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Dear Aspirants,

With a zenith level of zeal we again present you the April issue of your favourite maga-
zine meticulously made for aspirant who wants to be ahead of others in the field of com-
petitive examination. 

We take the privilege to present you study material relevant for the competitive examina-
tion keeping in view the requirement of our esteemed readers. 

If you read the issue carefully like an eager-beaver, we assure you will be fully equipped 
in the battlefield of the competitive examination.

In this issue, we are providing you with some of the imperative and substantial events, 
e.g. 59th Grammy Awards, 70th BAFTA Awards, launching of 104 satellites in a single 
mission by ISRO.

We always try to paint the demands, suggestions and changes of our readers in our maga-
zine. 

We make all effort to include them in the further issue of the magazine, it gives us great 
exhilaration that our readers unanimously endorse our drudgery and skill nationally.

MICA gives you guidance, counselling and keeps ahead in every aspect of competition, 
because we believe in the quote.

     “Your Success is Our Success”

Gratitude

With Best Wishes

Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.

104a giant leap by isro

eDitorial
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garima 

PERSONAL DETAILS

Name    : Garima Srivastava
Father’s Name  :  Arun Kumar Srivastava
Mother’s Name :  Kamini Srivastava
Education  :  M.A.
Hobbies  :  Reading Books
Prior Selection  : It was my third attempt.
Name of the Exam :  UTTAR BIHAR GRAMEEN BANK
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 3011130807
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute  : PDH- 0270536131

MICA :  Mahendras family expresses its heartiest con-
gratulations on your success.

MICA : To whom do you want to give the credit of 
your selection?

GARIMA :  I want to give credit of my selection to Al-
mighty, My Family & Mahendras Institute 
for constantly supporting and motivating 
me.

MICA : After how many attempts did you succeed in 
examination?

GARIMA : It was my 3rd attempt.
MICA : What is the role of Mahendra institute in 

your selection?
GARIMA :  Mahendra Institute gave me proper idea how 

to prepare and in case of scarcity of time & 
help in developing my communication skills.

MICA : How did you prepare for the examination?
GARIMA :  Mahendras was very helpful for me in my 

preparation for examinations. 
Quantitative Aptitude: 

To keep your basics clear.and have patience while solving 
questions .Practice of previous year paper will improve 

speed. Eg Mahendras Maths Book
Reasoning Ability: 

Keep practicing reasoning questions of previous papers, 
STs and Mahendras Reasoning Book will help a lot. 

Eg Mahendra Reasoning book & practice paper
English:  

I have taken help from Mahendra Guru, STs and Hindu 
Newspaper that helped me in knowing the pattern of error. 

Mahendras practice sets were very helpful. 
Eg Speed test were so helpful and read text book 

thouroughly for all subjects.
General Awareness:  

I read E-mica and E-news and did its periodic revision. 
For banking, Mahendras, MICA & Monthly Boosters, GS 

Books

Computer & Marketing:

From Mahendras study material & class notes.
MICA : How do you take “Master in Current Affairs 

Magazine”, and “Mahendra Guru” Website?
GARIMA :  These are really very helpful sources, need 

to be followed everyday. Especially Mahendra 
Guru Website is full of content & effective educa-
tional videos. Interview Guru is also very helpful.

MICA : What is the best thing about your coaching 
institute, according to you?

GARIMA :   

 1 Inspiring faculties and so competitive 
ambience.

                        2 The facility of rejoining batches
                          3 E-MICA, E-NEWS and Speed Tests
MICA :  What is the role of “Time Management” in 

one’s success?
GARIMA :  Time management is very important if one 

wants to crack any exam and Mahendra 
speed test are helpful in improving Time 
Management Skills.

MICA : How did you prepare for the Interview?
GARIMA :  I joined mock interview classes of Mahen-

dras.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview Board and the 
questions asked?

GARIMA : My interview panel was consist of 5 mem-
bers, each of them expert in their respective 
field. They were very polite.

The questions asked were:

(I)  Tell us about yourself? 
(II) Tell something about your subjects?
(III) What is BMB?
(IV)  What is global warming?
(V)  What is plant cell and animal cell?
MICA : By whom did you get information of your 

selection and what was your reaction?
GARIMA :  From the IBPS website and I was very happy 

after being selected.
MICA : What message do you want to convey to 

other aspirants?
GARIMA :   Don’t Quit, Work hard with patience and 

persistence to achieve your goal.
MICA : Congratulations once again on your success. 

Your success is our success.
GARIMA :    Thank You Mahendra for guiding me to 

Success.
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 # The Aadhaar based mobile payment application, which was recently launched by      
PM Narendra Modi known as -  BHIM

 # The new PM of Romania is - Sorin Grindeanu

 # The person who is awarded for ‘Central Board of Irrigation and Power Award’ for his     
contribution in the power distribution sector is-  Praveer Sinha

 # Balasaheb Vikhe-Patil who passed away recently, was a famous- Politician

 # “Khullam Khulla” is the autobiography of  actor - Rishi Kapoor

 # The strike range of Agni-IV missile is-  4000 Km

 # Somdev Devvarman, who announced his retirement recently, is related with sport-  Tennis

 # The first state in India which get fully organic is - Sikkim

 # The 27th Chief of Army Staff (CoAS) of India who took charge recently is- Bipin Rawat

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a scheme to provide pregnant women     
financial aid of _______ as part of efforts to bring down the maternal mortality rate. Rs. 6000 

 # According to HSBC Holdings data, the country which is on top, among the countries     
offering the highest average annual salary to expatriates is-  Switzerland

 # John Berger was a famous-  Novelist

 # The 25th Chief Justice of Pakistan who recently took oath is -  Mian Saqib Nisar

 # The state in which Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 104th Indian     
Science Congress is -  Andhra Pradesh

 # The bank which has launched a chatbot service called ‘OnChat’ to allow users to make     
payments through Facebook Messenger is-  HDFC Bank

 # The numbers of Indian-origin innovators, entrepreneurs and leaders who have been     
featured in the 2017 edition of Forbes list of ‘super achievers’ under the age of 30 is-  Over 30

 # The first district in Maharashtra which issue Aadhaar cards to children aged from 0-5     
years, by which they can avail government health facilities for vaccination is  Osmanabad

 # The state Government which has launched ‘NTR Arogya Raksha Scheme’ to provide      
the medical treatment to the people Above Poverty Line (APL) at Rs. 1200 premium      
per annum is-  Andhra Pradesh

 # The Executive Director of Reserve Bank of India(RBI) who has been appointed recently is-  Surekha Marandi

 # The expiry date of PSLC ( Priority Sector Lending Certificates ) is -  On April 1st

 # Abdul Halim Jaffer Khan, who died recently was a famous-  Sitarist

 # The country with which India has signed 3 MoUs in the sectors of innovation, aviation     
 and visa requirements is- Rwanda

 # The country which has won it’s fourth consecutive South Asian Football Federation     
(SAFF) women’s championship title 2016 is-  India

 # Google CEO Sundar Pichai, announced two new initiatives for small and medium businesses     
in India. They are -   ‘Digital Unlocked’ and  
  ‘My Business Websites’.
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 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a postal stamp dedicated to Guru Gobind Singh      
to mark his ____ birth anniversary-  350

 # The year 2017 declared as the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development by-  UNGA

 # The bank which has partnered with Gupshup, a leading bot platform, to launch      
‘Yes mPower’ - a banking chat bot for its loan products is-  Yes Bank

 # Puri’s biography titled ‘Unlikely Hero: The Story Of Om Puri’ is written by-  Nandita Puri

 # The country which has launched its longest high-speed train ‘Shangri-la of the World’ is- China

 # Name the Indian teenager, who has won the prestigious Travel Photographer Of The      
Year award 2016 -  Darpan Basak &   
  Ankit Kumar

 # The celebrity who is appointed as brand ambassador of the Standing Fire Advisory Council     
(SFAC) for its fire services in India is-  Randeep Hooda

 # Specified Bank Notes (Cessation of Liabilities) Ordinance 2016 has been promulgated by- President of India

 # “Matitali Kusti”, a short film has won the Filmfare Award in non-fiction category, directed by-  Prantik Deshmukh

 # Road Transport and Highways minister _______ will launch two mobile apps –     
‘m-Parivahan’ and ‘e-challan’ – to enhance road safety-  Nitin Gadkari

 # Recently the minister who announced Rs 1,000 monthly living wages for ‘distressed     
lonely women’ in the state is -  K Chandrasekhar Rao

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Pravasi Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PKVY), a skill     
development program targeted at-  Youth

 # The state which has been conferred with the “National e-Governance award” at the      
20th national conference on e-Governance is-  Gurugram

 # This year’s prestigious Technical Achievement Award is won by-  Parag Havaldar

 # Infosys Prize 2016 in Humanities is won by-  Sunil Amrith

 # Qatar Open Tenn 2017 is title in the men’s single category is won by-  Novak Djokovic

 # India’s first international exchange “India INX” at the International Financial Service Centre     
(IFSC) of GIFT City is inaugurated by -  Narendra Modi

 # Pakistan’s first submarine-launched nuclear-capable missile named as-  Babur-3

 # FIFA Best Male Player Award for the 4th time is won by-  Cristiano Ronaldo 

 # The newly appointed chief executive officer (CEO) of Flipkart is -  Kalyan Krishnamurthy 

 # The person who is selected for Kerala’s prestigious Harivarasanam award-2017,      
in recognition of his contribution to religious harmony and national integration is-  Gangai Amaran 

 # Number of Indian American scientists who have been chosen for the Presidential Award      
by Barak Obama on 20th Jan 2017-  4

 # The app which is launched by Indian Railways to facilitate booking of train tickets in a     
faster and easier way is-  IRCTC Rail Connect

 # The Airport which  has become the first aerodrome in the world to adopt unique     
performance and benchmarking digital platform, Arc is-  Delhi
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 # The two day 20th National Conference on e-Governance concluded in- Visakhapatnam

 # The place where 21st National Youth Festival will commence on-  Rohtak

 # The country with which India has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)      
on cooperation in the field of cyber Security is-  USA

 # The first Asian who become the President of the World Alliance of YMCA is- K.M.Philip

 # Famous rhythmic gymnast Yana Kudryavtseva announced her retirement at the age of 19.      
The country she hails from-  Russia

 # Place where Digidhan Mela started is-  Guwahati

 # The country which has recently announced to have 100% wind powered trains in the     
country after 1 Jan 2017 is-  Netherlands

 # The Presidential Medal of Freedom by US President Barak Obama is awarded to-  Joe Biden

 # Pinaka Mark II a guided rocket was successfully test fired from–  Integrated Test Range  
  situated in Chandipur

 # India’s first ever solar powered boat, which was launched at Kochi’s Vembanad lake in     
Kerala was named as -  Aditya

 # The city in which India’s first Madame Tussauds museum is going to open-  Delhi

 # World Employment and Social Outlook report is published by-  ILO

 # Continuing a yearly tradition, US President Barack Obama signed a proclamation to     
declare a day as ‘Religious Freedom Day’. The day is -  January 16

 # Author of the famous novel ‘The Exorcist’ is-  William Peter Blatty

 # ‘Sanchar Aadhar’ for Aadhar based eKYC and digital customer engagement,is launched by-  BSNL

 # The country which inaugurated its first ‘robot pharmacy’ recently is-  UAE

 # The best actor male in the 62nd Jio Filmfare Awards 2017 is won by-  Amir Khan

 # A Mobile app named ‘SEZ India’ has been launched by-  Ministry of Commerce  
  and Industry

 # The state which inaugurated ‘Digital Dakiya’ scheme to encourage cashless transactions is-  Madhya Pradesh

 # The Book, ‘Jinnah Often Came to Our House’ is authored by-  Kiran Doshi

 # The five-day 25th Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF) started in-  Fiji

 # According to a World Economic Forum (WEF) 2017 report, the India’s rank in the     
inclusive development index is-  60

 # According to the ‘2017 Edelman Trust Barometer’ the country which is the most trusted     
nation in terms of its institutions by general population is-  China

 # The country which is on top position in the list of global index of talent     
competitiveness 2017 is-  Switzerland

 # “An Unsuitable Boy”, is the biography of actor-  Karan Johar

 # Recently a player who has been named in Forbes’ 30 under 30 list for Europe in the     
‘Social Stars’ category for the year 2017 is-  Luis Suarez
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 # 2016 T.S. Eliot prize for his fourth collection, ‘Jackself’ is won by-  Jacob Polley

 # Newly elected president of the European Parliament-  Antonio Tajani

 # According to the annual global CEO survey of consultancy giant PwC the country which      
is on top position in context to top markets from the growth point of view-  USA

 # The 11th Asian Film Awards is going to be held in-  Hong Kong

 # According to the global ranking of the world’s most powerful passports the country which       
is on top position is-  Germany

 # MICR Code comprises 9 digits. Where can we find it on a simple cheque-  At Bottom in Center 

 # Bank which are included in the 2nd schedule of the Reserve Bank of India Act 1934 are called-  Schedule Banks 

 # Union Human Resource Development Minister Prakash Javadekar launched a dedicated      
web portal ______ for Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan-  Shagun

 # According to the United Nations World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 2017     
report, India’s economy is projected to grow by ____ per cent in the financial year 2017- 7.7 percent

 # According to JLL’s fourth annual City Momentum Index, the Indian state which has     
topped the world’s 30 most dynamic places list is - Bengaluru

 # The book ‘The Untold Vajpayee: Politician and Paradox’ is authored by-   Ullekh NP 

 # CV Vishveshwara who died recently, related with field-  Science

 # When at the end of the day, all transactions are entered for the purpose of updation of     
records stored in the computer, it is called __________. Batch Update 

 # The parliament of Bangladesh is -  Jatiyo Sangshad 

 # DCCBs stands for -  District Central   
  Cooperative Banks  

 # Newly appointed  Director of CBI is -  Alok Kumar Verma

 # The oldest Stock Exchange of Asia is -  Bombay Stock Exchange

 # Adama Barrow was sworn in as the third President of-  Gambia

 # An e-commerce giant which became the major sponsor of Olympic Games until 2028 is -  Alibaba

 # Is there any limit on the amount of money which can be sent under RDA     
(Rupee Drawing Arrangement)? No Limit

 # The terms drawer, drawee and payee are associated with-  Cheques 

 # Paper currencies of our country are issued by RBI under -Section- 22 of the RBI act- 1934 

 # The government has barred _____ from accepting deposits under the new tax amnesty     
scheme Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY).-  Cooperative banks

 # A way of transferring personal remittances from abroad to beneficiaries in India only-  Money Transfer  
  Service Scheme   
  (MTSS)

 # Karang is a small lake island situated in-  Manipur  
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 # Recently in which country the historic Right to Information (RTI) Act has came into force? Sri Lanka

 # Who unveiled a new Digital Green App for Indian farmers to help them sell their crops online? Prince Charles

 # Which country tested a cruise missile called ‘Sumar’ that is capable of carrying nuclear     
weapons? Iran

 # In which state Vodafone Foundation and Pratham Education Foundation have together      
introduced a mobile telecommunication and digitization based learning program,     
‘Learning with Vodafone’ ? Maharashtra

 # Who has been awarded with the prestigious motorsports person of the year by      
Federation of Motor Sports Club of India (FMSCI)? Gaurav Gill

 # Who has been unanimously elected as the President of All India Tennis Association      
(AITA) till 2020? Praveen Mahajan

 # Recently Joginder Singh died. He was former- CBI Chief

 # Frank Lampard announced his retirement from professional football. He belongs to     
which club? Chelsea

 # India’s leading vehicle maker, Tata Motors announced to introduce a new sub-brand called- TAMO

 # Recently Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced the release of new notes of which      
denomination? Rs. 100

 # With which country India has signed a cooperation in various sectors, including     
pharmaceutical industry and education and a new student exchange programme      
involving a petroleum university in the country? Venezuela

 # Which country has won the gold medal in the boys’ team event at the Asian Junior Squash      
Championships in Hong Kong? India

 # Recently which country signed a climate bill aimed at cutting all greenhouse gas     
emissions in the country by 2045? Sweden

 # A penalty of equal amount will be levied for any cash transaction of over Rs. 3 lakh from- 1 April 2017

 # Who is the minister of Coal Ministry in India? Piyush Goyal

 # Recently in which state Pink Polling Booth were installed to Encourage Young Voters? Goa

 # Who has been honoured with Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British      
Empire (CBE)? Alastair Cook

 # Who became the second Indian after Sachin Tendulkar to feature on the cover of Wisden     
Cricketers’ Almanack, an annual cricket reference book published in the UK? Virat Kohli

 # Google’s ‘Terra Bella’ satellite business was formally known as? Skybox

 # Who has been selected for Israel’s prestigious Genesis Prize for his commitment to      
Jewish values? Anish Kapoor

 # Which country’s newly-formed Rocket Force has held an exercise with advanced DF-16      
medium-range ballistic missile? China

 # Who will be conferred with D.Litt by the Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open      
University (YCMOU) for her contribution in the field of music? Lata Mangeshkar
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 # According to Billiards and Snooker Federation of India (BSFI), which country will host      
the World Billiards Championship for the next four years? India

 # Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation (GSRTC) has partnered with whom to      
introduce digital ticket payment across its fleet of 8000 passenger buses? Mobikwik

 # Who took over as the acting CEO of the country’s public service broadcaster, Prasar Bharati? Rajiv Singh

 # Who laid the Foundation Stone of the first ever training center dedicated for Para     
Athletes in Gandhinagar, Gujarat? Vijay Goel

 # Which state will host the country’s first National Womens Parliament in the country? Andhra Pradesh

 # Recently with which country, India has signed a protocol to amend their existing bilateral      
taxation treaty to prevent tax evasion? Austria

 # Which Private lender(Bank) picked up a 5 per cent stake in financial services major      
IIFL Holdings? IDFC

 # How many members does Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) have? 6

 # Who has been elected as Chairman of Tata Steel Board? N Chandrasekaran

 # What is the name of the village, which became the first fully digital payment enabled      
village of the national capital? Surakhpur

 # What does ‘P’ stands for in the abbreviation “BBPS”? Payment

 # Jovenel Moise sworn in as the President of which country? Haiti

 # Who is the present cheif of Enforcement Directorate (ED) of india? Karnal Singh

 # Which country will host the first-ever meeting of national security chiefs of BIMSTEC     
member countries to discuss action against terrorism, extremism and radicalisation? India

 # Who is the chairman of NBCC? Anoop Kumar Mittal

 # Who has won the men’s singles title at the 81st Senior Badminton National     
Championship 2017? Sourabh Verma

 # Which state is going to host the 14th Men’s Hockey World Cup-2018? Odisha

 # What is the name of the third Indian origin women, who has been chosen to go into space? Shawna Pandya

 # Recently who released the book titled ‘Veerappan, Chasing the Brigand’? Rajnath Singh

 # Who has been appointed as the new MD and CEO of National Stock Exchange (NSE)? Vikram Limaye

 # Who has been awarded with the prestigious Dr B C Roy national award 2016 for      
outstanding service in the field of socio medical relief? P Raghu Ram

 # According to a report by the US Chamber of Commerces Global Intellectual Property     
Center (GIPC), what is India’s rank in the intellectual property index? 43

 # Who sworn in as the new president of Somalia? Mohamed Abdullahi  
  Farmajo

 # With which country India has signed a deal in the field of health and medicine which      
includes cooperation in AIDS control, integrated disease surveillance and emergency relief? Senegal
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 # Who has been appointed as the brand ambassador of the factual entertainment channel,     
Sony BBC Earth? Kareena Kapoor

 # Who has been confirmed to be the next attorney general of USA? Jeff Sessions

 # Which cab service provider has appointed Badri Raghavan as Chief Data Scientist? Ola

 # Recently how many non official directors have been appointed by the Government of India      
on the all-powerful central board of Reserve Bank of India? 3

 # Who has been appointed as the Managing Director of LIC? Hemant Bhargava

 # In which city, technology major Google will set up its first world’s Google Station in India? Pune 

 # Peter Mansfield was a famous- Physicist

 # Who has been named as the “Primary Technology Partner” by Travelport? TCS

 # Who has been appointed as the expert member of the National Green Tribunal? N.Nanda

 # The book ‘Pakistan – Courting the Abyss’, was recently released by whom? Tilak Devashar

 # For the first time how many Indian players have been selected in a 67-strong international     
group of boys and girls for the NBA? 2

 # What is India’s ranking in the latest FIFA world rankings? 130

 # Name the first batsman to score double hundreds in four successive Test series? Virat Kohli

 # Who has been appointed as the new chairman of SEBI? Ajay Tyagi

 # Who has been appointed as the Chairman and Additional Director of Tata Power? N. Chandrasekaran

 # President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the first phase of a solar power project in- New Delhi

 # The Union Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, ______ released the      
Special Edition of “Atlas for Visually Impaired (India)” in English Braille. Harsh Vardhan

 # Who has set a Guinness World Record by building the world’s tallest sand castle? Sudarsan Pattnaik

 # Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar laid the foundation stones of ___      
government colleges in the state. 21

 # Who became the world’s seventh batsman to complete 50 centuries in the      
international cricket? Hashim Amla

 # Cricketer Quinton de Kock belongs to which country? South Africa

 # Where did India’s first National Women’s Parliament started? Andhra Pradesh

 # Recently which country test fired its interceptor missile? India

 # Recently which country has won the Twenty20 Blind World Cup title for the second time? India

 # What is the name of the first Indian Naval ship to go green by installing a solar power      
system on board? INS Sarvekshak

 # Who will receive the Lifetime Achievement Award at the Bodhisattva International Film      
Festival (BIFF) in Patna for his contribution to Indian cinema? Nana Patekar

 # Recently who has been elected as the new president of Germany? Frank-Walter Stein 
  meier
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 # Who became the new president of Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) ? Nilesh Shivji Vikam 
  sey

 # Which country has won the men’s doubles title at the 26th Iran Fajr Badminton Tournament title? India

 # Which movie has won five awards at the 70th British Academy of Film and Television      
Arts (BAFTA) Awards? La La Land

 # What does ‘C’ stands for, in the abbreviation “AEWACS”? Control

 # Which singer has won five awards at the 59th Grammy Awards posthumously? David Bowie

 # Union Minister of State for Minority Affairs (Independent Charge) and Parliamentary      
Affairs ______ inaugurated the second edition of ‘Hunar Haat’. Mukhtar Abbas Naq 
  vi

 # Which film has won best screenplay award at the 15th Pune International      
Film Festival (PIFF)? Ventilator

 # Who has been elected President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry      
of India (Assocham)? Sandeep Jajodia

 # Who has been appointed as the first woman foreign secretary of Pakistan? Tehmina Janjua

 # How much amount was recently allocated by the Government of India to India Post      
Payments Bank for financial year 2017-18? 500 Cr

 # Who has sworn in as the new US Secretary of Treasury? Steven Mnuchin

 # Who has won the New Zealand Grand Prix at the Chris Amon Circuit? Jehan Daruvala 

 # With which country India has signed a bilateral Memorandum of Understanding to allow     
more flights to boost tourism and trade in both the countries? United Kingdom

 # Reliance Defence and Engineering signed an agreement with the _____ Navy for repair      
and alteration services for its warships. American

 # Which country is planning to host a conference on counter-radicalisation with the     
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in October 2017? India

 # India’s first floating elementary school was recently inaugurated in which state? Manipur

 # Indian Space Research Organisation created history with the successful launch of a      
record ___ satellites by a single rocket - PSLV. 104

 # Who will be awarded with the fourth Yash Chopra Memorial Award? Shahrukh Khan

 # Recently who has been honoured with a top bravery award in the UK? Shand Panesar

 # Who has been made in charge of India, Pakistan and Central Asian Affairs at the National      
Security Council of the White House? Robin Fontes

 # Recently with which country India has signed an agreement on Economic Cooperation? Croatia

 # What does ‘E’ stands for in the abbreviation “NIELIT”? Electronics

 # Who has won the ‘Sportsman of the Year’ award for the fourth time at the Laureus     
World Awards ceremony? Usian Bolt

 # Who has received the ‘MRSI-ICSC Super Conductivity and Materials Science     
Annual Prize’ for the year 2017? S Swaminathan
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 # “Cobra Gold 2017”, is a joint military exercise between- USA and Thailand

 # Jean-Pierre Lacroix, who has been appointed as the Under-Secretary-General for the     
United Nations’ Peacekeeping Operations, hails from which country? France

 # Recently with which country, Government has approved signing of an Air Services     
Agreement (ASA) between the two countries to operate services in each others territory? Rwanda

 # Who has been appointed as the Pakistan’s ambassador to US? Aizaz Ahmad

 # Who signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for establishing a Centre of      
Excellence for aerospace skill development in Hyderabad, together with the     
Government of Telangana, National Skill Development Corporation India and      
AEROCAMPUS France? Airbus

 # Who became the first Indian to be promoted by the International Basketball Federation     
(FIBA) as the Technical Delegate (TD)? Norman Isaac

 # Which Indian cities have been ranked among the world’s 100 best places for students in      
the QS Best Student Cities ranking for the first time? Mumbai, New Delhi

 # Who is the captain of the women’s Indian Cricket team? Mithali Raj

 # According to The Heritage Foundation’s’ Index of Economic Freedom report,     
what is India’s rank in this list? 143

 # Who is the chairperson of SBI? Arundhati Bhattacharya

 # What is the name of the person which was recently chosen by AIADMK party as CM      
of Tamil Nadu? E.Palaniswami

 # What does ‘M’ stands for in the abbreviation “TAMRA”? Monitoring

 # Recently who has been appointed as the India’s High Commissioner to Canada? Vikas Swaroop

 # Who has been appointed as the Non-official director of PNB? Sunil Mehta

 # Former RAW chief _____ has been appointed Officer on Special Duty in the National      
Security Council Secretariat. Rajinder Khanna

 # What does ‘A’ stands for in the abbreviation “DRAL”? Aerospace

 # Alpha Design Technologies Pvt. Ltd, announced the signing of a USD ____      
contract with Elbit Systems for IAF’S MI-17 helicopter upgrade programme. 30 Million

 # What does MDR stands for? Merchant Discount  
  Rate

 # Who has been nominated as the new labour secretary of USA? R. Alexander Acosta

 # Which Telecom operator has completed acquisition of Augere Wireless? Airtel

 # Who is the president of ICAI? Nilesh Vikamsey

 # Which country has announced, mission ‘Mars 2117’, to build the first city on     
Mars in 100 years? UAE
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ABBREviATiONS
GIPC Global Intellectual Property Centre 
IUCAA Inter-University Centre of Astronomy and 

Astrophysics 
TTCP Telemetry & Telecommand Processor
BSFI Billiards and Snooker Federation of India 
DARPG Department of Administrative Reforms 

and Public Grievances 
NCRTC National Capital Region Transport 

Corporation 

DIPP Department of Industrial Policy and 
Promotion 

CAIT Confederation of All India Traders 

iMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES
February 4  World Cancer Day
February 12  Darwin Day
February 13  World Radio Day, National Women’s 

Day or Sarojini Naidu’s Birthday
February 20  World Day of Social Justice
February 21  International Mother Language Day
February 23  World Peace and Understanding Day
February 24  Central Excise Day

February 28  National Science Day

ECONOMiC GlOSSARY
GLOSSARY:

Electoral Bond

Electoral Bond is a financial instrument for making 
donations to political parties. These are issued by Scheduled 
Commercial banks upon authorisation from the Central 
Government to intending donors, but only against cheque 
and digital payments (it cannot be purchased by paying 
cash). These bonds shall be redeemable in the designated 
account of a registered political party within the prescribed 
time limit from issuance of bond.

Electoral bond was announced in the Union Budget 2017-
18. Required amendments to the Reserve Bank of India 
Act, 1934 (Section 31(3)) and the Representation of 
People Act, 1951 were made through Section 133 to 136 
of Finance Bill, 2017.

Electoral Bond is an effort made to cleanse the system of 
political funding in India. The scheme of electoral bonds 
addresses the concerns of donors to remain anonymous to 
the general public or to rival political parties.

             BOOKS AND AuThORS

Pakistan-Courting the Abyss :-Tilak Devashar

Bare Bones: I’m Not Lonely If You’re Reading This 
Book :- Bobby Bones

The Home That Was Our Country: A Memoir of Syria      
:- Alia Malek

Veerappan: Chasing the Brigand :- K. Vijay Kumar

How Trump Won: The Inside Story of a Revolution  
:- Joel Pollak and Larry Schweikart
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Ashok Mansukhani 

Hinduja Ventures, holding 
company of Hinduja Groups 
media companies, elevated its 

whole-time director Ashok Mansukhani 
as the new managing director and chief 
executive. 

 # He replaces Tony DSilva who has 
decided to move on after heading 
the company since August 2012.

 # DSilva joined the Hinduja Group as president of 
Hinduja Ventures and has been leading the media 
business and later he was elevated as MD and CEO 
of IndusInd Media Communications and Grant 
Investrade.

Alok Verma 

Former Delhi police commissioner 
Alok Verma took charge as 
the new Central Bureau of 

Investigation (CBI) chief.
 # Verma’s appointment was 

approved for a period of two 
years by a three-member selection 
panel headed by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and comprising 
Chief Justice of India Jagdish Singh Khehar and 
Congress leader in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge.

 # The post of CBI director was lying vacant for over 
one month following Anil Sinha’s retirement on 
December 2. 

 # Verma, a 1979 batch IPS officer of the AGMUT 
(Arunachal Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram and Union 
Territory) cadre, was the Delhi Police chief for the 
past 11 months.

 # He was earlier the Director General of Tihar prisons 
and the police chief of Mizoram. Verma has also 
served as the joint and special commissioner of the 
Delhi Police Crime Branch between August 2007 and 
December 2008.

Rex Tillerson 

Rex Tillerson, the former 
chairman and chief executive 
of Exxon Mobil, has been 

sworn in as President Donald Trump’s 
secretary of state after having been 
confirmed by the Senate.

 # Trump said at the swearing-in 
ceremony in the White House’s 

Oval Office that though we inherit enormous challenges 
in the Middle East and around the world, I do believe 
we can achieve peace and stability in these very, very 
troubled times.

 # 64-year-old Tillerson, who was confirmed by the Senate 
in a 56-43 vote, was administered the oath of office by 
Vice President Mike Pence. 

 # His confirmation as the top US diplomat was welcomed 
by the White House and the Republican Party but 
opposed by Democratic lawmakers in the Senate, who 
raked up his ties with Russia and President Vladimir 
Putin.

PVK Reddy 

Senior IPS officer PVK Reddy was 
appointed as the new Director 
General (DG) in the National 

Human Rights Commission (NHRC).

 # Reddy, a 1982-batch officer of 
Tripura cadre, is presently working 
as a Special Director General in the 
CRPF and will have a tenure till April 
in the Commission.

 # A Home Ministry order said Reddy has been appointed 
as the DG (Investigation) in the National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) “from the date of joining the post 
and up to the date of his superannuation till April 30, 
2017 or until further orders, whichever is earlier.” 

S C Bajpai 

S C Bajpai was appointed as the 
new director general of Ordnance 
Factories and the chairman of 

Ordnance Factory Board (OFB).

 # Before his new engagement, Bajpai 
was additional DGOF and a member 
at OFB. He was also in-charge of 
Armoured Vehicles division.

 # An IOFS-cadre officer, he joined the Indian Ordnance 
Factories organisation in 1979.

 # A distinguished fellow of the National Defence 
College, Bajpai carries an M.Tech degree in mechanical 
engineering and a post-graduate diploma in management 
from MDI in Gurgaon, Haryana.

Praveen Mahajan 

Senior bureaucrat Praveen Mahajan 
was unanimously elected as the 
President of All India Tennis 

Association (AITA) till 2020 during its 
Special General Meeting. 

AppOinTMEnT

AppOinTMEnT
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 # AITA Secretary General Hironmoy Chatterjee in a  
Special General Meeting of AITA held in Pune, said 
that Ms Praveen Mahajan was elected unopposed as 
President of All India Tennis Association (AITA) for 
the period 2016-2020.

 # Dr. Rajiv Sareen, Dy. Director (Vig.), SAI who was 
deputed by MYAS as Government Observer and Rakesh 
Gupta, Joint Secretary, IOA who was nominated as 
IOA Observer were present in the meeting. 

 # Mahajan, a former IRS officer, is the first woman 
President of the All India Tennis Association, replacing 
veteran administrator Anil Khanna who was forced to 
quit by the Sports Ministry.

 # Meanwhile, AITA also announced its partnerships with 
Zeven, a sports brand company.

Achamkulangare Gopinathan

Achamkulangare Gopinathan, a 
top Indian diplomat, has been 
re-appointed by the UN General 

Assembly to the Joint Inspection Unit, 
the only independent external oversight 
body of the UN system.

 # Gopinathan, along with Sukai Prom-
Jackson of Gambia, Jean Wesley 
Cazeau of Haiti and Nikolay Lozinskiy of Russia were 
appointed members of the Joint Inspection Unit for a 
five-year term beginning January 1, 2018.

 # The Joint Inspection Unit is the only independent 
external oversight body of the United Nations system 
mandated to conduct evaluations, inspections and 
investigations system-wide. Gopinath’s re-appointment 
follows his nomination by India and endorsement as 
the sole candidate of the Asia-Pacific Group.

 # Gopinathan was first appointed to the UN body for a 
term from January 2013 to December 2017. At that 
election, he had secured 106 votes out of 183 votes and 
had defeated Ambassador Zhang Yan of China. He was 
serving as Chairman of the Joint Inspection Unit.

N Chandrasekaran 

N Chandrasekaran, chairman 
designate of Tata Sons and 
currently the CEO and Managing 

Director of Tata Consultancy Services, 
was elected as Chairman of Tata Steel 
Board. 

 # According to the Tata Steel 
statement the Board of Directors 
elected N Chandrasekaran as the Chairman of the 
Board. Chandrasekaran was appointed as a Member of 
the Board on January 13, 2017.

 # On January 17, Tata Motors had appointed Tata group 
chief designate Chandrasekaran as its Chairman with 
immediate effect. 

 # Tata Steel Board on November 25 last year had 
removed ousted Tata Sons chairman Cyrus Mistry as 
the steel giant’s chairman and appointed independent 
director O P Bhatt in his place. 

 # Following the elevation of Chandrasekaran as the 
Chairman Tata Sons, Rajesh Gopinathan was appointed 
the Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director of 
TCS effective February 21, 2017.

Karnal Singh 

Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
chief Karnal Singh, who was 
due to retire in August this year, 

was given a fixed tenure of two years 
following a Supreme Court directive 
to set right the anomaly and to make it 
compliant with the CVC Act. 

 # Singh, a 1984 batch IPS officer 
of Union territories cadre, was last appointed as ED 
Director till his superannuation in October.

 # The Appointments Committee of Cabinet (ACC) has 
approved two-year fixed tenure for him and it will be 
effective from October 27, 2016, onwards, as per a 
fresh official order.

 # The move comes following a recent direction by the 
Supreme Court to the government to issue a fresh 
notification within a week on the appointment of Singh 
as ED Director for two years in consonance with the 
provision of the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) 
Act. 

 # While hearing a Public Interest Litigation in this 
regard, the apex court had recently said the fresh order 
would make it clear that Singh’s appointment as ED 
chief would be for two years from October 27.

Jennifer Purdie

Indian energy giant Adani Group 
has appointed Jennifer Purdie as 
the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 

for its renewable energy business unit 
in Australia in a bid to drive its plans 
to become the largest renewable energy 
player in the country.

 # Adani Australia country-head and 
CEO, Jeyakumar Janakaraj, said the appointment of 
Purdie is a significant step for the company in Australia. 

 # Adani’s aim is to become the largest renewable energy 
industry participant in Australia with a total capacity of 
1,500MW in the near term. 

AppOinTMEnT
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 # To help us realise this ambition, Adani has established 
the Adani Australia Renewable business unit, and 
appointed Purdie as its CEO.

 # Adani is the largest solar power generator in India 
with plans for 10,000MW by 2022. Adani already 
has commissioned the world’s largest solar plant on 
one site, Kamuthi Solar Plant in Tamil Nadu, with a 
648MW capacity.

Vikram Limaye 

Leading stock exchange NSE 
said it has appointed IDFC 
chief Vikram Limaye as its new 

Managing Director and CEO nearly two 
months after the sudden exit of Chitra 
Ramkrishna from the top post.

 # Limaye will have a tenure of five 
years with effect from the date he 
assume office.

 # The appointment, which was approved by NSE’s board 
last week, is subject to approval of shareholders and 
capital markets regulator SEBI.

 # The appointment comes at a time when the exchange 
is preparing to launch its IPO estimated to be worth 
over Rs 10,000 crore. Besides, the bourse is facing 
regulatory issues over alleged preferential access to a 
few for co-location and algo trade facilities.

 # Separately, IDFC also said in a regulatory filing that 
the board of directors of NSE has approved Limaye’s 
appointment as the Managing Director and CEO. He 
was with IDFC since 2005 and has over 25 years of 
experience of working with financial institutions, 
global investment banks, international commercial 
banks, and global accounting firms.

Jeff Sessions 

Jeff Sessions, a close confidant of 
US President Donald Trump, was 
confirmed to be the next attorney 

general, after a historically tumultuous 
process that saw the senator come under 
fire for his views on race and civil rights.

 # Sessions, who was the Alabama 
Senator since 1997, was confirmed 
as the 84th nations top law enforcement officer by 
surviving a near-party-line vote by 52 to 47 after days 
of delays in the Senate voting. 

 # The voting was on partisan lines. Sessions, 70, resigned 
as the Alabama Senator later in the night. He is expected 
to be sworn in as the US Attorney General later in the 
day.

 # Sessions was one of the first few top Republican 
Senators to have endorsed Trump in his race to the 
White House when he was still pitted against his 
opponents in the GOP primary.

 # In the past, Sessions has positioned himself as an 
opponent of H-1B visas, as he believes that this work 
visa, popular among Indian IT professionals, displaces 
American workers.

 # In his farewell speech, soon after his confirmation and 
before his resignation, Sessions urged his colleagues to 
respect each other.

 # Sessions said the US President believes in the rule of 
law.

 # One of the first task on his plate is the win the legal 
battle for the Trump Administration to get the stay 
lifted on executive order temporarily blocking all 
refugee arrivals and immigration from seven Muslim-
majority countries to the US.

Badri Raghavan 

Cab aggregation service provider 
Ola said it has appointed 
Badri Raghavan as Chief Data 

Scientist.
 # With over 20 years of extensive 

domain experience, Raghavan will 
lead Ola’s data science team that 
works on technologies like machine 
learning, artificial intelligence, decision analysis, 
pattern recognition and related areas.

 # With over a million trips on the platform every day, 
an enormous amount of data is available to utilise 
intelligently and Badri’s background and expertise will 
help in the endeavour. 

 # Prior to Ola, Badri was the Chief Data Scientist and 
Founding CTO of First Fuel Software, an energy and 
utilities analytics firm based in Boston.

 # He has also been associated with IBM Research in New 
York and data analytics firm FICO.

Nagin Nanda 

Additional Chief Conservator of 
Forests in Himachal Pradesh 
Nagin Nanda has been appointed 

as expert member of the National Green 
Tribunal.

 # A communication in this regard was 
received by the state government 
from the Union ministry of 
Environment and Forests and Nanda is likely to assume 
charge in the next few days.

AppOinTMEnT
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 # Nanda, a 1985 batch Indian Forest Service (IFS) 
officer of Himachal Pradesh cadre, has served in 
various positions during his 32 years of service and 
was instrumental in bringing about policy changes in 
forestry, wildlife, environment, climate change, and 
science and technology.

Ashok Gulati, Rajiv Kumar & Manish Sabharwal 

The government appointed three directors on the all-
powerful central board of RBI, which include two 
noted economists Ashok Gulati and Rajiv Kumar, 

for four years. Besides Gulati and Kumar, the Appointments 
Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has appointed Manish 
Sabharwal as a director. 

 # Further, the ACC has also approved the proposal of the 
Department of Financial Services for appointment of 
three members on the local board of RBI.

 # Prasanna Kumar Mohanty (Southern Local Board), 
Vallabh Roopchand Bhanshali (Western) and Sunil 
Mitra (Eastern) have been appointed for four years.

 # The last board-level appointment by the government 
was made when it elevated N S Vishwanathan to the 
post of deputy governor in June. Prior to that, in March, 
the government had nominated three non-official 
directors – Natarajan Chandrasekaran, Bharat Narotam 
Doshi and Sudhir Mankad — on the central board of 
the bank.

 # The RBI’s affairs are governed by the central board of 
directors. The board is appointed by the government. 

 # The central board comprises the governor, deputy 
governors, 10 directors from various fields, two 
government officials and one each from the four local 
boards. As per the RBI website, besides the governor and 
deputy governors, there are six directors on the central 
board — Nachiket Mor, Natarajan Chandrasekaran, 
Bharat Narotam Doshi, Sudhir Mankad, Shaktikanta 
Das and Anjuly Chib Duggal.

Hemant Bhargava 

Hemant Bhargava was appointed 
as Managing Director of 
State-owned Life Insurance 

Corporation (LIC) of India.
 # He is at present LICs Zonal Manager, 

Delhi.

 # According to the order issued 
by Personnel Ministry said 
the Appointments Committee of Cabinet has 
approved Bhargava’s appointment to the post till his 
superannuation, i.e., July 31, 2019.

 # The top LIC management consists of the Chairman and 
three Managing Directors.

Ajay Tyagi 

The government appointed Ajay 
Tyagi, additional secretary in 
the finance ministry, as the new 

chairman of Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (Sebi). He will take over 
from U K Sinha on March 1, 2017.

 # The low-profile IAS officer from 
the Himachal Pradesh is currently 
handing matters related to the capital markets and his 
shift from North Block on the Capital’s Raisina Hill to 
the Bandra-Kurla Complex in Mumbai, the country’s 
financial capital, is seen as part of a strategy to ensure a 
smooth transition at the key regulatory agency.

 # For market players, however, the 1984-batch officer is 
largely an unknown face. 

 # Unlike some his predecessors — Sinha, C B Bhave and 
M Damodaran and G N Bajpai — Tyagi has been given 
a five-year term, something that was not given to Urjit 
Patel when he was appointed RBI governor.

Natarajan Chandrasekaran 

Tata Power announced the 
appointment of Natarajan 
Chandrasekaran as the Chairman 

and Additional Director of the company.
 # Natarajan Chandrasekaran is the 

Chairman designate of Tata Sons 
Limited and currently the CEO 
and Managing Director of Tata 
Consultancy Services.

Nilesh Shivji Vikamsey 

The Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI) 
elected Nilesh Shivji Vikamsey 

as its president and Naveen N D Gupta 
as its vice president. 

 # They have been elected for the year 
2017-18. Vikamsey, who served as 
vice president, has been a member 
of the ICAI since 1985. 

 # Gupta has been a chartered accountant for more than 
20 years.

 # A statutory body, the affairs of ICAI are managed by 
a council in accordance with the provisions of the 
Chartered Accountants Act, 1949 and the Chartered 
Accountants Regulations, 1988. 

 # The council has 32 elected members and eight are 
nominated by the central government.

AppOinTMEnT
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Sandeep Jajodia 

Sandeep Jajodia has been elected 
President of the industry 
body Associated Chambers 

of Commerce and Industry of India 
(Assocham).

 # The industry body, in a statement, 
said Balkrishan Goenka, Chairman 
of Welspun Group, and Kiran Kumar 
Grandhi, Vice-Chairman of GMR Infrastructure, have 
taken over as senior vice-president and vice-president, 
respectively.

 # Jajodia is the chairman and managing director of 
Monnet Ispat and Energy.

Robin Fontes 

The US defence attache in India 
has been made in charge of 
India, Pakistan and Central Asian 

Affairs at the National Security Council 
of the White House.

 # In routine administration postings, 
the Pentagon said that Brigadier 
General Robin Fontes has been 
posted as senior director for India, Pakistan and Central 
Asian Affairs at the National Security Council in the 
White House.

 # Fontes would be in charge of White House policy on 
India, Pakistan, Afghanistan and other South Asian 
countries and Central Asia.

 # She would be replacing Peter Lavoy, who was Director 
(South Asia) in the previous Obama administration.

 # From the Defence Intelligence Agency, Fonte was 
the first female attache assigned to India and the first 
general officer to serve as an attache in India since the 
1960s.

Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry

Pakistan appointed incumbent 
foreign secretary Aizaz Ahmad 
Chaudhry as its new ambassador 

to the US.
 # Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad 

Chaudhry will join his new 
assignment in Washington, DC next 
month.

 # He will replace outgoing ambassador Jalil Abbas Jilani.
 # Chaudhry, 58, is a career Foreign Service Officer with 

over 36 years of bilateral and multilateral experience in 
the field of diplomacy.

 # He is presently serving as the Foreign Secretary of 
Pakistan since December 2013. Earlier he had served 
as the Spokesperson of the Foreign Ministry.

R Alexander Acosta 

President Donald Trump announced 
law school dean R Alexander 
Acosta as his new labor secretary 

nominee.  
 # Trump said Acosta, who did not 

appear with the president, “has had 
a tremendous career.” He noted 
that, unlike Puzder, Acosta has been 
confirmed by the Senate three times and “did very, very 
well.”

 # If confirmed anew by the Senate, Acosta would become 
the first Hispanic member of Trump’s Cabinet. He is at 
present dean of the Florida International University law 
school. 

Rajinder Khanna 

Rajinder Khanna, former chief of 
the country’s external intelligence 
agency RAW, has been appointed 

Officer on Special Duty in the National 
Security Council Secretariat.

 # The National Security Council, 
headed by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi with National Security 
Adviser Ajit Doval as its Secretary, is the apex body on 
all internal and external security-related matters.

 # The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet headed by 
Modi has approved the appointment of Khanna as OSD 
(Neighbourhood Studies) in the Councils secretariat on 
contract basis for a period of one year.

 # Khanna was appointed chief of Research and Analysis 
Wing (RAW) in December 2014 for a fixed two-year 
period and was recently succeeded by Anil Dasmana. 

Vikas Swarup 

External Affairs Ministry 
Spokesperson Vikas Swarup 
appointed India’s High 

Commissioner to Canada.
 # Swarup, a 1986-batch IFS officer 

whose debut novel Q & A was 
made into Oscar-winning movie 
“Slumdog Millionaire”, had helmed 
the high-profile office since April 2015 when India’s 
external engagement witnessed a major traction.

 # Swarup, who is at present an Additional Secretary and 
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said, he is 
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expected to take up his new assignment shortly. Gopal 
Baglay, who is Joint Secretary in the Pakistan, Iran and 
Afghanistan division in MEA, will succeed Swarup.

 # In his diplomatic career, Swarup has been posted in 
various countries, including Turkey, the United States, 
Ethiopia, Britain, South Africa and Japan.

 # He had penned his first novel, ‘Q & A’ when he was 
posted in London between 2000 and 2003.

 # The novel has been published in 43 languages 
including Arabic, French, German, Chinese, Italian, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, Danish, Swedish, 
Finnish, Norwegian, Hindi, Marathi, Gujarati, Tamil, 
Malayalam, Czech, Slovak, Slovenian, Bulgarian, 
Romanian, Polish, Russian, Japanese, Korean, Turkish, 
Taiwanese, Thai and Hebrew.

 # He has also written for TIME, Newsweek, The 
Guardian, The Telegraph (UK), The Financial Times 
(UK) and Liberation (France), among others.

 # Swarup had taken over charge as the MEA Spokesperson 
from Syed Akbaruddin, who is now India’s Permanent 
Representative at the United Nations.

 # The post of the Indian High Commissioner in Canada 
had been lying vacant after the retirement of Vishnu 
Prakash. India has close ties with Canada in a range 
of key sectors and the country has sizeable number of 
Indians.

 # Born in Allahabad in a family of lawyers, he had studied 
history, psychology and philosophy at Allahabad 
University.

T C A Ranganathan and Sunil Mehta 

T C A Ranganathan and Sunil Mehta were appointed 
as Non-Official Directors in Indian Overseas Bank 
and Punjab National Bank respectively. 

 # The Appointments Committee of Cabinet has cleared 
their appointment as Non-Official Director/Non-
Executive Chairman in the respective banks for a 
period of three years.

 # Mehta’s appointment is subject to a condition that he 
needs to resign from the board of State Bank of India 
before joining the new post.

Herbert Raymond McMaster 

US President Donald Trump 
has appointed Lt Gen Herbert 
Raymond McMaster as his new 

national security advisor following the 
ouster of Michael Flynn.

 # Making the announcement at his 
Mar-a-Lago residence in Florida, 
Trump described McMaster, 
currently Director of the Army Capabilities Integration 
Center, as “a man of tremendous talent and tremendous 
experience.”

 # Flynn had been forced out by Trump after revelations 
that he misled Vice President Mike Pence about 
discussing sanctions with Russia’s ambassador to 
the US during the presidential transition. Trump had 
described this as a matter of trust and not of any 
wrongdoing.

 # The acting national security advisor, Gen (retd) Keith 
Kellogg, will now serve as Trumps national Security 
Council chief of staff.

V Ramakrishnan 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) 
said it appointed V Ramakrishnan 
as the chief financial officer 

(CFO). 
 # He takes over from Rajesh 

Gopinathan, who has been 
appointed as chief executive officer 
and managing director. Meanwhile, 
Tata Sons Chairman-designate N Chandrasekaran was 
also named the chairman of TCS. 

 # Ramki joined TCS in 1999 and served as finance head 
of TCS North America for seven years.
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 # Kapoor, born in Mumbai to an Iraqi-origin Jewish 
mother and Indian father, said he will donate the award 
money to help people who have fled war or persecution.

B C Roy Award 

Dr P Raghu Ram, president of 
Association of Breast Surgeons 
of India, has won the prestigious 

Dr B C Roy national award for outstanding 
service in the field of socio medical 
relief for 2016. The announcement was 
made by Dr Jayshree Mehta, president, 
Medical Council of India, in a letter 
addressed to Ram, who is also director, 
KIMS-USHALAKSHMI Centre for Breast Diseases, and 
CEO, Ushalakshmi Breast Cancer Foundation.

 # The award, the highest recognition for medical 
practitioners in India, would be conferred on Ram by 
President Pranab Mukherjee on July 1, observed as 
Doctors day. He is the youngest surgeon ever from the 
Telugu states (Telangana and Andhra Pradesh) to have 
been selected for this award, it claimed. The award 
recognises Dr Ram’s significant contribution towards 
improving the delivery of breast health care in India, 
and equally, creating the much needed awareness 
about importance of early detection of breast cancer 
in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh through a number of 
initiatives.

Lifetime Achievement Award at the Bodhisattva 
International Film Festival (BIFF)

Veteran actor Nana Patekar 
will receive the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the 

Bodhisattva International Film Festival 
(BIFF) in Patna for his contribution to 
Indian cinema.

 # Bodhisattva Voice of Change 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
is going to Nana Patekar for his 
immense contribution to Indian cinema and unmatched 
dedication in the field of social work and responsibility.

 # Grameen Sneh Foundation, through an initiative called 
Bihar: Ek Virasat, organises the international film 
festival every year.

 # The organisers claim that over 3,000 films from Iran, 
the US, France, Italy, Spain, Britain Turkey, Russia, 
Brazil, Germany, Argentina, Bangladesh, Canada, 
Portugal, Austria and Mexico, among others, have been 
received as entries to the festival under feature film, 
documentaries and shorts categories.

 # BIFF will be held from February 16 to 23.

Motorsports Person of The Year Award 

Five time National Rally Champion 
Gaurav Gill was decorated with 
the prestigious motorsports person 

of the year award at a glittering function 
organised by Federation of Motor Sports 
Club of India (FMSCI). 

 # Gill, the reigning Asia Pacific 
Champion had a spectacular 2016, 
winning all five rounds of the APRC to set a new record, 
received the trophy from Jean Todt, the president of 
FIA (Le Federation Internationale de lAutomobile).

D.Litt by the Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra Open 
University 

Legendary singer Lata Mangeshkar has been conferred 
with D.Litt by the Yashwantrao Chavan Maharashtra 
Open University for her contribution in the field of 

music.
 # YCMOU Registrar Dr Dinesh Bhonde said though 

Mangeshkar (87) will not attend the event, the honour 
will be presented to her at her residence in Mumbai in a 
function, date for which will be announced later.

 # The Bharat Ratna-awardee is one of the most respected 
and versatile playback singers in country, with the 
career spanning over seven decades.

 # Krishna Institute of Medical Sciences Deemed 
University Malkapur-Karad (Formerly KIMS) 
Chancellor Dr Vedprakash Mishra, Pro-Chancellor 
of Datta Meghe Institute of Medical Science, and 
YCMOU VC Dr Dilip Mhaisekar will preside over the 
function.

Genesis Prize 

Renowned Indian-origin British 
sculptor Anish Kapoor, who has 
emerged as a champion of Syrian 

refugees rights, won Israel’s prestigious 
USD one million Genesis Prize for his 
commitment to Jewish values.

 # Kapoor, 62, spoke out against 
“abhorrent government policies” 
towards refugees as he was named the recipient of this 
year’s Genesis prize, dubbed Jewish Nobel. The prize 
committee, headed by Jewish Agency Chairman Natan 
Sharansky, acknowledged Kapoor as “one of the most 
influential and innovative artists of his generation”.

 # Kapoor joins Itzhak Perlman, former New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, and actor-director Michael 
Douglas as recipients.

AwARdS/HOnOuRS
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Best Screenplay Award at PIFF 

Actress Priyanka Chopra-
produced Marathi film 
“Ventilator” has won best 

screenplay award at the 15th Pune 
International Film Festival (PIFF). 

 # The movie produced by her 
production house Purple Pebble 
Pictures, had released in November 
last year and won the award at the on-going festival.

 # Director Rajesh Mapuskar, who had also worked on the 
screenplay of the movie, received the award for the fun 
family fiesta film. 

 # The movie has been selected for New York Film 
Festival too.

Honorary Doctorate 

Out-of-favour India international Sandeep Singh has 
become only the second hockey player from the 
country to receive an Honorary Doctorate.

 # Sandeep, a dreaded drag-flicker in his hey days, was 
bestowed with the honour by Desh Bhagat University, 
a private educational institution in Amloh, Fatehgarh 
Sahib district of Punjab.

 # Sandeep is only the second Indian player after former 
captain and sitting Member of Parliament, Dileep 
Tirkey, to have an honorary degree for sporting 
excellence.

 # Tirkey received an honorary degree from Sambalpur 
University in 2010.

 # Once regarded as the country’s top drag-flicker, 
Sandeep has been in and out of the national team since 
the 2012 London Olympics mainly due to injury.

Total Excellence in Policing Awards

A heroic Indian-origin Scotland 
Yard officer has been honoured 
with a top bravery award in 

the UK for risking his own life to save 
a family trapped in a burning house, 
winning the vote of thousands of 
Londoners.

 # Shand Panesar, along with colleague Craig Nicholson, 
won the Total Excellence in Policing Awards at the 
annual ceremony for rescuing a couple from a burning 
building.

 # Thousands of Londoners took part in the public vote to 
choose the winner of this year’s Outstanding Bravery 
of the Year Award, which was won by Nicholson and 
Panesar from Hillingdon borough.

 # In September 2016, PC Nicholson and PC Panesar, 
arrived before the London Fire Brigade to a raging 
house fire in Hillingdon and quickly learnt that two 
people were trapped inside.

4th Yash Chopra Memorial Award 

Veteran actress Rekha will hand 
over superstar Shah Rukh 
Khan the fourth Yash Chopra 

Memorial Award during a ceremony.
 # Rekha along with Maharashtra 

Governor C Vidyasagar Rao will 
give the award, instituted in the 
memory of the late Bollywood 
legend, to the “Fan” star on February 25 .

 # Shah Rukh has featured in some of the biggest hits 
helmed by Chopra like “Darr”, “Dil Toh Pagal Hai”, 
“Veer-Zaara” and “Jab Tak Hai Jaan”.

 # The award commemorates the director-producer by 
honouring excellence in various spheres of cinema like 
acting, music etc.

Laureus ‘Sportsman of the Year’ Award

World’s “greatest” sprinter 
Usain Bolt pipped the likes 
of Cristiano Ronaldo and 

LeBron James to win the ‘Sportsman of 
the Year’ trophy for a record-equalling 
fourth time, while gymnast Simone Biles 
clinched the top honour in the women’s 
category at the Laureus World Awards at 
a glittering ceremony.

 # They are the little and large of sport - while Bolt stands 
1.95 metres, Biles measures just 1.45 metres - but they 
were both giants at the Rio Olympics, and enjoyed an 
ecstatic welcome as they received their statuettes, the 
birthplace of the first ever Laureus awards 17 years 
ago. 

 # Bolt, who won this award in 2009, ‘10 and ‘13, walked 
away with the ‘Oscar of Sports’ for the fourth time, 
thereby joining tennis legends Roger Federer and 
Serena Williams, and surfer Kelly Slater as four-time 
Laureus award winner.

 # Bolt received his award from legendary Michael 
Johnson, who urged him not to break other people’s 
records. To which Bolt responded by saying “sorry”.

 # Laureus is one of the biggest awards for Bolt. This is 
his 4th award and to be equalling it with someone like 
Roger Federer is great.  

 # It is special,” he said. Olympic gymnastics champion 
Biles notched up the ‘Sportswoman of the Year’ trophy, 
riding on her brilliant achievement at the Rio Games 
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last year, where she finished with four yellow metals 
and a bronze.

 # The most decorated Olympian of all-time, Michael 
Phelps bagged the ‘Comeback of the Year’ award after 
returning to the swimming pool and scooping five more 
gold medals. (Usain Bolt returns 4x100m relay gold 
from 2008 Beijing Olympics)

 # After the 2012 Olympics, Phelps retired from swimming 
but came out of the retirement and subsequently at the 
Rio Games last year, he bagged as many as five gold 
medals and a silver.

MRSI-ICSC Award 

S Swaminathan, Director, Center for 
Nanotechnology and Advanced 
Biometerial (CeNTAB), received 

the ‘MRSI-ICSC Super Conductivity 
and Materials Science Annual Prize’ for 
the year 2017.

 # The award was presented by Suresh 
Das, President, Material Research 
Society of India (MRSI-ICSC) at the Society’s 28th 
Annual General Body meeting at IIT, Bombay.

 # Swaminathan is also Dean, Sponsored Research of 
Sastra University. This award was in recognition of 
the experimental and theoretical work carried out by 
Swaminathan and his team of researchers at SASTRA’s 
Center for Nanotechnology and Advanced Biometerial 
CeNTAB. 

Governments Kayakalp Awards 

Premier health institute AIIMS, 
New Delhi, has won the first prize, 
and a cash reward of Rs 5 crore, for 

maintaining high standards of sanitation 
and hygiene under the Governments 
Kayakalp awards.

 # AIIMS was followed by North 
Eastern Indira Gandhi Regional Institute of Health and 
Medical Sciences (NEIGRIHMS), Shillong, which got 
a cash prize of Rs 3 crore.

 # Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and 
Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh, received the third 
prize of Rs 1 crore.

 # Commendation awards of Rs 50 lakh each were given to 
AIIMS, Raipur, AIIMS, Jodhpur and National Institute 
of Tuberculosis and Respiratory Diseases (NITRD), 
Delhi, by Union Health Minister J P Nadda.

 # Referring to the ICT-based application Mera Aspataal 
(My Hospital) that captures patient’s feedback about 
their experience in the health facilities on the services 

that they received or sought to receive, Nadda said the 
Ministry is seeking the feedback of people digitally to 
improve the quality of services at the health centres.

International Federation of Art Cinemas (CICAE) 
award at the 67th Berlin International Film Festival

Raj Kumar Rao and Anjali Patil-
starrer political satire ‘Newton’ 
has won the International 

Federation of Art Cinemas (CICAE) 
award at the 67th Berlin International 
Film Festival.  Newton is directed by 
Amit Masurkar. Amit had also confirmed 
that the movie will release in mid-2017.

 # Some 43 films were screened in the Forum segment at 
the festival. Actress Huma Qureshi’s Hollywood debut 
The Viceroy’s House also had its world premiere at 
the 2017 Berlinale. Rao tweeted his best wishes for 
Qureshi as well.

Writers Guild Awards 

Berry Jenkins script for coming-of-
age drama “Moonlight” bagged 
best original screenplay prize at 

Writers Guild of America award (WGA), 
while sci-fi film “Arrival” won best 
adapted screenplay trophy.

 # “Atlanta” swept the major TV awards 
by winning trophies for best new 
series and top comedy series, while “The Americans” 
took the best drama series honour. Kenneth Lonergans 
“Manchester by the Sea” and Damien Chazelles “La 
La Land”, which has ruled every other award show this 
season, failed to win over “Moonlight”. All three films 
will be competing for best picture at the Oscars.

 # “Arrival” about a linguist attempt to communicate with 
aliens, who have arrived on Earth topped Rhett Reese 
and Paul Wernicks script for “Deadpool”, August 
Wilsons “Fences”, Allison Schroeder and Theodore 
Melfis “Hidden Figures” and Tom Fords “Nocturnal 
Animals”. Best documentary screenplay award went to 
“Command and Control”.

 # NBC’s “This Is Us” won best episodic drama for 
the episode “The Trip” while Netflixs “Unbreakable 
Kimmy Schmidt” bagged best episodic comedy for 
“Kimmy Goes on a Playdate!” Susannah Grant won 
the original longform TV award for HBOs Anita Hill 
drama “Confirmation”. She was also honored with the 
WGAs Paul Selvin Award, given for embodying the 
spirit of the constitutional and civil rights and liberties.
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OBiTuARY

E Ahamed 

E Ahamed, former Union Minister 
passed away. He was 78. The 
veteran leader had collapsed during 

President Pranab Mukherjee’s address to 
the joint sitting of the Parliament.
About E Ahamed:-

 # He was born on 29 April 1938.
 # He had graduated from Brennen College in Tellicherry 

in Kerala and had a law degree from the Government 
Law College in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

 # He had served as the Minister of State for External 
Affairs under the Manmohan Singh government during 
the period 2004-14.

 # He represented the Malappuram Lok Sabha constituency 
of Kerala.

 # He was also the National President of the Indian Union 
Muslim League.

Asim Basu 

Veteran stage artist, theatre 
director, painter and writer Asim 
Basu died. He was 82. Known 

for his versatility, Basu excelled in the 
field of fine arts and theatre, contributing 
immensely to Odisha’s cultural fabric.

 # He also gained eminence in painting 
and the world of theatre and 
dominated the cultural arena for several decades.

 # Basu had been conferred the state Sangeet Natak 
Akademi Award.

Joginder Singh 

Former CBI chief Joginder Singh, 
who oversaw investigation of 
several high-profile cases including 

Bofors scam and Bihar’s fodder scam, 
died. He was 77.

 # The 1961 batch IPS officer of 
Karnataka cadre was chosen to head 
the premier investigative agency 
when H D Deve Gowda was the 
Prime Minister.

Nizamuddin 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’s driver and INA 
veteran ‘Colonel’ Nizamuddin died in his native 
village of Dhakwa after a prolonged illness.

 # Born in 1901, Nizamuddin was over 116 years old.

 # ‘Colonel’ Nizamuddin, who had 
served in the Indian National Army 
from 1943-45, had proclaimed 
himself as one of the most trusted 
lieutenants of Netaji.

 # His father Imam Ali runnned the 
canteen in Singapore.Nizamuddin 
went to his father at the age of 25 
years.And this was the time when Netaji recruiting 
people in Azad Hind Army.

 # He travelled Japan,Vietnam,Combodia and more 
countries with Netaji.

Hukumchand Yadav 

Former BJP MLA and Khandwa 
District Cooperative Bank 
Chairman Hukumchand Yadav 

passed away. He was 74.
 # Yadav was born 15 August 1942. 

He was the MLA from Khandwa 
for four times.

 # He also held various positions, 
including district president of the BJP. He was 
currently holding the presidency of the District 
Cooperative Bank.

Peter Mansfield

Physicist Peter Mansfield, who 
won the Nobel Prize for helping 
to invent MRI scanners, has died 

at the age of 83. 

 # The University of Nottingham 
released a statement from 
Mansfield’s family confirming his 
death. The London-born Mansfield 
joined the University of Nottingham in central 
England in 1964 as a lecturer in physics. 

 # He shared the 2003 Nobel Prize in medicine with U.S. 
chemist Paul Lauterbur for their work developing 
magnetic resonance imaging, which uses magnetic 
fields and radio waves to generate 3-D images of the 
body’s internal organs without potentially harmful 
X-rays. 

Shibaji Banerjee 

Former Mohun Bagan goalkeeper 
Shibaji Banerjee passed away. 
He was 68. Banerjee also had a 

brilliant game in an IFA Shield match 
against top Russian side Ararat. Legend 
has it that he was unbeatable on aerial 
balls that particular day as the game 
was locked at 2-2.
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 # In fact from 1977-1980, he never conceded a goal 
against arch rival East Bengal.

 # Banerjee was also a competent club level cricketer 
having scored a few runs at CAB first division league. 
He was a representative of Port Trust at various CAB 
meetings.

Altamas Kabir 

Former Chief Justice of India 
Altamas Kabir passed away. He 
was 68. Justice Altamas Kabir 

enrolled as an Advocate in 1973 at 
Kolkata Bar Association. Justice Kabir 

practised in the District Court of Calcutta and later in the 
Calcutta High Court.

 # As a lawyer Justice Kabir was considered an authority 
in both Civil and Criminal cases. He was appointed as 
a judge in the Calcutta High Court in 1990.

 # In March 2005, Justice Altamas Kabir was appointed 
as the Chief Justice of the Jharkhand High Court before 
being elevated as a judge in the Supreme Court in 
September the same year.

 # Justice Altamas Kabir appointed as the Chief Justice of 
India on September 29 in 2012. He held the office till 
July 18, 2013.

OBiTuARY
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. Jallikattu Bill Receives President’s Nod.

2. DARPG starts ‘DARPGSEVA’ to ad-
dress issues related to public grievances 
and administrative reforms

3. Naidu unveils logo, tag line of NCRTC, 

4. Cancer research institute inaugurated, 

5. Niti Ayog launches ‘India Innovation 
Index’,

6. Health Ministry limits NEET attempts to 
three; NEET-2017 to be counted as the 
first attempt.

7. Power Ministry crosses milestone of  
electrifying 12,000 villages.

8. Surakhpur village is Delhi’s 1st fully 
digital village.

9. India to host first BIMSTEC national 
security chiefs meeting

10. Naval reconnaissance aircraft test-fires 
anti-ship missile

11. Ananthkumar inaugurates Orientation  
Programme for launching of 1000 
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Kendras  
(PMBJKs).

12. Dr. Harsh Vardhan released Braille Atlas 
for Visually Impaired.

13. President inaugurates solar power proj-
ect in President’s Estate.

14. INS Sarvekshak goes green; installs solar 
power system.

15. ICAI, Railways ink pact for accrual-
based financial statements.

16. Govt gives green signal to merger of SBI,  
associate banks

NATiONAl Jallikattu Bill Receives President’s Nod,   
01 February 2017

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister O Panneerselvam said that 
the Bill to replace an ordinance for the conduct of 
Jallikattu has received President Pranab Mukherjee’s 

assent and thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for his 
support in enabling the bull taming sport to be held in the 
state.

In a letter to Modi, Panneerselvam recalled his government 
had initially promulgated an ordinance and later replaced it 
with a bill passed unanimously by the state assembly.
The Bill was ‘reserved’ for the President’s assent by 
Governor Ch Vidyasagar Rao and it has received the 
Hon’ble President’s assent on 31.1.2017.

DARPG starts ‘DARPGSEVA’ to address is-
sues related to public grievances and adminis-
trative reforms, 02 February 2017 

The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances (DARPG), Ministry of Personnel, Public 
Grievances and Pensions has started its Twitter Seva. 

The Twitter Handle is ‘DARPGSEVA’. The Twitter Seva 
aims to address issues relating to the DARPG like Public 
Grievances and Administrative Reforms etc. The Twitter 
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Seva will enable the DARPG to reach out to the common 
public and various stakeholders for facilitating redress of 
grievances and other issues of importance relating to the 
department.
The mission of DARPG is to foster excellence in 
governance and pursuit of administrative reforms through 
improvements in Government policies as well as processes, 
promoting citizen-centric governance with emphasis on 
grievance redressal. Innovations in e-Governance is another 
mission of the Department apart from documentation and 
dissemination of best practices.

Naidu unveils logo, tag line of NCRTC,   
03 February 2017 

Union Minister Venkaiah Naidu unveiled the logo and 
the tag line of National Capital Region Transport 
Corporation (NCRTC), a body responsible for 

development of rail-based suburban regional rapid transport 
system (RRTS) to reduce travel time between NCR towns. 
Speaking to reporters after unveiling the logo and the tag 
line ‘Gati se Pragati’, the Urban Development Minister 
informed that the NCRTC has prioritised on development 
of three corridors, Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut, Delhi-
Gurugram-Alwar and Delhi-Panipat, the total length of 
which will be 380 km.
The DPR of Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut corridor has already 
been approved by NCRTC board, he said, adding, “Others 
are being finalised.” 

Cancer research institute inaugurated,   
03 February 2017 

An institute dedicated to building collaboration in 
the areas of cancer prevention, research and care 
called the Centre of Integrative Oncology was 

inaugurated in New Delhi.
The unveiling was carried out by Dr Saumya Swaminathan, 
Secretary, Director General, Indian Council for Medical 
Research and Ajit M Sharan, Secretary, Ministry of AYUSH.
The Centre would pave the way to carry forward the 
ongoing bilateral dialogue and facilitate collaboration with 
stakeholders, both national and international. The Centre 
will also be the clearing house for information for AYUSH 
projects on cancer research and management.

Niti Ayog launches ‘India Innovation Index’, 
03 February 2017 

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant launched “India 
Innovation Index”, the nation’s first online 
innovation index portal which will rank states 

based on their innovations. 

Inaugurating the portal, he said that it will be a “first-of-its-
kind online platform” where Global Innovation Index (GII) 
indicators and India-centric data from various states will be 
updated periodically. 
This will be a one-stop data warehouse and will track 
progress on each indicator at the National level and the 
State level on real-time basis. 
The access to the portal will be hosted on the NITI Aayog 
website. 
Data collated on this portal will not only be used to 
ameliorate current data gaps with respect to the GII, but be 
the prime source for the India Innovation Index.
The index was launched in collaboration with Department of 
Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) and Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII). 
India currently ranks 66th out of 128 countries on the GII 
2016.

Health Ministry limits NEET attempts to 
three; NEET-2017 to be counted as the first 
attempt, 04 February 2017 

CBSE will be conducting NEET (UG) on 07.05.2017. 
It was decided by the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare in consultation with MCI that there shall be 

an upper age limit of 25 years as on the date of exam with 5 
years relaxation for reserved categories and a maximum of 
3 attempts for all candidates. 
In the information bulletin published by CBSE on its 
website, it was mentioned that the candidates who have 
already appeared in AIPMT/NEET on three occasions are 
not allowed to take this examination. 
It is now clarified that since any new regulation takes 
effect prospectively, NEET-2017 shall be counted as the 
first attempt for this purpose irrespective of the previous 
attempts in AIPMT/NEET, subject to the upper age limit. 
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CBSE has been advised to make necessary corrections in 
the information bulletin and on their website cbseneet.nic.in 
so that any application is not rejected on this ground. Data 
pertaining to applications already rejected will be erased so 
that rejected applications can be filed afresh.

Power Ministry crosses milestone of  
electrifying 12,000 villages, 07 February 2017  

Power Ministry has so far achieved the milestone 
of electrifying over 12,000 villages out of 18,452 
unelectrified villages.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced from the 
ramparts of Red Fort on August 15, 2015 in his Independence 
Day speech that all 18,452 unelectrified villages would be 
electrified in 1,000 days, i.e by May 1, 2018.
According the GARV (Grameen Vidyutikaran) portal, which 
monitors the rural electrification programme in a real-time 
basis, as many as 12,033 villages have been electrified so 
far and work is underway in 5,665 villages.
As per the power ministry statement, nearly 1/3rd villages 
are left (5,665) of the total 18,452 villages, which are to 
electrified in nearly 460 days.
The remaining villages (70 per cent) are mainly in 4 
states including Arunachal Pradesh (1,229) Assam (972), 
Jharkhand (892) and Odisha (875).
The remaining villages (which cannot be electrified in the 
given timeframe) are mostly in naxal areas, forest areas, 
riverine areas, flood-affected and hilly/remote areas.

Mastercard, CAIT launch campaign to pro-
mote digital payments, 07 February 2017  

Trader’s body CAIT along with Mastercard launched 
a campaign to create awareness among traders to 
push adoption of digital payments to grow business.

As part of the Digital Apnao Vyapar Badhao campaign, 500 
camps across 30 cities will be held over 90 days to enable 5 
lakh merchants and traders to get on-board digital platform.
According to the Mastercard senior vice president (global 
policy affairs and community relations) Ravi Aurora 
they share the governments vision of creating a less cash 
economy and bringing more people under the ambit of 
financial inclusion. 
The campaign will ensure that traders and merchants have 
access to the right information and solutions as they embark 
on the digital payments journey to be future ready and grow 
their business. 

Surakhpur village is Delhi’s 1st fully digital 
village, 08 February 2017  

Surakhpur village in south-west Delhi was declared 
the first fully digital payment enabled village of the 
national capital. 

According to the district administration, all 113 households 
in the village have at least one Aadhaar seeded bank account 
linked with mobile phones. It makes this village 100 per 
cent digital payment enabled village.
At a function, Sub Divisional Magistrate (Najafgarh) Anjali 
Sehrawat formally announced Surakhpur village as the first 
fully digital payment enabled village in the capital. 
Two grocery shops in the village have been facilitated to 
seek and installed PoS machine for payments by debit/
credit cards for local purchases.

India to host first BIMSTEC national security 
chiefs meeting, 08 February 2017  
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India will host the first-ever meeting of national security 
chiefs of BIMSTEC member countries to discuss action 
against terrorism, extremism and radicalisation.

The decision was taken during the 17th BIMSTEC Senior 
Officials Meeting (SOM). The regional grouping meeting, 
discussed progress in several key initiatives in trade and 
investment, energy, technology, fisheries, climate change, 
culture, people-to-people contacts and other sectors.
This marked an important step forward to realise the action 
oriented agenda for BIMSTEC agreed by the leaders at their 
Retreat hosted by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Goa in 
October 2016.
India, as the lead country in the areas of counter terrorism 
and trans-national crime, environment, transport and 
tourism sectors, offered several important initiatives in these 
areas. India will also be hosting an international conference 
on countering radicalization.
To boost regional connectivity, India will organise a 
meeting of the Working Group to finalise the BIMSTEC 
Motor Vehicles Agreement.
An MOU on grid interconnection has also been finalised to 
facilitate electricity trade in the region.
The Trade Negotiating Committee would take up trade and 
trade facilitation matters. Given the regions vulnerability to 
natural calamities, India will also organise the first annual 
disaster management exercise.
A Task Force on Traditional Medicine has been created that 
would meet in India to work on strengthening the role of 
traditional medicine for holistic health care.
A network of BIMSTEC tour operators would be organised 
in India to boost tourism through measures such as 
composite tour packages.
This meeting would also make preparations for the 4th 
BIMSTEC Summit to be hosted by Nepal by the end this 
year.

Naval reconnaissance aircraft test-fires anti-
ship missile, 09 February 2017  

The Indian Navy’s maritime patrol aircraft Ilyushin 38 
Sea Dragon (IL 38 SD) carried out a successful anti-
ship missile firing on a target ship in the Arabian Sea.

This was the aircraft’s maiden firing post-midlife refit 
and modifications.The firing was conducted as part of the 
ongoing annual Theater level Readiness and Operational 
Exercise (TROPEX-17) on the Western seaboard.
IL 38 SD aircraft has undertaken its maiden firing post 
modification and midlife upgrade, thereby demonstrating its 
highly potent Anti-Ship Missile (AShM) attack capability. 
The development ratifies the Indian Navy’s ability to ensure 
long-range sea denial around Indian Subcontinent.
IL 38 SD aircrafts are based at Goa and is placed under the 
Headquarters, Western Naval Command. It is armed with 
KH35 anti-ship missile.

Ananthkumar inaugurates Orientation  
Programme for launching of 1000 Pradhan 
Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras  
(PMBJKs), 10 February 2017 

Union Minister of Chemicals & Fertilizers and 
Parliamentary Affairs, Ananth kumar inaugurated 
and presided over the orientation programme 

for the district conveners of National Yuva Cooperative 
Society (NYCS), for launching of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 
Janaushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) in the country. The 
workshop was targeted to educate and channelize youth to 
synergize their efforts for taking ahead the mission to open 
3000 PMBJKs by March 2017.
As a follow up activity to the MoU signed earlier between 
Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) and NYCS for 
establishing 1000 PMBJKs in the country, the workshop 
served the purpose of laying the details of the Pradhan Mantri 
Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) threadbare and 
presented a future model of a PMBJK before the district 
conveners of NYCS. Representatives from 24 States and 106 
districts from across the country attended the programme to 
further help spread the scheme in their respective zones and 
bring momentum in opening of PMBJKs.
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On the occasion, Ananth Kumar emphasized on the need 
to open more and more PMBJKs, which should be based 
on 3As – Authenticity, Availability and Affordability. He 
also appreciated the efforts made by BPPI and NYCS in 
achieving the same. As only 40% of the population is able 
to avail branded medicines whereas the remaining 60% are 
deprived of it due to poverty and other reasons, the PMBJKs 
will provide affordable quality medicine to all citizens, 
under PMBJP which is an initiative of the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers. 
Currently there are 777 PMBJKs and the target is to achieve 
3000 kendras by March 2017.
The gathering constituted of Ministry officials, around 170 
delegates from various districts, BPPI officials, Medical 
and Pharma association representatives, representatives 
from Health Service Projects and Hospitals (Swasthya 
Seva Pakalps), Medical and Pharma sector entrepreneurs 
who gave their suggestions for smooth and effective 
implementation of the Pariyojana down the line at grassroots 
level.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan released Braille Atlas for 
Visually Impaired, 10 February 2017  

The Union Minister for Science & Technology and 
Earth Sciences Dr. Harsh Vardhan released the 
Special Edition of “Atlas for Visually Impaired 

(India)” in English Braille in New Delhi. This Braille Atlas 
has been prepared by National Atlas and Thematic Mapping 
Organisation (NATMO) under Department of Science & 
Technology.
Dr. Harsh Vardhan said that all departments of Government 
will work to implement this. Efforts are being made to 
make these atlases more cost effective than the current price 
of Rs.600/- per atlas with 20 maps now. Silk screen printing 
used to prepare these atlases is unique to India, he added.

In the Braille Atlas, maps are raised and embossed with 
simple lines and point symbols to facilitate its users to 
realize the location and area coverage easily distinguishable 
in terms of shapes and textures. The legend and reference 
is placed on the map in Braille script to navigate the map. 
About 20 maps on different themes of physical, socio-
economic and cultural aspects such as river system, natural 

vegetation, Metropolitan cities, Roads and Railways, Food 
crops and cash crops have been incorporated in the atlas 
with write-ups on every map as ready reference. This 
Atlas has been bestowed with National award for S&T 
intervention in empowering the physically challenged by 
the Prime Minister on 3rd January, 2017 in Indian Science 
Congress held in Tirupati.

NATMO has recently walked ahead to prepare Braille 
atlases for visually impaired persons. NATMO’s long effort 
from metallic tactile maps to silk-screen printing technology 
to prepare a full volume of atlas is perhaps unique in the 
World. NATMO’s aim is to transmit scientific information 
in the form of maps and atlases in a cost-effective manner, 
as more than 50 lakh visually challenged citizens of our 
country are mainly from low-income group.
National Atlas and Thematic Mapping Organisation 
(NATMO) is the premier agency of applied Geo-Spatial 
technology and pioneer in Thematic Mapping and Atlas 
Cartography under Department of Science & Technology 
(Ministry of Science & Technology) engaged in preparing 
different thematic maps and atlases and other documents 
on national, state, district, block level and many other 
monograms. 

Khattar lays foundation stones of 21 colleges 
via video conferencing, 11 February 2017  

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar  laid 
the foundation stones of 21 government colleges in 
13 districts in the state through video conferencing, 

on the occasion of Guru Ravidas Jayanti. 
These buildings will cost about Rs 276 crore and would be 
disabled-friendly. This is for the first time in the state that 
the foundation stones of such a large number of colleges 
have been laid at the same time from the single location 
using IT tools.

The Chief Minister, who laid the foundation stones 
in a synchronised ceremony conducted through video 
conferencing, said the opening of these colleges would 
benefit students from all sections of society. 
These colleges are to be constructed at Manesar in Gurugram, 
Jundla, Taraori and Assandh in Karnal, Kurukshetra, Unhani 
and Chhilro in Mahendragarh, Kalanwali and Rania in Sirsa, 
Mohna, Mandkola and Nacholi in Faridabad, Bilaspur and 
Radaur in Yamunanagar, Badoli in Palwal, Raipur Rani 
in Panchkula, Bhuna in Fatehabad and Punhana in Nuh 
district. 
The chief minister also laid the foundation stones of 
additional buildings, classrooms and multipurpose halls in 
government colleges at Jatauli Haily Mandi in Gurugram, 
Kalanwali in Rewari and Chhachhrauli in Yamunanagar 
district.
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President inaugurates solar power project in 
President’s Estate, 11 February 2017  

President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the first 
phase of a solar power project in the President’s 
Estate that would generate 670 kilowatt electricity 

for the sprawling premises. 
Under the project, seven rooftop solar panels have been 
installed with an investment of Rs 2.23 crore on separate 
buildings in the President’s Estate in a record time period 
of four months.

Govt appoints directors of 10 IIMs; G  
Raghuram to head IIM-Bangalore,   
11 February 2017  

The directors of 10 Indian Institutes of Management 
(IIMs), including that in Bangalore, have been 
appointed by the government.

According to the  personnel ministry order, Professor G 
Raghuram will be the Director of IIM-Bangalore. 

Raghuram has been a faculty member at IIM-Ahmedabad 
since 1985. He was also Dean (Faculty) there from 
September 2013 to December 2015.
Raghuram is, at present, chairperson of the Public Systems 
Group (PSG) at IIM-Ahmedabad. Set up in October 1975, 
the PSG is an interdisciplinary group with a focus on the 
generation and dissemination of knowledge concerning the 
public sphere.
He has been appointed in place of Prof. Sushil Vachani, 
whose resignation as IIM-Bangalore director has been 
accepted ex-post facto by the appointments committee of 
cabinet (ACC) with effect from April 1, 2016.
Besides him, Shailendra Singh and Dheeraj Sharma will be 
the head of IIM in Ranchi and Rohtak, respectively. Bharat 
Bhasker has been named the director of IIM-Raipur.
Mahadeo Prasad Jaiswal and L S Murty will be heading 
the premier business schools in Sambalpur and Nagpur, the 
order said.

Professor Ganesan Kannabiran and Professor Neelu 
Rohmetra will be Directors of IIMs in Bodhgaya and 
Himachal Pradesh’s Sirmaur, respectively, whereas 
Chandrasekhar Mylavarapu will head the institute in 
Vishakapatnam and Bhimaraya Metri IIM-Tiruchirappalli, 
it said.

These appointments were approved by the ACC-headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for a period of five years, or 
until the incumbents attain the age of 65 years.
There are 20 IIMs across the country.

Rs 18,000 crore Ken-Betwa river linking  
project cleared, 11 February 2017  

The investment clearance committee, comprising 
officials from NITI Aayog and Union Water 
Resources Ministry, for Ken-Betwa River linking  

gave the nod for the Rs 18,000-crore national project 
envisaged to address drinking water and irrigation 
requirements of the parched Bundelkhand region.
Union Water Resources Secretary Amarjeet Singh, who 
heads the committee, confirmed the investment clearance 
given to the project.
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The first-of-its-kind project covers parts of Madhya Pradesh 
and poll-bound Uttar Pradesh. Phase I of the project has 
received clearances from the National Board for Wildlife 
(NBWL), Tribal Affairs Ministry and lately from the 
Environment Ministry’s EAC.
However, the Environment Ministry’s final nod to the 
project is still awaited as it decides taking into account 
the recommendations of its Expert Appraisal Committee 
(EAC).
Also, the EACs nod comes even as the project is being 
examined by Supreme Court appointed Central Empowered 
Committee (CEC) for adequacy of mitigative measures 
against its adverse impact on the Panna tiger reserve in 
Madhya Pradesh.
The first phase of the project will cost about Rs 9,393 crore 
and is likely to be completed in nine years.

Thaawarchand Gehlot Inaugurates ‘2ND 
Workshop to Train Professionals as Master 
Trainers for using INCLEN Tools’,   
11 February 2017 

Thaawarchand Gehlot, Minister for Social Justice 
and Empowerment inaugurated the “2nd workshop 
to train Professionals as Master Trainers for using 

INCLEN Tools” organized by the National Trust, a statutory 
body under the Department of Empowerment of Persons 
with Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of Social Justice 
& Empowerment. 
The 1st National Workshop was organized form 31st August 
to 2nd September, 2016 in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi in 
which 78 professionals in the field of Pediatrician, Clinical 
Psychologist & Psychiatrists from 18 states were trained.
The National Trust is working for the welfare of persons 
with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and 
Multiple Disabilities. It has achieved a major mile stone 
for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and 
their families as Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) has 
been notified for certification.  The children affected 
by ASD will be certified by using the INCLEN tools for 

diagnosis and ISAA tools for severity scoring. The aim of 
the proposed workshop is to train and empower health care 
professionals (pediatricians, psychologists, psychiatrists) 
to diagnose, certify and thus take the first step to manage 
children with ASD appropriately. The purpose of training 
the professionals as Master Trainers is that every State, 
thorough its Master Trainers, will train other professionals 
in using INCLEN and ISAA tools which becomes base 
in issuing the certificates for Autism. This will solve the 
problem of issuing certificate for Autism is in the State. 

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi inaugurates “Hunar 
Haat” showcasing rich & exquisite skills of 
Master Artisans, 13 February 2017 

Union Minister of State for Minority Affairs 
(Independent Charge) and Parliamentary Affairs 
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi inaugurated the second 

edition of “Hunar Haat”. It is being organized by the 
Minority Affairs Ministry to encourage, promote and 
provide national and international market to master artisans/
craftsmen belonging to the Minority communities from 
across the country.With the theme “Craft Aur Cuisine Ka 
Sangam”, the second “Hunar Haat” is being organized from 
11th to 26th February, 2017 at State Emporia Complex, 
Baba Kharak Singh Marg, Connaught Place. 
“Hunar Haat” is being organized through National 
Minorities Development & Finance Corporation (NMDFC) 
under USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills & Training in 
Traditional Arts/Crafts for Development) scheme of 
Ministry of Minority Affairs. 
Naqvi said that a total of 100 artisans and 30 culinary experts 
from about 24 states and Union Territories are participating 
at about 130 stalls in the second “Hunar Haat”, which also 
has “Bawarchikhana” where various cuisine from different 
parts of the country are being showcased and the visitors 
can enjoy them. 
For the first time in this exhibition very exquisite pieces 
of Handicraft & Handloom work like Makrana Marble 
products, Bandhej from Sikar, Mojri from Rajasthan, 
Banjara Embroidery from Telangana, Handmade Locks & 
Door Handles along with Phool-Patti works from Aligarh, 
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Cocoon decorated products from Nagaland, Mizoram 
Traditional Crafts, etc are being showcased and sold. 
Different cuisines from 13 states are being brought by 
culinary experts for this second “Hunar Haat”. Awadhi 
Mughlai foods from Lucknow, Dal Bati Churma & Thali 
from Rajasthan, Sandesh & Rasogolla from West Bengal, 
Malabari food from Kerala, Litti-Chokha of Bihar, Puran-
Poli from Maharashtra, Dhokla & Jalebi from Gujarat, 
Kashmiri Wazwan from J&K, Bhutte Ki Khees, Sabudana-
Kheer & Khichri from Madhya Pradesh, etc. 
Naqvi expressed confidence that just like the first “Hunar 
Haat”, which was organized in November last year at 
Pragati Maidan, the second “Hunar Haat” at Baba Kharak 
Singh Marg will also showcase rich and beautiful art/
skills of master artisans. The selected master artisans/
craftsmen belong to states such as UP (29), Rajasthan (9), 
Jammu and Kashmir (9), Gujarat (6), Manipur (3), Assam 
(2), Odisha (2) and Kerala, Telangana and Bihar etc. In 
“Bawarchikhana”, the people can enjoy food from states 
such as UP (3), Jammu and Kashmir (3), West Bengal (2), 
Gujarat (2) and Bihar, Maharashtra, Rajasthan etc.

INS Sarvekshak goes green; installs solar 
power system, 13 February 2017  

Indian Navy’s survey vessel INS Sarvekshak has gone 
green by installing a solar power system on board. 
Navy said the system, equipped on the ship, works on 

sunlight and hence is 100 per cent reliable for power source 
that can be used for communication equipment, battery 
charging and general lightings onboard round the clock 
with battery outputs during night.
The system is “maintenance free” whereas the diesel 
generator requires regular maintenance. 
The estimated profit generated in a ship service life of 25 
years is Rs 2.7 crore in this small project alone. Even if 
the system is used four 25 days in one year, the system 
can repay its cost in less than 10 years while protecting the 
nature. 

Navy claimed that by installing 5 KW solar power system, 
it avoids around 165kg of carbon a day, 60,225 kg of carbon 
a year plus 22,995 litres of diesel. 
So in its 25 years life the total carbon saved is around 15 
lakhs kg and 5.75 lakh litres of diesel by this innovation.

India’s first floating elementary school inau-
gurated on Manipur’s Loktak Lake,   
14 February 2017 

India’s first floating elementary school named Loktak 
Elementary Floating School was on 13 February 2017 
inaugurated at Langolsabi Leikai of Champu Khangpok 

floating village on Loktak Lake in Manipur.
Highlights of the Loktak Elementary Floating School

 # This first of its kind school was set up with an aim 
to provide education to drop out students as well as 
illiterate adults. 

 # It will provide education to around 40 children from 
Class I-III by engaging two local teachers. 

 # It was built under the initiative undertaken by All 
Loktak Lake Fisherman’s Union with the support of 
an NGO People Resources Development Association 
(PRDA). 

Background

 # The school was established to control the sudden high 
dropout rate of children living in the Champu Khangpok 
floating villages who were rendered homeless due to 
the recent evacuation of phumdis. 

 # More than 700 floating huts were removed by 
Loktak Development Authority as part of clearing 
encroachment in the lake under the Loktak Lake 
(Protection) Act, 2006. 

 # It had resulted in displacement of the fishing community 
and their children who were forced to discontinue their 
education. 

About Loktak lake 

 # Referred as the lifeline of Manipur, Loktak Lake is the 
largest freshwater lake in northeast India. 

 # It is famous for the phumdis or phumshongs, the 
assorted heap of vegetation, soil and organic matter at 
various stages of decomposition floating over it. 

 # It serves as a source of water for irrigation, drinking 
water and hydropower generation for the local people. 

 # Keibul Lamjao National Park is one of Phumdis in the 
lake. It was designated as a wetland of international 
importance under the Ramsar Convention in 1990 and 
was also listed under the Montreux Record in 1993.
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Palaniswami is AIADMK legislature party 
leader, OPS expelled, 14 February 2017  

In fast paced developments, Sasikala loyalist Edappady 
K Palaniswami was elected as Legislature Party Leader 
following the conviction of the AIADMK general 

secretary, who sacked rebel leader O Panneerselvam from 
the party’s primary membership. 
His election came at an emergency meeting called by 
Sasikala at a resort within hours of the Supreme Court 
upholding a Bengaluru trial court order convicting her in 
the disproportionate assets case, dealing a body blow to her 
hopes of becoming the Chief Minister.
Palaniswami, a known Sasikala loyalist and a five-time 
MLA, is the party’s strongman from Salem district and 
currently holds the portfolios of Highways, Public Works 
and Minor Ports.

He was Minister in the previous Jayalalithaa-led cabinet 
also and continued with the same portfolios.

NIELIT to communicate with students via 
Data Radio, 15 February 2017 

Government’s IT and Telecom training institute 
NIELIT has partnered with IT Company Data 
XGen Technologies to use its voice-based social 

messaging platform Data Radio to send communications to 
students enrolled with it.

NIELIT Director General Ashwini Kumar Sharma give a 
statement that NIELIT is set to notify all the existing and 
past students on day-to-day announcements through the 
Data Radio feature. With this unique feature of DataMail 
app, students will be getting alerts on examination 
schedules, result announcement links, details of various 
events, technology tips, etc on a regular basis. 
Data Radio is part of Indian email service DataMail created 
by Data XGen Technologies. NIELIT was formerly known 
as DOEACC society.
The voice-based social media messaging feature -- 
DataRadio - allows users to broadcast messages to their 
followers.

Govt gives green signal to merger of SBI,  
associate banks, 16 February 2017 

Seeking to create a global sized bank, the government 
gave go ahead to the merger plan of SBI and its five 
associate banks but did not take a decision with 

regard to Bharatiya Mahila Bank.
The Cabinet had earlier in-principle cleared the (merger) 
proposal. It had gone to the boards of various banks which 
have granted the approvals. The recommendations of the 
boards were considered today and the Cabinet cleared the 
proposal.

The associate banks which will be merged with SBI are: 
State Bank of Bikaner & Jaipur (SBBJ), State Bank of 
Mysore (SBM), State Bank of Travancore (SBT), State 
Bank of Patiala (SBP) and State Bank of Hyderabad (SBH).
With this merger, the SBI, with all these five subsidiaries 
merging in it, will also become a very large bank, not 
merely from a domestic point of view but actually a global 
player in its very size.
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With the merger of all the five associates, SBI is expected 
to become a global-sized bank with an asset base of Rs 37 
trillion (Rs 37 lakh crore) or over USD 555 billion, 22,500 
branches and 58,000 ATMs. It will have over 50 crore 
customers.
State Bank of India has about 16,500 branches, including 
191 foreign offices spread across 36 countries.
SBI first merged State Bank of Saurashtra with itself in 
2008. Two years later, State Bank of Indore was merged 
with it.

Piyush Goyal launches TAMRA Portal and 
Mobile Application to ensure transparent 
award of Statutory Clearances for Mining 
Operations, 16 February 2017 

Union Minister of State (IC) for Power, Coal, New 
& Renewable Energy and Mines, Piyush Goyal 
presided over the launching of the Transparency, 

Auction Monitoring and Resource Augmentation (TAMRA) 
Portal and Mobile Application, developed by the Ministry 
of Mines. It was simultaneously launched across 12 mineral 
rich States. Goyal also made an important announcement 
that the Government is planning on bringing amendments to 
mining rules to bring transparency in award of exploration 
and mining licences for the 100 identified off-shore mineral 
blocks soon.
 Informing the gathering about the salient features of 
TAMRA, Goyal said that with an objective to enhance 
transparency and accountability, as a part of the Ease of 
Doing Business in the Mining sector, TAMRA is a step 
to speed up mining activity in India and facilitate all the 
stakeholders to track the status of the statutory clearances 
associated with mining blocks for getting mines to reach 

till operationalisation for the same. It will be an interactive 
platform for all the stakeholders to compress the timelines 
for statutory and other clearances as it would help minimize 
the gestation period for commencing production.
Stressing on TAMRA’s features that would enhance 
transparency and accountability in Mining, Goyal stated that 
in case of delay in obtaining any clearances, TAMRA will 
send triggers to the concerned authority so that the remedial 
steps can be taken immediately by those responsible. The 
Ministry of Mines will also receive triggers generated by 
TAMRA, which will facilitate in expediting clearances 
in case the timelines set against each of the statutory 
clearances are not met. Further, the status of each of the 
clearances will be reflected on the portal. This portal also 
enables the successful bidder to give suggestions and 
other inputs for improving the current process of issuing 
Statutory clearances in the Mining Sector which would help 
to establish a participative and informative network among 
all stakeholders.
Balvinder Kumar, Secretary, Mines, earlier in his address, 
informed that TAMRA covers block-wise, state-wise and 
mineral-wise information of the mines to be auctioned, 
monitors various statutory clearances, and also highlights 
the additional resources generated through e-auction. 
Further, he also informed that e-auctions havesuccessfully 
been concluded for 21 mineral blocks put up for auction 
byvarious State governments with a total resource base of 
Rs. 93,190 crores. The total estimated revenueto the State 
governments through the process of e-auction stands at Rs. 
73,359 crores.  Out of this, the cumulative Royalty, District 
Mineral Fund (DMF) and National Mineral Exploration 
Trust (NMET) contribution works out to be Rs. 15,825 
crores (Rs. 14,130 crores, Rs. 1,413 crores and Rs.283 
crores, respectively).

Dr. Mahesh Sharma launches pre-loaded Sim 
Card for Tourists arriving in India on E-visa, 
16 February 2017 
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Dr. Mahesh Sharma, Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) for Tourism and Culture, launched the 
initiative of the Ministry of Tourism, Government 

of India for providing pre-loaded Sim Card to foreign 
tourists arriving in India on e-Visa. Addressing on the 
occasion, he said that this unique initiative will facilitate the 
foreign tourists in communicating with their acquaintances 
immediately after their arrival in India. Earlier, the Ministry 
of Tourism had also launched a 24 x 7 Tourist Helpline 
1800111363 in Twelve foreign languages so that the foreign 
tourists can get the required information in their own 
language. 

This initiative has been launched in association with Bharat 
Sanchar Nigam Ltd., (BSNL), wherein BSNL would 
distribute pre-loaded SIM Cards to foreign tourists arriving 
in India on e-Visa.  This facility will be initially available in 
the Indira Gandhi International Airport (T3 Terminal), New 
Delhi and later cover remaining 15 international airports, 
where e-Visa facility is currently available.
To avail pre-loaded Sim Card, BSNL will collect e-Visa 
copy and the first page of passport from foreign tourists 
on arrival at the airport. This facility is only available for 
tourists arriving in India on e-Visa.  Sim cards will be pre-
loaded with a value of Rs. 50 talk time and 50 MB data 
and will be activated on immediate basis so as to enable 
them use this facility instantly. This initiative is also aimed 
at providing connectivity to foreign tourists to enable them 
to stay in touch with their near and dear ones and also help 
them to contact with the 24x7 Multi lingual toll free helpline 
of Ministry of Tourism for any assistance and guidance 
during times of distress / medical emergency, etc.

ICAI, Railways ink pact for accrual-based 
financial statements, 17 February 2017

Chartered accountants’ apex body ICAI signed an 
agreement with the Indian Railways for moving its 
accounting system to the accrual format. 

Accrual based financial statement will support Indian 
Railways in better utilisation of available resources, 
estimation of future liabilities and prioritisation of spending. 
It will also pave way for best financial management practices 
to be introduced in Indian Railways. 
The pact is for introducing the accrual-based financial 
statement as an additional set of accounts to existing cash-
based government accounts. 
It has been entered into between ICAI Accounting Research 
Foundation (ICAI ARF) and the Indian Railways. The 
foundation is the research arm of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI).

India’s vaccine regulatory body NRAI gets 
highest WHO ratings, 20 February 2017 

The National Regulatory Authority of India (NRAI) 
has been given the maximum ratings by global 
health body World Health Organisation for vaccine 

regulations. WHO completed the assessment of the status 
of the Indian vaccine regulatory system against WHO 
NRA Global Benchmarking Tool (GBT) and measured the 
maturity of the system in India.
The assessment has been done in respect of 9 different 
functionalities and Indian NRA has been declared 
‘functional’ with a maturity level of 4 which is the highest 
level as per currently evolved definitions in respect of 5 
functions, and maturity level 3 in respect of 4 functions.
While, maturity level 4 indicates good results and sustained 
improvement trends, level 3 reflects systematic process 
based approach, early stage of systematic improvements, 
data availability regarding conformance to objectives and 
existence of improvement trends.



#Mahendra’s

neWs bytes STATE

40

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

APRIL/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

The policy aims at preventing distress sales of land by 
farmers and involving the land owners in decision making 
while locating the sites of development projects in the state. 
An online portal shall be created where any land owner may 
at any time make an offer to sell his land.
The Cabinet also approved a proposal for providing guarantee 
for a loan of Rs 876 crore to be taken by Haryana State 
Industrial and Infrastructure Development Corporation from 
HUDCO to acquire 365 acres of land for the Mass Rapid 
Transport System project between Gurugram and Manesar.
The project is of great strategic importance and Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has committed in-
principle to provide Rs 16,000 crore for the project.
The Cabinet took a farmer-friendly decision to cut short 
delays and repeated litigation in Khasra Girdawari, 
Mutations, Partition and demarcation revenue cases, by 
amending sections 13, 16, 20, 111, 113 and 118, besides 
inserting section 115A in the Punjab Land Revenue Act, 
1887.
The cabinet also approved amendments certain sections of 
the Punjab Security of Land Tenures Act, 1953, to ensure 
lease of agriculture land to private sector on long-term basis 
in such a way that farmers/land owners are not alienated from 
their ownership rights.

AP to host first National Women’s Parlia-
ment, 07 February, 2017 

Aiming to empower women, Andhra Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly is set to host the country’s first 
National Women’s Parliament in Amravati where it 

will connect over 10,000 higher secondary girls with eminent 
women personalities.

Burning Topics of the Month

1. Haryana government approves policy on 
land acquisition.

2. AP to host first National Women’s Par-
liament.

3. Gujarat becomes first State to establish 
cashless system for distribution of food 
grains.

4. Airbus signs MoU for setting up Centre 
of Excellence in Hyderabad.

5. Nagaland: Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
resigned.

STATE

Haryana government approves policy on 
land acquisition, 03 February, 2017

The Haryana government approved a policy on 
purchase of land voluntarily offered to government 
by farmers for development projects. A decision to 

this effect was taken in a meeting of the State Cabinet, which 
met under the chairmanship of Chief Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar Chandigarh.
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The three-day event will see girl students connecting with 
401 women legislators, 91 women Members of Parliament 
and 300 social and corporate women leaders of India and 
overseas.

The objective is to facilitate and enhance the network 
between eminent women personalities from diverse walks of 
life and more than 10,000 girl students who will participate 
from across the nation.
NWP will host sessions on Socio-political challenges in 
women empowerment and Women’s status and decision 
making power. It will be inaugurated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi over live video conference, in the presence 
of AP Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu and Speaker of 
Bangladesh Parliament, Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury.

Gujarat becomes first State to establish cash-
less system for distribution of food grains,  
11 February, 2017 

Gujarat in the first week of February 2017 became 
the first State in the country to establish a cashless 
system for distribution of food grains.

An announcement in this regard was made by the Union 
Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution 
Ram Vilas Paswan. 
Details related to Cashless System in FPSs of Gujarat

 # The Government of Gujarat installed Aadhaar Enabled 
Payment System in 17250 Fair Price Shops (FPSs), 
much before the targeted date of 31 March 2017.

 # Under this new system, the beneficiaries under the 
National Food Security Act, 2013 will need to carry only 
Aadhaar cards for getting their food grains.

 # This will help in establishing the identity of beneficiaries, 
help in stopping the leakages of grains at shop level and 
eradicating corruption in the Public Distribution System 
(PDS).

Reforming the FPS System in Gujarat

 # The Gujarat Government has partnered with common 
service centers (CSCs), a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) 
of the Union Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY), by offering 30 odd digital 
services through the FPSs. This partnership will enable 
consumers to get his/her rail, air and bus tickets reserved 
in fair price shops.

 # A beneficiary can also pay his mobile bill, a farmer can 
deposit crop insurance premium and LIC premium in 
these centers.

 # A farmer can get the Soil Health Card (SHC) and get 
registered for Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSSs).

 # The FPSs have been equipped with the necessary 
infrastructure to provide basic computer and internet 
services.

Background

 # The Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution Ram Vilas Paswan on 19 January 
2017 organized a meeting with State food ministers for 
establishing cashless system in the public distribution 
system across the country.

 # At the meeting, a majority of States agreed to provide 
cashless arrangements by 31 March 2017.

Airbus signs MoU for setting up Centre of 
Excellence in Hyderabad, 16 February, 2017  
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Airbus signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) for establishing a Centre of Excellence 
for aerospace skill development in Hyderabad, 

together with the Government of Telangana, National Skill 
Development Corporation India and AEROCAMPUS 
France. 
The Centre, which will come up at Begumpet Airport, will 
train candidates ranging from high school graduates to 
experienced aviation personnel on aircraft manufacturing, 
logistics, Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO), ground 
handling and special aviation processes. The Center will 
offer short-term refresher modules as well as long-term 
Certificate and Diploma courses that will find acceptability 
within the industry.
 It said the Center is expected to roll-out short-term courses 
this year, adding, it planned to upgrade it into a university 
over the next five years. The Telangana government will 
provide space for setting up the Center and arrange initial 
seed fund for the project. The National Skill Development 
Corporation will channelize the candidates to the Center. 

Nagaland: Chief Minister TR Zeliang re-
signed, 20 February, 2017

Nagaland Chief Minister TR Zeliang resigned as 
Chief Minister of the state on 19 February 2017. He 
resigned in the backdrop of widespread protests in 

the state, which was triggered due to government’s decision 
to reserve 33 percent seats for women in urban local bodies.
Zeliang’s resignation was accepted by the Governor PB 
Acharya. As per reports, the governor has asked Zeliang to 
continue till further arrangements were made.

In a statement, the Chief Minister’s Office (CMO) said 
Zeliang was stepping down and a consensus leader will be 
chosen on 20 February 2017 at Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
Legislature Party meeting. The NPF meeting will be followed 
by a meeting of DAN (Democratic Alliance of Nagaland) in 
Kohima.
In the 60-member assembly, the ruling Democratic Alliance 
of Nagaland comprises 48 NPF legislators, including 
suspended legislator Imkong Imchen, four of BJP MLAs and 
eight Independents.

As per reports, Neiphiu Rio, the former Chief Minister and 
sole MP from the state, appears to be a front-runner for the 
Chief Ministership. In the 60-member Assembly, Rio is said 
to be commanding the support of 49 MLAs, including eight 
Independents. 

At least three MLAs, including Speaker Chotisuh Sazo, are 
with party President Shurhozelie Liezitsu.
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. Indian railways inks pact with Italian  
railways for improving safety.

2. India to construct multi-ethnic tri-lin-
gual school in Lanka.

3. China tests missile with 10 nuclear war-
heads.

4. Prince Charles unveils Green App for 
Indian farmers.

5. US, Japan conduct test of joint missile.

6. India, Austria sign protocol amending 
tax treaty.

7. China to test its largest solar drone at 
high altitude.

8. Qatar Airways launched World’s longest 
scheduled commercial airline route. 

9. Cabinet approves signing of MoU India,  
Senegal in health.

10. Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo sworn in 
as Somali president.

11. Germany elects ‘anti-Trump’ Steinmeier 
as new president.

12. Tehmina Janjua becomes Pakistan’s first 
woman foreign secretary.

13. Mnuchin sworn in as US Treasury Secre-
tary.

14. India, UK signed bilateral MoU to allow 
more flights to boost tourism and trade.

15. India and Rwanda sign MoUs in innova-
tion, aviation, visa requirements.

iNTERNATONAl World Bank signs loan pact for engineering 
education, 02 February, 2017 

The World Bank has signed an agreement with the 
government to provide USD 201.50 million loan for 
quality engineering education across several states in 

India.

The loan agreement is part of the Technical Education 
Quality Improvement Project (TEQIP III), which is the third 
phase of a 15-20 year programme that started in 2002.
TEQIP III has supported 250 engineering institutes, 
including NIT Surathkal, College of Engineering Pune, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University Hyderabad and 
BIT Mesra.

Indian railways inks pact with Italian  
railways for improving safety,    
03 February, 2017

Indian Railways has inked a pact with Italian Railways 
for improving the safety level of the Indian carrier 
through a review of the infrastructure and transport 

management system.
The pact was signed by Renato Mazzoncini, CEO and 
Managing Director of Ferrovie dello Stato Italiane (Italian 
Railways) and A K Mittal, Chairman of Indian Railways.
The Memorandum of Understanding that Ferrovie dello 
Stato Italiane signed with Indian Railways represents the 
beginning of a close cooperation between two of the most 
prominent railway companies in the world.
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India to construct multi-ethnic tri-lingual 
school in Lanka, 03 February, 2017

India and Sri Lanka signed an agreement to construct a 
multi-ethnic tri-lingual school in a north central district 
of the island nation that would provide opportunities 

to Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim students to learn in a multi-
cultural environment.
The MoU was signed by India’s High Commissioner to Sri 
Lanka Taranjit Singh Sandhu and Secretary to the Ministry 
of Education Sunil Hettiarachchi.
The secondary school located in President Maithripala 
Sirisenas home district Polonnaruwa will be constructed 
using a grant of SLR 300 million from the Indian 
Government.
The project envisages construction of class rooms, 
laboratories and library, as well as procurement of furniture 
and other equipment.

China tests missile with 10 nuclear warheads, 
03 February, 2017 

China has reportedly tested a new version of a missile 
that can carry up to 10 nuclear warheads, signalling 
a major shift in its nuclear capability as Beijing 

gears up for a possible military showdown with the US 
under Trump Presidency.
Washington Free Beacon reported that the flight test of the 
DF-5C missile was carried out last month using 10 multiple 
independently targetable re-entry vehicles, or MIRVs. 
The test of the inert warheads was monitored closely by US 
intelligence agencies. 

The Dongfeng-5C missile, carrying 10 dummy warheads, 
was launched from the Taiyuan Space Launch Centre in 
Shanxi province, and flew to a desert in western China.
The missile is a new variant of the DF-5, an intercontinental 
ballistic missile that first went into service in the early 
1980’s.
For decades, the US has put the estimated number of 
warheads in China’s nuclear arsenal at about 250.

Prince Charles unveils Green App for Indian 
farmers, 04 February, 2017 

Prince Charles has unveiled a new Digital Green App 
for Indian farmers to help them sell their crops online 
as part of his charity initiatives directed at India.

The 68-year-old heir to Britain’s throne gave details of the 
app, which is part of the Rural Livelihoods Fund created by 
the British Asian Trust (BAT) last year, at the Trusts annual 
dinner in London .
He also said that the Trust is in the process of setting up 
a new “Development Impact Bond” aimed at childrens 
education in Gujarat and Rajasthan.
According to BAT, India has 25 per cent of the world’s 
small farms, around 118 million in total, and more than 50 
per cent of Indians rely on agriculture for their livelihoods.

US, Japan conduct test of joint missile,   
07 February, 2017 

The United States and Japan have conducted the 
first interception of a ballistic missile target using a 
jointly built system, amid heightened tensions over 

North Korea’s missile program. 
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The two nations have been working together since 2006 to 
develop a variant of the Standard Missile-3, a ship-launched 
missile that operates as part of the Aegis Ballistic Missile 
Defense System.
According to the US Missile Defense Agency the test  off 
Kauai in Hawaii saw the Standard Missile-3 “Block IIA” 
successfully hit its target in space.
According to the MDA, America has so far spent about USD 
2.2 billion on the system and Japan about USD 1 billion. 

India, Austria sign protocol amending tax 
treaty, 07 February, 2017 

India and Austria agreed to amend their existing bilateral 
taxation treaty to prevent tax evasion as well as enable 
mutual assistance. 

The protocol will broaden the scope of the existing 
framework of exchange of tax related information which 
will help curb tax evasion and tax avoidance between the 
two countries and will also enable mutual assistance in 
collection of taxes. 
It was signed by Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) 
Chairman on behalf of India and Embassy of Austria Charge 
d Affaires Georg Zehetner on behalf of Austria. 

Mumbai institute signs MOU with Kings Col-
lege London, 07 February, 2017 

To facilitate exchange of students between the UK 
and India, a management institute from Mumbai has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 

prestigious Kings College London.

The MOU was signed last week by Dr Indu Shahani, former 
Sherriff of Mumbai and Dean of the Indian School of 
Management and Entrepreneurship, Mumbai and Dr Joanna 
Newman, MBE, FRSA, Vice-Principal (International), 
Kings College London.
Dr Joanna Newman said the MOU would increase 
cooperation between Kings College and the Institute 
facilitating “our students to work with the institutes design, 
entrepreneurship and business ideas.”

India’s High Commissioner to the UK, Y K Sinha said India 
and UK have been collaborating successfully in various 
fields, particularly in the field of education.
Noting that India has recently set up 40 Skill Development 
Schools, Sinha said that UK can be helpful to India in this 
area.

Dr Sahani, who led the 38-member delegation of 
Educationists from India said that this is the first of many 
such collaborations that are in the pipeline.

China to test its largest solar drone at high 
altitude, 07 February, 2017 
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China will test the performance of the world’s second 
largest solar-powered drone in near-space flight this 
year. 

With a wingspan of more than 40 meters, wider than that of 
a Boeing 737 passenger plane, the rainbow series drone has 
just passed its first full-scale test flight, chief engineer of 
the China Academy of Aerospace Aerodynamics (CAAA) 
drone project . 
It is the second largest solar-powered drone in the world, 
beaten only by a model by NASA, Shi said, adding its 
performance index and technological capacity are among 
the most advanced in the world. 
The drone is capable of flying at an extremely high altitude 
for a long time and its maintenance is easy and simple. 
The chief engineer did not elaborate on details, but said 
such drones can usually ascend to an altitude of 20 to 30 
kilometers, and crusise at a speed of 150 to 200 km per hour. 
The unmanned aerial vehicle will be used mostly for airborne 
early warning, aerial reconnaissance, disaster monitoring, 
meteorological observation and communications relay.

Qatar Airways launched World’s longest 
scheduled commercial airline route,   
08 February, 2017

Qatar Airways on 5 February 2017 launched the world’s 
longest scheduled commercial airline route with the arrival 
of its flight from Doha to Auckland, New Zealand.
The airliner, a 259-seat Boeing 777-200LR, crossed 10 time 
zones before landing in Auckland early on 6 February 2017 
after taking off from Doha, covering a distance of 7848 
nautical miles. That is the furthest distance between any two 
cities linked by direct flights.
Emirates previously held the record for its route between 
Dubai and Auckland.

About Qatar Airways

 # Qatar Airways is the state-owned flag carrier of Qatar.
 # It was established on 22 November 1993.
 # The airway’s operations started on 20 January 1994. 

Amman was first served in May 1994.
 # The airline acquired a second-hand Boeing 747SP from 

Air Mauritius in 1996. It took delivery of the first A320 
powered by Aero Engines V2500 on lease from SALE 
in February 1999.

 # The company is headquartered in the Qatar Airways 
Tower in Doha.

 # The company employs more than 40000 people of 
whom 24000 work directly for Qatar Airways.

 # The carrier has been a member of the Oneworld alliance 
since October 2013.

Cabinet approves signing of MoU India,  
Senegal in health, 09 February, 2017 

The government approved signing of an agreement 
between India and Senegal in the field of health 
and medicine which includes cooperation in AIDS 

control, integrated disease surveillance and emergency 
relief.

A working group will be set up to further elaborate the 
details of cooperation and to oversee the implementation of 
this pact, as per the decision of the Union Cabinet.
The areas of cooperation include medical research, hospital 
management, drugs and pharmaceutical products and 
hospital equipments, traditional medicine and other areas 
of mutual interest.
The Cabinet was also apprised of the Framework Agreement 
between India and Vietnam on cooperation in the 
exploration and uses of outer space for peaceful purposes. 
The Framework Agreement was signed on September 3, 
2016.
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Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo sworn in as 
Somali president, 09 February, 2017 

Former Somali Prime Minister Mohamed Abdullahi 
Farmajo was sworn in as the president of the country. 
The indirect elections took place in Mogadishu’s 

secure airport compound after months of delays and threats 
from Islamist insurgents bent on derailing the process. The 
protracted vote began with 14,000 elders and prominent 
regional figures choosing 275 members of parliament and 
54 senators, who in turn chose whether to back President 
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud for a second term or one of 21 
rivals.

Farmajo, who holds degrees from the State University of 
New York in Buffalo, was prime minister for eight months 
before leaving the post in 2011. He had lived in the United 
States since 1985 when he was sent there with Somalia’s 
foreign affairs ministry.
Somalia is one of seven countries whose citizens have been 
temporarily banned from entering the US under the Trump 
administration. Farmajo, however, has a US passport.

Germany elects ‘anti-Trump’ Steinmeier as 
new president, 13 February, 2017 

Billed as Germany’s “anti-Trump”, centre-left former 
foreign minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier was 
elected as the new ceremonial head of state.

The 61-year-old, who regularly polls as Germany’s most 
popular politician, will represent the EU’s top economy 
abroad and act as a kind of moral arbiter for the nation.

His Social Democrats (SPD) hope the appointment will 
boost their fortunes just as their candidate Martin Schulz, the 
former European parliament president, readies to challenge 
Chancellor Angela Merkel in September elections.
Steinmeier received 931 of 1,239 valid votes after Merkel’s 
conservatives, lacking a strong candidate of their own, 
agreed to back him to replace incumbent Joachim Gauck, 
77, a former pastor from ex-communist East Germany.

Tehmina Janjua becomes Pakistan’s first 
woman foreign secretary, 14 February, 2017

Tehmina Janjua, Pakistan’s permanent representative 
to the UN in Geneva, has been appointed as the 
country’s first woman foreign secretary.

Janjua will replace incumbent foreign secretary Aizaz 
Ahmad Chaudhry, who will be taking charge as Pakistan’s 
new ambassador to the US.
Tehmina Janjua will assume the post of Foreign Secretary 
in the first week of March 2017.



#Mahendra’s

neWs bytes inTERnATiOnAL

48

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

APRIL/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Janjua is a seasoned diplomat with a career spanning over 
32 years. She holds Masters Degrees from Quaid-e-Azam 
University, Islamabad and Columbia University, New York.
Janjua has rich experience of working in bilateral and 
multilateral domains both at Headquarters and Missions 
abroad.

She also served as Spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Pakistan’s envoy to Italy.
At present she is serving as Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of Pakistan to the United Nations in Geneva 
since October 2015.

Mnuchin sworn in as US Treasury Secretary, 
14 February, 2017 

Investment banker and former Goldman Sachs executive 
Steven Mnuchin has been sworn in as the new Secretary 
of Treasury, filling a crucial position in US President 

Donald Trump’s economic team.
He was sworn in as the Treasury Secretary by Vice President 
Mike Pence soon after he was confirmed by the US Senate 
by a vote of 53 to 48 .
Mnuchin, 54, is the third former Goldman Sachs executive 
to become Treasury Secretary. The other two being Robert 
Rubin and Henry Paulson.
In this position, Mnuchin is expected to play a key role 
in the economic reforms that Trump plans to undertake to 
remove bureaucratic bottlenecks, simplify tax codes and 
make America an attractive investment destination.
House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady 
welcomed Mnuchin’s confirmation.
Mnuchin will be the principal economic advisor to Trump 
on domestic and international financial, economic, and tax 
issues.

India, UK signed bilateral MoU to allow more 
flights to boost tourism and trade,    
14 February, 2017

India and the United Kingdom (UK) in February 2017 
signed a bilateral Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to allow more flights to boost tourism and trade 

in both the countries.
The agreement was formally signed by Pusapati Ashok 
Gajapathi Raju and Lord Ahmad in New Delhi.
While Raju is the Union Minister of Civil Aviation, Lord 
Ahmad is a representative of the UK Government. He led 
a delegation of British companies for the 2017 CAPA India 
Aviation Summit, which was held for two days in Mumbai 
in the second week of February 2017.
Features of the MoU are –

 # The MoU seeks to ease restrictions on the number of 
scheduled flights between India and the UK.

 # As part of the agreement, limits on flights from key 
Indian cities including Chennai and Kolkata have been 
scrapped.

 # This measure will allow a greater range of flights for 
passengers while providing a boost to trade and tourism 
for both the countries.

 # The agreement also opened all destinations in the UK 
for Indian carriers for code share flights.

 # Reciprocally, the UK carriers can also operate code 
share flights to any international airport in India.

Trumps National Security Advisor Flynn re-
signs, 14 February, 2017 

President Donald Trumps embattled national security 
advisor Michael Flynn resigned, amid allegations 
that he discussed US sanctions against Russia with 

its envoy before Trumps inauguration.
Flynn’s resignation came after reports that the Justice 
Department warned the Trump administration last month 
that he misled administration officials regarding his 
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communications with the Russian ambassador to the US 
and was potentially vulnerable to blackmail by the Russians.
Flynn, one of the early backers of Trump during his 
presidential run, remained in the top position of National 
Security Advisor for just three weeks.
Flynn has been replaced by Lt General (rtd) Joseph Keith 
Kellogg as acting National Security Advisor.
Flynn, a retired Army lieutenant general, in his resignation 
letter released by the White House, apologised to President 
Trump and Vice President Mike Pence for briefing them 
with incomplete information on his talks with the Russian 
Ambassador before the swearing in.

Agreement between India and Croatia on 
Economic Cooperation, 15 February, 2017 

Agreement between the Government of the Republic 
of India and the Government of the Republic of 
Croatia on Economic Cooperation was signed by 

Commerce and Industry Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Government of India and Martina Dalic, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of the Economy, Government of 
the Republic of Croatia on 14th February, 2017 in Zagreb, 
Croatia.

India and Croatia had earlier signed an Agreement on Trade 
and Economic Cooperation in September, 1994 with an 
aim to promote and develop bilateral trade and economic 
relations. The present Agreement between India and Croatia 
would be a step in continuity as the last one expired in 
November, 2009.
India’s bilateral trade with the Republic of Croatia during 
2013-14, 2014-15 and 2015-16 were US$ 148.86 million, 
US$ 205.04 million and US$ 148.44 million respectively. 
The bilateral trade during the last three years has remained 
stable despite global slowdown.

L&T and MBDA establish Joint Venture for 
development of missile systems,    
16 February, 2017 

Engineering conglomerate Larsen and Turbo (L&T) 
on 13 February 2017 entered into a joint venture (JV) 
with European defence major MBDA to develop and 

produce new-generation tactical missiles. The JV named as 
L&T MBDA Missile Systems will be registered in India.
Besides being registered in India, the L&T MBDA Missile 
Systems will conduct business as an Indian Company and in 
accordance with the subject of Indian laws.
About the Joint Venture and Highlights

 # Initially, the two companies will develop and supply the 
fifth-generation, missiles for coastal defence batteries, 
anti-tank guided missiles (ATGM5s) and high-speed 
target drones for the Indian forces.

 # It will focus on business opportunities in the Missiles 
and Missile System domain.

 # The JV’s target prospects under the Buy (Indian – 
IDDM), Buy and Make (Indian) and Buy (Indian) 
categories of Defence Procurement



#Mahendra’s

neWs bytes inTERnATiOnAL

50

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

APRIL/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

 # The company will operate from a dedicated work 
centre that will include pyrotechnical integration and 
final checkout facilities.

Shareholding in the Joint Venture

Keeping in mind the FDI norms in defence, L&T will own 
51 per cent of the JV and the remaining 49 per cent will be 
held by the European company MBDA.
About Larsen & Toubro

Larsen & Toubro is an Indian multinational engaged in 
technology, construction, engineering, and manufacturing 
services with USD 16 billion in revenue. It also provides 
financial services. As of now, the company is functional in 
over 30 countries across the world.
About MBDA

MBDA is a defence major company with a significant 
presence in five European countries and within the USA. 
In 2015 MBDA achieved a turnover of 2.9 billion euros 
with an order book of 15.1 billion euros. With more than 90 
armed forces in its customer base, MBDA is a world leader 
in missiles and missile systems.
In addition to this, MBDA is the only European group that 
is capable of designing and producing missile and missile 
systems that match to the present and future operational 
needs of the three armed forces namely land, air and sea.
MBDA is jointly held by AIRBUS Group (37.5 per cent), 
BAE SYSTEMS (37.5 per cent) and LEONARDO (25 per 
cent).

Govt approves India-Rwanda Air Services 
Agreement, 16 February, 2017 

The Government approved signing of an Air Services 
Agreement (ASA) between India and Rwanda to 
allow the airlines of the two countries to operate 

services in each other’s territory.

Rwanda national carrier RwandAir has already announced 
its plans to launch its air services to India from the next 
fiscal with four flights per week to Mumbai.
The Union Cabinet, which met here under by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, has approved the signing of Air Services 
Agreement (ASA) between India and Rwanda.
The agreement would provide enabling environment for 
enhanced and seamless connectivity while providing 
commercial opportunities to the carriers of both the sides 
ensuring greater safety and security.
The agreement has the potential to spur greater trade, 
investment, tourism and cultural exchange between India 
and Rwanda, bringing it in tune with developments in the 
civil aviation sector.

India and Rwanda sign MoUs in innovation, 
aviation, visa requirements,    
20 February, 2017 

India and Rwanda signed three MoUs in innovation, 
aviation sectors and visa requirements during Vice 
President Hamid Ansari’s visit to the East African 

country.
In innovation, the two countries will set up an 
entrepreneurship development centre in Kigali while in 
aviation, Rwanda Air will start services to India in coming 
months and both countries will mutually exempt visa 
requirements of diplomatic and official passport holders.
Rwanda Prime Minister Anastase Murekezi said the three 
MoUs will boost economic and business ties.
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CSO revises GDP growth for 2015-16  
upwards to 7.9%, 01 February, 2017  

Government has marginally revised upwards GDP 
growth for 2015-16 to 7.9 per cent from the earlier 
estimate of 7.6 per cent after factoring in latest data 

on agriculture and industrial production.
According to the Central Statistics Office (CSO) data the 
real GDP or GDP at constant (2011-12) prices for 2015-16 
and 2014-15 stands at Rs 113.58 lakh crore and Rs 105.23 
lakh crore, respectively, showing growth of 7.9 per cent 
during 2015-16 and 7.2 per cent during 2014-15.
However, the figure for 2014-15 has remained unchanged at 
7.2 per cent in the second revision of the national accounts 
for the fiscal.
The estimates of GDP and other aggregates for 2012-13 to 
2014-15 have also undergone revision due to use of latest 
available data on agricultural production and industrial 
production.
Last year, CSO had estimated GDP growth rate for 2015-16 
and 2014-15 at 7.6 per cent and 7.2 per cent, respectively.
CSO said the Gross Value Added (GVA) at constant (2011-
12) basic prices grew at 7.8 per cent in 2015-16 as against 
6.9 per cent in 2014-15.

BSE makes stellar debut on NSE, lists at 
nearly 35% premium, 03 February, 2017 

Shares of BSE made a stellar debut at the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE), surging nearly 35 percent 
against the issue price of Rs 806.

Burning Topics of the Month

1. CSO revises GDP growth for 2015-16  
upwards to 7.9%.

2. BSE makes stellar debut on NSE, lists at 
nearly 35% premium.

3. Tata Motors to launch new TAMO 
brand.

4. Reserve Bank of India to soon put new 
Rs 100 banknotes in circulation ( RBI ).

5. IDFC Bank buys 5% stake in IIFL Hold-
ings for Rs 502 cr.

6. MobiKwik partners with Gujarat State 
Road Transport Corporation (GSRTC) 
for cashless journeys.

7. Uber launches UberHIRE in 9 Indian 
cities.

8. RBI leaves key rates unchanged at 6th bi 
monthly monetory  review.

9. Tata Steel UK signs 100 mn pound deal 
to sell unit to Liberty.

10. Google bags first city Station Wi-fi deal 
from Pune Smart City Development 
Corporation.

11. Travelport Appoints Tata Consultancy  
Services (TCS) as its Primary Technol-
ogy Partner.

12. Ford to Invest $1 Billion in Artificial 
Intelligence Start-Up.

13. Govt plans ‘Indradhanush 2.0’ for  
recapitalisation of public sector banks.

14. Reliance Defence signs warship repair 
pact with US Navy.

15. Govt allocates Rs 500 cr to India Post 
Payments Bank.

ECONOMY

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT
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The stock listed on NSE at Rs 1,085, reflecting a huge jump 
of 34.61 percent over the issue price. Later, it touched a 
high of Rs 1,200, up 48.88 percent.
On the volume front, over 15 lakh shares of the exchange 
were traded during the early trade on NSE. The combined 
market capitalisation of BSE-listed companies also hit a 
record high of Rs 115 lakh crore.
The issue by BSE, also the first share sale by a domestic 
stock exchange, was open to bidding on January 23-25. The 
IPO saw robust investor demand and was oversubscribed 
51.22 times.
During the initial share sale, shareholders offered 1.54 crore 
shares estimated to be worth around Rs 1,243.44 crore at 
the higher end of the price band. The price band was fixed 
at Rs 805-806.
BSE’s initial share sale is also the first this year after 26 
companies together garnered Rs 26,000 crore through IPOs 
in 2016, making it the best year for public offers since 2010.
The bourse is the world’s largest exchange by number of 
listed companies. Shares of nearly 3,000 companies trade 
on BSE, which was earlier known as the Bombay Stock 
Exchange.
It is the world’s 10th largest exchange by market 
capitalisation.

Tata Motors to launch new TAMO brand,  
04 February, 2017

Tata Motors Ltd will introduce a new brand called 
TAMO, which will incubate new technologies and 
make cars to meet expectations of consumers, as the 

Indian carmaker aims to future-proof its business.
Automakers, in recent years, have come under pressure from 
ride-sharing companies such as Uber, and technology giants 
Google and Apple are investing in building autonomous car 
technologies.
TAMO will contribute to the repositioning of the Tata 
Motors brand, Managing Director Guenter Butschek told 
reporters at an event in Mumbai.

The first car under the TAMO brand will be launched at the 
Geneva Motor show in March.
Tata Motors also said it would reduce the number of car 
platforms from six to two, which will be introduced in 2018, 
to increase production efficiency and reduce costs.

Reserve Bank of India to soon put new Rs 100 
banknotes in circulation ( RBI ),    
04 February, 2017

The Reserve Bank will soon put into circulation new Rs 100 
banknotes which will be similar to the design of the ones in 
Mahatma Gandhi Series-2005.
Accordiong to RBI  notification, the Reserve Bank will 
shortly issue Rs 100 denomination banknotes+ in the 
Mahatma Gandhi Series-2005, with the inset letter R in both 
the number panels, bearing the signature of Dr Urjit R Patel, 
Governor, Reserve Bank of India.
The year of printing ‘2017’ will be on the reverse of the 
banknote.
A note of Rs.100:- 

 # A new note of Rs 100 will be issued by RBI under 
Mahatma Gandhi Series – 2005.

 # In these new notes of Rs 100, the inset letter ‘R’ is 
written behind the serial number where  “R” will be 
embossed.

 # In other features of note number panel will increased 
the size & in ascending order.

 # The bleed line and large signature will be shown 
directly on notes.

RBI said the design of these banknotes to be issued now are 
similar in all respects to the Rs 100 banknotes in Mahatma 
Gandhi Series- 2005 issued earlier.
Among the features of the banknotes, there would be 
ascending size of numerals in the number panels, bleed 
lines, and enlarged identification mark on the obverse.
All the banknotes in the denomination of Rs 100 issued by 
the Bank in the past will continue to be legal tender.

IDFC Bank buys 5% stake in IIFL Holdings 
for Rs 502 cr, 07 February, 2017

Private lender IDFC Bank picked up a 5 per cent stake 
in financial services major IIFL Holdings for over Rs 
502 crore through an open market transaction. 
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The shares were offloaded by Copthall Mauritius Investment 
Ltd. According to bulk deal data available with BSE, IDFC 
Bank purchased 15,853,000 shares, amounting to 4.99 per 
cent stake, of IIFL Holdings. 
The shares were purchased on an average price of Rs 317 
valuing the transaction at Rs 502.54 crore. 
As of December quarter, Copthall Mauritius Investment 
held 5.13 per cent in IIFL Holdings. 
During October-December of the current fiscal, IIFL 
Holdings reported a 62 per cent jump in consolidated net 
profit at Rs 222 crore. It had posted a net profit of Rs 137.2 
crore in the year-ago period.

MobiKwik partners with Gujarat State Road 
Transport Corporation (GSRTC) for cashless 
journeys, 07 February, 2017

Aligned with the Central Government’s objective to 
promote cashless transactions, Gujarat’s Minister 
of Transport Vallabhbhai Kakadiya launched the 

new, cashless Gujarat State Road Transport Corporation 
(GSRTC), a state owned corporation for passenger transport 
providing bus services in Gujarat and neighbouring states.
GSRTC has partnered with Indian mobile wallet major, 
MobiKwik to introduce digital ticket payment across 
its fleet of 8000 passenger buses. The tie-up will enable 
commuters to book tickets by scanning a QR code within 
seconds without standing in queues.
Vallabhbhai Kakadiya, Gujarat’s Minister of Transport said 
that India is changing and digital is the new way to pay. 
GSRTC is among the first few transport departments in 
India to adapt to this. MobiKwik-powered payments will 
help commuters across Gujarat in paying securely in one 
step through their mobile phones and matching steps with 
the new age India. 
Commuters can make secure payments across GSRTC buses 
by scanning the QR code in their MobiKwik application. 
MobiKwik is also training the entire staff of GSRTC to 
ensure a convenient digital payment experience.

Uber launches UberHIRE in 9 Indian cities, 
07 February, 2017

Uber launched a new service called UberHire in 
9 Indian cities. The new category will allow 
customers to hire a taxi for an entire day, make 

multiple stops and cover several destinations at one go.

With the introduction of the service, the American company 
has made its first foray into the hourly rental cab market.
Key Highlights

 # The time-based taxi service aims to reach out to tourists, 
senior citizens who need to make trips punctuated with 
multiple stopovers and business travellers who have 
multiple meetings in one city.

 # Customers will be able to hold their cabs for up to 12 
hours.

 # The total fare for a trip will be calculated on the basis of 
the distance covered and the trip duration.

 # The minimum fare ranges between Rs 449-649 till 
up to 2 hours or 30 km, after which the user will be 
charged at a rate of Rs 2 per minute or Rs 12 per km.

 # The pricing and cancellation charges may vary from 
city to city.

 # The service is currently available only through cash 
payment.

 # It had a pilot run in Kochi, following which it 
was launched in cities including New Delhi, 
Mumbai, Chennai, Bangalore, Ahmedabad, Nagpur, 
Visakhapatnam and Pune.

 # More cities will be included in the service in the coming 
few weeks. 

Ola, Uber’s local rival in India had launched a similar 
service called ‘Rentals’ in August 2016 in 85 Indian cities. 
However, the company is yet to reveal how successful the 
service was for it in the past six months.
Uber as of now is present in around 20 cities in India. It 
rolled out its newest feature in 8 cities where it has its 
biggest customer base. The new category has already been 
made available on the Uber app.

HDFC Bank, KMB go live with Bharat Bill 
Payment System, 08 February, 2017

Private sector lenders HDFC Bank and Kotak 
Mahindra Bank getting live with the Bharat Bill 
Payment System (BBPS) that is aimed at easing 

utility and other repetitive bill payments for consumers.
The BBPS is a centralised system created by the National 
Payments Corporation, involving banks and non-banks 
and allows agents to access bill payments services in an 
interoperable manner.
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A customer can pay multiple bills from a single platform 
without the hassle of visiting multiple websites or issuing 
individual cheques, or also registering billers with her bank 
for standard instructions for debit.
BBPS introduced by NPCI is a seamless payment platform 
that offers speed and convenience to pay all types of bills, 
adding the service will soon be made available for non-bank 
customers as well.
The bank has introduced the service on its net banking page 
at present and plans to offer it on mobile banking next.
Kotak Mahindra Banks chief digital officer Deepak Sharma 
termed the BBPS as an aggregator of bill aggregators which 
will serve to be a game-changer in the payments landscape 
as hundreds of billers will get added.

RBI leaves key rates unchanged at 6th bi 
monthly monetory  review, 08 February, 2017

The Reserve Bank of India sprung a surprise and did 
not deliver the expected 25 basis points cut in repo 
rate, its key policy rate, at the conclusion of its sixth 

bimonthly meet. The repo rate will remain at 6.25 per cent.
Stock markets plunged as soon as news broke that the 
expected cut in repo rate did not come about. The BSE’s 
sensitive index Sensex which was down about 47 points a 
few minutes before the release of the policy plunged another 
120 points within a minute of the policy’s release.
All six members of the monetary policy committee voted in 
favour of the decision to keep rates on hold. All decisions 
that have been taken so far have been unanimous.

The RBI said in its statement that the decision of the MPC 
is consistent with a neutral stance of monetary policy in 
consonance with the objective of achieving consumer price 
index (CPI) inflation at 5 per cent by Q4 of 2016-17 and the 
medium -term target of 4 per cent within a band of +/- 2 per 
cent, while supporting growth.
On its inflation outlook, the RBI said that, inflation is 
projected to be in the range of 4.0 to 4.5 per cent in the first 
half of the financial year and in the range of 4.5 to 5.0 per 
cent in the second half with risks evenly balanced around 
this projected path.
It added that, in this context, it is important to note three 
significant upside risks that impart some uncertainty 
to the baseline inflation path – the hardening profile of 
international crude prices, volatility in the exchange rate 
on account of global financial market developments, which 
could impart upside pressures to domestic inflation, and 
the fuller effects of the house rent allowances under the 7th 
Central Pay Commission (CPC) award which have not been 
factored in the baseline inflation path.
The focus of the Union budget on growth revival without 
compromising on fiscal prudence should bode well for 
limiting upside risks to inflation.
The RBI has projected GDP growth in the current fiscal at 
6.9 per cent but expects growth to recover sharply in the 
next fiscal (2017-18) and reach 7.4%.

Tata Steel UK signs 100 mn pound deal to sell 
unit to Liberty, 09 February, 2017

Tata Steel said it has signed a definitive agreement to 
sell Speciality Steel business in the UK to Liberty 
House Group for 100 million pounds (about Rs 840 

crore). 
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The UK-based Liberty House Group, led by Indian-origin 
executive chairman Sanjeev Gupta, said the deal secures the 
future of around 1,700 jobs directly, and thousands more in 
the supply chain and regional economy.
Acquiring Tata’s Speciality Steels business in South 
Yorkshire and West Midlands, which manufactures high 
quality steel for some of the UK’s world leading industries 
such as aerospace and automotive is a great opportunity for 
Liberty House. 
The deal will make Liberty House one of the largest steel 
and engineering employers in the UK, with more than 
4,000 workers at plants located across Britain’s industrial 
heartlands. 

Google bags first city Station Wi-fi deal from 
Pune Smart City Development Corporation, 
10 February, 2017

Internet major Google has won its first city Wi-Fi deal 
in collaboration with companies like IBM, Larsen 
& Toubro (L&T) and RailTel from Pune Smart City 

Development Corporation Limited (PSCSCL), a special 
purpose (SPV) vehicle formed for the smart city mission 
in the city.
The latest contract is valued at Rs 150 crore, and includes 
capital expenditure, operating expenditure and revenue 
sharing.The work order was given on January 6 this year 
15-20% revenue generated through this city-wide Wi-Fi 
network will be shared with the authority.
Under the contract, Google will help monetize the city Wi-
Fi network, and will deploy Google Station platform, which 
has WiFi network management capability, and focuses on 
monetisation to make WiFi self-sustainable. RailTel, on 

the other hand, will provide lat-mile fiber connectivity on 
need basis to enable Wi-Fi hotspots at around 200 strategic 
locations across the city.
With Google Station platform the company is extending 
its Wi-Fi service beyond railway stations to places that 
frequented by a large number of people such as malls and 
transit stations, and in social hangout locations such as cafes 
and universities. It previously said to be partnering with 
large venues and organizations, network operators, fiber 
providers, system integrators and infrastructure companies 
to provide Wi-Fi in city areas.
Google has been working with RailTel and Indian Railways 
to provide high-speed Wi-Fi at 400 railway stations 
throughout the country. So far, over 100 railway stations 
have been equipped with Wi-Fi hotspots.
Besides Wi-Fi, Google is also working with RailTel and 
L&T for variable message displays (VMD) that will be used 
to deliver important information and messages across 161 
locations in the city.

Travelport Appoints Tata Consultancy  
Services (TCS) as its Primary Technology 
Partner, 10 February, 2017

Travelport, a leading Travel Commerce Platform 
providing distribution, technology, payment and 
other solutions for the global travel industry has 

named Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) as its primary 
technology partner. TCS is a part of the Tata Group and 
a leading global IT services, consulting and business 
solutions organization with over 378,000 highly trained IT 
consultants in 45 countries.
The appointment of TCS follows an extensive selection 
process during which several of the world’s premier IT 
development companies were assessed on their ability 
to deliver unrivalled IT services. TCS was selected in 
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recognition of its extensive domain strengths in the global 
travel industry and its ability to work alongside Travelport 
with transformative intent and provide scale in application 
engineering and assurance services.  
TCS will partner with Travelport to innovate and shape a 
superior customer experience through the power of digital 
technologies. Travelport will also leverage TCS’ extensive 
mathematical and digital expertise to accelerate the benefits 
of data and analytics in its business. 
Through this appointment, Travelport has significantly 
rationalised the number of third party IT development 
companies it works with, resulting in both a concentration 
of spend and increased domain knowledge expertise as well 
as creating additional funding for strategic research and 
development projects (R&D). At the same time, Travelport 
is also consolidating its wholly-owned US operations into 
two centres of excellence in Atlanta and Denver.

Ford to Invest $1 Billion in Artificial Intelli-
gence Start-Up, 11 February, 2017 

One of the oldest automakers in the United States is 
making a billion-dollar bet that one day, owning a 
car may not be a necessity of American life.

Ford Motor announced its plans to invest $1 billion over 
the next five years in Argo AI, an artificial intelligence 
start-up formed in December that is focused on developing 
autonomous vehicle technology.

Govt plans ‘Indradhanush 2.0’ for  
recapitalisation of public sector banks,   
13 February, 2017

Government plans to come out with ‘Indradhanush 
2.0’, a comprehensive plan for recapitalisation of 
public sector lenders, with a view to make sure 

they remain solvent and fully comply with the global capital 
adequacy norms, Basel-III. 
‘Indradhanush 2.0’ will be finalised after completion of the 
Asset Quality Review (AQR) by the Reserve Bank, which 
is likely to be completed by March-end. 
The RBI had embarked on the AQR exercise from 
December 2015 and asked banks to recognise some top 
defaulting accounts as non-performing assets (NPAs) and 
make adequate provisions for them. It has had a debilitating 
impact on banks’ numbers and their stocks. The central 
bank has set a deadline of March 2017 to complete the AQR 
exercise. 
Post Asset Quality Review (AQR) exercise by the RBI to 
clean up the balance sheets of PSBs, the numbers are being 
re-looked at and a revised programme of capitalisation will 
be issued as part of ‘Indradhanush 2.0’. 
Under Indradhanush roadmap announced in 2015, the 
government had announced to infuse Rs 70,000 crore in 
state-run banks over four years while they will have to raise 
a further Rs 1.1 lakh crore from the markets to meet their 
capital requirement in line with global risk norms, known 
as Basel-III. 
In line with the plan, public sector banks were given Rs 
25,000 crore in 2015-16, and similar amount has been 
earmarked for the current fiscal. Besides, Rs 10,000 crore 
each would be infused in 2017-18 and 2018-19. 
The government has already announced fund infusion of Rs 
22,915 crore, out of the Rs 25,000 crore earmarked for 13 
PSBs for the current fiscal. Of this, 75 per cent has already 
been released to them.
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 #  China launches commercial rocket mission Kuaizhou-1A
 #  The rocket Kuaizhou-1A (KZ-1A) has sent three satellites into space in its first commercial mission.
 #  The rocket, carrying the satellite JL-1 and two CubeSats XY-S1 and Caton-1, blasted off from northwestern China’s 

Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center.
 # China launches longest bullet train
 # China launched its longest bullet train “Shangri-la of the World” from Kunming, capital of southwest Chinas 

Yunnan Province to Beijing, expanding its high speed train network to about 20,000 kms connecting almost all 
provinces.

 # The train left Kunming at 11:05 am on a 2,760-km trip to Beijing, which takes about 13 hours.
 # World’s highest bridge inaugurated in China

 # China inaugurated the world’s highest bridge that rises 565 metres above the Nizhu river canyon and connects the 
southern provinces of Yunnan and Guizhou.

 # The construction of the Beipanjiang bridge, 1,341 metres in length, began in 2013 and ended in September.
 # China launches two high-resolution remote sensing satellites 
 # China successfully launched a pair of high-resolution remote sensing satellites to get commercial images.
 # The satellites were launched from the Taiyuan Satellite Launch Centre in Shanxi Province.
 # The satellites, SuperView-1 01/02, blasted off at 11:23 am Beijing time on the back of a Long March 2D rocket.
 # They are able to provide commercial images at 0.5-meter resolution.
 # The satellites launch followed release of a white paper yesterday which said China plans to form a BeiDou network 

consisting of 35 satellites for global navigation services by 2020. 
 # It is expected to compete with America’s Global Positioning system.

major reCent 
aCtivities by CHina

major reCent aCtivities by CHina
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Branch Name Phone Number

Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136
Ahmedabad 9227575027
Ajmer 9261503888
Aligarh 7706008037
Allahabad 9235253403
Alwar 9521177944
Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816
Ambikapur 8823868882
Amritsar 9646606160
Asansol 7076880723
Azamgarh 9208242842
Badaun 9627671787
Bahraich 9208249852
Balasore 9583185223
Ballia 9208243152
Banda 9554334847
Bangalore 9538712808
Bareilly 9235253431
Basti 7706008031
Berhampur 9078907945
Bhagalpur 9204363221
Bhilai-Durg 8878783345
Bhopal 9229174901
Bhopal-Lalghati 9229174902
Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352
Bijnor 7706008027
Bilaspur 8878817515
Bulandshahr 7706008030
Chandigarh 9256002024
Chennai 8939777224
Coimbatore 8110967668
Cuttack 7894013095
Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620
Dehradun 9236510116
Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515
Delhi Kingsway 9268561517
Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952
Delhi Munirka 9210092245
Delhi Rohini 9250239674
Deoria 9208248122
Dhanbad 9204979723/24
Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987
Etah 9208237386
Faizabad 9235253421
Faridabad 9643396140
Farrukhabad 7706008029
Fatehpur 9554330811
Firozabad 9208235736
Gaya 9204311416
Ghaziabad 9212229752/24
Ghazipur 9208244539
Gonda 9208250778
Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892
Gurgaon 9643396139
Guwahati 8134935078
Gwalior 9229174910
Haldwani 9208256021
Hardoi 9208248208
Haridwar 7706008034
Hisar 9253678050
Hoshangabad 8358831338
Hyderabad 9247749865 /8790034792
Hyderbad- Dilsukh 
Nagar

7032410704/ 9032168413

Indore- 
Bhawarkuan 7581800954

Indore 7581800952
Jabalpur 9229174905
Jaipur 9261601713/ 9261518894
Jammu 9419305561
Jamshedpur 8877187640
Jaunpur 9208244355
Jhalandhar 8557088164
Jhansi 9235253424
Jodhpur 9636512855
Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484
Kanpur 
Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133
Karnal 8930175568
Kolkata 8017652042/45
Kurukshetra 9253678053
Lakhimpur 9208251562
Lucknow 
Alambagh PO 9235253521
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Lucknow 
Alambagh Ssc 9235253438/66

Lucknow 
Bhootnath

9235253528

Lucknow Gomti 
Nagar

9235253548

Lucknow 
Mahanagar PO

9235253443

Lucknow 
Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028
Mainpuri 9208241450
Mathura 9208235067
Meerut 9235253448
Mirzapur 9208243884
Moradabad 9235253442
Mumbai 9221944071
Muzaffarnagar 7706008032
Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614
Nagpur 9272273686
Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073
Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626
Noida 9953948834
Orai 9208237457
Patiala 9780859721
Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02
Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11
Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660
Pune 9225231629
Raebareilly 9235253412
Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438
Rajkot 9979316870
Rampur 9208255388
Ranchi 9204855313
Rewa 7415690904/ 7415690846
Rohtak 8930403886
Roorkee 7706008033
Sagar 7509219781
Saharanpur 9235253445
Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148
Shahjahanpur 9208256201
Shimla 8894100342
Siliguri 7602742939
Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514
Sultanpur 9208252915
Surat 9537360459
Tirupati 9581933099
Trivandrum 9645415029
Unnao 9208242493
Vadodara 9537589477
Varanasi 9235253419
Vijaywada 8886309897
Vishakapatnam 9966593419
Warangal 8142230661
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 # BIMSTEC: Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation.
 # Members: Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan and Nepal.
 # India will host the first-ever meeting of national security chiefs of BIMSTEC member countries to discuss action 

against terrorism, extremism and radicalisation.
 # The decision was taken during the 17th BIMSTEC Senior Officials Meeting (SOM).
 # The regional grouping meeting, discussed progress in several key initiatives in trade and investment, energy, 

technology, fisheries, climate change, culture, people-to-people contacts and other sectors.
 # This marked an important step forward to realise the action oriented agenda for BIMSTEC agreed by the leaders at 

their Retreat hosted by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Goa in October 2016.
 # India, as the lead country in the areas of counter terrorism and trans-national crime, environment, transport and 

tourism sectors, offered several important initiatives in these areas.
 # India will also be hosting an international conference on countering radicalisation.
 # To boost regional connectivity, India will organise a meeting of the Working Group to finalise the BIMSTEC Motor 

Vehicles Agreement.
 # An MOU on grid interconnection has also been finalised to facilitate electricity trade in the region.
 # The Trade Negotiating Committee would take up trade and trade facilitation matters.
 # Given the regions vulnerability to natural calamities, India will also organise the first annual disaster management 

exercise.
 # A Task Force on Traditional Medicine has been created that would meet in India to work on strengthening the role 

of traditional medicine for holistic health care.
 # A network of BIMSTEC tour operators would be organised in India to boost tourism through measures such as 

composite tour packages.
 # This meeting would also make preparations for the 4th BIMSTEC Summit to be hosted by Nepal by the end this 

year.

 1st bimsteC national seCUrity 
CHiefs meeting (national): in 

inDia

 1st bimsteC national seCUrity CHiefs meeting (national): 
in inDia
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 # The Ministry is implementing various crop development schemes for increasing production and productivity of the 
crops in the country, which are-

 # National Food Security Mission(NFSM) on rice, wheat, pulses, coarse cereals and Commercial Crops (cotton, jute 
& sugarcane); Bringing Green Revolution to Eastern India (BGREI) and Crop Diversification Programme(CDP). 

 # Under these schemes, scientific crop production technologies are being promoted at the farmers’ field. 
 # At least 30% of the cluster demonstrations under NFSM and BGREI are being conducted by adopting cropping 

system approach to utilize the rice fallow area for pluses cultivation. 
 # Assistance is given to farmers for promoting Integrated Pest Management and soil ameliorants etc. through State 

Government. 
 # The Commercial Crops (cotton/jute/sugarcane) primarily focus on cropping system approach for transfer of 

technology in the approved States. 
 # Besides, Crops Diversification Programme is being implemented in original green revolution states viz. Punjab, 

Haryana and in Western UP to diversify paddy area towards less water requiring crops.
 # Under NFSM and BGREI there is provision of ‘Cropping system based Training’ of farmers which includes four 

sessions i.e. 

 # one before kharif and rabi season, 
 # one each during kharif and rabi season. 
 # Under this programme, training of farmers is imparted by Crop/Subject matter specialist of ICAR Institute/SAUs /

KVKs to create awareness about the new high yielding varieties/hybrids and new practices. 
 # A group of 30 farmers in each session and participants in all four sessions remain same. 
 # Central assistance of Rs. 14000/-per training (Rs. 3500/-per session) is made available.

faCilities to 
farmers-i

faCilities to farmers-i
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 # The Per Drop More Crop component of PMKSY is implemented with the objective of enhancing Water Use 
Efficiency. 

 # The scheme is farmer centric and assistance is provided to the farmers for adopting precision irrigation technologies.
 # The scheme has been approved with an outlay of Rs. 50,000 Crore for a period of 5 years (2015-16 to 2019-20). 
 # During 2015-16, Rs. 7298.7 Crore were released under the above components of NMSA through all concerned 

implementing Ministries/ Departments. 
 # The Government is implementing “Strengthening and Modernization of Pest Management Approach in India” 

through 35 Central Integrated Pest Management Centres (CIPMCs) across the country with an aim to promote 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach. 

 # CIPMCs inter alia, produce biological agents to promote bio-pesticides as an alternative to chemical pesticides.
 # These activities are implemented through Farmers Field Schools (FFSs), 2 days and 5 days training programmes.
 # National Mission on Oilseeds and Oil Palm (NMOOP) programme is under implementation since 2014-15. 
 # The various interventions of this Mission are implemented through the State Government. 
 # Under this programme the Transfer of Technology (TOT) component, the assistance is provided to states for 

conducting Farmers Training programme, in which training is provided to the farmers and extension workers 
educating the farmers to avail the benefits of the NMOOP programme. 

 # An assistance of Rs. 24,000/- per training of 3 days for farmers and Rs. 36,000/- per training of 2 days for extension 
workers are available under NMOOP.

faCilities to 
farmers-ii                        

faCilities to farmers-ii
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 #  The Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH), envisages production and productivity 
improvement of horticulture crops like fruits (including Apple) and vegetables through various interventions. 

 #  Capacity buildings of farmers and technicians are also provided for adopting improved technologies. 
 #  Scheme also envisages creation of infrastructure for post harvest management (PHM) and marketing for better 

price realization of produce. 
 #  Under MIDH, in certain components like cultivation of flowers in open field and horticulture mechanization there is 

a provision to provide higher rate of assistance for small and marginal farmers for upliftment of small and marginal 
farmers. 

 #  Under MIDH, subsidy is provided to the farm size limited to 4 ha in majority of the intervention. 
 # The Government has taken several steps to improve marketing facilities for farmers, which includes development of 

alternative marketing channels with private sector partnership.
 #  Further, to enhance transparency in the transactions, the Government has launched a scheme called National 

Agriculture Market (e-NAM) on 14.04.2016. 
 #  The scheme aims to create a unified agri-marketing portal for online trading of agri-produce. 
 #  With online bidding, transparency and competition in APMC transactions is bound to increase. 
 #  This scheme is farmer focussed and would help fetch better prices to the farmers for their produce. 
 #  Capacity building and awareness campaigning for all stakeholders is done regularly. 
 #  So far, 250 markets from 10 States have been integrated with e-NAM.

faCilities to 
farmers-iii                        

faCilities to farmers-iii
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Reliance Defence signs warship repair pact 
with US Navy, 13 February, 2017 

Months after India and US signed a key logistics 
pact, Reliance Defence and Engineering 
announced an agreement with the American Navy 

for repair and alteration services for warships of the largest 
forward- deployed Seventh Fleet operating in the region.
The Seventh Fleets area of responsibility includes the 
Western Pacific and Indian Ocean and at any given time 
there are roughly 50¬70 ships and submarines, 140 aircraft 
and approximately 20,000 sailors under its command.
A statement by the Reliance Infrastructure (RInfra) 
controlled RDEL said it has signed the Master Ship Repair 
Agreement (MSRA) with US Navy.

Govt allocates Rs 500 cr to India Post Pay-
ments Bank, 14 February, 2017 

Government has allocated Rs 500 crore to India Post 
Payments Bank for financial year 2017-18 as it 
gears up to set up 650 branches across country by 

September 2017.

Government has allocated Rs 125 crore as “capital infusion 
into corporate entity for India Post Payments Bank” and 
Rs 375 crore as “grant in aid to India Post Payments Bank 
(IPPB)”, as per Output-Outcome Framework for Schemes 
2017-18 for the Department of Posts.
India Posts is the second entity to roll out payments bank -- 
though on a pilot basis -- in Raipur and Ranchi, after Airtel 
that has earmarked Rs 3,000 crore as initial investment for 
pan-India operations with an interest rate of 7.25 per cent 
on deposits.

Bharti Airtel completes acquisition of Augere 
Wireless, 17 February, 2017 

Telecom operator Bharti Airtel today said that it 
has completed acquisition of Augere Wireless -- a 
company which holds one slot of 2,300 Mhz band 

spectrum in Madhya Pradesh circle.
“The merger of Augere Wireless Broadband India Private 
Limited (Augere), a wholly-owned subsidiary into Bharti 
Airtel Limited (Airtel) has been completed,” Bharti Airtel 
said in a BSE filing.
Augere holds 20 Mhz of spectrum in 2,300 Mhz band in 
Madhya Pradesh service area, which includes Chhattisgarh, 
to be used for 4G services. The company had won this 
spectrum for Rs 124.66 crore in 2010 but has not rolled out 
services.

RBI to reimburse banks MDR charges effec-
tive January 1, 17 February, 2017  
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The Reserve Bank will start reimbursing MDR charges 
to banks for payments made since January 1 through 
debit cards by citizens, in line with the government’s 

move to further digital solutions.
In December 2016, the government had decided to absorb 
the merchant discount rate (MDR) charges in respect of 
debit card transactions for making payments to it. The move 
was aimed to encourage people to use digital payments post 
demonetisation.
“In order to operationalize the (government’s direction), the 
Reserve Bank will reimburse banks MDR on debit cards 
used for payment of tax and non-tax dues to the government 
of India with effect from January 1, 2017,” the central bank 
said in a notification.
Banks have been asked to forward their claim for 
reimbursement of MDR along with statutory auditor’s 
certificate, as in the case of agency commission claims, to 
RBI’s Nagpur office on a quarterly basis.
Also, the banks will have to certify that MDR charges for 
transaction amounts up to Rs 1 lakh have not been collected 
from the payer.
The banks have been asked to file claim by April 30 for the 
quarter ending March 2017.

Tata Motors, Microsoft India signed strategic 
agreement to leverage IoT & AI,    
20 February, 2017

Tata Motors and Microsoft India on 16 February 
2017 announced the signing of a strategic agreement 
to redefine connected and personalized driving 

experiences for Indian customers.

The agreement was signed in the presence of Guenter 
Butschek, CEO & MD of Tata Motors and Anant 
Maheshwari, President, Microsoft India.

Features of the Agreement

 # Under the agreement, Tata Motors will leverage 
Microsoft’s connected vehicle technologies by 
converging artificial intelligence (AI), machine 
learning and the Internet of Things (IoT).

 # The agreement will enable the Tata Motors to traverse 
the digital and physical worlds and create a highly 
personalized, smart and safer driving experience across 
the digital life of a vehicle owner.

 # The first vehicle showcasing these state-of-the art 
technologies will be unveiled at the 87th Geneva 
International Motor Show on 7 March 2017.

 # Partnership  benefits vehicle owners in India:-

 # The partnership between the Tata Motors and Microsoft 
India will benefit vehicle owners in the following ways.

 # Based on their profile and location data, vehicle owners 
can receive proactive point-of-interest, shopping and 
route assist recommendations.

 # Pre-emptive service alerts based on vehicle health data 
will enable owners to avoid costly downtime en-route 
on planned road trips.

 # Using industry-leading firmware over the air (FOTA) 
and software over the air (SOTA) technologies, key 
vehicle settings can be updated remotely over the 
cloud.About Tata Motors.

 # Tata Motors Limited is India’s largest automobile 
company, with consolidated revenues of Rs 2,75,561 
crore in 2015-16.

 # Through subsidiaries and associate companies, 
Tata Motors has operations in the UK, South Korea, 
Thailand, South Africa and Indonesia.

 # With over 9 million Tata vehicles plying in India, Tata 
Motors is the country’s market leader in commercial 
vehicles and among the top in passenger vehicles.

About Microsoft

 # Founded in 1975, Microsoft is the worldwide leader 
in software, services, devices and solutions that help 
people and businesses realize their full potential.

 # Microsoft started its operations in India in 1990.

 # Microsoft entities in India have over 7,000 employees. 
They are engaged in sales and marketing, research and 
development and customer services.
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Burning Topics of the Month

1. Chahal became the first Indian bowler 
to take a 6-wicket in an innings of a T20 
International match.

2. Pankaj Advani wins his 29th National 
Snooker title.

3. Virat Kohli maintains top slot in T20  
rankings.

4. Lakshya Sen becomes World No 1 junior  
badminton player.

5. Sharath Kamal gets top seed at TT Na-
tionals after four years.

6. India to host World Billiards Champion-
ship for next four years.

7. Sourabh Varma ends Lakshya Sen’s 
dream run, wins men’s national title.

8. Odisha govt gives approval to host Hock-
ey World Cup 2018.

9. India slips one spot in FIFA rankings.

10. Official mascot of FIFA U-17 World Cup  
unveiled.

11. Arjun-Shlok win men’s doubles title in 
Iran.

12. Haryana wins Rs 1 crore Kabaddi cham-
pionship.

13. Virat Kohli most successful Indian cap-
tain after the first 23 Tests.

14. Racer Jehan Daruvala makes history by 
winning NZ Grand Prix.

15. Adam Voges announces retirement from 
international cricket.

16. Mithali Raj becomes second woman to 
score 5,500 ODI runs.

17. Shahid Afridi calls time on international 
cricket after 21-year career.

SPORTS Chahal became the first Indian bowler to take 
a 6-wicket in an innings of a T20 International 
match, 02 February 2017 

Leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal’s maiden six-wicket 
haul turned things around for India as the hosts beat 
England by 75 runs in the third and final Twenty20 

International to clinch the series 2-1 at Bengaluru’s M 
Chinnaswamy Stadium.
Chasing a mammoth 203, England were on track till the 13th 
over, scoring 119/2 before Chahal’s magical spell (6/25) put 
the visitors on the back foot as they surrendered meekly to 
lose their last eight wickets for just eight runs and end on 
127.  
As many as six English batsmen were dismissed for a duck 
while only three managed to reach double figures.
Chahal, whose 6/25 is now the best figures by an Indian 
bowler in T20Is, said his experience of bowling in this 
ground during the Indian Premier League gave him the 
confidence to bowl in the powerplay overs.
The 26-year-old leg-spinner also became the first Indian 
bowler to record a five-wicket haul in this format.
Chahal is now only the second bowler after Sri Lankan 
mystery spinner Ajantha Mendis to snare six wickets in an 
innings in T20Is.

Pankaj Advani wins his 29th National Snooker 
title, 03 February 2017 

Champion cueist Pankaj Advani won the Indian 
National Snooker Championship with a 6-0 win over 
Pandurangaiah of Railways in a one-sided final. 

Apart from clinching his 29th national title overall, Advani 
broke several other records. He became the only Indian 
men’s cueist to be the holder of all national billiards and 
snooker titles at the same time - Billiards, 6-red Snooker and 
15-red Snooker. 
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The final top 8 standings of the National Snooker 
Championship: 1. Pankaj Advani 2. Pandurangaiah 3. 
Malkeet Singh 4. Sundeep Gulati 5. Laxman Rawat 6. A. 
Arvind Kumar 7. Dharmendra Lily 8. Anuj Uppal.

Virat Kohli maintains top slot in T20  
rankings, 03 February 2017 

Virat Kohli maintained his top spot in the latest ICC 
rankings of T20 batsmen while India have gained a 
spot by virtue of their series win against England to 

climb to the second spot in the team rankings.
Kohli leads number-two ranked Aaron Finch of Australia by 
28 points, while Glenn Maxwell of Australia is third.
Kohli is ranked second in Tests and third in ODIs which 
makes him the only Indian batsman in top five across all 
formats.
Jasprit Bumrah also maintained his second position in the 
bowlers’ table with a four-point difference between him and 
Imran Tahir. Ravichandran Ashwin is 8th in the list while 
Ashish Nehra is 24th.
Among Indian batsmen, next best is KL Rahul, who gained 
15 places to be at 15th.
India’s Yuzvendra Chahal, who took six for 25 in the series 
decider - the third-best figures in the shortest format of the 
game to date - has rocketed 92 places to claim 86th position.

Lakshya Sen becomes World No 1 junior  
badminton player, 03 February 2017 

The 15-year-old shuttler from Almora, Lakshya Sen, 
created history after he became the number one 
junior singles badminton player in the world in the 

latest rankings of the Badminton World Federation (BWF).

Lakshya is the first shuttler from Uttarakhand to attain the 
numero uno spot at the international level. 

Lakshya, who is considered as the shining future star of 
Indian badminton, moved ahead of Chia Hao Lee of the 
Chinese Taipei, to attain the top spot.

According to BWF current rankings, Lakshya has 16,903 
points in eight tournaments he has played in the season 
while Chia Hao, who is at the second spot, has 16,091 
points.

The President of Uttaranchal State Badminton Association 
Ashok Kumar and vice-president of the association Sanjay 
Gunjyal expressed happiness over the achievement and 
congratulated Lakshya for bringing laurels for the state.

Lakshya has attributed his feat to his parents, sports 
authority badminton centre at Almora, Prakash Padukone 
Badminton Academy and Olympic quest committee.

The young shuttler has had a brilliant year on the badminton 
circuit in 2016, as he won the Senior India International 
Series Badminton Tournament along with the All India 
Senior Ranking Badminton Tournament at Itanagar. He was 
youngest ever player and the first ever from Uttarakhand to 
win the title at senior level.
Earlier, his brother Chirag Sen was ranked number two in 
the world junior badminton rankings. However, the younger 
sibling has surpassed his elder brother’s achievement.

Sharath Kamal gets top seed at TT Nationals 
after four years, 04 February 2017

India’s top player Sharath Kamal, for the first time in 
four years, has been seeded number one in the men’s 
singles at the ongoing 11Even Sports Senior Table 

Tennis Nationals.

This follows a resolution moved by the technical committee 
which wanted the players figuring in the top 100 bracket 
of the world ranking getting some security and motivation, 
besides adding the glamour quotient to zonal and national 
championships.
The committee had also suggested according equal weight 
to national ranking points and it would be concurrent with 
the world ranking.
The AGM approved the technical committee motion and, 
accordingly, Sharath was given the place of pride, taking 
into consideration his current world ranking of 62 and his 
title-winning effort in the South Zone Championships at 
Visakhapatnam. The three-time Olympian was ranked 59 in 
January.
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India to host World Billiards Championship 
for next four years, 07 February 2017 

The Billiards and Snooker Federation of India (BSFI) 
announced that India will host the World Billiards 
Championship for the next four years.      

The premier event was held in Bengaluru last year when 
champion cueist Pankaj Advani had triumphed in the 150-
UP format beating Peter Gilchrist of Singapore.      
Secretary S Balasubramaniam said that we are pleased to 
announce that the IBSF has allotted the World Billiards 
Championship to India for the next four years. This will 
be the only World Championship recognised by all as the 
earlier one being held by the World Billiards Limited will 
not take place now. The World Billiards Limited will only 
have ranking events.

India to host FIBA Women’s Asia Cup in July 
in Bengaluru, 07 February 2017 

Basketball Federation of India announced that India 
will host FIBA Women’s Asia Cup basketball 
tournament in July.

The continental flagship tournament for women will be 
held here from July 23 to 29.
India has also been given another continental level 
tournament — the FIBA U-16 Women’s Asian 
Championship — which will be held from October 22 to 
28 in Hyderabad.

This will be the first time since 2009 that India will host 
a major FIBA (International Basketball Federation) event.
In 2009, the BFI was allotted the same two Championships 
— the 1st FIBA Asia U-16 Championship for Girls in 
Pune and the 23rd FIBA Asia Championship for Women 
in Chennai.

Fourteen teams will compete in both the FIBA Women’s 
Asia Cup and the U-16 Women’s Asian Championship, 
with eight teams in Division A (which include new Oceania 
teams Australia and New Zealand) and six in lower Division 
B. India is in Division B in both the Senior and U-16 events.

Sourabh Varma ends Lakshya Sen’s dream 
run, wins men’s national title,    
08 February 2017

Sourabh Varma defeated Lakshya Sen won the men’s 
singles title at the 81st Senior Badminton National 
Championship.

Third seed Verma walked away with a 21-13 21-12 win 
over the junior world number one, who made a lasting 
impression with his game in this tournament. Varma 
dominated the 33-minute contest in which he won 42 points 
to 25 of his rival.
The women’s singles title was lifted by second seed 
Rituparna Das, who brushed aside the challenge of ninth 
seed Reshma Karthik 21-21 21-14 in 28 minutes in the final.
The men’s doubles crown was taken by third seed pair of 
Satwik Sai Raj R and Chirag Shetty, who overcame a stiff 
resistance from Nanda Gopal K and Sanyam Shukla 21-17 
16-21 21-14 in a battle of 54 minutes.
The women’s doubles title was annexed by third seeds 
Aparna Balan and Prajakta Sawant, who hardly broke a 
sweat in beating Shikha Gautam and Sanyogita Ghorpade 
21-9 21-11 in 24 minutes.
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The top seeded pair of Satwik Sai Raj R and Maneesha K 
took the mixed doubles crown with a hard fought 21-14 21-
18 win over second seeds Venket Gaurav Prasad and Juhi 
Dewangan.

Odisha govt gives approval to host Hockey 
World Cup 2018, 08 February 2017 

The Odisha government accorded in-principle 
approval to a proposal for hosting the 14th Men’s 
Hockey World Cup-2018 in Bhubaneswar. 

The meeting has in principle decided to organize and host 
the event. The final and official announcement for the event 
would be done by Hockey India. The matches would be 
played for 3 weeks. Chief Secretary A P Padhi,who presided 
over a high level meeting here to discuss Men’s Hockey 
World Cup-2018 preparations.
Stating that the state government will provide all support 
and assistance for the successful hosting of the international 
event, Padhi said the event is scheduled to be held at Kalinga 
Stadium from November 28 to December 16, 2018. 
Padhi directed different departments to make all necessary 
arrangements to make it a world class event. 
He further advised to showcase Odisha and its potential in 
the fields of tourism, culture and sports development. 
Secretary Sports and Youth Affair Vishal Dev said that 
this is for the third time India will organize the prestigious 
World Cup and Odisha is proud to get the chance to host it 
at Bhubaneswar. 
India had hosted the Hockey World Cup for first time in 
1982 at Mumbai and for second time in 2010 at New Delhi. 
World Cup winning captain Lahm to retire at end of season 
Germany’s World Cup winning captain Philipp Lahm 
confirmed he will retire at the end of the season and leave 
Bayern Munich, having rejected a role as sports director. 

The 33-year-old made his 500th appearance for Bayern and 
will hang up his boots in June despite having a year left on 
his contract. 
Lahm retired from international football after captaining 
Germany to the 2014 World Cup title in Brazil.

India slips one spot in FIFA rankings,   
10 February 2017 

Indian football team slipped one place to be at 130th in 
the latest FIFA rankings issued.
Despite not playing any international match during 

the past month, India gained one aggregate point -- 244 as 
against 233 last month -- by virtue of one earlier game falling 
out of the four year period considered for the rankings. 
Still, India lost one spot to be placed between Surinam 
(129th) and Dominican Republic (131st). 
India are now ranked 20th among the Asian countries. 
Iran continued to lead the chart of Asian countries at 32nd, 
followed by South Korea (39th), Japan (52nd), Australia 
(54th) and Saudi Arabia (56th). 
In overall rankings, Argentina are on top, followed by 
Brazil, Germany, Chile, Belgium.
Virat Kohli surpasses Don Bradman, Rahul Dravid after 
record double ton. 
Indian captain Virat Kohli continued his unbelievable 
record-breaking spree and surpassed the legendary Donald 
Bradman and Rahul Dravid by becoming the first batsman 
to score double hundreds in four successive Test series.
Kohli’s double tons came in the series against the West 
Indies, New Zealand, England and now Bangladesh, which 
is in India for a one-off Test.
Bradman and Dravid had achieved the feat in three 
successive series.
Kohli hit his maiden double hundred (200) at North Sound 
against the West Indies in July last year followed by 211 
against New Zealand at Indore in October.



#Mahendra’s

neWs bytes SpORTS 

70

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

APRIL/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

This was followed by his current career-best score of 235 
against England in Mumbai in December and now 204 
against Bangladesh. While statistically Kohli had broken 
Bradman and Dravid’s record but a cursory look at ‘The 
Don’s’ statistics would tell that his numbers during that 
1930-31 phase was phenomenal.
In the 1930 Ashes series in England between June and 
August, the then 22-year-old Bradman scored 254 at Lord’s, 
334 (his career best) at the Leeds (Headingley) followed by 
232 at the Oval — all in a single series.
In the following series against the West Indies in January 
1931, Don hit 223 at Brisbane (the series was played in 
Australia). The next series that he played against South 
Africa (again Down Under), he hit 226 at Brisbane 
becoming the first batsman to score a double hundred in 
three successive series.
For Dravid, the hat-trick of double hundreds in successive 
series came in the 2003-04 season.
He scored 222 against New Zealand at Ahmedabad (October 
2003) followed by 233 against Australia at Adelaide 
(December 2003). The hat-trick was accomplished with his 
career-best 270 against Pakistan in the very next series.

Official mascot of FIFA U-17 World Cup  
unveiled, 10 February 2017 

With just 238 days remaining for the start of the 
tournament, the official mascot of the FIFA U-17 
World Cup India 2017, Kheleao was unveiled at 

the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium.
In a glittering ceremony attended by Sports Minister Vijay 
Goel, the chairman of the Local Organizing Committee 
and AIFF president Praful Patel, the young and charismatic 
face of the FIFA U-17 World Cup, a clouded leopard called 
Kheleo, was introduced to hundreds of football fans.
The clouded leopard is an endangered wild cat whose 
habitat extends from the Himalayan foothills to mainland 
Southeast Asia. 

To commemorate Kheleo’s first public appearance, Sports 
Minister Goel said that they are sure that he it will be one 
of the most memorable mascots a sporting event in India 
has ever seen. Kheleo is young, vibrant, enthusiastic and 
a perfect representation of our country. It will help us to 
involve kids with football in a fun way.Patel termed the 
official mascot as a major component of the overall event 
brand that will represent the tournament and the host 
country. Presenting Kheleo as the official mascot to the 
world is another big step for our event. As the face of the 
FIFA U-17 World Cup India 2017, he will be going across 
the country to promote the tournament and to inspire kids 
and adults alike. Kheleo will participate in numerous 
activities in the run-up to the first-ever FIFA tournament to 
be hosted by India, which will be played from October 6 to 
28 this year.

Arjun-Shlok win men’s doubles title in Iran, 
13 February 2017 

Young emerging Indian doubles pair of Arjun 
Madathil Ramachandran and Ramchandran Shlok 
notched up the men’s doubles title at the 26th Iran 

Fajr Badminton Tournament. 
The second seeded Indian pair defeated fifth seeded 
Indonesian duo of Kenas Adi Haryanto and Muhammad 
Reza Pahlevi Isfahani 11-8 11-8 11-9 in just 25 minutes to 
lay claim to the crown.
The World No. 66 pair became the first Indian combination 
to win the title at the International Challenge event. 
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Arjun and Shlok had lost in the second round and opening 
round of the Malaysian Grand Prix gold and Syed Modi 
grand Prix Gold earlier in the season. 
The duo had won the Nepal International and finished 
runners-up at the Tata India International last year.
India lifts 2nd successive Blind World Cup, beats Pakistan 
The Indian blind cricket team successfully defended its 
Twenty20 World Cup title, defeating arch-rivals Pakistan in 
the final for the second successive edition.
With eight wins from nine matches, India had gone into the 
final as favourites and lived up to it with a comprehensive 
victory. For Pakistan though, it was their first loss in the 
tournament.
The two teams had clashed in the 2012 edition final as well 
with India emerging triumphant.
Batting first, Pakistan made 197/9 but India chased down 
the target in 18 overs without much of a fuss, losing just one 
wicket in the process.
Man of the match Prakash Jayaramaiah stood out with a 
splendid unbeaten 99-run knock, while Ajay Kumar Reddy 
was the only man to be dismissed for 43. Reddy was run 
out.

Man of the series Badar Munir was the top-scorer for 
Pakistan with a 570-run effort.

Haryana wins Rs 1 crore Kabaddi champion-
ship, 13 February 2017

Hosts Haryana won the first edition of the three-day 
Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay All India National 
Style Kabaddi championship held at Motilal Nehru 

School of Sports.
Haryana defeated the Railways team 33-27 to clinch the 
title.

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) beat Air India 
45-37 to secure the third position.

Virat Kohli most successful Indian captain 
after the first 23 Tests, 13 February 2017

India defeated Bangladesh in the one-off Test in 
Hyderabad as Virat Kohli once again broke a slew 
of records. In the first innings, Kohli became the 

first batsman in history to slam four double hundreds in 
successive series. 
By the fifth afternoon, Kohli overtook Mohammad 
Azharuddin to become the third-most successful Indian Test 
captain. Only MS Dhoni and Sourav Ganguly have more 
wins under their belt. However, Kohli has the best record 
among Indian captains after the first 23 Tests and is only 
behind Steve Waugh overall. 
Kohli also has the best win percentage among all India 
captains. 
Kohli suffered two defeats in his first four Tests as captain, 
but he has not lost another Test since then. Kohli is without 
a defeat in his last 19 Tests, which is the longest streak for 
any Indian captain. 
Kohli surpassed Sunil Gavaskar, who did not have a defeat 
in 18 consecutive Tests between 1976 and 1980.

Racer Jehan Daruvala makes history by win-
ning NZ Grand Prix, 14 February 2017 
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Young Indian racer Jehan Daruvala tasted his first 
major success of 2017 when he won the New 
Zealand Grand Prix in style at the Chris Amon 

Circuit .
Jehan’s brilliant lights to flag feat makes him the first 
and only Indian to win a Grand Prix in motorsport. Keke 
Rosberg, Sir Jackie Stewart, Sir Jack Brabham, Sir Stirling 
Moss, John Surtees, Bruce McLaren are some of the 
illustrious past winner of this Grand Prix.
Earlier in the Toyota Racing Series, Jehan bagged pole 
position for Race 1 and the New Zealand GP as well. The 
extremely close qualifying sessions saw 4 racers within 
two tenths of a second in each session. Jehan lapped the 3 
km circuit to bag pole in race 1, just seven hundredths of a 
second in front of former Brazilian World F1 Champion’s 
son, Pedro Piquet. Ferrari Academy Racer Marcus 
Armstrong of New Zealand was a further eight hundredths 
of a second adrift
The top two remained the same for the New Zealand GP, 
while Thomas Randle bagged third.

Adam Voges announces retirement from in-
ternational cricket, 14 February 2017 

Australia’s attacking batsman Adam Voges has 
indicated that his days at international level are 
over. Adam Voges announced his retirement from 

the International Cricket.
Voges’ last assignment was the Sheffield Shield match 
representing Western Australia against Tasmania in 
November. Before that, he played the first two Tests against 
South Africa – which Australia lost – but couldn’t do much 
with the willow. In need of some much needed change, 
Peter Handscomb took Voges’ spot and scored a half century 
to seal his place. It also didn’t help that Voges suffered a 
concussion during that Sheffield Shield game.
Voges has played only 20 Tests for Australia after debuting 
at the age of 35 in 2015. During this period he scored 1485 

runs with five centuries and four half-centuries. His batting 
average of 61.87 is second only to Donald Bradman with 
players playing at least 20 Tests.

Mithali Raj becomes second woman to score 
5,500 ODI runs, 16 February 2017 

Indian women’s cricket team captain Mithali Raj has 
become the second woman player to cross 5,500 runs in 
ODIs, achieving the feat during India’s women’s World 

Cup qualifier against South Africa. 
The 34-year-old recently rose to the second spot in the 
women’s ODI rankings, and is India’s highest ODI run-
getter, besides playing most 50-over matches for the country.

Shahid Afridi calls time on international 
cricket after 21-year career, 20 February 2017 

Pakistani cricketer Shahid Afridi announced his 
retirement from international cricket, bringing to an 
end his sometimes controversial 21-year career.
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The 36-year-old all-rounder was currently active in the 
International Twenty20 format after having quit Test cricket 
in 2010 and One-Day Internationals in 2015.
While saying goodbye from international cricket, Afridi, 
who is nicknamed ‘Boom Boom’, added that he will 
continue playing domestic cricket for at least another two 
years.
Afridi had been a fan favourite since he burst onto the scene 
in 1996, striking a 37-ball century against Sri Lanka in only 
his second match to set a world record that was unbeaten 
for 17 years.
He became a known bowling all-rounder in the second 
half of his career and was instrumental in Pakistan’s early 
successes in Twenty20, including their 2009 victory.
He captained the Pakistan Twenty20 team during the 2016 
world championships in India, but stepped down as skipper 
after the tournament.
Afridi finishes his international career having played 27 
Test matches, in which he hit 1,176 runs with a highest 
score of 156 and 48 wickets. In the 398 ODIs that he played 
throughout his career, he notched up 8,064 runs, with a 
highest score of 124, and took 395 wickets with his leg spin.
His Twenty20 international career saw him play 98 matches 
and score 1,405 runs and take 97 wickets.

Sakura Mori wins India Open crown,   
20 February 2017 

Sakura Mori of Japan defeated Swedish rival Ekholm 
Matilda to win the women’s singles title at the ITTF 
World Tour India Open.

Rankings wise, there was very little to separate both the 
players with the Sweden ranked 32 and the Japanese 35.
Matilda won the doubles final alongside Hungary’s 
Georgina Pota. 

In the final, her played lacked the intensity she showed 
against the top seed while Mori was screaming after winning 

point as if her life depended on it. Mori could have finished 
the final earlier had she not played safe while leading 8-5 in 
the sixth game. 

Afghanistan players Mohammad Nabi, 
Rashid Khan create history, 20 February 2017

Afghanistan’s Mohammad Nabi will become the first 
Afghan cricketer to feature in the Indian Premier 
League after he was sold to Sunrisers Hyderabad 

for his base price of Rs 30 lakh. 
Five out of the 352 players listed for the auction in Bangalore 
were from Afghanistan, who have made a rapid progress in 
international cricket.
Their players had won hearts in the 2015 World Cup and in 
the qualifying matches of the World T20 held in India last 
year.
Nabi’s family had moved to Pakistan’s Peshawar from 
Afghanistan during the peak of the Soviet War. It is there 
that a 10-year-old Nabi took up cricket and honed his skills 
to become one of Afghanistan’s most reverred cricketers 
over the years. 
In T20 Internationals, Nabi is a name to be reckoned with. 
His accurate off-spinners have so far-fetched him 56 wickets 
and he boasts of a decent economy rate of 6.96.
And do not forget, Nabi ranks fourth in the ICC’s all-
rounders list for T20 Internationals. 
Meanwhile, Sunrisers Hyderabad also gunned for Afghan 
leg-spinner Rashid Khan and shelled out Rs 4 crore for him.
The 18-year-old has played 21 T20 Internationals already 
and has snared 31 wickets. The leggie has an impressive 
economy rate of 6.14 which shows that he is extremely 
difficult to get away. David Warner, his skipper at SRH, 
should be thrilled with these two latest acquisitions.
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Vampire star caught in the act by Indian 
space observatory, 04 February 2017 

India’s first dedicated space observatory, ASTROSAT, 
has captured the rare phenomenon of a small, 
6-billion-year-old “vampire” star “preying” on a 

bigger celestial body. 

Burning Topics of the Month

1. Vampire star caught in the act by Indian 
space observatory.

2. Scientists discover 2 billion years of vol-
canic activity on Mars.

3. ISRO develops Telemetry and Telecom-
mand Processor.

4. Interceptor missile successfully test-fired.

5. China to launch night light observing 
satellite.

6. China plans to launch first cargo space-
craft.

7. ISRO creates history, launches 104 satel-
lites in one go.

8. NASA to create first-ever space technol-
ogy research institutes.

SCiENCE Scientists say the smaller star, also called a “blue straggler”, 
feeds off its companion star by sucking out its mass and 
energy, causing its eventual death. 
The most popular explanation is that these are binary 
systems in which the smaller star sucks material out of the 
bigger companion star to become a blue straggler, and hence 
is called a vampire star. 
The small star becomes bigger, hotter and bluer, which 
gives it the appearance of being young, while the ageing 
companion burns out and collapses to a stellar remnant.
Though this phenomenon is not unheard of, the observation 
of the entire process through the telescope will provide 
insights that will help scientists in studying the formation of 
blue straggler stars. 

This discovery also highlights the capabilities of the 
telescopes on ASTROSAT, a dedicated space observatory 
satellite launched in September 2015. 
The study was recently published in Astrophysical Journal 
Letters by a team of scientists from IIA, Inter-University 
Centre of Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), Tata 
Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) and the Canadian Space 
Agency (CSA). 
Scientists are now looking to understand the chemical 
composition of the blue straggler using high resolution 
spectroscopy, which could reveal more about the evolution 
of these peculiar celestial objects. 
The stars are part of a “cluster” called NGC 188 formed some 
6 billion years ago, and are much older than the sun, which is 
believed to have come into existence nearly 4.5 billion years 
ago. India’s first dedicated space observatory, ASTROSAT, 
has captured the rare phenomenon of a small, 6-billion-year-
old “vampire” star “preying” on a bigger celestial body. 
Scientists say the smaller star, also called a “blue straggler”, 
feeds off its companion star by sucking out its mass and 
energy, causing its eventual death. 
The most popular explanation is that these are binary 
systems in which the smaller star sucks material out of the 
bigger companion star to become a blue straggler, and hence 
is called a vampire star. 

Scientists discover 2 billion years of volcanic 
activity on Mars, 04 February 2017

Scientists have discovered evidence of two billion years 
of volcanic activity on Mars. The discovery was made 
following an analysis of a meteorite from the planet, 

which was found in Africa in 2012.
The finding confirms that some of the oldest volcanoes 
present in the solar system may be found on Mars. It also 
offers new evidence on the planet’s evolution and gives more 
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insight into its history of volcanic activity.The study was 
published in a journal called Science Advances.
Background 

 # Olympus Mons with a height of almost 27.3 kilometres 
is the largest volcano on Mars. It is nearly the triple the 
size of Earth tallest volcano, Mauna Kea which has a 
height of 10 kilometres.

 # Most of the information researchers have regarding the 
composition of rocks from volcanoes on the red planet 
comes from the meteorites found on Earth.

 # Analysis of different substances found on the meteorite 
revealed its age, its magma source, the length of time 
in space and the time it has spent on Earth’s surface.  

About the Meteorite

 # Called Northwest Africa 7635, the meteorite was 
discovered in 2012 in Africa.

 # It was found to be a type of volcanic rock called 
shergottite.

 # Eleven of such rocks with similar chemical composition 
and ejection time have been found on Earth, indicating 
a similar origin.

 # The meteorites are fragments of rocks that escaped into 
space and crossed Earth’s orbit after a massive collision 
on Mars surface hit a volcano or lava plain one million 
years ago.

While the age of previously analysed meteorites ranges 
from 327 million to 600 million years, the age of Northwest 
Africa 7635 is over 2.4 billion years, indicating that it was 
ejected from one of the longest-lived volcanoes in the solar 
system.

ISRO develops Telemetry and Telecommand 
Processor, 09 February 2017

Indian Space Research Organisation has said that the 
indigenous development of Telemetry & Telecommand 
Processor (TTCP) has been realised and its production 

will be initiated with the help of Indian industry. 

The processor, whose indigenous development was taken 
up by ISRO as part of Make in India campaign, replaces the 
expensive imported equipment. 
TTCP will be used in Integrated Spacecraft Testing of 
Low Earth Orbit, Geostationary Orbit and Interplanetary 
Spacecraft, ISRO said. This system is configurable to 
meet uplink and downlink requirements of both CCSDS 
(Consultative Committee for Space Data Systems) and ISRO 
standards, and multiple clients can remotely access this 
system for data and monitoring, it said. Spacecraft Checkout 
Group of ISRO Satellite Centre (ISAC) is responsible for 
integrated spacecraft testing to ensure the flight worthiness 
of the spacecraft built at ISAC. Pointing out that during the 
testing, ground systems will communicate to spacecraft 
via the same uplink and downlink signals, as in space, 
the space agency said, the spacecraft typically use ISRO 
formats for telemetry and telecommand (downlink and 
uplink), for which indigenous equipment are being used. 
However, the interplanetary spacecraft use an international 
standard known as CCSDS, and presently equipment are 
being imported for telemetry reception and telecommand 
transmission requirements, it said. This indigenously 
developed Processor was successfully deployed for the first 
time in checkout of GSAT-19, which is scheduled to be 
launched shortly.

Interceptor missile successfully test-fired,   
11 February 2017 

India successfully test-fired its interceptor missile off the 
Odisha coast, achieving a significant milestone in the 
direction of developing a two-layered Ballistic Missile 

Defence system. 
The interceptor was launched from Abdul Kalam Island 
(Wheeler Island) of ITR at about 7.45 AM.
According to Defence Research Development Organisation 
(DRDO) statement, this mission, termed as PDV mission is 
for engaging the targets in the exo-atmosphere region at an 
altitude above 50 km of earth’s atmosphere. 
Both, the PDV interceptor and the two stage target missile, 
were successfully engaged.
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The target was developed for mimicking a hostile Ballistic 
Missile approaching from more than 2000 km away was 
launched from a ship anchored in the Bay of Bengal. 
In an automated operation, radar based detection and 
tracking system detected and tracked the enemy’s ballistic 
missile. 
The computer network with the help of data received from 
radars predicted the trajectory of the incoming Ballistic 
Missile. 

PDV that was kept fully ready, took-off once the computer 
system gave the necessary command for lift-off. The 
Interceptor guided by high accuracy Inertial Navigation 
System (INS) supported by a Redundant Micro Navigation 
System moved towards the estimated point of the 
interception.

China to launch night light observing satellite, 
11 February 2017

China is set to launch its first remote-sensing satellite 
capable of detecting large lighted structures on the 
ground at night. 

The Luojia-1A, a 10-kilogramme mini satellite, is being 
developed by scientists at Wuhan University in Hubei 
province and will carry a highly sensitive night light camera 
with a 100-meter ground image resolution, Li Deren, chief 
scientist of the project was quoted as saying by state-run 
China News Service.

The satellite, to be launched this year, will be capable of 
detecting large lighted structures on the ground within 
its designated observation area, such as bridges over the 
Yangtze River, Li, a professor of remote-sensing surveys at 
the university and an academician of the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences. 
Luojia-1A will be used to help economic planners 
and analysts with their research and to provide data to 
policymakers when they determine overseas trade measures. 
Wuhan University is also working with China Aerospace 
Science and Industry Corp to design the Luojia-1B, a 
remote-sensing radar satellite, and plans to send it into orbit 
in 2019.
China plans to conduct a record number of 30 space 
launch missions this year as part of its efforts to expand its 
ambitious space programme. 

China plans to launch first cargo spacecraft, 
14 February 2017

China plans to launch its first cargo spacecraft using 
a heavy rocket to carry supplies for its experimental 
space laboratory.
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The Tianzhou-1 cargo spacecraft will be carried by Long 
March-7 Y2 carrier rocket in April.
The spacecraft arrived at the Wenchang Space Launch 
Centre in south Chinas Hainan Province from Tianjin for 
assembly and testing, according to the China Manned Space 
Agency (CMSA).
Consisting of a cargo capsule and a propellant capsule, 
Tianzhou-1, the first cargo spacecraft independently 
developed by China, has a take-off weight of about 13 
tonnes, up to six tonnes of which is payload.
It can remain in space on its own for as long as three months.

ISRO creates history, launches 104 satellites 
in one go, 15 February 2017

India scripted a new chapter in the history of space 
exploration with the successful launch of a record 104 
satellites+ by Isro’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 

(PSLV) in a single mission.
PSLV-C37 carrying the 104 satellites lifted off from the first 
launch pad at Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota at 
9.28am. It was PSLV’s 39th flight.
Seventeen minutes later, the rocket started placing the 
satellites into orbit, one by one with a time-frame of about 
11 minutes.
Out of the total 104 satellites placed in orbit, 101 satellites 
belonged to six foreign countries. They included 96 from 
the US and one each from Israel, the UAE, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland and Kazakhstan.
PSLV first injected its main payload Cartosat- 2 series, 
India’s indigenously built earth observation satellite. It was 
followed by two other nanosatellites of ISRO- INS-1A and 
INS-1B.

It then took less than 10 minutes for the rocket to spew out 
101 passengers, which are all foreign nano satellites, as it 
travelled up in altitude reaching the polar sun synchronous 
orbit.

Russian Space Agency held a record of launching 37 
satellites in one go during its mission in June 2014. India 
previously launched 23 satellites in a single mission in June 
2015.

About the satellites:-

 # Of the total earth-observation satellites, three were 
Indian, 88 were from the US and the remaining are 
from Israel, Kazakhstan, the Netherlands, Switzerland 
and the United Arab Emirates.

 # A 320-tonne rocket was launched by Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C37).

 # The combined weight of satellites is 1,500 kg.

 # It included 650 kg remote-sensing Cartosat-2 and two 
nano-satellites (IA and IB) weighing 15 kg each.

Though the Indian space agency had launched 20 satellites 
in one shot on June 22, 2016, the launch of 104 satellites 
surpassed the 37 satellites launch record set in June 2014 
and 29 satellites launched by NASA in 2013.

It left behind the record of US space agency NASA. On 
December 7 last year, ISRO launched remote sensing 
Resourcesat satellite 2A by PSLV C--36 .The satellite, 
weighing 1235 kg, was positioned in sun-synchronous 
orbit.Satellite.

Satellites Aims:-

 # Its task is to continue the actions of Resourcesat-2 
which was launched in 2011. 

 # Simultaneously to continue the global remote sensing 
data services to users.

 # It provide information about India’s forest wealth and 
water resources. 

 # The satellite will provide services for 5 years.

Beside this,in last year September 25 ISRO launched eight 
Satellites by PSLV C-35 and separately installed each 
successfully first time.

NASA to create first-ever space technology 
research institutes, 17 February 2017

NASA has selected proposals for the creation of 
two multi-disciplinary, university-led research 
institutes that will focus on the development of 

technologies critical to extending human presence deeper 
into our solar system. 
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The new Space Technology Research Institutes (STRIs) 
created under these proposals will bring together researchers 
from various disciplines and organisations to collaborate 
on the advancement of cutting-edge technologies in bio-
manufacturing and space infrastructure, with the goal of 
creating and maximising Earth-independent, self-sustaining 
exploration mission capabilities.
NASA is establishing STRIs to research and exploit 
cutting-edge advances in technology with the potential for 
revolutionary impact on future aerospace capabilities.
These university-led, multi-disciplinary research 
programmes promote the synthesis of science, engineering 
and other disciplines to achieve specific research objectives 
with credible expected outcomes within five years.
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19th Bharat Rang Mahotsav begins in New 
Delhi, 02 February 2017

The 19th Bharat Rang Mahotsav or International 
Theatre Festival of India commenced on 1 
February 2017 in New Delhi. The 21-day festival 

will conclude on 21 February 2017.
The 19th Bharat Rang Mahotsav will pay special attention 
on the different genres of Indian theatre.

The performances will be held at Abhimanch, Open Air 
Theatre, Bahumukh and Sammukh at the National School 
of Drama Campus. The performances will also be held at 

LTG Auditorium, Kamani Auditorium and Shri Centre for 
Performing Arts at Mandi House.
The festival will see performances from artists belonging 
to 12 foreign countries including England, Russia, Israel, 
Turkey, Italy, Tajikistan, Romania, Afghanistan and others.
The theatre festival will see 94 theatre performances and 15 
foreign productions. It will also include 10 traditional folk 
theatre performances.
About Bharat Rang Mahotsav

 # Bharat Rang Mahotsav is the annual theatre festival of 
National School of Drama (NSD), New Delhi.

 # The festival was established in 1999.
 # The festival was originally founded to show case works 

of Indian theatre practitioners. Gradually, the festival 
grew over the years to attract international performers 
as well.

 # At present, it is acknowledged as the largest theatre 
festival of Asia.

Kareena is ‘Feel Alive’ ambassador for Sony 
BBC Earth, 08 February 2017

Actress Kareena Kapoor Khan has come on board as 
a ‘Feel Alive’ ambassador for soon-to-be launched 
factual entertainment channel Sony BBC Earth.

Kareena has been chosen as she is known to have a spirited, 
‘full-of-life’ personality both on and off screen.
Her vibrant persona coupled with her love for the natural 
world were the key factors in opting for Kareena to 
represent the most awaited channel of 2017.
Saurabh Yagnik, Executive Vice President and Business 
Head, English Cluster, Sony Pictures Networks India, said 
that they are excited to have Kareena Kapoor Khan as the 
‘Feel Alive’ Ambassador for Sony BBC Earth.

Burning Topics of the Month

1. 19th Bharat Rang Mahotsav begins in 
New Delhi.

2. Kareena is ‘Feel Alive’ ambassador for 
Sony BBC Earth.

3. India ranks 43rd out of 45 nations in IP  
environment: Report.

4. Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh re-
leases the book titled ‘Veerappan, Chas-
ing the  
Brigand.

5. A book by Devashar released in Jaipur.

6. Military Exercise Cobra Gold 2017 be-
gins in Thailand.

7. India slips to 143 in economic freedom 
index: US think tank.

8. Hema Malini: Beyond the Dream Girl 
authored by Ram Kamal Mukherjee. 

MiSCEllANEOuS
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India ranks 43rd out of 45 nations in IP  
environment: Report, 09 February 2017

India continues to languish near the bottom in an 
international intellectual property index, ranking 43rd 
out of 45 global economies, according to a report by the 

US Chamber of Commerces Global Intellectual Property 
Center (GIPC).
The GIPC also highlighted the need for the government to 
build upon the positive rhetoric of its IPR policy with the 
substantial legislative reforms that innovators need.
This is the fifth year in a row that India has been ranked 
at the bottom of the pack in the index. However, the 2017 
report, titled The Roots of Innovation, represents a slight 
improvement in its performance as the country was ranked 
last or next-to-last in the last four years.
The report includes 90 per cent of global gross domestic 
product (GDP) and grades countries on patents, trademarks, 
copyright, trade secrets, enforcement and international 
treaties.

In addition to its anaemic IPR policy, the report cited 
challenges with the scope of patentability for computer-
implemented inventions, Section 3(D) of the Indian Patent 
Act, and the recent Delhi High Court decision regarding 
photocopying copyrighted content.
The new economies included in the fifth edition of the index 
are Egypt, Hungary, Kenya, Pakistan, the Philippines, Saudi 
Arabia, and Spain. India ranks 43, just ahead of Pakistan. 
The US ranks on top, followed by UK, Germany, Japan and 
Sweden respectively.

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh releases 
the book titled ‘Veerappan, Chasing the  
Brigand’, 09 February 2017

The Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh released 
the book titled ‘Veerappan, Chasing the Brigand’, 
written by K. Vijay Kumar, Senior Security Adviser, 

Ministry of Home Affairs. Speaking on the occasion, 
Rajnath Singh said that Vijay Kumar, who was the Chief 
of the Special Task Force (STF) that was behind the killing 

of Veerappan during “Operation Cocoon” in 2004, is a 
role model for the new IPS Officers. Rajnath Singh said 
the book will be a source of valuable inspiration offering 
insight into the tactics that went into the wiping out of the 
dreaded forest brigand on whom a prize money of Rupees 5 
crores had been declared more than a decade back.
The Union Home Minister said Vijay Kumar has played a 
major role in the MHA with the success of the anti-Maoist 
Operations in recent years.
Former Senior Police Officer D.R. Karthikeyan, Senior 
Journalist  Shekhar Gupta and Kapish G. Mehra, Managing 
Director, Rupa Publications also spoke on the occasion.
Vijay Kumar is a former 1975 batch IPS Officer from 
the Tamil Nadu cadre. He headed the prestigious Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy in Hyderabad 
in 2008 and has also served as the Director General of 
Central Reserve Police Force.

A book by Devashar released in Jaipur,   
10 February 2017

Pakistani expert and commentator, 
Tilak Devashar released his 
recent book ‘Pakistan – Courting 

the Abyss’ in Jaipur. 
The book has been published by Harper 
Collins. The event was jointly organised 
by Prabha Khaitan Foundation, We 
Care, Raghu Sinha Mala Mathur 
Charity Trust along with Hotel Hilton 
as the venue partner. 

In the book, Devasher trains a clear and objective gaze on 
the deeper malaise that affects Pakistan, beyond the current 
crises and the sensationalist headlines.
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Military Exercise Cobra Gold 2017 begins in 
Thailand, 15 February 2017 

The Cobra Gold 2017 commenced on 14 February 2017 
in Thailand. Cobra Gold is an annual multilateral 
military exercise co-sponsored by Thailand and the 

USA.
Highlights of Cobra Gold 2017

 # The Cobra Gold 2017 is the 36th edition of the 
multinational military exercise.

 # Around 30 nations will take part in the exercise that 
will continue till 24 February 2017.

 # Cobra Gold includes a staff exercise with a senior leader 
seminar, a field training exercise and humanitarian 
civic assistance projects.

 # Approximately 3,600 soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
marines of the USA are involved in these activities.

 # The exercise includes an amphibious assault 
demonstration, non-combatant evacuation operation 
and combined arms live fire exercise.

 # The emphasis of the Cobra Gold 2017 is on coordination 
of civic actions such as humanitarian assistance.

 # The exercise is a part of the USA’s efforts to expand 
regional cooperation and collaboration in vital areas 
such as disaster relief.

About Cobra Gold

 # It is considered as the largest military exercise in the 
Asia-Pacific region. Thailand hosts the exercise every 
year.

 # It is also among the largest multinational military 
exercise in which the USA participates.

 # Cobra Gold has three distinct activities - the Combined 
Arms Live Fire Exercise (CALFEX), Command Post 
Exercise (CPX) and activity related to assisting the 
local Thai population.

 # It was first held in 1982 to improve coordination 
between the armed forces of the USA and Thailand in 
both hostile military and humanitarian efforts.

 # Some of the key participants in the exercise are 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore and South 
Korea.

 # China participated in the exercise for the first time in 
2015. India participated in the exercise in 2016.

 # The exercise has proven its effectiveness in improving 
coordinated military response to natural disasters, 
including the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami and the 2011 
Tohoku tsunami.

India slips to 143 in economic freedom index: 
US think tank, 16 February 2017 

India ranked a dismal 143 in an annual index of economic 
freedom by a top American think tank, behind its several 
South Asian neighbours including Pakistan, as progress 

on market-oriented reforms has been “uneven”.
The Heritage Foundation in its Index of Economic Freedom 
report said despite India sustaining an average annual 
growth of about 7 per cent over the past five years, growth 
is not deeply rooted in policies that preserve economic 
freedom.
Putting India in the category of “mostly unfree” economies, 
the conservative political think tank said progress on 
market-oriented reforms has been “uneven”.
It said the state “maintains an extensive presence” in many 
areas through public-sector enterprises. “A restrictive 
and burdensome regulatory environment discourages the 
entrepreneurship that could provide broader private-sector 
growth.”
Also, India’s overall score of 52.6 points is 3.6 points less 
than that of last year, when India ranked 123rd.
Hong Kong, Singapore and New Zealand topped the index. 
Among South Asian countries, only Afghanistan (163) and 
Maldives (157) were ranked below India. Nepal (125), Sri 
Lanka (112), Pakistan (141), Bhutan (107), and Bangladesh 
(128) surpassed India in economic freedom.
The think tank, however, credited Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi with “reinvigorating” India’s foreign policy. It said 
Modi, who in June 2016 made his fourth visit to the US 
in two years, has bolstered bilateral ties, particularly in 
defence cooperation.
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India has technology and manufacturing sectors as 
advanced as any in the world as well as traditional sectors 
characteristic of a lesser developed economy. Extreme 
wealth and poverty coexist as the nation both modernises 
rapidly and struggles to find paths to inclusive development 
for its large and diverse population.

India is a significant force in world trade, the report 
noted, but corruption, underdeveloped infrastructure, and 
poor management of public finance undermine overall 
development.
China with a score of 57.4 points - an increase of 5.4 points 
compared to previous year - was placed at 111 position. The 
United States was ranked 17 with 75.1 points.
The world average score of 60.9 is the highest recorded in 
the 23-year history of the index.

Hema Malini: Beyond the Dream Girl au-
thored by Ram Kamal Mukherjee,   
20 February 2017  

The HarperCollins Publishers India in the second 
week of February 2017 announced that the biography 
of Hema Malini, titled Hema Malini: Beyond the 

Dream Girl, will hit bookstores in October 2017.
The book will be released on the 69th birthday of the dream 
girl.

The authorised biography is penned by Ram Kamal 
Mukherjee, a senior journalist and author.
The book discusses Hema Malini’s life and achievement, 
since she has been extremely active as a stage performer, 
actor and a politician.

About Hema Malini

 # Hema Malini is a famous yesteryear’s Indian actress.

 # In 1963, she made her acting debut in Tamil film Ithu 
Sathiyam as a dancer/supporting actress.

 # She first acted in main role in Sapno Ka Saudagar in 
the year 1968.

 # She was initially promoted as the “Dream Girl.” She 
also starred in a film of the same name in 1977.

 # In 2000, she was honoured with the Padma Shri, 
the fourth-highest civilian honour awarded by the 
Government of India.

 # From 2003 to 2009, she was elected to the Rajya Sabha 
as a representative of the Bharatiya Janata Party.

 # In 2014, she was elected to the Lok Sabha.

 # India emerges 12th largest holder of US govt securities 
in 16 

India became the 12th largest holder of US government 
securities at the end of 2016, with exposure worth USD 
118.2 billion.

With holdings worth USD 1.09 trillion, Japan remained the 
largest holder of these securities followed by neighbouring 
China with exposure to the tune of USD 1.06 trillion. Latest 
data available with the US Treasury Department showed that 
Indias holding stood at USD 118.2 billion in December last, 
slightly lower than USD 118.7 billion seen in November.

At the end of December 2015, Indias exposure was to the 
tune of USD 116.8 billion.

As per the data, India was the 12th largest holder of these 
securities. After Japan and China, Ireland was at the third 
place with holdings worth USD 288.2 billion, followed by 
Cayman Islands (USD 263.5 billion), Brazil (USD 259.2 
billion) and Switzerland (USD 229.3 billion).

Other nations having more holdings than India were 
Luxembourg (USD 223.4 billion), United Kingdom (USD 
217.1 billion), Hong Kong (USD 191.4 billion), Taiwan 
(USD 189.3 billion) and Belgium (USD 120.4 billion).

India is at the third place among BRIC grouping after China 
and Brazil in terms of exposure. Russia held American 
government securities worth USD 86.1 billion in December 
2016. In general, the data reflects foreign holdings of US 
securities collected primarily on the basis of custodial data. 

The Treasury Department stated that Foreign residents 
decreased their holdings of long-term US securities in 
December; net sales were USD 13.9 billion. Net sales by 
private foreign investors were USD 32 billion, while net 
purchases by foreign official institutions were USD 18.1 
billion.
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INTRODUCTION

 # In the last two and half years administration has 
moved from discretionary, favouritism based to 
system and transparency based.

 # Inflation brought under control. CPI-based inflation 
declined from 6% in July 2016 to 3.4% in December, 
2016.

 # Economy has moved on a high growth path. India’s 
Current Account Deficit declined from about 1% 
of GDP last year to 0.3% of GDP in the first half 
of 2016-17. FDI grew 36% in H1 2016-17 over H1 
2015-16, despite 5% reduction in global FDI inflows. 
Foreign exchange reserves have reached 361 billion 
US Dollars as on 20th January, 2017.

CHALLENGES IN 2017-18

 # World economy faces considerable uncertainty, 
in the aftermath of major economic and political 
developments during the last year.

TRANSFORMATIONAL REFORMS IN LAST YEAR

 # Passage of the Constitution Amendment Bill for GST 
and the progress for its introduction.

 # Demonetisation of high denomination bank notes.

 # Enactment of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code; 
amendment to the RBI Act for inflation targeting; 
enactment of the Aadhar bill for disbursement of 
financial subsidies and benefits.

 # Budget 2017-18 contains 3 major reforms. First, 
presentation of Budget advanced to 1st February to 
enable the Ministries to operationalise all activities 
from the commencement of the financial year. Second, 
merger of Railways budget with General Budget to 
bring Railways to the centre stage of Government’s 
Fiscal Policy and Third, removal of plan and nonplan 
classification of expenditure to facilitate a holistic 
view of allocations for sectors and ministries.

DEMONITISATION

 # Bold and decisive measure to curb tax evasion and 
parallel economy.

 # Government’s resolve to eliminate corruption, black 
money, counterfeit currency and terror funding.

 # Drop in economic activity, if any, to be temporary.

 # Generate long term benefits including reduced 
corruption, greater digitisation, increased flow of 
financial savings and greater formalisation of the 
economy.

 # Pace of remonetisation has picked up and will soon 
reach comfortable levels.

 # The surplus liquidity in the banking system will lower 
borrowing costs and increase the access to credit.

 # Announcements made by the Honourable Prime 
Minister on 31st Dec, 2016 focusing on housing for 
the poor; relief to farmers; credit support to MSMEs; 
encouragement to digital transactions; assistance to 
pregnant women and senior citizens; and priority to 
dalits, tribals, backward classesand women under the 
Mudra Yojana, address  key concerns of our economy.

ROADMAP & PRIORITIES

 # Agenda for 2017-18 is : “Transform, Energise and 
Clean India” – TEC India.

 # TEC India seeks to.

 # Transform the quality of governance and quality of 
life of our people;

 # Energise various sections of society, especially the 
youth and the vulnerable, and enable them to unleash 
their true potential; and 

 # Clean the country from the evils of corruption, black 
money and non-transparent political funding.

 # Ten distinct themes to foster this broad agenda:

 # Farmers : committed to double the income in 5 years;

 # Rural Population : providing employment & basic 
infrastructure;

 # Youth : energising them through education, skills and 
jobs;

 # The Poor and the Underprivileged : strengthening the 
systems of social security, health care and affordable 
housing;

 # Infrastructure: for efficiency, productivity and quality 
of life; 

Key featUres of 
bUDget 2017-2018
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Key featUres of 
bUDget 2017-2018

 # Financial Sector : growth & stability by stronger 
institutions;

 # Digital Economy : for speed, accountability and 
transparency;

 # Public Service : effective governance and efficient 
service delivery through people’s participation;

 # Prudent Fiscal Management: to ensure optimal 
deployment of resources and preserve fiscal stability;

 # Tax Administration: honouring the honest. 

FARMERS

 # Target for agricultural credit in 2017-18 has been 
fixed at a record level of  ` 10 lakh crores

 # Farmers will also benefit from 60 days’ interest waiver 
announced on 31 Dec 2016

 # To ensure flow of credit to small farmers, Government 
to support NABARD

 # for computerisation and integration of all 63,000 
functional Primary Agriculture Credit Societies 
with the Core Banking System of District Central 
Cooperative Banks. This will be done in 3 years at an 
estimated cost of  ` 1,900 crores. 

 # Coverage under Fasal Bima Yojana scheme will be 
increased from 30% of cropped area in 2016-17 to 
40% in 2017-18 and 50% in 2018-19 for which a 
budget provision of ` 9000 crore has been made.

 # Dairy Processing and Infrastructure Development 
Fund to be set up in NABARD with a corpus of ` 2000 
crores and will be increased to ` 8000 crores over 3 
years.

RURAL POPULATION

 # Aim to bring one crore households out of poverty 
and to make 50,000 Gram Panchayats poverty free by 
2019, the 150th birth anniversary of Gandhiji

 # Against target of 5 lakh farm ponds under MGNREGA, 
10 lakh farm ponds would be completed by March 
2017. During 2017-18, another 5 lakh farm ponds will 
be taken up.

 # MGNREGA allocation to be the highest ever at ` 
48,000 crores in 2017-18.

 # Pace of construction of PMGSY roads accelerated to 
133 km roads per day in 2016-17, against an avg. of 
73 km during 2011-2014.

 # Allocation for Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana – 
Gramin increased from ` 15,000 crores in BE 2016-17 
to ̀  23,000 crores in 2017-18 with a target to complete 
1 crore houses by 2019 for the houseless and those 
living in kutcha houses.

 # Well on our way to achieving 100% village 
electrification by 1st May 2018.

 # Total allocation for Rural, Agriculture and Allied 
sectors is ` 187223 crores.

YOUTH

 # Innovation Fund for Secondary Education proposed 
to encourage local innovation for ensuring universal 
access, gender parity and quality improvement to be 
introduced in 3479 educationally backward districts.

 # SWAYAM platform, leveraging IT, to be launched 
with at least 350 online courses. This would enable 
students to virtually attend courses taught by the best 
faculty.

 # National Testing Agency to be set-up as an 
autonomous and self-sustained premier testing 
organisation to conduct all entrance examinations for 
higher education institutions.

 # Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras to be extended to 
more than 600 districts across the country. 100 India 
International Skills Centres will be established across 
the country.

 # Incredible India 2.0 Campaign will be launched across 
the world to promote tourism and employment.

THE POOR AND THE UNDERPRIVILEGED

 # Mahila Shakti Kendra will be set up with an allocation 
of ` 500 crores in 14 lakh ICDS Anganwadi Centres. 
This will provide one stop convergent support services 
for empowering rural women with opportunities 
for skill development, employment, digital literacy, 
health and nutrition 

 # Under Maternity Benefit Scheme ` 6,000 each will be 
transferred directly to the bank accounts of pregnant 
women who undergo institutional delivery and 
vaccinate their children.

 # National Housing Bank will refinance individual 
housing loans of about ` 20,000 crore in 2017-18.

 # Action plan has been prepared to reduce IMR from 39 
in 2014 to 28 by 2019 and MMR from 167 in 2011-13 
to 100 by 2018-2020

 # To create additional 5,000 Post Graduate seats per 
annum to ensure adequate availability of specialist 
doctors to strengthen Secondary and Tertiary levels 
of health care.

 # To foster a conducive labour environment, legislative 
reforms will be undertaken to simplify, rationalise and 
amalgamate the existing labour laws into 4 Codes on 
(i) wages; (ii) industrial relations; (iii) social security 
and welfare; and (iv) safety and working conditions.
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 # The allocation for Scheduled Castes has been increased 
by 35% compared to BE 2016-17. The allocation for 
Scheduled Tribes has been increased to ` 31,920 crores 
and for Minority Affairs to ` 4,195 crores.

INFRASTRUCTURE

 # For transportation sector as a whole, including rail, 
roads, shipping, provision of ` 2,41,387 crores has 
been made in 2017-18.

 # For 2017-18, the total capital and development 
expenditure of Railways has been pegged at ̀  1,31,000 
crores. This includes ` 55,000 crores provided by the 
Government

 # For passenger safety, a Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha 
Kosh will be created with a corpus of ` 1 lakh crores 
over a period of 5 years.

 # Railway lines of 3,500 kms will be commissioned 
in 2017-18. During 2017-18, at least 25 stations are 
expected to be awarded for station redevelopment.

 # 500 stations will be made differently abled friendly by 
providing lifts and escalators.

 # By 2019, all coaches of Indian Railways will be fitted 
with bio toilets. Tariffs of Railways would be fixed, 
taking into consideration costs, quality of service and 
competition from other forms of transport.

 # In the road sector, Budget allocation for highways 
increased from ` 57,976 crores in BE 2016-17 to 
` 64,900 crores in 2017-18

 # 2,000 kms of coastal connectivity roads have been 
identified for construction and development.

 # By the end of 2017-18, high speed broadband 
connectivity on optical fibre will be available in more 
than 1,50,000 gram panchayats, under BharatNet. 
A DigiGaon initiative will be launched to provide 
tele-medicine, education and skills through digital 
technology.

 # For creating an eco-system to make India a global hub 
for electronics manufacturing a provision of ` 745 
crores in 2017-18 in incentive schemes like M-SIPS 
and EDF.

FINANCIAL SECTOR

 # Foreign Investment Promotion Board to be abolished 
in 2017-18 and further liberalisation of FDI policy is 
under consideration.

 # In line with the ‘Indradhanush’ roadmap, ` 10,000 
crores for recapitalisation of Banks provided in 2017-
18

 # Lending target under Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana 
to be set at ` 2.44 lakh crores. Priority will be given to 
Dalits, Tribals, Backward Classes and Women.

DIGITAL ECONOMY

 # 125 lakh people have adopted the BHIM app so far. 
The Government will launch two new schemes to 
promote the usage of BHIM; these are, Referral Bonus 
Scheme for individuals and a Cashback Scheme for 
merchants

 # Aadhar Pay, a merchant version of Aadhar Enabled 
Payment System, will be launched shortly

 # A Mission will be set up with a target of 2,500 crore 
digital transactions for 2017-18 through UPI, USSD, 
Aadhar Pay, IMPS and debit cards.

 # Banks have targeted to introduce additional 10 lakh 
new POS terminals by March 2017. They will be 
encouraged to introduce 20 lakh Aadhar based POS 
by September 2017.

PUBLIC SERVICE

 # The Government e-market place which is now 
functional for procurement of goods and services.

 # A Centralised Defence Travel System has been 
developed through which travel tickets can be booked 
online by our soldiers and officers 

 # Web based interactive Pension Disbursement System 
for Defence Pensioners will be established.

PRUDENT FISCAL MANAGEMENT

 # Stepped up allocation for Capital expenditure by 
25.4% over the previous year

 # Total resources being transferred to the States and 
the Union Territories with Legislatures is ` 4.11 lakh 
crores, against ` 3.60 lakh crores in BE 2016-17.

 # FRBM Committee has recommended 3% fiscal 
deficit for the next three years, keeping in mind the 
sustainable debt target and need for public investment, 
fiscal deficit for 2017-18 is targeted at 3.2% of GDP 
and Government remains committed to achieve 3% in 
the following year.

 # Revenue Deficit of 2.3% in BE 2016-17 stands reduced 
to 2.1% in the Revised Estimates. The Revenue Deficit 
for next year is pegged at 1.9% , against 2% mandated 
by the FRBM Act.

PROMOTING AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND 
REAL ESTATE SECTOR

 # Between 8th November and 30th December 2016, 
deposits between 2 lakh Rupees and 80 lakh Rupees 
were made in about 1.09 crore accounts with an 
average deposit size of ` 5.03 lakh. Deposits of more 
than 80 lakh were made in 1.48 lakh accounts with 
average deposit size of ` 3.31 crores.

Key featUres of 
bUDget 2017-2018
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 # For Joint Development Agreement signed for 
development of property, the liability to pay capital 
gain tax will arise in the year the project is completed 

 # Exemption from capital gain tax for persons holding 
land on 2.6.2014, the date on which the State of 
Andhra Pradesh was reorganised, and whose land is 
being pooled for creation of capital city of Andhra 
Pradesh under the Government scheme.

MEASURES FOR STIMULATING GROWTH

 # For the purpose of carry forward of losses in respect 
of start-ups, the condition of continuous holding of 
51% of voting rights has been relaxed subject to the 
condition that the holding of the original promoter/
promoters continues. Also the profit (linked deduction) 
exemption available to the start-ups for 3 years out of 
5 years is changed to 3 years out of 7 years.

 # MAT credit is allowed to be carried forward up to a 
period of 15 years instead of 10 years at present

 # In order to make MSME companies more viable, 
income tax for companies with annual turnover upto ` 
50 crore is reduced to 25%

 # Allowable provision for Non-Performing Asset of 
Banks increased from 7.5% to 8.5%. Interest taxable 
on actual receipt instead of accrual basis in respect of 
NPA accounts of all non-scheduled cooperative banks 
also to be treated at par with scheduled banks

 # Basic customs duty on LNG reduced from 5% to 2.5%
PROMOTING DIGITAL ECONOMY

 # Under scheme of presumptive income for small and 
medium tax payers whose turnover is upto 2 crores, 
the present, 8% of their turnover which is counted as 
presumptive income is reduced to 6% in respect of 
turnover which is by non-cash means. 

 # No transaction above ` 3 lakh would be permitted in 
cash subject to certain exceptions.

TRANSPARENCY IN ELECTORAL FUNDING

 # Maximum amount of cash donation, a political party 
can receive, will be ` 2000/- from one person.

 # Political parties will be entitled to receive donations 
by cheque or digital mode from their donors.

EASE OF DOING BUSINESS

 # Scope of domestic transfer pricing restricted to only if 
one of the entities involved in related party transaction 
enjoys specified profit-linked deduction.

 # Threshold limit for audit of business entities who 
opt for presumptive income scheme increased from 
` 1 crore to ` 2 crores. Similarly, the threshold for 
maintenance of books for individuals and HUF 

increased from turnover of 10 lakhs to 25 lakhs or 
income from 1.2 lakhs to 2.5 lakhs. 

 # Foreign Portfolio Investor (FPI) Category I & II 
exempted from indirect transfer provision. Indirect 
transfer provision shall not apply in case of redemption 
of shares or interests outside India as a result of or 
arising out of redemption or sale of investment in 
India which is chargeable to tax in India. Commission 
payable to individual insurance agents exempt from 
the requirement of TDS subject to their filing a self-
declaration that their income is below taxable limit.

 # Under scheme for presumptive taxation for 
professionals with receipt upto ` 50 lakhs p.a. advance 
tax can be paid in one instalment instead of four. 

 # Time period for revising a tax return is being reduced 
to 12 months from completion of financial year, at par 
with the time period for filing of return.

 # Also the time for completion of scrutiny assessments 
is being compressed further from 21 months to 18 
months for Assessment Year 2018-19 and further to 12 
months for Assessment Year 2019-20 and thereafter.

PERSONAL INCOME-TAX

 # Existing rate of taxation for individual assesses 
between income of ` 2.5 lakhs to 5 lakhs reduced to 
5% from the present rate of 10%.

 # Surcharge of 10% of tax payable on categories of 
individuals whose annual taxable income is between 
`50 lakhs and ` 1 crore.

 # Simple one-page form to be filed as Income Tax 
Return for the category of individuals having taxable 
income upto ` 5 lakhs other than business income.

 # Appeal to all citizens of India to contribute to Nation 
Building by making a small payment of 5% tax if their 
income is falling in the lowest slab of 2.5 lakhs to 5 
lakhs.

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX

 # The GST Council has finalised its recommendations 
on almost all the issues based on consensus on the 
basis of 9 meetings held 

 # Preparation of IT system for GST is also on schedule.
 # The extensive reach-out efforts to trade and industry 

for GST will start from 1st April, 2017 to make them 
aware of the new taxation system.

 # RAPID (Revenue, Accountability, Probity, 
Information and Digitisation)

 # Maximise efforts for e-assessment in the coming year.
 # Enforcing greater accountability of officers of Tax 

Department for specific act of commission and 
omission.

Key featUres of 
bUDget 2017-2018
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BAFTA 

British academy Film Awards are presented annually by British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts (BAFTA). It’s also known as the BAFTA award. BAFTA award is similar 
as the OSCAR award. Formed in 1947, British Academy of Film and Television Arts 
(BAFTA) is an independent charity that supports, develops and promotes the art forms of 
the moving image – film, television and game in the United Kingdom. These awards were 
first presented on 29th May 1949. The 70th British Academy Film Awards were presented 
at Royal albert Hall, London on 12th February 2017.

Category Winner Details

BEST FILM LA LA LAND Fred Berger, Jordan Horowitz,  Marc Platt

LEADING ACTRESS EMMA STONE La La Land
DIRECTOR DAMIEN CHAZELLE LA LA LAND
LEADING ACTOR CASEY AFFLECK Manchester by the Sea
CINEMATOGRAPHY LA LA LAND Linus Sandgren
ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY MANCHESTER BY THE SEA Kenneth Lonergan
SUPPORTING ACTOR DEV PATEL Lion
OUTSTANDING DEBUT BY A 
BRITISH WRITER, DIRECTOR 
OR PRODUCER

BABAK ANVARI (Writer/Director), 
EMILY LEO, OLIVER ROSKILL, 
LUCAN TOH (Producers)

Under the Shadow

SPECIAL VISUAL EFFECTS THE JUNGLE BOOK Robert Legato, Dan Lemmon, Andrew R. 
Jones, Adam Valdez

ANIMATED FILM KUBO AND THE TWO STRINGS Travis Knight

SUPPORTING ACTRESS VIOLA DAVIS Fences
ADAPTED SCREENPLAY LION Luke Davies
FILM NOT IN THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE

SON OF SAUL László Nemes, Gábor Sipos

DOCUMENTARY 13TH Ava DuVernay

PRODUCTION DESIGN
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE 
TO FIND THEM Stuart Craig, Anna Pinnock

EDITING HACKSAW RIDGE John Gilbert

BRITISH SHORT FILM HOME Shpat Deda, Afolabi Kuti, Daniel Mulloy, 
Scott O’Donnell

BRITISH SHORT ANIMATION A LOVE STORY Khaled Gad, Anushka Kishani Naanayakkara, 
Elena Ruscombe-King

SOUND ARRIVAL Claude La Haye, Bernard Gariépy Strobl, 
Sylvain Bellemare

COSTUME DESIGN JACKIE Madeline Fontaine

ORIGINAL MUSIC LA LA LAND Justin Hurwitz

MAKE UP & HAIR FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS J. Roy Helland, Daniel Phillips

THE EE RISING STAR AWARD 
(voted for by public)

TOM HOLLAND ----

OUTSTANDING BRITISH FILM I, DANIEL BLAKE Ken Loach, Rebecca O’Brien, Paul Laverty

bafta & grammy-
aWarDs
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bafta & grammy-
aWarDs

Edition 59

Venue Los Angelis, USA

Date 12 February 2017

Host James Cordon

Category Person Name 

Album Of The Year Adele

Song Of The Year Adele, “Hello”

Best Rap Album Chance The Rapper, Coloring Book

Best Urban Contemporary Album Beyoncé, Lemonade

Best Country Solo Performance Maren Morris, “My Church”

Best Rock Song David Bowie, “Blackstar”

Best New Artist Chance The Rapper

Producer of the Year, Non-Classical Greg Kurstin

Best Pop Vocal Album Adele, 25

Best Traditional Pop Vocal Album Willie Nelson, Summertime: Willie Nelson Sings Gershwin

Best Musical Theater Album The Color Purple

Best Compilation Soundtrack For Visual Media Miles Ahead (Miles Davis and various artists)

Best Rap Song Drake, “Hotline Bling”

Best Comedy Album Patton Oswalt, Talking for Clapping

Best Folk Album Sarah Jarosz, Undercurrent

Best Country Album Sturgill Simpson, A Sailor’s Guide to Earth

Best Country Song Lori McKenna, songwriter (Tim McGraw) - “Humble and Kind”

Best Dance Recording The Chainsmokers, “Don’t Let Me Down”

Producer of the Year, Classical David Frost

Best Music Film The Beatles, The Beatles: Eight Days a Week the Touring Years

Best World Music Album Yo-Yo Ma & the Silk Road Ensemble, Sing Me Home

Best New Age Album White Sun - White Sun II

Best Music Video Beyoncé, “Formation”

Best Dance/Electronic Album Flume, Skin

GRAMMY AWARD

Grammy Award is an honor awarded by The Recording Academy to recognize outstanding 
achievement in the mainly English-language music industry. It is also known as called 
Gramophone Award. Here are the important facts about Grammy awards 2017.
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Ministry of Tourism compiles monthly estimates of Foreign 
Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) & FTAs on e-Visa on the basis of 
Nationality-wise, Port-wise data received from Bureau of 
Immigration (BOI). Accordingly, for the month of January 
2017, a growth of 16.5% is observed as compared to 
January 2016, surpassing the previous year’s corresponding 
growth of 6.8% observed in January 2016 over January 
2015. Correspondingly, there has been observed a growth 
of 72% in the tourists arrived on e-Visa during January 
2017 over January 2016 by registering a figure of 1.52 
Lakhs as compared to 0.88 Lakhs in the month of January 
2016. Clearly, the share of tourists availing e-Visa facility 
in January 2017 has reached a level of 15.5% as against 
10.4% in the month of January 2016. This clearly outlines 
the steady success of e-Visa facility in quantifiable terms.

 Following a modified approach, Ministry of Tourism from 
the month of January 2017, shall be presenting monthly 
Foreign Tourist Inflows to India as well as the Foreign 
Tourists who availed e-Visa facility, simultaneously.            

The following are the important highlights regarding 
FTAs & FTAs on e-Visa from tourism during the month of 
January, 2017.

Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs):

 # The number of FTAs in January, 2017 were 9.83 lakh 
as compared to FTAs of 8.44 lakh in January, 2016 and 
7.91 lakh in January, 2015.

 # The growth rate in FTAs in January, 2017 over January, 
2016 is 16.5% compared to 6.8% in January, 2016 over 
January, 2015.

 # The percentage share of Foreign Tourist Arrivals 
(FTAs) in India during January 2017 among the top 15 
source countries was the highest from USA (15.01%) 
followed by Bangladesh (14.91%), UK (11.11%), 
Canada (4.63%), Russian Fed. (4.46%), Australia 
(3.65%), Malaysia (3.15%), Germany (2.92%), France 
(2.89%) and China (2.54%), Sri Lanka (2.45%), 
Japan(2.15%),Afghanistan (1.84%), Rep. of Korea 
(1.61%) and Nepal (1.60%).

 # The percentage share of Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) 
in India during January 2017 among the top 15 ports 
was the highest at Delhi Airport (28.30%) followed by 
Mumbai Airport (18.23%), Haridaspur Land checkpost 
(8.17%), Chennai Airport (7.32%), Goa Airport 
(6.51%), Bengaluru Airport (5.32%), Kolkata Airport 
(4.32%), Cochin Airport (3.73%), Ahmedabad Airport 
(3.37%) and Hyderabad Airport (2.74%), Gede Rail 
Land checkpost (1.77%), Trivandrum (1.62%), Trichy 
Airport (1.38%), Ghojadanga land checkpost (1.08%) 
and Amritsar Airport (1.02%).

Foreign Tourist Arrivals (FTAs) on e-Visa

 # During the month of January, 2017 total of 1.52 lakh 
tourist arrived on e-Visa as compared to 0.88 lakh 
during the month of January 2016 registering a growth 
of 72.0%

 # The percentage shares of top 15 source countries 
availing e-Visa facilities during  January, 2017 were as 
follows:

 # UK (22.9%), USA (13.6%), Russian Fed (8.3%), China 
(6.3%), France (5.6%), Australia (4.4%), Germany 
(4.1%), Canada (3.6%), Korea (Rep.of) (3.2%) and 
Ukraine (2.2%), Netherlands (1.6%), South Africa 
(1.4%), Singapore (1.3%), Malaysia (1.3%) and 
Sweden (1.1%).

 # The percentage shares of top 15 ports in tourist arrivals 
on e-Visa during January, 2017 were as follows:

 # New Delhi Airport (36.5%), Mumbai Airport (20.5%), 
Dabolim (Goa) Airport    (16.2%), Chennai Airport 
(7.0%), Bengaluru Airport (5.1%), Kochi Airport 
(4.2%), Kolkata Airport (2.7%), Trivandrum Airport 
(2.0%), Hyderabad Airport (2.0%) and Ahmadabad 
Airport (1.7%), Amritsar Airport (0.8%), Jaipur Airport 
(0.5%), Tirchy Airport (0.4%), Gaya Airport (0.2%)
and Lucknow Airport(0.1%).

foreign toUrist arrivals to inDia 
anD foreign toUrist availing e-visa 

faCility DUring janUary 2017 
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 # India scripted a new chapter in the history of space 
exploration on 15 Feb 2017 with the successful launch 
of a record 104 satellites+ by Isro’s Polar Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (PSLV) in a single mission.

 # India’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle, in its thirty ninth 
flight (PSLV-C37), launches the 714 kg Cartosat-2 
series satellite for earth observation and 103 co-
passenger satellites together weighing about 663 kg 
at lift-off into a 505 km polar Sun Synchronous Orbit 
(SSO). PSLV-C37 was launched from the First Launch 
Pad (FLP) of Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) 
SHAR, Sriharikota. This was the sixteenth flight of 
PSLV in ‘XL’ configuration (with the use of solid strap-
on motors).

 # Of the 103 co-passenger satellites carried by PSLV-C37, 
two – ISRO Nano Satellite-1 (INS-1) weighing 8.4 
kg and INS-2 weighing 9.7 kg – are technology 
demonstration satellites from India. 

 # The remaining 101 co-passenger satellites carried were 
international customer satellites from USA (96), The 
Netherlands (1), Switzerland (1), Israel (1), Kazakhstan 
(1) and UAE (1).  With this successful launch, the total 
number of customer satellites from abroad launched by 
India’s workhorse launch vehicle PSLV has reached 180.

 # The co-passenger satellites comprised of 101 nano 
satellites, one each from Kazakhstan, Israel, The 
Netherlands, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and 96 from United States of America (USA), as well as 
two Nano satellites from India. The total weight of all 
these satellites carried on-board PSLV-C37 was about 
1377 kg. PSLV-C37 lifted off at 0928 hrs (9:28 am) 
IST, as planned, from the First Launch Pad.  After a 
flight of 16 minutes 48 seconds, the satellites achieved 
a polar Sun Synchronous Orbit of 506 km inclined at an 
angle of 97.46 degree to the equator (very close to the 
intended orbit) and in the succeeding 12 minutes, all 
the 104 satellites successfully separated from the PSLV 
fourth stage in a predetermined sequence beginning 

with Cartosat-2 series satellite, followed by INS-1 
and INS- 2. After separation, the two solar arrays of 
Cartosat-2 series satellite were deployed automatically 
and ISRO’s Telemetry, Tracking and Command 
Network (ISTRAC) at Bangalore took over the control 
of the satellite. In the coming days, the satellite will 
be brought to its final operational configuration 
following which it will begin to provide remote sensing 
services using its panchromatic (black and white) and 
multispectral (colour) cameras. The total number of 
Indian satellites launched by PSLV now stands at 46. 
PSLV-C37 also carried two ISRO Nano satellites (INS-
1A and INS-1B), as co-passenger satellites. These two 
satellites carry a total of four different payloads from 
Space Applications Centre (SAC) and Laboratory 
for Electro Optics Systems (LEOS) of ISRO for 
conducting various experiments. The 101 International 
customer Nano satellites were launched as part of the 
commercial arrangements between Antrix Corporation 
Limited (Antrix), a Government of India company 
under Department of Space (DOS),  the commercial 
arm of ISRO and the International customers.

All about 104  satellites

 # Equipped with panchromatic and multispectral 
cameras, the 664kg Cartosat -2 will provide remote 
sensing services similar to that of its predecessors.

 # Images from the satellite will be used for cartographic 
applications, urban and rural applications, coastal 
land use and regulation, utility management like 
road network monitoring, water distribution, creation 
of land use maps, change detection to bring out 
geographical and manmade features and various 
other land information system (LIS) and geographical 
information system (GSI) applications.

 # INS-1A and INS-1B are versatile and modular 
nanosatellite bus system envisioned for future 
science and experimental payload. Among the foreign 
satellites, 88 cube satellites belonged to San Francisco-
based earth imaging startup Planet.  With the launch, 
the company has increased its fleet to 143 satellites 
which will soon begin capturing images of the earth’s 
entire landmass, including India, every day. Eight other 
satellites belonging to Spire Global, US, will provide 
services for vessel tracking and weather measurement.

 # The nano satellites from Israel, Kazakhstan, the 
Netherlands, Switzerland and the UAE are mostly 
technology demonstrators.

pslv-C37 sUCCessfUlly 
laUnCHes 104 satellites in a 

single fligHt
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Hon’ble Union Minister of Finance Sh. Arun Jaitley 
gives away awards for excellence at the 11th Foundation 
Day celebrations of Security Printing and Minting 
Corporation of India Ltd. (SPMCIL) 

SPMCIL contributed to the world’s biggest exercise of 
demonetisation

SPMCIL is among the few government companies to 
have become debt free                                   

Hon’ble Union Minister of Finance Sh. Arun Jaitley gave 
away awards for excellence at the 11thFoundation Day 
celebrations of Security Printing and Minting Corporation 
of India Ltd. (SPMCIL) at the National Media Centre, New 
Delhi. He said that SPMCIL played an important role in 
the world’s biggest exercise of demonetisation. The event 
was also attended by Secretary Economic Affairs, Sh 
Shaktikanta Das and higher officials from SPMCIL. 
The awards were given away to 26 employees of SPMCIL 
for their excellence in various fields during the year 
2015-16. Besides, different units of SPMCIL were also 
awarded for their work in areas of 1) Productivity – India 
Government Mint, Mumbai, 2) Energy Conservation – India 
Security Press, Nashik, 3) Environment & Safety – India 
Government Mint, Noida, 4) Training and Development 
– Security Paper Mill, Hoshangabad, 5) Vigilance – Bank 
Note Press, Dewas, and 6) Official Language (Shri Shankar 
Dayal Singh Shield) – Currency Note Press, Nashik. 
The CMD Cup was awarded to the India Security Press, 
Nashik. The awards were received by the GM/ AGM of the 
respective units. 
While addressing the gathering, the Hon’ble Minister of 
Finance congratulated SPMCIL for becoming debt free and 
said that SPMCIL not only mints money but also makes 
money for the government. He praised the employees of 
SPMCIL for working with 100% efficiency. He added that 
when history of demonetisation is written, a chapter will be 
written on SPMCIL. 
Speaking on the occasion, Secretary Economic Affairs, Sh 
Shaktikanta Das, praised the employees of SPMCIL for 

rising to the occasion to print Rs 500 and Rs 2000 currency 
notes, working 3 shifts a day during remonetisation. He 
added that SPMCIL organised air lifting of currency notes 
from its Nashik and Dewas units. He also emphasized on 
the need to modernize old equipments at SPMCIL. 
Security Printing and Minting Corporation of India Ltd. 
(SPMCIL), a Miniratna Category-I, Schedule-‘A’ Central 
Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) was incorporated on 13th 
January, 2006 to manage four India Government Mints, two 
Currency Presses, two Security Presses and one Security 
Paper Mill, which were earlier being managed directly 
by the Government of India (Ministry of Finance). The 
Corporation is wholly owned by the Central Government. 
The clients of SPMCIL include the Reserve Bank of India 
for Currency Notes, State Governments for Non-Judicial 
Stamp Papers and allied stamps, and Postal Department for 
postal stationery, stamps, etc. Security Presses also produce 
various security items like cheques, railway warrants, income 
tax return order forms, saving instruments, commemorative 
stamps etc. for various clients and passports, visa stickers 
and other travel documents for Ministry of External Affairs 
and Ministry of Home Affairs. Department of Economic 
Affairs (DEA), Ministry of Finance is the client for 
Circulating Coins from the corporation. 
The Corporation has also setup a Joint Venture in October 
2010 with Bhartiya Reserve Bank Note Mudran Pvt. Ltd. 
(BRBNMPL) in the name of Bank Note Paper Mill India 
Private Limited (BNPMIPL) that will lead to indigenous 
production of major CWBN paper requirement, import 
substitution thereby saving valuable foreign exchange and 
further aiding India becoming self-reliant in banknote paper 
production. 
The Sales Turnover of the Corporation has increased to Rs. 
4647.57 crores in 2015-16 from Rs. 4413.85 crores in 2014-
15 registering a growth of 5.30% over the previous year. The 
Corporation has been granted the Excellent rating for sixth 
year in succession by the Department of Public Enterprises 
(DPE) for its MoU evaluation for the year 2014-15.

spmCil
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C K Mishra, Secretary, Health and Family Welfare launched 
the SAATHIYA Resource Kit including ‘Saathiya Salah’ 
Mobile App for adolescents on 20th February 2017 as part 
of the Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram (RKSK) 
program. One of the key interventions under the programme 
is introduction of the Peer Educators (Saathiyas) who act as 
a catalyst for generating demand for the adolescent health 
services and imparting age appropriate knowledge on key 
adolescent health issues to their peer groups. 

In order to equip the Saathiyas in doing so, the Health 
Ministry has launched the Saathiya Resource Kit (including 
‘Saathiya Salah’ Mobile App). 

Introducing the Resource Kit and the Mobile App, C 
K Mishra said that ‘our country is home to 253 million 
adolescents which is largest in the world in terms of absolute 
numbers and when RMNCH programs were launched 
globally, India was the first country to add the ‘+A’ i.e. 
adolescent component to the RMNCH, making it today’s 
RMNCH+A program’. 

He emphasized that ‘adolescents are the critical mass of 
asset which in future would be the biggest dividends to the 
country’s economy; thereby their health and wellness are 
of utmost priority’. To address and cater to the health and 
development needs of the country’s adolescents, Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare launched Rashtriya Kishor 
Swasthya Karyakram (RKSK) in January 2014. 

RKSK identifies six strategic priorities for adolescents –

1. Nutrition

2. Sexual and reproductive health (SRH)

3. Non-communicable diseases (NCDs)

4. Substance misuse

5. Injuries and violence (including gender-based violence)

6. Mental health

The most important component and driving force of RKSK 
program are its Peer Educators and this resource kit has 
been launched to enable them to communicate with the 
adolescents of their community. C K Mishra specified 
that the ‘kit is being launched to enable the 1.6 lakhs Peer 
Educators towards taking their job forward and answering 
all the queries in the minds of an adolescent in-spite of the 
plethora of media (Magazines, TV, internet etc.) available’. 

The Peer Educators will be trained across the country in 
a phased manner, ensuring optimum use of the resource 
kit, which is a ready source of a range of communication 
material specially designed to help the Peer Educator to be 
recognized and respected as ‘saathiya’, a good friend for 
the adolescents. 

This Resource Kit comprises -

i) Activity Book

ii) Bhranti-Kranti Game 

iii) Question-Answer Book 

iv) Peer Educator Diary. 

In addition to the kit, the mobile app ‘Saathiya Salah’ 
(downloadable from Google play-store) was launched, 
which acts as a ready information source for the adolescents 
in case they are unable to interact with the Peer Educators. 
The mobile app is also linked to another important piece of 
cost-effective information platform of a toll-free Saathiya 
Helpline (1800-233-1250) which will act as an e-counselor. 
While the short films will be played by the Peer Educators at 
their group meetings, the activity book and games will bring 
about discussion and resolve adolescent queries. Encashing 
on mobile technology, the shy adolescents or those unable 
to interact with the peer educators due to family reasons, 
can access the information through the free mobile app as 
well the toll free helpline. 

Among senior officials of the Ministry at the launch, also 
present were the representatives of Development Partners 
(UNFPA, PFI) who contributed to development of the 
Resource Kit. Mr. Diega Polacios, Country Director, UNFPA 
stated that ‘the Resource Kit has being designed to present 
the Peer Educators with key information on adolescent 
health, which would then enable them to communicate 
the same and help the adolescents at the grass root/village 
level’. Further at the launch, demo of the Mobile App was 
conducted wherein a mock call was made to the Saathiya 
Helpline by Secretary (HFW).

Why SAATHIYA Resource Kit was launched for the 
RKSK program? 

The SAATHIYA resource kit was launched to enable peer 
educators to communicate with the adolescents of their 
community. The kit will help the 1.6 lakh per educators in 
taking forward their job by answering all queries that are 
generated in the minds of adolescents.

How Peer Educators would be made effective?

As per a release, the peer educators from across the country 
will be trained in a phased manner about the optimum use of 
the kit, which is a ready source of a range of communication 
material specially designed to help them to be recognised and 
respected as ‘saathiya’, a good friend for the adolescents..

The Resource Kit was developed by the help of United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and Population 
Foundation of India (PFI). The two institutions acted as the 
development partners of the SAATHIYA Resource Kit.

‘saatHiya’ resoUrCe Kit anD 
‘saatHiya salaH’ mobile app





Que tm

#Mahendra’s 95

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com

GEnERAL AwAREnESS

TM

APRIL/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Q.1.  The Supreme Court appointed a 
committee of four administrators 
to manage the affairs of BCCI, 
which is headed by-

 1) Vinod Rai  
2) Anurag Thakur 
3) Ashok Amritraj 
4) Abhinav Bindra 
5) Saurav Ganguly

Q.2.  Syed Nasir Hasan related to 
which sport?

 1) Cricket 2) Badminton 
3) Football 4) Hockey 
5) Tennis

Q.3.  Who has been elected as the 
chairman of the African Union 
(AU) commission?

 1) Kgalema Motlanthe 
2) Jacob Zuma  
3) Thabo Mbeki  
4) Moussa Faki Mahamat 
5) P. W. Botha

Q.4.  Cab aggregator Uber 
commenced the operations 
of its bike-sharing product 
“uberMOTO” in-

 1) Mumbai 2) New Delhi 
3) Bengaluru 4) Pune 
5) Hyderabad

Q.5.  Who has partnered with Indian 
major Tata group and US-
based XPRIZE to start a water 
conservation award “Water 
Abundance Prize”?

 1) Australia  
2) New Zealand  
3) Russia  
4) France  
5) Belgium

Q.6.  The Reserve Bank of India 
announced that limits placed 
on daily cash withdrawals from 
ATMs will be withdrawn from-

 1) March 31 2) March 1 
3) February 28 4) February 15 
5) February 1

Q.7.  Who has been appointed as 
the new President of the Table 
Tennis Federation of India 
(TTFI)?

 1) Kgalema Motlanthe 
2) Jacob Zuma  
3) Thabo Mbeki  
4) Dushyant Chautala 
5) P. W. Botha

Q.8.  According to Financial Times 
Global MBA Ranking-2017, 
what is the new position of 
IIM-B?

 1) 32 2) 29 
3) 27 4) 62 
5) 49

Q.9.  Arun Jaitley presented his 
_______ Budget (2017-18) as a 
Finance Minister in Lok Sabha.

 1) 2nd 2) 3rd 
3) 4th 4) 5th 
5) 6th

Q.10. Government has marginally 
revised the GDP growth rate for 
2015-16 to ______ per cent.

 1) 7.6 per cent 2) 7.2 per cent 
3) 7.7 per cent 4) 7.9 per cent 
5) 7.5 per cent

Q.11.  Who has been appointed 
as the ambassador of the 
Swachh Bharat campaign 
by the Ministry of Urban 
Development?

 1) Priyanka Chopra 
2) Vidya Balan  
3) Amitabh Bachchan 
4) Ranveer Singh 
5) Anushka Sharma

Q.12.  Recently, E Ahamed passed 
away. He was a ______.

 1) Former Union Minister 
2) Former Governor of  
    Maharashtra  
3) Singer  
4) Writer  
5) Journalist

Q.13.  Who among the following took 
over as the Director Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)?

 1) Alok Kumar Verma 
2) Ashok Sharma 
3) Devendra Patil 
4) Narendra Singh 
5) Bhuvan Singh

Q.14.  Car maker Tesla unveiled the 
world’s largest battery storage 
plant in ________.

 1) Virginia 2) California 
3) Texas 4) Alaska 
5) Florida

Q.15.  Who has signed an agreement 
with the government to provide 
USD 201.50 million loan for 
quality engineering education 
across several states in India?

 1) International Monetary Fund 
2) World Bank  
3) Asian Development Bank 
4) Asian Infrastructure  
    Investment Bank 
5)  African Development Bank

Q.16.  Name the veteran stage artist, 
theatre director, painter and 
writer, who died recently?

 1) Asim Basu  
2) Devesh Bhatt  
3) Ravindra Kalia 
4) Rajesh Vivek Upadhyay  
5) Subhash Deshmukh

Q.17.  Who has been appointed as 
the new Director General in 
the National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC)?

 1) Suresh Chandra 
2) Vikas Kaul  
3) Ashok Mansukhani 
4) PVK Reddy  
5) Deepak Pant

Q.18.  Who among the following has 
been appointed as the new 
director general of Ordnance 
Factories and the chairman 
of Ordnance Factory Board 
(OFB)?
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 1) S C Bajpai  
2) Karan Bajwa  
3) Baljeet Singh  
4) Sunil Kumar Chourasia 
5) V P Yajurvedi  

Q.19.  The Income Tax Department 
launched _________, an 
e-platform to analyse large 
cash deposits made during the 
demonetisation.

 1) Operation cash 
2) Operation Clean Money  
3) Operation Money 
4) Operation Tax Money 
5) Operation Deposit Money

Q.20.  Recently, the 19th Bharat Rang 
Mahotsav (National Theatre 
Festival) commenced in 
_________.

 1) New Delhi  
2) Maharashtra  
3) Tamil Nadu  
4) Punjab  
5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.21. With which country India 
has signed an agreement to 
construct a multi-ethnic tri-
lingual school in a north central 
district of the island nation?

 1) Myanmar 2) Japan 
3) Bangladesh 4) China 
5) Sri Lanka

Q.22.  Who has been appointed as 
the new chairman of Godrej 
properties?

 1) Pirojsha Godrej 
2) Adi Godrej  
3) Mohit Malhotra 
4) Kalyan Krishnamurthy 
5) Sachin Bansal

Q.23.  What is the tagline of National 
Capital Region Transport 
Corporation (NCRTC)?

 1) Raftaar se Pragati 
2) Gati ke Sath  
3) Raftaar ke Sath 
4) Gati se Pragati 
5) Road se Humsafar Tak

Q.24.  Who among the following 
has won the Indian National 
Snooker Championship 2017?

 1) Pankaj Advani 
2) Pandurangaiah 
3) Aditya Mehta  
4) Geet Sethi  
5) Yasin Merchant

Q.25.  Who created history by 
becoming the number one 
junior singles badminton 
player in the world in the latest 
rankings of the Badminton 
World Federation (BWF)?

 1) Chirag Sen  
2) Siril Verma  
3) Aditya Joshi  
4) Dheeraj Sharma 
5) Lakshya Sen

Q.26.  Who unveiled a new Digital 
Green App for Indian farmers 
to help them sell their crops 
online?

 1) Prince Abu Dhabi 
2) Prince Charles 
3) USA President 
4) Russian President 
5) Queen Elizabeth

Q.27.  Which country tested a cruise 
missile called ‘Sumar’ that is 
capable of carrying nuclear 
weapons?

 1) Afghanistan 2) Pakistan 
3) Iran 4) Turkey 
5) Kazakhstan

Q.28. In which state Vodafone 
Foundation and Pratham 
Education Foundation have 
together introduced a mobile 
telecommunication and 
digitization based learning 
program, ‘Learning with 
Vodafone’ ?

 1) Uttar Pradesh  
2) Bihar  
3) Madhya Pradesh 
4) Maharashtra  
5) Gujarat

Q.29.  Who has been unanimously 
elected as the President of 
All India Tennis Association 
(AITA) till 2020?

 1) Praveen Mahajan 
2) Praful Patel  
3) Anurag Thakur 
4) Ashok Amitraj 
5) Vishal Kaul

Q.30.  Recently Joginder Singh died. 
He was former-

 1) SBI Chief 2) CBI Chief 
3) CJI 4) CAG 
5) NSA

Q.31.  India’s leading vehicle maker, 
Tata Motors announced to 
introduce a new sub-brand 
called-

 1) TALA 2) MOTA 
3) NAMO 4) TAMO 
5) TATA L

Q.32.  Who among the following 
became the Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu?

 1) J.Jayalalitha  
2) O.Paneerselvem 
3) E.K. Palaniswami 
4) C. Ponnaiyan  
5) S.R.Balasubramoniyan

Q.33.  Which country has won the 
gold medal in the boys’ team 
event at the Asian Junior 
Squash 2017 Championships in 
Hong Kong?

 1) Vietnam 2) Japan 
3) China 4) Malaysia 
5) India

Q.34.  A penalty of equal amount 
will be levied for any cash 
transaction of over `3 lakh 
from-

 1) 28 Februry 2017 
2) 1 March 2017 
3) 31 March 2017 
4) 1 April 2017  
5) 1 July 2017
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Q.35.  Who is the minister of Coal 
Ministry in India?

 1) Jual Oram  
2) Harsh Vardhan 
3) Piyush Goyal  
4) Prakash Javadekar 
5) Ananth Geete

Q.36.  Recently in which state Pink 
Polling Booth were installed to 
Encourage Young Voters?

 1) Goa 2) UP 
3) Punjab 4) Kerala 
5) Assam

Q.37.  Who became the second Indian 
after Sachin Tendulkar to 
feature on the cover of Wisden 
Cricketers’ Almanack, an 
annual cricket reference book 
published in the UK?

 1) M.S.Dhoni  
2) Virat Kohli  
3) Yuvraj Singh  
4) Yuzvendra Chahal 
5) Ravichandran Ashwin

Q.38.  Google’s ‘Terra Bella’ satellite 
business was formally known 
as?

 1) Ultrabox 2) Spacebox 
3) Nightbox 4) Skybox 
5) Lunarbox

Q.39.  Who has been selected for 
Israel’s prestigious Genesis 
Prize 2017 for his commitment 
to Jewish values?

 1) Anish Kapoor  
2) Abhay Singh  
3) Joginder Singh 
4) Praveen Mahajan 
5) Ashok Amitraj

Q.40.  Who will be conferred with 
D.Litt by the Yashwantrao 
Chavan Maharashtra Open 
University (YCMOU) for her 
contribution in the field of 
music?

 1) Asha Bhosle  
2) Shubha Mudgal 

3) Lata Mangeshkar 
4) Kavitha Krishnamurthy 
5) Alka Yagnik

Q.41.  According to Billiards and 
Snooker Federation of India 
(BSFI), which country will 
host the World Billiards 
Championship for the next four 
years?

 1) Russia 2) Sweden 
3) USA 4) India 
5) Germany

Q.42.  Gujarat State Road Transport 
Corporation (GSRTC) 
has partnered with whom 
to introduce digital ticket 
payment across its fleet of 8000 
passenger buses?

 1) Paytm 2) Freecharge 
3) PhonePay 4) BHIM 
5) Mobikwik

Q.43.  Which state hosted the 
country’s first National Womens 
Parliament in the country?

 1) Goa  
2) Tamil Nadu  
3) Andhra Pradesh 
4) Kerala  
5) Maharashtra

Q.44.  What is the name of the village, 
which became the first fully 
digital payment enabled village 
of the national capital?

 1) Akodara 2) Hailakandi 
3) Surakhpur 4) Majuli 
5) Gonda

Q.45.  What does ‘P’ stands for in the 
abbreviation “BBPS”?

 1) Provision 2) Programme 
3) Pension 4) Payment 
5) Private

Q.46.  Jovenel Moise sworn in as the 
President of which country?

 1) Aruba 2) Bermuda 
3) Jamaica 4) Bahamas 
5) Haiti

Q.47.  Who is the present cheif of 
Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
of india?

 1) V.K.Sharma  
2) Asif Kapadia  
3) T.S.Thakur  
4) Ashok Gulati  
5) Karnal Singh

Q.48.  Who is the chairman of NBCC?

 1) Ashok Gulati  
2) V.K.Sharma  
3) Asif Kapadia  
4) Anoop Kumar Mittal 
5) Karnal Singh

Q.49.  Who has won the men’s 
singles title at the 81st 
Senior Badminton National 
Championship 2017?

 1) Chirag Sen  
2) Lakshya Sen  
3) Sourabh Verma 
4) Pullela Gopichand 
5) Syed Modi

Q.50.  Which state is going to host 
the 14th Men’s Hockey World 
Cup-2018?

 1) Assam  
2) Odisha  
3) Punjab  
4) Uttar Pradesh  
5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.51. What is the name of the third 
Indian origin women, who has 
been chosen to go into space?

 1) Kalpana Chawla 
2) Sunita Williams 
3) Shawna Pandya 
4) Julie Payette  
5) Lisa Nowak

Q.52.  Recently who released the book 
titled ‘Veerappan, Chasing the 
Brigand’?

 1) Rajnath Singh 
2) Sushma Swaraj 
3) Nitin Gadkari  
4) Pinarayi Vijayan 
5) Uma Bharti
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Q.53.  Who has been appointed as the 
new MD and CEO of National 
Stock Exchange (NSE)?

 1) Ashok Chauhan 
2) Chitra Ramakrishna 
3) A.K.Rai  
4) Sourabh Verma 
5) Vikram Limaye

Q.54.  According to a report by the US 
Chamber of Commerces Global 
Intellectual Property Center 
(GIPC), what is India’s rank in the 
intellectual property index 2017?

 1) 37 2) 39 
3) 41 4) 43 
5) 45

Q.55.  Who among the following has 
sworn in as the new president 
of Somalia?

 1) Mohamed Osman Jawari 
2) Hassan Sheikh Mohamud 
3) Mohamed Abdullahi Farmajo 
4) Sharif Sheikh Ahmed 
5) Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed

Q.56.  Which cab service provider has 
appointed Badri Raghavan as 
Chief Data Scientist?

 1) Uber  
2) Taxi for Sure  
3) Bla Bla  
4) Ola  
5) Radio Taxi

Q.57.  Who has been appointed as the 
Managing Director of LIC?

 1) S.K.Roy  
2) V.K.Sharma  
3) Usha Sangwan 
4) Hemant Bhargava 
5) Ashok Chawla

Q.58.  In which city, technology major 
Google will set up world’s first 
Google Station in India?

 1) Pune  
2) Bengaluru  
3) Mumbai  
4) Gandhinagar  
5) Chandigarh

Q.59.  Who has been named as the 
“Primary Technology Partner” 
by Travelport?

 1) Infosys 2) Wipro 
3) TCS 4) Accenture 
5) Ericsson

Q.60.  The book ‘Pakistan – Courting 
the Abyss’, was recently 
released by whom?

 1) Salman Rushdie 
2) Rajnath Singh 
3) Vijay Kumar  
4) Tilak Devashar 
5) Amitav Ghosh

Q.61.  What is India’s rank in the latest 
FIFA world rankings?

 1) 126 2) 127 
3) 128 4) 129 
5) 130

Q.62.  Who has been appointed as the 
new chairman of SEBI?

 1) Ajay Tyagi  
2) Hemant Bhargava 
3) Nagin Nanda  
4) U.K.Sinha  
5) K. Vijay Kumar

Q.63.  The Union Minister for Science 
& Technology and Earth 
Sciences, ______ released the 
Special Edition of “Atlas for 
Visually Impaired (India)” in 
English Braille.

 1) Jual Oram  
2) Prakash Javadekar 
3) Ananth Geete  
4) Harsh Vardhan 
5) Ram Vilas Paswan

Q.64.  Who among the following has 
set a Guinness World Record 
by building the world’s tallest 
sand castle?

 1) Ajay Srivastava 
2) Nitish Bharti  
3) Rahul Arya  
4) Manas Kumar Sahu 
5) Sudarsan Pattnaik

Q.65.  Where did India’s first National 
Women’s Parliament started?

 1) Sikkim  
2) Assam  
3) Tamil Nadu  
4) Andhra Pradesh 
5) Kerala

Q.66.  Recently which country has won 
the Twenty20 Blind World Cup 
2017 title for the second time?

 1) Australia  
2) South Africa  
3) Bangladesh  
4) Pakistan  
5) India

Q.67.  What is the name of the first 
Indian Naval ship to go green 
by installing a solar power 
system on board?

 1) INS Vikramaditya 
2) INS Viraat  
3) INS Sarvekshak 
4) INS Jalashwa  
5) INS Shishumar

Q.68.  Recently who has been 
elected as the new president of 
Germany?

 1) Joachim Gauck 
2) Angela Merkel 
3) Horst Seehofer 
4) Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
5) Christian Wulff

Q.69.  Who became the new president 
of Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI) ?

 1) Naveen N D Gupta  
2) Nilesh Shivji Vikamsey 
3) Ajay Tyagi  
4) U.K.Sinha  
5) Vikram Limaye

Q.70.  What does ‘C’ stands for, in the 
abbreviation “AEWACS”?

 1) Control 2) Cruise 
3) Carrier 4) Collide 
5) Computed
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Q.71.  Who has been elected as 
President of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry of India (Assocham)?

 1) Naveen N.D.Gupta 
2) Nilesh Vikamsey 
3) Sandeep Jajodia 
4) N.Chandrasekaran 
5) Ajay Tyagi

Q.72. Reliance Defence and 
Engineering signed an 
agreement with the _____ 
Navy for repair and alteration 
services for its warships.

 1) American 2) German 
3) Sri Lankan 4) Australian 
5) Japanese

Q.73.  India’s first floating elementary 
school was recently inaugurated 
in which state?

 1) Sikkim  
2) Manipur  
3) Arunachal Pradesh 
4) J&K  
5) Punjab

Q.74. Indian Space Research 
Organisation created history 
with the successful launch of a 
record ___ satellites by a single 
rocket - PSLV.

 1) 104 2) 94 
3) 84 4) 74 
5) 64

Q.75.  Recently who has been 
honoured with a top bravery 
award in the UK?

 1) Sandeep Jajodia 
2) Jehan Daruwala 
3) Shand Panesar 
4) Robin Fontes  
5) Ajay Tyagi

Q.76.  What does ‘E’ stands for in the 
abbreviation “NIELIT”?

 1) Electronics 2) Enrolment 
3) Emolument 4) Energy 
5) Encripted

Q.77.  Who has won the ‘Sportsman 
of the Year’ award for the 
fourth time at the Laureus 
World Awards ceremony?

 1) Lewis Hamilton 
2) Usian Bolt  
3) Andy Murray  
4) Bradley Wiggins 
5) Mark Cavendish

Q.78.  “Cobra Gold 2017”, is a joint 
military exercise between-

 1) India and Thailand 
2) India and USA 
3) China and India 
4) USA and Thailand 
5) USA and China

Q.79.  Who became the first Indian to 
be promoted by the International 
Basketball Federation (FIBA) as 
the Technical Delegate (TD)?

 1) Hagop Khajirian 
2) Shand Panesar 
3) Criag Nicholson 
4) Norman Isaac  
5) Akshay Verma

Q.80.  Which Indian cities have been 
ranked among the world’s 100 
best places for students in the 
QS Best Student Cities ranking 
for the first time?

 1) Mumbai 2) New Delhi 
3) Chennai 4) 1 and 2 
5) 2 and 3

Q.81.  Who is the captain of the 
women’s Indian Cricket team?

 1) Purnima Rao  
2) Mithali Raj  
3) Thirush Kamini 
4) Harmanpreet Kaur 
5) Poonam Raut

Q.82.  According to The Heritage 
Foundation’s’ Index of 
Economic Freedom report 2017 
what is India’s rank in this list?

 1) 129 2) 135 
3) 139 4) 143 
5) 147

Q.83.  What does ‘M’ stands for in the 
abbreviation “TAMRA”?

 1) Monitoring 2) Money 
3) Mining 4) Major 
5) Mobile

Q.84.  What is the initial capital 
infused by the Government of 
India in Bhartiya Mahila Bank 
(BMB)?

 1)  Rs. 500 crore  
2)  Rs. 750 crore  
3)  Rs. 900 crore  
4)  Rs. 1000 crore  
5)  Rs. 1500 crore 

Q.85.  What is the full form of RTGS-

 1)  Real Technology Ground   
       Settlement   
2)  Real Task Gross System  
3)  Real Time Gross Settlement  
4)  Real Time Gap System  
5)  Real Time Gross System 

Q.86.  Rupay card was launched by 
which organization in India?

 1)  National Payment  
     Corporation India  
2)  Reserve Bank of India  
3)  Government of India  
4)  State Bank of India  
5)  Finance Ministry 

Q87. ATMs operated by Non-
Banking Companies are 
called_________

 1)  Brown Label ATMs (BLAs)  
2)  Automated Teller Machines  
     (ATMs)   
3)  White Label ATMs (WLA)  
4)  Point of Terminal (PoT)  
5)  None of these 

Q.88.  EBT full form-

 1) Electronic Benefits  
    Transfer   
2)  Electrical Business  
     Transaction    
3)  Electronic Business  
     Transfer   
4)  Easy Business Technology  
5)  Easy Benefits Transfer 
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Q.89.  The process of replacing 
physical cheque with electronic 
cheque is known as?

  1)  Demat   
2)  Remat   
3)  Truncation   
4)  Securitization  
5)  None of these 

Q.90.  What is the full form of CVV?

  1)  Card Verification Value  
2)  Card Vested Value  
3)  Card Verified Value  
4)  Card Visualisation Value  
5)  Card Visualised Value 

Q.91.  Indian Banks’ Association was 
formed in-

 1)  1946  2)  1948  
3)  1954  4)  1957  
5)  None of these 

Q.92. Recently who has been 
appointed as the India’s High 
Commissioner to Canada?

 1) Vikas Swaroop 
2) Sandeep Jajodia 
3) Jehan Daruwala 
4) Hemant Bhargava 
5) Ashok Gulati

Q.93.  Former RAW chief _____ has 
been appointed as Officer on 
Special Duty in the National 
Security Council Secretariat.

 1) Anil Dhasmana 
2) Sankaran Nair 
3) Rajinder Khanna 
4) Ravindra Kaushik 
5) B.Raman

Q.94.  What does ‘A’ stands for in the 
abbreviation “DRAL”?

 1) Ariel 2) Aviation 
3) Aircraft 4) Aerospace 
5) Armed

Q.95.  What does MDR stands for?

 1) Margin Discount Rate 
2) Mobile Discount Rate 
3) Maximum Discount Rate 
4) Minimum Discount Rate 
5) Merchant Discount Rate

Q.96.  Who is the president of ICAI?

 1) Naveen Gupta 
2) Nilesh Vikamsey 
3) Sandeep Jajodia 
4) Ajay Tyagi  
5) Hemant Bhargava

Q.97.  Which country has announced, 
mission ‘Mars 2117’, to build 
the first city on Mars in 100 
years?

 1) UAE 2) USA 
3) Russia 4) India 
5) China

Q.98.  Non-bank ATM operators are 
authorized under-

 1)  Payment & Settlement 
Systems Act, 2002 by the 
Reserve Bank of India.

 2)  Payment & Settlement 
Systems Act, 2004 by the 
Reserve Bank of India.

 3)  Payment & Settlement 
Systems Act, 2005 by the 
Reserve Bank of India

 4)  Payment & Settlement 
Systems Act, 2007 by the 
Reserve Bank of India

 5)   None of these

Q.99.  BBPOU stands for –

 1) Bharatiya Bill Payment 
Operating Unit

 2) Bharat Bill Payment 
Operating Units

 3)  Bharat Bill Paytm 
Operating Units

 4) Bharat Bill Payment 
Operation Units

 5)  Bharat Bill Paytm 
Operation Units

Q.100.  Who decides on the figure to  
 be printed on a new note?

  1) RBI  
 2) GOI  
 3) Both 1 & 2  
 4) President of India 
 5) None of these

ANSWER - GENERAL AWARENESS
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Q.1.  E. Palaniswami is set to 

become the ______ Chief 
Minister of Tamil Nadu.

 1. 10th 2. 12th  

3. 13th 4. 14th  

5. 15th

 Ans. 3

 Source- The Hindu

Q.2.  Recently, Indian Navy has 
launched an Integrated 
Underwater Harbour Defence 
and Surveillance System 
(IUHDSS) in which of the 
following city?

 1. Mumbai    
2. Chennai    
3. Kolkata     
4. Visakhapatnam   
5. Surat

 Ans. 1

 Source- The Indian Express

Q.3.  The historic Right to 
Information (RTI) Act has 
come into force in which of 
the following country?

 1. Nepal 2. Bhutan  
3. Sri Lanka 4. China  
5. Pakistan

 Ans. 3

 Source- The Indian Express

Q.4.  Leading professional service 
firm KPMG India has 
selected ________ as its new 
Chairman and CEO.

 1. Sanjeev Sanyal   
2. Navrang Saini   
3. Mukulita Vijaywargiya  
4. Arun M Kumar   
5. None of these

 Ans. 4

 Source- The Indian Express

Q.5.  Famous player Yuki Bhambri 
is related to which of the 
following sport?

 1. Football 

2. Hockey  

3. Cricket  

4. Badminton    
5. Tennis

 Ans. 5

 Source- The Times of India

Q.6.  Recently, which airways 
launched the world’s longest 
scheduled commercial 
service?

 1. Kuwait Airways  
2. Qatar Airways   
3. Malaysia Airways  
4. Singapore Airways  
5. Canada Airways

 Ans. 2

 Source- The Times of India

Q.7.  Who among the following is 
the India’s envoy to Pakistan?

 1. Sharat Sabharwal  
2. TCA Raghavan   
3. Gautam Bambawale  
4. Satyabrata Pal    
5. Shivshankar Menon

 Ans. 3

 Source- The Economic Times

Q.8.  The Budget may have allotted 
Rs. 150 cr. for the Chabahar 
port. This port is situated in 

which country?

 1. Iraq 2. Iran  
3. Oman 4. Yemen  
5. Sri Lanka 

 Ans. 2

 Source- The Economic Times

Q.9.  Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy 
is related to which of the 
following sport?

 1. Football 

2. Hockey  

3. Cricket   

4. Badminton    
5. Tennis

 Ans. 3

 Source- The Indian Express

Q.10.  Who has been on top position 

in the latest ICC rankings of 
T20 batsmen?

 1. David Warner    

2. AB de Villiers   
3. M.S.Dhoni    
4. Virat Kohli    
5. Glenn Maxwell

 Ans. 4

 Source- The Indian Express

Q.11.  Which Union Ministry has 
launched Measles Rubella 
(MR) vaccination campaign 
at Bengaluru.

 1. Union Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare

 2. Union Ministry of Home 
Affairs

 3. Union Ministry of Urban 
Development,

 4. Union Ministry of 
Consumer Affairs,

 5. Union Ministry of 
Women and Child 
Development

 Ans. 1

 Source- Jansatta



#Mahendra’s

np QUiZ CuRREnT AFFAiRS

102

Get Free Study Material On - www.mahendraguru.com
TM

APRIL/2017/MASTER IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Q.12.  The New Delhi Municipal 
Council passed a proposal to 
change the name of Dalhousie 
Road to _________.

 1. Shah Jahan Road  
2. Dara Shikoh Road  
3. Jahangir Road   

4. Aurangzeb Road  
5. Timur Road

 Ans. 2

 Source- The Hindu

Q.13.  Who among the following is 
the China’s Ambassador to 
India?

 1.   Luo Zhaohui    
2. Ye Hao    
3. Hu Shan    
4. Xu Hong     
5. Li Fushun

 Ans. 1

 Source- The Hindu

Q.14.  Who among the following is 
the Director General of World 
Trade Organisation (WTO)?

 1. Margaret Chan  

2. Mike Moore   
3. Pascal Lamy   
4. Roberto Azevedo   
5. Mukulita Vijaywargiya

 Ans. 4

 Source- The Hindu

Q.15.  Recently which state 
government has launched 
Chief Minister Samagra 
Gramya Unnayan Yojana 
(CMSGUY)?

 1. Andhra Pradesh  

2. Arunachal Pradesh  
3. Assam   
4. Bihar   

5. Chhattisgarh

 Ans. 3

 Source- The Hindu

Q.16.  The Union government 
has formed a six-member 
committee to improve 
India’s Haj policy, who is 
the convenor (Head) of this 
committee?

 1. Afzal Amanullah  
2. Salman Al-Azami  
3. Irfan Habib   

4. Mohammad Hamid   
 Ansari

 5. Khawaja Nazimuddin

 Ans. 1

 Source- The Hindu

Q.17.  The Union Ministry of Human 
Resource Development 
(HRD) will soon set up NTA 
to conduct examinations. 
NTA stands for-

 1. National Testing   

 Association

 2.  National Testing Agency

 3.  National Testing   

 Agreement

 4.  Nation Testing Agency

 5. National Technology   
 Agency

 Ans. 2

 Source- The Hindu

Q.18.  China’s newly-formed 
Rocket Force has conducted 
an exercise with advanced 
_______ medium-range 
ballistic missile that has a 
range of over 1,000 km.

 1. DF-12   
2. DF-13   

3. DF-14   

4. DF-15   
5. DF-16

 Ans. 5

 Source- Jansatta

Q.19.  Civil rights activist Irom 
Chanu Sharmila is belongs to 
which political party?

 1. The Peoples Republic 
and Justice Alliance

 2. The Peoples Resurgence 
and Justice Alliance

 3. The People Resurgence 
and Justice Alliance

 4. The Peoples Resurgence 
and Jury Alliance

 5. The Peoples Resurgence 
and Janta Alliance

 Ans. 2

 Source- Jansatta

Q.20.  Who among the following 
is the President of 

‘Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII)’?

 1. Naushad Forbes

 2. Chandrajit Banerjee

 3. Sumit Mazumder

 4. TCA Raghavan

 5. Sharat Sabharwal

 Ans. 1

 Source- Jansatta

Q.21. All restrictions on cash 
withdrawals from savings 
bank accounts imposed on 
November 8 will be removed 
from-
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 1. March 13    

2. March 14   
3. March 15    
4. March 16    
5. March 17

 Ans. 1

 Source- The Hindu

Q.22.  Who among the following is 
the Union Minister of state 
for Civil Aviation?

 1. Santosh Kumar Gangwar

 2. Ram Kripal Yadav  
3. Kiren Rijiju   

4. Sudarshan Bhagat  
5. Jayant Sinha

 Ans. 5

 Source- The Hindu

Q.23.  Match the following-

 Country           Financial Year

A. Japan           1. Oct-Sep     

B. US               2. Jan-Dec  

C. China           3. Apr-Mar

 Find the correct sequence of 
country and their financial 
year?

 1. A3, B1, C2   
2. A2, B3, C1   
3. A2, B1, C3   
4. A2, B3, C1   
5. A1, B2, C3

 Ans. 1

 Source- The Hindu

Q.24.  According to Tesla CEO 
_____ company plans to enter 
the Indian market during this 
summer.

 1. Jeff Bezos   

2. Lisa Su   

3. Elon Musk   
4. Tim Armstrong  
5. Hiroshi Okuda

 Ans. 3

 Source- The Hindu

Q.25.  Who among the following 
is not a Deputy Governor of 
RBI?

 1. Viral V Acharya  
2. R Gandhi   
3. S S Mundra   
4. N. S. Vishwanathan  
5. Urjit Patel

 Ans. 5

 Source- The Hindu

Q.26.  According to a report by 
the GIPC, what is the rank 
of India in the International 

Intellectual Property Index?

 1. 41    
2. 42    
3. 43    
4. 44    
5. 45

 Ans. 3

 Source- The Financial  
Express

Q.27.  Which Aayog or Authority 
has decided the rank of states/
UTs on the basis of digital 
transactions?

 1. Reserve Bank of India  
2. NITI Aayog   
3. Securities and Exchange  
 Board of India  

4. National Payment   
 Corporation of India  

5. None of these

 Ans. 2

 Source- The Financial Express

Q.28.  In the 6th Bi-monthly 
Monetary Policy review RBI 
kept its key policy rate (Repo 
Rate) unchanged at ___%.

 1.  6.50    
2. 6.25    
3. 6.75    
4. 7.25    
5. 7.50

 Ans. 2

 Source- The Financial 
Express

Q.29.  By the end of 2017-18, 
high speed broadband 

connectivity on optical fibre 
will be available in more than 
________ gram panchayats 
under BharatNet.

 1. 1,60,000    
2. 1,70,000    
3. 1,50,000    
4. 1,80,000    
5. 1,90,000 

 Ans. 3

 Source- The Financial Express

Q.30.  Pace of construction of 
PMGSY roads accelerated 
to ______ roads per day in 
2016-17.

 1. 150 km   
2. 180 km   
3. 133 km   
4. 153 km   
5. 130 km

 Ans. 3

 Source- The Financial Express
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Mohd.Hamid Ansari
2. Chairperson of Lok Sabha Sumitra Mahajan
3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D Modi
4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
6. Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
7. Chief Election Commissioner Syed Nasim Ahmed Zaidi
8. Election Commissioner Om Prakash Rawat
9. Election Commissioner Achal kumar jyoti
10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V chaudhary
11. Foreign Secretary Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Shashi Kant Sharma
13. Chairman, National Commission for Backward Classes Jus. Vangala Eswaraiah
14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
15. CBI Director Alok Kumar Verma
16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Rameshwar Oraon
17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Naseem Ahmed
18. Chairman, UPSC David R. Syiemlieh
19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Sharad Kumar
20. Chairman, UGC Ved Prakash
21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO A S Kiran kumar
22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy Sekhar Basu
23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Sushil Chandra
27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority T.S. Vijayan
28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Upendra Kr. Sinha
29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Arundhati Bhattacharya
30. Chairman, LIC V.K. Sharma
31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Mehrishi
33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Lalitha Kumaramanglam
34. Chairman, 14th Finance Commission Y.Venugopal Reddy
35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Devendra Kumar Sikri
36. Chairperson,CentralBoard of Film Certification Pahlaj Nihalani
37. President, ASSOCHAM Sandeep Jajodia
38. Chairman, NASSCOM C.P. Gurnani
39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
41. Chairperson, Children Film Society of India Mukesh Khanna
42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre Kamlesh Nilkanth Vyas
43. President, CII Dr. Naushad Forbes
44. President, FICCI Harshavardhan Neotia
45. Chairman, National Knowledge Commission Sam Pitroda
46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
48. Chairman, Investment Commission Ratan Tata
49. Finance Secretary  Ashok Lavasa
50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association T.M.Basin

Data as on 20th Feb, 2017








