
  



ECONOMY 

Citi keeps 2016-17 growth at 7.7% on monsoon  

According to the global financial services major, noted that it is comfortable holding on to its 7.7 per cent 

2016-17 GDP growth forecast for now because of rural economy boost from a better monsoon and 7th Pay 

Commission impact on public sector salaries. 

Oracle India joins SBI to foster digital skills initiative 

Global software and Cloud major Oracle India announced a corporate citizenship collaboration with State 

Bank of India (SBI) and launched the 'D-Change' programme which will support education and learning, 

women's empowerment and rural skills development in the country. 

ICICI Bank teams up with Apollo to set up ARC 

With the banking sector buffeted by bad loans, the country's largest private lender ICICI Bank has teamed 

up with private equity major Apollo Global Management to launch an asset reconstruction company. ICICI 

and Apollo have signed a memorandum of understanding to set up the ARC, which will acquire debt from 

lenders and also take equity stakes in borrowers, a bank statement read. 

TCHFL unveils low interest home loan at 4% for weaker section 

Tata Capital Housing Finance Ltd (TCHFL) announced a new home loan scheme Prapti targeted at low 

income group under the affordable housing plan. "By providing home loans at subsidised interest rates from 

4 per cent, TCHFL will help individuals to realise their dream of buying their own home. Prapti is a step 

towards governments Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana envisaging to provide affordable houses to the urban 

poor by 2022. 

HDFC issues world's first Masala bond listing in LSE 

HDFC, India's largest private sector mortgage lender, today raised Rs 30 billion by issuing the world's first 

ever "Masala" or rupee-denominated bond outside India in London Stock Exchange, a landmark event that 

will boost economic ties between India and the UK post Brexit. Masala Bonds are rupee-denominated bonds 

issued to overseas buyers.  

GST Bill passed in Rajya Sabha; decks cleared for India's biggest tax reform  

In the biggest tax reform since Independence, the national sales tax or GST Bill was approved by the Rajya 

Sabha to replace a raft of different state and local taxes with a single unified value added tax system to turn 

the country into world's biggest single market. The 66-year-old Constitution, which gives power to Centre 

to levy taxes like excise, and empowers states to collect retail sales taxes, was amended though the 122nd 

Constitution Amendment Bill. 

BSE signs MOU with IIT Kanpur  

Leading stock exchange BSE today signed an agreement with Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur for 

collaboration in the areas including cyber security. The key highlights of the MoU include cooperation for 

cyber security research in financial markets, developing an environment to deal with cyber security 

challenges and tools to strengthen cyber security as also to advise BSE in its cyber related issues. 

  



RBI's Rajan launches 'Sachet' to curb illegal collection of deposits  

RBI's Rajan launches 'Sachet' to curb illegal collection of deposits. A week before the announcement of 

monetary policy, the Reserve Bank of India Governor Raghuram Rajan launched "Sachet" a web portal to 

curb illegal collection of deposits. The website will help enhance coordination among regulators and State 

Government agencies and thus be useful in curbing instances of unauthorised acceptance of deposits by 

unscrupulous entities. 

 

Govt pegs inflation target at 4% for 5 years  

Government notified 4 per cent inflation target with a range of plus/minus 2 per cent for the next five years 

under the monetary policy framework agreement with the Reserve Bank. 

In view of the powers conferred by Section 45ZA of the RBI Act 1934, the central government, in 

consultation with the bank, hereby notifies the inflation target beginning from the date of publication of this 

notification and ending on the March 31, 2021.  

The notification fixes inflation target at 4 per cent with upper tolerance level of 6 per cent and lower limit of 

2 per cent. 

HDFC board gives green signal to HDFC Life-Max merger  

Moving a step closer to form the country's biggest private sector life insurer, the board of HDFC approved 

the merger of Max Life and Max Financial Services with its insurance arm HDFC Standard Life Insurance 

Company. The total premium of the merged entity is expected to be nearly Rs 26,000 crore and assets under 

management will top Rs 1 lakh crore. In the private life insurance space, only ICICI Prudential Life Insurance 

had reported AUM of Rs 1 lakh crore. 

NTPC, CSIRO collaborate for research in low emission tech  

NTPC Limited and Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (CSIRO) which is 

Australia’s National Science Organization and largest scientific enterprise have signed a “Letter of Intent” 

(LOI) for scientific collaboration and encourage joint research activities in the area of low emission energy 

technologies including advance combustion and gasification technologies and renewables. The LOI was 

signed by Shri R.K Srivastava, Executive Director (NETRA) at NETRA Greater Noida and Mr Peter 

Mayfield, Director CSIRO, Energy Queensland, Australia. 

NCML in pact with Syndicate Bank for warehousing services  

Agri-logistics Company National Collateral Management Services Ltd (NCML) entered into a strategic 

partnership Syndicate Bank for collateral management and warehousing services.  NCML Collateral 

Management Head Rosaiah Yeluri and Syndicate Bank General Manager M Mohan Reddy signed the 

agreement. 

RBL Bank eyes 1,230 cr in first private bank IPO in a decade  

In the first IPO by a private sector lender in a decade, Kolhapur-headquartered RBL Bank announced 

Rs.1,230 crore initial public offer (IPO). The plan includes raising up to Rs.832.50 crore through the issue 

of fresh shares and up to Rs.380 crore in an offer-for-sale by existing shareholders. The share sale, accounting 



for 10-11 per cent stake, will give the bank a valuation of over Rs.12, 000 crore. RBL Bank, formerly known 

as Ratnakar Bank, has fixed a price band of Rs.224-225, slated to open August 19. The IPO was stuck for 

quite some time due to a pending case which the bank recently settled with the markets regulator SEBI, 

paving way for the share sale. 

Jaitley to launch MSME databank, finance facilitation centres  

Finance minister Arun Jaitley will launch a databank to gather information about micro, small, and medium 

enterprises besides Online Finance Facilitation Centres to provide collective funding options for MSMEs. 

Through the databank, we shall carry out a census of MSMEs online for the first time. The move to go online 

will help save money as the previous census conducted in 2008 cost Rs 50 crore, whereas this one is expected 

to be completed in just around Rs 1 crore. 

BSE gets approval to establish international exchange at GIFT  

Leading stock exchange BSE said it has got approval from the Corporate Affairs Ministry to establish 

BSE International Exchange and BSE International Clearing Corporation at Gujarat International Finance 

Tec-city (GIFT). The exchange had signed an MoU with GIFT SEZ Ltd in January 2015 to set up the two 

entities at the GIFT city -- India's first International Financial Services Centre (IFSC). 

WPI inflation hits 23-month high of 3.55% in July  

Wholesale inflation soared to a 23-month high of 3.55 per cent in July as vegetables, pulses and sugar turned 

costlier. The wholesale price-based inflation, reflecting the annual rate of price rise, in June stood at 1.62 per 

cent. In July 2015, WPI inflation was (-) 4.00 per cent. The wholesale inflation last witnessed at a higher 

level than the July 2016 was in August 2014 at 3.74 per cent. 

Asia Index launches 'S&P BSE Liquid Rate Index  

Asia Index, a joint-venture between S&P Dow Jones Indices and BSE, launched a new index to measure the 

performance of Collateralised Borrowing and Lending Obligation (CBLO) rate – one of most liquid rates in 

the country – over a period of time. The new index – S&P BSE Liquid Rate Index – can be used to create 

exchange traded funds for both retail and institutional investors. The index is designed to measure the returns 

from a daily rolling deposit at the CBLO rate, Asia Index said in a statement. 

Ind-Ra upticks GDP forecast to 7.8%; growth on but not speedy  

Ind-Ra has revised upwards India’s economic growth forecast to 7.8 per cent for the ongoing fiscal on better 

monsoon, but said the economy is just "chugging along" despite the euphoria emerging after the formation 

Modi government at the Centre. India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) has revised its gross domestic product 

estimate for 2016-17 upwards to 7.8 per cent from its earlier forecast of 7.7 per cent.  

India's GDP to expand by 7.9% this financial year: Goldman Sachs  

Indian economy is expected to clock 7.9 per cent growth in the current fiscal driven by better monsoon, 

government pay hike, key reforms, and FDI inflows, Goldman Sachs. The global financial services major 

said the GDP is expected to improve gradually and for the April-June quarter it may slow a tad to 7.8 per 

cent, in part due to unfavourable base. It had grown at 7.9 per cent in the previous quarter. 

  



  



RBI retains too big to fail tag for SBI, ICICI Bank  

RBI retained 'too big to fail' tag for the state-owned SBI and private lender ICICI Bank for the second year 

in a row, calling them systemically important banks for 2016 requiring higher level of supervision. Based on 

the Domestic Systemically Important Banks (D-SIBs) Framework and data collected from lenders as on 

March 31, 2016, these two have again been declared D-SIBs in 2016.  

Unified Payments Interface to go live for customers of 21 banks  

In a push to a cash-less economy, National Payments Corporation of India’s Unified Payments Interface is 

ready and customers of 21 banks will in a day or two be able to send and collect money via a smartphone. A 

brainchild of RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan, the UPI, which works on single click two-factor 

authentication, will allow a customer to have multiple virtual addresses for accounts in various banks. The 

UPI app of 19 banks will be available on Google Play Store in two-three working days for download. The 

details of the service will be available on the websites of the 21 banks. The new payments interface will also 

provide an option for scheduling push and pull transactions, such as sharing bills among peers. 

RBI lets banks issue masala bonds to meet capital requirements  

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced a raft of measures to boost investor participation and market 

liquidity in both the corporate bond and currency markets. The central bank will allow commercial banks to 

issue rupee bonds in overseas markets — known as Masala bonds, both for their capital requirement and for 

financing infrastructure and affordable housing, according to an RBI statement. With an aim to reduce risk 

in banking sector, RBI has proposed to limit exposure of a bank to a business group to up to 25 per cent of 

its capital, down from the existing 55 per cent, the central banks said in a Draft Large Exposures (LE) 

Framework. 

Finance Ministry sets up panel to suggest steps to promote card payments  

With an aim to discourage cash transactions, the Finance Ministry has set up a high-level committee to 

suggest steps to promote card payments through incentives like tax rebates and cash back schemes. The 11-

member committee, headed by former Finance Secretary Ratan P Watal, will recommend various measures 

to “incentivise transactions through cards and digital means, e.g., through tax rebates/incentives, introduction 

of cash back/lottery,” the ministry said. 

Canara Bank launches UPI mobile app  

Public sector Canara Bank has launched a Unified Payment Interface (UPI) app named "empower". The 

mobile app works on NPCI (National Payments Corporation of India) platform and enables bank customers 

pay and collect using this single app, the bank said. The mobile app is available for download from Google 

play store, the bank said in a release here, adding it was launched at the Board of Directors conclave. 

Non-Canara Bank customers can also use this application to link accounts held in other banks and use it for 

a host of financial and non-financial services, the release said. 

 MobiKwik partners with 12 electricity boards in 8 states  

Mobile payments company MobiKwik announced tie-up with 12 electricity boards in eight states to allow 

customers to pay their bills using its website or app. The electricity boards that have been partnered with 



include Bhagalpur Electricity Private Limited, India Power Corporation Limited, DNHPD, Rajasthan Vidyut 

Vitran Nigam, Tripura State Electricity Board, Madhya Pradesh Madhya Kshetra, Madhya Pradesh Paschim 

Kshetra Vidyut Vitaran, Madhya Pradesh Poorv Kshetra Jabalpur, Daman and Diu Electricity, Calcutta 

Electricity Supply, Meghalaya Electricity and Odisha Discom. 

Indian economy to grow at 7.8% in 2016-17: FICCI Survey  

India's economy is likely to expand 7.8 per cent during the current financial year on the back of good 

monsoons, said economists polled by FICCI (Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry). 

Releasing the latest survey, FICCI said there has been a "marginal improvement" in growth estimate for 

2016-17 as against the previous round and "this comes at the back of better performance of the agriculture 

and industry sector".  

Max Life launches child plan for education  

Max Life Insurance has launched 'Max Life Future Genius Education Plan' to make parents ready to meet 

money needs for children education. It will not only meet the financial protection to meet a child's academic 

potential, the plan also offers flexibility, it said. 

NPCI launches Bharat Bill Payment System pilot project  

National Payments Corporation of India said that it has launched the pilot project for Bharat Bill Payment 

System (BBPS) with 26 Bharat Bill Payment Operating Units. BBPS is the Reserve Bank mandated system 

which will provide interoperable bill payment services to customers. 

SBI offers 'Hope Loans' at reduced interest rates  

SBI announced the launch of a special financing scheme 'Hope Loans', under which customers can avail 

credit facility at lower rates.  

India has highest number of people living below poverty line: World Bank  

According to the World Bank inaugural edition of the report 'Poverty and Shared Prosperity'India accounted 

for the largest number of people living below international poverty line in 2013, with 30 per cent of its 

population under the $1.90-a- day poverty measure. 

RBI cuts repo rate by 25 bps in fourth bi-monthly policy  

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) cut repo rate by 25 bps to 6.25 per cent. Reverse repo rate under the LAF 

stands adjusted to 5.75 per cent, and the marginal standing facility (MSF) rate and the Bank Rate to 6.75 per 

cent. This was the central bank’s fourth bi-monthly policy statement for the year 2016-17. 

 Automation threatens 69% of jobs in India, 77% in China: World Bank 

Automation threatens 69% of jobs in India, 77% in China, according to a World Bank research which says 

that technology could fundamentally disrupt the pattern of traditional economic paths in developing 

countries. 

Cabinet approves pact between EXIM Bank, NDB  

Union Cabinet approved a pact between Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) and BRICS-promoted 

New Development Bank (NDB), along with other development financial institutions of member nations, 

with an aim to strengthen trade and economic ties. 



RBI permits 100 per cent FDI in ‘other financial services’ 

The Reserve Bank of India has permitted 100 per cent foreign direct investment in ‘Other Financial Services’ 

carried out by non-banking finance firms. 

Sebi launches online system for investment advisers, analysts  

"Sebi has introduced an online system for investment advisers and research analysts to promote ease of 

operations in terms of e-registration, compliance reporting, etc. 

Government, World Bank sign $650 million pact for eastern corridor project  

Multilateral lending agency World Bank and India signed a USD 650-million loan agreement for the Eastern 

Dedicated Freight Corridor (EDFC). This the third loan agreement that the World Bank has signed for the 

Eastern Corridor, which is 1,840 km long and extends from Ludhiana to Kolkata. 

TPREL inks pact with SECI for 100 MW solar project in AP  

Tata Power Renewable Energy Ltd (TPREL) has signed Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) with Solar Corp 

of India for a 100 MW solar project at Anantapuram solar park in Andhra Pradesh. The commercial 

operations date (COD) of the project as per the PPA is October 16, 2017, Tata Power said in a statement. 

MMTC ties up with banks to sell Indian Gold Coin 

State-run trading firm MMTC has tied up with seven banks, including ICICI and HDFC Bank, to sell 

government minted ‘Indian Gold Coin’ in order to cash in on the Dhanteras buying rush. The Indian Gold 

Coin is available in denominations of 5 gm and 10 gm coin and 20 gm bar and is available at about 383 

MMTC outlets across India now.  

Kotak Mahindra Bank to acquire BSS Microfinance for Rs 139 cr  

Private sector Kotak Mahindra Bank said it will acquire BSS Microfinance for Rs 139.2 crore to reach a 

wider customer base.  

MoneyTap launches credit line app  

Bengaluru-based start-up MoneyTap launched an app-based credit line as a facility for consumers to borrow 

money up to Rs.5 lakh or even as little as Rs.3,000 at low interest rates for flexible tenure. 

RBI hikes foreign investment caps in government securities  

Reserve Bank increased the investment limits for foreign portfolio investors in government securities by 

Rs100 billion to Rs2, 100 billion and also upped the limits in state government securities. 

Tata fosters another startup, invests in fitness co GOQii  

Adding one more to his startup funding list, leading industrialist and serial investor Ratan Tata has invested 

in virtual fitness coaching platform, GOQii.  

8% economic growth not before 2018-19: Fitch  

Fitch Ratings projected Indian economy to grow at a slower pace of 7.4 per cent in the current fiscal and 

touch 8 per cent growth only in 2018-19. 

Reliance-Dassault JV to execute Rafale deal  

The Anil Ambani-led Reliance group said it had tied up with Dassault Aviation to help the French company 

spend up to $4.51 billion that it must invest in India as part of a recent Rafael fighter jet deal it clinched. 



India's GDP growth to remain strong: World Bank  

Describing South Asia as a global growth hotspot, the World Bank has said India's GDP growth will remain 

strong at 7.6 percent in 2016 and 7.7 percent in 2017.  

ADB to provide $500 mn loan for putting up solar rooftops  

Multi-lateral lender Asian Development Bank (ADB) will extend a USD 500 million loan for installing solar 

rooftop systems to help India expand its renewable energy footprint.  

IMF predicts strong 7.6% growth for India in 2016, 2017 

The IMF projected a robust 7.6 per cent growth rate for India in 2016 and 2017, but asked the government 

to continue reforming its tax system and eliminate subsidies to provide more resources for investments in 

infrastructure, education and healthcare. 

Vodafone arm ties up with Microsoft as cloud service partner 

Vodafone Business Services (VBS), the enterprise arm of Vodafone India, has tied up with Microsoft as a 

cloud service partner, a company statement said. 

 Tata Motors strikes South Africa hire company supply deal  

Tata Motors has struck a major deal with a South African car hire company to supply its Bolt 1.2 Turbo 

hatchbacks for Tempest Car Hire's rental fleet. 

Intex partners with Tata's mRUPEE for mobile wallet service  

Domestic handset maker Intex has partnered with mRUPEE, a Tata Teleservices subsidiary, to launch mobile 

wallet Intex MyWallet. The wallet will offer easy and quick integrated payment functionalities and 

conveniences within the device related to recharge, money transfer, shopping, booking train, movie, and bus 

tickets and more in just one click.  

P V Sindhu new brand ambassador of Vizag Steel  

Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Limited, the corporate entity of Vizag Steel has roped in badminton champion and 

Rio silver medallist P V Sindhu as its brand ambassador.  

Tata Communication, Skylab join hands to take IoT far and wide  

Tata Communications and Skylab, a Singapore-based technology solutions provider, have announced a 

partnership to help more enterprises adopt the Internet of Things (IoT). 

Ssangyong to form JV for manufacturing base in China  

Mahindra Group's South Korean arm Ssangyong Motor Co is forming a joint venture with China's Shaanxi 

Automobile Group to set up a manufacturing plant in the world's largest automobile market.  

Toyota, Suzuki tying up in technology, ecology partnership  

Toyota, the world’s top automaker, and Suzuki, a Japanese rival that specializes in tiny vehicles, are tying 

up in a partnership to work together in developing technology for the environment, safety, and information 

networking. 

Bank of Baroda appoints P V Sindhu and K Srikanth as brand ambassadors  

Public sector bank Bank of Baroda, has signed a principal sponsorship contract for three year with badminton 

Olympians P V Sindhu and K Srikanth.  



WPI inflation slows to 3.57% as vegetable prices soften  

Wholesale inflation eased to 3.57 percent in September as food articles, led by vegetables, witnessed 

softening of prices.  

Russian oil major Rosneft-led group acquires Essar Oil for $13 bn 

Russia's state-controlled oil giant Rosneft and its partners on Saturday acquired India's second biggest private 

oil firm Essar Oil in an all-cash deal valued at about $13 billion. 

CAD likely to stay below 1 pc of GDP this year: DBS  

India's current account deficit is likely to stay below 1 per cent of GDP this year, largely due to a sharp fall 

in the trade deficit as against last year, says a DBS research report. India’s trade deficit in September stood 

at USD 8.33 billion when the trade gap was the highest in the last nine months. 

Tata Trusts and GE Healthcare to skill 10,000 youths in healthcare sector  

Tata Trusts and GE Healthcare announced a partnership to train 10,000 youth in various technical areas of 

healthcare over a three-year period. The partnership will focus on bridging the skills gap in healthcare 

technical or operating staff.  

Cochin Shipyard, Engineers India ink MoU for LNG carriers  

Giving a big boost to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's ambitious Make in India programme, Cochin Shipyard 

and Engineers India have joined hands for design and construction of small scale LNG carriers.  

L&T Technology bags multi-million dollar contract; shares gain  

Share price of L&T Technology Services   gained 1.6 percent intraday as it has received a new multiyear, 

multi-million dollar contract with a large global semi-conductor company.  

HCL Tech to buy Butler America Aerospace for $85mn  

IT services major HCL Technologies said that it will acquire Butler America Aerospace for USD 85 million 

in cash, a move aimed at strengthening its position in the aerospace and defence engineering services space. 

Cyrus Mistry removed as Tata Sons chairman, Ratan Tata returns as interim chief  

In a big change, the Tata Sons board replaced Cyrus Mistryas chairman. Ratan Tata will be the interim 

chairman for four months. Cyrus Mistry had replaced Ratan Tata on December 29, 2012 

Flipkart CFO Sanjay Baweja resigns, replacement unclear 

Flipkart chief financial officer Sanjay Baweja has resigned from the company after a period in which the 

online marketplace ceded ground to Amazon India and struggled to raise fresh funds, two people familiar 

with the matter said. 

IBM acquires Sanovi Technologies to expand disaster recovery services  

In a bid to expand "Disaster Recovery" services for Hybrid Cloud, software giant IBM signed a definitive 

agreement to acquire Bengaluru-based Sanovi Technologies. IBM plans to integrate the Sanovi capabilities 

into the IBM Global Technology Services unit by the end of 2016. 

HP ties up with Intel to launch Centre of Excellence Bengaluru  

Hewlett Packard Enterprise (HPE) India joined hands with Intel to launch a Centre of Excellence (CoE) that 

will help demonstrate High Performance Computing (HPC) as a service for customers. 



  



INTERNATIONAL 

Japan's PM picks hawkish defence minister in limited reshuffle  

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe appointed conservative ally Tomomi Inada as defence minister today, 

which risked upsetting China and South Korea, as part of a limited cabinet reshuffle that left most top posts 

unchanged. 

Pushpa Kamal Dahal 'Prachanda' elected 39th PM of Nepal  

Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist Chairperson (CPN-MC) Pushpa Kamal Dahal was elected as the 

39th Prime Minister of Nepal on Wednesday, with more than 360 lawmakers voting for him. Dahal was the 

sole claimant to the post of prime minister, when he filed his candidacy at the Parliament Secretariat on 

Tuesday. 

India inks MoU with Mozambique to import 3.75 lakh tonne pulses    

India has signed a memorandum of understanding with Mozambique to import 3,75,000 tonnes 

of pulses during 2016-19. The government has signed a MoU with the government of Mozambique, which 

fixes targets of minimum quantities of import of tur and other pulses from Mozambique over three financial 

years. 

Exim Bank extends credit to Malawi for water supply management  

Export-Import Bank of India (Exim Bank) said it has given an additional line of credit (LoC) of USD 23.50 

million to Malawi for construction of a new water supply management from Likhubula River in Mulanje to 

Blantyre. The LoC will be used for sourcing of goods and services from India, the bank said in a statement 

here today. Under the LoC, Exim Bank will reimburse 100 per cent of contract value to the Indian exporters, 

upfront upon shipment of goods.  

Cabinet gives nod to sign pact with Croatia on eco cooperation  

The Cabinet gave its nod for signing and ratification of an agreement between India and Croatia on economic 

cooperation.  India and Croatia had earlier signed an agreement on trade and economic cooperation in 

September, 1994, with an aim to promote and develop bilateral trade and economic relations. Signing of the 

new agreement between India and Croatia would be a step in continuity as the existing agreement expired in 

November, 2009 

Modi, Putin, Jayalalithaa Jointly Dedicate Kudankulam Plant I to India  

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin dedicated Kudankulam Nuclear Power 

Project's (KKNPP) first unit to the country today. Both the leaders, along with Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 

JJayalalithaa spoke through video conferencing today. They jointly inaugurated the Unit-I of the plant. 

 

UN to issue stamp to mark M S Subbulakshmis birth centenary  

To honour the legacy of India’s Carnatic music legend M.S. Subbulakshmi, the United Nations will issue a 

stamp to mark her birth centenary next week, coinciding with the celebrations of India’s 70th Independence 



Day. The U.N. Postal Administration will issue the stamp to mark Subbulakshmi’s birth centenary, India’s 

Permanent Mission to the U.N. said in a press statement. 

CCRAS inks MoU with Latvia varsity for ayurveda research  

The Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS) signed a MoU with University of Latvia 

for establishment of an academic chair for ayurveda research in the European nation.  The Memorandum of 

Understanding was signed by CCRAS Director General Vaidya K S Dhiman and Valdis from University of 

Latvia in the presence of AYUSH Secretary Ajit M Sharan and Stella Ankrava, first secretary, Lativa 

Embassy. The MoU will provide a structured framework for taking forward academic and research activities 

in Ayurveda through deputation of an Ayurveda Professor to the University of Latvia. 

Indo-Canadian Sikh MP is first woman Leader of House  

An Indo-Canadian Sikh Cabinet Minister Bardish Chagger, was sworn in as the new leader of the government 

in the House of Commons, becoming the first woman to hold the position in the Canadian parliament, the 

media reported. Chagger, 36, replaces House leader Dominic LeBlanc. 

India, Germany sign pact on vocational training  

Deepening collaboration on skill development, India and Germany signed an agreement that aims to foster 

conditions that will help create and improve workplace-based vocational training in India's industrial 

clusters.  Under the pact, German technical assistance will be used to enhance industry institute partnerships 

between Indian and German organizations, build capacity of local training institutions and foster industry 

linkages which will help adapt elements of the German dual system into the Indian context. 

The agreement was signed between the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) and 

(German International Cooperation (GIZ) and will initiate a new project focused on adapting elements of the 

German dual system in select industrial clusters in India.  

Ministry of AYUSH and US Pharmacopeia Convention partner to strengthen quality of traditional 

medicine  

The Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian Medicine & Homoeopathy (PCIM&H) under the Ministry of 

AYUSH and the United States Pharmacopeia Convention (USP) signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU) in New Delhi for cooperation in the field of traditional medicine, and to collaborate in the 

identification, development, and dissemination of science-based standards in this field at an international 

level. The aim of this historic MoU is to promote the safety, quality, and integrity of traditional medicines 

and botanical dietary supplements. 

Govt gives nod to signing of pact with Myanmar on traditional  

The Government gave its nod to signing of a pact between India and Myanmar in the field of traditional 

system of medicines.  The pact aims to provide a structured frame work for cooperation between both the 

countries and for promotion of AYUSH and traditional systems of medicine in Myanmar. The Cabinet 

chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave its nod to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) which 

will provide "structured frame work for cooperation" between the both the nations in this field. 

  



Obama to create world's largest protected marine area off Hawaii  

Barack Obama has created the world’s largest marine protected area by expanding an existing ocean reserve 

off Hawaii to cover 582,578 square miles, providing what’s likely to be the grandest, and final, chapter in 

the president’s conservation legacy. The sweeping move quadruples the size of the Papahānaumokuākea 

marine national monument, which was originally designated by George W Bush in 2006 and was declared a 

World Heritage site in 2010. 

Pakistan to host 19th SAARC Summit on 9-10 November 

Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif invited the leaders of SAARC Member States to grace the Summit 

with their presence and said that he is looking forward to welcome them at Islamabad. Nine Observers of 

SAARC have also been invited to attend the Summit. 

China to launch first driverless subway line in 2017 

China's first driverless subway line in the capital city Beijing, is expected to start operations at the end of 

2017. Operations on the Yanfang line will be fully automatic, including train departures, door opening and 

closing, and cleaning. The move will also help strengthen China's presence in the global rail transport 

industry and ensure the security of the country's key infrastructure facilities, it said. 

India, US sign military logistics agreement  

The US and India signed an agreement governing the use of each other’s land, air and naval bases for repair 

and resupply, a step toward building defence ties as they seek to counter the growing maritime assertiveness 

of China.  

India, Myanmar join hands to promote traditional medicine  

India and Myanmar have joined hands to enhance bilateral cooperation between the two countries in the field 

of traditional medicine. Indian government signed an agreement with the Government of Myanmar to 

enhance bilateral cooperation between the two countries. Secretary, Ministry of Ayush Ajit Mohan Sharan 

and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of Myanmar, U Kyaw Tin signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) here, an official statement said. 

IIT Kanpur signs MoU with Tel Aviv University for cyber security  

Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (IIT-K) is gradually ramping up its cyber security research work in 

the campus and meticulously forging alliances with top institutions in the world. In the latest development, 

IIT-K has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Blavatnik Interdisciplinary Cyber 

Research Center (ICRC) of Tel Aviv University. This would facilitate bi-lateral academic relationships, 

cooperative research and teaching projects in select fields. 

Chinese military commissions its 1st air ambulance  

China has commissioned its first military air ambulance for cross-border army operations, naval missions 

and evacuation of wounded military personnel. The Military Transportation Institute under the Logistics 

Support Department of China's Central Military Commission (CMC) completed the final month-long 

environmental qualification test on China's first air ambulance jointly developed through military-civilian 

cooperation, state-run People's Daily reported. 



Estonia's parliament elects country's first female president 

Kersti Kaljulaid, 46, a former EU budget auditor, received 81 votes in the election for the five-year 

presidential term, well above the two-thirds majority of 68 required. 

India to host Asian ministerial conference for disaster risk reduction  

India will host the first Asian ministerial conference for disaster risk reduction (AMCDRR) next month 

which will focus on partnership with governments and stakeholders to imbibe the practices in the region’s 

development narrative.  

Pranab Mukherjee inaugurates first World Sustainable Development Summit 

President Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the first edition of the World Sustainable Development Summit 

(WSDS) in New Delhi. The theme for the summit is Beyond 2015: People, Planet and Progress. The summit 

is being organized by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). 

Morocco: Abdelilah Bekirane appointed for another term as PM  

Abdelilah Bekirane, leader of Morocco's Islamic Justice and Development Party, was appointed as country's 

Prime Minister. This will be his second term as Prime Minister of Morocco. 

India-Indonesia holds bilateral maritime exercise  

India and Indonesia commenced their second coordinated patrol and bilateral maritime exercise in the form 

of Coordinated Patrols (CORPAT) and International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL in the Andaman Sea, 

an official said. 

SAID launches scheme to drive cashless payments in India  

The US Agency for International Development (USAID) announced the launch of a new initiative -- Catalyst: 

Inclusive Cashless Payment Partnership. 

Russia plans $1 billion India joint fund, to pump $500 million in NIIF  

In a first, Moscow has agreed to pump in $500 million into the Indian infrastructure space, along with an 

equal investment by the newly formed National Infrastructure Investment Fund (NIIF), to form a $1 billion 

'Russian Indian Investment Fund'. 

China to host next BRICS summit in resort city of Xiamen  

China will host the ninth BRICS annual summit in the southeastern coastal city of Xiamen in September next 

year as it takes the rotating chair of the influential bloc. 

Nawaz Sharif re-elected as PML-N president  

Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, who is under pressure to quit following the Panama Papers leak, was 

unanimously re-elected as president of his party Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz.  

Iran unveils 'suicide drone'  

Iran's elite Revolutionary Guards said they had developed a "suicide drone" capable of delivering explosives 

to blow up targets at sea and on land. 

  



India, Singapore sign three agreements  

India and Singapore signed three agreements, including two in the area of skill development, following 

delegation-level talks headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Singapore Premier Lee Hsien Loong, 

now on visit to Delhi.  

Oil India Limited signs Memorandum of Understanding with University of Houston  

Oil India Limited (OIL), an Upstream Oil & Gas PSU, with intent of augmenting its reserves base and 

maximising recovery from its aging oilfields, has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the 

University of Houston (USA), one of the leading universities on oil and gas of the world.  

India, Hungary to sign MoU on water management  

The Union Cabinet gave its nod for signing of an agreement with Hungary for cooperation in the field of 

water resources, including innovations in irrigation technology. 

India, Russia ink pact to set up 25 irradiation centers  

India and Russia signed a pact to set up 25 integrated infrastructure centers for irradiation treatment of 

perishable food items to improve shelf life and cut post-harvest losses.  

Historic deal reached to limit powerful greenhouse gases  

In a landmark step to combat climate change, about 200 nations, including India, today struck a legally-

binding deal after intense negotiations to phase down climate-damaging HFCs that have global warming 

potential thousand times more than carbon dioxide. 

China decommissions its 1st nuclear submarine  

China's first nuclear-powered submarine has been decommissioned after more than 40 years of military 

service. 

India, Brazil ink four agreements 

India and Brazil signed four agreements in areas of investment cooperation and facilitation, cattle genomics, 

pharmaceuticals and agriculture. 

India, Myanmar signed 3 MoUs including Cooperation in the field of Power Sector  

India and Myanmar signed three agreements to boost the bilateral relations between the two nations. Keeping 

in view the sensitivity of each other’s strategic interests, the two nations also agreed for close security 

coordination in border areas. 

India, NZ concludes food safety cooperation arrangement  

To boost trade in food products, India and New Zealand announced conclusion of food safety cooperation 

arrangement to encourage greater coordination between food authorities of the two countries.  

SOME OTHER IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 The first regularly scheduled commercial flight between the United States and Cuba in more than half 

a century departed. 

 Michel Temer, Brazil's former vice president, has been sworn in as the country's new president. 

 India and Egypt signed an agreement on maritime transport following delegation-level talks between 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and visiting Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El Sisi. 



 India extended $500 million Line of Credit to Vietnam for facilitating deeper defence cooperation 

with the south East Asian nation. 

 India inked a preliminary pact with Greece for bilateral Air Services Agreement that proposes to 

allow unlimited points of call for domestic airlines in the European nation. 

 The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) has announced five new 

partnerships, four of which are with the Government of India, to expand Indo-US cooperation on 

clean energy, environment and climate change. 

 India along with 10 other member countries of WHO's South-East Asian Regional Committee has 

decided to set up a dedicated South-East Asia Regional Health Emergency Fund (SEARHEF) aimed 

at building preparedness for health emergencies in the region.  

 India and South Africa have signed a Memorandum of Understanding for promoting bilateral 

cooperation in the field of Information and Communication Technologies. 

 The United States signed an unprecedented new security agreement with Israel that will give the 

Israeli military USD 38 billion over 10 years.  

 India signed a MoU with Sri Lanka to support livelihood of the fishing and farming communities by 

providing them equipment worth USD two million. 

 The trial operation of a world's largest permanent shiplift designed by Chinese and German engineers 

on China's Three Gorges Dam began.  

 Three Gorges Dam in central Chinas Hubei province is the world’s biggest water project.  

 Indian-origin British MP Shailesh Vara has been appointed co-chairman of the Conservative Friends 

of India group that aims to build better links between the diaspora and the party.  

 India hosted the sixth Brics meeting on Agriculture and Agrarian Development from September 22. 

 Canadian scientists have set a world record for creating a tiny national flag measuring about one-

hundredth the width of a human hair, ahead of the country's 150th anniversary next year.  

 Iran launches the production line of home-grown ballistic missile of "Zolfaqar", which is capable of 

evading jamming signals in electronic warfare, will come into service by March 2017. 

 BRICS Young Scientists Conclave assumes importance as it is taking place during India’s 

chairmanship of BRICS in 2016 under a focal theme of ‘Building, Responsive, Inclusive, and 

Collective Solutions’.  

 Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos and the leader of the FARC rebels, Rodrigo Londoño 

Echeverri, alias "Timochenko," signed an accord to end 52 years of civil war in the Andean nation. 

 India signed a fifteen year MoU with the International Seabed Authority (ISA), a move that will give 

New Delhi the exclusive rights to exploration of Polymetallic Sulphides (PMS) in Indian Ocean.  

 

  



NATIONAL 

Tata Trusts, Gilead sign MoU on viral hepatitis in India   

Tata Trusts said it has signed an agreement with Gilead Sciences to explore collaboration to tackle the viral 

hepatitis in the country. Under the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), Tata Trusts and Gilead will form 

a joint program committee to implement activities related to prevention, awareness and education, testing 

and treatment of viral hepatitis, a release said. 

MoC Shri Manoj Sinha unveils postage stamps on Rio Olympics  

Minister of Communications Shri Manoj Sinha unveiled the Commemorative Postage Stamps on Rio 

Olympic Games and said the unique initiative will motivate the Rio-bound Indian athletes.  

HRD Minister inaugurates IIT Raipur  

Union HRD Minister, Shri Prakas Javedkar inaugurated IIT Raipur in Chhattisgarh at the campus of 

Government Engineering College, Raipur. Inaugurating the IIT, Shri Javedkar said that the institute will have 

its own campus by the time first batch of students obtains degree. He said that to crack IIT entrance test is 

difficult task, hence all the students who got admissions in IIT deserve congratulations.  

Mobile app to ensure women safety launched at DU  

A mobile application "I Feel Safe" aimed at helping women ensure their safety in the national capital was 

launched at Delhi University. The mobile app, powered by Nirbhaya Jyoti Trust, is a personal safety 

application for smartphone users developed in association with Mobile Standards Alliance of India. The 

app instantly adds a virtual panic button. Mobile phone owners can simply press the "Safety Ka Power 

Button" five times to activate an alarm. 

Cabinet clears amendment to Maternity Benefits, Factories Act  

The Union cabinet approved a proposal that seeks to grant six months’ maternity leave to women 

employees—double the time off they get now after childbirth. Once approved by the Parliament, the 

Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill, 2016 will mandate opening crèches in all companies having 50 

employees or 30 women employees whichever is lower. The cabinet said that the bill also seeks to “facilitate 

work from home”. 

Venkaiah Naidu inaugurates NDMC’s BRICS friendship rose garden  

Union Minister for Urban Development Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated the BRICS Friendship Rose Garden at 

Shanti Path, Chanakyapuri. The garden has been developed by the New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC). 

BRICS is a group of five emerging economies — Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

Union Finance Minister Shri Arun Jaitley to inaugurate the Conference on “International Arbitration 

in BRICS: Challenges, Opportunities, and Road ahead  

India has assumed the Chairmanship of BRICS for the year 2016 and a major political cum business 

engagement will be held in October 2016. As a lead up this Summit, Indian has initiated a number of events 

within the spirit of the BRICS, one of which being the Conference on “International Arbitration in BRICS: 

Challenges, Opportunities and Road ahead” on August 27, 2016 at Vigyan Bhawan, in the national capital.  

 



V.O.Chidambaranar Port Trust creats new Records  

V.O.Chidambaranar Port Trust created new record by handling 14,590 tonnes of Wheat import on 05.08.2016 

from the vessel MV. Dream Ocean at VI Berth, surpassing the previous record of 12,000 tonnes handled 

from the vessel MV. Lefkes on 10.07.2015. M/s. Aspinwall & Co Ltd is the Vessel Agent and M/s. Inter 

Ocean Shipping Pvt Ltd is the Stevedoring Agent.  

President inaugurates Food Park in Jangipur  

President Pranab Mukherjee today inaugurated a Mega Food Park at Jangipur in Murshidabad, aimed at 

providing critical food processing infrastructure to the farmers of this backward belt in West Bengal. 

 

Maneka Gandhi launches POCSO e-box for children to file complaints of sexual abuse  

Women and Child Development Minister Maneka Gandhi launched a Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offenses, POCSO e-box, in New Delhi. POCSO e-box is a platform where a child victim of sexual abuse 

can report such cases online. It is initiative of National Commission for Protection of Child Rights for direct 

online reporting of child sexual abuse. 

The Health Minister launches “Mera Aspataal / My Hospital” initiative  

Shri J P Nadda, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare launched the “Mera Aspataal / My Hospital” 

initiative at the third National Summit on Good and Replicable Practices and Innovations in Public Health 

Facilities at Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh. 

 

Arab leader will be the chief guest at India's Republic Day next year  

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, will be the chief guest 

at India's Republic Day celebrations in New Delhi next year. 

Shri Gadkari Launches Indian Bridge Management System 

A major step was taken towards ensuring safety of bridges in the country, when the Minister of Road 

Transport & Highways and Shipping Shri Nitin Gadkari formally launched the Indian Bridge Management 

System (IBMS) in New Delhi.  

Cabinet approves setting up of country's first medical park 

Giving a push to local production of hi-end medical equipment, the government on Wednesday gave its nod 

to PSU HLL Lifecare to sub-lease over 300 acres of land in Chennai to set up the country's first medical 

devices manufacturing park. 

INS Arihant, Indian Navy’s first indigenously-made nuclear submarine, commissioned  

Giving a quiet yet substantial boost to Indian Navy’s capabilities, India’s first indigenously-made nuclear 

submarine, the INS Arihant has been commissioned into service.  

Modi dedicates 3 hydroprojects to nation in Himachal  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated to the nation three hydro-electric projects (HEPs) with a generating 

capacity of 1,732 MW in Himachal Pradesh. 

  



Modi launches national SC/ST hub  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the National SC/ST Hub here to provide support to entrepreneurs 

from the community. 

INS Tihayu commissioned  

The 315-tonne INS Tahiyu is the sixth WJFAC Car Nicobar Class vessel to be commissioned and allotted to 

the Eastern Fleet of the Navy.  

PM Modi Launches 7 Schemes worth Rs. 5,000 Crore in His Constituency  

With an aim of boosting development in his Lok Sabha constituency Varanasi, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi launched seven schemes at the total cost of Rs. 5000 crore amid his assertion that his government 

believes in timely completion of projects. 

PM, CMs, Ministers sign Declaration of Commitment to make Swachh Bharat by 2019  

Top leadership of the country including the Prime Minister, Chief Ministers and Ministers from States and 

Union Territories today signed a Declaration of Commitment to make India Open Defecation Free and Clean 

by 2019. 

Govt approves MoU with EU on water management 

Seeking to enhance the country's capabilities in water management, the government today approved signing 

of a pact with the European Union on water resources.  

Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu inspects and Flags Off Newly Manufactured Solar Powered Guard 

Van of Goods (Freight) Train  

Minister of Railways Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu inspected and flagged off the newly manufactured Guard 

Van of Goods (Freight) Train on 05th October 2016 at Delhi Safdarjung Railway Station. The newly 

manufactured Guard Van of Goods Train (8 wheeled) has been equipped for the first time with Solar powered 

Light, Fan, Mobile Charging Point along with the facility of Zero discharge Bio Toilet.  

Beneficiary of Venture Capital Fund scheme for Scheduled Caste (SC) Entrepreneurs launches his 

product  

Shri Shripad Yesso Naik, Minister of State (I/C) for AYUSH launched “Elixir for Life”,  an Ayurvedic 

Proprietary Medicine at a function.  

Actor turned politician Roopa Ganguly, BJP leader Ganeshan take oath as Rajya Sabha MPs  

 Actor-turned politician Roopa Ganguly, who had played the role of the mythological character Draupadi in 

the hit television series Mahabharat, today took oath as Rajya Sabha MP. Besides Ganguly, BJP leader L 

Ganeshan was also administered oath as Rajya Sabha MP by Chairman Hamid Ansari. 

India to Lease Second Russian Akula-Class Nuclear Attack Submarine  

In a deal reportedly worth close to $2 billion, India is set to acquire a second Akula 2 nuclear-powered attack 

submarine from Russia. NSDC and US-IndiaAviation Cooperation Programme (ACP) have entered into a 

cooperation agreement for skill development in India's aviation sector.  

 

  



STATE 

SMS monitoring system for mid-day meals in Rajasthan  

Attempting to usher transparency and remove corruption from mid-day meal distribution, Rajasthan 

government has initiated an SMS-based system through which meal data will be sent everyday by schools to 

a toll free number that will be monitored at the state-level. Earlier, the per day mid-day meal data was reported 

on a monthly basis to the district education department. 

 Suresh Prabhu flags off ‘Tripura Sundari Express’; link to Bangladesh laid  

 Tripura entered the broad gauge railway map of the country with Union Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu 

flagging off the Agartala-New Delhi ‘Tripura Sundari Express’. The foundation stone for the much awaited 

railway track to link Agartala to Akhoura in Bangladesh was jointly laid at the programme by Prabhu and 

his Bangladeshi counterpart Md Mujibul Haque. 

West Bengal Cabinet cleared proposal to rename the state as “Bengal” 

The West Bengal government on Tuesday passed a proposal to rename the state as just Bengal. It was during 

Partition in 1947 that the British province of Bengal was split into West Bengal, which stayed with India, 

and East Bengal, which went to the newly-created Pakistan. While East Bengal went on to become 

Bangladesh in 1971, its Indian counterpart continued to be called West Bengal. 

Joint Venture Agreement signed between Ministry of Railways and Government of Chhattisgarh for 

“Formation of Joint Venture Companies”   

In the august presence of Minister of Railways, Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu and Chief Minister of 

Chhattisgarh Shri Raman Singh, Joint Venture Agreement was signed between Ministry of Railways and 

State Government of Chhattisgarh for “Formation of Joint Venture Company”. The Agreement was signed 

in the background of Railway Minister’s Budget announcement regarding setting up of Joint Ventures with 

States for focused project development, resource mobilization, land acquisition, project implementation, and 

monitoring of critical rail projects.  

Patanjali to invest Rs 500-crore for food processing unit in Madhya Pradesh  

The Madhya Pradesh government has managed to woo Baba Ramdev-led Patanjali Ayurveda Ltd to set up a 

Rs 500-crore food processing unit at Dhar district in the state."We had learnt that Maharashtra government 

was eager to give 400 acres of land to Patanjali for the food processing project in Nagpur. But our officials 

did not lose heart...kept wooing (MD) Acharya Balkrishna to come to MP and invest Rs 500 crore in the food 

processing project," a top official of the Madhya Pradesh Industries Department said. 

Tata Projects to execute Rs 1,676-cr river rejuvenation job  

Infrastructure firm Tata Projects kicked off the Rs 1,676-crore rejuvenation project of the Dravyawati river 

in Rajasthan. "The consortium of Tata Projects and Shanghai Urban Construction Group has received this 

project worth Rs 1,676 crore from the government of Rajasthan," it said in a statement. The foundation stone 

was laid by Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje in presence of Tata Sons Chairman Cyrus Mistry, it 

added.  

  



PM launches Mission Bhagiratha; lays Foundation Stone of key development projects in Telangana  

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, launched Mission Bhagiratha at Komatibanda Village, Gajwel, in 

Medak District of Telangana. The scheme has been launched by the State Government with an objective to 

provide safe drinking water to all.  The Prime Minister unveiled plaques to lay Foundation Stones for 

important development projects. These included the 1600 MW Thermal Power station of NTPC at 

Ramagundam; revival of a Fertilizer Plant at Ramagundam; Kaloji Narayana Rao University of Health 

Sciences, Warangal; and Manoharabad-Kothapalli Railway line. He also dedicated to the nation the 1200 

MW Thermal Power Station of Singareni Collieries at Jaipur, in Adilabad district.  

Telangana signs MoU with ISRO for water resources info system  

Telangana Irrigation Department signed a memorandum of understanding with the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) for setting up a Telangana Water Resources Information System (TWRIS) on the 

'Bhuvan' web portal.The MoU with the Hyderabad-headquartered National Remote Sensing Centre of ISRO 

was inked in the presence of Irrigation Minister T Harish Rao and ISRO chairman A S Kiran Kumar. 

IRCTC joins hands with Manipur for tourism promotion  

Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) and Manipur government have joined hands to 

provide improved hospitality and tourism services to their customers by making joint use of their capabilities 

and facilities.  IRCTC, a railways PSU, signed a MoU with Manipur to leverage their combined strength for 

development of tourism products and opening and managing catering outlets, budget hotels, handicraft shops 

at railway, as well as other locations. 

Rajasthan signs MoU with India Trade and Exhibition Centre  

Rajasthan government signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with India Trade And Exhibition 

Centre (ITEC), Dubai for promotion of skill development, investment and tourism sectors.  

BJP-ruled Assam becomes first state to ratify GST Bill   

Finance Minister of Assam Himanta Biswa Sarma tweeted morning that Assam has become the first state 

to ratify the Goods and Services Tax (GST) constitutionamendment Bill. It was the last day of Assam’s 

ongoing legislative assembly session, its first full session after the new Bharatiya Janata Party-led coalition 

government was sworn in after the assembly polls in May. 

South India's first Childrens Court inaugurated in Hyderabad  

Giving a push to fast disposal of cases related to children, south India's first Children's Court was inaugurated 

in Hyderabad. After Goa and Delhi, Telangana has become the third state to have a child friendly court and 

sixth in the country with features like separate waiting rooms for children and a video camera trial for the 

accused, mandated under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POSCO) Act-2012. 

Bombay HC allows women’s entry into Haji Ali Dargah sanctum  

In a landmark judgment, the Bombay High Court allowed women to enter inside the sanctum of the Haji Ali 

dargah. A division bench of Justice V M Kanade and Justice Revati Mohite-Dere said the ban order by the 

Haji Ali Dargah Trust contravenes Article 14 (equality before law within India), 15 (prohibition of 

discrimination on grounds of religion, caste, sex), 19 (1)(d) (to move freely throughout the territory of India) 



and 25 (freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propogation of religion) of the Indian 

Constitution. 

Himachal Health Minister launches ambulance mobile app 

 Himachal Pradesh Health Minister Kaul Singh Thakur launched a mobile app for availing immediate and 

easy access to ambulances in the state.The app named '108 HP' can be downloaded on any smartphone. 

Gujarat becomes first state to distribute 2 cr LED bulbs  

Gujarat has become the first state to distribute 2 crore LED bulbs under the Centre's Unnat Jyoti by 

Affordable LEDs for all (UJALA) scheme. According to the statement, Gujarat has reached this milestone 

in just 96 days and over 42 lakh households have already benefited from the scheme. State-run Energy 

Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), under the administration of the Power Ministry, is distributing about 2 

lakh bulbs daily in Gujarat, a record in itself. 

Jharkhand becomes first state to implement Direct Benefit Transfer in Kerosene 

Jharkhand became India’s first state to implement Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) in Kerosene. The scheme 

is being implemented in four identified districts of the State namely Chatra, Hazaribagh, Khunti and Jamtara. 

 Maharashtra becomes 17th State to join UDAY: an overall net benefit of Rs. 9725 crores to accrue to 

the State  

Government of India signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Government of Maharashtra and 

Maharashtra State Electricity Distribution Co. Ltd. (MSEDCL) under the Ujwal DISCOM Assurance Yojana 

(UDAY) at the two-day State Power Ministers Conference in Vadodara.  

Goa launches 'Duck Boats' to boost tourist footfall  

Goa Tourism department launched the vessels popularly known as 'Duck Boats' which is a first of its kind 

which added another attraction for tourists in the coastal state that can run on both land and water. 

Arunachal inks MoU with AP  

Arunachal Pradesh has inked a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Andhra Pradesh-based Company 

for development of Oil Palm in the state. 

TSRTC inks pact with French government for ITS project  

The Telangana State Road Transport Corporation (TSRTC) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) with Government of France for funding, study and implementation of Integrated Intelligent Transport 

System (ITS) project on a pilot basis.  

Andhra signs pacts with Chinese firms for $1.5 billion investment  

The Andhra Pradesh Economic Development Board (APEDB) signed an agreement with three China-based 

entities for development of minerals and industrial park in the state entailing investment of about $ 1.5 billion.  

Andhra inks pact with Russia's JSC United Shipping Corp  

The Economic Development Board of Andhra Pradesh signed a pact with Russia's JSC United Shipping 

Corporation for setting up a ship-building unit in the state. United is expected to invest about Rs 100 crore 

in the proposed project.  

  



Maharashtra to soon start ‘Ambulance-boat’ for villages near Mumbai  

The Maharashtra government will soon start an ambulance boat service for the villages located near Mumbai, 

to ensure quick response in medical emergency. The ‘ambulance boat’ can speedily reach villages located 

near Mumbai, Maharashtra Health Minister Deepak Sawant told reporters. 

Prabhu lays foundation stone for railway projects in MP  

Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu laid foundation stone of Rs 2,200 crore projects for laying broad gauge 

connecting Rewa-Sidhi-Singrauli districts and the new Sidhi railway station building in Madhya Pradesh. 

SOME OTHERS IMPORTANT NEWS 

 Rajasthan launched the e-stamping facility in the state. The facility is already available in Delhi, 

Chhattisgarh, and Himachal Pradesh.   

 Lt Governor Kiran Bedi launched ‘Shramdaan movement’ as part of Swachh Bharat and Swachh 

Puducherry initiative at a remote village. 

 Rajasthan's education department has partnered with US-based technology firm Cisco Systems to 

promote digital learning across the state using virtual digital room solutions. 

 Uttar Pradesh Police adopted Twitter service for "better redressal" of issues of the people. 

 Assam’s Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurated Majuli as the 35th district of Assam. With 

this, Majuli became India's first island district. 

 Andhra Pradesh has become the second state in the country after Gujarat to achieve 100 per cent 

electrification of households, a latest report has said.  

 The Bihar government gave its approval to the launch of student credit card scheme for the students 

passing Class 12th exam, under which they will get an interest free loan of Rs 4 lakh for pursuing 

higher studies. 

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, J Jayalalithaa inaugurated the 8.6 km-long Airport-Chinnamalai metro 

rail service.  

 Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu inaugurated a newly laid 28-km-long rail tracks from Hansdiha to 

Barapalasi in Jharkhand and flagged off Hansdiha-Dumka Passenger train.  

 The Telangana government entered into an agreement with ISRO to boost the content of Mana TV 

for the benefit of viewers in the state. 

 



SCIENCE 

China conducts surprise launch of its first Tiantong-1 satellite. 

China conducted a surprise lift off of its flagship Long March 3B booster, carrying the country’s first 

Tiantong mobile communications satellite. Launch took place from the LC3 Launch Complex at the Xichang 

Satellite Launch Center located in Sichuan Province. It is the first satellite of China’s home-made satellite 

mobile telecom system, and a key part of the country’s space information infrastructure.  

China launches hi-resolution synthetic aperture radar imaging satellite  

China launched a new high-resolution Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) imaging satellite in northern Shanxi 

province. The Gaofen-3 satellite was launched off on the back of a Long March 4C rocket from the Taiyuan 

Satellite Launch Centre, Xinhua news agency cited the centre as revealing. It was the 233rd flight mission 

by a Long March carrier rocket. 

NASA selects six firms to develop habitats for Mars mission  

NASA has selected six US companies to help develop prototypes and concepts of deep space habitats for 

future manned missions to Mars. The selected companies are Bigelow Aerospace, Boeing, Lockheed Martin, 

Orbital ATK, Sierra Nevada Corporation’s Space Systems and Nano Racks. 

World’s Smartest GI Endoscopy technology launched by Ventura Business Solutions & Smart Medical 

Systems  

Ventura Business Solutions introduced India’s first Smart endoscopy technology, G-EYE™ endoscope and 

NaviAid™ in a strategic partnership with Israel based, Smart Medical Systems, a developer and manufacturer 

of world-leading gastrointestinal (GI) endoscopy devices 

China creates high-tech insulation for space 

China has developed a cutting-edge ultralight material for thermal insulation on its rockets and spacecraft, 

according to engineers. Zou Junfeng, a senior engineer at the Aerospace Institute of Advanced Materials and 

Processing Technology in Beijing, said the material, called aerogel, has been widely used in space missions 

by the United States, Russia, and Europe. 

China launches world's 1st quantum communications satellite. 

The world’s first quantum communications satellite has been launched into orbit aboard a Long March-2D 

rocket. Nicknamed 'Micius', in honour of the 5th century BC Chinese philosopher and scientist. 

Record-Breaking Galaxy Cluster Discovered. 

A new record for the most distant galaxy cluster has been set using NASA’s Chandra X-ray Observatory and 

other telescopes. The galaxy cluster is called CL J1001+0220 (CL J1001 for short) and is located about 11.1 

billion light years from Earth.  

China will be the only country to have space station by 2024  

China will be the only country to have a space station in service in 2024 as the International Space Station 

currently in service would retire by then, a Chinese space official said.  

  



China successfully launches its longest manned space mission  

Chinese astronauts Jing Haipeng, 50, and Chen Dong, 37, were blasted off into space by Shenzhou-11 

(heavenly vessel) spacecraft at 7:30 am local time (5 am IST) from the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre 

near the Gobi Desert in northwest China, in its longest-ever manned space mission. 

Mumbai hosts astrobiology conference on life in space  

India's first Astrobiology Conference Life in Space- was organised in the city by Mumbai-based Indian 

Astrobiology Research Centre and IARC Centre for United Nations in collaboration with Nehru Science Centre. 

China's space lab launches micro-satellite, Banxing-2  

Tiangong-2, the experimental space lab of China, successfully launched a micro-satellite, Banxing-2 (the 

word means Companion Satellite). The micro-satellite is roughly the size of a desktop printer. 

India's SCATSAT-1 launched 

PSLV C-35, carrying India's SCATSAT-1 meant for ocean and weather studies, PRATHAM, PISAT and 

seven other satellites including from the US and Canada launched from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre 

China commissioned the world’s largest radio telescope  

China commissioned the world’s largest radio telescope, 500 meter Aperture Spherical Telescope (FAST) 

whose 4,450-panel reflector as large as 30 football pitches, which can help in better understanding the 

origin of the universe and boost global hunt for extra-terrestrial life.  FAST will require radio silence within 

a 5-kms radius.  

SPORTS 

Djokovic beats Nishikori to win Toronto Masters title  

 Minutes after completing a 6-3, 7-5 ATP Toronto Masters final win over Kei Nishikori for his 66th career 

title, Novak Djokovic had already shifted his focus to the Rio Olympics. The world number one, who claimed 

his fourth Canadian title with a command performance over Asia's top player lasting less than 90 minutes, 

will waste no time in heading south to Brazil for the weekend start of the Summer Games. 

 Pro Kabaddi League: Patna Pirates crush Jaipur Pink Panthers 37-29, retain title  

 Pardeep Narwal produced a terrific performance as Patna Pirates beat Jaipur Pink Panthers in the final of 

season 4 in the Pro Kabaddi League. Patna, who were the champions of season 3, dominated the game right 

from the first whistle. The Patna unit made history as they became the only team to lift the trophy twice in 

the tournament’s history of four editions. 

Tokyo 2020: Baseball, skateboarding and surfing added to Olympic event list 

The International Olympic Committee has added five new sports to the programme for Tokyo 2020 - 

baseball/softball, karate, skateboarding, sports climbing and surfing. The next summer Olympics, coming to 

Tokyo in 2020. 

Iran has Olympic breakthrough with its first female flagbearer  

When archer Zahra Nemati carried the Iranian flag into the Maracana Stadium on Friday, she broke new 

ground for the Islamic country. Never before had a woman led Iran’s team into the parade of athletes in an 

Olympic opening ceremony. 



Odisha to host Men’s Hockey World Cup in 2018  

 Odisha’s capital city Bhubaneshwar is set to host the men’s hockey World Cup in 2018 and the World 

League final in 2017 at Kalinga Stadium. 

Michael Phelps Powers U.S. to Victory and Wins His 19th Gold Medal   

Michael Phelps won his 19th Olympic gold medal as the United States won the 4x100 relay at the Olympics. 

The Americans’ traditional rival in the event, France, was second, and Australia third. 

 Dipa Karmakar qualifies for vault finals in Olympics  

Indian gymnast Dipa Karmakar scripted history as she became the first Indian to make the cut for the 

individual vault finals in her debut Olympic Games after finishing 8th in the qualifying round here. 

Rio 2016: Michael Phelps’ magic continues, bags 21st Olympic gold medal  

Michael Phelps is celebrating a double triumph after winning his 20th and 21st Olympic gold medals. It was 

also a successful night for Team GB's swimmers, who claimed another two medals - taking them past 

their haul from four years ago in London.  

Rio 2016: Katie Ledecky smashes world record at Olympics; Joseph Schooling wins Singapore's first 

gold 

 Katie Ledecky has broken her world record to win the 800 meters freestyle final at the Rio Olympics, while 

Joseph Schooling has denied Michael Phelps another victory to claim Singapore's first Olympic gold medal. 

 Rafael Nadal, Marc Lopez wins Rio 2016 Olympic tennis men’s doubles for Spain  

Rafael Nadal added a second Olympic tennis gold medal to all of those Grand Slam trophies, teaming with 

Marc Lopez to win the men’s doubles championship for Spain at the Rio de Janeiro Games. Nadal and Lopez 

came back from a break down in the third set and claimed the last three games to beat Florin Mergea and 

Horia Tecau of Romania 6-2, 3-6, 6-4 in the final Friday. 

Usain Bolt wins gold in men's 100 meters in Rio Olympics  

Jamaica's Usain Bolt became the first athlete to win three Olympic 100m titles by beating American Justin 

Gatlin to gold at Rio 2016. Bolt, 29, ran 9.81 seconds in his final Olympics to replicate his success at Beijing 

2008 and London 2012. 

Jerome Boateng voted Germany’s footballer of the year  

Bayern Munich defender Jerome Boateng has been voted German footballer of the year by sports journalists 

in Germany, German magazine kicker said. Boateng won the vote by a landslide after getting 163 votes, far 

more than fellow Bayern players Thomas Müller (95) and Robert Lewandowski (90). Boateng is the first 

defender to win the accolade since Bayern Munich and Borussia Dortmund stalwart Jürgen Kohler. 

 Rio 2016: Usain Bolt wins third successive 200m Gold  

Usain Bolt’s only real competition was the clock. He couldn’t beat it. Another gold medal isn’t such a bad 

consolation prize. Bolt romped in what he says is his last Olympic 200-meter race , but finished in 19.78 

seconds, more than a half-second short of his own world record – the one he said he really wanted to break. 

  



Narsingh Yadav ousted from Olympics, banned for 4 years  

Indian wrestler Narsingh Yadav has been ousted from Olympics as the CAS slapped him with a four-year 

ban, while hearing into the World Anti-Doping Agency's appeal against the clean chit given to him in a dope 

scandal by NADA. 

Rio 2016: Argentina wins their first ever hockey gold medal  

Argentina won their first Olympic men's hockey gold with a 4-2 victory over Belgium thanks to a 10-minute 

goal blitz in the first half. 

Bolt gets 9th gold with another runaway win  

Usain Bolt went on his knee, gave the track one final kiss, flattened his hand, then reached down and slapped 

the white number “3” painted at the starting line. The relay which was his last race in the 2016 Rio Olympics 

ended with another Gold medal, making it his 9th Gold Olympic medal on Friday night. 

Guwahati to Host ISL 2016 Opening Ceremony  

NorthEast United FC and Kerala Blasters FC will kick off the third season of the Indian Super League (ISL) 

in Guwahati, which will also host the opening ceremony. 

Gujarat to host 2016 Kabaddi World Cup 

The International Kabaddi Federation (IKF) announced that the 2016 Kabaddi World Cup will be hosted in 

Gujarat's leading city, Ahmedabad. The tournament is set to take place from October 7th and will conclude 

on 22nd of the same month. Gujarat will play host to 12 Kabaddi teams from around the world including 

India, USA, Canada, UK, Australia, Iran, Poland, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Korea, Japan, and Kenya.  

Sports Minister Constitutes Two Member Committee to inquire into the allegations of Marathon 

runner O.P.Jaisha (Sports) 

It has been widely reported in the media that Ms. O.P. Jaisha, Marathon runner collapsed at the end of the 

marathon run in Rio Olympics 2016, as there were no Indian officials present to provide her water and energy 

drinks at refreshment points and that there were officials from all other countries to provide refreshments to 

their runners at designated points after every 2.5 km.  

Vizag to host national Table Tennis tourney from Oct 19  

The National Table Tennis tournament will be held at the Port Indoor Stadium here from October 19 to 

25.Andhra Pradesh Human Resources Minister Ganta Srinivasa Rao released the brochure of the tournament. 

Saina drops to 9th spot, Sindhu remains 10th-ranked shuttler  

India's Saina Nehwal dropped four points to be ninth, while compatriot P.V. Sindhu remained in the 10th 

spot in the Badminton World Federation (BWF) rankings despite getting a silver in the women's singles 

competition at the recently-concluded Olympics. 

Ronaldo crowned UEFA Best Player in Europe  

Cristiano Ronaldo has beaten off Gareth Bale and Antoine Griezmann to be crowned UEFA's Best Player in 

Europe for the 2015/16 season. The announcement was made in Monaco following the draw for the 

Champions League. 

  



PM Narendra Modi announces task force to prepare for next three Olympics  

With India getting only two medals in the Rio Olympics, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the 

decision to set up a task force to prepare a comprehensive action plan for effective participation in the next 

three Olympics. 

Sports Flashes: A sports app was launched in India  

Sports Flashes, a first-of-it-kind app which will give all the sports fans a staple diet of sports news, views, 

trivia, gossip, tips in just 70-words a story, was launched. 

Sania Mirza wins Connecticut Open doubles title ahead of US Open  

Indian tennis ace Sania Mirza received a confidence booster ahead of the US Open Grand Slam tournament 

with a doubles title victory at the Connecticut Open with Monica Niculescu of Romania here.The Indo-

Romanian pair won 7-5, 6-4 in the summit clash that lasted one hour and 30 minutes. 

Kohli retains top spot; Ashwin back in top five  

India’s star batsman Virat Kohli has maintained his number one position in the ICC T20 batsmen rankings, 

while off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin returned to the top five in the bowlers’ list, climbing up to fourth 

spot from seventh. 

First BRICS U – 17 Football Tournament kicked off in Goa  

First ‘BRICS’ U-17 football tournament inaugurated by Union Minister of State (I/C) Youth Affairs and 

Sports Shri Vijay Goel today in Goa.  

 Rosberg wins Japan GP, extends lead over Hamilton  

Nico Rosberg romped to victory at the Japanese Grand Prix to extend his lead over world champion Lewis 

Hamilton in the Formula One title race. 

Agnieszka Radwanska wins 2016 China Open Women's Singles  

Poland’s Agnieszka Radwanska won the 2016 China Open Women's Singles at the National Tennis Centre 

in Beijing, China. 

Radwanska defeated Johanna Konta 6-4, 6-2 to grab the title. 

Jitu Rai wins ISSF Pistol Champions Trophy title with close win in the final 

India's ace pistol shooter Jitu Rai made the country proud yet again when he won the International Shooting 

Sport Federation (ISSF) Champions Trophy. 

Harika Dronavalli breaks into top-five in world rankings  

India's Grand Master Harika Dronavalli broke back into the top five in the world chess rankings after a 

commanding show in the Isle of Man International Chess tournament.  

This is the second time during this year that Harika has scaled such heights, soaring on a series of wins and 

commendable performances. 

Azhar Ali becomes first centurion in Day-Night Test cricket  

Pakistan Vice Captain Azhar Ali has scored the first ever century in a Day-Night Test match. Azhar scored 

his century off just 184 balls with the help of ten boundaries. 

  



Anna Meares announces cycling retirement after winning six Olympic medals 

Australian cycling champion Anna Meares has announced her retirement after a stunning career, including 

six Olympic medals. 

Wolf chosen as mascot of 2018 football World Cup in Russia  

A wolf has been chosen as mascot of the 2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia, according to the results of public 

voting announced live on a TV channel. The wolf will be named Zabivaka. 

India wins 2016 Kabaddi World Cup  

India lifted the 2016 Kabaddi World Cup. Team India, under the captaincy of Anup Kumar, defeated Iran 

38-29 in the final held at the Arena by TransStadia in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 

This was India's 3rd World Cup in the Standard Style version of Kabaddi. 

North Korea wins 2016 FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup  

North Korea's women's U-17 team won the 2016 FIFA U-17 Women's World Cup. The North Koreans 

defeated Japan in penalty kicks to grab the title. This is North Korea's second U-17 Women's World Cup 

title. The country won the first ever U-17 Women's World Cup in 2008. 

U-18 Asia Cup hockey final: India beat Bangladesh 5-4 to claim title  

India defeated hosts Bangladesh by 5-4 in the final match at the under-18 Asia Cup hockey tournament to 

win the title. 

Gaganjeet Bhullar wins sixth Asian Tour title  

India’s Ganganjeet Bhullar ended a long trophy drought with a one-stroke victory at the Shinhan Donghae 

Open in South Korea for his sixth title on the Asian Tour. 

Jitu Rai shrugs Rio Olympics disappointment to shoot silver medal at World Cup in Italy  

Ace Indian shooter Jitu Rai shrugged off the disappointment of a poor Olympic campaign by clinching a 

silver medal in the 50m pistol event of the ISSF World Cup Final. Jitu shot a score of 188.8 to finish behind 

China’s Wei. 

Aditi posts third successive top-10 finish on European Tour  

 Aditi Ashok played her fourth successive one-under 69 for her third straight top-10 finish on the Ladies 

European Tour at the Lacoste Ladies Open de France. 

India presented with ICC Test Championship mace  

India captain Virat Kohli was presented with the ICC Test Championship mace for leading his team to the 

top of the Test Team Rankings.  

Manipur lifts Sub Junior Wushu championship  

Manipur team won the overall championship in the 16th National Sub Junior Wushu Championship, which 

concluded. 

India shine at World Powerlifting Championship  

Mukesh Singh Gehlot (125kg Raw) and Gaurav Sharma (140kg+ Raw) have won gold medals in their 

respective categories at the World Powerlifting Championship. 

  



Double delight for Aakarshi Kashyap at Krishna Khaitan Memorial Junior Ranking tournament  

Just after winning her girls’ singles U-19 final against top seed Shikha Gautam of Karnataka 22-20, 23-25, 

21-15, Aakarshi Kashyap sauntered towards the outside of the badminton hall at the Panjab University and 

showed her mother Amita Kashyap a poster of Rio Olympics silver medallist PV Sindhu winning the same 

title in 2010. 

SSFL season III from Oct 19; Jayasuriya brand ambassador  

Into its third edition, the Stairs School Football League (SSFL) beginning October 19 will see more than 

10,000 school level footballers from 300 schools of Delhi NCR playing for glory. This year, former Sri 

Lankan explosive batsman Sanath Jayasuriya has been named brand ambassador of the tournament. SSFL-

3. 

Hardik Pandya becomes fourth Indian to win Man of the Match on ODI debut  

All-rounder Hardik Pandya made his ODI debut in the first match of the series against New Zealand at 

Dharamsala. 

MS Dhoni surpasses Allan Border, becomes second most successful skipper in ODI history  

Mahendra Singh Dhoni recorded his 108th victory as India skipper to go past former Australia captain Allan 

Border's tally of 107 wins in the list of most victories by an ODI captain in the history of the game. 

Indian Boxing Council inducted in WBO  

The Indian Boxing Council, a licensing body for the country's professional boxers, has been inducted into 

the World Boxing Organization with voting rights in the WBO's annual convention at Puerto Rico.  

Kochi gets FIFA nod to host FIFA U-17 World Cup  

Kochi became the first Indian city to be officially declared as one of the venues for hosting the 2017 FIFA 

U-17 World Cup after it received a green signal from a high-level delegation of football's world body.  

Bengaluru FC create history, beat defending champs to become 1st Indian club to enter AFC Cup final  

A brilliant Bengaluru FC created history after becoming the first football club from India to reach the final 

of Asian Cup. The Bangalore based club defeated defending champions Johor Darul Ta’zim 3-1 in the second 

leg of the semi-final in Bangalore. 

Indian football team achieves highest FIFA ranking in six years  

The Indian football team achieved its best FIFA ranking in over six years when the side jumped 11 places to 

be 137th in the latest list released. 

Indians finish on podium at IWF World Weightlifting c'ships  

India created history at the IWF Youth (Boys & Girls) World Weightlifting Championships at Penang, 

Malaysia, bagging a silver and a bronze medal in the 56kg weight category.  

Goa given green light to host FIFA U-17 World Cup  

Goa joined Kochi and Navi Mumbai as one of the venues to host next year's FIFA U-17 World Cup after it 

received the green signal from a high-level delegation of football's world body. 

  



MS Dhoni becomes fifth Indian to cross 9000 runs, breaks Sachin Tendulkar’s record of 195 sixes in 

ODIs  

MS Dhoni became the only the fifth Indian and third wicket-keeper to complete 9000 runs in One-day 

Internationals. Dhoni achieved the feat during the third ODI against New Zealand in Mohali. Dhoni also 

broke Sachin Tendulkar’s record for most sixes – 195 – in ODIs. 

New Delhi confirmed as venue for FIFA U-17 World Cup  

India's capital city New Delhi became the fourth venue to be ratified to host next year's U-17 football World 

Cup. 

Juan Martín Del Potro beats Jack Sock in Stockholm Open to end long title wait  

Juan Martín Del Potro returned to the ATP Tour winners’ circle for the first time in three years with a straight-

sets victory over Jack Sock, the 23rd-ranked American, in the final of the Stockholm Open.  

Sandeep Tomar, Amit Dhankar bag gold at National C'ship  

Rio Olympian Sandeep Tomar and Amit Dhankar were among the gold medal winners in their respective 

weight categories at the ongoing senior (men's and women's) National Wrestling championship at Gonda, 

Uttar Pradesh. 

Team India, Ashwin head ICC Test rankings  

The Indian cricket team and its premier spinner Ravichandran Ashwin held on to their numero uno status in 

the latest ICC Test rankings for teams and bowlers. 

Two gold medals for India at Commonwealth Championships  

Guru Raja (56kg) and Joti Mal (53kg) opened the medal account for India, striking gold in their respective 

events at the Commonwealth Senior (Men and Women) Weightlifting Championships being held at Penang, 

Malaysia. 

SOME OTHER SPORTS NEWS 

 Former pacer Zaheer Khan has been made an honorary life member of the Marylebone Cricket 

Club (MCC), becoming the 24th Indian cricketer to be bestowed the honour. 

Indian racer Shahan Ali Mohsin created history by clinching the Micro Max title in the final weekend 

of the Asian Karting Championship.  

 Former Australian cricket captain Ricky Ponting has been appointed brand ambassador of his home 

state Tasmania and will join a government-led trade mission to the subcontinent that will explore 

export opportunities.  

 Indian mixed doubles pair of Sikki Reddy and Pranaav Jerry Chopra clinched their maiden Grand 

Prix title, bagging the Brazil Open with a straight game victory over Canadian combo of Toby Ng 

and Rachel Honderich in the finals. 

 Abhinav Bindra, India's lone individual Olympic gold medallist, officially announced his retirement 

from shooting. 

 Serena Williams owns more victories in Grand Slam matches than anyone else in tennis’ Open era, 

surpassing Roger Federer with her 308th. 



 Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) nominated the two-time Olympic-medallist wrestler Sushil 

Kumar for the Padma Bhushan, India's third-highest civillian honour. 

 Pankaj Advani became the first cueist from India to win a medal at the prestigious Sangsom 6 Red 

Snooker World Championship as he settled for a bronze after losing the semifinal to Chinese Ding 

Junhui. 

 Mariyappan Thangavelu made history by becoming the first Indian high-jumper to win a gold at the 

Paralympics while Varun Singh Bhati jumped his personal best of 1.86 metres to finish third. 

 Stan Wawrinka became the oldest US Open men's champion in 46 years when he defeated world 

number one Novak Djokovic to claim a third Grand Slam title.  

 India's Deepa Malik created history by becoming the first-ever woman from the country to win a 

medal at the Paralympics when she bagged a silver in the shotput F-53 event.  

 Indian Railways Men Hockey Team has won MCC Murugappa Gold Cup Hockey Tournament 2016 

for the first time against Indian Oil Corporation Team by 2 - 1. 

 Indian shooters continued their impressive show at the ISSF Junior World Cup with Rushiraj Barot 

striking gold in the junior men's 25m rapid fire pistol event on day three of the competition. 

 Former Indian women’s hockey captain Ritu Rani has retired from international hockey. 

 India finished with a total of nine gold, five silver and 10 bronze medals as the year’s second and 

final Junior World Cup concluded.  

 India's emerging player Velavan Senthilkumar defeated Jordan’s Mohammad Al-Sarraj and bags the 

U-19 Asian Junior Individual squash championship title.  

 India’s Sania Mirza and her partner Barbora Strycova from Czech Republic produced a straight sets 

win over China’s Chen Liang and Zhaoxuan Yang to win the women’s doubles titles at Toray Pan 

Pacific Open in Tokyo. 

 Olympian Sajan Prakash of Railways set a national record in men’s 200m butterfly en route to 

winning the gold in the event at the 70th Senior National Aquatic Championships. 

 Kenenisa Bekele of Ethiopia pulled away from Wilson Kipsang of Kenya late in the race to win the 

Berlin Marathon just outside the world record time. 

 Off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin became the fastest Indian and second overall to take 200 wickets, 

reaching the milestone in his 37th Test. 

 India has won historic 500th Test series against New Zealand in which Off-spinner Ravichandran 

Ashwin finished with 10 wickets. 

 Promising German 19-year-old Alexander Zverev won his first tour title, beating U.S. Open 

champion Stan Wawrinka in a tight battle in the St. Petersburg Open final. 

 Young Indian shuttler Rituparna Das clinched the Polish Open after defeating fellow Indian Rasika 

Raje in the women’s singles final of the International challenge badminton event. 

  



 Suriya Loganathan of Railways and G Lakshmanan from Services won gold medals in their respective 

divisions over 5000m on the opening day of 56th Open National Athletics championship.  

 Official emblem for 2017 Fifa U-17 World Cup to held in India unveiled. Shaped like the World Cup 

trophy, the Fifa U-17 World Cup 2017 emblem combines the global look of the beautiful game with 

a quintessentially Indian feel. 

 Karnataka's Saloni Dalal has won the gold in 200m Breaststroke in 70th Glenmark Senior National 

Aquatic Championships. 

 Aditi Dhumatkar wins gold medal in the 100m Freestyle Senior Womens category at the 70th 

Glenmark Senior National Aquatic Championship. 

 Madhu P.S. and Maana Patel smashed National records in style to emerge as the best swimmers in 

the men’s and women’s sections respectively in Glenmark National aquatics championship at the 

V.B.B. Stadium. 

 Javelin thrower Annu Rani smashed her own national record and became the first Indian woman to 

cross the 60m mark in the 56th Open National Athletics Championships.  

 

  



APPOINTMENTS 

Yuriko Koike – 

Yuriko Koike has been elected governor of Tokyo, 

the first woman to lead Japan's capital. 

Masooma Muradi- 

Masooma Muradi becomes Afghanistan's only 

female governor 

Kedar Upadhye – 

Cipla has appointed Kedar Upadhye as its Global 

chief financial officer (CFO). 

Sree Sreenivasan-  

Sree Sreenivasan becomes New York City’s Chief 

Digital Officer to focus on promoting access to local 

government through technology and support its tech 

ecosystem. 

Anant Maheshwari –  

Microsoft Inc. named Honeywell India president 

Anant Maheshwari as president of Microsoft India.  

P K Purwar- P K Purwar has been given additional 

charge of Chairman and Managing Director of 

Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) for 

three months. Purwar is currently working as 

Director (Finance) in MTNL. 

Markandey Katju - The BCCI appointed former 

Supreme Court judge Markandey Katju as the head 

of a four-member legal panel to help the Board 

understand the implications of the Justice Lodha 

Committee reforms. 

Nita Ambani –  

Nita Ambani is India’s first woman formally elected 

as an individual member of the International 

Olympic Committee (ICC) at its 129th session. 

Anand Sinha – 

IDFC Bank, the newest lender in the country, has 

appointed former Reserve Bank of India deputy 

governor Anand Sinha to the bank's board.  

 

Takehiko Nakao – 

Takehiko Nakao re-elected as the multilateral 

funding agency's president for a five-year term 

beginning on 24 November 2016. Nakao was first 

elected as ADB president on April 28, 2013.  

Juan Antonio Samaranch Jr. & Ugur Erdener – 

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has 

elected Juan Antonio Samaranch Jr. & Ugur Erdener 

as two new vice presidents at its 129th session. 

K M Hanumantharayappa-  

K M Hanumantharayappa, sericulturist and a 

weaver assumed charge as the 25th Chairman of The 

Central Silk Board for a period of three years. He 

succeeds N S Bissegowda. 

Pawan Munjal-  

Pawan Munjal reappointed as the chairman, 

managing director, and chief executive of Hero 

MotoCorp.  

Dinesh Kumar Khara - 

Dinesh Kumar Khara was appointed Managing 

Director of State Bank of India (SBI).  

Pawan Kumar Bajaj - 

Pawan Kumar Bajaj was appointed as the Managing 

Director (MD) of United Bank of India.  

Ravindra Prabhakar Marathe - 

Ravindra Prabhakar Marathe was appointed as 

Managing Director (MD) and Chief Executive 

Officer (CEO) of Bank of Maharashtra.  

Sriram Rajamani - 

Microsoft announced the appointment of Sriram 

Rajamani as new managing director of its India lab. 

Gurumoorthy Mahalingam - 

RBI's Executive Director Gurumoorthy 

Mahalingam was appointed Whole-Time Member 

of market regulator Sebi.  

 



Najma Heptullah - 

Former Union Minister for Minority Affairs Najma 

Heptullah has been appointed as Governor of 

Manipur. 

V.P. Singh Badnore - 

V.P. Singh Badnore has been appointed as Governor 

of Punjab. 

Sunil Arora - 

Former Information and Broadcasting Secretary 

Sunil Arora has been appointed as an advisor in 

public broadcaster Prasar Bharati.  

P D Gupta - 

Eminent scientist P D Gupta was appointed as Vice 

Chancellor of Mumbai-based Homi Bhabha 

National Institute (HBNI).  

Manjula Chellur - 

The Ministry of Law and Justice has notified the 

appointment of Justice Manjula Chellur as the next 

Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court. Justice 

Chellur, who is currently the Chief Justice of 

Calcutta High Court. 

Jagdish Mukhi - 

Senior BJP leader Jagdish Mukhi assumed office as 

the 12th Lieutenant Governor of the union territory 

of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.  

Rajesh Mokashi - 

Rajesh Mokashi will take charge as MD and CEO 

of CARE Ratings.  

Amit Sanan - 

YES BANK announces the appointment of Amit 

Sanan as Group President & Country Head for Mid-

Corporate Banking. 

Greg Clarke - 

The Football Association has appointment of Greg  

Clarke as its chairman, in succession to Greg Dyke. 

 

Sharmila Tagore, Arundhati Nag, and Ira 

Bhaskar - 

Film actress Sharmila Tagore, theatre activist 

Arundhati Nag and film studies academician Ira 

Bhaskar have been appointed new members of 

Broadcasting Content Complaints Council (BCCC), 

the self-regulatory body which hears complaints 

against TV content.  

Aishwaryaa - 

Noted filmmaker and actor Rajinikanth's daughter 

Aishwaryaa was appointed UN Womens Advocate 

for Gender Equality and Womens Empowerment in 

India. 

Bala Girisaballa - 

Microsoft appoints Bala Girisaballa leading 

Microsoft Accelerator in India as CEO-in-

Residence. 

 

 

 

Ravi Narayan - 

Microsoft also announced that Ravi Narayan, 

Director, will now assume the role of Global 

Director at Microsoft Accelerator. 

Anuradha Rao - 

SBI Mutual Fund said that it has appointed 

Anuradha Rao as its Managing Director and chief 

executive. 

Somesh Sharma - 

Somesh Sharma of Rashtradoot Saptahik was 

elected President of the Indian Newspaper Society 

(INS) for the year 2016-17 its 77th Annual General 

Meeting. 

Kalyana Rama - 

V Kalyana Rama has taken over as the Chairman 

and Managing Director (CMD) of Container 



Corporation of India Ltd (CONCOR), a navratna 

PSU under Railways Ministry.  

U R Rao - 

Former ISRO Chairman and Space Secretary, 

Professor U R Rao, has been inducted into the 

prestigious "The 2016 IAF Hall of Fame" by the 

International Astronautical Federation. 

Antonio Guterres - 

Former Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio 

Guterres has been unanimously selected by the UN 

Security Council as the next UN Secretary-General. 

Guterres will succeed Ban Ki-moon on 1 January 

2017. 

G Mahalingam - 

Government has appointed Reserve Bank's 

Executive Director G Mahalingam as a Whole-Time 

Member of markets regulator Sebi. 

Ajay Kumar Bhalla - 

Senior IAS officer Ajay Kumar Bhalla was 

appointed as Director General of Foreign Trade 

(DGFT). 

Saina Nehwal - 

In a rare honour for an Indian sportsperson, star 

shuttler Saina Nehwal has been appointed as a 

member of the International Olympic Committee’s 

(IOC) Athletes’ Commission. 

Geeta Phogat-  

India's Olympic wrestler Geeta Phogat has been 

appointed as DSP in Haryana Police. Geeta is the 

first Indian woman to have qualified for wrestling 

event at the Olympics at London 2012, competes in 

the 55kg freestyle wrestling category.  

Jason McCracken - 

The International Hockey Federation (FIH) has 

appointed New Zealand's Jason McCracken as its 

Chief Executive Officer (CEO). He will take over 

on February 2017 following confirmation of his 

appointment. 

Karnal Singh - 

Senior IPS officer Karnal Singh has been appointed 

chief of Enforcement Directorate, the agency 

entrusted with probing money laundering cases. 

N P Narvekar - 

Harvard has brought in a new manager from 

Columbia University to run its $36-billion 

endowment, the largest of any university. N P 

Narvekar, 54, was appointed president and CEO of 

Harvard Management Company, the university 

stated.  

Rajeev Sharma - 

Rajeev Sharma has taken over as the Chairman and 

Managing Director of state-run Power Finance 

Corporation (PFC).  

Ashish Vohra - 

Ashish Vohra has been appointed as the head of 

Reliance Nippon Life Insurance. The Board of 

Directors of Reliance Nippon Life Insurance 

(RNLI), a part of Reliance  

B P Pandey - 

Special secretary in the Power Ministry, B P 

Pandey, has been assigned the additional charge as 

the CMD of state-owned REC for 3 months. 

BVR Mohan Reddy - 

Former Nasscom Chairman BVR Mohan Reddy has 

been appointed as honorary consul of Germany for 

Hyderabad.  

Shami Chakrabarti - 

A 47-year-old Indian-origin human rights lawyer 

Shami Chakrabarti, has been appointed the Shadow 

Attorney General by UKs Opposition Labour party 

which will see her holding the government's chief 

legal advisor to account for their actions.  

 



Uttam Bagri - 

BSE Brokers Forum has elected Uttam Bagri as its 

chairman and Anurag Bansal as vice-chairman for 

the current financial year.  

Luo Zhaohui - 

Chinese President Xi Jinping has appointed Luo 

Zhaohui as China's new ambassador to India. Prior 

to the Indian assignment Luo, 54, was China's 

ambassador to Canada from 2014 to 2016. 

Madan Pendse - 

Reliance Defence & Engineering Ltd said its board 

has appointed Madan Pendse as its chief financial 

officer (CFO). 

Navdeep Suri - 

Senior diplomat Navdeep Singh Suri a 1983 batch 

Indian Foreign Service official, was appointed 

Ambassador to United Arab Emirates, a 

strategically important nation country which is 

major supplier of oil to India and is home to around 

2.6 million-strong Indians.  

 Amandeep Singh Gill - 

Amandeep Singh Gill was appointed as the 

Ambassador of India to the UN Conference on 

Disarmament, Geneva. He is expected to take up the 

assignment shortly. Gill is an Indian Foreign Service 

(IFS) officer of 1992 batch. 

Anjali Bansal, Vibha Padalkarand Sanjay 

Bhandarkar - 

Tata Power has appointed Anjali Bansal, Vibha 

Padalkarand Sanjay Bhandarkar as independent 

directors on its board, effective from October 14. 

Renu Khator - 

A top Indian-American woman academic and 

president of the University of Houston were 

appointed as member of the US Department of 

Homeland Security's Academic Advisory Council. 

 

Vennam Srinivas - 

Rear Admiral Vennam Srinivas took charge as the 

Flag Officer Submarines from Rear Admiral Sanjay 

Mahindru. 

M M Kumar - 

Former judge M M Kumar has been appointed as 

President of National Company Law Tribunal 

(NCLT), constituted to expedite adjudication 

matters under the companies law.  

Waman Kendre - 

National School of Drama Director Waman Kendre 

has been elected as the new president of the Asia 

Pacific Bureau (APB) of Theatre for a term of one 

year with immediate effect. 

Basant Pratap Singh - 

1984 batch (MP Cadre) Senior Indian 

Administrative Service (IAS) officer Basant Pratap 

Singh was appointed as the new Chief Secretary 

(CS) of Madhya Pradesh.  

Supriya Sahu - 

Doordarshan DG Supriya Sahu has been appointed 

as the new Vice President of the Asia-Pacific 

Broadcasting Union. 

Bipin Rawat 

Bipin Rawat has been appointed as the Vice Chief 

of the Army Staff (VCOAS) of the Indian Army.  

Deep Kumar Upadhyay 

The Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda-led 

government in Nepal has decided to reappoint Deep 

Kumar Upadhyay as Nepal’s new ambassador to 

India. 

Urjit Patel 

Urjit Patel has assumed charge as the 24th governor 

of the Reserve Bank of India, the central bank 

announced.  He has taken over from Raghuram 

Rajan with effect effective September 4, 2016.  

 



Sunil Godhwani 

Religare Enterprises has appointed Sunil Godhwani 

as Whole Time Director and CEO of the company 

for the remaining period of his tenure.  

J Satyanarayana 

Former IAS officer J Satyanarayana has been 

appointed as part-time chairperson of Unique 

Identification Authority of India (UIDAI). Besides 

him, technocrats Rajesh Jain and Anand Deshpande 

have been appointed as part-time members of the 

UIDAI.  

R Gandhi 

The Deputy Governor in the Reserve Bank, R 

Gandhi, has been given the charge of monetary 

policy department, including forecasting and 

modelling unit, which was earlier under new 

Governor Urjit Patel. Deputy Governor S S Mundra 

will look after banking supervision, human resource 

management, financial inclusion and development, 

statistics and information management, and RTI. 

Deputy Governor N S Vishwanathans portfolio 

includes banking regulation, communication, 

financial stability unit, corporate services, and risk 

monitoring department. 

Abid Riaz Qureshi 

President Barack Obama has nominated Abid Riaz 

Qureshi a Pakistani-American, the first Muslim on 

the federal judiciary bench for the US District Court 

of Columbia.  

Om Prakash Kohli 

Senior Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Om 

Prakash Kohli was sworn in as the new governor of 

Madhya Pradesh. 

Kohli, who is also the Gujarat Governor, has been 

given the additional charge of Madhya Pradesh after 

Ram Naresh Yadav's tenure in office got over. 

 

Srinivasan K Swamy 

Srinivasan K Swamy has been elected as new 

Chairman of the Advertising Standards Council of 

India (ASCI). Abanti Sankaranarayanan was elected 

Vice Chairman and Shashidhar Sinha was re-

appointed as honorary treasurer. 

Nadia Murad Basee Taha 

The UN has appointed Nadia Murad Basee Taha , a 

23-year-old Yazidi woman as Ambassador for 

Survivors of Human Trafficking. 

V K Sharma 

V K Sharma has taken additional charge as 

chairman in State-run life insurance behemoth LIC, 

replacing S K Roy who was relieved of his duties.  

Soundarya Rajinikanth 

Rajinikanth's daughter Soundarya Rajinikanth has 

been co-opted as a member of the Animal Welfare 

Board of India besides being appointed as its 

Ambassador to the film fraternity. 

Alka Sirohi 

President Pranab Mukherjee appointed Alka Sirohi, 

a member of the Union Public Service Commission 

(UPSC) as its Chairman.  

Ravi Reddy 

Ravi Reddy, an Indian-origin South African has 

become the first person from the African continent 

to head a global organisation of medicine 

professionals working for the safety of blood 

transfusion worldwide. 

Anita Praveen 

Anita Praveen, Joint Secretary in the Commerce 

Ministry, has been given the additional charge of 

Chairman of the agri-export promotion body 

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export 

Development Authority (APEDA).  

  



Junaid Ahmad 

Junaid Ahmad has become the World Bank's 

Country Director for India, replacing Onno Ruhl 

who served a four-year term based out of the 

national capital.  

Monika Kapil Mohta 

Monika Kapil Mohta was appointed as the India's 

Ambassador to Sweden.  

Jack Ma 

An UN trade body has named Chinese billionaire 

Jack Ma a special advisor on youth entrepreneurship 

and small business, in a bid to promote growth and 

development around the world. 

Chetan Ghate, Pami Dua and Ravindra Dholakia 

Government has appointed three academics Chetan 

Ghate, Pami Dua and Ravindra Dholakia as 

members of a new monetary policy committee that 

will set interest rates, in a landmark change to how 

central bank decisions are made in the country. 

Former petroleum secretary Vijay Kelkar has been 

elected president of the prestigious Indian Statistical 

Institute (ISI).  Kelkar succeeded former RBI 

governor C Rangarajan.  

UK Navtej Sarna 

India’s High Commissioner to UK Navtej Sarna was 

appointed as Ambassador to the US. He succeeds 

Arun Singh, who is due for retirement. 

Rakesh Ranjan Prasad 

Justice Rakesh Ranjan Prasad was sworn in as the 

new Chief Justice of Manipur High Court by 

Governor Najma Heptulla. 

Sudhir Pratap Singh 

Senior IPS officers Sudhir Pratap Singh and O P 

Singh were appointed as Directors General of 

counter-terrorism force National Security Guard 

(NSG) and Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) 

respectively. 

Arun Goyal 

Senior IAS officer Arun Goyal has been appointed 

as Additional Secretary in the Goods and Services 

Tax (GST) Council. 

Rahul Deep Singh 

Rahul Deep Singh has been appointed managing 

director of Royal Dutch Shell-promoted Hazira 

LNG Pvt and Hazira Ports Pvt.  He will replace 

Nitin Shukla. 

Jeffrey DeLaurentis 

The United States has tapped Jeffrey DeLaurentis, 

America's top diplomat in Havana, to become the 

first official ambassador to Cuba in five decades.  

Jim Yong Kim 

The board of the World Bank has unanimously 

agreed to name Jim Yong Kim to a second term as 

president, the global lender announced. 

 

  



OBITUARY 

GLORIA DE HAVEN  

Singer-actress Gloria De Haven, the perky star of 

MGM musicals in the 1940s and a stalwart of show 

business for more than six decades, has died. She 

was 91. 

AHMED ZEWAIL  

Egyptian Ahmed Zewail, who won the 1999 Nobel 

Prize for his work on the study of chemical reactions 

over immensely short time scales, has died at the age 

of 70. He is also known as Father of 

Fematochemistry. 

MAHIM BORA  

Eminent Assamese litterateur Mahim Bora died. He 

was 92. Bora had received the Sahitya Akademi 

award for his most popular work Edhani Mahir 

Hanhi in 2001. 

BERNARD 'MIDGET' FARRELLY  

Australia's first world champion surfer, Bernard 

'Midget' Farrelly, has passed away at the age of 71.  

KALIKHO PUL  

Congress rebel Kalikho Pul, who briefly served as 

Arunachal Pradesh chief minister, allegedly 

committed suicide in Itanagar. 

BARENDRA KRUSHNA DHAL 

Veteran journalist and author Barendra krushna 

Dhal died at his residence, his family members said. 

He was 77. 

HANIF MOHAMMAD  

The former Pakistan captain Hanif Mohammad has 

died at the age of 81. 

S P SARGUNA PANDIAN  

Senior DMK leader and former minister S P 

Sarguna Pandian died. She was 75. 

 

 

 

PROF B P KESRI  

Notable educationist Prof B P Kesri has passed 

away in Ranchi district, family sources said. He was 

in his 80s.  

 

JOAO HAVELANGE  

Former Fifa president Joao Havelange has died at 

the age of 100. 

GURDIAL SINGH  

Eminent Punjabi writer and novelist Gurdial Singh 

died in Bathinda after a brief spell of illness, his 

family said. He was 83. 

SUBRATA BANERJEE  

Bengal's leading international cricket umpire 

Subrata Banerjee died.  

GEORGE CURRY  

The sister of prominent African-American journalist 

and publisher George Curry says her brother has 

died. He was 69. 

S R NATHAN  

Indian-origin former Singapore President S R 

Nathan died, days after suffering a stroke. 

NATHAN  

A veteran public servant, 92-year-old Nathan passed 

away peacefully at Singapore General Hospital. 

A R KIDWAI 

The Haryana government has declared a three-day 

state mourning from August 24 to 26 as a mark of 

respect to former state Governor A R Kidwai, 96, 

who breathed his last at a private hospital in New 

Delhi. 

RUDY VAN GELDER  

Rudy Van Gelder, who recorded some of jazz's 

masterpieces starting in his parents' living room as 

artists took to his intimately precise sound, died. He 

was 91.  



JUAN GABRIEL  

Mexican superstar Juan Gabriel, the bigger-than-life 

performer who at the age of 66 revamped his career 

in spectacular fashion, has died unexpectedly. 

DINANATH PATHY  

Eminent painter, writer, and art historian Dinanath 

Pathy passed away. He was 74. 

AARON PRYOR  

Boxing Hall of Famer Aaron Pryor died. He was 60.  

DAYANAND ANANT  

Renowned writer and litterateur from Uttarakhand, 

Dayanand Anant, passed away. He was 88. He was 

one of the most prominent writers of Uttarakhand. 

DARIO FO  

Italian playwright and actor Dario Fo, who won the 

Nobel prize for literature in 1997, has died at the age 

of 90, Prime Minister Matteo Renzi announced. 

With Dario Fo’s death, Italy has lost one of the great 

characters of its theatre, culture and civilian life.  

KING BHUMIBOL ADULYADEJ  

Thailand’s King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the world’s 

longest-reigning monarch, died aged 88 after seven 

decades on the throne. 

MEWA RAMGOBIN  

South African struggle icon and husband of 

Mahatma Gandhi's granddaughter Mewa Ramgobin 

has died at the age of 83 after a prolonged illness.  

SHEIKH KHALIFA BIN HAMAD AL-THANI  

Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad al-Thani, the former 

ruler of the tiny Gulf nation of Qatar, who was 

deposed by his son in a bloodless palace coup, died. 

The emiri diwan, or royal court, announced the 

death of the 84-year-old former emir.  

RAJPATI DEVI  

Rajpati Devi, a five-time Congress MLA from 

Gauriganj, passed away due to age-related ailments 

at a hospital in Kanpur. Devi, 82, has been 

hospitalised for the past one month and she passed 

away. 

YUVRAJ SINGH  

Veteran socialist leader and former lawmaker 

Yuvraj Singh died at his residence in Katihar after 

prolonged illness. He was 103. 

 

YUSUF ARAKKAL  

Renowned figurative artist Yusuf Arakkal, who left 

a distinct impression of his own with his works, 

died. He was 70. Arakkal had done many works in 

different media including in canvases, sculptures 

with emphasis on tiger conservation.  

SYED AHMED  

Former district Congress president Syed Ahmed 

passed away at his native village of Saidpura due to 

ill health. The 90-year-old leader was suffering from 

fever since the past few days.  

MOHAMMAD SHAFI BHAT  

Senior National Conference leader and former MP 

Mohammad Shafi Bhat died. Bhat was 71. A law 

graduate Bhat, joined National Conference decades 

ago, and got elected to the Lok Sabha on the party 

ticket from Srinagar parliamentary constituency in 

1989. 

N KUMAR  

N Kumar, Director of State-owned Coal India 

Limited died. He assumed the charge of Director 

(Technical) of Coal India Limited in 2012.  

CARLOS ALBERTO  

Brazilian football legend and captain of the 

country's legendary 1970 World Cup winning 

national team, Carlos Alberto died. He was 72.  

RAJ BEGUM  

Legendary Kashmiri singer and Padma Shri 

awardee Raj Begum died. She was 89. Raj Begaum 



was awarded Padma Shri in 2002 and Sangeet 

Akademi award in 2013.  

KASHMIRI LAL ZAKIR  

Noted poet, novelist, and short story writer 

Kashmiri Lal Zakir passed away. He was 97. 

NALINI DHAR BHATTACHARYYA  

Noted Assamese poet, literary critic, author, and 

winner of the Sahitya Akademi award Nalinidhar 

Bhattacharyya passed away at a private hospital in 

Guwahati. 

 

ISLAM KARIMOV  

Uzbekistan's President Islam Karimov, who 

dominated the Central Asia's most populous nation 

for more than 25 years, has died at the age of 78. 

LINDSAY TUCKETT  

Cricket South Africa (CSA) has paid rich tribute to 

the world’s oldest cricketer, Lindsay Tuckett, who 

passed away in Bloemfontein at the age of 97. 

SUBHASH CHANDRA LAKHOTIA  

Noted tax expert and investment consultant Subhash 

Chandra Lakhotia passed away. He was 67. 

AYUB KHAN  

Former Union Minister and a hero of 1965 Indo-

Pakistan War, Captain Ayub Khan died. He was 83. 

CARLO AZEGLIO CIAMPI  

Italy's Former President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi died. 

He was 95. 

ARNOLD PALMER  

American golf legend Arnold Palmer has died in 

Pittsburgh at the age of 87.  

K MADHAVAN  

Freedom fighter and communist leader K Madhavan 

passed away at a private hospital in Kanhangad in 

the district due to old age ailments. He was 101. 

SHIMON PERES  

Nobel Prize winner and former Israeli president and 

Prime Minister, Shimon Peres, died. He was 93.  

MAX WALKER  

Former Australia medium-pace bowler and 

colourful television commentator Max Walker has 

died aged 68.

 

AWARDS 

KUSUMANJALIS SAHITYA SAMMAN 2016 

MP Veerendra Kumar was awarded Kusumanjalis Sahitya Samman won the prize for his travelogue "Danube 

Sakshi” for his contribution to Malayalam literature. Author Kusum Khemani was awarded Kusumanjalis 

Sahitya Samman for her Hindi novel "Lavanya Devi “her contribution to Hindi.  

'TODAY'S TRAVELLER AWARD 2016' 

Arunachal Pradesh received the 'Today's Traveller Award 2016' award at the 10th Annual Today's Traveller 

Awards 2016 held in New Delhi. 

NATIONAL TOURISM AWARD  

An American woman journalist Sante Fe-based Stephanie Pearson won the award for 'Best Foreign Journalist 

for India' for her feature writes up on Kerala. 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD AT GOA FILM FESTIVAL  

Bollywood filmmaker N Chandra honoured with the Lifetime Achievement award during the 8th Goa State 

Film Festival. 



RAJIV GANDHI NATIONAL SADBHAVANA AWARD  

Singer Shubha Mudgal was awarded the Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award for her outstanding 

contribution towards the promotion of communal harmony, peace, and goodwill. 

INDIAN FILM FESTIVAL OF MELBOURNE 2016 AWARD  

Bollywood actors Sonam Kapoor and Nawazuddin Siddiqui bagged the best actress and best actor awards at 

the Indian Film Festival of Melbourne 2016. Rishi Kapoor was honoured with the lifetime achievement 

award for excellence in cinema. 

‘ARUNACHAL RATNA' AWARD  

Arunachal Pradesh government conferred the first 'Arunachal Ratna' award to Deputy Superintendent of 

Police Bomto Kamdak posthumously. 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  

Santoor maestro Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma will be conferred upon with the annual Sangeet Martand Ustad 

Chand Khan Lifetime Achievement Award 2016.  

APJ ABDUL KALAM AWARD  

Scientist P Shanmugam has bagged the Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Award for meritorious services in the Higher 

Education Department of Tamil Nadu.  

THE KALPANA CHAWLA AWARD  

The Kalpana Chawla Award for Courage and Daring Enterprise was presented to Jayanthi.  

RANI LAXMI BAI AWARD  

The Uttar Pradesh government announced to honour Indian wrestler Sakshi Malik who won a bronze at the 

Rio Olympic Games with the prestigious Rani Laxmi Bai Award. 

FRANCES CHEVALIER AWARD  

Actor Kamal Haasan has been chosen for the coveted French honour of Chevalier Award.  

SENIOR FELLOW AT YALE INSTITUTE  

Top economist and RBI's former deputy governor Rakesh Mohan has been named senior fellow at the 

prestigious Yale University's institute for global affairs.  

ASIAN FILMMAKER AWARD  

Late Iranian director Abbas Kiarostami has been selected for the Asian Filmmaker of the Year Award at the 

Busan International Film Festival beginning October 6.  

YOUNG SCIENTIST INSA AWARD 2016  

The Indian National Science Academy in New Delhi is the apex body of Indian scientists representing all 

branches of science & technology. The INSA Young Scientists Award, considered to be the highest 

recognition of promise, creativity and excellence in a young scientist.  

KHEL RATNA AWARD  

Olympic stars P.V. Sindhu, Sakshi Malik and Dipa Karmakar were conferred India's highest sporting honour 

— the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna — along with shooter Jitu Rai. 

 



SARASWATI SAMMAN 

Jammu-based poet and novelist Padma Sachdev was awarded the prestigious Saraswati Samman for the year 

2015 for her autobiography Chitt-Chete in Dogri language. 

BIJU PATNAIK SPORTS AWARD  

Prominent woman athlete Purnima Hembram was conferred with the prestigious Biju Patnaik Sports Award 

on the National Sports Day. 

TENZING NORGAY AWARD  

President Pranab Mukherjee awarded the Tenzing Norgay National Adventure award to ace mountaineer and 

senior ITBP officer Harbhajan Singh. 

'PRIDE OF INDIA' AWARDS  

Two visiting BJP leaders Vijay Jolly and Vijay Mehta have been presented with the 'Pride of India' awards 

for bringing honour to the community and country through their outstanding contributions. 

SWACHH BHARAT SHORT FILM FESTIVAL AWARD 

Young filmmaker Katyayan Shivpuri, from Maharashtra, won the first prize at the Swachh Bharat Short Film 

Festival for his work "Murga".  

CLEANEST TOURIST DESTINATION AWARD 

Gangtok, the capital city of Sikkim, has been named as the 'Cleanest City Destination' by the Union Ministry 

of Tourism.  

NASA AWARD  

A team in the US has won a whopping USD 750,000 prize from NASA for designing a robot that can retrieve 

samples from challenging terrains, and could help the space agency explore surfaces of planets such as Mars 

in future missions.  

GOOGLE SCIENCE FAIR PRIZE 2016  

Indian-origin South African girl Kiara Nirghin won the Google Science Fair prize 2016. She won this grand 

prize of 50000 US dollars scholarship for using orange peel to develop a cheaper super-absorbent material 

that helps soil retain water. 

SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI AWARD 

Noted Bharatanatyam dancer C V Chandrasekhar, musician Hridaynath Mangeshkar and Ghazal singer 

Bhupinder Singh were among the artists who were presented coveted Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship 

and awards by President Pranab Mukherjee. 

KNIGHTHOOD BY FRANCE 

Film-maker and elephant researcher Prajna Chowta was recently appointed Chevalier de l'Ordre National du 

Mérite (Knight in the National Order of Merit) by the French Government. 

EKALAVYA AWARD  

Sprinter Srabani Nanda has bagged the 24th Ekalavya Award for the year 2016 in recognition of her sporting 

excellence. 

She will get a cash award of Rs 5 lakh along with a citation at the Ekalavya Award function. 



CHAPLIN AWARD  

The Film Society of Lincoln Center announced Robert De Niro as the recipient of the 44th Chaplin Award. 

De Niro will be presented with the award at an award gala on 8 May 2017. 

YASH BHARTI AWARDEES  

The Uttar Pradesh government declared the last list of Yash Bharati awardees. As many as 54 persons would 

receive the award for the year 2016-17, including prominent names like Hindi film actor Naseeruddin Shah, 

PayTM CEO Vijay Shekhar, Paralympic athlete Varun Kumar, qawwali singers Aftab and Hashim (Sabri 

Brothers) and film directors Saurabh Shukla and Atul Tiwari. 

BOOKER PRIZE  

Paul Beatty has become the first American author to win the prestigious Man Booker Prize for "The Sellout" 

-- a satire of race and class in the United States. 

MALAIKA VAZ  

Goa-born Malaika Vaz has won the 2016 Wildscreen National Geographic Roar Talent Bursary Award at 

the recently held Wildscreen festival. For the first time in the history of the festival an Indian has bagged this 

award. 

NOBEL PRIZE IN MEDICINE  

The Nobel Prize in medicine has been awarded to Yoshinori Ohsumi for his discoveries on how the body’s 

cells detoxify and repair themselves. 

NOBEL PRIZE IN PHYSICS 

Three British scientists David Thouless, Duncan Haldane, and Michael Kosterlitz have won the Nobel Prize 

in physics for their work on exotic states of matter that may pave the way for quantum computers and other 

revolutionary technologies. 

NOBEL PRIZE IN CHEMISTRY 

Frenchman Jean-Pierre Sauvage, British-born Fraser Stoddart, and Dutch scientist Bernard “Ben” Feringa 

won the Nobel Prize in chemistry for developing minuscule machines at the molecular level.  

SUSTAINABLE DEV LEADERSHIP AWARD 

Sikkim Chief Minister Pawan Kumar Chamling was conferred with the 'Sustainable Development 

Leadership Award' by President Pranab Mukherjee in recognition of his leadership in making the 

northeastern state the first and only organic state in the country.  

2016 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE  

The 2016 Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos for his efforts to 

end civil war with FARC rebel group. 

2016 NOBEL ECONOMICS PRIZE  

Harvard University’s Oliver Hart and Bengt Holmstroem of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology were 

awarded the 2016 Nobel Prize in Economics for their work on contract theory and its role in shaping 

everything from executive pay to public sector privatizations. 

 



UGANDAN GOVT HONOUR FOR LITERARY WORK 

Former Uttarakhand chief minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank has been conferred with a prestigious award 

by the Ugandan government for promoting human values through his literature.  

NOBEL PRIZE IN LITERATURE 2016  

The singer and songwriter Bob Dylan was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature for “having created new 

poetic expressions within the great American song tradition,” in the words of the Swedish Academy. 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FROM SJAM  

As a part of its golden jubilee celebrations, the Sports Journalists Association of Mumbai (SJAM) will present 

cricket legend Sunil Manohar Gavaskar with the Lifetime Achievement award here on December 11.  

PARMARTH SEVA RATNA AWARD  

Maharashtra Governor C Vidyasagar Rao presented Parmarth Seva Ratna Award to Sajjan Jindal, Chairman, 

and Managing Director of Jindal Group. 

AISA PACIFIC SCREEN AWARDS  

Six Indian films including Bollywood thriller "Psycho Raman," have bagged eight major nominations in the 

10th edition of Asia Pacific Screen awards this year.  

PUBLIC SPIRITEDNESS AWARD  

Singapore honoured Indian-origin U Silvakumar with Public Spiritedness Award for his life-saving efforts 

to help an elderly unconscious Chinese man.  

CAM INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL AWARD  

Indian Documentary film "Daughters of Mother India", directed by Vibha Bakshi, has won at the 6th CAM 

International Film Festival in Cairo.  

US-BASED KERALA CENTRE HONOUR  

The Indian American Kerala Cultural and Civic Centre will honour five Indian-American Malayalees for 

their outstanding achievements and service to the society. 

INDIAN ARMY HONOUR  

Army chief Gen Dalbir Singh felicitated the Indian Army team which has achieved the Gold standards in the 

grueling Cambrian Patrol. 

PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARD  

Renowned artist Sudarsan Pattnaik has won people's choice award for his sand sculpture 'Mahatma Gandhi 

sculpture for non-violence and peace' made during an international championship in Russia. 

NALCO GURU KELUCHARAN AWARD, 2016 

Eminent dance guru Kishore Kumar Mohanty and noted Odia cine actress Jharana Das would be honoured 

with the prestigious Nalco Guru Kelucharan Award for 2016 for their outstanding contribution. The award 

would be presented to Rajib Bhattacharya, Madhusmita Mohanty, P Praveen Kumar and Rupak Kumar 

Parida.  

 

 



'KNIGHT OF LEGION OF HONOUR'  

Biocon chairperson and managing director Kiran Mazumdar Shaw has been appointed 'Chevalier de l'Ordre 

National de la Legion d'Honneur' (Knight of the National Order of the French Legion of Honour) for her 

outstanding contribution and dedication to Biosciences and Research field globally.  

LITERATE INDIAN NATIONAL LITERACY AWARD  

Chhattisgarh has once again been selected for the Literate Indian National Literacy Award.  

HERITAGE HEROES AWARD  

Assam-based ecologist and conservation activist Bibhuti Lahkar has become the first Asian to be awarded 

the prestigious Heritage Heroes Award by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).  

MCC LIFE MEMBERSHIP HONOUR 

Former Indian women’s team captain Anjum Chopra has been awarded a honourary life membership of the 

Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) along with Zaheer Khan and Virender Sehwag. 

1ST BRICS FILM FESTIVAL AWARD 

Raam Reddy’s Kannada film Thithi was conferred the Best Film award by Union Minister of Information 

and Broadcasting Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu at the 1st BRICS Film Festival. South African actor Thabo 

Rametsi won the Best Actor (Male) award, Russian actress Yulia Peresild was given the Best Actor (Female) 

and Chinese director Huo Jianqi was announced as the Best Director. The next edition of the BRICS Film 

Festival will take place in Chengdu, China. 

UNESCO LITERACY PRIZE  

Jan Sikshan Sansthan (JSS), a Kerala-based NGO will receive the prestigious UNESCO Confucius Prize for 

Literacy for its literacy-linked skill development activities at a ceremony in Paris. 

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Four prominent Indian Americans have been awarded by Indo-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater 

Houston (IACCGH) for their outstanding and tireless work. The "Young Professional of the Year" was 

presented to Malisha Patel, Revati Puranik, Bhavesh (Bob) Patel, and Abezaar S Tayabji. 

FON SOUTH ASIA SHORT STORY AWARD  

Writer Meghna Pant will be honoured with Kumaon Literary Festival's FON (Fellows of Nature) South 

AsiaShort Story Award in Nature writing in October for her short story "People of the Sun."  Indian-

American physician to receive National Humanities Medal AWARD 

Indian-American physician-author Abraham Verghese, whose work has emphasised empathy in medicine, 

has been selected for the prestigious 2015 National Humanities Medal.  Indian American scientist Ramesh 

Raskar wins US$500000 2016 Lemelson-MIT Prize AWARD. 

ARJUNA AWARDS  

Rohit Sharma was given the Arjuna Award for the year 2015 and Ajinkya Rahane for 2016. Sharma by Sports 

Minister Vijay Goel at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium. 

 

 



PRIYADARSHINI GLOBAL AWARDS  

Noted scientist and Chairman of ISRO, A S Kiran Kumar and Bollywood actors Katrina Kaif and Juhi 

Chawla are among recipients of the Priyadarshini Global Awards 2016. 

68TH EMMYS AWARD 2016  

"The People v OJ Simpson" triumphed at the 68th Primetime Emmys, winning five awards including best 

limited series, while fantasy drama "Game of Thrones" was honoured as the best drama for the second 

consecutive year. "Veep" was named best comedy series and its star, Julia Louis-Dreyfus, won a record-

breaking fifth Emmy as best comedy actress. Courtney B Vance bagged best actor in limited series or movie, 

Sarah Paulson won best actress and the best supporting actor honour to Sterling K Brown. HBO series "Game 

of Thrones", made Emmy history, pushing its lifetime total number of awards to 38.  The GOT won 12 

Emmys this year, out of 23 total nominations.  

ASIAN ACHIEVERS AWARDS  

Indian-origin British obstetrician Lord Narendra Babubhai Patel was given the 'Lifetime Achievement 

Award' during the Asian Achievers Awards for his work in the medical profession and public life in Britain 

over the years. 

BANGABIBHUSHAN AWARD  

To honour her contributions to Bengali songs, West Bengal government will confer this year's 

'Bangabibhushan' to legendary singer Lata Mangeshkar.  

BHARATHIAR AWARDS  

A veteran South African Tamil activist Mickey Chetty was honoured for devoting his life to the promotion 

of Indian languages in the country.  

UN YOUNG LEADERS  

Two Indians Trisha Shetty and Ankit Kawatra and Karan Jerath an Indian-American are among 17 people 

selected for the inaugural class of UN Young Leaders for Sustainable Development Goals. 

LALIT ARPAN SAMMAN  

Hindustani classical singer Shubha Mudgal will be honoured with the annual Lalit Arpan Samman this year. 

OUTSTANDING PSU OF YEAR AWARD  

The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) received the Outstanding PSU of the year award given by All 

India Management Association (AIMA). 

'VISARANAI' TO REPRESENT INDIA AT OSCARS 2017  

Filmmaker Vetrimaaran's crime thriller "Visaranai" beat competition from films like "Bajirao Mastani" and 

"Fan" to become India's official entry to the Oscars next year in the best foreign film category. 

2016 RIGHT LIVELIHOOD AWARD   

The 2016 Right Livelihood Award widely referred as the Alternative Nobel Prize was announced in 

Stockholm, Sweden. The laureates of this year’s Right Livelihood Award include 

Syria Civil Defence (The White Helmets) 

Egypt’s Mozn Hassan and Nazra for Feminist Studies 



Russia’s Svetlana Gannushkina 

Turkish daily Cumhuriyet 

LATA MANGESHKAR AWARD  

Veteran music director and violinist Uttam Singh was named for the 2016 Lata Mangeshkar Award for 

Lifetime Achievement from the Maharashtra Government. 

MOORTIDEVI AWARD  

Telugu author and eminent scholar Prof Kolakaluri Enoch was honoured with the 29th Moortidevi Award 

2015 for his novel Ananta Jeevanam.  

BEST TOURIST FRIENDLY AIRPORT 

Airports Authority of India’s Tirupati Airport has been awarded as “Best Tourist Friendly Airport” under the 

category for “State Annual Excellence Awards for the year 2015-16” by Andhra Pradesh Tourism. 

7TH JAGRAN FILM FESTIVAL  

The 81-year-old Bollywood veteran Prem Chopra will be honored with the Lifetime Achievement award at 

the ongoing 7th Jagran Film Festival.  

MISCELLANEOUS 

4 Indian-origin persons among US' top wealth advisors: Forbes   

Four Indian-origin persons have been named among Americas top wealth advisors by Forbes on a list of 200 

members who collectively manage USD 675 billion. Raj Sharma and Ash Chopra, both working in Merrill 

Lynch - Private Banking & Investment Group, have been ranked 17th and 129 respectively on the Forbes 

2016 Americas Top Wealth Advisors list. 

 

5 Indian-origin South Africans in 100 top youth leaders list  

Five Indian-origin South Africans feature in a list of the top 100 youth figures who are expected to shape the 

future of Africa. The project to identify the top 100 influencers, innovators, trailblazers, healers and 

disruptors aims to highlight how the future of the African continent lies with its youth. The leaders were 

selected by public nomination in a project coordinated by Independent Media, one of South Africa’s top 

media groups. 

Madhuri Dixit Nene is now the brand ambassador of 'MAA- Mother's Absolute Affection' campaign 

Bollywood actress Madhuri Dixit alongside Health & Family Welfare Minister J P Nadda launched 'MAA- 

Mother's Absolute Affection', a nationwide programme to promote breast-feeding. 

Murli Manohar Joshi releases a book on parliament's functioning  

BJP senior leader and Chairperson of Estimates Committee Murli Manohar Joshi released a book titled "The 

Indian Parliament - Beyond the Seal and Signature of Democracy" in Parliament. The book is penned by 

Devender Singh, Additional Secretary, Lok Sabha Secretariat. 

Premji, Nadar in Forbes list of 100 richest tech tycoons  

Wipro Chairman Azim Premji and HCL co-founder Shiv Nadar are the only two billionaires from India 

in Forbes’ list of the world’s 100 richest people in technology, ranking in the top 20 ahead of Google boss 



Eric Schmidt and Uber CEO Travis Kalanick.The ‘100 Richest Tech Billionaires in the World 2016’ list has 

been topped by Microsoft founder Bill Gates with an estimated fortune of $78 billion. 

Cipla, Godrej Consumer Products in Change the World list  

Two Indian companies -- Cipla and Godrej Consumer Products   -- have been named in Fortune magazine's 

list of top 50 companies that are addressing global social problems as part of their core business strategy.  

Deepika becomes brand ambassador of Indian Psychiatric Society  

Bollywood actress Deepika Padukone, who herself battled depression, has joined hands with the Indian 

Psychiatric Society as its brand ambassador to spread awareness about mental health and help reduce the 

stigma associated with 

Vice President releases the book ‘Patriots, Poets, and Prisoners: Selections from Ramananda 

Chatterjee's The Modern Review, 1907-1947’  

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Hamid Ansari released the book ‘Patriots, Poets and Prisoners: 

Selections from Ramananda Chatterjee's The Modern Review, 1907-1947’ edited by Shri Anikendra Sen, 

Shri Devangshu Datta and Ms. Nilanjana S. Roy. The Vice President congratulated the editors for the 

selection undertaken, and the publisher for bringing this anthology to the notice of the present generation of 

citizens. The founder-editor, Ramananda Chatterjee was a man of vision, he added.  

 

SRK, Akshay, Salman, Amitabh in Forbes list of highest paid actors  

Bollywood stars Shah Rukh Khan, Amitabh Bachchan, Salman Khan, and Akshay Kumar are among the 

world’s highest paid actors of 2016, raking as many dollars as Hollywood heavyweights Robert Downey Jr 

and Brad Pitt, according to a Forbes list topped by wrestler-turned-actor Dwayne Johnson. 

Iran partner country at India Chem petrochemicals expo next month  

Iran will be the partner country at India's largest chemicals and petrochemicals event - India Chem 2016 - to 

be held here September 1-3, industry chamber FICCI said. India Chem, the ninth edition of which will be 

held at the Bombay Exhibition Centre here, is a joint initiative of the Union Ministry of Chemicals and 

Fertilizers and the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, while the theme this year is 

"Exploring Opportunities". 

5 Indian-Americans among America’s richest people: Forbes  

Five Indian-Americans are among the richest in the US, according to a Forbes list of 400 people which has 

been topped by Microsoft’s co-founder Bill Gates for the 23rd year in a row. 

Telangana's Bathukamma Festival Enters Guinness Book of World Records  

Telangana state festival 'Bathukamma' entered the Guinness Book of World Records as 9,292 women 

participated in the ceremony at LB Stadium that was also attended by Tennis star Sania Mirza. 

India shows 2nd highest growth in science research: Report  

India is at the second position among countries with the highest increase in their contribution to high-quality 

scientific research, according to a new report which shows that the growth of research in the country is only 

behind China.  



India home to 4th largest population of HNWIs in APAC: Report  

India is home to the fourth largest population of high net worth individuals (HNWI) in the Asia Pacific 

region, with total wealth of USD 797 billion, says a report.  

Pakistan the 4th most unsafe country in the world – Global Survey Report 

According to the ‘Global Travel and Tourism Report’, by the World Economic Forum, Pakistan is the 4th 

most unsafe country in the world. 

The report ranked countries on the basis of ‘Safety and Security,’ where Pakistan attained a score of 3.04, 

while Finland, the safest country in the world, had a score of 6.7. 

India, China hold first joint army exercise in Jammu and Kashmir  

 As part of the ongoing initiative to enhance interaction and cooperation between India and China, under the 

provisions of Border Defense Cooperation Agreement, 2013, the Indian and Chinese armies held the second 

joint exercise "Sino-India Cooperation 2016 A". This was a sequel to the first exercise held on February 6, 

2016. 

The Sleepwalker's Dream authored by Dhrubajyoti Borah released  

Book titled The Sleepwalker's Dream authored by Dhrubajyoti Borah released. The book authored by Borah, 

President of Asam Sahitya Sabha, narrates the journey of a group of militants towards an elusive freedom 

and an uncertain future. 

UK Mayor Sadiq Khan most influential Asian in Britain  

London Mayor Sadiq Khan, son of a bus driver from Pakistan, is the most influential Asian in the UK, 

according to a list featuring Britain’s 101 prominent Asians, including Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala 

Yousafzai, the Hinduja brothers, Laxmi Mittal and musician Zayn Malik. 

India Ranked 130th in ease of doing business index  

According to the World Bank's latest 'Doing Business' report, India has been ranked 130th in the list of 190 

countries. New Zealand has topped this list. 

Gender parity: Despite 21-place jump, India at a lowly 87  

India was ranked low at 87th place globally in terms of gender equality despite a jump of 21 places from last 

year largely due to progress on the education front while Iceland has topped the chart. India was ranked 108th 

on the annual Global Gender Gap index compiled by Geneva-based World Economic Forum. 

UN issues stamp to honour M S Subbulakshmi  

The UN released a postage stamp to honour India's most celebrated Carnatic music artist M S Subbulakshmi, 

who had performed at the world body 50 years ago.  

Yesudas to be brand ambassador of ‘Haritha Keralam’ project  

CPI (M)-led LDF government has roped in eminent Carnatic vocalist and playback singer K J Yesudas as 

the brand ambassador of its ambitious ‘Haritha Keralam’ (Green Kerala) project, a massive initiative 

envisaged for a garbage-free and clean state.  

 

 



Arjun Vajpai breaks more records for India 

Professional Indian mountaineer Arjun Vajpai scaled the world's sixth highest mountain Cho Oyu. The 23-

year-old reached the summit before dawn along with his sherpa's and another expedition member after 

leaving from Camp 3 post-midnight. 

Michael Jackson Tops Forbes' 2016 Top-Earning Dead Celebrities List  

Although it’s been nine years since his passing, the King of Pop's lucrative empire only continues to grow, 

as Michael Jackson earns another No. 1 spot, this time on Forbes' 2016 Top-Earning Dead Celebrities list. 

Rajasthan International Folk Festival opens  

The ninth edition of the Rajasthan International Folk Festival, popularly known as Jodhpur RIFF. For the 

first time, the global music connoisseurs will experience lesser known folk music from Brazil and Slavic 

gypsy music amid the rampart of the magnificent Mehrangarh Fort. 

The Women of India Festival-2016 inaugurated in Delhi  

Minister of Women and Child Development Maneka Gandhi inaugurated the 'Women of India Festival 2016'. 

This event will offer biggest selection of organic products prepared by women. The festival will be held from 

October 14-23 at Dilli Haat at INA area. 

Kerala Island finds mention in NatGeo's best destinations list  

The tiny island of Kakkathuruthu in Kerala's backwaters has made it to a select list of stunning destinations 

across the world compiled by the National Geographic magazine.  

Anil Kumble, Virender Sehwag launch book on Virat Kohli in the capital  

The book, named "Driven: The Virat Kohli Story" has been written by senior journalist Vijay Lokapally and 

published by Bloomsbury India. It was unveiled in an event. 

New York City Mayor declares October 19 as ‘Waris Ahluwalia Day’  

In a rare honour, New York City declared October 19, 2016 as Waris Ahluwalia day in recognition of the 

Sikh-American actor and designer for his “powerful” message of countering ignorance and advocating for 

religious understanding and tolerance. 

 Sudarshan Patnaik is brand ambassador for International Sand  

Renowned sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik has been declared as the brand ambassador for the 5th International 

Sand Art Festival to be held at Konark by the tourism department of Odisha. 

International Sand Art Festival is a popular annual event organised by Odisha Tourism from December 1 to 

5 at Konark in Puri. 

'Mumbai among 15 global cities in terms of total wealth held'  

India's financial hub Mumbai has been named among top 15 cities globally in terms of total wealth held, 

while London topped the list, says a report.  

'A Death in the Gunj' premieres at 18th Mumbai Film Fest  

Actress Konkona Sensharma's directorial debut "A Death in the Gunj" saw its Indian premiere at the 18th  

Jio MAMI Mumbai International Film Festival with Star. 

 



Esha named Goodwill Ambassador for children's free heart surgeries 

 Bollywood actress Esha Gupta has been named as the Goodwill Ambassador for the free heart surgeries for 

children under 16. 

Esha took to Instagram to share a photograph of herself with Suresh G. Roa, who is behind the initiative. 

Maharashtra Guv inaugurates 'World Peace Conference'  

Maharashtra Governor Ch Vidyasagar Rao inaugurated the 19th 'World Peace Conference'.  

India, Sri Lanka hold joint military exercise  

India and Sri Lanka started a joint military exercise 'Mitra Shakti 2016' in Ambepussa, Sri Lanka. This 

exercise will conclude on November 6. This is the fourth edition of the exercise. 

Gavaskar named 'Stroke Ambassador for India'  

Former Cricketer Sunil Gavaskar has been named as the 'Stroke Ambassador for India'. The announcement 

was made at the inaugural function of 10th World Stroke Congress (WSC) by Indian Stroke Association 

which is hosting the event along with World Stroke Organization, a World Health Organization-affiliated 

NGO dedicated to the global fight against stroke. 

SOME IMPORTANT NEWS

Logistics Performance Index  

India has been ranked 35 among 160 countries in 

World Bank's recently-released Logistics 

Performance Index (LPI) for 2016. 

World’s Largest Indoor Theme Park  

Dubai Opens the World’s Largest Indoor Theme 

Park. The largest of its kind, IMG Worlds of 

Adventure costs $1 billion to build. 

Guinness World Records  

The Guinness World Records declared Assam's 

Majuli as the largest river island in the world. The 

island is in the Brahmaputra River. 

India is the second most ‘unequal’ country  

India is the second most ‘unequal’ country in the 

world after Russia, with millionaires controlling 

more than half of its total wealth, a report by 

Johannesburg-based wealth research firm New 

World Wealth said in a report. 

Malaria-free  

Sri Lanka was declared malaria-free by the World 

Health Organisation which called it a "remarkable 

public health achievement".  

Top educational institutions  

Seven Indian institutes have been listed in the top 

400 educational institutions in the world by a UK 

survey. 

QS World University Rankings 2016 

According to ‘QS World University Rankings 2016’ 

survey, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT) hold on to the top spot, followed by two other 

American universities – Stanford at second position 

and Harvard at third position. 

Top 10 global oil companies  

India's Reliance Industries has been ranked 8th 

among top 10 global oil companies, according to 

survey by 'Platts Top 250 Global Energy Company 

Rankings 2016'. 

Sanitation in rural areas  

Sikkim has been adjudged the cleanest state while 

Jharkhand comes last in the list on the condition of 

sanitation in rural areas of 26 states in which Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi's home state Gujarat is 

ranked 14th.  

 



Most Powerful Women  

PepsiCo CEO and Chairman Indra Nooyi is the only 

Indian origin woman in Fortunes 51 Most Powerful 

Women list that is topped by Mary Barra, CEO and 

Chairman of General Motors. 

World’s richest man  

Amancio Ortega, the Spanish founder of the Zara 

fashion chain has overtaken Bill Gates to become 

the world's richest man. 

Miss Diva 2016  

Roshmitha Harimurthy has been crowned Miss 

Diva 2016 and she will represent India at the Miss 

Universe pageant next year.  

‘Friendship-2016’  

Pakistan and Russia are set to hold their first-ever 

joint military exercise ‘Friendship-2016’ later this 

year, reflecting increased military cooperation 

between the two former Cold War rival. 

Yudh Abhyas 2016 

As part of the ongoing Indo-US defence 

cooperation, a joint military training exercise, 

‘Yudh Abhyas 2016’ is set to be conducted in 

Uttarakhand from September 14 to 27. 

Highest paid television actresses  

Priyanka Chopra has become the first Indian star to 

enter the Forbes list of highest paid television 

actresses in the world, after starring on American 

series "Quantico". The list has topped by American 

actress Sofia Vergara. 

Economic Freedom of the World: 2016 Annual 

Report. 

India has slipped by 10 positions to 112th, out of 

159 countries and territories, as it ‘fared badly’ 

across categories including legal system and 

regulation, according to the Economic Freedom of 

the World: 2016 Annual Report. 

 

Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit  

The US has agreed to be a partner country in the 8th 

Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit to be held from 

January 10 to 13, 2017 in Gandhinagar. 

India’s richest person 

Industrialist Mukesh Ambani was named India’s 

richest person for a ninth year in a row with a sharp 

increase in networth to USD 22.7 billion, while Sun 

Pharma’s Dilip Shanghvi was ranked a distant 

second with a wealth of USD 16.9 billion in the 

Forbes list of India’s 100 Richest People. 

The Eighth Edition of Exercise Indra  

India and Russia kicked off the eighth edition of 

Exercise Indra in Vladivostok that will see troops 

training for counter-terrorism operations in semi-

mountainous and jungle terrain.  

The 12th edition of the Indian-American joint 

military exercise "Yudh Abhyas" has concluded in 

Uttarakhand, with soldiers of both countries 

successfully conducting several anti-terrorism 

drills. 

Rank on the global competitiveness index 

India has climbed 16 places to the 39th rank on the 

Global Competitiveness Index prepared by the 

World Economic Forum as improved business 

sophistication and goods market efficiency pushed 

its ranking higher.  

Wealthiest city in India  

According to New World Wealth report, India's 

financial capital Mumbai, home to 45,000 

millionaires and 28 billionaires, is the wealthiest 

city in the country with total wealth of USD 820 

billion. 

  



 

 


