period. SEBI said that
by engaging in such activities, these bodies
have violated the provisions of PFUTP (ban
on fraud and unfair trade practices).

The government hiked import duty
on bamboo to 25 per cent

T

09 June' 20

h
e
government
increased
the import duty
on bamboo from
10 percent to 25
percent. The aim
is to encourage
agarbatti companies
to increase the use of domestic bamboo. The Central
Indirect Taxes and Customs Board (CBIC) said in a tweet,
"The import duty on bamboo imported by incense sticks
manufacturers has been increased from 10 percent to 25
percent with immediate effect. The aim is to encourage
them to use domestic bamboo to create a self-reliant
India."
According to the order, importing bamboo from anyone
including traders will attract an import duty of 25 percent

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar announced the government will pay interest
of education loans taken by students for three months.
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at the same rate. This step will provide benefits to local
bamboo farmers. Also, micro, small and medium scale
industries (MSMEs) engaged in agarbatti production will
also benefit, as earlier only big agarbatti manufacturers
were able to import bamboo at low prices. The decision
to increase the duty on bamboo has come into force with
immediate effect.
National Bamboo Mission approved by the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) on 25-042018. The Mission envisages promoting holistic growth
of bamboo sector by adopting area-based,regionally
differentiated strategy and to increase the area under
bamboo cultivation and marketing.
Under the Mission, steps have been taken to increase the
availability of quality planting material by supporting the
setting up of new nurseries and strengthening of existing
ones. To address forward integration, the Mission is taking
steps to strengthen marketing of bamboo
products,especially those of handicraft
items.
National Bamboo Mission come under the
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
Government of India.

HDFC Ergo & Tech firm Tropogo
Jointly Launches India’s 1st ‘pay as
you fly’ Insurance For Drones

I

15 June' 20

n an industryfirst
initiative,
the third largest
private sector general
insurer HDFC Ergo
on 15 Jun2020 tied
up with tech firm
Tropogo to offer
commercial
drone
owners and operators third-party liability cover for property
damages and physical injuries from the flying machines.
This policy will be offered on-demand to customers on a
'pay as you fly' concept, the insurer said in a statement.
Ritesh Kumar, the managing director of HDFC Ergo
General Insurance said as "drones are being used in outdoor
commercial activities, operational mistakes and equipment
failures may cause damages to third parties. Considering
this we are launching this cover under our aviation
insurance, which is a first in the industry, to safeguard
drone owners and pilots from any third-party liability while
flying a drone commercially."
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Why this cover needed?
Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) or drones are
increasingly being considered or actively used by the
state government and the central government in the war
against coronavirus (covid-19) in the epidemic as it
proving to be very efficient to deliver essential materials
like medicines & used for public surveillance, crowd
tracking.
Despite the benefits offered by drones to their commercial
users, the protection of third-party assets is still
unanswered. To meet this need, the new policy has been
introduced.
HDFC
A subsidiary of the Housing Development Finance
Corporation, HDFC Bank was incorporated in 1994, with
its registered office in Mumbai, Maharashtra, India. Its
first corporate office and a full-service branch at Sandoz
House, Worli were inaugurated by the then Union Finance
Minister, Manmohan Singh.
About HDFC ERGO General Insurance Company
Ltd:
MD & CEO– Mr. Ritesh Kumar
Headquarters- Mumbai, Maharashtra
About TropoGo Limited:
Headquarters– South glamorgan, United
Kingdom
Founder– Sandipan Sen

ICICI HFC rolls out SARAL housing
loans starting from 7.98%

I

18 June' 20

CICI
Home
Finance
has
rolled out an
Affordable Housing
Loan
scheme,
‘SARAL’, to benefit
urban and rural areas
with sections from
economically weaker
backgrounds. The product is crafted to fund homes for
women, lower and middle income group customers and
caters to the funding needs of those with household income
less than Rs 6 lakh annually.
The Housing Finance subsidiary of ICICI Bank has
mandated women ownership in rural areas of the country
for a household income of Rs 3 lakhs to Rs 6 lakhs, thereby

Luca Zaia, governor of Veneto, said that the Venice Film Festival, which was due to take
place September 2-12, will be held as planned, reported Variety.

ECONOMY
encouraging women to be homeowners. ICICI HFC is also
offering an interest subsidy of up to Rs 2.67 lakh per house
for SARAL loan applicants valid till the end of this fiscal,
under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY).
Anirudh Kamani, MD & CEO, ICICI Home Finance, said,
“Our SARAL affordable housing loan is a recent addition
to our portfolio in an endeavour to offer customer friendly,
affordable financial solutions to those seeking to buy their
dream homes. We look forward to empowering more
women across the country to transform themselves from
homemakers to homeowners with this loan product.”
About ICICI HFC:
ICICI Bank Limited is an Indian multinational banking and
financial services company with its registered office in Vadodara,
Gujarat and corporate office in Mumbai, Maharashtra.
The parent company was formed in 1955 as a joint-venture of the
World Bank, India's public-sector banks and public-sector insurance
companies to provide project financing to Indian industry.
Headquarters– Mumbai, Maharashtra
Chairman– Anup Bagchi
Managing Director(MD) & Chief
Executive Officer(CEO)– Anirudh Kamani

Saudi wealth fund PIF buys 2.32%
stake in Jio Platforms for Rs 11,367
crore
18 June' 20

R

eliance Industries (RIL) on 18 June said Saudi
Arabia's Public Investment Fund (PIF) will buy
2.32% stake in Jio Platforms for Rs 11,367 crore.

This
investment
values Jio Platforms
at an equity value of
Rs 4.91 lakh crore
and an enterprise
value of Rs 5.16
lakh crore.
With
this
investment, Jio Platforms has raised Rs 115,693.95
crore from leading global investors including Facebook,
Silver Lake, Vista Equity Partners, General Atlantic,
KKR, Mubadala, ADIA, TPG and LCatterton, since
April 2020.
Jio Platforms, a wholly-owned subsidiary of RIL, is a
next-generation technology company focused on providing
high-quality and affordable digital services across India,
with more than 388 million subscribers.
PIF is the sovereign wealth fund of Saudi Arabia and as
part of its mandate to diversify its economy, has made its
largest investment into the Indian economy to-date.
On a consolidated basis, RIL's net profit fell 38.74% to Rs
6,348 crore on 2.5% decline in revenue to Rs 151,209 crore
in Q4 March 2020 over Q4 March 2019.
RIL is India's largest private sector
company. Its activities span hydrocarbon
exploration and production, petroleum
refining and marketing, telecom and digital
services.

Foodtech unicorn Zomato has promoted its CEO for Food Delivery, Mohit Gupta, to the
position of Co-Founder.

AUGUST 2020 MICA

43

NEWS BITES SPORTS
Burning Topics of the Month
Former India players Anju
Jain and Devika Palshikar
were named in the support
staff of the Baroda
women's cricket team.

Belgium on top, India
remain 108th in latest FIFA
rankings.

100 m World Champion
Coleman suspended,
American Farrata runner
made mistake.

& Many More...
Athletic Club Bilbao's veteran striker,
Aritz Aduriz, has announced his
retirement
22 May' 20

V

eteran striker
Aritz Aduriz
of
Spain's
football club Athletic
Bilbao retired from
the
game
with
immediate effect.
The
39-year-old
player said in a
statement, "Sometimes you leave football, football leaves
you."
He told that the doctor has asked him to replace his hip.
Aduriz said in September that he would retire at the end
of this season, but will no longer play the last 11 matches
of the season. Also, he will not be able to play the final of
Copa del Rey.
He said, "Sadly, my body said that enough was enough."
He played 405 matches for the club and scored 172 goals.
Athletic Club, also commonly known as
Athletic Bilbao, is a Spanish professional
football club based in the city of Bilbao in
the Basque Spain.
In 1898, Juan de Astorquia, Luis Astorquia
and other students founded the Athletic
Club, using the English spelling.

Rajeev Mehta convenor and R.K.
Anand remain Chairman of the Legal
Committee of the IOA's
23 May' 20

R

ajiv Mehta, Secretary General of the Indian
Olympic Association (IOA), holds the position
of Convenor of the Legal Committee of the IOA
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while Senior Vice
President RK Anand
remains chairman of
the committee. The
committee has been
formed for 2020-21.
President
of
Indian
Basketball
Federation K.K. Govindaraj, IOA Preparation Committee
Vice Chairman Prem Verma and Games Technical
Committee Chairman Mukesh Kumar have been selected
as members of the committee by IOA Chairman Narendra
Batra.
The IOA has also remade its Youth Commission.
Dushyant Chautala, chairman of the Table Tennis
Federation of India (TTFI), has been elected its
chairman, while Viraj Sagar Das, vice-president of
the Badmindon Association of India (BAI), Namdev
Shirgaonkar, president of Indian Taekwondo, was
elected to the committee along with Chand Singh Takas
and Siddharth Bhanot
The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) is the body
responsible for selecting athletes to represent India at the
Olympic Games, Asian Games and other international
athletic meets and for managing the Indian teams at these
events. It also acts as the Indian Commonwealth Games
Association, responsible for selecting athletes to represent
India at the Commonwealth Games.
the creation of the Indian Olympic Association was related
to India’s participation in the 1920 and 1924 Olympics.
in 1923-24, a provisional All India Olympic Committee
was formed, and the All India Olympic Games (that later
became the National Games of India) were held in Feb
1924.

The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has given its approval for
implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY).

in 1927, the Indian Olympic Association
(IOA), was created at the initiative of Harry
Crowe Buck and Dr. A. G. Noehren.
The present President of IOA is Dr. Narinder
Dhruv Batra.

Bowler Jess Kerr and wicket-keeper
Natalie Dodd offered contracts of
New Zealand women's team

B

02 June' 20

owler
Jess
Kerr
and
wicketkeeper
Natalie Dodd have
been
offered
a
central contract for
the first time for the
2020-21 season by
New Zealand Cricket which includes 17 players from the
women's team.
Dodd made his debut as a young player in 2010 while Kerr
recently played T20 International and ODI against South
Africa.
Both players received development contracts for the 2019–
20 season while Kerr was part of the emerging players
program a year earlier.
Among the last year's contracted players, the contract of
Bernadine Bezuidenhott and Russell Priest has not been
carried forward.
White Ferns (New Zealand Women's Cricket Team) head
coach Bob Carter said Kerr and Dodd were fully entitled
to the deal.
"Both Jess (Kerr) and Natalie (Dodd) have been given a
great opportunity to acknowledge their hard work and
perseverance," he said.
It has been said that this combined business
unit will provide significant possibilities
of better reconciliation and growth in
business.

AFI recommends star javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra for the Rajiv Gandhi
Khel Ratna Award
03 June' 20

SPORTS

T

h
e
Committee of
the Athletics
Federation of India
has recommended
the name of star
javelin
thrower
Neeraj Chopra for
the Khel Ratna Award for the third consecutive time. The
22-year-old Chopra is the only track and field player whose
name has been recommended by AFI. Commonwealth and
Asian Games gold medalist Chopra was given the Arjuna
Award in 2018. His name was also sent for Khel Ratna
that year. Last year too, his name was recommended for
Khel Ratna.
The Athletics Federation of India (AFI) is the apex body
in Athletics in India and is responsible for conducting
Competitions in the country. It was earlier called as Amateur
Athletic Federation of India (AAFI). It is associated with
both Asian Athletics Association (AAA) and International
Association of Athletics Federations.
Athletics Federation of India, then Amateur Athletic
Federation of India (AAFI), was formed in
1946 at the initiative of Prof. G.D. Sondhi
and Maharaja Yadvindra Singh. Prof. G.D.
Sondhi was its first President for a short
while, resigning on 13 April 1950.

Anju Jain and Devika Palshikar were
named in the support staff of the
Baroda women's cricket team

F

05 June' 20

ormer Indian
players Anju
Jain
and
Devika Palshikhar
were included in
the support staff of
the Baroda Women's
Cricket Team. While
Anju Jain will be the batting and wicketkeeping coach,
Devika will play the role of bowling and fielding coach.
Baroda Cricket Association (BCA) secretary Ajit Lele
confirmed this to PTI. The BCA made the appointments

Ministry of Defence has approved procurement of 26 defence items only from local
suppliers to boost Make in India.
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after the decision to sack former Indian player Atul
Bedade from the post of head coach of the team. Anju
Jain has played for India for 12 years and led the Indian
team in the World Cup 2000. She then
joined coaching. She has also been the
coach of Bangladesh women's team. Legspinner Devika has played one Test and
15 ODIs for India.

2022 Women’s Asian Cup will held in
06 June' 20
India

I

ndia has been
awarded
the
hosting rights of
the 2022 Women’s
Asian Cup by the
Asian
Football
Confederation.
The
tournament
will held in India for the second time since 1979. As
hosts, India will get an automatic qualification to the
tournament.
The decision of awarding India the hosting rights
of 2022 Women’s Asian Cup was taken at the AFC
Women’s Football Committee meeting. The tournament
has been expanded from the previous slots of eight
teams to 12 teams. In a letter to the All India Football
Federation, Dato Windsor John, General Secretary,
AFC wrote: "The Committee awarded the hosting
rights of the AFC Women's Asian Cup
2022 Finals to the All India Football
Federation." The tournament will likely
be held in the second half of the year. In
the 1979 edition, India had finished as
runners-up.

The Indian deaf cricket team is set to
take part in the the 'DICC Cricket ODI
World Cup - 2021', scheduled to be
09 June' 20
held in UAE

T

he Indian deaf cricket team will take part in the
DICC Cricket ODI World Cup to be held in UAE
(UAE) from 19 to 29 October 2021. The Indian
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team under the Deaf Cricket Association
of India (IDCA) has been invited by
the Deaf International Cricket Council
(DICC), South Africa to participate in this
tournament.

Belgium on top, India remain 108th
12 June' 20
in latest FIFA rankings

I

ndia
have
maintained their
108th spot in the
latest FIFA world
rankings revealed for
the month of June.
India have 1187
points and have not
lost or gained any.
Belgium has topped (remains) the FIFA Rankings.
## Not many changes were noted in the FIFA ranking as
international matches have been postponed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
## The men's national teams in association football are
ranked based on their game results with the most
successful teams being ranked highest.
## The next world FIFA ranking is expected to be released
on 16 July.
## The top 5 countries of the ranking are:
Belgium - 1765 points
France - 1733 points
Brazil - 1712 points
England - 1661 points
Uruguay - 1645 points
FIFA is a non-profit organization which describes itself as
an international governing body of association football,
fútsal, beach soccer, and efootball. It is the highest
governing body of football.
FIFA was founded in 1904 to oversee international
competition among the national associations of Belgium,
Denmark, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain,
Sweden, and Switzerland. Headquartered in
Zürich, its membership now comprises 211
national associations.
Gianni Infantino is the 9th President of
FIFA.

Delhi High Court judge, Justice Sangita Dhingra Sehgal has tendered her resignation from the post
following her appointment as President of the Delhi State Consumer Dispute Redressal Commission.

100 m World Champion Coleman
suspended, American Farrata runner
made mistake
17 June' 20

D

efending
100-meter
w o r l d
champion Christian
Coleman
was
suspended after the
Athletics Integrity
Unit failed a third
time to undergo a doping test. The Athletics Integrity Unit
has updated the list of players with temporary suspensions,
including Coleman's name, while the American sprinter
revealed his case just hours earlier.
He is temporarily banned from competitions until a final
decision is taken after a hearing under the World Athletics
Anti-Doping Rules or the Code of Conduct of the Integrity
Unit. Earlier, Coleman had said that only a phone call from
the doping examiners could dispel the misunderstanding
about his place of stay, which is putting him in danger of
suspension.
This 24-year-old American Ferrata runner has given
detailed information on Twitter about not getting doping
test for the third time. He said that December 9 was the
third occasion in the last 12 months, while he could not get
the test done. Which can lead to their suspension. Earlier,
he could not appear for the test on 16 January 2019 and 26
April 2019 as well.
Coleman said that he had told the Athletics Integrity Unit
about not being present for the latest test. He said that
there is no record that someone came to his house on
December 9, 2019 and if he called, he was
doing Christmas shopping in a mall five
minutes away from his residence that day
and immediately went home. Would have
reached

Sports Ministry to establish KISCE
to enhance India's Olympic
performance: Shri. Kiren Rijiju
18 June' 20

S

SPORTS

ports Ministry is all set to establish Khelo
India State Centres of Excellence (KISCE)
under the ministry’s flagship, Khelo India
Scheme. One KISCE will be identified in each state
and union territory, with an effort to create a robust
sporting ecosystem in the entire country. In the first
leg, the Ministry has identified state-owned sports
facilities in eight states of India, including, Karnataka,
Odisha, Kerala, Telengana and the north east states of
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram and Nagaland
which will be upgraded into Khelo India State Centre
of Excellence (KISCE).
Speaking about this initiative of strengthening sporting
facilities in the states, Union Minister of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Shri Kiren Rijiju said, “The Khelo India State
Centre of Excellence are being established to strengthen
India’s pursuit for excellence in Ölympics. Our effort is to
scale up the best sporting facilities available in each state
in India into academies of world-class standard, where
athletes from all over the country will want to train in their
specific discipline.
The sporting facilities have been identified after indepth analysis by a government committee. I am
confident that this is a step in the right direction to
tap talent from across the country and train them into
elite athletes who can win medals for the country in all
major international tournaments, and specifically the
Olympics.”
The eight centres will be given a grant based on the actual
amount finalised as per the requirement indicated after a
comprehensive gap analysis study. In a bid to broad-base
talent identification, the states and UTs will also identify
and develop talent in each sport for which funding is
received at the centre. The Sports Authority of India will
extend expertise, resources and a monitoring system to
ensure that the level of performance of the athletes improve
to international standards.
Khelo India Programme is a national yojana/scheme for
the development of sports in India. It was
launched in the year 2018 by the then sports
Minister Col. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore
in Delhi. This program has been launched
to take sports culture in the country to the
next level.

India has handover the war game centre named as “INDIA” to Uganda Peoples Defence
Forces (UPDF).
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Burning Topics of the Month
ICMR issued revised
consultation on the use of
hydroxychloroquine drug.

Used mask disposal device
"BIN-19" launched in
Kerala.

CSIR National Healthcare
Supply Chain Portal
“Aarogyapath” launched.

& Many More...
IIT Roorkee researchers develop antimicrobial nanocoating system for
facemask
22 May' 20

I

IT developed an
anti-microbial
nanocoating system
for facemask. This
technology will help
reduce
transmission
risk of Covid-19, the
nano-coating
was
tested to effectively
kill pathogens within 10-15 minutes. Union Human Resource
Development Minister congratulated the researcher team.
A team of researchers from IIT Roorkee has developed
a nano-coating system for facemask and PPE to reduce
the spread of Covid-19. This nano-coating provides an
additional layer of protection against viruses in existing
masks and may reduce the transmission risk of the disease.
This coating was tested to effectively eliminate the virus
within 10–15 minutes. The photochemical used in the
coating was used to destroy the virus, so it also has the
ability to inhibit the corona virus. Union Human Resource
Development Minister Dr. Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank praised this new
discovery and said that it will be helpful for
our Corona warriors. He congratulated the
team led by Professor Naveen Navani of
the Department of Biotechnology.

COVID-19: Test kit to deliver results
in 20 minutes in UK
22 May' 20

T
48

est kit for 20 minutes test results ready in UK
for testing of Covid-19, mass test preparation
from next week. Death toll in Britain crosses
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36,000. The total number of infected cases is about
2.52 lakhs.
The UK has developed a new test kit on coronaviruses.
It is being claimed that this new test kit will produce
results in just 20 minutes. The Health Minister has
announced that the UK government, along with Roche
and Abbott, will conduct a 1 million coronovirus
antibody test, which will be launched for health
workers from next week. The Health Minister said that
after health workers, antibody tests would be done for
patients and common people.
A large-scale antibody test is being considered by many
countries to reopen the economies ruined by the lockdown.
Meanwhile, the same people are constantly applauding
the efforts of the National Health Service.
According to new figures, the death toll
in the UK from coronavirus has crossed
36,000 and the total number of infected
cases has also reached about 2.52 lakh.

ICMR issued revised consultation on
the use of hydroxychloroquine drug

T

24 May' 20

he govt. issued
a
revised
consultation
to non-symptomatic
healthcare personnel
working in nonCovid-19 hospitals,
personnel
on
surveillance duty in
detention areas and paramilitary forces / police personnel
involved in activities related to preventing corona virus

Samsung India has partnered with social media giant Facebook to train then offline
retailers to go digital.

SCIENCE
infection. Hydoxychloroquine (HCQ) is recommended to
be used as a preventive medicine.

100 member societies and 50,000 individual members all
over the world.

As mentioned earlier in the ongoing consultation, all health
care workers with no symptoms involved in preventing
and treating Covid-19 from spreading and also using this
medicine against infection in the homes of infected people
Has been recommended.

WGO Headquarters is in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, United States.

However, the revised consultation issued by the ICMR
warns that the person taking the drug should not think that
it has become safe. According to the revised consultation,
HCQ investigation at NIV Pune found that it reduces the
rate of infection. It says that this medicine should not
be given to those people who suffer from retinal related
disease,
There is extreme sensitivity to HCQ and those who have
the disease of the heart beats. It has been said in the
consultation that it is recommended not to
give this medicine to children below 15
years of age and pregnant and lactating
women. It states that this drug should be
given under the supervision of a doctor with
formal consent.

World Digestive Health Day

W

29 May' 20

o r l d
Digestive
Health
Day is observed
globally on 29th
May every year.
It
is
organised
by
the
World
Gastroenterology Organisation (WGO) in collaboration
with the WGO Foundation (WGOF).
The theme for the World Digestive Health Day 2020
campaign is “Gut Microbiome: A Global Perspective.”
Each year the day focuses upon a particular digestive
disease and/or disorder in order to increase general
public awareness of prevention, prevalence, diagnosis,
management and treatment of the disease and/or disorder.
About World Digestive Health Day:
World Digestive Health Day was launched in 2004 to
mark the 45th anniversary of the creation of the World
Gastroenterology Organisation. The organisation has over

WGO Founded is in 1958.

The Science and Engineering
Research Board (SERB) has approved
support for a study by the National
Centre for Veterinary Type Cultures
(NCVTC), ICAR-NRC from Hisar in
Haryana
04 June' 20

T

he Science and
Engineering
Research
Board (SERB) has
approved
support
for a study by the
National Center for
Veterinary
Type
Culture (NCVTC) of ICAR-NRC, based in Hisar, Haryana,
for 94 small of its library for antivirals against coronaviruses
Screening of molecules. .
Molecules are known to inhibit epigenetic regulators
such as cellular kinases, phosphates, and histone methyl
transferase, histone deacetylase, and DNA methyl
transferase. The targets of these inhibitors are well known
for cancer, however, their role in the virus life cycle is not
known. Under this, selected candidates (hits) with anticoronavirus properties will be studied.
Traditionally, antiviral drugs are developed by directly
targeting certain viral proteins. However, this strategy
often fails due to the rapid proliferation of drug-resistant
viruses. Unlike other organisms, viral enzymes, which
synthesize their nucleic acids (RNAs), do not have
proofreading capabilities. Therefore, RNA viruses such as
coronaviruses do not have the ability to remove incorrectly
involved nucleotides (building blocks of viral RNA)
during synthesis of the viral genome. Lack of proofreading
capacity results in accumulation of point mutations in the
viral genome. This leads to changes in viral proteins. The
transformed viral protein can then become resistant to the
available antiviral drugs. Developing antiviral drugs is a
major challenge for scientists due to this ability of the virus
to change itself rapidly and repeatedly.

Colombia''s Jarlinson Pantano has been banned for four years by cycling''s world
governing body after testing positive for the blood booster EPO last year.
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Viruses can only grow (replicate) inside the host cell. A
host (human) cell contains about 25,000 proteins. During
replication, viruses establish multiple contacts with these
cellular proteins. A virus requires over 1000 different
cellular proteins to effectively replicate inside a host cell.
SERB Secretary Professor Sandeep Vermane said
"Chemical library screening in medicinal chemistry
research is a useful method that can lead to drug discovery
and development in a short time especially for the newly
identified SARS-KOV-2. Such approach Provide rapid
access to useful pharmaceuticals and
shorten the duration of the discovery. With
the support of COV-2 vaccine development
programs, adequate focus should also be on
anti-coronavirus medicine."

U.S. private space company SpaceX
successfully launched a new batch
of 60 Star link internet satellites into
05 June' 20
orbit

T

he high-tech
entrepreneur
is
Elon
Musk's private rocket
company,
which
launched the first batch
of 60 small satellites
from Earth's orbit for
the new Starlink Internet service. The "Falcon 9" rocket is
released from the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, removing
a significant obstacle to business ventures, as Musk hopes to
generate the necessary cash for his larger ambitions in space.
The 60 satellites flown into space were systematically released
into orbit after one hour and the Falcon 9 main-stage reusable
rocket booster has flown back to Earth for a successful landing
on the barge floating across the Atlantic.
These 60 satellites mark the beginning of SpaceX's
deployment of a global Internet mega constellation, aimed
at generating more revenue to meet the company's interambitions. Each Starlink satellite was launched on 23 May,
weighing approximately 227 kg. Collectively they are
expected to deliver 1 terabyte per second of usable capacity
and 2.5 to 3 terabytes per second of total capacity. SpaceX
collectively deployed Starlink satellites from the upper
levels, allowing the satellites to drift using their own inertia
rather than springs or any other traditional deployment

50

MICA AUGUST 2020

mechanism. These satellites collectively weighed 13.6
metric tons, making it the heaviest mission ever for SpaceX.
The launch has deployed Starlink satellites
in orbit 440 kilometers, from here, the
spacecraft will reach its target operational
altitude 550 kilometers using krypton-fueled
electric propulsion thrusters.

Used mask disposal device "BIN-19"
launched in Kerala
12 June' 20

U

sed
mask
disposal
d e v i c e
“BIN-19” and “UV
SPOT” has been
launched in Kerala
by VST Mobility
Solutions, a Startup
headquartered at Cochin. These automated mask disposal
machine has been launched as part of efforts to combat the
COVID-19. These automated products would also help in
preventing environmental damages and will also solve the
problem of disposal of used masks.
“BIN-19” is a smart bin developed for the collection and
disinfection of Used Face-Mask and is based on the Internet
of Things (IoT). The disinfecting device will be very handy
in offices, homes, and other public places. The used masks
will be dropped inside a container of the bin and will be
first disinfected by a process. The person operating the
smart bin can sanitize his/her hands with the help of the
automatic sanitizer dispenser attached to the Bin-19. The
IoT Features of BIN-19 includes Auto Sanitizer Dispenser,
Power ON/OFF alerts, Box open alerts, Mobile Application
to navigate/find Bin-19, Web Portal for Status Alerts.
UV SPOT is a UV light-based multipurpose disinfector
having ultraviolet disinfection lamps and is capable of
disinfecting a broad range of microorganisms. The UVbased device is mainly used for disposing of
the contaminated or used face-mask and for
reusing the UVC stable metallic products.
CEO of VST Mobility Solutions is Alvin
George

CSIR National Healthcare Supply
Chain Portal “Aarogyapath” launched
15 June' 20

The Chinese city of Wuhan, where coronavirus was first detected, has imposed a ban on
wildlife trade and consumption for five years.

A

CSIR National Healthcare Supply Chain Portal
named as “Aarogyapath” has been launched.
“Aarogyapath” is an information platform
developed by CSIR in partnership with Sarvodaya Infotech
and institutional users and manufacturers / authorized
suppliers of healthcare essentials. The portal has been
launched with a vision of “providing a path which leads one
on a journey towards Aarogya (healthy life)”. The platform
is expected to fill the critical gaps in last-mile delivery of
patient care within India via improved availability and
affordability of healthcare supplies.
The “Aarogyapath” portal will ensure single-point
availability of key healthcare goods which would be helpful
to customers in addressing various issues such as timeconsuming processes to identify good quality products,
lack of awareness about the latest product launches,
dependence on limited suppliers, etc. The platform would
serve manufacturers & suppliers to reach a
wide network of customers efficiently by
reducing the gaps in connectivity between
them and potential demand centers. Hence
it will facilitate a real-time availability of
critical healthcare supplies.

New fish species discovered in
17 June' 20
Arunachal Pradesh

A

new
fish
s p e c i e s
n a m e d
as
“Schizothorax
sikusirumensis” has
been discovered in
Arunachal Pradesh.
The new fish species
was discovered by Dr. Keshav Kumar Jha. He is an
Associate Professor & Head of Department of Zoology,
Jawaharlal Nehru College, Pasighat. He discovered a new
fish species from genus Schizothorax.
Fish species “Schizothorax sikusirumensis” was discovered
near Gakang area under Mebo circle of East Siang District,
at the confluence of River Siku and Sirum. It inhabits the
water logged area of torrential river drainage. Its name
has been derived from the name of the
rivers Siku and Sirum. Chief Minister of
Arunachal Pradesh is Pema Khandu and
Governor of Arunachal Pradesh is B.D.
Mishra.

SCIENCE
Harsh Vardhan launched India’s 1st
Mobile Lab for COVID-19

U

19 June' 20

nion Health Minister, Harsh Vardhan has launched
India’s first mobile lab for COVID-19 testing.
The Infectious Disease Diag Lab (I-Lab) – Rapid
Response Mobile Laboratory has been developed with the
support from the Department of Biotechnology, Ministry
of Science and Technology and Andhra Pradesh Med-tech
Zone (AMTZ) under DBT-AMTZ COMManD (COVID
Medtech Manufacturing Development) Consortia.
About Infectious Disease Diag Lab (I-Lab):
The main aim of the mobile lab is to address the shortage
of critical healthcare technologies in India and move
progressively towards a stage of self-sufficiency. I-Lab is
capable of conducting both COVID-19 and non-COVID
tests and give results the same day. For COVID, it can carry
out a reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RTPCR) and enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA)
tests. While RT-PCR test is a COVID-19 diagnosis test,
ELISA test looks for antibodies developed
by an individual against the virus. ELISA
test tells whether an individual was infected
with the virus anytime in the past and has
now developed antibodies against it.

Union Minister launches R&D Portal
“SATYABHAMA”
20 June' 20

U

nion Minister for Coal, Mines and Parliamentary
Affairs, Pralhad Joshi has launched R&D Portal
“Science and Technology Yojana for Aatmanirbhar
Bharat in Mining Advancement (SATYABHAMA)”. The
portal has been launched for Science and Technology
Programme Scheme of Ministry of Mines. The newly
launched portal will increase efficiency as well as
effectiveness in the implementation of the Scheme as it
allows online submission of project proposals along with
monitoring of the projects and utilization of funds/grants.
The R&Dortal SATYABHAMA has been designed,
developed and implemented by National Informatics Centre
(NIC), Mines Informatics Division. It has
been integrated with NGO Darpan Portal of
NITI Aayog. It also accepts the researchers’
progress reports and Final Technical Reports
of the projects in the electronic format.

Cambridge University has become the first university in Britain to cancel all face-to-face
lectures for the 2020-21 academic year because of the coronavirus pandemic.
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Burning Topics of the Month
Chinese, US scientists
identify 2 bacterial secreted
proteins effective in
inactivating coronavirus.

Union Agriculture Minister
reviews Locust Control
Operations at a high-level
meeting.

Gairsain in Chamoli district
was declared as the summer
capital of Uttarakhand.

& Many More...
Chinese, US scientists identify 2
bacterial secreted proteins effective in
inactivating coronavirus
27 May' 20

C

hinese and US research teams have jointly
discovered two bacterial secreted proteins that can
effectively inactivate a series of viruses, including
the novel coronavirus, dengue and the HIV, according to a
media report.
The result "provides a future avenue for the development of
broad-spectrum antiviral drugs that might reduce the clinical
burden caused by emerging viral diseases," according to a
paper released on bioRxiv, the preprint server for biology,
on May 22, state-run Global Times reported here on 23
May 2020.
Initially, the researchers identified a soil bacterium from
the gut of Aedes aegymosquitoes.
The whole bacterial genome was sequenced to characterize
the bacterium and the scientists identified two proteins that
can effectively impair a series of viruses, including dengue
virus, HIV, and the novel coronavirus.
The two proteins contain a lipase domain.
The study indicated that certain lipases present a potent
antiviral activity.
Previous studies showed either lipoprotein
lipase or hepatic triglyceride lipase can
impair (Hepatitis C) virus infection. This
invention will lead to the development
of broad-spectrum antiviral drugs that
might reduce the clinical burden caused by
emerging viral diseases.

Union Agriculture Minister reviews
Locust Control Operations at a highlevel meeting
29 May' 20
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T

he Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers'
Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar held a high-level
meeting with Ministers of State for Agriculture &
Farmers' Welfare, Parshottam Rupala, and Shri Kailash
Choudhary and Secretary (DAC&FW) and Sanjay Agarwal
to review the Locust Control Operations. The government
is focused to deal dealing urgently with the Locustus attack
in the country.
The Centre is in close touch with the affected States and
an Advisory has been issued. 15 sprayers will start arriving
from Britain in the next 15 days. Besides, 45 more sprayers
will be procured in a month or one-and-a-half months.
Drones will be used to spray pesticides on tall trees and
inaccessible places for effective control of locusts, while
plans are afoot to deploy helicopters for aerial spray.
Shri Tomar said 11 Regional Control Rooms have been
established and special contingents have been deployed
along with additional manpower to check the spread of
locusts.
The Secretary informed the Ministers that currently 21
micronair and 26 Ulvamast (47 spray equipment) in
Locust Control Offices (LCOs) are being used for locust
control and 200 officials are deployed. Beyond scheduled
desert areas, temporary control camps have also been set
up at Jaipur, Chittorgarh, Dausa in Rajasthan; Sheopur,
Neemuch, Ujjain in Madhya Pradesh and Jhansi in Uttar
Pradesh for locust control. Locust has been controlled in an
area of about 50,468 hectares in 334 locations in Rajasthan,
Punjab, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh.
A swarm of locusts entered from the Indo-Pak border areas.
Locusts have been reported in Jodhpur, Nagaur, Bikaner,
Suratgarh, Dausa, Barmer, districts of Rajasthan, Jhansi
district of Uttar Pradesh state and Rewa, Morena, Betul,
Khandwa districts of Madhya Pradesh and Nagpur and
Amravati districts of Maharashtra.
The Rajasthan government has deployed 778 tractors and
50 fire brigade vehicles, Madhya Pradesh has deployed 72

Microsoft announced the acquisition of robotic process automation provider Softomotive
which will become a part of its Power Automate platform.

MISCELLANEOUS
tractors and 38 fire brigade vehicles, Uttar
Pradesh state government has deployed 6
tractors and Punjab has, so far, deployed
50 tractors and 6 fire brigade vehicles for
locust control.

Energy trading platform Indian
Energy Exchange launched the realtime electricity market (RTM) on its
platform, a move that will help utilities
buy and sell power just an hour
before the requirement
01 June' 20

T

he
power
t r a d i n g
platform
Indian
Energy
Exchange started a
real-time market to
meet the demand
for
electricity
immediately. This
will enable the power companies to buy and sell electricity
according to their needs only one hour before. Through
this market, distribution companies and other consumers,
including bulk customers consuming energy for personal
use, will be able to buy electricity from the exchange
just one hour before the supply. Indian Energy Exchange
(IX), in a report to the stock market, said that this market
for quick buy and sell of electricity is the result of the
efforts of the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission
(CERC). This will make the electricity market dynamic.
There will be electricity business through auction on half
an hour.
According to IAX, there will be 48 auction sessions
throughout the day. Power delivery will be done within
one hour of the end of the bidding session. IEX Ltd.
Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director of Rajiv
Srivastava said that with this RTM the energy market of
the country is moving towards the global standards of
electricity business. This will help in reducing dependency
in case of grid fluctuations for power companies. He said
that the main objective of this market is to allow power
distribution companies to manage their electricity demand
better, avoid fouling in case of fluctuations and better
integration of renewable energy. Srivastava
said, "This new market will promote
flexibility, competitiveness and efficiency
in the power sector and the emerging needs
will be met."

Max India said the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) has
approved the composite scheme
involving merger of the healthcare
assets of Max India into Max
Healthcare and demerger of the
residual businesses of the company
into Advaita
02 June' 20

M

ax India
s a i d
that
the
National Company
Law
Tribunal
(NCLT) approved a
plan to merge Max
India's
healthcare
assets with Max Healthcare and merge the remaining
business of the company with Advaita.
Max India said in a statement, "The overall plan of the
company has been declared effective from June 2020.
Along with this, the record date of separation of company
share has been set as 15 June 2020. "
It states that all shareholders of Max India will be allotted
shares of Max Healthcare and Advata Allied Health
Services on record date. This company will later be named
Max India Limited.
Max India said, "Max Healthcare and the new 'Max India'
will both be listed on the Indian stock markets by August
2020."
Along with this, major progress is expected in this
comprehensive change scheme. There have been many
deals in this scheme one after the other. These included
Radiant Healthcare's assets and were merged with Max
Healthcare.
Max India said, "The merger of Radiant and Max
Healthcare will create the second largest hospital
network in the country in terms of revenue." The
company, formed after the merger, will operate 17
hospitals and medical centers with 3,500 beds across
the country. "
It has been said that this combined business
unit will provide significant possibilities
of better reconciliation and growth in
business.

Facebook has launched a new feature called 'Shops' to let small businesses set up a single
online store on the platform and Instagram for free to help them amid the COVID-19 crisis.
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Power Minister R K Singh formally
launches real-time power market.
Power Minister R K Singh formally
launched pan-India real-time market
in electricity, which allows consumers
to buy power just one hour before
03 June' 20
delivery

P

ower Minister RK Singh formally launched an
instant buy and sell market of electricity across the
country. In this market, customers will be able to
buy electricity just one hour before supply. This market
(real time market-RTM) allows distribution companies
and customers consuming energy for personal use to buy
electricity from the exchange just one hour before supply.
"Power and New and Renewable Energy Minister Singh
launched the RTM video conference in the power sector
across the country in Delhi," according to the statement
of the Ministry of Power. "The market for instant buy and
sell of electricity" on the Indian Energy Exchange (IEX))
And Power Exchange India Ltd. (PXIL) for supply from 12
noon (midnight of Sunday) on June 1, went into operation
on May 31 at 10.45 minutes. The minister said that RTM is
an organized market from where buyers and sellers across
the country can meet their energy needs instantly according
to the need. He said that due to this, the country's electricity
market has come to the few markets of the world, where there
is such a system. This market will bring real-time flexibility
in terms of electricity and optimize the available surplus
capacity. RTM makes the electricity market dynamic as it is
auctioned every 30 minutes. There are 48 auction sessions
throughout the day. This market will provide distribution
companies with an alternative mechanism to access large
market at competitive price. National Load
Dispatch Center is providing necessary
facilities for automation in coordination
between POSCO power exchange so that
the RTM framework under the fast deal and
its disposal.

Eight Indian institutes, including six
IITs, were listed among the top 100 in
Times Higher Education's (THE) Asia
University Rankings 2020
04 June' 20

T

he Times Higher Education World University
Rankings has released the list of world's top
universities for the year 2020. At the same time, for
the first time after 2012, not a single university of India is
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included in the Top 300 in the World University Rankings
2020. Last year, IISc Bangalore's ranking was between
251-300. At the same time this year Ranking is between
301-350.
Let me tell you, in this list, Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore (IISc) is the top name among Indian universities.
That is, IISc is the best university in India.
A good thing for India is that Indian Institute of Technology,
Ropar, and Indore has made it to the top (301-350) for the
first time. Both these institutes were established in 200809, after which they have performed better for the first
time. These two institutes have scored high in research
citations - IIT Ropar has scored 100 while IIT Indore has
scored 77 in research citation parameters. This year 56
institutions have got a place in the ranking. At the same
time last year, 49 institutions of the country got a place in
the ranking.
Last year, where five Indian universities were in the top
500, this time it has increased to six. Interestingly, IITBombay has retained its position in the 401-500 group, IITDelhi and Kharagpur have entered the same bracket, which
has improved their ranking.
Oxford University has got the first place in
the world university rankings. In second
place is California Institute of Technology.
Third place is University of Cambridge.

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot launched an online labour
exchange program to facilitate the
labourers searching for jobs in the
state
05 June' 20

A

fter
the
lockdown,
the Rajasthan
government
has
taken a big step for
the workers suffering
from
livelihood.
To provide easy
employment to the
workers, Chief Minister Gehlot launched the Rajkaushal
portal and the online Shramik Employment Exchange. It is
to be noted that through the Labor Employment Exchange,
workers will get employment according to their skills.
Industries will be available according to their needs.
During the video conference, Chief Government Secretary
Information Technology Abhay Kumar said that this portal

Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan took charge as the chairman of the World Health
Organization (WHO) Executive Board on May 22.
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has been prepared in just two weeks after the instructions of
the Chief Minister. In view of the need, this portal will also
be brought to the mobile app platform soon. Data included
over 53 lakh workers. Data of more than 53 lakh workers
and manpower has been included in this
portal along with 12 lakh migrant workers.
Also, more than 11 lakh employers have
also been registered on this. Apart from
this, any worker can register themselves on
this portal.

Information booklet “Safe online
learning in the times of COVID-19”
05 June' 20
launched

T

he information
b o o k l e t
titled “Safe
online
learning
in the times of
COVID-19”
has
been launched by
the Union Minister
for Human Resource
Development, Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank. The booklet
has been developed by the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) and UNESCO New
Delhi Office to raise awareness of students and teachers on
staying safe online.
The booklet titled “Safe online learning in the times of
COVID-19” will play an important role in keeping children,
young people safe online through basic do’s, and don’ts
that will help parents and educators teach their children
how to use the internet safely.
As a preventive measure to curb the further spread
of the COVID-19 pandemic, schools universities,
training centres and other education institutions were
closed across India since 20 March 2020. This has
caused an unprecedented disruption of education and
affecting more than 90% of the school population. The
Ministry of Human Resource Development and State
Education Departments have made concerted efforts to
ensure continuity of learning through various digital
platforms. This exposure of adolescents to different
digital platforms increased their vulnerability to cyber
bullying.In India, an estimated 71 million children
aged between 5-11 years access the Internet on devices
of their family members, constituting about 14 percent
of the country's active Internet user base of over 500
million. Two-thirds of internet users in India are in the
age group of 12-29 year (Data shared by the Internet

&amp; Mobile Association of India). Data and statistics
have highlighted that post lock down, the internet has
amplified the risk of cyber bullying, including online
discrimination for children and young people. With the
aim of addressing these concerns, the National Council
of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and
UNESCO New Delhi Office developed this information
booklet.
Director and Representative of UNESCO New Delhi
Shri Eric Falt said, “UNESCO is committed to ensure
access to safe, inclusive and health promoting learning
environments for all children. It is imperative that
websites, digital platforms, social media platforms
are free of Cyber bullying, if children have to access
quality education. This information booklet titled
‘Safe online learning in times of Covid19’ highlights
the negative consequences of cyber bullying and ways
to eliminate and prevent the same”. UNESCO and
NCERT are pleased to develop this booklet and hope
that it acts as a valuable tool in creating a safer online
environment.”
Director of National Council of Educational Research
and Training Prof. Hrushikesh Senapaty said, “Our
investments in the education system will be ineffective
unless we address issues of online safety and prevention
of cyber bullying. Unsafe learning environments can
undermine the quality of education for our learners, as
it adversely impacts academic achievement and future
education and employment prospects
of students. An atmosphere of anxiety,
fear and insecurity is incompatible with
learning, and NCERT is committed to
protect the health and well-being of young
people and from online bullying.”

Gairsain in Chamoli district was
declared as the summer capital of
Uttarakhand
08 June' 20

A

fter the announcement of Chief Minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat to make Garasain (Bharadisain) the
summer capital of Uttarakhand, dreams are now
being created about its future form. Amid political criticism
and apprehensions, all kinds of questions about the summer
capital are also coming up.
It is believed that it is one thing to declare Grasain, the
symbol of people's ambitions, as the summer capital, and
to put that announcement on the ground is quite different
from that. In Bharadisain, the government has built a
grand assembly building. Residential colony has also

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das announced a cut in the repo rate by 40
basis points to 4 per cent, while the reverse repo rate was simultaneously reduced to 3.35 per cent.
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been prepared for
ministers, legislators
and
officeremployees.
But
experts believe that
the Bharadisain hills
located at a height of
about 8000 feet are
rough. That is, the
ecology there is sensitive. Therefore, it will not be easy to
build infrastructure given its sensitivity.
The government has just discovered land for the Mini
Secretariat and has made a provision of 50 crores for it. But
a mini-directorate of every department has to be established
in the capital. Residential facilities will
have to be mobilized for the secretariat,
assembly, police headquarters, officer staff
and other staff of the directorates. For this,
large-scale residential construction will
have to be done.

IIT-Guwahati students develop "Flyzy"
mobile app
10 June' 20

I

ndian
Institute
of
Technology
(IIT)
Guwahati
has
developed an application
called “Flyzy” for consistent
and
contactless
air
travel during the COVID-19
pandemic. The point of
the versatile application
Flyzy, created according to International Air Transport
Association (IATA) rules, is to give contactless loading up,
remembering the simpler stuff drop, reasonable stopping,
better shopping experience and giving important updates
during the entire excursion. The application will direct them
all together and furnish them with a simple comprehension
and usage of a few air terminal capacities.
International Air Transport Association (IATA)
Headquarters is Montreal, Canada. International Air
Transport Association Founded is 19 April 1945.
The founders believe that the application will help the
aviation industry save money as the process will become
automated, faster and easier.
Students of Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati have
developed a mobile application, called ‘Flyzy’, to provide
a seamless air travelling experience to passengers during
the pandemic.
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The application has been developed by Deepak Meena,
Hansraj Patel, and Arjit Singh. The mission is to
build Flyzy into India’s finest aviation IT technology
company for providing a stress-free and safe journey
to flyers. The aim of the application is to provide
contactless boarding keeping in mind the easier
baggage drop, manageable parking, a better shopping
experience and providing necessary updates during the
whole journey.
They plan to install this in the airports. This a hybrid
software which will support face-biometric recognition in
the future, without changing the complete software system
of the airport.
IIT stated the idea is not only relevant during the present
pandemic situation but also during the non-crisis time.
The idea behind the application is to provide a seamless
journey to passengers as they move through the airport,
especially to the first-time flyers. The application will
guide them thoroughly and provide them with an easy
understanding and implementation of several airport
functions.
Passengers can shop from the airport using the application
and can also pay through it. They can either opt for the
takeaway or gate delivery option. The application also
supports multi-currency payments. For food ordering
purpose, the app suggests the passenger the best options
based on the flight status. For instance, if the flight departs
in one hour, the app will suggest the passenger the food
items that could be prepared within the available time. The
application also has a Smart UI Assistant
which helps the elderly to use the app easily.
Other features of the application include:
real-time flight notifications, universal Web
Check-in portal, check-in baggage status
and map of the airport.

State-of-the-art Flood Warning
System for Mumbai Launched

i

12 June' 20

FLOWS
flood
warning system
is developed by
the Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES).
iFLOWS- Mumbai,
a
state-of-the-art
Integrated
Flood
Warning System for Mumbai was launched jointly by
Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Uddhav Thackeray, and

The Reserve Bank on India (RBI) said India’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth will be in
negative territory in 2020-21 as the outbreak of COVID-19 has disrupted economic activities.
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Union Earth Sciences Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan on 12
June through video conference.
iFLOWS:
The system will help make Mumbai become more resilient
as it provides early warning for flooding, especially during
high rainfall events and cyclones.
Using this, the estimation of the flood inundation can be
done possibly 3 days in advance, along with 3 hours - 6
hours Nowcast (immediate weather updates).
The device will be very useful, especially if people need
to be evacuated from low-lying areas as we will be able to
forecast 12 hours in advance that a particular spot may get
flooded.
The system will also forecast the rainfall in each pocket.

KVIC taps with Indian Palm Industry
to boost employment opportunities

T

18 June' 20

he Khadi and Village Industries Commission
(KVIC) launched a unique project at Dahanu in
Palghar district of Maharashtra, a state with more
than 50 lakh palm trees. Under the project, Neera and
Palmgur will be produced in India. Neera and Palmgur
have huge potential to create employment in the country.
Aim:
The project aims to promote Neera as a substitute to soft
drinks. It is aimed to generate self-employment to Adivasis
and traditional trappers.

The need

Highlights:

Mumbai the state capital of Maharashtra, a megapolis and
the financial capital of India has been facing floods with
increased periodicity which brings the city to a standstill in
spite of its natural and storm water drainage systems. In a
bid to aid in the mitigation of the flood prone city, Disaster
Management Department of Municipal Corporation of
Greater Mumbai (MCGM) approached the Ministry of
Earth Sciences (MoES) to develop an Integrated Flood
Warning System for Mumbai, on the lines of a similar
system developed for Chennai earlier.

A tool kit of cost Rs.15,000 that comprises perforated
moulds, canteen burners, food-grade stainless steel
Kadhai, and other equipment like knives, rope, and axes
for extraction of Neera will be provided.

Benefits of iFLOWS:
Using this device, the floods can be estimated 3 days in
advance, at ward-level.
The Vulnerability and Risk Modules, which together
comprise the Decision Support System, enables the
administration to take smart decisions to manage the
situation based on a scientific and holistic assessment of
flooding risks.
The Dissemination Module makes
information available to field officials
through various communication channels,
enabling them to take prompt and informed
field action.

KVIC has distributed tool kits for extraction of Neera and
making palmgur to 200 local artisans who were given 7
days of training by KVIC.

The project aims to provide direct employment to 400 local
traditional trappers. India has abundant palm fields in many
states like Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa, Daman and Diu, Dadra
and Nagar Haveli, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar.
The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC)
is a statutory body formed in April 1957 (as per an RTI)
by the Government of India, under the Act of Parliament,
'Khadi and Village Industries Commission Act of 1956'.
It is an apex organisation under the Ministry of Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises, with regard to khadi and
village industries within India, which seeks
to - "plan, promote, facilitate, organise and
assist in the establishment and development
of khadi and village industries in the rural
areas in coordination with other agencies
engaged in rural development wherever
necessary."

The COVID-19 fatality rate in India is among the lowest in the world at 2.87 percent, the Union
government said.
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BRANCH MOBILE NO.

Branch Name

Phone Number

Delhi Kingsway

9268561517

Agra

9235253430

Delhi Laxmi Nagar

9268209355

Ahmedabad

9228202732

Delhi Munirka

9210092245

Ajmer

9261503888

Delhi Rohini

9250239671

Aligarh

7706008037

Deoria

9208248122

Prayagraj (Allahabad)

9235253403

Dhanbad

9204979723

Alwar

9521177944

Durgapur

7076856390

Ambala

9253058711

Ernakulam

9645415987

Asansol

7430997115

Etah

9208237386

Azamgarh

9208242842

Ayodhya (Faizabad)

9235253421

Budaun

9627671787

Faridabad

9643396140

Bahraich

9208249852

Farrukhabad

7706008029

Balasore

9583185223

Fatehpur

9554330811

Ballia

9208243152

Firozabad

9208235736

Banda

9554334847

Gaya

9234211469

Bengaluru

9538712808

Ghaziabad

9212229724

Bareilly

9235253431

Ghazipur

9208244539

Basti

7706008031

Gonda

9208250778

Berhampur

9078907945

Gorakhpur

9235253400

Bhagalpur

9204363221

Gurugram

9643396139

Bhilai-Durg

8878783345

Guwahati

8134935078

Bhopal-MP Nagar

9229174901

Gwalior

9200377275

Bhubaneshwar

9237026745

Haldwani

9208256021

Bijnor

7706008027

Hardoi

9208248208

Bilaspur

8878817515

Haridwar

7706008034

Bulandshahr

7706008030

Hisar

9253678050

Chandigarh

9256002024

Hoshangabad

8358831338

Cuttack

7894013095

Darbhanga

9204303818

Hyderbad- Dilsukh
Nagar

7032410704

Dehradun

9236510116

Indore

7581800953

Delhi Janakpuri

9212069515

Jabalpur

9229174905
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced an interim assistance of Rs 1,500 crore for West
Bengal and Odisha after reviewing the situation caused by cyclone 'Amphan'.

BRANCH MOBILE NO.
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Jaipur

6386903166

Nasik

9168512624

Jammu

8317092664

Noida

9953948834

Jamshedpur

8877187640

Orai

9208237457

Jaunpur

9208244355

Patna Boaring Road

9204855301

Jhansi

9235253424

Patna Fraizer Road

9204855305

Kanpur Kakadev

9235253484

Pilibhit

9837186684

Kanpur Kidwainagar

9235253482

Pratapgarh

9208245660

Kanpur Mall Road

9236757143

Pune

9225231629

Karnal

8930175568

Raebareilly

9235253412

Kolkata

9230141497

Raipur

9229174912

Kurukshetra

9253678053

Rajkot

9979316870

Lakhimpur

9208251562

Ranchi

9204855313

Lucknow Alambagh
PO

9235253501

Rewa

7415690904

Roorkee

7706008033

Lucknow Bhootnath

9235253502

Sagar

7509219781

Lucknow Gomti Nagar

9235253548

Saharanpur

9235253445

Lucknow Mahanagar
PO

9235253443

Sambalpur

8594958962

Lucknow Rajajipuram

9235253425

Shahjahanpur

9208256201

Ludhiana

9256002028

Shimla

8894100342

Mainpuri

9208241450

Siliguri

7602742939

Mathura

7706008072

Sitapur

7706008028

Meerut

9235253448

Sultanpur

9208252915

Mirzapur

9628763418

Surat

9537360459

Moradabad

9235253442

Thiruvananthapuram

9645415029

Mumbai

9221944071

Vadodara

9537589477

Muzaffarnagar

7706008032

Varanasi

9235253419

Muzaffarpur

9204303515

Vishakapatnam

9966593419

Nagpur-Buldi

9168558073

Warangal

8142230661

Assam-based entrepreneurJahnabi Phookan has been appointed as the National President
of FICCI Ladies Organization (FLO).
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ETYMOLOGY

WORD OF ENGLISH

EDITORIAL WORD

## prompt

Fillip (Noun)

## aid

Pronunciation: /

## help

1: Something which acts as a stimulus or boost to an
activity.

Antonyms:

Example: “the halving of car tax would provide a
fillip to sales"
Synonyms: stimulus
stimulation
stimulant
boost
encouragement
2.

a movement made by bending the last joint of the
finger against the thumb and suddenly releasing it; a
flick of the finger.
a slight smart stroke or tap inflicted with a flick of the
finger.

Fillip (Verb)

## restrain
## hold back
## keep back
## hold in
## repress
## suppress
ORIGIN
Late Middle English (in the sense ‘make a fillip with the
fingers’): symbolic; compare with flick, flip1.
Examples:
(1) A cut in lending rates would give a fillip to the housing
market.

Propel (a small object) with a flick of the fingers.

(2) The athletics win provided a much-needed fillip to/for
national pride.

Other Synonyms:

(3) The news gave the stock market a big fillip.

## incitement

(4) The news gave a fillip to the telecommunications
sector.

## incentive
## impetus
## inducement
## motivation
## tonic
## uplift
## lift
## reviver
## spur
## goad
## prod
## push

(5) British athletics received a tremendous fillip when
Wells won the Gold.
(6) Pennac's Belleville is a fiercely wonderful fillip to the
conventional crime landscape.
(7) Analysts forecast an extra fillip to early water dealing
with a wave of institutional buying from foreign buyers
starved of stock.
(8) Yes, those ladies had given a useful fillip to his
prestige.
(9) This could give a fillip to the buy-to-let market.
(10) The notion of regional planning received a great fillip
from Unwin's proposals for London prepared between
1929 and 1933.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced a Rs 15,000-crore line of credit to the ExportImport Bank of India (EXIM), to help the sagging foreign trade.
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India elected
unopposed to nonpermanent seat in
UNSC
United Nations Security Council
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one
of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN),
charged with ensuring international peace and security,
recommending the admission of new UN members to the
General Assembly, and approving any changes to the UN
Charter. Its powers include establishing peacekeeping
operations, enacting international sanctions, and
authorizing military action. The UNSC is the only UN
body with the authority to issue binding resolutions on
member states.
Like the UN as a whole, the Security Council was created
after World War II to address the failings of the League of
Nations in maintaining world peace. It held its first session
on 17 January 1946, and in the ensuing decades was largely
paralyzed by the Cold War between the United States and
the Soviet Union and their respective allies. Nevertheless,
it authorized military interventions in the Korean War and
the Congo Crisis and peacekeeping missions in the Suez
Crisis, Cyprus, and West New Guinea. With the collapse
of the Soviet Union, UN peacekeeping efforts increased
dramatically in scale, with the Security Council authorizing
major military and peacekeeping missions in Kuwait,
Namibia, Cambodia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Rwanda,
Somalia, Sudan, and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

2020 United Nations
Council election

Security

The 2020 United Nations Security Council election was
held on 17 and 18 June 2020 during the 74th session of the
United Nations General Assembly, held at United Nations
Headquarters in New York City. The elections were for five
non-permanent seats on the UN Security Council for twoyear mandates commencing on 1 January 2021.
In accordance with the Security Council's rotation rules,
whereby the ten non-permanent UNSC seats rotate among
the various regional blocs into which UN member states
traditionally divide themselves for voting and representation
purposes, the five available seats were allocated as follows:
## One for Africa
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## One for the Asia-Pacific Group
## One for Latin America and the Caribbean
## Two for the Western European and Others Group
The Permanent Mission of India to the United Nations in
New York tweeted: “Member States elect India to the nonpermanent seat of the Security Council for the term 202122 with overwhelming support. India gets 184 out of the
192 valid votes polled.”
T S Tirumurti, Permanent Representative of India to the
United Nations, said he was “deeply humbled by the
tremendous confidence which the member states of the
United Nations have reposed in India”.

Voting Process:
The voting process indeed was a unique one. Keeping
pandemic in mind, there were many conversations and
virtual meetings that took place to decide on the procedure
of voting.
The UN headquarters shut down on March 15 this year and
many member states were apprehensive about holding the
elections in the regular place, which is the main hall of the
General Assembly.
The voting could not have been rescheduled. Hence,
through virtual meetings, consensus was reached on how
to conduct the elections. Every detail was discussed, new
procedures and rules were put in place to ensure a smooth
sail through this hybrid voting process.

India’s overall objective ahead in
its two year term:
Ahead of the vote, India had launched a campaign brochure
which highlighted its demand for transparency in mandates
for UN peacekeeping missions and push for the India-led
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism,
and called for joint efforts for UN reform and expansion of
the Security Council.
A “new orientation for a reformed multilateral system”
(NORMS), as laid out by External Affairs Minister, would
be India’s overall objective during the two-year tenure that
will begin next year.

Reliance Industries announced the sale of a 2.32 per cent stake in its digital unit to US
private equity giant KKR for Rs 11,367 crore.

Achieving this would depend on how India will conduct
diplomacy in the global body, build alliances and raise
issues that go beyond the interests of the big five.
India has long been of the view that the structure of the
UN Security Council doesn’t reflect the realities of the 21st
century.
It has also got increasing support from member countries
for its push for reforms. But the five permanent members of
the Security Council have resisted these attempts.
The COVID-19 pandemic has already shaken up the global
order and sharpened the rivalry between the U.S. and
China. It has also opened up fresh debates on strengthening
multilateralism and multilateral institutions.

UNSC Working:
most
nontransparent and non-consultative
way:
In recent decades, India has been very vocal in demanding
for a permanent seat in UNSC.
It is also part of G-4, a group of 4 nations (India, Brazil,
Germany and Japan) to lobby for permanent positions on the
UNSC or at least to make the council more representative.
Many member-states have been pledging support for
our aspiration for permanent membership. Several P-5
countries have also announced their support. At present,
China is the only P-5 member opposing India s bid.
G-4 wants to expand the permanent seats in the UNSC to
10 to include 6 new members G-4 nations apart from one
seat to Africa and one seat to Arabs.
While the expansion of the Security Council has been hotly
debated across the world, debate on the working methods
of the Council, an equally important aspect of reform to
many member states, has attracted less attention.
It is true that UNSC has been functioning in the most nontransparent and non-consultative way.
The undemocratic nature of UNSC within the supposedly
democratic UN has compromised the overall credibility of
the United Nations.

What is UNSC reform?
The United Nations Security Council is one of the six
principal organs of the United Nations formed in 1945.
Despite drastic changes in geopolitics and international
relations the Council has not been reformed yet.

## The question of the veto held by the five permanent
members.
## Regional representation.
## The size of an enlarged Council and its working
methods.
## The relationship between Security Council and
General Assembly.

What are ‘non-permanent seats’
at the UNSC?
The UNSC is composed of 15 members: five permanent
members — China, France, Russian Federation, the United
States, and the United Kingdom — and 10 non-permanent
members who are elected by the General Assembly. The
non-permanent members are elected for two-year terms
— so every year, the General Assembly elects five nonpermanent members out of the total 10.

Has India been in the UNSC earlier?
India has earlier been a non-permanent member of the
Security Council in 1950-51, 1967-68, 1972-73, 197778, 1984-85, 1991-92 and 2011-12. For the 2011-12 term,
India won 187 of 190 votes after Kazakhstan stood down
from its candidacy.
Even if a country is a “clean slate” candidate and has been
endorsed by its group, it still needs to secure the votes of
two-thirds of the members present and voting at the General
Assembly session — which is a minimum of 129 votes, if
all 193 member states participate.
After India won 184 of the 192 votes cast, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi thanked the nations of the world. “Deeply
grateful for the overwhelming support shown by the global
community for India’s membership of the @UN Security
Council. India will work with all member countries to
promote global peace, security, resilience and equity,” the
Prime Minister said on Twitter.

Conclusion:
In this context, the challenges before India are many. The
Security Council is one of the most important multilateral
decision-making bodies where the contours of global
geopolitics are often drawn.
India should avoid the temptation of taking sides at a
time when the Security Council is getting more and more
polarised.

To serve its interests and push for its agenda of
multilateralism and reforms, India should adopt valuebased positions that are not transactional, aspire for the
## Categories of membership (permanent, nonleadership of the non-permanent members of the Council
permanent).
and be the voice of the weaker nations.
Union Minister for Road Transport Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the 440 metre-long tunnel,
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constructed below the busy town of Chamba as part of the Chardham Connectivity Project.
The demands for reform of the UNSC is based on five key
issues:

Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a massive
employment -cum- rural public works Campaign named
‘Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan’ on 20 June 2020, to
empower and provide livelihood opportunities in areas/
villages witnessing large number of returnee migrant
workers affected by the devastating COVID-19. The
Abhiyaan was flagged off from village Telihar, Block
Beldaur, district Khagaria, Bihar through VideoConference attended by the CMs and Representatives of
the 6 Participating States, Various Union Ministers and
others.

The Prime Minister announced that an amount of Rs
50,000 Crores would be spent for building durable rural
infrastructure under the Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan.

Prime Minister interacted through remote video
conferencing with the villagers of Telihar in the Khagaria
District of Bihar from where the Prime Minister Garib
Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyaan was formally launched. The
Prime Minister inquired from some of the migrants their
current state of employment and also whether the various
welfare schemes launched during the Lockdown period
were available to them.

The Prime Minister said that Abhiyan shall also provide
modern facilities in rural areas. He said it is of great
necessity that high speed and cheap internet be provided
in every rural household to help the youth and children.
The Prime Minister said it is the first time that the rural
areas are using more internet than the urban areas. Hence
the laying of fibre cable and provision of internet are also
made a part of the Abhiyan. These works will be done
while staying in his own village, while staying with his
family.

Shri Modi expressed satisfaction after his interaction and
pointed out how rural India stood its ground in the fight
against COVID-19 and how it is providing an inspiration
to the whole country and the world in this moment of
crisis.
PM said that both the Center and the State Governments
were concerned about the welfare of the poor and the
migrants. He also said the AatmaNirbhar Bharat Campaign
itself was launched with a 1.75 Lakh Crore package under
PM Garib Kalyan Yojana.
He said the Central and State Government also ran special
Shramik Express Trains for the migrant labour who wished
to return homes.
PM termed this day as a historic day as a massive campaign
kickstarted for the welfare of the poor, for their employment.
This campaign is
and sisters, for the
in our villages. It
campaign workers
home, he said.
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He said 25 work areas have been identified for employment
in villages, for development of various works. These 25
works or projects are related to meet the needs of the
villages like rural housing for the poor, Plantations,
provision of drinking water through Jal Jeevan mission,
Panchayat Bhavans, community toilets, rural mandis, rural
roads, other infrastructure like Cattle Sheds, Anganwadi
Bhavans etc.

The Prime Minister said that Self-Reliant (AatmaNirbhar)
farmers are equally essential for a Self-Reliant India
(AatmaNirbhar) Bharat. He said the Government took
a major step by removing various shackles of unwanted
rules and regulations so that the farmer can freely sell his
produce anywhere in the country and connect directly with
traders who offer a better price for his produce.
Shri Modi said the farmers are being directly linked to the
market and that the Government has provided an investment
of Rs 1,00,000 Crore for linkages like cold storage etc.
This Abhiyaan of 125 days, will work in mission mode, will
involve focused implementation of 25 categories of works/
activities in 116 districts, each with a large concentration of
returnee migrant workers in 6 states of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Odisha. Public
works to be undertaken during this campaign will have a
resource envelope of Rs. 50,000 crores.
The Abhiyaan will be a convergent effort between
12 different Ministries/Departments, namely; Rural

World Bank Group President David Malpass announced that Harvard University professor,
Carmen Reinhart has been appointed as its new vice president and chief economist.

Development, Panchayati Raj, Road Transport &
Highways, Mines, Drinking Water & Sanitation,
Environment, Railways, Petroleum & Natural Gas,
New & Renewable Energy, Border Roads, Telecom and
Agriculture, to expedite implementation of 25 public
infrastructure works and works relating to augmentation
of livelihood opportunities. The major objectives of the
initiative include:
## Saturate villages with public infrastructure and
create livelihood opportunities viz. Roads, Housing,
Anganwadis, Panchayat Bhavans, various livelihood
assets and Community Complexes among others
## The basket of a wide variety of works will
ensure that each migrant worker is able to get an
opportunity of employment according to his skill, in
the coming 125 days. The Program will also prepare
for expansion and development of livelihoods over
a longer term.
The Ministry of Rural Development is the nodal Ministry
for this campaign and the campaign will be implemented
in close coordination with the State Governments. Central
Nodal Officers of the rank of Joint Secretary and above
will be appointed to oversee the effective and timely
implementation of various schemes in the identified
districts.

Key Points
Beneficiaries: The scheme will empower and provide
livelihood opportunities to the returnee migrant workers
and rural citizens who have returned to their home states
due to the Covid-19 induced lockdown.
Duration and Outlay: This campaign will work in mission
mode for 125 days with an outlay of Rs. 50,000 crore.
Coverage: A total of 116 districts across six states,
namely Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand and Odisha (where maximum migrant workers
have returned) have been chosen for the campaign.
These districts are estimated to cover about 2/3 of such
migrant workers.
The chosen districts include 27 Aspirational Districts.
Aspirational Districts are those districts in India which
are affected by poor socio-economic indicators. These
are aspirational in the context, that improvement in
these districts can lead to the overall improvement
in human development in India. It is a NITI Aayog’s
Programme.
Implementation: It will involve intensified and focused
implementation of 25 different types of works to provide
employment to the migrant workers on one hand and create

infrastructure in the rural regions of the country on the
other hand.
Participants: 12 different Ministries/Departments, namely,
Rural Development, Panchayati Raj, Road Transport
and Highways, Mines, Drinking Water and Sanitation,
Environment, Railways, etc. will be coordinating for the
implementation of the scheme.
Connectivity: The villages will join this programme
through the Common Service Centres (CSCs) and Krishi
Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) maintaining the norms of social
distancing in the wake of the pandemic.

Common Service Centres:
Common Services Centres are a strategic cornerstone of
the National e-Governance Plan (NeGP).
It was approved in May 2006 to introduce e-governance
on a massive scale under the National Common Minimum
Programme.
Objective: To provide high quality and cost-effective
video, voice and data content and services, in the areas
of e-governance, education, health, telemedicine,
entertainment as well as other private services. A highlight
of the CSCs is that it offers web-enabled e-governance
services in rural areas, including application forms,
certificates and utility payments such as electricity,
telephone and water bills.

Krishi Vigyan Kendras
The first KVK was established in 1974 at Puducherry. It
is an integral part of the National Agricultural Research
System (NARS). India has one of the largest national
agricultural research systems in the world. It consists of
scientists, technical staff, administration support staff
and auxiliary staff. Such a large number of research and
other personnel are required because India is blessed
with a variety of agro-climatic conditions and it conducts
research on all aspects of agriculture to suit these
diversified conditions.
Aim: Assessment of location specific technology modules
in agriculture and allied enterprises, through technology
assessment, refinement and demonstrations. KVKs also
produce quality technological products (seed, planting
material, bio-agents, livestock) and make it available
to farmers. The KVK scheme is 100% financed by
the Government of India and funds are sanctioned to
Agricultural Universities, Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) institutes, related Government
Departments and Non-Government Organizations (NGOs)
working in Agriculture. These are crucial to fulfilling the
target of doubling farmers’ income by 2022.

Athletic Club Bilbao''s veteran striker, Aritz Aduriz, has announced his retirement from the
game with immediate effect.
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Galwan Valley

Galwan Valley was discovered by Rasul Galwan in
the year 1890. At that time Rasul Galwan must have
been 12–13 years old. In 1892–93, Sir Young Husband
undertook an expedition to try new ways of silk form
for trade. Rasul Galwan was also part of the same
campaign. When Sir Young Husband's team wandered
into the Galwan Valley, Rasul Galwan showed them
the way and helped the team to a safe place. Actually,
Rasul Galwan had visited that deserted valley many
times and he also knew about Galwan Nala. The British
government was pleased with Rasul Galwan and named
this valley after him. Since then, this area is known as
Galwan Valley.
Aksai, a disputed area in the Galwan Valley near Ladakh, is
in China. The Line of Actual Control Aksai separates China
from India. The Galwan region comes under Chusool
Council of Ladakh. The Galwan Valley is located between
Ladakh and Aksai China from where the India-China
border is quite close.
The Galwan Valley extends from Ladakh towards India
to southern Xinjiang in China. The region is strategically
important for India, as it is engaged with both Pakistan and
China's Xinjiang.
The river Galwan was named after Ghulam Rasul Galwan.
He was a trekking guide living in Leh. Around 1900, he
discovered the Galwan River. The Galwan River originates
from the Samangalinga in the eastern end of the Karakoram
Range, then joins the Shyok River to the west.
A bridge is being built on the Galwan River from the
Indian side. In view of the current tense situation, India has
accelerated the construction of the bridge, for this, the BRO
has engaged a large number of laborers.
In the Galwan Valley, India is constructing a road, to
prevent it, China keeps on carrying out tensions on the
border several times. Daybook-Shyok-Daulat Beg Oldi
Road (DBO) can give India a big advantage in this entire
region.
This road is very important for the supply of goods and
ammunition etc. to the troops stationed near Karakoram
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Pass. The DBO sector symbolizes the representation of
Indian presence on the Aksai-Chin Plateau.
In the case of the Galwan River, the highest ridgeline
passes relatively close to the river, allowing China to
dominate the passes of the Shyok Route. Also, if China
did not control the entire part of the Galwan River Valley,
India could have used the river valley to emerge on the
Aksai Chin Plateau and would have posed a threat to
Chinese positions there.
China is calling the construction of India in the Galwan
Valley illegal because according to the India-China
agreement, there has been talking of accepting LAC
and not constructing new ones. China has already built
the necessary military there and now it is talking about
maintaining the current situation. To strengthen its position
now India also wants to build a strategic building there.
China has also built several outposts in the area around the
Galwan Valley. There is also a large base of China at some
distance from here.
The foundation of the terrible war between India and China
in the year 1962 is believed to be the Galwan area. Then
33 Indian soldiers were martyred at Galwan's Army Post
and several dozen were taken captive. From then on, China
occupied the entire territory with its claim on Aksai-China.
This is where the war between India and China started.
A few months before the declaration of the 1962 war, the
armies of the two countries came face to face in July in the
Galwan Valley. The Gorkha soldiers of India then formed
a post on the way to the valley. The path of a Chinese post
was cut from this post.
China called it an attack on itself. After this, Chinese
soldiers laid siege to Indian soldiers. After this, India had
supplied food and military supplies by helicopter to this
post for four months.

1. What happened on the night of
15 -16 June in Galwan?
On June 15-16, 20 soldiers, including a colonel of the Indian
Army, were killed in the skirmish on LAC in the Galwan

India's top oil and gas producer ONGC and country's biggest electricity generator NTPC have
signed a preliminary agreement to set up a joint venture company for renewable energy projects.

Valley of Ladakh. India claims that the Chinese soldiers
have also been damaged, but no official statement has come
from China about it. China has not considered any harm to
its army. After this, the already existing tensions in both
countries have increased. Both countries are accusing each
other of encroaching their territories.
It is being told that in the skirmish between the two armies
on the India-China Line of Actual Control (LAC) in the
Galwan Valley, an iron rod was used as a weapon on which
the nails were attached.

2. Why are these violent conflicts
still happening? When and how
did it start?
The current dispute on the Indo-China border began in the
third week of April, when the number of troops and heavy
trucks on the Ladakh border, i.e. Line of Actual Control,
had increased to China, according to defense experts.
Since then, movements of Chinese troops have been
reported on the border in May. There were also reports
that Chinese soldiers were seen patrolling in the lake that
determines the border in Ladakh.
In the annual report for the year 2018-19, the Ministry of
Defense of India had said that the government has marked
a 3812 km area for road construction on the India-China
border. Of these, the work of constructing 3418 km of road
has been given to Border Roads Organization (BRO). Most
of these projects have been completed.
Experts of the India-China border dispute are of the
opinion that this construction work is the real reason
for the dispute between the two countries, but they also
believe that this is not the only reason. Some experts see
the India-China border dispute as a combination of many
circumstances.
For this, in the opinion of experts in India, the removal
of Article 370 by the Government of India in August last
year, the changes in the foreign policy of India, China's
internal politics, and China's efforts to maintain itself in
world politics in the era of Corona. Should be seen by
adding to.

3. Why Galwan Valley is important
for both countries?
Galwan Valley is in the disputed area, Aksai Chin. The
Galwan Valley is located near the Indo-China border
between Ladakh and Aksai Chin. The Line of Actual
Control (LAC) here separates Aksai Chin from India.
Both India and China claim Aksai China. This valley
extends to southern Xinjiang in China and Ladakh in

India. These areas are strategically important for India
as it is bordering Pakistan, China's Xinjiang, and Ladakh
borders.
Even during the war of 1962, this area of the Galwan River
had been a major center of the war. The mountains on both
sides of this valley strategically give advantage to the army.
Even in the heat of June, the temperature is less than zero
degrees.
According to historians, the name of this place was named
after a simple Ladakhi man, Ghulam Rasul Galwan. It was
Ghulam Rasul who discovered this place.
On the Indian side, it is claimed that India is constructing
a road in its area in the Galwan Valley, which China has
done to stop it.
Darbuka-Shyok-Daulat Beg Oldi Road will give India
a great advantage in this entire region. This road is very
important to supply the troops stationed near Karakoram
Pass.

4. What is the Line of Actual
Control (LAC)? How is it different
from the Line of Control (LoC)?
The total length of the land border of India is 15,106.7
kilometers, which takes a total of seven countries. Apart
from this, there is a 7516.6 km long maritime boundary.
According to the Government of India, these seven
countries are Bangladesh (4,096.7 km), China (3,488
km), Pakistan (3,323 km), Nepal (1,751 km), Myanmar
(1,643 km), Bhutan (699 km) and Afghanistan (106
km).
India shares a 3,488 km border with China. This border
passes through Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and Arunachal Pradesh.
It is divided into three sectors - Western Sector i.e. Jammu
and Kashmir, Middle Sector i.e. Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand and Eastern Sector i.e. Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh. However, the two countries have not yet fully
demarcated. Because there is a boundary dispute between
the two over many areas.
Due to these disputes, there was never a boundary between
the two countries. However, to maintain the status quo, the
Line of Actual Control i.e. LAC term was used.
More than seven decades have passed, but Jammu and
Kashmir remain the main issue of tension between India
and Pakistan. This region is currently divided by a Line
of Control, on one side of which is with India and the
other with Pakistan. It is called the India-Pakistan Line of
Control.

Bharti Airtel has acquired 10 per cent stake in Gurgaon-based start-up Voicezen, which focusses
on conversational artificial intelligence technologies.
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Ring of
fire
Solar eclipse
The annular phase was visible only in few places of
northern India, while the rest of the country observed
this event partially on 21 June, said a press release from
Planetary Society, India. Across the world, the eclipse
in various phases occured between 9:16 a.m. and 3:04
p.m. “In India depending on the location of a person
from the central path, the eclipse, mostly in the partial
phase, was visible between 9:56 a.m. to 2:29 p.m.,” the
release said.
Across the world the eclipse visible in the region covering
Africa except western and southern parts, southeast Europe,
Asia (except north and eastern Russia) and Indonesia,
among others.
Though the central path of the eclipse began it journey
in Congo (Africa), in India it traverses from Suratgarh
(Rajasthan), Sirsa and Kurukshetra (Haryana), Dehradun,
Chamoli and Joshimath in Uttarakhand, thus giving people
in these areas the opportunity to observe the Sun as a ring
of fire, when the Moon comes between the Earth and the
Sun.
In a total eclipse, the disc of the Sun is fully obscured by
the Moon. In partial and annular eclipses, only a part of the
Sun is obscured.
People in Tamil Nadu will get to witnesed a partial
solar eclipse. This year, the Tamil Nadu Science and
Technology Centre was not made arrangements for people
to view the partial solar eclipse in Chennai. Its executive
director, S. Soundararajaperumal, said arrangements were
not made due to the lockdown in view of COVID-19. The
partial eclipse began at 10:22 a.m. and end at 1:41 p.m.
in Chennai.
Scientists advised people that it is unsafe to observe the sun
directly as it may lead to eye injury.
One of the safe methods to watch the eclipse is through
projection. Binoculars or small telescopes could be used
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to project a magnified image of the sun on a white piece
of card.

Ring of Fire
We can imagine a "negative shadow" or anti-umbra, as
the mirror image of the umbra, beginning at the tip of the
umbral shadow and extending out to infinity. The ground
track of the anti-umbra traces out a "path of annularity" and
observers who are within this narrow shadow track, which
will average about 33 miles (53 km) in width, will see the
dark silhouette of the moon, surrounded by a ring of bright
sunlight.
That ring will be exceedingly narrow; the moon's
apparent diameter will be 99.4% as large as that of the
sun, so the width of that ring of sunlight at its thinnest
will measure no more than six-tenths of one percent of
the sun.
Thus a bright ring of the sun's disk will remain
uneclipsed, unfortunately bright enough to prevent a
view of the solar corona and keeping the sky just bright
enough to squelch any view of the stars and most of the
planets. The term annular is derived from the Latin word
annulus, meaning "ring shaped," and in recent years, the
mainstream media have branded such events as "ring of
fire" eclipses.

What is Solar Eclipse?
An eclipse of the Sun happens when the New Moon
moves between the Sun and Earth, blocking out the
Sun's rays and casting a shadow on parts of Earth. The
Moon's shadow is not big enough to engulf the entire
planet, so the shadow is always limited to a certain
area. This area changes during the course of the
eclipse because the Moon and Earth are in constant
motion: Earth continuously rotates around its axis
while it orbits the Sun, and the Moon orbits Earth.
This is why solar eclipses seem to travel from one
place to another.

Renowned vocalist Shyamala G Bhave, who had an equal command over Hindustani and
Carnatic music, died. She was 79.

Types of Solar EclipsesThere are 4 different types of solar eclipses. How much of
the Sun's disk is eclipsed, the eclipse magnitude, depends
on which part of the Moon's shadow falls on Earth.
1.

Partial solar eclipses occur when the Moon only
partially obscures the Sun's disk and casts only its
penumbra on Earth.

2.

Annular solar eclipses take place when the Moon's
disk is not big enough to cover the entire disk of the
Sun, and the Sun's outer edges remain visible to form
a ring of fire in the sky. An annular eclipse of the Sun
takes place when the Moon is near apogee, and the
Moon's antumbra falls on Earth.

3.

Total solar eclipses happen when the Moon completely
covers the Sun, and it can only take place when the
Moon is near perigee, the point of the Moon's orbit
closest to Earth. You can only see a total solar eclipse
if you're in the path where the Moon casts its darkest
shadow, the umbra.

4.

Hybrid Solar Eclipses, also known as annular-total
eclipses, are the rarest type. They occur when the same
eclipse changes from an annular to a total solar eclipse,
and/or vice versa, along the eclipse's path.

Protect Your Eyes!
1.

Never look directly at the Sun, eclipsed or otherwise,
without any protective eyewear. The Sun’s UV
radiation can burn the retinas in your eyes leading to
permanent damage or even blindness.

2.

The best way to safely watch a total solar eclipse is to
wear protective eclipse glasses or to project an image
of the eclipsed Sun using a pinhole projector.

RING OF FIREThe Ring of Fire is a direct result of plate
tectonics:
the
movement
and
collisions
of lithospheric plates, especially subduction in the
northern portion. The southern portion is more
complex, with a number of smaller tectonic plates
in collision with the Pacific plate from the Mariana
Islands, the Philippines, Bougainville, Tonga, and New
Zealand.
The eastern section of the ring is the result of the Nazca
Plate and the Cocos Plate being subducted beneath the
westward moving South American Plate. The Cocos Plate
is being subducted beneath the Caribbean Plate, in Central

America. A portion of the Pacific Plate and the small Juan
de Fuca Plate are being subducted beneath the North
American Plate.
Along the northern portion, the northwestward-moving
Pacific plate is being subducted beneath the Aleutian
Islands arc. Farther west, the Pacific plate is being
subducted along the Kamchatka Peninsula arcs on south
past Japan.
The southern portion is more complex, with a number of
smaller tectonic plates in collision with the Pacific plate from
the Mariana Islands, the Philippines, Bougainville, Tonga,
and New Zealand; this portion excludes Australia, since it
lies in the center of its tectonic plate.
Indonesia lies between the Ring of Fire along the
northeastern islands adjacent to and including New
Guinea and the Alpide belt along the south and west from
Sumatra, Java, Bali, Flores, and Timor.

India earthquake warning:
INDIA'S national capital region (NCR) could be hit
by a major earthquake, geologists have warned after
a spate of low-intensity tremors between April, May
and June.
Earthquake experts have warned of a major tremor in the
"coming days" in the Delhi national capital region (NCR)
after 10 low to moderate events over one-and-a-half
months. Some geologists have interpreted the earthquakes
as a potential sign of a bigger quake brewing. Dr Kalachand
Sain, Chief of Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, said:
"We cannot predict time, place or exact scale, but do believe
that there is a consistent seismic activity going around in
the NCR region and can trigger in a major earthquake in
Delhi."
A low-intensity tremor struck Delhi on, June 8, at about
1pm local time, reaching magnitude 2.1. A weaker
earthquake also hit close to the capital on, June 7, reaching
magnitude 1.3. On June 3, a magnitude 3 earthquake
rocked Delhi and Noida with no immediate reports of
casualties or damage.
However, Professor Chandon Ghose of the Indian Institute
of Technology, Jammu, has warned a stronger earthquake
in the region could be cataclysmic.
He said: "Everyone knows that Delhi-NCR falls under
seismic zone-4, and it's prone to tremors but still most
of the builders do not conform to the norms of BIS.
"There is a nexus between architects and builders which

Former Uttar Pradesh Secondary Education Minister and former BJP MP Dr. Nepal Singh
passed away in Moradabad. He was 79.
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somehow compromise the stringent earthquake (resistant)
codes. "So, on any given day, if an earthquake of higher
magnitude strikes here, the consequences would be
grievous."

Every day several million earthquakes strike across the
globe. Japan, which sits in the Pacific Ring of Fire, is one
of the most seismically active regions in the world.

According to the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), many
of the buildings in the region do not adhere to mandatory
guidelines. On, May 29, two tremors shook Delhi, peaking
at magnitude 4.5 on the Richter scale. A magnitude 4.3
earthquake also struck southeast of Sohra near the IndiaBangladesh border on June 3.

The Bureau of Indian Standards has classified regions in
India into four seismic zones on the basis of historical
seismic activity. These are zones II, III, IV and V. Among
these, Zone V is the most seismically active region and
zone II is the least active. According to Modified Mercalli
scale, the seismic zone intensity are classified as zone II
(low intensity zone), zone III (moderate intensity zone),
zone IV (severe intensity zone) and zone V (very severe
intensity zone).

Professor Ghose said: "At Richter scale 6.0, the effect
of the earthquake in Delhi would be devastating. Many
buildings would be razed to dust." Comparing the
situation to Japan, the earthquake expert said the country
"religiously" follows constructions codes. Between
April 12 and May 29 this year, the National Centre for
Seismology has recorded 10 earthquakes in the Delhi
NCR.
Dr A K Shukla, former Head of Earthquake Risk
Evaluation Centre, Indian Metrology Department, said:
"Most of these earthquakes were of low magnitude
measuring from 2.3 to 4.5. “One of the reasons for
increasing numbers of tremors hitting Delhi is that the
local fault system here is quite active. "Such fault systems
around Delhi are capable of producing an earthquake of
magnitude around 6 to 6.5."
According to the US Geological Survey (USGS) swarms
of small tremors and consecutive earthquakes increasing
in magnitude can sometimes act as precursors, but are not
guaranteed to do so.
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Seismic zones in India

According to the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Zone V
includes entire northeastern India, parts of Jammu and
Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Rann of
Kutch in Gujarat, parts of North Bihar and Andaman &
Nicobar Islands.
Zone-IV includes the remaining parts of Jammu and
Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh. Delhi-NCR region,
Sikkim, northern parts of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West
Bengal, parts of Gujarat and small portions of Maharashtra
near the west coast and Rajasthan also fall in this zone.
Regions under zone III are Goa, Kerala, Lakshadweep,
remaining parts of Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat and West Bengal,
parts of Punjab, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamilnadu and Karnataka.
The remaining portion of the country falls under zone II

Former president of the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) Vimal Gandhi passed away.
He was 75..

DESIGNATION
S.No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

WHO’S WHO
DESIGNATION
Chairman, Rajya Sabha
Lok Sabha Speaker
Chairman of Niti Ayog
Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Leader of House in Lok Sabha
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Chief Election Commissioner
Election Commissioner
Director General, ITBP
Chief Vigilance Commissioner
Foreign Secretary
Comptroller & Auditor General of India
Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre
Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
CBI Director
Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities
Chairman, UPSC
Director General, National Investigation Agency
Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy
Chairman, SSC
Chairman,National Human Rights Commission
Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India
Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes
Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India
Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India
Chairperson, State Bank of India
India’s permanent representative in UNO
Home Secretary
Chairperson of National Commission for Women
Chairman, 15th Finance Commission
Chairman, Competition Commission of India
Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification
President, ASSOCHAM
Chairman, NASSCOM
Chief of Defence Staff
Chief of Air Staff
Chief of Naval Staff
Chief of Army Staff
Chief, RAW
Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
National Commission for Scheduled Castes
President, FICCI
Chairman of 21st Law Commission
National Security Advisor
Chairperson, Prasar Bharati
DG of National Testing Agency
Finance Secretary
Chairman, Indian Banks Association

WHO'S WHO
NAME
Venkaiah Naidu
Om Birla
Narendra D. Modi
Ghulam Nabi Azad
Narendra D. Modi
Sunil Arora
Ashok Lavasa, Sushil Chandra
S S Deshwal
Sanjay Kothari
Harsh Vardhan Shringla
Rajiv Mehrishi
S. Somanath
R. S Sharma
Rishi Kumar Shukla
Nand Kumar Sai
Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
Arvind Saxena
Y.C. Modi
K. Sivan
K. N. Vyas
Braj Raj Sharma
Justice H.L. Dattu
Vivek Joshi
Pramod Chandra Mody
Subash Chandra Khuntia
Ajay Tyagi
Rajnish Kumar
T S Tirumurti
Ajay Kumar Bhalla
Rekha Sharma
N. K. Singh
Ashok Kumar Gupta
Prasoon Joshi
Niranjan Hiranandani
UB Pravin Rao
General Bipin Rawat
Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria
Admiral Karambir Singh
General Manoj Mukund Naravane
Samant Goel
A.K. Mohanty
Ram Shankar Katheria
Sandip Somany
Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
Ajit Doval
Dr. A. Surya Prakash
Vineet Joshi
Ajay Bhushan Pandey
Rajnish Kumar

Data as on 07th July, 2020
Ashley Cooper, who won four Grand Slam singles titles including the Australian,
Wimbledon and U.S. championships in 1958, has died. He was 83.
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QUIZ TIME

CURRENT AFFAIRS
CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

Q.1.

Recently which state government has launched
“Charan Paduka” campaign for the migrant
labourers moving through the state?

Q.8.

(1) Uttar Pradesh		

(2) Bihar

(1) Rs 20,000 crores

(2) Rs 30,500 crores

(3) Madhya Pradesh

(4) Maharashtra

(3) Rs 20,500 crores

(4) Rs 30,000 crores

(5) Chhattisgarh
Q.2.

Q.3.

(5) Rs 10,500 crores

Recently who has been appointed as the new
director-general of the National Real Estate
Development Council?
(1) Rajesh Goel		

(2) Vijay Arora

(3) Rohit Verma		

(4) Sanjay Khare

(1) Manu Sahney		

(2) Mushtaque Ahmad

(5) Sumit Mishra

(3) Jay Shah		

(4) Shashank Manohar

Recently Chinese smartphone maker OPPO
announced a partnership with which telecom
company to boost 5G adoption in the world?

(5) Navdeep Suri

(2) Airtel

(3) BSNL

(1) 17th May

(2) 11th May

Recently which bank has started a special business
vertical dedicated to gold loans to meet the financial
needs of its customers due to the COVID-19
pandemic?

(4) 4th May

(5) 7th May

(3) Canara Bank		

(4) Indian Bank

(5) Punjab National Bank
Recently which state government has launched
the ‘Indira Priyadarshini Baby Kit’ distribution
programme to newborn girls born in state hospitals?
(1) Haryana

(2) Rajasthan

(3) Gujarat

(4) Uttar Pradesh (5) West Bengal
Q.6.

Q.7.
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Q.10. The theme of World Hypertension Day 2020 is
Measure Your Blood Pressure, Control It, Live
Longer, it is celebrated on which date?

(4) Reliance Jio (5) MTNL

(1) State Bank of India (2) Union Bank of India

Q.5.

Q.9.

Recently the International Cricket Council’s
Cricket Committee has recommended banning
on the use of saliva to shine the ball, who is the
Chairman of International Cricket Council?

(1) Vodafone
Q.4.

Recently how much fund was released by
NABARD for Kharif and pre-monsoon
operations?

Kotak Mahindra Bank has become the first bank in
India to allow video Know Your Customer, where
is headquarter of the Kotak Mahindra Bank?
(1) New Delhi

(2) Chennai

(4) Kolkata

(5) Lucknow

(3) Mumbai

Recently in which country the Bundesliga primary
football league has become the world’s first major
sports event to resume after COVID-19 lockdown?
(1) Brazil

(2) Mexico

(4) Germany

(5) Spain
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(3) Croatia

(3) 15th May

Q.11. Recently who has been appointed as the new
President Indian Steel Association?
(1) Deepak Mishra

(2) Dilip Oommen

(3) Hariom Kaushik

(4) Mridul Sharma

(5) Vinit Singh
Q.12. “Mee Annapurna” initiative has been launched
in which state, by an IRDA licensed insurance
intermediary “Integrated Risk Insurance” recently?
(1) Rajasthan		

(2) Odisha

(3) Chhattisgarh		

(4) Maharashtra

(5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.13. Recently Carmen Reinhart has been appointed as
its new Vice President and Chief Economist of
which of the organisation?
(1) IMF		

(2) UNO

(3) World Bank		

(4) SAARC

(5) WHO
Q.14. Recently Flipkart has tied-up with which Insurance
Company to offer a digital motor insurance policy
to Flipkart’s customers?

Former Inter Milan coach Luigi Simoni, who led the club to the UEFA Cup title in 1998,
died in Pisa at the age of 81 years.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
(1) SBI Life Insurance

(3) Central Railway

(2) Max Life Insurance

(5) South Central Railway
Q.21. Researchers of which IIT have discovered new
ways to prevent memory loss due to Alzheimer?

(3) Aditya Birla Sun Life Insurance
(4) Bajaj Allianz General Insurance
(5) ICICI Prudential Life Insurance
Q.15. Recently two Indian Powerlifters Savita Kumari &
Ankit Shishodia have been provisionally suspended
by the National Anti Doping Agency, where is the
headquarter of National Anti Doping Agency?
(1) Mumbai

(2) New Delhi

(4) Bengaluru

(5) Hyderabad

(3) Chennai

Q.16. Recently Ministry of Defence has approved
procurement of how many defence items to boost
“Make in India” initiative?
(1) 26

(2) 20

(4) 30

(5) 15

(3) 16

Q.17. Recently Swiss firm Zurich Airport International
AG has got security clearance from the Centre for
developing Jewar airport, Jewar airport is situated
in which state?
(1) Maharashtra (2) Gujarat

(3) Rajasthan

(4) Uttar Pradesh (5) West Bengal
Q.18. Recently “Didi Vehicle Service” has been launched
by the women of Rural Livelihood Mission in
the tribal-dominated at which district of Madhya
Pradesh?
(1) Jhabua

(2) Bhind

(4) Rewa

(5) Satna

(4) North Eastern Railway

(3) Morena

Q.19. Every year Anti Terrorism Day is observed on 21st
May every year in India, on the death anniversary
of which of the Prime Minister?
(1) Lal Bahadur Shashtri
(2) Charan Singh
(3) Rajiv Gandhi

(1) IIT Guwahati		

(2) IIT Madras

(3) IIT Bombay		

(4) IIT Kanpur

(5) IIT Delhi
Q.22. Which state government has launched “Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana” on 21st May on the
death anniversary of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi?
(1) Rajasthan		

(2) Tamil Nadu

(3) Kerala		

(4) Madhya Pradesh

(5) Chhattisgarh
Q.23. The Union Cabinet extended the Pradhan Mantri
Vaya Vandana Yojana a social security scheme for
senior citizens, till which year?
(1) January, 2023		

(2) December, 2023

(3) July, 2022		

(4) April, 2022

(5) March, 2023
Q.24. Recently which State/UT launched an initiative
“SUKOON – COVID-19 Beat the Stress”?
(1) Delhi		

(2) Jammu & Kashmir

(3) Goa		

(4) Chandigarh

(5) Chhattisgarh
Q.25. Recently the central government has launched a
scheme for complete solarization of which of the
temple?
(1) Kedarnath Temple (2) Konark Sun Temple
(3) Khajuraho Temple (4) Akshardham Temple
(5) Iskcon Temple
Q.26. Recently who has been appointed as additional
judge of Kerala High Court by President Ramnath
Kovind?

(4) Indira Gandhi

(1) Karunakaran Nair Haripal

(5) Jawahar Lal Nehru

(2) Sangita Dhingra Sehgal

Q.20. Recently which of the following railway zone has
developed a robotic device Rail Bot?
(1) Northern Railway (2) Eastern Railway

(3) Govind Mathur
(4) Sanjay Karol
(5) B. P. Dharmadhikari

To give a boost to the sports sector in the state, the Mizoram Cabinet granted industry
status to sports.
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Q.27. Recently Oil India Limited has received
environmental clearance for its exploration project
beneath which national park?
(1) Jim Corbett National Park
(2) Gugamal National Park

(1) USA

(2) Italy

(3) Dibru-Saikhowa National Park

(4) Russia

(5) UK

(4) Kaziranga National Park
(5) Madhav National Park
Q.28. Recently Athletic Club Bilbao's veteran striker,
Aritz Aduriz, has announced his retirement, he is
related to which country?
(1) Australia

(2) Brazil

(4) Spain

(5) Russia

(3) Italy

Q.29. The Reserve Bank of India announced a Rs
15,000-crore line of credit to the Export-Import
Bank of India to help the sagging foreign trade,
where is the headquarter of EXIM Bank?
(1) New Delhi

(2) Mumbai

(4) Chennai

(5) Kolkata

(3) Lucknow

Q.30. The theme of International Day for Biological
Diversity 2020 is “Our solutions are in nature”, it
is celebrated on which date?
(1) 21st May

(2) 22nd May

(4) 28th May

(5) 10th May

(3) 15th May

Q.31. Recently who has been appointed as the new
chairman of Vodafone group?
(1) Jean-Francois Van Boxmeer
(2) Shantanu Narayen
(3) Joseph R. Swedish
(5) Vinay Joshi
Q.32. Recently the Reserve Bank of India has reduced
the reverse repo rate from 3.75 percent to what
percentage?
(1) 3.45 %

(2) 3.00 %

(4) 3.60 %

(5) 3.50 %

(3) 3.35 %

(2) UNICEF

(4) World Bank (5) UNESCO
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Q.35. Recently India and Bangladesh have operationalized
how many new ports of call to enhance connectivity
and trade between two countries?
(1) 3

(2) 1		

(4) 6

(5) 5

(3) 2

Q.36. Recently who has been appointed as the National
President of FICCI Ladies Organization?
(1) Jahnabi Phookan

(2) Sunita Chandra

(3) Archana Pal		

(4) Riya Mehta

(5) Kusum Goswami
Q.37. Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced an
interim assistance of how many crores for West
Bengal and Odisha after reviewing the situation
caused by cyclone 'Amphan'?
(1) Rs 1,000 crore

(2) Rs 1,200 crore

(3) Rs 1,500 crore

(4) Rs 1,800 crore

(5) Rs 2,000 crore
Q.38. Recently the US Senate has passed a bill to remove
the Kahmidis of which country from the stock
exchange?
(1) Pakistan

(2) Bangladesh

(4) Nepal

(5) Russia

(3) China

(1) Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(2) Indian Oil Corporation Limited
(3) Reliance Industries Limited
(4) Oil India Ltd

Q.33. Recently which organization has partnered with
Airtel Africa to support children & families
affected by COVID-19.
(1) WHO

(3) China

Q.39. Recently NTPC has signed MoU with which
company to a start joint venture for renewable
energy business?

(4) Jes Staley
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Q.34. India became the second largest producer of
Personal Protective Equipment in the world, which
country is the leading producer of PPE in the
world?

(3) UNO

(5) Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
Q.40. Former Uttar Pradesh Secondary Education
Minister and former MP Dr. Nepal Singh has
passed away, he was related to which political
Party?

Infrastructure consultancy and engineering company RITES has signed an agreement for acquiring
24 per cent stake in Indian Railway Stations Development Corporation (IRSDC) for Rs 48 crore.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
Q.47. Recently the World Bank has agreed to grant how
much loan to Pakistan to help it reduce the impact
of coronavirus crisis and improve healthcare
quality?

(1) Bhartiya Janata Party
(2) Bahujan Samaj Party
(3) All India Trinamool Congress
(4) Samajwadi Party

(1) $100 million		

(2) $200 million

(5) Indian National Congress

(3) $300 million		

(4) $400 million

Q.41. Recently who has been appointed by the World
Bank to a key position on climate change and
disaster management in South Asia region?
(1) Mayank Agrahari

(2) Surendra Tripathi

(3) Anubhav Sinha

(4) Abhas Jha

(5) Abhay Mukherjee
Q.42. Which state government has launched the Shram
Siddhi campaign in every Panchayat to provide job
to every labourer?

(5) $500 million
Q.48. Hall of Fame college basketball coach Eddie Sutton
has passed away recently, he was related to which
country?
(1) England

(2) US

(3) Australia

(4) Spain

(5) France

Q.49. Recently who has been elected as the Chairman
of the Executive Board of the World Health
Organization (WHO)?

(1) Andhra Pradesh

(2) Madhya Pradesh

(1) Dr. Harsh Wardhan (2) Amit Shah

(3) Gujarat		

(4) Rajasthan

(3) Dr Hiroki Nakatani (4) Ravi Shankar Prasad
(5) S Jay Shankar

(5) Chhattisgarh
Q.43. Recently legend player and winner of three
Olympic gold medals Balbir Singh Dosanjh has
passed away, he was related to which sport?
(1) Football

(2) Cricket

(3) Hockey

(4) Table Tennis (5) Badminton

(2) Chennai

(4) Mumbai

(5) Vadodara

(1) Last Sunday of May
(2) Last Tuesday of May
(3) Third Monday of May

Q.44. In order to meet the temporary liquidity mismatch
arising out of COVID-19 outbreak, Canara bank
has announced 'CANARA CREDIT SUPPORT'
for all of their borrowers who have been affected
by COVID-19, where is the headquarter of Canara
bank?
(1) Bengaluru

Q.50. Every year, National Memorial Day is celebrated
on-

(3) Kolkata

Q.45. Recently who has been appointed as the chief of
Jammu and Kashmir Public Service Commission?

(4) last Monday of May
(5) Third Friday of May
Q.51. Tennis player Jamie Hampton has announced her
retirement from the professional tennis, she is
related to which country?
(1) Australia

(2) US

(3) Spain

(4) Italy

(5) France

Q.52. According to the report of Forbes who has become
the world’s highest-paid female athlete?

(1) Arvind Mehta		

(2) Ajay Bhatiya

(1) Serena Williams

(3) B R Sharma		

(4) Mayank Gupta

(3) Angelique Kerber (4) Naomi Osaka

(5) Gaurav Mishra

(5) Sloane Stephens

Q.46. Recently US has announced that it will provide $6
million aid to which country to support its effort in
the fight against the coronavirus pandemic?
(1) China

(2) France

(4) Pakistan

(5) Bangladesh

(2) Simona Halep

(3) Italy

Q.53. Recently which country has completely lifted
nationwide emergency imposed following Corona
Virus pandemic?
(1) China

(2) Italy

(4) USA

(5) Pakistan

The Vodafone Group has named Heineken CEO Jean-Francois Van Boxmeer as its new
chairman.

(3) Japan
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Q.54. Recently which of the celebrity has launched his
own grooming and personal care brand FRSH?
(1) Salman Khan		

(2) Virat Kohli

(3) Akshay Kumar

(4) Ranveer Kapoor

(5) Varun Dhawan
Q.55. Which state has become the first state to give
industry status to sports?
(1) Manipur		

(2) Mizoram

(3) Haryana		

(4) Andhra Pradesh

(5) Telangana
Q.56. Recently which company has promoted its CEO
for Food Delivery, Mohit Gupta, to the position of
Co-Founder?
(1) Swiggy

(2) Food Panda

(4) Uber Eats

(5) Zomato

(3) Big Basket

Q.57. Recently which country’s Navy successfully tests
first solid state laser weapon system to destroy
aircraft mid-flight?
(1) Russia

(2) Japan

(4) US

(5) Pakistan

(3) Germany

Q.58. Recently which Union Minister has inaugurated
the 440 metre-long tunnel, constructed below the
busy town of Chamba as part of the Chardham
Connectivity Project?
(1) Amit Shah		

(2) Narendra Singh Tomar

(3) Nitin Gadkari		

(4) Rajnath Singh

(5) Dharmendra Pradhan
Q.59. Which state has become the first state to release
report on conservation of endemic, threatened
floras?
(1) Jharkhand		

(2) Uttar Pradesh

(3) Rajasthan		

(4) Madhya Pradesh

(5) Uttarakhand
Q.60. Recently Hana Kimura has passed away, she was
related to which sports?
(1) Wrestling

(2) Tennis

(4) Hockey

(5) Table Tennis

(3) Badminton

Q.61. Recently which country has successfully tested its
first unmanned helicopter drone?
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(1) US

(2) Russia

(4) China

(5) South Korea

(3) Japan

Q.62. Who has become the first Indian peacekeeper
to receive UN Military Gender Advocate award
2019?
(1) Kanchan Goswami (2) Suman Gawani
(3) Rajani Gautam

(4) Meena Kumar

(5) Anjali Thakur
Q.63. From which month programme ‘Hunar Haat’ will
restart with the theme of “Local to Global” in
2020?
(1) December

(2) November

(4) September

(5) July

(3) October

Q.64. Recently country's largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki
India has joined hands with which bank to offer
retail financing schemes to its customers?
(1) HDFC Bank		

(2) ICICI Bank

(3) State Bank of India (4) Axis Bank
(5) Punjab National Bank
Q.65. What is the name of Haitian Football Federation
chief who has been provisionally banned recently
by FIFA?
(1) Yves Jean-Bart

(2) Derrick Etienne

(3) Stevens Hock		

(4) Bryan Nazon

(5) Frantzdy Pierrot
Q.66. Recently Shyamala G. Bhave has passed away, she
was what?
(1) Writer

(2) Politician

(4) Journalist

(5) Singer

(3) Actress

Q.67. Recently NASA has renamed its next generation
Space Telescope "Wide-Fill Infrared Developer
Telescope (WFIRST)", which will be launched in
honor of Nancy Grace Roman, in which year?
(1) 2022

(2) 2023

(4) 2024

(5) 2025

(3) 2021

Q.68. Recently who has been appointed as the Indian
Ambassador to the Republic of Niger?
(1) Ayush Sharma

(2) Vinay Joshi

(3) Manish Rawat

(4) Prem K Nair

(5) Abhishek Pandey

Indian economist Abhas Jha has been appointed by the World Bank to a key position on
climate change and disaster management in South Asia region.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
Q.69. Recently who has won the Inventor of the year
Award, NYIPLA 2020?
(1) Dr. Rajiv Joshi

(2) Sharad Chandra

(3) Vivek Agrawal

(4) Vipul Pal

(5) Sumit Arora
Q.70. Recently Indian and which of the country have
discussed joint research and development on
Artificial Intelligence technology and big data?
(1) Nigeria

(2) Indonesia

(4) Uganda

(5) Iceland

(3) Israel

(2) China

(4) Brazil

(5) Denmark

(3) Philippines

Q.72. Recently Flipkart has signed MoU with which
state’s Mango Department to support mango
farmers?
(1) Karnataka		

(2) Punjab

(3) Uttar Pradesh		

(4) Bihar

(5) Odisha
Q.73. Recently which country's fast bowler Shehan
Madushanka has been detained on charges of
possessing drugs?
(1) Sri Lanka

(2) Pakistan

(4) England

(5) South Africa

(3) Australia

Q.74. Recently Asian Development Bank and the
Government of India have signed 177 million loan
to upgrade major roads, highways for which state?
(1) Odisha		

(2) Maharashtra

(3) West Bengal		

(4) Uttar Pradesh

(5) Madhya Pradesh
Q.75. Recently Airtel Payments Bank has collaborated
with Mastercard to create customised financial
products for Indian farmers and Small and Medium
Enterprises, where is headquarter of the Airtel
Payments Bank?
(1) Noida

(2) New Delhi

(4) Bengaluru

(5) Pune

(1) Social Work (2) Sports
(4) Art

(3) Literature

(5) Others

Q.77. Recently who has been appointed as new CMD of
Oriental Insurance Company?
(1) V Vidyawati		

(2) Sikha Sharma

(3) Manjula Sharma

(4) SN Rajeswari

(5) Gita Mittal

Q.71. Marcos Troyjo has been elected as next President
of New Development Bank, he is related to which
country?
(1) Japan

Q.76. Padma Shree awardee Mujtaba Hussain has passed
away recently, he was awarded by Padma Shree in
which field?

(3) Mumbai

Q.78. Recently the National Highways Authority of India
has been penalised with amount of Rs 7 lakh by
the Securities and Exchange Board of India, who
is the chairman of National Highways Authority of
India?
(1) Ashish Singh		

(2) Ajay Tyagi

(3) Rajeev Kumar

(4) Amitabh Kant

(5) Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
Q.79. Recently which of the IIT has created light-weight
alloy to replace steel, aluminium in cars?
(1) IIT Kanpur		

(2) IIT Bombay

(3) IIT Gandhinagar

(4) IIT Guwahati

(5) IIT Madras
Q.80. Recently how much amount was transferred by the
Sports Authority of India to the accounts of Khelo
India athletes?
(1) Rs 30,000

(2) Rs 40,000

(4) Rs 20,000

(5) Rs 35,000

Q.81. Recently in which
Shivaling was found?

country

(1) Srilanka

(2) Vietnam

(4) Myanmar

(5) Ireland

(3) Rs 50,000
1100-years-old
(3) Mauritius

Q.82. Recently who has been announced to become the
new Chairman of JP Morgan South Asia and South
East Asia?
(1) Leo Puri

(2) Marcos Troyjo (3) Abhas Jha

(4) Dilip Umang (5) Zubair Iqbal
Q.83. Recently Quarraisha Abdool Karim has won the
Christophe Merieux Prize, she is related to which
country?

Staff Selection Commission (SSC) chairman B R Sharma has been appointed as the chief
of Jammu and Kashmir Public Service Commission.
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(1) Brazil		

(2) South Africa

(3) North Korea		

(4) Canada

(5) Singapore
Q.84. Recently Thierry Delaporte has been appointed as
the new Chief Executive Officer and Managing
Director of which of the company?
(1) Tata Consultancy service
(2) Infosys
(3) HCL Technologies
(4) IBM
(5) Wipro
Q.85. Recently who has become the new Chief Executive
Officer of French technology major Capgemini
Group?

(1) Andhra Pradesh

(2) Karnataka

(3) Tamil Nadu		

(4) Kerala

(5) Himachal Pradesh
Q.91. Recently IMF Executive Board has approved an
emergency financial assistance worth dollar 732
million for which country to address the COVID-19
pandemic in the country?
(1) Russia

(2) China

(4) Bangladesh

(5) India

(3) Pakistan

Q.92. Recently the foundation stone for a missile park
called ‘Agneeprastha’ has been laid in which naval
ship?
(1) INS Viraat		

(2) INS Tarkash

(1) Farrell		

(2) Jeff Weiner

(3) INS Shivalik		

(4) INS Vikrant

(3) Ryan Roslansky

(4) Aiman Ezzat

(5) INS Kalinga

(5) Steve John
Q.86. Recently has been elected as next Vice President
and Chief Risk Officer of the New Development
Bank from India?
(1) Mahesh Chauhan

(2) Anil Kishora

(3) Akshay Bhatia

(4) Surendra Kaushik

(5) Hemant Chandra
Q.87. Recently Fitch Ratings has forecasted how much
per cent contraction of Indian economy in the
current fiscal?
(1) 4

(2) 3		

(4) 2

(5) 1

(3) 5

Q.88. Recently the Union Road Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari has inaugurated Chamba
Tunnel in which state through video conference?
(1) Uttarakhand		

(2) Himachal Pradesh

(3) Arunachal Pradesh (4) Sikkim
(5) Jammu & Kashmir
Q.89. The theme International Day of UN Peacekeepers
‘2020’ is “Women in Peacekeeping: A Key to
Peace”, it is celebrated on which date?
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Q.90. R Sreelekha will be the first woman Director
General of Police of which state?

(1) 20th May

(2) 25th May

(4) 27th May

(5) 29th May
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(3) 19th May

Q.93. Recently Venkataramani Sumantran has been
appointed the independent director of which of the
airline company?
(1) Spice jet

(2) Air India

(4) IndiGo

(5) Vistatra

(3) GoAir

Q.94. Recently which state government has launched the
“Mukhyamantri Swarozgar Yojana” for returnee
migrants?
(1) Uttarakhand		

(2) Madhya Pradesh

(3) Chhattisgarh		

(4) Jharkhand

(5) Bihar
Q.95. Recently Bejan Daruwalla has passed away, he was
what?
(1) Astrologer

(2) Cricketer

(4) Writer

(5) Actor

(3) Politician

Q.96. Recently the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
has extended the tenure of Sandip Pradhan as
Director General of the Sports Authority of India
for how many year/years?
(1) 3

(2) 2		

(4) 5

(5) 4

(3) 1

Q.97. Recently Rajya Sabha MP from Kerala Veerendra
Kumar has passed away, he was related to which
political party?

Actor Mohit Baghel, who is best known for playing Chhote Amar Chaudhary in Salman
Khan‘s film Ready (2011), passed away in Mathura. He was 26.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
(1) Indian National Congress

(1) Shikhar Dhawan

(2) Hima Das

(2) Bharatiya Janata Party

(3) Rohit Sharma		

(4) Mithali Raj

(3) Loktantrik Janata Dal

(5) Dutee Chand

(4) All India Trinamool Congress
(5) Janata Dal
Q.98. Recently which state government has launched
Rozgar Setu Scheme for skilled workers?
(1) Uttar Pradesh		

(2) Rajasthan

(3) Madhya Pradesh

(4) Himachal Pradesh

(5) Haryana
Q.99. Recently who has been appointed as the Chief
Executive Officer of Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India?
(1) Pradeep Mehta

(2) Anshul Saxena

(3) Gaurav Sharma

(4) Arun Singhal

(5) Vijay Mishra
Q.100. Recently Ajit Jogi has passed away, he was the first
Chief Minister of which state?
(1) Uttarakhand (2) Chhattisgarh (3) Jharkhand
(4) Sikkim

(5) Goa

Q.101. Recently who has been appointed as the Chief
Executive Officer of Carat India?
(1) Anita Kotwani

(2) Anjali Mehra

(3) Madhu Saahani

(4) Sangita Mishra

(5) Suman Rai
Q.102. Recently which of the player has topped the Forbes
list of highest-paid athletes?
(1) Roger Federer

(2) Naomi Osaka

(3) Lionel Messi		

(4) Cristiano Ronaldo

(5) Virat kohli
Q.103. Recently how much penalty was imposed by
Reserve Bank of India to Citibank for not
complying with norms?
(1) `2-crore

(2) `4-crore

(4) `6-crore

(5) `10-crore

(3) `8-crore

Q.104. Which of the player has been nominated by the
Board of Control for Cricket in India for the
prestigious Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 2020?

Q.105. Recently which state government has announced
the launch of the ‘Rozgar Setu’ scheme for skilled
workers?
(1) Uttar Pradesh		

(2) Madhya Pradesh

(3) Haryana		

(4) Jharkhand

(5) Chhattisgarh
Q.106. Recently which of the Private sector Bank has
acquired a 24.19% stake in direct-to-home service
provider, Dish TV India Ltd?
(1) Axis Bank

(2) ICICI Bank

(3) Yes Bank

(4) HDFC Bank (5) IndusInd Bank
Q.107. Recently in which country the world's largest
electric plane 'eCaravan' took its first successful
flight?
(1) Russia

(2) China

(4) US

(5) Germany

(3) Japan

Q.108. Which of the following cricketer has become the
only cricketer in the forbes top 100 highest paid
athletes of 2020?
(1) Shane Watson		

(2) AB De Villiers

(3) Chris Gayle		

(4) Virat Kohli

(5) Michael Clarke
Q.109. Recently Wajid Khan has passed away, he was
what?
(1) Film director (2) Cricketer
(4) Writer

(3) Footballer

(5) Music director

Q.110. Recently which Union minister has inaugurated
certificate
e-course
'Understanding
Good
Governance'?
(1) Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank
(2) Prakash Javedakar
(3) Amit Shah
(4) Dr. Harsh Wardhan
(5) Nitin Gadkari
Q.111. Recently who has taken over as Secretary, Ministry
of Steel, Government of India?

The National Stock Exchange (NSE) announced the launch of 'Gold Options' in the
commodity derivatives segment.
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(1) Devendra Mehra

(1) Navneet Kaur		

(2) Mandeep Singh

(2) Govind Shukla

(3) Birendra Lakra

(4) Rani Rampal

(3) Pradip Kumar Tripathi

(5) Surendra Kumar

(4) Amit Singhaniya
(5) Ambuj Srivastava
Q.112. Recently which state government has signed MoU
with industry associations to create 10 Lakh job for
migrants?
(1) Madhya Pradesh

(2) Bihar

(3) Jharkhand		

(4) Rajasthan

(5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.113. Recently who has launched a Video Blogging
Contest titled “My Life My Yoga?

(1) 4th June

(2) 1st June

(4) 7th June

(5) 31st May

(3) 10th June

Q.119. Recently who has assumed charge as Secretary,
Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals?
(1) Suman Rao		

(2) Arun Singhal

(3) Atul Saxena		

(4) Rohit Malhotra

(5) RK Chaturvedi
Q.120. Recently who has been appointed as the
Commander-in-Chief of the Andaman and Nicobar
Command?

(1) Narendra Singh Tomar
(2) Dr. Harsh Wardhan
(3) Amit Shah

(1) Avinash Baijal

(2) Himanshu Yadav

(4) Narendra Modi

(3) Abhishek Taneja

(4) Aditya Mehra

(5) Ravishankar Prashad

(5) Manoj Pande

Q.114. Recently which organization has developed a
disinfection unit named Ultra Swachh to disinfect
a wide range of materials, including Personal
Protective Equipment (PPEs), electronics items,
fabrics and others?
(1) ICMR

(2) DRDO

(4) ISRO

(5) BARC

(3) CSIR

Q.115. Recently Centre has approved 175 crore rupees for
implementation of Jal jeevan mission for which
state during 2020-21?

Q.121. Recently who has been appointed as the next
Ambassador of India to Finland?
(1) Raveesh Kumar

(2) Mohit Chaturvedi

(3) Rohit Verma		

(4) Dinesh Jha

(5) Alok Mehta
Q.122. Recently Former Union Minister P Namgyal
has passed away, he was associated with which
political party?
(1) Bhartiya Janata Party

(1) Meghalaya		

(2) Tripura

(2) Aam Admi Party

(3) Odisha		

(4) Arunachal Pradesh

(3) Indian National Congress

(5) Assam

(4) Communist Party of India

Q.116. Recently how much loan was approved by the
World Bank to Pakistan to address the risks relating
to environmental degradation, deforestation and
climate change in the country?
(1) USD 188 million

(2) USD 120 million

(3) USD 100 million

(4) USD 200 million

(5) USD 158 million
Q.117. Which of the Hockey player has been recommended
for the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Awards?
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Q.118. The theme of World Milk Day 2020 is “20th
Anniversary of World Milk Day”, it is celebrated
on which date?
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(5) Bahujan Samaj Party
Q.123. Recently who has been appointed as the Bhartiya
Janata Party Chief of Delhi?
(1) Adesh Kumar Gupta
(2) Adarsh Maurya
(3) Ashish Shukla
(4) Rakesh Singhal
(5) Manoj Tiwari

Pacer Shardul Thakur became the first India cricketer to resume outdoor training after a
two-month coronavirus-forced break.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
Q.124. Telangana government has celebrated its
statehood day 2nd June, who is the Governor of
Telangana?
(1) Bhagat Singh Koshyari
(2) Ganga Prasad

(2) Iran

(3) Iraq		

(4) United Kingdom

Q.131. Recently Sushil Kumar Singhal has been appointed
as the next High Commissioner of India to which
country?

(4) Kalraj Mishra
(5) Ganeshi Lal
Q.125. Recently who has launched CHAMPIONS
Technology Platform to empower MSMEs?

(1) Finland

(2) Kuwait

(3) Rwanda

(4) Tanzania

(5) Papua New Guinea

Q.132. Recently who has become the new chairman of the
British Academy of Film and Television Arts?

(1) Amit Shah		
(2) Nitin Gadakari
(3) Ravishankar Prashad
(4) Prakash Javadekar

(1) Pushkar Saxena

(2) Arvind Trivedi

(3) Arunesh Sinha

(4) Kanchan Das Gupta

(5) Krishnendu Majumdar

(5) Narendra Modi
Q.126. Recently Government of India has approved Rs
445 crore for which state to implement Jal Jeevan
Mission?
(1) Chhattisgarh (2) Odisha

(3) Mizoram

(5) Odisha

Q.127. Recently Former Olympic sprint champion Bobby
Morrow has passed away, he was related to which
country?
(1) US

(2) Russia

(4) Italy

(5) Spain

(3) Japan

Q.128. Which global rating agency has reduced India's
sovereign rating (national) rating from 2 base 2 to
BAA 3 recently?
(1) CRISIL Ltd.
(2) Moody's Investors Service
(3) S&P Global Ratings
(4) Fitch Ratings
(5) SMERA Ratings
Q.129. Recently Sibi George has been appointed as the
next Ambassador of India to which country?
(1) Oman		

(2) Pakistan

(3) Bangladesh		

(4) Kuwait

(5) Maldives

(1) USA		
(5) Canada

(3) Tamilisai Soundararajan

(4) Assam

Q.130. Gaitri I. Kumar has been appointed as the next
High Commissioner of India to which country?

Q.133. Recently who has taken over as the President of
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for the year
2020-21?
(1) Rishabh Bajaj		

(2) Uday Kotak

(3) Mudit Mishra		

(4) Archana Shukla

(5) Rekha Gupta
Q.134. National Basketball Association (NBA) Hall of
Famer Wes Unseld has passed away recently he
was related to which country?
(1) US

(2) Japan

(4) Russia

(5) Australia

(3) Spain

Q.135. Recently Basu Chatterjee has passed away, he was
what?
(1) Writer

(2) Politician

(3) Cricketer

(4) Film Director (5) Actor
Q.136. Recently the Government of India has launched
Kisan Credit Card campaign for how many Dairy
Farmers?
(1) 1.5 crore

(2) 1.0 crore

(4) 3.5 crore

(5) 5.0 crore

(3) 2.5 crore

Q.137. Every year World Bicycle Day is celebrated by the
United Nations on which date?
(1) 1st June

(2) 3rd June

(4) 9th June

(5) 31st May

Japan’s Naomi Osaka has surpassed Serena Williams as the world’s highest-paid female athlete,
raking in $37.4 million in prize money and endorsements over the last year, according to Forbes.

(3) 5th June
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Q.138. Recently Twitter has appointed Patrick Pichette as
new board chairman, who is the CEO of Twitter?
(1) Jack Dorsey		

(2) Satya Nadella

(1) Beat Plastic Pollution

(3) Sundar Pichai		

(4) Tim Cook

(2) Beat Plastic Air Pollution

(5) Jeff Bezos

(3) Celebrate Biodiversity

Q.139. Recently who has taken additional charge as the
CMD of National Fertilizers Limited?
(1) Hari Shankar Das

(4) Save Tree Save Environment
(5) Go Wild for Life
Q.146. Recently which state has launched 'Mission Fateh'
campaign to spread awareness about Covid-19?

(2) Virendra Nath Datt
(3) Vijay Kumar Chauhan

(1) Tamil Nadu (2) Gujarat

(4) Durgesh Gupta

(4) Haryana

(5) Anurag Tripathi
Q.140. Recently which state announced to provide free
internet by December 2020, become the first state
to declare internet as a fundamental right?

Q.147. Recently who has been appointed by Software
major Adobe as the Head of Digital Experience
Business for India?
(1) Nitin Singhal		

(2) Deepti Sharma
(4) Hitesh Verma

(2) Andhra Pradesh

(3) Aditi Bhatia		

(3) Kerala		

(4) Tamil Nadu

(5) Sachin Bansal

Q.141. Recently who has been appointed as India’s new
ambassador to the World Trade Organization?
(1) Prateek Ojha		

(2) Brajendra Navnit

(3) Keshav Das Gupta (4) Umesh Malik
(5) Vijay Malik
Q.142. Recently which of the bank has started mobilebased current account opening facility?
(1) IndusInd Bank

(2) ICICI Bank

(3) Axis Bank		

(4) HDFC Bank

(5) Laxmi Vilas Bank
Q.143. Recently which state government has started a
campaign “Spandan” for police?

Q.148. Recently Virtual Global Vaccine Summit 2020 was
hosted by which country?
(1) US

(2) Russia

(4) Germany

(5) UK

(1) Delhi		

(2) Ladakh

(3) Puducherry		

(4) Chandigarh

(5) Jammu & Kashmir
Q.150. Recently who has been honoured with
Commonwealth Short Story Prize 2020 for the
Asia region?
(1) Bhawana Srivastava

(2) Maharashtra

(2) Kartik Shukla

(3) Uttar Pradesh		

(4) Madhya Pradesh

(3) Vinita Joshi
(4) Kritika Pandey

(5) Jharkhand
Q.144. Recently who has been appointed as the Senior
Advisor to the Executive Director of World Bank?
(1) Alok Bhargav		

(2) Sudha Rao

(3) Neeraj Arora		

(4) Naman Kaushik
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(3) Japan

Q.149. Recently which Union Territory has launched a
salary tracker mobile app MeraVetan?

(1) Chhattisgarh		

(5) Rajeev Topno

(3) Punjab

(5) West Bengal

(1) Karnataka		
(5) Maharashtra
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Q.145. What is the theme of World Environment Day
2020, which is observed every year on 5th June?

(5) Deepak Singh Chauhan
Q.151. Recently who has been appointed as the next
Ambassador of India to Romania?
(1) Prabhat Kumar Verma
(2) Abhishek Malhotra

Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj Singh Chouhan launched the Shram Siddhi campaign in
every Panchayat to provide job to every labourer.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
Q.159. Recently songwriter and producer Rupert Hine has
passed away, he was related to which country?

(3) Rahul Srivastava
(4) Gayatri Singhania
(5) Radhika Arora
Q.152. Recently which private sector bank has launched
“Summer Treats” campaign?
(1) ICICI Bank		

(2) Axis Bank

(3) IndusInd Bank

(4) HDFC Bank

(5) Yes Bank
Q.153. Recently Hamza Koya has passed away, he was
related to which field?
(1) Footballer

(2) Actor

(4) Politician

(5) Singer

(3) Writer

Q.154. Recently which state government has launched an
online labour exchange program to facilitate the
labourers searching for jobs in the state?
(1) Uttar Pradesh (2) Bihar

(3) Punjab

(4) Chhattisgarh (5) Rajasthan
Q.155. Recently which Union Minister has launched the
‘#iCommit’ initiative on World Environment Day?

(1) US

(2) UK

(3) Italy

(4) Spain

(5) Canada

Q.160. Recently how many agreements were inked
between India and Australia bilateral virtual
summit held?
(1) 5

(2) 7		

(4) 12

(5) 3

(3) 10

Q.161. Recently Monika Kapil Mohta has been appointed
as the next Ambassador of India to which country?
(1) Ukraine		

(2) Bangladesh

(3) Switzerland		

(4) Singapore

(5) Mauritius
Q.162. Recently actor Chiranjeevi Sarja has passed away,
he was associated with which film industry?
(1) Tamil

(2) Telugu

(4) Kannada

(5) Hindi

(3) Bengali

Q.163. Recently which IIT has developed a low cost and
Artificial Intelligence-based test kit for COVID-19?

(1) Prakash Javadekar (2) RK Singh

(1) IIT Hyderabad

(2) IIT Delhi

(3) Amit Shah		

(3) IIT Kanpur		

(4) IIT Bombay

(4) Narendra Singh Tomar

(5) Jitendra Singh

(5) IIT Guwahati

Q.156. Recently a thirteen-year old girl Nethra has been
appointed the Goodwill Ambassador of the United
Nations Association for Development and Peace,
she is related to which Indian State?
(1) Kerala		

(2) Tamil Nadu

(3) Andhra Pradesh

(4) Telangana

(5) West Bengal
Q.157. Union Government approved 572 Crore rupees for
implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission for which
state?
(1) Jharkhand		

(2) Chhattisgarh

(3) Madhya Pradesh

(4) Assam

Q.158. Which country will host the Women's Asian Cup
2022?
(2) Qatar

(4) Pakistan

(5) Japan

(1) Nitin Bansal		

(2) Ashish Kumar Rao

(3) Avinash Verma

(4) Vijay Kumar Reddy

(5) Vikram Dev Dutt
Q.165. Recently India’s first online waste management
platform has been launched by which state
government?
(1) Andhra Pradesh

(2) Kerala

(3) Maharashtra		

(4) Tamil Nadu

(5) Odisha

(5) Tripura

(1) China

Q.164. Recently who has been appointed as the principal
secretary, Health and Family Welfare department
of the Delhi government?

(3) India

Q.166. Recently who has launched information booklet
“Safe online learning in the times of COVID-19”
digitally to raise awareness?
(1) Narendra Modi
(2) Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank

The government said it has extended the validity of various motor vehicles related
documents till July 31.
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(3) Dr. Harsh Wardhan

(1) Uttar Pradesh		

(2) Madhya Pradesh

(4) Amit Shah

(3) Rajasthan		

(4) Jharkhand

(5) Ravi Shankar Prasad

(5) Tamil Nadu

Q.167. Recently who has become the first Indian to receive
the Richard Dawkins Award 2020?

(1) Salman Khan		

(2) Akshay Kumar

(3) Amitabh Bacchan (4) Javed Akhtar

(3) Rohit Sharma		

(4) Virat Kohli

(5) Lata Mangeshkar

(5) Varun Dhawan

(1) Akshay Kumar

(2) Sachin Tendulkar

Q.168. Recently which country has declared state of
emergency after massive fuel spill in Arctic Circle?
(1) China

(2) Pakistan

(3) Russia

(4) South Korea (5) Iraq
Q.169. Recently how much Special Liquidity Facility
provided by NABARD to Assam Gramin Vikash
Bank?
(1) Rs 100 crore		

(2) Rs 170 crore

(3) Rs 200 crore		

(4) Rs 270 crore

(5) Rs 230 crore
Q.170. Who has become the only Indian to secure a spot in
Forbes list of the world's highest paid celebrities of
2020 with pre-tax earnings of $48.5 million
(1) Virat Kohli		

(2) Anushka Sharma

(3) Salman Khan		

(4) Priyanka Chopra

(5) Akshay Kumar
Q.171. Recently India and which country have signed
MoU for developing cooperation in the power
sector?
(1) Denmark

(2) Israel

(4) Bangladesh

(5) Austria

(3) Germany

Q.172. Recently who has been named EY World
Entrepreneur of the Year 2020?
(1) Kiran Mazumdar Shaw
(2) Jaaved Akhtar
(3) Rahul Joshi
(5) Devika Rani
Q.173. Recently which state government has started Street
Vendor “Mukhyamantri Shahri Path Vyavsayi
Utthan Yojana”?
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Q.175. Recently which Union Minister has launched
COVID BEEP app, India’s first physiological
parameters monitoring system for COVID-19
patients?
(1) Dr. Harsh Wardhan (2) Ravi Shankar Prasad
(3) Dr. Jitendra Singh (4) Narendra Singh Tomar
(5) Amit Shah
Q.176. Recently “Raj Kaushal Portal” and “Online
Shramik Employment Exchange” has been
launched by which state government?
(1) Maharashtra (2) Haryana
(4) Rajasthan

(3) Assam

(5) Gujarat

Q.177. Recently which state cabinet has adopted state
anthem status to “Bande Utkala Janani”?
(1) Andhra Pradesh

(2) Telangana

(3) West Bengal		

(4) Odisha

(5) Tamil Nadu
Q.178. The theme of UN World Oceans Day 2020
is “Innovation for a Sustainable Ocean,” it is
celebrated on which date?
(1) 10th June

(2) 6th June

(4) 4th June

(5) 1st June

(3) 8th June

Q.179. Recently Arjun Charan Sethi has passed away, he
was related to which field?
(1) Actor

(2) Politician

(4) Writer

(5) Singer

(3) Cricketer

Q.180. Gairsain was declared as the summer capital of
Uttarakhand, Gairsain is situated in which district
of Uttarakhand?

(4) Vinita Awasthi
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Q.174. Recently who has been appointed as the first brand
ambassador of India Infoline Finance Limited?

(1) Nainital

(2) Haridwar

(4) Rudrapur

(5) Chamoli

(3) Almora

The US announced that it will provide $6 million aid to Pakistan to support its effort in the
fight against the coronavirus pandemic.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
Q.181. Recently which IIT has developed an application
called “Flyzy” for consistent and contactless air
travel during the COVID-19 pandemic?
(1) IIT Delhi		

(2) IIT Gandhinagar

(3) IIT Kanpur		

(4) IIT Bombay

(5) IIT Guwahati
Q.182. Recently Athletics Integrity Unit has banned
Gomathi Marimuthu for how many years after
testing positive for banned substances?
(1) 2

(2) 3		

(4) 5

(5) 6

(3) 4

Q.183. Recently which state government has received a
loan amount of Rs 1950 crore from the World Bank
to tackle COVID-19 situation and developmental
work in the state?
(1) Maharashtra		

(2) Odisha

(3) Tamil Nadu		

(4) West Bengal

(5) Karnataka
Q.184. Recently who has been appointed by President
Ram Nath Kovind as the Judge of the Jammu and
Kashmir High Court?
(1) Javed Iqbal Wani

(2) Junaid Ahemad

(3) Keshav Mathur

(4) Sanjay Karol

(5) Amrendra Dahiya
Q.185. Recently who has been appointed as Senior
Director for Google Cloud in India?

(1) Uttar Pradesh		

(2) Punjab

(3) Andhra Pradesh

(4) Chhattisgarh

(5) Madhya Pradesh
Q.189. Recently who has been appointed by OYO as the
non-executive director on the company's board of
directors?
(1) W Steve Albrecht

(2) Ritesh Agrawal

(3) Masayoshi Son

(4) Mayank Kumar Mittal

(5) Amit Tripathi
Q.190. Recently who has been appointed as the managing
director of Tyre maker Goodyear India?
(1) Dhruv Keshrawani (2) Pramod Kumar Rao
(3) Sandeep Mahajan (4) Siddharth Saxena
(5) Saurabh Arora
Q.191. Recently Pierre Nkurunziza has passed away, he
was the President of which country?
(1) Kenya

(2) Turkey

(4) South Africa (5) Zimbabwe
Q.192. Recently who has taken charge as new Deputy
Managing Director of Small Industries
Development Bank of India?
(1) V. Satya Venkata Rao
(2) Ashok Maheshwari
(3) Sachin Malhotra

(1) Ashish Shukla

(2) Anil Valluri

(4) Alok Shankar

(3) Arnav Sharma

(4) Abhay Kaushik

(5) Prashant Mishra

(5) Ajeet Kulkarni
Q.186. Recently which country has launched plasma
network for COVID-19 treatment?
(1) US

(2) Italy

(4) China

(5) Bangladesh

(3) Russia

Q.187. According to Mercer's '2020 Cost of Living
Survey', Mumbai is the 60th most expensive city
for expatriates globally, which city has topped?
(1) Tokyo

(2) Zurich

(3) Bern

(4) Hong Kong (5) New York
Q.188. Which state has emerged the top state in the country
in wheat procurement on support prices?

(3) Burundi

Q.193. Recently the Court of Arbitration for Sport has
banned Alexander Shustov for 4-years for the use
of a banned substance or method, he is related to
which country?
(1) Australia

(2) US

(3) Spain

(4) Russia

(5) Serbia

Q.194. Recently Government has approved 1280 crore
rupees for implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission
for which state?
(1) Uttar Pradesh		

(2) Madhya Pradesh

(3) Jharkhand		

(4) Odisha

(5) West Bengal

Diversified business entity ITC Ltd said it will fully acquire spices manufacturer Sunrise
Foods Private Ltd (SFPL).
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Q.195. According to the National Institutional Ranking
Framework report, which Institute is the best
higher education institution in the country?
(1) IIT Madras

(2) IIT Bombay (3) IIT Delhi

(4) IIT Guwahati (5) IIT Kanpur
Q.196. S&P Global Ratings has forecasted Indian economy
to shrink how much percent in the fiscal year 202021?
(1) 2%

(2) 3%

(4) 5%

(5) 6%

(3) 4%

Q.197. Recently Government of India has increased the
customs duty on bamboo cultivation from 10% to
what percent with immediate effect?
(1) 18%

(2) 25%

(4) 28%

(5) 20%

(3) 12%

Q.198. Padma Shri awardee Pritam Singh passes away
recently, in which year he was awarded by Padma
Shri?
(1) 2010

(2) 2007

(4) 1999

(5) 2003

(3) 2005

Q.199. Recently how much fund was allocated by the
Government of India to the State Governments under
‘Per Drop More Crop’ component of Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana for the year 2020-21?
(1) Rs 4000 crore		

(2) Rs 8000 crore

(3) Rs 6000 crore		

(4) Rs 2000 crore

(5) Rs 5000 crore
Q.200. Recently Jio Platforms has received investment
how much amount from a wholly owned subsidiary
of the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority?
(1) Rs 5683.50 crore

(2) Rs 4893.50 crore

(3) Rs 7683.50 crore

(4) Rs 2498.50 crore

(5) Rs 8567.50 crore
Q.201. Recently who has been awarded by the World Food
Prize 2020?
(1) Durga Nand Das

(2) Rattan Lal

(3) Vimal Tandon		

(4) Durgesh Banerjee

(5) Suresh Das
Q.202. Recently which state government has launched
‘Panchvati Yojana’ for the senior citizens of rural
areas?
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(1) Uttar Pradesh		

(2) Uttarakhand

(3) Madhya Pradesh

(4) Chhattisgarh

(5) Himachal Pradesh
Q.203. Who will be conferred the “the Medal of the Order
of Australia”?
(1) Shobha Sekhar

(2) Kritika Dhawan

(3) Jaaved Akhtar

(4) Surabhi Sharma

(5) Nivedita Kumar
Q.204. Recently former world light heavyweight boxing
champion Oleksandr Gvozdyk has retired from the
sport, he is related to which country?
(1) Fiji

(2) Russia

(4) Ukraine

(5) Serbia

(3) Croatia

Q.205. Used mask disposal device “BIN-19” and “UV
SPOT” has been launched in which state by VST
Mobility Solutions?
(1) Tamil Nadu (2) Assam

(3) Odisha

(4) Maharashtra (5) Kerala
Q.206. Recently Tony Dunne has passed away, he was
related to which sport?
(1) Cricket

(2) Chess

(4) Tennis

(5) Hockey

(3) Football

Q.207. Recently Uttarakhand forest department has
opened the state’s biggest biodiversity park at
which district of Uttarakhand?
(1) Dehradun

(2) Haldwani

(4) Chamoli

(5) Almora

(3) Haridwar

Q.208. World Day Against Child Labour is observed
every year by International Labour Organization
on which date?
(1) 10th June

(2) 8th June

(4) 12th June

(5) 14th June

(3) 5th June

Q.209. As per Quacquarelli Symonds World University
Ranking 2021, which university has topped ?
(1) Massachusetts Institute for Technology
(2) Oxford University
(3) Harvard University
(4) Stanford University
(5) California Institute of Technology

The World Bank has agreed to grant Pakistan a $500 million loan to help it reduce the
impact of coronavirus crisis and improve healthcare quality.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
Q.210. What is the rank of Indian Institute of Technology
Bombay according to Quacquarelli Symonds
World University Ranking 2021?
(1) 135th

(2) 76th

(4) 172th

(5) 156th

(3) 146th

Q.217. Which state has become the first state in India to
receive ISO certification for tribal hostels?
(1) Kerala		

(2) Odisha

(3) West Bengal		

(4) Tamil Nadu

(5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.211. On the occasion of 'World Day against Child
Labour', which state government has launched ‘Bal
Shramik Vidya Yojana’ to educate child labourers
in the state?

Q.218. Recently who was honoured with “NASA
Distinguished Public Service Medal”?
(1) Renjith Kumar

(2) Shobha Sekhar

(1) Himachal Pradesh (2) Chhattisgarh

(3) Rattan Lal		

(4) Kritika Pandey

(3) Uttar Pradesh		

(5) Vinay Bdhwar

(4) Bihar

(5) Madhya Pradesh
Q.212. Recently which Union Minister has launched
'Sahakar Mitra' Internship programme to provide
paid internship to youth?

Q.219. International Albinism Awareness Day is observed
every year on which date?
(1) 11th June

(2) 15th June

(4) 5th June

(5) 8th June

(3) 13th June

Q.220. Government of India has approved `1,829 Crore
for implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission for which
state in 2020-21?

(1) Ramesh Pokhariyal Nishank
(2) Jitendra Singh
(3) Narendra Singh Tomar

(1) Madhya Pradesh

(2) Manipur

(4) Prakash Javadekar

(3) Maharashtra		

(4) Meghalaya

(5) Amit Shah

(5) Mizoram

Q.213. India remains at 108 in FIFA rankings, which
country has topped?
(1) Belgium

(2) Russia

(4) Spain

(5) Croatia

(3) France

(1) State Bank of India (2) HDFC Bank

Q.214. Veteran poet, Anand Mohan Zutshi Gulzar Dehlvi
has passed away, he was associated with which
language?
(1) Telugu

(2) Urdu

(4) Marathi

(5) Kannad

(3) Hindi

(2) Mumbai

(4) Lucknow

(5) Hyderabad

(3) Kolkata

Q.216. What is the name of the former member of Planning
Commission, who has passed away recently?
(1) A.Vaidyanathan

(2) Jagesh Mukati

(3) Pritam Singh		

(4) Arjun Charan Sethi

(5) Anil Suri

(3) Indian Bank		

(4) IndusInd Bank

(5) ICICI Bank
Q.222. Recently which Union Minister has launched the
Indian Gas Exchange?
(1) Jitendra Singh

Q.215. ‘STREE’ programme for women has been launched
by police of which city recently?
(1) Chennai

Q.221. Recently which Bank has introduced an online
overdraft facility ‘Insta FlexiCash’ for its salary
account customers?

(2) Narendra Singh
(3) Dharmendra Pradhan
(4) Prakash Javadekar
(5) Amit Shah
Q.223. Recently Former Lok Sabha MP and founder of
Janalaxmi Cooperative Bank, Madhavrao Patil
has passed away, he was associated with which
political party?
(1) Bhartiya Janata Party
(2) Aam Aadmi Party

Niti Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar has presented a seven-point model for India's
development.
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(3) Nationalist Congress Partya

(1) Manjeet Sindhu

(2) Navdeep Kaur

(4) Indian National Congress

(3) Prachi Walia		

(4) Anmol Narang

(5) Bahujan Samaj Party

(5) Manpreet Kaur

Q.224. Recently who has won the QualityNZ Culinary
Cup 2020?
(1) Angad Singh Rana (2) Kunal Kapoor
(3) Abhijeet Sharma

(4) Sanjeev Chauhan

(5) Suresh Malhotra
Q.225. Recently which Payments Bank has launched
‘Suraksha Salary Account’ for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises?
(1) Airtel Payments Bank
(2) Jio Payments Bank
(3) Paytm Payments Bank

Q.226. Recently Former Test cricketer, Matt Poore has
passed away, he was related to which country?
(1) South Africa (2) New Zealand (3) Australia
(5) Afghanistan

Q.227. Every year International Day of Family Remittances
is observed on which date?
(2) 14th June

(4) 18th June

(5) 20th June

(3) 16th June

Q.228. Recently Noted folk singer Heera Singh Rana has
passed away, he was related to which state?
(1) West Bengal		

(2) Uttar Pradesh

(3) Uttarakhand		

(4) Bihar

(5) Odisha
Q.229. What is the name of Chairman of Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and Customs, who has launched
“e-Office” application?
(1) Manoj Pande		

(2) VN Dutt

(3) Arun Singhal		

(4) Prashoon Joshi

(5) M. Ajit Kumar
Q.230. Who has become the first observant Sikh to
graduate from the distinguished United States
Military Academy at West Point?
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(2) Tamil Nadu

(3) Odisha		

(4) Arunachal Pradesh

(5) Assam
Q.232. Mukhammedkalyi Abylgaziev has resigned from
his post, he was the Prime Minister of which
country?
(1) Kazakhstan		

(2) Uzbekistan

(3) Turkmenistan		

(4) Kyrgyzstan

Q.233. Recently which state government has launched
“Karmabhumi” a job portal to help IT professionals?

(5) India Post Payments Bank

(1) 12th June

(1) Kerala		

(5) Tajikistan

(4) Fino Payments Bank

(4) England

Q.231. Recently a new fish species named as “Schizothorax
sikusirumensis” has been discovered in which
state?

(1) Kerala

(2) West Bengal (3) Karnataka

(4) Mizoram

(5) Telangana

Q.234. Recently how much loan was approved by Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank to India?
(1) 750 million USD

(2) 550 million USD

(3) 500 million USD

(4) 950 million USD

(5) 250 million USD
Q.235. Recently Institute of Management Development
has released the World Competitive Index, what
is the rank of India ranked in World Competitive
Index?
(1) 43rd

(2) 76th

(4) 80th

(5) 63rd

(3) 55th

Q.236. Recently a unique project to produce Neera and
Palmgur has been rolled out by the Khadi and
Village Industries Commission in which state?
(1) Himachal Pradesh (2) Rajasthan
(3) Maharashtra		

(4) Chhattisgarh

(5) Jharkhand
Q.237. Recently United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development released its World Investment
Report, 2020, according to the report what is which
number recipient?

India's retail trade lost business of around Rs 9 lakh crore during the past 60 days of the
nationwide lockdown, the Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT) said.
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(1) 9th

(2) 5th

(4) 12th

(5) 7th

(3) 3rd

Q.238. Recently which IIT has developed an artificial
intelligence based system to track social distancing?
(1) IIT-Kanpur		

(2) IIT Bangalore

(3) IIT Guwahati		

(4) IIT Kharagpur

(5) IIT Delhi
Q.239. What is the name of Lieutenant General awarded
with Mahavir Chakra, who has passed away
recently?
(1) Preetam Singh

(2) Heera Singh Rana

(3) Vasant Raiji		

(4) Raj Mohan Vohra

(5) Arjun Charan Sethi
Q.240. Which state has become the top state in India to
provide employment to the workers under the
MGNREGA?
(1) Madhya Pradesh

(2) Bihar

(3) Uttar Pradesh		

(4) Rajasthan

(5) Andhra Pradesh
Q.241. 4th Asian Youth Para Games will be Held in which
country in December 2021?
(1) Qatar

(2) Bahrain

(4) Japan

(5) India

(3) China

Q.242. Grandmaster Shakhriyar Mamedyarov has won the
World Stars Sharjah Online International Chess
Championship, he is related to which country?
(1) Tanzania

(2) Azerbaijan

(4) Nigeria

(5) Russia

(3) Australia

Q.243. Recently India was elected as a non-permanent
member of the UN Security Council for how many
year/years?
(1) 1

(2) 2		

(4) 4

(5) 5

(3) 3

Q.244. Recently HDFC ERGO General insurance firm has
partnered with TropoGo to launch “Pay As You
Fly” Insurance, who is the MD & CEO of HDFC
ERGO General Insurance?
(1) Aditya Puri		

(2) Ashish Kotak

(3) Ritesh Kumar		

(4) Rahul Bhatia

(5) Anil Malhotra

Q.245. Recently Maruti Suzuki India has collaborated
with which private sector bank to offer simpler and
flexible financing plans for new clients?
(1) HDFC Bank		

(2) ICICI Bank

(3) Dhan Laxmi Bank (4) Laxmi Vilas Bank
(5) Karur Vysya Bank
Q.246. What is the name of Former Goa minister, who has
passed away recently?
(1) Achyut Usgaonkar (2) Heera Singh Rana
(3) Gulzar Dehlvi

(4) Anwar Sagar

(5) Arjun Charan Sethi
Q.247. Recently “Composite Regional Centre for Skill
Development, Rehabilitation and Employment of
Persons with Disabilities” has been inaugurated in
which city?
(1) Raipur

(2) Dehradun

(4) Ranchi

(5) Kolkata

(3) Bhopal

Q.248. On which date Sustainable Gastronomy Day is
observed globally every year?
(1) 12th June

(2) 15th June

(4) 18th June

(5) 20th June

(3) 16th June

Q.249. Recently Football Federation has recommended
former captain IM Vijayan for which award?
(1) Padma Bhushan

(2) Padma Vibhushan

(3) Padma Shri		

(4) Arjun Award

(5) Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
Q.250. In which state Raja Parba festival was celebrated?
(1) Sikkim

(2) West Bengal (3) Assam

(4) Manipur

(5) Odisha

Q.251. Recently who has been elected President of the
75th session of the UN General Assembly?
(1) Masatsugu Asakawa
(2) Aiman Ezzat
(3) Volkan Bozkir
(4) Marcos Troyjo
(5) Thierry Delaporte
Q.252. Recently film director, scriptwriter, and producer
K.R. Sachidanandan has passed away, he was
associated with which film industry?

Indian Olympic Association president Narinder Batra nominated joint secretary Rakesh Gupta
as the official ''minutes recorder'' for its Executive Committee and General Body meetings.
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(1) Tamil

(2) Hindi

(4) Malayalam

(5) Kannada

(3) Telugu

Q.253. Karnataka government has observed the “Mask
Day” on which date?
(1) 12th June

(2) 16th June

(4) 15th June

(5) 18th June

(3) 14th June

(2) US

(4) Germany

(5) UK

(3) Japan

(2) Pune

(4) Chennai

(5) Mumbai

(3) Kolkata

(2) 4%

(4) 3.5%

(5) 4.5%

(3) 5%

Q.257. Recently which bank has launched a special health
insurance policy to cover COVID-19 pandemic?
(1) Nainital Bank
(2) Yes Bank
(4) Jammu & Kashmir Bank
(5) Axis Bank
Q.258. ICICI Home Finance Company Limited has
launched “SARAL” scheme for a special affordable
house loan for urban and rural areas, where is
headquarter of the ICICI Home Finance Company
Limited?
(2) Pune

(4) Chennai

(5) Mumbai

(3) Bangalore

Q.259. Every year Autistic Pride Day is observed globally
on which date?
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(1) 12th June

(2) 14th June

(4) 18th June

(5) 20th June
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(5) Bank of Baroda
Q.261. Recently who has been appointed as the Chairman
of the National Institute of Public Finance and
Policy?
(2) Arun Singhal
(3) Manoj Pande
(4) Urjit Patel
Q.262. Which state has celebrated the 19th Great June
Uprising Day was observed on 18th June?
(1) Manipur

(2) Assam

(4) Tripura

(5) Mizoram

(3) Meghalaya

Q.263. Recently Kubatbek Boronov has been appointed as
the president of which country?
(1) Uzbekistan

(2) Tajikistan

(4) Pakistan

(5) Kazakhstan

(3) Kyrgyzstan

Q.264. Recently which IIT has developed herbal infusion
technology to help farmers in the Mid-Himalayan
Region?

(3) Karnataka Bank

(1) New Delhi

(3) Indian Bank

(5) Anurag Srivastava

Q.256. Recently the Asian Development Bank has
projected Indian economy to contract by what
percent in Fiscal Year 2021?
(1) 3%

(2) Bank of India

(1) Pradeep Kumar Tripathi

Q.255. United Kingdom oil major “British Petroleum”
will set up Global Business Service Centre in
which city to support its global businesses?
(1) Lucknow

(1) Punjab National Bank

(4) Bank of Maharashtra

Q.254. Which country will send its Tri-Service contingent
to take part in the 75th Victory Day Parade of
World War II in Russia?
(1) India

Q.260. Which bank will completely digitize its lending
operations?

(3) 16th June

(1) IIT Mandi

(2) IIT Guwahati (3) IIT Kanpur

(4) IIT Patna

(5) IIT Bombay

Q.265. Veteran economist B.P.R. Vithal Baru has passed
away, he was the member of which Finance
Commission?
(1) 8th

(2) 10th

(4) 12th

(5) 7th

(3) 13th

Q.266. For the first time in eight years, credit rating agency
Fitch has projected which country’s GDP growth
will be negative?
(1) Pakistan

(2) China

(4) US

(5) Bangladesh

(3) India

Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India has introduced Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana
Yojana (Modified -2020).
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Q.267. Recently which Union Minister has launched R&D
Portal “SATYABHAMA”?

Q.269. Veteran journalist Dinu Ranadive has passed away,
he was related to which state?

(1) Jitendra Singh

(2) Dr Harsh Wardhan

(1) Maharashtra (2) Gujarat

(3) Pralhad Joshi		

(4) Narendra Singh Tomar

(4) Bihar

(5) Dharmendra Pradhan
Q.268. Every year World Refugee Day is observed by the
United Nations on which date?
(1) 10th June

(2) 15th June

(4) 20th June

(5) 22nd June

Q.1.(3)

Q.2.(1)

Q.3.(1)

Q.4.(3)

Q.11.(2)

Q.12.(4)

Q.13.(3)

Q.21.(1)

Q.22.(5)

Q.31.(1)

(3) Rajasthan

(5) Haryana

Q.270. Recently Low Cost Covid-19 Diagnostic Kits were
developed by which IIT?

(3) 18th June

(1) IIT Bangalore		

(2) IIT Kharagpur

(3) IIT Gandhinagar

(4) IIT Delhi

(5) IIT Guwahati

ANSWER KEY
Q.5.(2)

Q.6.(3)

Q.7.(4)

Q.8.(3)

Q.9.(4)

Q.10.(1)

Q.14.(4)

Q.15.(2)

Q.16.(1)

Q.17.(4)

Q.18.(1)

Q.19.(3)

Q.20.(5)

Q.23.(5)

Q.24.(2)

Q.25.(2)

Q.26.(1)

Q.27.(3)

Q.28.(4)

Q.29.(2)

Q.30.(2)

Q.32.(3)

Q.33.(2)

Q.34.(3)

Q.35.(5)

Q.36.(1)

Q.37.(3)

Q.38.(3)

Q.39.(1)

Q.40.(1)

Q.41.(4)

Q.42.(2)

Q.43.(3)

Q.44.(1)

Q.45.(3)

Q.46.(4)

Q.47.(5)

Q.48.(2)

Q.49.(1)

Q.50.(4)

Q.51.(2)

Q.52.(4)

Q.53.(3)

Q.54.(1)

Q.55.(2)

Q.56.(5)

Q.57.(4)

Q.58.(3)

Q.59.(5)

Q.60.(1)

Q.61.(4)

Q.62.(2)

Q.63.(4)

Q.64.(2)

Q.65.(1)

Q.66.(5)

Q.67.(5)

Q.68.(4)

Q.69.(1)

Q.70.(3)

Q.71.(4)

Q.72.(1)

Q.73.(1)

Q.74.(2)

Q.75.(2)

Q.76.(3)

Q.77.(4)

Q.78.(5)

Q.79.(5)

Q.80.(1)

Q.81.(2)

Q.82.(1)

Q.83.(2)

Q.84.(5)

Q.85.(4)

Q.86.(2)

Q.87.(3)

Q.88.(1)

Q.89.(5)

Q.90.(4)

Q.91.(4)

Q.92.(5)

Q.93.(4)

Q.94.(1)

Q.95.(1)

Q.96.(2)

Q.97.(3)

Q.98.(3)

Q.99.(4)

Q.100.(2)

Q.101.(1) Q.102.(1) Q.103.(2) Q.104.(3)

Q.105.(2)

Q.106.(3)

Q.107.(4)

Q.108.(4) Q.109.(5) Q.110.(5)

Q.111.(3) Q.112.(5) Q.113.(4)

Q.114.(2)

Q.115.(1)

Q.116.(1)

Q.117.(4)

Q.118.(2) Q.119.(5) Q.120.(5)

Q.121.(1) Q.122.(3) Q.123.(1) Q.124.(3)

Q.125.(5)

Q.126.(1)

Q.127.(1)

Q.128.(2) Q.129.(4) Q.130.(4)

Q.131.(5) Q.132.(5) Q.133.(2) Q.134.(1)

Q.135.(4)

Q.136.(1)

Q.137.(2)

Q.138.(1) Q.139.(2) Q.140.(3)

Q.141.(2) Q.142.(1) Q.143.(1) Q.144.(5)

Q.145.(3)

Q.146.(3)

Q.147.(1)

Q.148.(5) Q.149.(5) Q.150.(4)

Q.151.(3) Q.152.(4) Q.153.(1) Q.154.(5)

Q.155.(2)

Q.156.(2)

Q.157.(1)

Q.158.(3) Q.159.(2) Q.160.(2)

Q.161.(3) Q.162.(4) Q.163.(1) Q.164.(5)

Q.165.(1)

Q.166.(2)

Q.167.(4)

Q.168.(3) Q.169.(4) Q.170.(5)

Q.171.(1) Q.172.(1) Q.173.(2) Q.174.(3)

Q.175.(3)

Q.176.(4)

Q.177.(4)

Q.178.(3) Q.179.(2) Q.180.(5)

Q.181.(5) Q.182.(3) Q.183.(4) Q.184.(1)

Q.185.(2)

Q.186.(5)

Q.187.(4)

Q.188.(5) Q.189.(1) Q.190.(3)

Q.191.(3) Q.192.(1) Q.193.(4) Q.194.(2)

Q.195.(1)

Q.196.(4)

Q.197.(2)

Q.198.(5) Q.199.(1) Q.200.(1)

Q.201.(2) Q.202.(5) Q.203.(1) Q.204.(4)

Q.205.(5)

Q.206.(3)

Q.207.(2)

Q.208.(4) Q.209.(1) Q.210.(4)

Q.211.(3) Q.212.(3) Q.213.(1) Q.214.(2)

Q.215.(5)

Q.216.(1)

Q.217.(2)

Q.218.(1) Q.219.(3) Q.220.(3)

Q.221.(5) Q.222.(3) Q.223.(4) Q.224.(1)

Q.225.(1)

Q.226.(2)

Q.227.(3)

Q.228.(3) Q.229.(5) Q.230.(4)

Q.231.(4) Q.232.(4) Q.233.(2) Q.234.(1)

Q.235.(1)

Q.236.(3)

Q.237.(1)

Q.238.(4) Q.239.(4) Q.240.(3)

Q.241.(2) Q.242.(2) Q.243.(2) Q.244.(3)

Q.245.(5)

Q.246.(1)

Q.247.(4)

Q.248.(4) Q.249.(3) Q.250.(5)

Q.251.(3) Q.252.(4) Q.253.(5) Q.254.(1)

Q.255.(2)

Q.256.(2)

Q.257.(3)

Q.258.(5) Q.259.(4) Q.260.(5)

Q.261.(4) Q.262.(1) Q.263.(3) Q.264.(1)

Q.265.(2)

Q.266.(3)

Q.267.(3)

Q.268.(4) Q.269.(1) Q.270.(5)

India and Israel will put in joint research and development efforts for rapid testing of coronavirus
to enable normalisation of life amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the embassy of Israel said.
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outside and vice-versa). A faces the same direction
as F (i.e. if F faces the centre than A also faces the
centre and vice-versa). G and E facing the same
direction.

Q.1-4. These questions are based on the following letters/
numbers/ symbols arrangement. Study it carefully
and answer the questions given below.
M4#67OH3%SC@8X&*QY©ZBD1
?FE
Q.1.

Q.2.

Four of the following five are alike in a certain
way on the basis of their positions in the above
arrangement and so form a group. Which is the one
that does not belong to the group?
(1) M#O

(2) H%@

(4) 6O%

(5) 8X?

(3) Q©D

What will come in place of the question-mark
(?) in the following series based on the above
arrangement?

Q.5.

Q.6.

Q.7.

46H, O3C, S@&, (?)

Q.3.

Q.4.

(1) X©*

(2) X*©

(4) Y*B

(5) None of these

(3) *YB

(2) 4		

(4) O

(5) None of these

Q.8.

(3) 6

How many such consonants are there in the
above arrangement each of which is immediately
preceded by a symbol and immediately followed
by a vowel?
(1) None

(2) One		

(3) Two

(4) Three

(5) More than three

Q.5-9. Study the following information carefully and
answer the given question.
A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are sitting around a
circular area at equal distance from each other, but
not necessarily in the same order. Some of them
are facing the centre while some face outside (i.e.,
in a direction opposite to the centre).
A sits ninth to the left of C. Only one person
sits between A and H. B is facing outside. E sits
eleventh to the right of H. E is not an immediate
neighbour of A. G sits second to left of F. F is not an
immediate neighbour of E. G is neither immediate
neighbour of A nor C. Immediate neighbours of
D, G as well as C face opposite directions (i.e. if
one neighbour faces the centre than the other faces
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(1) D

(2) G		

(4) A

(5) B

(3) C

Who is sitting to immediate right of B?
(1) G

(2) A		

(4) C

(5) F

(3) E

What is the position of F with respect to A?
(1) Third to the left

(2) Second to the left

(3) Third to the right

(4) Fifth to the right

(5) Seventh to the right

Which of the following element is ninth to the left
of fourteenth element from the right end?
(1) #

Who sits exactly between E and F when counted
from the right hand side of E?

Q.9.

Four of the following five are alike in a certain
way based on the given seating arrangement and
so form a group. Which is the one that does not
belong to the group?
(1) B

(2) G		

(4) F

(5) A

(3) C

Which of the following is true regarding B as per
the given seating arrangement?
(1) B sits third to the left of E
(2) None of the given options is true
(3) B is facing centre
(4) D is one of the immediate neighbours of B
(5) Only three person sits between B and C

Q.10-14.Study the following information carefully and
answer the given question:
Eleven members A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J and
K are sitting in a straight line facing south, but not
necessarily in the same order.
K and J are not immediate neighbours of any of
the vowel. I is not an immediate neighbour of any
of the consonant. D is sitting fourth to the right of
C and is third to the right of B. Neither C nor D is
sitting at any of the extreme ends of the line. K and
G are immediate neighbours of F. G is fifth to the
left of B. H is not an immediate neighbour of E.

World football governing body FIFA has provisionally suspended the president of Haitian
Football Federation Yves Jean-Bart from all football-related activities.
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Q.10.

Q.11.

Q.12.

Q.13.

How many members are sitting right of B?
(1) 6

(2) 7		

(4) 3

(5) 5

Q.16.

(3) 4

(1) T - Friday		

(2) Z – Tuesday

How many person are sitting between F and D?

(3) R -Wednesday

(4) V - Thursday

(1) 3

(2) 4		

(4) 6

(5) 7

(5) All the given combinations are definitely
correct

(3) 5

Four of the following five are alike in a certain
way based on the given seating arrangement and
so form a group. Which is the one that does not
belong to the group?
(1) C

(2) A		

(4) I

(5) F
(2) F		

Q.17.

(3) D

Who is seated fourth to the right of K?
(1) E

Q.18.

(3) B

(5) H
(2) E		

(4) K

(5) Either I or E

(3) D

Q.19.

Q.15-19. Study the following information carefully and
answer the given question:
Seven person R, S, T, U, V, W and Z are going
for movies at different timing 9:30, 10:10, 10:45,
11:05, 12:30, 1:45 and 2:00, but not necessarily
in the same order. Movies are schedule in seven
different days from Monday to Sunday, but not
necessarily in the same order.

On which of the following day does V going for
movie?
(1) Friday		
(3) Sunday		

(2) 10:45 - Tuesday

(3) 1:45 - Thursday

(4) 10:45 - Thursday

Four of the following five form a group as per the
given arrangement. Which of the following does
not belong to that group?
(1) Sunday – 12:30

(2) Tuesday – 2:00

(3) Monday – 10:10

(4) Wednesday – 9:30

(2) Wednesday
(4) Thursday

(5) Other than those given as options

Who among the following going for movie at
2:00?
(1) T

(2) R		

(4) U

(5) Z or V

(3) W

Q.20-24. Study the following information carefully and
answer the given question:
Eleven people P, Q, R, S, T, U, V, W, X, Y and Z
lives in a building but not necessarily in the same
order. There are eleven floors in that building and
only one person live on each floor. Ground floor
numbered is '1' and above the floor is ‘2’ and so on
the top-most floor numbered is '11'.

		Only one person going for a movie between the
one whose movie time is 1:45 and Z who is going
for a movie at 10:10. V is not going for a movie at
1:45. The one whose movie time 10:45 going on
Tuesday. R is going for a movie at 11:05 but not
on Thursday and Friday. W is going for a movie
on Sunday. S is going movie on Wednesday but
not at 2:00 and 1:45. Only three people going for a
movie between R and T. The one who is going the
movie at 9:30 is after U but before the one who is
going for a movie at 12:30.
Q.15.

(1) 11:05 – Friday

(5) Thursday – 1:45

Who is fourth to the right of H?
(1) I

Which of the following combinations is definitely
correct with respect to T?

(5) Other than those given as options.

(4) Cannot be determined
Q.14.

Which of the following combinations is definitely
correct?

There are only three floors between Z and R. U,
P and Y do not live on odd number floor. W lives
immediately below to X. There are only two floors
between R and X. P lives between R and V. Q lives
fourth from the top. Y lives immediately above to
S but does not live above to R. Number of person
lives between T and Z is same as the number of
people lives between S and W. V does not live
immediately above to U. X does not live on the
fourth floor.
Q.20.

Who among the following lives on floor 5?
(1) R

(2) Z		

(4) S

(5) None of these

The country's largest carmaker Maruti Suzuki India (MSI) has joined hands with ICICI
Bank to offer retail financing schemes to its customers.

(3) Y
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Q.21.

Q.22.

Q.23.

Q.24.
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Which of the following floor does V live?

(3) nee sao yoo (4) gua yoo nee

(1) 10

(2) 8		

(5) gua nee sao

(4) 7

(5) 9

(3) 6
Q.29.

Who among the following person live immediately
above to Y?
(1) Z

(2) W		

(4) R

(5) P

(3) T

How many persons are lives between P and T?
(1) One

(2) Two

(4) Four

(5) Five

(3) Three

(2) P – 4

(4) Y – 9

(5) V – 8

(3) Z – 9

'P © Q' means 'P is neither smaller than nor equal
to Q'.
'P % Q' means 'P is neither smaller than nor greater
than Q'.
Now in each of the following questions
assuming the given statements to be true, find
which of the conclusions I and II given below
them is/are definitely true and give your
answer accordingly.

‘policy craze anger mobile’ is coded as ‘kaa hoe
jee yoo’,
‘allow make course prize’ is coded as ‘gua nee bon
sao’,

(1) If only conclusion I follows.

‘craze manner also artist’ is coded as ‘the kaa guu
laa’.

Q.26.

(5) None of these

The code ‘the laa kaa’ is for which of the following?

(3) course prize also
(5) None of these
Which of the following is the code for ‘mobile’?
(2) guu		

(4) sao

(5) jee

94

(3) nee

What can be the code for ‘make policy course’?
(1) the guu yoo (2) gua laa yoo
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(5) If both conclusion I and II follows.
Q.30.

Q.32.

(4) Either option 01 or 02

(1) muu

(4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows.

Q.31.

(2) also craze artist

Q.28.

(3) If either conclusion I or II follows.

(3) course

(1) manner also craze

Q.27.

(2) If only conclusion II follows.

The code ‘bon’ is stand for?
(4) prize

(5) None of these

'P # Q' means' P is not greater than Q'.

‘Commit also make policy’ is coded as ‘muu yoo
laa gua’,

(2) make

(4) the muu

(3) nee muu

'P@Q' means 'P is neither greater than nor equal to
Q'.

In a certain code language,

(1) allow

(2) hoe yoo

'P $ Q' means 'P is not smaller than Q'.

Q.25-29. Study the following information carefully and
answer the questions given below:

Q.25.

(1) guu muu

Q.30-34. In the following questions, the symbols @, ©, $,
% and # are used with the following meaning as
illustrated below:

Which of the following is correct?
(1) S – 1

If ‘manner’ is coded as ‘guu’, then what will be the
code for ‘commit artist’?

Q.33.
Q.34.

Statements:

C # K, K @ T, T $ M, M % U

Conclusions:

(I) C @ T

Statements:

Q @ M, M © O, O $ J, J # B

Conclusions:

(I) O $ B

Statements:

X © Y, Y % V, V $ R, R @ K

Conclusions:

(I) R # Y

Statements:

I $ O, O # T, T @ D, D © R

Conclusions:

(I) I $ T

Statements:

C % J, J # Z, Z © T, T $ F

Conclusions:

(I) C @ Z

(II) K @ U
(II) B @ M
(II) V @ X
(II) D © O
(II) C % Z

Q.35-37. Study the following information carefully and
answer the questions given below.

Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal R K S Bhadauria flew a Tejas single-seater light combat aircraft at the Sulur air force station.
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Q.35.

Q.36.

Q.37.

There are six persons i.e A, B, C, D, E and F
of different weights. The weight of E is more
than 4 persons but less than F. The weight of C
is not more than any person. D’s weight is not
the second lightest. The weight of 3rd heaviest
person is 74 kg and the 3rd lightest person is
62 kg. B’s weight is not the third heaviest. B’s
weight is not more than third heaviest.

Q.38-40. Study the following information carefully and
answer the questions given below:

If D's weight is 62 kg then who among the
following have third heights weight?

Q.38.

(1) E

(2) D		

(4) C

(5) F

(3) A

If B's weight 62 kg then how many persons have
more weight than D?
(1) None

(2) One		

(4) Three

(5) Four

(2) 72 kg

(4) 73 kg

(5) 78 kg

Q.39.

(3) Two

Which of the following may represent the weight
of E?
(1) 52 kg

In a family, D is father of V. S is the wife of V
and mother of T. T is the grandson of E who is the
mother of B. R is husband of G who is the sister of
B. J is son of G and brother of N. B is sister-in-law
of V.

Q.40.

(3) 70 kg

How many female member there in the family?
(1) Three

(2) Four

(3) Five

(4) Six

(5) Cannot be determined

How is S related to G?
(1) Son

(2) Daughter

(3) Sister

(4) Nephew

(5) Either Niece or Nephew

How is B related to N?
(1) Daughter-in-law

(2) Aunty

(3) Brother		

(4) Sister

(5) Uncle

IBPS RRB CLERK PRE / NUMERICAL ABILITY
Q.41-45. Find the values of variables and state the correct
relationship-

What should be the ratio in which they should
share their profits at the end of the year?

(1) x< y		

(2) x> y

(1) 2:3

(2) 6:5		

(3) x≤ y		

(4) x≥ y

(4) 5:4

(5) None of these

(5) x = y or Relation cannot be established

Q.48.

(3) 4:7

Q.41.

I. x2-3x+2=0		

II. 2y2+3y-2=0

Q.42.

I. 2x2-5x-3=0		

II. y2-10y+21=0

80% of a smaller number is 4 less than 40% of a
larger number. The larger number is 125 greater
than the smaller one. The sum of these two number
is -

Q.43.

I. x2+9x+14=0		

II. 2y2-10y+12=0

(1) 325

(2) 345		

Q.44.

I. x2-2x-35=0 		

II. y2-12y+32=0

(4) 365

(5) None of these

Q.45.

I. x +10x+21=0		

II. y -2y-8=0

Q.46.

Two barrels contain a mixture of milk and water.
The content of the milk is 60% in the first barrel
and 30% in the second barrel. In what ratio must
the mixtures from the first and second barrels be
taken to form a mixture containing 50% milk?

Q.47.

2

(1) 2:1

(2) 2:5		

(4) 3:2

(5) 4:5

2

(3) 1:3

P started a business with Rs 25000. Q joined
him after 4 months with Rs 20000. After 2 more
months, P withdrew Rs 10000 of his capital and 2
more months later, Q brought in Rs 10000 more.

Q.49.

Q.50.

(3) 355

One filling pipe A is 5 times faster than second
filling pipe B. if B can fill a cistern in 36 minutes,
then find the time when the cistern will be full if
both filling pipes are opened together.
(1) 6

(2) 8		

(4) 12

(5) None of these

(3) 4

A dishonest milkman sells milk at cost price but he
mixes water and earns . Find the ratio of mixture
and milk in the mixture?
(1) 7:1

(2) 7:8		

(4) 8:7

(5) None of these

The New Development Bank of the BRICS countries appointed Marcos Prado Troyjo, who
served as Brazil's Economy Minister, as the new president of the Shanghai-based bank.

(3) 1:7
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Q.51 –55. Find the approximate value of question marks
(?) given in questions below.
Q.51.

Q.52.

(87.65% of 7159.89–68.99% of 8939.89) × 6.06 = ?2
(1) 20

(2) 24		

(4) 32

(5) 36

5
7
35 %of 6510 + 77 %of 5886 = ?%of 6126 + 50%of 5638
7
9
(1) 49.5
(2) 58.5
(3) 54

Q.54.

Q.57.

Q.58.

(5) 1050

If the average population of all the towns in year
2016 is 2201 then what is the population of town
D in year 2016?
(1) 1504

(2) 1604

(3) 1704

(4) 1804

(5) None of these

(1) 804

(2) 795		

(4) 844

(5) 930

(1) 40%

(2) 42%

(4) 46%

(5) 44%

(3) 826

750 / 45 114
×
=?
11/ 781 95

Q.59.

Q.60.

(3) 48%

If the total population in town D in 2015 is 1300
then find the average population of all the towns in
year 2014?
(1) 1450

(2) 1350

(4) 1520

(5) 1620

(3) 1250

What is the ratio of total population of all the towns
in 2015 to the total population of all the town in
2016?
(1) 6: 7

(2) 4: 5		

(3) 3: 5

(4) 5: 3

(5) Can’t be determined

35

Q.61 –65. Find the wrong number in the given series given
below.

30

Q.61.

40

25
20
15

Q.62.

10
5
0
A

B

C
2014-15

D

E

F

2015-16

Q.63.

Actual population in these village in three different
years.

96

(4) 250

(3) 1800

854.926 – 562.005 – 115.98 = 22.6% of (?)

(5) 74

(1) 1355
(2) 1345
(3) 1420
(4) 1653
(5) 1720
2
2
Q.55. 15.33 – 12.94 + 22.062 – 35.65 = ?
(1) 511
(2) 504		
(3) 631
(4) 585
(5) 600
Q.56-60. Study the following graph carefully and answer
the given questions.
Percentage increase in population of six towns
from 2014 to 2015 and 2015 to 2016.

Q.56.

(2) 2500

What is the total increase percentage of population
in the town A, B and C taken together from 2014
to 2016?

(4) 66.67
Q.53.

(3) 28

(1) 1250

Town\Years 2014
2015 2016
A
3750
B
1980 C
1518
D
E
1250
F
1200
What is the total increase in population of town A
from 2014 to 2016?
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Q.64.

Q.65.

7

16

27

40

46

(1) 7

(2) 16		

(4) 40

(5) 46

729

1331

2497

3375

(1) 729

(2) 1331

(4) 2497

(5) 4913

80

119

166

221

(1) 80

(2) 119		

(4) 192

(5) 223

8

8.5

11.5

14
(2) 8.5		

(4) 14

(5) 17
778

1456

4913
(3) 3375

223
(3) 166
17

(1) 8
439

(3) 27

2812

(1) 439

(2) 778		

(4) 2812

(5) 5624

(3) 11.5
5624
(3) 1456

R Sreelekha will be the first woman Director General of Police in Kerala after the state
government appointed her as Fire and Rescue Services DGP as part of a major reshuffle.
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Q.66-70. What should come at place of question mark (?)
in the following questions?
Q.66.

Q.67.

Q.68.

Q.69.

Q.70.

Q.71.

Q.72.

452–212 = ?% of 800
(1) 192

(2) 188		

(4) 195

(5) None of these

(3) 198

172% of 650 – 282=?
(1) 312

(2) 322		

(4) 364

(5) None of these

(3) 352

(1) 1/4

(2) 1/8		

(4) 1/16

(5) None of these
(2) 488.48

(4) 412.25

(5) None of these

(3) 1/2

(3) 456.67

143 – 46×33=8×?
(1) 151.75

(2) 153.25

(4) 174.25

(5) None of these

(3) 164.50

If three times of the son‘s age in years is included
to the mother‘s age, the total is 75 and if two times
of the mother‘s age is included to the son‘s age, the
total is 80. So the son‘s age is?
(1) 15

(2) 18		

(4) 22

(5) None of these

(1) 27

(2) 9		

(4) 243

(5) None of these

(1) 30

(2) 31		

(4) 33

(5) 34

(2) 13		

(4) 22

(5) 10

Q.77.

Q.78.

(3) 81

Q.79.

(3) 32

In a fixed time, a boy swims double the distance
along the current that he swims against the current.
If the speed of the current is 3km/hr. , then what is
the speed of the boy in still water?
(1) 9

Q.76.

(3) 14

4 matches are to be played in a chess tournament.
In how many ways can result be decided?

(3) 15

(1) 40

(2) 33		

(4) 15

(5) 20

(3) 25

City % literate Proportion of Male/Female
population
Literate
Illiterate
Male: Female
Male:
Female
A
70
4: 3
2: 1
B
64
5: 3
1: 1
C
60
8: 7
7: 5
D
65
7: 6
4: 3
E
80
3: 1
3: 5
F
50
3: 2
3: 7

17×38 – 15×11+752 = ? % of 1250
(1) 422.24

A chemist has 10L of a solution that is 10% nitric
acid by volume. He wants to dilute the solution to
4% strength by adding water. How many litres of
water must be add?

Q.76–80.Following table shows the percentage literate
population and ratio of male and female literate
and illiterate population of six cities.

1 1 1 1
+ + − = 12.5%of ?
12 6 3 2

Q.73. The average weight of 40 Students is 32. If the
Heaviest and Lightest are excluded the average
weight reduces by 1. If only the Heaviest is
excluded then the average is 31. Then what is the
weight of the Lightest?

Q.74.

Q.75.

Q.80.

If the population of City D is 60 lakhs then what is
the number of females who are illiterate.
(1) 6

(2) 8		

(4) 10

(5) None of these

(3) 9

If the literate male population of City C is 6.4
lakhs then what is it's total illiterate population?
(1) 6

(2) 8		

(4) 12

(5) None of these

(3) 10

If the sum of illiterate female of City A and City B
is 18 lakhs then what is the sum of total population
of City A and City B?
(1) 36

(2) 30		

(4) 20

(5) None of these

(3) 24

If the population of City F is 60 lakhs then what is
the number of males who are literate in the city?
(1) 16

(2) 18		

(4) 12

(5) None of these

(3) 14

If population of City D and City E are 10 lakh
each, then the number of illiterate population of
City D is how much percentage more than the
illiterate population of City E?
(1) 50%

(2) 60%

(4) 80%

(5) None of these

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman officially launched the instant Permanent Account
Number (PAN) facility which uses Aadhaar number based e-KYC.

(3) 75%
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Q.1.(5)
Q.2.(2)

Q.3.(3)
Q.4.(2)
Q.5-9.

Q.20.(1) 		
Q.23.(4) 		
Q.25-29.

Q.22.(4)

?FE

Q.5.(3) 		
Q.8.(2) 		
Q.10-14.

Q.6.(1) 		
Q.9.(2)

Q.7.(5)

Q.10.(5) 		
Q.13.(4)		
Q.15-19.

Q.11.(4) 		
Q.14.(1)

Q.12.(4)

Monday
U
Tuesday
T
Wednesday
S
Thursday
V
Friday
Z
Saturday
R
Sunday
W
Q.15.(4) 		 Q.16.(4)		
Q.18.(4) 		 Q.19.(4)
Q.20-24.
11 T
10 U
9
Z
8
Q
7
V
6
P
5
R
4
Y
3
S
2
X
1
W

98

Q.21.(4) 		
Q.24.(3)
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2 : 00
10 : 45
9 : 30
12 : 30
10 : 10
11 : 05
1 : 45
Q.17.(2)

Q.25.(5) 		 Q.26.(4) 		
Q.27.(5)
Q.28.(4) 		 Q.29.(4)
Q.30-34. $ means ≥
@ means <
# means ≤
© means >
% means =
Q.30.(1) C ≤ K < T ≥ M = U
(I) C < T
(II) K < U
Q.31.(4) Q < M > O ≥ J ≤ B
(I) O ≥ B
(II) B < M
Q.32.(5) X > Y = V ≥ R < K
(I) R ≤ Y
(II) V < X
Q.33.(2) I ≥ O ≤ T < D > R
(I) I ≥ T
(II) D > O
Q.34.(3) C = J ≤ Z > T ≥ F
(I) C < Z
(II) C = Z
Q.35.(3) 74  
62
F > E > A/D > A/D/B > A/B > C
Q.36.(3)
74
62
F > E > A/D > A/D/B > A/B > C
Q.37.(5) 	        
74         62
F > E > A/D > A/D/B > A/B > C
Q.38-40.

Q.38.(5) 		

Q.39.(3)		

Q.40.(2)

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed a $177 million loan to upgrade 450 km of
state highways and major district roads in Maharashtra.

MODEL PAPER 2019
EXPLANATION/IBPS RRB CLERK PRE/NUMERICAL ABILITY
Q.41.(2) x= 2, 1
y= -2, 1/2
x>y
Q.42.(1) x= 3, -1/2
y= 3, 7
x< y
Q.43.(1) x=-7, -2
y=3, 2
x< y
Q.44.(5) x= 7, -5
y= 4, 8
Can't be determined
Q.45.(1) x=-3, -7
y= 4, -2
x< y
Q.46.(1)

Q.50.(4) M
7 		
Mixture
8

:
:
:
:

W
1
Milk
7

Q.51.(3) (6300–6168)×6=x2
132×6=x2
792=x2
x=28
Q.52.(4)
250
700
% × 6510 +
% × 5886 = ?% × 6126 + 50% × 5638
7
9
x
2325 + 4578 − 2819 =
× 6126 + 2819
100
( 4084 ×100 ) = x
6126
x = 66.66

Q.53.(1)

855 − 562 − 116 = 22.6% × x
22
×x
177 =
100
x = 804
Q.54.(3)
2:1
Q.47.(2) (25000×6 + 15000×6) : (20000×4 + 30000×4)
150 + 90 : 80+120
= 240 : 200 = 6: 5
Q.48.(3) 0.8x + 4 = 0.4y
4y – 8x = 40
y – x = 125
x = 115, y = 240
x + y = 355
Q.49.(1) A : B
E5:1
T1:5

36
=6
6

750 781 114
×
×
45 11 95
(10 × 71× 36 )
=
19
= 1420
Q.55.(2) 152–132+222–35.65=x
= 225–169+484–35.65
x = 504
Q.56-60.
A
B
C
D
E
F

2014
2500
1650
1100
1250
1200

2015
3125
1980
1265
1625
1560

2016
3750
2178
1518
1950
2106

Q.56.(1)
Q.57.(3) 13206 – 11502 = 1704

Senior bureaucrat Arun Singhal has been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer of Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI).
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Q.58.(2)

Q.73.(2)

7446 − 5250
×100 = 41.82% ≈ 42%
5250
Q.59.(1)
Q.60.(5) Can’t be determined
Q.61.(5) 5×1+2=7
6×2+4=16
7×3+6=27
8×4+8=40
9×5+10=55
Q.62.(4) 93, 113, 133, 153, 173
Q.63.(5) 92–1, 112–2, 132–3, 152–4, 172–5
Q.64.(2) 8+1.5 = 9.5
9.5+2=11.5
11.5+2.5=14
14+3=17
Q.65.(5) + 339, + 678, + 1356, +2712
Q.66.(3) ?=(2025-441)/8
?=198
Q.67.(5) 1118-784=?

Q.74.(1) Let the speed of boy in still water be x km/hr
and the speed of current is given = 3 km/hr
Downstream speed = (x+3) km/hr
Upstream speed = (x-3) km/hr
Let time be t hours
(x+3)*t = 2{(x-3)*t}
=> x = 9 km/hr
Q.75.(4) Quantity of nitric acid = 10 ×(1/10) = 1 L
Water = 10 – 1 = 9 L
Let x litre of water be added,
(10 + x ) × (4/100) = 1
=> x = 15 L
Q.76.(5)
65
= 39
60 ×
100
6
39 × = 18
13
Q.77.(2)

?=334
Q.68.(5)

1 1 1 1
+ + − = 12.5%of ?
12 6 3 2
? 1+ 2 + 4 − 6
=
8
12
? 1
=
8 8
? =1

Q.78.(5) can’t be determined
Q.79.(2)

50
= 30
100
3
30 × = 18
5
60 ×

?=488.48
Q.71.(3) Let Son‘s age = A and mother‘s age = B
Given:
3A+B = 75 and A+2B = 80
Solving A, we will get A = 14.
Q.72.(3) Every chess match can have three result i.e.
win, loss and draw so now of ways = 3×3×3×3
= 81 ways

100

MICA AUGUST 2020

8 → 6.4
1 → 0.8
∴15 → 12.0
60% = 12.0
40% = 8.0

Q.69.(2) 646-165+5625=?×12.5
Q.70.(2) ?=(2744-1518)/8=153.25

40 × 32 = 1280
H
1280 − = 31
39
H = 71
l
1280 − 71 − = 31
38
l = 31

Q.80.(3)

35
= 3.5
100
20
=2
10 ×
100
3.5 − 2
×100 = 75%
2
10 ×

According to the Controller General of Accounts (CGA) data, the fiscal deficit for 2019-20
worked out to be 4.59 per cent of the GDP, while the revenue deficit was 3.27 per cent.
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Q.1.

A figure of transparent sheet with a pattern is given
below. Select the option that shows how the pattern
would appear when the transparent sheet is folded
at the dotted line.

Q.5.

How many triangles are present in the given
figure?

Question Figure

Q.6.

Answer Figure

Q.2.

(A)

(B)

(C)

(D)

(A) 30 		

(B) 27		

(C) 28 		

(D) 29

Select the figure that will come next in the
following figure series.
Question Figure

Answer Figures:

Select the correct mirror image of the given figure
when the mirror is placed to the right of the figure.
Question Figure:

(A)

(B)

(C)

(D)

Answer Figure :
(A)
(B)
Q.7.

(C)
(D)
Q.3.

Select the number-pair in which the two numbers
are related in the same way as are the two numbers
of the following number-pairs.
Q.8.

(A) RQGBDAMY

(B) RPGBCZLY

(C) RQGBCALY

(D) SQHBCALZ

(A) 6 : 52 		

(B) 14 : 210

Select the set in which the numbers are related in
the same way as are the numbers of the following
set.

(C) 8 : 68 		

(D) 16 : 218

(8, 27, 64)

12 : 156

Q.4.

In a code language, CARNIVAL is written as
LPYAJYTG. How will DISTANCE be written as
in that language?

Three of the following four numbers are alike in a
certain way and one is different. Pick the number
that is different from the rest.
(A) 173 		

(B) 193 		

(C) 191 		

(D) 189

Q.9.

(A) (49, 64, 81)

(B) (216, 343, 529)

(C) (343, 512, 729)

(D) (125, 636, 864)

Select the option that is related to the third lettercluster in the same way as the second letter-cluster
is related to the first letter-cluster.

India's economic growth slowed to 3.1 percent in the fourth quarter of the financial year
2019-2020, according to data released by National Statistical Office (NSO).
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KSOE : MQQC :: ACZN : ?

(A) Hobby : Internet

(A) CABL 		

(B) CABK

(B) Harmony : War

(C) DACL 		

(D) CBBL

(C) Treatment : Recovery

‘Heart’ is related to ‘Circulation’ in the same way
as ‘Lungs’ are related to ‘_________’.
(A) Excretion
(C) Oxygen

Q.11.

(D) Education : Institute
Q.17.

(B) Respiration 		
(D) Ribs

Which number will replace the question mark (?)
in the following series?

Select the Venn diagram that best illustrates the
relationship between the following classes. Mobile
phones, Electronic devices, Laptops
(A)

(B)

(C)

(D)

25, 42, 67, 101, 145, ?

Q.12.

Q.13.

(A) 200 		

(B) 202 		

(C) 199		

(D) 201

Three friends A, B and C have different amounts
of rupees with them. If B takes `7 from A, then
B will have an equal amount as C has. B and C
together have total `157. How many rupees does
C have?
(A) 82		

(B) 81 		

(C) 80 		

(D) 83

Two different positions of the same dice are shown
below, the six faces of which are numbered 1 to 6.
Find the number opposite to the face having 1.

Q.18.

Q.19.

Q.14.

(B) 4

(C) 3 		(D) 5

Select the set in which the numbers are related in
the same way as are the numbers of the following
set.
(4, 41, 5)

Q.15.

Q.16.

(A) (7, 81, 9)

(B) (6, 85, 8)

(C) (2, 21, 4)

(D) (5, 61, 6)

(B) 333912955

(C) 343912945

(D) 333912945

(B) VXZB		

(C) BDGJ 		

(D) JLNP

Select the combination of letters that when
sequentially placed in the gaps of the given letter
series will complete the series.
(A) mnstnqsn

(B) mmstmqtn

(C) mnstnqmn

(D) nmstnqns

Which of the following sequence of signs will
correctly solve the given equation by replacing the
question marks?
1105 ? 65 ? 835 ? 25 ? 5 = 727

Q.21.

If FINANCIAL is coded as 695153913, then how
will LUCRATIVE be coded as?
(A) 433922945

(A) DFHJ 		

tsm__nq__smmn__st_mmn_qs

Q.20.
(A) 2

Three of the following four letter-clusters are alike
in a certain way and one is different. Pick the odd
one out.

Q.22.

(A) ÷,+,−,×

(B) +,÷,−,×

(C) +,−,×,÷		

(D) ×,−,+,÷

Three of the following four words are alike in a
certain way and one is different. Pick the odd word
out.
(A) Energy

(B) Vitamins

(C) Carbohydrates

(D) Protein

Select the option in which Figure-X is embedded.
(Rotation is not allowed)

Select the word-pair in which the two words are
related in the same way as are the two words in the
following word-pairs.
Exercise : Fitness
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India's core sector output shrank by a record 38.1% in April due to the coronavirus
lockdown, according to government data.
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(A)

(C)
Q.23.

If Q ÷ U × K × H – D + J, then how is K related to
J?

(B)

(D)

Q.25.

Arrange the following activities in a logical and
meaningful order.
1. Marriage hall booking
2. Deciding marriage day

Q.24.

(A) Brother

(B) Paternal uncle

(C) Father 		

(D) Sister

Two statements are given, followed by three
conclusions numbered I, II and III. Assuming the
statements to be true, even if they seem to be at
variance with commonly known facts, decide
which of the conclusions logically follow(s) from
the statements.

3. Inviting guests

Statements: All equipment are screw-drivers. All
machines are equipment.

4. Marriage ceremony

Conclusions:

5. Invitation cards printing

I.

(A) 2, 1, 3, 5, 4

(B) 2, 1, 3, 4, 5

II. Some screw-drivers are machines.

(C) 2, 1, 5, 3, 4

(D) 1, 2, 3, 5, 4

III. All equipment are machines.

Some screw-drivers are equipment.

A + B means ‘A is the mother of B’

(A) Only conclusions I and III follow.

A – B means ‘A is the husband of B’

(B) Only conclusions I and II follow.

A × B means ‘A is the son of B’

(C) Only conclusions II and III follow.

A ÷ B means ‘A is the brother of B’

(D) All conclusions follow.

SSC CHSL / GENERAL AWARENESS
Q.26.

Q.27.

Q.28.

Q.29.

The 'Pattachitra' style of painting is one of the
oldest and most popular art forms of _______.

Q.30.

Which of the following is the capital of the Union
Territory Dadra and Nagar Haveli?

(A) Rajasthan

(B) Odisha

(A) Port Blair

(B) Daman

(C) Assam		

(D) West Bengal

(C) Silvassa

(D) Kavaratti

In which city has India's first HIV treatment
centre and clinic for the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and queer (LGBTQ)
community
been inaugurated?
(A) Bhopal		

(B) Mumbai

(C) Bengaluru

(D) Kolkata

Q.31.

Q.32.

Which one of the following is the joint Army
exercises between France and India?
(A) Sampriti

(B) Garuda Shakti

(C) Khanjar

(D) Shakti

The currency of Japan is _________.

With which of the following sports was Narender
Hirwani associated?

(A) Renminbi

(B) Dollar

(A) Football

(B) Cricket

(C) Euro		

(D) Yen

(C) Hockey

(D) Boxing

The first session of the first Lok Sabha commenced
on ________.
(A) 13th May 1952
(B) 15th August 1951

Q.33.

In August 2018, ________ became the first
Indian to win the 'Best Actor' award at the
Norwegian national awards held in Haugesund,
Norway.

(C) 15th August 1947

(A) Adil Hussain

(B) Nasiruddin Shah

(D) 26th January 1950

(C) Irrfan Khan

(D) Nawazuddin Siddique

The Centre has approved 445 crore rupees for the implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission in
Chhattisgarh during 2020-21.
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The hill station of Chail is located in __________.
(A) Uttar Pradesh

Q.43.

(B) Arunachal Pradesh

(C) Himachal Pradesh (D) Madhya Pradesh
Q.35.

Q.36.

Q.37.

Q.38.

Q.39.

The border between India and Bhutan adjoins
________ Indian states.
(A) Five		

(B) Two

(C) Three		

(D) Four

Rusting of iron is an example of _______.
(A) evaporation

(B) combustion

(C) corrosion

(D) condensation

(C) Mahendra Bhoja

(D) Rajyapala

_______ gas gives an orange glow when
electricity is passed through it. It is generally used
in fluorescent lighting.
(A) Neon		

(B) Nitrogen

(C) Hydrogen

(D) Oxygen

Who decides the admissibility of Questions in Lok
Sabha?
(B) Speaker

(A) Avidemus

(B) Blender

(C) Prime Minister

(D) Vice President

(C) Dscaler

(D) Ardour

Q.46.

With which of the following sports is the term
'Cox' associated?
(A) Javelin Throw

(B) Boat Racing

(C) Boxing		

(D) Long Jump

Q.47.

The 'i-help' initiative to promote digital electoral
literacy has been launched in which of the
following states?

(B) Clusters

(C) ARPANET

(D) HTTP

(A) Protons

(B) Electrons

(C) Photons

(D) Neutrons

From which Indian state did 'Warli Art' originate?
(C) Maharashtra

Q.48.

______ was the network that became the basis for
the Internet.
(A) SSID		

_______ are stable, negatively charged particles
found in all atoms.

(A) Madhya Pradesh (B) Rajasthan

(D) Assam

Q.41. India won a total of ________ medals at the
Special Olympics World Summer Games held in
Abu Dhabi from 14 to 21 March 2019.
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(B) Vijayasena

(A) Deputy Speaker

(C) Chhattisgarh

Q.42.

Q.45.

(A) Mihir Bhoja

Which one of the following is an Audio Tool?

(A) Arunachal Pradesh (B) Bihar
Q.40.

Q.44.

The present day city of Bhopal was built by which
of the following Pratihara rulers?

Q.49.

(D) Kerala

Which of the following rivers originates in
Amarkantak Hill in Madhya Pradesh?
(A) Narmada

(B) Periyar

(C) Ravi		

(D) Gomti

__________ is the final value of all the finished
goods and services produced within a country's
borders in a specific time period.
(A) Government revenue
(B) Gross Domestic Product

(A) 368		

(B) 312

(C) Gross National Product

(C) 252		

(D) 441

(D) Net National Product

Who among the following wrote the book 'The
Namesake'?

Q.50. The Vikramashila University was founded by
________.

(A) Arundhati Roy

(A) Dharmapala

(B) Jhumpa Lahiri

(B) Bimbisara

(C) Siddhartha Mukherjee

(C) Ashoka		

(D) Amitav Ghosh

(D) Chandragupta-I
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The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has announced an inclusion of 23 additional Minor Forest
Produce items in Minimum Support Price list.
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SSC CHSL / NUMERICAL ABILITY
Q.51.

Q.52.

Q.53.

Q.54.

Q.55.

A dealer buys an article marked at `20000 with two
successive discounts of 20% and 5%. He spends
`1000 forits repair and sells it for `20000. What
is his profit /loss percent (correct to two decimal
places)?

Two students, A and B, appeared for an
examination. A secured 8 marks more than B and
the marks of the latter was 55% of the sum of their
marks. The sum of the marks obtained by A and B
is:

(A) 25.64% loss

(B) 25.64% profit

(A) 75		

(B) 100

(C) 23.46% profit

(D) 23.64% loss

(C) 90		

(D) 80

A and B can complete a piece of work in 15 days
and 10 days respectively. They got a contract to
complete the work for `35000. The share of A (in
`) in the contracted money will be:
(A) 7000		

(B) 10000

(C) 14000		

(D) 15000

The sum of salaries of A and B is `43000. A
spends 95% of his salary and B spends 80% of
his salary. If their savings are the same, what is
A’s salary (in `)?
(A) 8000		

(B) 34400

(C) 10600		

(D) 35000

The chord of the contact of tangents drawn from
point on the circle x2 + y2 = a2 to the circle x2 +
y2 = b2 touches the circle x2 + y2 = c2 such that bp
= amcn where m, n, p ∈ N, and m, n, p are prime
to each other, then the value of 2m + n + 2p – 3
is:
(A) 5		

(B) 4

(C) 6		

(D) 2

Q.58.

Q.59.

The

simplified

value

3
1
 5  1 1   is
 1 3
5
 3 +  ÷ 1 ÷  +  ÷ 
 5 5 1
 7  7 3 
7

(A)

19
		
7

(B)

19
16

(C)

19 		
8

(D)

19
64

of

The ratio between the speeds of two trains is 2: 5.
If the first train covers 350 km in 5 hours, then the
speed (in km/h) of the second train is:
(A) 180		

(B) 175

(C) 165		

(D) 150

Q.60-64. The given Bar Graph presents the number of
students of two schools for six years.

2
y
2 o
2 o
o
2
o
2
o
If 2 cosec 39 − tan 51 − sin 90 − tan 56 y tan 34 =
3
3
, then the value of y is:

(

)

2
3

Q.56.

Q.57.

(A) − 		

(B) – 1

(C) 1		

(D)

2
3

In triangle ABC, the length of BC is less than twice
the length of AB by 3 cm. The length of the AC
exceeds the length of AB by 3 cm. The perimeter
of the triangle is 34 cm. The length (in cm) of the
smaller side of the triangle is:

Q.60.

In which year, the absolute difference between the
numbers of students in two schools is the highest?

(A) 10		

(B) 7

(A) 2012		

(B) 2011

(C) 9		

(D) 8

(C) 2013		

(D) 2010

Chhattisgarh's first Chief Minister Ajit Pramod Kumar Jogi passed away at the age of 74
years.
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Q.62.

Q.63.
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What is the average number of students from
school B during the six year period (correct to two
decimal places)?
(A) 656.17		

(B) 664.37

(C) 616.67		

(D) 660.17

In which year, the percentage increase in students
in school B is the highest in comparison to its
previous year?

Q.68.

Q.69.

2
		
3

(D)

If cos x = −

1
2

1
3π
and π < x <
, then the value
2
2

(C) 2009		

(D) 2011

(A) 10		

(B) 8

(C) 2		

(D) 4

What is the ratio of students taken for all years
together from School B to that from school A?
(B) 415: 401

3

4

x

+4

4

x

(D) 429: 370

= 5 x , then the value of x is

(A) 2		

(B) 4

(C) 16		

(D) 8

(A) 1		

(B) – 1

(C) 0		

(D) 0.7

If an 8-digit number 30x558y2 is divisible by 88,
then the value of (6x + 6y) is:
(A) 30		

(B) 35

(C) 42		

(D) 66

If each side of a rectangle is increased by 22%,
then its area will increase by:
(A) 48.84%

(B) 50%

(C) 44%		

(D) 46.65%

A person purchased a vehicle for `489828 and
sold it for `589828. What is the profit percent he
earned on this vehicle (correct to two decimal
places)?
(A) 25%		

(B) 15%

(C) 18.65%

(D) 20.42%

If

Q.71.

4

cosec θ = 3x and cot θ =



the value of 6  x 2 −
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(C)

of 2 tan2x – 3 cosec2x is:

Q. 65. If (x – 8)3 + (2x + 16)3 + (2x – 13)3 = 3 (x – 8) (2x
+ 16) (2x – 13), then what is the value of x?

Q.67.

(B) 1

(B) 2013

(C) 401: 415

Q.66.

1
		
4

(A) 2010		

(A) 370: 429
Q.64.

Q.70.

(A)

MICA AUGUST 2020

1 
 is
x2 

3
,
x

( x ≠ 0 ) then

Q.72.

Q.73.

Q.74.

Q.75.

Two numbers are in the ratio 3: 4. On increasing
each of them by 30, the ratio becomes 9: 10. The
sum of the numbers is:
(A) 35		

(B) 30

(C) 32		

(D) 25

In a ∆ ABC, the bisectors of ∠ B and ∠ C meet
at O with in the triangle. If ∠ A = 110o, then the
measure of ∠ BOC is
(A) 110o		

(B) 55o

(C) 145o		

(D) 84o

If x = 2 + 3 then the value of

x 3 + x – 3 is:

(A) – 52 3

(B) 52 3

(C) – 52		

(D) 52

There are two circles of radius 5 cm and 3 cm
respectively. The distance between their centres is
10 cm. The length (in cm) of a transverse common
tangent is:
(A) 9		

(B) 8

(C) 10		

(D) 6

The average age of fifteen persons is 32 years. If
two more persons are added, then the average is
increased by 3 years. The new persons have age
difference of 7 years. The age (in years) of the
younger among the new persons is:
(A) 50		

(B) 58

(C) 54		

(D) 61

Lyricist Yogesh Gaur, who wrote the lyrics of songs like 'Kahin Dur Jab Din Dhal Jaye'
and 'Zindagi Kaisi Hai Paheli', passed away aged 77.
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SSC CHSL / ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.76.

Select the most appropriate passive form of the
given sentence.
The surgeon successfully operated upon the
patient.

Q.83-87. In the following passage, some words have been
deleted. Fill in the blanks with the help of the
alternatives given. Select the most appropriate
option for each blank.
As the rains receded I got a strange job. Our
neighbour, a (A) ______ merchant decided to
become a politician. But he was (B) ______ so he
wanted me to (C) ______ him everywhere he went
and read and write (D) ______ him. For my work
I was to be paid decent (E) ______.

(A) The patient was successfully operated upon by
the surgeon.
(B) The surgeon has been successfully operated
upon by the patient.
(C) The patient is successfully operated upon by
the surgeon.

Q.83.

(D) The patient is being successfully operated
upon by the surgeon.
Q.77.

Q.78.

Select the correctly spelt word.
(A) opportunity

(B) oppurtunity

(C) oppertunity

(D) oportunity

Select the most appropriate synonym of the
given word.
RESOLUTE

Q.79.

(A) determined

(B) uncertain

(C) hesitant

(D) unsure

Identify the segment which contains the
grammatical error.

Q.84.

Q.85.

Q.86.

Lack of formal education did not prevent Lincoln
to become a great leader.

Q.80.

(A) to become

(B) did not prevent

(C) a great leader

(D) Lack of

Select the most appropriate antonym of the
given word.
ASCENT

Q.81.

Q.82.

Q.87.

Q.88.

(A) descent

(B) nascent

(C) crescent

(D) recent

Select the wrongly spelt word.
(A) extract

(B) extension

(C) explaination

(D) eligible

Select the most appropriate word for the group
of words.
An official pardon
(A) regicide

(B) amnesia

(C) redemption

(D) amnesty

Select the most appropriate option to fill in
blank (A)
(A) prosperous

(B) affluent

(C) populous

(D) ambitious

Select the most appropriate option to fill in
blank (B)
(A) illegible

(B) illogical

(C) illegitimate

(D) illiterate

Select the most appropriate option to fill in
blank (C)
(A) coincide

(B) coexist

(C) accompany

(D) attend

Select the most appropriate option to fill in
blank (D)
(A) from 		

(B) for

(C) through

(D) on

Select the most appropriate option to fill in
blank (E)
(A) wages 		

(B) bonus

(C) prize 		

(D) reward

Given below are four jumbled sentences. Out of
the given options pick the one that gives their
correct order.
A. Little did she know that I was out of job once
again.
B. But all the money soon vanished into the
bottomless pit of household needs.
C. I returned home with my pockets full of my
earnings.
D. However, my grandmother was happy that I
had become responsible.
(A) CDAB

(C) DBAC
The world's largest electric plane 'eCaravan' took its first successful flight, that lasted for
about 30 minutes.

(B) BCDA
(D) CBDA
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Fill in the blank with the most appropriate
word.

substitution is required, select No substitution.
No sooner was his name called out when he was
gone onto the stage to receive the award.

I had ______ pain in the stomach after taking
lunch.

Q.90.

(A) heavy 		

(B) huge

(C) acute 		

(D) strict

Given below are four jumbled sentences. Out of
the given options pick the one that gives their
correct order.

Q.96.

Q.91.

Q.92.

Q.94.

Select the most appropriate synonym of the
given word.

Pleasure cannot derive from giving pain to innocent
people.

(A) invisible

(B) cowardly

(C) gallant 		

(D) insecure

(A) from giving

(B) Pleasure cannot derive

(C) pain to 		

(D) innocent people

Q.98.

(A) pediatrician

(B) pauper

(C) protagonist

(D) pedestrian

Fill in the blank with the most appropriate word.
All organizations seek sincere and ______
employees.
(A) industrious

(B) inert

(C) inactive

(D) industrial

Select the most appropriate meaning of the
given idiom.

(C) to play a game

(D) to sell something

Identify the most appropriate option to
substitute the underlined segment. If no
MICA AUGUST 2020

Select the most appropriate antonym of the
given word.
FLEXIBLE

Select the most appropriate word for the group
of words.

(A) to collect money (B) to avoid work

108

Q.97.

INTREPID

Pass the hat

Q.95.

(D) Father told his daughter that he will attend her
convocation tomorrow.

Identify the segment which contains the
grammatical error.

One who walks on foot

Q.93.

Select the most appropriate indirect form of the
given sentence.

(C) Father told his daughter I will attend her
convocation tomorrow.

D. Unfortunately, many people hesitate to adopt a
retired racing greyhound as a pet.
(D) BADC

(D) No substitution

(B) Father told his daughter that he would attend
her convocation the next day.

C. They worry that the greyhounds would need a
large space to run to get sufficient exercise.

(C) DACB

(C) but he went

(A) Father told his daughter that he will be
attending her convocation the next day.

B. Greyhound racing is a popular spectator sport
in the United States.

(B) BDAC

(B) and he was going

Father said to his daughter, "I will attend your
convocation tomorrow."

A. But when their short racing careers are over,
greyhounds are adopted as household pets.

(A) DBCA

(A) than he went

Q.99.

(A) variable

(B) pliant

(C) stiff 		

(D) elastic

Identify the most appropriate option to
substitute the underlined segment.
If no substitution is required, select No
substitution.
I was astonished on the ignorance in the villagers.
(A) at the ignorance of
(B) on the ignorance by
(C) over the ignorance between
(D) No substitution

Q.100. Select the most appropriate meaning of the
given idiom.
As the crow flies
(A) a long winding path (B) to be directionless
(C) to be uncertain

(D) the shortest route

IT services major Wipro has appointed Capgemini Group veteran Thierry Delaporte as its
Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director, effective July 6, 2020.
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EXPLANATION/REASONING ABILITY
Q.12.(A) B + 7 = C

Q.1.(C)
Q.2.(A)
Q.3.(B)
Q.4.(A)

B – C = -7……(I)
12 X 13 = 156

B + C = 157……(II)

14 X 15 = 210

By solving,

132 + 4 = 169 + 4 = 173

We get-

142 - 3 = 196 – 3 = 193

C = 82, B = 75

14 – 5 = 196 - 5 = 191

Q.13.(A) 1 3 4

14 – 7 = 196 – 7 = 189

1 5 6

2
2

Q.14.(D) (4, 41, 5) = 42 + 52 = 16 + 25 = 41

Q.5.(B)

(5, 61, 6) = 52 + 62 = 25 + 36 = 61
Q.15.()

FINANCIAL = 6 9 14 1 14 3 9 1 12 = 695153913

Q.16.(C) Exercise is related to Fitness. Similarly,
Treatment is related to Recovery.
Q.17.(C)
Q.18.(C) D (E) F (G) H (I) J
V (W) X (Y) Z (A) B

Q.6.(B)

J (K) L (M) N (O) P

Q.7.(C)

Q.19.(A) t s m m /n n q s /t s m m/ n n q s /t s m m /n n q s
Q.20.(A) 1105 ÷ 65 + 835 – 25 X 5 = 727
17 + 835 – 125 = 727
727 = 727
Q.21.(A) We get energy from all three.
Q.22.(B) 		

Q.23.(C)

Q.24.(A)

Q.8.(C)

(8, 27, 64) = 23, 33, 43

Q.25.(B)

(343, 512, 729) = 7 , 8 , 9
3

Q.9.(A)

3

3

KSOE = +2, -2, +2, -2 = MQQC
ACZN = +2, -2, +2, -2 = CABL

Q.10.(B) Heart is related to Circulation. Similarly, Lungs
is related to Respiration.
Q.11.(A) 25, 42, 67,
+17
+25
+8 +9

+10

101,
+34

+44

145,
200
+55

+11

Treble Olympic gold medalist Bobby Joe Morrow -- who won 100m, 200m and 4x100m
relay gold at the 1956 Melbourne Games, has died at the age of 84.
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EXPLANATION/GENERAL AWARENESS

Q.26.(B) The 'Pattachitra' style of painting is one of the
oldest and most popular art forms of Odisha.
The name Pattachitra has evolved from the
Sanskrit words patta, meaning canvas, and
chitra, meaning picture.
Q.27.(B) India's first Human Immunodeficiency Virus
(HIV) treatment centre and clinic for the lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer
(LGBTQ) community was inaugurated by the
Humsafar Trust in Mumbai.
Q.28.(D) The Japanese Yen is the official currency of
Japan. It is the third most traded currency in the
foreign exchange market after the United States
Dollar and the Euro.
Q.29.(A) First Session of this Lok Sabha commenced on
13 May 1952.
Q.30.(C) Silvassa was the capital of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli.
The Union Territories of Daman and Diu, Dadra
and Nagar Haveli became a single union territory
on January 26, the Home Ministry announced
on 19 December 2020.
The Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and
Diu
(Merger of Union Territories) Bill,
2019 was passed by both Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha in the just concluded winter session of
Parliament. Now the capital of the Dadra and
Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu is Daman.
Q.31.(D) Shakti is the joint Army exercises between
France and India.
Q.32.(B) Narendra Deepchand Hirwani
(born
18
October 1968) is a leg spin bowler who played
for India.
Q.33.(A) In August 2018, Adil Hussain became the first
Indian to win the 'Best Actor' award at the
Norwegian national awards held in Haugesund,
Norway.
Q.34.(C) The hill station of Chail is located in Himachal
Pradesh.
Q.35.(D) The Bhutan–India border is the international
border separating Bhutan and India. The border
is 699 km long, and adjoins the Indian states of
Assam (267 km), Arunachal Pradesh (217 km),
West Bengal (183 km), and Sikkim (32 km).
Q.36.(C) Rusting of iron is an example of corrosion.
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Q.37.(D) Ardour is a hard disk recorder and digital audio
workstation application that runs on Linux.
Q.38.(B) The term 'Cox' associated Boat Racing.
Q.39.(D) The 'i-help' initiative to promote digital electoral
literacy in Assam has been launched.
Q.40.(C) ARPANET was the network that became the
basis for the Internet.
Q.41.(A) India returned with 368 medals, including 85
gold, at the Special Olympics World Summer
Games which was held at Abu Dhabi, UAE from
March 14 to 21 2019.
Q.42.(B) The Namesake (2003) is the first novel by
American author Jhumpa Lahiri.
Q.43.(A) The greatest ruler of the Pratihara dynasty was
Mihir Bhoja. He recovered Kanauj
(Kanyakubja) by 836, and it remained the capital
of the Pratiharas for almost a century. He built
the city Bhojpal (Bhopal).
Q.44.(A) Neon gas gives an orange glow when electricity
is passed through it. It is generally used in
fluorescent lighting.
Q.45.(B) Speaker decides the admissibility of Questions
in Lok Sabha
Q.46.(B) Electrons are stable, negatively charged particles
found in all atoms.
Q.47.(C) Warli painting is a style of tribal art mostly
created by the tribal people from the North
Sahyadri Range in India. This range encompasses
cities such as Dahanu, Talasari, Jawhar, Palghar,
Mokhada, and Vikramgad of Palghar district.
This tribal art was originated in Maharashtra,
where it is still practiced today.
Q.48.(A) River Narmada emerges from Amarkantak
Hill of Maikal Range. Son river is largest of
southern tributaries of Ganga that originates
near Amarkantak in Madhya Pradesh near the
source of Narmada River.
Q.49.(B) Gross Domestic Product is the final value of all
the finished goods and services produced within
a country's borders in a specific time period.
Q.50.(A) Vikramashila was founded by Pāla king
Dharmapala in the late 8th or early 9th century.
It prospered for about four centuries before it
was destroyed by Bakhtiyar Khilji along with
the other major centres of Buddhism in India
around 1193.

Union minister and senior BJP leader Nitin Gadkari inaugurated a certificate e-course
'Understanding Good Governance'.
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EXPLANATION/NUMERICAL ABILITY
Q.51.(C) Total C.P. = 20000 ×

80 95
+ 1000
×
100 100

= 15200 + 1000 = 16200
Profit % =

20000 − 16200
×100
16200

= 23.46%
Q.52.(C) A
15		
4
		
60
B
10		
6
Ratio = 4: 6
Required amount of money
=

=

2
y
2 ( cosec 39 − tan 51 ) − sin90o − tan 2 56o y tan 2 34o =
3
3
2

o

2

o

2
y
2 ( sec 2 51o − tan 2 51o ) − ×1 − cot 2 34o y tan 2 34o =
3
3

2 – (2/3) – 1 = (y/3)
1/3 = y/3
y=1

Q.56. (B) AB = x
AC = x + 9
BC = 2x – 3
According to the question,
x + x + 9 + 2x – 3 = 34
4x = 28
x=7
Q.57.(D) A = x
B=x+8
According to the question,
x + 8 = (x + x + 8) × 0.55
x + 8 = 1.1x + 4.4
0.1x = 3.6
x = 36
Sum of the marks
= 2x + 8 = 80

19 8 7  5 3 
÷ × ÷ + 
5 5 8 7 7 

19 5 7
× ×
5 7 8
19
=
8
=

4
× 35000 = 14000
10

Q.53.(B) A + B = 43000 … (i)
0.05 × x = 0.20 × y
x: y = 4: 1
4
A’s salary = × 43000 = 34400
5
Q.54. (B) 6
Q.55. (C)

3
1
 5  1 1 
 1 3
5
÷  +  ÷ 
Q.58. (C)  3 +  ÷
1
 5 5 1
 7  7 3 
7
8
16
3
 5  1 


=  +  ÷ 5 ÷  +  × 3 
 5 5  8  7  7 
7

Q.59. (B) 2 = 70
5 = 35 × 5 = 175
Q.60.(A) 2012
Q.61. (C) Required average number

550 + 820 + 600 + 750 + 500 + 480
= 616.67
6
Q.62.(C) 2009
=

Q.63.(A) Required ratio
= (550 + 820 + 600 + 750 + 500 + 480): (640 +
800 + 500 + 700 + 900 + 750)
= 3700: 4290 = 370: 429
Q.64.(C)

4

x =2

x = 16

Q.65.(A) x – 8 + 2x + 16 + 2x – 13 = 0
5x = 5
x=1
Q.66.(C) 8y2 should be divisible by 8.
y=3
and (3 + x + 5 + y) – (0 + 5 + 8 + 2) = 0
11 + x – 15 = 0
x=4
6x + 6y = 6 × 4 + 6 × 3 = 24 + 18 = 42




Q.67.(A) % increase =  22 + 22 +

Tokyo Olympics quota winner Yashaswini Deswal of India claims the 10m air pistol gold
at fourth Online International Shooting Championship.

22 × 22 
 = 48.84%
100 
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Q.68.(D) % Profit =

(SHIFT-I) 08 JULY 2019

589828 − 489828
×100
489828

9
= ( cos ec 2 θ − cot 2 θ )
x2
1 

9  x2 − 2  = 1
x 

9x 2 −

1  6 2

6  x2 − 2  = =
x  9 3

Q.70. (C) cos x = −

o
∠ BOC = 90o + 110 = 145o

2

Q.73.(D)

= 20.42%
Q.69.(C)

Q.72.(C)

1
2

x = 240o
2 tan2x – 3 cosec2x = 2 × tan2 (240o) – 3 cosec2
(240o)
= 2 × 3 – 3 × (4/3)
Q.71.(A) (3x + 30): (4x + 30) = 9: 10
30x + 300 = 36x + 270
6x = 30
x=5
Sum of the numbers = 7 × 5 = 35

x = 2+ 3
1
1
=
= 2− 3
x 2+ 3
1
x + = 2+ 3 +2− 3 = 4
x
1
x. = 2 + 3 2 − 3 = 1
x

(

)(

)

3

1
1
1
1

3
 x +  = x + 3 + 3x ×  x + 
x
x
x
x

1
64 = x 3 + 3 + 3 × 1× 4
x
x3 + x– 3 = 52
Q.74.(D) Required length =
= 6 cm

102 − ( 5 + 3)

2

Q.75.(C) 17 × 35 – 15 × 32 = x + x + 7
595 – 480 = 2x + 7
115 – 7 = 2x
x = 54

EXPLANATION/ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.76.(A) The patient was successfully operated upon by
the surgeon.
Kindly, refer to the rules of Voice.
Q.77.(A) The correct word is ‘opportunity’.
Q.78.(A) Resolute (adj.): decided, firm, fixed.

growing,

increasing,

or

Q.81.(C) The correct word is ‘explanation’.
Q.82.(D) For other options:
Regicide (n): the action of killing a king.

For other options:

Amnesia (n): a partial or total loss of memory.

Hesitant (N):
speaking.

Redemption (n): the action of regaining or
gaining possession of something in exchange
for payment, or clearing a debt.

unsure, or slow in acting or

Q.79.(A) ‘Prevent’ takes the preposition ‘from’ with it, so
‘from becoming’ should be there.
Q.80.(A) Ascent (n): an upward slope or path that one
may walk or climb.

112

Crescent (adj.):
developing.

Q.83.(A) Prosperous (adj.): successful in material terms.
For other options:

For other options:

Affluent and ambitious can’t be taken as right
answer as ‘an’ is given before the blank.

Nascent (adj.): developing

Populous (adj.): having a large population
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Celebrating the first anniversary of his government, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y S
Jagan Mohan Reddy launched his pet project ''Rythu Bharosa Kendralu'' (RBKs).
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Q.84.(D) Further ‘read and write’ is mentioned and for
that purpose the politician wanted help, it means
he was ‘illiterate’.
For other options;

Protagonist (n): the leading character or one of
the major characters in a play, film, novel, etc.
Q.93.(A) Industrious
(adj.):
For other options:

Illegible (adj.): not clear enough to be read.

hard

working.

Inert (adj.): lacking the ability or strength to
move.

Illegitimate (adj.): not authorized by the law.

Industrial (adj.): related to industry.

Q.85.(C) Accompany (v): Guide (as per the context)
For other options:

Q.94.(A)

Coincide (v): occur at the same time.

Q.95.(A) ‘No sooner……. Than……’ is the correct
structure.

Q.86.(B)
Q.87.(A) Among the given options, ‘paid’ is appropriate
to ‘wages’ only.
Q.88.(D) The correct rearrangement is CBDA.
Q.89.(C) Acute (adj.): severe.
Q.90.(D) The correct rearrangement is BADC.

Q.96.(B) Father told his daughter that he would attend her
convocation the next day.
Kindly, refer to the rules of narration.
Q.97.(C) Intrepid (adj.): fearless; adventurous, gallant.
Q.98.(C) Stiff (adj.): firm, rigid, hard to move.
For other options:

Q.91.(B) It is a general statement so it should be ‘Pleasure
is not derived’
Q.92.(D) For other options:
Pediatrician (n): a medical practitioner
specializing in children and their diseases.

Pliant (adj.): easily bent.
Q.99.(A) ‘Astonished’ is followed by ‘at’ in case of
something.
Q.100.(D)

Pauper (n): a very poor person.

US President Donald Trump has announced thay he would postpone the G7 Summit until
September.
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