




© Copyright Reserved
 # No part of this issue can be printed in 
whole or in part without the written 
permission of the publishers.

 # All the disputes are subject to Delhi 
jurisdiction only.

Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.

CONTENTS
VOL-17
ISSUE -04

Editor
 N.K. Jain
Advisors

Neeraj Chabra
K.C.Gupta

Registered Office
Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.

103, Pragatideep Building,
Plot No. 08, Laxminagar,

District Centre, New Delhi - 110092
TIN-09350038898
w.e.f. 12-06-2014

Branch Office
Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.

E-42,43,44, Sector-7, Noida (U.P.)

For queries regarding
promotion, distribution &
advertisement, contact:-

E-mail-sales@mahendras.org
Ph.: 09208037962

Owned, printed & published by
N.K. Jain

103, Pragatideep Building,
Plot No. 08, Laxminagar,

District Centre, New Delhi - 110092
Please send your suggestions and

grievances to:-
Mahendra Publication Pvt. Ltd.

CP-9, Vijayant Khand,
Gomti Nagar Lucknow - 226010

E-mail:info@mahendras.org

Interview  5

Current Affairs - One Liner 6-9

Spotlight  10

The People  11-19

News Bites  20-58

Designation : Who's Who 59

Word of English - Etymology 60 

2021 Suez Canal Obstruction 61-63

Reservation  64-65

The 66th Filmfare Awards54-56 66

The 67th National Film Awards 54-56 67-68

Quiz Time - General Awareness 69-84

SSC MTS - Model Paper 2020 85-94

UPSI - Model Paper 2020 95-114

Reservation

The 67th National Film 
Awards

2021 Suez Canal Ob-
struction

The 66th Filmfare 
Awards



Dear Aspirants,
  We feel delighted to present to you the "April 2021" edition of "Master in Current Affairs". MICA is a 
comprehensive magazine focused on both the intellectual and competitive nature of learning. Apart from the competitive 
edge, MICA is intended to provide you with a vision of self-enhancement. MICA includes highly acclaimed sections such 
as, Newsletters, News Diary, One Liner, World of English, which are directly related to your preparation for competitive 
examinations. Chalte - Chalte is one of the most steering elements of MICA on the go, which is mentioned below every 
page. This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the important issues of this 
month which may play a vital role in the forthcoming examination. The important topics covered in this edition are: 

2021 Suez Canal Obstruction- In March 2021, the Suez Canal, one of the world's busiest trade routes, was blocked 
for six days after the accidental grounding of Ever Given, a Golden-class container ship. The company said that the 
400-metrelong (1,300 ft.) vessel had been buffeted on 23 March by strong winds, knocking it off course.

Reservation- Reservation is a system of affirmative action in India that provides historically disadvantaged groups 
representation in education, employment and politics. Based on provisions in the Indian Constitution, it allows the Indian 
government to set reserved quotas or seats, which lower the qualifications needed in exams, job openings etc. for 
"socially and economically backward citizens."

66th Filmfare awards- The Filmfare awards were first introduced in 1954. The Clares was the original name 
of the award ceremony, named after The Times of India critic Clare Mendonca.

67th National Film Awards - The 67th National Film Awards have finally been announced. Delayed by one 
year due to the coronavirus pandemic, the awards were announced during a press conference in Delhi.

In this edition as a wish for your bright and prosperous future we are providing “UPSI MODEL 
PAPER 2020” and “SSC MTS MODEL PAPER 2020” for your self-assessment. You can also 
test your Current Affairs by visiting the Quiz Time section for self-assessment, which includes all 
possible multiple-choice questions from the current affairs of this month. To serve you better we 
will diligently serve you our level best with various new topics and news that is important from 
the examination point of view.

Best of luck for your exams.
Your suggestions will be highly valuable and welcomed.
 
 With Best Wishes
 Editor : N.K. Jain                                        “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
“Man needs his difficulties because they are necessary to enjoy success.”

 - A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
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A contract for construction of Eight Missile Cum Ammunition Barges (MCA) has been concluded 

with M/s SECON, Visakhapatnam a MSME.

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Mr. Shailendra Kumar Singh
Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Kanak Devi
Hobbies  :  Book reading and playing cricket.
Prior Selection  :  None
Name of the Exam : Bank of India (Clerk)
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 1871013053
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : RNC0711476840

Sunny Kumar

MICA : Mahendra's family expresses 
its heartfelt congratulations 
on your success.

Sunny : Thank You!
MICA : To whom do you want 

to give the credit of your 
selection?

Sunny : To Mahendra's faculty, Lab 
ST facility and my whole 
family.

MICA : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in this 
examination?

Sunny : It was my first attempt.
MICA : What is the role of 

Mahendra's institute in your 
selection?

Sunny : Yes, Mahendra's Institute 
played a big role in my 
preparation, specially in 
guidance in PSS.

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
examination?

Sunny :  

English Language
Reading The Hindu everyday and 

giving more than two ST every week 
and analyze the questions.

Reasoning Ability
Mahendra's youtube channel, 

reasoning faculty and ST analyze 
were helped me a lot.

Numerical Ability
For Maths, focused on basics of 

commercial maths and DI and maths 
faculties approach also followed.

General Awareness
MICA is on in all for General 

Awareness and banking also sheet's 
static is helpful. 

Computer Knowledge
PDF's from Mahendra's website 

helped me a lot.
MICA : What would you say about 

“Master in Current Affairs” 
Magazine (MICA) and 
Mahendra Guru Website?

Sunny : MICA and Mahendra's 
website keeps me update on 
everyday basis in all subjects.

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

Sunny : The best things about 
Mahendra's are well qualified 
teaching faculties. ST facility 
and most important PSS 
facility helped me a lot.

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Sunny : Time management is the key 
to success we must follow 
proper time schedule in study 
for selection in any exam.

MICA : How did you prepare for the 
Interview?

Sunny : I am reading the basic 
banking concepts partially 
related to RRB and 
give mock interview of 
Mahendra's.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions 
asked?

Sunny : In interview first of all I am 
telling my personal info.

The questions asked were:
I.  What is NPCI? Tell me about 

NPCI and roll of NPCI.
II.  They asked daily current affairs 

questions also like state CM, 
governor and current situation of 
state.

III.  What is RRB? Currently how 
many RRBs in India.

IV.  What is NABARD?
IV.  What is Banking Ombudsman?
MICA : From whom did you get 

information of your selection 
and what was your reaction?

Sunny : I checked my result from 
myself and I believed on my 
hard work that I will surely 
qualify the exam.

MICA : What message do you want 
to convey to other aspirants?

Sunny : Always follow the proper 
guidance which is given from 
the Mahendra's faculty and 
focus on learning something 
important everyday.

MICA : Congratulations! once 
again on your success. Your 
success is our success.

Sunny : Thank You!
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ONE Liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Who has been given additional charge of Puducherry? 
 - Tamilisai Sundararajan

 # Ajit Vinayak Gupte has been appointed as the next 
ambassador of India to which country?   
 - Egypt

 # Bikram Singh Bedi has been appointed as the MD of 
which company? - Google Cloud

 # Jean Michel Sama has been appointed as the new PM 
of which country? - Congo

 # Jyotsna Phanija has become the youngest woman to do 
a Ph.D. at which age? - 25 years

 # Recently Cloris Leachman has been passed away. She 
was related to which profession?   
 - Actor

 # Recently M Rama Jois has passed away, He was former 
Governor of which State? - Jharkhand and Bihar

 # Recently Rajiv Kapoor has passed away, he was related 
which profession? - Actor

 # Recently Shri Bansi Kaul has passed away, He was related 
to which profession? - Director

 # Ryszard Szurkowski has been passed away, he was 
related to which sport? - Cyclist

 # The Former Union Minister Captain Satish Sharma 
has passed away. He was a veteran leader of which 
political party? - Congress

 # Which actor has signed in as the Agriculture Ambassador 
of the Karnataka government?     
 - Darshan

 # Who has appointed by US President Joe Biden to lead 
his Malaria Initiative in African and Asian countries? 
 - Raj Panjabi

 # Who has appointed as the brand ambassador of Redmi 
India? - Sonu Sood

 # Who has appointed as Under-Secretary-General and 
Associate Administrator of UNDP?   
 - Usha Rao-Monari

 # Who has been appointed as Acting Chief of Staff of 
NASA? - Bhavya Lal

Adani Green Energy said its arm Adani Wind Energy Kutch Three Limited (AWEKTL) has 
commissioned a 100 megawatt (MW) wind power plant located at Kutch, in Gujarat.

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

AWARDS

 # According to Kerala Sahitya Akademi Awards which 
is selected as Best Novel? - Meesha

 # Which film has been shortlisted in top 10 films under 
Live Action Short film category for 93rd Oscar 
Awards? - Bittu

 # Which airport has won the 'Voice of the Customer' 
award? - Bangalore

 # Which organisation has received the Asia Environmental 
Enforcement Award-2020 by the UNEP?   
 - The Wildlife Crime  
  Control Bureau

 # Which Chief Minister has been honoured with 
“SKOCH CM of the Year”?     
 - YS Jagan Mohan  
   Reddy

 # Who has been named as the "Chief Human Resources 
Officer of the Year" at the 29th Global HRD Congress 
awards? - Kalyan Kumar

 # Who has won the Sanctuary Lifetime Service Award 
2020? - Theodore Baskaran

 # How many new Sainik Schools has proposed to set up 
in the country for Financial Year 2021-22?  
 - 100

 # How much amount Government has allocated to 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana for 2021-22?  
 - Rs 16,000 cr

 # How much amount to be provided for Welfare Scheme 
for tea workers in budget 2020-2021?   
 - Rs.1000 Crore

 # In how many states and UTs the "One Nation One Ration 
Card" under implemented? - 32

 # Pragyan Bharati and "Bhasha Gaurav" two schemes 
related to which state/UT? - Assam

 # Which campaign has been launched by the central 
government to ensure energy security?   
 - Go Electric campaign
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NATIONAL & STATE

Army's Srinu Bugatha and Asian Games gold medallist Sudha Singh won the men's and women's 
titles respectively of the sixth New Delhi Marathon.

 # In which State the PM Modi dedicates to nation four 
infrastructure projects worth Rs 4,700 crore?  
 - West Bengal

 # On which date the FASTag has become mandatory on 
National Highways? - February 15, 2021

 # Pattachitra is associated with which State?  
 - Odisha

 # Prime Minister Narendra Modi has recently laid the 
foundation stone of the Dhubri Phulbari Bridge in 
which State? - Assam

 # Recently cabinet of which State Government has approved 
mission 'Lal Lakir'? - Punjab

 # Recently Government approves proposals worth over 
__________to increase level of processing & value 
addition of horticultural & agricultural produce.  
 - Rs 363 cr

 # Recently how much amount Union Cabinet approved 
"production-linked incentive scheme" for telecom 
sector? - Rs 12,195 Crore

 # Recently in how many states/UT the assembly elections 
announced by Election Commission of India?  
 - 5

 # Recently in which city "Shri Guru Ravidas Vishva 
Mahapeeth Rashtriya Adhiveshan" has been organized? 
 - New Delhi

 # Recently Pangong Lake was in news, located in which 
State/UT? - Ladakh

 # Recently Tapovan tunnel was in news, located in 
which State/UT? - Uttarakhand

 # Recently which State government has increases 
retirement age for its employees?   
 - Tamil Nadu

 # Scientists have found the first geological evidence of 
an earthquake at Himebasti Village located in which 
State? - Assam and Arunachal

 # The government of India has recently set a target 
of 100% electrification of broad-gauge routes to be 
completed by which year? - 2023

 # Which is the first State to complete 5 lakh vaccines? 
 - Uttar Pradesh

 # Which is the large-and mid-sized state has been ranked 
last in the India Justice Report 2020?   
 - Uttar Pradesh

 # Which place Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the 
foundation stone of four-lane highways project worth 
Rs 2,000 crore? - Puducherry

 # Which place the "Saras Aajeevika Mela" 2021 has 
organized? - Noida

 # ____________amount of budget for 2021-22 UP 
Government presented in Assembly to make state 
"Atmanirbhar"? - Rs 5, 50,270 cr

 # Delhi Chief Minister has launched which campaign to 
promote electric vehicles? - Switch Delhi

 # How many cities are selected for Nurturing Neighbourhoods 
Challenge? - 25

 # How many State/UT Nitin Gadkari has inaugurated 50 
artisan-based SFURTI clusters?   
 - 18

 # How many Tejas light combat aircraft the government 
signed a deal to purchased? - 83

 # How much amount government set aside for the 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs in the Union Budget for the 
financial year 2021-22? - Rs 7,524 crore

 # How much amount has been allocated in the Budget 
2021-22 for the Ministry of Education?   
 - Rs 93,224.31 crore

 # How much amount has been announced for the 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting in the fiscal 
year 2021-2022? - Rs 4071.23 crore

 # How much amount Odisha has announced for the 
development of "Maa Samaleswari Shrine"?  
 - Rs 200-crore

 # In which State Tech major Microsoft has launched its 
new India Development Center (IDC) facility?  
 - Uttar Pradesh

 # In which State the environment ministry has approved 
"Lakhwar Electricity Project"?    
 - Uttarakhand

 # In which State the Maharaja Suheldev Memorial is 
located? - Uttar Pradesh

 # Which Ministry launches new Central Sector Scheme 
titled "Formation and Promotion of 10,000 FPOs"? 
 - The Ministry of   
  Agriculture

 # Which State government has launched the 'Beggar 
Free Scheme'? - Rajasthan

 # Which Scheme has been launch to make Indian textile 
industry globally competitive?    
 - Mega Investment  
  Textiles Parks

 # Which year PM KISAN launched?   
 - 24th February 2019

 # Who has launches e-Chhawani portal?   
 - Rajnath Singh
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FINANCIAL AWARENESS

 # Crown Group has been signs MoU for development of 
aerospace cluster which company?   
 - TIDCO

 # How much amount has been approved by Central 
Government for the "Start-up India Seed Fund 
Scheme"? - Rs 945 crore

 # How much percentage FDI limit has been proposed to 
increase in insurance companies?   
 - 74

 # How much RBI has been projected India’s GDP for 
year 2021-22? - 10.50%

 # Markets regulator Sebi imposed a penalty of _______
on the NSE for failing to provide a level-playing field 
for trading members subscribing to its tick-by-tick 
(TBT) data feed system. - Rs 1 crore

 # NTPC plans to start the first of its kind premium 
hydrogen fuel bus service in India on which intercity 
route? - Delhi - Jaipur

 # The Union Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has 
inaugurated the National Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal at which place? - Chennai

 # Which Ministry of the Indian government is organizing the 
event 'Udyog Manthan'? - Commerce Ministry

 # Which organisation has partnered with Gulf Oil 
International for investing and exploring opportunities 
in the electric vehicle charging space?   
 - Gulf Oil Lubricants  
  India

 # Which organization has ranked third most valued IT 
services brand globally? - TCS

 # Which Port Trust crosses 100 Million Metric Tons in 
cargo handling? - Deendayal Port Trust

 # Which social media platform has suspended 500 
accounts for policy breach after the Indian government's 
request? - Twitter

 # Who among the chairman of the 587th meeting of the 
Central Board of Directors of Reserve Bank of India? 
 - Shaktikant Das

 # Who has become Estonia's first female prime 
minister? - Kaja Kallas

Around 25 million new jobs will be created by the Indian retail sector by 2030, as per Retail 4.0 
Report released by Nasscom in partnership with Technopak.

 # ______is participating in the Naval Defence Exhibition 
(NAVDEX 21) and International Defence Exhibition 
(IDEX 21) in UAE. - INS Pralaya

 # How many Indian-origin people have been featured in 
the "Time100 Next 2021"? - 5

 # How many secondary schools will build by India in 
Nepal? - 6

 # How much amount India has paid the United Nations 
regular budget assessment with a payment?  
 - USD 24.12 million

 # In which country the "Shahtoot dam" is located?  
 - Afghanistan

 # India and Japan have held which edition of the joint 
meeting of Act East Forum? - 5th

 # Prime Minister of which country Giorgi Gakharia has 
resigned? - Georgia

 # Recently “Package Solution” was in news, related to 
which? - Permanent Seat in  
  United Nation

 # Recently Greta Thunberg was in news, she was related 
to which Country? - Sweden

 # The European Union has held the 11th "Macroeconomic 
Dialogue" virtually with which country?   
 - India

 # The Government of India has approved the sending of 
1 lakh Covid-19 vaccines to which country?  
 - Cambodia

 # What is India's rank in the Innovation Index 2021 
released by Bloomberg? - 50

 # Which country has participated with India in the 16th 
edition of joint military exercise 'Yudh Abhyas 20'? 
 - USA

 # Which country is poised to become the second country 
in the world to land successfully on Mars?  
 - China

 # Which City Recognized as "2020 Tree City of the 
World"? - Hyderabad

 # Which country has approved a project to build the 
world's first energy island in the North Sea?  
 - Denmark

 # Which country has hosted the 17th Ministerial Meeting 
of Asia Cooperation Dialogue 2021?   
 - Turkey

 # Which country has signed a MoU with India for design, 
manufacture and launch of satellites by students?  
 - Bangladesh

INTERNATIONAL  # Which country India gifted 2,000 metric tonnes of 
rice? - Syria

 # Which State government has signed a CHIRAAG project 
with the World Bank? - Chhattisgarh

 # Which word has elected as the Oxford Hindi word 
2020? - Atamnirbharta
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SPORTS

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

 # 26th edition of “Hunar Haat” organized at which 
place? - Delhi

 # In which city the "Aero India" 2021 has been 
organised? - Bengaluru

 # In which State the "School of Public Health" has been 
launched? - Rajasthan

 # On which date the International Day of Zero Tolerance 
for Female is observed globally?   
 - 06-Feb

 # The "Amrut Mahotsav" is the celebration of which 
event? - 75 year of Independence

 # The "World Day of Social Justice" is observed every 
year on which day? - 20-Feb

 # The 4th edition of the "Pariksha Pe Charcha 
programme" will be held in which month?  
 - March

 # The International Day for Human Fraternity is observed 
on which date? - 04-Feb

 # The National Productivity Day is observed every year 
in India on which date? - 12-Feb

 # The World Pulses Day is observed on which date? 
 - 10th February

 # What is the rank of India in Democracy index 2020? 
 - 53

 # What is the theme of World Thinking Day 2021?  
 - Peacebuilding

 # When is International Mother Language Day (IMLD) 
being observed? - 21-Feb

 # Which airline has launched 24 new flight?  
 - SpiceJet

 # Which ministry has launched the mobile application 
for "PMSVANidhi se Samriddhi"?   
 - Ministry of Housing  
  and Urban Affairs

 # Which State is all set to launch the three-tower 'Gender 
Park'? - Kerala

 # Who has launched "Asom Mala" and lays Foundation 
Stone of two Hospitals in Assam?   
 - Narendra Modi

 # Who has launched the book titled "Rashtra Pratham-82 
varshon ki swarinm gatha"?     
 - Amit Shah

 # Who is founder of Arya Samaj?   
 - Dayanand Saraswati

 # In which country is the 30th Adriatic Pearl tournament 
held? - Montendurgo

 # Recently IPL Franchise Kings XI Punjab change its 
name, what is the new name of Kings XI Punjab? 
 - Punjab Kings

 # Recently which South Africa's player retired from Test 
Cricket? - Faf du Plessis

 # Who has became the most valuable Indian celebrity in 
2020? - Virat Kohli

 # Who has become the second highest wicket-taker in 
Tests played in India? - Ravichandran Ashwin

 # Who has set new indoor world record in 1500 meters? 
 - Segay

 # Who has won the inaugural ICC Player of the Month 
award? - Rishabh Pant

 # Who has win the Australian Open men's doubles title? 
 - Ivan Dodig and Filip  
  Polasek

Asian Games and Commonwealth Games gold medallist Vinesh Phogat reached the women's 53kg category 
final of the XXIV Outstanding Ukrainian Wrestlers and Coaches Memorial competition in Kiev, Ukraine.

 # In which State/UT of India has been built first Igloo 
Cafe? - Jammu & Kashmir

 # India's first geothermal power project will be established 
at which place? - Ladakh

 # ISRO has been inaugurate the "SriShakthiSat" ground 
station in which city? - Coimbatore

 # Recently HELINA was in news, what is this?  
 - Anti-Tank Guided  
  Missile

 # The ISRO is set to launch which country's observation 
Amazonia-1? - Brazil

 # When will be the launch of the first unmanned mission 
of Gaganyaan is slated? - 44531

 # Which armed force received 3 Mk III Advanced Light 
Helicopters from HAL? - India Navy

 # Which country has test-fired the indigenously 
developed 'Helina' & 'Dhruvastra' missile system? 
 - India

 # Which Country's army test fired a sophisticated short-
range missile? - Iran

 # Which is the first state to implement the 'e-cabinet'? 
 - Himachal Pradesh

 # Which State has launched the Loumi Connect app? 
 - Manipur
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ABBREVIATIONS IMPORTANT DAyS AND DATES

ECONOMIC GLOSSARy BOOKS & AuTHORS

01

03

05

02

04

Gross Domestic Savings -

Gross Domestic Savings are calculated 
as GDP less final consumption 
expenditure (total consumption). 
Hence, domestic saving can also 
be perceived as a choice between 
consumption today and consumption 
tomorrow as it is a way to accumulate 
wealth over time and raise living 
standards in the future. The primary 
problem is whether this choice is 
made optimally so that incentives 
emphasizing current consumption do 
not lead sub-optimal savings rates.

Gross Domestic Saving consists 
of savings of household sector, 
private corporate sector and public 
sector. Gross domestic savings had 
followed a downward trajectory after 
2008. The more concerning issue 
is the perceptible shift of investors’ 
preference towards physical assets as 
compared to financial assets. This can 
be attributable to a rise in inflationary 
pressures. Gross capital formation is 
a of function gross domestic savings.

2 April World Autism Awareness Day
5 April National Maritime Day
7 April World Health Day
18 April World Heritage Day
21 April National Civil Service Day
22 April World Earth Day
23 April World Book and Copyright Day
24 April National Panchayati Day
25 April World Malaria Day
26 April World Intellectual Property Day
30 April Ayushman Bharat Diwas

PCR  : Provisioning Coverage Ratio 

TRIFED : Tribal Cooperative Marketing Federation of 
India

FACTL  : Fertilizers and Chemicals Travancore Limited

MoFPI  : Ministry of Food Processing Industries 

OTPRMS : Online Teacher Pupil Registration Management 
System Certificates

GIFT  : Gujarat International Finance Tec-City

BATTLE READY FOR 21ST 
CENTURY

RED WIDOW

SPARkS LIkE STARS

THE SOUL OF A 
WOMAN

BAND OF SISTERS

:- Admiral Arun Prakash

:- Lauren Willig

:- Isabel Allende

:- Nadia Hashimi

:- Alma Katsu

Croma, India's first omnichannel electronics retailer from the Tata Group announced the launch of its 
#AppleYou&Croma programme to commemorate the birth anniversary of Apple founder Steve Jobs.
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focusing on the Domestic 
Tournament Structure, Player 
Welfare, Education and Skill 
Development, Coaching and 
Support Staff Structure and High 
Performance and Data Analytics.
Moody was Sri Lanka's head 
coach between 2005 and 2007 
when island nation made it to 
the final of the World Cup in 
the Caribbean. Moody has also 
served as the director of cricket of the Caribbean Premier 
League, coach and subsequently director of cricket of 
Sunrisers of Hyderabad and head coach of Western 
Australia.
Thomas Masson Moody (born 2 October 1965), known 
as Tom Moody, is Sri Lanka's cricket director and former 
international cricketer. He is the Director of Cricket for the 
IPL team Sunrisers Hyderabad as well. He was the Head 
coach of the team till 2019. He has been appointed head 
coach of the Bangladesh Premier League franchise Rangpur 
Riders for the next three seasons of the tournament from 
2017 as well as the head coach of the Multan Sultans in the 
PSL starting from 2018. In 2017, he applied for the Head 
coach of Indian Cricket Team.

Dr A Sakthivel

Dr A Sakthivel has been 
unanimously elected as the 

new President of the Federation 
of Indian Export Organisations 
(FIEO). As Owner and Founder 
of Poppys Group of Companies of 
Tirupur, Dr Sakthivel is currently 
the Chairman of Apparel Export 
Promotion Council. A visionary 
Trade and Industry leader with 
an experience of well over three 
and half decades, Dr Sakthivel has several path breaking 
initiatives added to his name as Guide, Mentor, Nationalist, 
Philanthropist and Humanist approach. 
A staunch votary of exporters issues, Dr Sakthivel has 
served FIEO, AEPC, TEA as its top functionary and played 
a vital role to help the growth of exports sector in India, 
especially for MSMEs, and his service has been well 
recognized both across the country and internationally. As 
the Founder President of Tirupur Exporters’ Association - 
popularly known as TEA, his immense contribution to the 
growth of Tirupur exports has been outstanding growing 
from a mere Rs 15 Crore to well over Rs 26,000 crores. 
He has played a key role in bringing Tirupur on the global 

Ligia Noronha 

UN chief Antonio Guterres 
has appointed leading Indian 

economist Ligia Noronha as 
Assistant Secretary-General and 
head of the New York Office of 
the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP). Noronha 
will succeed fellow Indian and 
development economist Satya 
Tripathi to whom Secretary-
General Guterres is “grateful for 
his leadership and dedicated service during his tenure,” 
according to a statement here.
Ligia Noronha is an economist with over 30 years of 
international professional experience in promoting 
environmental sustainability.
She was appointed in April 2014 as Director of the UN 
Environment Programme (UN Environment), Division of 
Technology, Industry and Economics - now known as the 
Economy Division. The Division works to shift economies 
from brown to green with a strategic focus on decarbonizing, 
decoupling, and detoxifying. Ms. Noronha acts as Lead 
Director of two of the seven UN Environment’s sub-
programmes, namely chemicals and waste, and resource 
efficiency, and leads the emerging agenda on Environment/
Pollution and Health. Until 2018, she also led the climate 
change sub programme.
The United Nations Environment Programme is responsible 
for coordinating responses to environmental issues 
within the United Nations system. It was established by 
Maurice Strong, its first director, after the United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm in 
June 1972. Its mandate is to provide leadership, deliver 
science and develop solutions on a wide range of issues, 
including climate change, the management of marine and 
terrestrial ecosystems, and green economic development. 
Headquarters- Nairobi, Kenya
Executive Director- Inger Andersen, Denmark

Tom Moody

Former Australia all-rounder Tom Moody has been 
appointed as the director of cricket of Sri Lanka, the 

country's cricket board. Moody was appointed to the post on 
the recommendations by the Technical Advisory Committee 
of Sri Lanka Cricket after the recent poor showings against 
South Africa and England. Moody has been handed a three-
year contract and as per the agreement, he is expected to 
carry out 300 days of 'Mandatory Assignment'. His job 
profile includes, "the Analysis of the Future Tour Program, 

Danish teenager Clara Tauson clinched her first career title in style, beating Viktorija Golubic 6-4, 
6-1 to win the Lyon Open without dropping a set after coming through two qualifying rounds.



12

THE PEOPLE APPOINTMENTS

MICA  APRIL 2021

Thomas Bach 

Thomas Bach was re-elected 
International Olympic 

Committee (IOC) chairman for a 
four-year term and will focus on 
the Tokyo Games to be held this 
year. The German lawyer was 
elected unopposed and won 93–1.
Four members abstained from 
voting. During the online meeting 
of the IOC members, Bach said, 
“I sincerely thank you for this 
trust and confidence.” Bach said that Tokyo is by far the 
best prepared city for the Olympics.
He again reiterated that the games would begin on 23 July 
despite restrictions imposed during the Kovid-19 epidemic. 
The Olympic Games were postponed by a year due to the 
Kovid-19 and there are still apprehensions about their event.
The International Olympic Committee is a non-governmental 
sports organisation based in Lausanne, Switzerland. Founded 
by Pierre de Coubertin and Demetrios Vikelas in 1894, it is 
the authority responsible for organising the modern summer 
and Winter Olympic Games.
The IOC is the governing body of the National Olympic 
Committees (NOCs), which are the national constituents of 
the worldwide Olympic Movement. As of 2016, there are 
206 NOCs officially recognised by the IOC. The current 
president of the IOC is Thomas Bach of Germany, who 
succeeded Jacques Rogge of Belgium in September 2013.
Formation- 23 June 1894
Headquarters- Lausanne, Switzerland
President- Thomas Bach, Germany

Naureen Hassan

Indian-American Naureen 
Hassan, a 25-year veteran of 

the financial services industry, 
has been named as the First Vice 
President and Chief Operating 
Officer (COO) of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York. 
The Indian-origin veteran of the 
financial services industry has 
been appointed by the board of 
directors of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York as the first vice president and chief 
operating officer, effective from 15 March. The appointment 
was approved by the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, the Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
said in a statement. 

Engineering firm JMC Projects (India) has bagged construction order worth Rs 1,000 crore from 
Maldives'' Fahi Dhiriulhun Corporation.

map by getting it recognized as an association for cluster 
development. 
Dr A Sakthivel as a young ambitious entrepreneur 
in 1973 through his sheer hard work, dedication and 
innovative trade practices not only nurtured his Poppys 
Group of Companies to be one of the leading knitwear 
exporters of India but also was a prime mover of so 
many visionary projects executed in Tirupur including 
Tirupur Export Knitwear Industrial Complex (TEKIC), 
Inland Container Depot (ICD), TEA Public School, 
New Tirupur Area Development Corporation Limited 
(NTADCL), NIFT – TEA Fashion Knitwear Institute, 
India Knit Fair Association (IKFA) and Netaji Apparel 
Park (NAP). 

Sushil Kumar 

The School Games Federation 
of India held its elections 

and re-elected double Olympic 
medallist Sushil Kumar as the 
president and while Vijay Santan 
as secretary. 
According to Sushil, the el e ction 
was conducted as per the 2011 
National Sports Development 
Code of India. “We have followed 
the sports code and ac cordingly 
elected our office bearers,” he told this daily. “We hope to 
work for the deve lo p m ent of sports for the students across 
the co untry.”
As per sports ministry’s directive, the SGFI also left 
out those candidates who had been charged with some 
kind of misconduct. “We have chosen good people,” said 
Sushil. It is understood that the election was unanimous. 
Surendra Singh Bhati is the treasurer. There are eight 
vice presidents and joint secretaries; six executive 
members.
The election was held after the ministry declared SGFI 
election held on December 29, 2020 null and void. The 
ministry had said the election was not con ducted as per 
norms laid out in the sports code. Sushil was heading the 
SGFI and he said the appointment of returning officer 
should have been done by him. Instead, its earlier secretary-
general Rajesh Mishra appointed the RO and called for the 
polls without Sushil’s knowledge.
It is learnt the other faction led by Mishra might object to 
the elections and even drag the matter to the court. “The HC 
of Chhattisgarh, Bilaspur accepted our plea and directed 
the meeting dated on March 9 shall be subject to further 
decision of this court,” said Alok Khare, who was elected 
secretary in the previous election.
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France launched its first military exercise in space to evaluate its ability to defend its satellites and 

other defense equipment from an attack.

Hassan, whose parents had emigrated from India, is a 
25-year veteran of the financial services industry with 
expertise in strategy, digital transformation, cybersecurity 
and regulatory/risk management. She was, most recently, 
the Chief Digital Officer for Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management (MSWM). President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the New York Fed John Williams said Hassan’s 
leadership background, deep commitment to fostering 
diverse teams, and extensive technology and financial 
experience will be critical to her role as a Bank leader.
Denise Scott, executive vice president of the Local 
Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) and chair of the 
New York Fed’s board of directors, said Hassan’s leadership 
experience and operational expertise are "fully aligned" 
with what the search committee and he envisioned for 
this role. Scott said Hassan will be taking on the role that 
is critical to advancing the Bank’s mission and strategic 
priorities.

Arindam Bagchi

Arindam Bagchi took over as 
the official spokesperson of 

the Union ministry of external 
affairs. He will succeed Anurag 
Srivastava. Before this, Bagchi 
was serving as the joint secretary 
(north) at the MEA headquarters. 
He was an Indian Foreign Service 
(IFS) officer from the 1995 batch. 
In past, he has served as India's 
ambassador to Croatia from 
November 2018 to June 2020. He was also India's deputy 
high commissioner to Sri Lanka.
Wishing Bagchi, Srivastava wrote "My good wishes to 
Arindam Bagchi as he takes over as the next Spokesperson. 
Grateful for all your understanding and support during 
my tenure!." "It has been a privilege to serve the nation as 
the official spokesperson of MEA," he also said. Srivastava 
has also worked at the Prime Minister's Office as a director. 
Before becoming MEA spokesperson, Srivastava was India's 
Ambassador to Ethiopia. A 1999-batch IFS officer, Srivastava 
took charge as the spokesperson of MEA in April last year.
Srivastava will assume charge as the joint secretary (north) 
in place of Bagchi. Bagchi served as India’s ambassador to 
Croatia from November 2018 to June 2020. He was India’s 
deputy high commissioner to Sri Lanka and also served at 
the Prime Minister’s Office as a director.
Srivastava, a 1999-batch IFS officer, took charge as the 
spokesperson of the MEA in April last year. He was serving 
as India’s ambassador to Ethiopia before becoming the 
MEA spokesperson.

G P Samanta

Government has appointed 
G P Samanta as the new 

Chief Statistician of India for a 
period of two years. Samanta was 
till now an adviser in the RBI's 
Department Of Statistics and 
Information Management.
The Appointments Committee 
of the Cabinet has approved the 
appointment of Dr GP Samanta as 
Chief Statistician of India (CSI)-
cum-Secretary, Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation initially for a period of two years, according 
to the Department of Personnel and Training.
Kshatrapati Shivaji, a 1986-batch Maharashtra cadre IAS 
officer, was given additional charge as MoSPI secretary in 
September last year after the tenure of Pravin Srivastava 
ended on August 31, 2020.
The government had then said the CSI will be the head of 
the National Statistical Organisation and secretary of the 
National Statistical Commission, and have a tenure of three 
years. A search committee constituted by the government 
recommends a panel of names for filling the vacancy and 
applicants have to be Indian nationals with “proven statistical 
and managerial experience in a large statistical organisation”.
The CSI’s responsibilities include coming out with key 
economic data such as national accounts that encompasses 
gross domestic product along with macroeconomic 
indicators such as industrial production, retail inflation 
and the employment-unemployment numbers through the 
Periodic Labour Force Survey.
The Annual Survey of Industries, Economic Census, 
Consumer Expenditure Survey and other surveys on 
agricultural households, too come under the CSI’s domain.

Ishraq Ali Khan

Former Chief General 
Manager of Union Bank of 

India, Ishraq Ali Khan has taken 
charge as Executive Director 
(ED) of Public Sector Lender 
UCO Bank. His position was 
elevated along with 14 other 
major reshuffles across the Public 
Sector Banks. Khan joined 
the bank on March 10, stated 
UCO Bank in a statement. In its 
statement, after joining the bank, Khan said thatit is only a 
matter of time that UCO Bank is able to turn the corner and 
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The Rathbones Folio Prize 2021

In The Dream House: 
A Memoir by Carmen 

Maria Machado won The 
Rathbones Folio Prize 
2021.
The prize is open to all 
genres – fiction, non-
fiction, and poetry- for 
writers from around 
the world. It aims to bring the most outstanding works of 
English language literature to public attention through the 
awarding of the prize. It is the only prize in which all the 
books considered for the prize are selected and judged by 
an academy of peers, though there are three main judges. 
This year the judges are Roger Robinson, Sinéad Gleeson 
and Jon McGregor.
This year's winning book is a memoir that opens up about 
domestic abuse in a female relationship.
Being interviewed for the Rathbones Folio Prize Machado 
said, “I hope this book gives readers language and context 
for either experiences they have had, or experiences people 
they know or love have had, adding a level of nuance 
to conversations around things like domestic violence, 
queerness, and sexual violence"
She was announced the winner by Roger Robinson in a 
private ceremony which was held at the British Library 
by Razia Iqbal.

Vyas Samman - 2020

Renowned Hindi writer Professor Sharad Pagare 
has been selected for the prestigious Vyas 

Samman-2020 for his novel ‘Patliputra ki Samragi’. 
Professor Sharad Pagare is one of the well-known 
writers of Hindi literature and has been known as one of 
the distinguished researchers, professors, and scholars 
of the historical past.

International Ranger Award 

Mahinder Giri, a 
range officer who 

is deployed at Motichur 
range of Rajaji Tiger 
Reserve (RTR) has 
become the only ranger 
from Asia to win the 
prestigious International 
Ranger Award. The 
award was been announced for 10 professionals across 
the globe by the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) and World Commission on Protected 
Areas (WCPA), “based on their contribution towards 
conservation”.
He won the award for his efforts in curbing human-wildlife 
conflict in and around Rajaji and his role in the ongoing 
tiger translocation exercise from Corbett Tiger Reserve 
(CTR) to RTR. A total of 113 nominations of 630 forest 
staffers from 43 different countries were submitted, and 
Giri emerged as the only winner from Asia. Other winners 
were from Latin America, Africa and Eastern Europe. 
All the winners will receive a uniform patch and their 
employing organisations will receive US $10,000 (Rs 
7,26,150) as prize money. The award was created in 2020 
by IUCN and WCPA in collaboration with International 
Ranger Federation, Global Wildlife Conservation, and 
Conservation Allies.
A resident of Bahadarabad village, Haridwar, Giri 
became an employee of the forest department in his early 
twenties. In 1996, his father, Rameshwar Dayal Giri, a 
forest guard at Motichur range, was trampled to death 
by an elephant while on duty. The next year, Giri, a high 
school pass out, got the job on compensatory grounds. 
Now in his early 50s, around the same age that his father 
died, Giri said he is overjoyed to receive international 
recognition.

AWARDS

show encouraging results in the days to come, much to the 
delight of all the stakeholders.
He holds more than three decades of experience in the 
banking sector where he took several roles across the 
country at different locations and was the key force behind 
the information technology initiatives of Union Bank. 
Recently, the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet 
(ACC) has cleared the promotion of 14 Chief General 
Managers/ General Managers to the post of Executive 
Director in several public sector banks (PSBs). This 
development is initiated nearly six months after the Banks 

Board Bureau had recommended 13 names to be named as 
EDs in various banks.
UCO Bank, formerly United Commercial Bank, 
established in 1943 in Kolkata, is a major Indian 
government-owned commercial bank of India. During FY 
2013–14, its total business was `4.55 lakh crore. Based 
on 2014 data, it is ranked 1860 on the Forbes Global 2000 
list. 
Headquarters: Kolkata
CEO: Atul Kumar Goel 
Founded: 6 January 1943

HDFC Mutual Fund has offloaded 2.73 per cent stake in local search engine Just Dial for over Rs 
108 crore through an open market transaction.
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Limbale obtained his masters degree in Marathi literature 
and did a Ph.D. in comparative study of Marathi Dalit 
literature and American Black literature from Shivaji 
University, Kolhapur. He joined as an assistant editor in 
the department of publication in the Yashwantrao Chavan 
Maharashtra Open University, Nashik, from where he 
retired as a professor and director.

2020 Sahitya Akademi Award

Poet Arundhathi 
Subramaniam is 

among the 20 writers 
to receive the Sahitya 
Akademi Award for 2020. 
The National Academy 
of Letters announced 
the names on Friday at 
its annual ‘’Festival of 
Letters’’ event. Subramaniam won the award for her poetry 
collection When God is a Traveller in English.
The 2020 winners’ list includes seven books of poetry, 
four novels, five short stories, two plays, and one each 
of memoirs and epic poetry in 20 Indian languages. The 
awards for Malayalam, Nepali, Odia and Rajasthani will be 
announced later, said the Akademi.
Apart from Subramaniam, the others who received the 
award in poetry include Harish Meenakshi (Gujarati), 
Anamika (Hindi), RS Bhaskar (Konkani), Irungbam Deven 
(Manipuri), Rupchand Hansda (Santali), and Nikhileswar 
(Telugu).
Congress leader M Veerappa Moily also received the 
award for his epic poem Sri Bahubali Ahimsadigvijayam 
in Kannada. Other winners included novelists Nanda 
Khare (Marathi), Maheshchandra Sharma Gautam 
(Sanskrit), Imaiyam (Tamil) and Sri Hussain-ul-Haque 
(Urdu).
The Akademi named Apurba Kumar Saikia (Assamese), 
Dharanidhar Owari (Bodo), Hiday Koul Bharti (Kashmiri), 
Kamalkant Jha (Maithili) and Gurdev Singh Rupana 
(Punjab) winners in the short stories section. Gian Singh 
(Dogri) and Jetho Lalwani (Sindhi) received the award for 
their plays, while Mani Shankar Mukhopadhyay (Bengali) 
got it for his memoir.
The award includes an engraved copper plaque, a shawl and 
an amount of Rs 1 lakh. It will be presented at a function 
later.

Stanford Dolman Travel Book of 
the Year prize

Indian writer Taran Khan wins Stanford Dolman Travel 
Book of the Year prize for ‘Shadow City’ Indian writer 

For his contribution to 
Hindi literature, he has 
also been honoured with 
various awards including 
Bharat Bhushan Samman 
and Madhya Pradesh 
Sahitya Akademi. So far, 
the writer has printed 
six story collections, 5 
novels, dissertations, and two performs. Professor Pagare’s 
works have also been translated into various languages 
such as Oriya, English, Malayalam, Kannada, Marathi, and 
Telugu.
The Vyas Samman is given by KK Birla Foundation and the 
awards started in the year 1991. The Samman is conferred 
or outstanding work in Hindi literature authored by an 
Indian citizen. The recognized work must be published in 
the last 10 years and it must be in the Hindi language. The 
prestigious award comes with a cash prize of Rs. 4,00,000 
along with a plaque and a citation.
The K.K. Birla Foundation was established in 1991 by 
Krishna Kumar Birla in Delhi. Its mission is to promote 
literature and the arts, as well as education and social work. 
Founder: K. K. Birla
Founded: 1991, Delhi
Headquarters location: New Delhi

2020 Saraswati Samman

Marathi novelist, 
poet, critic and 

short story writer 
Sharankumar Limbale 
was selected for the 
2020 Saraswati Samman, 
a prestigious literary 
recognition conferred 
annually by the KK Birla 
Foundation.
The 30th edition of the prize, the highest recognition in 
the field of Indian literature in the country, was given to 
Limbale for his 2018 Marathi novel, Sanatan. Apart from 
the citation, the award carries a plaque and an award money 
of `15 lakh.
Sanatan is an important social and historical document of 
the Dalit struggle, said the KK Birla Foundation, a literary 
and cultural organisation.
“The author has written this novel using many imaginative 
characters and space. He brilliantly weaved the story of 
novel with history,” said the foundation in a press statement.
Born on June 1, 1956 in Maharashtra’s Solapur district, 
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Taran Khan on Friday 
won the 2021 Stanford 
Dolman Travel Book 
of the Year prize for her 
debut novel Shadow 
City: A Woman Walks 
Kabul.
The award, given in 
association with the 
Authors’ Club, is one of the two prizes under the Edward 
Stanford Travel Writing Awards. It is named after Edward 
Stanford who published the Stanford’s Guides travel guide-
books, and is sponsored by Stanfords, a travel books and 
map store established in England in 1901.
Shadow City takes the reader on a journey through the 
streets of Kabul as Khan walks around the city and uncovers 
a place quite different from the one she anticipated. She 
tells many stories, some about 3,000 years old ruins and 
poems, others from as recent as 2013 about beauty salons, 
Parisian-themed wedding halls, and the lives of Afghan 
filmmakers.
Khan’s Shadow City was among eight entries shortlisted 
for the prize. This included The Border by Erika Fatland, 
Without Ever Reaching The Summit by Paolo Cognetti, 
Wanderland by Jini Reddy, Travelling While Black by 
Nanjala Nyabola, The Lost Pianos of Siberia by Sophy 
Roberts, Along the Amber Route by CJ Schuler and Owls 
of the Eastern Ice by Jonathan Slaght.

International Women of Courage 
award 2021

According to, the US 
State Department 

Women from Myanmar, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
China have been selected 
for a prestigious award 
for demonstrating 
exceptional courage and 
leadership in advocating 
for justice, gender equality and women’s empowerment.
The annual International Women of Courage (IWOC) 
award recognises women from around the globe. The 
award recognises women who have demonstrated 
exceptional courage and leadership in advocating for 
peace, justice, human rights, gender equality, and 
women’s empowerment – often at great personal risk 
and sacrifice.
Among the awardees include Phyoe Phyoe Aung 
(Myanmar), Wang Yu (China), Muskan Khatun (Nepal), 

Ranitha Gnanarajah (Srilanka), Maria Kalesnikava 
(Belarus), Maximilienne C. Ngo Mbe (Cameron), Mayerlis 
Angarita (Columbia), Julienne Lusenge (Congo), Judge 
Erika Aifan (Guatemala), Shohreh Bayat (Iran), Zahra 
Mohamed Ahmad (Spain), Canan Gullu (Turkey) and Ana 
Rosario Contreras (Venezuela).
An honorary IWOC award is also presented to a group 
of seven Afghan women who were assassinated in 2020 
while serving their communities during a pivotal moment 
in Afghanistan’s history. These Afghan woman are Fatema 
Natasha Khalil, General Sharmila Frough, Maryam 
Noorzad, Fatima Rajabi, Freshta, Malalai Maiwand, and 
Freshta Kohistani. 
The U.S. Consulate also honoured Tamil Nadu-based anti-
caste activist and human rights defender Gowsalya Shankar 
with a nomination for the International Woman of Courage 
(IWOC) Award.

Gandhi Peace Prize

India announced that 
the Gandhi Peace 

Prize for the past two 
years will be conferred 
on late Omani Sultan 
Qaboos bin Said Al Said 
and Bangladeshi leader 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
for their contributions 
to social and political transformation through non-violent 
methods. A special exception was made for the award to 
be conferred on the two leaders, as the selection procedure 
for the prize does not allow it to be awarded posthumously.
The jury for the prize, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, met on March 19 and unanimously selected Rahman 
as the recipient of the prize for 2020 and Sultan Qaboos, 
who died last year, as the recipient for 2019. The prize is 
given for social, economic and political transformation 
through non-violence and other Gandhian methods.
The Gandhi Peace Prize for Sultan Qaboos recognises 
his “unparalleled vision and leadership” in strengthening 
India-Oman relations and his efforts to promote peace and 
non-violence in the Gulf.
The award for Rahman, the father of the nation of 
Bangladesh, was announced days ahead of Modi’s visit to 
Dhaka during March 26-27 to participate in celebrations 
marking the birth centenary of Rahman, 50 years of 
the country’s independence and the golden jubilee of 
diplomatic relations between the two countries.
The award includes an amount of `1 crore, a citation, a 
plaque and a traditional handicraft or handloom item.

India captain Virat Kohli has recorded another century, albeit not on the pitch this time, as he became 
the first cricketer in the world to have 100 million followers on social media platform Instagram.
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India has imposed anti-dumping duty on the Chinese antibacterial drug Ciprofloxacin Hydrochloride 

to guard the domestic industry against cheap imports from the neighbouring country.

OBITUARY
KC Chakrabarty

Former Reserve Bank of 
India Deputy Governor, KC 

Chakrabarty passed away due to a 
heart attack. He was the RBI DG 
from June 2009 to April 2014, 
resigning three months before his 
term concluded. He is known for 
his contributions to the field of 
financial inclusion and literacy, in 
India and globally.
During his tenure in the RBI, 
he contributed to the fields of banking regulation and 
supervision, microfinance institutions, rights of bank 
customers, SMEs, and restructuring RRBs. He started 
his career teaching at the Banaras Hindu University, 
but then he joined the Bank of Baroda. He was at the 
helm of UK operations of BoB during 2001-04. He was 
then chosen to head the Indian Bank and later Punjab 
National Bank before being appointed as the Deputy 
Guv of RBI.
Chakrabarty during his career was known for his sense 
of humour and witticism. He was a master in the art of 
wooing the audience with his enigmatic, candid, and 
witty remarks on all things banking. He was stripped of 
all his key portfolios after an off-the-record comment 
made by an 'RBI official' about RBI's inadequacy to 
control inflation made the news.  He was left with the 
departments of Rajbhasha, information technology, and 
customer service. But even that could not dampen his 
spirits.

Sardool Sikander

Noted Punjabi singer Sardool 
Sikander, who was being 

treated in Punjab’s Mohali, 
passed away. He was 60.   
Tributes poured in following 
the death of the celebrated 
singer, who had also undergone 
a kidney transplant a few years 
ago. Chief minister Amarinder 
Singh informed on Twitter that 
the Sikander had tested positive 
for the coronavirus disease (Covid-19) and was being 
treated for it. He was recently diagnosed with #Covid19 
and was undergoing treatment for the same. Shiromani 
Akali Dal chief Sukhbir Singh Badal condole Sikander’s 
death. 

Sardool Sikander was an Indian singer associated with 
Punjabi-language folk and pop music, who made his first 
appearances on radio and television in the early 1980s with 
his introductory album, "Roadways Di Laari". He also 
acted in some Punjabi language films, like Jagga Daku. 
Sardool's father, the late Sagar Mastana, was a famous 
tabla player who invented a special type of tabla that was 
played with a thin bamboo stick. Sardool was married to 
Amar Noorie. Born in the Kheri Naudh Singh in district 
Fatehgarh Sahib, he belonged to the Patiala Gharana of 
music. Sardool had 27 albums to his credit. His work has 
been included in over 50 derivative albums from all over 
the world. His album 'Husna De Malko' released in 1991 
sold 5.1 million copies worldwide and is still selling.

Kenneth C. Kelly 

Kenneth C. Kelly, a black 
electronic engineer whose 

antenna design contributed to 
the competition for the Moon, 
enabled satellite television 
and radio, and helped NASA 
communicate with Mars probes 
to search for extraterrestrial 
intelligence. Died. At the age of 
92, he also worked to remove 
racial barriers on cartoon pages 
in the Navy, California homes, and newspapers. Kelly had 
Parkinson’s disease before she died on February 27, said 
her son Ron Kelly.
Kelly has obtained more than 12 patents for innovations in 
radar and antenna technology. This study was published in 
peer-reviewed journals from 1955 to 1999. His early work 
at Hughes Aircraft helped create guided missile systems 
and terrestrial satellites to track Apollo space missions, 
he said in a dictation history recorded by his family. Kelly 
appeared in an Associated Press article in 1962 after 
moving his family to Gardena, a middle-class suburb that 
excluded blacks. 
Born in New York City in 1928 and raised by a single 
mother who worked as a live-in maid, Kelly began living 
in Harlem YMCA at the age of 13 and was trained by older 
black men, including photographer Gordon Parks. He 
tested at Brooklyn Tech High School and then joined the 
Navy to train as an electronics engineer. He said he could 
only be the caretaker of a white police officer, he wrote to 
the chief recruiter and was allowed to take an engineering 
exam when President Harry Truman moved to eliminate 
racism in the military. It was.
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Ian St John

Former Liverpool and Scotland 
forward Ian St John has died 

at the age of 82 after a long 
illness. St John joined Liverpool 
from hometown team Motherwell 
in 1961 for a club record £37,500 
and played 425 games for the 
Anfield side, scoring 118 goals, 
during a decade of service. He 
won two top-flight titles and 
scored the decisive goal as 
Liverpool lifted their first FA Cup in 1965.
St John also earned 21 Scotland caps and managed 
Motherwell and Portsmouth. He latterly enjoyed 
a successful career as a TV pundit, teaming up with 
former England striker Jimmy Greaves to front the 
hugely popular 'Saint and Greavsie' show which ran 
until 1992. 
The St John family's statement said: "It is with a heavy 
heart that we have to inform you that after a long illness 
we have lost a husband, father and grandfather. St John's 
finishing prowess was evident from his early days at 
Motherwell, the club he had watched as a supporter lifting 
the Scottish Cup for the first time in 1952 before joining 
five years later. His prolific scoring record earned him 
international recognition and a move to Liverpool under 
fellow Scot Bill Shankly where he soon became a fans' 
favourite. 
A Scotland international by age 20, St John netted nine 
times in his 21 appearances for his country. After leaving 
Liverpool he had shorts spells with South African sides 
Hellenic and Cape Town City either side of a season with 
Coventry City, before ending his playing days at Tranmere 
Rovers. 

John Magufuli 

Tanzania's President John 
Magufuli has died aged 61, 

the country's vice-president has 
announced. He died from heart 
complications at a hospital in 
Dar es Salaam, Samia Suluhu 
Hassan said in an address on 
state television. Mr Magufuli 
had not been seen in public 
for more than two weeks, and 
rumours had been circulating 
about his health. Opposition politicians said last week 
that he had contracted Covid-19, but this has not been 
confirmed.

According to Tanzania's constitution, Ms Hassan will be 
sworn in as the new president within 24 hours and should 
serve the remainder of Mr Magufuli's five-year term which 
he began last year. Mr Magufuli was last seen in public on 
27 February, but Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa insisted 
last week that the president was "healthy and working 
hard". But opposition leader Tundu Lissu told the BBC that 
his sources had told him Mr Magufuli was being treated in 
hospital for coronavirus in Kenya.
John Pombe Joseph Magufuli was a Tanzanian politician 
who served as the fifth president of Tanzania from 2015 
until his death on March 17 2021. He served as Minister 
of Works, Transport and Communications from 2000 to 
2005 and 2010 to 2015 and was chairman of the Southern 
African Development Community from 2019 to 2020. 
First elected as a Member of Parliament in 1995, he served 
in the Cabinet of Tanzania as Deputy Minister of Works 
from 1995 to 2000, Minister of Works from 2000 to 2005, 
Minister of Lands and Human Settlement from 2006 to 
2008, Minister of Livestock and Fisheries from 2008 to 
2010, and as Minister of Works for a second time from 
2010 to 2015.

Laxman Pai 

Renowned artist and painter 
from Goa and Padma 

Bhushan awardee Laxman Pai 
passed away at his residence 
in Goa. He was 95. The former 
principal of the Goa College of 
Art had several laurels under his 
name including Padma Bhushan, 
Padma Shri, Nehru Award, and 
Lalit Kala Akademi Award. 
The leader of the Opposition in 
the Goa assembly Digambar Kamat also expressed grief 
over Pai's death and said the later painter remained active 
till his last breath with his mastered art of painting.
Laxman Pai was an Indian artist and painter. He was a 
principal of the Goa College of Art, a post he held from 1977 
to 1987. Pai was a recipient of several awards including 
India's third highest civilian honour of Padma Bhushan, 
awarded by the Government of India. From 1947 to 1950 
Pai was largely inspired by Goan subjects and the concept 
of Indian miniatures. His initial works speak about the Goan 
way of life, as can be seen from his paintings depicting 
the 'Zambaulim Shigmo' or the process of feni-making. 
Pai was also inspired by ancient Egyptian sculptures. He 
listened to music when he painted. His favourites included 
Kumar Gandharv, Bhimsen Joshi and Kishori Amonkar. 
Pai painted various paintings based on different ragas of 

India's Aditi Ashok overcame an early double bogey with three birdies in the second round to make 
the cut in her first start of 2021 at the Gainbridge LPGA.



19

OBITuARy

APRIL 2021  MICA

Indian classical music. In his works, he gives a visual 
interpretation to the moods of the music as determined by 
the vibrations of the notes. His painting series,'Musical 
Moods' (1965) was inspired by Indian classical ragas. Pai 
used to also play the sitar and the bansuri.

Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair

Veteran Kathakali Exponent 
Guru Chemancheri 

Kunhiraman Nair died at his 
residence at nearby Cheliya in 
Koyilandi. He was 105. He had 
been honoured with the Padma 
Shree in 2017 in recognition 
of his glorious contribution to 
the art form. His portrayal of 
Lord Krishna and Kuchela on 
stage always left the audience 
spellbound and his last notable public performance was at 
the age of 100.
Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair’s tryst with Kathakali, the 
ancient dance drama of Kerala, began at the age of 14, 
when he left his home to join a kathakali troupe run by 
Guru Karunakaran Menon. Age never hampers the work 
of the veteran artist who had relentless journey for nearly 
nine decades with his specialisation in “Kalladikodan” 
style in Kathakali. After years of practice and hard work, 
he founded Bharatiya Natyakalalayam in 1945, which was 
the first school of dance in north Kerala and later went on to 
establish several other dance schools, including the Cheliya 
Kathakali Vidyalayam in his native village, about 30 km 
from here.
The institution conducts courses on different aspects of 
Kathakali and has a full-fledged Kathakali troupe. Several 
awards and recognition came his way over the years 
including that of the Kerala Sangeeta Nataka Akademi 
and Kerala Kalamandalam. Born to Chadayankandy 
Chathukutty Nair and Kinattinkara Kunhamnakutty 
Amma on June 16, 1916, Kunhiraman Nair had his debut 

performance at Keezhpayur Kuniyil Paradevatha temple 
in 1930. Since then there was no looking back for the 
Kunhiraman Nair, who performed even after he completed 
100 years.

Sagar Sarhadi 

Noted writer and filmmaker 
Sagar Sarhadi, known 

for films like "Kabhi Kabhie", 
"Silsila", and "Bazaar", passed 
away in the wee hours of Monday 
due to age related issues. He 
was 88 and his last rites were 
conducted at Sion crematorium. 
Sagar Sarhadi was an Indian short 
story and play writer, and a writer, 
director and producer for film. 
Born in Baffa (then in British India and now in Pakistan), 
he began writing Urdu short stories and then continued as 
an Urdu playwright.
Sarhadi began his career writing Urdu short stories and 
entered Bollywood via Yash Chopra's 1976 "Kabhi 
Kabhie", starring Amitabh Bachchan and Raakhee. The 
writer collaborated with Chopra to pen the screenplay in 
acclaimed films like "Silsila" and Sridevi and Rishi Kapoor 
starrer "Chandni", for which he wrote the dialogues. In 
1982, Sarhadi turned director with "Bazaar", starring 
Supriya Pathak Shah, Farooq Shaikh, Smita Patil and 
Naseeruddin Shah. 
Sarhadi is also credited with writing dialogues for superstar 
Shah Rukh Khan''s debut "Deewana'' in 1992 and Hrithik 
Roshan's debut "Kaho Na Pyaar Hai". Mourning the loss, 
actor Hrithik Roshan said he would be forever indebted to 
Sarhadi for the dialogues of his debut film. Javed Akhtar 
and Shabana Azmi recalled Sarhadi as a simple man who 
considered the people around him as his inspiration. Actor 
Nawazuddin Siddiqui said Sarhadi’s rhythmic style writing 
and poetic style direction has inspired many.

Lou Ottens, the Dutch inventor of the cassette tape, the medium of choice for millions of bedroom 
mix tapes, has died. He was 94.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Indian Air Force to 
participate for the first time 

in Exercise Desert Flag 
beginning in UAE.

Combined Commanders' 
Conference will begin on 4 

March at kevadia in Gujarat.

PM Modi inaugurated 
"Maitri Setu" connecting 

India and Bangladesh.

Union Minister Thavarchand 
Gehlot launched a handbook titled 

"Sugamya Bharat App" and "Access - 
The Photo Digest"      02 Mar' 21

Social Justice and 
Empowerment 
M i n i s t e r 

Thawarchand Gehlot 
launched a handbook 
titled "Sugamya Bharat 
App" and "Access - 
The Photo Digest". 
The Sugamya Bharat 
app is a tool to increase sensitivity and accessibility. It has five 
main features, four of which directly enhance accessibility. 
These include complaints regarding the constraints faced in 
the field of environmental construction, the transport sector, the 
information and communication technology (ICT) ecosystem, 
positive response to public participation, and guidelines relating 
to accessibility. The fifth feature of this feature is related to 
Kovid for PwDs only. This handbook is envisaged as a tool 
to guide beneficiaries about accessibility to 10 basic features. 
Android users can download this mobile app from the Play 
Store after its inauguration. The IoS version of the app will be 
available until March 15.
The Sugamya Bharat app will enable people with 
disabilities as well as the elderly to register accessibility 
issues in modes of transport, in buildings, or in any 
infrastructure. Users will also be able to get information 
on access-related issues through the app. The app will 
serve the twofold purpose of generating awareness and 
sensitization about the need for accessibility. This will 
bring a major change in the accessible facilities provided in 
the transport sector, built-in locations, and other services. 
The handbook is a collection of photographs obtained from 
various union territories and states in India. It is envisaged 

Nine women's including PepsiCo Chief Executive Indra Nooyi, Former first lady Michelle Obama 
and soccer star Mia Hamm have been chosen for the 2021 National Women’s Hall of Fame.

as a tool to sensitize stakeholders about ten basic features 
about accessibility and good-bad practices, as illustrated in 
the comprehension of accessibility.

Indian Air Force to participate for 
the first time in Exercise Desert Flag 

beginning in UAE      03 Mar' 21

Indian Air Force 
(IAF) will 
participate for 

the first time in 
Exercise Desert Flag 
which is beginning 
in Al-Dhafra airbase 
in UAE. Exercise 
Desert Flag is an 
annual multi-national large force employment warfare 
exercise hosted by the United Arab Emirates Air Force. The 
Indian Air Force is participating in the Exercise along with 
air forces of the United Arab Emirates, United States of 
America, France, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, and Bahrain. 
The exercise will conclude on the 27th of this month.
The Indian Air Force is participating with six Sukhoi Su-
30 MKI, two C-17, and one IL-78 tanker aircraft. C-17 
Globe master will provide support for induction or de-
induction of the IAF contingent. Su-30 MKI aircraft will 
undertake long-range ferries, routing directly from India 
to the exercise area with aerial refueling support from IL-
78 tanker aircraft. The aim of the exercise is to provide 
operational exposure to the participating forces while 
training them to undertake simulated air combat operations 
in a controlled environment.
The participating forces will get an opportunity to enhance 
their operational capabilities along with the mutual 
exchange of best practices. The large-scale exercise 
involving diverse fighter aircraft from across the globe will 
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Statue of Unity is located here. The town also has a Railway 
Station.
Capital: Gandhinagar
Governor: Acharya Devvrat
Chief Minister: Vijay Rupani

Hardeep Singh Puri announced 
the release of the final rankings of 
Ease of Living Index 2020 and the 
Municipal Performance Index 2020      

05 Mar' 21

Ha r d e e p 
Singh Puri, 
M i n i s t e r 

of State, Housing 
and Urban Affairs 
announced the 
release of the final 
rankings of Ease of 
Living Index 2020 
and the Municipal Performance Index 2020 here today 
in an online event.  Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, 
MoHUA and senior officials of the Ministry were present 
in the event. The rankings under Ease of Living Index 2020 
were announced for cities with a population of more than a 
million, and cities with less than a million people. 111 cities 
participated in the assessment exercise that was conducted 
in 2020. The analysis categorises them into Million+ 
populated cities (those with a population of more than a 
million) and Less than Million populated cites (those with 
a population of less than a million) along with all the cities 
under the Smart Cities Program. Bengaluru emerged as the 
top performer in the Million+ category, followed by Pune, 
Ahmedabad, Chennai, Surat, Navi Mumbai, Coimbatore, 
Vadodara, Indore, and Greater Mumbai. In the Less than 
Million category, Shimla was ranked the highest in ease 
of living, followed by Bhubaneshwar, Silvassa, Kakinada, 
Salem, Vellore, Gandhinagar, Gurugram, Davangere, and 
Tiruchirappalli.
Similar to the EoLI index, the assessment framework 
under MPI 2020 has classified municipalities based on 
their population- Million+ (municipalities having over a 
million population) and Less than Million Population. In 
the Million+ category, Indore has emerged as the highest 
ranked municipality, followed by Surat and Bhopal. In the 
Less than Million category, New Delhi Municipal Council 
has emerged as the leader, followed by Tirupati and 
Gandhinagar. The MPI examined the sectoral performance 
of 111 municipalities (with Delhi being assessed separately 

provide the participating forces, including IAF, a unique 
opportunity to exchange knowledge, experience, enhance 
operational capabilities and interoperability. Exercising 
and interaction with the participating nations in a dynamic 
and realistic warfare environment will also contribute to 
strengthening international relations. Over the last decade, 
IAF has regularly hosted and participated in multi-national 
operational exercises, wherein collaborative engagements 
are undertaken amongst the best air forces of the world.

Combined Commanders' Conference 
will begin on 4 March at kevadia in 

Gujarat      04 Mar' 21

A t h r e e - d a y 
C o m b i n e d 
Commanders' 

Conference will 
begin on 4 March at 
Kevadia in Gujarat. 
Theaterisation of 
armed forces, self-
reliance in the 
defense sector, and evolving threats in the region will be 
the in-focus areas during the three-day annual event.  
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will address the top 
commanders of the Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force 
on 5 March. During the conference, setting up a new air 
defense command and the maritime command is likely to 
be discussed at length. Implementation of the air defense 
command timeline is also likely to come up for discussion.
The formation of theatre commands will synergize the 
capabilities and combat potential of the three forces 
during war and peace. Air defense command and maritime 
command are part of the restricting plan of the Indian 
armed forces as was announced by Chief of Defence Staff 
(CDS) General Bipin Rawat last year. The newly created 
Department of Military Affairs is working towards the 
creation of joint military commands along with theatre 
command for the last year.
General Bipin Rawat is the first and current Chief of 
Defence Staff (CDS) of India. On 30 December 2019, he 
was appointed as the first CDS of India and assumed office 
from 1 January 2020. Prior to taking over as the CDS, he 
served as Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee as 
well as 27th Chief of Army Staff, of the Indian Army.
Gujarat is a state on the western coast of India with a 
coastline of 1,600 km, most of which lies on the Kathiawar 
peninsula. Kevadia is a town in the Narmada district of 
Gujarat. This town is a famous tourist location, as the 

On the World Hearing Day,Dr Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare as 
Chairman of Executive Board of WHO released WHO’s World Report on Hearing.
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Damoh. He was born in Narsinghpur and is an advocate by 
profession. 

PM Modi inaugurated "Maitri Setu" 
connecting India and Bangladesh      

08 Mar' 21 

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
i n a u g u r a t e d 

Maitri Setu 
between India and 
Bangladesh through 
video conferencing. 
Modi has also 
inaugurated and laid 
the foundation stone of multiple infrastructure projects in 
Tripura during the event. The bridge Maitri Setu has been 
built over the Feni River which flows between the Indian 
boundary in Tripura State and Bangladesh. The name Maitri 
Setu symbolizes growing bilateral relations and friendly 
ties between India and Bangladesh. The construction was 
taken up by the National Highways and Infrastructure 
Development Corporation Limited at a project cost of 133 
Crore rupees. 
The 1.9 Kilometers long bridge joins Sab room in India 
with Ramgarh in Bangladesh. With this inauguration, 
Tripura is set to become the Gateway of North East with 
access to Chittagong Port of Bangladesh, which is just 80 
Kilometers from Sabroom.
The Prime Minister has also laid foundation stone for setting 
up an Integrated Check Post at Sabroom. It will help ease 
the movement of goods and passengers between the two 
countries, provide new market opportunities for products 
of North East states and assist seamless movement of 
passengers to and from India and Bangladesh. The project 
is being taken up by the Land Ports Authority of India at an 
estimated cost of about 232 Crore rupees.
The Prime Minister has also laid the foundation stone of 
NH 208 connecting the Unakoti district headquarters at 
Kailashahar with the Khowai district headquarters. It will 
provide an alternative route to the NH 44. The 80 Kilometres 
NH 208 project has been taken up by the National Highways 
and Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited with 
a project cost of one thousand 78 Crore rupees.
The Prime Minister has also inaugurated State Highways 
and other district roads, developed by the State government 
with a financial outlay of 63.75 Crore rupees. They will 
provide all-weather connectivity to the people of Tripura. 
The Prime Minister has inaugurated 40 thousand 9 hundred 

for NDMC, and the three Municipal Corporations) across 
five verticals which comprise of 20 sectors and 100 
indicators in all totality. The five verticals under MPI are 
Services, Finance, Policy, Technology and Governance.
The Ease of Living Index is an assessment tool that 
evaluates the quality of life and the impact of various 
initiatives for urban development. It provides a 
comprehensive understanding of participating cities across 
India based on quality of life, economic-ability of a city, 
and its sustainability and resilience. The assessment also 
incorporates the residents' view on the services provided 
by city administration through a Citizen Perception Survey.

Culture Minister Prahlad Singh 
Patel inaugurated All-Women’s Art 

Exhibition titled "Akshaya Patra" 
07 Mar' 21

Minister of 
C u l t u r e 
a n d 

Tourism Prahlad 
Singh Patel 
inaugurated the 
All-Women’s Art 
Exhibition titled 
"Akshaya Patra" 
at Rabindra Bhavan Galleries in New Delhi on the 
occasion of International Women’s Day. Speaking on 
this occasion, the Minister said women have been the 
keystone in the unyielding arch of Indian art and culture. 
He also congratulated Lalit Kala Akademi for curating this 
encouraging opportunity for all the female artists around 
India, and the world which has given them a platform 
where they are showcasing their work made with lots of 
emotions and the story of their lives. The exhibition will 
continue till the 20th of this month and showcase more than 
250 artworks from over 12 countries. During the opening 
ceremony, the dignitaries were welcomed with plants to 
symbolize and celebrate eco-consciousness. They then 
proceeded to address the attendees and shared their deep-
rooted love and respect for the Indian art culture and the 
role of women in it.
Prahlad Singh Patel is an Indian politician who is the current 
Minister of State for Culture, Tourism of India, since 30 
May 2019. He is a Member of Parliament from Damoh 
Loksabha Constituency in Madhya Pradesh. He was first 
elected to 9th Lok Sabha in 1989 and again re-elected to 
11th Lok Sabha in 1996 (2nd term), 13th Lok Sabha in 
1999 (3rd term) from Balaghat, 16th Lok Sabha in 2014 
(4th term), and 17th Lok Sabha in 2019 (5th term) from 

Pharmaceuticals firm ZCL Chemicals Ltd (ZCL) founder and promoters, Parikh family, said global 
private equity investor Advent International will fully acquire the company for Rs 2,000 crore.
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78 houses constructed under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
(Urban), completed with the financial outlay of 813 Crore 
rupees. He has also inaugurated the Integrated Command 
and Control Centre built under Agartala Smart City 
Mission.
The Prime Minister has laid the foundation stone for 
the development of the Multi-Level Car Parking and 
Commercial Complex at Old Motor Stand. It will be 
developed at a cost of about 200 crore rupees. He has also 
laid the foundation stone for the widening of the existing 
road from Lichubagan to the airport from two lanes to four 
lanes. The work is being implemented by Agartala Smart 
City Mission at a project cost of about 96 crore rupees.

All Helpline numbers of Railways 
merged into single number 139 for 
queries, complaints, and assistance      

09 Mar' 21

Indian Railway 
has integrated all 
railway helplines 

into a single number 
139 which is Rail 
Madad Helpline 
for quick grievance 
redressal and enquiry 
during the journey. 
As the new helpline number 139 will take over all the 
existing helpline numbers, it will be easy for the passengers 
to remember this number and connect with Railways for all 
their needs during the travel. The Ministry of Railways in 
a statement said that various Railway grievances helplines 
were discontinued last year and now, Helpline number 182 
would also be discontinued from 1st of April, 2021 and will 
be merged into 139. The Helpline 139 will be available in 
twelve languages and passengers can opt for Interactive 
Voice Response System- IVRS or directly connect to call-
center executives by pressing the asterisk button. There is 
no need for a smartphone to call on 139.
The "Interactive Voice Response System" is an example of 
computer coverage integration. The most common way for 
a phone to communicate with a computer is through the 
tones generated by each key on the coverage keypad. These 
are known as dual-tone multi-frequency signals. Indian 
Railways is a governmental entity under the Ministry of 
Railways that operates India's national railway system. 
Customer service: 139
Founded: 16 April 1853
Headquarters: New Delhi

157 new medical colleges approved 
under Centrally Sponsored Scheme in 

three phases      10 Mar' 21

The Government 
said that 157 
new medical 

colleges have been 
approved under the 
Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme (CSS) in three 
phases. In a written 
reply in Rajya Sabha, 
Health and Family Welfare Minister, Dr. Harshvardhan said 
that these new medical colleges are attached with existing 
district and referral hospitals. He further said, under the 
scheme, a new medical college can be taken up by upgradation 
of a district hospital. The Minister said, such projects can 
be approved in districts where there are no pre-existing 
government or private medical colleges.
In phase-I of the scheme, 58 districts in 20 states and union 
territories have been approved for establishment of medical 
colleges. The total cost of establishment of one medical 
college under this phase is 189 crore rupees. Meanwhile, 
the minister stated that the entire central share of 7541 crore 
rupees has been released to the state and union territories 
for these medical colleges. The Minister said, out of the 58 
medical colleges, 46 have become functional.

First meeting of BRICS Contact Group 
on Economic and Trade Issues held      

11 Mar' 21

The first Meeting of the BRICS Contact Group on 
Economic and Trade Issues (CGETI) was held under 
India’s Chairship from 9th till 11th of this month. The 

theme of BRICS this year is -"BRICS@15: Intra BRICS 
Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation, and Consensus”. 
Scope of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Roundtable 
Conference Workshop on Services Statistics, and BRICS 
Trade Fair followed by a series of scheduled presentations in 
separate sessions by the respective departments of government. 
This was followed by a series of presentations, scheduled 
in separate sessions, made by the concerned Departments 
of the Government of India on the proposed deliverables 
during India’s Chairship under the BRICS CGETI track. The 
deliverables proposed are on the following topics-
Action plan based on the document “Strategy for BRICS 
Economic Partnership 2025” adopted during Russian 
Presidency in 2020.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated ‘Maitri Setu’ built over Feni River between India and 
Bangladesh via video conferencing.
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BRICS Cooperation on Multilateral Trading system 
including cooperation for the TRIPS Waiver proposal at 
WTO. 
Framework for Consumer Protection in E-Commerce. 
Non-Tariff Measures (NTM) Resolution Mechanism.
Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary (SPS) Working Mechanism.
Co-operation framework for protection of Genetic 
Resources and Traditional Knowledge.
BRICS Framework on Co-operation in Professional 
Services. Each of these sessions was followed by detailed 
feedback sessions. 
The BRICS partners appreciated the activities planned by 
India, being timely and relevant in the current context and 
expressed their support for working together on the various 
initiatives proposed by India. From now on till September, 
2021, inter sessional deliberations will be carried out 
to reach a consensus amongst the BRICS countries. The 
BRICS officers tasked with CGETI would continue the 
work for the 27th official level CGETI meeting, scheduled 
to be held in June 2021.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
inaugurated Amrit Mahotsav of 

independence      12 Mar' 21 

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
i n a u g u r a t e d 

the initial activities 
related to the 
Amrit Mahotsav 
of independence. 
The festival is a 
series of various 
events organized by the government in connection with 
the 75th birth anniversary of India's independence. It was 
organized in the form of Lok Parva with the spirit of public 
participation. In this regard, preparations for the preparatory 
activities 75 weeks before the Amrit Mahotsav to be held 
on August 15, 2022, have started. The Prime Minister left 
for a padyatra from Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad.
81 people took part in the padyatra, who left from Sabarmati 
Ashram in Ahmedabad and completed the journey of 
two hundred and forty-one miles in twenty-five days and 
will reach Dandi in Navsari district on April 5. People of 
different classes will join it at different places on the path 
of the padyatra. Culture Minister Prahlad Singh Patel will 
lead the 75-km first phase of the yatra. Modi inaugurated 
many other cultural and digital activities in connection with 

India @ 75celebrations and addressed a public meeting at 
Sabarmati Ashram. 
A National Implementation Committee has been 
constituted under the chairmanship of the Home Minister 
to formulate policies regarding the organization of various 
programs to be organized in connection with the Amrit 
Mahotsav. The state government and Union Territory 
Administration are also organizing programs for the 
Amrit Festival of Independence across the country. Apart 
from these programs, the Archaeological Survey of India 
and the Zonal Cultural Center of the Ministry of Culture, 
Ministry of Youth Affairs, and TRIFED have also planned 
to organize several programs on the occasion.

Ministry of Chemicals and 
Fertilizers Approves PLI Scheme for 

Pharmaceuticals      12 Mar' 21

The Ministry 
of Chemicals 
and Fertilizers 

has approved 
the promotion of 
materials, drug 
intermediate and 
active pharmaceutical 
ingredients under 
the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme. The 
government has promoted Rs 15,000-crore PLI scheme 
for pharmaceuticals. This step has been taken to reduce 
imports and boost domestic production. Currently, the 
Indian pharmaceutical industry is worth $ 40 billion and 
contributes about 3.5 percent of the global market but high-
end patent medicines are still imported. The expansion of 
the PLI scheme to pharmaceuticals will make it globally 
competitive.
The scheme was launched in March 2020 to promote 
domestic manufacturing. The aim is to cut imports. The 
scheme was launched with an aim to give incentives to 
companies on incremental sales of home-made products. 
The scheme encourages local companies to set up or 
expand existing manufacturing units.
The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers in India is the 
federal ministry with administrative purview over three 
departments namely - Department of Chemicals and 
Petrochemicals Department of Fertilisers Department of 
Pharmaceuticals The Ministry is headed by the Minister 
of Chemicals and fertilisers. Currently, the Minister of 
Chemicals and Fertilizers is DV Sadananda Gowda. 
Headquarters: New Delhi

Punjab Kings have roped in former Australian first-class cricketer Damien Wright as their new 
bowling coach for the upcoming edition of the IPL beginning on April 9.
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"Mera Ration Mobile App" for 
migratory ration cardholders 

launched      13 Mar' 21

Ministry of 
Consumer 
A f f a i r s , 

Food, and Public 
Distribution launched 
Mera Ration Mobile 
App for the benefit 
of those ration card 
holders who move to 
new places in search of livelihood. 
At present 32 States and Union Territories are covered 
under the One Nation One Ration Card and integration 
of the remaining four States and UTs are expected to be 
completed in the next few months. The deadline for the 
One Nation One Ration Card Scheme to be implemented 
across the country is 31 March 2021, but the scheme 
has not yet been implemented in Delhi, West Bengal, 
Chhattisgarh and Assam. 
Ration cardholders will get many facilities through 
the "Mera Ration" app. Developed by the National 
Informatics Center, this Android-based mobile app has 
just been introduced in Hindi and English. Gradually, 
it will be made available in 14 languages. On this app, 
ration cardholders will be able to check for themselves 
how much grain they will get. The introduction of the 
"Mera Ration" app will bring transparency to ration 
distribution. 
This app will be able to benefit especially the migrant 
people, because, under the One Nation One Ration Card 
scheme, ration cardholders will be able to get their share 
of grain from any ration shop anywhere and in the country. 
Through this app, it will be easy for the beneficiaries 
visiting the migration to know how many ration shops 
are around them and which shops are closest to them. 
Beneficiaries can also give their suggestions through this 
app.
You have to download this app to use the "Mera Ration" 
app. After that, a login process has to be followed. The 
beneficiary will need an Aadhaar or ration card number 
for login. By entering this number, you will be able to log 
in and take advantage of the features found on this app. 
Under the National Food Security Act, the government 
provides foodgrains to more than 81 crore people through 
the Public Distribution System (PDS) at a subsidy of Rs 
1-3 per kg.

Launched at the book Center for 
Land Warfare Studies titled "Battle 

Ready for Twenty-First Century" 
17 Mar' 21 

CDS General Bipin Rawat and former Army Chief 
General Deepak Kapoor released the book "Battle 
Ready for Twenty-First Century" co-edited by 

Lieutenant General AK Singh and Visiting Fellow Brigadier 
Narendra Kumar, Distinguished Fellow of Center for Land 
Warfare Studies. 
Titled "Battle Ready for Twenty-First Century", the book 
attempts to define the new dimensions of conflict, their 
desired abilities, and the theoretical issues that require 
careful examination. Authors with practical experience and 
expertise in the field have attempted to define and suggest 
ways and means necessary to secure India from emerging 
security challenges on land, air, sea, space, cyber domains, 
and even cognitive domains. . This book is referring to 
the future conflicts that India can face and the need to 
build capacities to prevent accidental wars. Its foreword 
is written by former Naval Chief Admiral Arun Prakash. 
Former Army Chiefs General NC Vij and Prof. Gautam 
Sen have commented on the book to empirically identify 
future security challenges and the need for construction 
capabilities. This book sets out the conceptual framework 
for the strategic management of future conflicts. 
General Bipin Rawat is India's first and current Chief of 
Defense or Chief of Defense Staff (CDS); He assumed 
the post of Chief of Defense on 1 January 2020. Prior to 
this, he was the head of the Indian Army. Rawat served as 
the Chief of the Army Staff from 31 December 2016 to 31 
December 2019.

TRIFED exchanged MoU with Craft 
Village for design development 

as well as skill development 
programmes for tribal artisans and 

craftspersons      18 Mar' 21

TRIFED is 
c o n t i n u i n g 
to forge 

p a r t n e r s h i p s 
with different 
organizations to 
create synergies 
together, as a part of 
its ongoing efforts to 
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together to organise 
this music evening 
to remember the 
shehnai Maestro 
Bharat Ratna Ustad 
Bismillah Khan.
The Program was 
inaugurated by Prof 
SK Sharma and 
Dhrupad Singer Hritwik Sanyal and  Faculty members of 
BHU, professor Rajesh Shah, Sangeeta Pandit, President 
of Sangeet Natak academy Lucknow Dr preetesh Aacharya 
who is son of noted artist Rajeshwar Aacharya were also 
present at the stage.
Banaras Hindu University, formerly Central Hindu 
College, is a public central university located in Varanasi, 
Uttar Pradesh. It was established jointly in 1916 by the 
Maharaja of Darbhanga Rameshwar Singh, Madan Mohan 
Malaviya, Sunder Lal, and British Theosophist and Home 
Rule League founder Annie Besant.
Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav - The citizens of India 
participate in various cultural activities organized across 
the country during the 75 weeks preceding the 75th Indian 
Independence Day.
Ustad Bismillah Khan was a famous shehnai player of 
Hindustan. He was born in Dumraon, Bihar. In 2001, he 
was awarded the Bharat Ratna, India's highest honor. He 
was the third Indian musician to have been awarded the 
Bharat Ratna.

National Bank for Financing 
Infrastructure and Development Bill, 

2021 introduced in Lok Sabha 
22 Mar' 21 

Finance Minister 
N i r m a l a 
Sitharaman has 

introduced the National 
Bank for Financing 
Infrastructure and 
Development Bill, 
2021 in the Lok 
Sabha. The bill seeks 
to establish the National Bank for Financing Infrastructure 
and Development. Its objective is to support the development 
of long-term non-recourse infrastructure financing in India 
including the development of the bonds and derivatives 
markets necessary for infrastructure financing and to carry on 
the business of financing infrastructure.

Samsung India inaugurated its innovation lab at Delhi Technological University (DTU) under the 
company's 'Innovation Campus' initiative.

improve the lives and livelihoods of the tribals and work 
towards tribal empowerment. In this context, TRIFED has 
tied up with Craft Village by ZEPHYR, an established 
organization that works for the training and promotion of 
the Craft Sector.
TRIFED and Craft Village entered into a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU). The MoU was exchanged 
between Iti Tyagi, Founder, Craft Village, and Anupam 
Trivedi, Executive Director, TRIFED in the presence of 
Pravir Krishna, Managing Director, TRIFED, and senior 
officials of both organizations. The two organizations have 
partnered to work jointly towards the overall upliftment of 
the tribal community in the following areas:
TRIFED and Craft Village will develop diverse ideas 
that will not only be functional but also be globally 
appealing. The design development will happen at 
the Craft Village campus and also at tribal clusters or 
artisans or artisan groups who will enroll in the same. 
The products so developed will be marketed by TRIFED 
using its Tribes India network of physical outlets and 
online platforms.
The organizations will organize various tribal art and craft 
workshops and symposiums to inform and sensitize the 
general public about tribal art, and craft for additionally, the 
organizations will conduct training, and skill development 
programs jointly for tribal artisans and craftsperson so that 
they can develop better products.
Other aspects of this unique collaboration include the 
presentation of curated shows at select International Folk 
Art Markets to help create better economic opportunities 
for tribal artists. The two organizations also plan to work 
together to make films on tribal craft culture and cuisine to 
spread information about these tribal communities. 
The aim of this collaboration is to develop a customized 
community-based creative manufacturing system that 
helps take these products to a global audience. Through 
such and other activities, TRIFED is working towards 
a complete transformation of tribal lives and livelihoods 
across the country.

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav: 3-day 
Shehnai festival started at BHU to 
remember Ustad Bismillah khan      

21 Mar' 21

As a part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, a 3-day 
Shehnai festival started at Banaras Hindu University 
campus Varanasi. Sangeet Natak Academy and 

the music and performing arts faculty of BHU have come 
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Besides, the Finance Bill, 2021, and the Government of 
National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill, 
2021 are also listed. In the Rajya Sabha business schedule, 
the Appropriation Bill, 2021 is listed for consideration and 
return.
Nirmala Sitharaman is an Indian politician serving as the 
current Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs of India. 
She is a member of the Rajya Sabha, the upper house of the 
Indian Parliament, since 2014.

PM Modi to launch Jal Shakti 
Abhiyan: Catch the Rain campaign 
on World Water Day      22 Mar' 21 

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
will virtually 

launch Jal Shakti 
Abhiyan: Catch 
the Rain campaign 
on the occasion of 
World Water Day. 
The theme of the 
campaign is "Catch the rain, where it falls when it falls". In 
the presence of the Prime Minister, the signing of a historic 
Memorandum of Agreement between the Minister of Jal 
Shakti and the Chief Ministers of Madhya Pradesh and 
Uttar Pradesh to implement the Ken Betwa Link Project 
will also take place. This is the first project of the National 
Perspective Plan for the interlinking of rivers.
This project involves the transfer of water from the 
Ken to the Betwa River through the construction of 
the Daudhan Dam and a canal linking the two rivers. 
It will provide annual irrigation of 10.62 lakh hectare, 
drinking water supply to about 62 lakh people, and also 
generate 103 Mega Watt of hydropower. The Project 
will be of immense benefit to the water-starved region 
of Bundelkhand, especially to the districts of Panna, 
Tikamgarh, Chhatarpur, Sagar, Damoh, Datia, Vidisha, 
Shivpuri, and Raisen of Madhya Pradesh and Banda, 
Mahoba, Jhansi and Lalitpur of Uttar Pradesh.
It will pave the way for more interlinking of river projects 
to ensure that scarcity of water does not become an 
inhibitor to development in the country. The campaign 
will be undertaken across the country in both rural 
and urban areas. It will be implemented from till 30th 
November - the pre-monsoon and monsoon period in the 
country. It will be launched as a Jan Andolan to take water 
conservation at the grass-roots level through people’s 
participation.

Seventeen states have operationalised 'one nation-one ration card' system with Uttarakhand being the 
latest to complete the reform, the finance ministry said.

The campaign is intended to nudge all stakeholders to 
create rainwater harvesting structures suitable to the 
climatic conditions and subsoil strata, to ensure proper 
storage of rainwater. After the event, Gram Sabhas will 
be held in all Gram Panchayats of each district, except in 
the poll-bound states to discuss issues related to water and 
water conservation. Gram Sabhas will also take Jal Shapath 
for water conservation.

Lok Sabha passed Finance Bill 2021      
23 Mar' 21

The Lok Sabha 
has passed 
the Finance 

Bill-2021. The Bill 
has been introduced 
to approve the 
financial proposals 
of the Central 
Government for the 
financial year 2021-22. Replying to the discussion on 
the bill, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that 
the government is committed to simplifying taxation 
compliance procedures. 

The government is taking all measures to increase the 
tax base in the country. The Finance Minister said that 
justifying the taxation system would encourage the process 
of facilitating business in the country.

Goods and Services Tax in response to the comments of 
the members on the related issues, the Finance Minister 
said that the center itself was GST. Cannot change the 
structure.

Dr. Amar Singh said that the economy has been declining 
since the first quarter of 2018-19. He said that revenue 
collection is declining and the central government has 
increased customs duties, taxes, and cess on various items, 
affecting the common people.

Amar Singh said that the Central Government has given 
GST to the states. Implementation is not releasing 
compensation for loss of revenue, due to which various 
welfare schemes are not implemented. 

To boost the economy and provide relief to the people, 
a package of Rs 21 lakh crore has been given during 
Kovid. PVS Middhun Reddy of YSRCP requested the 
Central Government to assist the States to bring their 
economy back on track. He opposed the privatization of 
the Visakhapatnam steel plant and requested to stop the 
process.
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Centre proposes up to 25% tax 
concession on purchase of new 

vehicles on submission of scrappage 
certificate      30 Mar' 21

Centre has proposed up to 25 percent tax 
concession on the purchase of new vehicles 
on submission of scrappage certificate. Road, 

Transport and Highways Ministry today published 
the draft rules regarding concession in motor vehicle 
tax against scrapped vehicles. Under the draft rules, 
people will get 25 percent concession on the purchase 
of personal vehicles with vehicle scrappage certificate 
while on the purchase of commercial vehicles, the tax 
relief will be 15 percent.

In case of personal vehicles, the tax concessions will be 
available up to eight years while for commercial vehicles, 
it will be up to 15 years. The period will be reckoned 
from the date of first registration. The government has 
invited suggestions from various stakeholders on the 
draft rules within a period of 30 days. The rules are 
proposed to come into force from 1st of October this 
year.

Vehicle Scrappage Policy: Key Highlights

Personal vehicles older than 20 years and commercial 
vehicles older than 15 years will have to undergo a 
fitness test at the government registered ‘Automated 
Fitness Centres’.

Vehicles that fail to pass the test will be declared as ‘end-
of-life vehicles’, which would mean that the vehicle 
would have to be recycled.

This will pave the way for older vehicles to be scrapped.

In case, the vehicles pass the test, owners will have to 
pay a hefty fee for re-registration.

According to the new policy, the re-registration 
fee would be hiked around eight times for personal 
vehicles, and around 20 times for commercial 
vehicles.

Cristiano Ronaldo was named the Italian league Serie A player of the year for the second successive 
time.

Computer facility made available 
in 18,735 districts and subordinate 
courts under the second phase of 

e-court project      24 Mar' 21

Law and Justice 
M i n i s t e r 
Ravi Shankar 

Prasad have said that 
under the second 
phase of the e-court 
project, a computer 
facility has been 
made available in 
18,735 district and subordinate courts. In a written reply in 
the Lok Sabha, Prasad said that out of 2 thousand 992 court 
complexes, two thousand 940 provided wide area network 
connectivity.
The e-court project was envisaged on the basis of 'National 
Policy and Action Plan-2005 for the implementation of 
information and communication technology in the Indian 
judiciary'. The e-court mission mode project is a pan-
India project, monitored and funded by the Department of 
Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice, Government of India, 
for district courts across the country.
Benefits of e-court - Pending court cases will be reduced. 
Citizens will have access to justice and affordable access 
will be ensured. E-court will speed up the resolution of 
cases and citizens will get speedy justice. Infrastructure-
related expenses of the courts will come down.
E-Samiti - It is a body that advises for technical 
communication and management-related changes. It 
helps in formulating national policy by computerizing the 
Indian judiciary. The e-committee was established in the 
year 2004 to provide a guide map for the use of IT and 
administrative reforms in the judiciary. All expenses related 
to the functioning of the e-committee, including salaries 
and allowances, etc. of the Chairman, Members, and 
Supporting Staff are provided from the budget approved by 
the Supreme Court of India.
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Ganges River. The state's forested Jim Corbett National 
Park shelters Bengal tigers, and other native wildlife.
Chief Minister - Trivendra Singh Rawat
Governor - Bab  y Rani Maurya

The digital platform 'Jagrut Tripura' 
launched to boost e-governance      

02 Mar' 21 

The Tripura 
government 
has come up 

with a digital platform 
to help people get 
benefits from various 
schemes of the 
Centre and the state 
government. At least 
102 schemes of various departments of both governments 
are available on the platform.
Launched by Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb, the 'Jagrut 
Tripura' will empower citizens of the northeastern state, the 
official said.
The digital platform is one of the many proactive initiatives 
undertaken by the state government to spur a technology-
led innovation ecosystem to make "Atmanirbhar" (self-
reliant) Tripura.
This project is developed by "EasyGov", a Jio Group 
company and it will be available to all the residents of 
Tripura. With "Jagrut", we want to empower people to 
get the benefits they deserve and the focus is on building 
a family-centric, progressive model having "one data one 
source", and privacy at the core.
"EasyGov” working towards transforming welfare Design 
to Delivery has an Aadhar stack-based cloud solution 
that is helping the people in discovering their eligibility 

Uttarakhand CM launches the "Gharo 
ki Pechan, Chelik Naam” scheme      

01 Mar' 21

Uttarakhand 
C h i e f 
M i n i s t e r 

Trivendra Singh 
Rawat has launched 
“Gharoki Paachan, 
Chelik Naam” 
(daughter's name is 
a home's identity) 
program, and development schemes worth Rs 42 crore in 
Nainital. Initially, the scheme has been launched in Nainital, 
and later it will be extended to the entire Uttarakhand.
This scheme is in line with the effort of the state 
government towards promoting women's empowerment. 
The government is working towards women empowerment 
and 32,000 women groups of the state are being linked 
with self-employment to make them self-reliant. The Chief 
Minister Ghassari Kalyan Yojana has been approved to 
eliminate the burden of fodder from the heads of women. 
Also, to increase the income of farmers, a decision was 
taken to collectively cultivate maize. 
The state government is also set to implement many public 
welfare schemes for the benefit of the youth. As part of the 
development works, the catchment area of Sukha Tal Lake 
will be revitalized & will undergo a beautification process. 
The works on the Sukha Tal Lake will serve as a recharge 
to Nainital Lake & also add towards tourist attraction at 
Nainital.
Uttarakhand, a state in northern India crossed by the 
Himalayas, is known for its Hindu pilgrimage sites. 
Rishikesh is a major center for yoga study. This city hosts 
the evening Ganga Aarti, a spiritual gathering on the sacred 

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Haryana implements 75 
percent reservation for 

locals in private sector jobs.

India’s first "Transgender 
Community Desk" opens in 

Telangana.

Mission Gramodaya launched 
in Madhya Pradesh.

The African continent has faced its first economic recession in 25 years due to the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, according to the UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) report.
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Meghalaya government launches 
online registration portal for migrant 

workers      05 Mar' 21

In Meghalaya, 
the State 
G o v e r n m e n t 

launched the online 
registration portal 
for migrant workers 
under the Meghalaya 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
Registration (Safety 
and Security) of Migrant Workers Act 2020, in a function 
organized by the Labour Department in Shillong.
Launching the portal, Deputy Chief Minister Prestone 
Tynsong said, the online portal has improve the ease of 
doing business. He urged all stakeholders to utilize the 
portal so that a record of genuine migrant labourers or 
workers is maintained in the State. This move is crucial for 
the development of the State as labour forces from other 
parts of the country are required to complete projects of 
different departments. He reiterated that only those migrant 
workers/labourers who fulfil various criteria stated under 
the Act, has issued with a labour license.
The portal enables the migrant workers and persons or 
contractors employing migrant labourers or workers to 
register them, failing which they has liable to a fine of 
up to 5000 rupees. Registration through the portal can be 
made from any part of the country, or through the common 
service centres or a help desk at the registration office with 
a payment of 50 rupees.
Meghalaya is a state in Northeast India. Meghalaya was 
formed by carving out two districts from the state of Assam: 
the United Khasi Hills and Jaintia Hills, and the Garo Hills 
on 21 January 1972.
Capital: Shillong
Governor: Satya Pal Malik
Chief Minister: Conrad Sangma

India’s first "Transgender Community 
Desk" opens in Telangana      06 Mar' 21 

The Cyberabad Police has launched India’s first-ever 
"Transgender Community Desk" at the Gachibowli 
Police Station in Hyderabad, Telangana. This desk 

is the first-of-its-kind gender-inclusive community policing 
initiative in the country. The desk was formally inaugurated 
by Cyberabad Police chief V C Sajjanar in a ceremony 

from thousands of Government welfare schemes using 
Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning. EasyGov 
journey started with a single state Haryana. Now we are 
empowering people across the country through MyGov. In 
the last 12 months, we have empowered approximately 50 
lakh citizens.
The founder and CEO of "Easy Gov" is Amit Shukla.

Haryana implements 75 percent 
reservation for locals in private sector 

jobs      03 Mar' 21

The Haryana 
Governor has 
approved a 

bill that reserves 75 
percent of the private 
sector jobs with gross 
salary up to `50,000 
per month for the 
people of the state. 
The legislation was passed by the state assembly last year. 
According to Deputy Chief Minister Dushyant Chautala, 
the youth of the state will now get 75 percent reservation in 
private sector jobs that includes companies, societies and 
trusts. Reservation in the private sector for locals was the 
main election promise of Chautala's Jannayak Janta Party, 
which had formed a government in the state in alliance with 
the BJP. 
The bill, tabled by Chautala last year, makes it mandatory 
for the private sector companies to reserve 75 percent of 
jobs with salary upto `50,000 per month for natives of 
Haryana. Companies must register details of all employees 
getting upto `50,000 per month, the government had said, 
adding failure to do so within three months of it becoming 
a law will attract penalties. According to the Haryana 
government, the reservation will be socially, economically 
and environmentally desirable.
Haryana: is a state in India located in the northern part of 
the country. It was carved out of the former state of East 
Punjab on 1 November 1966 on a linguistic basis. It is 
ranked 22nd in terms of area.
Haryana is a state in India located in the northern part of the 
country. It was carved out of the former state of East Punjab 
on 1 November 1966 on a linguistic basis. It is ranked 22nd 
in terms of area.
Capital - Chandigarh
Governor - Satyadev Narayan Arya
Chief Minister - Manohar Lal Khattar

The British government will provide 2.8 million pounds ($4 million) to pursue a five-nation bid for a 
World Cup with Ireland.
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in Hyderabad, as part of the nationwide celebrations, Azadi 
Ki Amruth Mahosav on 12th of this month to mark the 75 
years of the country’s independence. 
State Governor Dr Tamilisai Sounderarajan has taken 
part in the celebrations to be held in Warangal. The state 
government has sanctioned Rs 25 crore for the year-long 
celebrations.
As part of the celebrations, the Chief Minister decided that 
on March 12 the inaugural programmes would be held 
at Public Gardens in Hyderabad and Police Grounds in 
Warangal. The CM has taken part in the inaugural function 
at Public Gardens as chief guest, while Governor Tamilisai 
Soundararajan would be the chief guest at the programme 
to be organised in Warangal on the same day.
Telangana is a state in India situated on the south-central 
stretch of the Indian peninsula on the high Deccan Plateau. It 
is the eleventh-largest state and the twelfth-most populated 
state in India with a geographical area of 112,077 km2 and 
35,193,978 residents as per 2011 census.
Telangana: is a state in India situated on the south-central 
stretch of the Indian peninsula on the high Deccan Plateau. It 
is the eleventh-largest state and the twelfth-most populated 
state in India with a geographical area of 112,077 km2 and 
35,193,978 residents as per 2011 census.
Capital - Hyderabad
Governor - Tamilisai Soundararajan
Chief Minister - K. Chandrashekar Rao 

UP govt launches campaign to make 
golden cards of Ayushman Bharat 

scheme      10 Mar' 21

The Uttar 
P r a d e s h 
government 

launched a campaign 
to make golden cards 
of the Ayushman 
Bharat scheme 
across the state. The 
campaign aims to 
drive awareness about Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana across the state and enable beneficiaries, 
especially those residing in the rural and remote areas, to 
avail themselves cashless healthcare worth 5 lakh rupees 
per family per year. This campaign will continue till the 
24th of March. Under the campaign free Ayushman golden 
card will be given to those families who have still not 
taken the benefit of the scheme golden cards will be made 

that was attended by 
over 200 transgender 
people. Earlier in 
2014, the Supreme 
Court recognized 
the transgender 
community as a third 
gender along with 
male and female and 
ruled that they have equal privilege over the fundamental 
rights enshrined in the Indian Constitution.
Transgender Community Desk is the World’s first-ever 
help desk for the transgender community, and it will be 
managed by a Police Liaison Officer and a member of the 
transgender community who is designated as a community 
coordinator. It will also be the focal point for all grievance 
redressal among the transgender community in Cyberabad 
Commissionerate.
The transgender desk will provide support to file cases in 
offenses related to violence or discrimination against any 
transgender person.
Among other services, the desk will also provide counseling, 
legal aid, life-skills, soft skills training, job placements, and 
referral linkages to welfare schemes in partnership with the 
Department of Women & Child Welfare and District Legal 
Services Authority.
The Society for Cyberabad Security Council will organize 
monthly employability training and life-skill training and 
facilitate access to job opportunities. Prajwala will assist 
the desk to facilitate safe space for any transgender person 
who needs an emergency transit stay.
Chief Minister - K Chandrasekhar Rao
Governor - Tamilisai Soundararajan

Telangana getting ready for “Azadi ki 
Amruth Mahotsav” celebrations 

09 Mar' 21

Te l a n g a n a 
is getting 
ready for 

the “Azadi Ki 
Amruth Mahotsav” 
celebrations to be 
held on a grand scale 
and in a befitting 
manner across the 
state. Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao has hoisted 
the national flag at a special programme at Public Gardens 

The book, "The Ventilator Project: How the IIT Kanpur Consortium Built a World-class Product 
during India’s Covid-19 Lockdown", is written by Srikant Sastri and Amitabha Bandyopadhyay.



32

NEWS BITES STATE

MICA  APRIL 2021

at Panchayat offices, Anganwadi centers, primary schools, 
health and wellness centers community Health centers, and 
even they will be available at the PDS shops also.
This initiative is focused on generating large-scale 
awareness about the scheme, and its benefits, accelerating 
the Ayushman card and increasing utilization. Recently 
the chief secretary of state reviewed the progress of 
Ayushman Bharat Pradhanmantri Jan arogya scheme and 
Chief Minister Jan arogya campaign and said that still, 
more than one crore 26 lakh families in the state need to 
get golden cards. Till now 1 crore 20 lakh beneficiaries 
in the state have got their golden cards. In the recently 
tabled budget, the government has allocated 1300 crore 
rupees for the Ayushman Bharat scheme and 142 crore 
rupees for the Ayushman Bharat mukhymantri Jan 
arogya Yojana.

Gujarat government gears up for 
nationwide launch of "Azadi ka Amrit 

Mahotsav"      11 Mar' 21

Gujarat government is gearing up for the 
nationwide launch of "Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav" 
in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi. The Prime Minister has flag off the re-enact of 
historic Dandi March of 1930 by Mahatma Gandhi from 
Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad. The event has mark the 
beginning of the grand celebrations of 75th anniversary of 
Independence.
The preparations are in full swing for the re-enact of the 
historic Dandi March-of 1930- one of the biggest milestones 
of India’s freedom struggle. All roads connected with 
historic Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad are beautifully 
decorated with colours and lights. Gujarat government has 
decided to celebrate the "Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav" at 75 
places in the state.
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has join Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at Sabarmati Ashram during flagging 
of re-enact of historic Dandi March. Deputy Chief 
Minister Nitin Patel has join the event in Rajkot while 
other prominent leaders including state ministers and 
MPs has join the celebrations in other parts of the state. 
According to the official sources, Prime Minister Modi 
has taken pledge- ‘Shatabdi Sankalp 2047’ to spread 
the message of "Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav" across the 
globe.
Gujarat is a state on the western coast of India with 
a coastline of 1,600 km – most of which lies on the 
Kathiawar peninsula – and a population of 60.4 million. It 
is the fifth-largest Indian state by area and the ninth-largest 

state by population. Gujarat is bordered by Rajasthan to the 
northeast, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu to 
the south, Maharashtra to the southeast, Madhya Pradesh to 
the east, and the Arabian Sea and the Pakistani province of 
Sindh to the west.
Capital - Gandhinagar
Governor - Acharya Dev Vrat
Chief Minister - Vijay Rupani 

"Swarnim Vijay Mashal" reached 
‘Akashvani Bhawan’ in kolkata 

14 Mar' 21

The golden 
j u b i l e e 
celebrations 

of the 1971 war 
across the nation 
continue with the 
Victory flame 
has reached the 
Akashvani Bhawan 
in Kolkata. The head of the office of All India Radio 
Kolkata, Deputy Director-General Anima Das Debnath 
received the Swarnim Vijay Mashal. The celebration of the 
"Swarnim Vijay Varsh" had been launched on 1st March 
from Delhi by lighting up the "Swarnim Vijay Mashaal" 
from the Eternal Flame of National War Memorial. Four 
"Vijay Mashaals" were further lit from it and sent to 
various parts of the country.

The victory flame started its journey in Kolkata from 
Netaji Bhawan, the house of the great freedom fighter 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, and later traveled to places 
including Science city, Victoria Memorial, and Akashvani 
Bhawan, Kolkata. A short movie clip commemorating the 
1971 war was also screened for the audience along with a 
Band display. 

The brass band of the Assam regiment played tunes 
including ‘DhanDhanya Pushpa Bhora’ and mesmerized 
the audience. On the culmination of the events in Kolkata, 
the Victory Flame will also be traveling to Bangladesh on 
the occasion of the neighboring country’s Independence 
Day celebrations on the 26th of this month. The Swarnim 
Vijay Varsh celebrations will finally conclude in Delhi on 
26 December 2021.

Kolkata is the capital of West Bengal state of India and one 
of the major metropolises of India. Kolkata is situated on 
the Hooghly River. Kolkata is the second largest metropolis 
of India and the fifth largest port. 

The first Indian woman to conquer world's highest summit Mount Everest, Bachendri Pal will lead a 
10 member team of women aged above 50 in a five-month long expedition from eastern to western 

Himalaya beginning in May.
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The Hindu temple in Dubai will virtually celebrate the upcoming Maha Shivratri festival virtually 
this year in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, while the premises will be closed to prevent the 

spread of the virus.

While the city has been recognized as the initial focal 
point of India's educational and cultural changes, on the 
other hand it is also recognized as the stronghold of the 
communism movement in India. This city of palaces is also 
known as "City of Joy".

Sikkim: Individuals, organisations 
taking initiatives to take bamboo-

based crafts business forward 
15 Mar' 21 

Bamboo is 
an integral 
part of the 

cultural, social and 
economic tradition 
of Sikkim. Besides 
government efforts to 
uphold this tradition, 
many individuals and 
organisations are taking initiatives to take the bamboo-
based crafts business forward. West Sikkim-based 
Khechuperi Bamboo House, which is operated by young 
bamboo and wooden craft entrepreneur Indra Kari Limboo, 
has been producing as well as promoting bamboo crafts. 
The organisation recently launched a certificate course 
training on bamboo craft making, which has conclude in 
the last week of this month. 
The skill development programme is supported by the 
union ministry of environment, forest and climate change 
and the Sikkim State Council of Science and Technology. It 
initially focuses on making bamboo mugs, flasks and trays 
before imparting skills on furniture making.  Mr Limboo 
shares the objective and details of the skill development 
programme. While such skill development initiatives 
would help promote self-employment generating ventures, 
bamboo is a good substitute for plastics and steel, and 
also an ecologically sustainable raw material as various 
inputs, especially in the context of Sikkim’s eco-sensitive 
environment.
Sikkim is a state in northeastern India. It borders the Tibet 
Autonomous Region of China in the north and northeast, 
Bhutan in the east, Nepal in the west, and West Bengal in 
the south. Sikkim is also close to India's Siliguri Corridor 
near Bangladesh. Sikkim is the least populous and second 
smallest among the Indian states.
Capital - Gangtok
Governor - Ganga Prasad
Chief Minister - Prem Singh Tamang 

The sanction for strengthening power 
transmission and distribution in 
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim 

15 Mar' 21

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
has approved the revised cost estimate of the 
Comprehensive Plan to strengthen power 

transmission and distribution in Arunachal Pradesh and 
Sikkim. An estimated cost of over nine thousand 129 crore 
rupees has been approved.

The main objective of the scheme is to strengthen the inter-
state remittance and distribution structure by providing 
grid connectivity to remote areas of Arunachal Pradesh 
and Sikkim in line with the government's commitment. 
The scheme is being implemented under the Ministry of 
Power in collaboration with the Government of Sikkim 
and Arunachal Pradesh, a public sector undertaking - 
Power Grid. It is to be completed in a phased manner by 
December 2021. With the implementation of this scheme, 
a reliable power grid will be established in these states. 
This will help in providing electricity to the villages and 
remote areas of these states. This will increase per capita 
electricity consumption in these states which will help in 
overall economic development.

Arunachal Pradesh is a state in Northeast India. It shares 
international borders with Bhutan in the west, Myanmar in 
the east, and a disputed border with China in the north at the 
McMahon Line. Itanagar is the state capital of Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

Chief Minister - Pema Khandu

Governor - B. D. Mishra

Sikkim is a state in northeast India, bordered by Bhutan, 
Tibet, and Nepal.

Capital - Gangtok

Chief Minister - Prem Singh Tamang 

Governor - Ganga Prasad

The Lieutenant Governor of Jammu 
and kashmir started a radio program 

called Awam ki Baat      16 Mar' 21

Manoj Sinha, the Lieutenant Governor of the 
Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, 
launched a radio program called Awam Ki Baat 

from the beginning of its website at Raj Bhavan in Jammu. 
The half-hour program will be broadcast on the third 
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Sunday of every month from April. This program will 
provide information about the programs launched for the 
welfare of the public as well as provide an opportunity for 
people to share their views, grievances, and constructive 
suggestions with the administration. Its theme is spoken, 
we will listen.
Suggestions will be taken from citizens on toll-free 
numbers. The toll-free number is 18005722327 for Jammu 
and 18005722328 for Kashmir. Its website 'Awam ki Baat' is 
available at jk.jov.in. The objective of this program will be 
that people will be able to interact with the administration.
Lt. Governor Manoj Sinha said that the program of Awam 
Ki Baat will strengthen public participation. Will give 
voice to the people and give vision to the administration. 
Through "Awam Ki Baat" feedback can be taken about 
the functioning of governance. Going to the ground 
surface, listening to the people, taking the suggestions of 
the people in making policies, in this way will help in 
promoting Gandhi's values   in the administration. It is our 
endeavor that policies should be formulated keeping in 
view the aspirations of the people. Apart from toll-free 
numbers, websites, people can also send suggestions by 
e-mail.

520 kashmiri Migrants returned to 
the valley after the abrogation of 

Article 370: G kishan Reddy 
17 Mar' 21

A total of 520 
K a s h m i r i 
M i g r a n t s 

have returned to 
the valley after the 
abrogation of Article 
370, and nearly 2,000 
more are expected to 
return by this year. 
The migrants have returned to Kashmir for taking up 
jobs that have been provided to them under the center’s 
rehabilitation package. This was stated by the Minister of 
State for Home G Kishan Reddy in a written reply in the 
Rajya Sabha. Reddy said that additional 2,000 migrants 
will return to the valley upon successful completion of their 
selection process.
Gangapuram Kishan Reddy is an Indian politician who 
currently serves as Minister of State for Home Affairs, 
Government of India. He is a member of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party. He is an MP representing Secunderabad since 
2019.

Jammu and Kashmir is a region administered by India as 
a union territory. Provisions for the formation of the union 
territory of Jammu and Kashmir were contained within the 
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, which was 
passed by both houses of the Parliament of India in August 
2019. 
The act re-constituted the former state of Jammu and 
Kashmir into two union territories, 'Jammu and Kashmir' 
and 'Ladakh' with effect from 31 October 2019.
Union territory - 31 October 2019
Capital - Srinagar (May–October), Jammu (Nov-April)
Lieutenant Governor - Manoj Sinha
High Court - Jammu and Kashmir

Telangana Finance Minister T Harish 
Rao to presents annual Budget 

18 Mar' 21

Te l a n g a n a 
F i n a n c e 
Minister T 

Harish Rao presented 
the Annual Budget for 
the year 2021-22 to 
the state Legislature 
Assembly. The states 
Cabinet has approved 
the annual budget outlay for the next financial year at a 
meeting. The Budget outlay is likely to be around 2 lakh 
crore rupees for the new financial year with the highest 
allocations for the welfare sector. 
The budget is a financial plan for a defined period often 
one year. It may also include planned sales volumes and 
revenues, resource quantities, costs and expenses, assets, 
liabilities, and cash flows. Companies, governments, 
families, and other organizations use it to express strategic 
plans of activities or events in measurable terms.
Thaneeru Harish Rao is an Indian TRS politician who is 
the current Minister of State for Finance of Telangana since 
September 2019 and MLA from Siddipet constituency since 
2004. Between 2014 and 2018, he served as Minister for 
Irrigation, Marketing & Legislative Affairs of Telangana.
Telangana is a state in southern India. In the capital of 
Hyderabad, the Charminar is a 16th-century mosque with 
4 arches. 
Governor - Tamilisai Soundararajan
Chief Minister - K. Chandrashekar Rao

Chinki Yadav finished ahead of the experienced Rahi Sarnobat and Manu Bhaker as India swept the 
women’s 25m pistol event of the ISSF World Cup in Delhi. 
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Mission Gramodaya launched in 
Madhya Pradesh      19 Mar' 21

In Madhya Pradesh, Union Agriculture Minister 
Narendra Singh Tomar and Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan have launched the Mission Gramodaya 

in the state. Under the Gramodaya mission, besides 
providing housing facilities in rural areas, basic and 
fundamental infrastructure will also be expanded. Union 
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar while addressing the 
state-level programme of Gramodaya Mission said that 
rural development schemes, especially Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana and Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana are 
being effectively implemented in Madhya Pradesh. Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said that under Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana construction of 3 lakh houses was 
completed under the adverse circumstances of the Corona 
period. About 1 lakh 25 thousand beneficiary families of 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana were given houses during the 
programme.Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana is an initiative 
by the Government of India in which affordable housing 
will be provided to the urban poor with a target of building 
2 crore affordable houses by 31 March 2022.This scheme 
was launched on 1 June 2015 .
The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana was launched by 
the Govt of India to provide connectivity to unconnected 
habitations as part of a poverty reduction strategy. This 
Centrally Sponsored Scheme was introduced on 15 August 
2000.
Madhya Pradesh is a large state in central India. Its Hindu 
and Jain temples at Khajuraho are renowned for their 
carvings. Most prominently Kandariya Mahadeva is a 
temple with more than 800 sculptures. 
Capital - Bhopal
Chief Minister - Shivraj Singh Chouhan
Governor - Anandiben Patel

Maharashtra issues notification for 
mandatory supply of 80% oxygen for 

medical use      30 Mar' 21

Maharashtra Health Department instructed a 
mandatory supply of 80 percent oxygen for 
Medical use and 20 percent for Industry in 

the state. In view of the increasing number of corona 
patients in Maharashtra, the state health department has 
directed manufacturers in the state to supply 80 percent 
oxygen for medical use and remaining 20 per cent 
oxygen for industrial use under the Infectious Diseases 
Control Act, Disaster Management Act and Maharashtra 
Essential Services Act. The health department has issued 
a notification in this regard today to the concerned 
authorities and it will be applicable across the state till 
June 30.
Dr. Pradeep Vyas, Principal Secretary, Department 
of Health, said that, in view of the daily increase 
in the number of patients, manufacturers have been 
instructed to increase the production of oxygen for 
medical purposes, the Commissioner of Health and the 
Commissioner of Food and Drug Administration have 
been appointed as competent authorities at the state 
level and the Divisional Commissioner has been made 
the competent authority at the regional level to look into 
the issues. The notification will be effective till June 30, 
2021.
Maharashtra is a state in the western peninsular region of 
India occupying a substantial portion of the Deccan Plateau. 
Maharashtra is the second-most populous state in India as 
well as the second-most populous country subdivision in 
the world. It was formed on 1 May 1960 by splitting the 
bilingual Bombay State, which had existed since 1956, 
into majority Marathi-speaking Maharashtra and Gujarati-
speaking Gujarat. The state capital is Mumbai, the most 
populous urban area in India

Chief Justice of India SA Bobde has recommended senior most judge Justice N V Ramana as his 
successor and the 48th Chief Justice of India.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

India-Uzbekistan joint 
military exercise DUSTLIk 
II commences in Ranikhet.

Netherlands suspends use 
of  OxfordAstraZeneca 

coronavirus vaccine.

World Bank approved USD 
200 million to Bangladesh.

US Special Envoy to Afghanistan 
holds talks with Afghanistan’s 
Abdullah Abdullah in kabul 

01 Mar' 21

United States 
S p e c i a l 
E n v o y 

to Afghanistan 
Zalmay Khalilzad 
held discussions 
with Chairman of 
Afghanistan’s High 
Council for National 
Reconciliation Abdullah Abdullah in Kabul over ways to 
accelerate the peace process.
He has head to Qatar later, where negotiations with Taliban 
representatives are ongoing.
The US State Department said in a statement that the US 
diplomats would also visit other regional capitals as part 
of a mission aimed at working toward a just and durable 
political settlement and permanent and comprehensive 
ceasefire.
However, the statement did not provide dates or other 
related details.
US-brokered peace talks between the Afghan Government 
and the militant group began in September last year. 
However, the progress has slowed and violence has risen, 
while there is also uncertainty over whether international 
forces has pull out troops by May as originally planned. 
US President Joe Biden’s Administration is conducting a 
review of a February 2020 troop withdrawal deal struck 
between the Trump administration and the Taliban. 
US and European officials have said the Taliban has 
not fulfilled commitments it made in the last year deal. 
The Taliban’s Deputy Leader Sirajuddin Haqqani had 

warned the United States last week against going back on a 
commitment to withdraw.

Global Bio-India 2021: India one 
of the most innovative countries in 

world      02 Mar' 21

According to 
Switzerland's 
Ambassador 

Dr. Ralf Heckner, 
India is one of the 
most innovative 
countries in the world 
and 2021 budget 
proves that with a 
large outlay for the R&D Sector. The Ambassador expressed 
this during the Global Bio-India 2021 conclave.
Global Bio-India 2021, the largest bio-technology 
conglomerate, is a three-day event focussing on different 
aspects of biotechnology which began.
Minister of Science & Technology, Dr. Harsh Vardhan 
inaugurated the event. Minister of Finance & Corporate 
Affairs, Nirmala Sitharaman, was the special guest at the 
inaugural session.
BIRAC’s Technical Compendium 2021 was also released 
in the event. Secretary, Department of Biotechnology,
According to Dr. Renu Swarup, Global Bio India 2021 is 
an opportunity to bring together the community and see 
how we can deliver not just locally but globally.
The Secretary said that we have to start looking inwards to 
see where we lack and to improve.
The main theme for this year are "Changing Lives" and 
the tagline "Bio Science to Bio Economy". Global Bio-
India is one of the largest organizations of biotechnology 
stakeholders, which is being formed by the Department 

The International Olympic Committee and China have teamed up to offer vaccines to athletes and 
teams preparing for the upcoming Tokyo and Beijing Games.
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Suryakiran Aerobatic Team had earlier visited Sri Lanka 
in 2001 to participate in the 50th-anniversary celebrations 
of the Sri Lankan Air Force. When the Indian Air Force 
aircraft travel to Colombo to participate in the event, they 
will once again script for another important chapter in the 
traditionally strong Indian Air Force-Sri Lankan Air Force 
relationship.
Surya Kiran is an aerobatics demonstration team of the 
Indian Air Force. The Surya Kiran Aerobatic Team was 
formed in 1996.
Sarang is the helicopter air display team of the Indian Air 
Force that flies four modified HAL Dhruv helicopters, 
also known as Advanced Light Helicopter. The team was 
formed in October 2003 and their first performance was at 
the Asian Aerospace show, Singapore, in 2004.
Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria 
is the current Chief of the Air Staff of the Indian Air 
Force, and assumed office on 30 September 2019 after 
the superannuation of Air Chief Marshal Birender Singh 
Dhanoa.

India-Uzbekistan joint military 
exercise DUSTLIk II commences in 

Ranikhet      11 Mar' 21

The India - 
U z b e k i s t a n 
joint military 

exercise DUSTLIK 
II commenced in 
Foreign Training 
Node Chaubatia, 
Ranikhet in 
Uttarakhand.
This is the Second Edition of annual bilateral joint exercise 
of both armies. It has continue till the 19th march of this 
month.
The first edition of the exercise was held in Uzbekistan in 
November 2019.
45 Soldiers each from Uzbekistan and Indian Army are 
participating in the exercise.
Both contingents has shared their expertise and skills in the 
field of counter terrorist operations in mountainous or rural 
or urban scenarios under UN mandate.
The exercise has culminate into a 36 hours joint validation 
exercise scheduled from 17th to 18th March. The validation 
exercise has a test bed for the soldiers of both armies as they 
would be undergoing the challenges of actual operations in 
such scenarios.

of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology, 
Government of India and its public sector undertaking, 
Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council 
(BIRAC). It is being organized in partnership with 
Confederation of Industries (CII), Association of 
Biotechnology Led Enterprises (ABLE) and Invest India.
The first edition of Global Bio-India 2019 held in New Delhi 
was a huge success, which was attended by more than 25 
countries, 190 exhibitors, more than 2,500 delegates, more 
than 300 startups, more than 50 incubators, more than 60 
research institutes, Much success was achieved with more 
than 800 bio-partner meetings and presentations from 9 
states.
Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council 
(BIRAC): is a not-for-profit state owned enterprise under 
the Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Government 
of India to strategically empower emerging biotech 
companies.

Indian Air Force Chief will attend Air 
Show Ceremony organized by Sri 

Lanka Air Force      03 Mar' 21

Indian Air Force 
Chief Air Chief 
Marshal RKS 

Bhadauria arrived 
at Colombo. The 
aerobatic display 
teams of the Indian 
Air Force arrived in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 
at the invitation of Air Marshal Sudarshana Pathirana, 
Commander of Sri Lanka Air Force with fixed-wing 
"Suryakirans" and rotary wing 'Sarang' and light combat 
aircraft Tejas.
Teams of Surya Kiran, Sarang, and LCA Tejas will participate 
in an air show scheduled in Galle Face, Colombo from 3-5 
March 2021 as part of the 70th anniversary celebrations 
of the Sri Lankan Air Force. Air Chief Marshal Bhadoria's 
participation in the air show will further strengthen the 
relationship between the Air Force of the two countries.
There have been many years of active exchanges and 
interactions between the Indian Air Force and the Sri 
Lankan Air Force in diverse fields through training, 
strategic exchanges, and professional military education 
courses. The participation of the Indian Air Force in the 
70th-anniversary celebrations of the Sri Lankan Air Force 
is another expression of the strong professional relationship 
shared between the two Air Forces. The Indian Air Force's 

The Sri Lanka Air Force celebrated its 70th anniversary on Mar 02, 2021.
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The Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) declaring senior advocate Vikas Singh as its next 

president.

According to Defence Ministry, the joint exercise has 
definitely provide impetus to the ever growing military and 
diplomatic ties between the two nations and also reflects 
the strong resolve of both nations to counter terrorism.
Uzbekistan: is a country in Central Asia. It is surrounded 
by five landlocked countries: Kazakhstan to the north; 
Kyrgyzstan to the northeast; Tajikistan to the southeast; 
Afghanistan to the south and Turkmenistan to the south-
west. Along with Liechtenstein, it is one of two doubly 
landlocked countries.
President: Shavkat Mirziyoyev
Prime Minister: Abdulla Aripov
Capital: Tashkent
Currency: Uzbek som

Netherlands suspends use of Oxford-
AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine      

15 Mar' 21

Th e 
Netherlands 
has suspended 

the use of the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca 
coronavirus vaccine 
over concerns about 
possible side effects.
According to the 
government, the move is precautionary and has in force 
till the 29th of this month. Ireland has also made a similar 
decision over reports of blood clotting in adults in Norway. 
Denmark, Norway, Bulgaria, Iceland and Thailand have 
already halted their use of the AstraZeneca vaccine.
The European Medicines Agency is carrying out a review 
into incidents of blood clots.
AstraZeneca, on the other hand has stated that there is no 
evidence of an increased risk of clotting due to the vaccine. 
Ann Taylor, AstraZeneca's chief medical officer said that 
around 17 million people in the EU and UK have received 
the vaccine, and the number of cases of blood clots reported 
in the group is lower than the hundreds of cases that would 
be expected among the general population.
The Netherlands: informally Holland, is a country primarily 
located in Western Europe and partly in the Caribbean. It is 
the largest of four constituent countries of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands.
The International Criminal Court is an intergovernmental 
organization and international tribunal that sits in The 

Hague, Netherlands.
Monarch: Willem-Alexander
Prime Minister: Mark Rutte
Capital and largest city: Amsterdam
Currency: Euro (€)

Italy joins International Solar Alliance 
under the amended ISA Framework 

Agreement      18 Mar' 21

Italy has signed 
the International 
Solar Alliance 

under the amended 
ISA Framework 
Agreement. The 
amendments to 
the Framework 
Agreement of the 
ISA entered into force, opening its Membership to all 
Member States of the UN. The External Affairs Ministry 
said the Framework Agreement was signed by Italy's 
Ambassador, Vincenzo De Luca. The signed copies of the 
Agreement were received by Additional Secretary (ER), as 
the representative of External Affairs Ministry, which is the 
depositary of ISA Framework Agreement.
Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla met Italian 
Ambassador to India Vincenzo De Luca and welcomed 
Italy's accession to International Solar Alliance. They also 
discussed Italy's G20 presidency and Vaccine Maitri. The 
International Solar Alliance was launched jointly by the 
Indian Prime Minister and the French President during 
the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference, or 
COP21, in Paris. It aims to contribute to the implementation 
of the Paris Climate Agreement through rapid and massive 
deployment of solar energy.
The International Solar Alliance is an alliance of 121 
countries initiated by India, most of them being sunshine 
countries, which lie either completely or partly between the 
Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn.
Headquarters: Gurugram
Founded: 30 November 2015
Membership: 121 members of UN
Director General: Ajay Mathur
Founders: Narendra Modi, François Hollande
The United Nations is an intergovernmental organization 
that aims to maintain international peace and security, 
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Veteran batter Mithali Raj became the first Indian female cricketer and second internationally to 

complete 10,000 runs across all formats.

develop friendly relations among nations, achieve 
international cooperation, and be a centre for harmonizing 
the actions of nations.
Headquarters: New York, United States
Founded: 24 October 1945, San Francisco, California, 
United States
Secretary General: António Guterres

World Bank approved USD 200 
million to Bangladesh      19 Mar' 21

The World Bank has approved USD 200 million to 
help Bangladesh to provide support, and services 
to the low-income urban youths impacted by 

COVID 19 pandemic, and the migrants who had to return 
involuntarily. The Recovery and Advancement of Informal 
Sector Employment (RAISE) project of the World Bank 
are aimed to benefit about 1.75 lakh poor urban youth 
through training, apprenticeship program, counseling, 
micro, and self-employment support. It will also help about 
2 lakh migrants who were forced to return to Bangladesh 
to reintegrate in the domestic labor migration or prepare 
for re-migration. The funding will provide them cash 
grants and counseling services based on their needs and 
aspirations.
World Bank Country Director for Bangladesh, and Bhutan, 
Mercy Tembon said that migration and the urban informal 
sector played a key role in Bangladesh’s remarkable success 
in reducing poverty over the years. The project will support 
both groups of workers to overcome structural barriers to 
gain employment. In order to provide support and services 
to the identified group, the World Bank project will set up 
32 district welfare centers in Bangladesh. The USD 200 
million financings are from the World Banks’ International 
Development Association (IDA) which provides 
concessional lending over a 30-year term including a grace 
period of 5 years.

US Defense Minister Lloyd J. Austin 
praised India's role in the Indo-Pacific 

region, emphasizing strong ties 
20 Mar' 21

US Defense Minister Lloyd J. Austin, who visited 
India, praised India's leadership role in the Indo-
Pacific region and insisted on joining with like-

minded countries in the strategically important region to 
promote common goals. Austin arrived in India on a three-
day visit, the purpose of his visit to further strengthen 
bilateral defense and security ties in view of China's 

increasing aggression 
in the region, 
including the Indo-
Pacific.
The US Defense 
Minister met Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi and National 
Security Advisor Ajit 
Doval. This is the third stop of the US Defense Minister's 
first foreign visit. He has come through Japan and South 
Korea before reaching New Delhi.
Defense Minister Lloyd J. Austin's visit is seen as a strong 
commitment by the Joe Biden administration to its close 
allies and partners in the region. Giving information 
about the meeting of Austin and Ajit Doval, the US 
Defense Department stated that both sides have shown 
their commitment to promoting an independent and open 
territorial system. During the meeting, the two leaders 
discussed the strategic challenges of the Indo-Pacific region 
and emphasized broad and strong defense cooperation.
Earlier, US Defense Minister Lloyd J. Austin said that the 
depth of cooperation between the two countries reflected 
the importance of a broad defense partnership and that they 
could work together on the challenges faced in the Indo-
Pacific region.
During the meeting, PM Modi outlined his vision for 
a strategic partnership between the two countries and 
emphasized the important role of bilateral defense 
cooperation in Indo-US relations. The Prime Minister 
welcomed the strong and close ties between the two 
countries which are based on shared values   based on 
democracy and rules.

Indian Navy to take part in French 
Naval Exercise in Bay of Bengal 

27 Mar' 21

India is to participate in France-led naval drill La 
Perouse for the first time in the Bay of Bengal next 
month. Australia, Japan and the US will also participate 

in La Perouse, but India’s first-ever participation is seen as a 
significant step. The exercise is scheduled between April 5 
and 7.  After La Perouse, another important naval exercise, 
the India-French Varuna exercise, will also take place. This 
time, it will also include the United Arab Emirates.
The three-day multi-lateral maritime exercise ‘La Pérouse’, 
involving the French Navy, Indian Navy, Royal Australian 
Navy (RAN), Japan Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) 
and United States Navy (USN), will start in the Eastern 
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Indian Ocean Region. The naval exercise is being led by 
the French Navy.
The Naval would witness complex and advanced naval 
operations including surface warfare, anti-air warfare and 
air defence exercises, weapon firing exercises, cross deck 
flying operations, tactical manoeuvres and seamanship 
evolutions such as replenishment at sea.
For the first time, the Indian Navy has deployed INS 
Satpura (with an integral helicopter embarked) and INS 
Kiltan alongwith P8I Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft 
in the three-day naval exercise.
The French Navy has sent FN Ships Tonnerre, an 
amphibious assault ship and frigate Surcouf.
United States Navy is represented in the exercise by 
amphibious transport dock ship Somerset. 
Her Majesty’s Australian Ships (HMAS) Anzac, a frigate 
and tanker Sirius have been deployed by RAN for 
participation in the exercise.  Japan Maritime Self Defence 
Ship (JMSDF) has sent destroyer Akebono.

India and US agree to revamp India-
US Strategic Energy Partnership 

29 Mar' 21

Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and US 
Secretary of Energy, Jennifer Granholm have agreed 
to revamp India-US Strategic Energy Partnership 

(SEP). Mr. Pradhan today held an introductory meeting 
virtually with him and reviewed the SEP.  The two leaders 
agreed to revamp the India-US SEP to reflect the new 
priorities of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President 
Joe Biden with focus on promoting clean energy with 
low-carbon pathways and accelerating green energy 
cooperation. During the meeting, they also agreed to 
prioritise greater collaboration in cleaner energy sector and 
joint R&D through Partnership to Advance Clean Energy 
Research among other initiatives.
Besides, both sides agreed to convene the third meeting 
of a revamped India-US SEP at an early date. They 
decided to intensify the efforts to take advantage of the 
complementarities of both the countries -advanced US 
technologies and rapidly growing India’s energy market, 
for a win-win situation through a cleaner energy route with 
low carbon pathways.
The SEP was established in April 2018 whose objective 
is to encourage meaningful engagements through robust 
government-to-government cooperation and industry 
engagement.
The next Ministerial meeting will be held in 2021.

The SEP organizes inter-agency engagement on both sides 
across four primary pillars of cooperation:

 # Power and Energy Efficiency,
 # Oil and Gas,
 # Renewable Energy,
 # Sustainable Growth.

The SEP also supports USA efforts under the AsiaEDGE 
initiative, which establishes India as a strong energy partner 
in the Indo-Pacific region.

6th round of India-Australia Dialogue 
on Disarmament, Non-Proliferation & 

Export Control      31 Mar' 21 

The sixth round of India-Australia Dialogue on 
Disarmament, Non-Proliferation and Export Control 
was held virtually. The two sides exchanged views 

on contemporary issues of mutual interest in the areas 
of nuclear, chemical, biological disarmament and non-
proliferation, conventional weapons, outer space security 
and strategic export control. The dialogue facilitated 
enhanced mutual understanding and appreciation of 
national perspectives and global developments on non-
proliferation and disarmament issues that will contribute to 
the India- Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.
The sixth edition of the India-Australia Dialogue on 
Disarmament, Non-Proliferation, and Export Control took 
place virtually on March 30, 2021. During the meeting, the 
two nations discussed the contemporary issues of mutual 
interest. As per the statement by the Ministry of External 
Affairs, India and Australia exchanged views on the issues 
in the areas of chemical, nuclear, biological disarmament 
and non-proliferation, outer space security, conventional 
weapons, and strategic export control.
The dialogue between India and Australia facilitated 
enhanced mutual understanding as well as the appreciation 
of national perspectives and global development on the 
disarmament and non-proliferation issues. According to 
the MEA statement, it will further help in contributing to 
the India-Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.
In February 2021, India and Japan had also exchanged 
views on a variety of contemporary issues of mutual 
interest in the field of biological, chemical, nuclear 
disarmament and non-proliferation, outer space security, 
export control, and conventional weapons. The exchange 
of the views had taken place during the 9th round of India-
Japan Consultations on Disarmament, Non-Proliferation, 
and Export Control. The meeting between the two friendly 
countries had taken place in a virtual format.

Vijay Sampla assumed the charge of Chairman National Commission for Scheduled Castes(NCSC) 
in New Delhi.
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payments directly from the customers linked prepaid or 
savings/current account. It is affixed on the windscreen of 
the vehicle and enables the customer to drive through toll 
plazas, without stopping for any toll payments. The toll 
fare is directly deducted from the linked account of the 
customer.

GST collections up by 7 % to Rs 1.13 
lakh cr in February      02 Mar' 21

The gross GST revenue collected in the month of 
February is one lakh 13 thousand 143 crore rupees. 
According to the Finance Ministry, out of this 

amount, CGST is 21 thousand 92 crore rupees, SGST is 
27 thousand 273 crore, IGST is 55 thousand 253 crore and 
Cess is 9,525 crore rupees.
The government has settled 22 thousand 398 crore rupees 
to CGST and 17 thousand 534 crore to SGST from IGST as 
regular settlement. In addition, the Centre has also settled 
48 thousand crore rupees as IGST ad-hoc settlement in the 
ratio of 50:50 between Centre and States and UTs. The total 
revenue of Centre and the States after regular settlement 
and ad-hoc settlement in February was 67 thousand 490 
crore rupees for CGST and 68 thousand 807 crore for the 
SGST.
In line with the trend of recovery in the GST revenues over 
the past five months, the revenues for February are seven 
per cent higher than the GST revenues in the same month 
last year. During the month, revenue from import of goods 
was 15 per cent higher and the revenues from domestic 
transactions are five per cent higher than the revenues from 
these sources during the same month last year.
GST: was launched with effect from 1st July 2017 by 
Sh.Narendra Modi, Hon'ble Prime Minister of India in 
the presence of Sh.Pranab Mukherjee, the then President 
of India in a mid-night function at the Central Hall of 
Parliament of India.

Nitin Gadkari launches Real-Time 
Monitoring System of Toll Plazas      

01 Mar' 21

Union Minister 
for Road 
T r a n s p o r t 

and Highways Nitin 
Gadkari launched 
the Real-Time 
Monitoring System 
of Toll Plazas at a 
function in New 
Delhi.
Implementation of FASTag at toll plazas has improved 
electronic toll collections and facilitated ease of doing 
business.
It has also saved time and fuel. The government has made 
FASTag mandatory from the 15th February midnight and 
any vehicle not fitted with it has charged double the toll at 
electronic toll plazas across the country. 
According to Mr Gadkari, the government is also working 
on ways to reduce the number of road accidents in the 
country by half up to 2025.
Over eleven thousand kilometres of National Highways 
were constructed in the 11 months of this financial year and 
the per day road construction has reached 33 kilometres.
The Minister of State for Road Transport and Highways 
was also present on the occasion.
According to a tweet on NHAI’s official handle, “The live 
monitoring system for toll plazas has been used to measure 
queue length and waiting time on a real-time basis in a 
bid to provide an immediate response, reduce bottlenecks 
and improve the efficiency of mandatory FASTag usage. 
FASTag: is a RFID passive tag used for making toll 
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IOCL, IDCO signs MoU to 
develop Paradeep Plastic 

Park in Odisha.

India’s healthcare industry 
expected to reach 372 

billion dollar in 2022: NITI 
Aayog.

Reserve Bank announced 
panel for Universal Banks 
and Small Finance Banks.

A 2014 batch IAS officer of UP-cadre, Rahul Pandey, assumed the charge of the director of Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Department of Information and Public Relations.
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Neutrino Energy Conversion /storage. Flexible devices, 
Photonic devices and processing techniques like Additive 
Manufacturing (3D printing)  discussed.

IOCL, IDCO signs MoU to develop 
Paradeep Plastic Park in Odisha 

10 Mar' 21

In Odisha, Indian 
Oil Corporation 
Limited and 

Odisha Industrial 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation have 
jointly set up a state-
of-the-art plastic park 
in Paradeep in Odisha. 
A shareholder agreement, signed in the virtual presence of 
the Chief Minister of Odisha Naveen Patnaik and Union 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, 
seeks to develop the project as the first fully operational 
plastic park in the country.
Speaking on the occasion, Union Minister Mr Pradhan said 
that the park has facilitated the establishment of downstream 
industrial and manufacturing clusters in Odisha. 
The Minister said that sprawling over 120 acres, the park 
has a game changer in strengthening the industrial climate 
and  generating employment and self-employment besides 
establishing Odisha as a behemoth in the areas of plastic, 
polymer, fiber yarns and petrochemicals. 
According to Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, the plastic 
park at Paradeep has a very important infrastructural 
support to the downstream polymer industry in the state. 
The project, being developed at a cost of about 107 crore 
rupees, can accommodate 25 industries of various sizes,  
involving an investment of more than 500 crore rupees and 
employment to about 1600 persons.
Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL): is an Indian 
central public sector oil and gas company owned by the 
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Government of 
India headquartered in New Delhi.
Founded: 30 June 1959
Chairman: Shrikant Madhav Vaidya
Odisha: is an Indian state located in Eastern India. It is the 
8th largest state by area, and the 11th largest by population. 
Governor: Ganeshi Lal
Chief Minister: Naveen Patnaik 

GST is an indirect tax (or consumption tax) used in India 
on the supply of goods and services.
GST is divided into five different tax slabs for collection of 
tax - 0%, 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%.

Union Minister Sanjay Dhotre 
inaugurates MEMP 2021 virtually      

08 Mar' 21

Minister of 
State for 

Electronics and 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
Technology, Sanjay 
Doter inaugurated 
the International 
Conference on 
Multifunctional Electronic Materials and Processing 
(MEMP 2021) virtually on the occasion of 30th foundation 
day of Centre for Materials for Electronics Technology. 
The domestic production of electronic items has increased 
from over one lakh 90 thousand crore rupees in 2014-15 
to over five lakh 33 thousand crore rupees in 2019-20 at a 
Compounded Annual Growth Rate of 23 per cent.
India's share in global electronics manufacturing has grown 
from 1.3 per cent in 2012 to 3.6 per cent in 2019, as per 
industry estimates. 
Make in India’ and Atmanirbhar Bharat spirit has propelled 
electronics manufacturing and it is visible in over 200 
manufacturing units of mobile phones and accessories 
creating almost 6.3 lakh direct and indirect jobs. 
The production of mobile phones has gone up from about 6 
crore mobile phones in 2014-15 to nearly 33 crore mobile 
phones in 2019-20. 
Promoting electronics manufacturing in India had a key 
element of Digital India in the coming years.
MEMP- 2021
Centre for Materials for Electronics Technology (C-MET), 
Pune is organizing an International Conference on 
Multifunctional Electronic Materials & Processing 
(MEMP 2021) at Pune, India during 8-10 March 2021. 
MEMP-2021 will provide an opportunity to scientists, 
researchers, academicians and young students to interact 
with eminent scientists/technologists working in the 
field of multifunctional electronic materials for various 
applications & their processing for making devices. 
Materials required for energy storage, energy generation, 
Nanostructured materials, Quantum dots, Sensors, 

Indian boxer Lalrinsanga Tlau defeated Ghana's Eric Quarm to claim the vacant WBC youth world 
super featherweight title in an eight-round contest held in Aizawl.
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RBI asks banks to implement image-
based Cheque Truncation System in 
all branches by Sep 30      16 Mar' 21

The Reserve 
Bank of India 
has asked 

banks to implement 
the image-based 
Cheque Truncation 
System (CTS) in 
all branches by 
September 30 this 
year. The move is aimed at faster settlement of cheques 
resulting in better customer service.
Last month, the RBI had announced pan-India coverage of 
CTS by bringing all bank branches under the image-based 
clearing mechanism.
The Apex bank said that to leverage the availability of 
CTS and provide uniform customer experience irrespective 
of location of her/his bank branch, it has been decided to 
extend CTS across all bank branches in the country. To 
facilitate this, banks have to ensure that all their branches 
participate in image-based CTS under respective grids 
by September 30. Cheque Transaction System (CTS): 
or Image-based Clearing System (ICS), in India, is a 
project of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), commenced 
in 2010, for faster clearing of cheques. CTS is based on a 
cheque truncation or online image-based cheque clearing 
system where cheque images and magnetic ink character 
recognition (MICR) data are captured at the collecting 
bank branch and transmitted electronically.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI): is India's central bank 
and regulatory body under the jurisdiction of the Ministry 
of Finance, Government of India and is responsible for the 
issue and supply of the Indian rupee and the regulation of 
the Indian banking system. It also manages the country's 
main payment systems and works to promote its economic 
development.
Established: 1 April 1935
Governor: Shaktikanta Das

Reserve Bank announced panel for 
Universal Banks and Small Finance 

Banks      22 Mar' 21

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the 
creation of a Standing External Advisory Committee 
for evaluating applications for Universal Banks 

27th Hunar Haat begins in Bhopal      
12 Mar' 21

The Union 
M i n o r i t y 
A f f a i r s 

Ministry is 
organising the 27th 
“Hunar Haat” at 
Lal Parade Ground, 
Bhopal with the 
theme of “Vocal for 
Local” from 12th to 21st March.
Union Minister for Minority Affairs Mr Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi informed in Bhopal that the 27th “Hunar Haat'' was 
inaugurated formally by Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on 13th March. More than 600 
artisans, craftsmen from more than 31 States/UTs are 
participating in the “Hunar Haat” at Bhopal.
Artisans from various states have brought rare elegant and 
magnificent indigenous handmade products for sale and 
display. The visitors have also enjoyed traditional foods 
from every corner of the country. Renowned artists have 
also presented various musical programmes. ‘Hunar Haat’ 
has proved to be an “Empowerment Exchange” for master 
artisans and craftsmen. Hunar Haat is an exhibition of 
handicrafts and traditional products made by artisans from 
the minority communities.
Madhya Pradesh: is a state in central India. The largest 
city is Indore, with Jabalpur, Gwalior, Ujjain, Satna, Sagar, 
Rewa and Damoh being the other major cities. Madhya 
Pradesh is the second largest Indian state by area and 
the fifth largest state by population with over 75 million 
residents. It borders the states of Uttar Pradesh to the 
northeast, Chhattisgarh to the southeast, Maharashtra to the 
south, Gujarat to the west, and Rajasthan to the northwest.
Formation: 1 November 1956
Capital: Bhopal
Governor: Anandiben Patel (additional charge)
Chief Minister: Shivraj Singh Chouhan
Dance: Maanch
Mammal: Barasingha
Bird: Indian Paradise Flycatcher
Fish: Mahseer
Flower: white lily
Fruit: Mango
Tree: Banyan Tree

Om Prakash Chouhan of Mhow dominated the final day's proceedings to win the Glade One Masters 
2021 with a massive four-shot margin.
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Niti Aayog released. 
The report outlined a 
range of investment 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
in the country's 
healthcare sector 
across hospitals, 
pharmaceuticals and 
medical devices.

The report, titled 'Investment Opportunities in India's 
Healthcare Sector', also said India's healthcare sector has 
the potential to generate 27 lakh jobs in India between 2017 
and 2022 -- over 5 lakh new jobs per year.

The report outlined a range of investment opportunities in 
India's healthcare sector across hospitals, pharmaceuticals, 
medical devices, home healthcare solutions and in areas of 
new-age technologies.

According to the report, FDI inflows in the healthcare 
sector in India increased from USD 94 million in 2011 
to USD 1,275 million in 2016, a jump of over 13.5 
times.

The report was released by Niti Aayog Member V K Paul, 
CEO Amitabh Kant, and Additional Secretary Rakesh 
Sarwal.

According to the report, while the adoption of home 
healthcare solutions in India is currently at a relatively 
nascent stage, it has tremendous potential for growth in 
the future. It is on account of the rising elderly population 
in the country, increase in the incidence of chronic 
diseases, enhanced demand for constant personalised care 
as well as the emergence of nuclear family structures in 
urban areas.

The report also pointed out that technology advancements 
such as artificial intelligence, wearable’s and other mobile 
technologies, along with the internet of things, offer several 
avenues for investment in key segments.

and Small Finance 
Banks. The Reserve 
bank had earlier 
announced a plan to 
give banking permits 
on a continuous basis 
to the applicants. 
This is a process that 
is commonly known 
as 'on-tap' licensing.
The RBI has appointed former RBI deputy governor, Shyamala 
Gopinath as the Chairperson of the panel. Other members of 
the committee include Revathy Iyer, Director, Central Board, 
Reserve Bank of India, B. Mahapatra former Executive Director, 
Reserve Bank of India and presently Chairman, National 
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI), T.N. Manoharan, 
former Chairman, Canara Bank and Hemant G. Contractor, 
former MD, State Bank of India and former Chairman, Pension 
Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA).
The RBI  guidelines for 'on-tap' licensing of universal banks 
in the private sector dated August 1, 2016 and Guidelines 
for 'on tap' Licensing of small finance banks in the private 
sector dated December 5, 2019, had indicated that the 
applications will be initially screened by the RBI to ensure 
prima facie eligibility of the applicants. A Standing External 
Advisory Committee (SEAC) of eminent persons with 
experience in banking, financial sector and other relevant 
areas, will evaluate the applications and the constitution of 
the SEAC will be announced by the Reserve Bank. The 
tenure of this SEAC will be for three years.

India’s healthcare industry expected 
to reach 372 billion dollar in 2022: 

NITI Aayog      30 Mar' 21

Healthcare has become one of the largest sectors 
of the Indian economy and is expected to reach 
USD 372 billion in 2022, according to a report by 

Realty firm Godrej Properties Ltd has bought around 1.5 acre land parcels for Rs 166 crore in 
Mumbai to develop a residential project.
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Prime Minister - Volodymyr Groysman
Spain is a European country and a member country of the 
European Union. It is located on the Iberian Peninsula 
in the southwest of Europe. The 674 km long Pyrenees 
Mountains separate Spain from France. The language here 
is Spanish. The capital and largest city is Madrid.
Bajrang Punia is a freestyle wrestler from India. He 
competes in the 65 kg weight category. He has won three 
medals at the World Wrestling Championships.
Italy is a country located in the south of the continent 
of Europe. To the north of Italy is the Alps range, which 
borders France, Switzerland, Austria, and Slovenia. Po and 
timber are the major rivers here. Rome is located on the 
Tiber River.
Capital - Rome
Currency - Euro
President - Sergio Mattarella
Prime Minister - Mario Draghi
Official Language - Italian

Bank of India appoints 23 players      
01 Mar' 21

The Public Sector Bank of India (BoI) has appointed 
23 sportspersons from various sports in clerical and 
officer grades.

The bank had invited applications from players of various 
sports such as archery, athletics, boxing, gymnastics, 
wrestling, swimming, weightlifting and table tennis.
The bank said in a statement that the candidates were 
selected from various categories like Olympics, World 
Championship, World Cup, Asian Championship, 
Youth Olympic Championship and Police. BOI General 
Manager (HR) AK Pathak said, "We got around 3,000 
applications. Of these, 2,500 were for clerical posts and 

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Mary kom picked as 
chairperson of  AIBA's 
champions and veterans 

committee.

Manish kaushik Wins 
Gold Medal in Boxam 

International Boxing in 
Spain.

Wrestler Bajrang Punia 
Wins Gold in Matteo 

Pellicone Ranking Series 
in Rome.

Vinesh Phogat wins gold medal in 
Ukraine wrestling competition 

01 Mar' 21

Indian wrestler 
Vinesh Phogat 
won the gold 

medal in the women's 
53 kg category at 
the Wrestlers and 
Koch Memorial 
of Outstanding 
Ukraine, held in 
Kiev, Ukraine. She defeated World No. 7 Wrestler Vanessa 
Kaladzinskaya of Belarus in the final. This was Vinesh's 
first competition after the Kovid-19 lockdown. Vinesh, the 
Asian Games and Commonwealth Games gold medalist, 
reached the final after defeating Ana A of Romania in the 
semi-finals. She is the only Indian woman wrestler to have 
qualified for the Tokyo Games. Twenty-six-year-old Vinesh 
will compete in the first ranked tournament of the season 
held in Rome from March 4 to 7.
Vinesh Phogat is an Indian wrestler who comes from a 
successful family of wrestlers, with her cousins Geeta 
Phogat and Babita Kumari, being international wrestlers 
and Commonwealth Games medalists as well. She became 
the first Indian woman wrestler to win Gold in both 
Commonwealth and Asian games.
Ukraine is a country located in Eastern Europe. It is 
bordered by Russia to the east, Belarus to the north, Poland, 
Slovakia, Hungary to the west, Romania and Moldova 
to the southwest, and the Black Sea and Azov Sea to the 
south. Along with being the capital of the country, Kiev is 
also the largest city. 
Capital - Kiev
President - Petro Poroshenko

The 2nd Khelo India National Winter Games was held from February 26 to March 2, 2021 in 
Gulmarg.
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Mary kom picked as chairperson 
of AIBA's champions and veterans 

committee      03 Mar' 21

The 37-year-old 
2012 Olympic 
b r o n z e -

medallist was named 
for the position after 
voting by the AIBA's 
board of directors.

"With great pleasure 
I inform you that you 
have been selected to serve as the chairperson of the AIBA 
‘Champions and Veteran’ Committee following the mail 
vote by the board of directors of AIBA," AIBA President 
Umar Kremlev said in a letter to the decorated boxer, 
who has been a brand ambassador of the body on several 
occasions.

According to AIBA President Omar Kremlev's letter to 
Mary Kom, "I am confident with your vast knowledge and 
experience you will make a valuable contribution to the 
success of this important committee".

The committee, formed in December last year, "consists of 
most respected worldwide boxing veterans and champions 
who have achieved significant results and who are ready to 
share their experience."

Mary Kom is currently in Spain to compete in the Boxam 
International Tournament in Castellon and she expressed 
her gratitude for the honour in a tweet.

"Thank you so much @Kremlev_U @AIBA_Boxing 
President and all boxing family for giving me the new 
assignment. I will give my best and put my voice for the 
upliftments of @AIBA_Boxing @BFI_official @Media_
SAI," she said.

Mary Kom has qualified for her second and final Olympics 
-- the Tokyo Games in July-August this year.

International Boxing Associationthe Association 
- Internationale de Boxe Amateur, is a sport 
organization that sanctions amateur (Olympic-style) 
boxing matches and awards world and subordinate 
championships.

Formation - 29–30 November 1946

Headquarters - Lausanne, Switzerland

President - Umar Nazarovich Kremlev

500 for officer category. After the final selection process, 
11 candidates were selected for officer grade and 12 for 
clerical grade. "
Bank of India (BOI) - an Indian commercial bank and 
it has been government-owned since nationalisation in 
1969.
Founded - 7 September 1906
Headquarters - Mumbai,
Non-Exe Chairman - G. Padmanabhan
MD & CEO - Atanu Kumar Das

Smriti slipped to sixth position in 
batting rankings, Jhulan retained 

fifth position among bowlers 
02 Mar' 21

Indian opener 
Smriti Mandhana 
slipped two 

places to sixth in the 
list of batsmen in the 
ongoing International 
Cricket Council's 
Women's ODI Player 
Rankings while 
Jhulan Goswami 
retained the fifth position in the bowlers' list.
Another veteran player Mithali Raj is at the ninth position 
with 687 points and is the second Indian batsman in the 
top 10 in the batting rankings. There are 732 digits of 
memory.
England opener Tammy Beaumont reached the top with 
a jump of five places thanks to her brilliant performance 
during the 2–1 win in the series against New Zealand.
Tammy has beaten players such as West Indies' Stephanie 
Taylor and New Zealand's Amy Satterthwaite and has a 
16-point lead over second-placed Australia captain Meg 
Lenning.
Jhulan (691), Poonam Yadav (679), Shikha Pandey 
(675) and Deepti Sharma (639) are among the top 10 in 
the list of bowlers. All of them remain on their previous 
rankings.
Australia's Jess Jonassen continues to hold the top spot 
with 804 points. He is followed by his compatriot Megan 
Shut (735).
Deepti remains fourth in the all-rounders' list with 359 
points. Australia's Alice Parry leads the chart.

The Delhi government presented a Rs 69,000 crore budget themed on "patriotism" for financial year 
2021-22.
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Indian woman wrestler Vinesh 
Phogat won the second gold medal in 
the Matteo Pellicone Ranking series, 

topped the 53 kg category 
07 Mar' 21

Indian women 
wrestler Vinesh 
Phogat has won 

a gold medal in the 
53 kg category in 
the Matteo Pellicone 
Ranking series being 
played in Italy. With 
this, she has become 
the world's number-1 wrestler in this category. This is his 
second gold medal in the last 10 days. Earlier, he also won 
a gold medal in Ukraine. Apart from Vinesh, Sarita more 
won the silver medal in the 57 kg category.
Vinesh Phogat is an Indian wrestler who comes from a 
successful family of wrestlers, along with her cousins   
Geeta Phogat and Babita Kumari, international wrestlers 
and Commonwealth Games medalists. She became the first 
Indian woman wrestler to win gold at the Commonwealth 
and Asian Games.
Italy is a country located in the south of the continent of 
Europe. Rome is located on the Tiber River.
Capital - Rome
Currency - Euro
Official Language - Italian
Ukraine is a country located in Eastern Europe. It is 
bordered by Russia to the east, Belarus to the north, Poland, 
Slovakia, Hungary to the west, Romania and Moldova 
to the southwest, and the Black Sea and Azov Sea to the 
south. Along with being the capital of the country, Kiev is 
also the largest city.
Capital - Kiev
President - Petro Poroshenko
Prime Minister - Volodymyr Groysman

Manish kaushik Wins Gold Medal in 
Boxam International Boxing in Spain      

08 Mar' 21

Indian players have won a total of 10 medals, 
including one gold, 8 silver, and one bronze, at the 
Boxum International Boxing Competition in Spain. 

First Asian Games held in India 
04 Mar' 21

The day of 
March 4 in 
history is 

associated with the 
holding of the first 
Asian Games in 
India. In 1951, the 
first Asian Games 
were held in New 
Delhi from 4 to 11 March. A total of 489 players from 11 
Asian countries participated in these games. The Games 
were scheduled to be held in 1950, but due to not getting 
enough time for preparations, the year of the event was 
changed to 1951.
The first Asian Games featured a total of 57 events from 
eight games. The Japanese players captured most of the 
gold medals and won a total of 60 medals along with 24 
gold medals. Host country India finished second in the 
medal table by winning a total of 51 medals with 15 gold 
medals.
The sequence of other important events recorded on the date 
of March 4 in the history of the country of the country is as 
follows - 1788 - Calcutta Gazette started publication. Today 
it is known as the Gazette of Government of West Bengal.
1858 - British officer JP Walker leaves Calcutta for 
Andaman and Nicobar with about 200 prisoners. Most of 
these people were accused of the Revolt of 1857.
1879 - Establishment of Bethun College in Calcutta to 
impart higher education to girls. It was the first women's 
college outside the UK.
1933 - Franklin D. Roosevelt takes over as America's 32nd 
President.
1951 - First Asian Games held in New Delhi.
1961 - India's first aircraft carrier INS Vikrant started 
services to the army.
1975 - Charlie Chaplin, the finest actor of silent cinema, 
was awarded the title of Knight at the age of 85. Sir 
Charles, who brought a smile to his face and sometimes an 
eye-watering smile with his unique gestures and physical 
jump, was honored for his powerful performance of late.
1980 - He became the first black prime minister of 
Zimbabwe after the overwhelming victory of Zimbabwean 
nationalist leader Robert Mugabe in the election.
2009 - Testing of new version of BrahMos missile from 
Pokhran, Rajasthan.

The government has made airbag mandatory for passenger in the front seat of a vehicle.



48

NEWS BITES SPORTS

MICA  APRIL 2021
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has announced Athens as the host of its 138th Session 

in 2025.

Manish Kaushik 
won the gold, Vikas 
Krishna, Mohammad 
H u s s a m u d d i n , 
Ashish Kumar, 
Sumi Sangwan, and 
Satish Kumar won 
the silver medal. In 
the women's section, 
Pooja Rani, Jasmine, and Simranjit Kaur won silver, and 
Mary Kom won bronze. 2018 Commonwealth Games silver 
medalist Kaushik defeated Nikolai Terrettian of Denmark 
by a 3–2 margin in the final of the 63 kg category. However, 
World Championship bronze medalist Vikas Krishnan lost 
1–4 to local boxer Diyay Sisokho in the 69 kg category.
In the women's section, Asian champion Pooja Rani lost 
0–5 to World Championship bronze medalist Naomi 
Graham of the USA in the finals of the 75 kg category. 
Earlier, Mary Kom had to be content with the bronze medal 
due to her loss in the semi-finals. The thirty-fifth Boxum 
International tournament was attended by a 14-member 
Indian contingent, including eight male and nine female 
players.
Spain is a European country and a member country of the 
European Union. It is located on the Iberian Peninsula 
in the southwest of Europe. The 674 km long Pyrenees 
Mountains separate Spain from France. The language here 
is Spanish. Spain is the capital and largest city Madrid.

India's off-spinner Ravichandran 
Ashwin was elected ICC Player of 

the Month for the month of February      
09 Mar' 21

India's off-spinner 
R a v i c h a n d r a n 
Ashwin has been 

elected ICC Player 
of the Month for the 
month of February. 
For the second 
consecutive month, 
an Indian cricketer 
has won this award. Rishabh Pant was elected Player of the 
Month in January. Ashwin achieved this success by leaving 
behind England captain Joe Root and young West Indies 
batsman Kyle Myers, who were competing for the award.
Ravichandran Ashwin is an Indian international cricketer. 
An all-rounder who bats right-handed, and bowls right-
arm off break, Ashwin plays for Tamil Nadu in domestic 

cricket, and Delhi Capitals in the Indian Premier League. 
The International Cricket Council is the governing and 
regulatory body of cricket competitions around the world. 
It was founded in 1909 by the representatives of Australia, 
England, and South Africa at the Imperial Cricket 
Conference. In 1989, its current name was changed to the 
International Cricket Council. The ICC currently has 104 
member nations.
Establishment - June 15, 1909
Headquarters - Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Official Language - English
Chairman - New Zealand Greg Barclay
CEO - Manu Sahni Establishment - June 15, 1909
Headquarters - Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Official language - English
Chairman - New Zealand Greg Barclay
CEO - Manu Sahni

Wrestler Bajrang Punia Wins Gold in 
Matteo Pellicone Ranking Series in 

Rome      10 Mar' 21

Indian wrestler 
Bajrang Poonia 
has won a gold 

medal in the Matteo 
Pellicone Ranking 
Wrestling Series 
in Rome. Poonia 
defeated Mongolia 
wrestler Tulga 
Tumur Ochir in the final of the 65 kg category. Trailing by 
two points, Bajrang registered a superb victory with two 
points in the last thirty seconds. Earlier in the semi-finals, 
Bajrang was defeated by Joseph Christopher Mc Cana of 
America 6-3. This is Bajrang's second consecutive gold 
medal in this competition.
Indian wrestler Bajrang Punia has achieved the No.1 
ranking in the world. He achieved this ranking after winning 
the second consecutive gold medal in the Matteo Pellicone 
Ranking series. This was Bajrang Punia's first international 
competition since the Covid-19 outbreak. The wrestler, 
Bajrang Punia, was placed second in the rankings before 
the start of the Meteo Pelicone ranking series. His victory 
in the event helped him to top the 65 kg weight category. 
Bajrang Punia defeated Jordan Oliver from the USA in the 
final in 2020. He won a gold medal in this tournament. 
Earlier, he secured his place for the Tokyo Olympic Games 
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Caesar Sengupta, Vice President and General Manager, Payments and Next Billion Users initiative at 

Google, is leaving the company after a 15 year stint.

in the month of September 2019 after winning the bronze 
at the World Championships.
Bajrang Punia is a freestyle wrestler from India. He 
competed in the 65 kg weight class. He has won three 
medals at the World Wrestling Championships.
Italy is a country located in the south of the continent of 
Europe. To the north of Italy in the Alps range, which 
borders France, Switzerland, Austria, and Slovenia. Po and 
timber are the major rivers here. Rome is located on the 
Tiber River.
Capital - Rome
Currency - Euro
President - Sergio Mattarella
Prime Minister - Mario Draghi

Mithali Raj became the first Indian 
woman cricket player to score 10,000 

runs in International cricket 
12 Mar' 21

Mi t h a l i 
Raj has 
b e c o m e 

the first Indian 
woman player to 
score 10,000 runs 
in all formats of 
international cricket. 
Mithali achieved this 
feat in the third ODI with South Africa in Lucknow. Mithali 
has scored six thousand 974 runs in one-day matches and 
two thousand 364 runs in Twenty-20 matches. The 38-year-
old Mithali has contributed 663 runs in ten Test matches.
Mithali is the second player in the world to score 10,000 
runs in all formats of cricket. Earlier, Charlotte Edwards of 
England achieved this feat. Mithali has played 212 ODIs in 
which he has scored seven centuries and 54 half-centuries. 
Mithali Raj is the current captain of Indian women's 
cricket. She is the first woman to score a double century 
in a Test cricket match. In June 2018, Mithali Raj became 
the first Indian batsman to score 2000 runs in Twenty20 
International. Mithali Raj is the only woman cricketer 
to surpass 6,000 runs in women's one-day international 
cricket.
The International Cricket Council is the governing and 
regulatory body of cricket competitions around the world. 
It was founded in 1909 by the representatives of Australia, 
England, and South Africa at the Imperial Cricket 

Conference. In 1989, its current name was changed to the 
International Cricket Council. The ICC currently has 104 
member nations.
Establishment - June 15, 1909
Headquarters - Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Official Language - English
Chairman - New Zealand Greg Barclay
CEO - Manu Sahni

Indian captain Virat kohli became the 
first batsman to score 3,000 runs in 

T-Twenty International matches 
15 Mar' 21

Indian captain 
Virat Kohli has 
become the first 

batsman to score 
three thousand runs 
in Twenty-Twenty 
International cricket. 
Kohli achieved the 
feat in the second 
Twenty-Twenty match at the Narendra Modi Stadium in 
Ahmedabad with Marat England. Prior to this match, Kohli 
needed 72 runs to complete three thousand runs.
Kohli Nenabad scored 73 runs. Kohli now has three 
thousand and one runs in 87 Twenty-Twenty matches. 
Martin of New Zealand is in second place with 998 runs 
in 99 matches while Rohit Sharma of India is in third place 
in two hundred seven hundred 73 runs in one hundred and 
eight matches.
Virat Kohli is an Indian cricketer and the current captain 
of India's national team. Kohli, a right-handed batsman, is 
considered one of the best batsmen in the world. He has also 
been the captain of the winning team of the 2008 World Cup 
cricket. Virat represents Delhi in India's domestic first-class 
cricket, while captaining Royal Challengers Bangalore in 
the Indian Premier League and has been the captain of the 
Indian team since 2013.
Royal Challengers Bangalore is a team from the Indian 
Premier League based in Bangalore. The captain of this 
team is Virat Kohli.
The Indian Premier League is a professional Twenty20 
cricket league in India usually contested between March 
and May of every year by eight teams representing eight 
different cities or states in India. The league was founded 
by the Board of Control for Cricket in India in 2007. 
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Founded - 2008
Number of Teams - 8
Founders - Lalit Modi

Bhavani Devi became the first Indian 
fencer to qualify for the Tokyo 
Olympic Games      16 Mar' 21

Bhavani Devi 
of Tamil 
Nadu has 

become the first 
Indian fencer to 
qualify for this year's 
Tokyo Olympic 
Games. Bhavani 
has qualified in 
the fencing Saber event. Bhavani achieved Olympic 
qualification based on Adjusted Official Ranking (AOR). 
Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju has congratulated Bhavani 
Devi on qualifying for the Olympics.
Bhavani Devi is an Indian sabre. She is supported by 
GoSports Foundation through the Rahul Dravid Athlete 
Mentorship Programme. She is the first Indian fencer to 
ever qualify for the Olympics after qualifying for the 2021 
Tokyo Games.
The International Olympic Committee, the International 
Paralympic Committee, the Tokyo 2020 Organizing 
Committee, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, and the 
Government of Japan agreed on new dates for the XXXII 
Olympiad in 2021. The Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 will 
be hosted from 23 July to 8 August 2021. Apart from this, 
dates for Paralympic Games have also been fixed, which is 
from 24 August to 5 September 2021.

Achanta Sharat kamal and Manika 
Batra pair in mixed doubles final 

of Asian Olympic qualification 
tournament      20 Mar' 21

The duo of 
A c h a n t a 
S h a r a t 

Kamal and Manika 
Batra advanced to 
the mixed doubles 
final of the Asian 
Olympic qualification 
tournament in table 
tennis. They beat Singapore's Koen Pang Yew An and Lin Ye 

4-2 in a match in Doha. The 19th seeded Indian pair will take 
on the Korean eighth seed Song Suli and Jihee Jeon of the 
world in the final. It is now just one win away from qualifying 
for the 2021 Tokyo Olympics.
Achanta Sharat Kamal is a professional table tennis 
player from Tamil Nadu, India. He is the first Indian table 
tennis player ever to become nine times Senior National 
Champion. He broke the record of eight times winner 
National Champion Kamlesh Mehta. Recently he received 
the fourth highest civilian award, Padma Shri.
Manika Batra is an Indian table tennis player. As of 
November 2020, she is the top-ranked female table tennis 
player in India and ranked 63rd in the world. She received 
the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award in 2020.
The Asian Games are also known as Asiad. It is a multi-
sport event held after every four years in which only 
players from different countries of Asia participate. These 
games are regulated by the Asian Olympic Council under 
the supervision of the International Olympic Council. In 
each competition, gold is awarded for first place, silver for 
second, and bronze for third.
Qatar is a peninsular Arab country whose terrain comprises 
the arid desert, and a long Persian Gulf shoreline of beaches 
and dunes. Also on the coast is the capital, Doha, known for 
its ultramodern architecture.
Capital - Doha
Currency - Qatari Riyal

Divyansh Singh Pawar of India won 
the bronze medal in the men's ten-
meter air rifle Competition at ISSF 

World Cup      21 Mar' 21

Di v y a n s h 
Singh Pawar 
won the 

bronze medal in the 
10m air rifle event at 
the ISSF World Cup. 
India's Divyansh 
Singh Pawar has won 
a bronze medal in the 
men's ten-meter air-rifle category in the World Shooting 
Competition of the International Shooting Confederation 
in Delhi. India won a gold medal in the men's air rifle 
category in this competition. The USA stood second and 
South Korea third in this category.
The International Shooting Sport Federation - ISSF is the 
governing body of the Olympic Shooting events in rifle, 

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar inaugurated ‘nature safari’ at Rajgir and dedicated it to the public 
who can enjoy plenty of activities including ‘Glass Sky Walk’ in a natural environment.



51

SPORTS

APRIL 2021  MICA

pistol, and shotgun disciplines and of several non-Olympic 
Shooting sport events. ISSF's activities include regulation 
of the sport, Olympic qualifications, and organization of 
international competitions such as the ISSF World Cup 
Series, the ISSF World Cup Finals. 
Headquarters - Munich, Germany
President - Vladimir Lisin
Foundation - 1907
The ISSF World Cup was introduced by the International 
Shooting Sport Federation in 1986.

In the All England Badminton 
Championship, Li Zi Jia won the 

men's singles and Nozomi Okuhara 
won the women's singles title 

22 Mar' 21

In the All England 
B a d m i n t o n 
Championship, 

Malaysia's Li Zi Jia 
won the men's singles 
and Japan's Nozomi 
Okuhara won the 
women's singles title. 
Jia defeated Viktor 
Axelsen of Denmark 
30–29, 20–22, 21–9 in the final match which lasted about an 
hour and a half. Malaysia has won this title after four years. 
Lee Chong Wei of Malaysia last won the All England Open 
in 2017. In the women's final, Nozomi Okuhara defeated the 
sixth-seeded Thailand's Pornpavi Chochuwong 21-12 21-
16. Nozomi Okuhara is a Japanese badminton player and 
the former World's No. 1 in BWF rankings for the women's 
singles, well known for her speed, agility, and endurance. 
She won a bronze at the 2016 Summer Olympics and a gold 
medal at the 2017 World Championships.
Lee Zii Jia is a Malaysian badminton player. He was the 
men's singles gold medalist at the 2019 Southeast Asian 
Games and won the 2021 All England Open Badminton 
Championship.
Malaysia is a Southeast Asian country. It's known for its 
beaches, rainforests, and mix of Malay, Chinese, Indian, 
and European cultural influences.
Capital - Kuala Lumpur
Currency - Malaysian Ringgit

Japan is an island country in East Asia, located in the 
northwest Pacific Ocean. 
Capital - Tokyo
Currency - Japanese yen
Prime minister - Yoshihide Suga

India move to 7th position in ICC 
Men's Cricket World Cup Super 
League standings      30 Mar' 21

India moved 
up to seventh 
position on the 

International Cricket 
Council's (ICC) 
Men's Cricket World 
Cup Super League 
standings after their 
seven-run win over 
England in the third ODI. The victory helped India seal 
a 2-1 win over England in the series. Despite the loss, 
England remain the top-ranked team in the standings with 
40 points. While England are on 40 points, India are on 
29.
The Super League started on July 30, 2020 with 
England's three-match series against Ireland. It 
includes the 12 full members of the ICC along with the 
Netherlands, who won the 2015-17 ICC World Cricket 
League Championship to qualify for the competition. 
Teams that finish within the top eight will gain 
automatic qualification for the 2023 World Cup which 
is scheduled to be held in India.
The International Cricket Council (ICC) is the world 
governing body of cricket. It was founded as the Imperial 
Cricket Conference in 1909 by representatives from 
Australia, England and South Africa. It was renamed as 
the International Cricket Conference in 1965, and took up 
its current name in 1989. It organises world championship 
events such as World Test Championship, Cricket World 
Cup, Women's Cricket World Cup, ICC T20 World Cup, 
ICC Women's T20 World Cup, ICC Champions Trophy and 
Under-19 Cricket World Cup.
The ICC has 104 member nations currently: 12 Full 
Members that play Test matches, and 92 Associate 
Members. It also appoints the umpires and referees 
that officiate at all sanctioned Test matches, One Day 
International and Twenty20 Internationals.

Army chief General M M Naravane dedicated a memorial to Captain Manoj Pandey at his native 
village in Sitapur district of Uttar Pradesh. 
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Governments under the Ministry of Culture’s Scheme for 
Promotion of Culture of Science. He informed that this 
Science Centre has been developed at a cost of Rs 6.00 
crore funded jointly by Ministry of Culture, Govt. of 
India and Dept. of Science, Technology & Environment, 
Government of Tripura, and with this; NCSM has now set-
up science centers in all the northeastern states. He also 
informed that NCSM will open 4 more new science centers 
in different parts of India during 2021.

DoT launches online certification 
course on 5G Technology 

09 Mar' 21

Department of 
Telecommunications 
created an in-

house panel of 5G experts 
by inaugurating a 12-week 
online certificate course 
to prepare and ensure its 
authorities on the fifth-
generation technology.
The 36-hour certificate course on 5G has been made available 
to Officers of the Department of Telecommunications with 
the first batch starting from 9th March 2021 which later on, 
would be offered to other stakeholders also, the Ministry of 
Communications said in a statement.
Telecom Secretary Anshu Prakash inaugurated the online 
5G certification course. He said that this course would act 
as a capsule program for learning overall 5G technology 
from the perspective of Policymaking. Secretary 
(Telecom) highlighted the importance of exploiting 
the potential of 5G to the full and making possibilities 
like Machine-to-Machine Communications, Internet of 
Things a reality. He also stressed having a team of Master 
Trainers, 5G Security experts, etc. within DoT who will 

Udaipur Science Centre inaugurated 
at Udaipur, Tripura      05 Mar' 21

The Udaipur 
S c i e n c e 
Centre, at 

Udaipur, Tripura 
was dedicated to 
the people by the 
Governor of Tripura, 
Ramesh Bais on 
28th February 2021. 
Minister of State for 
Culture and Tourism, Govt. of India Prahlad Singh Patel, 
was the Chief Guest on the occasion. The Deputy Chief 
Minister of Tripura Jishnu Dev Varma, and the Minister 
for Agriculture, Transport, and Tourism of Tripura Pranajit 
Singha Roy, were the Guests of Honour.
The Governor apprised the audience on the importance of 
National Science Day, which is celebrated every year on the 
28th of February. He also highlighted that Science Centres 
play a vital role in developing a scientific temper in society 
and inculcating a culture of Innovation among the masses, 
particularly among students. He also appreciated the role of 
the National Council of Science Museums and the Ministry 
of Culture for the spread of scientific awareness.
Prahlad Singh Patel stressed the importance that NCSM is 
playing in spreading a culture of science and expressed that 
this new science center would enable the students to learn 
many unknown facts about science. He also mentioned 
India’s contribution in the field of science and technology 
and desired that the people of this country, especially 
the children must be informed about our rich Science & 
Technology heritage.
A D Choudhury, DG, NCSM informed that Udaipur 
Science Centre is the 22nd Science Centre which has 
been developed by NCSM and handed over to the State 

Burning Topics of the Month
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ISRO launches sounding 
rocket to study attitudinal 

variations.

ISRO Demonstrated India’s 
First FreeSpace Quantum 

Communication.

Govt extends exemption of  
permit required for vehicles 

transporting oxygen 
cylinders.

The Parliament has passed the National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) Second 
(Amendment) Bill, 2021.
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united under the Samsung brand. Samsung was founded by 
Lee Byung-Chul in 1938 as a trading company.
Founder: Lee Byung-Chul
Founded: 1 March 1938
Headquarters: Seoul, South Korea

ISRO launches sounding rocket to 
study attitudinal variations 

13 Mar' 21

The Indian 
S p a c e 
R e s e a r c h 

Organisation has 
launched a sounding 
rocket to study 
attitudinal variations 
in the neutral winds, 
and plasma dynamics 
from the Sriharikota spaceport. ISRO has developed a 
series of sounding rockets called Rohini series, important 
among them being RH-200, RH-300, and RH-560, number 
in the name indicating the diameter of the rocket in mm, 
according to the Bengaluru headquartered space agency.
Sounding rockets are one or two-stage solid propellant 
rockets used for probing the upper atmospheric regions 
and for space research. They also serve as easily affordable 
platforms to test or prove prototypes of new components or 
subsystems intended for use in launch vehicles, and satellites. 
The Indian Space Research Organisation is the national 
space agency of the Republic of India, headquartered in 
Bengaluru. It operates under the Department of Space 
which is directly overseen by the prime minister of India 
while the chairman of ISRO acts as the executive of DOS 
as well.
Establishment - 15 August 1969 
Headquarters - Bengaluru
Founder - Vikram Sarabhai
Chairman - K. Sivan

Defence Ministry seals deal with BDL 
to acquire 4,690 anti-tank guided 

missiles      19 Mar' 21 

The Defence Ministry signed a deal with state-run 
Bharat Dynamics Ltd to acquire 4,960 anti-tank 
guided missiles at a cost of `1,188 crores for the 

Indian Army. The missiles, having a range of 1,850 meters, 

formulate a roadmap for education and awareness in 5G 
technology in India.
The online 5G certification course for DoT officials is being 
conducted by the National Telecommunications Institute 
for Policy Research, Innovation & Training (NTIPRIT), 
which is the training department of DoT. Bharat Kumar Jog, 
Member (Services), Digital Communications Commission 
stressed on design, development, and conduction of similar 
capacity building programs on 5G use cases for Other 
Central and State Government officials. 
Minister of Communications: Ravi Shankar Prasad.

Samsung set up Innovation Lab at 
Delhi Technological University 

12 Mar' 21

Samsung India 
has announced 
that it has 

inaugurated a 
Samsung Innovation 
Lab at Delhi 
T e c h n o l o g i c a l 
University to focus 
on collaborative 
research and training. It has set up the innovation lab under 
the Samsung Innovation Campus initiative as part of its new 
#PoweringDigitalIndia vision. With this addition, Samsung 
now has eight technical labs spread across the country as 
part of its Samsung Innovation Campus initiative, which 
was earlier called Samsung Digital Academy. As part of the 
lab, engineers at Samsung R & D Institute, Noida will work 
with students and faculty at DTU on collaborative research 
projects on smartphone domains.
The students and faculty at DTU will work on domains 
such as Application Framework, Multimedia, Health, and 
Security, at the lab. Projects will focus on technology areas 
such as Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, and 
Computer Vision. So far, over 200 students have worked 
with SRI-N engineers on research projects and have 
received training.
Collaborative research projects will be open to B.Tech, 
M.Tech, and Ph.D. students at DTU, who will receive 
certificates for their contribution at the end of each project. 
Samsung Innovation Campus is the company’s global 
citizenship program that aims to bridge proficiency gaps by 
skilling students on cutting-edge technology.
The Samsung Group is a South Korean multinational 
conglomerate headquartered in Samsung Town, Seoul. It 
comprises numerous affiliated businesses, most of them 

The Prime Minister, Narendra Modi released a Manuscript with commentaries by 21 scholars on 
shlokas of Srimad Bhagavadgita.



54

NEWS BITES SCIENCE

MICA  APRIL 2021

can be fired from 
the ground as well 
as vehicle-based 
launchers, and their 
induction is planned 
to be completed 
in three years, the 
ministry said.
In the last few 
months, the ministry finalized a range of procurement 
projects for the three forces to enhance their overall combat 
capabilities.
“The acquisition wing of the Ministry of Defence signed a 
contract with the defense public sector undertaking Bharat 
Dynamics Limited for the supply of 4,960 MILAN-2T anti-
tank guided missiles to the Indian Army at a cost of `1,188 
crores”.
The missiles are being produced by BDL under license 
from French defense major MBDA Missile Systems. 
“These missiles can be fired from ground as well as vehicle-
based launchers and can be deployed in the anti-tank role 
for both offensive and defensive tasks,” the ministry said. 
“Induction of these missiles will further enhance the 
operational preparedness of the armed forces. Induction is 
planned to be completed in three years”.
Bharat Dynamics Limited was founded in 1970, Hyderabad.
Chairman & Managing Director: Siddharth Mishra
Defence Minister: Raj Nath Singh

ISRO Demonstrated India’s First Free-
Space Quantum Communication      

24 Mar' 21

In a first-of-its-
kind initiative, 
the Indian 

Space Research 
O r g a n i s a t i o n 
(ISRO) successfully 
demonstrated free-
space Quantum 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
over a distance of 300 meters, with several technologies 
developed within the country. The demonstration included 
live video conferencing using quantum-key-encrypted 
signals, at Space Applications Centre (SAC), Ahmedabad, 
between two line-of-sight buildings within the campus.
The experiment was done at night to ensure that there 
is no interference from the direct sunlight. This is 

a major milestone achievement for unconditionally 
secured satellite data-communication using quantum 
technologies.
The Indian Space Research Organisation is the national 
space agency of the Republic of India, headquartered in 
Bengaluru. It operates under the Department of Space 
which is directly overseen by the prime minister of India 
while the chairman of ISRO acts as the executive of DOS 
as well.
Establishment - 15 August 1969 
Headquarters - Bengaluru
Founder - Vikram Sarabhai
Chairman - K. Sivan

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and 
his South korean counterpart hold 

bilateral talks to strengthen defence 
partnership      26 Mar' 21

De f e n c e 
M i n i s t e r 
R a j n a t h 

Singh and his South 
Korean counterpart 
Suh Wook held 
bilateral talks on 
defence cooperation 
in New Delhi. 
The leaders acknowledged that the bilateral defence 
cooperation has broadened significantly in scale and scope 
across Tri-Service as well as agencies dealing with defence 
technology and industry. Both the countries have also 
found common ground on several multilateral fora and 
engagements.  They reaffirmed their support to multilateral 
initiatives to promote lasting peace and stability in the 
region and beyond.

South Korea, an East Asian nation on the southern half 
of the Korean Peninsula, shares one of the world’s most 
heavily militarized borders with North Korea. It’s equally 
known for its green, hilly countryside dotted with cherry 
trees and centuries-old Buddhist temples, plus its coastal 
fishing villages, sub-tropical islands, and high-tech cities 
such as Seoul. 

Capital - Seoul

Currency - South Korean won

Defence Minister of South Korean - Suh Wook

Defence Minister of India - Rajnath Singh

US President Joe Biden has signed the 1.9 trillion dollar coronavirus rescue package into law.
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Government 
h a s 
extended the 

exemption of 
permit required for 
vehicles transporting 
oxygen cylinders. 
The exemption 
has been extended 
till September this year. In a tweet, Road Transport and 
Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari said the decision will 
facilitate the carriage and movement of oxygen between 
the states and will strengthen fight against COVID-19 
pandemic.
The government has extended the exemption from permit 
requirement for transport vehicles carrying oxygen till 
September 30, 2021 in view of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Last year, the government had announced waiving permit 
requirement till March 31, 2021. The step has been taken 
to ensure smooth movement of vehicles for the supply of 
oxygen across the country. 
The extension of exemption to the requirement of permit 
under Motor Vehicles Act 1988 to 30th September 2021 
for vehicles transporting oxygen cylinders. This will 
facilitate the carriage and movement of oxygen between 
the states and will strengthen our fight against COVID-19 
pandemic. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways has also come out with a draft notification 
for concession in motor vehicle tax in case the vehicle 
is registered against submission of "certificate of vehicle 
scrapping".
It said the concession in motor vehicle tax will be "up to 
20% in case of non-transport vehicles" and "up to 15% 
in case of transport vehicles". It has sought stakeholders 
suggestions on the notification within 30 days. The 
government earlier this month unveiled the finer details of 
the vehicle scrapping policy that provides that about 5% 
rebate on new cars would be offered to buyers on scrapping 
of old vehicles.

Bharti Airtel has acquired 355.45 MHz spectrum across Sub GHz, mid band and 2300 MHz 
bands for a total consideration of Rs 18,699 crore in the latest spectrum auction conducted by the 

government.

Prasar Bharati Chief Executive Officer 
D.D. Expressed delight when the 
number of subscribers to the free 
dish exceeds 4 crores      27 Mar' 21

Prasar Bharati Chief Executive Officer, Shashi 
Shekhar Vempati, director-to-home DTH platform 
of Public Service Broadcaster - D.D. Expresses 

happiness when the number of subscribers to the free dish 
exceeds 4 crores. FICCI-EY for 2021 according to the 
Media Entertainment Annual Report, D.D. Free Dish has 
reached more than 40 million households in the country.
Direct to Home is a satellite direct to TV broadcasting service 
facility. In this broadcast, the consumer has to install the dish 
in his house. The cable TV operator's role in the broadcast 
ceases and the broadcaster serves the consumers directly. 
DTH networks consist of broadcast stations, satellites, 
encoders, multiplexers, modulators, and users. A DTH 
service provider has to lease or rent a Ku band transponder 
from a satellite. Its bay encoder converts audio, video and 
data signals into digital format. The multiplexer mixes these 
signals and then de-codes the sat-top box or dish antenna 
mounted on the user's home to broadcast the programs to the 
TV. Prasar Bharati - Prasar Bharati is India's largest public 
broadcasting agency, headquarters in New Delhi, India. It is 
a statutory autonomous body set up by an Act of Parliament 
and comprises the Doordarshan Television Network and All 
India Radio, which were earlier media units of the Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting. 
CEO - Shashi Shekhar Vempati 
Established - 23 November 1997
Headquarters - New Delhi

Govt extends exemption of permit 
required for vehicles transporting 

oxygen cylinders      30 Mar' 21
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Ladakh Team wins medals in 21st 
National Sqay Ch’ship      04 Mar' 21

Ladakh Sqay 
Team won 
eight medals 

in the recently 
concluded 21st 
National Sqay 
C h a m p i o n s h i p 
held at Jaipur in 
Rajasthan. It was also 
presented an Outstanding Performance Award by the Sqay 
Federation of India.
For the first time after Ladakh became Union Territory, 
a team of Sqay was flagged off by Kargil Deputy 
Commissioner Santosh Sukhadeve on 23rd of February by 
the Ladakh Sqay Association.
Amongst the medals won by the team included two silver 
medals by Ummul Baneen and Muzaffer Ali Khan in 
Junior Category and two bronze medals by Nissar Ali and 
Mohd Hassan in Senior Category, three bronze medals by 
Renchen Dolkar, Iftiqar Hussain and Asiya Banoo in Junior 
Category and one bronze by Archo Bilques Fatima in Sub-
Junior Category.
President of Ladakh Sqay Association Zulfiqar Ali Khan 
and Vice President Mudassir Wazir congratulated the team 
and appreciated and thanked the support shown by Deputy 
Commissioner Kargil for sparing two of his employees as 
Coach and Manager of the team.
Ladakh is a region administered by India as a union 
territory. It extends from the Siachen Glacier in the 
Karakoram Range to the north to the main Great Himalayas 
to the south. The eastern end, consisting of the uninhabited 
Aksai Chin plains is part of Ladakh. Until 2019, Ladakh 
was a region of the Indian-administered state of Jammu and 

Chhattisgarh presents budget for 
next fiscal Year      01 Mar' 21

In Chhattisgarh, Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel 
presented the budget for the next fiscal.
The budget with a size of Rs. 97, 106 crore is embodied 

in the core mantra of making a new Chhattisgarh.
In his budget speech, the chief minister announced to raise 
a special police force named “Bastar Tigers’ in all the seven 
districts of the tribal Bastar division. 
The budget proposed to construct 104 roads and 116 
bridges in the Maoist affected rural areas. 
Besides, the state also plans to set up C-Mart stores in 
various cities of Chhattisgarh and other states to promote 
the state’s arts, crafts, agriculture produce and ethnic 
foods. 
Besides, seven new colleges and three new girls’ colleges 
will be opened in the state.
The budget has made an allocation of 38 per cent for the 
social sector followed by 34 per cent for the development 
of scheduled tribe areas.
Chhattisgarh is a state located in the region of Central 
India. Formerly part of Madhya Pradesh, it was granted 
statehood on November 1, 2000. It is the 9th-largest state 
in India, with an area of 135,192 km2. As of 2020, it has a 
population of roughly 29.4 million, making it the 17th most 
populated state in the country.
The state was formed by the partition of ten Chhattisgarhi 
and six Gondi-speaking districts in the southeast of Madhya 
Pradesh. Its capital city is Raipur. It borders the states of 
Jharkhand to the northeast, Uttar Pradesh to the north, 
Madhya Pradesh to the northwest, Odisha to the southeast, 
Telangana to the south, and Maharashtra to the southwest. 
Currently, it comprises 28 districts.
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service, and ensure that Scottish voices shape everything 
the government does. The statement added that the foreign 
office plans to create 500 new jobs at an existing office in 
East Kilbride, while in total 1,000 more jobs will be located 
in Scotland over the next four years.
Ties between Scotland and the rest of Britain have been 
badly strained by a much-criticised COVID-19 pandemic 
response and Brexit, which a majority in Scotland opposed. 
Scottish nationalists are pushing for an independence 
referendum to be held after Scottish parliament election 
in May, but British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has said 
such votes should happen only once in a generation. In a 
referendum in 2014, Scots had voted 55%-45% to remain 
in the United Kingdom.
Glasgow with an estimated city population of 633,120 in 
2019, is the most populous city in Scotland and the fourth-
most populous city in the United Kingdom, as well as being 
the 27th largest city by population in Europe. Historically 
part of Lanarkshire, the city now forms the Glasgow City 
council area, one of the 32 council areas of Scotland; 
the local authority is Glasgow City Council. Glasgow is 
situated on the River Clyde in the country's West Central 
Lowlands. It is the fifth-most visited city in the United 
Kingdom.

Government to set up Winter Sports 
Institute in Gulmarg      20 Mar' 21

The government informed the Rajya Sabha that 
it would soon set up a world class winter sports 
academy in Gulmarg and 100 small sports centres 

under the ”Khelo India” mission across Jammu and 
Kashmir. Replying to supplementaries during question hour, 
Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports (Independent 
Charge) Kiren Rijiju said the government will also hold the 
national camp for winter games in Gulmarg this year and 
his ministry will fund it.
The government has decided to institute a world class 
winter sports academy in Gulmarg and its approval has 
also been given. By next year, after consultancy, you would 
soon see a renowned world-class winter sports institute in 
Gulmarg. The minister also said the government is taking a 
number of initiatives to promote sports, including football 
which has an amazing potential in the Union Territory.
The government is going to start some more programmes 
in Kashmir, including in summer and water sports. Two 
”Khelo India” centres of excellence would also be set up in 
Srinagar and Jammu, with different disciplines.
Besides, the government has sanctioned setting up of 40 
small centres under ”Khelo India”. The minister said 60 

Kashmir. In August 2019, the Parliament of India passed 
an act by which Ladakh became a union territory on 31 
October 2019.

Israel officially receives first ever UAE 
ambassador      06 Mar' 21

Israel's president formally received the first-ever 
ambassador from the United Arab Emirates, following 
last year's historic agreement between the countries to 

normalise ties. UAE envoy Mohamed Al Khaja delivered 
his credentials to Israeli President Reuven Rivlin at a 
ceremony in Jerusalem yesterday. The UAE was the first 
country to agree to establish full diplomatic relations 
with the Jewish state under the Abraham Accords, a pact 
brokered by former US president Donald Trump.
Earlier yesterday, Khaja met Israeli Foreign Minister 
Gabi Ashkenazi in Jerusalem, who wished him success 
in his historic mission. Noting the historic nature of his 
appointment, Khaja said he is very proud and honoured to 
be the first Emirati ambassador to the State of Israel. The 
UAE ambassador said his mission is to foster and develop 
this relationship. He expressed hope that this will bring 
peace and prosperity to the people of the Middle East. 
Israel opened its UAE embassy in January, with veteran 
diplomat Eitan Naeh heading the Abu Dhabi mission. Israel 
and the UAE have already signed treaties on direct flights 
and visa-free travel, along with accords on investment 
protection, science and technology. 
Israel is regarded by Jews, Christians and Muslims as the 
biblical Holy Land. Its most sacred sites are in Jerusalem. 
Within its Old City, the Temple Mount complex includes 
the Dome of the Rock shrine, the historic Western Wall, 
Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
President: Reuven Rivlin
Capital: Jerusalem
Currency: Israeli Shekel
Prime minister: Benjamin Netanyahu

Britain’s to set up a “second flagship 
Head Quarter” in Glasgow      15 Mar' 21

Britain’s cabinet office will set up a “second flagship 
Head Quarter” in Glasgow as the government plans 
to move some of its operations to Scotland. The 

decision comes in wake of growing support for Scottish 
independence in recent times.
In a statement, Cabinet Office minister Michael Gove said 
that the move will strengthen the diversity of the UK civil 

India hosted a Meeting of BRICS Finance and Central Bank Deputies virtually.
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more such centres would be opened soon. The opening of 
a total of 100 small ”Khelo India” centres in Jammu and 
Kashmir have been declared. This is a record.

Eastern and Western Dedicated 
Freight Corridors to be operational in 

2022      22 Mar' 21

Eastern and Western Dedicated Freight Corridors will 
become operational in 2022 informed Railways's 
Minister Piyush Goyal in Lok Sabha.

Participating in discussion on demands for grants of the 
Ministry of Railways for 2021-22, Mr. Goyal said, two lakh 
15 thousand crore rupees have been allocated for Railways 
in 2021-22 Budget.
He reiterated that the Railways is the property of the 
country and it will not be privatized.
Highlighting the works done by the Ministry to provide 
convenient travel to passengers, he said, Railways is 
planning to start 44 Vande Bharat trains across the country. 
The Minister said that Railways is focusing on the safety 
of the passengers and asserted that no passenger was killed 
due to rail accidents in the last two years.
The Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India 
Limited is a Public Sector Undertaking corporation run 
by the Government of India's Ministry of Railways to 
undertake planning, development, and mobilisation of 
financial resources and construction, maintenance and 
operation of the "Dedicated Freight Corridors". The 
DFCCIL was registered as a company under the Companies 
Act 1956 in 2006.
First 2 DFCs , Western Dedicated Freight Corridor, from 
Uttar Pradesh to Mumbai and Eastern Dedicated Freight 
Corridor, Ludhiana in Punjab to Dankuni in West Bengal, 
which will decongest railway network by moving 70% of 
India's goods train to these two corridors, are both on track 
for completion by June 2022.

Govt gets Rs 747 cr from GAIL share 
buy back      25 Mar' 21

Secretary, Department of Investment and Public 
Asset Management (DIPAM) Tuhin Kanta Pandey 
has said that GAIL buyback of shares have been 

fully subscribed. In a tweet, Mr Pandey said, Government 
received 747 crore rupees out of total buyback size of one 
thousand 46 crore rupees. The DIPAM Secretary said, the 
Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) continues to be 
a Government company with 51.45 per cent shareholding.

 State-owned natural gas company GAIL India and Ranchi 
Municipal Corporation has signed concession agreement 
for setting up compressed biogas plant in Ranchi. As per 
the agreement, GAIL said it would setup compressed 
biogas plant for processing 150 tonnes per day of organic 
municipal solid waste (MSW). The CBG plant will 
produce 5 tonnes of compressed biogas (CBG) per day 
and approximately 25 tonnes of fermented bio manure per 
day, it added. CBG plant would be beneficial for people of 
Ranchi by producing clean & green fuel and will be a step 
towards Aatmanirbhar Bharat, GAIL said in its BSE filing. 
This news came in after market hours on March 18. The 
stock closed 2.31 percent lower at Rs 135.15 on March 18. 
It hit a 52-week high of Rs 157.95 on March 8, 2021, and a 
low of Rs 65.70 on March 19, 2020. The market-cap of the 
company stands at Rs 60,954.57 crore. 

French Naval Ships arrives at Cochin 
Port Trust on a goodwill visit 

30 Mar' 21

Two French 
Naval Ships 
arrived at 

Cochin Port Trust on 
a goodwill visit to 
Kochi. The ships - 
Tonnerre (Amphibious 
Assault Ship) and 
Surcouf (Frigate Class 
Ship) - were received by Senior Naval Authorities amidst 
fanfare by the naval band. French delegation comprising 
Emmanuel Lenain, Ambassador in India at New Delhi was 
also present as part of the visit. Interactions between India and 
France have evolved into a strong partnership especially in the 
domain of maritime security. The regular conduct of bilateral 
exercises, goodwill visits by ships and high level delegation 
visits are indicative of growth in mutual cooperation.
France is a country primarily located in Western Europe, 
consisting of metropolitan France and several overseas 
regions and territories. The metropolitan area of France 
extends from the Rhine to the Atlantic Ocean and from the 
Mediterranean Sea to the English Channel and the North 
Sea. The overseas territories include French Guiana in 
South America and several islands in the Atlantic, Pacific 
and Indian Oceans. France borders Belgium, Luxembourg 
and Germany to the northeast, Switzerland, Monaco and 
Italy to the east, Andorra and Spain to the south, as well as 
the Netherlands, Suriname and Brazil in the Americas. The 
country's eighteen integral regions span a combined area of 
643,801 km2 and a total population of 67.4 million

Inox Wind has signed a binding agreement with Integrum Energy Infrastructure for 92 megawatt (MW) 
of wind power projects.
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Direct Taxes (CBDT) by three months till May 31, 2021.

WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME
 1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
 2. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
 3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D. Modi
 4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
 5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D. Modi
 6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha -
 7. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
 8. Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar, Sushil Chandra
 9. Director General, ITBP S S Deshwal
 10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner Sanjay Kothari
 11. Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla
 12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India G. C. Murmu
 13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somanath
 14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Dr. P. D. Vaghela
 15. CBI Director Praveen Sinha
 16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Harsh Chauhan
 17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
 18. Chairman, UPSC Pradeep Kumar Joshi
 19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
 20. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
 21. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K. N. Vyas
 22. Chairman, SSC Braj Raj Sharma
 23. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
 24. Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India Vivek Joshi
 25. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Pramod Chandra Mody
 26. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
 27. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
 28. Chairperson, State Bank of India Dinesh Kumar Khara
 29. India’s permanent representative in UNO T S Tirumurti
 30. Home Secretary  Ajay Kumar Bhalla
 31. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
 32. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N. K. Singh
 33. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
 34. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
 35. President, ASSOCHAM Vineet Agarwal
 36. Chairman, NASSCOM UB Pravin Rao
 37. Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat
 38. Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal R.K.S. Bhadauria
 39. Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Karambir Singh
 40. Chief of Army Staff General Manoj Mukund Naravane
 41. Chief, RAW Samant Goel
 42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre A.K. Mohanty
 43. National Commission for Scheduled Castes Vijay Sampla
 44. President, FICCI Uday Shankar
 45. Chairman of 21st Law Commission Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
 46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
 47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
 48. DG of National Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
 49. Finance Secretary  Ajay Bhushan Pandey
 50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Rajkiran Rai G
Data as on 8th April, 2021
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Precipitate

Pronunciation: 

Verb

1. To cause (an event or situation, typically one that is 
undesirable) to happen suddenly, unexpectedly, or 
prematurely.

 Example: "The incident precipitated a political 
crisis"

2. In terms of CHEMISTRY

 To cause (a substance) to be deposited in solid form 
from a solution.

 Example: "cell proteins were precipitated and washed 
in 10% trichloroacetic acid"

Adjective

Done, made, or acting suddenly or without careful 
consideration.

Example: "I must apologize for my staff—their actions 
were precipitate"

Etymology

First recorded in 1520–30; the verb and adjective derive 
from Latin praecipitātus (past participle of praecipitāre 
“to cast down headlong”), equivalent to praecipit- 
(stem of praeceps “steep”; see precipice) + -ātus past 
participle suffix (see -ate1); the noun comes from New 
Latin praecipitātum “a precipitate,” noun use of neuter of 
praecipitātus

SIMILAR WORDS (in form of Verb):

# bring about  #    bring on

# cause  #    lead to

# occasion  #    give rise to

# trigger  #    spark

# touch off  #    provoke

# hasten  #    accelerate

# expedite

SIMILAR WORDS (in form of Adjective):

# hasty  #    overhasty

# rash   #    hurried

# rushed  #    impetuous

# impulsive  #    spur-of-the-moment

# precipitous  #    incautious

# imprudent

Antonyms:

deliberate, unhurried, unrushed

EXAMPLE:

1. An invasion would certainly precipitate a political 
crisis.

2. The clouds precipitate/are precipitatedas snow in 
winter.

3. A slight mistake could precipitate a disaster.

4. A yellow precipitate should form immediately.

5. Clouds usually precipitate as rain and snow.

6. The king was too precipitate in declaring war.

7. I don't think we should make precipitate decisions.

8.  Cooling the beaker helps precipitate the compound.

9. Clouds usually precipitate as rain or snow.

10. Adding sulphate to the solution will give a precipitate.

11. To force a decision now would be precipitate.

12. Don't be precipitate - think it through before you 
make a decision.

13. If any organic salt is formed,[sentencedict.com] it 
will precipitate immediately.

14. Ward membership may easily precipitate itself into 
many visible forms of behaviour.

15. A cool breeze caused a precipitate drop in the 
temperature.
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The Lebanese Parliament has passed a law on a $246 million World Bank loan that will provide 

direct cash assistance for about 150,000 vulnerable families.

2021 Suez Canal 
Obstruction

In March 2021, the Suez Canal, one of the world's 
busiest trade routes, was blocked for six days after the 
accidental grounding of Ever Given, a Golden-class 
container ship. The company said that the 400-metre-
long (1,300 ft.) vessel had been buffeted on 23 March 
by strong winds, knocking it off course. Egyptian 
authorities subsequently stated that "there may have 
been technical or human errors" involved as well. The 
ship ran aground on one of the canal's banks, obstructing 
the canal and preventing other vessels from passing 
through. The obstruction was south of the section of the 
canal that has two channels, so there was no way for 
other ships to bypass Ever Given.

The obstruction had a significant impact on other 
shipping, with at least 369 ships queuing to pass through 
the canal on 28 March. On 29 March, the vessel was 
partially re-floated and "reoriented 80 percent in the 
right direction" although the "bow remained stuck". The 
ship was finally freed that afternoon, at 15:05 local time 
(13:05 UTC), and started moving, under tow, towards 
the Great Bitter Lake, for technical inspection. The canal 
was checked for damage before it could be reopened. 
The Suez Canal Authority informed shipping agencies 
that shipping could resume from 19:00 local time (17:00 
UTC).

The Suez Canal, one of the world's most important trading 
routes, was opened in 1869. By 2021 approximately fifty 
ships per day travelled through the canal, about 12% 
of total global trade at the time. For much of its length, 
however, the canal is not wide enough to allow traffic to 
travel in both directions at once; convoys of ships must 
take turns transiting these segments of the waterway. An 
expansion project is underway, but significant portions of 
the canal remain single-lane.

Ever Given in March 2020
Ever Given (IMO 9811000) was laid down on 25 
December 2015, launched 9 May 2018, and completed 
25 September 2018, replacing an earlier ship of the same 
name (IMO 8320901). Shoei Kisen Kaisha, a subsidiary 

of Japan's Imabari Shipbuilding, owns the ship. The 
operator is the Taiwan-based company Evergreen 
Marine and the vessel is managed by Bernhard Schulte 
Ship management. The vessel is registered in Panama. 
The ship's owners, Shoei Kisen Kaisha, have liability 
coverage for $3.1 billion. Evergreen's Protection and 
Indemnity (third party) liabilities insurance coverage is 
provided by mutual UK P&I Club. The ship is insured in 
the Japanese market. Insurance industry sources say the 
ship's owners could be facing insurance claims from the 
Suez Canal Authority (SCA) for loss of revenue and other 
ships whose passage has been impeded. Container ships 
of this size are typically insured for hull and machinery 
damage to an amount totalling between $100 and $140 
million.

Bill Kavanagh, a National Maritime College of Ireland 
lecturer and former captain, has described sailing through 
the Suez Canal as "a very complex and high risk operation". 
Wind gusts will cause the container areas of vessels to 
"act like a sail" and thus affect the course of the ship. The 
momentum of a heavy ship, such as Ever Given, is difficult 
to counteract if blown off course.

The government of Egypt requires ships traversing the 
canal to be boarded by an Egyptian "Suez crew", including 
one or more official maritime pilots from Egypt's SCA who 
command the ship, and taking over from the regular crew. 
There were two Egyptian SCA pilots on board at the time 
of the accident.

Incident

Typical cross sections of the Suez Canal used for waterway 
navigation

On 23 March 2021, at 07:40 EGY (05:40 UTC), Ever 
Given was travelling through the Suez Canal, when 
it was caught in a sandstorm. The strong winds, which 
reached 40 kn (74 km/h; 46 mph), resulted in the "loss of 
the ability to steer the ship," causing the hull to deviate. 
The ship then ran aground at the 151 km (82 nmi) mark 
(measured from Port Said on the Mediterranean Sea; 10 
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India (GFI) after 10 years, taking into records Sudhir Mittal’s election as president in the polls held 
in November 2019.

km (5.4 nmi) from Suez Port on the Gulf of Suez), and 
turned sideways, unable to free itself, blocking the canal 
on both sides. The crew consisting entirely of Indian 
nationals was accounted for and no injuries were reported. 
At the time of the incident, the ship was travelling from 
Tanjung Pelepas, Malaysia, to the Port of Rotterdam, 
Netherlands. It was fifth in a northbound convoy, with 
fifteen vessels behind it when it ran aground near the 
village of Manshiyet Rugola.

According to an analysis of data from ship tracking 
websites by Evert Lataire, head of maritime technology 
division at the University of Ghent, the bank effect, 
which may cause the stern of a ship to swing toward 
the near bank when operating in constricted waterway, 
may have contributed to the grounding, along with the 
lateral forces of westerly winds pushing sideways against 
the northbound ship. Since most of the focus of modern 
ship design is directed towards efficiency and stability 
at sea, the effects of hydrodynamics in shallow waters, 
especially in light of the rapidly growing size of ships in 
the past decade, remain somewhat obscure and in need of 
further study.

Over 300 vessels at both ends of the canal were obstructed 
by Ever Given, including five other container ships of 
similar size. These included 41 bulk carriers and 24 crude 
oil tankers. The affected vessels represented roughly 16.9 
million tonnes of deadweight. Some docked at ports and 
anchorages in the area, while many remained in place. 
The Ever Given's sister ship, Ever Greet, was affected 
by the disruption, as were two Russian Navy vessels: 
Steregushchiy-class corvette Stoikiy and Altay-class 
oiler Kola. These two vessels, believed to have been 
the only military vessels affected by the blockage, were 
conducting naval exercises in the area at the time. Kola 
had been involved in a minor collision with bulk carrier 
Ark Royal earlier that day; the two were anchored roughly 
11 km (5.9 nmi) away from each other for the duration of 
the incident.

Response

Officials initially planned to move two vessels from 
behind Ever Given to make room for the refloating 
operation. Fuel and nine thousand tonnes of ballast water 
were removed from the ship to help lighten it as heavy 
machinery, including an excavator, worked to dig the 
bow out.needs update By 25 March, eight tugboats were 
assisting in the attempt to pull it free. Peter Berdowski, 
Chief Executive of the Dutch company Royal Boskalis 
Westminster, stated on 25 March that such an operation 
"can take days to weeks".

On 25 March, the SCA suspended navigation through the 
Suez Canal until Ever Given could be refloated. The same 
day, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi's advisor on 
seaports stated that he expected the canal to be cleared in 
"48–72 hours, maximum". The following day, the Suez 
Canal Authority said that its dredging operations were 
about 87 per cent complete.

On 26 March, the SCA accepted an offer made by a United 
States Navy assessment team of dredging experts to assist 
in efforts to remove the ship.

On 27 March, the SCA said that 14 tugboats were trying to 
take advantage of that day's high tide and that more would 
arrive the following day if the latest attempt failed. Yukito 
Higaki, president of Shoei Kisen Kaisha, reported that 
the ship did not appear to be damaged, saying "The ship 
is not taking water. Once it refloats, it should be able to 
operate." There was no timeline of when the canal might be 
reopened. However, by 5:00 pm GMT, when? According 
to Egypt Today, citation needed the ship had moved by 30 
meters (100 feet) towards the north. Delays in shipping 
could persist after Ever Given is freed from its current 
predicament, as vessels may face busy ports and additional 
delays before offloading. As of 27 March, more than 300 
ships were delayed at both ends and in the middle of the 
canal, with others still approaching and others having 
altered their paths.

Addressing a press conference, Osama Rabie, SCA 
chairman, said that weather conditions were "not the 
main reasons" for the ship's grounding, adding that 
"there may have been technical or human errors," and 
that all factors would be looked into in the investigation 
on the incident.

On 28 March, efforts to dislodge the ship allowed for some 
movement of the ship's stern and its rudder at high tide, 
and SCA chairman Rabie said that water has been running 
under the ship again, and that "at any time the ship could 
slide and move from the spot it is in", additionally noting 
he hoped it would not be necessary to remove some of 
the 18,300 containers on board the ship, despite strong 
tides and winds complicating recovery efforts. This came 
as the Egyptian President, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, ordered 
preliminary preparations be made for lightening the ship's 
cargo.

The "complete disconnect of ship size development from 
developments in the actual economy" (OECD report, 
2015), and the corresponding limitations of existing 
infrastructure to handle them – a process evident in the 
Suez, where expansion work on the northern end of 
the canal has been ongoing – led to the incident being 
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described by Michael Safi in The Guardian as a "worst-
case scenario that many saw coming". Events during 
the several days the canal was blocked highlighted the 
difficulties of saving larger ships, which requires more 
time and more equipment. If Ever Given had required 
intervention of floating cranes to remove some containers 
(assuming crane ships of sufficient capacity would have 
been available within any realistic time-frame), the 
process would have required larger equipment working 
for longer, and would have been likely to prolong the 
blockage by "days, even weeks".

On 29 March, Ever Given was refloated near the king tide 
of a supermoon. It took 14 tug boats at high tide to dislodge 
the 224,000-ton vessel.

Satellite data showed that the ship's bow had been partly 
moved from the shore, although it remained stuck at the 
edge of the canal. The ship's stern had swung around 
and was in the middle of the waterway. The vessel was 
finally freed and moving again as of 15:05 local time, and 
was towed to the Great Bitter Lake for inspection. The 
canal authority informed shipping agencies that the canal 
was to reopen for shipping from 19:00 local time (17:00 
UTC), after a search of the bottom and soil of the Suez 
Canal had found it was sound and had no issues. By the 
time traffic through the Suez Canal resumed, more than 
400 ships were waiting: approximately 200 in the Red 
Sea, under 200 in the Mediterranean Sea; and around 50 
in the Bitter Lakes.

Global economic impact

Maritime and logistics experts warned that the incident 
will likely result in shipping delays of everyday items 
for customers around the world. Maritime historian 
Sal Mercogliano told the Associated Press: "Every day 
the canal is closed… container ships and tankers are 
not delivering food, fuel and manufactured goods to 
Europe and goods are not being exported from Europe 
to the Far East." Lloyd's List estimates the value of the 
goods delayed each hour at US$400 million, and that 
every day it takes to clear the obstruction will disrupt 
an additional US$9 billion worth of goods. Rabie 
estimated that Egypt loses $12–14 million per day due 
to the closure.

Michael Lynch, president of Strategic Energy and Economic 
Research, attributed a rise in oil prices to "people buying 
in after recent declines in oil prices, with the Suez closing 
the trigger factor." James Williams, energy economist at 
WTRG Economics, said that in light of existing stocks "a 
few days of slowdown in oil delivery is not critical to the 
market."
The event will delay goods, which might only impact 
industries with existing shortages, such as with 
semiconductors, thereby influencing markets already 
at risk of collapsing. To mitigate shortages of goods in 
the long term, future shipments can be ordered earlier 
than normal until the difference has been made up. 
However, a consultant at another firm noted that even 
a short-term disruption at the Suez Canal would have 
a domino effect for several months along the supply 
chain. Some freight forwarders noted that demand 
for alternative means of transportation was expected 
to rise within the next few weeks on Europe to Asia 
routes, as a consequence of shippers seeking to avoid 
the disruption and uncertainty caused by the blockage 
of the canal.
The default alternative route for maritime traffic 
between Asia and Europe is to go around Africa via 
the Cape of Good Hope, a trip which can add up to 
two weeks to journey time, with this alternative having 
already been taken by some ships as of 26 March. 
Russia has used this incident to promote its Arctic 
shipping routes as a shorter alternative to carrying 
goods around Africa.

In popular culture
Various internet memes about the incident have been 
published, alongside numerous jokes. "Ever Given Ever 
Ywhere", a web app that allows users to place Ever Given 
anywhere in the world also went viral. Jokes and memes 
have been posted by users on mobile-platform TikTok 
depicting their personal interpretations of the incident. 
Individual suggestions for fixing the incident in a joking 
manner were also spread on Twitter, alongside comments 
over the relevance of feeling that personal issues somehow 
corresponded to the ship being stuck. Mods were created 
for Microsoft Flight Simulator showing the stuck ship in 
the canal.
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The NHAI will develop more than 600 world class wayside amenities for commuters along national 

highways in the next five years.

For how many generations reservations will continue, 
asked Supreme Court

Reservation is a system of affirmative action in 
India that provides historically disadvantaged groups 
representation in education, employment and politics. 
Based on provisions in the Indian Constitution, it allows 
the Indian government to set reserved quotas or seats, 
which lower the qualifications needed in exams, job 
openings etc. for "socially and economically backward 
citizens."

Reservation was intended to uplift these communities but 
the government's failure to control the amount of reservation 
and lack of comprehensive review of the policies by the 
government have resulted in wide criticism and backlash. 
It is often described as a menace primarily due to its anti-
meritocratic nature, which is causing further division and 
discrimination in the society.

Why is reservation, in news?
The Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court 
was holding the on the petitions challenging the 
Constitutionality of the Maharashtra State Reservation 
For Socially and Educationally Backward Classes 
(SEBC) Act which provides for a quota to Marathas in 
jobs and education.

According to bench, "If there is no 50% limit, what is the 
concept of Article 14 then? What would happen to the 
resultant inequality and for how many generations will 
this continue?” the bench asked Senior Advocate Mukul 
Rohatgi, who was pleading for a reconsideration of the 
50% cap imposed by the Inidra Sawhney judgment.

Rohatgi argumented, by informing the Bench that he 
would describe various reasons that would warrant for 
a relook of Indra Sawhney case, including the fact that 
it was only meant to cover Article 16(4) and not Article 
15(4).

"There are several reasons as to why it warrants a relook. 
Mandal himself said that it needed to be reconsidered after 
20 years. There are also different voices in the judgement. 

It's not 8:1 majority. The group was divided into 4:3:2, and 
everyone had a different view on whether the 50% limit 
could be breached or not".

Rohatgi’s point of view, Articles 15 and 16 had to be 
done in a holistic manner, by considering the mandate 
of the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP), and 
had Indra Sahwney done so, then the judgement would 
have been different. He submitted that Article 16 was an 
enabling provision, with the only limitations limitations 
being public employment and adequate representation. 
Further, the sweep of Article 15 was wider than Article 
16.

“Amendments to 15(5) and 16(4) (a) and (b) are all post-
Indra Sawhney. The judgement had struck down the 
impugned on the grounds that there was no provision in 
the Constitution for economically weaker sections and that 
15(4) and 16(4) were not enough to bring EWS within the 
fray. 16 may be narrower than 15, but it is sweepingly wider 
when it comes to backward classes. But, these provisions 
don't provide a percentage. What was struck down was 
resurrected by the Parliament".

Rohatgi submitted that there was a need to consider Articles 
37, 38, 39 and 36 while making a law for reservation, and 
that the State had the power to strike a balance. He stated 
that as the judgement in Balaji held that Article 16(4) was 
not an exception to Article 16(1), then the basis of 50% 
limit had been debunked, therefore, 50% cannot remain the 
rule.

According to Mukul Rohatgi, the courts should leave it 
to states to fix reservation quotas in view of the changed 
circumstances and the Mandal judgment was premised on 
the census of 1931. Moreover, the population has increased 
many folds and reached 135 crore.

Arguing in favour of the Maharashtra law granting quota 
to Marathas, Rohatgi referred to various aspects of the 
Mandal judgment, also known as Indra Sawhney case, 
and said the Centre's decision to grant 10 per cent quota 
to people from economically weaker section also breached 
the 50 per cent cap.

Reservation
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The national Artificial Intelligence (AI) Mission will have centres of excellence with a mandate of 

application based research, Principal Scientific Adviser K VijayRaghavan said.

There were many reasons for the re-look of the Mandal 
judgment which was premised on the census of 1931 and 
moreover, the population has increased many folds and 
reached 135 crore.

The bench said 70 years have passed since independence 
and the states have been carrying on so many beneficial 
schemes and “can we accept that no development has taken 
place, that no backward caste has moved forward”.

The purpose of reviewing the Mandal judgment was that 
those who have come out from backwardness must be 
eliminated.

According to Mukul Rohatgi “Yes, we have moved 
forward. But it is not that backward classes have gone down 
from 50 to 20 per cent. We still have starvation deaths in 
this country... I am not trying to say that Indra Sawhney 
is completely wrong, throw it in the dustbin. I am raising 
issues that 30 years have gone by, the law has changed, 
the population has grown, and backward persons may also 
have increased”. 

Rohatgi argued, “The fact of the matter is Parliament 
should know what is going on in the country. If 
Parliament knows it is more than 50 per cent and has 
given 10 per cent to a class of economically backward 
section, no warrant from the court should say it cannot 
go over 50 per cent”

Rohatgi concluded, "There exist several burning issues of 
reservation today. How can we say that we are bound by 
this? By virtue of 10% reservation for the economically 
weaker, the findings in Indra Sawhney that backwardness 
cannot be adjudged by income or economic criteria alone 
are gone, and therefore it requires a relook holistically",

Attorney General K K Venugopal had told the apex court 
that the 102nd amendment to the Constitution does not 

deprive state legislatures to enact law determining the 
Socially and Educationally Backward Classes (SEBC) and 
conferring benefits on them.

The 102nd Constitution Amendment Act of 2018 inserted 
Articles 338B, which deals with the structure, duties and 
powers of the National Commission for Backward Class 
(NCBC), and 342A dealing with the power of the President 
to notify a particular caste as SEBC as also of Parliament 
to change the list.

the top court was told that Marathas have been dominant 
“socially and politically” as almost 40 per cent of MPs 
and MLAs of Maharashtra are from this community and 
the entire hypothesis that they have been left behind faced 
historical injustice is completely flawed.

The top court has been hearing a clutch of cases challenging 
the Bombay High Court verdict which upheld the grant of 
quota to Marathas in admissions and government jobs in 
the state.

BACKGROUND 
The pleas before the Constitution Bench challenges the 
Bombay High Court judgment passed in June 2019, and 
submits that the Socially and Educationally Backward 
Classes (SEBC) Act, 2018, which provides for 12% and 
13% quota to the Maratha community in education and 
jobs respectively, violated the principles laid in the case of 
Indira Sawhney v. Union of India (1992) as per which the 
Apex Court capped the reservation limit at 50%.

The Bombay High Court, while upholding the Maratha 
quota, held that 16% reservation is not justifiable and ruled 
that reservation should not exceed 12% in employment and 
13% in education as recommended by the State Backward 
Commission.
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The Maharashtra government said singer Asha Bhosle has been selected for the Maharashtra 

Bhushan award, the State government’s highest honour.

The 66th 
Filmfare Awards 

The Filmfare awards were first introduced in 1954. The 
Clares was the original name of the award ceremony, 
named after The Times of India critic Clare Mendonca. 
Readers of Filmfare were polled to decide the winners, and 
over 20,000 readers spread throughout India participated 
in the polls; trophies were given to winners of the popular 
vote. In the first awards function, held on 21 March 1954 
at the Metro Theatre of Mumbai, only five awards were 
presented: Best Film, Best Director, Best Actor, Best 
Actress, and Best Music Director. Do Bigha Zameen was 
the first movie to win the award for Best Film. The first 
winners for other four categories were: Bimal Roy for 
his direction of Do Bigha Zameen, Dilip Kumar for his 
performance in Daag, Meena Kumari for her performance 
in Baiju Bawra, and Naushad Ali for his music in Baiju 
Bawra. Filmfare Awards also introduced the Short Film 
Category in 2017, with Vidya Balan and Gauri Shinde on 
the jury. The People's Choice Award for Best Short Film 
was presented to Khamakha. Short films like Chutney, 
Matitali Kusti and Taandav won awards as well.
The 66th Filmfare Awards ceremony, presented by The 
Times Group, honoured the best Indian Hindi-language 
films of 2020. The ceremony was held on 27 March 2021 
in Mumbai.
Best Director: Om Raut (Tanhaji: The 

Unsung Warrior)
Best Actor In A Lead 
Role (Male): 

Irrfan Khan (Angrezi Medium)

Best Actor (Critics): Amitabh Bachchan (Gulabo 
Sitabo)

Best Actor In A Lead 
Role (Female): 

Taapsee Pannu (Thappad)

Best Actress (Critics): Tillotama Shome (Sir)
Best Actor In A 
Supporting Role (Male): 

Saif Ali Khan (Tanhaji: The 
Unsung Warrior)

Best Actor In A Supporting 
Role (Female): 

Farrokh Jaffar (Gulabo Sitabo)

Best Story: Anubhav Sushila Sinha And 
Mrunamayee Lagoo Waikul 
(Thappad)

Best Screenplay: Rohena Gera (Sir)

Best Dialogue: Juhi Chaturvedi (Gulabo Sitabo)
Best Debut Director: Rajesh Krishnan (Lootcase)
Best Debut Female: Alaya F (Jawaani Jaaneman)
Best Music Album: Pritam (Ludo)
Best Lyrics: Gulzar - Chhappak
Best Playback Singer 
(Male): 

Raghav Chaitanya - Ek Tukda 
Dhoop (Thappad)

Best Playback Singer 
(Female): 

Asees Kaur - Malang

Lifetime Achievement 
Award: 

Irrfan Khan

Technical Awards
Best Action: Ramazan Bulut, Rp Yadav 

(Tanhaji: The Unsung Warrior)
Best Background Score: Mangesh Urmila Dhakde 

(Thappad)
Best Cinematography: Avik Mukhopadhyay (Gulabo 

Sitabo)
Best Choreography: Farah Khan (Dil Bechara)
Best Costume Design Veera Kapur Ee (Gulabo Sitabo)
Best Editing: Yasha Pushpa Ramchandani 

(Thappad)
Best Production Design: Manasi Dhruv Mehta (Gulabo 

Sitabo)
Best Sound Design: Kaamod Kharade (Thappad)
Best Vfx: Prasad Sutar (Ny Vfx Wala) 

(Tanhaji: The Unsung Warrior)
Short Film Awards

Best Film (Fiction) Shivraj Waichal (Arjun)
Best Film (Non-Fiction): Nitesh Ramesh Parulekar 

(Backyard Wildlife Sanctuary)
Best Actor (Female) Purti Savardekar (The First 

Wedding)
Best Actor (Male): Arnav Abdagire (Arjun)
Best Film (Popular 
Choice): 

Devi

All in all, though 2020 was a tough year for the film industry 
still they came together as one to ensure that the magic 
of cinema would not be extinguished amidst the raging 
coronavirus pandemic. The 66th edition of the Filmfare 
Awards was hosted by Riteish Deshmukh, Rajkummar 
Rao, and Maniesh Paul.
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The 67th National 
Film Awards 

The 67th National Film Awards have finally been announced. Delayed by one year due to the coronavirus pandemic, the 
awards were announced during a press conference in Delhi. The event finally took place on Monday and here we are with 
a full list of winners at the National Film Awards 2020.
Here is a look at the National Film Awards 2020 winners:

Best Feature Film: Marakkar: Arabikadalinte Simham

Best Hindi Film: Chhichhore

Best Actor (Male): Manoj Bajpayee (Bhosle) and Dhanush (Asuran)

Best Actor (Female): Kangana Ranaut (Manikarnika and Panga)

Best Supporting Actor (Male): Vijay Sethupathi

Best Supporting Actor (Female): Pallavi Joshi

Best Editing film: Jersey (Telugu)

Best Audiography: Resul Pookutty

Best Screenplay Adapted: Gumnami

Best Female Playback singer: Savani Ravindra for Bardo (Marathi)

Best Male Playback Singer: B Praak

Best Action Direction: Avane Srimannarayana (Kannada)

Best Choreography: Maharishi (Telugu)

Best Special Effects: Marakkar: Lion of the Arabian Sea (Malayalam)

Special Jury Award: Oththa Seruppu Size 7 (Tamil)

Best Lyrics: Prabha Varma for Kolaambi (Malayalam)

Best Music Direction: D. Imman for Viswasam (Tamil)

Best Background Music: Prabuddha Banerjee for Jyeshthoputro (Bengali)

Best Make-up Artist: Ranjith for Helen (Malayalam)

Best Costumes: Sujith and Sai for Marakkar: Lion of the Arabian Sea (Malayalam)

Best Production Design: Anandi Gopal (Marathi)

Best Audiography (Re-recordist of final mixed 
track):

Oththa Seruppu Size 7 (Tamil)

Best Screenplay (Original): Jyeshthoputro (Bengali)

Best Screenplay (Adapted): Gumnaami (Bengali)

Best Screenplay (Dialogues): The Tashkent Files (Hindi)

The International Boxing Association (AIBA) has appointed two time world champion and Olympic 
gold winning former boxer Istvan Kovacs as its Secretary General.
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Best Cinematography: Jallikattu (Malayalam)

Best Child Artist: Naga Vishal for KD (Tamil)

Best Direction: Sanjay Puran Singh Chauhan for Bahattar Hoorain (Hindi)

Best Children’s Film: Kastoori (Hindi)

Best Film on Environment: Water Burial (Monpa)

Best Film on Social Issues: Anandi Gopal (Marathi)

Best Film on National Integration: Tajmahal (Marathi)

Best Popular Film Providing Wholesome 
Entertainment:

Maharishi (Telugu)

Best Debut Film of a Director: Mathukutty Xavier for Helen (Malayalam)

Non-feature films

Best Film Critic: Sohini Chattopadhyaya

Best Book on Cinema: India’s Curious Portrayal of Love in Cinema.

Best Non-Feature Editing: Arjun Saraya

Audiography (musical): Radha

On Location Sound Recordist: Rahas

Best Cinematography: Savita Singh for Sonsi

Best Direction: Knock Knock Knock

Best Film on Family Values: Oruu Pathira

Best Short Fiction: Custody

Special Jury Award: Small Scale Values

Best Animation: Radha

Best Investigative: Jakkal

Best Exploration film: Wild Karnataka

Best Education film: Apples and Oranges

Best Film on Social Issues: Holy Rites (Hindi) and Ladli (Hindi)

Best Environment Film: The Stork Saviours

Best Promotional film: The Shower

Best Biographical Film: Elephants do remember

Best Ethnographic Film: Charan-Atva

Best Debut Non-Feature film Director: Khisa

Best Non-Feature Film: An Engineered Dream

The Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) has successfully demonstrated free space Quantum 
Communication over a distance of 300 metres, for the first time in the country.
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Q.1. By which of the following ministry has organized 
‘Maritime India Summit 2021’?

 (1) Ministry of Jal Shakti

 (2) Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways

 (3) Ministry of Road Transport and Highways

 (4) Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public 
Enterprises

 (5) None of the above

Q.2. In which of the following city organised Symposium 
on “Sustainable Development of Dams and River 
Basins”?

 (1) London (2) Paris (3) New Delhi

 (4) Moscow (5) Beijing

Q.3. Who among the following performed Bhoomi 
Pujan of a huge sports enclave in Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat named after Bharat Ratna and brave son of 
Gujarat, Sardar Vallabhbhai Pate?

 (1) Ram Nath Kovind (2) Narendra Modi

 (3) Amit Shah  (4) Vijay Rupani

 (5) Acharya Dev Vart

Q.4. Who among the following has assumed the charge 
of Chairman National Commission for Scheduled 
Castes (NCSC) in New Delhi?

 (1) Smt. Anju Bala

 (2) Shri Subhash Ramnath Pardhi

 (3) Vijay Sampla

 (4) Hans Raj Hans

 (5) Shri Arun Halder

Q.5. Which of the following country has hosted a 
meeting of BRICS Finance and Central Bank 
Deputies virtually?

 (1) Brazil (2) China (3) India

 (4) South Africa (5) Russia

Q.6. Who among the following has inaugurated the 
newly constructed world’s largest Cricket Stadium 
at Motera in Ahmedabad?

 (1) Narendra Modi (2) Kiren Rijiju

 (3) Vijay Rupani  (4) Acharya Dev Vart

 (5) Ram Nath Kovind

Q.7. Who among the following has taken over as 
Principal Director General, Press Information 
Bureau?

 (1) Jaideep Bhatnaga

 (2) Kuldeep Singh Dhatwalia

 (3) Vijay Sampla

 (4) Soma Mandal

 (5) None of the above

Q.8. Who among the following has to launch “Sugamya 
Bharat App” & handbook entitled “Access- The 
Photo Digest”?

 (1) Thaawarchand Gehlot

 (2) Ram Nath Kovind

 (3) Narendra Modi

 (4) Amit Shah

 (5) Rajeev Kumar

Q.9. In India, the National Science Day is observed 
every year on which date?

 (1) 01-Mar (2) 26-Feb (3) 27-Feb

 (4) 28-Feb (5) 25-Feb

Q.10. Indian player R. Vinay Kumar has announced his 
retirement from which of the following sports?

 (1) Football (2) Chess (3) Shooting

 (4) Cricket (5) Hockey

Q.11. Who among the following has launched “Sugamya 
Bharat App” & handbook entitled “Access - The 
Photo Digest”?

 (1) Amit Shah

 (2) Nadrendra Modi

 (3) Thaawarchand Gehlot

 (4) Ravi Shankar Prasad

 (5) Rajeev Kumar

Q.12. Who among the following has been naugurated the 
"Maritime India Summit-2021"?

 (1) Ram Nath Kovind

 (2) Narendra Modi

CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

The Indian Navy inducted a "landing craft utility ship" which will be used for a variety of activities 
like transporting battle tanks and other heavy weapons systems.
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 (3) Dharmendra Pradhan

 (4) Amitabh Kant

 (5) Dr Harsh Vardhan

Q.13. Who among the following appointed as Assistant 
Secretary-General and Head of the New York Office 
of the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP)?

 (1) Bhavya Lal  (2) Gitagopi nath

 (3) Rishi Sunak  (4) Ligia Noronh

 (5) None of the above

Q.14. Which country has signed a deal with Indian 
pharmaceutical company Bharat Biotech for 
the purchase of 20 million doses of the Covaxin 
vaccine?

 (1) China (2) Brazil (3) Ethiopia

 (4) France (5) Nepal

Q.15. Who among the following has inaugurated the 
latest technology Integrated Bamboo Treatment 
Plant near Guwahati?

 (1) Dharmendra Pradhan

 (2) Narendra Modi

 (3) Ram nath Kovin

 (4) Dr. Jitendra Singh

 (5) Dr. Harsh Vardhan

Q.16. Which day is observed as the National Protein Day 
in India?

 (1) 01-March  (2) 02- March

 (3) 27- February  (4) 28- February

 (5) 26- February

Q.17. Recently Sardool Sikander has passed away, he is 
related to which profession?

 (1) Doctor (2) Journalist (3) Singer

 (4) Politician (5) Social Activist

Q.18. Who among the following has been elected 
president of the Federation of Indian Export 
Organisations (FIEO)?

 (1) Shashi Shanker (2) A. Sakthivel

 (3) Manoj Jain  (4) Sandeep Bakshi

 (5) Soma Mandal

Q.19. As per Moody's, the GDP of India in FY22 is 

estimated at how much percent?

 (1) 5% (2) 6% (3) 8.50%

 (4) 13.70% (5) 10.90%

Q.20. Who has been appointed as the President of the 
Table Tennis Federation of India?

 (1) Jay Shah

 (2) Bajrang Puniya

 (3) Dushyant Chautala

 (4) Rajeev Kumar

 (5) Rajya Vardhan Singh Rathaur

Q.21. Who among the following has selected as 
chairperson of AIBA's champions and veterans 
committee?

 (1) Mary Kom  (2) Laishram Sarita Devi

 (3) Vijender Singh (4) Devendro Singh

 (5) Hawa Singh

Q.22. Who among the following has won the 'Serendipity 
Arles Grant' (SAG) award 2020?

 (1) K Sivan

 (2) G Satheesh Reddy

 (3) Purushottaman Satish Kumar

 (4) Rajeev Kumar

 (5) None of the above

Q.23. In which of the following year the Entire rail 
network in the country will be fully electrified?

 (1) 2022 (2) 2023 (3) 2024

 (4) 2025 (5) 2026

Q.24. How many country has been participated in 
Exercise "Desert Flag"?

 (1) 5 (2) 6  (3) 7

 (4) 8 (5) 10

Q.25. How much amount India will invested in port 
projects by 2035?

 (1) 90 billion dollars (2) 282 billion dollars

 (3) 182 billion dollars (4) 82 billion dollars

 (5) 200 billion dollars

Q.26. How many courses of Indian knowledge tradition 
has prepared by NIOS?

The India Meteorological Department launched a Climate Data Service Portal with data of over 100 
years which can be accessed by the public.
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 (1) 20 (2) 18 (3) 15

 (4) 10 (5) 5

Q.27. When is Rare Disease Day celebrated in India?

 (1) 02-Mar (2) 28-Feb (3) 26-Feb

 (4) 25-Feb (5) Last day of February

Q.28. Recently who among the following has been 
appointed as the President and Chief Technology 
Officer (CTO) of AU Small Finance Bank?

 (1) Sharad Goklani

 (2) Dinesh kumar Khara

 (3) Amitabh Chaudhary

 (4) Sandeep Bakshi

 (5) None of the above

Q.29. Simlipal Tiger Reserve is located which State?

 (1) Bihar

 (2) Assam

 (3) Odisha

 (4) Andaman and Nicobar Islands

 (5) Goa

Q.30. Recently how much amount has approved for Nag 
River Pollution Abatement Project?

 (1) Rs 2,117 crore (2) Rs 4,117 crore

 (3) Rs 3,117 crore (4) Rs 4,117 crore

 (5) Rs 5,117 crore

Q.31. How much amount India has attracted total FDI 
inflow of during April to December 2020?

 (1) US$ 467.54 billion (2) US$ 67.54 billion

 (3) US$ 367.54 billion (4) US$ 267.54 billion

 (5) US$ 167.54 billion

Q.32. According to 'Ease of Living Index' which city of 
India is 'most liveable' city?

 (1) Mumbai (2) Shimla (3) Bengaluru

 (4) Pune (5) Ahmedabad

Q.33. The scientists have discovered a new species of 
alpine plant in which state?

 (1) Karnataka (2) Punjab (3) Assam

 (4) Goa (5) Arunachal Pradesh

Q.34. The First Asian Games was held in which country?

 (1) India (2) England (3) France

 (4) Japan (5) China

Q.35. Who has appointed as the Deputy Chairman of the 
important subcommittee of Parliament in America?

 (1) Bhavya Lal  (2) Mala Adiga

 (3) Vanita Gupta  (4) Pramila Jaipal

 (5) Maju Varghese

Q.36. Recently SleepX was in news, what is this?

 (1) Warship

 (2) Personal Protector Mattresses

 (3) Space Shuttle

 (4) Animal

 (5) None of the above

Q.37. Which of the following port has emerged as 
'connecting point' during COVID pandemic?

 (1) Chabahar Port (2) Hambantota Port

 (3) Bandar-e 'Abbās (4) Sittwe Port

 (5) Chittagong Port

Q.38. What is the theme of National Protein Day 2021?

 (1) National for health

 (2) Life Goes Faster on Protein

 (3) More Protein More Power

 (4) Powering with Plant Protein

 (5) Protein for body

Q.39. Who has been elected as the president of the 
Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA)?

 (1) Dinesh Kumar Khara

 (2) Amitabh Chaudhary

 (3) Ajay Kumar

 (4) Rajeev Kumar

 (5) Vikas Singh

Q.40. The G20 Summit 2021 will be which edition of the 
annual event?

 (1) 10th (2) 16th (3) 12th

 (4) 14th (5) 18th

Q.41. UN General Assembly has been declared as 
"International Year of Millets" which year?

The government raised the deposit threshold limit to Rs 5 lakh per annum in provident fund for 
which interest would continue to be tax exempt.
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 (1) 2024 (2) 2023 (3) 2022

 (4) 2021 (5) 2020

Q.42. Who among the following has appointed as the 
Chairman of the Central Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT)?

 (1) Praveen Sinha (2) Arvind Kumar

 (3) Y. C. Modi  (4) Pramod Chandra Mody

 (5) Samant Goel

Q.43. Which film has been named the best foreign 
language film at the Golden Globe Awards?

 (1) Minari

 (2) Babel

 (3) Inglourious Basterds

 (4) All the above

 (5) None of the above

Q.44. In the 78th Golden Globe Awards which film has 
been given the Best Picture - Drama award?

 (1) Minari

 (2) Babel

 (3) Inglourious Basterds

 (4) Nomadland

 (5) None of the above

Q.45. Which of the following a satellite has been 
developed by the DRDO to monitor the activities 
of military and merchant navy ships in the Indian 
Ocean Region?

 (1) Sindhu Netra  (2) Hind Netra

 (3) Sagar Netra  (4) Bharat Netra

 (5) None of the above

Q.46. Who has been appointed as the Sri Lanka director 
of cricket?

 (1) Kumar Sangakkara (2) Tom Moody

 (3) Ricky Ponting (4) Jonty Rhodes

 (5) Ravi Shastri

Q.47. The Government has decided to form Centre of 
Excellence in gaming and other related areas in 
collaboration with which IIT?

 (1) IIT Madras  (2) IIT Delhi

 (3) IIT Gowahati  (4) IIT Kharagpur

 (5) IIT Bombay

Q.48. Who has inaugurated new Cultural Centre of High 
Commission of India in Dhaka?

 (1) Sheikh Hasina (2) Dr. S. Jaishankar

 (3) Narendra Modi (4) Abdul Hamid

 (5) None of the above

Q.49. Who among the following has received 
"CERAWeek Global Energy and Environment 
Leadership Award" 2021?

 (1) Yoshihide Suga (2) Vladimir Putin

 (3) Scott Morrison (4) Narendra Modi

 (5) Jacinda Ardern

Q.50. How many Indian University in top 100 in QS 
World University Rankings 2021?

 (1) 5 (2) 10 (3) 12

 (4) 15 (5) 20

Q.51. Who has been addressed "Janaushadhi Diwas" 
celebrations through video conferencing?

 (1) Dr. Harsh Vardhan 

 (2) Shri. Rajesh Bhushan

 (3) Ashwini kumar choubey

 (4) Narendra Modi

 (5) Ram Nath Kovind

Q.52. Who is the founder of "CERAWeek Global Energy 
and Environment Leadership Award"?

 (1) Alfred Noble

 (2) Dr Daniel Yergin

 (3) Swedish Academy

 (4) The United Nations Environment Programme

 (5) Albert Einstein

Q.53. Who has been inaugurated the New Delhi World 
Book Fair 2021 - Virtual Edition?

 (1) Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’

 (2) Narendra Modi

 (3) Ram Nath Kovind

 (4) Rajeev Kumar

 (5) Harsh Vardhan Shringla

Q.54. Who has been Chaired valedictory session of 

The Gandhi Peace Prize for the year 2020 is being conferred on Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, the culture ministry said.
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"Combined Commanders conference" at Kevadia, 
Gujarat?

 (1) Rajnath Singh (2) Ajay Kumar

 (3) Bipin Rawat  (4) M M Narwane

 (5) Narendra Modi

Q.55. Recently the Atal Tunnel was in news, it is located 
which State?

 (1) Goa  (2) Himachal Pradesh

 (3) Uttarakhand  (4) Sikkim

 (5) Arunachal Pradesh

Q.56. Which ministry is responsible for organising the 
“Saras Aajeevika Mela” 2021?

 (1) Ministry of Home Affairs

 (2) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

 (3) Ministry of Education

 (4) Ministry of Women and Child Development

 (5) Ministry of Rural Development

Q.57. Which Ministry launched 100-day 'Catch the Rain' 
campaign?

 (1) Ministry of New and Renewable Energy

 (2) Environment Ministry

 (3) Health Ministry

 (4) Ministry of education

 (5) Jal Shakti Ministry

Q.58. Recently which bank has tied with JPMorgan to go 
live Skills Blockchain technology "Liink"?

 (1) Axis Bank (2) SBI (3) Yes Bank

 (4) PNB (5) HDFC Bank

Q.59. The Union Cabinet has approved to impose 
President Rule in which Union Territory?

 (1) J & K

 (2) Puducherry

 (3) Ladakh

 (4) Andaman and Nicobar Islands

 (5) Chandigarh

Q.60. What is the projected growth rate of the Indian 
economy by Moody's in the 2020-21 fiscal?

 (1) -5 (2) -8.90% (3) -7.50%

 (4) -4.40% (5) -7.00%

Q.61. On which the International Women's day being 
celebrated?

 (1) 5 March (2) 6 March (3) 7 March

 (4) 8 March (5) 9 March

Q.62. How much percentage accounts under Stand Up 
India Scheme belong to women entrepreneurs?

 (1) 90 (2) 81 (3) 70

 (4) 80 (5) 75

Q.63. How many cities has been identified under National 
Clean Air Programme?

 (1) 125 (2) 100 (3) 115

 (4) 105 (5) 122

Q.64. How much amount of Defence & Aerospace 
sectors received FDI in January 2021?

 (1) Rs 4191 crore  (2) Rs 5191 crore

 (3) Rs 6191 crore  (4) Rs 7191 crore

 (5) Rs 8191 crore 

Q.65. ‘Maitri Setu’ has inaugurated between which of the 
following country?

 (1) India & Pakistan (2) India & Myanmar

 (3) India & Bangladesh (4) India & Bhutan

 (5) India & Nepal

Q.66. Who among the following has released 11 Volumes 
of Manu with scholars’ commentaries on shlokas 
of Bhagavadgita?

 (1) Narendra Modi

 (2) Ram Nath Kovind

 (3) Dharmendra Pradhan

 (4) Rajeev Kumar

 (5) Amit Shah

Q.67. Which of the following University has topped the 
QS World University Rankings 2021?

 (1) University of London

 (2) University of Cambridge

 (3) University of Oxford

 (4) Massachusetts Institute of Technology

 (5) None of the above

The board of privatisation bound Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) approved the merger of 
its gas subsidiary, BGRL with itself in a bid to streamline corporate structure.
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Q.68. Which city has in the Ease of Living Index 2020 in 
the "Less than Million category"?

 (1) Mumbai (2) Shimla (3) Delhi

 (4) Chennai (5) Gurugram

Q.69. How much amount the World Bank has planned to 
introduce a credit guarantee scheme the "rooftop 
solar programme" in India for MSMEs?

 (1) $ 600 million  (2) $ 200 million

 (3) $ 300 million  (4) $ 100 million

 (5) $ 400 million

Q.70. Manpreet Vohra has been appointed as the High 
Commissioner to which country?

 (1) Nepal  (2) New Zealand

 (3) Australia  (4) Japan

 (5) France

Q.71. Women from Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and 
China have been selected for a prestigious award, 
which of the following country the foreign 
Department has given this information?

 (1) Thailand

 (2) Oman

 (3) The United State of America

 (4) India

 (5) Nepal

Q.72. Which of the following political adviser to 
Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, died?

 (1) Muhammad Rahman

 (2) HT Arman

 (3) Latifur Rahman

 (4) Iajuddin Ahmed

 (5) Fazlul Haque

Q.73. Who has been appointed as the new chairman of the 
Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory Commission?

 (1) Pavan Kumar  (2) Anand B. Kulkarni

 (3) Mukesh Khullar (4) Sanjay Kumar

 (5) Suraj Kumar

Q.74. Steelmaker ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India inked 
an agreement for setting up a 12 million tonnes 
per annum greenfield integrated steel plant in 
Kendrapada district of which state?

 (1) Maharastra (2) Kerala (3) Odisha

 (4) Karnataka (5) Tamilnadu

Q.75. 12 Indian Institutions on securing a position in 
the top 100 in the Quacquarelli Symonds Subject 
Rankings for the year 2021. Quacquarelli Symonds 
belongs to which country?

 (1) Iran  (2) United Kingdom

 (3) Russia  (4) Germany

 (5) United States of America

Q.76. Which of the following is the best performing 
states in land record digitisation, according to 
NCAER Land Records and Services Index 2020-
21 released?

 (1) Arunachal Pradesh, Kerala and Goa

 (2) Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal and Odisha

 (3) Himachal Pradesh, Tripura and Taminadu

 (4) Madhya Pradesh, Goa and Odisha

 (5) Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal and Odisha

Q.77. Where was ISSF World Cup 2021 held?

 (1) Cairo (2) Moscow (3) Tehran

 (4) Colombo (5) Newyork

Q.78. Recently Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal 
‘Nishank’ announced opening of two new Kendriya 
Vidyalayas in which of the following states?

 (1) Madhya Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh

 (2) Tripura and Taminadu

 (3) Goa and Punjab

 (4) Karnataka and Punjab

 (5) West Bengal and Odisha

Q.79. The Bengaluru model of development of citizen-
centric initiatives and delivery of services have 
ensured the top ranking of Bengaluru. Bengaluru 
has emerged as the most livable city in India in the 
Ease of living Survey conducted by which of the 
following ministry?

 (1) Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare

 (2) Ministry of AYUSH

 (3) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs

 (4) Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

 (5) Ministry of Civil Aviation

State run Power Grid Corporation has signed a share purchase agreement with Jaiprakash Power 
Ventures to acquire 74 per cent stake in Jaypee Powergrid Ltd (JPPGL) for Rs 351.64 crore.
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Q.80. Which of the following country has appointed 
Temba Bavuma and Dean Elgar as the cricket 
national team captains for limited overs and Tests 
respectively?

 (1) Australia  (2) New Zealand

 (3) South Africa  (4) Bangladesh

 (5) West Indies

Q.81. Which of the following boxer has decided to turn 
professional and will begin his professional career 
in Florida on 19 March?

 (1) MC Mary Kom (2) Manoj Kumar

 (3) Mandeep Jangra (4) Dingko Singh

 (5) Sarita Devi

Q.82. BCCI has honored former India cricketer Sunil 
Gavaskar against which of the following country?

 (1) Iran (2) West Indies (3) Russia

 (4) England (5) Pakistan

Q.83. Which of the following state/ UT government has 
approved the formation of a separate school board 
for nearly 2,700 schools in the city?

 (1) Punjab  (2) Haryana

 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Delhi

 (5) Uttar Pradesh

Q.84. Who has passed away recently?

 (1) Kuldeep Malik

 (2) N S Lakshminarayana Bhatta

 (3) MC Marycom

 (4) Manoj Kumar

 (5) M S Lakshminarayana Bhatta

Q.85. Who has won a silver medal at the "Matteo Pellicone 
Ranking" series wrestling event in Rome?

 (1) Sarita Mor  (2) Kuldeep Malik

 (3) MC Mary Kom (4) Manoj Kumar

 (5) Mandeep Jangra

Q.86. The government has made airbags mandatory for 
passengers in the front seat of the vehicle. It has 
announced by which of the following ministry?

 (1) Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare

 (2) Ministry of AYUSH

 (3) The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways

 (4) Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

 (5) Ministry of Civil Aviation

Q.87. Who has been appointed as the first vice president 
and chief operating officer of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York?

 (1) Kirti Gupta  (2) Naureen Hassan

 (3) Manisha Keer  (4) Rajeshwari Kumari

 (5) Geeta Gopinath

Q.88. Which of the following state government has 
dedicated 2021 as the "Year of Education" with a 
well-planned investment of 1,000 crore rupees?

 (1) Punjab  (2) Haryana

 (3) Madhya Pradesh (4) Arunachal Pradesh

 (5) Uttar Pradesh

Q.89. M.G. George Muthoot has passed away recently. 
He was the former secretary of which of the 
following church?

 (1) Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

 (2) Omkara Orthodox Syrian Church

 (3) Santa Cruz Basilica Church

 (4) Nadamel Marth Mariam Church

 (5) Catholic Rosary Church

Q.90. Russian telecom operator MTS has announced that 
it has successfully launched the country's first ____ 
network for trial use in Moscow.

 (1) 5G network  (2) 7G network

 (3) 8G network  (4) 6G network

 (5) 4G network

Q.91. Prime Minister Narendra Modi released how many 
volumes of manuscript with commentaries by 21 
scholars on shlokas of Srimad Bhagavadgita at his 
residence?

 (1) 7 (2) 12 (3) 11

 (4) 10 (5) 9

Q.92. Adani Green Energy has commissioned a 
100-megawatt wind power plant located in which 
state?

 (1) Gujarat  (2) Uttar Pradesh

 (3) Odisha  (4) Madhya Pradesh

Sri Lanka has signed a 10 billion yuan (about USD 1.5 billion) currency swap deal with China for 
a three year period to be used for promoting bilateral trade and direct investment between the two 

countries.
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 (5) Bihar

Q.93. Clara Tauson defeated Viktorija Golubic to win 
the Lyon Open recently. Clara Tauson is related to 
which country?

 (1) New Zealand  (2) Denmark

 (3) Netherlands  (4) Switzerland

 (5) Fiji

Q.94. Tokyo-bound Indian wrestler Bajrang Punia pulled 
off a two-pointer in the last 30 seconds of the 
gold medal bout to defend his title at the Matteo 
Pellicone Ranking Series event, a result that pushed 
him back to world number _____rank.

 (1) Fifth (2) First (3) Second

 (4) Third (5) Fourth

Q.95. Haryana Police and Indian Navy won ____ in the 
National Equatorian (Equestrian) Tent Pegging 
Championships, winning the Indian File and Paired 
Tent Pegging events respectively.

 (1) A bronze  (2) Silver

 (3) Gold & Bronze (4) Gold

 (5) Bronze & Silver

Q.96. Which of the following state/ UT of the Sikh 
Gurudwara Management Committee launched 
India's biggest kidney dialysis facility at the 
Gurudwara Bangla Sahib complex?

 (1) Delhi (2) Punjab (3) Haryana

 (4) Uttar Pradesh (5) Andhra Pradesh

Q.97. In the new memorial being built in England's 
port city of Southampton to commemorate all the 
Indians who fought in the World Wars, the design 
of a ______ statue of an early 20th-century fighter 
plane has been approved.

 (1) Milkha Singh  (2) Deepa Malik

 (3) Udit Singh Malik (4) Hardit Singh Malik

 (5) Gurmeet Singh Malik

Q.98. Bachendri Pal will lead a 10-member team of 
women aged above 50 in a five-month-long 
expedition from eastern to western Himalaya 
beginning in May. Bachendri Pal is related to 
which country?

 (1) Pakistan (2) China (3) India

 (4) Nepal (5) Sri Lanka

Q.99. Mohammed Muthu Meeran Maraickayar has 
passed away recently. He was the elder brother of 
which of the following former president?

 (1) Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan

 (2) Dr APJ Abdul Kalam

 (3) Pranab Mukherjee

 (4) K. R. Narayanan

 (5) Rajendra Prasad

Q.100. Former Governor Anshuman Singh has passed 
away recently. He is related to which of the 
following state?

 (1) Punjab  (2) Haryana

 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Rajasthan

 (5) Andhra Pradesh

Q.101. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated "Maitri 
Setu" between India and Bangladesh via video 
conferencing. Maitri Setu is situated on which 
river?

 (1) Tapi River  (2) Narmada River

 (3) Feni River  (4) Teesta River

 (5) Sabarmati River

Q.102. Which space agency has completed the development 
of a Synthetic Aperture Radar capable of producing 
extremely high-resolution images for a joint earth 
observation satellite mission with the US space 
agency NASA?

 (1) ESA (2) ISRO (3) NASA

 (4) DRDO (5) CNSA

Q.103. Which of the following state/ UT government 
presented the Rs 69,000-crore budget themed on 
"patriotism" for the financial year 2021-22?

 (1) Punjab  (2) Haryana

 (3) Uttar Pradesh  (4) Delhi

 (5) Andhra Pradesh

Q.104. Engineering firm JMC Projects (India) has bagged 
a construction order worth Rs ______ from the 
Maldives Fahi Dhiriulhun Corporation.

 (1) 1,000 crore Rs (2) 3,000 crore Rs

 (3) 2,000 crore Rs (4) 5,000 crore Rs

 (5) 10,000 crore Rs

Q.105. Inox Wind has signed a binding agreement with 

South Korea's next generation midsized observation satellite successfully entered its target orbit and 
made its first contact with a base station.



77

CuRRENT AFFAIRS

APRIL 2021  MICA

Integrum Energy Infrastructure for ______of wind 
power projects.

 (1) 96 Megawatt  (2) 98 Megawatt

 (3) 94 Megawatt  (4) 92 Megawatt

 (5) 96 Megawatt

Q.106. Around 25 million new jobs will be created by the 
Indian retail sector by which year, as per Retail 4.0 
Report released by Nasscom in partnership with 
Technopak.

 (1) 2031 (2) 2030 (3) 2025

 (4) 2028 (5) 2023

Q.107. How many women have been selected for the 
National Women's Hall of Fame 2021?

 (1) 9 (2) 8  (3) 7

 (4) 6 (5) 5

Q.108. Which of the following state/ UT government public 
relations department has launched a ''Factcheck'' 
portal aimed at curbing misinformation and making 
the right information available to the public?

 (1) Punjab  (2) Uttar Pradesh

 (3) Delhi  (4) Madhya Pradesh

 (5) Andhra Pradesh

Q.109. Koneru Humpy, the reigning world chess champion 
in the rapid format, was won the ____BBC Indian 
Sportswoman of the Year award.

 (1) 3rd (2) 2nd (3) 4th

 (4) 5th (5) 7th

Q.110. Seasoned Atanu Das and Tarundeeep Rai among 
men and Deepika Kumari in the women's section 
will headline the Indian recurve archery contingent 
during this year's Tokyo Olympics. Atanu Das is 
related to which state?

 (1) Punjab  (2) Uttar Pradesh

 (3) Sikkim  (4) Madhya Pradesh

 (5) Andhra Pradesh

Q.111. The Kindle version of Swami Chidbhavananda's 
'Bhagavad Gita' has been launched by whom?

 (1) Amit Shah  (2) Rajnath Singh

 (3) Narendra Modi (4) Yogi Adityanath

 (5) Nirmala Sitharaman

Q.112. __________ has appointed Democratic House 

lawmaker Marcia Fudge as the secretary of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.

 (1) US Senate

 (2) Parliament of Australia

 (3) Parliament of Bhutan

 (4) Parliament of the Czech Republic

 (5) Federal Parliament

Q.113. Which of the following company has been 
inaugurated its innovation lab at Delhi Technological 
University (DTU) under the company's 'Innovation 
Campus' initiative?

 (1) Vivo (2) BlackBerry (3) OnePlus

 (4) Samsung (5) Apple

Q.114. Indian Super League team FC Goa will host the 
Group E matches of the AFC Champions League 
in which stadium?

 (1) Tilak Nagar Stadium

 (2) Fatorda Stadium

 (3) GMC Athletic Stadium

 (4) Wankhede Stadium

 (5) Indira Priyadarshini Stadium

Q.115. The presidents of Turkey and Russia remotely 
inaugurated the construction of _______ nuclear 
reactor at the Akkuyu power plant in southern 
Turkey?

 (1) Third (2) Second (3) First

 (4) Fifth (5) Seventh

Q.116. The government through a notification dated 
March 9, 2021, has appointed Monika Kalia, 
Swarup Dasgupta, and M Karthikeyan as executive 
directors of the which bank?

 (1) Bank of Baroda (2) Union Bank of India

 (3) Bank of India  (4) State Bank of India

 (5) Central Bank of India

Q.117. State-owned entities REC Ltd, and Power Finance 
Corporation have entered into a pact with Bhutan-
based Kholongchhu Hydro Energy Ltd to finance 
a _______ megawatt hydroelectric project at 
Trashiyangtse in the neighboring country.

 (1) 200-megawatt (2) 600-megawatt

 (3) 800-megawatt (4) 900-megawatt

South Africa has been ranked as the world's most dangerous country to drive in while India came in 
at fourth place, according to a research study undertaken by international driver education company 

Zutobi. 
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 (5) 400-megawatt

Q.118. Which of the following space agency's commercial 
arm NewSpace India Limited has bagged four 
more dedicated launch service contracts.

 (1) NASA (2) JAXA (3) ESA

 (4) ISRO (5) DRDO

Q.119. Which of the following wrestler has been re-elected 
as the president of the School Games Federation of 
India.

 (1) Mahabali Shera (2) Jinder Mahal

 (3) Sushil Kumar  (4) Kavita Devi

 (5) Gama Singh

Q.120. The National Health Authority has entered into 
an agreement with UTI Infrastructure Technology 
and Services Limited to issue free PVC Ayushman 
cards to beneficiaries of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana in how many states?

 (1) 11 states (2) 16 states (3) 17 states

 (4) 15 states (5) 18 states

Q.121. The Indian Air Force is set to raise a second 
squadron of the Rafale combat aircraft in mid-
April, and it will be based in Hasimara airbase in 
which of the following state?

 (1) Gujarat (2) West Bengal (3) Bihar

 (4) Punjab (5) Goa

Q.122. Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the 
"Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav" celebrations to mark 
which year anniversary of independence?

 (1) 55 (2) 45 (3) 65

 (4) 75 (5) 85

Q.123. The International Olympic Committee has 
announced Athens as the host of its which Session 
in 2025?

 (1) 138th (2) 137th (3) 139th

 (4) 132th (5) 136th

Q.124. Veteran batter Mithali Raj became the first Indian 
female cricketer and second internationally to 
complete how many runs across all formats.

 (1) 11,000 (2) 12,000 (3) 10,000

 (4) 14,000 (5) 15,000

Q.125. Hriday Mohini has passed away recently. She is 

related to which state?

 (1) Gujarat  (2) Rajasthan

 (3) West Bengal  (4) Bihar

 (5) Punjab

Q.126. Payas Jain outclassed Haryana's Jeet Chandra 
4-3 to claim the youth boy’s title and complete a 
double in the UTT 82nd Junior and Youth National 
Table Tennis Championships. Payas Jain is related 
to which of the following states/ UT?

 (1) Gujarat  (2) Punjab

 (3) West Bengal  (4) Delhi

 (5) Bihar

Q.127. The International Olympic Committee and which 
of the following country have teamed up to offer 
vaccines to athletes and teams preparing for the 
upcoming Tokyo, and Beijing Games?

 (1) China (2) India (3) Pakistan

 (4) Iran (5) Nepal

Q.128. 17 states have implemented the 'One Country - One 
Ration Card' system, which is the latest state to join 
the scheme?

 (1) Gujarat  (2) Punjab

 (3) Uttarakhand  (4) West Bengal

 (5) Bihar

Q.129. Pharmaceuticals firm ZCL Chemicals Ltd (ZCL) 
founder and promoters, Parikh family, said global 
private equity investor Advent International will 
fully acquire the company for Rs ______ crore.

 (1) 7,000 (2) 2,000 (3) 4,000

 (4) 3,000 (5) 5,000

Q.130. US President Joe Biden has signed the _____ dollar 
coronavirus rescue package into law.

 (1) 1.4 trillion-dollar (2) 1.3 trillion-dollar

 (3) 1.5 trillion-dollar (4) 1.9 trillion-dollar

 (5) 2.9 trillion-dollar

Q.131. Which of the following institute has instituted 
eight new student grants for the autumn semester 
scheduled to begin in August this year as a group 
of alumni and their families have raised a corpus of 
over Rs 2 crore?

 (1) IIT Madras  (2) IIT Kanpur

Senior IPS officers MA Ganapathy and Kuldiep Singh were appointed Director General of National 
Security Guard and the Central Reserve Police Force, respectively.
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 (3) IIT Kharagpur (4) IIT Delhi

 (5) IIT Guwahati

Q.132. Kenneth C. Kelly has passed away reently. He is 
related to which of the following profession?

 (1) Engineer (2) Doctor (3) Scientist

 (4) Actor (5) Politician

Q.133. Punjab Kings have roped in former Australian first-
class cricketer ______ as their new bowling coach 
for the upcoming edition of the IPL beginning on 
April 9.

 (1) Bill Bateman  (2) Damien Wright

 (3) Thomas Cullinan (4) Harry Bennett

 (5) Ernest Randell

Q.134. Which of the following country has imposed anti-
dumping duty on the Chinese antibacterial drug 
Ciprofloxacin Hydrochloride?

 (1) Bhutan (2) India (3) Nepal

 (4) Russia (5) Pakistan

Q.135. The Tata group has proposed to acquire more 
than what percentage stake in the online grocery 
platform Big Basket?

 (1) 70 percent (2) 80 percent (3) 50 percent

 (4) 60 percent (5) 65 percent

Q.136. Who started the foot march from Sabarmati Ashram 
to Dandi village in Navsari district of Gujarat, 
recently?

 (1) Narendra Modi (2) Amit Shah

 (3) Vijay rupani  (4) Ramnath Kovind

 (5) Rajnath Singh

Q.137. Which of the following country's Parliament has 
passed a law on a $246 million World Bank loan 
that will provide direct cash assistance for about 
150,000 vulnerable families.

 (1) Germany (2) Great Britain (3) Lebanon

 (4) Guyana (5) India

Q.138. Which of the following country has emerged as the 
fifth most attractive growth destination according 
to a global survey of chief executive officers.

 (1) Germany  (2) India

 (3) Great Britain  (4) Lebanon

 (5) Guyana

Q.139. Ishraq Ali Khan has taken over as executive 
director of which state-owned bank?

 (1) Union bank of India

 (2) Bank of Baroda

 (3) Central bank of India

 (4) UCO Bank

 (5) State bank of India

Q.140. Lou Ottens, inventor of the cassette tape has passed 
away recently. He was related to which country?

 (1) Germany  (2) Great Britain

 (3) Netherlands  (4) Lebanon

 (5) Guyana

Q.141. OTPRMS is recently seen in News. What is the full 
form of OTPRMS?

 (1) Online Teacher Pupil Registration Mail Security

 (2) Online Teacher Pupil Registration Mail System

 (3) Online Teacher Pupil Registration Management 
System

 (4) Online Teaching Per Registration Mail System

 (5) Online Teaching Per Registration Mail Security

Q.142. Dr. Harsh Vardhan has inaugurated Centre for 
Advanced Radiation Shielding and Geopolymeric 
Materials and an Analytical High Resolution 
Transmission Electron Microscope Laboratory at 
CSIR-AMPRI in which city?

 (1) Bhopal (2) Lucknow (3) Noida

 (4) Chennai (5) Bengaluru

Q.143. The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has 
announced a new scheme, under which any tourist 
vehicle operator may apply for an “All India Tourist 
Authorization/Permit” through online mode. Who 
is the Minister for the Ministry of Road Transport 
and Highways?

 (1) Mansukh L. Mandaviya

 (2) Rajnath Singh

 (3) Narendra Modi

 (4) Nitin Gadkari

 (5) Dr. Harsh Vardhan

Q.144. Mumbai lifted their fourth Vijay Hazare Trophy 
title after defeating which of the following state by 
six wickets in the final encounter?

Senior bureaucrat Saurabh Garg has been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Unique 
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI).



80

QUIZ TIME CuRRENT AFFAIRS

MICA  APRIL 2021

 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Uttar Pradesh

 (3) Arunachal Pradesh (4) Himachal Pradesh

 (5) Bihar

Q.145. Mervyn Hegler, one of the greatest middleweight 
boxers in the history of boxing, died. He is related 
to which country?

 (1) China (2) Pakistan (3) Iran

 (4) America (5) Nepal

Q.146. Veteran batter Mithali Raj became the first player 
to complete 7,000 runs in women's ODI cricket. 
She is related to which country?

 (1) China (2) Pakistan (3) India

 (4) Iran (5) Nepal

Q.147. Which state government has decided to set up 
three Eklavya model residential schools for tribal 
students?

 (1) Odisha  (2) Gujarat

 (3) West Bengal  (4) Bihar

 (5) Punjab

Q.148. Nikoloz Basilashvili downed Roberto Bautista 
Agut 7-6 (5), 6-2 in the final of the ______ Open 
for his fourth ATP title.

 (1) New Zealand (2) India (3) Qatar

 (4) England (5) Australia

Q.149. Some of the Senior General Counsels of India Inc 
have jointly launched which of the following?

 (1) Startup India

 (2) General Counsel Association of India

 (3) Corporate Councils Association of India

 (4) Airport Authority of India

 (5) Councils Association of India

Q.150. PM Narendra Modi and which of the following 
country's president has agreed on regular bilateral 
contact?

 (1) China (2) Bhutan (3) Pakistan

 (4) Sri Lanka (5) Nepal

Q.151. Which of the following host has sported an "I 
stand with farmers" mask at the red carpet of 2021 
Grammy Awards to reiterate her support to the 
ongoing farmer’s agitation in India?

 (1) Justin Bieber (2) Lily singh (3) Ajay Nagar

 (4) Evan Fong (5) Nicole Arbour

Q.152. By winning how many more awards at the 
Grammy Awards 2021, Pop Star Beyoncé became 
the most awarded female artist in the history of the 
ceremony?

 (1) Five (2) Six (3) Two

 (4) Four (5) Three

Q.153. Chemancheri Kunhiraman Nair has passed away 
recently. He is related to which of the following 
classical dance?

 (1) Bharatanatyam (2) Manipuri

 (3) Kathakali  (4) Kathak

 (5) Kuchipudi

Q.154. Padma Bhushan awardee Laxman Pai has passed 
away recently in Goa. He was related to which 
profession?

 (1) Painter (2) Actor (3) Doctor

 (4) Politician (5) Scientist

Q.155. Transformers and Rectifiers (India) have bagged 
an order worth Rs _______ from the Power Grid 
Corporation of India.

 (1) 105 crore Rs  (2) 109 crore Rs

 (3) 108 crore Rs  (4) 118 crore Rs

 (5) 110 crore Rs

Q.156. A joint venture of Adani Group and Welspun 
Enterprises Ltd has discovered natural gas reserves 
in an area off which of the following city coast?

 (1) Bhopal (2) Mumbai (3) Lucknow

 (4) Chennai (5) Bengaluru

Q.157. "Shree Cement" said its new cement grinding unit in 
which of the following state with a manufacturing 
capacity of 3 million tonnes per annum?

 (1) Madhya Pradesh (2) Uttar Pradesh

 (3) Arunachal Pradesh (4) Odisha

 (5) Himachal Pradesh

Q.158. The All India Chess Federation (AICF) will 
organise the inagural edition of the International 
Grandmasters tournament of which state at the end 
of this year?

 (1) Punjab  (2) Madhya Pradesh

Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari introduced the Vehicle Scrapping Policy in the 
Lok Sabha which is aimed at creating an eco system for phasing out unfit and polluting vehicles.
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 (3) Arunachal Pradesh (4) Odisha

 (5) Himachal Pradesh

Q.159. Which of the following country's Foreign Ministry 
said it has formally opened its embassy to Israel in 
the disputed city of Jerusalem?

 (1) Albania (2) Serbia (3) Kosovo

 (4) Japan (5) Canada

Q.160. Bhavani Devi has become the first-ever Indian 
fencer to qualify for the Tokyo Olympic Games. 
She is related to which of the following state?

 (1) Odisha (2) Tamil Nadu (3) Haryana

 (4) Assam (5) Bihar

Q.161. Indian Coast Guard ship ''Vajra'' was formally 
commissioned into service. Where is the 
headquarters of the Indian Coast Guard located?

 (1) Mumbai (2) New Delhi (3) Lucknow

 (4) Chennai (5) Bengaluru 

Q.162. Rahi Sarnobat, Chinky Yadav, and Manu Bhaker 
clinch Gold medal in Women's _____ pistol team 
event of ISSF Shooting World Cup.

 (1) 25 meter (2) 10 meter (3) 50 meter

 (4) 100 meter (5) 75 meter

Q.163. The government raised the deposit threshold limit 
to Rs _____ per annum in the provident funds for 
which interest would continue to be tax-exempt.

 (1) 7 lakh  (2) 8 lakh  (3) 5 lakh 

 (4) 6 lakh  (5) 9 lakh 

Q.164. Who has won the gold medal in the ISSF World 
Cup men's 50m rifle 3 positions event recently?

 (1) Abhinav Bindra

 (2) Angad Veer Singh Bajwa

 (3) Yashvardhan

 (4) Aishwarya Pratap Singh Tomar

 (5) Saurabh Chaudhary

Q.165. Chief Justice of India SA Bobde has recommended 
the name of the senior-most judge Justice NV 
Ramana as his successor and ______ Chief Justice 
of India.

 (1) 47th (2) 46th (3) 48th

 (4) 49th (5) 45th

Q.166. The United Nations, the United States, Russia, 
and the European Union met virtually to discuss 
relaunching their long-stalled effort to get Israel, 
and the Palestinians to negotiate a _______ to their 
decades-old conflict. 

 (1) Five-state solution (2) Three-state solution

 (3) Two-state solution (4) Six-state solution

 (5) Four-state solution

Q.167. The India Meteorological Department launched a 
Climate Data Service Portal with data of over how 
many years which can be accessed by the public?

 (1) 100 years (2) 200 years (3) 105 years

 (4) 110 years (5) 120 years

Q.168. Who has shattered the world record en route 
clinching the gold in the “P4” mixed 50m pistol 
SH1 event on the penultimate day of the 2021 Para 
Shooting World Cup. 

 (1) Abhinav Bindra

 (2) Angad Veer Singh Bajwa

 (3) Aishwarya Pratap Singh Tomar

 (4) Manish Narwal

 (5) Saurabh Chaudhary

Q.169. A. Mohammedjan has passed away recently. He 
was related to which profession?

 (1) Actor (2) Journalist (3) Politician

 (4) Lawyer (5) Writer

Q.170. An interest of what percent would be paid to farmers 
if payments for their crops procured during Rabi 
season, commencing from April 1, get delayed, 
Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar announced?

 (1) 8 (2) 9  (3) 7

 (4) 10 (5) 12

Q.171. The International Boxing Association has appointed 
two-time world champion and Olympic gold-
winning former boxer _______ as its Secretary-
General. 

 (1) Tim Austin  (2) Istvan Kovacs 

 (3) Frankie Genaro (4) Leo Randolph

 (5) Maikro Romero

Q.172. Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone will 
acquire a controlling interest in Gangavaram Port 

Promising Manish Narwal shattered the world record en route clinching the gold in the P4 mixed 
50m pistol SH1 event on the penultimate day of the 2021 Para Shooting World Cup.
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Ltd (GPL) from DVS Raju and their family for Rs 
______. 

 (1) Rs 3,704 crore (2) Rs 3,804 crore

 (3) Rs 3,904 crore (4) Rs 3,604 crore

 (5) Rs 3,504 crore

Q.173. Sri Lanka has signed a _______ yuan currency 
swap deal with China for a three-year period to 
be used for promoting bilateral trade and direct 
investment between the two countries. 

 (1) 15 Billion  (2) 10 Billion  (3) 25 Billion 

 (4) 35 Billion  (5) 45 Billion 

Q.174. Caesar Sengupta, Vice President and General 
Manager, Payments and Next Billion Users 
initiative at Google, is leaving the company after a 
______ stint. 

 (1) 15-year  (2) 16-year  (3) 17-year 

 (4) 18-year  (5) 19-year 

Q.175. In which state, postgraduate girl students of families 
with income below Rs 1.80 lakh per annum will 
not be charged tuition fees?

 (1) Bihar (2) Gujarat (3) Haryana 

 (4) Punjab (5) Goa

Q.176. Who has won the title of best actress at the 67th 
National Film Awards for her work in Manikarnika 
and Panga?

 (1) Deepika Padukone (2) Kangana Ranaut

 (3) Priyanka Chopra (4) Alia Bhatt

 (5) Sameera Reddy

Q.177. The board of privatization-bound Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd approved the merger of its gas 
subsidiary, Bharat Gas Resources Limited. The 
headquarters of BPCL is located in which state?

 (1) Maharashtra (2) Gujarat (3) Haryana 

 (4) Punjab (5) Goa

Q.178. The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
has successfully demonstrated free-space Quantum 
Communication over a distance of _____ metres, 
for the first time in the country. 

 (1) 700 (2) 500 (3) 200

 (4) 300 (5) 400

Q.179. The Gandhi Peace Prize for which of the following 
year has conferred to late Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman?

 (1) 2021 (2) 2020 (3) 2019

 (4) 2022 (5) 2018

Q.180. Which of the following country's next-generation 
mid-sized observation satellites successfully 
entered its target orbit and made its first contact 
with a base station.

 (1) South Sudan  (2) France

 (3) South Korea   (4) India

 (5) Germany

Q.181. Sagar Sarhadi, known for films like Kabhi Kabhi, 
Silsila, and Bazaar, passed away. He was related to 
which of the following field? 

 (1) Writer

 (2) Filmmaker

 (3) Writer & Filmmaker

 (4) Politician

 (5) Actor

Q.182. An agreement to implement the Ken-Betwa river 
link project was signed by the Jal Shakti Ministry 
and the governments of Madhya Pradesh and 
which of the following state?

 (1) Bihar   (2) Arunachal Pradesh

 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Uttar Pradesh

 (5) Himachal Pradesh

Q.183. Recently, GIFT is seen in the news. What is the full 
form of GIFT?

 (1) Gujarat International Fashion Tec-City

 (2) Gujarat International Finance Tec-City

 (3) Gujarat Innovative Fashion Tec-City

 (4) Goa Innovative Fashion Tec-City

 (5) Goa International Finance Tec-City

Q.184. Former Mumbai police commissioner Param Bir 
Singh took charge as the ________ of Maharashtra 
home guard. 

 (1) Director-General 

 (2) Inspector General 

 (3) Additional Director General

 (4) Deputy Commandant

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurated the Amar Ekushey book fair in Dhaka.
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 (5) Superintendent of Police

Q.185. India Legends defeated Sri Lanka Legends by 14 
runs in the final of the Road Safety World Series 
to clinch the title at Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh 
International Stadium. Narayan Singh International 
Stadium is located in which state?

 (1) Punjab  (2) Bihar

 (3) Chhattisgarh  (4) Uttar Pradesh

 (5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.186. Lee Zii Jia has won the All England Badminton 
Championships men's title. Lee Zii Jia is related to 
which of the following country?

 (1) Denmark (2) Malaysia (3) India

 (4) Switzerland (5) Japan

Q.187. Indian para-athlete Singhraj wins gold medal in 
the 2021 Para Shooting World Cup in which of the 
following country?

 (1) Denmark  (2) Malaysia

 (3) Switzerland  (4) United Arab Emirates

 (5) Japan

Q.188. Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar 
underlined the state government's commitment 
of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas as he inaugurated 
development projects worth Rs _____ in all 22 
districts in the state. 

 (1) 1,411 crore Rs  (2) 1,611 crore Rs 

 (3) 1,711 crore Rs  (4) 1,811 crore Rs 

 (5) 1,511 crore Rs 

Q.189. Arjun Kadhe of _____ and Telangana's Rashmika 
Bhamidipaty emerged the new national champions 
after winning their respective finals at "2020 the 
Project Tennis Hard Court Championships". 

 (1) Maharashtra  (2) Punjab

 (3) Chhattisgarh  (4) Uttar Pradesh

 (5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.190. Low-cost carrier GoAir operated the first night 
flight from Srinagar to _____, thus becoming the 
first airline in the history of Indian aviation to 
achieve this feat. 

 (1) Maharashtra  (2) Punjab

 (3) New Delhi  (4) Uttar Pradesh

 (5) Madhya Pradesh

Q.191. Which of the following bank has signed an 
agreements with Pakistan to provide a loan of USD 
1.336 Billion?

 (1) State Bank of India

 (2) Union Bank of India

 (3) Central Bank of India

 (4) World Bank

 (5) Asian Development Bank

Q.192. Lieutenant general PN Ananthanarayanan took 
over as the _____ Rising Star Corps commander.

 (1) 15th (2) 19th (3) 16th

 (4) 18th (5) 17th

Q.193. Jason Roy and Jonny Bairstow became the most 
frequent century partnership for which country in 
ODIs?

 (1) England  (2) India

 (3) Pakistan  (4) New Zealand

 (5) South Africa

Q.194. JSW Steel has completed the acquisition of the 
remaining 26.45 percent stake of which of the 
following company?

 (1) Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd

 (2) Indian Oil Corporation Ltd

 (3) Mahendra Education Private Ltd

 (4) JSW Vallabh Tinplate Pvt Ltd  

 (5) Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd

Q.195. Prime Minister Narendra Modi invited ______ 
Bangladeshi entrepreneurs to visit India to connect 
with the country's start-up and innovation eco-
system and meet its venture capitalists.

 (1) 60 (2) 55 (3) 50

 (4) 57  (5) 70

Q.196. Japan finalized loans and a grant totaling around 
233 Billion Yen for several key infrastructure 
projects including which phase of the Delhi Metro?

 (1) First (2) Fourth (3) Fifth

 (4) Sixth (5) Seventh

Q.197. Which of the following company has appointed 
Anish Shah as the Managing Director and Chief 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the “Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA): Catch the Rain (CTR)” 
campaign on 22nd March 2021 on occasion of World Water Day.
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Executive Officer?

 (1) Mahindra & Mahindra Limited

 (2) Indian Oil Corporation Limited

 (3) Mahendra Education Private Limited

 (4) JSW Vallabh Tinplate Private Limited  

 (5) Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited

Q.198. Who has inaugurated “Nature safari”?

 (1) Yogi Adityanath (2) Biplab Kumar Deb

 (3) Nitish Kumar  (4) Tirath Singh Rawat

 (5) Mamata Banerjee

Q.199. Which country's new music curriculum started for 
schools included Indian classical music, Bollywood 
hits and Bhangra beats?

 (1) England (2) India (3) France

 (4) Nepal (5) Bangladesh

Q.200. Haryana with how many gold medals topped the 
medal tally and walked away with the overall 
trophy in the sub-junior cadet freestyle event of the 
National Wrestling Championship?

 (1) 8 (2) 6  (3) 7

 (4) 5 (5) 4

Q.1.(2) Q.2.(3) Q.3.(1) Q.4.(3) Q.5.(3) Q.6.(5) Q.7.(1) Q.8.(1) Q.9.(4) Q.10.(4)

Q.11.(3) Q.12.(2) Q.13.(4) Q.14.(2) Q.15.(4) Q.16.(3) Q.17.(3) Q.18.(2) Q.19.(4) Q.20.(3)

Q.21.(1) Q.22.(2) Q.23.(2) Q.24.(5) Q.25.(4) Q.26.(3) Q.27.(5) Q.28.(1) Q.29.(3) Q.30.(1)

Q.31.(2) Q.32.(3) Q.33.(5) Q.34.(1) Q.35.(4) Q.36.(2) Q.37.(1) Q.38.(4) Q.39.(5) Q.40.(2)

Q.41.(2) Q.42.(4) Q.43.(1) Q.44.(4) Q.45.(1) Q.46.(2) Q.47.(5) Q.48.(2) Q.49.(4) Q.50.(3)

Q.51.(4) Q.52.(2) Q.53.(1) Q.54.(5) Q.55.(2) Q.56.(5) Q.57.(5) Q.58.(2) Q.59.(2) Q.60.(5)

Q.61.(4) Q.62.(2) Q.63.(5) Q.64.(1) Q.65.(3) Q.66.(1) Q.67.(4) Q.68.(2) Q.69.(4) Q.70.(3)

Q.71.(3) Q.72.(2) Q.73.(4) Q.74.(3) Q.75.(2) Q.76.(2) Q.77.(1) Q.78.(4) Q.79.(3) Q.80.(3)

Q.81.(3) Q.82.(2) Q.83.(4) Q.84.(2) Q.85.(1) Q.86.(3) Q.87.(2) Q.88.(4) Q.89.(1) Q.90.(1)

Q.91.(3) Q.92.(1) Q.93.(2) Q.94.(2) Q.95.(4) Q.96.(1) Q.97.(4) Q.98.(3) Q.99.(2) Q.100.(4)

Q.101.(3) Q.102.(2) Q.103.(4) Q.104.(1) Q.105.(4) Q.106.(2) Q.107.(1) Q.108.(4) Q.109.(2) Q.110.(3)

Q.111.(3) Q.112.(1) Q.113.(4) Q.114.(2) Q.115.(1) Q.116.(3) Q.117.(2) Q.118.(4) Q.119.(3) Q.120.(1)

Q.121.(2) Q.122.(4) Q.123.(1) Q.124.(3) Q.125.(2) Q.126.(4) Q.127.(1) Q.128.(3) Q.129.(2) Q.130.(4)

Q.131.(3) Q.132.(1) Q.133.(2) Q.134.(2) Q.135.(4) Q.136.(1) Q.137.(3) Q.138.(2) Q.139.(4) Q.140.(3)

Q.141.(3) Q.142.(1) Q.143.(4) Q.144.(2) Q.145.(4) Q.146.(3) Q.147.(1) Q.148.(3) Q.149.(2) Q.150.(4)

Q.151.(2) Q.152.(4) Q.153.(3) Q.154.(1) Q.155.(3) Q.156.(2) Q.157.(4) Q.158.(1) Q.159.(3) Q.160.(2)

Q.161.(2) Q.162.(1) Q.163.(3) Q.164.(4) Q.165.(3) Q.166.(3) Q.167.(1) Q.168.(4) Q.169.(3) Q.170.(2)

Q.171.(2) Q.172.(4) Q.173.(2) Q.174.(1) Q.175.(3) Q.176.(2) Q.177.(1) Q.178.(4) Q.179.(2) Q.180.(3)

Q.181.(3) Q.182.(4) Q.183.(2) Q.184.(1) Q.185.(3) Q.186.(2) Q.187.(4) Q.188.(1) Q.189.(1) Q.190.(3)

Q.191.(4) Q.192.(3) Q.193.(1) Q.194.(4) Q.195.(3) Q.196.(2) Q.197.(1) Q.198.(3) Q.199.(1) Q.200.(2)

ANSWER KEY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Finnish counterpart Sanna Marin announced an 
ambitious digital partnership that will facilitate research and development of 6G mobile 

technologies, quantum computing and digital transformation of teaching.
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Q.1. Who wrote Gita Rahasya ?
 (A) Lala Lajpat Rai
 (B) Bipin chandra Pal
 (C) Bal Gangadha tilak
 (D) Arvind Ghosh
Q.2. Who was the first secretary general of U.N.O from 

Asia?
 (A) Trigveli (B) U-thant
 (C) Ban-ki moon (D) Kofi Annan
Q.3. Which is the largest fresh water lake in India?
 (A) Wular lake (B) Chilka lake
 (C) Dul lake (D) Kolleru lake
Q.4. Who did not Revolted in reign of Jahangir?
 (A) Khusru  (B) Khurram
 (C) Mahavat khan (D) Mihar-un-nisa
Q.5. Which of the snake lives in the nest?
 (A) Cobra (B) Viper (C) Boa (D) Adder
Q.6. Which type of coal is of superior quality?
 (A) Peat  (B) Lignite
 (C) Bituminous (D) Anthracite
Q.7. Which term is not associated with Basket Ball?
 (A) Set Shot (B) Pack
 (C) Steal  (D) Foil
Q.8. What is not required for a candidate for nomination 

in the Presidential election?
 (A) There should be at least 50 endorsers and 50 

proposers.
 (B) 15000 rupees have to be deposited as collateral.
 (C) He has completed 35 years
 (D) He has the ability to be elected a member of 

Rajya Sabha.
Q.9. Which of the following rivers determine the 

boundary between Brazil and Paraguay?
 (A) Paraná River (B) Orinoco River
 (C) Amazon River (D) Nile River
Q.10. Which of the following river is 720 km in length?
 (A) Luni  (B) Damodar
 (C) Kosi  (D) Zaskar
Q.11. Which of the following qualifications is not 

necessary to become the President of India?
 (A) He is a citizen of India
 (B) He has completed the age of 35 years

 (C) Member of Lok Sabha has the ability to be 
elected

 (D) He has been a member of an assembly
Q.12. Which of the following is not an ore of Potassium?
 (A) Silvaine (B) Carnelite
 (C) Shonite (D) Galena
Q.13. Which of the following countries does not touch 

the border of Arunachal Pradesh?
 (A) China  (B) Bangladesh
 (C) Bhutan  (D) Myanmar
Q.14. Which is used to remove hardness of water ?
 (A) Selenium (B) Zeolite
 (C) Galium  (D) Palladium
Q.15. Function of photosynthesis is ___________.
 (A) Oxidation
 (B) Reduction
 (C) Oxidation and reduction
 (D) Osmosis
Q.16. Which is not an application of ultraronic waves?
 (A) For sending signals.
 (B) For measuring the depth of sea.
 (C) For cleaning cloths, aeroplanes and machinery 

parts of clocks.
 (D) None of the above
Q.17. The first example of 'Sati Pratha' appears in 

which dynasty?
 (A) Chalukyas (B) Pallava
 (C) Gupta  (D) Mauryan
Q.18. The absorption of the ultraviolet radiation of the 

sun by ozone occurs in which layer?
 (A) Troposphere (B) Stratosphere
 (C) Mesosphere (D) Exosphere
Q.19. Gol Gumbaj was built by __________.
 (A) Yusuf Adil Shah
 (B) Malik Ahmad
 (C) Muhammad Adil Shah
 (D) Quli Qutub Shah
Q.20. The term supercomputer was used for the first 

time?
 (A) In America (B) In Japan
 (C) In Canada (D) In South Korea
Q.21. The speed of subsonic missile is-

President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated a super specialty hospital of Rourkela Steel Plant.
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 (A) 1 Mac only (B) more than 1.2 Mac
 (C) more than 5 Macs (D) less than 1 Mac
Q.22. The specific gravity of liquids is measured by-
 (A) Photometer (B) Picnometer
 (C) Pyrometer (D) Radiometer
Q.23. In case of arrest and detention without trial, a 

citizen of India can invoke the following writ in 
the court to secure freedom-

 (A) Quo-Warranto (B) Habeas Corpus
 (C) Mandamus (D) Certiorari

Q.26-30. In the following passage some words have been 
deleted. Fill in the blanks with the help of the 
alternatives given. Select the most appropriate 
option for each blank.

 Deforestation ________ (P) the permanent 
destruction of forests in order to ________ (Q) 
the land available for other uses. It ________ (R) 
around the world, though tropical rain forests are 
particularly ________ (S). If current deforestation 
levels ________ (T), the world's rain forests 
may completely vanish in as little as 100 years, 
according to National Geographic.

Q.26. Select the most appropriate option for blank 
(P).

 (A) have (B) are (C) is (D) has
Q.27. Select the most appropriate option for blank 

(Q).
 (A) makes (B) make (C) made (D) making
Q.28. Select the most appropriate option for blank 

(R).
 (A) occurs  (B) occurred
 (C) occurring (D) occur
Q.29. Select the most appropriate option for blank 

(S).
 (A) targeted (B) robbed
 (C) looted  (D) aimed
Q.30. Select the most appropriate option for blank 

(T).
 (A) maintain (B) continue
 (C) follow  (D) proceed
Q.31. Select the most appropriate synonym of the 

given word.
 Demolish
 (A) Repair  (B) Taunt

Q.24. Gora and Chandalika is written by which Author?
 (A) Nirad C. chaudhury
 (B) Rabindra Nath Tagore
 (C) Kuldip Nayyar
 (D) Mulk Raj Anand
Q.25. Human kidney disorder is caused by the pollution 

of-
 (A) Cadmium (B) Iron
 (C) Cobalt  (D) Carbon

Power Minister R K Singh launched GRAM UJALA scheme in Varanasi, under which 
LED bulbs are distributed to households at a price of Rs 10 per piece.

SSC MTS/ENGLISH LANGUAGE
 (C) Reveal  (D) Dismantle
Q.32. Select the most appropriate word for the given 

group of words.
 Something no longer in use
 (A) Obdurate (B) Odious
 (C) Obsolete (D) Ominous
Q.33. Find the part of the given sentence that has 

an error in it. If there is no error, choose ‘No 
error’.

 My visiting to my family are few and far between. 
/No error

 (A) No error (B) few and far between
 (C) My visiting to (D) my family are
Q.34. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the 

blank.
 It is quite tough to ______ which candidate will 

win the presidential elections.
 (A) pretend (B) elect
 (C) predict  (D) argue
Q.35. Select the most appropriate antonym of the 

given word.
 Fluctuate
 (A) Stabilize (B) Mobilize
 (C) Waver  (D) Stumble
Q.36-37. In the following question, out of the given four 

alternatives, select the alternative which best 
expresses the meaning of the Idiom/Phrase.

Q.36. Fit as a fiddle
 (A) To play a melodious tune
 (B) In a perfectly healthy condition
 (C) A severe and conclusive test
 (D) To be a perfect match
Q.37. Nail-biting
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 (A) Suspenseful (B) Plentiful
 (C) Peaceful (D) Joyful
Q.38. Select the most appropriate option to substitute 

the underlined segment in the given sentence. 
If there is no need to substitute it, select No 
Improvement.

 The government seems to have no interest for the 
welfare of the common man.

 (A) any interest in (B) no interest to
 (C) No Improvement (D) no interest in
Q.39. Choose the correctly spelt word.
 (A) Dominent (B) Diseese
 (C) Deminish (D) Dependent
Q.40. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the 

blank.
 Though I am tall, I feel inferior ______ others.
 (A) to (B) than (C) upon (D) from
Q.41. Select the most appropriate antonym of the 

given word.
 Disperse
 (A) Gather  (B) Neglect
 (C) Send  (D) Hold
Q.42. Find the part of the given sentence that has 

an error in it. If there is no error, choose ‘No 
error’.

 She wanted telling you who you could approach 
for your problem. /No error

 (A) No error
 (B) who you could approach
 (C) for your problem
 (D) She wanted telling you
Q.43. Select the most appropriate option to substitute 

the underlined segment in the given sentence. 
If there is no need to substitute it, select No 
Improvement.

 I don't think many people will be able to attend the 
meeting tomorrow.

 (A) is able  (B) No improvement

 (C) have able (D) are able
Q.44. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the 

blank.
 I watched him ______.
 (A) to falling (B) to fell
 (C) fell  (D) fall
Q.45. Select the most appropriate synonym of the given 

word.
 Chide
 (A) Flatter  (B) Commend
 (C) Approve (D) Rebuke
Q.46. Select the most appropriate word for the given 

group of words.
 Something which leads to death
 (A) Fatal (B) Trial (C) Penal (D) Vital
Q.47. Select the most appropriate option to substitute 

the underlined segment in the given sentence. 
If there is no need to substitute it, select No 
Improvement.

 She insisted to driving her kids to school.
 (A) to be driving (B) on driving
 (C) to drive (D) No Improvement
Q.48. Find the part of the given sentence that has 

an error in it. If there is no error, choose ‘No 
error’.

 Their friendship will not last long. /No error
 (A) will not (B) last long
 (C) No error (D) Their friendship
Q.49. Choose the correctly spelt word.
 (A) Bachelar (B) Existence
 (C) Calender (D) Antedote
Q.50. Select the most appropriate option to fill in the 

blank.
 The businessman has ______ connections in the 

industry.
 (A) respective (B) respectable
 (C) receptive (D) responsible
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North Korea test fired its first ballistic missiles since President Joe Biden took office.

Q.51-54. The given Bar Graph presents the number of 
students of two schoolsfor six years.

Q.51. What is the ratio of students taken for all years 
together from School B to that from school A?

 (A) 370: 429 (B) 415: 401
 (C) 401: 415 (D) 429: 370
Q.52. In which year, the absolute difference between the 

numbers of students in two schools is the highest?
 (A) 2012 (B) 2011 (C) 2013 (D) 2010
Q.53. In which year, the percentage increase in students 

in school B is the highest in comparison to its 
previous year?

 (A) 2010 (B) 2013 (C) 2009 (D) 2011
Q.54. What is the average number of students from 

school B during the six year period (correct to two 
decimal places)?

 (A) 656.17  (B) 664.37
 (C) 616.67  (D) 660.17
Q.55. The chord of the contact of tangents drawn from 

point on the circle x2 + y2 = a2 to the circle x2 + y2 = 
b2 touches the circle x2 + y2 = c2 such that bp = amcn 

where m, n, p  N, and m, n, p are prime to each 
other, then the value of 2m + n + 2p – 3 is:

 (A) 5 (B) 4 (C) 6 (D) 2
Q.56. In triangle ABC, the length of BC is less than twice 

the length of AB by 3 cm. The length of the AC 
exceeds the length of AB by 9 cm. The perimeter 
of the triangle is 34 cm. The length (in cm) of the 
smaller side of the triangle is:

 (A) 10 (B) 7 (C) 9 (D) 8
Q.57. Two students, A and B, appeared for an 

examination. A secured 8 marks more than B and 
the marks of the former was 55% of the sum of 
their marks. The sum of the marks obtained by A 
and B is:

 (A) 75 (B) 100 (C) 90 (D) 80

Q.58. The simplified value of  
is

 (A)  (B)  (C)  (D) 

Q.59. A dealer buys an article marked at ̀ 20000 with two 
successive discounts of 20% and 5%. He spends 
`1000 for its repair and sells it for `20000. What 
is his profit /loss percent (correct to two decimal 
places)?

 (A) 25.64% loss (B) 25.64% profit
 (C) 23.46% profit (D) 23.64% loss
Q.60. The sum of salaries of A and B is ̀ 43000. A spends 

95% of his salary and B spends 80% of his salary. 
If their savings are the same, what is A’s salary (in 
`)?

 (A) 8000 (B) 34400 (C) 10600 (D) 35000
Q.61. If

  , 
then the value of y is:

 (A)  (B) – 1 (C) 1 (D) 

Q.62. If  and ,  then the 

value of  is

 (A)  (B) 1 (C)  (D) 

Q.63. If  and , then the value of 2 
tan2x – 3 cosec2x is:

 (A) 10 (B) 8 (C) 2 (D) 4
Q.64. Two numbers are in the ratio 3: 4. On increasing 

each of them by 30, the ratio becomes 9: 10. The 
sum of the numbers is:

 (A) 35 (B) 30 (C) 32 (D) 25

Q.65. If  then the value of  is:

 (A)  (B) 
 (C) – 52  (D) 52
Q.66. There are two circles of radius 5 cm and 3 cm 

respectively. The distance between their centres is 
10 cm. The length (in cm) of a transverse common 
tangent is:

 (A) 9 (B) 8 (C) 10 (D) 6
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Nepal and Bangladesh have signed four agreements to enhance their ties in areas such as tourism, 

connectivity and cultural exchange. 

Q.67. If (x – 8)3 + (2x + 16)3 + (2x – 13)3 = 3 (x – 8) (2x 
+ 16) (2x – 13), then what is the value of x?

 (A) 1 (B) – 1 (C) 0 (D) 0.7
Q.68. If an 8-digit number 30x558y2 is divisible by 88, 

then the value of (6x + 6y) is:
 (A) 30 (B) 35 (C) 42 (D) 66
Q.69. A person purchased a vehicle for ̀ 489828 and sold 

it for ̀ 589828. What is the profit percent he earned 
on this vehicle (correct to two decimal places)?

 (A) 25% (B) 15% (C) 18.65% (D) 20.42%
Q.70. Simplify: 

 ?
 (A) 2b (B) 1 (C) 0 (D) 3b
Q.71. Ram and Shyam undertook a work for Rs 5600. 

Ram alone can do the work in 5 days and Shyam 
alone can do the work in 9 days. If they work 
together, then what will be the difference (in Rs.) 
in the amount they receive?

 (A) 1800 (B) 2400 (C) 2200 (D) 1600

Q.72. A man covered a certain distance by a train at the 
speed of 40 km/hr and covers the same distance 
back by walking at the speed of 8 km/hr. If the 
whole journey took 12 hours, then what is the one 
side distance (in km)?

 (A) 80 (B) 60 (C) 90 (D) 100
Q.73. The sum of three numbers is 67. If the ratio of the 

first number to the second number is 3:5 and that 
of the second number to the third number is 4:7, 
then what is the second number?

 (A) 20 (B) 24 (C) 18 (D) 16
Q.74. If the line DE is drawn parallel to the base BC of 

a triangle ABC by intersecting the other two sides, 
then which of the following is the correct equation 
for this case.

 (A) AB/DB=AC/AE (B) AD/AB=DB/EC
 (C) AD/DB=AE/EC (D) AD/DB=AC/EC
Q.75. The average of 8 consecutive integers is 23/2. 

What is the average of first three integers?
 (A) 9 (B) 19/2 (C) 8 (D) 10

SSC MTS/REASONING
Q.76-78. What will come in place of question mark in 

the following question?
Q.76. -2, 4, 22, 58, 118, ?
 (A) 208 (B) 216 (C) 209 (D) 207
Q.77. 6, 12, 48, 288, 2304, ?
 (A) 230400 (B) 43040
 (C) 23040  (D) 4304
Q.78. 7, 36, 185, 736, 2211, ?
 (A) 4422 (B) 4420 (C) 4421 (D) 4424
Q.79. In a row, Rajesh is 8th to the right of Shyam who 

is 21 from the right corner. If there are 33 students 
in the row then find the position of Rajesh from the 
left corner?

 (A) 21 (B) 13 (C) 22 (D) 20
Q.80. Ram and Rajni were walking towards each other 

in the evening. At that time shadow of Rajni was 
towards her right then find out in which direction 
was Ram facing?

 (A) North (B) South (C) East (D) West
Q.81. A is the brother of B, B is the daughter of C and D 

is the father of A. How is C related to D?
 (A) Husband (B) Wife
 (C) Son  (D) Daughter
Q.82. A's age is 47 years and B's age is 13 year. In how 

many years will the A's age be double of B's age?

 (A) 20 (B) 19 (C) 21 (D) 15
Q.83. In a certain code language DRAVID is written as 

194494 then what will be the code for KAMBLI in 
that code language?

 (A) 412329 (B) 412229
 (C) 412214  (D) 412932
Q.84. In a certain code language GOAL is coded as 20 

then what will be the code of WISDOM in that 
code language?

 (A) 40 (B) 42 (C) 59 (D) 63
Q.85. Find the missing number from the given options.

 
 (A) 76 (B) 78 (C) 80 (D) 81
Q.86. Find the missing number from the given options.

 
 (A) 2 (B) 4 (C) 6 (D) 8
Q.87. Find the missing number from the given options.
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 (A) 40 (B) 30 (C) 38 (D) 52
Q.88-90. Choose the odd word/letter/number from the 

given alternatives.
Q.88. (A) (76, 19) (B) (69, 23)
 (C) (91, 27) (D) (138, 23)
Q.89. (A) XEAE (B) GLLF (C) KJFH (D) TDFE
Q.90. (A) 216 (B) 729 (C) 1313 (D) 1728
Q.91-93. Select the related word/letter/number from the 

given alternatives.
Q.91. JKQ : PQW : : RKP : ?
 (A) XPX (B) XOW (C) XQV (D) XQU
Q.92. 2197 : 13 : : 2744 : ?
 (A) 15 (B) 24 (C) 12 (D) 14
Q.93. CPJR : IQKX : : IRCT : ?
 (A) GXIR (B) RIGX (C) GXRI (D) IRGX
Q.94. At what angle the hands of a clock are inclined at 

20 minutes past 5?

 (A) 165o (B) 40o (C)  (D) 72o

Q.95. Find out the set of numbers among the four set of 
alternatives which is most like the set given in the 
question. Given set (32, 24, 8)

 (A) 42, 34, 16 (B) 24, 16, 0
 (C) 34, 24, 14 (D) 26, 32, 42
Q.96. If today is Thursday then what will be the day after 

24 days?
 (A) Monday (B) Saturday

 (C) Sunday  (D) Tuesday
Q.97-99. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 7 students P, Q, R, S, T, U and V have given an 

exam. Each of them has got different marks.
 (1) P always score more than Q.
 (2) V always score more than P.
 (3) Each time either R score highest or T score 

lowest or S score highest then U or Q score lowest.
Q.97.  If R scores the second position then what will be 

the position of S?
 (A) First  (B) Sixth
 (C) Fourth  (D) Can't be determined
Q.98. If V's rank is 5th then which of the following 

statement will be true?
 (A) S's score is lowest.
 (B) S's score is highest.
 (C) R's score is highest.
 (D) Can't be determined
Q.99. If R's rank is 2nd and Q's rank is 5th then which of 

the following statement can be true?
 (A) P's rank is 6th.
 (B) U gets the lowest score.
 (C) R gets the highest score.
 (D) None of these
Q.100. Which number is opposite to 5?

 
 (A) 2 (B) 1 (C) 3 (D) 6

Malaysia's Lee Zii Jia has won the All England Badminton Championships men's title as he defeated 
Denmark's Viktor Axelsen in the summit clash.
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EXPLANATION/SSC MTS/GENERAL AWARENESS
Q.1.(C) Bal Gangadhar Tilak wrote Gita Rahasya.
Q.2.(B) U-thant was the First Secretary general of 

U.N.O from Asia.
Q.3.(A)  Wular lake is the largest fresh water lake in India.
Q.4.(D) His reign was marked by several revolts, his son 

khusru, Khurram (Shahjahan) son of Jahangir 
and Mahavat khan , Military general Jahangir 
had revolted. Mihar-un-Nisa (Nurjahan) had 
not Revolted in reign of Jahangir.

Q.5.(A) Cobra is the only snake which makes the nests.
Q.6.(D) Anthracite coal is superior quality coal and 

hardest form.
Q.7.(D) Foil term is associated with table Tennis.
Q.8.(D) The nomination of the President is not necessary 

for the candidate to be a member of the Rajya 
Sabha for nomination, as the qualification to 
be elected a member of the Lok Sabha is a 
necessary condition for becoming the President.

Q.9.(A) The Paraná river determines the boundary 
between Brazil and Paraguay.

Q.10.(C) Kosi river is 720 km in length. It originates 
from Gosainanthan in eastern Nepal. It is called 
'Mourning of Bihar'.

Q.11.(D) To become the President of India, it is not necessary 
that he has been a member of any assembly.

Q.12.(D) Galena is not an ore of potassium. It is an ore of 
lead.

Q.13.(B) The border of Bangladesh touches West Bengal, 
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram.

Q.14.(B) Zeolite is used to remove hardness of water.
Q.15.(C) Function of photosynthesis is oxydation and 

reduction.

Q.16.(D) The term ultrasound is used for sound waves 
whose frequency is so high that it is not heard 
by human ears. Generally, the range of human 
hearing is from 20 to 20,000 vibrations per 
second. Therefore, a sound with a frequency 
of more than 20,000 is called ultrasonic 
waves.

Q.17.(C) The first example of 'Sati Pratha' appears in 
Gupta time 510 A.D. In Eran in Madhya pradesh 
(Bhanugupta Eran Incription -510 AD )

Q.18.(B) Absorption of the ultra violet radiation of the 
sun by ozone occures in Stratosphere.

Q.19.(C) Gol Gumbaj was built by Muhammad Adil Shah.
Q.20.(A) The term supercomputer was first used in 

America in the year 1929.
Q.21.(D) The speed of subsonic missile is less than 1 

Mach (velocity of sound).
Q.22.(B) Specific gravity of liquids is measured with 

pycnometer.
Q.23.(B) In case of arrest and detention without trial, a 

citizen of India can invoke the Habeas Corpus 
writ in the Court to secure freedom. Habeas 
Corpus which requires a person under arrest to 
be brought before a judge or into court ensures 
that a prisoner can be released from unlawful 
detention, in other words, detention lacking 
sufficient cause or evidence.

Q.24.(B) Chitrangada, Getanjali, Gora, Chandalika, 
Visarjana and Hungry Stones are written by 
Rabindra Nath Tagore.

Q.25.(A) Human kidney disorder is caused by the 
pollution of cadmium.

Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd appointed Anish Shah as the Managing Director and Chief Executive 
Officer.

EXPLANATION/SSC MTS/ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.26.(C) singular helping verb for singular subject.
Q.27.(B) ‘to’ takes base form of verb after it.
Q.28.(A) Occur (v) - happen; take place.
Q.29.(A) Target (v) - aim or direct (something).
 For other options-
 Loot (v) - steal goods from (a place), typically 

during a war or riot.
 Rob (v) - take property unlawfully from (a 

person or place) by force or threat of force.
Q.30.(B) Continue (v) - persist in an activity or process.
Q.31.(D) Demolish (v) - pull or knock down (a building).
 Dismantle (v) - take (a machine or structure) to 

pieces.

 For other options-
 Taunt (v) - provoke or challenge (someone) 

with insulting remarks.
Q.32.(C) For other options-
 Obdurate (adj.) - stubbornly refusing to change 

one's opinion or course of action.
 Odious (adj.) - extremely unpleasant.
 Ominous (adj.) - giving the worrying impression 

that something bad is going to happen.
Q.33.(D) ‘is’ should replace ‘are’ as the subject is singular 

(my visiting).
Q.34.(C) Predict (v) - say or estimate that (a specified 

thing) will happen in the future or will be a 
consequence of something.
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Low cost carrier GoAir operated the first night flight from Srinagar to New Delhi, thus becoming the 

first airline in the history of Indian aviation to achieve this feat. 

 For other options-
 Pretend (v) - lay claim to (a quality or title).
Q.35.(A) Fluctuate (v) - rise and fall irregularly in number 

or amount.
 Stabilize (v) - make or become unlikely to 

change, fail, or decline.
 For other options-
 Mobilize (v) - make (something) movable or 

capable of movement.
 Waver (v) - move in a quivering way; flicker.
 Stumble (v) - trip or momentarily lose one's 

balance; almost fall.
Q.36.(B) e.g. - He is fit as a fiddle for this job.
Q.37.(A) e.g. - The final game was certainly nail-biting.
Q.38.(D) "Interest for" carries a broader, less instance 

specific whereas the interest is specified here, 
so, ‘in’ will be used.

Q.39.(D) The correct word is ‘Dependent’.
 The correct spelling of other options are – 

Dominant, Disease and Diminish.
Q.40.(A) ‘inferior’, ‘superior’, ‘prefer’, etc. take ‘to’ with 

them.
Q.41.(A) Disperse (v) - distribute or spread over a wide 

area.
 For other options-
 Neglect (v) - fail to care for properly.

Q.42.(D) ‘to tell’ should replace ‘telling’
Q.43.(B) No improvement.
Q.44.(D) Some verbs such as watch, see, hear, etc. (stative 

verbs) are followed by bare infinitive.
Q.45.(D) Chide (v) - scold or rebuke.
 For other options-
 Flatter (v) - cause (someone) to feel honoured 

and pleased.
 Commend (v) - praise formally or officially.
Q.46.(A) For other options-
 Trial (n) - a test of the performance, qualities, or 

suitability of someone or something.
 Penal (adj.) - (of an act or offence) punishable 

by law.
Q.47.(B) ‘insist’ takes ‘on’ with it.
Q.48.(C) No error.
Q.49.(B) The correct word is ‘Existence’.
 The correct spelling of other options are – 

Bachelor, Calendars and Antidote.
Q.50.(B) Respectable (adj.) - regarded by society to be 

good, proper, or correct.
 For other options-
 Respective (adj.) - belonging or relating separately 

to each of two or more people or things.
 Receptive (adj.) - willing to consider or accept 

new suggestions and ideas.

EXPLANATION/SSC MTS/QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE
Q.51.(A) Required ratio
 = (550 + 820 + 600 + 750 + 500 + 480): (640 + 

800 + 500 + 700 + 900 + 750)
 = 3700: 4290 = 370: 429
Q.52.(A) 2012
Q.53.(C) 2009
Q.54.(C) Required average number =

  = 616.67

Q.55.(B) r22 = r1r3
 b2 = ac
 On comparing, we get
 p = 2, m = 1 and n = 1
 2m + n + 2p – 3 = 2 × 1 + 1 + 2 × 2 – 3
 = 7 – 3 = 4
Q.56.(B) AB = x

 AC = x + 9
 BC = 2x – 3
 According to the question,
 x + x + 9 + 2x – 3 = 34
 4x = 28
 x = 7
Q.57.(D)  A = x + 8
 B = x
 According to the question,
 x + 8 = (x + x + 8) × 0.55
 x + 8 = 1.1x + 4.4
 0.1x = 3.6
 x = 36
 Sum of the marks = 2x + 8 = 80
Q.58.(C) 
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=

Q.59.(C) Total C.P. = 20000 ×  + 1000 = 15200 
+ 1000 = 16200

 Profit % =  = 23.46%

Q.60.(B) A + B = 43000 … (i)
 0.05 × x = 0.20 × y
 x: y = 4: 1

 A’s salary =  = 34400
Q.61.(C)

 

 2 – (2/3) – y = (y/3)
 4/3 = 4y/3
 y = 1
Q.62.(C)  

 

Q.63.(C) 

 
x = 240o

 2 tan2x – 3 cosec2x = 2 × tan2 (240o) – 3 cosec2 
(240o)

 = 2 × 3 – 3 × (4/3)
 = 6 – 4 = 2
Q.64.(A) (3x + 30): (4x + 30) = 9: 10
 30x + 300 = 36x + 270

 6x = 30
 x = 5
 Sum of the numbers = 7 × 5 = 35
Q.65.(D) 

 

 x3 + x– 3 = 52
Q.66.(D) Required length = 
 = 6 cm
Q.67.(A) x – 8 + 2x + 16 + 2x – 13 = 0
 5x = 5
 x = 1
Q.68.(C) 8y2 should be divisible by 8.
 y = 3
 and (3 + x + 5 + y) – (0 + 5 + 8 + 2) = 0
 11 + x – 15 = 0
 x = 4
 6x + 6y = 6 × 4 + 6 × 3 = 24 + 18 = 42

Q.69.(D) Profit = = 20.42%
Q.70.(A) 

 
Q.71.(D) 

 
Q.72.(A) 

 
Q.73.(A) a : b = 3 : 5
 b : c = 4 : 7
 a : b : c = 12 : 20 : 35

Lieutenant general PN Ananthanarayanan took over as the 16th Rising Star Corps commander. 
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 a+b+c= 67
 b = 20
Q.74.(C) 

 

 AD/DB=AE/EC
Q.75.(A) 

 
 First three numbers = 8, 9, 10
 Average = 9

Q.73.(A) 13-3, 23-4, 33-5, 43-6, 53-7, 63-8 = 208
Q.77.(C)  ×2, × 4, ×6, ×8, ×10 = 23040
Q.78.(B) ×6-6, ×5+5, ×4-4, ×3+3, ×2-2
Q.79.(A) Total= 33

 
Q.80.(B) 

 
Q.81.(B) 

 
Q.82.(C) 47 + 21 = 68
 13 + 21 = 34
Q.83.(D)

 
Q.84.(B) GOAL = 4 Letters
 So, (4)2+4 = 20
 Similarly
 WISDOM = 6 Letters
 So, (6)2 + 6 = 42
Q.85.(D) 23 + 21 + 22 = 66
 25 + 27 + 29 = 81
Q.86.(D)  14 × 2 = 28, 7 × 4 = 28

EXPLANATION/SSC MTS/REASONING
 10 × 3 = 30, 10 × 3 = 30
 22 × 4 = 88, 11 × 8 = 88
Q.87.(A) 

 
Q.88.(C) 91 is not divisible by 27.
Q.89.(B) Except GLLF, the sum of all the letters in the 

other options is 35.
Q.90.(C) Except 1313 all others are cube.
Q.91.(C) 

 
Q.92.(D) 2197 = 133, 2744 = 143

Q.93.(A) Opposite
Q.94.(B)

 
Q.95.(B) 

 
Q.96.(C)
Q.97.(A) 
Q.98.(B)  
Q.99.(B)  
Q.100.(A)

Kangana Ranaut has won the title of best actress at the 67th National Film Awards for her work in 
Manikarnika and Panga.
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iz-1&3- uhps fn, x, x|ka'k dks /;kuiwoZd if<+, vkSj bl ij vk/
kkfjr ç'uksa ds mÙkj nhft,A x|ka'k ds vuqlkj] fn, x, 
fodYiksa esa ls lcls mi;qä fodYi dk p;u dhft,\

 ;g tks LFkwy lw{e dh vksj vxzlj gksrk gS] tks dqN 
tSlk gksus okyk gS] mldks oSlk gh u ekudj tSlk gksuk 
pkfg,] mldh vksj tkus dk ç;Ru gS] ;gh euq"; dh 
euq";rk gSA vusd ckrksa esa euq"; vkSj i'kq esa dksbZ Hksn 
ugha gSA euq"; i'kq dh voLFkk ls gh vxzlj gksdj bl 
voLFkk esa vk;k gSA blfy, og LFkwy dks NksM+dj jg 
ugha ldrkA fuo`Zr djuk vkSj nwljk lw{e ls lw{erj rRo 
dh vksj c<+us okyh viuh Å/kZ~oxkeuh o`fÙk dks lUrq"V 
djuk vkgkj&fuæk vkfn ds lk/ku Hkh euq"; dks tqVkus 
iM+rs gSaA ;fn~i euq";&cqf) us buesa Hkh deky dk mRd"kZ 
fn[kk;k gS] ij ç;kstu&ç;kstu gh gSA ç;kstu ls tks vrhr 
gS] tgk¡ euq"; dh vufnfuo`fÙk gh pfjrkFkZ gksrh gS] ogk¡ 
euq"; dh Å/kZ~oxkfeuh o`fÙk dks lUrks"k gksrk gSA T;ksa&R;ksa 
euq"; la?kc) gksdj jgus dk vH;Lr gqvkA bl laxBu 
dks nks"kghu vkSj xfr'khy cukus ds fy, mlus naM iqjLdkj 
dh O;oLFkk Hkh dh] bl ckrksa dks ,d 'kCn esa ^lH;rk* 
dgrs gSaA vkfFkZd&O;oLFkk]jktuhfrd&laxBu uSfrd&ijEijk 
vkSj lkSUn;Zcks/k dks rhozdj djus dh ;kstuk] ;s lH;rk 
ds pkj LrEHk gSaA bl lcds lfEefyr çHkko ls laLd`fr 
curh gSA lH;rk euq"; ds ckºzk ç;kstuksa dk lgtyH; 
djus dk fo/kku gS vkSj laLd`fr ç;kstukrhr vUrj vkUun 
dh vfHkO;fäA euq"; i'kqvksa dh rjg viuh vkgkj] fuæk 
Hk; vkSj eSFkqu dh fLFkfr ls larq"V ugha gqvkA viuh 
cqf) vkSj foosd ds cy ls og vkxs c<+k vkSj tks dqN 
çR;{k gS] LFkwy gS] mlds vUrjky esa çfo"B gksdj og 
;g tkuus ds ç;kl ls yxk fd bl çR;{k txr dh l`f"V 
vkf[kj dSls gqbZ] mldk l`f"VdrkZ dkSu gSA ftl [kkst dh 
ço`fÙk ls euq"; bl fu"d"kZ ij igq¡pk] mldh mlh ço`fÙk 
dk uke m/kZ~oxkeuh ço`fÙk gSA m/kZ~oxkfeuh ço`fÙk dh ,d 
fo'ks"krk vkSj Hkh gSA og ;FkkfLFkfr ls larq"V ugha gksrh] 
tks gS mlls lmls larks"k ugha gksrkA og euq"; ds fy, ,d 
ds ckn ,d Åapk y{; fu/kkZfjr djrh jgrh gSA euq"; dh 
euq";rk esa tks fujUrj fodkl gksrk vk;k gSA mldk jgL; 
mldh blh m/kZ~oxkeuh ço`fÙk esa gSA euq"; dks loZçFke 
viuh LFkwy nSfgd vko';drkvksa dh iwfrZ djuh iM+rh 
gSA bl Lrj ij i'kq ls mldh fLFkfr dqN [kkl fHkUu ugh 
gksrhA euq"; dks i'kq ls vyx mls cqf) vkSj foosd ds 
vfrfjä ojnku feys gSaA mudh larqf"V Hkh vko';d gSA 

bl çdkj euq"; dks nks drZO;ksa dk ikyu djuk iM+ jgk 
gS& ,d dks ge HkkSfrd vko';drkvksa dh iwfrZ dg ldrs 
gS] nwljs dks vk/;kfRed vko';drkvksa dh iwfrZA laLd`fr 
dks ys[kd us lH;rk ds ç;kstukrhr vUrj vkuan dh 
vfHkO;fä dgk gSA rkRi;Z gS fd lH;rk dk Nuk&fu[kjk 
:i laLd`fr lw{e oLrq gS] mldh lw{e vfHkO;fä gekjs 
çfrfnu ds jgu&lgu] [kku&iku vkSj ckr&O;ogkj esa gksrh 
gSA gekjs ns'k dh laLd`fr vk/;kReoknh jgh gS] mldk 
n'kZu gekjs ;gk¡ dh thou&'kSyh esa gksrk gSA

iz-1- euq"; dh Å/kZ~oxkfeuh o`fÙk ls D;k rkRi;Z gS\

 (A) euq"; i'kqvks dh rjg vkgkj]fuæ]Hk; ls larq"V gks 
x;kA

 (B) euq"; vius cqf) vkSj foosd ds cys ls vkxs ugh 
c<+kA

 (C) euq"; dh euq";rk esa fujUrj fodkl gksukA

 (D) euq"; vius deksaZ ds dkj.k ;FkkfLFkfr ls larq"V gks 
x;kA

iz-2- euq"; dks fdu&fdu drZO;ksa dk fuokZg djuk iM+rk gS\

 (A) euq"; dks flQZ HkkSfrd drZO;ksa dk ikyu djuk iM+rk 
gSA

 (B) euq"; dks flQZ vk/;kfRed drZO;ksa dk ikyu djuk 
iM+rk gS

 (C) euq"; dks viuh nSfud vko'drkvks dh iwfrZ dk 
ikyu djuk iM+rk gSA

 (D) euq"; dks HkkSfrd vkSj vk/;kfRed nksuks drZO;ksa dk 
ikyu djuk iM+rk gSA

iz-3- fn;s x;s x|ka'k ds vuqlkj laLd`fr dk fuekZ.k dSls gksrk 
gS\

 (A) lkekftd vuq'kklu vkSj lH;rk }kjk

 (B) lkekftd vuq'kklu vkSj laLdkj }kjk

 (C) 1 vkSj 2 nksuks

 (D) lkekftd vuq'kklu vkSj HkkSfrd lqfo/kkvks ds }kjk

iz-4- fuEufyf[kr esa ls dkSu&lk ewy nh?kZ Loj ugha gSa\

 (A) vk (B) bZ (C) Å (D) vks

iz-5- fdlh in] miokD; vkfn dh fo'ks"krk fn[kkus ds fy, 
'kCn ds uhps ,d js[kk [khaprs gSa mls dgrs gSa\

 (A) ;kstd js[kk fpUg (B) Vhdklwpdjs[kk fpUg

 (C) v/kksjs[kk fpUg (D) fr;Zd js[kk fpUg

UPSI/HINDI LANGUAGE

JSW Steel has completed the acquisition of the remaining 26.45 stake of JSW Vallabh Tinplate Pvt 
Ltd.
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iz-6- 'kq) orZuh dk p;u dhft,\

 (A) vUR;k{kjh (B) iwT;uh;

 (C) rnksijkUr (D) dfof;=h

iz-7- ^oS/kO;* ,d Hkkookpd laKk gS] tks fd fo'ks"k.k------------
-------ls cuk gSA

 (A) oS/k (B) oS/kkfud (C) fookg (D) fo/kok

iz-8- ^lqxaf/kr dLrwjh ds yksHkh f'kdkjh jktLFkkuh fgj.kksa dk 
voS/k f'kdkj djrs gSa*& okD; esa gS\

 (A) rhu fo'ks"k.k vkSj rhu fo'ks";

 (B) nks fo'ks"k.k vkSj nks fo'ks";

 (C) pkj fo'ks"k.k vkSj pkj fo'ks";

 (D) rhu fo'ks"k.k vkSj pkj fo'ks";

iz-9- ^og ges'kk vius HkkbZ dk xhr xkrk jgrk gSA* okD; esa 
vO;; in gSA

 (A) og (B) ges'kk (C) vius (D) xhr

iz-10- fuEufyf[kr esa ls L=hfyax 'kCn dks igpkfg,\

 (A) tqjkZc (B) ?kk?kjk (C) itkek (D) d'khnkdkj

iz-11- ^eSus lsc ys fy;k gS* dk cgqopu D;k gksxk\

 (A) geus lsc ys fy;s gSaA

 (B) eSaus lsc ys fy;s gSaA

 (C) geus lsc ys fy;k gSA

 (D) eSaus lsc fy;s gSa

iz-12- dkSu&lk okD; vklUu Hkwrdky esa gS\

 (A) rw vkrk rks eSa tkrkA (B) eksgu vk;k] lhrk x;h

 (C) eSaus vke [kk;k gSA (D) og vk;k FkkA

iz-13- ^mlls vPNs rks vki gS* esa dkSu&lk dkjd gS\

 (A) vf/kdj.k (B) viknku

 (C) dj.k  (D) lacks/ku

iz-14- ^vaxhBh* dk rRle :i gS\

 (A) vfXudk  (B) vafuf"Bdk

 (C) vfXuf"Bdk (D) vfXuf"Bdh

iz-15- fuEufyf[kr 'kCnksa esa ,d rn~Hko 'kCn gS\

 (A) fogx (B) i{kh (C) [kx (D) iaNh

iz-16- fgUnh Hkk"kk esa fuEufyf[kr esa ls dkSu&lk 'kCn Ýsap Hkk"kk 
ls fy;k x;k gS\

 (A) xkMZ (B) lwVdsl (C) dkjrwl (D) vyekjh

iz-17- fdl 'kCn esa ^vk* milxZ ugha gS\

 (A) vijk/k (B) vi;'k (C) vieku (D) viefr

iz-18- ^vofu* dk foykse 'kCn gS\

 (A) /kjk (B) 'k'kkad (C) vEcj (D) flrkjk

iz-19- i;kZ;okph dh n`f"V ls ,d oxZ 'kq) gS\

 (A) bUæ] jrh'k] lgL=k{k] e?kok

 (B) ?kj] fudsru] vk;ru] fuy;

 (C) ;equk] dkfyUnh] Hkkuqru;k] tkºzoh

 (D) oL=] ikVd] vEcj] phj

iz-20- ldy&'kdy dk vFkZ D;k gksrk gS\

 (A) dyk vkSj d`fr (B) lu~ vkSj laoR

 (C) laiw.kZ vkSj va'k (D) lcy vkSj fucZy

iz-21- okD;ka'kks ds fy, ,d 'kCn crkb,\

 ^ftls çek.k }kjk fln~ u fd;k tk lds*

 (A) vçekf.kr (B) vçes;

 (C) vuqçes;  (D) vçkekf.kd

iz-22- ^Hkw/kZ~o* dk laf/k foPNsn gS&

 (A) Hkw% + /o (B) Hkq% + /o

 (C) Hkw% + m/kZ~o (D) Hkw% + o

iz-23- ^xq:nso* 'kCn esa dkSu&lk lekl gS\

 (A) deZ/kkj; lekl (B) rÙkiq:"k lekl

 (C) cgqozhfg lekl (D) vO;;hHkko lekl

iz-24- fuEufyf[kr fodYiks esa ls 'kq) okD; pqfu,&

 (A) eSaus rhu dqflZ;k¡ [kjhnhaA

 (B) esjs HkkbZ ds 'kknh ds fy, vusdksa çLrko vk;sA

 (C) nknh dk çk.k fudy x;kA

 (D) pkj vkneh ds fy, [kkuk cuk nksA

iz-25- fuEufyf[kr okD;ksa esa muds çFke rFkk vfUre la[;k 
va'k la[;k 1 ls 6 ds vUrxZr fn;s x;s gSaA chp okys 
pkj va'k ¼;½] ¼j½] ¼y½] ¼o½ ds vUrxZr fcuk Øe 
ds gS pkjks va'kksa dks mfpr Øekuqlkj O;ofLFkr dj lgh 
fodYi pqusaA

 ¼1½ f'k{kk ds }kjk ,sls ukxfjd

 ¼;½ dY;k.k ds fy,

 ¼j½ viuk loZLo cfynku

 ¼y½ rS;kj gksus pkfg, tks

 ¼o½ lekt dY;k.k o jk"Vª

 ¼6½ djus dks rS;kj jgsa

Jason Roy and Jonny Bairstow became the most frequent century partnership for England in ODIs.
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 (A) j y o ; (B) ; j y o

 (C) y o ; j (D) o ; j y

iz-26- fn;s x;s fodYiksa esa ls lgh dk p;u dj fjä LFkku iw.kZ 
dhft,A

 ijHk`r]---------------------dk i;kZ; gSA

 (A) jax (B) dks;y (C) cxqyk (D) lk¡i

iz-27- vkyEcu vkSj míhiu foHkkoksa ds dkj.k mRiUu Hkkoksa dks 
ckgj çdkf'kr djus okys dk;Z dgykrs gSa&

 (A) foHkko  (B) vuqHkko

 (C) lapkjh Hkko (D) LFkk;h Hkko

iz-28- ^jkedFkk lqUnj djrkjh]

 lal; fogx mM+kou gkjh*

 bl iafä esa dkSu&lk NUn gS\

 (A) nksgk (B) lksjBk (C) jksyk (D) pkSikbZ

iz-29- ^fpjthokS tksjh tqjS D;ksa u lusg x¡HkhjA

 dks ?kfV ;s o`"kHkkuqtk os gy/kj ds chj*AA

 çLrqr iafä esa dkSu&lk vyadkj gS\

 (A) :id vyadkj (B) 'ys"k vyadkj

 (C) miek vyadkj (D) çrhi vyadkj

iz-30- ^vn`'; 'k=q* vFkZ ds vuq:i mi;qä eqgkojk gS&

 (A) ehBh Nqjh

 (B) isV esa nk<+h

 (C) eq¡g esa jke cxy esa Nqjh

 (D) vkLrhu dk lk¡i

iz-31- ^rqPN euq"; dh fe=rk 'kh?kz gh lekIr gks ldrh gS*& 
Hkko dks O;ä djus okyh yksdksfä gS&

 (A) vksNs dh çhr ckyw dh Hkhr

 (B) v/kty xxjh Nydr tk;

 (C) FkksFkk puk ckts ?kuk

 (D) dcgq¡ fujkfe"k gks; u dkxk

iz-32- Hkk"kk dks cksyrs le; gksus okys mrkj&p<+ko dks D;k dgrs 
gS\

 (A) vuqrku (B) laxe (C) vojksg (D) vkjksg

iz-33- vk/kqfud Hkkjrh; vk;ZHkk"kk dk dky dc ls dc rd dk 
gS\

 (A) 1500 bZ- iwoZ ls 800 bZ- iwoZ rd

 (B) 1000 bZ- ls vc rd

 (C) 500 bZ- ls 1000 bZ- rd

 (D) 1 bZ- 500 bZ- rd

iz-34- clfg i{kh cksyfg cgqHkk[kk]

 djfg gqykl nsf[kds 'kk"kkA

 çLrqr iafä ds jpf;rk dkSu gS\

 (A) dchjnkl (B) rqylhnkl

 (C) lwjnkl  (D) tk;lh

iz-35- jke/kkjh flag fnudj dks fdl d`fr ij lkfgR; vdkneh 
iqjLdkj feyk&

 (A) dq:{ks=

 (B) moZ'kh

 (C) laLd`fr ds pkj v/;k;

 (D) /kwi vkSj /kqvk¡

iz-36- çsepUæ ds fdl miU;kl dk çeq[k ik= ^lwjnkl* gS\

 (A) jaxHkwfe (B) deZHkwfe (C) xcu (D) xksnku

iz-37- ^BsB fgUnh dk BkB* fdldh jpuk gS\

 (A) lqfe=kuanu iUr (B) v;ks/;kflag mik/;k;

 (C) eSfFkyh'kj.k xqIr (D) T;ksfrjh'oj Bkdqj

iz-38- uhps fn, x;s fodYiksa es ls lgh dk p;u dj fjä LFkkuksa 
dks Hkjsa

 lM+d dks--------------djus ls ysdj bekjrksa dks yky iRFkj 
vkSj ukud 'kkgh bZaVksa ls---------------->yd nsus dh dksf'k'k 
dh xbZ gSA

 (A) pepek] vk/kqfud (B) Bhd] lqanj

 (C) pkSM+k] fojklrh (D) lkQ] ilanhnk

iz-39- fuEu esa ls çR;; jfgr 'kCn gS&

 (A) eeZK (B) d`ikyq (C) drZO; (D) nqxqZ.k

iz-40- fuEufyf[kr 'kCnksa esa ls ,d dk vFkZ ^rsy* Hkh gS&

 (A) ç.k; (B) çhfr (C) Lusg (D) vuqjkx

Japan finalised loans and a grant totalling around 233 billion yen ($2.11 billion) for several key 
infrastructure projects, including for the fourth phase of the Delhi Metro. 
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UPSI/GENERAL STUDIES
Q.41. What is the purpose of the 'Right to Information 

Act' 2005?
 (A) Access to information should be more and 

effective
 (B) Access to information should be easy and sad
 (C) Citizens get information in standards related to 

general interests (private interest or public interest)
 (D) All of the above
Q.42. Who will transfer the dowry property after the 

death of a woman who has become married within 
7 years?

 (A) to parents (B) If there is a child, then
 (C) Both are correct (D) to husband
Q.43. Who can take cognizance of offenses under the 

Dowry Prohibition Act?
 (A) Dowry Prohibition Officer
 (B) First Class Judicial Magistrate or Metropolitan 

Magistrate
 (C) Second Class Magistrate
 (D) Any Magistrate
Q.44. Which of the following will be the legal nexus of 

agreement made between two persons for free will 
of dowry transactions?

 (A) In the light of Section 5 of the Dowry 
Prohibition Act, 1961, will be void

 (B) The aggrieved person will be entitled to 
compensation

 (C) In the light of Section 6 of the Dowry 
Prohibition Act, 1961, will be void

 (D) None of the above
Q.45. Under which method is dowry taking and giving a 

crime?
 (A) Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961
 (B) Domestic Violence Act
 (C) Indian Penal Code
 (D) None of the above
Q.46. Who is investigated by dowry crime (Section 304-

B, IPC)?
 (A) Station Incharge
 (B) Station-in-charge of Inspector rank
 (C) Deputy Superintendent of Police level officers
 (D) by any deliberator
Q.47. In which country is the principle of full liability 

related to the environment?
 (A) England (B) America
 (C) Australia (D) India
Q.48. What is the major cause of environmental 

pollution?
 (A) Incompatible industrialization
 (B) Uncontrolled population growth
 (C) Modern technology
 (D) All of the above
Q.49. A substance or formation which, due to its chemical 

or physico-chemical properties, can harm humans, 
other living beings, plants, microorganisms, 
property or environment, is called-

 (A) Harmful substances
 (B) Dangerous substances
 (C) Polluted substances
 (D) None of the above
Q.50. 'Environmental Pollutant' is defined as-
 (A) Under section 2 (a)
 (B) Under section 2 (b)
 (C) Under section 2 (c)
 (D) Under section 2 (d)
Q.51. According to the purpose of the Environment 

(Protection) Act, its purpose is-
 (A) Fulfilling international commitment and 

preparing general legislation on environmental 
protection

 (B) Protection of humans, organisms, flora and 
property from danger

 (C) To protect and improve the environment
 (D) All of the above
Q.52. In order to remove the members of the Commission 

from their posts, it is necessary to follow the 
procedure laid down by the Supreme Court, when 
it?

 (A) Unhealthy brain has been declared
 (B) Has held the office of profit
 (C) Has been declared insolvent
 (D) Removed on the basis of proven misconduct 

or incapacity
Q.53. What is the basis for the removal of Chairman and 

Members of Human Rights?
 (A) Bankruptcy
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 (B) Staying in a post of profit outside his duties 
during his term

 (C) Disqualification due to mental or physical 
disabilities

 (D) All of the above
Q.54. National Human Rights Commission will be 

formed with which of the following members?
 (A) A Chairman who has been the Chief Justice of 

the Supreme Court;
 (B) A member who is or has been a judge of the 

Supreme Court and a member who has been the 
Chief Justice of any High Court,

 (C) Two members who have knowledge and 
experience in subjects related to human rights

 (D) All of the above
Q.55. Who can remove the members of National Human 

Rights Commission or State Human Rights 
Commission from their posts?

 (A) President
 (B) Central Government
 (C) State Government
 (D) Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Q.56. Who can remove the Chairman of the State Human 

Rights Commission?
 (A) Governor (B) President
 (C) Both (a) and (b) (D) None of the above
Q.57. Who has the power to deal with the difficulties 

arising in the enforcement of this Act under the 
Right to Information Act?

 (A) Prime Minister (B) Central Government
 (C) President of India (D) Supreme Court
Q.58. The Right to Information Act, 2005 applies-
 (A) All over India
 (B) All over India except Nagaland
 (C) All over India except Jammu and Kashmir and 

Punjab
 (D) None of the above
Q.59. In what time is it necessary to provide information 

under the Right to Information Act?
 (A) 30 days (B) 45 days
 (C) 60 days (D) Never
Q.60. Which of the following is exempt from providing 

information?
 (A) Information whose disclosure adversely 

affects Indian sovereignty and integrity

 (B) Adversely affect state security
 (C) Strategy is not in scientific or economic interest
 (D) All of the above
Q.61. The parliament of Afghanistan is known as –
 (A) National assembly (B) People’s assembly
 (C) National congress (D) Congress
Q.62. A rainbow is a meteorological phenomenon that is 

caused by ___________ of light by water droplets 
resulting in a spectrum of light appearing in the 
sky.

 (A) Dispersion (B) Reflection
 (C) Refraction (D) All of the above
Q.63. What is total no. of planets orbiting around the 

sun?
 (A) 7 (B) 9 (C) 8 (D) 10
Q.64. Which of the following disease is non-

communicable in nature?
 (A) Cardiovascular diseases
 (B) Diabetes
 (C) Asthma
 (D) All of the above
Q.65. The Central Statistics Office (CSO) is a 

governmental agency in India under which of the 
following Ministry?

 (A) Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation

 (B) Ministry of Civil Aviation.
 (C) Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 

Distribution
 (D) Ministry of Communications and Information 

Technology.
Q.66. The order of the layers in the atmosphere upwards 

from the below is
 (A) Troposphere, Stratosphere, Ionosphere, and 

Exosphere
 (B) Stratosphere, Ionosphere, Troposphere, and 

Exosphere
 (C) Ionosphere, Troposphere, Stratosphere, and 

Exosphere
 (D) Exosphere, Troposphere Stratosphere, and 

Ionosphere
Q.67. Primitive man first learned to make-
 (A) Fire (B) Wheel (C) House (D) Weapon
Q.68. The first chief justice of India -
 (A) H.J. Kania (B) Meera Kumari

IT services company Clover Infotech announced the appointment of Kunal Nagarkatti as the Chief 
Executive Officer of the company and Siddharth Deshmukh as the Chief Operating Officer.
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Indian Coast Guard ship ''Vajra'', the sixth offshore patrol vessel to enhance coastal security, was 

formally commissioned into service.

 (C) Ranjan Gogoi (D) Pratibha Patel
Q.69. Onam is the regional festival of which of the 

following state?
 (A) Gujarat (B) Kerala
 (C) Assam  (D) Tamil Nadu
Q.70. The uranium corporation of India is located in 

which state?
 (A) Andhra Pradesh (B) Madhya Pradesh
 (C) Jharkhand (D) Orissa
Q.71. Blood performs many important functions within 

the body, including:
 (A) Supply of oxygen to tissues
 (B) Removal of waste such as carbon dioxide, 

urea, and lactic acid
 (C) Both A and B
 (D) None of the above
Q.72. In India, an advocate general is a legal advisor to 

a______________.
 (A) State government
 (B) Central government
 (C) District government
 (D) Local government
Q.73. Bhakti movement first become popular in which 

part of India –
 (A) South India (B) North India
 (C) East India (D) West India
Q.74. The unit used internationally for measuring the 

volume of crude oil is-
 (A) Litre  (B) Gallon
 (C) Barrel  (D) US Gallon

Q.75. The Green Revolution in India had the greatest 
impact on whose farming?

 (A) On wheat production
 (B) On rice production
 (C) On the production of green vegetables
 (D) On fish production
Q.76. Make in India scheme covers how many economic 

sectors of India?
 (A) 25 economic sectors
 (B) 20 economic sectors
 (C) 54 economic sectors
 (D) 45 economic sectors
Q.77. Mahadayi river is described as the lifeline of which 

of the following state?
 (A) Goa  (B) Uttar Pradesh
 (C) Odisha  (D) Punjab
Q.78. Siddhartha Gautama was born in the which of the 

following clan?
 (A) Shakya  (B) Maratha
 (C) Kono  (D) Scottish
Q.79. Which district in Uttar Pradesh has the highest 

density of population according to 2011 Census?
 (A) Gaziyabad (B) Allahabad
 (C) Lucknow (D) Gonda
Q.80. Which of the following National Parks is not of 

Uttar Pradesh?
 (A) Raja Ji National Park
 (B) Dudhwa National Park
 (C) Chandra Prabha National Park
 (D) Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary

UPSI/QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE

Q.81. The simplified value of  is?

 (A) 8/13 (B) 19/16 (C) 19/64 (D) 1
Q.82. To do a certain work, the ratio of efficiencies of X 

and Y is 5 : 4. Working together, they can complete 
the same work in 10 days. Y alone starts the work 
and leaves after 5 days. The remaining work will 
be completed by X alone in ?

 (A) 14 days (B) 12 days
 (C) 15 days (D) 10 days
Q.83. Let x be the least number which when divided by 

15, 18, 20 and 27, the remainder in each case is 10. 
What is the value of x?

 (A) 550 (B) 280 (C) 1090 (D) 720
Q.84. Renu was sitting inside a train A, which was 

travelling at 50km/h, another train B whose 
length is three times the length of A crossed her 
in opposite direction in 15 second, if the speed of 
train B was 58 km/h , then the length 0f the train A 
is ( in m) is?

 (A) 210 (B) 180 (C) 160 (D) 150
Q.85. A solid cube is cut into three cuboids of the same 

volumes. What is the ratio of the surface area of 
the cube to the sum of any two of the cuboids so 
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formed ?
 (A) 9 : 10 (B) 27 : 16 (C) 27 : 10 (D) 9 : 8
Q.86. When a two digit number multiplied by the sum 

of its digits, the product is 424, When the number 
obtain by interchanging its digit is multiplied by 
the sum of the digit, the result is 280. The sum of 
the digit of the given number is?

 (A) 6 (B) 9 (C) 8 (D) 7
Q.87. Alloy A contains copper and zinc in the ratio of 

4:3 and alloy B contains copper and zinc in the 
ratio 5:2. A and B are taken in the ratio of 5:6 and 
melted to form a new alloy. The percentage of zinc 
in the alloy is closest to ?

 (A) 30 (B) 32 (C) 38 (D) 35

Q.88. If , then what is 
the unit digit of x?

 (A) 5 (B) 7 (C) 8 (D) 9
Q.89. Two students A and B, appeared in an examination. 

A secured 8 marks more than B and marks of the 
A was 55% of the sum of their marks. The marks 
obtain by A and B are respectively ?

 (A) 44, 36 (B) 36, 28 (C) 38, 30 (D) 40, 32
Q.90. In ΔABC, AB=AC and D is the point on BC. IF 

BD is 5 cm, AB = 12 cm and AD = 8 cm, then the 
length of CD is?

 (A) 14.8 cm (B) 16.2 cm
 (C) 16 cm  (D) 14 cm
Q.91. A loan has to be return into two equal yearly 

instalments each of `44100. If the rate of interest 
is 5% per annum, compounded annually. Then 
total interest paid is?

 (A) `8400 (B) `6000 (C) `6200 (D) `6280
Q.92. PQRS is the cyclic quadrilateral. If angle P is three 

times the angle R and angel S is five times the 
angle Q, then the sum of the angle Q and R is ?( in 
degree)

 (A) 70 (B) 65 (C) 72 (D) 75

Q.93. If , 
then what is the value of x?

 (A) 1.6 (B) 2.4 (C) 1.2 (D) 0.4

Q.94. If , 
then the value of y is ?

 (A) 1/2 (B) 1 (C) –1/2 (D) –1
Q.95. The distance between the centre of the two circle 

of radius 4 cm and 2 cm is 10 cm. The length ( in 

cm) of the transverse common tangent is?
 (A) 10 (B) 6 (C) 8 (D) 4

Q.96. If  , then the value of  
is?

 (A) 2 (B) 4 (C) 8 (D) 16
Q.97. ΔABC and ΔDBC are on the same base BC but 

on opposite side of it. AD and BC intersect each 
other at O, if AO= a cm, DO = b cm and the area 
of ΔABC = x cm2, then what is the area ( in cm2) of 
ΔDBC?

 (A)  (B)  (C)  (D) 
Q.98. The compound interest on the certain sum of 

money at 11% for 2 year is Rs.6963. Its simple 
interest at the same rate and for the same period is?

 (A) Rs.6500 (B) Rs.6600
 (C) Rs.6750 (D) Rs.6000
Q.99. In a triangle ΔABC, the bisector of ∠B and ∠C 

meet at O, inside the triangle ∠BOC= 156o, then 
the measure of ∠A is?

 (A) 66o (B) 132o (C) 84o (D) 156o

Q.100. What is compound interest on a sum of `7200 for 

 year at 20% per annum, interest compounded 
yearly ( nearest to an integer) ?

 (A) `4290 (B) `3960 (C) `4205 (D) `3997
Q.101. A solid metallic sphere of 8 cm is melted and 

drawn into a wire of uniform cross section. If the 
length of the wire is 24 cm, then its radius (in mm) 
is?

 (A) 6 (B) 5 (C)  (D) 

Q.102. The point of intersection of graph of the equation 
3x – 5y = 19 and 3y – 7x + 1= 0 is (α, β). What is 
the value of (3α –β)?

 (A) – 2 (B) – 1 (C) 1 (D) 0
Q.103. The marked price of an article is Rs.800 and it is 

sold at a discount of 19%. If there is a gain of 8%, 
then what percent above the cost price was the 
article marked?

 (A)  (B) 35 (C) 27 (D) 

Q.104. The value of is  ?
 (A) 3/2 (B) 1/2 (C) 1 (D) 2

Q.105. Let  and , if AB = 12 
cm, BC = 8 cm and AC = 9 cm , then PR is equal 

Indian classical music, Bollywood hits and Bhangra beats are among the diverse musical traditions 
included in England's new music curriculum guidance for schools launched.
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to?
 (A) 17.5 (B) 20 (C) 18 (D) 15
Q.106. The average age of fifteen persons is 32 year. If 

two more persons are added then the average is 
increased by 3 years. The new person have an age 
difference of 9 years between them. The age (in 
year) of the elder among the new person is?

 (A) 62 (B) 50 (C) 53 (D) 58
Q.107. The ratio between the speed of trains is 2 : 5. If 

the first train runs 350 km in 5 hours, then the 
difference between the speed ( in km/h) of both 
the train is?

 (A) 165 (B) 180 (C) 350 (D) 105
Q.108. The distance between the centre of two circle of 

radius 3 cm and 2 cm is 13 cm. The length (in cm) 
of transverse common tangent is?

 (A) 8 (B) 10 (C) 12 (D) 6
Q.109. The base of the right prism is a triangular with 

sides 20 cm, 21 cm and 29 cm, If its volume is 
7560 cm3 then its lateral surface area is ?

 (A) 2484 cm2 (B) 2556 cm2

 (C) 2520 cm2 (D) 2448 cm2

Q.110. If  and  , then value of 
 is?

 (A) 1/4 (B) 1/3 (C) 2/3 (D) 1/2
Q.111. The average of fifteen person is 32 years. If 

two more persons are added then the average is 
increased by 3 years. The new person have an age 
difference of 7 years between them. The age (in 
year) of the older among the new persons is?

 (A) 58 (B) 61 (C) 50 (D) 54
Q.112. A and B can complete the piece of work in 15 days 

and 10 days respectively. They got a contract to 
complete the work for Rs.35000. The share of B 
(in Rs.) in the contract money will be?

 (A) Rs.15000 (B) Rs.14000
 (C) Rs.21000 (D) Rs.7000
Q.113. A dealer buys an article marked at Rs.20000 with 

two successive discount of 10% and 8%, He spends 
Rs.1440 on repairs and sells it for Rs.20000, what 

is the profit or loss percent ( correct to one decimal 
place?

 (A) 12.3% profit (B) 12.35 loss
 (C) 11.1 % profit (D) 11.1% loss
Q.114. If a 11 digit number 5678x43267y is divisible by 

72, then the value of  is?
 (A) 6 (B) 4 (C) 7 (D) 8

Q.115. The value of 

 , where k lies between?
 (A) –0.07 and –0.06 (B) –0.08 and –0.07
 (C) –0.06 and –0.05 (D) –0.05 and –0.04
Q.116. In ΔABC, the medians AD, BE and CF meet at O. 

What is the ratio of the area of ΔABD to the area 
of ΔAOE?

 (A) 2 : 1 (B) 3 : 1 (C) 5 : 2 (D) 3 : 2
Q.117. An article is sold at certain price. If it is sold at 

80% of this price, then there will be a loss of 10%. 
What is the percentage profit when the article is 
sold at the original selling price?

 (A)  (B)  (C) 15 (D) 12

Q.118. Three fractions, x, y and z, are such that x>y>z. 
when the smallest of them divided by the greatest, 
the result is 9/16, which exceed y by 0.0625. If 

, then the value of x+z is?
 (A) 7/8 (B) 1 (C) 25/24 (D) 7/6
Q.119. Two- third of the number of employee of a 

company are male and rest are female. If 3/8 of the 
male employees and 2/5 of the female employees 
are temporary employees and total number of 
permanent employees is 740, then 7/15 of the total 
number of the employees exceeds the number of 
temporary female employees are?

 (A) 400 (B) 340 (C) 308 (D) 320
Q.120. 5 years ago, the ratio of the age of A to that of B 

was 4 : 5. Five year hence, The ratio of age of A 
to that of B will be 6 : 7.If, at present, C is 10 year 
younger than B, then what will be the ratio of the 
present age of A to that of C?

 (A) 3 : 2 (B) 5 : 4 (C) 4 : 3 (D) 5 : 3

India, Pakistan, China and other members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) will hold 
a joint anti terrorism exercise this year. 
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UPSI/REASONING & GENERAL INTELLIGENCE
Q.121. Which figure among the following would represent 

the best relationship between the Brick, House, 
Bridge?

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.122. Two statements are given followed by two 
conclusions I and II. You have to consider the 
three statements to be true, even if they seem to 
be at variance from commonly known facts. You 
are to decide which of the given conclusion can 
definitely be drawn from the given statement. 
Indicate your answer.

 Statements :
 All cups are saucers.
 No saucers is a tray.
 Some tray are bowls.
 Conclusions:
 (I) Some bowls are saucers.
 (II) No saucers is a bowls.
 (A) Only conclusion I follows.
 (B) Only conclusion II follows.
 (C) Either conclusion I or II follows.
 (D) Both conclusions I and II follow.
Q.123. The town of Ashok is located on Green Lake. The 

town of Pradeep is west of Ashok. Ramesh is to the 
East of Ashok. Suresh is to the East of Bipin but 
to the west of Ramesh and Pradeep. If they are all 
in the same district then whose town is the farthest 
west?

 (A) Pradeep (B) Ashok
 (C) Bipin  (D) Ramesh
Q.124.  Some equations are solved on the basis of a certain 

system. On the same basis find out the correct 
answer for the unsolved equation.

 72 × 96 = 6927
 58 × 87 = 7885
 79 × 86 = ?
 (A) 7689 (B) 8976 (C) 6897 (D) 6978
Q.125. Select the related word/letter/ number from the 

given alternatives.
 Hirakud : Mahanadi : : Nagarjuna Sagar : ?
 (A) Godawari (B) Krishna
 (C) Cauvery (D) Sone
Q.126. Select the related letter/ word/ number from the 

given alternatives.
 PK : 72 : : CP : ?
 (A) 102 (B) 91 (C) 94 (D) 79
Q.127. Select the missing number from the given 

responses.

 
 (A) 208 (B) 414 (C) 192 (D) 480
Q.128. Ravi remembers that Lokesh's Birthday is after 

19th but before 22nd November, whereas Deepak 
remembers that Lokesh's birthday is after 20th but 
before 24th November. Which day is Lokesh's 
birthday on which both agree?

 (A) 21st November (B) 20th November
 (C) 22nd November (D) 23rd November
Q.129. Rahul is the father of Geeta and son of Raju who is 

married to Lavi. Raju is the brother of Sonal. How 
is Sonal related to Rahul?

 (A) Sister  (B) Mother
 (C) Grand Mother (D) Paternal Aunt
Q.130. In the series given below count each 5 which is 

not immediately preceded by 3 but is immediately 
followed by 7. How many such 5's are there?

 7 5 5 1 5 7 3 7 4 5 6 5 5 7 1 5 7 5 7 4 7 3 7 2 5 6 5 
8 5

 (A) 5 (B) 2 (C) 3 (D) 4
Q.131. In a certain code language, 'DRONE' is written as 

'SERFO'. How will 'HOUSE' be written as in that 
language?

 (A) PQWGS (B) PIVFT
 (C) PIXFT  (D) QJXGB
Q.132. If in a code language 'PARENT' is written 

as 'BDFGJK' and 'CHILDREN' is written as 
'MOXQUFGJ'. How is REPRINT' written in that 
code language?

 (A) FGBFXJK (B) FGBUXJK
 (C) FGBFXGD (D) BGFXJKB
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Q.133. If 9th of the month falls on the day preceding 
sunday then what day will fall on 1st of the month?

 (A) Friday  (B) Saturday
 (C) Sunday  (D) Monday
Q.134. From the given alternative words, select the one 

which can be formed by using the letters of the 
given word.

 INTEGRAL
 (A) INTER  (B) ENTREATY
 (C) INTERVAL (D) RATTLE
Q.135. Four letter-clusters have been given, out of which 

three are alike in some manner and one is different. 
Select the odd letter-cluster.

 (A) RSTU (B) TVXZ (C) ADGJ (D) JNQS
Q.136. Find the missing number from the given 

alternatives.

 
 (A) 40 (B) 35 (C) 33 (D) 25
Q.137. 'Ethiopia' is related to 'East Africa' in the same way 

as 'Brazil' is related to '_____'
 (A) South America (B) North America
 (C) Africa  (D) Brasilia
Q.138. Among the four answer figures, which figure can 

be formed from the cut pieces given in the question 
figure?

 Question figure :-

 
Answer figure :-

 
       (A)        (B)          (C)         (D)

 (A) (A) (B) (B) (C) (C) (D) (D)
Q.139. A series is given with one term missing. Choose 

the correct alternative from the given ones that will 
complete the series.

 40, 20, 60, 15, ?
 (A) 90 (B) 30 (C) 60 (D) 75

Q.140. A + B means A is the father of B';
 A × B means 'A is the brother of B';
 A ÷ B means 'A is the sister of B’.
 Which of the following expressions means 'H is 

the paternal grandson of P'?
 (A) P + K + D ÷ H × M
 (B) D + H + K × M ÷ P
 (C) P + K + D × H ÷ M
 (D) H + K + D × P ÷ M
Q.141. 60 students participated in one or more of the three 

competitions, i.e. Quiz, Extempore and Debate.
 A total of 22 students participated either in Quiz 

only or in Extempore only. 4 students participated 
in all three competitions. A total of 14 students 
participated in any of the two competitions only.

 How many students participated in Debate only?
 (A) 22 (B) 11 (C) 14 (D) 20
Q.142. Which of the following Venn diagrams shows 

the best relationship between classes?
 Tables, Wooden objects, Chairs

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.143. Study the given pattern carefully and select the 
number that can replace the question mark (?) 
in it.

 
 (A) 69 (B) 205 (C) 55 (D) 108
Q.144. Select the option in which the numbers are 

related in the same way as the numbers in the 
given set.

 (88, 56, 37)
 (A) (36,70,38) (B) (43, 49, 27)
 (C) (56, 38, 28) (D) (94, 65, 34)
Q.145. Select the letter-cluster that can replace the 

question mark (?) in the following series.
 DJQC, ELTG, FNWK, GPZO, ?
 (A) HRCS (B) GRDS (C) HQCT (D) HRBU
Q.146. Select the figure that can replace the question 
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mark (?) in the following series.

 

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.147. Select the correct mirror image of the given 
letter-cluster when a vertical mirror is placed 
on the right side of the cluster.

 
 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 
Q.148. Read the given statements and conclusions 

carefully. Assuming that the information given 
in the statements is true, even if it appears to 
be at variance with commonly known facts, 
decide which of the given conclusions logically 
follow(s) from the statements.

 Statements:
 Some dancers are writers.
 All writers are students.
 Conclusions:
 I. Some students are dancers.
 II. Some students are writers.
 III. No student is a dancer.
 (A) Either conclusion I or III follows.
 (B) Only conclusions II and III follow.
 (C) Only conclusions I and II follow.
 (D) All conclusions I, II and III follow.
Q.149. Read the following information carefully and 

answer the question given below.
 There are six children playing football, namely A, 

B, C, D, E and F. A and E are brothers. F is the 
sister of E. C is the only son of A's uncle. B and D 
are the daughters of the brother of C's father.

 How is C related to F?
 (A) Cousin  (B) Brother
 (C) Son  (D) Uncle
Q.150. In the following question, a word is represented 

by only one set of number as given in any one of 
the alternatives. The set of the numbers given in 

the alternatives are represented by two classes 
of alphabets as in two matrices given below. 
The columns and rows Matrix-I are numbered 
from 0 to 4 and that of Matrix-II are numbered 
from 5 to 9. A letter from these matrices is to 
be represented first by its row and then by its 
column, e.g ‘N’ can be represented by 11, 23, 30, 
42 etc and ‘T’ can be represented by 66, 78, 85, 
97 etc.

    Matrix - I            Matrix - II

 
What is the code of 'POSE'?

 (A) 87, 55, 89, 43 (B) 68, 98, 58, 21
 (C) 75, 86, 67, 14 (D) 56, 67, 77 , 01
Q.151. If 'A' stands for subtraction', 'B' stands for 

'multiplication', 'C' stands for addition' and 'D' 
stands for 'division', then what is the value of 
the following expression?

 32 B 4 A 12 B (35 A 24) C 52 D 4
 (A) 39 (B) 19 (C) 9 (D) 47
Q.152. Identify the number that does NOT belong to 

the following series.
 2, 6, 14, 30, 62, 126, 250
 (A) 62 (B) 14 (C) 126 (D) 250
Q.153. How many triangles are there in the given 

figure?

 
 (A) 24 (B) 21 (C) 22 (D) 23
Q.154. From the given alternative words, select the one 

which can be formed by using the letters of the 
given word.

 REPPROCHEMENT
 (A) REPRESENT (B) REPROACH
 (C) PHANTOM (D) CEMENT
Q.155. Four words have been given, out of which three 

are alike in some manner and one is different. 
Select the odd word.

 (A) Gallon  (B) Volume
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 (C) Weight  (D) Distance
Q.156. Four number-pairs have been given, out of 

which three are alike in some manner and 
one is different. Select the number-pair that is 
different from the rest.

 (A) 53: 378 (B) 37: 266
 (C) 45: 322 (D) 43: 318
Q.157. Examine the following statements.
 1. None but students are members of the cricket 

team.
 2. Some members of the cricket team are a good 

batsman.
 3. All batsman are invited for batting practice.
 Which one of the following conclusions can be 

drawn from the above statements?
 (A) All students are invited for batting practice.
 (B) All good batsman are invited for batting 

practice.
 (C) All members of the cricket team are good a 

batsman.
 (D) None of the above conclusions can be drawn.
Q.158. Arrange the following words in the order 

in which they would appear in an English 
dictionary.

 1. Realistic  2. Realism
 3. Restore  4. Research

 5. Resurge
 (A) 1, 2, 4, 3, 5 (B) 2, 1, 3, 4, 5
 (C) 2, 1, 4, 5, 3 (D) 2, 1, 4, 3, 5
Q.159. A piece of paper is folded and cut as shown 

below in the question figures. Select from the 
given answer figures, how it will appear when 
unfolded?

 

 (A)  (B) 

 (C)  (D) 

Q.160. A cube is made by folding the given sheet and 
thus in the cube which of the following pairs of 
letters will be on the opposite sides?

 
 (A) B and E (B) L and U
 (C) A and Q (D) Q and E
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of Nuwakot.

iz.1.(C) euq"; dh euq";rk esa fujUrj fodkl gksukA

iz.2.(D) euq"; dks HkkSfrd vkSj vk/;kfRed nksuks drZO;ksa dk 
ikyu djuk iM+rk gSA

iz.3.(C) 1 vkSj 2 nksuks

iz.4.(D) tc nks vleku Loj ijLij tqM+rs gS] rks muds ;ksx ls 
la;qä Loj dk fuekZ.k gksrk gSA blfy, vks ewy nh?kZ 
Loj ugha gSA

iz.5.(C) v/kksjs[kk fpUg

iz.6.(A) vUR;k{kjh

iz.7.(D) fo/kok

iz.8.(C) fo'ks"k.k 'kCn& lqaxf/kr] yksHkh] jktLFkkuh] voS/k

 fo'ks"; 'kCn& dLrwjh] f'kdkjh] fgj.kksa] f'kdkj

iz.9.(B) os 'kCn ftlesa fyax opu dkjd ds }kjk dksbZ ifjorZu 
ugha gks ldrk mls vO;; dgrs gSA

iz.10.(A) fn;s x;s 'kCnksa esa tqjkZc L=hfyax 'kCn gSA

iz.11.(B) eSaus lsc ys fy;s gSaA

iz.12.(C) eSaus vke [kk;k gS] vklUu Hkwrdky esa gSA

iz.13.(B) okD; esa ^mlls* dh rqyuk ^vkils* dh x;h gS] vr% 
mlls esa viknku dkjd gksxkA

iz.14.(C) vfXuf"Bdk

iz.15.(D) iaNh

iz.16.(C) Ýsap Hkk"kk ds 'kCn& dktw] dQZ~;w] dwiu] vaxzst] yke] 
Ýkal fcxqy ]dkjrwl vkfnA

iz.17.(A) vijk/k 'kCn esa milxZ ugha gSA

iz.18.(C) vofu dk foykse 'kCn vEcj gksrk gSA

iz.19.(B) ?kj] fudsru] vk;ru] fuy;

iz.20.(C) laiw.kZ vkSj va'k

iz.21.(B) ftls çek.k }kjk fln~ u fd;k tk lds mlds fy, 
mi;qä 'kCn vçes; gksrk gSA

iz.22.(C) ;s nh?kZ laf/k gSA

iz.23.(A) ftl lekl dk mÙkj in ç/kku gks rFkk iwoZ in vkSj 
mÙkj ds in ds ohp esa fo'ks"k.k fo'ks"; dk laca/k gks 
mls deZ/kkj; lekl dgrs gSA

iz.24.(A) eSaus rhu dqflZ;k¡ [kjhnhaA

iz.25.(C) y o ; j

iz.26.(B) dks;y

iz.27.(B) vkyEcu vkSj míhiu foHkkoksa ds dkj.k mRiUu Hkkoksa 
dks ckgj çdkf'kr djus okys dk;Z vuqHkko dgykrs gSA

iz.28.(D) pkSikbZ ds çR;sd pj.k esa 16 ek=k,¡ gksrh gSA

iz.29.(B) tgk¡ ,d 'kCn ds ,d ls vf/kd vFkZ fudyrs gS] ogk¡ 
'ys"k vyadkj gksrk gSA

iz.30.(D) vn`'; 'k=q dk vFkZ gksrk gS&vkLrhu dk lk¡i gksuk 
;kfu fo'okl?kkrh gksukA

iz.31.(A) vksNs dh çhr ckyw dh Hkhr& bl dgkor dk HkkokFkZ 
gS& rqPN euq"; dh fe=rk 'kh?kz gh lekIr gks ldrh 
gSA

iz.32.(A) vuqrku

iz.33.(B) 1000 bZ- ls vc rd

iz.34.(D) mi;qZä dkO; efyd eqgEen tk;lh ds in~ekor xzUFk 
ls fy;k x;k gSA

iz.35.(C) ;g iqjLdkj fnudj th dks 1959 esa feykA

iz.36.(A) jaxHkwfe

iz.37.(B) v;ks/;kflag mik/;k;

iz.38.(C) pkSM+k] fojklrh

iz.39.(D) nqxqZ.k çR;; jfgr 'kCn gS nqxqZ.k 'kCn ^nq*Z milxZ rFkk 
^xq.k* 'kCn ls feydj cuk gSA

iz.40.(C) Lusg dk vFkZ ^rsy* gksrk gS tcfd çhfr]ç.k;]vuqjkx 
rFkk Lusg lHkh çse ds i;kZ;okph 'kCn gSA

EXPLANATION/GENERAL STUDIES
Q.41.(D) The 'Right to Information Act 2005' aims to 

make access to information more effective, 
to make access to information easier and 
distressing, as well as for citizens to receive 
information in standards related to general 
interests (private interest or public interest.

Q.42.(C)  According to Section 6 (3) of the Dowry 

Prohibition Act, where a woman entitled to any 
property dies before committing it, the heir of 
the woman shall be entitled to claim it from the 
person holding it at the time.

 But where such a woman dies within 7 years of 
her marriage, such property;

 (A) If he has no child, he will be transferred to 
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his parents, or
 (B) If there are children, then such children will 

be transferred.
Q.43.(B) According to Section 7 of the Dowry Prohibition 

Act, the first class judicial magistrate or 
metropolitan magistrate can cognize offenses 
under this act.

Q.44.(A) The statutory newly entered into agreement for 
dowry transaction between two persons will 
be void in the light of Section 5 of the Dowry 
Prohibition Act, 1961.

Q.45.(A) Taking and giving of dowry is an offense under 
the 'Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961'.

Q.46.(C) Dowry offenses (Section 304-B, IPC) will be 
examined by an officer of the rank of Deputy 
Superintendent of Police.

Q.47.(D) In India, both criminal and civil liability are 
determined for violation of environment and 
environmental law. The principle of absolute 
liability is applied in India in relation to the 
environment. Liability on individuals or 
institutions dealing with hazardous positions 
and the amount of compensation is determined 
on the basis of 'hard liability principle'.

Q.48.(D) The reasons for environmental pollution are 
inconsistent industrialization, uncontrolled 
population growth, modern technology, 
globalization, agricultural activities etc.

 Therefore, it is clear that all three reasons given 
in the option are true.

Q.49.(B) The mentioned substance is called 'complex 
substance'. The definition of hazardous 
substance is given in Section 2 (e) of the 
Environment (Protection) Prevention Act, 1986.

Q.50.(B) Environmental pollutants are defined in section 
2 (b) of the Environment (Protection) Act, 
1986. By definition, 'environmental pollutant' 
means the presence of a solid, liquid or gaseous 
substance in concentrations that are harmful to 
the environment or are likely to be harmful.

Q.51.(D) It is clear from the observation of the objectives 
of the Act that all the above objectives are 
contained in the Act.

Q.52.(D) Under Section 5 of the Protection of Human 
Rights Act, the removal of Commission 
President or Members from their posts requires 
compliance with the procedure prescribed by 
the Supreme Court, which is removed on the 
basis of proven misconduct or incapacity.

Q.53.(D) Under Section 5 of the Protection of Human 
Rights Act, 1993, the President or Member 
from office removed by the President on all the 
above grounds.

Q.54.(D) Section 3 of the Act talks about the formation 
of the National Human Rights Commission. 
Section 3 makes it clear from the observation 
of sub-section (2) that a commission is formed 
by consisting of the members given in all the 
options in question.

Q.55.(A) In Section 5 of the Act, the President has the 
power to remove the Chairman or any member 
of the National Human Rights and in Section 
23 the President or any member of the State 
Human Rights Commission.

Q.56.(B) The President can remove the Chairman of the 
State Human Rights Commission.

Q.57.(B) Under Section 30 of the Right to Information 
Act, the Central Government has the power 
to remove the difficulties arising in the 
enforcement of this Act.

Q.58.(A) The Right to Information Act, 2005 applies to 
the whole of India.

Q.59.(A)  Public Information Officer under the 
Information Authority Act, after receiving the 
application, shall inform the payment of the 
prescribed fee as soon as possible but within 
30 days, or refuse on the basis of the reasons 
prescribed under sections 8 and 9. But where 
the information pertains to the life and liberty of 
a person, it should be provided within 48 hours 
after the application.

Q.60.(D) The Right to Information Act is a law passed 
by the Parliament of India which came into 
force on October 12, 2005. Under this Act it is 
forbidden to provide information that adversely 
affects state security, information whose 
disclosure adversely affects Indian sovereignty 
and integrity, and information that is not in 
the interest of strategy, scientific or economic 
interest.

Q.61.(A) The National Assembly also is known as the 
Parliament of Afghanistan.

Q.62.(D) A rainbow is a meteorological phenomenon that 
is caused by reflection, refraction and dispersion 
of light in water droplets resulting in a spectrum 
of light appearing in the sky. It takes the form of 
a multi-coloured circular arc. Rainbows caused 
by sunlight always appear in the section of sky 
directly opposite the sun.
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Q.63.(C) There are eight planets in the solar system: 
Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, and Neptune. Our solar system is an 
orderly arrangement of planets orbiting the Sun.

Q.64.(D) Non-communicable or chronic diseases 
are diseases of long duration and generally 
slow progression. The four main types of 
noncommunicable diseases are cardiovascular 
diseases (like heart attacks and stroke), cancer, 
chronic respiratory diseases (such as chronic 
obstructed pulmonary disease and asthma) and 
diabetes.

Q.65.(A) The Central Statistics Office (CSO) is a 
governmental agency in India under the Ministry 
of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
responsible for co-ordination of statistical 
activities in India, and evolving and maintaining 
statistical standards. It has a well-equipped 
Graphical Unit. The CSO is located in Delhi.

Q.66.(A) Moving upward from ground level, these layers 
have named the troposphere, stratosphere, 
Ionosphere, and exosphere.

Q.67.(A) The controlled use of fire was likely an 
invention of our ancestor Homo erectus during 
the Early Stone Age (or Lower Paleolithic). The 
earliest evidence of fire associated with humans 
comes from Oldowan hominid sites in the Lake 
Turkana region of Kenya.

Q.68.(A) Since the birth of the Republic of India on 26 
January 1950, 47 people have served as the 
Chief Justice of India (CJI). While H. J. Kania 
is the inaugural CJI, the incumbent is Sharad 
Arvind Bobde who is appointed as Chief Justice 
of India on 18 November 2019.

Q.69.(B) Onam is an annual Harvesting festival in the 
state of Kerala in India.

Q.70.(C) It is the first uranium mine of India which started 
its operations in 1967. This mine is located in 
the state of Jharkhand.

Q.71.(C) Blood performs many important 
functions within the body, including: 
Supply of oxygen to tissues (bound to 
hemoglobin, which is carried in red cells) 
Supply of nutrients such as glucose, amino 
acids, and fatty acids (dissolved in the blood or 
bound to plasma proteins (e.g., blood lipids)) 
Removal of waste such as carbon dioxide, urea, 
and lactic acid

Q.72.(A) In India, an advocate general is a legal advisor 
to a state government. The post is created by 
the Constitution of India and corresponds to 
that of Attorney General of India at the central 
level. The Governor of each state shall appoint 
a person who is qualified to be appointed judges 
in the high court.

Q.73.(A) The Bhakti movement originated in South India 
during the seventh to eighth century CE, spread 
northwards from Tamil Nadu through Karnataka 
and gained wide acceptance in fifteenth-century 
Bengal and northern India.

Q.74.(C) Cubic metre is the basic volume unit in the 
International System. In Canada, oil companies 
measure oil in cubic metres, but convert to 
barrels on export, since most of Canada's oil 
production is exported to the US.

Q.75.(A) The Green Revolution within India commenced 
in 1958 that led to an increase in food grain 
production, especially in Punjab, Haryana, and 
Uttar Pradesh. The biggest beneficiary of the 
plan was the Wheat Grain. The production of 
wheat increased to 55 million tonnes in 1990 
from just 11 million tonnes in 1960.

Q.76.(A) Make in India, a type of Swadeshi movement 
covering 25 sectors of the Indian economy, it 
was launched by the Government of India on 
25 September 2014 to encourage companies 
to manufacture their products in India and 
enthuse with dedicated investments into 
manufacturing.

Q.77.(A) The Mahadayi/Mandovi River also known as 
Mahadayi or Mhadei river, is described as the 
lifeline of the Indian state of Goa. The Mandovi 
and the Zuari are the two primary rivers in the 
state of Goa.

Q.78.(A) The evidence of the early texts suggests that 
Siddhārtha Gautama was born into the Shakya 
clan, a community that was on the periphery, 
both geographically and culturally, of the 
eastern Indian subcontinent in the 5th century 
BCE. One of his usual names was "Sakamuni" 
or "Sakyamunī" ("Sage of the Shakyas").

Q.79.(A) Gaziyabad district in Uttar Pradesh has the 
highest density of population according to 2011 
Census.That is 3971 person/km2.

Q.80.(A)  Raja Ji National Park is situated in 
Uttarakhand.
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Q.81.(D) 

 
=16/16 = 1

Q.82.(A) Total work = 9×10=90
 y's 5 days work = 20
 Remaining work = 70
 Time taken by x to do remaining work = 

70/5=14
Q.83.(A) x = (LCM of 15, 18, 20 and 27)+10=550
Q.84.(D) 

 
Q.85.(A)  

 
Q.86.(C) 

 
Q.87.(D) A : B in first alloy = 20 : 15
 A : B in second alloy = 30 : 12

 % of zinc = 
Q.88.(C) 

 
Q.89.(A) A → 55
 B→ 45
 10% = 8

 100% = 80
 A= 44
 B = 36
Q.90.(C) 

 

 Trick

 
Q.91.(C) 

 
Q.92.(D) 

 
 Q+R = 75
Q.93.(D) 

 

EXPLANATION/QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE

Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched Central Scrutiny Centre and 
Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority, IEPFA mobile App.
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Q.94.(B) 

 
Q.95.(C) 

 
Q.96.(A) 

 
Q.97.(C) 

 
Q.98.(B) 

 
Q.99.(B) 

 
Q.100.(D) 1440
 1440 288
 576 115.2 115.2 23.04
 =3997
Q.101.(C) 

 

 
Q.102.(B) 

 
Q.103.(A)  

 
Q.104.(D)

 
Q.105.(B) 

 
Q.106.(A) A+B = 115 ( A>B)
 A – B = 9
 A= 62
Q.107.(D) 

 
Q.108.(C) 

Eminent economist Arvind Subramanian has resigned as professor from Ashoka University.
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Dr. Shobhna Kapoor, Assistant Professor at IIT Bombay who’s study of roles played by lipids in 

infectious diseases at molecular level, has received the SERB Women Excellence Award for 2021.

 

Q.109.(C) Area of base 

 Height of the prism  lateral surface 
area

 sq. cm.
Q.110.(C) 

 
Q.111.(B) Sum of the age of the new persons = 3×15+ 

2×35 =115
 Difference between there age = 7 

Age of younger one = 54
 Age of the older person = 61
Q.112.(C) Ratio of share = 2 : 3

 B's share 

Q.113.(C) Net discount %=

 Discount 

 He also pays `1400 on repairing,
 Net cost = 20000 – 3440 + 1440 = 18000

 Net profit % = 
Q.114.(A)

 

 
Q.115.(A)

 
Q.116.(B) 

 
 = 3 : 1
Q.117.(B) 

 
Q.118.(C)

 
Q.119.(A) Fraction of total male employees = 2/3
 Fraction of total female employees = 1/3



113

MODEL PAPER 2020

APRIL 2021  MICA

Q.121.(C) 
Q.122.(C) 

 
 Either I or II follows.
Q.123.(C) 

 
 Bipin - Suresh - Pradeep - Ashok - Ramesh
Q.124.(C) 

 
Q.125.(B) As Hirakud is related to Mahanadi in the same 

way Nagarjuna Sagar is related to Krishna.
Q.126.(B) P - 16
 K - 11
 16 + 11 = 27 = 72
Q.127.(B)

 
Q.128.(A) 19 ____ 22
 20 ____ 24 (November 21)
Q.129.(D) 

 
Q.130.(D) 7 5 5 1 5 7 3 7 4 5 6 5 5 7 1 5 7 5 7 4 7 3 7 2 5 6 

5 8 5
Q.131.(C) 

 
Q.132.(A) PARENT CHILDREN
 BDFGJK MOXQUFGJ
 REPRINT
 FGBFXJK
Q.133.(A) 9 and 2 = Saturday
 1 = Friday
Q.134.(A) Only the word 'INTER' can be formed from the 

original word.
Q.135.(D)

 
Q.136.(C) 5 × 1 + 3 × 4 = 17
 5 × 0 + 4 × 2 = 8
 6 × 5 + 3 × 1 = 33
Q.137.(A) Ethiopia -a country in East Africa
 Brazil- a country in South America
Q.138.(C) Option (C) is right answer figure.
Q.139.(D) 

Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare today inaugurated various facilities 
at Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education & Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh.

EXPLANATION/REASONING & GENERAL INTELLIGENCE

 Fraction of total female employees temporary =

 Fraction of total male employees temporary =

 Fraction of total permanent employees =

 Total permanent employees =

 

 7/15 of the total number of the employees 
exceeds the number of temporary female 
employees are=

 
Q.120.(B) Present age of B = 5×5+5 =30
 Persent age of A = 4×5+5= 25
 Persent age of C = 30 – 10 = 20
 A : C = 25 : 20
 A : C = 5 : 4
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Q.140.(A) 

 
Q.141.(D) 

 
Q.142.(B)

 
Q.143.(D) 112 - 43 = 57
 122 - 53 = 19
 182 - 63 = 108
Q.144.(D) 88-37 = 51 + 5 = 56
 94-34 = 60 + 5 =65
Q.145.(A) +1 +2 +3 +4
Q.146.(D) 

 
Q.147.(A)

 
Q.148.(C) 

 

Q.149.(A)

 
Q.150.(D)
Q.151.(C)  32 B 4 A 12 B (35 A 24) C 52 D 4
 32 × 4 - 12 × (35 - 24) + 52 ÷ 4
 = 128 – 132 + 13
 = 141 – 132
 = 9
Q.152.(D)

 
Q.153.(C) 

 
Q.154.(D)
Q.155.(A) Gallon- a unit of volume for liquid measure
Q.156.(D) 53 × 7 +7 = 378
 37 × 7 +7 = 266
 45 × 7 +7 = 322
 43 × 7 +7 = 308/ 318
Q.157.(B)

 
Q.158.(D) 2. Realism 1. Realistic 4. Research 3. Restore 5. 

Resurge
Q.159.(A)

 
Q.160.(D) 

 

Defence PSU Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) signed a contract worth Rs 1,188 crore, including 
GST, with the Ministry of Defence to manufacture and supply MILAN 2T anti tank guided missiles.






