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Editorial

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the
world.”
- Nelson Mandela

Dear Aspirants,
We feel delighted to present to you the "March 2020" edition of "Master in Current Affairs". MICA is a
comprehensive magazine focused on both the intellectual and competitive nature of learning. Apart from the competitive
edge, MICA is intended to provide you with a vision of self-enhancement. MICA includes highly acclaimed sections such
as, Newsletters, News Diary, One Liner, World of English, which are directly related to your preparation for competitive
examinations. Chalte - Chalte is one of the most steering elements of MICA on the go, which is mentioned below every
page. This edition creates a forum where all candidates and guidance personnel can meet the important issues of this
month which may play a vital role in the forthcoming examination. The important topics covered in this edition are:
78th Golden Globe Awards - The 78th Golden Globe Awards honored the best in American television of 2020, as well as
film in 2020 and early 2021, as chosen by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association. The ceremony took place on February
28, 2021, nearly two months later than normal, due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on cinema and on television.
Space Exploration- In the 50 years since the Apollo 11 Moon landing, humans have made extraordinary progress in
space exploration. Right now, unmanned space probes are exploring the universe far beyond our system, communicating
with Earth from over 11 billion miles away.
Military Coup in Myanmar - The military gained power after the recent military coup in Myanmar, it is
known that this is the third coup in Myanmar since independence from British rule in 1948. 'Coup' refers
to the violent and illegally seizing of the powers of a democratically elected government. This tension
between civil power and military power was further heightened when the first parliamentary elections
were held in Myanmar for the first time in 2008 and witnessing the democratic future of Myanmar as a
civil power elected but it was drafted by the Tatmadaw ie Myanmar army in 2008.
In this edition as a wish for your bright and prosperous future we are providing “SBI APPRENTICE
MODEL PAPER 2021” and “SSC STENOGRAPHER MODEL PAPER 2021” for your selfassessment. You can also test your Current Affairs by visiting the Quiz Time section for selfassessment, which includes all possible multiple-choice questions from the current affairs of this
month. To serve you better we will diligently serve you our level best with various new topics
and news that is important from the examination point of view.
Best of luck for your exams.
Your suggestions will be highly valuable and welcomed.
With Best Wishes
Editor : N.K. Jain

“Your Success is Our Success”

INTERVIEW

Nitin

MICA : What is the role of “Time
Management” in one’s
success?

PERSONAL DETAILS
Nitin Kumar Goley
Father’s Name : Mr. Rajendra Prasad
Mother’s Name : Mrs. Vidya Devi
Hobbies
: Football & Carom
Prior Selection : None
Name of the Exam : Allahabad Bank
Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 2831001145
Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : BLY0391468119
Nitin

:

English Language
Giving Speed test regularly and
analysing the mistakes which I
made.

Reasoning Ability

MICA : Mahendra's
family
expresses
its
heartfelt
congratulations on your
success.
Nitin

: Thank You!

MICA : To whom do you want
to give the credit of your
selection?
Nitin

: To Mahendra's Institute.

MICA : After how many attempts
did you succeed in this
examination?
Nitin

: First Attempt - PO

			 Second Attempt - IBPS
clerk
MICA : What is the role of
Mahendra's institute in your
selection?
Nitin

: Yes, From institute I gained
basic concepts, how to give
time to each subject plus
motivation.

MICA : How did you prepare for the
examination?

Daily practicing 80 to 100 questions
and watching YouTube videos of
Mahendra's.

Numerical Ability
Taking classes from Mahendra's
YouTube channel.

General Awareness
Daily watching Mahendra's YouTube
channel and Masters in Current Affairs

Computer Knowledge
Mahendra's classes

Nitin

: It plays an important role in
selection process, without this
it's hard to achieve success.

MICA : How did you prepare for the
Interview?
Nitin

: By joining Mahendra's
interview classes.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview
Board and the questions asked?
Nitin

: There were overall 6
members.
Among
6
members, 5 male members
and 1 female member.

The questions asked were:
I.

What were you doing after doing
your graduation, why Banking
and why you left the job?

II. About RBI - functions, what is SLR,
CRR, REPO rate current in deep.
III. About MUDRA yojana limits.
IV. Interim budget, what is this term?
V.

One question from hometown i.e.
why and the cultivation of sugar
cane takes place?

MICA : From whom did you
get information of your
selection and what was your
reaction?

MICA : What would you say about
“Master in Current Affairs”
Magazine (MICA) and
Mahendra Guru Website?

Nitin

Nitin

: The magazine is precise,
brief and well updated.
Since digital content is easy
to carry anywhere & it is
available anytime so it helps
a lot.

MICA : What message do you want
to convey to other aspirants?

MICA : What is the best thing about
our coaching institute,
according to you?

MICA : Congratulations!
once
again on your success. Your
success is our success.

Nitin

Nitin

: Faculty and Infrastructure.

Nitin

India's first geothermal power project will be established at Puga village of eastern Ladakh.

: I got notification from
Mahendra's. I was so nervous
and I was shivering when I
was checking my result.

: Don't stop go on, never
wait what will happen, keep
patience and firm believe on
yourself.

: Thank You!
MARCH 2021 MICA
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

One Liner

ONE Liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

AWARDS

## Recently who has been named as the deputy election
commissioner of India? - Umesh Sinha

## Recently who has won 13 awards in three prestigious
categories of "National Energy Conservation Awards"
(NECA) for the year 2020? - Indian Railway
## Who has been conferred the prestigious Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman Award.
- Mukesh Aghi
## Who has been launched revamped version of "Gallantry
Awards Portal"?
- Rajnath Singh
## How many Padam Vibhushan award 2021 conferred
by the President of India? - 7
## Which State has won the National Best Electoral
Practices Award 2020?
- Meghalaya
## In Republic Day Parade: Which State wins Best
Tableau Award?
- Uttar Pradesh
## Which state has won the 'Best State' award at the 2nd
edition of the 'Janaagraha City Governance Awards'?
- Odisha
## Which Indian was awarded the Most Excellent Order of
the British Empire Award? - Chitra Sundaram
## Who has been awarded with the 'Silver Salver Award'
by CDS Bipin Rawat?
- Prithipal Singh
## Who has announced $100 million prize for development
of the "best" technology to capture carbon dioxide
emissions?
- Elon Musk

## Recently who has been elected as the "Speaker of the
House" in USA?
- Nancy Pelosi
## Recently Raghavendra Singh Chauhan has been
appointed as the Chief Justice of the High Court of
which state?
- Uttrakhand
## Recently who has been appointed as the new Chief
Justice (CJ) of the Common High Court for the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir and Union Territory of
Ladakh?
- Pankaj Mithal
## Recently JS Banerjee has been appointed as the Chief
Justice of which High Court? - Madras High Court
## Sri Turlapati Kutumba Rao was passed away he was
related to which profession? - Journalist
## __________appointed as the head of Google Cloud in
the Asia Pacific.
- Karan Bajwa
## Which of the State's the former Chief Minister
Madhavsinh Solanki has passed away?			
- Gujarat
## Recently Shree D Prakash Rao has been passed away,
he was related to which? - Social Activist
## Who has elected the presidential election in
Kyrgyzstan?
- Sadyr Zhaparov
## Who has been appointed as the new Chief Justice of
the Guwahati High Court? - Sudhanshu Dhulia
## Who has been appointed as the Chairman & Managing
Director (CMD) of MTNL? - PK Purwar
## Who has been appointed as the next High Commissioner
of India to Malawi?
- S Gopalakrishnan
## Who has been appointed as the new Chairperson of
BCCC?
- Gita Mittal
## Who was appointed as the director of cricket by
Rajasthan Royals for the Indian Premier League
upcoming season?
- Kumar Sangakkara
## Who has been appointed as the new MD and CEO of
Dhanlaxmi Bank?
- JK Shivan
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SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES
## Recently which state has launched "Kisan Fasal Rahat
Yojna"?
- Jharkhand
## Which phase of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
to be launched?
- 3 Phase
## Which ministry has launched the "Freight Business
Development Portal"?
- Ministry of Railways
## Which State has started a scheme called "Ek Paudha
Suposhit Beti Ke Naam"? - Rajasthan
## How much amount PM announced Startup India Seed
Fund Scheme?
- 1000 crore
## Which state has started the free bus service for women
and senior citizens under the "Brahman Sarathi"
scheme?
- Assam

Punjab''s water supply and sanitation department has set up solar-based water supply project at
Jagrawan-Muradpur and Talwara villages of the Jalandhar district.

One Liner
## Who has launched the "One School One IAS"
scheme?
- Arif Mohammad Khan
## Which state's farming community benefiting through
"Rin Samadhan scheme" in collaboration with SBI?
- Maharashtra
## Which state has launched the "Clean Bindu Sagar"
initiative?
- Odisha
## What is the name of the portal has launched by Shri
Arjun Munda for Tribal Affairs?			
- ShramShakti
## How much amount released by Finance Ministry to 18
States for providing grants to the Rural Local Bodies?
- 12,351 crore
## Who has launched the "Startup India Seed Fund"?
- Narendra Modi

NATIONAL & STATE
## Recently which application has been launched by
the External Affairs Ministry to connect with Indian
diaspora?
- Global Pravasi Rishta
## Recently which state cabinet has approved Dharma
Swatantrya Bill 2020?
- MP
## Recently which state has launched the mPension app?
- Manipur
## The Union government has approved the new NH
projects worth Rs 5,801 cr for which State?		
- Maharashtra
## Recently which state has announced to launch the
country's first Solar Electric RORO service?		
- Kerala
## Which state has launched the first online youth radio
station?
- Himachal Pradesh
## How much amount Cabinet has been approved
investment for "Ratle Hydro Power Project" in J&K?
- Rs 5,282 cr
## Recently who dedicated the "Kochi - Mangaluru"
Natural Gas Pipeline to the nation?			
- Narendra Modi
## Recently how much BEML amount hands over
dividend worth to Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh?
- Rs 5.625 crore
## Recently in how many states PM Modi laid the
foundation stone for Light House projects?		
- 6
## Recently Centre decides to form committee to
protect language, culture & land of Ladakh under the
leadership of whom?
- G Kishan Reddy

## Recently inaugurated the Kochi-Mangaluru natural
gas pipeline. What is the length of the pipeline?		
- 450 km
## Recently who has been launched Online Portal for
Items to be ‘Purchased Against Firm Demand’ from
CSD?
- Rajnath Singh
## Recently who launches ‘Single Window Clearance
System' for smooth operationalisation of coal mines?
- Amit Shah
## Recently who launch “Khadi Prakritik Paint”
developed by KVIC?
- Nitin Gadkari
## Recently which organisation has adopted 100 Atal
Tinkering Labs across country to promote education?
- ISRO
## How much amount spent to create infrastructure for
safe movement of wildlife on the National Highway?
- 1200 crore
## Which Navy has coordinated second edition of largest
coastal defence exercise Sea Vigil-21 starting?		
- Indian Navy
## _________amendment to the Industrial Disputes
Act has received the assent of President Ram Nath
Kovind.
- Gujarat
## North East Cane & Bamboo Development Council
(NECBDC) under North Eastern Council (NEC)
signed a memorandum of understanding of which
State/ UT?
- J&K
## Which organisation has launched new edition of Atal
Tinkering Lab, ATL handbook?			
- NITI Aayog
## How many of Tejas fighter jets cabinet cleared purchase
for Indian Air Force?
- 83
## What is the rank of India in “Break Out Economies”?
- 4th
## Which state government has declared the entire state
as a controlled area?
- Punjab
## Who has been nominated as the chairman of the Delhi
High Court Legal Service Committee.			
- Siddharth Mridul
## Which edition of Republic Day has been celebrated
On 26 January 2021?
- 72nd Republic Day
## Who has inaugurated "Bharat Parv-2021"?		
- Om Birla
## In which city the new 4-lane Thaltej-Shilaj-Rancharda
railway overbridge has been inaugurated?		
- Ahmedabad
## Who has flagged-off fleet of electric buses in Andaman
and Nicobar Islands?
- D K Joshi

Scientists have found the first geological evidence of an earthquake at Himebasti Village on the
border of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh.
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One Liner

INTERNATIONAL
## Recently which country's decision to abolished the
‘tampon tax’?
- UK
## Recently who was re-elected as the president of Central
African Republic?
- Faustin-Archange
		 Touadera
## Recently which country has passed the “Malala Yousafzai
Scholarship Act”?
- USA
## Recently in the Indian Ocean, which country has deployed
"Sea Wing Gliders"?
- China
## Recently who has become India's 67th chess
grandmaster?
- Leon Mendonca
## Recently which institution has signed USD 10 million
loan agreement with India to expand horticulture in
Himachal Pradesh?
- ADB
## Which country will be launched the first wooden satellite
of the World in 2023?
- Japan
## Cabinet approves MoU between India, _______ for
scientific and technical cooperation.			
- UAE
## The Fatah - 1 weapon system was test fired by which
country?
- Pakistan
## Which countries has been jointly developed the JF-17
fighter Jet?
- China and Pakistan
## In which country world's Oldest Known Cave Painting
Found?
- Indonesia
## Who will sing national anthem at Joe Biden’s inauguration
as President of USA?
- Lady Gaga
## Which country has released its next-generation 'Xian'
H-20 stealth bomber.
- China
## Which country has been released the "1776
Commission report"?
- USA
## Which country gets geographical indicator recognition
for its basmati rice?
- Pakistan
## Which US President has been impeached twice first
time by US Congress?
- Donald Trump
## Which country has been blacklisted Xiaomi Corporation?
- USA
## Recently in which country World's oldest known cave
painting was found?
- Indonesia
## According to the "TomTom Traffic Index" 2020, which
city has the most congested city in the world?		
- Moscow
## According to UNICEF, which country records highest
number of babies born on New Year’s Day?		
- India
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## Recently how many much amount ADB and India
signed loan to upgrade power distribution system in
Bengaluru?
- $100 million
## According to World Bank, India’s economy is
estimated to contract how much per cent in the fiscal
year 2020-21?
- 9.6

FINANCIAL AWARENESS
## Recently which bank has issued the Electoral bonds as
of December 2020?
- SBI
## Recently which company has partnered with Reliance
Jio to provide 5G solutions to world?			
- Tech Mahendra
## Recently RBI has the imposed a penalty of `2.5 crore
on which company for breaching regulatory norms?
- Bajaj Finance Limited
## Recently which bank has launched the video KYC
account opening (VAO) facility for savings bank
accounts?
- IDBI Bank
## The Reserve Bank of India has imposed a monetary
penalty of Rs 2 crore on which bank for delays in
reporting of frauds?
- Chartered Bank of India
## Which bank inaugurated international banking unit at
Gift City?
- HSBC Bank
## Government approved to shut down of which
company?
- Scooters India
## Which bank has launched the wellness theme credit
card?
- YES Bank
## Which company has completed the acquisition of smart
wearable company Fitbit? - Google
## Recently “Udyog Manthan” being organized from
which date?
- 4 January to 2 March
## Recently RBI has issued Rs 5500 cr zero-coupon
bonds for the recapitalization of which bank?		
- Punjab & Sind Bank
## SAIL planning to set up India's first gas-to-ethanol
plant in which State?
- Maharashtra
## How much amount the foreign direct investment increased
to in November last year? - $ 8.51 billion
## What is the current Repo Rate?				
- 4.00%
## Which city Fiat Chrysler has partnered with Wipro to
set up its 1st Global Digital Hub?			
- Hyderabad
## How much amount has been HDFC received to sell
24.48 percent stake in Good Host?			
- Rs 232.81 crore

State-owned NTPC announced commissioning of 5 mega watt (MW) solar capacity at a project in
Auraiya, Uttar Pradesh.

One Liner
SPORTS

MISCELLANEOUS

## Recently who become 11th players complete 6000
runs in Test cricket?
- Cheteshwar Pujara
## Recently which State/UT has been organized the
Khelo India Ice Hockey Tournament?			
- Ladakh
## Who has inaugurated the first ever Khelo India Zanskar
Winter Sports Festival in Zanskar Kargil district?		
- Kiren Rijiju
## Who become the first women umpire to officiate men's
test match?
- Claire Polosak
## In how many innings Rishabh Pant has become the
first Indian batsman to score 1000 runs?			
- 27
## In which country Women Asian Cup Football 2022
will held?
- India
## Who among the following won the men's 25m rapid
fire pistol T1 trials at the Dr Karni Singh Shooting
range?
- Gurpreet Singh

## Recently who has released the report on Trend and
Progress of banking in India 2019-2020?		
- RBI

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
## Recently "SuperApp" plan was in news, related to
- Tata Digital

## Which theme is the "National Metrology Conclave"
2021?
- Metrology for the
			 Inclusive Growth of
		 the Nation

## Which State / UT has launched the mobile application
"Satark Nagrik"?
- Jammu & Kashmir

## In which state will host the 51st International Film
Festival of India?
- Goa

## Who has been is among the winners of an app
development challenge organised by NASA?		
- Aryan Jain

## Who is the writer of the book "Right Under Your
Nose"?
- R. Giridharan

## Which app has launched by the Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman?
- Union Budget Mobile
		 App
## Which organisation Launches ' Krishi Sakha ' App for
Farmers?
- Bharti AXA General
		 Insurance
## How many Indian languages Google has introduced a
new transliteration feature in its Maps app?		
- 10
## Recently who launches Digital Calendar and Diary of
Government of India?
- Prakash Javadekar
## Who has been developed landing gear systems for
UAVs?
- CVRDE
## Which has been ranked top in the fastest growing technology
center in the world?
- Bengaluru
## Under which project the India's combat drone system
is being developed?
- CATS

## Recently release memoirs 'The Presidential Years,
2012-2017' is related to whom?			
- Pranab Mukharjee
## What is India's rank in the world Economic League
table 2021?
- 6th
## Recently who "Toycathon" 2021 launched to promote
manufacturing of indigenous toys?			
- Ramesh Pokhriyal
		 ‘Nishank’ and 		
		 Smriti Zubin Irani
## Recently Bureau of Indian Standards has been
celebrated which foundation day?			
- 74th
## Recently on which date Global Family Day has been
celebrated?
- 1st January

## How many police personnel has been selected for
Medals on Republic Day? - 946
## BTR Accord Day celebration is related to which
state?
- Assam
## On which day the Nation celebrated National Girl
Child Day?
- 24th January
## Which edition of MASCRADE 2021 has been
inaugurated by Dr. Harsh Vardhan?			
- 7th
## On which day International Holocaust Remembrance
Day celebrated?
- 27-Jan
## What is the rank of India in the Global Climate Risk
Index 2021?
- 7
## Which organisation launched Second Edition of India
Innovation Index 2020? - NITI Aayog
## On which date the National Disaster Response Force
has celebrated its 16th Raising Day?			
- 19th January

India gifted 2,000 metric tonnes of rice to Syria following a request from the Arab republic.
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SPOTLIGHT

ALL THAT MATTERS
IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

ABBREVIATIONS
GATT : General Agreement on Tariff and Trade
VDIS

: Voluntary Disclosure of Income Scheme

DIPAM : Department of Investment and Public Asset
Management
FRDI

: Financial Resolution and Deposit Insurance

WCCB : Wildlife Crime Control Bureau

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY

Core inflation is the change in the cost
of goods and services but excludes
items in the food and energy sector.
Core inflation is extremely important
because it is used to determine the
impact of rising prices on consumer
income.

01

Food and energy prices are excluded
from this calculation because their
prices can be too volatile or fluctuate
wildly. Food and energy are necessary
staples, meaning demand for them
doesn't change much even as prices
rise.
Also, oil and gas are commodities
that are traded on the exchange where
traders can buy and sell them. Food is
too traded including wheat and corn.
The speculation of energy and food
commodities leads to volatility in their
prices, causing rapid swings in the
inflation figures.

Advantage India: The
Story of Indian Tennis
:- Anindya Dutta

The Little Book of
Encouragement

Why Food and Energy Prices are
excluded?

MICA MARCH 2021

Zero Discrimination Day
World Wildlife Day
International Women's Day
World Consumer Rights Day
National Vaccination Day
World Sparrow Day
World Forestry Day
World Water Day
World Meteorological Day
World Tuberculosis Day
World Theatre Day

BOOKS & AUTHORS

Core Inflation

10

1 March
3 March
8 March
15 March
16 March
20 March
21 March
22 March
23 March
24 March
27 March

02

:- Dalai Lama

03

Oh Mizoram

:- PS Sreedharan Pillai

Right under Your Nose

04

:- R Giridharan

05

How to Avoid a
Climate Disaster
:- Bill Gates

The Animals guitarist Hilton Valentine, who created one of the most famous riffs in pop music in the
1960s, died at the age of 77.

APPOINTMENTS
Dr Ajay Mathura

I

ndia has named Ajay Mathur as
the next Director-General of the
International Solar Alliance. He
will succeed Upendra Tripathi,
who has served as directorgeneral since 2017. The term of
Director General is four years.
Ajay Mathur is currently the
head of The Energy and Research
Institute based in New Delhi.
ISA was established to accelerate
the demand for and use of safe, sustainable, and affordable
solar energy for all. It aims to invest more than a trillion
dollars by 2030 by focused advocacy, policy and regulatory
support, capacity building, and overcoming perceived
investment barriers in solar projects.
International Solar Alliance (ISA):
The International Solar Alliance is an alliance that India
started in 2015. This alliance was proposed by PM
Modi. The alliance was inaugurated in the year 2016 by
French President François Hollande and PM Narendra
Modi. Currently, ISA has 121 member countries. It is
headquartered in Gurugram, Haryana. India has set up 42
solar parks to provide land to the promoters of solar plants.
India has targeted to achieve 100 GW of solar power by
2022. The ISA is a coalition of 121 countries, most of
them sunny countries, which lie completely
or partially between the Tropic of Cancer
and the Tropic of Capricorn. The primary
objective of the alliance is to work towards
increasing the consumption of solar energy
to reduce dependence on fossil fuels.

Mahesh Palashkhar

G

E T&D India Ltd, a
power
transmission
and
distribution
company,
announced the appointment of
Mahesh Palshikhar as chairman
of the board of directors. His
appointment will be effective
from March 1, 2021. Palshikhar
will replace Vishal's Wanchu
in the new role. Wanchoo
is associated with another
company after retiring from GE. The company's board of
directors also included Emanuel Bartolini, the global chief
commercial officer of GE Grid Solutions, on the board.
The company said that Nagesh Tilwani, a full-time director,
has resigned from the board of directors due to increasing

THE PEOPLE

responsibilities within the GE group. Mahesh will replace
him. Palshikhar has 21 years of experience. He is currently
the Chairman of GE South Asia and the Chairman of GE
Power India Limited.
GE T&D India Limited (formerly ALSTOM T & D India
Limited): is a leading player in the power transmission
& distribution infrastructure business. The company has a
total of 6 manufacturing sites. It has a portfolio of products
solutions and services comprising the entire
range of transmission equipment up to Extra
and Ultra High Voltages (765 kV and beyond)
including air-insulated switchgear (AIS) and
locally manufactured power transformers and
gas-insulated switchgear (GIS).

Usha Rai-Monari

U

N
Secretary-General
António
Guterres
has
appointed Usha Rai-Monari, a
well-known Indian expert in the
field of finance and investment,
as the Under Secretary General
and Associate Administrator of
the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP).
In a statement issued by a UN
spokesperson, Rao-Monari, senior
advisor at Blackstones Infrastructure Group, is an investment
professional with three decades of experience, especially in
the infrastructure sector. Rao-Monari has previously served
as chief executive officer of Global Water Development
Partners, a company in the Blackstone portfolio, and has
held several senior positions, including director of the
Sustainable Business Advisory Group at International
Finance Corporation, part of the World Bank Group.
Rao-Monari holds a master's degree in international
affairs and finance from Columbia University's 'School
of International and Public Affairs / School of Business'
and a master's degree in management studies from the
Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of Management, Mumbai. He
did his BA in Economics from Delhi University. Honors
degree received.
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP):
is the United Nations' global development network. It
promotes technical and investment cooperation among
nations and advocates for change and connects countries
to knowledge, experience and resources
to help people build a better life for
themselves.
Headquarters: New York
Administrator: Achim Steiner

The 25th “Hunar Haat” is being organised at Maharaja College Ground, Chamarajapuram, Mysuru
(Karnataka) from 06th to 14th February, 2021.
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APPOINTMENTS

N. Venudhar Reddy

S

enior Indian Information
Service officer N. Venudhara
Reddy has taken over as the Chief
Director General of All India
Radio News. He is a 1988 batch
officer of the Indian Information
Service. Prior to this he was Joint
Secretary in the Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management,
Ministry
of
Finance.
N. V. Reddy has also served as Additional Director General
in the Bureau of Outreach and Communication. He has
extensive experience in media planning and management,
administration and news collection. He also served in
various positions in All India Radio and Doordarshan
News. Reddy replaces Jaideep Bhatnagar, who has now
been appointed as Special Officer in the Press Information
Office-PIB. Bhatnagar will take over as Principal Director
General at PIB from 1st March.
Doordarshan News - Doordarshan News, commonly
known by its abbreviation as DD News. It is India's only
24-hour terrestrial (broadcast without satellite) TV news
channel. The Prasar Bharati Company Board proposed that
DD approve to start a 24-hour news channel in place of
Metro, which was about to be closed. It was later approved
by the Union Cabinet at the October 3, 2003 meeting.
All India Radio (AIR): officially known since 1957 as
Akashvani ("Voice from the Sky"), is the
national public radio broadcaster of India
and is a division of Prasar Bharati. It was
established in 1936.It is the sister service
of Prasar Bharati's Doordarshan, an Indian
television broadcaster.

Harsh Chauhan

H

arsh
Chauhan,
noted
social worker, founder of
Shivganga project, and Halma
movement in Jhabua district of
Madhya Pradesh is appointed
as Chairman of the National
Scheduled Tribes Commission
(NCST) by the President of India.
Chauhan is associated with
Janjati Suraksha Manch and
Akhil Bharatiya Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram. The chairperson has the rank of Union Cabinet
minister, and the vice-chairperson that of minister of state.
Members have the rank of secretary to the Government of

12
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India. Harsh Chauhan belongs from Bhilala Janjati of Dhar
district. His father Bharat Chauhan was a freedom fighter,
and was Member of Parliament from Dhar constituency for
three times. Harsh had his education from SGSITS Indore
and did his masters from IIT Delhi in 1984.
He studied in depth about the problems of the Janjati
people, understood their strength and developed a system
of working based on spiritual traditions. He worked hard to
eliminate the gap between the image and reality between the
Jan jati and urban communities since 1984. His wonderful
contribution to the society was starting of Shivganga
project in Jhabua. Students of IIT, IIM and other best
academic institutions come to Jhabua to study the Jhabua
project from all over the country; some of them stay there,
and dedicate their life to this project. Harsh
Chauhan is closely associated with the RSS
and was Vibhag Karyawah of RSS besides
being the President of Vanvasi Kalyan
Parishad. Presently, he is the Member of
the Board of Governors of IIM Kolkata.

Tamilisai Sundararajan

T

elangana Governor Tamilisai
Sundararajan took the oath
of office of Lt. Governor of
Puducherry. Sundararajan has
been given additional charge
of Puducherry. Chief Justice of
the Madras High Court, Sanjeev
Banerjee administered the oath of
office and secrecy to Sushrirajan
in a simple ceremony held at Raj
Niwas. He took oath in Tamil
language. Earlier, Puducherry Government Chief Secretary
Ashwini Kumar read out the order of Governor Ramnath
Kovind on February 16 to hand over additional charge of
Union Territory to Tamilisai Sushtararajan. It is worth
noting that Sundararajan is holding the post of Lieutenant
Governor at a time when the Puducherry government has
lost majority after the resignation of another MLA of the
ruling Congress. Assembly Speaker VP Sivakolundu, Chief
Minister V Narayanasamy, ministers and other dignitaries
attended the oath-taking ceremony. After taking the oath,
the Lt. Governor was given a guard of honor by the
Puducherry Police outside the Raj Niwas.
Tamilisai Soundararajan - Tamilisai Soundararajan is an
Indian politician, serving as the second and
current Governor of Telangana. She is also
the 25th, and current Lieutenant Governor of
Puducherry. She was the National Secretary,
and Tamil Nadu State Unit President of the
BJP prior to this appointment.

Twenty-five cities, including Agartala, Bengaluru,Thiruvananthapuram, Vadodara and Ujjain,
have been selected for the government''s ''Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge'' to develop and
implement initiatives to improve the quality of life of young children, caregivers and families.

APPOINTMENTS
Gautam Thakar

O

LX Group appointed former
Star Sports President and
CEO Gautam Thakar as the
Global CEO of its previously
owned car market OLX Autos.
With this, Thakar will now lead
a worldwide organization with a
workforce of over 4,000 across
Asia, Africa, and the Americas.
OLX Autos operates online digital
trading platforms in addition
to more than 500 inspection centers in the US, Asia, and
Africa. Also inspects 300,000 vehicles each year. This
enables 130,000 vehicle transactions. Gautam was earlier
the CEO of Star Sports in India, which was acquired by the
Walt Disney Company. He has leadership experience in the
digital marketplace as a former global CEO. Thakar was a
part of Baji.com's founding management team, having led
e-commerce in India before it was acquired by eBay in 2005.
OLX Autos is the smart way to sell your car. We offer one-stop
solutions that are safe, convenient, and offer guaranteed peace
of mind for both buyer and seller. Simply get a free evaluation
online, then drive to one of our many inspection centers.
OLX Autos has more than 500 inspection centers across the
Americas, Asia, and Africa. It operates under its own and
other well-known leading brands, such as CarFirst & Cars45.
Founded - 2006
Founder - Fabrice Grinda Alec Oxenford
CEO - Martin Scheepbouwer
Website - www.olxgroup.com

Shantanu Mitra

F

ullerton
India
Credit
Company has appointed
Shantanu Mitra as the new CEO
and Managing Director. He has
over 40 years of experience in
financial services, with over 20
years at Standard Chartered and
Citibank, where he had stints in
India, Singapore, and Thailand.
His last role in Standard Chartered
was Senior Regional Risk Officer,
India, Middle East, and Africa. His previous experience
with Fullerton included a stint from 2010 to 2017. Mitra
has over 40 years of experience in financial services, with
over 20 years at Standard Chartered and Citibank, where he
had stints in India, Singapore, and Thailand. His last role
in Standard Chartered was Senior Regional Risk Officer,

India, Middle East, and Africa. His previous experience
with Fullerton included a stint from 2010 to 2017.
"Fullerton India Credit Corporation Limited is a non banking financial company in India. It is headquartered in
Mumbai, India, and deals with financing
across retail and rural segments.
Founded: 1994
Headquarters: Mumbai

Deepika Padukone

L

evi's
announced
the
appointment
of
actress
Deepika Padukone as its global
brand ambassador. The denim
brand said that the association will
help to attract a new generation
of women consumers. Padukone
is the first female celebrity to
become the face of the brand in
India.
“She is not only a style icon
but also an inspiration to the youth and women globally.
With her on-board, we are confident of strengthening this
brand further especially when we are strongly focusing
on leading the women’s category," said Sanjeev Mohanty,
Managing Director of Levi’s. The iconic American denim
brand, which entered India 25 years ago, has been impacted
by the Covid-19 pandemic owing to extended lockdowns,
and inventory disruptions.
the financial year ended March 2020, Levi's India posted
revenue of 1,122.57 crores Rs, registering a nominal 1.6%
jump from the last fiscal of 1,104.38 crores Rs. Profit after
tax (PAT), though, declined during the same period to 28.4
Crores Rs from 50.3 crores Rs. Levi's attributed this growth
to multiple factors including growth in women's denim
category, profitable store network, and improved direct-toconsumer business.
Levi Strauss & Co. is an American clothing company
known worldwide for its Levi's brand of denim jeans. It
was founded in May 1853.
Founder: Levi Strauss
Founded: 1853, San Francisco, California,
United States of America
CEO: Charles V Bergh
Headquarters: San Francisco, California,
United States

Natalia Vodianova

R

ussian supermodel, entrepreneur, public speaker,
and philanthropist Natalia Mikhailovna Vodianova,

Veteran fast bowler Ishant Sharma became the sixth Indian and third pacer from the country to take
300 wickets in Test cricket, joining legends such as Kapil Dev and Anil Kumble.
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popularly known as Supernova,
has become a United Nations
goodwill ambassador, pledging
to promote the sexual, and
reproductive rights of women
and girls. The supermodel has
also appeared in several bigscreen movies including Belle
du Seigneur (2012), Clash of the
Titans (2010), CQ (2001), The
Legend of Shalimar (2013), and
Probka (2009).
Natalia said in a statement, "For too long, society’s
approach to menstruation and women’s health has been
defined by the moratorium and stigma”, adding that this
situation has undermined the most basic needs and rights
of women. Working with UNFPA for the last three years,
Kanem said, Vodianova has focused on “breaking harmful
taboos, and tackling the stigmas that surround women's
bodies, and health, including menstrual health even
during humanitarian crises, and all forms of gender-based
violence.”
UNFPA Executive Director Natalia Kanem also added in
a statement that we all have a role to play in breaking the
taboos around menstruation. Vodianova told a UN press
conference by video link: “I look forward to continuing my
work to tackle the myths and taboos that billions of women,
girls, and vulnerable young people have to live with and
raise the standards of women's health and dignity.”
Russia is a transcontinental country spanning Eastern
Europe and Northern Asia. It covers over 17,125,191
square kilometers.
President: Vladimir Putin
Capital: Moscow
Currency: Russian Ruble

Iraqi Garibashvili

I

raqi Garibashvili has been
elected as the new Prime
Minister
after
Georgia's
parliament has proved a vote
of confidence in the cabinet.
Iraqi Garibashvili is a Georgian
politician and the current Prime
Minister of Georgia. Garibashvili
has pledged to create a long-term
development strategy for Georgia
in its first hundred days.
The foremost agenda of the Iraqi Garibashvili will be to
continue the necessary work of the government to manage
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the epidemic and focus on rebuilding the economy while
continuing to strengthen Jordan's security and democratic
institutions.
Vote of Confidence - A vote of confidence is a parliamentary
process, it is done under Rule 184, voting is done in the
House on this resolution, after which it becomes known,
how many members are in favor of the government and
how many members are against the government. The
motion for a vote of confidence is brought by the ruling
government. Its purpose is to bring strength to the House
Georgia is a country located at the crossroads of Europe
and Asia, a former Soviet republic that is home to Caucasus
Mountain villages and the Black Sea beaches. It is famous
for Verdzia, a huge 12th-century cave monastery. The
capital, Tbilisi, is known for its old city's
diverse architecture and labyrinthine,
cobblestone streets.
Georgia Capital: Tbilisi
Currency: Georgian Lari

Pramod Chandra Modi

T

he Center has extended the
term of the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
chairman Pramod Chandra Modi
for three months to May 31,
2021. Modi's term was extended
in August 2020, before now. This
is the third extension of his tenure
as CBDT chairman.
In a notification, the Department
of Personnel and Training said
that the Cabinet Appointments Committee had approved
the extension. The notification said the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet approved the extension of
Pramod Chandra Modi as the Chairman of the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) in reappointment for a period of
three months effective from 01.03.2021 to 31.20.2021.
Modi, a 1982 batch Indian Revenue Service (IRS) officer,
was appointed as the CBDT chairman in February 2019.
CBDT - Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) is a part of
the Department of Revenue in the Ministry of Finance. The
CBDT provides input for direct taxes policy and planning
in India and is also responsible for the administration of
direct tax laws through the IT department. CBDT is a
statutory authority function under the Central Revenue Act,
1963. The officers of the Board in their ex-officio capacity
also function as a department of the Ministry dealing with
matters relating to collection and collection of direct taxes.
The chairman and members of the CBDT are selected from
the Indian Revenue Service, whose members constitute the

A signing ceremony of the Memorandum of Understanding [MoU] for the construction of the
Lalandar [Shatoot] Dam in Afghanistan took place over VTC.

AWARDS
top management of the IT department. The Chairman and
each member of the CBDT are responsible for supervisory
control over the special functional categories in the field
offices of the IT department. The various functions and
responsibilities of the CBDT are distributed among the
chairman and six members, with only fundamental issues

that are reserved for collective decision by the CBDT. The
areas of a collective decision by CBDT
include a policy regarding the discharge
of statutory functions of CBDT and the
Central Government under various direct
tax laws.

AWARDS
Tulu Sahitya Academy

IPPAI Awards 2020

he honorary awards
for the year 2018,
2019 and 2020 of
Karnataka Tulu Sahitya
Academy
will
be
presented on March 7 at
Ravindra Kala Kshetra
Bengaluru,
informed
Karnataka Tulu Sahitya
Academy president Dayanand Kathalsaar.
For the year 2018, Lalitha R Rai (Tulu Literature) Rathnakar
Rao Kavoor (Tulu Drama) and A K Vijay (Tulu movie) will
be presented the honorary award, and Shantharam V Shetty
(Manna Bajano Tulu Poetry), and Rajashree T Rai Perla
(Kombu Tulu novel) will be presented the book award.
For the year 2019, Dr S R Vignaraj (Tulu Literature), the
late Thimmappa Gujran (Tulu Yakshagana posthumous),
and Guruva Koraga (Tulu folk) will be presented the
honorary award, and Kushalakshi V Kulal (Pani Mutthu
Maale, Tulu poetry) will be presented the book award.
For the year 2020, Ramachandra Baikampady (Tulu
literature), Tungappa Bangera (Tulu drama), and Anand
Poojary (Tulu folk) will be presented the honorary award,
and Dr K Chinnappa Gowda (Kelepu Perade Kelepu Tulu
poetry) will be presented the book award.
The honorary award consists Rs 50,000 cash prize, shawl,
garland and citation. The book award consists of Rs 25,000
cash prize, shawl, garland and citation.
Yogesh Shetty Jeppu, Naveen Shetty Yedmemaar, Ramesh
P Mettinadka, Nagaraj Bhat Bantwala, Bharath Soundarya,
Subhash Nayak and Deepak Padukone, will be presented
special youth achievers award 2020. Tanushree Pithrody
(Yoga), Sannidhi T Rai Perla (Art form) and Takshil
Devadika (Folk) will be presented Baala Prathibha award
2020.
Tulukoota Kuwait (Overseas) Tulu Sangha
Baroda, Bengaluru Tulu Koota, Tulukoota
Udupi and Sri Subramanya Mahaganapathi
Sports Club Thokur Haleyangadi will be
presented organization award 2020.

he Indian Chamber
of Commerce is
organized
the
14th
edition of its flagship
initiative, the “India
Energy Summit” on 24th
& 25th February 2021 on
web platform. The India
Energy Summit (IES),
was started in 2008. IPPAI Awards 2020 were presented
at the 14th India Energy Summit 2020-21. Telangana
State Southern Power Distribution Company Limited
(TSSPDCL) has bagged the prestigious ICC awards under
two different categories – overall innovation with impact
award and quality of service and customer empowerment
at the 14th India Energy Summit 2020-21.
The TSSPDCL has also bagged the prestigious IPPAI
awards under two categories – best distribution company to
promote consumer awareness and best distribution utility
achieving highest electrification, including metering of unelectrified household at the “20th Regulators and Policy
Makers Retreat 2020”.
The Southern Power Distribution Company of Telangana or
TSSPDCL is the Electricity Distribution Company owned
by the government of Telangana for the five southern
districts of Telangana. The Southern Power Distribution
Company of Telangana Ltd (TSSPDCL) was incorporated
under the Companies Act, 1956 as a public limited company
on 02.06-2014 with headquarters at Hyderabad to carryout
electricity distribution business as part of the unbundling of
erstwhile A.P.S.E.B.
TSSPDCL encompasses an area of five districts viz.,
Hyderabad, Rangareddy, Mahbubnagar, Nalgonda and
Medak, Catering to the power requirements of around eight
million consumers (covering a population of around more
than two crores).
Founded - 2 June 2014
Headquarters - Hyderabad, Telangana, India
Key people - G.Raghuma Reddy, Chairman
& Managing Director (FAC)

T

T

The Pentagon has established a task force to provide recommendations in the next few months to
address the challenge posed by China, US President Joe Biden said.
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Critics' Choice Awards 2021

T

he
26th
Critics'
Choice Awards will
be presented on March 7,
2021, honoring the finest
achievements of 2020
filmmaking. The ceremony
will be broadcast on
The CW, alongside the
television awards, with
Taye Diggs hosting for the third consecutive time. The film
nominations were announced on February 8, 2021.
The winners list of the third edition of
Critics' Choice Awards was unveiled on 14
February. The event honours talent, artists
and technicians in feature films, web series
and short films across all Indian languages.
Here are the winners:
Short films
Bebaak
Shazia Iqbal for Bebaak
Adil Hussain for Meal
Amruta Subhash for The Booth
Shazia Iqbal for Bebaak (Dying Wind
In Her Hair)
Feature films
Best Film
Eeb Allay Ooo
Best Director
Prateek Vats for Eeb Allay Ooo
Best Actor
Manoj Bajpayee for Bhonsle
Best Actress
Tillotama Shome for Sir
Best Supporting Pankaj Tripathi for Gunjan Saxena:
Actor
The Kargil Girl
Best Supporting Sai Pallavi for Paava Kadhaigal
Actress
Best Writing
Sachy for Ayyappanum Koshiyum
Best
Siddharth Diwan for Bulbbul
Cinematography
Best Editing
Mahesh Narayanan for C U Soon
Gender
Thappad
Sensitivity Award
Series
Best Series
Scam 1992: The Harshad Mehta Story
Best Actor
Pratik Gandhi for Scam 1992: The
Harshad Mehta Story
Best Actress
Sushmita Sen for Aarya
Best Supporting Abhishek Banerjee for Paatal Lok
Actor
Best Supporting Swastika Mukherjee for Paatal Lok
Actress

Best Short Film
Best Director
Best Actor
Best Actress
Best Writing
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Best Writing

Sumit Purohit, Saurav Dey, Vaibhav
Vishal, Karan Vyas for Scam 1992:
The Harshad Mehta Story

World HRD Congress Awards

U

nion Bank of India
was today awarded
“Best Service Provider”
in Human Resources and
also the best institution for
“Excellence in Learning
& Development” at 29th
Global HRD Congress
awards function held at
Mumbai.
Shri Kalyan Kumar, Chief General Manager, HR was
named as “Chief Human Resources Officer of the Year”.
Shri Vinayak V Tembhurne, General Manager, HR,
received the coveted award on his behalf. Global HRD
Congress Awards are given to institutions annually for the
best HR practices under different categories. Eminent jury
which consists of best in industry selects the organizations
taking into account their remarkable achievements in HR.
Union Bank of India is one of the largest governmentowned banks of India with 120+ million customers and a
total business of US$106 billion. After the amalgamation
with Corporation Bank and Andhra Bank, which came into
effect on 1 April 2020, the amalgamated entity becomes the
fourth largest bank in terms of branch network. UBI now
has around 9500 branches after the amalgamation. Four
of these are overseas in Hong Kong, Dubai, Antwerp, and
Sydney. UBI also has representative offices at Shanghai,
Beijing and Abu Dhabi. Lastly, UBI operates in the
United Kingdom through its wholly owned
subsidiary, Union Bank of India (UK).
Union Bank of India was the anchor bank
for both Andhra Bank and Corporation
Bank, which came into effect on 1 April
2020 as announced by finance Minister of
India Nirmala Sitharaman.

Rating Agency of the Year Awards

F

itch Ratings has been
recognised as the
Corporate, ESG, Public
Finance and Sovereign
Rating Agency of The
Year by The Asset,
a
leading
financial
magazine in the AsiaPacific. The agency also

The American space agency, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), has
successfully landed its Perseverance rover in a deep crater near the planet Mars` equator called
Jezero.

AWARDS
earned a special award for its response to the Covid-19
pandemic in 2020. The Asset's board of editors evaluated
the submissions for the awards, along with CFOs, treasurers
and other treasury professionals who also provided input
in selecting the winners. Criteria for the awards included
transparency of methodology and number of ratings
conducted, default and stability rates, surveillance process,
and investor outreach. The Asset awarded Fitch a special
citation for its response to the pandemic, saying in a media
release that the agency received "high marks for being proactive in its engagement with investors under the prevailing
market environment with its series of webinars, roundtables
and other events across the Asia-Pacific region.
Fitch won its second ESG (Environmental, Social, and
Governance) award from The Asset by "pushing ahead
with its ESG approach on a number of fronts" according to
The Asset. The agency picked up its fourth award in a row
for Sovereigns for its rating actions including a number of
downgrades for sovereigns such as Hong Kong. The Asset
also awarded Fitch the Corporate Rating Agency of the
Year for first-time ratings on issuers such as Tencent Music
Entertainment Group and Contemporary
Amperex Technology Company, as well
as supplanting its competitors in a number
of transactions such as those for State Grid
Corporation of China, PTT Exploration and
Production, and Starhill Global Reit.

Indian Television Academy Awards

T

he Indian Television Academy Awards, also known as the
ITA Awards, is an annual event organised by the Indian
Television Academy to honour excellence of Indian Television.
Ceremony date: 14 February 2021
First awarded: 2001
Network: Star Plus; Sony TV; Zee TV;
Colors TV; Hotstar
Awarded for: Excellence in Television
Winners of Indian Television Academy Awards 2021
Television Awards
Popular Actress
Surbhi Chandna (Naagin 5)
Popular Actor
Dheeraj Dhoopar (Kundali
Bhagya) and Sudhanshu Pandey
(Anupamaa)
Popular Show
Ishq Mein Marjawan 2
(Fiction)
Popular Show
The Kapil Sharma Show
Popular Supporting Krushna Abhishek and Kiku
Actor (Non-Fiction) Sharda (The Kapil Sharma Show)
Popular Supporting Munmun Dutta
Actress

Popular Mytho Show
Popular Host on
Indian Television
Hall of Fame
Milestone Award

Vignaharta Ganesh
Maniesh Paul

Sanjeev Kapoor, and Ekta Kapoor
Balika Vadhu, Divya Aur Baati
Hum, Jassi Jaisi Koi Nahin,
Crime Patrol, Kasautii Zindagi
Kay, Comedy Circus, Sarabhai vs
Sarabhai and Khichdi
Landmark Award
Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah Chashmah,
Indian Idol, Radha Krishn, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hain, Yeh Rishta Kya
Kehlata Hai, Sa Re Ga Ma Pa,
Kundali Bhagya and Naagin
Digital Awards
Popular Actor Web
Pratik Gandhi (Scam 1992 The
Harshad Mehta Story)
Popular Debutant
Akansha Ranjan (Guilty)
Actress
Popular OTT Film
Guilty
Popular Social Media Ssumeir Pasricha
Stars
ITA Viewer’s Choice Chinki Minki
Social Media
Popular Digital
Ashish Chanchlani
Influencer
Landmark Award
Jamtara: Sabka Number Ayega,
Paatal Lok, Aashram, Criminal
Justice, Scam 1992: The Harshad
Mehta Story, Asur, Fittrat

PRSI National Awards 2020

B

harat
Petroleum
Corporation
Ltd.
(BPCL)
has
been
recognised with 11
prestigious awards by
the Public Relations
Society of India (PRSI)
for business excellence
and innovative approach
in ‘PRSI National Awards 2020’ announced recently. BPCL
bagged 11 awards ranking first, second and third positions
in varied categories.
BPCL bagged the first position in four major categories
such as ‘Best use of Social Media in campaign,’ ‘Public
Relations in Action’ ‘Award for Innovation in Customer
Care during Corona Times’ and ‘E-Newsletter.’ Being at the
forefront of driving innovations and business excellence,
BPCL proved to be the master of these categories by
optimum use of the resources.

Ahmedabad-based Bodal Chemicals Ltd will acquire Mawana Sugars Ltd's Siel Chemical Complex
(SCC) in Punjab for nearly Rs 140 crore.
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Securing the second position in total six categories, BPCL
marked another achievement in awards like Innovation
in Marketing Strategies in Corona Times, Excellence
in Covid 19 – Management in Public Enterprises, Best
Communication Campaign (External Publics), Best
Communication Campaign (Internal Publics), Best
PSU Implementing RTI, and ‘House Journal - Hindi for
Petroleum Swar.’
The company was also awarded the third position ‘Best
Employee Communication Program award’ for outstanding
contribution in achieving communication programs for its
employees and valuing its human capital.
The jury board comprised of personnel from PRSI and
external universe to gauge and applaud the work done by
various companies in the 36 categories.
PRSI recognises and honours the work
done by companies and awards them
to motivate and reinforce the culture of
achieving excellence and quality to all the
stakeholders.

Dadasaheb Phalke International
Film Festival Awards 2021

T

he
Dadasaheb
Phalke International
Film Festival Awards
2021 were announced
on February 20, 2021,
for honouring the best
in television, film, and
music.
This year's awards also
included the OTT category keeping in view
its rising popularity and immense talent
showcased on the platform.
Complete list of winners:
Category
Winners
Best Actor (Female)
Deepika Padukone
(Chhapaak)
Best Actor (Male)
Akshay Kumar (Laxmii)
Critic’s Best Actor
Sushant Singh Rajput (Dil
Bechara)
Critic’s Best Actress
Kiara Advani (Guilty)
Best Film
Tanhaji: The Unsung Warrior
Best International Feature Parasite
Film
Most Vesatile Actor
Kay Kay Menon
Best Director
Anurag Basu (Ludo)
Best Actor in Supporting Role Vikrant Messy (Chhapaak)
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Best Actress in
Supporting Role
Best Actor in Comic Role
Best Actor (Web Series)
Best Actress (Web Series)
Best Web Series
Album of the Year
Best Television Series
Best Actress in Television
Series
Best Actor in Television
Series
Photographer of the Year
Style Diva of the Year
Performer of the Year
Outstanding Contribution
to the Indian Film
Industry
Outstanding Contribution
to Literature in Indian
Cinema
Best Short Film

Radhika Madan (Angrezi
Medium)
Kunal Kemmu (Lootcase)
Bobby Deol (Aashram)
Sushmita Sen (Aarya)
Scam: 1992
Titliyaan
Kundali Bhagya
Surbhi Chandna
Dheeraj Dhoopar
Daboo Ratnani
Divya Khosla Kumar
Nora Fatehi
Dharmendra
Chetan Bhagat
Khayali Pulao

Asia Environmental Enforcement
Award-2020

T

he Wildlife Crime
Control
Bureau
(WCCB) has received
the Asia Environmental
Enforcement Award-2020
awarded by the United
Nations
Environment
Programme (UNEP).
According to Union
Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar, WCCB getting
the award twice in three years is a testimony of India's
commitment towards ending wildlife crime.
Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) has been
awarded this year under the Innovation category. Earlier,
the Bureau had received the award in 2018 under the same
category.
Wildlife Crime Control Bureau - WCCB is a statutory
body established by the Government of India under the
Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change
to combat organized wildlife crime. The Wild Life
(Protection) Amendment Act, 2006 provisions came into
force on 4 September 2006. It became operational in the
year 2008.
Motto "Fighting Transboundary Environmental
Crime"

IIT Kharagpur has inked an MoU with the National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) to develop a
framework for universal city planning inclusive for all sections of the society.

AWARDS
Formed - 2006
Governing body - Government of India
Headquarters - New Delhi
Parent agency - Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change

Kunchan Nambiar Award

R

enowned
poet
Prabha
Varma
has bagged this year's
Mahakavi
Kunchan
Nambiar Award for his
outstanding contributions
to Malayalam language
and literature.
The award comprises a
purse of Rs 25,001, a citation and a plaque, jury chairman
Indra Babu said here in a statement. The honour was
instituted by the Kunchan Nambiar Memorial Trust, which

works to retain the legacy of the 18th century legendary
poet-performer Nambiar. The award would be presented
to Varma, who is also the media advisor to Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, in a function here in the first week of April,
adhering to COVID-19 protocols, the organisers added.
Poet, journalist and editor Prabha Varma has worked with
both Traditional and Online media. He is renowned for his
work in Malayalam Literature and Poetry.
Kunchan Nambiar was an early Malayalam poet, performer,
satirist and the inventor of local art form of Ottamthullal.
The word, thullal, means 'dance/jumping', but under this
name Nambiar developed a new style of verse narration,
interspersed with occasional background music and
dance-like swaying movements. Kerala is a state on the
southwestern Malabar Coast of India. It was
formed on 1 November 1956, following the
passage of the States Reorganisation Act,
by combining Malayalam-speaking regions
of the erstwhile states of TravancoreCochin and Madras.

OBITUARY
Hilton Valentine

T

he Animals guitarist Hilton
Valentine, who created one
of the most famous opening riffs
in 1960s pop music, has died
at the age of 77. The British
band's version of blues standard
The House of The Rising Sun
topped the UK and US charts
in 1964. The Animals' record
label ABKCO Music described
Valentine as a "pioneering guitar
player influencing the sound of rock and roll for decades
to come".
North Shields-born Valentine died, ABKCO said on
Twitter. Valentine co-founded the Animals in Newcastle in
1963 alongside singer Eric Burdon, bassist Chas Chandler,
organist Alan Price and drummer John Steel. The group
also scored six other UK top 10 hits including Don't Let
Me Be Misunderstood and We Gotta Get Out of This Place.
Valentine left The Animals for a solo career after the
original line-up split in 1966, but he went on take part in
several reunions and toured with Burdon in 2007. Based in
Connecticut in recent years, he also released music with his
band Skiffledog.
Valentine was born in North Shields, Northumberland,
England, and was influenced by the 1950s skiffle craze. His
mother bought him his first guitar in 1956 when he was 13,

he taught himself some chords from a book called "Teach
Yourself a Thousand Chords". He continued to develop his
musical talent at Tynemouth High School and formed his
own skiffle group called the Heppers.

M Rama Jois

F

ormer governor of Bihar
and Jharkhand M Rama Jois
died here after prolonged illness,
family sources said. A former
Rajya Sabha MP, the 88-yearold legal luminary who had also
served as the Chief Justice of
Punjab and Haryana High Court,
was suffering from age-related
ailments, they added. Born on
July 27, 1932 at Shivamogga,
Mandagadde Rama Jois did his BA and Law degree.
He was associated with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
from the beginning. Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa
expressed grief over the demise. He had also served as
a governor and a Rajya Sabha MP. I pray to God to give
his family strength to bear the loss. Condoling the death,
Karnataka Minister for Primary and Secondary Education
S Suresh Kumar said in a tweet, "Justice M Rama Jois is
no more.
He was a noted writer and historian having written several
books on Service Law, Habeas Corpus Law, Constitutional
Law, etc. His most known two-volume book "Legal and

Inox Wind announced new orders for the supply and installation of wind turbine generators of 62
megawatts from independent power producers and retail customers.

MARCH 2021 MICA

19

THE PEOPLE

OBITUARY

Constitutional History of India", considered as a previous
volume, is a textbook for Law Degree course. His another
well-known book is "Seeds of Modem Public Law in
Ancient Indian Jurisprudence". His other works include
"Historic Legal Battle", " Dharma - The Global Ethic" etc.
His views on Dharma and Manu Smriti are of immense
value, as they have been simplified for the understanding
of the common man.

Gustavo Noboa

F

ormer President Gustavo
Noboa, who restored some
stability to Ecuador during a
profound economic crisis that
produced political turmoil at the
beginning of the century, died in
the U.S. following surgery for a
brain tumor. He was 83. President
Lenín Moreno confirmed Noboa's
death in a tweet.
Noboa became president in
January 2000 after a popular revolt ended the term of
President Jamil Mahuad. At the time, Ecuador’s deep
economic crisis led the government to adopt the U.S. dollar
as its national currency. The nation was on the brink of
hyperinflation and half of the 42 banks had failed or closed.
Noboa ratified the currency change, tackled the serious
consequences of the El Niño climate phenomenon,
especially on the Ecuadorian coast, and successfully
renegotiated the country’s debt. His political rivals then
accused him of embezzlement, which prompted him to take
asylum in Costa Rica from 2003 to 2005.
He was succeeded by Lucio Gutiérrez as president.
Noboa is remembered for his kindness, but also for the
firmness of his convictions, which he instilled in many in
his capacity as a secondary school teacher and university
professor.
Former Vice President Alberto Dahik tweeted that an
honorable, responsible president who successfully led the
country through very hard times died. A youth trainer like
no other. He loved his country very much. He always said:
God’s times are perfect. Noboa was married to María Isabel
Baquerizo, with whom he had six children.

Rajiv Kapoor

A

ctor-director Rajiv Kapoor, son of celebrated
filmmaker-actor Raj Kapoor, died due to heart attack.
He was 58. Neetu Kapoor, wife of late actor Rishi Kapoor,
was the first to confirm the news on Instagram. Brother
Randhir Kapoor said Rajiv Kapoor died due to heart attack.
Rajiv Kapoor made his acting debut with 1983 film "Ek
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Jaan Hain Hum", but made first
appearance as a leading man in
blockbuster "Ram Teri Ganga
Maili" (1985), which was Raj
Kapoor's last directorial venture.
He went on to feature in films
like "Aasmaan", "Lover Boy",
"Zabardast" and "Hum To Chale
Pardes". Rajiv Kapoor's last film
as a leading man was 1990's
"Zimmedaar". A lesser-known
face from the famous Kapoor film clan, he then made a
switch to production and direction. His first production was
"Henna" (1991), directed by his brother Randhir Kapoor. In
1996, Rajiv Kapoor made his feature directorial debut with
"PremGranth", starring Rishi Kapoor and Madhuri Dixit.
He also produced the Rishi Kapoor-directed 1999 romance
drama "Aa Ab Laut Chalen". In 2001, the married architect
Aarti Sabharwal, but the couple divorced later. Rajiv
Kapoor was the youngest among three brothers and two
sisters -- Randhir Kapoor, Rishi Kapoor, Ritu Nanda and
Rima Jain. His eldest sister Ritu Nanda and brother Rishi
Kapoor passed away in January and April last year.
Cine & TV Artistes' Association (CINTAA), a trade union
which looks after the rights and welfare of its members
in the entertainment industry also expressed its deepest
condolences on the demise of Rajiv Kapoor.

MS Naseem

M

S Naseem, the noted
singer from Kerala, passed
away. The renowned Malayali
musician who rose to fame with
Doordarshan Malayalam channel,
breathed his last in a private
hospital in Thiruvananthapuram.
According to reports, he was
admitted to a private hospital
after suffering from a stroke, and
was under treatment for the same.
Naseem, who entered the music industry at the tender age
of 11, has lent his voice for plays produced by various
theatre groups in Kerala including Sivagiri Kalasamithi,
Changampuzha theatres and Kozhikode brothers.
Due to his passion for communist ideologies, he later joined
the Kerala People’s Arts Club or KPAC, a theatre group in
Kayamkulam, started by a group of individuals who had
close ties with left-wing political parties of the state in the
1950s. The KPAC’s plays were instrumental in propagating
communist ideas to Kerala’s audiences. Naseem also won
praises as a playback singer in Malayalam films. His work

The combined Index of Eight Core Industries stood at 133.8 in December,2020, which declined by
1.3 (provisional) per cent as compared to the Index of December, 2019.
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in the Malayalam movies Bharyaye Avasyamund and
Ananthavrithantham garnered him much positive attention
as a playback singer.
Naseem first reach to fame as a singer in the Doordarshan
Malayalam channel. He had won awards for best mini screen
playback singer in the years 1992, 1993, 1994 and 1997. In
1987, he won the Sangeetha Nataka Academy’s award for
best playback singer. He was also the narrator of the first
Malayalam musical series Aayiram Ganagal than Ananda
Lahari. At the age of 11, he entered the field of music by
singing for Kamukara. In a career spanning decades,
Naseem has sung over 1000 songs for Doordarshan, Asianet,
Akashvani (All India Radio) and many more.

Satwant Kaur Sandhu

V

eteran Akali leader Satwant
Kaur Sandhu passed away
after a brief illness at a private
hospital in Mohali. She was 80.
She had been a two-time minister
and a five-time legislator from
Chamkaur Sahib. Punjab Chief
Minister
Amarinder
Singh,
former CM Parkash Singh
Badal and Shiromani Akali Dal
president Sukhbir Singh Badal
expressed grief over the death of Sandhu. The chief
minister in a statement said she worked relentlessly for
the overall development of the region and well-being of
its people, especially the disadvantaged sections of society.
Former CM Parkash Singh Badal described Sandhu as a
committed social worker who had served her constituency
Chamkaur Sahib selflessly. He said Sandhu''s work for
uplift of the downtrodden will always be remembered.
SAD chief Sukhbir Singh Badal said Sandhu was a loyal
party worker who had upheld "Panthic" principles in public
life. He said the SAD had lost a mass leader.
The Shiromani Akali Dal is a centre-right Sikh-centric state
political party in Punjab, India. The party is the secondoldest in India, after Congress, being founded in 1920.
Although, there are many parties with the name Akali Dal
but the party recognised as "Shiromani Akali Dal" by the
Election Commission of India is the one led by Sukhbir
Singh Badal. It controls Sikh religious bodies Shiromani
Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee, Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee and is the largest and most
influential Sikh political party worldwide.

Bansi Kaul

N

oted painter Padmashri Bansi Kaul passed away.
He was running unwell for a long time and recently

his operation was also done
due to cancer. From November
onwards, his health continued to
deteriorate and the country lost a
popular colourist.
Banshi Kaul breathed his last in
Dwarka, Delhi. Bansi Kaul was a
graduate of the National School of
Drama, after which he formed his
own institution in Bhopal under
the name of Rang Vidhushak,
since 1984, the Rang Vidhushak has established a distinct
identity in the country and the world through his theatrical
style.
Bansi Kaul, a well-known designer of the country, has
designed many big events. Banshi Kaul had become very
concerned about the world of theatre and dramas till his last
days. He created a new idiom about collectivism, theatre of
laughter, festive religion. His death has caused a great loss
to the country.
Rang Vidhushak 'is the institution of Banshi Kaul, he has
composed more than 80 plays in many different genres.
These plays have left a big impact in the country as well as
abroad. In more than 115 cities centres and auditoriums, the
'Rang Vidhushak' organization has performed.
Banshi Kaul's organization will never forget the protests
of village chaupalas, palaces and havelis, river ghats and
sand dunes in the desert. The organization organized
Rangashivir from time to time in several cities including
Ujjain, Chennai, Bangalore, Solapur, Gwalior, Indore,
Maheshwar, Raigad and Delhi.

Sujan Singh Pathania

S

ujan Singh Pathania, a former
Congress minister and the
sitting legislator from Fatehpur
assembly
constituency
in
Himachal Pradesh, passed away
morning after a prolonged illness.
He was 77. He is survived by his
wife and a son. He contested on
Janata Party ticket in 1977. The
seven-time legislator was born on
September 22, 1943, in Lahore.
He graduated from Northern Forest Range College,
Dehradun, and did two years training in forestry.
Pathania served the Himachal Pradesh forest department
before resigning and contesting the assembly elections in
1977. He was elected from Jawali assembly segment on the
Janata Party ticket. He joined the Congress in 1980 and was
re-elected to the assembly in 1990, 1993, and 2003 besides

Hospitality firm Asian Hotels (West) said that Sushil Kumar Gupta has resigned as Chairman and
Managing Director of the company.
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the 2009 byelection from Jawali assembly constituency and
in 2012 from Fatehpur assembly constituency. He served as
the power and agriculture minister in the Virbhadra Singh
government. He was the state transport minister from
August 2007 to December 2007.
He was re-elected to the 13th assembly in 2017 and was
nominated as a member in the public accounts and human
development committees. Congress legislature party leader
Mukesh Agnihotri and Kangra district Congress chief Ajay
Mahajan expressed grief over Pathania’s death.
Kangra is the most populous district of the Indian state
of Himachal Pradesh. Dharamshala is the administrative
headquarters of the district. The native people are the
Kangri people and the native language is Kangri, which
is very similar to Dogri. The majority of the people are
Hindu Brahmin, Rajput, Chaudhary, Banias and SC/OBC,
although many Tibetans and others who follow Buddhism
have also settled recently. Jhamakda is a folk dance of
Kangra. It is exclusively performed by women. It features
percussion instruments and songs.

Shaibal Gupta

P

atna-based social scientist and
popular economist Shaibal
Gupta passed away. Mr. Gupta
founded the Asian Development
Research Institute (ADRI) and
was member-secretary of it
since the beginning. In 2016,
the ADRI under his leadership
had celebrated its 25-years of
excellence with a programme
attended by several world-famous
academicians and scholars.
Mr. Gupta was so popular a social scientist that every
visiting academician or journalist from across the world to
Bihar ensured to drop in his office or residence located in
Buddha Marg, near Gandhi Maidan, here for insights of
issues related to their subject.
He was accessible to journalists and visiting scholars
even when he was on medication. Senior journalist had
visited his residence during the last Assembly election
to understand the contours of the poll. During the
presentation of the State government’s last Economic
Survey, the cancer-stricken scholar along with his team
of ADRI, was present in the Assembly with oxygen pipes
in his nose.
When he was suggested not to move around or speak to
journalists in such a condition, he said, “The moment I stop
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speaking to you people or the visiting academicians I’ll
stop breathing.”
Mr. Gupta had also been writing regular columns in
mainstream national and regional publications on Bihar
and socio-economic issues.
The Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI) was
established in 1991 as a registered body by a group of
social scientists in Patna, Bihar. It focuses on social
sciences including economics, politics, development
issues, and culture. The organization conducts and
supports both empirical and theoretical studies in
different areas of social sciences. The Institute holds
seminars and workshops and publishes research reports
and papers.

Lawrence Ferlinghetti

L

awrence Ferlinghetti, the
poet, publisher, bookseller,
and activist who helped launch
the Beat movement in the
1950s, and embodied its curious
and rebellious spirit well into
the 21st century, has died at age
101. His books sold more than
1 million copies worldwide, a
fantasy for virtually any of his
peers, and he ran one of the
world's most famous and distinctive bookstores, City
Lights. Although he never considered himself one of the
Beats, he was a patron.
Lawrence Monsanto Ferlinghetti was a painter and cofounder of "City Lights Booksellers & Publishers". He
was the author of poetry, translations, fiction, theatre,
art criticism, and film narration. Ferlinghetti was best
known for his first collection of poems, A Coney Island
of the Mind (1958), which has been translated into nine
languages, with sales of more than one million copies.
When Ferlinghetti turned 100 in March 2019, the city
of San Francisco proclaimed his birthday, March 24,
"Lawrence Ferlinghetti Day".
City Lights is an independent bookstore-publisher
combination in San Francisco, California, that specializes
in world literature, the arts, and progressive politics. It
also houses the nonprofit City Lights Foundation, which
publishes selected titles related to San Francisco culture.
It was founded in 1953 by poet Lawrence Ferlinghetti
and Peter D Martin. In 2001, City Lights was made an
official historic landmark. City Lights is located at 261
Columbus Avenue.

Israel has begun developing a long-range ballistic missile interceptor, named Arrow-4, together with
the US.
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Government allocated Rs 35,000
crore for Covid-19 vaccine in the
Union Budget
01 Feb' 21

T

he Union government proposed a budget outlay
of Rs 2, 23,846 crore for the health sector in the
financial year 2021-2022 and has been increased
by 137 percent over the previous year. Along with this, Rs
35,000 crore has been allocated for COVID-19 vaccine in
the next financial year. According to the budget presented
in Parliament by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
health and welfare is one of the six important pillars of
'Self-reliant India'. The priority of the central government
during the COVID-19 health crisis was the health and wellbeing of the people. It is the first of the six important pillars
that lay the foundation of the Union Budget.
Provided Rs 35,000 crore for COVID-19 vaccine in FY
2021-22. I am committed to provide more funding when
needed. Underlining the importance of the health sector
for the development and growth of the country, the budget
allocation has been increased from Rs 94,452 crore to Rs 2,
23,846 crore in 2021-22.
In the Union Budget, the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare has been allocated Rs 71,268.77 crore, while in
2020-2021, Rs 65,011.8 crore was allocated. However, the
budget was later revised and was increased to Rs 78,866
crore due to COVID-19. A centrally sponsored scheme,
Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Swasth Bharat Yojana, will be
launched in the next six years with an outlay of about Rs
64,180 crore. It has been announced in the budget that
'Critical Care Hospitals' will be opened in 602 districts. The
National Center for Disease Control (NCDC) will be further
strengthened and 17 new public health units will also be
started. An allocation of Rs 2,663.00 crore
has also been made to the Health Research
Department in the budget of 2021-22. The
Ministry of AYUSH has been allocated Rs
2,970.30 crore for the next financial year.

The Department of Space received Rs
13,949 crore in the budget, Rs 4,449
crore more than the last financial
year
02 Feb' 21

T

he Department of Space has been allocated Rs
13,949.09 crore in the budget of 2021-22, out of
which Rs 8,228.63 crore has been allocated for
capital expenditure. An allocation of Rs 700 crore has
been made for the newly formed public sector undertaking
New Space India Limited (NSIL) under the Department of
Space.
PSU New Space India Limited, a PSU under the Department
of Space, will launch PSLV-CS51 which will take Brazil's
Amazonia satellite and some smaller Indian satellites into
space. The Department of Space has been allocated Rs
13,949.09 crore in the budget of 2021-22, out of which Rs
8,228.63 crore has been allocated for capital expenditure.
This allocation is about Rs 900 crore more than the
allocation for 2019-20 and about Rs 4,449 crore more than
the allocation for FY 2020-21. Last year, Rs 13,479.47
crore was allocated for the Department of Space, but it was
later revised to Rs 9,500 crore. In 2019-20, the department
was allocated Rs 13,017.61 crore.
The Indian Space Research Organisation is the national
space agency of the Republic of India, headquartered
in Bengaluru. It operates under Department of Space
(DOS) which is directly overseen by the prime minister
of India while chairman of ISRO acts as executive of
DOS as well.
ISRO is the primary agency in India to perform tasks
related to space based applications, space exploration
and development of related technologies. It is one of six
government space agencies in the world which possess
full launch capabilities, deploy cryogenic engines, launch
extra-terrestrial missions and operate large fleets of artificial
satellites. ISRO built India's first satellite, Aryabhata,

Gudaf Tsegay of Ethiopia set a new 1,500 meters indoor world record by finishing in 3 minutes 53.09
seconds at a meet in northern France.
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which was launched by the Soviet Union
on 19 April 1975. It was named after the
mathematician Aryabhata. In 1980, Rohini
became the first satellite to be placed in
orbit by an Indian-made launch vehicle,
SLV-3.

Home Ministry receives Rs 1.66 lakh
crore in budget, Rs 3,700 crore for
05 Feb' 21
census

T

he Center has allocated about Rs 1,66,547 crore to
the Ministry of Home Affairs for the financial year
2021-22. Most of this amount is for police forces.
Apart from this, a considerable amount is for census related
works. According to the budget presented in Parliament by
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, Rs 30,757 crore has
been allocated to Jammu Kashmir and Rs 5,958 crore to
Ladakh. Both of these are new union territories.
The Ministry of Home Affairs has been allocated Rs
1,03,802.52 crore for Central Armed Police Forces like
CRPF, BSF, CISF etc. and Rs 3,768.28 crore for the next
census related works. The 2021 census has been postponed
due to the corona virus epidemic. A sum of Rs 1,641.12
crore has been allocated for central schemes and projects
of the Ministry of Home Affairs and Rs 481.61 crore for
disaster management.
The Union Territory of Andaman and Nicobar Islands has
been allocated Rs 5,317.41 crore, Chandigarh Rs 4,661.12
crore, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu Rs
2,204.59 crore, Lakshadweep Rs 1,440.56 crore and
Puducherry Rs 1,729.79 crore.
The Ministry of Home Affairs is a ministry of the
Government of India. As the interior ministry of India, it is
mainly responsible for the maintenance of internal security
and domestic policy. The Home Ministry is headed by
Union Minister of Home Affairs Amit Shah. The Home
Ministry is also the cadre controlling authority for the Indian
Police Service, DANIPS and DANICS.
Police-I Division of the ministry is the cadre
controlling authority in respect of the Indian
Police Service; whereas, the UT Division is
the administrative division for DANIPS.

Aero India Defense, an amazing
platform for cooperation in the
aerospace sector
07 Feb' 21

T

he Aero India show began in Bengaluru, the capital
of Karnataka. This program will run till 5 February.
Defense Minister Rajnath Singh and Chief Minister
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BS Yediyurappa attended the program. According to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the 'Aero India' program starting
from 3 February 2021 was described as a wonderful platform
for cooperation in the field of defense and aerospace and
said that the reforms being done in these areas will give a
boost to India's efforts to become self-reliant. .
India has unlimited potential in the field of defense
and aerospace. Arrow India is a wonderful platform for
cooperation in these areas. The Government of India has
made future improvements in these areas which will give
a boost to our efforts to become self-reliant. The three-day
'Arrow India' program is starting in Bengaluru. According
to the government, the event will show a glimpse of selfreliant India and the emphasis will be on 'Make in India'.
Defense Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated it. According
to Defense Minister Rajnath Singh, HAL has received
orders for the development of 83 new indigenous Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA) - the Tejas MK1A worth over Rs
48000 crore from the Indian Air Force. It is the largest
Make in India defense contract ever.
Aero India is a biennial air show and aviation exhibition
held in Bengaluru, India at the Yelahanka Air Force Station.
It is organised by the Defence Exhibition Organisation,
Ministry of Defence. The Defence Ministry of India,
Indian Air Force, Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), Department of Space, the Union
Civil Aviation Ministry and other such organisations join
hands to organise the Aero India show,
making it the largest air show in Asia. The
13th edition of Aero India was held from 3
to 5 February 2021 at Yelahanka Air Force
Station in Bangalore, Karnataka.

Rajya Sabha passes Major Port
Authorities Bill 2020 giving greater
autonomy to major ports in country

R

09 Feb' 21

ajya Sabha passed the Major Port Authorities Bill,
2020. The Bill was put to Division Voting wherein
84 members supported the bill and 44 voted against
it. The bill seeks to provide for regulation, operation and
planning of major ports in the country and provide greater
autonomy to these ports. It seeks to replace the Major Port
Trusts Act, 1963. The legislation provides for the creation
of a Board of Major Port Authority for each major port.
These Boards will replace the existing Port Trusts. Union
Shipping Minister Mansukh Mandaviya while replying
after the discussion on the bill said that it will make the
major ports in the country more autonomous and provide
major thrust in the maritime sector. He said, the bill will

Ivan Dodig and Filip Polasek upset defending champions Joe Salisbury and Rajeev Ram to win the
Australian Open men's doubles title.
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help the ports develop world class infrastructure and will
also enhance transparency in their functioning. He stressed
that the development of ports will pave way for port led
development as envisaged by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
Allaying apprehensions raised by opposition members,
Mr. Mandaviya informed that the bill does not in any
way privatise the ports in the country. He asserted that it
empowers the ports by making them more competitive
when compared to private ports. The Shipping Minister
stressed that the NDA government will never allow
privatisation of Ports in the country. He said
the Maritime sector has seen a trajectory of
growth in the last six years. Mr. Mandaviya
informed that the major ports in the country
have recorded double the profit from its
figures in the previous regime.

Kazakhstan opens Honorary
Consulate in Hyderabad
10 Feb' 21

K

azakhstan
opened its
honorary
consulate
in
Hyderabad.
On
this occasion, the
ambassador
of
Kazakhstan in India,
Yerlan Alimbeyev,
expressed confidence that the opening of the consulate will
further strengthen bilateral trade, economic and cultural
relations between the two countries.
Alimbeyev told reporters on the sidelines of the event that
Kazakhstan is India's major economic partner in Central
Asia. The bilateral trade of both countries was $ 2.4 billion
in 2020, which is more than the total trade of other countries
of the region and there is great potential to develop business
cooperation. In response to a question, Alimbeyev said that
Kazakhstan is India's largest supplier of uranium and has so
far supplied nine thousand tons of uranium. Now the new term
agreement (for the supply of uranium) is under consideration
and it is possible that it will happen before our President
Qasim Jomart Tokayev's state visit to India later this year.
It is noteworthy that India receives 80 percent of its
uranium requirements from Kazakhstan. Nawab Mir Nasir
Ali Khan, honorary consul of Kazakhstan in Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh, said that the Honorary Consulate
established in Hyderabad would serve to increase contacts
and strengthen trade relations between the people of both
the states and Kazakhstan.

Kazakhstan, officially the Republic of Kazakhstan, is a
transcontinental country mainly located in Central Asia
with a smaller portion west of the Ural River in Eastern
Europe. It covers a land area of 2,724,900 square kilometres
(1,052,100 sq mi), and shares land borders with Russia in
the north, China in the east, and Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan,
and Turkmenistan in the south while also adjoining a large
part of the Caspian Sea in the southwest.
Kazakhstan is the world's largest landlocked
country, and the ninth-largest country in the
world. Since 1997, the capital is Nur-Sultan,
formerly known as Astana. It was moved
from Almaty, the country's largest city.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
inaugurates more than 57,000 water
structures under 'Jalabhishekam'
campaign
11 Feb' 21

U

nion Defence
Minister
Rajnath Singh
virtually inaugurated
more than 57,000 water
structures constructed
in Madhya Pradesh
under 'Jalabhishekam'
campaign from New
Delhi. Union Minister Narendra Singh Tomar also attended the
program virtually organised in the presence of Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chauhan at Bhopal.
Defence Minister Mr Rajnath singh while inaugurating
water structures virtually under 'Jalabhishekam' campaign
said that Water conservation work being done by the Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan with public participation
will be helpful in achieving the goal of water conservation
and building self-reliant Madhya Pradesh.
These water structures were created during COVID era
by linking the work with the MNREGA scheme. Union
Minister Mr Rajnath singh said that the 'Jalabhishekam'
Campaign is fulfilling the intention of 'water for every farm
and work for every hand'. This will prove to be helpful in
the betterment of the villages.
Union Minister Narendra Singh Tomar said that in view of
climate change, Water conservation is need of the hour and
water structures built under 'Jalabhishekam' campaign will
be helpful in this task.
Madhya Pradesh: Madhya Pradesh is a state of India, its
capital is Bhopal.
Formed: 1 November 1956

Alok Kumar, a 1988 batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of Uttar Pradesh cadre, took
over as Union Power Secretary.
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Governor: Anandi Ben Patel
Chief Minister: Shivraj Singh Chauhan
Legislature: Unicameral
Legislative Assembly: 231 seats
Rajya Sabha: 11 seats
Lok Sabha: 29 seats

Hundred PSUs paid dividend of Rs
36,709 crore to the government in
2018-19
12 Feb' 21

T

he Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) has said
that 100 government companies and corporations
paid dividends of Rs 36,709 crore to the Center
during 2018-19.
According to the CAG report tabled in Parliament, hundred
state-owned companies and corporations have declared a
total dividend of Rs 71,857 crore during 2018-19. This
is equivalent to 9.16 percent return on total investment
of Rs 4,00,909 crore of Government of India made in all
government companies and corporations.
Accordingly, 13 government companies under the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas contributed Rs 29,272 crore,
which is 40.74 per cent of the total dividend declared by
government companies and corporations. The CAG said
that 36 Central Public Undertakings (CPSEs) did not
comply with the Central Government directive regarding
dividend declaration. This led to a decrease of Rs 8,011.33
crore in dividend payment in 2018-19.
The report also stated that 157 central public sector
undertakings incurred losses during 2018-19. The total
loss was Rs 37,310 crore as against Rs 41,180 crore in
2017-18. According to the CAG, the accumulated losses
of 189 government companies and corporations stood at Rs
1,40,307.55 crore as on 31 March 2019. Out of these, the
accumulated losses of 77 companies exceeded net worth.
That is, his net worth was exhausted.
Due to this, as on March 31, 2019, the net assets of these
companies were Rs 83,394.28 crore less than the net
liability. Of these 77 companies, 15 made a total profit of
Rs 662.45 crore during 2018-19.
The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India is the
Constitutional Authority in India, established under Article
148 of the Constitution of India. He is empowered to Audit all
receipts and expenditure of the Government
of India and the State Governments,
including those of autonomous bodies and
corporations substantially financed by the
Government.
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Three-member panel formed to
probe furnace oil leak into sea

T

13 Feb' 21

he
Kerala
government
set up a threemember committee
to conduct a probe
into the leak of about
5,000 litres of furnace
oil from state-owned
Travancore Titanium
Products Ltd into the sea. According to Industries minister, a
detailed probe is needed on the matter as it has come to notice
that the leakage has caused some environmental issues.
A thorough investigation has to be conducted and report
submitted to the government in 10 days by the committee
comprising Industries department Principal Secretary,
A P M Mohammed Hanish, Malabar Cements Managing
Director M Mohamed Ali and KMML Managing Director
J Chandra Bose. Various organisations took out a march
to the company this morning demanding compensation for
the fishermen. According to the latest assessment, about
5,000 litres of furnace oil from the Travancore Titanium
Products had leaked into the sea over a one km stretch.
Local fishermen had first spotted the leak from the
pumping line to the boiler, which had spread from Veli
to Shangumugham area and alerted TTP officials and
authorities concerned. Company officials said the leak had
been plugged within half-an-hour and the cleaning operation
initiated with the help of locals. The cleaning process on the
beach is still on and the company's employees, including
women, are participating in the drive, according to sources.
TTP is a pioneer manufacturer and distributor of Titanium
dioxide Anatase grade pigment.
Travancore Titanium Products Ltd (TTP), is the leading
manufacturer of anatase grade titanium
dioxide in India. The company was
incorporated in 1946 at Thiruvananthapuram,
the capital of Kerala, India on the initiative
the then Travancore King, Sree Chithira
Thirunal.

SpiceJet launches 24 new domestic
flights
14 Feb' 21

S

piceJet airline said that it will start 24 new domestic
flights in February from various cities including
Ajmer, Jaisalmer, Ahmedabad and Bengaluru. The
airline said that it is the only airline to start flights on

With a target of making Uttar Pradesh 'Aatmanirbhar', the Yogi Adityanath government presented a
Rs 5,50,270.78 crore budget for 2022-22 in the state Assembly.

NATIONAL
Ajmer-Mumbai route and Ahmedabad-Amritsar route. The
airline said in a release that the new flights also include
four new seasonal flights connecting Jaisalmer to Delhi and
Ahmedabad. The airline will also start daily flights on the
Ahmedabad-Bengaluru, Kolkata-Guwahati and GuwahatiDelhi routes. There will be flights between AhmedabadBagdogra-Ahmedabad and Chennai-Kolkata-Chennai
three days a week and five days a week from Patna to
Bangalore and two days a week from Patna to Surat, the
release said. Apart from this, he will also operate flights
from Surat to Chennai four days a week. SpiceJet: is an
Indian low-cost airline headquartered in Gurgaon, Haryana.
It is the second largest airline in the country by number of
domestic passengers carried, with a market share of 13.6%
as of March 2019.
SpiceJet is an Indian low-cost airline headquartered in
Gurgaon, Haryana. It is the second largest airline in the
country by number of domestic passengers carried, with
a market share of 13.6% as of March 2019. The airline
operates 630 daily flights to 64 destinations, including
54 Indian and 15 international destinations from its hubs
at Delhi and Hyderabad. Established as air taxi provider
ModiLuft in 1994, the company was acquired by Indian
entrepreneur Ajay Singh in 2004 and re-christened as
SpiceJet. The airline operated its first
flight in May 2005. Indian media baron
Kalanidhi Maran acquired a controlling
stake in SpiceJet in June 2010 through Sun
Group which was sold back to Ajay Singh
in January 2015.

Twitter blocked 97% of such accounts
on the government's complaint of
spreading misleading information

O

15 Feb' 21

n the complaint of the Union Ministry of
Information Technology about posting of
provocative and misleading material about the
performance of farmers, Twitter blocked more than 97
percent of such accounts. Sources gave this information.
The move was taken after a meeting between representatives
of Twitter and the Secretary of Information and Technology.
The meeting gave strict instructions to the American
microblogging platform to comply with local law. Also, it
was said that if he does not, he should be prepared to face
action.
The ministry also questioned Twitter about the delay in
taking action on the order to block inflammatory material
that could create problems for law and order, while it (the
US company) was on the US Capitol Hill (US Parliament

House complex) There was readiness to act on a similar
incident that occurred.
According to sources, Twitter has now complied with the
orders and 97 percent of the accounts that were objected
to have been blocked. There is currently no response
from Twitter on this subject. Significantly, on February 4,
Twitter was asked to block 1,178 accounts belonging to
Pakistan and Khalistan supporters for spreading misleading
information about farmers' demonstrations and posting
inflammatory material.
Earlier, the government had asked to block 257 tweets and
Twitter handles in connection with the farmers' agitation
against the new agricultural laws. Twitter complied with
the orders for just a few hours.
Twitter said that it has suspended more than 500 accounts in
India and blocked access to many others. However, it also
said that it would not 'block the accounts
of news media institutions, journalists,
activists and leaders as doing so would
violate the fundamental right to freedom of
expression conferred under the law of the
country.

Modi has inaugurate the annual
conference of NASSCOM
16 Feb' 21

I

T industry body
Nasscom
said
that its NTLF
Annual Conference
has
inaugurated
12 February 2021
this year by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and it has
focus on the importance of digital future and responsible
technology in the aftermath of the COVID-19 epidemic.
The 29th edition of NTLF (NASSCOM Technology and
Leadership Forum) will be held on 17–19 February. For the
first time this conference is being organized online. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has address the inaugural session
of the forum this year.
NASSCOM Senior Vice President and Chief Strategy
Officer Sangeeta Gupta said that due to the epidemic, 2020
was a bad year for industries and sectors. However, due
to this the importance of technology in business increased
unprecedentedly. Digital technologies are increasingly
being adopted and technology plays an important role in
how we work, how we communicate in this new normal
state. Gupta said that because of this change organizations
are revisiting aspects such as trust and ethics, privacy,

An NHAI contractor has created a World Record for the laying of Pavement Quality Concrete (PQC)
for a four-lane highway of 2,580 meters length within 24 hours.
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culture, future of work and use with responsibility. The
three-day event includes Arvind Krishna (IBM President
and CEO), Chuck Robbins (President and CEO of Cisco),
Eric S. Yuan (Founder and CEO of Zoom), Julie Sweet
(Accenture CEO) and Steve Brown (Futurist, Writer and
speaker).
The event is estimated to be attended by more than 16,000
people in more than 50 sessions.
The National Association of Software and Service
Companies (NASSCOM) is an Indian non-governmental
trade association and advocacy group focused mainly
on Information Technology (IT) and Business Process
Outsourcing (BPO) industry. Established in 1988,
NASSCOM is a non-profit organisation.
NASSCOM initiated a program called '10,000 Startups'
in 2013. The purpose of 10000 Startup is to support and
impact 10,000 startups in India by 2023. NASSCOM
carries out a number of events annually,
targeting startups in the Indian ecosystem
so as to nurture them and help them develop
into bigger organisations.
UB Pravin Rao – Chairman of NASSCOM,
2020-2021

NTPC's fourth unit of Kameng Project
commences commercial operation

S

17 Feb' 21

tate-run power utility NTPC said the fourth unit of
Kameng Hydropower Project of its subsidiary North
East Electric Power Corporation has commenced
commercial operation with a capacity of 150 MW. NTPC
told the stock market that the fourth unit of 150 MW capacity
of Kameng Jaye Power Project of North East Electric
Power Corporation Limited commenced commercial
operations on 12 February. With this, the NTPC group has
a commercial capacity of 64,075 MW.
Kameng Hydro Electric Project is a run-of-the river
based project situated on Bichom and Tenga Rivers, both
tributaries of the Kameng River in West Kameng district
of Arunachal Pradesh. Total installed capacity of project
is 600 (4×150) MW. Two units have commissioned and
remain two units are ongoing.
NTPC Limited, formerly known as National Thermal
Power Corporation Limited, is an Indian Public Sector
Undertaking, engaged in the business of generation of
electricity and allied activities. It is a company incorporated
under the Companies Act 1956 and is promoted by the
Government of India. The headquarters of the company
is situated at New Delhi. NTPC's core business is the
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generation and sale of electricity to state-owned power
distribution companies and State Electricity Boards in
INDIA.
NTPC currently operates 55 power stations (24 Coal,
7 combined cycle gas/liquid fuel, 2 Hydro, 1 Wind, and
11 solar projects). Further, it has 9 coal and 1 gas station,
owned by joint ventures or subsidiaries.
It was founded by Government of India in 1975, which now
holds 54.74% of its equity shares on 30 June 2016 (after
divestment of its stake in 2004, 2010, 2013, 2014, 2016, &
2017). In May 2010, NTPC was conferred
Maharatna status by the Union Government
of India, one of the only four companies to
be awarded this status. It is ranked 400th in
the Forbes Global 2000 for 2016.

PM hands over indigenously
designed and manufactured Arjun
Main Battle Tank to the Army

T

18 Feb' 21

he Prime Minister said India has undertaken
massive effort to become self-reliant in the defence
sector. The Prime Minister also handed over the
indigenously designed and manufactured Arjun Main
Battle Tank (MK-1A) to the Army. It has been indigenously
designed and manufactured by the Combat Vehicles
Research and Development Establishment of Defence
Research and Development Organisation.
Prime Minister said, a tank made in Tamil Nadu will be
used in our northern borders to keep the nation safe. This
showcases India's unity- Bharat's Ekta Darshan. The Prime
Minister said that the focus on making India Aatmanirbhar
in the defence sector will keep moving at full speed.
Among the projects, the Prime Minister inaugurated the
Chennai Metro Rail Phase-I extension, completed at a cost
of 3770 crore rupees, and flagged off the passenger services
from Washermenpet to Wimco Nagar. This 9.05 km long
extension will link North Chennai with the Airport and
Central Railway Station.
Other projects inaugurated include, fourth Railway
line between Chennai Beach and Attipattu, Railway
Electrification of single line section in Villupuram
- Cuddalore - Mayiladuthurai - Thanjavur and
Mayiladuthurai-Thiruvarur. The Prime Minister laid the
foundation stone for the Discovery Campus of IIT Madras.
The Arjun main battle tank (MBT), named after the warrior
prince Arjuna in the Indian epic Mahabharata, and was
developed by the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) for the Indian Army. It has been

FMCG firm Wipro Consumer Care and Lighting said its venture capital arm has invested in
healthcare brand Onelife Nutriscience.

NATIONAL
developed under a multi-laboratory programme of DRDO
mainly at the Combat Vehicles Research & Development
Establishment (CVRDE) facility.
The development of Arjun Mk1 was
followed by improved variants Mk1A
and MkII. Arjun Mk1A, which features
improved firepower and transmission
systems, completed the final integration
tests in 2019 and was cleared for production.

India and Russia held bilateral
consultations on UNSC issues in
Moscow at the DG level
19 Feb' 21

T

he
Russian
delegation
was
led
by
Director
of
the
Department
of
International
Organizations of the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Russian
Federation Peter Ilichev. Joint Secretary UNP and Summits
in MEA Prakash Gupta led the Indian delegation along
with officials from Embassy of India in Moscow.
Both sides appreciated intensive on-going bilateral contacts
on UN issues, including with respect to wide range of
issues on the UNSC agenda. The Indian delegation briefed
the Russian side on India’s priorities during its UNSC
tenure. Both sides agreed to work closely together on key
issues on the UNSC agenda in keeping with the special and
privileged strategic partnership.
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) - The United
Nations Security Council is one of the six major organs
of the United Nations, responsible for maintaining
international peace and security. The council also has the
authority to declare mandatory decisions, any such decision
is called a UN Security Council resolution. It is also called
the soldier of the world because it is the responsibility of
global peace and security.
Headquarters: New York, United States
Founded: 24 October 1945
Russia: is a transcontinental country spanning Eastern
Europe and Northern Asia.
Capital: Moscow
President: Vladimir Putin
Prime Minister: Mikhail Mishustin
Currency: Russian Ruble

Thaawarchand Gehlot Virtually
Releases ‘3rd Edition of Indian Sign
Language Dictionary with 10,000
Terms’
20 Feb' 21

U

n i o n
Minister
for Social
Justice
and
Empowerment
Thaawarchand
Gehlot
virtually
released the “3rd
edition
of
the
Indian Sign Language (ISL) Dictionary with 10,000
terms (including 6,000 earlier terms)” in a virtual
programme. Minister of State for Social Justice and
Empowerment Krishan Pal Gurjar graced the occasion
as Guest of Honour. The Dictionary has been brought
out by the Indian Sign Language Research and Training
Centre (ISLRTC), an autonomous Institute under
the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (Divyangjan), Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment.
The 1st edition of the ISL Dictionary was launched on
23rd March 2018 with 3000 terms and the 2nd edition
with 6000 terms (including earlier 3000 terms) was
launched on 27th February 2019. The 3rd edition of the
ISL Dictionary released contains total 10,000 terms of
everyday use, academic terms, legal & administrative
terms, medical terms, technical terms, and agricultural
terms.
The Dictionary also contains regional signs used in
different parts of the country. The ISL Dictionary with
10,000 terms is the culmination of an innovative 4 year
project that was initiated in November 2016 by the
Indian Sign Language Research and Training Centre
(ISLRTC).
The videos contain the sign, the English term for the sign
and pictures where relevant. The Dictionary also contains
regional signs used in different parts of the country.
The Dictionary has been made with the full involvement
of the Deaf community by ensuring that only Deaf
experts have provided the signs for the Dictionary.
Additionally, the signs in the Dictionary
have been validated by Deaf experts
from across India in three National
Workshops conducted during 7th - 9th
February, 2018, 22nd - 24th January,
2019 and 3rd - 6th March, 2020.

Air Marshal Manavendra Singh took over as Air Officer Commanding-in-chief of the Southern Air
Command.
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Ministry of Corporate Affairs, CBIC
sign MoU for exchange of data to
enhance Ease of Doing Business in
India
25 Feb' 21

T

he Ministry of Corporate Affairs and Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs have signed
an MoU for exchange of data for enhancing ease
of doing business in India and improve overall regulatory
enforcement. Both the organisations will benefit from
access to each other’s databases which include details
of import-export transactions and consolidated financial
statements of companies registered in the country. The
MoU was signed by Joint Secretary, Ministry of Corporate
Affairs Manoj Pandey and Additional Director General,
CBIC B. B. Gupta.
Corporate Affairs Ministry said, technology and data
will play a critical role going forward in fulfilling the
Government’s vision of minimum government, maximum
governance. It said, the MoU marks the beginning of
a new era of cooperation and synergy between the two
organisations.
CBIC - The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
is the nodal national agency responsible for administering
Customs, GST, Central Excise, and Service Tax & Narcotics
in India. It is part of the Department of Revenue under the
Union Ministry of Finance, headquartered in New Delhi.
Chairperson: M. Ajit Kumar
Founded: 1 January 1964
Ease of doing business is an important indicator of an
investment-friendly business environment in the country.
Improvements in ease of doing business will enable the state
to accelerate the future progress of the economy. Therefore,
the Government of India decided that the reforming states
would be provided additional credit raising facilities to
help ease of doing business. The prescribed improvements
in this category are as follows:
1) Completion of the first assessment of
the comprehensive reform action plan
at the district level.
2) Eliminating the requirements for
renewal of certificates, approvals, and
licenses obtained under various Acts.
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PM Modi laid the Foundation Stone of
the Rs 2,000 crore Highways Project
in Puducherry
25 Feb' 21

T

he Prime Minister would also lay foundations of Rs
491 crore campus of Karaikal branch of the JIPMER,
and a minor port worth Rs 44 crore being developed
under Sagar Mala scheme. He would also declare open the
reconstructed structure of the Puducherry Municipal office,
which had been raised at a cost of Rs 14.83 crores under the
Coastal Disaster Risk Reduction Project.
The PM would unveil all these projects at the A P J Abdul
Kalam Convention Centre on the JIPMER campus through
video conference mode. Meanwhile, Union Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal told that Modi would address a public
meeting here hereafter participating in the government
functions at JIPMER. On the coming assembly elections,
he asserted that the BJP led alliance was poised to register
a historic win in the polls. "Our focus would be on the
development of Puducherry post elections and to provide
employment to the youth," he added.
Puducherry - It is a union territory of the Republic of India.
Previously Puducherry was a French colony consisting
of 4 separate districts. Puducherry was named after
Pondicherry, its largest district, Puducherry. In September
2006, Pondicherry was officially renamed to Puducherry
which means new village in local Tamil. This region of
India has been under French occupation for almost 300
years and even today French architecture and culture can
be seen here. In olden times it was the main center of
trade with France. Today many tourists come here to get a
glimpse of its beautiful beaches and erstwhile civilization.
This place is very important not only from the point of view
of tourism but also from the spiritual and religious point of
view. Due to this, lakhs of tourists come here every year.
Capital - Puducherry
Formation - 1 November 1954
Lieutenant Governor - Kiran Bedi
Chief Minister - V. Narayanaswamy
Legislature - Unicameral
Rajya Sabha - 1 seat
Lok Sabha - 1 seat
High Court - Madras High Court

SBI Cards and Payment Services (SBI Card) said Rama Mohan Rao Amara has taken charge as the
new MD & CEO of the company.
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Burning Topics of the Month
Rescue and Relief operations Nadda launched the "Lokkho
Union Minister Dr Harsh
Sonar Bangla (Target to
accelerated in the area affected
vardhan inaugurated major
create Golden Bengal)
by the sudden floods in the
healthcare projects in Imphal.
manifesto crowdsourcing
Rishiganga Valley of Chamoli
campaign".
district of Uttarakhand.

& Many More...
India's first storm research test center
to be built in Odisha
05 Feb' 21

B

alasore in Odisha will be the first such research
center in the country to study thunderstorms with
lightning and thunder. Its purpose is to prevent loss
of life and property from lightning strikes. According to
the Director General of Meteorological Department, Dr
Mritunjay Mahapatra, Bhopal also has plans to build the
first monsoon test center of its kind.
He informed that both the projects are at plan level and
detailed project report is being prepared. The Storm
Research Test Center will be established in association with
the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Meteorological Department,
Defense Research and Development Organization (DRDO)
and Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO).
IMD, ISRO and DRDO already have units in Balasore.
Chandipur in Balasore has an integrated test range for missile
launch. The research center will have an entire observatory, radar,
auto-station, microwave radiometer and several monitoring
networks such as wind profilers. The meteorological research
test center is the same as the missile test range for launching
missiles. In Odisha, West Bengal, Bihar and Jharkhand, every
year between April and June, many people die due to lightning.
By 2019-20, 3,218 people lost their lives in Odisha due to
lightning strikes in the last nine years.
Odisha: is an Indian state located in Eastern India. It is the
8th largest state by area, and the 11th largest by population.
The economy of Odisha is the 16th-largest state economy
in India with `5.33 lakh crore (US$75 billion) in gross
domestic product and a per capita GDP of `116,614
(US$1,600). Odisha ranks 23rd among Indian states in
human development index.
Governor: Ganeshi Lal
Chief Minister: Naveen Patnaik
Capital: Bhubaneswar

Sudden flood in Rishiganga Valley
in Uttarakhand's Chamoli district,
rescue operations accelerate

R

06 Feb' 21

escue and relief operations accelerated in the area
affected by the sudden floods in the Rishiganga
Valley of Chamoli district of Uttarakhand. At the
same time, the death toll in this disaster increased to 26 and
171 others are still missing.
Army, India Tibet Border Police (ITBP), National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) to search for the missing people in
the 13.2 MW Rishiganga and 480 MW under construction
Tapovan Vishnugad hydroelectric projects damaged by
the floods in the Rishiganga and Dhauliganga rivers in the
Ranniganga Valley range ) Has gained momentum as the
jawans are involved in rescue and relief operations.
According to information received from the Uttarakhand
State Disaster Operations Center, 171 people have been
reported missing in the disaster while 26 bodies have been
recovered so far. Among the missing are people working in
hydropower projects, as well as local people from nearby
villages whose homes were washed away in flood waters.
Union Energy Minister RK Singh also visited the affected
area and informed that NTPC's under construction 480
MW Tapovan Vishnugad project has suffered an estimated
loss of Rs 1,500 crore. He informed that NTPC has also
been asked to provide compensation of Rs 20-20 lakh to
the families of those who died in the project so that they
can recover from the tragedy.
In addition to heavy machines like bulldozers, JCB, ropes
and sniffer dogs are also being used in rescue and relief
operations. However, due to the winding of the tunnel, it is
difficult to extract debris from it and reach inside.
Ration, medicines and other relief supplies are being
delivered in 13 villages disconnected with the help of

Girish Karnad's memoir, which was to be translated from Kannada into English by the actorplaywright himself but could only finish a part of it before his death in 2019, will now be out in May
after final touches by award-winning translator Srinath Perur.
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helicopters. An amount of Rs 20 crore has been released
immediately from the State Disaster Response Force item
for relief and rescue operations. Uttarakhand: is a state
in the northern part of India. It is often referred to as the
Devabhumi due to numerous Hindu temples and pilgrimage
centres found throughout the state.
Governor: Baby Rani Maurya
Chief Minister: Trivendra Singh Rawat
Capital: Gairsain (summer) and Dehradun
(winter)

Assam government made Hima Das
DSP
11 Feb' 21

V

eteran Farrata
r u n n e r
Hima Das,
who was preparing
to qualify for the
Tokyo Olympics, was
appointed
Deputy
Superintendent
of
Police
by
the
Assam
Laboratories certifying organic
government. Hima thanked Assam Chief Minister and
agricultural products should be set
former Union Sports Minister Sarbananda Sonowal and said
09 Feb' 21
up in all divisions: Yogi
that this would give him inspiration.
ttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju praised the Assam government
stressed on organic farming, saying, Laboratories and tweeted, Excellent. Assam government and Sarbananda
certifying organic agricultural products should be Sonowal ji who decided to make Farrata Queen Hima Das
established at the mandal level. According to the official DSP in Assam Police.
statement, the Chief Minister emphasized the establishment The 21-year-old Das, popularly known as 'Dhing Express',
of the lab at the mandal level in this regard, saying, Speed is currently practicing at NIS Patiala and is eyeing to qualify
up the establishment of laboratories certifying organic for the Tokyo Olympics. A lot of people are asking what
(organic) agricultural products in all the mandals.
will happen to Hima's playing career. She is preparing for
At a high-level meeting held at Lok Bhavan, Chief Minister the Olympics and plays for India. Many of our elite players
Yogi Adityanath said in a review meeting of various doing jobs continue the game. Even after retirement, they
departments, there is immense potential in organic farming contribute to the promotion of sports.
and adopting it will go a long way in realizing the Prime Hima Das (born 9 January 2000), nicknamed the Dhing
Minister's resolve to double farmers' income. Promotion of Express, is an Indian sprinter from the state of Assam. She
organic farming is the need of the hour as people are giving holds the current Indian national record in 400 metres with a
priority to the use of organic agricultural products.
timing of 50.79 s that she clocked at the 2018 Asian Games in
The Chief Minister said that keeping in mind the convenience Jakarta, Indonesia. She is the first Indian athlete to win a gold
of farmers, it is necessary to have a decentralized system medal in a track event at the IAAF World U20 Championships.
of certifying agricultural produce as organic. Agricultural Hima Das was born at Kandhulimari village, near the town of
diversification is a good way to increase the income of Dhing in her home state of Assam to Ronjit Das and Jonali
farmers, farmers of many districts of the state, through Das. They belong to the indigenous Kaibbarta community of
innovative experiments, have grown crops which were Assam. Her parents are farmers by profession.
believed that they are not suited to the local climate and Conferred with Arjuna Award by the President of India on
land, strawberries, dragon in the state The cultivation of 25 September 2018. Das appeared in India's famous TV
fruit and black rice has given a new message to the country reality-show conducted by actor Amitabh
and the world.
Bachchan called Kaun Banega Crorepati on
The Chief Minister said that by organizing the Strawberry 1 November 2019. Das is the second athlete
Festival in Jhansi, there has been widespread awareness from Assam after Bhogeswar Baruah to
among the farmers of Bundelkhand region regarding the win a gold medal at an international event.
cultivation of this fruit. He also instructed to organize
Mamata Banerjee launches "Maa"
the Dragon Fruit Festival in the state.
scheme to provide meals at 5 Rs to
The Chief Minister said that the present
State Government has been striving from
15 Feb' 21
poor people
the very beginning to provide benefits of
est Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
Minimum Support Price (MSP) to more
launched “Maa” canteens for providing
and more farmers.
subsidized cooked meals for the poor and the
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Karnataka will host the second Khelo India University Games (KIUG) later this year, state chief
minister BS Yediyurappa and Union Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju announced.

STATE
destitute at a nominal
cost of 5 Rs.
“This new initiative
is for the common
people. Though we
give free rations
there is still a huge
demand for cooked
food. Therefore, we
are starting these community kitchens”.
The government will give a subsidy of 15 rs, and people
will have to pay 5 rs. The kitchens will be run by self-help
groups. The canteens will be open from 1 pm to 3 pm every
day. People will get a plate of rice, dal, a vegetable, and
egg curry.
The Budget tabled by the Chief Minister earlier this month
had allotted `100 crores for the scheme.
Political observers said the scheme is one of the many
initiatives launched by the government ahead of the polls.
The Chief Minister also launched four Information and
Technology (IT) parks of Webel, and a 100-bed Mother
and Child hub at the Chittaranjan Seva Sadan Hospital in
Kolkata.
West Bengal is a state in eastern India, between the
Himalayas, and the Bay of Bengal. Its
capital is Kolkata (formerly Calcutta).
Governor: Jagdeep Dhankhar
Capital: Kolkata
Chief Minister: Mamata Banerjee

Karnataka Government to set up
Flower Processing Centre
21 Feb' 21

T

he Horticulture Department, in collaboration with
the International Flower Auction Bangalore (IFAB),
set up a flower processing center to convert unsold
flowers into various useful products.
M. Vishwanath Joint Director of Horticulture, and MD of
IFAB, “This incubation center will process flowers, and
convert them to value-added products such as natural
dyes, floral papers, incense sticks, flower petal powder
for cosmetic usage, floral embedded works, floral arts
and silica-stored flowers.” He said that such a facility
was needed as flower farmers have been suffering huge
losses whenever there is market disruption. Growers
can learn the art of flower processing from the center,
he said.
“The unit will be able to process all kinds of flowers. It
will come up at IFAB by March or April. A large number
of flower growers from across the state can benefit from

this center instead of resorting to dumping their produce or
abandoning gardens”.
“K.R Market is the largest flower market in Asia. That is
probably true as we get over 100 varieties here, including over
two dozen rose varieties, at least a dozen shades of kanakambara
and gerberas, and carnations in almost all colors."
Karnataka, which has 18,000 hectares of land under flower
cultivation, accounts for 14% of India’s total area under
flower production.
Karnataka is a state in southwest India with Arabian Sea
coastlines. The capital, Bengaluru (formerly
Bangalore).
Capital: Bengaluru
Governor: Vajubhai Vala
Chief Minister: B. S. Yediyurappa

Leh all set for Rs 100 crore holistic
23 Feb' 21
development

O

ne of the
f a m o u s
t o u r i s t
destinations in the
country, Leh is all
set for a near 100
crore rupees holistic
development. A team
of consultants from
the Tourism Ministry visited Leh for spot inspection. In
Ladakh, Leh town is shortlisted under the National Mission
on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spirituality Augmentation
Drive (PRASAD) scheme.
PRASAD aims at integrated development in a planned,
prioritized, and sustainable manner to provide a complete
religious tourism experience. With the rejuvenation
scheme, it is also expected to help economic development,
employment generation, world-class tourist infrastructure,
and promotion of local art, culture, and handicrafts.
Under the Prasad scheme, about 35 Crore will be spent on
Chokanga vihara, the iconic Buddhism landmark in the
main bazaar. Nearly 65 crores would be utilized on various
tourism spots and infrastructure facilities in the town.
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council Leh
CEC Tashi Gyaltsen said that long-pending demands for
Leh's development to meet the tourism requirements are
now materializing. UT administration in
consultation with the Leh hill council will
submit the detailed project report for Prasad
scheme implementation for better facilities,
and experience to the tourists.

Parasappa Madevappa Hajilol of Karnataka and Haryana''s Sonika won the men and women''s 10km
races respectively in the SBI 55th National Cross Country Championships.
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LG Manoj Sinha inaugurates 2-day
long 6th Technology Exhibition cum
Seed Sale Mela
24 Feb' 21

I

n the Union
Territory
of
Jammu,
and
Kashmir, Lieutenant
Governor
Manoj
Sinha is also the
Chancellor of the
Sher-i - Kashmir
University
of
Agriculture Science and Technology Kashmir
(SKUAST-Kashmir) inaugurated the 6th Technology
Exhibition cum Seed Sale Mela in Srinagar. The theme
of this mela is “Shaping the Future Farming for Better
Returns”.
The Lt. Governor inspected around 200 stalls showcasing a
variety of products and technologies developed in the field
of Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal Husbandry, Fisheries,
Agroforestry, Agri-Engineering, and other related fields.
Laying special emphasis on connecting farmers with
Agricultural Experts, University Academics, Agripreneurs,
and Industry people, Lieutenant Governor observed that
such exhibitions play an important role in offering an
exceptional opportunity for farmers to access reliable and
relevant information thus help in reducing farmers’ risk,
and uncertainty.
Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and
Technology is a state agricultural university of Jammu and
Kashmir. Founded in 1982, Sher-e-Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and Technology of Kashmir is a nonprofit public higher education institution located in Srinagar.
Officially recognized by the University Grants Commission
of India, Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural
Sciences and Technology of Kashmir
(SKUAST Kashmir) is a coeducational
Indian higher education institution.
SKUAST Kashmir also provides several
academic, and non-academic facilities and
services to students including a library.

Nadda launches "Lokkho Sonar
Bangla Declaration Crowdsourcing
Campaign"
25 Feb' 21

B

JP chief JP Nadda launched the "Lokkho Sonar
Bangla (Target to create Golden Bengal) manifesto
crowdsourcing campaign". Under this, suggestions
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will be sought from
more than two crore
people
in
West
Bengal before the
upcoming assembly
elections.
The
party's
manifesto
will emphasize the
socio-economic
empowerment of the Matua community, women, and youth.
He said that the campaign "Lokkho Sonar Bangla" would
be launched on March 3 and it would continue till March
30. We aim to reach more than two crore people in all 294
constituencies. Nadda said during the beginning of the
program, "30,000 suggestion boxes will be put up." We
want to get the suggestions of the common man as part of
our effort to build Sonar Bangla."
He said that the BJP's goal is to create a West Bengal
where women can live without any fear and students of the
Matua community can get education and
jobs and lead a good life. Nadda said, "We
will eradicate Naxalism in West Bengal."
We will end the culture of coal smuggling
and syndicate and cut money. "The state
elections are to be held in April-May.

CM Palaniswami has decided to
promote the students of Classes 9,
10, and 11 to the next class without
any exams
26 Feb' 21

I

n Tamil Nadu,
the
State
Government
has
decided
to
promote the students
of Classes 9, 10,
and 11 to the next
class without any
examinations in view
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami said that all the students of classes 9, 10,
and 11 are declared passed considering the extraordinary
situation faced by the students and teachers this year and
the requests of the parents, and that of the views of the
academicians.
The state will conduct examinations for Class 12 for
which the timetable has been released by the Tamil Nadu
Directorate of Government Examinations. The exams will
be conducted between the 3rd and 21st of May. Tamil Nadu
schools reopened for Classes 10 and 12 on January 19.

Senior Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge has become the new leader of opposition in the Rajya
Sabha.

STATE
Students of classes 9, 10 and 11 standards were relieved
on hearing the decision taken by the State Government. It
was a difficult time to learn the subjects though they were
taught through the Kalvi channel, the education channel
launched by the Government, or online since the schools
were closed due to the pandemic.
Students hailing from economically backward families,
and who could not afford to learn through cell phones
had to adapt themselves to a new way to complete their
studies. Teachers also had to rush through the syllabus and
assessing the students was a hard job. Still, the Federation
of Private School Associations asked the government
to stop politicizing the education of school students for
gaining political mileage.
Tamil Nadu, a South Indian state, is famed for its Dravidianstyle Hindu temples. In Madurai, Meenakshi Amman
Temple has high "gopuram" towers ornamented with
colorful figures. On Pamban Island, Ramanathaswamy
Temple is a pilgrimage site. The town of
Kanyakumari, at India’s southernmost tip,
is the site of ritual sunrises. Capital Chennai
is known for beaches and landmarks
including 1644 colonial Fort St. George.

39th Agartala International Book Fair
begins in Tripura
27 Feb' 21

I

n Tripura, the
39th
Agartala
International
Book Fair with the
theme “Ek Tripura,
Shrestha Tripura” has
begun at Agartala.
State Chief Minister
Biplab Kumar Deb
inaugurated the fair in presence of Bangladesh Assistant
High Commissioner Md Jobayed Hossain and other state
cabinet ministers and MLAs.
While addressing the gathering, the Chief Minister said a
book fair helps in building a positive mindset among people
and that ensures a positive approach for overall progress
in society. Cultural troops coming from Bangladesh,
Northeastern States including Sikkim will be performing
various cultural events on each day as part of the fair.
Tripura is a state in northeastern India. The third-smallest
state in the country, it covers 4,051 sq mi and is bordered
by Bangladesh to the north, south, and west, and the Indian
states of Assam and Mizoram to the east. In 2011 the state

had 3,671,032 residents, constituting 0.3% of the country's
population. The area of modern Tripura—ruled for several
centuries by the Manikya dynasty—was
part of an independent princely state under
the protectorate of the British Empire.
The independent Tripuri Kingdom (also
known as Hill Tippera) joined the newly
independent India in 1949.

Union Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan
inaugurated major healthcare
28 Feb' 21
projects in Imphal

T

he
Union
Minister
of
Health
Dr. Harsh Vardhan
arrived in Manipur.
The Minister will
also
attend
the
National
Science
Day Celebration to
be held this afternoon at Imphal. The Union Minister Dr
Harsh Vardhan inaugurated major healthcare projects taken
up at the Regional Institute of Medical Sciences (RIMS)
Imphal.
These projects include a new 3 Tesla MRI Machine in
the newly constructed MRI Block, a 100 bedded capacity
PG ladies Hostel, a new Neuro-Surgery ICU, and a new
block of College of Nursing. He also inspected a Health &
Wellness Centre in Imphal West district.
Harsh Vardhan is an incumbent Minister of Science and
Technology, Minister of Health and Family Welfare,
and Minister of Earth Sciences in the BJP government.
He represents Chandni Chowk in Delhi as a Member of
Parliament in the 17th Lok Sabha. He was elected to the
office of Chairperson of the Executive Board of the World
Health Organization from May 22, 2020.
Imphal is the capital of Manipur, a state in northeastern
India. It lies in the central part of the state in the Manipur
River valley at an elevation of 2500 feet (760 meters). On
the south side of the centuries-old Polo Ground, Manipur
State Museum has displays including tribal artifacts and a
large royal boat. Next to the former Royal
Palace, Shri Govindaji Temple has twin
domes, a large hall, and shrines to Hindu
gods. Imphal is part of the Smart Cities
Mission under the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs.

The Centre has announced a maiden gas pipeline project for the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.
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Burning Topics of the Month
India will become the
world's third energy
consumer by 2030, leaving
behind European Union.

India signs $ 50 million loan
agreement in the defense
sector for the Maldives.

IWAI inks pact with MOL
for transportation of LPG
through inland waterways.

& Many More...
WHO team visited Wuhan Research
Laboratory
03 Feb' 21

T

he World Health Organization (WHO) team visited the
research center in the Chinese city of Wuhan, which
remains the subject of speculation about the origin
of the corona virus. The WHO team's visit to the Wuhan
Institute of Virology is the main point of its expedition to
China to gather data and find out where the virus originated
and where it spread. The Wuhan Institute of Virology is
one of China's top virus research laboratories. The institute
was created for the collection of genetic information on the
corona virus spread by bats after the 2003 Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) epidemic.
China has not only denied the possibility of spreading
the Corona virus from Wuhan, but also says that the virus
has spread in the country from packets of refrigerated
marine products imported from elsewhere or imported
from outside. This argument of China has been repeatedly
rejected by international scientists and agencies. The
institute's deputy director Xi Zhengli is a virologist. She
was also part of the WHO team that traced the emergence
of SARS as an epidemic in China in 2003. He has written
articles in several journals and has disavowed former US
President Donald Trump's administration and American
officials' theories that the virus was used as a biological
weapon or that it was leaked from the institution. The
WHO team consists of experts from 10 countries. After
two weeks of isolation, the team visited hospitals, research
institutes and the traditional market for meat sales. Many
early cases of corona virus are related to this market.
The World Health Organization (WHO): is a specialized
agency of the United Nations responsible
for international public health.
Formation: 7 April 1948
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
Director-General: Tedros Adhanom
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India-US joint military exercise ‘Yudh
Abhyas 20’ commences
06 Feb' 21

T

he India-US joint military exercise Yudh Abhyas
20 commenced in Mahajan Field Firing Range of
Bikaner district in Rajasthan. This is the 16th edition
of annual bilateral joint exercise of both the armies. It will
continue till the 21st of this month. The previous version of
the joint exercise was held at Seattle in the United States.
About 250 US and 250 Indian army soldiers are participating
in the exercise. Both the armies will share their war-related
techniques, skills and experience with each other during
this exercise. The exercise is one of the largest military
training and defense cooperation efforts between India
and the United States. This exercise is another step in the
growing military cooperation between the two countries,
which shows the growth in Indo-US relations. It is also
a sign that both India and the US understand the threat
of terrorism and are standing shoulder to shoulder in
combating the same.
The exercise was conducted in two phases. The first
phase of combat conditioning, tactical training and
interoperability was completed successfully by both the
contingents. The training received by both the armies in
the first phase was validated in the second phase. Both
the contingents jointly took part in the validation exercise
which included planning & execution of
various counter terrorist operations over
52 hours. The highlight of the exercise was
the bonhomie & camaraderie displayed by
the troops, thereby ensuring integration &
achievement of interoperability at all levels.
Exercise Name
Sampriti
Mitra Shakti
Maitree Exercise

Participant Nations
India & Bangladesh
India & Sri Lanka
India & Thailand

The first India Toy Fair will be held virtually from February 27 to March 2, the government
announced.

INTERNATIONAL
Vajra Prahar
Yudh Abhyas
Nomadic Elephant
Garuda Shakti
Shakti Exercise
Dharma Guardian
Surya Kiran
Hand in Hand Exercise

India & US
India & US
India & Mongolia
India & Indonesia
India & France
India & Japan
India & Nepal
India & China

India will become the world's third
largest energy consumer by 2030,
leaving behind European Union

A

09 Feb' 21

ccording to the International Energy Agency
(IEA), 2030 India will overtake the European
Union to become the world's third-largest energy
consumer, with India contributing the largest share of
energy demand growth for the next two decades. The IAA
said in India Energy Scenario 2021 that by 2040, primary
energy consumption will increase to about 112.3 million
tonnes of oil, which is double the current level. GDP is
estimated to be $ 8,600 billion by this time.
At present, India is the fourth largest global energy
consumer after China, the United States and the European
Union. The report said that by 2040, India's GDP growth
will be at par with Japan's economy and by 2030, India will
overtake the European Union in the third place. According
to the report, from 2019 to 2040, about a quarter of the
increase in global energy demand will come from India,
which is more than any other country.
The International Energy Agency (IEA; French: Agence
internationale de l'énergie) is a Paris-based autonomous
intergovernmental organisation established in the
framework of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) in 1974 in the wake of the 1973
oil crisis. The IEA was initially dedicated to responding to
physical disruptions in the supply of oil, as well as serving
as an information source on statistics about the international
oil market and other energy sectors.
IEA member countries are required to maintain total oil
stock levels equivalent to at least 90 days of the previous
year's net imports. At the end of July 2009, IEA member
countries held a combined stockpile of almost 4.3 billion
barrels (680,000,000 m3) of oil. On 1
September 2015, Fatih Birol took office
as the new Executive Director, succeeding
in this position former Dutch Minister of
Economic Affairs, Maria van der Hoeven.

Pakistan and Turkey start joint
military exercise
10 Feb' 21

P

akistan and Turkey's Special Forces launched a joint
military exercise in Pakistan's northwest region.
This exercise will last for three weeks. The Pakistan
Army said in a statement that the opening ceremony
of the exercise was held at the Pakistan Army Special
Services Group (SSG) headquarters at Tarabela in KhyberPakhtunkhwa province.
The statement said that the SSG of the Turkish Special
Forces and Pakistan Army are participating in the exercise.
The aim of the exercise is to gain specialized skills in areas
such as counter-terrorism operations, search operations,
fire and manoeuvre techniques. The joint military exercise
will further strengthen the relationship between the two
countries and will also help in the adoption of emerging
military modernization and cooperation, the statement said.
FATF had retained Pakistan in the grey list in October, as no
significant progress is made by it in addressing important
points. It had asked Pakistan to address its “strategic
deficiencies” by demonstrating effective implementation
of targeted financial sanctions against all UN 1267 and
1373 designated terrorists and those acting for or on their
behalf. It’s unlikely that FATF will downgrade Pakistan
to the blacklist as it enjoys the support of China, Malaysia
and Turkey. However, many other member-states are still
trying to ascertain if Pakistan’s law enforcement agencies
are identifying and probing terror-financing activities.
Pakistan media had also reported last week
that some European countries, including
France, had recommended to the FATF
that Pakistan remain on the grey list as
not all points had been fully addressed by
Islamabad.

WHO expert group recommends use
11 Feb' 21
of AstraZeneca vaccine

I

ndependent experts advising the World Health
Organization (WHO) also recommended the use of the
AstraZeneca vaccine in countries where new forms of
the corona virus have been reported to people. There was
doubt about the efficacy of this vaccine against the new
form of Corona virus which has emerged in South Africa.
Although the health authorities use the advice (of these
experts) around the world, they are not like WHO approval
for this vaccine consignment for the United Nations and
its allies. This approval can come after separate meetings
of the WHO group where it will be assessed whether the
emergency use of the AstraZeneca vaccine is desired.

The Union government has waived import duty and GST of Rs 6 crore on medicines for a fivemonth-old girl suffering from a rare medical condition.
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The Oxford–AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine, codenamed
AZD1222, is a COVID-19 vaccine developed by Oxford
University and AstraZeneca given by intramuscular
injection, using as a vector the modified chimpanzee
adenovirus ChAdOx1. One dosing regimen showed 90%
efficacy when a half-dose was followed by a full-dose after
at least one month, based on mixed trials with no participants
over 55 years old. Another dosing regimen showed 62%
efficacy when given as two full doses separated by at least
one month.
The research is being done by the Oxford University's Jenner
Institute and Oxford Vaccine Group with the collaboration
of the Italian manufacturer Advent Srl located in Pomezia,
which produced the first batch of the COVID-19 vaccine
for clinical testing. The team is led by Sarah Gilbert, Adrian
Hill, Andrew Pollard, Teresa Lambe, Sandy Douglas and
Catherine Green.
On 30 December 2020, the vaccine was approved for use in
the UK's vaccination programme, and the first vaccination
outside of a trial was administered on 4 January 2021.
The World Health Organization (WHO): is a specialized
agency of the United Nations responsible
for international public health.
Formation: 7 April 1948
Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
Director-General: Tedros Adhanom

Russia's cargo vehicle departs for the
International Space Station
15 Feb' 21

A

n unmanned cargo vehicle from Russia was
successfully launched to the International Space
Station. The Progress MS-16 cargo vehicle was
launched from the Russian 'Liège' Bachnoor launch center
in Kazakhstan at a quarter past ten local time and has
reached its designated orbit.
It is carrying water, propellant and other items and it will
arrive at the space station.
NASA's Kate Rubins, Makile Hopkins, Victor Glover and
Shannon Walker operating the space station; Astronauts
Soichi Nauguchi of the Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency and Sergei Ryzikov of the Russian space agency
Rosskosmos and Serge Kud-Swerchkov.
The International Space Station is a modular space
station (habitable artificial satellite) in low Earth orbit.
It is a multinational collaborative project involving five
participating space agencies: NASA (United States),
Roscosmos (Russia), JAXA (Japan), ESA (Europe), and
CSA (Canada). The ownership and use of the space station
is established by intergovernmental treaties and agreements.
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The station serves as a microgravity and space environment
research laboratory in which scientific research is conducted
in astrobiology, astronomy, meteorology, physics, and other
fields. The ISS is suited for testing the spacecraft systems
and equipment required for possible future long-duration
missions to the Moon and Mars.
The Roscosmos State Corporation for Space Activities,
commonly known as Roscosmos, is a state corporation
of the Russian Federation responsible for space flights,
cosmonautics programs, and aerospace research.
Roscosmos is headquartered in Moscow, with its main
Mission Control Center in the nearby city of Korolyov,
and the Yuri Gagarin Cosmonaut Training Center located
in Star City in Moscow Oblast. Its launch facilities include
Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan,
the world's first and largest spaceport, and
Vostochny Cosmodrome, which is being
built in the Russian Far East in Amur
Oblast. Its director since May 2018 is
Dmitry Rogozin.

India, Maldives sign agreements on a
wide range of domains including fish
processing, public broadcasting

I

20 Feb' 21

ndia and Maldives
signed agreements
on a wide range
of domains including
fish
processing,
public broadcasting,
sustainable
urban
development,
road
infrastructure,
and
housing. The agreements were exchanged after the talks
between External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar and his
Maldivian counterpart Abdulla Shahid in Male. The agreement
in the field of broadcasting is for cooperation between Prasar
Bharati and PSM, the official State Media of Maldives. The
MoU intends to facilitate collaboration and capacity building
in the field of public broadcasting.
Dr. Jaishankar and Shahid reviewed the entire gamut of
bilateral ties as well as the progress of ongoing bilateral
projects and held discussions on the ongoing COVID
situation, including India’s continued assistance to the
Maldives for its post-COVID economic recovery.
Dr. Jaishankar also handed over one lakh additional doses
of the COVID vaccine to Shahid and Maldivian Health
Minister Ahmed Naseem.

Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting Prakash Javadekar flagged off a mobile exhibition
awareness campaign on covid vaccination and Aatmnirbhar Bharat in Pune.

INTERNATIONAL
Dr. Jaishankar arrived in Maldives and Mauritius in the
first phase of his journey to Male.
The Maldives is officially the Republic of Maldives,
an island country in the Indian Ocean,
composed of a dual chain of 26 coral
islands between Minicoy Island and
Chagos Arkipelago, with a spread of northsouth direction to the Lakshadweep island
of India.

India, Ethiopia sign agreements on
visa facilitation & leather technology

I

21 Feb' 21

ndia and Ethiopia
signed
two
agreements related
to visa facilitation and
leather
technology.
The
agreements
were signed in the
presence of Ethiopia
Deputy
Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister, Demeke Mekonnen
Hassen and External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.
Hassen is on a 4-day visit to India, from February 16.
S. Jaishankar twitted that, he had useful and productive
discussions with Hassen on a range of bilateral and regional
issues.
The two ministers agreed to expand India and Ethiopia
bilateral agenda especially defence, economic, S&T, digital
and cultural cooperation.
Ethiopia: It is a landlocked country in the Horn of Africa.
It shares borders with Eritrea to the north, Djibouti and
Somaliland to the northeast, Somalia to the east, Kenya
to the south, South Sudan to the west and Sudan to the
northwest.
Capital and largest city: Addis Ababa
President: Sahle-Work Zewde
Prime Minister: Abiy Ahmed
Currency: Birr

India signs $ 50 million loan
agreement in the defense sector for
22 Feb' 21
the Maldives

I

ndia has signed a $ 50 million loan agreement in the
defense sector for its maritime border neighbor the
Maldives, reiterating its commitment to all-round
development and security.

Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar said in
the Maldives that
this agreement will
help in capacity
building in the field
of maritime security.
The loan agreement
for defense projects
was signed between the Ministry of Finance of Maldives
and the Export-Import Bank of India. This loan will
boost maritime capabilities in the strategically important
Maldives in the Indian Ocean.
Dr. Jaishankar also signed the UTF Harbor project
agreement with Defense Minister Maria Didi of Maldives.
This agreement will strengthen Maldives' Coast Guard
capability and facilitate humanitarian aid and disaster
relief efforts in the region. Maria Didi said that defense
cooperation between India and Maldives has been an
important part of the relations between the two countries.
He said that these agreements are important milestones
of this journey of cooperation. Dr. Jaishankar also met
President of Maldives Ibrahim Mohammad Solih and
expressed India's commitment as a development partner.
India has given more than one lakh additional doses of
Covid-19 to the Maldives. Solih thanked India for this help.
He also thanked Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the generous support of the
people of India. In a joint statement issued
by the two countries, Maldives reiterated
support for India's permanent membership
claim in an expanded UN Security Council.

Government and AIIB signed a loan
agreement for USD 304 million
Assam Intra-State Transmission
System Enhancement Project

U

23 Feb' 21

nion Government and the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB) signed a loan agreement
for a 304 million dollar Assam Intra-State
Transmission System Enhancement Project to improve
reliability, capacity, and security of the power transmission
network in the State of Assam. The project aims to
strengthen Assam’s electricity transmission system by
constructing 10 transmission substations and laying
transmission lines, upgrading 15 existing substations
and providing technical assistance to support project
implementation.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare digitally presided over the 58th
National Conference of the Indian Academy of Pediatrics.
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The programme would strengthen the existing intrastate
transmission network of Assam by augmenting it with
newer networks to achieve affordable, secure, efficient and
reliable round the clock power. This would, in turn, bring
Assam closer to ensuring long-term sustainability of its
electricity supply.
The loan agreement was signed by Joint Secretary in
the Ministry of Finance Baldeo Purushartha and Acting
Director General, Investment Operations Rajat Misra on
behalf of the AIIB. Purushartha said that the project is
expected to improve the transmission network and reduce
transmission losses. The total estimated cost of the project
is USD 365 million of which USD 304 million will be
financed by the AIIB.
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank - AIIB is a multilateral
development bank with a mission to
improve social and economic outcomes in
Asia. It is headquartered in Beijing (China).
It started functioning in January 2016. Its
total number of approved members in the
world has increased to 103.

Siliguri-Dhaka train service will start
on Independence Day of Bangladesh

A

25 Feb' 21

nother new
passenger
train
will
be introduced from
26 March on the
occasion of the
Golden
Jubilee
of
Bangladesh's
independence
to
further strengthen mutual relations between India and
Bangladesh.
Divisional Railway Manager of Katihar Division Ravindra
Kumar Verma said the train will leave NJP every Thursday
and Monday while it will depart from Dhaka on Friday and
Thursday.
The Haldibari-Chilahati (in Bangladesh) train route was
opened after a gap of 55 years for goods trains on the 17th
of December last year. The passenger train between New
Jalpaiguri and Dhaka will take the same route.
Haldibari, which is on the India-Bangladesh border, is in
the Cooch Behar district of the state, while Chilahati is the
first station on the other side of the border, located in the
Nilphamari district of the neighboring country.
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The running staff will change on the international border.
As far as immigration and other formalities of passengers
are concerned, those would be carried out both in Dhaka
and, the train will reach Haldibari from NJP via Jalpaiguri
Town.
It would then enter Bangladesh and reach Dhaka via
Chilahati, Jaidebpur, Parbatipur, Santahar, and Tangail.
Additional Divisional Railway Manager
(ADRM) Katihar Division V K Choudhary
told that all arrangements have been
completed for train services between Dhaka
and New Jalpaiguri.

IWAI inks pact with MOL for
transportation of LPG through inland
waterways
26 Feb' 21

A

MoU
was
signed between
the
Inland
Waterways Authority
of India and the MOL
(Asia Oceania) Limited
for transportation of
Liquefied Natural Gas
through barges on
National Waterways-1 and National Waterways-2. The MoU
was inked in the presence of Minister for Ports, Shipping and
Waterways Mansukh Mandaviya.
The Inland Waterways Authority will provide support for,
facilitating with adequate fairway, handling of LPG cargo
on IWAI terminals or Multimodal Terminals at Haldia,
Sahibganj and Varanasi.
MOL Group is the world’s largest gas carrier company and
will invest for construction and operation of dedicated LPG
barges under Make-in-India initiative.
Presently, 60 per cent of the LPG is moved through road
to the various locations with a cost of five to six rupees per
metric tonne per kilometre. Further issues like transporters
strikes, road blockages also cause delay in transportation.
The waterways provides a cheaper alternative to the existing
mode of transportation, which is also cleaner and greener
mode. Handling LPG by inland waterways
will help reduce the carbon footprints,
lowering the overall logistics cost, which
in India stands approximately 13 to 14 per
cent of GDP, compared to global average of
eight per cent.

Kerala-based Inker Robotics has initiated a programme to preserve the 4,000-year-old puppetry art
form, using technology and automation.
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Burning Topics of the Month
NABARD disbursed Rs
16,500 crore in the current
financial year under
RIDF.

Indian drug maker fined $
500 million for destroying
records before
FDA investigation.

Center released one lakh
crore rupees of GST
compensation to states
from October 2020.

& Many More...
L&T wins Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet
train project contract
03 Feb' 21

Ultratech Cement to raise up to Rs
3,000 crore through dollar bonds

onstruction and engineering company Larsen and
Toubro (L&T) said that it has received a contract of
up to Rs 2,500 crore for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail Corridor project. L & T Construction's
heavy civil infrastructure business has won a significant
contract with two packages of the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
High Speed Rail Corridor.
Although the company has not given the information
about the amount of the contract, it has described it as an
important category. The contracts in this category range
from Rs 1,000 crore to Rs 2,500 crore. The company said
that under this contract it has got the work of purchase,
construction, assembly, paint and transport of 28 bridges.
Mumbai–Ahmedabad High Speed Rail Corridor is an
under-construction high-speed rail line connecting the
cities of Ahmedabad and India's economic hub Mumbai.
When completed, it will be India's first high-speed rail
line.
Construction was expected to begin by April 2020, and the
project was expected to be completed by December 2023.
The corridor will use as its rolling stock. Due to delays
acquiring land, the completion date was pushed back to
December 2028.
The project is estimated to cost `1.1 lakh crore (US$15
billion), including the cost of 24 train sets, interest during
construction and import duties. JICA agreed to fund 81%
of the total project cost `88,087 crore (US$12 billion),
through a 50-year loan at an interest rate of 0.1% with a
moratorium on repayments up to 15 years and the remaining
cost will be borne by the state governments
of Maharashtra and Gujarat. 20% of the
components used on the corridor will be
supplied by Japan, and manufactured in
India.

07 Feb' 21

C

T

he board of UltraTech Cement has approved a
proposal to raise up to Rs 3,000 crore by issuing
dollar bonds. The Finance Committee approved the
raising of funds up to $ 400 million or about Rs 3,000 crore
by issuing foreign currency (US dollar) -based bonds, whose
sale or offer to qualified institutional buyers within the US,
the company told the stock market. Will be done in more
instalments. Ultratech Cement said the funds would be used
for restructuring existing loans and other regular capital
expenditure requirements.
The Finance Committee is a standing committee of the
Board of Directors and is typically chaired by the Board
Treasurer. The committee is responsible for reviewing and
providing guidance on the organisation's financial matters.
A bond issued in U.S. dollars, especially one issued by a nonAmerican government or company. A bond quoted by price
rather than yield. Generally speaking, municipal revenue
bonds are the only bonds that use a dollar bond convention.
UltraTech Cement Limited is an Indian cement company
based in Mumbai. It is a subsidiary of the Indian
multinational conglomerate, Aditya Birla Group. Ultratech
is the largest manufacturer of grey cement, ready mix
concrete (RMC) and white cement in India with an installed
capacity of 116.75 million tonnes per annum, and is the
only company in the world to have a capacity of over 100
million tonnes in a single country, outside of China.
UltraTech Cement has 23 integrated plants, 1 clinkerisation
plant, 26 grinding units and 7 bulk terminals. Its operations span
across India, UAE, Bahrain and Sri Lanka.
Founded: 1983
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
Managing Director: K.C.Jhanwar

The Kerala Sahitya Akademi awards for the year 2019 was announced and author S Hareesh''s
''Meesha'' (Moustache) has been adjudged the best novel.
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RBI in favor of 'One Country, One
Bank-Lokdhari' (ombudsmen);
Complaint redressal system will be
integrated
08 Feb' 21

T

he
Reserve
B a n k
announced
the introduction of
the concept of 'one
country, one bankLokdhari' in the
banking
system.
There is a need to
integrate the customer grievance redressal system into the
banking system. At present, there are three different bankombudsmen in the country's banking system. These are for
bank-public banking, non-banking financial companies
(NBFCs) and digital transactions.
According to Reserve Bank Governor Shaktikanta Das, To
simplify the alternative system of settling disputes and to
make it more accountable to the customers of the regulated
bodies, the three bank-Lokpal systems It has been decided
to merge the concept of 'one country, one bank - Lok
Prahari'.
The move aims to provide a single platform to customers
of banks, NBFCs and non-banking companies providing
prepaid payment solutions under the integrated scheme
by providing a centralized context for redressal of their
grievances. The Reserve Bank is looking at starting
the e-Integrated Bank-Lok Prahari Scheme from June
2021.
The importance of financial consumer protection has
increased in the policy field. The Reserve Bank is working
on it.
In line with global initiatives on consumer protection, RBI
has taken several initiatives to strengthen the grievance
redressal system of regulated entities. RBI had launched
a Grievance Management System (CMS) portal to provide
alternative arrangements in the event of not finding
satisfactory solutions by the regulated bodies.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI): is India's central bank,
responsible for the issue and supply of the Indian rupee
and the regulation of the Indian banking system. It also
manages the country's main payment systems and works to
promote its economic development.
Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
Established: 1 April 1935; 85 years ago
Governor: Shaktikanta Das
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NABARD disbursed Rs 16,500 crore
in the current financial year under
RIDF
09 Feb' 21

T

he National
Bank
for
Agriculture
and
Rural
Development
(NABARD)
said
that it has approved
Rs 30,200 crore
for various rural
infrastructure projects across the country under the Rural
Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF). Out of this, an
amount of Rs 16,500 crore has been disbursed.
The RIDF was set up by the Government in 1995-96 for
financing ongoing rural Infrastructure projects. The Fund is
maintained by the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD). Domestic commercial banks
contribute to the Fund to the extent of their shortfall in stipulated
priority sector lending to agriculture. The main objective of
the Fund is to provide loans to State Governments and Stateowned corporations to enable them to complete ongoing rural
infrastructure projects. The shortfall in disbursements of RIDF
funds as compared to sanctions continues to remain a matter
of concern in the implementation of RIDF. The scope of RIDF
has been widened to include activities such as rural drinking
water schemes, soil conservation, rural market yards, rural
health centres and primary schools, mini hydel plants, shishu
shiksha kendras, anganwadis, and system improvement in the
power sector.
According to NABARD Chairman GR Chintala, in the
first 10 months of the current financial year, NABARD
approved disbursement of Rs 30,200 crore against the
sanctioned amount of Rs 30,000 crore. According to the
data as on 31 January 2021, the disbursement so far in the
current financial year has been Rs 16,500 crore.
Since inception, NABARD has disbursed Rs 3.11 lakh
crore for various rural infrastructure projects.
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD): is an apex development finance institution
fully owned by Government of India. The bank has been
entrusted with matters concerning policy, planning, and
operations in the field of credit for agriculture and other
economic activities in rural areas in India.
NABARD is active in developing &
implementing Financial Inclusion.
Headquarters: Mumbai, India
Chairman: Govinda Rajulu Chintala

The Gujarat government is setting up an Indian Institute of Skills (IIS) at Nasmed village in
Gandhinagar district.
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Indian drug maker fined $ 500
million for destroying records before
FDA investigation
10 Feb' 21

T

he US Department of Justice has been fined $ 500
million by indicting an Indian pharmaceutical
manufacturer for concealing and destroying records
before its plant inspection by the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) in 2013.
In a criminal lawsuit filed in federal court in the Nevada
district, Frégenius Kabi Oncology Ltd was found guilty of
violating FDA laws, which could not provide the necessary
documents to the FDA during the investigation. As part of
a criminal settlement, FKOL pleaded guilty to the offense
and was fined $ 300 million and an additional $ 20 million.
The United States Food and Drug Administration is a federal
agency of the Department of Health and Human Services.
The FDA is responsible for protecting and promoting
public health through the control and supervision of food
safety, tobacco products, dietary supplements, prescription
and over-the-counter pharmaceutical drugs (medications),
vaccines, biopharmaceuticals, blood transfusions, medical
devices, electromagnetic radiation emitting devices,
cosmetics, animal foods & feed and veterinary products.
The FDA is led by the Commissioner of Food and Drugs,
appointed by the President with the advice and consent
of the Senate. The Commissioner reports
to the Secretary of Health and Human
Services. Janet Woodcock is the acting
commissioner, as of 20 January 2021. The
FDA has its headquarters in unincorporated
White Oak, Maryland.

Indian Angel Network plans to invest
more than Rs 100 crore in startups in
2021
15 Feb' 21

T

he venture capital group Indian Angel Network
(IAN) plans to invest more than Rs 100 crore in
2021 in various categories of startup companies.
The group's co-founder and a member of the Steering
Committee gave this information.
A startup or start-up is a company or project undertaken by
an entrepreneur to seek, develop, and validate a scalable
economic model.
According to IAN co-founder Padmaja Ruparel, the
group members will evaluate opportunities in the fields of
biotechnology, augmented reality, manufacturing and the
environment. Ruparel said, we will invest and we will take
back the investment. We will also give returns. I think we

will do better than anything we have done this year. I think
we are going to invest more than Rs 100 crore.
IAN has invested in start-ups like FarEye, Fab Alley,
HungryZone, Staqu etc. In 2020, IAN exited 3-4 companies
after registering 15 times growth on the invested capital.
Indian Angel Network is a group of primarily Indian angel
investors funding early-stage startups. The group had 450
members from 11 countries in 2017. The members include
Ajai Chowdhry, Rajan Anandan, and Anand Ladsairya. The
group has invested in companies, such as PregBuddy and
SuperProfs. In 2018, one of its founder Padmaja Ruparel
was ranked amongst Fortune (magazine)'s list of The Most
Powerful Women in India. On Nov.8th 2020, Indian Angel
Network announced the joint with Bangladesh Angels
Network. The aim is to work together to
source, cross-refer, and promote linkages
in technology-enabled startups in India
and Bangladesh to create an enabling
environment for venture investing in both
ecosystems.

Mobile ATM Vans Flagged Off To
Boost Rural Banking: Chhattisgarh

S

16 Feb' 21

ix ATM vans
that will make
the
rounds
of remote villages
and rural markets or
'haats' to help people
in Chhattisgarh make
cash withdrawals were
flagged off by state
Panchayat and Rural Development Minister TS Singh Deo
The mobile vans has deployed in Sarguja, Koriya, Bastar,
Raipur, Raigarh and Rajnandgaon.
According to state Panchayat and Rural Development
Minister, public facilities must reach the doorsteps of people
through use of new technologies, adding that these ATMs
would help with convenience banking the way the state's
Mukhyamantri Haat-Bazar Clinic and Mukhyamantri Slum
Health schemes were taking health care to the common man.
310 of Chhattisgarh Rajya Gramin Bank's 613 branches
were in areas hit by Left Wing Extremism (LWE), and
it showed the efforts taken by the lender to reach to the
remotest corners of the state.
Chhattisgarh: is a state in India and is located in EastCentral India. The state was formed on 1 November 2000
and was earlier part of its neighboring state, Madhya Pradesh.

The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (Nabard) has sanctioned Rs 30,200 crore
and disbursed Rs 16,500 crore for various rural infrastructure projects across the country under the
Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF) in the first 10 months of the current financial year.
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Governor: Anusuiya Uikey
Chief Minister: Bhupesh Baghel
Legislature: Unicameral (90+1 seats)
Parliamentary constituencies: Rajya
Sabha (5 seats) Lok Sabha (11 seats)

SIDBI's net profit up 9 percent to Rs
630 crore in Q3
17 Feb' 21

S

mall Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI)
net profit grew 9 percent to Rs 630 crore in the
October-December quarter of 2020-21.
According to SIDBI, its profit in the same quarter of FY
2019-20 was Rs 578 crore.
In the first nine months of the current financial year 202021, SIDBI's net profit grew by 38.4 per cent to Rs 2,165
crore as against Rs 1,564 crore in the same period a year
ago.
The bank's net interest income stood at Rs 840 crore in the
October-December quarter of 2020-21 as against Rs 816
crore in the same quarter a year ago.
At the same time, net interest income increased to Rs 2,898
crore in the April-December period of the current financial
year from Rs 2,370 crore in the same period a year ago.
According to the release, the bank's gross NPA (nonperforming assets) declined to Rs 669 crore (0.47 per cent)
from Rs 1,550 crore (0.97 per cent) in the same quarter a
year ago.
Small industrial Development Bank of India (SIDBI): is
a development financial institution in India, headquartered
at Lucknow and having its offices all over the country. Its
purpose is to provide refinance facilities and short-term
lending to industries, and serves as the principal financial
institution in the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) sector.
Formed: 2 April 1990
Headquarters: Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh,
India
Chairman & MD: Devendra Kumar Singh

USIBC Summit: Piyush Goyal invites
businesses in the US to look at India
as a manufacturing base
18 Feb' 21

U

nion Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal had said that the trade between India and
the US has grown exponentially, but still, there is
a lot to be desired. Delivering the inaugural virtual address
at the annual USIBC State of US - India Business, the
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Minister said, we set
a modest target of
half a trillion dollars,
which he hoped
can be achieved
through continuous
engagement between
the two nations.
Goyal said the US
and India complement each other. He, however, added that
at the same time, we need to protect people in agriculture
and protect the citizens from low-quality products.
The US will have to be very sensitive to price points in
India, which matter to emerging economies with millions
of people just coming out of poverty, he added.
Inviting businesses in the US to look at India as a
manufacturing base, Goyal said, from here they can serve a
large Indian market and at the same time, also serve global
markets through cost-competitive products.
He said India's reforms in the defense,
mining, labor, and agriculture sector
will open up new opportunities for
American companies. He mentioned the
announcement in the Union budget to
increase the FDI limit in insurance to 74
percent.

Center released one lakh crore
rupees of GST compensation to states
from October 2020
20 Feb' 21

T

he Finance
Ministry said
that
since
October 2020, the
Center has released
Rs 1 lakh crore as
GST compensation
to states and union
territories.
The
ministry released the 17th weekly installment of Rs
5,000 crore to 23 states and three union territories
(Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir and Puducherry), with the
total amount released so far under the special borrowing
window set up in October last year. Crores have been
raised.
In the remaining five states Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland and Sikkim, there has been no
difference in revenue due to the implementation of Goods
and Services Tax (GST). The Center has started a special
facility to raise debt for the states in October 2020 to meet

The value of China's digital economy reached 35.8 trillion yuan ($5.54 trillion) in 2019.
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the projected shortfall of Rs 1.10 lakh crore in revenue due
to the implementation of GST.
The center is borrowing from the market through this
facility on behalf of states and union territories.
"The central government has borrowed an amount of Rs 1,
00,000 crore through the special loan facility
at an interest rate of 4.83 per cent on an
average. Of this, an amount of Rs 91,460.34
crore has been released to the states and
an amount of Rs 8,539.66 crore has been
released for the three union territories."

Global rating agency Moody's ups
India's growth projection for FY222
to 13.7 percent from 10.8 percent
estimated earlier
25 Feb' 21

G

lobal rating
a g e n c y
Moody's
upped India's growth
projection for the
financial year 202122 to 13.7 percent
from 10.8 percent
estimated
earlier
Moody's upped India's growth projection for the financial
year 2021-22 to 13.7 percent from 10.8 percent estimated
earlier.
In its 'Global Macro Outlook 2021-22, Moody's said,
India's Economy has rebounded quickly from one of the
world's longest, and most stringent lockdowns, which also
came with the steepest fall in GDP in the second quarter
of 2020.
For the current fiscal year, the agency expected the Indian
economy to contract by 7 percent, lower than its previous
estimate of 10.6% contraction.
The agency has given this assessment about the Indian
economy in view of the improvement in the situation and
increasing reliance on the economy after the introduction
of the Covid vaccine in the market.
Moody's Investors Service is a bond-credit rating company of
Moody's Corporation. It is simply called 'Moody's for short.
Moody's Investor Services provides international financial
research on bonds issued by commercial and government
entities. Moody's is named among the world's
three largest credit rating agencies along
with Standard & Poors and Fitch Group.
The company ranks borrowers' indebtedness
using a standardized rating scale.

IRDAI constituted a panel to re-look
Guidelines on Cybersecurity

T

25 Feb' 21

he Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India has constituted the working
group committee so as to re-look its information
and security guidelines. The need to establish the panel
was felt in the aftermath of the exponential increase in
cyber-attacks across the world amid the ongoing covid-19
pandemic. The economic situation particularly the financial
sector has seen an exponential increase in cyber-attacks
amid the pandemic. The rising threat of cyber-attacks
has necessitated the Regulators to relook into the Cyber
Security Guidelines. These guidelines will be applicable to
all the regulated entities in an effort to protect the financial
systems.
This committee will review whether the applicability of
the guidelines for insurers can be extended to other entities
under the regulatory measures of IRDAI. The committee
will also be responsible for conducting the Vulnerability
Assessment & Penetration Test. After the audit has been
done, they are required to report the findings to IRDAI. The
committee will review if the applicability of the guidelines
for the insurers can be extended to other entities under
regulatory measures of IRDAI. It will also look after how
one can apply the Guidelines to the extent applicable to
entities who are accessing the Insurer's IT System. It will
further consider whether there is a need to update guidelines
to cover the cybersecurity issues in Fintech solutions, work
from a remote location, mobile-based applications, and
cloud sourcing.
The regulators had issued guidelines on cybersecurity
in April 2017 under its governance mechanism. The
guidelines also included the Board-approved Information
& Cyber Security Policy, Information Security Committee,
Cyber Crisis management plan, and Appointment of Chief
Information Security Officer. Apart from the above, the
Guidelines mandate that the Insurers’ Risk Management
Committee should be responsible for an Annual
Comprehensive Assurance audit including conducting of
Vulnerability Assessment & Penetration Test, and should
report the findings to IRDAI.
IRDAI - The Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India is an autonomous, statutory body tasked
with regulating and promoting the insurance
and re-insurance industries in India.
Founded: 1999
Headquarters: Hyderabad
Chairperson: Subhash Chandra Khuntia

China launched the second naval missile frigate equipped with an improved radar system and longrange missiles for its all-weather ally Pakistan.
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Burning Topics of the Month
BCCI canceled Ranji
Trophy for the first time in
87 years & agreed to
hold Hazare Trophy.

Tamil Nadu wins Syed
Mushtaq Ali T-20 Trophy.

Chris Morris becomes the
most expensive player in
the IPL auction.

& Many More...
BCCI canceled Ranji Trophy for the
first time in 87 years & agreed to
hold Hazare Trophy
01 Feb' 21

B

CCI canceled Ranji Trophy for the first time in
87 years & agreed to hold Hazare trophy. The
board will also be hosting U-19 National One Day
Tournament for the Vinoo Mankad Trophy and Women’s
National 50-over tournament. The Board of Control for
Cricket in India will not be conducting its premier firstclass tournament Ranji Trophy for the first time in 87 years.
The parent body decided to hold Vijay Hazare Trophy as
per the wishes of the majority of the state units.
According to the letter sent by BCCI Secretary Jay Shah to state
units, the board will also be hosting U-19 National One Day
Tournament for the Vinoo Mankad Trophy, and the Women’s
National 50-over tournament. In the letter, the BCCI Secretary
expressed happiness while informing about the upcoming
tournaments, and mentioned that decision has been taken after
receiving the feedback from state units on the season 20202021. The Board of Control for Cricket in India during its AGM
had decided that the players will be compensated in case of the
truncated season. As the players will be missing out on the Ranji
Trophy Match fees, it has been expected that the board will
come up with a mechanism by which the domestic cricketers
will be taken care of on the financial front.
BCCI Secretary, Jay Shah in the letter also spoke about
the difficulty of planning out the domestic calendar for the
season in the post-COVID-19 world. He mentioned that the
board lost a lot of time and that it has been difficult to plan
the domestic cricket calendar on account of the precautions
that are essential for the safe conduct of the games. The
Board of Control for Cricket in India is
the national governing body for cricket in
India. The Board was formed in December
1928 as a society registered under the Tamil
Nadu Societies Registration Act.
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Tamil Nadu wins Syed Mushtaq Ali
T-20 Trophy
02 Feb' 21

T

amil
Nadu
defeated Syed
Mushtaq
Ali T20 Trophy by
defeating
Baroda
by seven wickets in
the final at Sardar
Patel Stadium in
Ahmedabad. This is
Tamil Nadu's second Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy title after
2006-07. Baroda has won this title twice (in 2011-12 and
2013-14). Chasing 121 to win in the final, Tamil Nadu
achieved the target at the loss of 7 wickets in 18 overs.
Opener for Tamil Nadu C. Hari Nishant scored 35 runs,
B.R. Aparajith contributed an unbeaten 29 and skipper
Dinesh Karthik contributed 22 runs. Batting first,
Baroda scored 120 runs for 9 wickets in 20 overs. Leftarm spinner M. Siddharth took four wickets for Baroda.
Vishnu Solanki was the top scorer for Baroda, scoring 49
runs.
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy - Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
is organized by the Board of Control for Cricket in
India. The competition is organized between Ranji
Trophy teams. The trophy is named after the famous
Indian cricket Syed Mushtaq Ali. The competition was
launched in 2006-07, with 27 Ranji teams from 5 zones
participating. It was initially named the Inter-State
T20 Championship. Gujarat and Baroda have won this
competition 2–2 times.
Tamil Nadu is famed for its Dravidian-style Hindu
temples. In Madurai, Meenakshi Amman Temple has high
"Gopuram" towers ornamented with colorful figures. On
Pamban Island, Ramanathaswamy Temple is a pilgrimage
site. Kanyakumari, at India’s southernmost tip, is the site of

Six ATM vans that will make the rounds of remote villages and rural markets or 'haats' to help people
in Chhattisgarh make cash withdrawals were flagged off by state Panchayat and Rural Development
Minister TS Singh Deo.
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ritual sunrises. Capital Chennai is known for beaches and
landmarks including 1644 colonial Fort St.
George.
Capital: Chennai
Governor: Banwarilal Purohit
Chief Minister: Edappadi K. Palaniswami

Chris Morris becomes the most
expensive player in the IPL auction

S

18 Feb' 21

outh
Africa
all-rounder
Chris Morris
became the most
expensive
player
ever in the auction of
the fourteenth season
of Indian Premier
League cricket. He
was bought by Rajasthan Royals for 16 crores 25 lakh
rupees. So far 28 players have been auctioned. Of these, 11
are foreigners and 17 are Indians. A total of 61 players were
to be auctioned. For this, 292 players were selected.
This season, Glenn Maxwell of Australia will play for
Royal Challengers Bangalore. While New Zealand allrounder Kyle Jameson has been bought by Bengaluru. At
the same time, Chennai batsman Cheteshwar Pujara was
bought.
Indian Premier League - Twenty is a competition run by
the Board of Control for Cricket in India. Indian Premier
League, established in 2007 by the Board
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
member Lalit Modi. Vivo Electronics, the
title sponsor of the IPL in 2016, is thus the
league officially known as the Dream 11
Indian Premier League.

Manika Batra won the National Table
Tennis title for the second time

S

20 Feb' 21

tar paddler Manika Batra won her second title in the
women's singles final of the Senior National Table
Tennis Championship by defeating Reith Rishia 4-2
at the Tau Devi Lal Sports Complex in Panchkula. Manika,
a Commonwealth Games gold medalist representing the
Petroleum Sports Promotion Board (PSPB), won her first
title for the nationals of Hyderabad in 2015 and was runnerup in Ranchi in 2017 when she lost the final to Sutirtha
Mukherjee. Manika made a brilliant comeback after losing

the first two games
and won the title
8–11, 10–12, 11–1,
11–9, 11–5, 11–6.
PSPB's Reith also
lost their rhythm in
the third game but
regained it in the
fourth to advance to
9-3. But, Manika took eight points to score. Manika Batra
will now compete in two WT Contender events that begin
on 28 February. She will then participate in the World
Olympic Qualifier and the Asian Olympic Qualifier in
Doha.
Manika Batra is an Indian table tennis player. He is ranked
63 in the world. In 2020, he also received the Rajiv Gandhi
Khel Ratna Award. He won a silver medal in the under-21
category of the Chilean Open in 2011. He represented
India at the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.
He also participated in the 2014 Asian Games. In 2015,
he won three medals at the Commonwealth Table Tennis
Championships. She was the only Indian in 2018 to receive
"The Breakthrough Star Award" from ITTF. Table tennis is
a popular indoor recreation sport in India.
It is mostly played in the states of West
Bengal, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, and
Gujarat. The Table Tennis Federation of
India is the official sports body of the sport.

President Ram Nath Kovind
inaugurated the world's largest cricket
stadium in Gujarat
23 Feb' 21

P

resident
of
India
Ram
Nath Kovind
has
inaugurated
the world's largest
stadium in Motera,
Gujarat.
Motera
Stadium was later
renamed Narendra
Modi Stadium. The stadium has become the largest stadium
in the world, beating the Melbourne Cricket Ground. This
stadium has made history by hosting the Pink-Ball Test
match to be held between India and England.
This newly constructed stadium was built by equipping
it with all the modern facilities and technologies that
are required for current cricket. It consists of four
dressing rooms which are required to host 20-20 matches
nowadays. The stadium is built on 63 acres. Melbourne

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenue collection for January 2021 has almost touched 1.2 lakh
crore rupees.
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Stadium has a seating capacity of 90,000 people, it has a
seating capacity of 1 million people. It has been built at an
estimated cost of Rs 800 crore. It is produced by Larsen
& Toubro. The stadium also contains 76 corporate boxes
with a seating capacity of 25 people. In addition, it has
an indoor academy, an Olympic-level swimming pool,
four dressing rooms for athletes, a clubhouse, and a food
court. In this cricket stadium, five black clay and six red
clay pitches have been made. It is the first stadium that
uses colored clay for practice and main pitches. A major
feature of this is that in the rain, the pitch can be dried in
only 30 minutes.
The old Motera Stadium was demolished in the year 2016
with a seating capacity of 54,000 spectators. Therefore,
the foundation of the new cricket stadium was laid in
January 2018. This foundation stone was laid by the
Gujarat Cricket Association. Its construction is completed
in two years.
Gujarat is a state on the western coast of India with a
coastline of 1,600 km. It is the fifth-largest
Indian state by area.
Capital: Gandhinagar
Governor: Acharya Devvrat
Chief Minister: Vijay Rupani

IOC names Australia as the preferred
bidder to host the 2032 Olympic
Games
24 Feb' 21

T

he International
O l y m p i c
Committee
(IOC) has named
Brisbane, Australia as
the preferred bidder
to host the 2032
Olympic
Games.
The IOC's future host
commission recommended that the body enters a "targeted
dialogue" with Brisbane bid organizers and the Australian
Olympic Committee.
The state of Queensland had hosted the 2018
Commonwealth Games and Brisbane was praised for its
high percentage of existing venues, a good masterplan,
experience in organizing major events, and its favorable
weather.
Several cities and countries had expressed an interest in
hosting the Games, including Indonesia, Budapest, China,
Doha, and Germany's Ruhr Valley. The delayed 2020
Olympics will be held in Tokyo, Japan in the summer,
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with Paris in France staging the 2024 Games and Los
Angeles in the United States hosting the 2028 Olympics.
The International Olympic Committee is an international
committee headquartered in Lausanne, Switzerland. It was
founded by Pierre de Coubertin on 23 June
1894, and the Greek merchant Demitris
Wikelles became its first president. At
present, it has a total of 205 National
Olympic Committees of the world as its
members.

England women's cricket team
defeated New Zealand by 8 wickets
25 Feb' 21
in ODI

E

ngland's
women's
cricket team
defeated New Zealand
by eight wickets in
the first ODI to take a
1-0 lead in the threematch series.
For England, opener
Tammy Beaumont scored 71, and captain Heather Knight
scored an unbeaten 67.
Batting first in this match, New Zealand scored 178 runs in
45.1 overs with the help of opener Haley Jenson's 53 off 58
balls with eight fours and a 50-run half-century knock off
Brook Halliday's five fours off 54 balls.
Chasing the target, the England team scored 71 runs with
the help of 11 fours off 86 balls from Beaumont, and
Knight's 69-ball 67 not out with the help of seven fours
and a six, with 181 for two in 33.4 overs. Won the match
by making.
From England, Tash Farrant took two wickets, Sophie
Ecclestone took two wickets, Katherine Brunt, Freya Davis,
Natalie Skiver, Sarah Glenn and Knight took one wicket
each. In England's innings, Skiver remained unbeaten 21
runs off 26 balls with the help of three fours.
A One Day International is a form of limited-overs cricket,
played between two teams with international status.
Currently, in One Day International cricket there are only
50 overs. This sport used to be 60 overs until 1983The
Cricket World Cup, generally held every
four years, is played in this format. One
Day International matches are also called
Limited Overs Internationals, although this
generic term may also refer to Twenty20
International matches.

Bhim Singh has been elected as president of the Jammu and Kashmir National Panthers Party, days
after his nephew Balwant Singh Mankotia resigned from the post.
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Indian men's skeet team wins bronze
in ISSF World Cup
26 Feb' 21

T

he Indian trio
of
Mairaj
Ahmed Khan,
Angad Vir Singh
Bajwa, and Gurjoat
Khangura won the
bronze medal in
the men’s skeet
team event at the
International Shooting Sport Federation tournament (ISSF)
Shotgun World Cup in Cairo.
The Indians defeated the Kazakhstan team of David
Pochivalov, Eduard Yechshenko, and Alexandr
Mukhamediyev 6-2 in the bronze medal match on the
third competition day of the International Shooting Sport
Federation tournament.
The International Shooting Sport Federation is the
governing body of the Olympic Shooting events in rifle,
pistol, and shotgun disciplines, and of several non-Olympic
Shooting sport events. A new era has dawned for the ISSF
with new team events being introduced at the World Cup
for the first time. At the World Cup Shotgun in Cairo,
Egypt, athletes competed for medals in the Skeet Mixed
Team Event, which will be included in the program of the
2024 Olympics in Paris.
Headquarters: Munich, Germany
President: Vladimir Lisin
Founded: 1907
Sport: Shooting
Membership: 150 regions

In Boxing Deepak Kumar wins
silver medal at Strandja Memorial
Tournament in Bulgaria
27 Feb' 21

I

n Boxing, Deepak
Kumar
(52kg)
wins the silver
medal at the 72nd
Strandja Memorial
Tournament in Sofia,
Bulgaria after losing
the final face-off,
in a split decision
against Bulgaria’s Daniel Asenov in the men's flyweight.
The Boxing Federation of India in its tweet said "The result
may not be in favor of Deepak Kumar but the Indian boxer

surely won the hearts with his attacking game. India had
won three medals including one silver and two bronze in the
Final version of the Strandja. The 12-member Indian team
participated in the Strandja Memorial Boxing Tournament,
in which seven male and five female players participated.
In total, 220 boxers from 30 countries participated in this
event.
The Strandzha Cup officially known as the Strandja
Memorial is an international boxing tournament held
annually in Bulgaria. The Strandja Cup is the oldest
international boxing competition in
Europe. The first tournament was held in
1950 at the "Yunak" stadium in Sofia. The
trophy is awarded to the best boxer of the
tournament. The first cup was awarded to
Hristo Popov, born in 1931.

Vinesh Phogat won the gold medal in
the 2017 World Champion Ukraine
Wrestling Event
28 Feb' 21

V

inesh Phogat
won the gold
medal
in
the women's 53 kg
event. In this event,
Indian wrestler Vinesh
Phogat defeated world
number seven Vanessa
Kaladzinskaya
of
Belarus in the final match. Now Vinesh will take part in the
26-year-old wrestler's first ranking tournament of the season
in Rome from March 4 to March 7, 2021.
Vinesh had won a gold medal in the 2014 and 2018
Commonwealth Games as well as the 2018 Asian Games.
Vinesh is the only Indian woman wrestler to have qualified
for the Tokyo Games. The 2020 Summer Olympics is also
known as Tokyo 2020. It is an upcoming international
multi-sport event to be held in Tokyo, Japan from 23 July
to 8 August 2021. It was previously scheduled from July 24
to August 9, 2020. But it was postponed in March 2020 due
to the COVID-19 epidemic.
Olympic Games - These are the leading international sports
competitions which are organized in the form of summer as
well as winter sports competitions. In this event, thousands
of athletes from all over the world participate in many
competitions. These games are considered
to be the world's leading sports competition
in which more than 200 nations participate.
Games are generally held after four years
in the summer.

The Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has joined hands with a UK-based space agency for a
collaborative project on impact-based flood forecasting.
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Agri ministry got DGCA
nod for taking drone-based
crop images under PMFBY.

IIT Mandi developed an
artificial intelligence-based
monitoring application for
COVID-19 patients.

Hyundai Motor Group has
revealed TIGER Ultimate
Mobility vehicle Concept.

& Many More...
Agri ministry got DGCA nod for
taking drone-based crop images
under PMFBY
03 Feb' 21

T

he agriculture
ministry has
got approval
from
aviation
regulator
DGCA
for flying drones
to capture images
of rice and wheat
fields in 100 districts
to assess crop yields at gram panchayat level under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), Union
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar said.
This is the first remote sensing technology-based largest
pilot study conducted so far in the country for crop yield
estimation. Apart from drone-based images, high spatial
resolution satellite data, biophysical models, smart
sampling, artificial intelligence among others are also
being used in the large-scale pilot study, he added.
"To ensure timely settlements of claims under PMFBY, @
DGCAIndia has approved the proposal of @AgriGoI for
flying drones over 100 districts growing rice and wheat,"
Tomar tweeted.
The minister mentioned that several remote sensing datadriven pilot studies have been conducted under PMFBY
across the country to determine an optimum number of
'Crop Cutting Experiments (CCE)' to assess accurate crop
yield loss at insurance units, for smart sampling technique
and rationalization. About 13 agencies were engaged in
conducting pilot studies to develop technology-driven
approaches for direct yield estimation at gram panchayat
level for Kharif 2019 and Rabi 2019-20.
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation is the statutory
body formed under the Aircraft Bill, 2020. This directorate
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investigates aviation accidents and incidents, maintains all
regulations related to aviation, and is responsible for the
issuance of licenses pertaining to aviation
like PPL's, SPL's and CPL's in India.
Sector: Civil aviation
Headquarters: New Delhi
Parent agency: Ministry of Civil Aviation

IIT Mandi developed an artificial
intelligence-based monitoring
application for COVID-19 patients

R

04 Feb' 21

esearchers
at the Indian
Institute
of
Technology
(IIT) Mandi have
developed Lakshman
Rekha, an artificial
intelligence
biometric
driven
home quarantine management application (HQMA) for
COVID-19 patients. The application uses a combination
of biometric verification, geofencing, and artificial
intelligence (AI), to continuously monitor and accurately
detect the identity of a home-quarantined person, stated the
release issued by the IIT.
In addition to quarantine management, this application is
non-infringeable for normal (non-Covid) mobile users,
curfew, and other situations, or for national emergencies to
identify violators and law violators. It also functions as a
mobile phone platform.
The results of the study are funded by the Ministry of
Science and Technology. This treatise was written by
Chief Scientist Aditya Nigam, an assistant professor at
IIT Mandy’s Department of Computing and Electrical

Jammu and Kashmir formally rolled out e-Kuber payments system of Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

SCIENCE
Engineering. “We have developed a pilot version of the
Lakshman Rekha mobile application and tested it on a small
dataset. The results are very good and we are currently
adding features, scalability, and ease of use to prepare for
deployment.
Indian Institute of Technology Mandi is a public technical
and research University located in the
Mandi district of Himachal Pradesh. In
the past 10 years, the Institute has signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with as many as 11 international and 12
national universities.

World’s Largest Radio Telescope Square Kilometre Array
06 Feb' 21

T

he
Square
Kilometre
A r r a y
Observatory (SKAO)
Council held its
inaugural meeting
and approved the
establishment of the
world’s largest radio
telescope. SKAO is a new intergovernmental organization
dedicated to radio astronomy and is headquartered in the
UK. At the moment, organizations from ten countries are
a part of the SKAO.
These include Australia, Canada, China, India, Italy, New
Zealand, South Africa, Sweden, the Netherlands, and the
UK.
The radio telescope, an astronomical instrument consisting
of a radio receiver, and an antenna system that is used to
detect radio-frequency radiation between wavelengths
of about 10 meters and 1 mm emitted by extraterrestrial
sources, such as stars, galaxies, and quasars.
Square Kilometer Array Telescope proposed to be the
largest radio telescope in the world, will be located in
Africa and Australia. The development of SKA will use
the results of various surveys undertaken using another
powerful telescope called the Australian Square Kilometre
Array Pathfinder (ASKAP).
ASKAP is developed and operated by Australia’s science
agency Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO). This telescope, which has been
fully operational since February 2019 mapped over three
million galaxies in a record 300 hours during its first allsky survey conducted late last year.
ASKAP surveys are designed to map the structure and
evolution of the Universe, which it does by observing

galaxies and the hydrogen gas that they
contain. Its operation, maintenance, and
construction will be overseen by SKAO.
The completion is expected to take nearly a
decade at a cost of over 1.8 billion pounds.

Hyundai Motor Group has revealed
TIGER Ultimate Mobility Vehicle
Concept
10 Feb' 21

H

y u n d a i
M o t o r
Group has
revealed
TIGER
(Transforming
Intelligent Ground
Excursion Robot),
the
company’s
second
Ultimate
Mobility Vehicle (UMV). The transforming intelligent
ground excursion robot is designed to carry various types
of payload while traveling over challenging terrain.
TIGER is developed by Hyundai Motor Group’s New
Horizons Studio, headquartered in Mountain View,
California. The studio was established in late 2020 to
develop UMVs drawing on research and innovation
leadership from Silicon Valley and other innovation hubs.
“Vehicles like TIGER, and the technologies underpinning it, give
us an opportunity to push our imaginations. We are constantly
looking at ways to rethink vehicle design and development and
re-define the future of transportation and mobility.”
TIGER’s exceptional capabilities are designed to function
as a mobile scientific exploration platform in extreme,
remote locations. Based on modular platform architecture,
its features include a sophisticated leg and wheel
locomotion system, 360-degree directional control, and a
range of sensors for remote observation. It is also intended
to connect to unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), which can
fully charge, and deliver TIGER to inaccessible locations.
TIGER can carry goods for delivery, or be deployed to deliver
aid packages in emergency situations. Leg-wheel articulation
enables TIGER to tackle a range of extreme situations while
keeping payloads more level than a typical ground vehicle.
With its legs retracted, TIGER drives like an all-wheel-drive
vehicle and is in its most efficient mode because it moves by
rolling traction. The first version is designed
in Silicon Valley with global development
partnerships. The project is being led by
Hyundai Motor Group’s New Horizons Studio
while working in partnership with Autodesk, a
leading engineering design software company.

Seeking to help the needy and improve its ranking in the Swachh survey, the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) opened a 'shoe bank', and claimed it was the first such initiative in Delhi.
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ISRO tests satellites developed by the
private sector for the first time

I

12 Feb' 21

ndian
Space
R e s e a r c h
Organisation
(ISRO) has opened
its UR Rao Satellite
Centre for testing
satellites developed
by the private sector
for the first time in
its history. Two satellites, developed by the Indian startups
SpaceKidz India and Pixxel (incorporated as Sygyzy) were
tested at the UR Rao Satellite Centre of the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) in Bengaluru. This is a first
for the space agency, which so far has only taken help in
manufacturing and fabrication of various parts of satellites
and rockets from the Indian industry. ISRO helped these
two companies fix problems with the solar panels on their
respective satellites.
Confirming the development, ISRO spokesperson Vivek
Singh told HT that the two firms have finished the
testing already. In the coming months, these two firms
will also test their engines at Sriharikota spaceport and
Thiruvananthapuram rocket center.
“There have been several firms that have worked with
ISRO in the past, but these firms are into manufacturing
satellites. They are almost through with their
development. In our next PSLV launch, they could be
our co-passengers,” he said. Earlier ISRO had only
provided launch facilities to private firms at a cost. In
June 2020, ISRO chairman K Sivan had announced
that the agency will open its labs, testing facilities, and
quality facilities to private companies so they don’t have
to invest in infrastructure. An independent body, Indian
National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre
(IN-SPACe), was set up not only to oversee the space
activity of the private sector but also to handhold and
share ISRO facilities. The decision of this body would
be binding on ISRO as well.
Just eight months after this announcement was made, ISRO
is ready to launch commercial satellites in a PSLV mission
scheduled for later this month. It will be the first mission
wherein satellites by the Indian industry
will be commercially launched by ISRO.
Chairman: K.Sivan.
Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka.
Established: 15 August 1969.
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National Informatics Center launches
instant messaging app named
'Sandes'
15 Feb' 21

T

he National
Informatics
Center
has
launched an app
called 'Sandes'. This
instant
messaging
platform is similar to
WhatsApp.
It can be used for any
type of communication. A mobile number or email ID is
required to be registered with this app. The need to launch
this application was felt to ensure secure communication
among employees as the "work from home" culture
has gained momentum in the backdrop of nationwide
lockdown.
NIC released the first version of this app in August
2020. This app can be used for inter-organizational
communication by central and state government officials.
This app was initially launched for Android users and
mainly government officials. Later, the service was also
extended to iOS users and is now available to the general
public as well. This app is a part of the government
strategy to advance the use of software manufactured in
India.
In the year 2020, the Ministry of Home Affairs issued an
advisory for government employees not to use platforms
like Zoom for official communication due to security
concerns.
Earlier, the Computer Emergency Response Team
(Certificate-in) also issued an advisory regarding security
and privacy concerns against Zoom.
The interface of this application is similar to other
applications. There is no option to transfer chat history
between two platforms in this app.
However, chat can be done with the help of email on the
government instant messaging system or message app. The
app requires a valid mobile number or email ID to register
the user.
It includes features like the broadcast message, group
creation, message forwarding, and emoji. It also has an
additional security feature. This platform
allows the user to mark the message as
confidential. Thus, it makes the recipient
aware that the message should not be
forwarded to other users.

Tata Consumer Products will acquire Bengaluru-based Kottaram Agro Foods for Rs 155.8 crore to
expand its product portfolio.

SCIENCE
DRDO successfully test-fires
indigenously developed anti-tank
guided missile systems from an
airborne platform
19 Feb' 21

I

n a major boost
to indigenization
in the defense
sector, the Defence
Research
and
Development
Organisation,
the
Indian Ministry of
Defence’s (MoD’s)
research and development arm, successfully test-fired it’s
indigenously developed anti-tank guided missile systems
from an airborne platform.
The Army version of the anti-tank guided missile, and
Dhruvastra, the Air Force version of the missile were
carried out from the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
manufactured Rudra Advanced Light Helicopter platform
at the Indian military’s test range at Pokhran. Four Helina
ATGMs were launched to evaluate their capabilities in the
minimum and maximum range of seven km.
Both the Helina and Dhruvastra ATGMs are improved
and advanced air-launched variants of the DRDOdeveloped Nag ATGM. To be used from helicopters,
the basic technology has been borrowed from the Nag
ATGM, which was developed in 2008. While the Nag is
for use by mechanized infantry units against tanks and is
launched from a tracked, amphibious, armored “missilecarrier” vehicle mounted on a Russian BMP chassis known
as NAMICA (Nag Missile Carrier), the Helina and the
Dhruvastra will be fitted on the Rudra ALH, the HAL
designed and manufactured multi-role attack light combat
helicopter.
Last September, India had successfully carried out the final
trials of the Nag ATGM with a warhead. The NAG missile
is a third-generation ATGM that has top-attack capabilities
that can effectively engage and destroy all known enemy
tanks. After the successful trials, the weapon system was
inducted into mechanized infantry units of the Indian Army.
The Army has for long been looking for third-generation
ATGMs with a strike range of over 2.5 km with fire-andforget capabilities to take down advancing enemy tanks,
and other armored vehicles. The MoD had, in 2018, cleared
the acquisition of 300 Nag missiles and 25 NAMICAs for
the Indian Army.
The Helina and Dhruvastra are also third-generation,
Lock on Before Launch (LOBL), fire-and-forget ATGMs

that can engage targets both indirect hit
mode as well as top attack mode. DRDO
indicated that both the Helina and the
Dhruvastra are ready for induction into the
Armed Forces.

National Science Day celebrated on
Feb 28
28 Feb' 21

N

ational Science Day is celebrated every year on
28th February to propagate the message of the
importance of science and its application among
the people. The Day is celebrated to commemorate the
discovery of the ‘Raman effect’ by Indian physicist Sir CV
Raman on this day in 1928. Sir Chandrasekhara Venkata
Raman was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1930. The first
National Science Day was celebrated in1987.
2021 Theme: "Future of STI (Science, Technology, and
Innovations): Impacts on Education, Skills, and Work".
The first-ever National S&T Databases on S&T Awards in
India and Indian origin Academicians abroad was released.
Augmenting Writing Skills for Articulating Research
(AWSAR) is an initiative that aims to disseminate Indian
research stories among the masses in an easy-to-understand
and interesting format.
Raman Effect - Raman is the inelastic scattering of a photon
by molecules that are excited to higher vibrational or
rotational energy levels. It is also called Raman scattering.
It is a change in the wavelength of light that occurs when a
light beam is deflected by molecules.
The Raman Effect forms the basis for Raman spectroscopy
which is used by chemists and physicists to gain information
about materials. Spectroscopy is the study of the interaction
between matter and electromagnetic radiation.
National Research Foundation (NRF) is to be set-up as
an autonomous body envisaged under the New Education
Policy (NEP) 2020. It will look after funding, mentoring,
and building "Quality of Research" in India. The NRF aims
to fund researchers working across streams in India.
Objectives - Foster, strengthen, and create scientific
character through popular science writing and creating a
culture of science communication/popularisation among
the scholars.
Recognize the initiative, and output of researchers on the specific
aspects of natural, physical, mathematical, and information
sciences, applied science, technology,
engineering, and multi-disciplinary science.
Conduct training Workshops for Early Career
Researchers (Ph.D. Scholars and PDFs) in
popular science writing.

The Tata Mumbai Marathon will be held on May 30, it's promoters Procam International announced.
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Burning Topics of the Month
ICICI Lombard launches
Corporate India Risk Index.

Pakistan to remain on FATF
"Grey List".

"Pahela Phagun" spring
festival was celebrated in
Bangladesh.

& Many More...
Indian Coast Guard celebrates its
45th Raising Day
01 Feb' 21

T

he Indian Coast Guard celebrated its 45th Raising
Day. The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) through its
tireless pursuits of excellence has established itself
as a reliable force that responds with alacrity to situations
impinging on the Security of the Coastline, Safety of the
Seafaring Community, and Coastal Populace.
Director General, Indian Coast Guard K Natarajan
reaffirmed the commitment to the Nation for ensuring safe,
secure, and clean seas.
As the fourth largest Coast Guard in the world, the Indian
Coast Guard has played a significant role in securing
the Indian Coasts and enforcing regulations within the
Maritime Zones of India. True to its motto “Vayam
Rakshamah” meaning “We Protect”, the service has to its
credit saving over 10,000 lives and apprehending around
14,000 miscreants since inception in 1977. On average, the
Coast Guard saves one precious life every second day at
sea.
From a modest beginning with just 7 surface platforms
in 1978, ICG has grown into a formidable force with
156 ships and 62 aircraft in its inventory and is likely to
achieve targeted force levels of 200 surface platforms and
80 aircraft by 2025.
Despite the restrictions imposed by the ‘COVID-19’
pandemic, the Indian Coast Guard has maintained 24x7
vigil in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), by deploying
about 50 ships and 12 aircraft daily. The deterrence at sea
and coordinated air surveillance by the service enabled
the seizure of contraband worth about
1,500 Crore rupees and apprehension of
more than 10 foreign fishing boats with 80
miscreants illegally operating in the Indian
EEZ alone last year.
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World’s First ‘Energy Island’ to be
built by Denmark
05 Feb' 21

T

he govt. of
Denmark has
approved
a project to build
the world's first
energy island in the
North Sea, which
will produce and
store enough green
energy to meet the electricity needs of three million
homes in European countries. The Hub will strengthen
the integration of Europe's electricity grid and increase
the renewable electricity generation required for climateneutral Europe.
The energy hub will serve as an offshore power plant
gathering and distributing green electricity from
hundreds of wind turbines surrounding the island
directly to consumers in countries surrounding the
North Sea. It is the long-term ambition to be able to
store green electricity on the island, convert it to liquid
green fuel, and send it via subsea cables to Denmark and
neighboring countries.
A broad coalition of Danish parties has decided to establish
two energy hubs and associated offshore windfarms.
One as an artificial island in the North Sea and one at the
Danish island Bornholm. An energy hub serves as a hub
that collects electricity from the surrounding offshore
windfarms and distributes the electricity between countries
connected via the electricity grid.
Furthermore, the abundance of offshore wind energy can
be used to produce climate-friendly fuels for shipping,
aviation, heavy industries, or heavy-duty vehicles. The
two hubs' initial capacity will be 5 GW triple the current

The Tata group is acquiring 68 per cent stake in online grocery platform BigBasket for around Rs
9,500 crore as it bids to expand in the fast growing e-commerce space in India.
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installed offshore capacity in Denmark.
Later they will be expanded to provide a
capacity of 12 GW in total. Denmark is
currently the largest oil producer in the EU,
and it is the biggest producer worldwide to
establish a final phase-out date so far.

ICICI Lombard launches Corporate
11 Feb' 21
India Risk Index

P

rivate General
Insurer ICICI
Lombard
has launched the
‘Corporate
India
Risk Index’. This
is intended to be a
unified, standardized
corporate risk index
that spans industries and companies.
This will help companies understand the level of risk that
their business is facing and also assist in developing a
successful risk aversion plan. It has worked with consulting
firms Frost and Sullivan to develop the risk measurement
tool.
A total of 15 sectors including IT/ITeS, BFSI, automotive
and ancillary, pharma and biotech, e-commerce,
manufacturing, realty, FMCG/retail among others are part
of this index.
Bhargav Dasgupta, MD & CEO, ICICI Lombard, said that
this initiative will empower India Inc to gauge risks better,
understand their level of preparedness and accordingly
adopt effective risk management practices. Corporate India
Risk Index in its initial edition stands at 57, which implies
optimized risk handling methods. The score suggests that
though India Inc. is on the right track, emerging risks need
more diligence.
ICICI Lombard General Insurance Company Limited is a
general insurance company in India. It is
engaged in general insurance, reinsurance,
insurance claims management, and
investment management. The company
has a Gross Written Premium of `135.92
Billion.

"Pahela Phagun" spring festival was
celebrated in Bangladesh
15 Feb' 21

T

he first day of the spring called ‘Pahela Phagun’ was
celebrated in Dhaka despite the continued shadow
of the Corona pandemic in the country. Cultural

organizations
held
programs at different
venues in the city to
herald the beginning
of
the
spring.
Programs were held
at the Suhrawardy
Udyan,
Nandan
Manch of Shilpakala
Academy, and several other locations.
The Jatiya Basanta Utsab Udjapan Parishad organized the
program at the Suhrawardy Udyan in Dhaka. Young women
wearing yellow saris and youth dressed in ‘Punjabis’ took
part in the festivity. The program featured dance and
musical performances.
The traditional program of "Basanta Utsab" at the Fine Arts
faculty in Dhaka University was canceled since educational
institutions have been closed till Feb 28 by the government
due to the Corona pandemic.
The Bangladesh Shilpa Kala Academy held the spring
festival at its Nandan Mancha. State Minister of Culture
K.M. Khalid was the Chief Guest on the occasion. Children
from Bangladesh Performing art performed the musical
drama "Aha Ki Ananda Akase Batase". Music, dance, and
choreography performances were also organized during the
event.
The day also coincides with Valentine's Day after the
revision of the Bangla Calendar in 2019
by the Bangla Academy to align it with
the Gregorian calendar. The two events
were celebrated together by the youth of
Bangladesh with the fragrance of love in
the air.

Pakistan to remain on FATF "Grey
List"
22 Feb' 21

G

lobal moneylaundering
watchdog the
Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) decided
to keep Pakistan on
its terrorism financing
“Grey List”. Pakistan
must
demonstrate
in taking action against UN-designated terrorists, and
their associates. FATF also said Pakistan courts must give
effective, decisive, and proportionate punishment to those
involved in terrorism. It also said that Pakistan must have an
effective system to deal with terror financing.

The centenary celebration of Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore's visit to Houston in February
1921 was held amidst freezing temperatures at the Tagore Grove memorial in Ray Miller Park,
followed by a virtual concert the next day with presentations of the poet's music and recitation.
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It also said once Pakistan completes three unfulfilled tasks,
the FATF will verify and take a decision on Islamabad's
present status in the June plenary. The deadline given to
Pakistan has already expired and it asked the country to
address tasks as quickly as possible.
The FATF is an inter-governmental body set up in 1989
to combat money laundering, terror financing, and other
related threats to the international financial system.
Currently, it has 39 members. Pakistan has been on the
grey list since June 2018. In its plenary held
in October last year, the FATF had kept
Pakistan on the grey list citing its failure to
fulfill six out of 27 obligations of the global
money laundering and terrorist financing
watchdog.

Union Health Minister Dr. Harsh
Vardhan lays foundation stone of
Mon Medical College, Nagaland

D

24 Feb' 21

r
Harsh
Va r d h a n ,
U n i o n
Minister for Health &
Family Welfarelaid
the foundation stone
of the Mon Medical
College in Mon
district headquarters
in the presence of Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister, Nagaland
and PangnyuPhom, Health Minister, Nagaland. Lok
Sabha MP from Nagaland TokhehoYepthomi was also
present.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr Harsh Vardhan underscored
the holistic development of North East being planned and
carried out on the ground by the apex political leadership
under the visionary leadership of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi.
The Union Minister informed the gathering: “At present
there are 562 medical colleges in the country out of which
286 are in government sector while 276 are in private
sector. Another 175 medical colleges are also in the
process of development. Against 52,000 MBBS seats in
2013-14, there are now 84,000 UG seats. Several medical
commissions are also being set up. Around 1,50,000 health
& wellness centres have been set up in the country.”
Expressing his elation at the opening of the second medical
college in the state, Dr. Harsh Vardhan said, “This medical
college is approved at a cost Rs 325 Crore under Phase
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III of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme for establishment
of new medical colleges attached with existing district/
referral hospitals. The project will have a central share of
Rs 292.50 Cr and is slated to be completed by 2023-24.
The setting up of the new college in Mon, one of the most
backward and farthest districts from the state capital will
help bring affordable secondary healthcare facilities to the
doorsteps of nearly 2.5 lakh people.”
Dr Harsh Vardhan also lauded the efforts of healthcare
workers in combating COVID-19 and stated, “India is
ahead of many developed countries in the war against the
pandemic”. He also mentioned the significance of the
Ayushman Bharat programme of the central government
in providing insurance to last citizen. He said government
aims to eliminate Tuberculosis by 2025 from India and
urged the state government to work to ensure the same.
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio in his address observed that
the college will not only benefit Mon and Nagaland but
also the people living in neighbouring states of Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh and even Myanmar. Stating that
the college will be run by the state government under
PPP mode, he outlined that Mon Medical College is one
of the 75 district medical colleges to be constructed in the
districts of the country where people have been historically
deprived of development and health facilities (due to their
locational disadvantage).
Principal Secretary (Health) of Nagaland Shri Amardeep
S Bhatia, IAS, District Collector of MonShri Thavaseelan
K, IAS, Mr. Noke Wangnao, Advisor
Social Welfare, and Home Guards & Civil
Defence also attended the event along
with senior government officials, leaders
of civil society organisations, political
functionaries and members of the medical
fraternity.

Australia passes law aimed at
making Google and Facebook pay
for news content on their platforms

A

25 Feb' 21

ustralia has passed a world-first law aimed at
making Google and Facebook pay for news
content on their platforms. The legislation had
been fiercely opposed by the US tech giants, with Facebook
blocking all news content to Australians over the row.
Facebook agreed to reverse its decision after robust
negotiations with the government, which led to changes to
the law to address some of their concerns. The law is seen
as a test case for similar regulation around the world.

TMC leader Dinesh Trivedi announced his resignation as Rajya Sabha MP.
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The amended legislation - the News Media Bargaining
Code - was passed by Australia's House of Representatives
after going through the Senate. Facebook and Google had
earlier argued that the law fundamentally misunderstood
how the internet works. The news code encourages tech
giants and news organisations to negotiate payment deals
between themselves and commits Facebook and Google to
invest tens of millions of dollars in local digital content. If
negotiations fail, an independent arbitrator can set the price
they pay domestic media - something analysts say benefits
the news groups.
The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission - a
market regulator - said publishers have had little negotiating
power until now because they are so reliant on tech
monopolies like Google and Facebook. Both firms have
also committed to spending one billion US
dollar each in the news industry globally
over the next three years. Google has
already struck deals with major Australian
news businesses in recent weeks including
News Corp. and Seven West Media.

India will be the world's 3rd biggest civil
aviation sector globally
26 Feb' 21

C

ivil Aviation
minister
Hardeep
Singh Puri said that
within a very short
period of time, India
will be the world's
third-biggest
civil
aviation
sector
globally in overall
terms.
India not only navigated through turbulent Covid times but
also the sector has now almost reached the pre-Covid levels
in the domestic sector.
Speaking at the India Aircraft Leasing summit in New
Delhi, Mr. Puri said that the target is 2000 aircraft in the
Indian sky in near future.
The Minister said Civil Aviation is a critical driver of the
economic growth in India. He said, the establishment of
Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO), financial
services, and particularly aircraft leasing is going to provide
the cutting edge for transformational change. Mr. Puri said
the MRO in India is coming off age.
Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the package
announced through the budget is to give strength to the
international financial sector in GIFT City in Gujarat.

She said that owing to cost-effective features, India has
rapidly built on the International Financial Services Centres
Authority IFSCA.
Secretary Civil Aviation Pradeep Singh Kharola said that
Aircraft leasing is the most profitable
segment of the aviation value chain.
Mr. Kharola said that not one aircraft has
been leased from India, and that is one big
challenge the sector is facing.

Bhakti Movement Saint Guru Ravidas
Jayanti observed across the country

G

27 Feb' 21

uru Ravidas Jayanti celebrated all across the
country. His influence on Indian culture is
immense, especially in North India. Bhakti
movement saint Guru Ravidas is well-known for
making efforts in eradicating the caste system. He was
contemporary to Kabirdas and Mirabai was a disciple of
Ravidas.
Ravidas Jayanti has a special significance among the
people following the Ravidassia religion, a religion
founded on the principles of Ravidas. His importance
in Sikhism is denoted by the fact that 40 of his poems
were included in the sacred ure of the religion, the Adi
Granth.
President Ram Nath Kovind has greeted people on Guru
Ravidas Jayanti. In his message, Mr Kovind said, Guru
Ravidas was a great saint and a religious reformer, who
devoted his life to serving humanity. The President said,
through his teachings, he delivered the message of equality,
justice, peace, and harmony to mankind.
He said Guru Ravidas worked for promoting the principles
of social harmony and brotherhood throughout his life.
He called upon people to resolve to take inspiration from
his teachings and strive for strengthening fraternity in the
society for the benefit of humanity.
Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu paid tributes to Sant
Ravidas on his Jayanti. Mr Naidu said, Ravidas Ji believed
in universal brotherhood and spread the message of unity
through his writings and teachings. He called upon people
to emulate his teachings and resolve to follow the path
shown by him.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tributes to Sant
Ravidas on his Jayanti. In a tweet, Mr Modi
said, the messages given by Sant Ravidas
on equality, goodwill and compassion
centuries ago, will inspire the countrymen
for ages.

Manasa Varanasi, an engineer from Telangana, was crowned as VLCC Femina Miss India World 2020
in Mumbai.
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WHO'S WHO
S.No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

DESIGNATION

WHO’S WHO
DESIGNATION
Chairman, Rajya Sabha
Lok Sabha Speaker
Chairman of Niti Ayog
Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha
Leader of House in Lok Sabha
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Chief Election Commissioner
Election Commissioner
Director General, ITBP
Chief Vigilance Commissioner
Foreign Secretary
Comptroller & Auditor General of India
Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre
Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
CBI Director
Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities
Chairman, UPSC
Director General, National Investigation Agency
Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy
Chairman, SSC
Chairman,National Human Rights Commission
Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India
Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes
Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India
Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India
Chairperson, State Bank of India
India’s permanent representative in UNO
Home Secretary
Chairperson of National Commission for Women
Chairman, 15th Finance Commission
Chairman, Competition Commission of India
Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification
President, ASSOCHAM
Chairman, NASSCOM
Chief of Defence Staff
Chief of Air Staff
Chief of Naval Staff
Chief of Army Staff
Chief, RAW
Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
National Commission for Scheduled Castes
President, FICCI
Chairman of 21st Law Commission
National Security Advisor
Chairperson, Prasar Bharati
DG of National Testing Agency
Finance Secretary
Chairman, Indian Banks Association

NAME
Venkaiah Naidu
Om Birla
Narendra D. Modi
Mallikarjun Kharge
Narendra D. Modi
Sunil Arora
Rajiv Kumar, Sushil Chandra
S S Deshwal
Sanjay Kothari
Harsh Vardhan Shringla
G. C. Murmu
S. Somanath
Dr. P. D. Vaghela
Praveen Sinha
Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
Pradeep Kumar Joshi
Y.C. Modi
K. Sivan
K. N. Vyas
Braj Raj Sharma
Justice H.L. Dattu
Vivek Joshi
Pramod Chandra Mody
Subash Chandra Khuntia
Ajay Tyagi
Dinesh Kumar Khara
T S Tirumurti
Ajay Kumar Bhalla
Rekha Sharma
N. K. Singh
Ashok Kumar Gupta
Prasoon Joshi
Vineet Agarwal
UB Pravin Rao
General Bipin Rawat
Air Chief Marshal R.K.S. Bhadauria
Admiral Karambir Singh
General Manoj Mukund Naravane
Samant Goel
A.K. Mohanty
Vijay Sampla
Uday Shankar
Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
Ajit Doval
Dr. A. Surya Prakash
Vineet Joshi
Ajay Bhushan Pandey
Rajkiran Rai G

Data as on 8th March, 2021
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Telangana Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan, who was given additional charge of Puducherry, was
sworn in as Lt Governor of the Union Territory.

ETYMOLOGY

WORD OF ENGLISH

EDITORIAL WORD

�

bent

�

haulm

�

straw

Stalk

�

reed

�

branch

�

bough

Pronunciation:

�

twig

�

pedicel

�

peduncle

Noun

SIMILAR WORDS (in form of Verb):

Singular noun: stalk; plural noun: stalks

�

creep up on �

trail		

1: The main stem of a herbaceous plant.

�

shadow

�

track down �

go after

�

be after

�

dog		

�

hound

�

course

�

hunt

�

strut

�

stride

�

march

�

flounce

�

storm

�

stomp

Example: "My friend chewed a stalk of grass"
2: The slender attachment or support of a leaf, flower,
or fruit.
Example: "The acorns grow on stalks"
3: (in a vehicle) a lever on the steering column
controlling the indicators, lights, etc.

�

follow

EXAMPLE:
1.

He ate the apple, stalk and all.

2.

Ghosts are said to stalk the castle walls.

3.

He plucked a stalk of dried fennel.

4.

Corn is treated when the stalk starts to elongate.

5.

The lion will often stalk its prey for hours.

6.

Even after their divorce he continued to stalk and
threaten her.

7.

Two flowers usually develop on each stalk.

Example: "For five years she was stalked by a man
who would taunt and threaten her"

8.

Male flies have acute vision to stalk a potential mate to
whom her suitor is a distant blur.

3: Stride somewhere in a proud, stiff, or angry manner.

9.

To freshen a celery stalk, trim the base and place in
cold water.

Example: "The control stalk on the car's fascia"
Verb
Past tense: stalked; Past participle: stalked; gerund or
Present participle: stalking
1: Pursue or approach stealthily.
Example: "A cat was stalking a bird"
2: Harass or persecute (someone) with unwanted and
obsessive attention.

"Without another word she turned and stalked out"
Etymology
"stem of a plant," early 14c., probably a diminutive (with
-k suffix) of stale "one of the uprights of a ladder, handle,
stalk," from Old English stalu "wooden part" (of a tool or
instrument), from Proto-Germanic *stalla- (source also of
Old English steala "stalk, support," steall "place"), from
PIE *stol-no-, suffixed form of *stol-, variant of root *stel"to put, stand, put in order," with derivatives referring to a
standing object or place. Of similar structures in animals
from 1826.
SIMILAR WORDS (in form of Noun):
�

stem

�

shoot

�

trunk

�

stock

�

cane

�

bine

10. When she spurned his advances, he started to stalk her.
11. Gently remove sprigs of rosemary from the stalk and
sprinkle over chicken with chopped parsley.
12. Police say the bandits stalk their prey carefully, finding
out who is most vulnerable.
13. She plucked a grass stalk from the ground at her side,
then split it lengthwise with her outer talon.
14. The cup becomes the retina, and the stalk connecting it
to the brain the optic nerve.
15. A ladybird crawled up a dry stalk, then stepped
delicately across to the oiled and battered stock of the
rifle.

Hyderabad has been recognised as a '2020 Tree City of the World' by the Arbor Day Foundation and the
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations.
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78th Golden
Globe Awards
The 78th Golden Globe Awards honoured the best in American television of 2020, as well as film in 2020 and early 2021,
as chosen by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association. The ceremony took place on February 28, 2021, nearly two
months later than normal, due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on cinema and on television. Produced by Dick
Clark Productions and the HFPA, and airing live on NBC in the United States, this was the first bi-coastal ceremony, with
Tina Fey co-hosting from the Rainbow Room in New York City, and Amy Poehler co-hosting from The Beverly Hilton
in Beverly Hills, California.
The nominees were announced on February 3, 2021. Jane Fonda and Norman Lear were announced as the recipients of
the Cecil B. DeMille Award and the Carol Burnett Award, respectively.

Drama
Nomadland
Mank
The Father
Promising Young Woman
The Trial of the Chicago 7

Best Motion Picture
Musical or Comedy
Borat Subsequent Moviefilm
Hamilton
Music
Palm Springs
The Prom

Best Performance in a Motion Picture – Drama
Actor
Actress
Chadwick Boseman
Andra Day – The United States vs. Billie Holiday as Billie
Holiday
– Ma Rainey's Black Bottom as Levee Green
Viola Davis – Ma Rainey's Black Bottom as Ma Rainey
Riz Ahmed – Sound of Metal as Ruben Stone
Vanessa Kirby – Pieces of a Woman as Martha Weiss
Anthony Hopkins – The Father as Anthony
Frances McDormand – Nomadland as Fern
Gary Oldman – Mank as Herman J. Mankiewicz
Carey Mulligan – Promising Young Woman as Cassandra
"Cassie" Thomas
Tahar Rahim – The Mauritanian as Mohamedou Ould Salahi
Best Performance in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy
Actor
Actress
Sacha Baron Cohen – Borat Subsequent
Rosamund Pike – I Care a Lot as Marla Grayson
Moviefilm as Borat Sagdiyev
James Corden – The Prom as Barry Glickman
Maria Bakalova – Borat Subsequent Moviefilm as Tutar
Sagdiyev
Lin-Manuel
Kate Hudson – Music as Kazu "Zu" Gamble
Miranda – Hamilton as Alexander Hamilton
Dev Patel – The Personal History of David
Michelle Pfeiffer – French Exit as Frances Price
Copperfield as David Copperfield
Andy Samberg – Palm Springs as Nyles
Anya Taylor-Joy – Emma as Emma Woodhouse
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Former South Africa captain Faf du Plessis announced his retirement from Test cricket to focus on
the shorter formats with T20 being his priority.

Best Supporting Performance in a Motion Picture
Supporting Actor
Supporting Actress
Daniel Kaluuya – Judas and the Black Messiah as Fred Jodie Foster – The Mauritanian as Nancy Hollander
Hampton
Sacha Baron Cohen – The Trial of the Chicago 7 as Abbie Glenn Close – Hillbilly Elegy as Bonnie "Mamaw" Vance
Hoffman
Jared Leto – The Little Things as Albert Sparma
Olivia Colman – The Father as Anne
Bill Murray – On the Rocks as Felix Keane
Amanda Seyfried – Mank as Marion Davies
Leslie Odom Jr. – One Night in Miami as Sam Cooke
Helena Zengel – News of the World as Johanna Leonberger
Other
Best Director
Best Screenplay
Chloé Zhao – Nomadland
Aaron Sorkin – The Trial of the Chicago 7
Emerald Fennell – Promising Young Woman
Emerald Fennell – Promising Young Woman
David Fincher – Mank
Jack Fincher
Regina King – One Night in Miami
– Mank
Aaron Sorkin – The Trial of the Chicago 7
Florian Zeller and Christopher Hampton – The Father
Chloé Zhao – Nomadland
Best Original Score
Best Original Song
Trent Reznor, Atticus Ross, and Jon Batiste – Soul
Io sì (Seen) (Niccolò Agliardi, Laura Pausini, & Diane
Warren) – The Life Ahead
Trent Reznor and Atticus Ross – Mank
Fight for You (D'Mile, H.E.R., & Tiara Thomas) – Judas
and the Black Messiah
James Newton Howard – News of the World
Hear My Voice (Celeste & Daniel Pemberton) – The Trial
of the Chicago 7
Alexandre Desplat – The Midnight Sky
Speak Now (Sam Ashworth & Leslie Odom Jr.) – One
Night in Miami
Ludwig Göransson – Tenet
Tigress & Tweed (Andra Day & Raphael Saadiq) – The
United States vs. Billie Holiday
Best Animated Feature Film
Best Foreign Language Film
Soul
Minari (USA)
The Croods: A New Age
Another Round (Denmark)
Onward
La Llorona (Guatemala)
Over the Moon
The Life Ahead (Italy)
Wolfwalkers
Two of Us (France)
Best Television Series
Musical or Comedy
Schitt's Creek (Pop TV)
Emily in Paris (Netflix)
The Flight Attendant (HBO Max)
The Great (Hulu)
Ted Lasso (Apple TV+)
Best Performance in a Television Series – Drama
Actor
Actress
Josh O'Connor – The Crown (Netflix) as Prince
Emma Corrin – The Crown (Netflix) as Diana, Princess
Charles
of Wales
Jason Bateman – Ozark (Netflix) as Martin "Marty"
Olivia Colman – The Crown (Netflix) as Queen Elizabeth II
Byrde
Bob Odenkirk – Better Call Saul (AMC) as Saul
Jodie Comer – Killing Eve (BBC America) as Villanelle
Goodman
Drama
The Crown (Netflix)
Lovecraft Country (HBO)
The Mandalorian (Disney+)
Ozark (Netflix)
Ratched (Netflix)

Global aerospace major Airbus will collaborate with FlyBlade India (BLADE) to develop the ondemand helicopter services market in South Asia.
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Al Pacino – Hunters (Prime Video) as Meyer Offerman Laura Linney – Ozark (Netflix) as Wendy Byrde
Matthew Rhys – Perry Mason (HBO) as Perry Mason
Sarah Paulson – Ratched (Netflix) as Nurse Ratched
Best Performance in a Television Series – Musical or Comedy
Actor
Actress
Jason Sudeikis – Ted Lasso (Apple TV+) as Ted
Catherine O'Hara – Schitt's Creek (Pop TV) as Moira
Lasso
Rose
Don Cheadle – Black Monday (Showtime) as Maurice
Lily Collins – Emily in Paris (Netflix) as Emily Cooper
Monroe
Nicholas Hoult – The Great (Hulu) as Peter III of Russia Kaley Cuoco – The Flight Attendant (HBO Max) as Cassie
Bowden
Eugene Levy – Schitt's Creek (Pop TV) as Johnny Rose Elle Fanning – The Great (Hulu) as Catherine the Great
Ramy Youssef – Ramy (Hulu) as Ramy Hassan
Jane Levy – Zoey's Extraordinary Playlist (NBC) as Zoey
Clarke
Best Performance in a Miniseries or Television Film
Actor
Actress
Mark Ruffalo – I Know This Much Is True (HBO) as Anya Taylor-Joy – The Queen's Gambit (Netflix) as
Dominick and Thomas Birdsey
Elizabeth "Beth" Harmon
Bryan Cranston – Your Honor (Showtime) as Michael
Cate Blanchett – Mrs. America (FX) as Phyllis Schlafly
Desiato
Jeff Daniels – The Comey Rule (Showtime) as James
Daisy Edgar-Jones – Normal People (Hulu) as Marianne
Comey
Sheridan
Hugh Grant – The Undoing (HBO) as Jonathan Fraser
Shira Haas – Unorthodox (Netflix) as Esther "Esty" Shapiro
Ethan Hawke – The Good Lord Bird (Showtime) as John Nicole Kidman – The Undoing (HBO) as Grace Fraser
Brown
Best Supporting Performance in a Series, Miniseries or Television Film
Supporting Actor
Supporting Actress
John Boyega – Small Axe (Prime Video) as Leroy
Gillian Anderson – The Crown (Netflix) as Margaret
Logan
Thatcher
Brendan Gleeson – The Comey Rule (Showtime) as
Helena Bonham Carter – The Crown (Netflix) as Princess
President Donald Trump
Margaret
Dan Levy – Schitt's Creek (Pop TV) as David Rose
Julia Garner – Ozark (Netflix) as Ruth Langmore
Jim Parsons – Hollywood (Netflix) as Henry Willson
Annie Murphy – Schitt's Creek (Pop TV) as Alexis Rose
Donald Sutherland – The Undoing (HBO) as Franklin
Cynthia Nixon – Ratched (Netflix) as Gwendolyn Briggs
Reinhardt
Best Miniseries or Television Film
The Queen's Gambit (Netflix)
Normal People (Hulu)
Small Axe (Prime Video)
The Undoing (HBO)
Unorthodox (Netflix)
Cecil B. DeMille Award
The Cecil B. DeMille Award is an honorary award bestowed to honourees who have made a significant mark in the film
industry. It is named after its first recipient, director Cecil B. DeMille.
Winner- Jane Fonda
Carol Burnett Award
The Carol Burnett Award is an honorary award given for outstanding and lasting contributions to television on or off the
screen. It is named in honour of its first recipient, actress Carol Burnett.
Winner- Norman Lear
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Jat Regimental Centre Marching Contingent has been adjudged as the best marching contingent among
the three services during the Republic Day Parade at the majestic Rajpath on January 26, 2021.

Space Exploration

Space Exploration
In the 50 years since the Apollo 11 Moon landing, humans
have made extraordinary progress in space exploration.
Right now, unmanned space probes are exploring the
universe far beyond our system , communicating with
Earth from over 11 billion miles away. We have also
developed technologies that allow humans to survive
in space for lengthy durations, with Russian cosmonaut
Valeri Polyakov holding the record for the longest single
stay in space - an interesting 437 days aboard the Mir
space platform.
The Space Race was an off-the-cuff 20th-century
competition between two conflict rivals, USSR and
therefore the US, to realize firsts in spaceflight capability.
It had its origins within the ballistic missile-based
nuclear race between the 2 nations following war II.
The technological advantage required to rapidly achieve
spaceflight milestones was seen as necessary for national
security, and mixed with the symbolism and beliefs of the
time. The Space Race led to pioneering efforts to launch
artificial satellites, uncrewed space probes to the Moon,
Venus, and Mars, and human spaceflight in low Earth orbit
and to the Moon.
The first human in space was Gagarin, who flew the
Vostok 1 spacecraft, which was launched by the Soviet
Union on 12 April 1961 as a part of the Vostok program.
Humans traveled to the Moon nine fold between 1968 and
1972 as a part of the us Apollo program , and have had
endless presence in space for 20 years and 122 days on the
International space platform (ISS).

Future of space exploration
The future of space exploration involves both telescopic
exploration and therefore the physical exploration of space
by robotic spacecraft and human spaceflight.

Near-term physical exploration missions, focused
on obtaining new information about the system , are
planned and announced by both national and personal
organisations.
There are tentative plans for crewed orbital and landing
missions to the Moon and Mars to determine scientific
out posts which will later enable permanent and selfsufficient settlements.
Further exploration will potentially involve expedition
and therefore the other planets and settlements on the
moon also as establishing Mining and fuelling outposts,
particularly within the belt . Physical exploration
outside the system are going to be robotic for the
foreseeable future.
Many private companies are working to form spaceflight
more efficient in hopes to scale back the general cost of
spaceflight , and thus space colonization. SpaceX has
been a dominant leader during this push for efficient
exploration with the discharge of the Falcon 9, a
reusable rocket.
NASA's Artemis program aims to land another man
and therefore the first woman on the moon by 2024
and eventually establish sustainable spaceflight by
2028. The Artemis program is NASA's stepping stone
to their ultimate goal of landing on Mars.

Indian Space Mission
Wing Commander Rakesh Sharma, AC is a former Indian
Air Force pilot who flew aboard Soyuz T-11 on 3 April
1984 with the Soviet Interkosmos programme.
He is the only Indian citizen to travel in space, although
there have been other astronauts with an Indian background
who were not Indian citizens.

More than 120 countries elected British lawyer Karim Khan as the next prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court (ICC).
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Mission name

Expected
launch
Chandrayaan-3 2021

Spacecraft

Details

Lunar lander,
rover
Crewed
spacecraft

Mission repeat of Chandrayaan-2 with lander, rover and a propulsion
module to attempt soft landing of lunar surface.
Gaganyaan ("Orbital Vehicle") is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft
(jointly made by ISRO and HAL) intended to be the basis of the Indian
Human Spaceflight Programme.
Lunar lander, Lunar Polar Exploration Mission is a concept mission by JAXA and
rover
ISRO to explore the south pole region of the Moon in 2024.

Gaganyaan

2022

Lunar Polar
Exploration
Mission
Aditya-L1

2024
2022

Solar
observation

RISAT-1A

2020

NISAR

2022

Mangalyaan 2

2024

Shukrayaan-1

2023

Radar
imaging
satellite
SAR satellite NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) is a joint project
between NASA and ISRO to co-develop and launch a dualfrequency synthetic aperture radar satellite to be used for remote sensing.
Mars orbiter Mars Orbiter Mission 2 (MOM 2) also called Mangalyaan 2 is India's
second interplanetary mission planned for launch to Mars by the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) in the 2021–2022 time frame.
Venus orbiter The Indian Venusian orbiter mission is a planned orbiter to Venus by
the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to study the atmosphere
of Venus.

Aditya-L1 is the first Indian Solar Coronagraph spacecraft mission to
study solar corona in visible and near IR bands. It is expected to be
launched by the start of 2022.
RISAT-1A is a radar-imaging satellite.

Commercial Crew Capsule
Development
The Commercial Crew Program is a human spaceflight
program designed to transport astronauts to and from
the International Space Station. SpaceX and Boeing
have been selected by NASA as the major frontrunners
to develop and test designs to complete the NASA
missions and will go on to fulfil the needs of safe,
reliable, and cost-effective transportation of the crew
in the future. The Artemis Missions designed by NASA
to bring the first man and woman to Mars will feature
a Lockheed Martin crew capsule as part of the Orion
Spacecraft.

SpaceX Dragon Capsule
On August 2, 2020, the Dragon Crew Capsule was
launched with NASA astronauts on board to complete
the first commercial crew flight to the International
Space Station using a private industry's design. While
this mission was to perform scientific experiments on
board the space station and serve as a final test to the
transportation vehicles, the mission success expands
opportunity for future missions for a variety of purposes
and crew teams.
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Boeing Starliner Capsule
A slightly smaller design than Lockheed Martin's Orion
Spacecraft with a launch mass of 13000 kg, the Boeing
Starliner is another variation of a spacecraft created to
transport crew to and from the International Space Station,
this time for NASA's Commercial Crew Program. The
capsule features a higher crew capacity of up to 7 but much
shorter design life of only 60 hours undocked flight time. The
design varied as it was a reusable spacecraft that featured
a ground landing rather than a splashdown recovery which
can be reused 10 times. The design proposal was selected
by NASA in 2014 along with SpaceX's Crew Dragon to
serve as the crew capsule for the Artemis Missions. Since
the final design review, Boeing faced issues with docking
with the International Space Station but was able to prove a
successful land-based touchdown. One more hardware test
flight is currently planned for the vehicle in July 2021.

The Private Sector and Space
Commercialization
NASA continues to focus on solving more difficult problems
involving space exploration such as deep space capabilities and
improving human life support systems. With that said, NASA
has placed the challenge of commercializing space to the

GAIL (India) Ltd, the nation's biggest gas utility, has put West Bengal on the gas map of India after it
completed laying a Rs 2,433-crore pipeline.

private space industry with the hopes of developing innovations
which help improve human living conditions in space.
Commercialization of space in the private sector will lead to
reducing flight costs, developing new methods of sustaining
human life in space, and will provide the opportunity for tourists
to experience Low Earth orbit travel in the future.

New Shepard
The Blue Origin website highlights a small launch vehicle
sending payloads into orbit. The goal is to reduce the cost of
sending smaller payloads into orbit with future intentions to send
humans into space. The first stage is reusable while the second
stage is expendable. Maximum payload dimensions are expected
to be around 530 cubic feet to be carried past the Karman line.

Limitations to Space Commerciali
-zation
New Glenn
Experiencing Low Earth Orbit as a tourist requires
accommodations to allow for humans to fly or spend time
in space. These accommodations will need to solve the
following problems:
1.

Physiological effects of living in microgravity will
affect your body's chemistry and invoke symptoms
such as motion sickness from disorientation. Long
term gradual effects from time in space include Bone
atrophy from a gravity scarce environment that limits
the flow of minerals throughout the body.

2.

Upcoming habitats are designed for effective transport
on rocket systems which means these habitats are small
and confined leading to confinement problems and
physiological changes in behaviour like claustrophobia.

3.

Residing in earth's orbit removes the protections of the
Ozone layer which absorbs harmful radiation emitted
from the sun. Living in orbit around earth exposes
humans to ten times more radiation than humans living
on earth. These radiative effects can invoke symptoms
such as skin cancer.

Commercialization of Space
SpaceX
In 2017 Elon Musk announced the development of rocket
travel to transport humans from one city to another in under
an hour. Elon has challenged SpaceX to improve travel across
the world through his reusable rocket propulsion to send up
passengers on a suborbital trajectory to their destination.

Virgin Galactic
The company Virgin Galactic with CEO Sir Richard Branson
is developing another method to reach planes through Aircraft
propulsion. Named Spaceship Two which is a biplane that
carries a spacecraft as its payload known as WhiteKnightTwo
and carries it to cruising altitude where the rocket separates
and begins to climb out of earth's atmosphere. The goal is to
use this method of travel for Private Spaceflight into space
to experience microgravity and observe earth for some time
then return home. There have been a few setbacks on the
actual commercial launch however the first crewed launch
took place in February 2019.

The larger variant of the New Shepard, Blue Origin seeks
to increase their payload capabilities by developing a
95-meter-tall rocket capable of reusable flight to space. Its
payload is expected to be satellites or to provide humans
with the opportunity to view space without astronaut
training. Blue origin intends the rocket's reusability to
last 25 flights into space alleviating costs increasing the
possibility of commercialized travel.

Blue Moon
Blue origin lunar lander is a designed flexible lander with
capabilities to send both cargo and crew to the lunar surface.
This habitat will provide a sustained human presence by
providing necessities such as life support systems and lunar
rovers to excavate and scout the surrounding lunar surface.
Further developments on this project include a Human
Landing system which are detachable living quarters intended
to attach and depart from the Blue Moon Lunar Lander.

Bigelow Aerospace
Activity Module

Expandable

The Bigelow Aerospace Corporation founded by Robert
Bigelow is headquartered in Las Vegas. A research and
development company with emphasis on constructing space
architecture capable of housing humans and creating living
conditions suitable for living in space. The company has sent
two subscale spacecraft known as Genesis I and II into Low
Earth Orbit along with sending a module known as Bigelow
Expandable Activity Module (BEAM) which is inflated and
attached to the International Space Station. The BEAM
Module is measured to be 14 feet in length and can be inflated
or deflated for ease of transportation. Bigelow Aerospace is
working toward developing their own Modules independent
of the International Space Station to send Tourists and visitors.

Aurora Space Station
The Aurora Space Station is being developed by Orion
Span founded by Frank Bunger in 2017 working toward
commercializing space through a new capsule known as
Aurora. The one time launch destination will maintain a
Low Earth Orbit and set to hold crew members and tourists.
The station is expected to launch around the year 2022.

Reduction of import duty on copper scrap from 5% to 2.5% announced in Union Budget 2022- 22
to boost recycling of copper in the country.
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MILITARY COUP
IN MYANMAR

Myanmar
Democracy is a form of government in which citizens have
adequate participation in the governance of the state and
the representatives elected by the people run the rule of the
country for them.
However, this motto is not being followed in all parts of
the world. The latest example of this is Myanmar, where
the army took the regime into account, declaring a state
of emergency in the country, along with the detention of
elected people's representatives. All airports have been
closed and air flights have been banned.
The Myanmar army has no meaning in how hard
democratically elected governments are formed. Now the
army has seized power in Myanmar again. Myanmar's
ruling party National League for Democracy had won the
parliamentary elections shortly before, but like many other
countries' elections, Myanmar's election did not remain
free of controversies, and the anti-army-backed Union
Solidarity and Development Party ruled. The party was
accused of winning the election with misuse of power. This
difficult situation has posed a major challenge to Indian
foreign policy. Being the world's largest democracy, India
will have to support democracy in Myanmar, but in the
present situation, India will also have to protect its security
and development interests.
Location - Myanmar, also known as Burma, is a country
located in Southeast Asia, which shares its border with
countries such as Thailand, Laos, Bangladesh, China, and
India.
Demographics - Myanmar has a population of about 54
million, most of whom are Burmese-speaking, although
there are also people who speak many other languages.
Religion - The main religion here is Buddhism. Apart
from this, there are several ethnic groups in the country,
including Rohingya Muslims.
Polity - Myanmar gained independence from Britain in
the year 1948. It continued to be ruled by the armed forces
from the year 1962 to the year 2011, beginning the return

66

MICA MARCH 2021

of civilian rule with the new government in the year 2011.
In the 2010s, military rule decided to shift the country
towards democracy. Although officers of the Armed
Forces remained in power under the new system, political
opponents were freed and allowed to hold elections.
Aung San Suu Kyi's party Political National League for
Democracy won in the 2015 elections, it was the first free
and fair election in the country, in which many parties took
part, after these elections, there was hope that Myanmar
democratic Arranged and growing.

The Coup in Myanmar:
The military gained power after the recent military coup
in Myanmar, it is known that this is the third coup in
Myanmar since independence from British rule in 1948.
'Coup' refers to the violent and illegally seizing of the
powers of a democratically elected government.
This tension between civil power and military power
was further heightened when the first parliamentary
elections were held in Myanmar for the first time in 2008
and witnessing the democratic future of Myanmar as a
civil power elected but it was drafted by the Tatmadaw
ie Myanmar army in 2008. The country's constitution
guaranteed the role of Myanmar's armed forces in the
country's politics with special powers. At the same time,
the National League for Democracy and Aung San Suu Kyi
had opposed the undemocratic nature of the constitution of
the country for a long time.
The Myanmar army has overthrown the government for
the third time since the country's independence (1948).
However, officials of the Myanmar army have refused
to consider it a coup in their defense. Presently a state of
emergency has been declared in the country, transferring
all powers of the regime to Commander-in-Chief Min
Aung Hlaing.

Myanmar's Torture Politics:
The constitution of the country was drafted by the
Myanmar Army in the year 2008 with the aim of remaining
in power through a civilian party. The Union Solidarity and

Karnataka has been able to maintain 'one of the lowest' unemployment rates in the country at 3.6 per
cent, Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa told Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Development Party lost the election in 2015, leaving the
army very disappointed as the military was worried about
the rise of a newly democratic Myanmar that could emerge
with the victory of the National League for Democracy.
Before the elections of 2020, the army started a brutal
crackdown on the people of the Rohingya community in the
country's Rakhine state in the name of fighting terrorism,
which brought more than 700,000 Rohingya Muslims from
Myanmar to neighboring countries (mainly Bangladesh)
forced to run.
Myanmar has always preferred to deal with its internal
conflicts on its own, allowing any foreign or international
power to make insignificant interventions. Myanmar
disbanded several international mechanisms set up by
involving some Asian and Western countries to formulate
a strategy on their challenges after the 2015 election.
The Myanmar army has well understood the divided
community mentality of the people of the country. There
is a wide divide between the Burman or Barmar (majority
group) community and ethnic minorities in Myanmar and
the country's minority community is usually opposed to a
strong central government. The Burmese are in support of
Aung San Suu Kyi in the recent military coup, but their
decision may also change in this context. The majority
community of Myanmar is largely Buddhist and peaceloving. In such a situation, they can also accept this military
coup without much resistance.

There is a confrontation between
the army, religion, and civil power
because of the coup:
On 9 February 2020, around 1000 Buddhist monks
staged a protest in the streets of Myanmar's commercial
capital Yangon under the banner of the Myanmar
National Organization in favor of the country’s military
and against the Aan San List. These Buddhist monks
believed that the National League for Democracy was
taking steps that neglected Buddhism and at the same
time gave several hate speeches against the Aun San
List and Thura Aung, the country's minister for religious
affairs. Both were accused of favoring non-Buddhists
by suppressing the majority religion of Myanmar, ie
Buddhism, and proposing a constitutional amendment
to reduce the political power of Myanmar's military.
These Buddhists staged protests with banners bearing no
Rohingya. The Myanmar military uses Buddhist monks
to maintain influence in Myanmar's politics, while the
National League for Democracy has also taken some
steps to distance politics from religion that did not
appeal to the military and Buddhists.

Summary of Issues Related to the
Myanmar Coup:
The National League for Democracy won a resounding
victory in the November 2020 election in Myanmar, winning
82% of the parliamentary seats at the federal, regional,
and state levels. The Army-backed Union Solidarity
and Development Party claimed widespread fraud in the
elections. The military removed the victorious party from
power without presenting any concrete evidence and
detained most of the political leaders including Aung San
Suu Kyi, the de facto head of the Myanmar government.
Some social workers used social media to protest and
protest against the military coup.

Global Response:
China - China has made it clear on this matter that all
parties in Myanmar will soon end their differences under
the constitution and legal framework to maintain political
and social stability.
America - The newly elected president of the US has
threatened to re-implement sanctions on Myanmar after the
military representatives of the country were overthrown
and called for solidarity on the matter with the international
community.
ASEAN Country - Brunei, presiding over ASEAN,
has called for dialogue and harmony among all sides in
Myanmar and urged them to restore normalcy again.
India's response - India also supports the process of
democratic change in Myanmar. Although India has
expressed deep concern over the recent developments
in Myanmar, deteriorating its relations with Myanmar's
military will not be a viable option, as many important
economic and strategic interests of India are associated
with Myanmar.
Myanmar Political Crisis and India - India has joined the
Myanmar issue as a member of the UN Security Council.
Soon after the coup, India had expressed its concern
over the political situation in Myanmar and said that the
democratic process and rule of law should be upheld.
Although India has expressed deep concern over the recent
developments in Myanmar, it would not be a viable option
to suspend relations with Myanmar's military as India has
significant economic and strategic interests with Myanmar
and its neighborhood.

Importance of Myanmar for India India-Myanmar Relations - India and Myanmar are closely
linked to cultural and people-to-people ties, which extend to
trade, economic, security, and defense-related exchanges.

A memorandum of understanding was signed between the Uttarakhand State Council for Science and
Technology (UCOST) and National Council of Science Museums (NCSM) for building a science
city in Dehradun at an estimated cost of Rs 173 crore.
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India provided assistance to Myanmar in the pandemic - India
has provided assistance to combat the COVID-19 pandemic
by providing medicines, test kits, and vaccines to Myanmar.
India has committed to continue its humanitarian support for
the people of Myanmar to reduce the ill effects associated
with the health and economic sector of this epidemic. India
has also provided 1.5 million doses of the Covidshield
vaccine to assist Myanmar in fighting this epidemic.
Myanmar has begun vaccination with the COVID-19
vaccine sent by India, while it has just stopped the 300,000
doses sent by China. India has handed over the kilo-class
submarine INS Sindh veer to the Myanmar Navy. This
submarine gifted by India is the first and only submarine of
the Myanmar Navy.
Foreign Policy - India's military-diplomatic outreach
act has become the cornerstone of the East Policy for
Myanmar. India's security relations with Myanmar's
military have become extremely close due to the
assistance of the Myanmar Army in securing the borders
of northeastern India's states from insurgent groups and
bilateral cooperation in other matters. In such a situation, it
will be very difficult for India to take any such step which
is likely to go against these achievements.
Infrastructure and Developmental Projects - Apart from
strategic interests, India has also worked with Myanmar
on a number of infrastructure and development projects,
which it sees as ASEAN countries and "gateways to the
East". These include the Indo-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral
highway and the Kaladan multi-modal transit transport
project along with plans for a Special Economic Zone at
the port of Sitve.

To Reduce the Gap between
Different Communities Given the communal divide among the people of Myanmar,
it has been concluded that there will be a nationwide
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protest against the military coup in Myanmar which is not
correct. In the current scenario, the army will continue to
exploit the ethnic and religious divisions. The international
community should try to establish contacts with domestic
stakeholders, including ethnicities.
Threatening Sanctions are not the Solution - even in the
past, the Myanmar military has always been able to counter
sanctions financially through agreements with Asian
countries, so it is right to expect a major political change
by banning Myanmar will not be done.
Avoiding Criticizing the Military - India would like to
remain in Myanmar for a number of reasons. Many militant
groups seek asylum in Myanmar, which means that India
needs Myanmar's help to counter them. Engagement with
Myanmar is important for India, so it will have to maintain
a two-way engagement, acknowledging the military's
primacy in Myanmar's affairs.

Conclusion
In a country where the military leadership has coined the
definition of democracy in its own words, the possibility of
tension will be very strong. In such cases, domestic forces
and geopolitics often fail to curb the actions of this system
and the impulse to govern it. It is but natural for India to
be concerned about the danger to democracy in a country.
But at present India should remain committed to its policy
of not interfering in the internal affairs of the other country.
In order to ensure mutual development of the people of
India and Myanmar, our relations with the current regime
of Myanmar must be maintained, as well as it is necessary
that constitutionalism and federalism help end the current
prevailing deadlock of Myanmar Share your experiences
related to so that this problem can be resolved as soon as
possible. India has to finely balance its principles, values,
interests, and geopolitical realities keeping in view its
national interests.

Nagaland Chief Secretary Temjen Toy died in Kohima. He was 57.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ
Q.1.

Who among the following has been takes over as
Vice Chief of the Army Staff?

(1) Sandeep Bakshi

(1) LT GEN CP Mohanty

(3) Ashwini Kumar Tewari
(4) Dinesh Kumar Khara
(5) J K Shivan
The Union Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has
inaugurated the National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal at which of the following place?
(1) Lucknow
(2) Panaji
(3) Dispur
(4) Chennai
(5) Bhagalpur
Which Scheme has been launch to make Indian
textile industry globally competitive?
(1) Mega Investment Textiles Parks
(2) Global Textiles Parks
(3) Global Textiles Industrial park
(4) Indian Textiles Industrial park
(5) None of the above
"Pattachitra" is associated with which of the
following State?
(1) Odisha
(2) Haryana
(3) Punjab
(4) Assam
(5) Bihar
Who among the following has been appointed as
Acting Chief of Staff of NASA?
(1) Kamala Harris
(2) Rishi Sunak
(3) Bhavya Lal		
(4) Priti Patel
(5) Ashok Kumar
Which of the following word has elected as the
Oxford Hindi word 2020?
(1) Aadhaar		
(2) Nari Shakti
(3) Samvidhan		
(4) Atamnirbharta
(5) None of the above
In which of the following State Tech major
Microsoft has launched its new India Development
Center (IDC) facility?
(1) Goa
(2) Gujarat
(3) Punjab
(4) Kerala
(5) Uttar Pradesh
How much amount has been approved by Central
Government for the "Start-up India Seed Fund
Scheme"?
(1) Rs 1215 crore		
(2) Rs 1015 crore
(3) Rs 945 crore		
(4) Rs 875 crore
(5) Rs 515 crore

(2) Soma Mandal

(2) General Manoj Mukund Naravane
(3) Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria
Q.9.

(4) Karambir Singh
(5) Sunil Lanba
Q.2.

Who among the following has been inaugurated
"India International Silk Fair"?
(1) Dr Harsh Wardhan (2) Smriti Irani
(3) Ajay Kumar		

(4) Narendra Modi

Q.10.

(5) None of the above
Q.3.

Q.4.

How much percentage FDI limit has been proposed
to increase in insurance companies?
(1) 49

(2) 51

(4) 74

(5) 50

(3) 75

Who among the following has been addressed
the inaugural ceremony of the ASEAN India
Hackathon?

Q.11.

(1) Ramnath Kovind
Q.12.

(2) Narendra Modi
(3) Rajnath Singh
(4) Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’
(5) Harsh Vardhan Shringla
Q.5.

Who among the following has become Estonia's
first female prime minister?
(1) Angela Merkel

(2) Erna Solberg

(3) Kaja Kallas		

(4) Sanna Marin

Q.13.

(5) Kamala Harris
Q.6.

Q.7.

Q.8.

Which of the following organization has ranked
third most valued IT services brand globally?
(1) Wipro

(2) Accenture

(4) IBM

(5) HCL Technologies

(3) TCS

Which of the following country has hosted the 17th
Ministerial Meeting of Asia Cooperation Dialogue
2021?
(1) France

(2) Japan

(4) Turkey

(5) Russia

Q.14.

(3) India

Who has been appointed as the MD of the SBI?

Q.15.

Northern Warriors produced a clinical bowling show to beat Delhi Bulls by eight wickets in the
summit clash and clinch their second title of the Abu Dhabi T10 tournament.
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Q.16. Which of the following country has signed a MoU
with India for design, manufacture and launch of
satellites by students?
(1) France
(2) Russia
(3) Iran
(4) Japan
(5) Bangladesh
Q.17. India and Japan have held which edition of the joint
meeting of Act East Forum?
(1) 10th
(2) 8th
(3) 5th
(4) 6th
(5) 3th
Q.18. How many new Sainik Schools has proposed to set
up in the country for Financial Year 2021-22?
(1) 100
(2) 200
(3) 150
(4) 75
(5) 90
Q.19. In how many states and UTs the "One Nation One
Ration Card" under implemented?
(1) 20
(2) 25
(3) 28
(4) 30
(5) 32
Q.20. How much amount to be provided for Welfare
Scheme for tea workers in budget 2020-2021?
(1) Rs.500 Crore 		
(2) Rs.2000 Crore
(3) Rs.3000 Crore
(4) Rs.1000 Crore
(5) Rs.5000 Crore
Q.21. In which of the following city the "Aero India"
2021 has been organised?
(1) Mumbai
(2) Ahmadabad (3) Bengaluru
(4) New Delhi (5) Kolkata
Q.22. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued a circular
on risk-based internal audit for which of the
following organisation?
(1) Non-banking finance companies
(2) Urban Cooperative Banks
(3) Small Finance Bank
(4) 1 and 2 only
(5) None of the above
Q.23. ISRO has been inaugurate the "SriShakthiSat"
ground station in which city?
(1) Ahmadabad (2) Coimbatore (3) Bengaluru
(4) Sriharikota (5) Chennai
Q.24. Which of the following State is all set to launch the
three-tower 'Gender Park'?
(1) Goa
(2) Punjab
(3) Karnataka
(4) Kerala
(5) Uttarakhand
Q.25. Recently Cloris Leachman has been passed away.
She was related to which profession?
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Q.26.

Q.27.

Q.28.

Q.29.

Q.30.

Q.31.

Q.32.

Q.33.

(1) Doctor
(2) Politician
(3) Singer
(4) Journalist
(5) Actor
How many Tejas light combat aircraft the
government signed a deal to purchased?
(1) 70
(2) 75
(3) 80
(4) 83
(5) 95
Which of the following organisation has started
"KRITAGYA"- a National level agri hackathon?
(1) The Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(2) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(3) Farmer Welfare Association
(4) Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution
(5) None of the above
Who among the following has been launched a
web portal "GOBARDHAN"?
(1) Narendra Singh Tomar
(2) Dharmendra Pradhan
(3) Giriraj Singh
(4) Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
(5) All of the above
In which of the following State the "School of
Public Health" has been launched?
(1) Goa
(2) Rajasthan
(3) Punjab
(4) Kerala
(5) Tamil Nadu
In which State/UT of India has been built first Igloo
Cafe?
(1) Ladakh 		
(2) Himachal Pradesh
(3) Uttarakhand		
(4) Jammu & Kashmir
(5) Arunachal Pradesh
How much amount India has paid the United
Nations regular budget assessment with a payment?
(1) USD 15.12 million (2) USD 14.12 million
(3) USD 24.12 million (4) USD 44.12 million
(5) USD 34.12 million
Which of the following above the age senior
citizens exempted from filing the income tax
returns?
(1) 62 years
(2) 65 years
(3) 70 years
(4) 75 years
(5) 80 years
Recently Greta Thunberg was in news, she was
related to which of the following Country?
(1) Norway
(2) Sweden
(3) Finland
(4) France
(5) Germany

Infrastructure company Larsen & Toubro (L&T) has received an up to Rs 2,500-crore contract for
Mumbai-Ahmedabad high speed rail corridor project.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
Q.34. Who has been inaugurated "Chauri Chaura
Centenary" Celebration in Gorakhpur?
(1) Yogi Aditya Nath

(2) Anandiben Patel

(3) Narendra Modi

(4) Ramnath Kovind

Q.43.

(5) Govind Mathur
Q.35. What is the rank of India in Democracy index
2020?
(1) 50

(2) 53

(4) 64

(5) 144

(3) 60

Q.44.

Q.36. Who among the following became the most
valuable Indian celebrity in 2020?
(1) Akshay Kumar

(2) Ranveer Singh

(3) Virat Kohli		

(4) Shah Rukh Khan

(5) Deepika Padukone
Q.37. Crown Group has been signs MoU for development
of aerospace cluster which of the following
company?
(1) TISCO

(2) TIDCO

(4) DRDO

(5) ISRO

(3) HAL

Q.38. Ajit Vinayak Gupte has been appointed as the next
ambassador of India to which of the following
country?
(1) France

(2) Egypt

(4) Iran

(5) USA

Q.45.

Q.46.

Q.47.

(3) Japan

Q.39. Which of the following large-and mid-sized state
has been ranked last in the India Justice Report
2020?
(1) Assam

(2) Goa

(3) Odisha

(4) Uttar Pradesh (5) Bihar
Q.40. The "Amrut Mahotsav" is the celebration of which
event?

Q.48.

(1) 50 years of 1962 war
(2) 72 years of Republic day
(3) 50 year of Kargil war
Q.49.

(4) 75 year of Independence
(5) 125 birth anniversary of Netaji
Q.41. How much RBI has been projected India’s GDP for
year 2021-22?
(1) 7.50%

(2) 8.50%

(4) 10.50%

(5) 5.50%

(3) 11.50%

Q.42. Which among the following US President Joe
Biden has appointed to lead his Malaria Initiative
in African and Asian countries?
(1) Bhavya Lal		

(2) Kamala Harris

Q.50.

(3) Raj Panjabi		
(4) Bobby Jindal
(5) None of the above
How much amount government set aside for the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs in the Union Budget for
the financial year 2021-22?
(1) Rs 3,524 crore
(2) Rs 4,524 crore
(3) Rs 6,524 crore
(4) Rs 8,824 crore
(5) Rs 7,524 crore
When will be the launch of the first unmanned
mission of Gaganyaan is slated?
(1) December-2022
(2) November-2022
(3) December-2021
(4) October-2021
(5) July-2021
Which of the following State/UT the Centre has
announced a maiden gas pipeline project?
(1) Chandigarh (2) Delhi
(3) Punjab
(4) Goa
(5) Jammu and Kashmir
Ryszard Szurkowski has been passed away, he was
related to which sport?
(1) Football
(2) Cricket
(3) Cyclist
(4) Golf
(5) Tennis
Who among the following took over as Air
Officer Commanding-in-chief of the Southern Air
Command?
(1) Air Marshal Manavendra Singh
(2) Air Marshal Amit Dev
(3) Air Marshal Amit Tiwari
(4) Vivek Ram Chaudhari
(5) None of the above
How much amount has been announced for the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting in the
fiscal year 2021-2022?
(1) Rs 8071.23 crore (2) Rs 4071.23 crore
(3) Rs 5071.23 crore (4) Rs 6071.23 crore
(5) Rs 1071.23 crore
How much amount has been allocated in the
Budget 2021-22 for the Ministry of Education?
(1) Rs 23,224.31 crore (2) Rs 55,224.31 crore
(3) Rs 93,224.31 crore (4) Rs 63,224.31 crore
(5) Rs 53,224.31 crore
Which armed force received 3 Mk III Advanced
Light Helicopters from HAL?
(1) India Army		
(2) India Navy
(3) India Air force
(4) ITBP
(5) BSF

Pakistan has successfully test-fired a nuclear-capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile which can
strike targets up to 290 kilometres.
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Q.51. Which of the following State/UT government has
been restores 4G mobile Internet service?
(1) J & K
(2) Nagaland
(3) Manipur
(4) Punjab
(5) Sikkim
Q.52. Who among the following has co-chaired the 8th
meeting of ASEAN-India?
(1) Rajnath Singh
(2) Narendra Modi
(3) Prahlad Singh Patel (4) Dharmendra Pradhan
(5) None of the above
Q.53. Which of the following country's ruling
Community Party has re-elected its 76-year-old
General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong?
(1) South Korea (2) Cambodia
(3) Laos
(4) Vietnam
(5) Myanmar
Q.54. Which of the following bank has decided to restrict
its customers from withdrawing money from nonEMV automated teller machines?
(1) Axis Bank		
(2) ICICI Bank
(3) UCO Bank 		
(4) Bank of Baroda
(5) Punjab National Bank
Q.55. Who among the following has been won the gold
medal in the first-ever Asian Online Shooting
Championship?
(1) Rajya Vardhan Singh Rathore
(2) Deepak Kumar
(3) Vijay Kumar
(4) Saurabh Chaudhary
(5) Abhinav Bindra
Q.56. Recently Cicely Tyson has been passed away. She
was related to which Profession?
(1) Sport
(2) Doctor
(3) Actress
(4) Politician
(5) Scientist
Q.57. Which of the following Indian state/UT Chauri
Chaura is a town located?
(1) Goa		
(2) Bihar
(3) Uttar Pradesh		
(4) Odisha
(5) Tamil Nadu
Q.58. Who among the following has been appointed as
the chairman of the board in Mahindra & Mahindra
Financial Services?
(1) Dinesh Kumar Khara
(2) Vijay Arora
(3) Shankar Bansal
(4) Anish Shah
(5) Soma Mondal
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Q.59. Which of the following State has set-up a botanical
garden named "Shivalik Arboretum"?
(1) Tripura

(2) Goa

(4) Kerala

(5) Uttarakhand

(3) Punjab

Q.60. Which of the following High Court has celebrated
the Diamond Jubilee?
(1) The High Court of Gujarat
(2) The Allahabad High Court
(3) The Patna High Court
(4) The Madras High Court
(5) The Bombay High Court
Q.61. Which of the following is the first State to complete
5 lakh vaccines?
(1) Goa

(2) Uttar Pradesh (3) Kerala

(4) Gujarat

(5) Karnataka

Q.62. In which of the following State the environment
ministry has approved "Lakhwar Electricity
Project"?
(1) Punjab

(2) Kerala

(4) Gujarat

(5) Uttarakhand

(3) Odisha

Q.63. Bikram Singh Bedi has been appointed as the MD
of which of the following company?
(1) Microsoft

(2) Facebook

(4) Google

(5) TCS

(3) Amazon

Q.64. Which of the following ministry has launched
the mobile application for "PMSVANidhi se
Samriddhi"?
(1) The Ministry of Labour & Employment
(2) Ministry of Defence
(3) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(4) Ministry of Finance
(5) Ministry of Corporate affairs
Q.65. The government of India has recently set a target
of 100% electrification of broad-gauge routes to be
completed by which year?
(1) 2035

(2) 2028

(4) 2028

(5) 2023

(3) 2030

Q.66. Which state government has announced no road
tax, registration fee on electric vehicles?
(1) Goa

(2) Kerala

(4) Gujarat

(5) Telangana

(3) Odisha

Q.67. In which of the following State the PM Modi
dedicates to nation four infrastructure projects
worth Rs 4,700 crore?

Furthering the relationship between Indian Navy and IIT Delhi on research in underwater domain of
Naval Electronic Systems, a Memorandum of Understanding has been signed.

CURRENT AFFAIRS
Q.68.

Q.69.

Q.70.

Q.71.

Q.72.

Q.73.

Q.74.

Q.75.

(1) Goa
(2) Punjab
(3) Kerala
(4) West Bengal (5) Odisha
How much amount Government has allocated to
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana for 2021-22?
(1) Rs 17,000 cr		
(2) Rs 18,000 cr
(3) Rs 19,000 cr		
(4) Rs 16,000 cr
(5) Rs 20,000 cr
Which of the following State cabinet has
approved the Chief Minister 'Water Conservation
Programme'?
(1) Manipur		
(2) Punjab
(3) Maharashtra		
(4) Karnataka
(5) Odisha
Who among the following has launched "Asom
Mala" and lays Foundation Stone of two Hospitals
in Assam?
(1) Narendra Modi
(2) Dr. Harsh Vardhan
(3) Sarvanand Sonwala (4) Jagdeesh Mukhi
(5) None of the above
Who has been appointed as the interim director of
CBI?
(1) Manoj Sinha		
(2) G C Murmu
(3) Praveen Sinha
(4) Soma Mondal
(5) Amit Dutta
Recently Rajiv Kapoor has passed away, he was
related which profession?
(1) Actor
(2) Politician
(3) Journalist
(4) Scientist
(5) Doctor
Who among the following has been recognized as
a 'global citizenship envoy'?
(1) Ram Dev
(2) Yogi Aditya Nath
(3) Sheikh Abu-Bakr Ahmad
(4) Swami Swaroopanand Saraswati
(5) Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
Who has appointed as a CEO of Temasek?
(1) Dilhan Pillai Sandrasegara
(2) Sundar Pichai
(3) Gita Gopinath
(4) Bhavya Lal
(5) None of the above
In which of the following country the "Shahtoot
dam" is located?
(1) Iran		
(2) Pakistan

Q.76.

Q.77.

Q.78.

Q.79.

Q.80.

Q.81.

Q.82.

Q.83.

(3) Afghanistan		
(4) Nepal
(5) Bhutan
Who has inaugurated the World Sustainable
Development Summit 2021?
(1) Narendra Modi
(2) Rajnath Singh
(3) Rajeev Kumar
(4) Amit Shah
(5) Dharmendra Pradhan
Who was appointed as the new Chief Information
Commissioner (CIC) of Uttar Pradesh?
(1) Govind Mathur
(2) Bhavesh Kumar Singh
(3) Sri Rajendra Kumar Tiwari
(4) Amitabh Kant
(5) None of the above
Which of the following States CM has inaugurated
the state's first heliport at Majuli?
(1) Goa
(2) Assam
(3) Punjab
(4) Odisha
(5) Kerala
Which Union Territory has become the first UT to
be corona-free?
(1) Chandigarh
(2) Daman and Diu
(3) J & K
(4) Andaman and Nicobar Islands
(5) Ladakh
The International Day for Human Fraternity is
observed on which date?
(1) Feb-07
(2) Feb-03
(3) Feb-04
(4) Feb-05
(5) Feb-02
Which of the following is the first state to implement
the 'e-cabinet'?
(1) Goa		
(2) Punjab
(3) Himachal Pradesh (4) Odisha
(5) Assam
Which of the following country has approved a
project to build the world's first energy island in the
North Sea?
(1) France
(2) Sweden
(3) Denmark
(4) Finland
(5) Russia
On which of the following date the International
Day of Zero Tolerance for Female is observed
globally?
(1) 02-Feb
(2) 03-Feb
(3) 05-Feb
(4) 06-Feb
(5) 09-Feb

PFC issued USD 500 million Senior Unsecured USD Bonds for more than 10 years.
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Q.84. Delhi Chief Minister has launched which of the
following campaign to promote electric vehicles?
(1) Power-on Delhi
(2) Vidyut Delhi
(3) Electric Delhi		
(4) Switch Delhi
(5) None of the above
Q.85. Which of the following State government has
launched the 'Beggar Free Scheme'?
(1) Goa
(2) Kerala
(3) Odisha
(4) Rajasthan
(5) Assam
Q.86. Which of the following Ministry of the Indian
government is organizing the event 'Udyog
Manthan'?
(1) Ministry of Home
(2) Ministry of Agriculture
(3) Ministry of Finance
(4) Commerce Ministry
(5) Ministry of external Affairs
Q.87. The Government of India has approved the sending
of 1 lakh Covid-19 vaccines to which of the
following country?
(1) Pakistan
(2) Nepal
(3) Cambodia
(4) Bahrain
(5) Bangladesh
Q.88. Shri Bansi Kaul passed away, he was related to
which profession?
(1) Doctor
(2) Director
(3) Politician
(4) Journalist
(5) Player
Q.89. Which of the following Ministry launches new
Central Sector Scheme titled "Formation and
Promotion of 10,000 FPOs"?
(1) The Ministry of Agriculture
(2) Ministry of labour and employment
(3) Ministry of women and child development
(4) Ministry of minority affairs
(5) Ministry of skill development and
entrepreneurship
Q.90. Who among the following has set new indoor
world record in 1500 meters?
(1) Segay
(2) Dutee Chand (3) Hima Das
(4) Chris Tracht (5) None of the above
Q.91. Which of the following airline launched 24 new
flight?
(1) Air India		
(2) Vistara
(3) Air India Express (4) IndiGo
(5) SpiceJet
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Q.92. Who among the following player has been
appointed as a Deputy Superintendent of Police by
the Assam government?
(1) Bajrang Punia

(2) M C Mary Kom

(3) Hima Das		

(4) Dutte Chand

(5) P V Sindhu
Q.93. Who is the Director General of WHO?
(1) António Guterres

(2) Tedros Adhanom

(3) Inger Andersen

(4) Achim Steiner

(5) Gita Gopinath
Q.94. Recently Pangong Lake was in news, located in
which State/UT?
(1) Ladakh		

(2) Uttarakhand

(3) Sikkim		

(4) Arunachal Pradesh

(5) Assam
Q.95. Recently Tapovan tunnel was in news, located in
which State/UT?
(1) Uttarakhand (2) Sikkim
(4) Assam

(3) Manipur

(5) Kerala

Q.96. Recently “Package Solution” was in news, related
to which?
(1) Oil Producing Country
(2) Gulf Countries
(3) ASEAN Countries
(4) The Caribbean Islands
(5) Permanent Seat in United Nation
Q.97. The ISRO is set to launch which country's
observation Amazonia-1?
(1) England

(2) France

(4) Nepal

(5) China

(3) Brazil

Q.98. "Pragyan Bharati" and "Bhasha Gaurav" two
schemes related to which state/UT?
(1) Odisha

(2) Manipur

(4) Kerala

(5) Punjab

(3) Assam

Q.99. Who has been appointed to the reconstituted
National Security Advisory Board (NSAB)?
(1) P D Baghela		

(2) Soma Mandal

(3) Sridhar Vembu

(4) Deepak Kumar

(5) R N Ravi
Q.100. What is India's rank in the Innovation Index 2021
released by Bloomberg?
(1) 56

(2) 40

(4) 50

(5) 30

(3) 48

Chief Minister of Puducherry V Narayanasamy announced that the Territorial government has been
remitting into bank accounts of each of the families in BPL (below poverty line) a sum of Rs 3,000
as cash equivalent to free rice for the last five months.
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Q.101. Which country has participated with India in the
16th edition of joint military exercise 'Yudh Abhyas
20'?
(1) France

(2) Russia

(4) USA

(5) Nepal

(3) Japan

Q.102. Which of the following social media platform has
suspended 500 accounts for policy breach after the
Indian government's request?
(1) Zoom

(2) Facebook

(4) Instagram

(5) WhatsApp

(3) Twitter

Q.103. Recently Shri Bansi Kaul has passed away, He was
related to which profession?
(1) Director

(2) Politician

(4) Scientist

(5) Player

(3) Doctor

Q.104. India's first geothermal power project will be
established at which place?
(1) Ladakh

(2) Tamil Nadu

(4) Sikkim

(5) Goa

(3) Kerala

Q.105. Who among the following has inaugurated the
World Sustainable Development Summit 2021 via
video conferencing?
(1) Narendra Modi
(2) Ramnath Kovind
(3) Dharmendra Pradhan
(4) Rajeev Kumar
(5) Ravi Shankar Prasad
Q.106. Scientists have found the first geological evidence
of an earthquake at Himebasti Village located in
which State?
(1) Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
(2) Punjab and Haryana
(3) Karnataka and Tripura
(4) Tripura and Arunachal
(5) Assam and Arunachal
Q.107. Which country is poised to become the second
country in the world to land successfully on Mars?
(1) Russia

(2) England

(4) France

(5) China

(3) India

Q.108. Which state government has introduced a unique
16-digit Unicode to mark all kinds of landholdings?
(1) Goa		

(2) Sikkim

(3) Uttar Pradesh		

(4) Punjab

(5) Odisha

Q.109. Who among the following has won the inaugural
ICC Player of the Month award?
(1) David Andrew Warner
(2) Pat Cummins
(3) Suresh Raina
(4) Virat Kohli
(5) Rishabh Pant
Q.110. Who is founder of Arya Samaj?
(1) Dayanand Saraswati
(2) Raja Ram Mohan Ray
(3) Vivekananda
(4) Ram Krishan
(5) None of the above
Q.111. Which of the following State government has
created Vijayanagara district from Ballari district?
(1) Punjab
(2) Kerala
(3) Karnataka
(4) Odisha
(5) West Bengal
Q.112. CEAT named ____________ as brand ambassador
for new bike range of tires.
(1) Akshay Kumar
(2) Ranveer Singh
(3) Ameer Khan		
(4) Rana Daggubati
(5) Priyanka Chopra
Q.113. Who among the following has appointed as
Managing Director of Volvo Cars India?
(1) Jyoti Malhotra
(2) Soma Mandal
(3) G Satheesh Reddy (4) Rana Daggubati
(5) Ritesh Tiwari
Q.114. Who among the following has announced
candidacy to become the next Secretary-General of
United Nation Organization?
(1) Jyoti Malhotra
(2) Soma Mandal
(3) Akanksha Arora
(4) T. S. Tirumurti
(5) Gita Gopinath
Q.115. Who among the following has appointed as the
Chief Justice of the Manipur High Court?
(1) Justice P. Venkat Sanjay Kumar
(2) Govind Mathur
(3) Justice Mohammad Rafiq
(4) Raghvendra Singh Chauhan
(5) Arup Kumar Goswami
Q.116. Who among the following Tata Motors has
appointed as the company's Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) and Managing Director?
(1) Pravin Kumar Purwar

Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has received approval from the
Department of Revenue for undertaking e-KYC services for NPS and APY subscribers.
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(2) Ritesh Tiwari
(3) P D Baghela
(4) Mark Listosella
(5) Arup Kumar Goswami
Q.117. How many states have completed the reforms
in 'Ease of Doing Business' as stipulated by the
Ministry of Finance?
(1) 30

(2) 20

(4) 15

(5) 10

(3) 12

Q.118. Which of the following State has signed a MoU
with the central government for setting up a science
city?
(1) Goa

(2) Tamil Nadu

(3) Odisha

(4) Uttarakhand (5) Assam
Q.119. World Radio Day celebrated which of the following
date?
(1) 09-Feb

(2) 10-Feb

(4) 12-Feb

(5) 13-Feb

(3) 11-Feb

Q.120. How much amount ACC consolidated net profit in
Dec quarter?
(1) Rs 572.4 cr

(2) Rs 672.4 cr

(4) Rs 772.4 cr

(5) Rs 972.4 cr

(3) Rs 472.4 cr

Q.121. On which of the following date the FASTag has
become mandatory on National Highways?
(1) February 10, 2021 (2) February 11, 2021
(3) February 12, 2021 (4) February 15, 2021
(5) February 16, 2021
Q.122. Who among the following has inaugurated first
full-fledged international cruise terminal at Cochin
Port in Kerala?
(1) Smriti Irani		

(2) Nitin Gadkari

(3) S Jaishankar		

(4) Amit Shah

(5) Narendra Modi
Q.123. In which of the following State the Maharaja
Suheldev Memorial is located?
(1) Uttar Pradesh		

(2) Madhya Pradesh

(3) Rajasthan		

(4) Maharashtra

(5) Punjab
Q.124. Who among the following, was crowned as VLCC
Femina Miss India World 2020 in Mumbai?
(1) Manika Sheokand (2) Manasa Varanasi
(3) Khushi Mishra
(5) Rati Hulji
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(4) Manya Singh

Q.125. Which of the following organisation has partnered
with Gulf Oil International for investing and
exploring opportunities in the electric vehicle
charging space?
(1) Gulf Oil Lubricants India
(2) Walmart India
(3) Amazon
(4) Flipkart
(5) Jio
Q.126. Markets regulator Sebi imposed a penalty of
__________on the NSE for failing to provide a
level-playing field for trading members subscribing
to its tick-by-tick (TBT) data feed system.
(1) Rs 5 crore (2) Rs 4 crore
(3) Rs 1 crore
(4) Rs 7 crore (5) Rs 3 crore
Q.127. Which of the following airport has won the 'Voice
of the Customer' award?
(1) Lucknow
(2) Chennai
(3) Hyderabad
(4) Kolkata
(5) Bangalore
Q.128. Which State has launched the Loumi Connect app?
(1) Odisha
(2) Punjab
(3) Manipur
(4) Assam
(5) Goa
Q.129. The World Pulses Day is observed on which date?
(1) 8th February		
(2) 9th February
(3) 15th February		
(4) 10th February
(5) 7nd February
Q.130. Who among the following has appointed as the
brand ambassador of Redmi India?
(1) Anupam Kher		
(2) Ranveer Singh
(3) Aamir Khan		
(4) Sonu Sood
(5) Shahid Kapoor
Q.131. According to Kerala Sahitya Akademi Awards
which is selected as Best Novel?
(1) God of Small Things
(2) A Suitable Boy
(3) The Interpreter of Maladies
(4) Meesha
(5) None of the above
Q.132. Recently M Rama Jois has passed away, He was
former Governor of which State?
(1) Jharkhand
(2) Bihar
(3) Goa
(4) Punjab
(5) A & B both
Q.133. Which film has been shortlisted in top 10 films
under Live Action Short film category for 93rd
Oscar Awards?

Pope Francis has established an annual date to honour grandparents and other elders, lamenting that
they are often forgotten despite the wisdom they have to offer society.
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Q.134.

Q.135.

Q.136.

Q.137.

Q.138.

Q.139.

Q.140.

(1) Bittu
(2) Tanhaji
(3) Baaghi 3
(4) Maska
(5) None of the above
Which of the following Ministry launches Pilot
"Pey Jal Survekshan"?
(1) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(2) Ministry of Jal Shakti
(3) Ministry of Agriculture
(4) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(5) None of the above
Who among the following launches e-Chhawani
portal?
(1) Manoj Mukund Naravane
(2) Ajay Kumar
(3) Rajnath Singh
(4) General Bipin Rawat
(5) S Jaishankar
Who among the chairman of the 587th meeting of
the Central Board of Directors of Reserve Bank of
India?
(1) Nirmala Sitharaman
(2) Ajay Kumar
(3) Shaktikant Das
(4) Ajay Bhushan Pandey
(5) None of above
Who among the following addressed Joint
Conference of 11th World PetroCoal Congress and
World Future Fuel Summit in New Delhi?
(1) Nirmala Sitharaman
(2) Narendra Modi
(3) Ramnath Kovind
(4) Dharmendra Pradhan
(5) S Jaishankar
Who has been appointed as a chairman of the board
of directors of GE T & D India?
(1) Mahesh Palashkhar (2) Soma Mandal
(3) P D Baghela		
(4) Ajay Kumar
(5) Ajay Bhushan Pandey
Who has appointed as the new prime minister of
Italy?
(1) Boris Johnson
(2) Luigi Di Maio
(3) Jens Weidman
(4) Mario Draghi
(5) Giuseppe Conte
Who has inaugurated India's first CNG tractor?
(1) Amit Shah		
(2) Nitin Gadkari

Q.141.

Q.142.

Q.143.

Q.144.

Q.145.

Q.146.

Q.147.

Q.148.

(3) Narendra Modi
(4) Harsh Vardhan
(5) Dharmendra Pradhan
Recently Government approves proposals worth
over __________to increase level of processing
& value addition of horticultural & agricultural
produce.
(1) Rs 363 cr
(2) Rs 563 cr
(3) Rs 763 cr
(4) Rs 863 cr
(5) Rs 963 cr
Which of the following country India gifted 2,000
metric tonnes of rice?
(1) Iran
(2) Syria
(3) Iraq
(4) Bangladesh (5) Nepal
Recently IPL Franchise Kings XI Punjab change its
name, what is the new name of Kings XI Punjab?
(1) Punjab Kings		
(2) Lions Punjab
(3) Sher-e-Punjab XI (4) Punjab Warriors
(5) Punjab Lions Clubs
Recently who among the following South Africa's
player retired from Test Cricket?
(1) Temba Bavuma
(2) Faf du Plessis
(3) Quinton de Kock (4) Pieter Malan
(5) None of the above
Which of the following State government has
signed a CHIRAAG project with the World Bank?
(1) Goa		
(2) Chhattisgarh
(3) Odisha		
(4) Kerala
(5) Punjab
Who among the following was appointed as the
chief justice of the Madras High Court?
(1) Justice Govind Mathur
(2) Justice Sanjay Kumar
(3) Mohammad Rafiq
(4) Raghvendra Singh Chauhan
(5) Sudhanshu Dhulia
Who has been appointed chief executive officer
and managing director of Tata Motors?
(1) Rishad Premji
(2) Soma Mandal
(3) Marc Llistosella
(4) Jeff Bezos
(5) Sudhanshu Dhulia
Who among the following has been named as the
leader of opposition in the Rajya Sabha?
(1) Gulam Navi Azad (2) Mallikarjun Kharge
(3) Anand Sharma
(4) P. Chidambaram
(5) Digvijaya Singh

Renowned poet Prabha Varma has bagged this year's Mahakavi Kunchan Nambiar Award for his
outstanding contributions to the Malayalam language and literature.
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Q.149. The National Productivity Day is observed every
year in India on which date?
(1) February -16		
(2) February -15
(3) February -12		
(4) February -13
(5) February -14
Q.150. Recently how much amount Union Cabinet
approved "production-linked incentive scheme"
for telecom sector?
(1) Rs 18,195 Crore
(2) Rs 16,195 Crore
(3) Rs 15,195 Crore
(4) Rs 13,195 Crore
(5) Rs 12,195 Crore
Q.151. Who among the following launched Software
Applications and instruction manuals with
questionnaire for five All India Surveys for policy
making?
(1) Narendra Modi
(2) Thawar Chand Gehlot
(3) Santosh Kumar Gangwar
(4) Apurva Chandra
(5) Prakash Javadekar
Q.152. Who among the following has been given additional
charge of Puducherry?
(1) Banwarilal Purohit
(2) Biswabhusan Harichandan
(3) Arif Mohammed Khan
(4) Vajubhai Rudabhai Vala
(5) Tamilisai Sundararajan
Q.153. Who among the following has appointed as UnderSecretary-General and Associate Administrator of
UNDP?
(1) Usha Rao-Monari (2) Gita Gopinath
(3) Anshula Kant		
(4) Bhavya Lal
(5) Achim Steiner
Q.154. Which of the following organisation has received
the Asia Environmental Enforcement Award-2020
by the UNEP?
(1) World Food Programme
(2) The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau
(3) Indian Council of Forestry Research and
Education
(4) Indian Youth Climate Network
(5) Wildlife Protection Society of India
Q.155. Who has taken over as the Chief Director General
of All India Radio News?
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(1) Sanjay Kothari

(2) Arvind Kumar

(3) Praveen Sinha

(4) N. Venudhar Reddy

(5) Soma Mandal
Q.156. Who among the following has released 10,000
terms Indian Sign Language Dictionary?
(1) Arjun Munda		

(2) Thaawarchand Gehlot

(3) Prakash Javadekar (4) Narendra Modi
(5) N. Venudhar Reddy
Q.157. Who among the following has taken over as Tokyo
Olympic President?
(1) Yoshihide Suga

(2) Seiko Hashimo

(3) Thomas Bach		

(4) Yoshiro Mori

(5) None of the above
Q.158. Who has made history after she became the first
Indian woman to be elected president of the Oxford
University Student Union (SU)?
(1) Bhavya Lal
(2) Kamala Harris
(3) Raja Krishnamurthy
(4) Rashmi Samant
(5) None of the above
Q.159. Which of the following State launched a toll free
number '1100.'?
(1) Goa

(2) Tamil Nadu

(4) Punjab

(5) Assam

(3) Kerala

Q.160. Who among the following launched "MahabahuBrahmaputra" and lays foundation stone of two
bridges in Assam?
(1) Narendra Modi
(2) Dharmendra Pradhan
(3) Ravi Shankar Prasad
(4) Jagdeesh Mukhi
(5) Sarbananda Sonowal
Q.161. Who has made history by becoming the highest
paid player in the IPL ever?
(1) Chris Morris		

(2) Virat Kohli

(3) Kyle Jamieson

(4) Glenn Maxwell

(5) David Warner
Q.162. Who among the following has been appointed as
CEO of Consumer tech products brand Boat?
(1) Aman Gupta		

(2) Vivek Gambhir

(3) Rishad Premji

(4) Roshni Nadar Malhotra

(5) None of the above

Talented grappler Sonam Malik stunned Rio Olympics bronze medallist Sakshi Malik 7-5 in the
finals to claim the gold medal in the senior women's national wrestling championships.
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Q.163. Who has been launched “Go Electric campaign"?
(1) Narendra Modi

(2) Dharmendra Pradhan

(3) Ajay Kumar		

(4) Ajay Bhushan Pandey

(5) Nitin Gadkari
Q.164. Which of the following City Recognized as "2020
Tree City of the World"?
(1) Bangalore

(2) Hyderabad

(4) New Delhi

(5) Kolkata

(3) Mumbai

Q.165. Which Country's army test fired a sophisticated
short-range missile?
(1) Iran 		

(2) Iraq

(3) Afghanistan		

(4) Pakistan

(5) China
Q.166. Which of the following Port Trust crosses 100
Million Metric Tons in cargo handling?
(1) Visakhapatnam Trust
(2) Deendayal Port Trust
(3) New Mangalore Trust
(4) V.O. Chidambaranar Port
(5) Mormugao Port
Q.1.(1)

Q.2.(2)

Q.3.(4)

Q.4.(4)

Q.11.(1)

Q.12.(3)

Q.13.(4)

Q.21.(3)

Q.22.(4)

Q.31.(3)

Q.167. Who among the following become the second
highest wicket-taker in Tests played in India?
(1) Umesh Yadav
(2) Bhuvneshwar Kumar
(3) Ravichandran Ashwin
(4) Mohammad Sami
(5) Akshar Patel
Q.168. Recently HELINA was in news, what is this?
(1) Anti-Tank Guided Missile
(2) Helicopter
(3) Military exercise
(4) Island
(5) None of the above
Q.169. 26th edition of “Hunar Haat” organized at which
place?
(1) Delhi
(2) Mumbai
(3) Goa
(4) Kolkata
(5) Lucknow
Q.170. Which state/UT has launched the "Zero Covid by
Feb28" campaign to ensure zero COVID-19 cases?
(1) Punjab
(2) Puducherry (3) Goa
(4) Kerala
(5) Delhi

ANSWER KEY
Q.5.(3)
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Q.128.(3) Q.129.(4) Q.130.(4)
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Q.145.(2)
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated four projects worth around ` 4700 crore in oil, gas and
infrastructure sectors at Haldia during his visit to West Bengal on February 7.
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Q.1

Recently Cabinet approves Provision of Submarine
Optical Fibre Cable Connectivity between which
of the following places?

Q.7

(1) Space Technology

(1) Puducherry and Andaman and Nicobar

(2) Nano Technology

(2) Mumbai and Lakshadweep Islands

(3) COVID-19 detection Technology

(3) Bhubaneswar and Andaman Islands

(4) Boitechology

(4) Kochi and Lakshadweep Islands
(5) None of the above
Q.2

Q.3

Recently from which of the following bank has
asked to stop new digital business launches?

(5) None of the above
Q.8

(2) Axis Bank

(1) India and Luxembourg

(3) Kotak Mahendra Bank

(4) HDFC

(2) India and Japan

(5) None of the above

(3) India and France

Recently G.R Udhwani passed away related to
which?

(4) India and USA
(5) England and India
Q.9

(5) None of the above
Recently how much amount GST compensation
shortfall releases 6th instalment by Finance
Ministry to State?
(1) 5000 crore		

(2) 4000 crore

(3) 3000 crore		

(4) 2000 crore

Q.10

(4) Jordan

(5) Oman

(3) Kuwait

Recently what is the theme for Water, Sanitation
and Hygiene (WASH) conclave 2020?

(4) Hygiene Matters
(5) None of the above
Q.11

(5) Bank of Maharashtra

Recently where did the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change
approved the construction of the Song Dam
Drinking Water Project worth Rs 1100 crore?

Recently released ICC test ranking who become
topped?

(1) Delhi

(2) Dehradun

(4) Faridabad

(5) Hydrabad

(3) Yes Bank
(4) Canara Bank

Q.12

(1) Virat Khohali		
(2) David Warner
(4) Cheteshwar Pujara
(5) None of the above
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(3) Kolkata

Recently who to address International Bharati
Festival, 2020?
(1) Ravi Shankar Prasad

(3) Steve Smith		
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(2) Iraq		

(3) Water Sanitation Health Education

(1) Karad Janata Sahakari Bank Ltd

Q.6

(1) Iran

(2) Water and Sanitation for Health

Recently RBI has cancelled licence of which
bank?
(2) Kotak Mahindra Bank

Recently Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad AlSabah appointed the Prime Minister of which of
the following country?

(1) Celebrating Success

(5) 6000 crore
Q.5

Recently Securities & Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) to sign Bilateral Memorandum of
Understanding between which countries?

(1) Yes Bank			

(1) Judge
(2) Actor		(3) Politician
(4) Social Worker
Q.4

Recently RT-LAMP new technology is in news is
related to which of the following?

(2) Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’
(3) Narendra Modi
(4) Rajnath Singh

Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the sixth meeting of the Governing Council of NITI
Aayog via video conferencing.
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Q.13

(5) None of the above

(3) Cancer		

Recently who virtually inaugurates the 2nd Cancer
Genome Atlas (TCGA) 2020 Conference?

(5) Alzheimer

(1) Mr. Harsh Vardhan Shringla

Q.19

(2) Mr. Vijay Goel
(3) Mr. Narendra Modi
Q.20

(5) None of the above
Recently who won United Nations Investment
Promotion Award 2020?
(1) Export India

Q.21

(2) Investment India
(3) Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan

Q.15

(3) September 28		

(4) September 29

Where is the HQ of United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime located?
(1) Geneva

(2) Vienna

(4) Budapest

(5) Basel

(3) London

Which among the following insurance companies
was recognized as the Domestic Systemically
Important Insurers for 2020-21 by IRDAI?

(5) The World Association of Investment
Promotion Agencies

(2) General Insurance Corporation of India
(3) New India Assurance Co. Ltd.

The Asian Development Bank has approved to
provide USD 346 loan for which state to provide
better power connection in rural areas?

(4) All of the above

(1) Punjab		

(2) Uttar Pradesh

(3) Gujarat		

(4) Maharashtra

(5) None of the above
Q.22

The Indian Navy conducted the successful test
firing of the anti-ship version of the BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile from which place?

Q.23

(2) Uttarakhand
(3) Odisha
(4) Andaman and Nicobar Islands
(5) Kerala
The UT of Lakshadweep administration
implemented the project Barn Owls with the
support of forest department of which state?
(1) Uttar Pradesh		

(2) Gujarat

(3) Tamil Nadu		

(4) Kerala

(5) Madhya Pradesh
Q.18

(2) September 27

(1) Life Insurance Corporation of India

(1) Gujarat

Q.17

(1) September 26		

(4) World Food Programme

(5) Himachal Pradesh
Q.16

When is world heart day observed annually?

(5) September 30

(4) Dr Harsh Vardhan
Q.14

(4) Parkinson’s Disease

The World Rose day is celebrated on 22nd
September to spread hope to patients affected by
which disease?
(1) Covid-19		

(2) Asthma

Which country has hosted 7th IEF-IGU Ministerial
Gas Forum 2020?
(1) Japan

(2) Thailand

(4) Singapore

(5) China

(3) Malaysia

Which state/UT government signed MoU with
Indian army to operationalize the Airstrip in
Kishtwar?
(1) Sikkim		

(2) Jammu & Kashmir

(3) Uttarakhand		

(4) Puducherry

(5) Uttar Pradesh
Q.24

Q.25

Which state/UT has ranked top in 1st ever India
Happiness report 2020?
(1) Mizoram

(2) Punjab

(4) Odisha

(5) Uttarakhand

(3) Sikkim

Who chairs the SEBI’s technical group on Social
Stock Exchange?
(1) UK Sinha
(2) Dinesh Kumar Khara
(3) Harsh Kumar Bhanwala
(4) TS Vijayan
(5) Rajesh Talwar

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Afghan President Ashraf Ghani held a virtual summit.
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Q.26

In the following question, a word followed
by five alternatives is given, select the most
appropriate alternative which is the SYNONYM
of the given word.
IGNOMINIOUS
(1) generous
(4) disgraceful

Q.27

(2) innocuous
(5) wonderful

(3) are a greatest		
(4) our immediate attention
(5) No error
Q.32

(3) wonderful

With food granaries overflowing, the Government
is looking to liquidate his grain stock to prevent
damage.

In the following question, a word followed by five
alternatives is given, select the most appropriate
alternative which is the ANTONYM of the
given word.

(1) to liquidate his grain stock
(2) to prevent damage

RETALIATION

(3) the Government is looking

(1) reconciliation

(2) regression

(4) with food granaries overflowing

(3) retrospection		

(4) retribution

(5) No error

(5) publicity
Q.28

Q.33

In the following question, a word followed by five
alternatives is given, select the most appropriate
alternative which is the ANTONYM of the
given word.
(1) treason

(2) trust

(4) fidelity

(5) strength

(3) faith

In the following question, a word followed
by five alternatives is given, select the most
appropriate alternative which is the SYNONYM
of the given word.

Q.30

(2) find		

(4) neglect

(5) suffer

Q.34

(2) Great many students

(3) perform poorly

(4) in English

(5) No error
Q.31

(1) which needs		
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(2) facing our planet

(4) the phone signals

The landlord is very ______ about cleanliness and
finds fault with all his tenants.

Q.36

Q.38

(3) fastidious

(2) deformity
(5) situation

(3) adversity

_______ there were no buses, we had to take a
taxi.
(1) Even if
(4) Since

Q.37

(2) pompous
(5) superior

We must not lose heart in times of ______.
(1) diversity
(4) inactivity

I In the following sentence, identify the segment
which contains the grammatical error.
Climate change are a greatest threat facing our
planet which needs our immediate attention.

(3) were back 		

(1) fabulous
(4) ominous

In the following sentence, identify the segment
which contains the grammatical error.

(1) who are good at

(2) at the valley

Q.34-37. In the following question, a sentence with a
blank is given. Choose the most appropriate
option to complete the sentence.

(3) hide

Great many students who are good at other subjects
perform poorly in English.

(1) After two months
(5) No error

DISCOVER
(1) ignore

In the following sentence, identify the segment
which contains the grammatical error.
After two months the phone signals were back at
the valley.

LOYALTY

Q.29

In the following sentence, identify the segment
which contains the grammatical error.

(2) Hence
(5) Moreover

(3) Although

These apples ___ Rs. 100 per kg. Do you think
they are expensive?
(1) costs

(2) has cost

(4) cost

(5) costly

(3) is costing

In the following question, a set of five words
is given, out of them choose the wrongly spelt
word.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched 'Mahabahu-Brahmaputra', laid the foundation stone of
the Dhubri-Phulbari Bridge and perform the ground breaking ceremony for the construction of the
Majuli bridge via video conferencing.
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Q.39

Q.40

Q.41

Q.42

(1) eager

(2) beggar

(4) value

(5) symptom

(3) vehical

In the following question, a set of five words
is given, out of them choose the correctly spelt
word.
(1) genwin

(2) genuin

(4) genune

(5) genwine

(1) has been waiting to you
(2) has waiting for you
(3) has been waiting for you

In the following question, a set of five words
is given, out of them choose the wrongly spelt
word.
(1) gadget

(2) gaiety

(4) gallary

(5) globalization

(3) galaxy

In the following question, a set of five words
is given, out of them choose the wrongly spelt
word.
(1) hinderence

(2) hoarse

(4) Homage

(5) hostile

(4) had been wait
(5) No substitution
Q.46-50. In the following passage some words have been
deleted. Fill in the blanks with the help of the
alternatives given. Select the most appropriate
option for each blank.
Each child deserves love and care. The child who
is (A) ______ for what he is even if he is slow or
(B) ______, will grow with confidence in himself.
He will (C) ______ the ability to make the best use
of the (D) ______ which come his way and make
light of any (E) ______ that may pose difficulties
in his path.

(3) humour

Identify the most appropriate option to
substitute the underlined segment. If no
substitution is required, select No substitution.
(1) the only mistake

(2) the mistake only

(3) a only mistake

(4) only the mistake

(5) No substitution
Identify the most appropriate option to substitute
the underlined segment. If no substitution is
required, select No substitution.

Q.46

(1) the good singer

(2) the better singer

(3) the best singer

(4) a well singer

(4) rebuked
Q.47

Q.48

(5) No substitution
Select the most appropriate option to substitute
the underlined segment in the given sentence.
If there is no need to substitute it, select 'No
substitution'.
The weather today is slightly cooler of yesterday,
but it is still quite nice out.
(1) slightly cool than yesterday
(2) slightly cooler than yesterday
(3) slight cooler than yesterday
(4) slightly coolest than yesterday
(5) No substitution

Select the most appropriate option to fill in
blank A
(1) appreciated (2) thanked

He is a good singer of the two.

Q.44

Select the most appropriate option to substitute
the underlined segment in the given sentence.
If there is no need to substitute it, select 'No
substitution'.
He waits to you for about two hours.

(3) genuine

This was an only the mistake he made.

Q.43

Q.45

Q.49

(3) jeered

(5) laughed

Select the most appropriate option to fill in
blank B
(1) courteous

(2) clever

(4) capable

(5) guilty

(3) clumsy

Select the most appropriate option to fill in
blank C
(1) consider

(2) develop

(4) conceal

(5) hide

(3) maintain

Select the most appropriate option to fill in
blank D
(1) dreams

(2) threats

(3) favours

(4) opportunities (5) imagination
Q.50

Select the most appropriate option to fill in
blank E
(1) intrusions		

(2) handicaps

(3) consequences

(4) prohibitions

(5) limits

Indian drama "Pebbles", directed by filmmaker Vinothraj PS, has won the top honour, the Tiger
Award for best film, at the 50th International Film Festival Rotterdam (IFFR).
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Q.51

after a year, then what was A’s initial investment?

What value should come at place of question mark
(?) in the following question?
5376÷24×13–703=?2–95

Q.52

(1) 45

(2) 47		

(4) 48

(5) None of these

(3) 46

What value should come at place of question mark
(?) in the following question?
(153 × 1331) ÷ (11 × 17) = ?

Q.53

(1) 1084

(2) 1089

(4) 1099

(5) None of these

Q.59

(3) 1092

What value should come at place of question mark
(?) in the following question?
2.8% of 2580 + 16% of 685 = ?

Q.54

Q.58

(1) 179.44

(2) 174.26

(4) 181.84

(5) None of these

Q.60
(3) 189.66

What value should come at place of question mark
(?) in the following question?
6253.25 × 524.5 = 2521–?

Q.55

(1) 2

(2) 1.75		

(4) 2.5

(5) 2.75

(3) 2.25

What value should come at place of question mark
(?) in the following question?

Q.61

Q.56

Q.57

84

(2) 19.5		

(4) 20.25

(5) None of these

(3) 18.75

The average age of a family of 5 members was
28 years. 4 years later, the oldest member of the
family died at the age of 60. On the same day, a
child was born in the family. What would be the
average age of the family 12 years after the death
of the oldest member?
(1) 30

(2) 35		

(4) 34

(5) None of these

Q.62

(4) 5000

(5) None of these

Q.63

(3) 3500

Find the average of first 16 multiples of 12.
(1) 104

(2) 105		

(4) 109

(5) None of these

(3) 102

Four coins are tossed together. Find the probability
of getting exactly 3 heads.
(1)

3
8

(2)

(4)

5
16

(5) None of these

1
		
8

(3)

1
4

A NBFC promised to lend money under simple
interest but the NBFC included the interest every
6 months for calculating principal. If the bank had
promised the rate of interest as 20% per annum and
if a person took Rs. 15000 loan from the NBFC
then how much interest he would have paid at the
end of 1.5 years?
(1) 4875

(2) 4925

(4) 4795

(5) None of these

(3) 4965

What should come at place of question mark ( ? )
in the following question?
622
?

868

(1) 3240

(2) 3020

(4) 2780

(5) 3324

1237

1729

(3) 3082

What should come at place of question mark(?) in
the following question?
529
1849

(3) 36

A and B started a business with initial investment
in the respective ratio of 5:8. After four months
from the start of the business, A invests Rs. 3000
more and after two more months B invested Rs.
2000 more. If ratio of profit share of A and B is 7:9
MICA MARCH 2021

(2) 4500

499
2344

2
7
3
1
5 + 9 + 11 − 6 = ?
3
12
4
2
(1) 20

(1) 4000

841
?

961

(1) 2449

(2) 2378

(4) 2525

(5) 2209

1369

1681

(3) 2219

What should come at place of question mark (?) in
the following question?
20

24

33

49

74

(1) 159

(2) 149		

(4) 241

(5) None of these

110

?

(3) 301

Fujifilm plans to invest around USD 200 million (about Rs 1,450 crore) to open 100 health-screening
centres in India.
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Q.64

What should come at place of question mark (?) in
the following question?
16

Q.65

Q.67

Q.68

Q.69

Q.70

48

120

(1) 2015

(2) 4088

(4) 5127

(5) 5225

360

1260

?

(3) 5040

31

122

485

(1) 38970

(2) 12780

(4) 42320

(5) 35250

1936

7739

(2) 12.5%

?

(4) 20%

(5) None of these

The strength of students at Mahendras is 8000. The
no. of boys and girls is increased by 15% and 20%
respectively. As a result, the strength becomes
9350. Find the difference between the no. of boys
and girls in Mahendras.
(1) 1500

(2) 3000

(4) 2500

(5) None of these

(3) 2000

Raman can do a piece of work in 45 days and
Anju can do same work in 75 days. After working
together for 12 days, Anju stops working. How
many days Raman will take to complete the work
that is left?
(1) 25.8

(2) 26.3		

(4) 25.1

(5) None of these

(1) 12%

(2) 10%

(4) 25%

(5) None of these

Q.71

Q.72

Q.73

Q.74

(3) 20%

A milkman has 200 litres of milk. He sells 40 litres
of milk and add the same quantity of water. He
again sells 40 litres of the solution and add same
quantity of water, he does this process for one
more time. Now how many litres of milk he must
add in that solution so that the ratio of milk and
water becomes 3:2?

(5) None of these

Stream

(3) 25.5

A shopkeeper marked the price of a book above
60% of its cost price and gives two successive
discounts of x%, he still makes a profit of 15.6%.
Find value of x.

(4) 46.75

Collage A

(3) 30950

(3) 50%

(3) 44

The following table shows the total number of
students studying in various departments in various
colleges in the year 2017 and the percentage of
girls among them.

When a two digit number was reversed then it
6
became 42 % less than the original number. Find
7
by how much percentage the unit place digit is less
than the ten’s-place digit. (In original number)
(1) 15%

(2) 40		

Q.71-75. Study the following information carefully and
answer the given questions.

What should come at place of question mark ( ? )
in the following question?
8

Q.66

24

(1) 42.5

Q.75

Collage B

Collage B

Total

% of
girls

Total

% of Total

Physics

250

52%

220

55%

190

40%

Chemistry

200

44%

180

45%

175

52%

Mathematics

140

35%

160

40%

150

38%

Economics

180

55%

175

56%

220

55%

Arts

225

48%

140

35%

225

44%

girls

% of
girls

Total number of girls in Physics department in
college B is approximately what percentage of
total number of boys in Mathematics department
in college C?
(1) 125%

(2) 110%

(4) 112.5%

(5) 130%

(3) 80%

Find the difference between the total number of
boys in Chemistry and Economics department in
college A to that of total number of girls in Physics
and Arts department in college C?
(1) 15

(2) 12		

(4) 18

(5) None of these

(3) 20

Find the ratio between the total number of students
in Mathematics department to that of Economics
department in all the given colleges together?
(1) 13: 30

(2) 21: 43

(4) 15: 13

(5) None of these

(3) 18: 23

Find the average number of girls in Physics,
Mathematics and Arts department in college B?
(1) 78

(2) 72		

(4) 69

(5) None of these

(3) 84

Total students in college A is approximately what
percentage more/less than the total students in
college C taking all departments together?
(1) 12 % less
(4) 18 % less

(2) 4 % more
(5) 4 % less

Bengal retained Anustup Majumdar as the captain for the upcoming Vijay Hazare Trophy domestic
one-day tournament scheduled to be held from February 20 to March 14 across six cities.

(3) 12 % more
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Q.76-79.In a certain code language some words are
written in coded form which are given below.
'five six colour hug' is written as 'aj an ap ok'
'hug six real love'
is written as 'eg aj as an'
'real colour not fat' is written as 'fz ap fe eg'
'fat free six real'
is written as 'aj lo fz eg'
Q.76 How will 'fat' be written in that code language?
(1) aj
(2) an		
(3) ok
(4) lo
(5) None of these
Q.77 How will 'colour' be written in that code language?
(1) eg
(2) as		
(3) an
(4) fe
(5) None of these
Q.78 How will 'free' be written in that code language?
(1) lo
(2) fz		
(3) fe
(4) ap
(5) None of these
Q.79 What will be code for 'six' in that code language?
(1) aj
(2) ok		
(3) fz
(4) lo
(5) None of these
Q.80-83. In each question below is given a group
of letters followed by four combinations of
numbers numbered (1), (2), (3) and (4). You
have to find out which of the combinations
correctly represents the group of letters based
on the following coding system and conditions
that follow and mark the number of that
combination as your answer. If none of the
combinations correctly represents the group of
letters, mark (5) i.e. ‘None of these’ as your
answer.
Letters : A B C D E F G H I J K L M
Numbers: 1 2 3 4 5
6 8 7 9 11 10 13 12
Conditions:
(I) If the first and last letter's place values according
to English alphabetical order has difference of
1then both are to be coded by the code of G.
(II) If the first letter is a vowel and last letter
is a consonant then the code of both are to be
interchanged.
(III) If fourth letter's place value is multiple of 3
then the second letter is to be coded by the code of
sixth letter.
Q.80 C B J I K M
(1) 3 2 11 1 9 12		
(2) 3 11 12 2 9 1
(3) 3 12 1 9 11 2		
(4) 3 12 11 9 10 2
(5) None of these
Q.81 D M I E A C
(1) 8 12 5 9 1 8		
(2) 8 12 9 5 1 8
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(3) 8 12 9 5 8 1		
(4) 8 2 1 5 9 1
(5) None of these
Q.82-84.Read the following information carefully and
answer the questions given below:
Reeturaj walks 12 km towards south and then he
turns right and walks 5 km. Again he turns towords
east and walks 3km.Further, he turns left and walks
2km.Again he walks 4 km. in the same direction.
Q.82 What is the distance between the starting point and
his second turn?
(1) 12 km
(2) 16 km
(3) 13 km
(4) 15 km
(5) None of these
Q.83 Which direction is he facing now?
(1) North
(2) South
(3) South-west
(4) East
(5) None of these
Q.84 How many km did he cover from his starting
point?
(1) 25 km
(2) 26 km
(3) 30 km
(4) 35 km
(5) None of these
Q.85-87.In each question given below three statements are
followed by two conclusions numbered I and II.
You have to take the three statements to be true
(even if they seem to be at variance from the
commonly known facts). Read the conclusions
and decide which logically follows.
Q.85 Statements :
No H is K.
Only K is F.
All F and K are Z
Conclusions:
I. Some F and K are Z.
II. Some Z are not F and K.
(1) If only conclusion I follows.
(2) If only conclusion II follows.
(3) If either conclusion I or II follows.
(4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows.
(5) If both conclusions I and II follow.
Q.86 Statements :
No H is K.
Only K is F.
All F and K are Z
Conclusion:
I. Some K are not H.
II. Some F are K.
(1) If only conclusion I follows.
(2) If only conclusion II follows.
(3) If either conclusion I or II follows.
(4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows.
(5) If both conclusions I and II follow.

The third Bangladesh Film Festival 2021 opened in Kolkata.
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Q.87

Statements:
All dear are not sky.
Only sky is red.
All red are blue.
Conclusions:
I. Some sky are blue.
II. Some blue are not red.
(1) If only conclusion I follows.
(2) If only conclusion II follows.
(3) If either conclusion I or II follows.
(4) If neither conclusion I nor II follows.
(5) If both conclusions I and II follow.
Q.88-89.Study the following information carefully and
answer the question given below:
Six people A, B, C, D, E and F have the following
attributes:
(I) 'A' is richer than 'B' but shorter than 'F'.
(II) 'B' is richer than 'E' but taller than 'F'.
(III) 'C' is poorer than 'D' and taller than 'A'.
(IV) 'D' is poorer as well as shorter than 'E'.
(V) 'E' is poorer as well as shorter than 'A'.
(VI) 'F' is richer than A and taller than 'C'.
Q.88 Who is the richest?
(1) A
(2) B		
(3) F
(4) Insufficient data
(5) None of these
Q.89 If the rank obtained after arranging in descending
order of height and riches are added up for each
person, who has the highest total?
(1) E
(2) C		
(3) D
(4) A
(5) None of these
Q.90-94.Read the following information carefully and
answer the question given below.
Eight friends A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are sitting
in a circle facing the center. B is sitting between G
and D. H is third to the left of B and second to the
right of A.C is sitting between A and G and B and
E are not sitting opposite to each other.
Q.90 Who is third to the left of D?
(1) F
(2) E		
(3) A
(4) Cannot be determined
(5) None of these
Q.91 Which of the following statements is not correct?
(1) D and A are sitting opposite to each other.
(2) C is third to the right of D
(3) E is sitting between C and F
(4) E and C are sitting opposite to each other
(5) None of these
Q.92 How many persons sit between A and G?

(1) 1
(2) 5		
(3) 3
(4) 2
(5) Both 1 and 2 options are correct.
Q.93 Who is infront of G?
(1) H
(2) F		
(3) A
(4) C
(5) D
Q.94 Four of the following five are alike in a certain
way and hence form a group. Which one of the
following does not belong to the group?
(1) A-C
(2) B-D		
(3) H-F
(4) G-C
(5) F-A
Q.95 How many such pairs of letters are there in the
word "SPONSORED" each of which has as many
letters between them in the word as they have
between them in the English alphabetical?
(1) None
(2) One		
(3) Two
(4) Three
(5) More than three
Q.96-100. Study the following information carefully
and answer the question given below.
Nine people are sitting in a row and facing towards
North. There are only three people between G and
F. D and K are the neighbours of Z. F who is fourth
from one of the ends. R is second to the right of
L. There is more than two people between Z and
R. Z is second to the left of F. R is immediate to
the right of G. D is to the left of K. P and Q are
neighbours.
Q.96 How many people to the left of Q?
(1) Cannot be determined
(2) 5
(3) 3			
(4) 2
(5) 4
Q.97 If Q is immediate to the left of L then what is his
position with respect to F?
(1) Second to the right (2) Third to the left
(3) Third to the right
(4) Fourth to the left
(5) Sixth to the left
Q.98 How many people sit between G and Z?
(1) Five
(2) Seven
(3) Four
(4) Six
(5) Three
Q.99 Who sits at the extreme right end?
(1) Z
(2) F		
(3) G
(4) R
(5) D
Q.100 What is the position of P in respect of Z?
(1) Third to the left
(2) Fourth to the left
(3) Cannot be determined
(4) Second to the left
(5) Third to the right

Markets regulator Sebi imposed a penalty of Rs 1 crore on the NSE for failing to provide a levelplaying field for trading members subscribing to its tick-by-tick (TBT) data feed system.
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Q.1.(4)

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has given its
approval for Provision of Submarine Optical
Fibre Cable Connectivity between Mainland
(Kochi) and Lakshadweep Islands (KLI Project).
The Reserve Bank of India has asked country’s
largest private bank, HDFC, to stop new digital
business launches and avoid adding new Credit Card
customers after repeated reports by its customers
facing multiple cases of technical glitches.
Gujarat High Court sitting Judge G.R Udhwani
passed away due to Covid-19.
Finance Ministry releases 6th instalment of Rs
6,000 crore to States to meet GST compensation
shortfall.
The Reserve Bank of India said it has cancelled
the licence of Karad Janata Sahakari Bank Ltd
in Maharashtra as it does not have adequate
capital and earning prospects.
Recently released ICC test ranking Steve Smith
become topped. And Kane Williamson and
Virat Kohali (886) jointly ranked second.
CSIR-Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine,
Jammu, a constituent lab of the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)
is to develop a new Reverse TranscriptaseLoop Mediated Isothermal Amplification (RTLAMP) based COVID-19 diagnostic kit.
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for
the proposal of Securities & Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) to sign a bilateral Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) between Securities
and Exchange Board of India and Financial
and Commission de Surveillance du Secteur
Financier (CSSF), Luxembourg.
The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
congratulated His Highness Sheikh Sabah AlKhaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, on his re-appointment
as the Prime Minister of the State of Kuwait.
'Hygiene Matters' is the theme of 7th WASH
conclave 2020 being held during 2nd to 4th
December 2020.
The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change has approved the construction
of the Song Dam Drinking Water Project worth
Rs 1100 crore in Dehradun.

EXPLANATION/SBI APPRENTICE/GENERAL AWARENESS

Q.2.(4)

Q.3.(1)
Q.4.(5)

Q.5.(1)

Q.6.(3)

Q.7.(3)

Q.8.(1)

Q.9.(3)

Q.10.(4)

Q.11.(2)
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Q.12.(3)
Q.13.(4)
Q.14.(2)

Q.15.(4)

Q.16.(3)

Q.17.(4)

Q.18.(3)

Q.19.(4)

Q.20.(2)
Q.21.(4)

Q.22.(3)

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has address
the International Bharati Festival, 2020.
Dr. Harsh Vardhan virtually inaugurates the 2nd
Cancer Genome Atlas (TCGA) 2020 Conference.
"Congratulations to Invest India for winning
the 2020 United Nations Investment Promotion
Award given by UNCTAD.
Asian Development Bank (ADB), is a regional
development bank, has approved a loan worth
of $346 million (around Rs 2,616 crore) for the
government of Maharashtra to provide reliable
power connection in rural areas of the state,
where the labour force is mostly engaged in
agriculture and related activities.
India successfully test-fired the anti-ship version
of the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile from
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands territory on
01 December 2020.
Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, said that the Union Territory
of Lakshadweep Administration successfully
implemented the Project Barn Owls with the
support of the Kerala Forest Department to
manage the menace of the rodents effectively.
World Rose day is annually celebrated on 22nd
September to spread hope and cheers to the cancer
patients. The World Rose day is dedicated to spread
awareness about the disease – cancer and the
sufferings and pain experienced by the patients.
World Heart Day is observed annually on September
29 to raise awareness about cardiovascular diseases
(CVDs) including heart disease, stroke and
highlights their prevention and global impact. The
World Health Day was established in 1999 by the
World Heart Federation (WHF) in collaboration
with the World Health Organisation (WHO). The
1st World Health Day was celebrated in 2000.
The HQ of United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) located at Vienna, Austria.
The Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India has identified Life Insurance
Corporation of India, General Insurance
Corporation of India and The New India
Assurance Co. Ltd. as Domestic Systemically
Important Insurers for 2020-21.
The Government of Malaysia is hosting the 7th
International Energy Forum (IEF)-International
Gas Union (IGU) Ministerial Gas Forum 2020.

Experienced left-arm pacer Jaydev Unadkat will lead the Saurashtra team in the Vijay Hazare
Trophy, beginning February 20.
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Q.23.(2)

Q.24.(1)

Q.26.(4)

Q.27.(1)

Q.28.(1)

Q.30.(2)
Q.31.(3)
Q.32.(1)
Q.33.(2)
Q.34.(3)

Q.35.(3)

Q.36.(4)

Union Territory (UT) of Jammu & Kashmir
inked Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Army for the development and
operationalization of Airstrip in Kishtwar.
On September 20, 2020 The first-ever India
Happiness Report 2020 was released by
Professor Rajesh K Pillania, which ranks all 36

Q.25.(3)

States and Union Territories(UTs) on the basis
of their happiness quotient. Mizoram tops the
ranking.
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
constituted the Technical Group on Social Stock
Exchange under the Chairmanship of Harsh
Kumar Bhanwala, former Chairman of NABARD.

EXPLANATION/SBI APPRENTICE/ENGLISH
Ignominious (adj.): deserving or causing public
disgrace or shame.
For other options:
Innocuous (adj.): not harmful or offensive.
Retaliation (n): the action of returning a military
attack; counter-attack.
Reconciliation (n): the restoration of friendly
relations.
For other options:
Regression (n): a return to a former or less
developed state.
Retribution (n): punishment
Loyalty (n): the quality of giving or showing
firm and constant support.
Treason (n): the crime of cheating one's country.
For other options:
Fidelity (n): faithfulness to a person, cause, or belief,
demonstrated by continuing loyalty and support.
Add ‘a’ before ‘great many’, ‘a great many’ is the
correct phrase which means ‘a good number’.
‘Climate change’ is a singular entity, accordingly
we should use a singular auxiliary verb, hence,
‘is’ should be written in place of ‘are’.
‘its grain stock’ should be there, according to
‘government’.
‘in the valley’ should be there, for the place
expressed in a confined way ‘in’ is used.
Fastidious (adj.): very attentive to and concerned
about something.
For other options:
Pompous (adj.): affectedly grand, solemn, or
self-important.
Ominous (adj.): threatening
Adversity (n): a difficult or unpleasant situation.
For other options:
Diversity (n): a range of different things.
Deformity (n): abnormality of shape or form.
For expressing ‘for the reason that; because’,
‘since’ is used.

Q.37.(4)
Q.38.(3)
Q.39.(3)
Q.40.(4)
Q.41.(1)
Q.42.(1)
Q.43.(2)

Q.44.(2)

Q.45.(3)
Q.46.(1)

Q.47.(2)

Q.48.(2)
Q.49.(4)
Q.50.(2)

‘Apples’ is a plural noun, so only ‘cost’ plural
verb is appropriate here.
The correct word is ‘vehicle’.
The correct word is ‘genuine’.
‘Gallery’ is the correct word.
‘Hindrance’ is the correct word which means
a thing that provides resistance, delay, or
obstruction to something or someone.
The correct structure is, the + only (adj.) + noun.
‘Out of the two’ bears the sense of comparison,
so, the comparative degree is required and it is a
case of selection, so ‘the’ is required before the
comparative degree.
slightly (an adverb is required to qualify the
adjective ‘cooler’) cooler (for comparison between
two entities ‘comparative degree is used) than (after
comparative degree, ‘than’ is used) yesterday.
When ‘duration’ or ‘point’ of time is mentioned, the
sentence should be of ‘perfect’ or ‘perfect continuous’
tense, moreover ‘wait’ takes the preposition ‘for’.
Appreciate (v): rise in value by encouraging.
For other options:
Jeer (v): make rude and mocking remarks.
Rebuke (v): express sharp disapproval or criticism
of (someone) because of their behaviour or actions.
For other options:
Courteous (adj.): polite, respectful, or
considerate in manner.
Clumsy (adj.): awkward in movement or in
handling things.
For other options:
Conceal (v): not allow to be seen; hide.
Opportunity (n): a time or set of circumstances
that makes it possible to do something.
Handicap (n): a circumstance that makes
progress or success difficult.
For other options:
Intrusion (n): the action of entering with
disruptive or adverse effect.
Prohibition (n): banning

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) have
signed a memorandum of understanding to support the development, conduct and promotion of
health research in the country.
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Q.51.(4)

? = 5376 ÷ 24×13–703+95
?=48

EXPLANATION/SBI APPRENTICE/MATHS

Q.52.(2)

2

?=

153 × 1331
= 1089
11 × 17

Q.53.(4)
Q.54.(3)

? = 72.24 + 109.6 = 181.84
6.5+12.25=21–x
18.75=21–x
x=21–18.75
⇒ 2.25

Q.55.(5)

2
7
3
3
1
5 + 9 + 11 + 11 − 6 = ?
3
12
4
4
2

Q.64.(3)

Q.65.(3)

 2 7 3 1
? = (5 + 9 + 11 − 6) +  + + − 
 3 12 4 2 

= 19 +

18
= 19 + 1.5 = 20.5
12
32 × 5 − 60 + 12 × 5
= 32
5

Q.56.(5)

Required answer=

Q.57.(4)

5 x × 4 + (5 x + 3000) × 8 7
=
8 x × 6 + (8 x + 2000) × 6 9

Q.66.(3)

12

12×2

Average=

Q.60.(3)
Q.61.(3)

Q.62.(5)

Q.63.(1)

90

12×3 ………..12×16

Q.67.(3)

a+l
2

12 + 192
= 102
2
4
C
4 1
Required answer= 43 =
=
16 4
2
Required answer=33.1% of 15000=4965
499+(1×123)=622
622+(2×123)=868
868+(3×123)=1237
1237+(4×123)=1729
1729+(5×123)=2344
2344+(6×123=3082
232=529
292=841
312=961
372=1369
412=1681
432=1849
472=2209
20+22=24
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3
7

x 2
=
y 1
Required answer= 2 − 1 × 100 = 50%
2

Required answer=

Q.59.(3)

6
7

As we know 42 % =
10 x + y 7
= ,
10 y + x 4

After solving 5x=5000
Q.58.(3)

24+32=33
33+42=49
49+52=74
74+62=110
110+72=159
16×1.5=24
24×2=48
48×2.5=120
120×3=360
360×3.5=1260
1260×4=5040
8×4–1=31
31×4–2=122
122×4–3=485
485×4–4=1936
1936×4–5=7739
7739×4–6=30950

From allegation rule
15
20
16.875
3.125
1.875=5:3
Required answer= 8000 × 2 = 2000
8

Q.68.(1)

45
15×3×5
5
75
3
Work done in 12 days=12×8=96
Work left=225-96=129
Required answer=129/5=25.8

Q.69.(5)

160 ×

Q.70.(3)

On solving x=15%
In mixture quantity of milk after 3 operations

100 − x 100 − x
×
= 115.6
100
100

4
5

4
5

4
5

= 200 × × × = 102.4
Let wee add x liter more milk to make this
ratio 3:2
102.4 + x 3
=
97.6
2

On solving x=44 liter

Former Governor of Bihar and Jharkhand M Rama Jois died. He was 88.
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Q.71.(5)

Total number of girls in Physics department in
college B=55×2.2=121
Total number of boys in Mathematics
department in college C=62×1.5=93
121
× 100 ≈ 130%
Required percentage =
93

Q.72.(4)

Total number of boys in Chemistry and
Economics department A=56×2+18×4.5=193
Total number of girls in Physics
and Arts department in college
C=40×1.9+2.25×44=76+99=175

Total number of students in Economics
department=180+175+220=575
Required ratio=450:575=18:23
Q.74.(1)

Required average=234/3=78
Q.75.(2)

Total students in college A =
250+200+140+180+225=995
Total students in college C =
190+175+150+220+225=960

Required difference=193-175=18
Q.73.(3)

Total number of girls in Physics,
Mathematics and Arts department in college
B=2.5×55+16×4+35×1.4=234

995 − 960
× 100 = 4%
960

Required percentage =
more

Total number of students in Mathematics
department=140+160+150=450

EXPLANATION/SBI APPRENTICE/REASONING
Q.76-80.

Q.86.(5)

Q.87.(1)

Q.76.(5)		

Q.77.(5)

Q.78.(1)

Q.80.(5)

Q.81.(2)

Q.79.(1)

Q.88.(3)

I. (Richest to Poorest) F, A, B, E, D, C
II. (Height in descending order) B, F, C, A, E, D
Q.89.(3) Ranking in descending order
Height :
BFCAED
			
123456
Riches :
316245
Sum :		
4 3 9 6 9 11
It is clear that D has the highest total.
Q.90-94.

Q.82-84.
Q.90.(1)

Q.91.(3)

Q.92.(5) Q.93.(1)

Q.94.(4)

Q.95.(5)

Q.82.(3)
Q.85.(1)

Q.83.(1)

Q.84.(2)

Q.96.(1)

D, Z, K, F, P/Q, P/Q, L, G, R

Q.97.(1)

D, Z, K, F, P/Q, P/Q, L, G, R

Q.98.(1)

D, Z, K, F, P/Q, P/Q, L, G, R

Q.99.(4)

D, Z, K, F, P/Q, P/Q, L, G, R

Q.100.(3) D, Z, K, F, P/Q, P/Q, L, G, R
The 'Beating Retreat' ceremony featured a special new composition 'Swarnim Vijay' to commemorate
50 years of victory in the 1971 war against Pakistan.
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Q.1

Q.2

Arrange the following words according to the
English dictionary.
1. Foil
2. Failure
3. Focus
4. Fold
5. Foist
(A) 3, 2, 5, 1, 4
(B) 3, 2, 5, 4, 1
(C) 3, 2, 1, 4, 5
(D) 2, 3, 1, 5, 4
Find the missing number from the given
alternatives.

Q.8

Q.9

Q.3

Q.4

Q.5

Q.6

Q.7

(A) 81		
(B) 74
(C) 14		
(D) 27
Find the missing letter from the given alternatives.
M P N, P S Q , S V T , ?
(A) W Z X		
(B) V Z W
(C) V Y W		
(D) V X W
Select the correct combination of mathematical
signs to replace * signs and to balance the given
equation.
8*4*6*3*6*9
(A) ÷ × + – =
(B) × ÷ + – =
(C) ÷ × – + =
(D) × + ÷ – =
Find the number of triangles in the given figure.

(A) 15		
(B) 14
(C) 16		
(D) 17
In a family, there is one father, one mother, 3
married sons and one unmarried daughter. Each
son has two daughters then how many male
members are there in the family?
(A) 3		
(B) 5
(C) 6		
(D) 4
Find out how many straight lines are in the
following figure.

(A) 12		
(C) 8		
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(B) 10
(D) 9

Q.10

Q.11

Q.12

Study the given information carefully and answer
the given question.
Raju starts walking towards the west and walks 35
km. Then he turns to his right and walks 15 km.
Then he turns his right and walks 50 km. At last he
again turns his right and walks 15 km.
How far is he from his original position?
(A) 50 km		
(B) 15 km
(C) 25 km		
(D) 35 km.
Study the given information carefully and answer
the given questions.
Raju starts walking towards the west and walks 35
km. Then he turns to his right and walks 15 km.
Then he turns his right and walks 50 km. At last he
again turns his right and walks 15 km.
In which direction is he facing now?
(A) East		
(B) West
(C) North		
(D) South
Rahul says to Meena, ‘Your mother is the only
daughter of my father’. How is Rahul related to
Meena’s mother?
(A) Sister		
(B) Brother
(C) Mother		
(D) Son
‘Author’ is related to ‘book’ in the same way
‘carpenter’ is related to (A) Tools		
(B) Wood
(C) Table		
(D) Iron
A word is represented by only one set of number
as given in any one of the alternatives. The set of
the number given in the alternatives is represented
by two classes of alphabets as in two matrices
given below. The columns and rows Matrix - I
are numbered from 0 to 4 and that of Matrix - II
are numbered from 5 to 9. Any letter from these
matrices can be represented first by its row and
then by its column.
Matrix/आव्यूह I
Matrix/-आव्यूह II

What is the code for COBRA?
(A) 31, 02, 13, 67, 03		

Final production batch of Long Range Surface to Air Missiles (LRSAM), designed and developed
by DRDO in collaboration with various industry partnersand integrated by BDL, was flagged off at
DRDL,APJ Abdul Kalam Missile Complex, Hyderabad.
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Q.13

Q.14

Q.15

(B) 31, 02, 13, 44, 03
(C) 31, 55, 13, 67, 03
(D) 31, 02, 23, 67, 03
In a row, G is 9th from the left end and K is 7th
from the right end then find the total number of
people in the row.
(A) 41
(B) 16
(C) 17
(D) Can not be determined
Select the related letter/ word/ number from the
given alternatives.
Wages : Salary:: Teacher : ?
(A) Friend		
(B) Instructor
(C) Mother		
(D) Father
A piece of paper is folded and cut as shown below
in the question figures from the given answer
figures, indicate how it will appear when opened?
Question figures

Q.17

Q.18

Q.19

Answer figures
Q.20

Q.16

(A) (A)		
(B) (B)
(C) (C)		
(D) (D)
What will be the mirror image of the given figure?
Question Figure

Q.21

Q.22

Answer Figures
Q.23

Q.24
(A) A		

(B) B

(C) C		
(D) D
What will come in a place of question mark?

(A) 24		
(B) 49
(C) 25		
(D) 64
Arrange the following words in the correct
chronological order.
1. Plaster
2. Painting
3. Foundation
4. Walls
5. Terrace
(A) 3, 4, 1, 5, 2
(B) 3, 4, 1, 2, 5
(C) 5, 4, 3, 2, 1
(D) 3, 4, 5, 1, 2
What will come in a place of question mark?

(A) 171		
(B) 241
(C) 411		
(D) 161
Select the related letters/word/number from the
given alternatives.
Taj Mahal : 35 :: Great Pyramid : ?
(A) 46		
(B) 57
(C) 68		
(D) 66
In a certain code language, GLOBAL is coded as
36 then what will be code for TEMPLE?
(A) 48		
(B) 57
(C) 49		
(D) 36
Which of the following combination is not correct?
(A) Poland=Warsaw
(B) Portugal=Amsterdam
(C) Uganda=Kampala
(D) Jamaica=Kingston
Find the odd out from the given alternatives.
(A) 157		
(B) 161
(C) 179		
(D) 181
Find the odd out from the given alternatives.
(A) GTHSIR
(B) KPLOMN
(C) EVFUGT
(D) MNOPLO

The Belgian and Belarus pair of Elise Mertens and Aryna Sabalenka has won the women’s doubles
final of the Australian Open 2021.
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Q.25

Q.26

Q.27

Q.28

94

STENOGRAPHER (C&D)

One statement is given followed by two conclusions
I and II. You have to consider the statement to be
true, even if they seem to be at variance from
commonly known facts. You have to decide which
of the given conclusion can definitely be drawn
from the given statement. Indicate your answer.
Statement:
Go by aeroplane to reach Delhi from Chennai
quickly.
Conclusions:
I. Chennai and Delhi are connected by aeroplane
service.
II. There are no other means of going from Chennai
to Delhi.
(A) Only conclusion II follows.
(B) Only conclusion I follows.
(C) Neither conclusion I nor II follows.
(D) Both conclusions I and II are follow./
In each question below is given a statement
followed by two assumptions numbers I and II. An
Assumption is something supposed or taken for
granted. You have to consider the statement and
the following assumption and decide which of the
assumptions is implicit in the statement.
Statement:
Desirable and qualified candidates should submit
their application form along with the requisite
qualifications and their biodata - An advertisement
for job.
Assumptions:
I. Merely having qualification and aptitude for the
job does not make a person suitable for job.
II. Many candidate will apply because they are
interested in the job.
(A) If only I is implicit.
(B) If only II is implicit.
(C) If neither I nor II is implicit.
(D) If both I and II are implicit.
If 17 October was Tuesday then how many
Tuesday and Saturday in the same month?
(A) 5, 4		
(B) 4, 5
(C) 5, 5		
(D) 4, 4
Three positions of dice are given. Find out what
will be the opposite of 5.
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Q.29

Q.30

(A) 3		
(B) 4
(C) 1		
(D) 6
If 18+9 = 2916 and 14+10 = 1960 then 13 + 14 = ?
(A) 2197		
(B) 2366
(C) 2368		
(D) 2584
What will be the water image of the given figure?
Question Figure

Answer Figures

Q.31

Q.32

Q.33

Q.34

(A) A		
(B) B
(C) C		
(D) D
What will come in a place of question mark?
3 , 3 , 9 , 33 , 93 , ?
(A) 145		
(B) 218
(C) 213		
(D) 216
What will come in a place of question mark?/
1 , 9 , 18 , 82 , 107 ,?
(A) 123		
(B) 216
(C) 223		
(D) 323
Which set of letters when sequentially placed at
the gaps in the given letters series will complete it?
K _ N Y_ K_N_ _ KE_Y _
(A) EAYANAA
(B) AEAYANA
(C) AENYAAA
(D) EAEYANA
Which of the following diagram correctly
represents the relationship between Males , Fathers
and Doctors ?

(A)

(B)

India and Ethiopia signed two agreements related to visa facilitation and leather technology.
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(C)
Q.39
(D)
Q.35

Three statements are given followed by two
conclusions I and II. You have to consider the
given statements to be true, even if they seem to
be at variance from commonly known facts. You
have to decide which of the given conclusion can
definitely be drawn from the given statement.
Indicate your answer.
Statements :
Some boys are cricketers.
			
No cricketers is a girl.
			
All girls are doctors.
Conclusions :
I. Some doctors are not boy.
II. Some girls are not boy.
(A) Both conclusions I and II follow.
(B) Neither conclusion I nor II follows.
(C) Only conclusion I follows.
(D) Only conclusion II follows./
Q.36 Select the related letters /word/ number from the
given alternatives.
LG : 125 : : RJ : ?
(A) 214		
(B) 512
(C) 52		
(D) 216
Q.37 If OM= 10, and NAMO = 7 then, SHIVAY = ?
(A) 43		
(B) 12
(C) 25		
(D) 14
Q.38 One statement is given followed by two conclusions
I and II. You have to consider the one statements
to be true, even if they seem to be at variance from
commonly known facts. You are to decide which
of the given conclusion can definitely be drawn
from the given statement. Indicate your answer.
Statement:
‘Timely rain is essential for farming.’
Conclusions:
I. Most of the farmers are depended on rain.

Q.40

Q.41

Q.42

Q.43

Q.44

Q.45

II. It may improve their production.
(A) Only I follows.
(B) Only II follows.
(C) Neither I nor II follows.
(D) Both I and II follow.
From among the given alternatives select the one
in which the set of numbers is most likely the set
of numbers given in the question.
Given set - (14, 522, 652)
(A) (8, 104, 128)
(B) (12, 961, 691)
(C) (11, 121, 176)
(D) (13, 156, 208)
Find the number from the given alternatives.
1456, 1490, 1524, ?, 1592
(A) 1556		
(B) 1534
(C) 1558		
(D) 1560
Which one set of symbols will be fit at the place of
‘* ‘ in the series?
28 * 14 * 7 * 8 * 44
(A) – + × =		
(B) + – ÷ =
(C) ÷ + × =		
(D) + ÷ × =
Select the related letters/word/ number from the
given alternatives.
ARGENTINA : GRATNEANI : : AUSTRALIA : ?
(A) SUATRAALI
(B) SUAARTLIA
(C) SUAARTAIL
(D) SAUARTAILc
Study the following information carefully and
answer the question given below.
Reema and Rahul started walking from a point
A. Reema walks 200 meter towards the east and
Rahul walks 150 meters towards south. Both took
a left turn and walk 200 meter. Then Rahul took a
right turn and walk 120 meter.
If Rahul walks 200 meter to north. What will be
the distance Rahul and Reema?
(A) 120 meter
(B) 270 meter
(C) 150 meter
(D) 470 meter
From among the given alternatives select the one
in which the set of numbers is most likely the set
of numbers given in the question.
Given set : (45,5,25)
(A) 50,5,30
(B) 60,6,36
(C) 54,12,36
(D) 72,8,64
From among the given alternatives select the one
in which the set of numbers is most likely the set
of numbers given in the question.

Veteran India and Bengal pacer Ashoke Dinda announced his retirement from all formats of cricket,
bringing the curtains down on a career spanning one and a half decade.
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Given set: (32,16,40)
(A) 36,27,45
(B) 35,14,42
(C) 66,11,55
(D) 40,20,50
One/two statements are given followed by two
conclusions I and II. You have to consider the
one/two statements to be true, even if they seem
to be at variance from commonly known facts.
You are to decide which of the given conclusion
can definitely be drawn from the given statement.
Indicate your answer.
Statement Good person never cheats.
Conclusion :
(I) Those who cheat are bad people.
(II) Good persons have good qualities.
(A) Only I follows.
(B) Only II follows.
(C) Neither I nor II follows.
(D) Both I and II follow.
Find the missing number from the given
alternatives.

(A) 36		
(C) 53		

Q.48

Find the missing number/letter/figures from the
given alternatives.

E H K
, , ,?
14 19 24
(A)

Q.49

Q.50

N
28

O
29

N
M
(D)
(C)
29
29
Study the given information carefully and answer
the given questions.
Ravi starts from a point A and walks 50 meters
towards the south then he turns right and walks 20
meters. Again he turns 45 degrees in clockwise.
Now in which direction is he facing?
(A) East		
(B) West
(C) North-west
(D) South-east
Find the odd number /word/letter/figure from the
given alternatives.

(A) (A)		
(C) (C)		

(B) 42
(D) 52

(B)

(B) (B)
(D) (D)

SSC STENOGRAPHER (C&D)/GENERAL AWARENESS
Q.51

Q.52

Q.53

Q.54

What is the capital of Madhya Pradesh?

Dinar is the currency of which country?

(A) Jaipur		

(B) Indore

(A) China		

(B) Iran

(C) Bhopal		

(D) Gwalior

(C) Iraq		

(D) Indonesia

World Cartoonist’s Day is observed on which
date?
(A) 6 May		

(B) 5 May

(C) 4 May		

(D) 7 May

Head quarter of North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) is located at-

Q.56

Q.57

NITI Aayog has collaborated with which company
to develop precision agriculture using Artificial
Intelligence?
(A) Tata		

(B) IBM

(C) Reliance

(D) Infosys

Kaziranga National Park is famous for________.

(A) The Hague

(B) Geneva

(A) One horned Rhinoceros

(C) New York

(D) Brussels

(B) White elephant

'Karagam' a religious folkdance is associated with
which state?
(A) Tamil Nadu

(B) Kerala

(C) Himanchal Pradesh (D) Bihar
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(C) Golden peacock
(D) Red owl
Q.58

The author of 'Arthashastra' was a contemporary
of—

India's 24-member shooting contingent topped the medals tally in the first Asian Online Shooting
Championship.
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Q.66

(A) Ashoka
(B) Chandragupta Maurya
(C) Vikramaditya
(D) Samudra Gupta
Q.59

Q.60

Q.67

National Voters day is celebrated on(A) 8 October

(B) 12 May

(C) 20 March

(D) 25 January

The President takes an oath before assuming office
in the presence of the Chief Justice of India. If the
Chief Justice is not available, he takes the oath in
the presence of-

Q.68

Q.61

(A) U.K.		

(B) Germany

(C) Soviet Union

(D) France

Who said, "Go back to Vedas" ?

Which of the following is correctly matched?
(A) Mahatma Gandhi - Poorna Swaraj demand at
Lucknow

(A) Liquids and gases only

(B) Jawaharlal Nehru - Bardoli Satyagraha

(B) Solids and liquid only

(C) Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan - Red shirt Movement

(C) Gases and solids only

(D) Vallabh Bhai Patel - Dandi March
Q.70

The headquarters of UNIDO is situated at _______.

Q.71

(C) Geneva ,Switzerland
(D) New York , USA

Q.65

World's first artificial satellite was launched by
_______.

In which of the following convection takes place ?

(B) Seoul, South Korea

Q.64

(D) 2 seconds

(D) Swami Shraddhanand

(A) Vienna, Austria

Q.63

(C) 1 second

(C) Swami Vivekanand
Q.69

(D) Solids, liquid and gases
Q.62

(B) 1.5 seconds

(B) Raja Ram Mohan Roy

(B) The senior-most judge of the Supreme Court
(D) Election Commissioner

(A) 0.5 seconds

(A) Swami Dayanand Saraswati

(A) The Vice-President
(C) The Attorney-General

The time period of a seconds pendulum is
________.

(B) Manipur

(C) Sikkim		

(D) Tripura

(B) 130 / 70

(C) 140 / 90

(D) 111 / 61
Shivaji

and

(C) Shimla		

(D) Hyderabad

Who is the India’s longest serving Chief Minister
of India?

(C) Shivraj Singh Chauhan
(D) Pawan Chamling
Q.72

Q.73

Third Battle of Panipat was fought between(A) Chhatrapati
Muhammad Akbar

(B) Kanpur

(B) Raman Singh

Which of the following represents normal blood
pressure?
(A) 120 / 80

(A) Ahmedabad

(A) Naveen Patnaik

Kuki Tribe belongs to which state?
(A) Meghalaya

Where the textile industry research institute is
situated?

Jalal-ud-din

(B) Peshwa Baji Rao I and Ahmad Shah Abdali
(C) Jalal-ud-din Muhammad Akbar and
Chandra Vikramaditya

Hem

(D) Peshwa Balaji Baji Rao and Ahmad Shah
Abdali

Q.74

Kiwi is the symbol of which country ?
(A) Australia

(B) New Zealand

(C) Bangladesh

(D) America

Which is the smallest planet in our solar system?
(A) Jupiter		

(B) Saturn

(C) Mars		

(D) Mercury

Estrogen and Progesterone control and stimulate
the growth in (A) Supra Renal Gland
(B) Mammary Gland
(C) Thyroid Gland

India's Ankita Raina won her maiden WTA title as she and her Russian partner Kamilla Rakhimova
clinched the doubles event in the Phillip Island Trophy.
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(D) Pituitary Gland

(C) Lord Warren Hastings

Who is the current Governor of Rajasthan?

(D) Lord Wellesley
Q.83

(A) Kalraj Mishra
(B) Arif Mohammad Khan

(A) 103 bytes

(B) 106 bytes

(C) Lalji Tandon

(C) 109 bytes

(D) 1012 bytes

Q.84

(D) Bhagat Singh Koshyari
Q.76

Q.77

Who was Kenny Rogers, who died in March 2020?
(A) Scientist

(B) Singer

(C) Novelist

(D) Astronaut

(A) 20 February 1965
(C) 20 February 1976

Recently release memoirs 'The Presidential Years,
2012-2017' is related to whom?

(D) 20 February 1987
Q.85

(A) 2		

(B) 4

(C) Pranab Mukharjee

(C) 3		

(D) 8

Q.86

Who named positive and negative charges?

(B) President

(B) Gauss

(C) Members of the NITI Aayog

(C) Benjamin Franklin

(D) Union Cabinet Ministers

(D) Madam Curie

Q.87

Match the following List I

List II

a. Rig Veda

1. Musical and hymns

b. Yajur Veda

2. Hymns and rituals

c. Sama Veda

3. Charms and spells

d. Atharva Veda

4. Hymns and prayers

Q.82

(A) a2, b3, c1, d4

(B) a4, b1, c2, d3

(C) a3, b2, c4, d1

(D) a4, b2, c1, d3
(B) Karl Landsteiner

(C) Langerhans

(D) William Harvey
Sanctuary

(A) Karnataka

(B) Telangana

(C) Tamil Nadu

(D) Kerala

is
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(B) Kushinagar

(C) Lumbini

(D) Saranath

Which state first in production of Jute?
(A) West Bengal

(B) Bihar

(C) Assam 		

(D) Maharashtra

Who was the founder of Khilji Dynasty?

(C) Mubarak Hassan
(D) Mubarak Khan
Q.90

located
Q.91

Who was the British Governor General during
Third Anglo-Mysore War?
(B) Lord Dalhousie

(A) Pataliputra

(B) Alauddin Khilji

(A) G. Mendel
Shivaram Wildlife
in___________.

What is the birth place of Gautama Buddha?

(A) Jalaluddin Khilji

Who among the following discovered Rh factor?

(A) Lord Cornwallis
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Q.81

Who is not a member of National Development
Council?
(A) Prime Minister

(A) Faraday

Q.80

The total number of ear bones are-

(B) Pratibha Devi Patil
(D) APJ Abdul Kalam

Q.79

When was Arunachal Pradesh was established as a
state in India?
(B) 20 February 1968

(A) Ramnath Kovind

Q.78

How many bytes are in one Gigabyte ?

Q.92

The dance form of Gujarat is(A) Giddha		

(B) Yakshagana

(C) Garba		

(D) Bihu

The Chernobyl reactors nuclear incident took
place in 1986 in(A) USA		

(B) USSR

(C) France		

(D) Japan

Who was the first English President of Indian

In a major boost to India’s rice exports potential, a consignment has been shipped from the Kakinada
deep-water port.
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National Congress ?

(A) Canada

(B) Australia

(A) Sir William Wedderburn

(C) Ireland		

(D) Britain

Q.97

(B) George Yule
(C) Alfred Webb
(D) Lansdowne
Q.93

What is the full form of NSDL?
(A) Natural Safety Deployment Limited

Q.98

Q.96

(C) Chholiya

(D) Jhumelo

Who invented the smallpox vaccine?

(C) Edward Jenner

(D) National Securities Development Limited

Q.95

(B) Chanchari

(B) Alexander Fleming

(C) National Securities Depository Limited
From which country's constitutional amendment
provision taken in Indian constitution?

(A) Ramman

(A) James Simpson

(B) National Safety Development Limited

Q.94

Which folk dance of Uttarakhand is included in
UNESCO’s intangible heritage list ?

(D) Christiaan Barnard
Q.99

In India farm credit is regulated by____.

(A) South Africa

(B) Britain

(A) SEBI		

(B) NABARD

(C) Canada

(D) None of these

(C) RBI		

(D) SBI

On which river, the Baglihar Hydro power project
is located?
(A) Ravi		

(B) Brahmaputra

(C) Chenab

(D) Satluj

The idea of incorporation of the Concurrent List
in the Indian Constitution has been borrowed from
the Constitution of-

Q.100 Where is situated Great barrier reef ?
(A) Australia
(B) New Zealand
(C) Papua New Guinea
(D) None of these

SSC STENOGRAPHER (C&D)/ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.101 Select the most appropriate meaning of the
given idiom.
Call on

Q.104 Select the most appropriate one-word
substitution for the given group of words.
Study of environment

(A) Step out

(B) Visit

(A) Pathology

(B) Ecology

(C) Telephone

(D) Announce

(C) Cosmology

(D) Radiology

Q.102 Select the most appropriate meaning of the
given idiom.

Q.105 Select the most appropriate meaning of the given
idiom.

Walking on thin ice

Know like the back of one’s hand

(A) performing a ballet

(A) to copy another’s trade secrets

(B) doing something risky

(B) to hit someone with the back of one’s hand

(C) walking carefully

(C) to have detailed knowledge of something

(D) slipping on ice

(D) to be unaware of the situation

Q.103 Select the most appropriate antonym of the
given word.
ALIVE
(A) active		

(B) living

(C) dead		

(D) life

Q.106 Identify the segment in the sentence which
contains a grammatical error. If there is no error,
then select the option 'No error'.
Sh! Someone listens to our conversation.
(A) listens to

(B) No error

(C) Sh! Someone

(D) our conversation

India has become the third topmost country in the world in terms of the number of COVID19 vaccine
doses administered.
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Q.107 Select the most appropriate option to substitute the
underlined segment in the given sentence. If there
is no need to substitute it, select ‘No substitution
required’.
She walked among me without greeting me.
(B) past me

(C) He wondered what
(D) for her refusal

CORDIAL

(C) over me
(D) No substitution required
Q.108 Select the most appropriate synonym of the given
word.
JUST
(A) courtly		

(B) fair

(C) favouring

(D) partial

Q.109 Select the most appropriate word to fill in the
blank.
I ______ something burning now.
(A) smelt		

(B) have been smelling

(C) smell		

(D) have smelt

Q.110 Select the most appropriate synonym of the
given word.
CONCEITED
(A) tentative

(B) arrogant

(C) inferior		

(D) diffident

Q.111 Select the wrongly spelt word.
(A) refrence

(B) brakes

(C) solution

(D) beaker

Q.112 Select the misspelt word.
(A) Succint

(B) Enigmatic

(C) Lustrous

(D) Dilemma

Q.113 Select the most appropriate antonym of the given
word.
FEEBLE
(A) weak		

(B) fault

(C) strong		

(D) foible

Q.114 Identify the segment in the sentence which
contains a grammatical error.
He wondered what was the reason for her refusal
to accompany him.
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(B) was the reason

Q.115 Select the most appropriate synonym of the
given word.

(A) about me

100

(A) to accompany him		

(A) Rude		

(B) Aloof

(C) Friendly

(D) Cold

Q.116 Select the most appropriate meaning of the given
idiom.
Look out
(A) find out

(B) search

(C) be careful

(D) locate

Q.117 Select the most appropriate synonym of the given
word.
IMITATION
(A) genuine

(B) fake

(C) real		

(D) original

Q.118 Identify the segment in the sentence which
contains a grammatical error.
Our new secretary’s performance have been quite
impressive.
(A) secretary’s performance
(B) Our new
(C) have been
(D) quite impressive
Q.119 Select the most appropriate antonym of the
given word.
PRESTIGE
(A) Disregard

(B) Renown

(C) Dignity

(D) Repute

Q.120 Select the most appropriate antonym of the
given word.
FERTILE
(A) fruitful		

(B) barren

(C) strong		

(D) productive

Q.121 Select the most appropriate antonym of the
given word.

India hosted Indian Ocean Region (IOR) Defence Ministers’ Conclave on February 04, 2021 on the
margins of Aero India 2021 - Asia’s largest Aero show to be held at Bengaluru from February 3-5, 2021.
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FLAW

(A) an insect bite that leaves a permanent mark

(A) perfection

(B) defect

(C) feature		

(D) weakness

Q.122 Fill in the blank with the most appropriate
word.
This is one of the matters that ______ me the most.
(A) is disturbed

(B) disturbs

(C) are disturbing

(D) has disturb

Q.123 Select the most appropriate option to substitute
the underlined segment in the given sentence.
If there is no need to substitute it, select ’No
substitution required’.
When challenged, the man had no answer for his
actions.

(B) a bitter experience making one cautious for
future
(C) to be shy of meeting strangers
(D) a person with no self confidence
Q.130 Select the most appropriate antonym of the
given word.
WARM
(A) cool		

(B) springy

(C) spongy		

(D) hot

Q.131 I dentify the segment in the sentence which
contains a grammatical error. If there is no error,
then select the option 'No error'.

(A) No substitution required

All of us were a little nervous when we came into
this room today.

(B) When in challenge

(A) when we came into this room today

(C) When to be challenged

(B) a little nervous when

(D) While challenges

(C) All of us were

Q.124 Select the most appropriate words to fill in the
blanks.
Today computer viruses spread ______ a dizzying
speed ______ way of file downloads.
(A) by; by		

(B) at; from

(C) at; by		

(D) in; from

Q.125 Select the misspelt word.
(A) Acquaint

(B) Superceed

(C) Restaurant

(D) Spectacles

Q.126 Select the wrongly spelt word.

(D) No error
Q.132 Select the most appropriate antonym of the
given word.
EXASPERATION
(A) Wrath		

(B) Enjoyment

(C) Pique		

(D) Resentment

Q.133 Select the most appropriate meaning of the
given idiom.
Grin from ear to ear
(A) to make funny faces

(A) central		

(B) electric

(B) to have very sharp ears

(C) Irrigation

(D) presure

(C) to smile a lot because of happiness

Q.127 Select the misspelt word.
(A) Virtually

(B) Immediately

(C) Eventually

(D) Infinitly

Q.128 Select the wrongly spelt word.
(A) optsion		

(B) difficult

(C) easier		

(D) supporting

Q.129 Select the most appropriate meaning of the
given idiom.
Once bitten twice shy

(D) to ridicule someone
Q.134 Identify the segment in the sentence which
contains a grammatical error. If there is no
error, then select the option 'No error'.
I am hearing a strange noise now.
(A) a strange

(B) No error

(C) I am hearing

(D) noise now

Q.135 Select the most appropriate synonym of the
given word.
ACCURATE

India has sent a warship to Abu Dhabi to participate in two naval defence exhibitions from February
20 to 25, in reflection of its gradual expansion of military cooperation with the United Arab Emirates.
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(A) sincere		

(B) correct

(C) complete

(D) appropriate

Q.136 Select the most appropriate option to substitute
the underlined segment in the given sentence.
If there is no need to substitute it, select ‘No
substitution required’.
The young man lifts weights at the gym when he
pulled a muscle.

(D) subjected

Q.141 Select the most appropriate option to substitute
the underlined segment in the given sentence.
If there is no need to substitute it, select ‘No
substitution required’.
India have a many all-rounders to match the talent
and dedication of Kapil Dev.
(A) is having little

(A) has lifted

(B) No substitution required

(B) is lifting

(C) has few

(C) No substitution required

(D) has much

(D) was lifting
Q.137 Identify the segment in the sentence which
contains a grammatical error.
I remember a friend to me buying several pairs of
shoes at a sale.
(A) a friend to me
(B) I remember
(C) buying several pairs
(D) of shoes at a sale
Q.138 Select the most appropriate option to substitute the
underlined segment in the given sentence. If there
is no need to substitute it, select ‘No substitution
required’.
She is taking all kinds of medicine wherever she
goes.
(A) was taking
(B) took

Q.142 Select the most appropriate meaning of the
given idiom.
Give a hand
(A) donate an organ

(B) assist

(C) encourage

(D) clap hands

Q.143 Select the most appropriate option to substitute
the underlined segment in the given sentence.
If there is no need to substitute it, select ‘No
substitution required’.
The secretary talks over the phone right now.
(A) talked
(B) was talking
(C) No substitution required
(D) is talking
Q.144 Select the most appropriate one-word substitution
for the given group of words.

(C) No substitution required

A person who is unduly anxious about his/her
health

(D) takes

(A) Disciplinarian

(B) Antiquarian

(C) Egalitarian

(D) Valetudinarian

Q.139 Fill in the blank with the most appropriate
word.
______ Sunny, two others have qualified for the
final round of the quiz.
(A) Besides

(B) Between

(C) Apart		

(D) Along

Q.140 Select the most appropriate word which means
the same as the group of words given.
Something done because one wants to, not by
force
(A) coerced
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(C) threatened
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(B) voluntary

Q.145 Select the most appropriate synonym of the
given word.
ABSURD
(A) Ridiculous

(B) Important

(C) Meaningful

(D) Rational

Q.146 Select the most appropriate synonym of the
given word.
FICTION
(A) literature

(B) fact

Nearly 80 per cent of corporate banks in India are forecast to run their trade finance and treasury
workloads on Cloud by 2024, said a new IDC report.
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(C) fantasy		

(D) truth

Q.147 Select the most appropriate word which means
the same as the group of words given.
An exact or a very close copy (of something)
(A) artificial

(B) forgery

(C) replica		

(D) substitute

Q.148 Select the most appropriate antonym of the
given word.
DISHEARTEN

(C).
(A) which		

(B) where

(C) that		

(D) who

Q.154 Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank
(D).
(A) are		

(B) was

(C) were		

(D) have

Q.155 Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank
(E).

(A) Humble

(B) Encourage

(A) than		

(B) from

(C) Indispose

(D) Dampen

(C) where		

(D) when

Q.149 Identify the segment in the sentence which
contains a grammatical error. If there is no error,
then select the option 'No error'.
The sun rises at 6.35 yesterday morning.
(A) The sun

(B) rises at 6.35

(C) No error

(D) yesterday morning

Q.150 Select the misspelt word.
(A) Separate

(B) Proceed

(C) Existance

(D) Dependent

Q.151-155. In the following passage, some words
have been deleted. Fill in the blanks with the
help of the alternatives given. Select the most
appropriate option for each blank.
Let us take a brief look at the planet
(A) _______ which we live. As the earth hurtles
through space at a
(B) _______ of 70, 000
miles per hour, it spins, as we all know, on its
axis,
(C) _______ causes it to be flattened at
the Poles. Thus, if you (D) _______ to stand at the
North or South Pole you would be 13 miles nearer
the centre of the earth (E) _______ if you stood
on the Equator.
Q.151 Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank
(A).
(A) for		

(B) on

(C) by		

(D) from

Q.152 Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank
(B).
(A) force		

(B) distance

(C) speed		

(D) mass

Q.153 Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank

Q.156-160.In the following passage some words have
been deleted. Fill in the blanks with the help of
the alternatives given. Select the most appropriate
option for each number.
The Amazon is the world’s largest tropical
rainforest. It is
(A) _________ the size of
the continent of Australia and covers
(B)
______ area of nearly 2.8 million square miles.
The Amazon rainforest gets its life from the ( C )
________ Amazon River which runs through the
heart
(D) _________ the region. The
rainforest is simply the drained basin for the river
and its
(E) ________. The vast forest consists
of four layers, each featuring its own ecosystems
and specially adapted plants and animals.
Q.156 Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank
(A).
(A) specially

(B) similarly

(C) totally		

(D) roughly

Q.157 Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank
(B).
(A) an		

(B) a

(C) some		

(D) one

Q.158 Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank
(C).
(A) majestic

(B) magnetic

(C) major		

(D) minor

Q.159 Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank
(D).
(A) on		

(B) of

(C) at		

(D) in

BCCI secretary Jay Shah was unanimously elected as the President of the Asian Cricket Council
(ACC).
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Q.160 Select the most appropriate option to fill in blank
(E).
(A) continents

(B) tributaries

When he goes on a business trip, he is usually
taking his wife.

(C) tributes		

(D) rainforests

(A) No error

Q.161 Select the most appropriate option to substitute
the underlined segment in the given sentence.
If there is no need to substitute it, select ‘No
substitution required’.
When I left my house this morning, it was raining.
(A) rained		
(B) is raining

(B) he is usually taking his wife
(C) on a business trip
(D) When he goes
Q.168 Select the most appropriate option to substitute
the underlined segment in the given sentence.
If there is no need to substitute it, select ‘No
substitution required’.

(C) Rains

I want to learn yoga when I was in school.

(D) No substitution required

(A) used to

Q.162 Select the most appropriate antonym of the
given word.
SPIRITUAL
(A) Material

(B) Ethereal

(C) Divine		

(D) Sacred

Q.163 Select the most appropriate word which means
the same as the group of words given.
Be more successful than someone
(A) Win		

(B) Succeed

(C) Outdo		

(D) Outlive

Q.164 Select the most appropriate one-word
substitution for the given group of words.
One who changes sides
(A) Invader

(B) Novice

(C) Turncoat

(D) Amateur

Q.165 Select the most appropriate synonym of the
given word.
CONDONE

(B) No substitution required
(C) ought to
(D) need to
Q.169 Select the misspelt word.
(A) Implore

(B) Impeach

(C) Userp		

(D) Unique

Q.170 Select the most appropriate word to fill in the
blank.
We respect you but we don’t agree ______ your
ideas.
(A) for		

(B) to

(C) by		

(D) with

Q.171 Select the wrongly spelt word.
(A) umbrella

(B) occurring

(C) sediment

(D) exprimant

Q.172 Fill in the blank with the most appropriate
word.

(A) Impose		

(B) Prevent

The doctor often made his patients ______ for
long.

(C) Forgive

(D) Forbid

(A) waited		

(B) waiting

(C) to wait		

(D) wait

Q.166 Select the most appropriate word which means
the same as the group of words given.
A place where games are played for money

Q.173 Fill in the blank with the most appropriate word.

(A) church		

(B) casino

She has inherited her fondness ______ tennis from
her parents.

(C) university

(D) gymnasium

(A) to		

(B) at

(C) for		

(D) by

Q.167 Identify the segment in the sentence which
contains a grammatical error. If there is no
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The BCCI will not be conducting its premier first-class domestic tournament Ranji Trophy for the
first time in 87 years as the parent body opted for the Vijay Hazare Trophy as per the wishes of
majority of the State units.
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Q.174 Select the most appropriate option to substitute
the underlined segment in the given sentence.
If there is no need to substitute it, select ‘No
substitution required’.
Because she didn’t love him, she had to marry
him.

One who is easily deceived
(A) plausible

(B) agreeable

(C) credible

(D) gullible

Q.181 Select the most appropriate word which means the
same as the group of words given.

(A) Despite

Extreme mental or physical suffering

(B) No substitution required

(A) ecstasy		

(B) acute

(C) Since

(C) rapture		

(D) agony

(D) Although
Q.175 Select the most appropriate one-word
substitution for the given group of words.

Q.182 Select the most appropriate meaning of the
given idiom.
Speak one’s mind

A person with the same name as another

(A) to speak without thinking

(A) Alias		

(B) Imposter

(B) to speak in an assembly

(C) Namesake

(D) Ancestor

(C) to voice one’s thoughts plainly

Q.176 Select the most appropriate option to substitute
the underlined segment in the given sentence.
If there is no need to substitute it, select ‘No
substitution required’.
Had I a rich person, I would share my wealth.
(A) No substitution required
(B) I am

(D) to put one’s thoughts in writing
Q.183 Select the most appropriate antonym of the
given word.
IMPUDENT
(A) Arrant		

(B) Brazen

(C) Blatant		

(D) Modest

Q.184 Select the most appropriate synonym of the given
word.

(C) Had I been
(D) Were I

FOUNDATION

Q.177 Select the most appropriate meaning of the
given idiom.
Little by little
(A) a few		

(B) not much

(C) only once

(D) gradually

Q.178 Fill in the blank with the most appropriate
word.
______! What have you done to your hair? You are
looking so odd.
(A) Hurrah		

(B) Bother

(C) Bravo		

(D) Goodness gracious

Q.179 Select the wrongly spelt word.
(A) capacity

(B) pupil

(C) ablity		

(D) teacher

Q.180 Select the most appropriate one-word
substitution for the given group of words.

(A) top		

(B) building

(C) base		

(D) structure

Q.185 Select the most appropriate word to fill in the
blank.
I’m sure I ______ them at the party last night.
(A) was seeing

(B) saw

(C) am seeing

(D) have seen

Q.186 Identify the segment in the sentence which
contains a grammatical error.
Nobody has ever listened to me so attentive.
(A) to me		

(B) Nobody has

(C) ever listened

(D) so attentive

Q.187 Select the most appropriate meaning of the given
idiom.
A dry run
(A) A rehearsal

Indian tennis will be buzzing with a lot of activity next month with 78 tournaments, including the
pending 2020 National Championships and six ITF tournaments, set to unfold across the country
after a halt in action caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
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(B) A poor harvest
(C) A slow run
(D) A run on dry ground
Q.188 Select the most appropriate synonym of the given
word.
CATASTROPHE
(A) Restraint

(B) Prosperity

(C) Expansion

(D) Calamity

Q.189 Select the most appropriate word to fill in the
blank.
Let us know ______ you change your mind.
(A) however

(B) although

(C) suppose

(D) in case

Do you earn so much to make both ends meet?
(A) make both

(B) Do you earn

(C) ends meet

(D) so much to

Q.191-195.Read the given passage and answer the
questions that follow.
Many of us have enjoyed visiting a zoo and
consider it a day out having fun. Seeing real
animals face to face can be thrilling and exciting,
but many people wonder whether the animals
themselves, while entertaining us, are suffering in
the zoos. Many zoos do not have enough money
to provide the animals with the basic features of
a proper environment. Most animals are put in an
artificial environment (e.g., cages). This isolation
from their natural habitat can amount to cruelty. In
some zoos, we see concrete floors for burrowing
animals like rabbits. Cruelty may be shown in
ways other than physical abuse or starvation.
Big predators like lions and tigers are created
to chase and hunt. By depriving them of these
activities, we forget the reason for which they
have evolved. These big cats lie in cages in the
zoo eating the food given to them and they have
nothing else to do. Highly intelligent and curious
animals like chimpanzees and polar bears may
become frustrated in a zoo; they need a challenging
environment.
Zoo supporters might argue that zoos provide
educational opportunities to the visitors, especially
MICA MARCH 2021

Q.191 According to the passage, we visit zoos ______.
(A) to watch the frustration of animals in cages
(B) to see how animals behave in zoos
(C) to spend a day out for fun and excitement
(D) to see the animals in cages
Q.192 ‘Burrowing’ animals:
(A) are intelligent and curious

Q.190 Identify the segment in the sentence which
contains a grammatical error.
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children; if we didn’t have animals in zoos,
children wouldn’t see them at all and be ignorant
about them. We live at a time when animals in their
natural habitat can be seen on TV or computers,
even smart phones, while sitting at home.
Therefore, the aim should be to conserve animals
in the wild, in protected areas called sanctuaries.

(B) chase and hunt other animals
(C) are solitary animals
(D) dig the earth for food and shelter
Q.193 According to the passage, animals in zoos suffer
cruelty:
(A) by being kept in artificial environments
(B) by being starved to death
(C) by being physically tortured or abused
(D) by being forced to perform for the visitors
Q.194 The word ‘predators’ (in paragraph 3) means:
(A) animals which kill others for food
(B) animals which are starving in zoos
(C) animals which are kept in their natural habitat
(D) animals which are killed for food
Q.195 Which of the following best states the author’s
purpose in the passage?
(A) One of the main reasons for which big
predators have evolved is hunting.
(B) We can show our concern for animals better by
supporting protected spaces for them in the natural
environment.
(C) Putting endangered species of animals in zoos
is the best way of protecting and saving them.
(D) If animals were not kept in zoos, children
would not be able to see and know about them at
all.
Q.196-200.Read the given passage and answer the

Indian Coast Guard celebrated its 45th Raising Day on 01 Feb 2021.
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questions that follow.
“The two great empires of Lilliput and Blefuscu
have been engaged in a most obstinate war for
six-and-thirty moons past. It began upon the
following occasion. It is allowed on all hands that
the primitive way of breaking eggs, before we eat
them, was upon the larger end; but his present
majesty’s grandfather, while he was a boy, going
to eat an egg, and breaking it according to the
ancient practice, happened to cut one of his fingers.
Whereupon the emperor his father published an
edict, commanding all his subjects, upon great
penalties, to break the smaller end of their eggs.
The people so highly resented this law, that our
histories tell us, there have been six rebellions
raised on that account; wherein one emperor
lost his life, and another his crown. These civil
commotions were constantly fomented by the
monarchs of Blefuscu; and when they were quelled,
the exiles always fled for refuge to that empire. It
is computed that eleven thousand persons have at
several times suffered death, rather than submit to
break their eggs at the smaller end.
Many hundred large volumes have been
published upon this controversy: but the books
of the Big-endians have been long forbidden,
and the whole party rendered incapable by law of
holding employments. During the course of these
troubles, the emperors of Blefusca did frequently
expostulate by their ambassadors, accusing us of
making a schism in religion, by offending against a
fundamental doctrine of our great prophet Lustrog.
This, however, is thought to be a mere strain
upon the text; for the words are these: ‘that all
true believers break their eggs at the convenient
end.’ And which is the convenient end, seems,
in my humble opinion to be left to every man’s
conscience, or at least in the power of the chief
magistrate to determine. ow, the Big-endian exiles
have found so much credit in the emperor of
Blefuscu’s court, and so much private assistance
and encouragement from their party here at home,
that a bloody war has been carried on between
the two empires for six-and-thirty moons, with
various success; during which time we have lost
forty capital ships, and a much greater number
of smaller vessels, together with thirty thousand
of our best seamen and soldiers; and the damage
received by the enemy is reckoned to be somewhat
greater than ours.

However, they have now equipped a numerous
fleet, and are just preparing to make a descent
upon us; and his imperial majesty, placing great
confidence in your valour and strength, has
commanded me to lay this account of his affairs
before you.” Thus spoke the Principal Secretary.
I desired the secretary to present my humble duty
to the emperor; and to let him know that I thought
it would not become me, who was a foreigner, to
interfere with parties; but I was ready, with the
hazard of my life, to defend his person and state
against all invaders.
Q.196 Which of the following statements is NOT true?
(A) The narrator refuses to defend the emperor
against the invaders.
(B) The doctrine of Prophet Lustrog mentions the
‘convenient end’ of the eggs.
(C) The two empires had been at war for thirty-six
moons.
(D) The Big-endians found refuge at Blefuscu.
Q.197 What inference can be drawn from the narrative?
(A) On should remain loyal to the monarch.
(B) Wars may be waged over very trivial issues.
(C) A peaceful solution to the problem is possible.
(D) It is important to follow rules.
Q.198 What was the result of the edict published by the
emperor of Lilliput’s great grandfather?
(A) People abandoned Lilliput and left for
Blefuscu.
(B) People readily agreed to follow his command.
(C) People rebelled against the new law.
(D) People attacked the emperor and overthrew
him.
Q.199 The empires of Lilliput and Blefuscu are:
(A) hostile towards each other
(B) ruled by one emperor
(C) cordial and friendly neighbours
(D) ready to compromise with each other
Q.200 What was the primitive way of eating eggs in
Lilliput?
(A) Breaking in the middle
(B) Breaking at the larger end
(C) Breaking at the smaller end
(D) Eating it whole

Dutee Chand breezed to 100m victory in the Indian Grand Prix I athletics meet at the Netaji Subhash
National Institute of Sports.
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Q.1.(D)

Q.2.(A)
Q.3.(C)
Q.4.(A)

2. Failure
3. Focus
1. Foil
5. Foist
4. Fold
14-11 = 32 =9
34-25 = 92 = 81
M P N {+3,+3,+3}, P S Q {+3,+3,+3}, S V T
{+3,+3,+3}, V Y W
8÷4×6+3–6=9
2×6+3–6=9
12 - 3 = 9
9=9

Q.10.(B)

Q.11.(C) Book is written by Author and Table made by
carpenter.
Q.12.(A) 31, 02, 13, 67, 03
Q.13.(D)

Q.5.(B)

ABF, AEF, ABE, BFH, BCH
IHC, IGH, FGE, BIE, CDE, BCE
CHG, ABH, AEG
Q.6.(D)

Q.7.(D)

Q.8-9.

Q.8.(B)
Q.9.(D)
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Q.14.(B) Synonyms word
Q.15.(C) Q.16.(A)
Q.17.(C) 12 = 1 + 2 = 32 = 9
33 = 3 + 3 = 62 = 36
14 = 1 + 4 = 52 = 25
Q.18.(D) Foundation Walls Terrace
Plaster Painting
(3)
(4)
(5)
(1)
(2)
Q.19.(B) 121 + 20 = 141
141 + 40 = 181
181 + 60 = 241
Q.20.(B) Taj = 3 letters , Mahal = 5 letters
Great = 5 letters, Pyramid = 7 letters
Q.21.(D) GLOBAL = 6 = 62 = 36
TEMPLE = 6 = 62 = 36
Q.22.(B) Except Portgal = Amsterdam all others are
country and their capital.
Q.23.(B) Except 161 all others are prime number.
Q.24.(D) Except MNOPLO, the sum of all others letter’s
position (according to English alphabet) is 81.
Q.25.(B) Only conclusion I is implicit
Q.26.(B)
Q.27.(A) 5 Tuesday and 4 Saturday in the same month.
Q.28.(C) 3=4
1=5
2=6
Q.29.(B) 182 × 9 = 2916
142 × 10 = 1960
132 × 14 = 2366

Indian-origin leading corporate lawyer Dilhan Pillay Sandrasegara will be chief executive officer and
executive director of a state-owned wealth management groupTemasek Holdings.
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Q.30.(B)		

Q.31.(C) 3,

Q.39.(B) 14, 522(152=225), 652(162=256)
12, 961(132=169), 691(142=196)
Q.40.(C) +34, +34, +34, +34.........
Q.41.(D) 28 + 14 ÷ 7×8 = 44
Q.42.(C) SUAARTAIL
Q.43.(B)

3,

9,

33,

93,

213
0
6
24
60
120
13-1
23-2
33-3
43-4
53-5
Q.32.(D) 1,
9,
18,
82,
107,
323
+23
+32
+43
+52
+63
Q.33.(D) K _ N Y_ K_N_ _ KE_Y _
KENYA/KENYA/KENYA
EAEYANA
Q.34.(D)

45
72
= 5 × 5 = 25, = 8 × 8 = 64
9
9

Q.35.(B)

Q.44.(D)
Q.45.(D) 32÷2=16 , 16×2.5=40
Q.46.(A)
Q.47.(A) 34-25=9
45-36=9
Q.48.(C)

14+5=19 +5=24 +5=29
Q.49.(C)
Q.36.(B) LG = 12-7 = 53
125
RJ = 18-10 = 83
512
Q.37.(B) OM = 15+13 = 28
= 2+8 = 10
NAMO =14+1+13+15 =43
= 7
SHIVAY = 19+8+9+22+1+25 = 84
= 8+4 =12
Q.38.(B) Timely rain can improve production.

Q.50.(D) Except figure (D), all other figures have a total
of 8 lines in the blanks.

The Reserve Bank of India Limited, an independent co-operative bank based in Nashik, Maharashtra.
(Independence Co-operative Bank) has banned the withdrawal of money.
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Q.51.(C) Bhopal is the capital of Madhya Pradesh.
Q.52.(B) The World Cartoonist’s Day is celebrated every
year on May 5.
Q.53.(D) NATO's Headquarters are located in Brussels,
Belgium.
Q.54.(A) Karagattam is also known by other name
known as Karagam. This ancient dance form is
performed in honor and praise of rain goddess
Mariamman in Tamil Nadu.
Q.55.(C) Dinar is the currency of Iraq.
Q.56.(B) NITI Aayog has collaborated with IBM company
to develop precision agriculture using Artificial
Intelligence.
Q.57.(A) Kaziranga National Park is famous for One
horned Rhinoceros.
Q.58.(B) The Arthashastra is an ancient Indian Sanskrit
treatise on statecraft, economic policy and
military strategy. Kautilya, also identified as
Vishnugupta and Chanakya, is the author of
this book. Kautilya was the Indian statesman
and philosopher, advisor and Prime Minister of
Chandragupta Maurya.
Q.59.(D) India celebrates National Voters on January 25
every year. The purpose of celebrating National
Voters’ Day is to make the youth aware of
voting. It is the right of every responsible citizen
because each vote decides the fate of the new
government and democracy.
Q.60.(B) The President takes an oath before assuming
office in the presence of the Chief Justice of
India. If the Chief Justice is not available, he
takes the oath in the presence of the senior-most
judge of the Supreme Court.
Q.61.(D) Convection takes in solids ,liquids and gases.
Q.62.(A) The headquarter of UNIDO is situated at Vienna,
Austria.
Q.63.(B) Kuki tribe belongs to Manipur State.
Q.64.(A) 120 / 80 represents normal blood pressure.
Q.65.(D) The Third Battle of Panipat took place on 14
January 1761 at Panipat, about 97 km (60 miles)
north of Delhi, between the Third Maratha
Peshwa Balaji Baji Rao and the invading
Afghan army of the Sultan of Afghans, Ahmad
Shah Abdali.
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Q.66.(D) The time period of a second pendulum is 2
seconds.
Q.67.(C) World's first artificial satellite Sputnik-I was
launched by Soviet Union.
Q.68.(A) Swami Dayanand Saraswati said, "Go back to
Vedas".
Q.69.(C) Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan - Red shirt movement
is correctly matched.
Q.70.(A) Ahmedabad textile industry research institute is
also known as ATIRA.
Q.71.(D) Pawan Chamling has created history by
becoming the longest serving chief minister in
India. He has served Sikkim for 25 years.
Q.72.(B) Country
Australia

Symbol
- Kangaroo

New Zealand - Kiwi
Q.73.(D) Jupiter is the largest planet of the solar system.
The smallest planet in our solar system is
Mercury.
Q.74.(D) Estrogen and progesterone control and stimulate
the growth in Pituitary Gland.
Q.75.(A) Kalraj Mishra is an Indian politician and the
Governor of Rajasthan.
Q.76.(B) Kenny Rogers was an American singer won
three Grammy awards, has died at 81on 20th
March.
Q.77.(C) The final volume of former President Pranab
Mukherjee’s memoirs- 'The Presidential Years,
2012-2017' - was released on January 5 2021.
Q.78.(C) In the 18th century, Benjamin Franklin in
America tried experiments with charges. He
named the two kinds of electricity 'positive' and
'negative'.
Q.79.(D) Rig Veda - Hymns and prayers
Yajur Veda - Hymns and rituals
Sama Veda - Musical and hymns
Atharva Veda - Charms and spells
Q.80.(B) Rh factor was discovered by Karl Landsteiner
and wiener in 1940.
Q.81.(B) Shivaram Wildlife Sanctuary is located in
Telangana.
Q.82.(A) Lord Cornwallis was the British Governor
General during Third Anglo-Mysore War.

The Indian Air Force host a Chiefs of Air Staff (CAS) Conclave on 3rd and 4th Feb 21 at Air Force
Station Yelahanka.
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nuclear accident in human history that occurred
on the night of 25-26 April 1986 in reactor
number 4 of the Chernobyl nuclear plant in
USSR (Ukraine).

Q.83.(C) 103 byte = 1 KB
106 byte = 1 M
109 byte = 1 GB
1012 byte = 1 TB
Q.84.(D) Arunachal Pradesh was established as a state in
India on February 20, 1987.
Q.85.(C) Ear bone, also called Auditory Ossicle, there
are three tiny bones in the middle ear of all
mammals. These are the malleus, incus and
stapes.
Q.86.(B) National Development Council was formed on
6th August, 1952. It is the apex body in India to
finalize five year plan in India. Prime Minister
is the head of NDC. The Council comprises the
Prime Minister, the Union Cabinet Ministers,
Chief Ministers of all States or their substitutes,
representatives of the Union Territories and the
members of the NITI Aayog.
Q.87.(C) Gautama Buddha born in Lumbini near
kapilavastu.he delivered first sermon at Sarnath.
he died at the age of 80 at Kusinagara.

Q.92.(B) George Yule was first english president of Indian
National Congress in 1888.
Q.93.(C) NSDL- National Securities Depository Limited
Q.94.(A) The constitutional amendment provision taken
from South African constitution
Q.95.(C) Baglihar Hydro power project is located on
Chenab river.
Q.96.(B) Idea of concurrent list in Indian constitution was
borrowed from Australia. There are 52 subjects
in concurrent list of VII schedule of Indian
Constitution.
Q.97.(A) Ramman is the folk dance of uttarakhand, which
is included in UNESCO'S intangible list in 2009.
It is held at the twin villages of Saloor-Dungra in
Chamoli district.
Q.98.(C) Edward Jenner (1749 - 1823) was invented the
smallpox vaccine in 1796.

Q.88.(A) West Bengal state first in production of Jute.

Discovery of Chloroform - James Simpson

Q.89.(A) Jalaluddin Khilji was founder of Khilji Dynasty

Discovery of penicillin - Alexander Fleming

Q.90.(C) The dance form of Gujarat is Garba.

Q.99.(B) In India farm credit is regulated by NABARD.

Q.91.(B) The Chernobyl nuclear accident is the biggest

Q.100.(A) Great Barrier Reef situated in Australia.

EXPLANATION/STENOGRAPHER/ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Q.101.(B) e.g. - He's planning to call on Katherine today.
Q.102.(B) e.g. - I had skated on thin ice by going to Shimla
without informing my parents.
Q.103.(C) Alive (adj.) - (of a person, animal, or plant)
living, not dead.
Q.104.(B) For other optionsPathology (n) - the study of the causes and
effects of disease or injury.
Cosmology (n) - the science of the origin and
development of the universe.
Radiology (n) - the science dealing with X-rays
and other high-energy radiation, especially
the use of such radiation for the diagnosis and
treatment of disease.
Q.105.(C) e.g. - I know this town like the back of my hand.
Q.106.(A) : ‘Sh’ shows that someone the action is going
on. Therefore, present continuous tense will be
used.
Q.107.(B) One cannot walk among one person. To 'walk

Q.108.(B)

Q.109.(A)
Q.110.(B)

Q.111.(A)

past' something (or someone) is ‘to walk by it
and pass it’.
Just (adj.) - a minor weakness or eccentricity in
someone's character.
For other optionsCourtly (adj.) - very polite or refined, as befitting
a royal court.
Partial (adj.) - favouring one side in a dispute
above the other; biased.
V2 should be used.
Conceited (adj.) - excessively proud of oneself;
vain.
For other optionsTentative (adj.) - not certain or fixed; provisional.
Diffident (adj.) - modest or shy because of a
lack of self-confidence.
The correct word is ‘reference’.

Q.112.(A) The correct word is ‘succinct (adj. - (especially

The Indian Army's Ahmednagar cantonment recently hosted a victory flame brought from the
National War Memorial in Delhi to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 1971 Indo-Pak war.
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of something written or spoken) briefly and
clearly expressed)’.

Q.113.(C) Feeble (adj.) - weak.
For other optionsFoible (n) - a minor weakness or eccentricity in
someone's character.
Q.114.(B) When ‘wh’ words (like what, why, etc.) are
present, the sentence is written in assertive
form.
Q.115.(C) Cordial (adj.) - warm and friendly.
For other optionsAloof (adj.) - not friendly or forthcoming; cool
and distant.
Q.116.(A) E.g. - I've got a catalogue somewhere and I'll
look it out if you're interested.
Q.117.(B) Imitation (n) - a thing intended to simulate or
copy something else.
Q.118.(C) ‘performance’ is considered as singular. So,
singular helping verb ‘has’ should be used.
Q.119.(A) Prestige (n) - denoting something that arouses
widespread respect or admiration.
Disregard the action or state of paying no
attention to something.
For other optionsRenown (n) - the condition of being known or
talked about by many people; fame.
Dignity (n) - the state or quality of being worthy
of honour or respect.
Repute (n) - the opinion generally held of
someone or something; the state of being
regarded in a particular way.
Q.120.(B) Fertile (adj.) - (of soil or land) producing or
capable of producing abundant vegetation or
crops.
Barren (adj.) - (of land) too poor to produce
much or any vegetation.
Q.121.(A) Flaw (n) - a mark, blemish, or other imperfection
which mars a substance or object.
Perfection (n) - the action or process of
improving something until it is faultless.
Q.122.(B) Since the ‘matter (n)’ is singular, singular
helping verb is needed making option (2) the
most apt.
Q.123.(B) Challenge (n) is ‘a call to prove or justify
something’. ‘When in challenge’ means one is
in a challenging situation.
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Q.124.(C) ‘at’ is correct as speed is mentioned.
By (preposition) - identifying the agent
performing an action.
Q.125.(B) The correct word is ‘supersede (v - take the place
of (a person or thing previously in authority or
use); supplant)’.
Q.126.(D) The correct word is ‘Pressure’.
Q.127.(D) The correct word is ‘Infinitely (adv. - to an
infinite extent or amount; without limit)’.
Q.128.(A) The correct word is ‘Option’.
Q.129.(B) e.g. - I've learned my lesson from dating
actors—once bitten, twice shy.
Q.130.(A) For other optionsSpongy (adj.) - like a sponge, especially in
being porous, compressible, or absorbent.
Q.131.(D) No Error
Q.132.(B) Exasperation (n) - a feeling of intense irritation
or annoyance.
For other optionsPique (n) - a feeling of irritation or resentment
resulting from a slight, especially to one's pride.
Resentment (n) - bitter indignation at having
been treated unfairly.
Q.133.(C) e.g. - You'll come out of the show grinning from
ear to ear.
Q.134.(C) I hear’ is correct as certain verbs like hear, feel
are used in their base form only.
Q.135.(B) Accurate (adj.) - correct; exact.
Q.136.(D) Since the activity is of past, the only option
having past helping verb ‘was’ will be the
correct option.
Q.137.(A) We use the phrase "friend of mine" when we
want to ‘describe the person in question.
Q.138.(D) ‘takes’ is correct as the sentence is in present
indefinite tense.
Q.139.(A) ‘Besides’ means ‘apart from’.
Q.140.(B) For other optionsCoerce (v) - persuade (an unwilling person) to
do something by using force or threats.
Threaten (v) - cause (someone or something) to
be vulnerable or at risk; endanger.
Subject (v) - bring (a person or country) under
one's control or jurisdiction, typically by using
force.
Q.141.(C) has (singular helping verb for singular subject)
few (countable adjective for countable noun).

India hockey team skipper Rani Rampal will compete with chess ace Koneru Humpy and young
shooter Manu Bhaker for the BBC 'Indian Sportswoman of the Year' award after being nominated for
the honour along with two others.
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Q.142.(B)
Q.143.(D)

Q.144.(D)

Q.145.(A)

Q.146.(C)

Q.147.(C)

Q.148.(B)

Q.149.(B)
Q.150.(C)
Q.151.(B)
Q.152.(C)
Q.153.(A)

Both ‘little’ and ‘much’ are uncountable
adjectives.
E.g. - Can you give me a hand with these bags?
Since the action is taking place right now,
present continuous tense (is/am/are + V + ‘ing’)
will be used.
For other optionsDisciplinarian (n) - a person who believes in or
practises firm discipline.
Antiquarian (adj.) - relating to or dealing in
antiques or rare books.
Antiquarian (adj.) - relating to or dealing in
antiques or rare books.
Absurd (adj.) - wildly unreasonable.
Ridiculous (adj.) - deserving or inviting derision
or mockery; absurd.
For other optionsRational (adj.) - based on or in accordance with
reason or logic.
Fiction (n) - something that is invented or
untrue.
Fantasy (n) - an idea with no basis in reality.
For other optionsLiterature (n) - written works, especially those
considered of superior or lasting artistic merit.
For other optionsForgery (n) - the action of forging a copy or
imitation of a document, signature, banknote,
or work of art.
Substitute (v) - a person or thing acting or
serving in place of another.
Dishearten (v) - cause (someone) to lose
determination or confidence; discourage.
For other optionsIndispose (v) - make (someone) unfit for or
unable to do something.
Dampen (v) - make slightly wet.
‘rose’ should replace ‘rise’ as the sentence is in
past tense.
The correct word is ‘existence’.
On (preposition) - physically in contact with
and supported by (a surface).
Since movement of the Earth has been
mentioned, speed is the most appropriate word
to be used here.
Relative pronoun ‘which (used referring
to something previously mentioned when

Q.154.(D)
Q.155.(A)
Q.156.(D)
Q.157.(A)
Q.158.(C)

Q.159.(B)
Q.160.(B)
Q.161.(D)
Q.162.(A)

Q.163.(C)

Q.164.(C)

Q.165.(A)

Q.166.(B)

introducing a clause giving further information)’
should be used here.
‘have to’ is correct as it is used to ‘say that
something is required or necessary’.
‘than’ should be used as comparison is being
made.
Roughly (adv.) - in a manner lacking gentleness;
harshly or violently.
‘an’ should be used as there is vowel sound.
Major (adj.) - important, serious, or significant.
For other optionsMajestic (adj.) - greatness, dignity.
Magnetic (adj.) - exhibiting or relating to
magnetism.
Of (preposition) - expressing the relationship
between a part and a whole.
Tributary (n) - a river or stream flowing into a
larger river or lake.
No substitution required.
Spiritual (adj.) - relating to or affecting the
human spirit or soul as opposed to material or
physical things; non-material.
Material (adj.) - denoting or consisting of
physical objects rather than the mind or spirit.
For other optionsEthereal (adj.) - extremely delicate and light in
a way that seems not to be of this world.
Divine (adj.) - of or like God or a god.
Sacred (adj.) - religious rather than secular.
For other optionsOutlive (v) - (of a person) live longer than
(another person).
For other optionsInvader (n) - a person or group that invades a
country, region, or other place.
Novice (n) - a person new to and inexperienced
in a job or situation.
Amateur (n) - a person who is incompetent or
inept at a particular activity.
Condone (v) - accept (behaviour that is
considered morally wrong or offensive).
Impose (v) - force (an unwelcome decision or
ruling) on someone.
For other optionsForbid (v) - refuse to allow (something).
For other options-

Maharashtra Government is planning to set up a large incubation centre for start-ups near Mumbai in
association with Nasscom.
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SSC
Q.167.(B)
Q.168.(A)
Q.169.(C)
Q.170.(B)
Q.171.(D)
Q.172.(D)

Q.173.(C)
Q.174.(D)

Q.175.(C)

Q.176.(D)

Q.177.(D)
Q.178.(B)
Q.179.(C)
Q.180.(D)

Q.181.(A)

114

STENOGRAPHER (C&D)
Gymnasium (n) - a room or building equipped
for gymnastics, games, and other physical
exercise.
Since ‘usually’ is present, it shows habitual
action (Present Indefinite tense). So, ‘takes his
wife’ will be correct.
We use ‘used to’ when talking about a past
habit.
The correct word is Usurp (v - take (a position
of power or importance) illegally or by force).
‘Agree’ takes ‘to’ with it when agreement is
shown with a situation/idea. In case of a person,
‘with’ is used.
The correct word is ‘experiment’.
Some verbs such as make, see, watch, bid, etc.
are followed by bare infinitive (Verb first form
without ‘to’).
‘for’ is used with ‘fondness (n - affection or
liking for someone or something)’.
Since two contradicting things have been
mentioned separated by comma in the sentence,
we must use ‘although (adv. - even though) in
the beginning.
For other optionsAlias (n) - a false or assumed identity.
Imposter (n) - a person who pretends to be
someone else.
Ancestor (n) - a person, typically one more
remote than a grandparent, from whom one is
descended.
When we state imaginary situations (e.g. – were
I a bird, were I the PM, etc.), we use were with
‘I’.
Gradually (adv.) - slowly.
E.g. - Little by little the money dried up.
‘Bother’ shows exclamation and is used to
‘express mild irritation or impatience’.
The correct word is ‘Ability (n - possession of
the means or skill to do something)’.
For other optionsPlausible (adj.) - seeming reasonable or
probable.
Credible (adj.) - able to be believed; convincing.
For other optionsAcute (adj.) - (of a disease or its symptoms)
severe but of short duration.
Rapture (n) - a feeling of intense pleasure or joy.
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Agony (n) - intense pain of mind or body.
Q.182.(C) e.g. - If you don't agree with him, don't be afraid
to speak your mind.
Q.183.(D) Impudent (adj.) - not showing due respect for
another person.
Modest (adj.) - unassuming in the estimation of
one's abilities or achievements.
For other optionsArrant (adj.) - complete, utter.
Brazen (adj.) - bold and without shame.
Blatant (adj.) - (of bad behaviour) done openly
and unashamedly.
Q.184.(C) Foundation (n) - an underlying basis or
principle; basis; base.
Q.185.(B) V2 will be used as the sentence states action
being done in the recent past (word ‘last’ is
present before night).
Q.186.(D) ‘so attentively’ will be correct as an adverb is
needed to qualify the manner in which the work
is being done.
Q.187.(A) E.g. - We had a dry run of the inauguration for
the new auditorium.
Q.188.(D) Catastrophe (n) - an event causing great and
usually sudden damage or suffering; a disaster;
calamity.
For other optionsRestraint (n) - the action of keeping someone or
something under control.
Q.189.(D) ‘In case’ means ‘as a provision against
something happening or being true’.
Q.190.(D) In interrogative sentence, ‘much’ is used with
uncountable noun.
Q.191.(C) The answer lies at the beginning of the passage.
Q.192.(D) The answer lies at the end of the first paragraph.
Q.193.(A) The answer lies in the mid of the first paragraph.
Q.194.(A) Predator (n) - an animal that naturally preys on
others.
Q.195.(B) The answer lies at the end of the passage.
Q.196.(A) The answer lies at the end of the passage.
Q.197.(B) The passage explains how wars are carried on
over small/unimportant things. That is why
option (2) is the most appropriate one.
Q.198.(C) The answer lies in the end of the first and
beginning of the second paragraph.
Q.199.(A) The answer lies in the beginning of the passage.
Q.200.(B) The answer lies in the mid of the first paragraph.

The reform measures announced in the Budget 2022- 22 will play a big role in India becoming a
USD 5-trillion economy and beyond, Chief Economic Adviser K V Subramanian said.

