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Dear Aspirants,
We are very grateful to publish the "August 2019" edition of "Master in Current Affairs", which is a quintessential 
magazine, and provides the right information and essential knowledge. This edition is specially designed keeping in mind 
all the upcoming examinations.
This edition includes highly acclaimed sections, newsletters, news diary, forest liner, World of English, which are related to 
examinations. Chalte-Chalte is one of the most steering elements of this magazine on the go, which is mentioned below every page.
This edition provides a platform where all the candidates and guidance personnel can get together important issues this 
month, who can play a vital role in the upcoming exam. Important topics included in this edition are:
One of which is "US-Iran Crisis" - There is no formal diplomatic relationship between Iran and the United States since 1980. 
Tension increased between Iran and the United States in May 2019, when the US deployed an additional army in the Persian 
Gulf region after receiving an intelligence report from Iran, the alleged "campaign", all other details were given inside MICA.
Then another topic is "US-India Trade: GSP", as the United States is screwing up many partners in many global business 
competitions. India is its latest target, so all the necessary details are given in.
And the next topic is "Modi's Cabinet 2.0: Who, Who is". In this article, you have been explained about the Union Cabinet 
for the 17th Lok Sabha which includes 24 Cabinet Ministers, 9 Minister of State with Independent Charge and 
24 Minister of State.  In view of the examination, the complete list of Central Ministers is given in the August 
edition of this magazine.
Another topic is "SCO Summit 2019" - 2019 Shanghai Cooperation Conference, 13-14 June was held in 
Bishkek, the capital of Kyrgyz, in the second year India participated as a full member and all major details 
are included within MICA.
Another topic is "Acute Encephalitis Syndrome" - Encephalitis is a swelling in the layers of 
tissue covering the brain or in the membranes. It is also known as acute viral encephalitis and 
spasmodic fever in Hindi, hence the reason for this, and the details of the treatment are given 
inside the MICA.
In this edition we are providing "SBI Clerk Mains" paper for your self-assessment. There is a 
separate section called Quiz Time for your self-assessment, which includes all possible multiple 
choice questions from the current affairs of this month. This will be highly beneficial for 
upcoming exams. The subjects of the next issue will be different, we ensure that we will 
try to serve you with a rich content of knowledge with the next version.

Best of Luck for your exams.
Your suggestions will be highly appreciated and welcomed.

 
 With Best Wishes
 Editor : N.K. Jain                                “Your Success is Our Success”

Editorial
"If you want a thing done well, do it yourself.”
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INTERVIEWNIvEDhA

AUGUST 2019  MICAIndia has extended a grant of $15 million to Niger to help it organize the African Union (AU) summit. 

PERSONAL DETAILS

Father’s Name  :  Mr. Thangadurai

Mother’s Name :  Mrs. Amudha

Hobbies  : Stitching, Dancing

Prior Selection  :  No

Name of the Exam : UCO Bank - PO

Roll No. of Qualified Exam : 1680583269

Roll No. of Mahendra Institute : CNI0431814408

Nivedha

MICA : Mahendra's family 
expresses its heartfelt 
congratulations on your 
success.

Nivedha : Thank You so much.

MICA : To whom do you want 
to give the credit of your 
selection?

Nivedha : I give all credit to God, my 
parents and my brother.

MICA : After how many attempts 
did you succeed in this 
examination?

Nivedha : After 6 attempts.

MICA : What is the role of 
Mahendra's institute in 
your selection?

Nivedha : The Institute helped me a 
lot. Specifically Mock test 
and MICA.

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the examination?

Nivedha : 

English Language
Reading Newspaper daily. Attempted 

English error detection quiz.

Reasoning Ability 
Regular practice and Mock test from 

Mahendra's portal.

Numerical Ability
Mock test from Mahendra's portal, 

specific topic wise test.

General Awareness
MICA and daily current affairs from 

Mahendra's youtube channel

MICA : What would you say about 
“Master in Current Affairs” 
Magazine (MICA) and 
Mahendra Guru Website?

Nivedha : It is very helpful for my 
preperation.

MICA : What is the best thing about 
our coaching institute, 
according to you?

Nivedha : Weekly MCA and Speed 
Test.

MICA : What is the role of “Time 
Management” in one’s 
success?

Nivedha : It increases the chance of 
selection and number of 
Attempts.

MICA : How did you prepare for 
the Interview?

Nivedha :Getting reviews from 
previous interviews and 
practicing more mock 
interviews.

MICA : Tell us about the Interview 
Board and the questions 
asked?

Nivedha : Interview board members 
were friendly and they 
maintained me in relaxed 
manner and asked the 
questions from basics.

The questions asked were:

I.  Tell us about yourself.

II.  Why did you choose this 
background? Because I am 
from computer background.

III.  Software companies role in 
India, what are they actually 
doing?

IV.  Rupay card? Crop Insurance?

MICA : By whom did you get 
information of your 
selection and what was 
your reaction?

Nivedha : I myself checked it. I told 
it to my parents. They were 
all very happy about my 
selection.

MICA : What message do you 
want to convey to other 
aspirants?

Nivedha : Keep on trying, attempt 
more mock test.

MICA : Congratulations once again 
on your success. Your 
success is our success 

Nivedha : Thank You
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CURRENT AFFAIRS One Liner

MICA  AUGUST 2019

ONE Liner
PERSONS IN NEWS

 # Who has become the first fighter pilot to qualify to undertake 
combat missions? - Bhawana Kanth

 # Who has been elected as a member of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) by the executive board 
of the world sport’s apex body?   
- Narinder Batra

 # Shivappa Shetty was passed away at the age of 86. He 
was associated with which of the following sports? 
 - Football

 # Rallapalli Venkata Narasimha Rao has passed away at the 
age of 74. He was a ……. - Telugu actor

 # Jeffrey Rosen has been appointed as deputy attorney 
general of which country? - USA

 # Who has been re-elected to the International Narcotics 
Control Board (INCB) for another term?  
 - Jagjit Pavadia

 # Seymour Nurse has passed away at the age of 85. He 
was a batsman from which countries?   
 - West Indies

 # Glenmark Pharmaceuticals appointed ………. as the 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Glenmark Life 
Sciences. - Yasir Rawjee

 # Veteran CPI leader and former Lok Sabha member 
………..  has passed away recently.   
 - Duti Krushna Pandey

 # Renowned …………. Baidyanath Mishra died at the 
age of 99. - Economist

 # Mrinal Mukherjee died at the age of 74. Who was he? 
 - Film and TV actor

 # Sahitya Akademi awardee Thoppil Mohamed Meeran 
died at the age of 74. He was the writer of which 
language? - Tamil

 # Who is appointed as country director in India by The 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation?   
 - M. Hari Menon

 # Roshan Taneja passed away at the age of 87. Who was 
he? - Acting guru

The summit will take place from July 7-8 in its capital Niamey.

AWARDS
 # Jokha Alharthi has won the prestigious Man Booker 

International Prize for her book "Celestial Bodies". She 
belongs to which country? - Oman

 # Former foreign secretary Shyam Saran will be 
conferred with 'the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and 
Silver Star'. This award is given by country?  
 - Japan

 # Who was honoured with the 'Global Asian of the Year 
2018-19' award? - Hema Diwakar

 # US President Donald Trump bestowed …………..  
with the Presidential Medal of Freedom.   
 - Tiger Woods

 # G D 'Robert' Govender has been honoured in the UK 
with 2019 V K Krishna Menon award. Who is he? 
 - An Indian Journalist

 # Hi-Tech Pipes Limited has received "Top Performer 
Award" for being one among the largest customer for 
Hot Rolled Coils. It was incorporated in which year? 
 - 1985

 # Which company has appointed its Managing Director 
Sanjiv Puri as Chairman and Managing Director of the 
company? - P&G

 # A K Sikri has been appointed as the chairperson of 
the News Broadcasting Standards Authority. He was 
former ……….. - Supreme court Judge

 # Ram Nihor Rakesh died at the age of 82. He was a 
senior leader of which of the following political 
parties? - Congress

 # Dinesh Pangtey has been appointed as Chief Executive 
Officer of ………... - LIC mutual fund

 # Council of European Chambers of Commerce 
(CEUCC) in India and European Union (EU) 
delegation honoured which indian actor for promoting 
Children’s Rights? - Anil Kapoor

 # A Book "The Barefoot Coach" is authored by former 
mental conditioning coach of Indian Cricket team 
………. - Paddy Upton
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One Liner

AUGUST 2019  MICA

NATIONAL & STATE

SCHEMES AND LAUNCHES

BJP MP and NDA nominee Om Birla has been unanimously elected as speaker of the Lok Sabha.

 # Dr K Sivan inaugurated the "Young Scientist 
Programme". He is the chairman of which 
institutions? -  ISRO

 # The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 
Development (NABARD) announced a ……………
venture capital fund for equity investments in 
agriculture and rural-focused startups.   
 -  Rs 700-crore

 # Ride-hailing platform, Ola has launched Ola 
Money Credit Card in partnership with which of the 
following? -  SBI card

 # Which state government has approved setting up 
of a commission to look into the problems faced by 
farmers? -  Meghalaya

 # Which country has released a special commemorative 
stamp to mark the 70th anniversary of establishment of 
its diplomatic ties with India?     
 -  Indonesia

 # West Bengal government's 'Utkarsh Bangla' scheme 
has been awarded with 'World Summit on the 
Information Society' (WSIS). It is given by which of 
the following countries? -  USA

 # Government has increased authorised capital of 
Allahabad Bank to ………………   
 -  Rs 8,000 crore

 # YSR Congress Chief Jagan Mohan Reddy has been 
sworn in as chief minister of which state?  
 - Andhra Pradesh

 # Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS), Vigraha, has been 
decommissioned at …… -  Vishakhapatnam

 # ISRO Chairman K Sivan flagged off the shipment 
of India's largest liquid hydrogen storage tank at the 
VRV Asia Pacific's manufacturing plant at Sri City in 
Chittoor. Chittoor is situated in which state?  
 -  Andhra Pradesh

 # IAF successfully fired the BrahMos air version missile 
from its frontline ……… fighter aircraft.  
 -  Su-30 MKI

 # Bi-annual conference of the National Cadet Corps 
(NCC) was held at ……… -  New Delhi

 # Justice S Ravindra Bhat was sworn in as the new Chief 
Justice of which High Court?     
 -  Rajasthan

 # A fourth Scorpene class submarine being constructed 
by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited for the 
Indian Navy was launched. What is the name of this 
submarine? -  Vela

 # A meeting of the Regional Heads of Customs 
Administration of Asia Pacific Region of the World 
Customs Organisation (WCO) held in which city? 
 -  Kochi

 # India’s first global, Mega-Science Exhibition ‘Vigyan 
Samagam’ held at ……… -  Mumbai

 # Which state government has appointed senior IPS 
officer Deven Bharti as the chief of the Anti-Terrorism 
Squad (ATS) of the state? -  Maharashtra

 # Which country has successfully test-fired surface-to-
surface ballistic missile Shaheen-II, capable of hitting 
targets as far as 1,500 kilometers away?   
 - Pakistan

 # Which country has launched a permanent residency 
scheme "Golden Card" to woo wealthy individuals and 
exceptional talents? -  UAE

 # Joko Widodo has been re-elected as the President of 
which country? -  Indonesia

 # Which country has appointed Mueenul Haq as its new High 
Commissioner to India? -  Pakistan

 # Who is appointed as the next High Commissioner of 
India to the Kingdom of Eswatini?   
 -  Radha Venkataraman

 # Volodymyr Zelenskiy takes oath as new President of 
which countries? -  Ukraine

 # A Meeting of Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM) 
of Shanghai Cooperation Organization was held in 
……….. -  Bishkek

 # Cyril Ramaphosa selected as president of which of the 
following country? -  South Africa

 # Which country has been re-elected as an observer to 
inter-governmental forum Arctic Council?  
 -  INDIA

 # India and …………. held the 11th Meeting of the Joint 
Working Group on Counter-Terrorism at Canberra. 
 -  Australia

 # Reza Baqir has been appointed as the governor of 
which of the following banks?     
                                             - State Bank of Pakistan

INTERNATIONAL
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CURRENT AFFAIRS One Liner
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FINANCIAL AWARENESS

 # Which company has appointed Shikha Sharma and 
Pidilite Industries MD Bharat Puri as additional and 
independent directors? - Tata Global Beverages

 # Defence Ministry approved Indian Navy's proposal to 
acquire 10 Kamov-31 choppers from Russia at a cost 
of around …………. - Rs 3,600 crore

 # ……………….. has increased the eligibility cap on 
home loans extended by regional rural banks and small 
finance banks. - Reserve Bank of India

 # According to report released by digital marketing 
platform SEMrush, Prime Minister of which country 
is the second most followed politician in the world on 
social media? - India

 # ……….. Finance Commission held a detailed meeting 
with the Governor and Deputy Governors of RBI in 
Mumbai. - 15th

 # Reliance Brands Ltd, a subsidiary of Reliance 
Industries Ltd, will acquire Hamleys for 67.96 million 
pounds (around Rs 620 crore) in an all-cash deal. 
Hamleys belongs to which country?   
 - Britain

 # Which country will get $6 billion from the IMF over the 
next three years to meet its foreign debt obligations? 
 - Pakistan

 # The digital payments company Paytm has collaborated 
with ………… and launched its 1st credit card called 
'Paytm First Card'. - Citibank

 # India has extended 1 billion dollar Line of Credit to 
which country to set up its first refinery at Sainshand 
in Dornogobi Province? - Mongolia

 # Reserve Bank of India has appointed its former Deputy 
Governor R. Gandhi as an additional director on the 
board of which bank? - Yes Bank

 # Which bank has partnered with India Mortgage Guarantee 
Corporation (IMGC) for a mortgage guarantee - backed 
home loan? - SBI

 # RBI has mandated all NBFC with a size of over 
………. to appoint chief risk officers (CROs).  
 - `5,000 crore

 # Which bank announced the country’s first ‘Green Car 
Loan’ (Electric Vehicle) to encourage customers to 
buy electric vehicles? - State Bank of India

 # National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) has 
approved the merger of Bharat Financial Inclusion Ltd 
with which of the following bank?   
 - IndusInd Bank

Global rating agency Fitch has cut India's growth forecast for the current fiscal for a second time in a 
row to 6.6 per cent.

 # Australian warship "HMAS Toowoomba" on visit to 
which city of India to boost ties?   
 -  Chennai

 # The inaugural Session of World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) Ministerial Meeting held in which city?  
 -  New Delhi

 # India is unanimously chosen as co-chair of the 
Consultative Group (CG) of Global Facility for 
Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) for the 
fiscal year ……. -  2020

 # Justice (retired) Madan B Lokur has been appointed to 
the Supreme Court of which country as a judge of its 
non-resident panel? -  Fiji

 # Joint Meetings of three conventions on chemicals and 
waste was held in which city?     
 -  Geneva

 # Prasar Bharati and ……….. have joined hands for the 
election results day on May 23, providing for a dedicated 
live stream of the verdict of the Lok Sabha and state polls 
on YouTube. - Google

 # ………… has toppled Indian Oil Corp. (IOC) to 
become the country’s biggest company by revenue. 
 - Reliance Industries

 # United Nations (UN) has projected India’s GDP 
growth for the financial year 2019-20 to ……..  
 - 7.10%

 # OECD has projected India’s GDP growth for the 
financial year 2019-20 to what percent?   
 - 7.50%

 # Which IT company has completed the acquisition of 75 
percent shareholding in ABN AMRO Bank's wholly - 
owned Stater NV? - Infosys

 # Which Bank has entered into an agreement with the 
BSE to buy stake in its subsidiary INX - located at 
GIFT City Gujarat? - ICICI Bank

 # Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed an 
agreement to provide ……….. equivalent in Indian 
rupee long-term financing to electrify railway tracks in 
India. - USD 750 million

 # Reliance Capital (RCap) will sell its stake in Reliance 
Nippon Life Asset Management Ltd (RNAM) to its 
joint venture partner Nippon Life Insurance. This life 
insurance company belong to which country?  
 - Japan
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One Liner

AUGUST 2019  MICA

SPORTS SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MISCELLANEOUS

 # The navies of India and ………. conducted their 
bilateral naval drill SIMBEX-2019 in the South China 
Sea. The exercise will be conducted till May 22.  
 - Singapore

 # Integral Coach Factory (ICF) will take up the design, 
development and production of ……...   
 - Train 18

 # India and …………..  will co-produce a film on 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.   
 - Bangladesh

 # Bandana Nepal has danced continuously for how many 
hours to set a Guinness World Records on "Longest 
Dancing Marathon by an Individual"?   
 - 126 hours

 # Which of the following the Indian Navy’s frontline 
missile destroyer, decommissioned at the naval 
dockyard in Visakhapatnam after having served for 36 
years? - INS Ranjit

 # Bajaj Auto Executive Director Rakesh Sharma 
has been elected as Vice-President of International 
Motorcycle Manufacturers Association (IMMA). It is 
based on which country? - Geneva

 # Which company, reclaimed the status of the country's 
most valued firm by market valuation, surpassing 
Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL)?    
 - TCS

 # Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) scripted 
history by successfully launching earth observation 
satellite RISAT-2B. Where is the headquarter of 
ISRO? - Bengaluru

 # ISRO launched the latest radar imaging satellite 
……….. on 22nd May. - RISAT-2B

 # Which country has started testing its fastest-ever bullet 
train, capable of reaching 400 kilometers per hour? 
 - Japan

 # DRDO has conducted successful flight test of 
‘ABHYAS’ - High-speed Expendable Aerial Target 
(HEAT) from Interim Test Range of which state?  
 - Odisha

 # Huawei Cloud, and …... signed a memorandum on 
strategic cooperation to jointly develop solutions 
around cloud computing services for business 
organisations? - Infosys

 # Second World Challenge Cup Series gymnastics 
tournament will be held in which country?  
 - Croatia

 # Karolina Pliskova has won the women's singles title of 
Italian Open in Rome. She belongs to which country? 
 - Czech Republic

 # Who has won the men's singles title of Italian Open in 
Rome? - Rafael Nadal

 # Niki Lauda paased away at the age of 70. He was associated 
with which sport? - Formula one

 # Shakib Al Hasan jumped to the top of the latest MRF 
Tyres ICC ODI rankings for all-rounders, which doesn't 
feature a single Indian in the top-10 chart. He belongs to 
which country? - Bangladesh

 # Volleyball Federation of India (VFI) named Dragan 
Mihailovic as the head coach the Indian men's 
volleyball team. He belongs to which country?  
 - Serbia

 # Indian boxers have won the how many medals at the 
36th Feliks Stamm International Boxing Tournament 
in Warsaw, Poland? - Six

 # Caster Semenya has won the ……… race at the Doha 
Diamond League. - 800 metres

 # Saurav Ghosal and Joshna Chinappa have won the 
Asian Squash Championship titles in which of the 
following countries? - Malaysia

 # Mumbai Indians beat Chennai Super Kings in the 
final of the Indian Premier League (IPL) at the Rajiv 
Gandhi International Stadium in ………….  
 - Hyderabad

 # David Warner got Orange Cap for scoring the highest 
runs in the IPL in 2019. He belongs to which of the 
following team? - Sunrisers Hyderabd

 # Mahendra Singh Dhoni became the most successful 
wicket-keeper in the history of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL). He belongs to which team in IPL?  
 - Chennai Superkings

 # Novak Djokovic has won the men's singles title of 
2019 Madrid Open tennis tournament. He belongs to 
which country? - Serbia

 # Gujarat Chief Minister ………..  will inaugurate the 
Saurashtra Premier League (SPL), a T20 tournament 
in Rajkot, Gujarat. - Vijay rupani

 # Who won the Spanish Grand Prix title?   
 - Lewis Hamilton

US pharmaceutical giant Pfizer announced the acquisition of biotechnology firm Array BioPharma.
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SPOTLIGHT ALL ThAT MATTERS
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ABBREvIATIONS IMPORTANT DAYS AND DATES

ECONOMIC GLOSSARY BOOKS & AUThORS

01

03

05

02

04

Amortisation

The running down or payment 
of a loan by instalments. An 
example is a repayment mortgage 
on a house, which is amortised 
by making monthly payments that 
over a pre-agreed period of time 
cover the value of the loan plus 
interest. With loans that are not 
amortised, the borrower pays 
only interest during the period of 
the loan and then repays the sum 
borrowed in full.

Capital Flight

A destructive process in which 
investors (both foreigners and 
domestic residents) withdraw their 
financial capital from a country 
as a result of what are perceived 
to be non-favourable changes 
in economic policies, political 
conditions, or other factors. The 
consequences of capital flight 
can include a contraction in real 
investment spending, a dramatic 
depreciation in the exchange rate, 
and a rapid tightening of credit 
conditions. Developing countries 
are most vulnerable to capital 
flight.

6th August Hiroshima Day

9th August Quit India Day/International Day of the 
World’s Indigenous Peoples

11th August National Daughter’s Day
13th August Organ Donation Day
15th August Indian Independence Day
19th August Photography Day
21st August World Senior Citizen’s Day
29th August National Sports Day

CDBS  -  Committee of Direction on Banking Statistics
CDRS  -  Corporate Debt Restructuring
CDS  -  Credit Default Swap
CEPA  - Comprehensive Economic Partnership Management
CFRA - Combined Finance and Revenue Accounts
CGRA  - Currency and Gold Revaluation Account
CIBIL  - Credit Information Bureau of India Limited
CMIS  - Currency Management Information System

CASTE :  
AS SOCIAL CAPITAL

THE 
TRANSFORMATIvE
CONSTITUTION

THE LOST DECADE 
2008-18

RE-FORMING INDIA

TAMIL CHARACTERS
PERSONALITIES, POLITICS, CULTURE

:- Prof. R. Vaidyanathan

:- A.R. VENKATACHALAPATHY

:- Niraja Gopal Jayal

:- Puja Mehra

:- Gautam Bhatia
Danish economist and environmentalist Inger Andersen took charge as new Executive Director of the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
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Moin-ul-Haq 

Career diplomat Moin-ul-
Haq has been appointed 

as Pakistan’s new High 
Commissioner to India to start 
a new process of engagement 
with the country where a new 
government is formed, amid 
strained relations between the two 
nuclear-armed neighbours. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan approved 
appointments of over two dozen 
ambassadors in various countries including India, China 
and Japan.
Mr. Haq, in his mid-fifties is the current ambassador to 
France. He has previously served as chief of protocol at 
the Foreign Office. He joined Foreign Service of Pakistan 
in 1987 and was posted in countries like 
Turkey, Canada and Sri Lanka. The post 
of High Commissioner to India fell vacant 
after Sohail Mehmood was appointed 
Pakistan’s new foreign secretary in April.

Karambir Singh 

Admiral Karambir Singh taken 
charge as the 24th Chief of 

the Naval Staff (CNS) from Adm. 
Sunil Lanba, who stepped down 
upon retirement. Adm. Singh was 
the Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief (FOC-in-C) of the Eastern 
Naval Command, headquartered 
in Visakhapatnam.
Admiral Singh is the most senior 
naval aviator. He is the first 
helicopter pilot of the Navy to become the CNS. During his 
long and distinguished service spanning nearly 39 years, 
Adm. Singh has served in a variety of Command, Staff and 
Instructional appointments, the Navy said.
However, his appointment was overshadowed by a petition 
filed by a senior officer challenging it. Vice Adm. Bimal 
Verma, Chief of the Andaman and Nicobar-
based tri-Service command, has approached 
the Armed Forces Tribunal (AFT) 
questioning the appointment as he was the 
most senior naval officer after Adm. Lanba.

Rajiv Mehrishi 

Comptroller and Auditor General of India Rajiv 
Mehrishi has been elected as external auditor of the 

Ajit Doval 

National Security Adviser 
(NSA) Ajit Doval has been 

re-appointed to the top post in 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
office for a second five-year term, 
with an elevation. Appointed as 
NSA during Modi’s first term 
with a minister of state rank, 
this time round Doval has been 
elevated to the rank of cabinet 
minister on par with members 
of the Cabinet Committee on Security—Home Minister 
Amit Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, External 
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Finance minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman.
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has 
approved the appointment of Ajit Doval, IPS (Retired) 
as National Security Adviser with effect 
from 31.05.2019. His appointment will 
be co-terminus with the term of the Prime 
Minister or until further orders, whichever 
is earlier. During the term of his office, 
he will be assigned the rank of Cabinet 
Minister in the Table of Precedence.

Shailesh Tinaikar 

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres has 

appointed a decorated Indian 
Army officer as the new Force 
Commander of the United 
Nations Mission in South Sudan. 
Lieutenant General Shailesh 
Tinaikar, 57,  succeed Lieutenant 
General Frank Kamanzi of 
Rwanda who completes his 
assignment on May 26.
The decorated Indian Army officer has had a long and 
distinguished career with the Indian Armed Forces 
spanning over 34 years. Tinaikar graduated from the Indian 
Military Academy in 1983 and is currently serving as the 
Commandant of the Infantry School since July 2018.
He previously served as the Additional Director-General of 
Military Operations at the Army Headquarters from 2017 to 
2018. From 2012 to 2017, he commanded 
a division, a recruit training centre and a 
brigade. Tinaikar was awarded the Sena 
Medal and the Vishisht Seva Medal for 
distinguished service.

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has promoted Rabi N Mishra as the central bank’s executive director 
(ED).
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and Commonwealth Office 
(FCO), making him the first 
Indian-origin member of the 
department's management board. 
Iyer, who was born in London 
and spent his early years in India, 
has previously been based in 
Mumbai as Britain's Deputy High 
Commissioner.
In this new role as the Chief 
Economist, which commences in 
July, he lead the FCO's Economics Unit which provides 
in-house economic analysis input into foreign policy 
formulation and also develops economics capability 
within the FCO through the Economics and Prosperity 
Faculty of the Diplomatic Academy. In 
his previous role as the British Deputy 
High Commissioner based in Mumbai, 
Iyer had the responsibility for Western 
India and was also the Director General 
for Economic, Trade and Investment with 
overall responsibility for the UK-India 
trade relationship.

Om Birla

Two-time Bharatiya Janata 
Party MP Om Birala has 

been unanimously appointed as 
the Lok Sabha Speaker. 
Birla represents Rajasthan’s Kota-
Bundi seat in the Lower House. 
Birla’s candidature was backed 
by all the NDA constituents and 
opposition parties including BJD, 
YSR Congress and AIADMK. 
The Congress and its allies also supported his candidature 
for the post.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Ministers Rajnath 
Singh, Amit Shah and Nitin Gadkari proposed the name of 
Birla, 57, for the post. He is considered to 
be close to both Narendra Modi and Amit 
Shah. Birla’s surprise nomination is seen 
by many in the BJP as a message from the 
top leadership that the party will promote 
leaders who keep a low-profile and work at 
the ground-level.

Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved projects for infrastructure development worth Rs 
1,650 crore ($235 million) in Tripura.

World Health Organization 
(WHO) for four years from 2020 
to 2023. Mehrishi was elected at 
the 72nd World Health Assembly 
in Geneva with a majority. Apart 
from India, others competing for 
the position were the Auditors 
General of Congo, France, 
Ghana, Tunisia and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland.
Rajiv Mehrishi will take over from the incumbent External 
Auditor of WHO, the Supreme Audit Institution of 
Philippines. This is the second major international audit 
assignment for the CAG this year following his selection 
for the post of External Auditor of Food 
and Agriculture Organization in Rome 
earlier this year in March 2019. Mehrishi 
is currently also on the Board of Auditors 
of the United Nations and Vice-Chair of the 
UN Panel of External Auditors.

Mrutyunjay Mohapatra 

Renowned scientist and 
cyclone warning specialist 

Mrutyunjay Mohapatra has been 
appointed as the chief of India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD). Mohapatra and his team 
at the Cyclone Warning Division 
of the IMD have earned praise 
for their accurate forecasts on 
cyclones, its wind-speed and 
likely impact on life and property 
including during the recent cyclone 'Fani', when their 
timely warnings enabled the authorities to ensure early 
evacuation of millions of people.
The 54-year-old scientist 'G' and 
additional director general in the IMD 
has been appointed as Director General 
of Meteorology, IMD, for a period of five 
years. He will assume charge in August.

Kumar Iyer

Kumar Iyer has been appointed by the UK 
government as the Chief  Economist of the Foreign 
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UN medal

An Indian peace- 
keeper is among 

the 119 military, police 
and civilian personnel 
who will be honoured 
this year with a 
prestigious UN medal 
this year for courage 
and sacrifice in the 
line of duty. Police 
Officer Jitender Kumar made the supreme sacrifice 
while serving in the UN Organisation Stabilisation 
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(MONUSCO).
He will be honoured with the Dag Hammarskjold Medal 
as the world organisation observes the International Day 
of United Nations Peacekeepers. India’s 
Permanent Representative to the UN 
Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin would 
collect the medal on behalf of the fallen 
Indian peacekeeper at a solemn ceremony 
here.

Booker International Prize

Female Omani 
author Jokha 

Alharthi is the winner 
of the 2019 Man Booker 
International Prize for 
her novel "Celestial 
Bodies,". The work 
tells the coming-of-age 
story of three sisters in 
an Omani village, and was originally published in Arabic. 
The author's style is marked by "subtly resisting cliches 
of race, slavery and gender. Alharthi is the first female 
writer from Oman to be translated into English. Her latest 
success also makes her the first Arabic author to claim the 
Man Booker International Prize.

The prestigious Man Booker International Prize focuses 
on writers outside English-language 
areas. It serves as a counterpart to the 
Man Booker Prize for English-language 
novels. The 50,000 pounds ($63,585, 
€56,967) financial award is to be split 
between Alharthi and her translator 
Marilyn Booth.

Order of the Aztec Eagle,

Former Indian President 
of India Pratibha Patil 

has been conferred the 
"Orden Mexicana del 
Aguila Azteca" (Order of 
the Aztec Eagle) — the 
highest civilian award 
of Mexico given to 
foreigners.
The Ambassador of Mexico to India, Melba Pria, conferred 
the award to Patil — who created history as this country's 
first woman President (2007-2012), at a special ceremony 
held in the MCCIA Bhavan, Pune. Patil, 85, becomes only 
the second Indian head of state to get the award. Earlier, 
the late President S Radhakrishna had been conferred with 
this honour. Mexico's highest distinction 
for foreigners is in recognition of their 
outstanding services to the Mexican nation 
or humanity, significant contributions 
to strengthening the bilateral relations 
between Mexico and other countries.

Nine Dots Prize 2019-20

Mumbai based 
journalist and 

playwright Annie 
Zaidi has declared the 
winner of the Nine Dots 
Prize-2019 for her essay 
Bread, Cement, Cactus. 
She is a freelance writer 
whose work includes 
reportage, essays, short 
stories, poetry and plays, she has been announced as the 
winner for year 2019-20. Annie Zaidi’s work, ‘Bread, Cement, 
Cactus’, includes reportage and memoir to explore concepts of 
home and belonging rooted in her experience of contemporary 
life in India, where migration – within the country, especially 
from villages to cities – is high. The proposed book will 
answer the big question through examining how a citizen’s 
sense of ‘home’ might collapse, or be recovered.
The Nine Dots Prize aims to reward original thinking in 
response to contemporary societal issues. Each Prize cycle 
lasts two years, with a new question being announced 
every other October. All those 18 years of 
age and over can participate but responses 
and the resulting book must be in English. 
Organisation look for innovative thinking, 
either it is new voices or experienced 
authors. The Prize awarded anonymously.

Rajasthan's Suman Rao emerged the winner of Miss India World 2019.
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Dr Lee Jong-wook Memorial Prize 
2019

Director General 
of the Indian 

Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) 
Professor Balram 
Bhargava jointly won 
the 2019 Dr. Lee Jong-
wook Memorial Prize 
for Public Health at 
the 72nd World Health 
Assembly in Geneva, Switzerland. He bagged the award 
for his achievements as a clinician, innovator, researcher, 
and trainer.
The Prize aims at rewarding work that has extended far 
beyond the call of normal duties, and it is not intended as 
a reward for an excellent performance of duties normally 
expected of an official position of a governmental or 
intergovernmental institution. The prize 
is awarded once a year and consists of a 
plaque from the Founder and a sum of 
money which will not exceed US$ 100 000. 
It will be presented at a special ceremony 
during the World Health Assembly.

The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold 
and Silver Star

Former Indian 
Foreign Secretary 

Shyam Saran is selected 
for Japan’s Second 
Highest National Award 
called ‘The Order of the 
Rising Sun, Gold and 
Silver Star’.
The Government of 
Japan recently announced 
in its 2019 Spring Imperial Decorations, that it will confer 
the 72-year-old Former foreign secretary Shyam Saran, ‘The 
Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star’. He will be 
conferred for his contributions in strengthening strategic ties 
and enhancing mutual understanding between India and Japan.
Shyam Saran served as India’s Foreign Secretary from 
year 2004 to 2006 during which he played 
an important role in elevating India-Japan 
relationship to a strategic partnership. 
During his tenure Junichiro Koizumi, (then 
Japanese Prime Minister) visited India for 
first time in 5 years.

UNSDG 10 Most Influential 
People in Healthcare Award

Patanjali Ayurved 
Limited's Managing 

Director, Acharya 
Balkrishna received 
the 'United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (UNSDG) 10 
Most Influential People 
in Healthcare Award' for 
contributing to the field of 
health through innovative research in Yoga and Ayurveda.  
Baba Ramdev termed the achievement as a moment 
of pride. "Acharya Balkrishna was invited to represent 
India. In context of global health, how lifestyle diseases 
can be treated with Yoga, Ayurveda and traditional Indian 
methods, Patanjali has contributed towards this. So, 
Acharya Balkrishna was awarded by UNSDG. We are 
proud," he said at a press conference in Haridwar.
Patanjali Ayurved is a company producing 
range Ayurvedic medicinal and personal 
care products, among other consumer 
items. Popular yoga guru Baba Ramdev 
co-founded the company along with 
Balkshrina.

Dylan Thomas prize 

Debut novelist Guy 
Gunaratne has won 

the £30,000 Swansea 
University International 
Dylan Thomas prize for 
In Our Mad and Furious 
City, an “urgent, timely 
and compelling” 
account of life on a 
London housing estate 
during city-wide riots.
The British-Sri Lankan writer, 35, who is also a human-
rights documentary film-maker, was also longlisted for the 
2018 Man Booker prize and won this year’s Jhalak prize 
for the novel. It is set over the 48-hour period after a British 
soldier is murdered by a black man, and told through the 
voices of “those with elsewhere in their blood”.
The £30,000 prize was established in 
memory of the Welsh poet Dylan Thomas 
and goes to the best literary work in English 
by a writer aged 39 – the age of Thomas 
when he died – or under.

Zuzana Caputova was sworn in as Slovakia's first female president.
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Top seeds Mahesh Mangaonkar and Joshna Chinappa emerged as the men's and women's national 

champions at the 76th Senior National Squash Championship.

Sasakawa Award

The United Nations 
Office for Disaster 

Risk Reduction 
(UNDRR) honoured Dr 
Pramod Kumar Mishra, 
Additional Principal 
Secretary to Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi, with the 
‘Sasakawa Award 2019 
for Disaster Risk Reduction’.  The award was announced 
during the 6th Session of ‘Global Platform for Disaster 
Risk Reduction’ (GPDRR) 2019, which is being held at 
Geneva, Switzerland.
The theme of the Sasakawa Award 2019 was ‘Building 
Inclusive and Resilient Societies’. Under this theme, the 
UNDRR received over 60 nominations from over 30 
countries.
Mishra was awarded for his concentrated efforts and 
dedication towards serving the communities 
that are most exposed to disasters. He has 
selflessly worked to the cause of social 
inclusion to reduce inequality and poverty, 
ultimately benefitting the socially and 
economically marginalised in the country.

Amnesty International's Ambassador 
of Conscience Award 2019

Fridays for Future, 
The global 

movement initiated 
by climate activist 
and student Greta 
Thunberg won her the 
Amnesty International's 
Ambassador of 
Conscience Award. 
This puts Greta with 
the likes of Nobel Prize winners Malala Yousafzai, who 
advocated for education of girls and Nelson Mandela who 
fought racism.
The 16-year-old from Sweden started the movement, 
'Fridays for Future' with a weekly vigil outside the 
parliament last year. Within the year, the movement 
was picked up in other countries like Brazil, Uganda, 
Australia and even India, where students have been 
coming out and talking about climate change. This form 
of activism by students flipped patterns of authority, 
handing leadership roles to teenagers who feel aghast 

at the mismatch between calls for 
transformative action from climate 
scientists and rising carbon emissions. 
Despite warning from United Nations, 
global carbon emissions hit a new record 
high.

Rule of Nishan Izzuddeen

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 

was conferred with 
the Maldives' highest 
honour "Rule of Nishan 
Izzuddeen" during 
his two-day state visit 
to the country. The 
prestigious award was 
presented to Modi by 
President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih during a ceremony 
in Male. The two-day state visit of Prime Minister Modi 
was aimed at further cementing ties with the Indian Ocean 
archipelago.
Narendra Modi was born on September 17, 
1950 in Vadnagar, Gujarat. Significantly, 
Narendra Modi used tea stalls to help 
his family in youth. In early life, he was 
associated with an organization called 
RSS. 

54th Jnanpith Award

Renowned author 
Amitav Ghosh was 

felicitated with 54th 
Jnanpith Award for his 
outstanding contribution 
to enrichment of Indian 
Literature in English. 
He was presented the 
award by Gopalkrishna 
Gandhi, former 
Governor of West Bengal who was the chief guest at a 
function held at the India Habitat Centre in New Delhi.
Author Ghosh is 1st English language writer to become a 
Jnanpith laureate as all previous winners of prestigiuous 
award have been writers in Indian languages. The 62 years old 
Kolkata-born author was described as a path-breaking novelist 
by the awarding body Bharatiya Jnanpith. He 
was acknowledged for in his novels which 
treads through historical settings to modern era 
and weaves a space where past connects with 
present in relevant ways.
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The Group of 20 major economies (G20) have agreed on a deal to reduce plastic waste that is 

choking the seas.

Sultan Ahmad Shah 

Malaysia's seventh King and 
football veteran Sultan 

Ahmad Shah passed away at the 
age of 88.  Ahmad Shah was also 
the fifth Sultan of Malaysia's 
central Pahang state.  The state's 
Chief Minister Wan Rosdy Wan 
Ismail said in a statement that 
Ahmad Shah died at the National 
Heart Institute in Kuala Lumpur. 
Born in 1930, Ahmad Shah was 
proclaimed the fifth Sultan of Pahang in 1974. He became 
the seventh Yang di-Pertuan Agong, or the supreme 
head of state from 1979 to 1984.  Ahmad Shah's name 
"is synonymous with football as his deep interest in the 
game resulted in him devoting himself tirelessly to the 
development of national football. 

Murray Gell-Man 

Murray Gell-Mann, the 
Nobel Prize-winning 

physicist who brought order to 
the universe by helping discover 
and classify subatomic particles, 
has died. He was 89.
His death was confirmed by the 
Santa Fe Institute, where he held 
the title of distinguished fellow, 
and the California Institute of 
Technology, where he taught for 
decades. The cause of death was not disclosed.
Gell-Mann transformed physics by devising a method for 
sorting subatomic particles into simple groups of eight 
based on electric charge, spin and other characteristics.
He also developed the theory of "quarks," indivisible 
components of matter that make up protons, neutrons and 
other particles.
Cal Tech professor Fiona Harrison called Gell-Mann one of 
the great theoretical physicists of his time.

Niki Lauda

Lauda, who underwent a lung transplant in August, 
"passed away peacefully". The legendary Austrian, 

one of the best-known figures in motor racing, took the title 
for Ferrari in 1975 and 1977 and McLaren in 1984. For 
many, he will be remembered for his remarkable recovery 
and return to racing after being badly burned in a crash in 
the 1976 German Grand Prix. A new generation of fans 
was introduced to Lauda in the acclaimed 2013 film Rush, 

which detailed his rivalry with 
British driver James Hunt, the 
1976 world champion.
Lauda, who was born in Vienna 
in February 1949, was a motor 
racing legend who went on to 
be a successful businessman 
following his retirement from the 
sport. However, he was probably 
best-known for surviving a crash 
during the 1976 season which left 
him scarred for life. After his career as a racing driver, he 
became an airline entrepreneur and, most recently, a non-
executive chairman for the Formula 1 Mercedes team, 
instrumental in bringing in British driver Lewis Hamilton, 
who has won five world championships.

Veeru Devgan 

Ajay Devgn's dad and one 
of the most celebrated 

action and stunt directors in 
Bollywood, Veeru Devgan died. 
Veeru Devgan introduced his 
son Ajay Devgn in Bollywood 
with Phool Aur Kante. The ace 
choreographer-stunt director is 
known for his work in over 80 
Hindi films, from Shahenshah to 
Khoon Bhari Maang. In 1999, 
Devgan even directed a film, Hindustan Ki Kasam. Veeru 
Devgan is survived by wife Veena Devgn, two sons - Ajay 
and Anil Devgn and two daughters - Kavita and Neelam 
Devgn.

Prakash Pant

Uttarakhand minister Prakash 
Pant passed away. He was 

58. Mr. Pant was Uttarakhand’s 
minister for parliamentary 
affairs and finance besides being 
in charge of a host of other 
portfolios. He was a BJP MLA 
from Pithoragarh in the state 
assembly and was considered 
one of the most important and 
knowledgable members of 
Rawat’s cabinet.
He was one of the probables for the post of chief minister 
when the BJP swept to power in the State in 2017. 
Anguished by the passing away of Uttarakhand Finance 
Minister Shri Prakash Pant. His organisational skills helped 
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strengthen the BJP and administrative skills contributed to 
Uttarakhand’s progress . Chief Minister Trivendra Singh 
Rawat expressed deep grief at Mr. Pant’s demise, describing 
it as a personal loss.

Girish Karnad 

Veteran playwrighter, actor 
and film-maker Girish 

Karnad passed away. The Jnanpith 
awardee was 81 years old.  The 
Rhodes Scholar breathed his last 
at his Bengaluru home due to 
age-related ailments. 
Born on May 9, 1938 in Matheran, 
Karnad. He selected to write, direct 
and act  in Kannada, Hindi, English 
and Konkani. He wrote his first 
play, the critically-acclaimed 'Yayati' while still at Oxford in 
1961. He made his acting and screenwriting debut in 1970 with 
the Kannada film 'Samskara'.  He was conferred the Padma 
Shri in 1974 for his contributions to theatre. In 1992, the 
Government of India honoured him with the Padma Bhushan, 
in recognition of his contributions to the arts.  Tributes have 
been flowing in on social media for the veteran. 

Mohamed Morsi

Former Egypt president 
Mohamed Morsi died in a 

hospital in Cairo after fainting in 
court. The cause of death was a 
heart attack. He was 67 years old.
Morsi, Egypt's first democratically 
elected president, was speaking 
before the judge from a 
soundproof glass cage, designed 
to prevent him from disrupting 
proceedings. He was on trial on 
charges of espionage. He collapsed while speaking and was 
taken to the hospital. Morsi was pronounced dead at 4.50 
pm local time.
A top leader in the banned Muslim Brotherhood, Morsi 
was elected as president a year after the 2011 uprising, 
and was ousted in 2013 by the army. He has been in 
prison and on trial for cases including spying and 
plotting terror acts. Morsi was sentenced to death in 
May 2015. He had appealed successfully and at the time 
of his death, he was waiting for the final decision on 
reconsideration.

Former Union Minister and seven-time MP Virendra Kumar took oath as the Pro-tem Speaker of the 17th 
Lok Sabha.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

India's first woman pilot to 
qualify for combat mission

Govt. announces new pension 
schemes for farmers

Centre sets target to provide 
clean drinking water by 2024

8th Indo – Myanmar Coordinated 
Patrol      21 May' 19

My a n m a r 
Navy Ship 
U M S 

King Tabin Shwe 
Htee (773) and UMS 
Inlay (OPV-54) have 
arrived Port Blair 
for the ‘Opening 
Ceremony’ of the 8th 
Indo-Myanmar coordinated patrol (IMCOR), at Andaman 
and Nicobar Command. The Myanmar delegation led by 
Commodore Htein Win, Commander, Ayeyarwady Naval 
Command, called on Cmde Ashutosh Ridhorkar, VSM, 
Naval Component Commander on 20 May 19.
The CORPAT initiative between the two navies is meant to 
address issues of terrorism, illegal fishing, drug trafficking, 
human trafficking, poaching and other illegal activities 
inimical to interest of both nations. Started in Mar 2013, 
the CORPAT series has enhanced the mutual understanding 
and fostered improved professional interaction between the 
two navies for maritime interoperability.
Myanmar ships UMS King Tabin Shwe Htee and UMS 
Inlay would undertake a coordinated patrol with Indian 
Naval Ship Saryu from 20 – 28 May 19. The patrolling 
effort will be augmented by Maritime Patrol Aircraft 
from both the navies. The ships would patrol along the 
International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) between 
the two countries covering a distance of approximately 725 
Kms over a period of four days. The ships 
will also undertake joint manoeuvres and 
drills during the sea phase of coordinated 
patrol (CORPAT) prior ‘Closing Ceremony’ 
of the CORPAT onboard Myanmar Naval 
Ship.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Kyrgyzstan President Sooronbey Jeenbekov inaugurated Indian-
Kyrgyz Business forum.

Defence Ministry Approves Ex-
servicemen Status for Military 

Nursing Service Officers      21 May' 19

After a long 
wait, the 
d e f e n c e 

ministry has approved 
ex-servicemen status 
to the women nursing 
cadre, Military 
Nursing Services.  
The defence ministry 
gave in-principle approval for granting ex-servicemen 
status to the Military Nursing Service (MNS) officers. This 
will benefit about 5,300 serving MNS officers and also the 
numerous others who have retired since the cadre was raised 
in 1943. 
An important benefit has also been given to serving MNS 
officers. It allows MNS officers at the rank of Brigadier and 
above to have star plates (identifies rank of 
the officer) on their official vehicles. They 
were not given this benefit earlier, which 
was indicative of them not been seen in 
the same light as their counterparts in the 
defence services. 

Supreme Court gets four new judges      
22 May' 19

Four new judges were appointed to the Supreme 
Court, raising their number to 31, the full sanctioned 
strength.  As of now, the apex court is functioning 

with 27 judges. The sanctioned strength is 31, including 
the Chief Justice. In the recent past, this is for the first 
time that the SC will have a full sanctioned strength. 
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August12, 2017. ‘Shaurya’ meaning courage is a projection 
of ICG’s commitment ‘To Serve & Protect’ 
the maritime interest of the nation. The 
ship is extensively developed for EEZ 
surveillance and other duties as enshrined 
in the Coast Guard charter to safeguard the 
maritime interest of India.

Bhawana Kanth became India's First 
Woman Pilot to Qualify for Combat 

Missions      22 May' 19

Scripting history, 
Flight Lieutenant 
B h a w a n a 

Kanth became the first 
woman pilot of the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) 
to qualify to undertake 
combat missions on a 
fighter jet. Kanth has 
completed operational syllabus for carrying out combat missions 
on Mig-21 Bison aircraft during day time.
She is the first woman fighter pilot to be qualified to 
undertake missions by day on a fighter aircraft. At present, 
Bhawana is posted at the Nal base in 
Bikaner. She will be allowed to carry 
out night operations once she completes 
training for night missions. Bhawana joined 
the fighter squadron in November 2017 
and flew the first solo on MiG-21 Bison in 
March last year.

IAF successfully test fires aerial version 
of BrahMos Missile      23 May' 19

The Indian Air 
Force has 
successfully 

test fired the aerial 
version of the 
supersonic BrahMos 
cruise missile from 
a Su-30 MKI fighter 
aircraft. The 2.5 
tonne air-to-surface missile has a range of around 300 
km, and it will significantly enhance the IAF's combat 
capability. The BrahMos cruise missile travels at a speed of 
Mach 2.8, nearly three times that of sound.
BrahMos missile provides the Indian Air Force a much 
desired capability to strike from large stand-off ranges on 

The four appointed 
are justices 
Aniruddha Bose, 
A S Bopanna, B R 
Gavai and Surya 
Kant. But in its 
resolution passed 
earlier this month, 
the collegium had 
reiterated its recommendation to elevate justices Bose and 
Bopanna to the apex court, observing that 
nothing adverse has been found regarding 
their competence, conduct or integrity. 
The collegium had also recommended the 
names of justices B R Gavai and Surya 
Kant for elevation to the apex court. 

Affiliation of ICG Ship Shaurya with 
3rd (Naga Hills) Battalion of Assam 

Rifles      22 May' 19

In an effort to 
enhance inter 
Armed Forces 

Cooperation and 
utilise each other’s 
assets for training 
and sports, the 
Director Generals 
of Assam Rifles and 
Indian Coast Guard (ICG) in an impressive ceremony 
held at Laitkor, Shillong, today signed an Affiliation 
Charter between 3rd (Naga Hills) Battalion of Assam 
Rifles and Indian Coast Guard Ship ‘Shaurya’. Assam 
Rifles is the oldest Para Military Force of India with a 
rich history of valour, courage and tradition. Assam Rifles 
have 46 Battalions manning the Indo-Myanmar border 
and countering the insurgency in the north east states. On 
contrary the ICG, with 142 ships & 62 aircraft is one of the 
youngest Armed Force under Ministry of Defence.
3rd (Naga Hills) Battalion Assam Rifles is the oldest 
battalion of the force raised in 1835 as ‘The Cachar Levy’ 
comprising of 750 personnel of all ranks for guarding 
the Eastern Frontier of Assam from Brahmaputra river to 
the Cachar Hills. Presently, the battalion is developed at 
Kohima, Nagaland where it had earlier bravely fought the 
Japanese in World War-II and stopped their advance into 
India.
ICGShip ‘Shaurya’, indigenously built at Goa Shipyard 
Limited, based in Chennai is a modern state-of-the-art 105 
mtrs long Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) commissioned on 

Grand Master Farrukh Amonatov (Elo 2624) from Tajikistan emerged champion in A category of the 
12th Mumbai Mayor Club International Chess tournament.



MICA  AUGUST 201920

NEWS BITES NATIONAL

India won the FIH Men's Series Finals title by defeating South Africa at the Kalinga Stadium in 
Bhubaneswar.

any target at sea or on land with pinpoint accuracy by day 
or night and in all weather conditions. The launch from the 
aircraft was smooth and the missile followed the desired 
trajectory before directly hitting the land 
target. The IAF became the first air force in 
the world to have successfully fired an air-
launched 2.8 Mach surface attack missile of 
this category on a sea target on November 
22, 2017. 

ISRO chairman flags off shipment 
of India's largest liquid hydrogen 

storage tank      23 May' 19

ISRO Chairman 
K Sivan flagged 
off the shipment 

of India's largest 
liquid hydrogen 
storage tank at the 
VRV Asia Pacific's 
manufacturing plant 
at Sri City in Chittoor 
district of Andhra Pradesh.  VRV Asia Pacific manufactured 
the storage tank with a Liquid Nitrogen (LIN) shield, in 
a collaborative effort with Satish Dhawan 
Space Centre (SDSC) SHAR, under the 
Make in India initiative.  The storage 
capacity of the tank is 120 kilo liters. Liquid 
hydrogen is used as fuel for satellite launch 
vehicles. 

MoU for Joint Collaboration on 
Cancer Research      23 May' 19

The Dept. of 
Biotechnology 
( D B T ) , 

M/o Science and 
Technology and the 
Department of Atomic 
Energy (DAE), 
Government of India 
signed an MOU for 
supporting joint collaborative research programmes in the 
area of Cancer. Signing the MoU, Dr Renu Swarup, Secretary 
DBT and Shri K N Vyas, Secretary DAE expressed solidarity 
to work towards the common goal of tackling cancer and this is 
expected to bring a quantum change in the present scenario of 
cancer research.  The DAE is represented by its Tata Memorial 
Centre and which also functions as the coordinating centre on 
behalf of The National Cancer Grid of India.

This MOU shall help strengthen the various initiatives 
specifically for cancer viz.  Strategizing and prioritizing 
cancer research, development of new and affordable 
technologies, jointly design and fund clinical trials, 
coordinate and collaborate for translational research, 
interventions, training of manpower and infrastructure 
development. The clinicians shall work in coherence with 
Researchers to identify and develop collaborative research 
programmes and public health initiatives for awareness of 
the public at large. 
Various activities like joint clinical fellowships, 
intensive workshops on clinical research 
methodologies and protocol development 
shall work towards creating a community of 
trained manpower and provide a platform 
to utilize their acquired skills in the best 
possible manner.

DRDO successfully test fires 
indigenous inertially-guided bomb      

24 May' 19

The Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) today successfully test fired 
an indigenously-developed 500 kg inertially-guided 

bomb at the Pokhran test firing range in Rajasthan. The 
bomb hit its target at 30 km with high precision. The test 
comes two weeks after the DRDO successfully conducted 
the flight test of ABHYAS - High-speed Expendable Aerial 
Target (HEAT) from a test range in Odisha.
DRDO was formed in 1958 from the amalgamation of 
the then already functioning Technical 
Development Establishment (TDEs) of 
the Indian Army and the Directorate of 
Technical Development & Production 
(DTDP) with the Defence Science 
Organisation (DSO).

AN-32 fleet of IAF allowed to use 
bio-jet fuel      24 May' 19

The workhorse 
of the Indian 
Air Force 

(IAF), the Russian-
made AN-32 
transport aircraft, 
has gone green. On 
Friday, the fleet of 
AN-32 was formally 
certified to fly on a blended bio-jet fuel, which will be 10 
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per cent tree-derived and 90 per cent conventional aviation 
fuel. The approval certificate for its use on AN-32 was 
received at the aero-engine test facilities, Chandigarh, by Air 
Commodore Sanjiv Ghuratia, the Air Officer Commanding 
of 3 Base Repair Depot (BRD), from P. Jayapal, chief 
executive of the military aviation certification body Centre 
for Military Airworthiness and Certification (CEMILAC).
The bio-jet fuel technology driving the IAF shift was first 
developed by the Indian Institute of Petroleum (IIP), which falls 
under the Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR), in 2009 and tested at several 
academic research labs between 2011 and 
2013. It, however, couldn’t be certified for 
commercial use on aircraft at the time due to a 
lack of test facilities in the civil aviation sector.

ICAT Organized International 
Seminar on Noise, vibration and 

Harshness      24 May' 19

International Centre for Automotive Technology (ICAT) 
organized aninternational seminar-cum-workshop on 
Automotive Noise, Vibration and Harshness (iNVH) 

on 23rd – 24thMay, 2019 at ICAT, Manesar. This event 
was the fifth in a series of biennial training programmes 
on Automotive NVH, organized by ICAT. With the 
iNVH seminar-cum-workshop series, ICAT is aiming at 
creating awareness and providing a platform for exchange 
of information to professionals and academia, with the 
involvement of leading experts in the field.
The two-day event was attended by 220 delegates from 
different sections of the automotive industry. The sessions 
during the event focused on various research and development 
activities, industry practices, testing methodologies and 
standards. A panel discussion on “NVH challenges faced by 
the automotive Industry” was also held during the workshop. 
The participants discussed the basics of NVH technology, 
problem solving strategies on NVH to give them a global 
perspective on current trends in the field of NVH.
The speakers were from leading Research & Development 
Institutes,Mahindra Research Valley, Tata Technologies 
Ltd, Mahindra Truck and Buses,Siemens PLM Software,3 
M India, Comstar Auto, Adams Technologies, Apollo Tyres, 
Mahindra Tractors.The delegates shared their knowledge on 
various issues critical to Automotive NVH like automotive 
NVH – current challenges and future trends, 
Buzz, Squeak and Rattle- Development 
challenges for Indian OEM’s,Tractor NVH, 
Tyre and Road interaction noise, Motor 
Noise andImportance of NVH Software in 
Indian industry.

Govt. plans to merge CSO, NSSO      
25 May' 19

To streamline and strengthen the statistical system, 
the government has decided to merge the Central 
Statistical Organisation (CSO) and the National 

Sample Survey Office (NSSO) to form a National 
Statistical Office (NSO). The move is a follow-up of a 
decision taken in 2005, during the United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) government’s tenure, which was based on 
recommendations of the report of the National Statistical 
Commission, headed by former Reserve Bank of India 
governor C Rangarajan.
Both the wings are currently part of the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI). 
While the NSSO comes out with various sample surveys 
such as on consumption expenditure, 
employment and unemployment. The 
CSO and the NSSO are two organs of the 
same body and need to work together. This 
is a measure to avoid duplication of work 
and leverage the strength of the statistical 
system.

DRDO successfully test fires Akash-1S 
surface-to-air defence missile 

27 May' 19

De f e n c e 
Research and 
Development 

Organisation (DRDO) 
successfully test fired 
the Akash-1S surface 
to air defence missile 
system.  Akash-1S is 
a new version of the 
missile which is fitted with an indigenous seeker. 
In recent times, this is the second successful test of 
the missile by the DRDO. The Akash-1S is capable 
of striking down enemy fighter jets and drones very 
effectively.
The Indian Air Force had successfully conducted a pilot 
test from the SU-30 MKI fighter aircraft on the surface 
with the air of Supersonic BrahMos Cruise 
missile. 2.5 tonne weighing missile capable 
of hitting the surface from the surface is 
300 kilometers. This capability will have a 
significant increase in the capability of the 
IAF's war power.
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R K Singh participated in G20 Ministerial Meeting on Energy Transitions and Global Environment 
for Sustainable Growth in Japan.

Bengaluru, Gurgaon among top 5 
locations in Asia Pacific for tech firms      

27 May' 19

Bengaluru and Gurugram are among the top 5 
preferred destinations in Asia Pacific to set up 
offices by technology companies because of better 

business conditions as well as availability of engineers and 
real estate for growth, according to a report. The report 
by property consultant CBRE said technology companies 
continue to fuel office demand in the APAC region, despite 
absence of any principal city or cluster of the same status as 
Silicon Valley. Technology sector accounted for 23 per cent 
of total leasing activity in 2018.
The study has ranked 15 cities of Asia Pacific in three 
categories based on their performance with regard to 
business conditions, innovation environment, and cost 
and availability. Business conditions and innovation 
environment were each given a weightage of 40 per cent 
while cost, a relatively less important consideration for 
tech firms, was given 20 per cent weightage.
"Leading cities are Beijing, Bengaluru, Shanghai, 
Singapore and Gurugram. These cities score highly in terms 
of business conditions and innovation environment, as 
well as providing costs and availability that are supportive 
for business growth," the report said. These cities are 
preferred destinations for a wide range of 
traditional and new tech companies seeking 
to establish a base of operations in Asia 
Pacific. Hyderabad figures in the list of 
five competent cities along with Hangzhou, 
Shenzhen, Tokyo and Seoul. 

Hindi version of Digital Dilemma 
launched by Oscar Academy 

28 May' 19

President of 
Oscar Academy, 
John Bailey 

e-launched the Hindi 
translation of an 
Academy Publication, 
"Digital Dilemma", 
at a function in Delhi. 
During his speech, 
Mr Bailey said that 
the translation of the Academy publication into Hindi is 
important in order to reach out to film fraternity in India. He 
said there are many challenges thrown by the technological 

changes in the film storage medium and this book will help 
film makers in understanding and planning the storage of 
born-digital material. 
National Film Archive of India had signed 
an MoU with the Academy to translate 
the publication into Hindi so that it can 
benefit various stakeholders in the country. 
The Academy works towards the goal of 
advancing the arts and sciences of motion 
pictures.

SpiceJet became fourth Indian airline 
to have a 100 aircraft in its fleet      

28 May' 19

Sp i c e J e t 
became fourth 
Indian airline 

to have a 100 aircraft 
in its fleet. Budget 
airline SpiceJet has 
added a new Boeing 
737 aircraft to its 
fleet, taking its total 
strength to 100 aircraft. The other three domestic airlines 
with 100 Aircraft fleet are: Air India, Jet Airways, IndiGo.
Eight domestic carriers namely Air India, IndiGo, SpiceJet, 
GoAir, Air India Express, Vistara, AirAsia and Alliance 
together have 595 planes in their fleet at the moment.
It is a Gurugram based budget carrier. It has an aircraft fleet 
of 30 Bombardier Q-400s, 68 Boeing 737s, and two Boeing 
737 freighters. At present SpiceJet on an average operates 
575 daily flights to around 62 destinations 
53 domestic and 9 international.  SpiceJet 
is a key player in Union government's 
regional connectivity scheme called UDAN 
(Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik) as it operates 42 
flights per day to and from various regional 
destinations.

Narendra Modi sworn in as Prime 
Minister for 2nd term      30 May' 19

The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) leader Narendra 
Modi (68) was sworn in as 15th Prime Minister for a 
second consecutive five-year term. The oath of Office 

and Secrecy  was administered by President Ram Nath Kovind 
to Narendra Modi and his team of 57 Union council of ministers. 
The oath-taking ceremony was held at Rashtrapati Bhavan in 
New Delhi, which was attended by more than 6000 invitees 
including leaders from Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
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Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC) countries 
and foreign envoys.
The portfolios 
allocation of Union 
Council of Minister 
includes 24 Cabinet 
ministers, 9 Minister 
of State with Independent charge and 24 Minister of 
State. One-third of total ministers in Cabinet are first-
timers, which includes BJP president Amit Shah and 
former Foreign Secretary Subrahmanyam Jaishankar. 
The election for 17th Lok Sabha was held in seven phases 
from 11 April to 19 May 2019. Over 90 crore people 
were eligible to vote and the general 
election saw a turnout of more than 67% 
voters which is highest ever recorded and 
also the highest participation by women 
voters. The election was held for total 
542 seats.

Govt approves extension of PM-
KISAN scheme to all farmer 

31 May' 19

The newly-
sworn in NDA 
government at 

the Centre has taken 
four major decisions 
related to farmers' 
and traders welfare 
in the first meeting 
of the Union Cabinet. 
It has approved the 
extension of Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) to all the farmers in the country. Earlier the 
benefit of the scheme was applicable to farmers having two 
hectares of land. 
According to Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh 
Tomar, nearly 14 crore 50 lakh farmers will be now 
covered under the revised scheme. Total burden on the 
exchequer will be over 87,000 crore rupees for the year 
2019-20. 
In another major decision, the Centre approved the 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Pension Yojana under which 
small and marginal farmers will get a minimum fixed 
pension of 3,000 rupees per month on attaining the age 
of 60 years. The beneficiaries should be in the age group 
of 18 to 40 years. The central government will also 

Fifth meeting of the Governing Council of NITI Aayog was held at New Delhi.

contribute an equal amount to the pension fund. He said, 
the scheme aims to initially cover 5 crore farmers in the 
first 3 years. 
The Cabinet cleared a pension scheme for small traders. 
The scheme is meant to provide universal social security 
to all shopkeepers, retail traders and self-
employed persons. They will be given a 
minimum monthly pension of 3 thousand 
rupees on attaining the age of 60 years. 
Altogether 3 crore retail traders and 
shopkeepers will be benefited under this 
scheme.

AIIMS to Set up Multiple Sclerosis 
Clinic      02 June' 19

First multiple 
s c l e r o s i s 
clinic will be 

opened at AIIMS, 
for better diagnosis 
and treatment of the 
disease. Although 
disease is deemed to 
be more prevalent 
in the West, but the 
number of cases is on the rise in India. Young adults in 
the age group of 20-40 years, specially females are most 
vulnerable to Multiple sclerosis. In India, there is a great 
need for increased awareness, large-scale epidemiological 
studies, dedicated MS clinics, optimum rehabilitation 
services.
About Multiple Sclerosis
MS is an immune-mediated disease in which the body’s 
immune system mistakenly attacks myelin (fatty substance 
that surrounds and insulates the nerve fibers), nerve fibers, 
and the specialized cells that make myelin in the central 
nervous system.
It affects the central nervous system, especially the brain, 
spinal cord, and optic nerves.
Symptoms: Since symptoms are common, people don’t 
often recognise the disease early and often takes many 
years for someone to be diagnosed, as it is impossible to 
determine a specific cause or trigger.
Muscle weakness and Numbness
Bladder problems: A person may have difficulty emptying 
their bladder or need to urinate frequently or suddenly
Loss of bladder control is an early sign of MS
Bowel problems
Fatigue, Dizziness
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better standards of living. This will remain the guiding 
factor in the Government’s approach.
In any relationship, in particular in the area of economic 
ties, there are ongoing issues which get resolved mutually 
from time to time. We view this issue as a part of this regular 
process and will continue to build on our 
strong ties with the US, both economic and 
people-to-people. We are confident that the 
two Nations will continue to work together 
intensively for further growing these ties in 
a mutually beneficial manner.

Children Summer Adventure Camp 
2019 Culminates      03 June' 19

Southern Command Children Summer Adventure 
Camp 2019 was organised at Mount Abu by Battle 
Axe Division under the aegis of Konark Corps from 

27 May to 03 June 2019. 98 children explored their potential 
and displayed their yearning for adventure activities in the 
fields of trekking, rock climbing and caving.  During their 
stay in camp, the children also displayed their creativity 
in the fields of painting and music. The camp provided 
the children with an excellent platform to work on their 
personality development through public speaking and 
debate competitions.
The children enjoyed their fun cum adventure trips to 
various sightseeing and heritage sites at Mount Abu. 
All children were given certificates of appreciation for 
successful completion of the camp.  During the closing 
address, Commanding Officer Gallant Guerillas, praised 
the zeal and enthusiasm displayed by the children.  The 
children accepted the camp in the lap 
of nature at Mount Abu as a hugely 
enriching and learning experience. The 
conduct of camp was widely appreciated 
by the parents, wherein, they praised the 
organisers for their flawless conduct.  

Govt Announces New Pension 
Scheme For farmers      04 June' 19

The Union 
Cabinet, chaired 
by the Prime 

Minister Narendra 
Modi has approved 
a new Central Sector 
Scheme. It is estimated 
that 5 crore small and 
marginal farmers will 

Tripura Government will build museum to showcase the work of celebrated music composer R.D. 
Burman.

Blurred or double Vision problem
Causes: The exact cause of the disease is 
unknown and it could be a combination of:
Genetic factors: Susceptibility may pass 
down in the genes.

ISRO partnered with IAF for 
Gaganyaan astronaut selection, 

training      02 June' 19

The Indian Air Force (IAF) has signed an agreement 
with the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
for crew selection and training for the prestigious 

Gaganyaan, the country's maiden manned mission AVM 
RGK Kapoor, ACAS Ops (Space), IAF handed over the 
MoU to Shri R Hutton, Project Director of Gaganyaan 
Programme.
Agreement:

 # Under the programme, a three-member crew will 
spend a minimum of seven days in space. 

 # A human-rated GSLV Mk-lll will be used to carry the 
orbital module, which will have necessary provisions 
for sustaining a three-member crew for the duration of 
the mission. 

 # The Institute of Aerospace Medicine (IAM) will lead 
the selection and training of astronauts on behalf of IAF.

 # The necessary infrastructure for crew training, a 
realization of flight systems and ground infrastructure 
will be established to support the program. 

 # The ISRO will collaborate extensively 
with national agencies, laboratories, 
academia, and industry to accomplish 
the objectives of the prestigious 
mission.

Withdrawal of India’s GSP benefits  
by USA      02 June' 19

The United States of America (USA) has withdrawn 
India’s GSP benefits. These are unilateral, non-
reciprocal and non-discriminatory benefits extended 

by some developed countries to developing countries. 
India as part of our bilateral trade discussions, had offered 
resolution on significant US requests in an effort to find 
a mutually acceptable way forward. It is unfortunate that 
this did not find acceptance by the US. India, like the 
US and other nations shall always uphold its national 
interest in these matters. We have significant development 
imperatives and concerns and our people also aspire for 
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Modi govt’s 8 key cabinet panels      
06 June' 19

NDA govt. 
under the 
chairmanship 

of Prime Minister 
Modi at the Center 
after winning a 
spectacular victory 
in the 17th Lok 
Sabha elections. This 
newly formed government has reconstituted eight major 
cabinet committees. Six cabinet sub-committees have been 
reconstituted, while two new committees have been formed 
for employment creation and economic development.
Main point-
In the eight reconstituted committees, the Union Home 
Minister is a member of all committees, while Prime 
Minister Modi is included in 6 committees.
The eight restructured cabinet committees are as follows:
Appointment Committee of Cabinet: This committee 
includes Prime Minister Modi and Amit Shah.
Cabinet Committee on Housing: It includes Amit Shah, 
Nitin Gadkari, Nirmala Sitharaman and Piyush Goyal.
Special invitees: Jitendra Singh and Hardeep Singh Puri
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs: There are 
other members of this committee, including Prime Minister 
Modi (President), Amit Shah, Nitin Gadkari, Nirmala 
Sitharaman, Piyush Goyal, Rajnath Singh, Ravi Shankar 
Prasad, Harsimrat Kaur Badal, D.V. Sadanand Gowda, 
Narendra Singh Tomar, Dr. S. Jaishankar and Dharmendra 
Pradhan
Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs: Amit 
Shah, Nirmala Sitharaman, Narendra Singh Tomar, R.S. 
Prasad, Ram Vilas Paswan, Thawar Chand Gehlot, Prakash 
Javadekar and Prahlad Joshi.
Special invitees: Arjun Ram Meghwal and V. Muralidharan
Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs: In this 
committee, Prime Minister Modi, Amit Shah, Nitin Gadkari, 
Nirmala Sitharaman, Ramvilas Paswanam, Narendra Singh 
Tomar, R.S. Prasad, Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Piyush Goyal, 
Harshvardhan, Arvind Ganpat Sawant and Prahlad Joshi.
Cabinet Committee on Security: It is considered the most 
important panel, in which Prime Minister Modi, Rajnath 
Singh, Amit Shah, Nirmala Sitharaman and S. Jaishankar 
is involved.

Pakistan appointed Lt. Gen. Faiz Hameed new chief of Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI).

benefit in the first three years itself. The Central Government 
would spend Rs. 10774.50 crore for a period of 3 years towards 
its contribution (matching share) for providing social security 
cover as envisaged under the scheme.
This is a voluntary and contributory pension scheme for all 
Small and Marginal Farmers (SMF) across the country. The 
entry age is 18 to 40 years with a provision of minimum 
fixed pension of Rs.3,000/- on attaining the age of 60 years. 
For example, a beneficiary farmer is required to contribute 
Rs 100/ - per month at median entry age of 29 years. The 
Central Government shall also contribute to the Pension 
Fund an equal amount as contributed by the eligible farmer.
An interesting feature of the Scheme is that the farmers can 
opt to allow his/her monthly contribution to the Scheme to 
be made from the benefits drawn from the 
Pradhan Mantri KisanSAmman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) Scheme directly. Alternatively, a 
farmer can pay his monthly contribution 
by registering through Common Service 
Centres (CSCs) under MeitY.

Airports Authority of India (AAI) Signs 
Pact with      05 June' 19

Boeing had signed a 
technical assistance 
agreement with the 

Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) to jointly develop 
a comprehensive 10-year 
roadmap for modernising air 
traffic management in India. 
The roadmap is expected 
to be developed within 18 
months and it will be undertaken with a grant from the 
United States Trade and Development Agency (USTDA), 
Boeing said in a statement.
The AAI owns and manages around 125 airports across 
the country. The objective of the agreement is to develop a 
roadmap for AAI to use as guidance in the modernisation 
of the Indian National Airspace System (NAS) based on 
global and local best practices to optimally utilise airspace 
capacity, enhance communications and invest in navigation, 
surveillance and air traffic management. As part of the 
project, will also work closely with Indian 
aviation regulator Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA), airlines operating 
in India, airport operators and other airspace 
stakeholders like the US-India Aviation 
Cooperation Program (ACP).
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has been signed 
under emergency 
powers, the Israeli 
government is 
expected to deliver 
these bombs in the 
next three months.
SPICE bomb, which 
stands for Smart, 
Precise Impact, Cost-Effective, has a stand-off range of 60 
km. It comes equipped with a family of weapons used for 
air-to-ground operations. India has been using SPICE-2000 
bombs since 2015 on French-developed fighter jets, 
Mirage-2000. "SPICE-2000: IAF has acquired precision-
guided bombs with increased accuracy and penetration for 
use against fortified and underground command centres. 
This weapon has been tested and its capabilities have been 
validated at an IAF firing range," said a defence ministry's 
2015 note.
SPICE bomb kit consists of inertial navigation, satellite 
guidance and electro-optical sensors for pinpoint accuracy. 
They also consist of an add-on kit for warheads, including 
MK-84, APW, RAP-2000 and BLU-109. 
These sophisticated bombs are difficult to 
detect on radars. Due to their small size, 
they can be used from standoff range to 
destroy targets. Also, heavy cloud cover 
or bad weather has little effect on their 
outcome.

Centre sets target to provide Clean 
Drinking Water to all by 2024 

11 June' 19

The Central 
government 
has set a target 

of providing clean 
drinking water to all 
by 2024. It includes 
increasing coverage 
of piped water to 
households from 
current 18 to 100% by 2024.
Over the years per capita availability of water has fallen 
drastically. From 5,000 litre per capita availability of water 
in 1950 we now only have nearly 1,400 litre per capita 
availability of water. Thus even though the population has 
increased three times since 1950, per capita availability 
of water has reduced considerably and is about one-third 
(33%) of that amount now. In states like Uttar Pradesh 

Indian men's recurve team has won a silver medal in the World Archery Championships.

Cabinet Committee on Investment Growth: This 
committee includes Prime Minister Modi, Amit Shah, Nitin 
Gadkari, Nirmala Sitharaman and Piyush Goyal.
Employment and Skill Development and Cabinet 
Committee: This committee includes Prime Minister Modi, 
Amit Shah, Nirmala Sitharaman, Piyush 
Goyal, Narendra Singh Tomar, Ramesh 
Pokhriyal Nishank, Dharmendra Pradhan, 
Dr. Mahendra Nath Pandey, Santosh Kumar 
Gangwar and Hardeep Singh Puri.

Fee waived off for SC/ST Candidates 
in Jan Shikshan Sansthans 

08 June' 19

After taking charge of his office, Union Minister 
for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, Dr. 
Mahendra Nath Pandey held a first review meeting 

with senior officials of Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) in which the decision was taken 
to waive off fee for SC/ST candidates joining vocational 
training under Jan Shikshan Sansthans.
Key Highlights
As per the decision taken at MSDE’ review meeting, all 
those SC/ST candidates who join vocational training 
under Jan Shikshan Sansthans (JSS), which operates 
under the aegis of Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) their fees will be waived off.
Background: In January 2019, comprehensive reforms 
were brought in for Directorate of Jan Shikshan Sansthan 
(DJSS), which was formerly under Ministry of Human 
Resources Development (MHRD) and was transferred 
to Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship in 
2018. This decision follows those recent 
comprehensive reforms.
Objective: to further strengthen skill 
ecosystem so as to benefit those in 
underprivileged sections of society.

India signs deal with Israel to buy 
100 more 'Balakot bombs' 

10 June' 19

The Indian Air Force has signed Rs 300-crore deal 
with the Israeli government to buy as many as 100 
SPICE bombs. The newly ordered SPICE bombs 

are an advanced version of SPICE-2000 bombs which were 
used by the IAF during the air strikes in Balakot on February 
26, in which the Indian forces reportedly eliminated 
around 300 Jaish-e-Mohammed militants. Since the deal 
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Government clears setting up of 
Defence Space Research Agency      

14 June' 19

The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) of the 
Central Government of India headed by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has cleared setting 

up of new agency called Defence Space Research 
Agency (DSRO. The DSRO has been entrusted with 
task of creating space warfare weapon systems and 
technologies.

Key Highlights

The decision to set up a new agency for developing space 
warfare weapon systems was taken some time ago at the 
topmost level and the agency has already started taking 
shape under a Joint Secretary-level scientist.

The Defence Space Research Agency would be provided 
with a team of scientists who would be working in close 
coordination with tri-services (Indian Army, Navy and Air 
Force) Integrated Defence Staff (IDS) officers. The IDS 
was set up in October 2001 under Ministry of Defence 
in aftermath of ‘Operation Vijay’ (Kargil Operations) 
as an organisation that will be responsible for fostering 
coordination and enabling prioritisation across all branches 
of Indian Armed Forces.

DSRA would be providing research and development 
(R&D) support to Defence Space Agency (DSA) which 
again comprises of members of tri-services.

It is also charged with finding and implementing defense 
related applications for India’s entire spectrum of space 
technologies.

This newly approved space agency DSRA will develop 
sophisticated weapon systems and technologies so as 
to enhance capabilities of armed forces to fight wars in 
space.

Defence Space Agency (DSA)

It is being set up in Bengaluru under an Air Vice 
Marshal-rank officer and will gradually take over the 
space-related capabilities of the three armed forces. DSA 
has been created to help India fight wars in the space. 
In April, the government established 
DSA to command the space assets of 
tri services, including military’s anti-
satellite capability. It is responsible for 
formulating strategy to protect India’s 
interests in space, including addressing 
space-based threats.

(UP), Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha and West 
Bengal (WB) the coverage of clean drinking water is less 
than 5%. It is only in Sikkim that 99% of households get 
tapped water.
With almost all of rural India depending on monsoon for 
agricultural and domestic purposes, there is a desperate 
need for viable water management and conservation so 
as to end the water woes in the country. 
Citing the widening gap between water 
supply and demand, newly constituted 
Jal Ministry notified that apart from 
increasing coverage of piped water to 
households’ emphasis will also be laid on 
water conservation.

Indian Navy hosts Maritime 
Information Sharing Workshop 2019      

12 June' 19

The Indian Navy 
is hosting 
a Maritime 

Information Sharing 
Workshop 2019 
edition under the aegis 
of the Information 
Fusion Centre-Indian 
Ocean Region (IFC-
IOR) at Gurugram, Harayana. The two-day event was 
inaugurated by Vice Admiral MS Pawar, Deputy Chief of 
the Naval Staff. More than 41 delegates from 29 countries 
of Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and beyond participated in 
the workshop.

During the MISW 2019 event Deputy Chief of Naval 
Staff stressed the need for greater maritime collaboration 
and for developing bonds based on trust between 
partner countries in IOR. He also requested delegates to 
participate actively in MISW. 

Several talks regarding contemporary maritime 
challenges in Indo-Pacific region and highlighting 
significance of maritime domain as well as the challenges 
faced by region were held at the event.

In course of 2 days, the MISW aims to 
acquaint all participants about IFC-IOR and 
its information sharing mechanisms. It also 
aims to promote sharing of best practices 
in this field so as to yield better response to 
myriad security and safety challenges that 
IOR faces.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced a 200 million dollar line of credit to Kyrgyzstan.
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and drought. According to India’s Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs), submitted under the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 
India has pledged to create an additional carbon sink of 
2.5-3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent through additional 
forest and tree cover by 2030.
The project is also part of the Bonn Challenge pledge, 
which was undertaken by India in 2015, 
to restore 13 million hectares of degraded 
and deforested land by 2020, and another 8 
million hectares by 2030. This is one of the 
highest targets among all Asian countries.

Railways To Experiment With 
Privately Run Trains      20 June' 19

The Indian Railways will experiment this arrangement 
by offering two trains to its tourism and ticketing 
subsidiary Indian Railway Catering and Tourism 

Corporation (IRCTC), to operate. These trains will run on 
routes such as the Golden Quadrilateral and would connect 
major cities. On board services and ticketing will be taken 
care of by IRCTC for which the firm will receive a lump 
sum amount. Rakes will be transferred to IRCTC, which 
will pay an annual lease fee to the Railway’s financial arm, 
Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC), it added.
After this, the Indian Railways will 
invite expression of interest from willing 
operators. The report suggests that trade 
unions will be consulted before any such 
arrangement is finalised.

Govt tells Tv channels to ensure 
appropriate representation of 

children      20 June' 19

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting issued 
an advisory to all private satellite television channels 
to ensure appropriate representation of children 

in dance-based reality shows. The Ministry has advised 
channels to exercise restraint and display sensitivity and 
caution while showing reality shows and programmes, 
especially those that feature children.
According to a statement released by the Ministry, the 
advisory was issued after it was noticed that several dance-
based reality television shows portray 
young children performing dance moves 
that were originally performed by adults 
in movies and other popular modes of 
entertainment.

External Affairs Minister, Dr S. Jaishankar, attended the 5th Conference on Interaction and 
Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) Summit in Dushanbe, Tajikistan.

varunastra: a heavyweight torpedo 
for Indian Navy      15 June' 19

Indian Navy and 
Bharat Dynamics 
Limited (BDL) 

have signed a contract 
worth Rs. 1187.82 
crore for supply of 
heavyweight torpedo 
Varunastra to Indian 
Navy. The execution 
of contract will be done in the next 42 months.
The torpedoes will be manufactured at BDL Visakhapatnam 
unit, in collaboration with the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO). BDL has a dedicated 
unit at Visakhapatnam for manufacturing underwater 
warheads. Varunastra is basically a ship-launched, 
electrically-propelled underwater weapon equipped 
with one of the most advanced automatic and remote-
controlled guidance systems. The weapon system uses 
its own intelligence in tracing the target. It can hit stealth 
submarines underwater. Varunastra is seven to eight metres 
long, weighs 1,500 kg and has a diameter 
of 533 mm. The anti-submarine electric 
torpedo when fired can travel at 40 knots, 
or 74 kmph. The operational range is 40 km 
and it can carry a warhead weighing 250 kg.

Govt Launches Pilot Project To 
Increase Forest Cover In 5 States      

19 June' 19

Reiterating its commitment to fight desertification, 
India has launched a pilot project to restore degraded 
forest landscapes in five states over the next 42 

months. In the first phase, the pilot will be conducted in 
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Nagaland and 
Karnataka. The project launched in partnership with the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) aims 
to enhance the capacity on forest landscape restoration (FLR) 
by developing and adapting best practices for sustainable 
land management and putting into place some monitoring 
protocols to combat desertification. The announcement 
comes ahead of the 14th session of the Conference of the 
Parties (COP 14) to be hosted by India this August.
The global conference scheduled to take place from 
29 August to 14 September would review the progress 
made by countries to control and reverse further loss of 
productive land from desertification, land degradation 
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Telangana to have India's 
first blockchain district

Rajasthan bans 
advertisement and sale of  

E-cigarettes

UP Govt. to issue Press Notes 
in Sanskrit

Indian Navy’s Service Selection Board 
Inaugurated At Kolkata      21 May' 19

Admiral Sunil 
Lanba, the 
Chief of Naval 

Staff inaugurated 
Indian Navy’s first 
full-fledged Service 
Selection Board (SSB) 
at Diamond Harbour, 
near Kolkata. The Flag 
Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Naval Command, Vice 
Admiral Karambir Singh, was also present at the venue.
SSB (Kolkata) is located approximately 55 km away from 
central Kolkata, on land that was previously occupied by 
a Naval Coastal Battery. This is the fifth Service Selection 
Board of the Indian Navy and caters for selection of both 
Permanent and Short Service Commission officers. The other 
Boards are located in Bhopal, Bengaluru, Visakhapatnam 
and Coimbatore. Spread over an area of 27 acres on the 
banks of the river Hooghly, SSB (Kolkata) has the capacity 
to screen approximately 5000 officer-candidates annually. 
The Board can accommodate approximately 160 candidates 
at a time and has separate facilities and accommodation 
for men and women candidates. Facilities available at the 
Board are GTO ground, Testing Hall, Conference Room, 
accommodation for staff and a Medical Inspection Room. 
These are not only custom-built to meet the stringent 
testing requirements, but also to cater for the comfort and 
convenience of candidates.
The SSB at Diamond Harbour, Kolkata 
will boost the induction of officers, both 
men and women, into the Indian Navy. Its 
location will reduce the travel time and 
effort for candidates from Northern and 
North Eastern parts of the country.

UNICEF will honour Priyanka Chopra with the Danny Kaye Humanitarian Award.

Gujarat govt sets up call centre to 
keep check on school teachers 

21 May' 19

The Gujarat government has come up with a new 
“real-time technology enabled” surveillance plan 
to “keep an eye” on over 1.95 lakh school teachers 

following the new academic session starting on June 10, 
reported Indian Express. This is aimed at improving the 
quality of education received by students across schools 
by ensuring that teachers stick to the tasks they have been 
assigned on a day to day basis.
A tech-equipped “command and control centre” is being 
set up in Gandhinagar which will include a call centre. 
Teachers from government schools across Gujarat will be 
called on a daily basis. Once they answer the call, they will 
be asked a series of questions from a template, including 
where the location of their assignment is, 
what task they have been assigned, and who 
assigned it. Further, those who are on leave 
will have to provide details such as the 
number of days and the approval authority.

Telangana to have India's first 
blockchain district      27 May' 19

Land at subsidised 
rates, funding 
of research and 

regulatory and policy 
support are among the 
features of Telangana 
government's draft 
Blockchain Policy 
aimed at wooing firms 
and startups in the field to set up shop in the state. Land will be 
allotted at subsidised rates to Blockchain companies by Telangana 
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Pema Khandu sworn in as Arunachal 
Pradesh CM      29 May' 19

Pema Khandu, 
who pitchforked 
into politics after 

the death of his father in 
a helicopter crash eight 
years ago, was sworn 
in as the first Chief 
Minister of an elected 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
government in Arunachal Pradesh. Chronologically, he is 
the 10th. His father, Dorjee Khandu was the fifth. There was 
another first for Mr Khandu. His formal installation happened 
in Itanagar’s landmark convention centre, named after his 
father, instead of the Raj Bhavan about 2 km away, where his 
predecessors were sworn in.
Apart from Mr Khandu, Governor Brigadier (Retd.) B.D. 
Mishra administered the oath of office and 
secrecy to Chown Mein as the Deputy Chief 
Minister and 10 others as ministers. This 
included Nakap Nalo and Taba Tedir, who 
had won the elections to the 60-member 
Assembly for the first time.

Meghalaya CM launches Aroma 
Mission      29 May' 19

Me g h a l a y a 
C h i e f 
M i n i s t e r 

Conrad K Sangma 
launched the Aroma 
Mission and also 
inaugurated the 
Processing Unit 
of Essential Oil 
at Byrwa village in Ri Bhoi District. A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) has been signed between Central 
Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants-CIMAP and 
the MBDA (Meghalaya Basin Development Authority) for 
collaborative work on medicinal and aromatic plants.
Aroma Mission is a very important initiative of the State 
government that will create value to the available resources. 
State’s GDP is the benchmark of economic 
growth of a nation or a state it becomes all 
the more important for any government to 
think of overall development in all sectors 
so that the economy moves in a realistic and 
sustainable manner. 

State Industrial Infrastructure Corporation Limited," according to 
the policy which seeks to position Telangana as the Blockchain 
capital of the country.
The guidelines specified for regular ICT (Information and 
Communication Technology) companies in terms of annual 
revenue, investment promises, employment creation 
promises would be partially relaxed for Blockchain firms, 
it said.
Blockchain is a distributed ledger technology that stores 
information across multiple systems securely and such data 
stored and distributed cannot be copied, hacked or tampered 
with. Records can only be appended. The state government 
has conceptualised the country's first 'Blockchain District', 
which will be a physical area within Hyderabad, aimed at 
creating the ecosystem. 
It will house all major Blockchain technology companies, 
a huge incubator and a world-class facility 
for promoting research, innovation and 
industry collaboration. This one of its kind 
initiative will aim to put all Blockchain 
companies based out of Hyderabad at 
a strategically advantageous position 
globally.

Alok Kumar verma appointed judge 
of Uttarakhand High Court 

28 May' 19

The Central 
Government 
has cleared 

the appointment 
of judicial officer 
Alok Kumar Verma 
as a judge of the 
Uttarakhand High 
Court. Justice Verma 
has been appointed to 
serve as an additional judge of the High Court for a period 
of two years. The notification issued to this effect today 
states,
Verma was recommended for elevation by the High 
Court Collegium on January 9, 2019. The Supreme Court 
Collegium had  assessed the material on record regarding 
Verma, and also consulted colleagues 
conversant with the affairs of the High 
Court. Additionally, the Collegium also 
had an interaction with Alok Verma before 
finding him suitable for elevation as a judge 
of the High Court.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar launched the Mukhyamantri Vriddha Pension Yojana for poor 
people above 60 years of age in the state.
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Rajasthan bans Advertisement and 
sale of e-cigarettes      30 May' 19

The Rajasthan 
govt. recently 
a n n o u n c e d 

its decision to 
ban production, 
distribution, advt. and 
sale of e-cigarette in 
the state. The congress 
government in state 
had promised in its election manifesto during assembly 
elections 2019 that it will take steps to curb use of tobacco 
among youths.
The government has banned both online and offline sale, 
storage, production, distribution and advertisement of 
e-cigarettes in Rajasthan. The decision was announced on 
occasion of the World No Tobacco Day which is observed on 
31 May 2019. The government had constituted a committee 
to do a detailed study on rising use of e-cigarettes which 
highlighted that youths are being misled by advertisements 
of e-cigarettes as a better alternative to tobacco cigarettes.
Significance: Researchers have found that initially many 
youngsters start smoking e-cigarettes and gradually shift 
to tobacco cigarettes later in life. Thus the ban will be 
an important step to curb e-cigarette addiction among 
youths and will prove effective to discourage them from 
consumption.
The e-cigarettes ban is a surprise move in a state where 
sale of tobacco products and cigarettes is allowed. Since 
smoking tobacco has been found to be more dangerous than 
e-cigarette this raises questions whether ban 
is placed to safeguard interests of tobacco 
lobby. Also, on one hand public smoking 
of cigarettes is banned in state but no steps 
have been taken to ban chewing of tobacco.

Punjab bans Online Food Delivery 
without Hygiene Rating      01 June' 19

The Punjab 
government 
has decided 

to make it mandatory 
for all online food 
aggregators to ensure 
that food supplied 
by them should 
compulsorily have 

Naveen Patnaik takes oath as Odisha 
chief minister      29 May' 19

Naveen Patnaik 
took oath 
as Chief 

Minister of Odisha, 
along with 20 other 
MLAs of the Biju 
Janata Dal who were 
sworn in by the 
Governor Ganeshi 
Lal, Patnaik chose to celebrate his becoming CM a fifth 
time with a wide section of society, artists, industrialists, his 
siblings and colleagues and in a particular the women of self 
help groups whose support made this feat possible. 
The swearing in and oath of secrecy ceremony was thus held 
in an open ground large enough to accommodate everyone 
and not in the Governor's house. His 
council of ministers saw only six previous 
ministers reappointed and included, first 
time legislators, two women, and even a 
couple who had switched camps, joining 
the BJD just before polls. 

Jagan Mohan Reddy Sworn In As 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 

30 May' 19

Jagan Mohan 
Reddy, who led 
his party to a 

landslide victory in 
Andhra Pradesh, took 
oath as the Chief 
Minister of the state 
in the presence of 
nearly 30,000 people. 
He is the second Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh post its 
bifurcation. Jagan Reddy, 46, was administered the oath by 
Governor ESL Narasimhan at 12.23 pm at a grand public 
function in Vijayawada. He got a hero's welcome as he reached 
the venue in an open jeep with folded hands, with hundreds of 
party workers and supporters cheering as his convoy passed.
N Chandrababu Naidu, who was virtually 
decimated by Jagan Reddy's YSR 
Congress, turned down the latter's invite to 
the swearing-in. Mr Naidu chose to send a 
delegation of his party to congratulate Mr 
Reddy at his home before the ceremony.

The Indian football team remained static at 101st place in the latest FIFA rankings.
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in reproductive and 
child health services 
in Tamil Nadu.
Tamil Nadu ranks 
third among all 
Indian states in the 
NITI Aayog Health 
Index which is 
reflected in vastly 
improved health outcomes. The state’s maternal mortality 
rate has declined from 90 deaths per 100,000 live births in 
2005 to 62 deaths in 2015-16 while infant mortality has 
declined from 30 deaths per 1000 live births to 20 in the 
same period. A key contribution to these achievements has 
been the establishment of emergency obstetric and neonatal 
care centres and the 108 ambulance service with previous 
support from the World Bank. These have ensured that 
no mother has to travel more than 30 minutes to access 
emergency obstetric and neonatal care 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.
Despite these impressive gains, certain challenges in health 
care remain, including quality of care and 
variations in reproductive and child health 
among districts. Tamil Nadu is also dealing 
with a growing burden of NCDs as they 
account for nearly 69 percent of deaths in 
the state.

Kharga Prahar: Army training 
exercise concludes      04 June' 19

The “Kharga 
Prahar”, a 
major training 

exercise conducted 
by the Indian Army 
in Punjab from 27 
May 2019 concluded 
on 4 June 2019.
Kharga Prahar 
exercise was undertaken in plains of Punjab by various units 
and formations of Army’s Kharga Corps. The exercise was 
successful in validating latest operational concepts which 
are designed to deliver a swift punitive blow to India’s 
adversary. The exercise brought out valuable lessons and 
also reinforced a high degree of operational preparedness 
of the Kharga Corps.
About Kharga Corps
The Indian Army’s II Corps, based in Ambala is known as 
Kharga Corps. It has been stationed at Ambala since 1985. If 

hygiene rating as per Food Safety and Standards Authority 
of India (FSSAI) guidelines. The online food order and 
door to door delivery mechanism of food supply has created 
a physical disconnect between consumers and the food 
maker. Therefore, the onus of ensuring quality of food and 
that conditions under which food is prepared are hygienic 
has shifted to the intermediate food delivery mechanism.
Keeping this in mind, Punjab government has issued a 
direction to all online aggregators that all the online order 
and supply companies should display hygiene rating of all 
food business operators registered or affiliated with them. 
Punjab’s Food and Drug Administration has sensitized 
companies operational in Punjab including 
Zomato, Swiggy, Uber Eats and Food 
Panda on the issue and also directed them 
to get the hygiene rating done of all the 
food business operators (FBO’s) registered 
with them.

Rajasthan Health Department wins 
WHO’s Award for Tobacco Control      

03 June' 19

The World Health Organisation (WHO) awarded 
Rajasthan government’s Medical & Health 
Department its Tobacco Control Award for year 

2019 in recognition of Rajasthan’s achievements in the 
field of tobacco control. The Award was conferred by 
WHO on occasion of World No Tobacco Day (celebrated 
on 31 May 2019) at a function in New Delhi. For this year’s 
prestigious award WHO selected total 33 institutions and 
individuals across world including five organisations from 
the South-East Asian (SEA) region viz. India, Thailand and 
Indonesia. The two institutes selected from India (in SEA 
region) includes Vallabhbhai Patel Chest 
Institute (in New Delhi) and Rajasthan’s 
Health Department. Rajathan’s Medical 
and Health Department was the only 
government body in country which was 
awarded for its tobacco-free initiatives.

Government of India, Government 
of Tamil Nadu and World Bank sign 

agreement      04 June' 19

The Government of India, Government of Tamil 
Nadu (GoTN) and the World Bank signed a $287 
million loan agreement for the Tamil Nadu Health 

System Reform Programme. The programme aims to 
improve the quality of health care, reduce the burden of 
non-communicable diseases (NCDs), and fill equity gaps 

Kassym-Jomart Tokayev took oath as the new president of Kazakhstan.
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judiciary, officers of the Delhi government 
and other officials were present at the 
ceremony. With an approved strength of 
60, the Delhi High Court has a shortage 
of around 24 judges.

Telangana Government enhanced 
Rythu Bandhu scheme      08 June' 19

Telangana govt. 
released Rs 
6,900 crore 

for the Rythu Bandhu 
scheme for Kharif 
season. The order 
is mainly passed 
to the agriculture 
department. The 
government enhanced the Rythu Bandhu scheme Rs 4,000 
to Rs 5,000 per acre and decided to release funds in the 
view of ensuing Kharif season.
Rythu Bandhu scheme also Farmers’ Investment Support 
Scheme (FISS) is a welfare program to support farmer’s 
investment for two crops a year by the Government of 
Telangana. The government is providing 58.33 lakh 
farmers, `4000 per acre per season to support the farm 
investment, twice a year, for rabi and kharif seasons. This 
is a first direct farmer investment support scheme in India.
The scheme was announced by the Chief 
Minister of Telangana, K. Chandrashekhar 
Rao at Farmers Coordination Committee 
(Rythu Samanvaya Samithi) conference at 
Jayashankar Agriculture University on 25 
February 2018.

Cabinet approves Governor’s Rule in 
J&K for another 6 months 

12 June' 19

The Union 
Cabinet chaired 
by Prime 

Minister Narendra 
Modi approved 
the extension of 
President’s rule under 
article 356(4) of Indian 
Constitution, in Jammu 
and Kashmir (J&K) for a period of 6 more months, beginning 
from 3 July 2019. The decision was based on prevailing situation 
in state as stated in report of Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, 

conflict or war breaks out between India and neighbouring 
Pakistan, in such case it has a mandate to launch offensive 
attack. Kharga possesses 50% of Indian Army’s offensive 
capabilities and on integration with multiple military 
formations it has proved an effective weapon in various 
wars. In 1971, Bangladesh Liberation War 
Khara Corps was positioned in West Bengal 
and helped in division of Pakistan. During 
the Kargil conflict in 1999 this elite force 
was deployed somewhere in the desert 
sector.

MP cabinet clears 27 % quota for 
OBCs      05 June' 19

The Madhya Pradesh cabinet chaired by Chief 
Minister Kamal Nath cleared the bill for 
reservation for OBCs to 27% in government jobs 

and educational facilities. This came after the Madhya 
Pradesh High Court set aside an Ordinance by the Kamal 
Nath government giving 27 % reservation to OBCs, 
saying it breached the 50 per cent cap out by the Supreme 
Court.
At present, OBCs have 14% reservation in the state, while 
Scheduled Castes and Tribes have 36%.
Citing quota cap breach, the Madhya 
Pradesh High Court on March 15, 2019, had 
stalled the State government’s ordinance 
increasing reservation for Other Backward 
Classes (OBC) category to 27% from the 
earlier 14%.

Dhirubhai Naranbhai Patel Takes 
Oath as Chief Justice of Delhi HC      

07 June' 19

Justice Dhirubhai 
Naranbhai Patel 
was sworn in as 

Chief Justice of the 
Delhi High Court. Lt 
Governor Anil Baijal 
administered the oath 
of office to Justice 
Patel at a function 
held at Raj Niwas. Earlier, Justice Patel was posted at the 
Jharkhand High Court. The Supreme Court Collegium 
had recommended his name for the appointment as Chief 
Justice of the Delhi High Court. 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, his deputy Manish 
Sisodia and cabinet colleagues, senior members of the 

Second meeting of the India-Italy Counter Terrorism Joint Working Group was held in New Delhi.
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Acharya Devvrat 
in a simple but an 
impressive ceremony 
at the Raj Bhawan. 
Chief Secretary B K 
Agarwal conducted 
the proceedings of the 
oath ceremony and 
read out the Warrant 
of Appointment issued by the President of India.
Born on June 30, 1958, Justice Ramasubramanian was the 
Judge of Telangana High Court since January 1. Earlier, he 
was appointed as an Additional Judge of the Madras High 
Court on July 31, 2006 and as permanent Judge on November 
9, 2009. He was transferred to Andhra 
Pradesh High Court on April 27, 2016 and as 
Judge of Telangana High Court on January 
1, 2019. Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur and 
former Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh were 
also present on the occasion.

Ordinance Bars Anti-National Activity 
In Up Private Universities

Private universities in UP will have to give an 
undertaking at the time of getting approvals that it 
will “not be involved in any anti-national activity, 

allow such activity within its premises or let its name 
be used for any such activity. Any such act would be 
construed as violation of the rules of establishment and the 
government can take action.”
The existing 27 private universities in the state have been 
given a year to promulgate rules according to the Uttar 
Pradesh Private University Ordinance, 2019, which was 
passed by the state Cabinet. The ordinance will now be 
presented in the Assembly in the session beginning from 
July 18. The ordinance makes provisions for “inclusion 
of a sense of national integration, secularism, social 
equality and international harmony in the objectives of the 
universities.” Among its other clauses, the ordinance states 
that “universities will not be allowed to bestow an honorary 
degree without prior approval of the state government. 75% 
of teaching staff will be regular appointments
The appointment of vice-chancellor can also be done by the 
chancellor only after consultation with the 
governing body.” It has been proposed in 
the ordinance that “land for the university 
cannot be sold, transferred or leased 
though it can be mortgaged to a bank or 
financial institution for establishment of 
the university.”

Satya Pal Malik. A resolution seeking approval of parliament 
for extending President’s Rule in J&K will be moved in both 
houses of parliament during the upcoming session.
J&K was placed under Governor’s Rule after Bharatiya 
Janta Party (BJP) pulled out of coalition government with 
J&K’s Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) in June 2018. 
This Governor’s Rule was proclaimed under Section 92 
of Constitution of J&K with concurrence of President of 
India. It had resulted in Governor assuming to himself 
functions of Government as well as Legislature of J&K. 
During this time, State Assembly was initially suspended 
due to breaking of coalition government and was later 
dissolved by Governor in November 2018.
The President’s Rule under Article 356 of Indian 
Constitution was imposed in J&K after Governor’s 
rule imposed in June 2018 had ceased after six months 
period in December 2018.  It was imposed because under 
Section 92 of J&K Constitution, there is no 
provision for further continuation of such 
Proclamation after six months period. Later, 
resolution imposing President rules in J&K 
was approved by Parliament, (separately by 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha).

UP Govt to Now Issue Press Notes in 
Sanskrit      19 June' 19 

In a bid to promote Sanskrit, the Uttar Pradesh 
government will now issue press releases in Sanskrit 
along with Hindi, English and Urdu. The first press note 

in Sanskrit was issued by the state government's Information 
Department. According to of the Information Department, 
the important speeches of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath 
and government information will be released also in Sanskrit, 
along with Hindi, English and Urdu. The department has 
decided to take help of Lucknow-based Rashtriya Sanskrit 
Sansthan for translating chief minister's speeches for public 
release. During a function, Yogi Adityanath had advocated 
that Sanskrit was in the DNA of the country. He also added 
that Sanskrit is in the DNA of India, however 
it is now limited to the work of priests. 
Incidentally, there are 25 periodicals in Uttar 
Pradesh which are printed in Sanskrit but 
none of them is a daily.

Justice v Ramasubramanian takes 
oath as Chief Justice     20 June' 19

Justice V Ramasubramanian was sworn in as the 
Chief Justice of the Himachal Pradesh High Court. 
He was administered the oath of office by Governor 

Bharat Dynamics Ltd (BDL) announced signing of a contract worth Rs 1,187.82 crores for supply of 
Heavy Weight Torpedoes to the Indian Navy.
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Bangladesh puts visas 
for Pakistani citizens 

on hold

US removes India from 
currency monitoring list

NGO Akshay Patra won 
BBC Award

Indonesia election: Joko Widodo 
wins second term      21 May' 19

Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo has 
been re-elected as 

the President of the 
country. Indonesia's 
President Joko Widodo 
has beaten rival 
Prabowo Subianto 
to win a second term 
in office, the country's elections commission has said, in an 
announcement that came hours before opposition protesters were 
set to protest against the final results of last month's vote.
The commission was expected to announce the official 
results on 22 May but, in a surprise move, it released 
the final tally early on 21 May amid fears of unrest after 
Prabowo vowed to challenge any victory for the incumbent 
leader.
Widodo - widely known as Jokowi - and 
his vice-presidential running mate, Ma'ruf 
Amin, won the April 17 election by a 55.5 
percent to 44.5 percent margin over Prabowo 
and Sandiaga Uno, the commission said.

Bangladesh puts visas for Pakistani 
citizens on hold      21 May' 19

In a move that will have major ramifications for intra-
South Asian politics, Bangladesh has decided to stop 
issuing visas to Pakistani citizens, further worsening ties 

between Islamabad and Dhaka. Since last year, the Sheikh 
Hasina government withheld approval for Pakistan’s high 
commissioner to Dhaka following Pakistan High Commission’s 
activities to destabilise the Hasina government. Pakistan High 

Third edition of Thai Film Festival “Namaste Thailand Film Festival" started in New Delhi.

Commission officials 
last year were also 
found interfering with 
the poll process by 
supporting Opposition 
candidates besides 
promoting anti-India 
activities. 
Diplomatic tension 
between Bangladesh and Pakistan has 
intensified as the Bangladesh High 
Commission in Islamabad has stopped 
issuing visas to Pakistani citizens. 

Nepal bans China's Alipay and 
WeChat Pay      22 May' 19

The Himalayan 
nation of 
Nepal has 

emerged as an 
unlikely obstacle to 
the global conquest 
of Chinese mobile 
payment services 
WeChat Pay and 
Alipay. The Nepal Rastra Bank, the central bank, 
announced a ban on the two Chinese services, operated 
by Tencent Holdings and Alibaba Group Holding's 
Ant Financial Services Group affiliate, respectively, 
citing their failure to secure licenses to operate in the 
country. The ban comes as a surprise as the Communist 
government elected in 2017 year has 
steered the country toward China, away 
from its traditional dependence on India. 
Nepal's move is the first national ban 
imposed against Alipay and WeChat Pay.
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Second Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization Mass Media Forum      

25 May' 19

The Second 
S h a n g h a i 
Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) 
Mass Media Forum 
was held from 23-
26 May, 2019 at 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. 
A Delegation from 
I&B Ministry comprising of Shri TVK Reddy, Addl. Director 
General and Shri Ankur Lahoty, Asst. Director represented 
India at the Forum.
The Forum was inaugurated by the President of Kyrgyz 
Republic Mr. S. Jeenbeko. The President in his inaugural 
address highlighted the importance of Mass Media 
organizations of SCO countries in accomplishing the SCO 
objectives of mutual trust, friendly relations with neighbors 
and regional security in line with the “Shanghai Spirit”.  
The first SCO Media Summit was held in Beijing on 1 June 
2018. This event was held under the motto “Development 
of the “Shanghai Spirit” and opening of a 
new era in the mass media cooperation”, 
where over 110 media outlets from 16 
countries participated, including the SCO 
Member States, Observer States and 
Dialogue Partners.

Japan to buy 105 F-35 US stealth 
warplanes: Trump      25 May' 19

Japan plans to 
buy 105 US-
made stealth 

warplanes, United 
States President 
Donald Trump said 
on, giving it the 
largest F-35 fleet 
of any US ally, 
according to the American leader.
Mr Trump, in Tokyo for a state visit, 
said Japan "has just announced its intent 
to purchase 105 brand new F-35 stealth 
aircraft... This purchase would give 
Japan the largest F-35 fleet of any US 
ally".

UAE launches 'Golden Card' scheme 
to woo wealthy investors 

26 May' 19

The United 
Arab Emirates 
launched a 

permanent residency 
scheme to woo 
wealthy individuals 
and exceptional 
talents, a move that 
could attract more 
Indian professionals and businessmen to the Gulf 
nation.  
The "Golden Card" programme unveiled by UAE Prime 
Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum is 
open to investors and "exceptional talents" such as doctors, 
engineers, scientists, students and artists. 
The first group of 6,800 investors from over 70 countries 
with investments totalling 100 billion 
dirhams (USD 27 billion) were being 
given permanent residency. The Golden 
Card offers unprecedented benefits to 
the cardholders and their families while 
creating an attractive environment for 
business and growth.

Pakistan and Britain sign MoU over 
extradition of ex-finance minister 

Ishaq Dar      26 May' 19

Pakistan and the United Kingdom have signed a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) to start the 
process for the extradition of former finance minister 

Ishaq Dar, who has been declared an absconder in a graft 
case linking to the Panama Papers scandal.
The MoU — signed this week and case specific to 
68-year-old Dar — provides legal basis in the absence 
of an extradition treaty. The MoU was signed after 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Adviser on Accountability 
Shahzad Akbar held talks with British Home Secretary 
Sajid Javed. Dar, the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
leader, left Pakistan soon after a court began hearings 
against him in a graft case filed in line 
with the Supreme Court’s July 2017 
Panama Papers verdict. After his arrival in 
London, he underwent treatment for heart 
related ailment at a Harley Street hospital.
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US removes India from currency 
monitoring list      27 May' 19

The US government has removed India from its 
monitoring list for currency manipulation, clearing 
doubts over India’s foreign exchange policies 

including undervaluation of currencies to gain export 
advantages. 
While experts welcome the US decision, they doubted 
whether this move would set the tone for further trade 
negotiations between the two countries including the US 
trade preference programme with India.  A group of 25 
influential US lawmakers had earlier warned 
the Trump administration that terminating 
the GSP programme, which paves the way 
for free entry of Indian goods into the US, 
could hit their exports to India. 

US conducting a naval exercise called 
"Pacific vanguard"      28 May' 19

Ships from four 
partner nations 
m a n e u v e r e d 

around each other in 
waters near Guam, 
working together 
on a common goal: 
Find the submarine. 
Helicopters flew 
ahead of the ships, which kept their distance from the 
imagined submarine, just as they would in actual combat, 
according to Capt. George Kessler, commander of the 
guided-missile cruiser USS Antietam. Once they found the 
sub, the helicopters then “prosecuted” — or fired at — the 
hypothetical target.
The submarine hunt was one portion of the inaugural, 
six-day Pacific Vanguard exercise involving naval vessels 
from the United States, Japan, South Korea and Australia. 
Although armed forces from the four 
nations have previously exercised together 
in some combination, the Navy described 
Pacific Vanguard as a “first of its kind 
event”.

Cyril Ramaphosa takes oath as South 
Africa’s President      28 May' 19

Cyril Ramaphosa was sworn in for a five-year term 
as South Africa’s President, with a delicate fight 
against government corruption ahead of him. 

The inauguration 
followed his ruling 
African National 
Congress party’s 
57.5% victory in this 
month’s election. 
It was the party’s 
weakest election 
showing since the 
ANC took power at the end of the harsh system of racial 
apartheid in 1994.
Mr. Ramaphosa first took office last year after former 
President Jacob Zuma was pressured to resign amid 
corruption scandals that badly damaged public faith 
in the ANC. A former protégé of South 
Africa’s first black president Nelson 
Mandela, Mr. Ramaphosa is seen by 
many as having the potential to clean 
up both the government and the ruling 
party’s reputation. 

Sri Lanka, India, Japan sign MoU for 
development of Colombo Port 

29 May' 19

The Memorandum 
of Cooperation 
(MoC) was 

signed in Colombo 
by Sri Lankan ports 
minister Sagala 
Ratnayake, Indian high 
commissioner to Sri 
Lanka Taranjit singh 
Sandhu and a Japanese 
representative. As per the agreement, Sri Lanka Port 
Authority (SLPA) will hold 51 percent majority stake in the 
port development while Japan and India will have combined 
stake of 49 percent.
The three governments have decided to work out details at 
joint working group meetings and advance their cooperation 
towards early commencement of work and operation of the 
terminal. The deal is significant as over 70% of India’s 
transhipment business is handled at Colombo ports. One of 
the terminals is controlled by Chinese company and there 
was a long pending proposal to handover 
the development of Eastern terminal to 
an Indian company. The deal is part of 
Memorandum of economic cooperation 
signed between India and Sri Lanka in 
2017.
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Major General Ruwan Kulatunga will be Sri Lanka's new chief of National Intelligence. He will 

replace Sisira Mendis.

IMD World Competitiveness Rankings 
2019      30 May' 19

India has moved up 
one place to rank 43rd 
most competitive 

economy in world in 
annual competitiveness 
rankings compiled by 
International Institute 
for Management 
Development (IMD).
Key Highlights
India: has moved one notch higher to 43th rank (from its 
44th position in 2018, 45th in 2017 and 41st in 2016.) in 
terms of competitiveness worldwide. This improved rank 
is result of India’s robust economic growth, a large labour 
force and its huge market size.
Singapore: The competitiveness chart was topped by 
Singapore that has toppled the Hong Kong and the United 
States to to take the top spot among the world’s most 
competitive economies. Singapore has grabbed top position 
for the first time in nine years. In 2018 it stood at third rank.
US: The US slipped to the third place in 2019 edition of the 
IMD World Competitiveness Rankings.
Hong Kong: Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
(SAR) has held onto its second position same as last year. 
This rank was due to countries benign tax and business 
policy environment and access to business finance.
Asia-Pacific: As per the study Asia-Pacific region has 
emerged as a global beacon with 11 out of 14 economies (that 
were studied) either improved or holded onto their ground.
Saudi Arabia: is the country that made its mark as the 
biggest climber of 2019. It advanced 13 places from 2018 
currently to No. 26 this was due to strong 
investment in education.
Venezuela: embattled in turmoil hit by 
inflation, poor access to credit and a weak 
economy finished in last place.

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 
(Quad) meets in Bangkok 

02 June' 19

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue also known as 
Quad is an informal strategic grouping consisting 
of India, US, Australia and Japan recently met in 

Bangkok in Thailand.

Key Highlights of Meet
The meet in Bangkok was attended by senior officials of 
Quad (India, US, Japan and Australia). At the meet countries 
held consultations on their collective efforts for a free, 
open and inclusive Indo-Pacific region. The consultations 
also underscored Quad’s intention of continuing with 
close coordination and collaboration among themselves 
in support of sustainable, private sector-led development, 
maritime security of the region and of good governance.
The Quad (or QSD) is committed to preserving and 
promoting the rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific region. 
At this meet they reaffirmed their shared commitment. 
The Quad call for an open Indo-Pacific region (which is 
a biogeographic region) is because China has been trying 
to expand its military presence in the Indo-
Pacific. China claims almost all of the 
South China Sea (SCS) even though other 
countries of same region viz. Vietnam, 
Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan 
have also countered China’s claims over it.

14th Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) summit held in 

Mecca      03 June' 19

The 14th 
summit of the 
Organisation of 

Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) held in Mecca, 
Saudi Arabia was 
hosted by Saudi King 
Salman bin Abdul 
Aziz Al Saud.
Key Highlights of Summit
The official agenda of meeting was to address ‘current issues 
in Muslim world’ and ‘recent developments in a number 
of OIC member states. Also, amid soaring 
tension between Iran and the US and its Gulf 
allies the OIC summit discussed the regional 
security issues. The Mecca summit supported 
Palestinians and backed Saudis in Iran standoff.

OIC appoints Yousef Aldobeay 
as special envoy for Jammu and 

Kashmir      03 June' 19

The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
has appointed Yousef Aldobeay of Saudi Arabia 
as its special envoy for Jammu and Kashmir. The 
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Muhammad-Bande, who will succeed 
incumbent Maria Fernanda Espinosa, was 
elected by acclamation as President of 
the 74th session of the General Assembly, 
beginning in September.

US approves sale of armed drones to 
India      08 June' 19

India is only the third country and the first non-NATO 
member country to have been offered the armed version 
of Guardian unmanned drones by the United States, the 

acquisition of which has been under discussion for almost 
a year now, according to people aware of the negotiations. 
Technical briefings have taken place and discussion are 
now focussed on determining the number of drones that 
India would like to purchase.
The only other countries offered the armed drones are the 
United Kingdom and Italy, both NATO (North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation) partners of the US. The United 
States had first offered General Atomics’ unarmed MQ-9 
Guardian drones for maritime surveillance 
and approved the sale of 22 of them to India 
around the time of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s June 2017 visit to Washington for 
his first meeting with US President Donald 
Trump.

G20 meeting of Finance Ministers 
and Central Bank Governors 2019      

09 June' 19

Smt. Nirmala 
S i tharaman, 
U n i o n 

Minister of Finance 
& Corporate Affairs 
participated in 
G20 Meeting of 
Finance Ministers 
and Central Bank 
Governors and associated events during 8-9 June 2019 held 
at southwestern city of Fukuoka, Japan.
This meeting took place alongside with G20 Ministerial 
meet on Trade and Digital Economy (on 8-9 June 2019) 
at Tsukuba city, Ibaraki Prefecture, Japan. It aimed 
towards forging consensus on range of issues to be 
endorsed by leaders who will be meeting in late June 
in Osaka, Japan.
The meet also focused on current situation in global 
economy and current trade and technology dispute between 

India successfully launched the indigenously-developed Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator 
Vehicle (HSTDV) in its maiden test from a base off the Odisha coast.

appointment was 
made during the 14th 
OIC summit held in 
Saudi Arabia's holy 
city of Makkah, 
which was attended 
by several leaders of 
Muslim countries, 
including Pakistani 
Prime Minister Imran Khan.
The Summit reiterated the Conference's principled support 
for the legitimate right to self-determination of the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir in accordance with UN resolutions. 
The OIC called for the adoption of a comprehensive strategy 
to combat Islamophobia, building on proposals made by 
Pakistan in the OIC Ministerial Executive Committee 
meeting in March 2019.
The OIC is a 57-nation grouping which claims to be the 
collected voice of Muslims across the world. One of its 
main aims is to preserve Islamic social and 
economic values and uphold international 
peace and security. But some critics say 
it lacks real engagement and solutions for 
Muslim countries in crisis even as it made 
progress socially and academically.

Tijjani Muhammad-Bande elected 
UNGA President      05 June' 19

Ni g e r i a ’ s 
Ambassador 
to the UN 

Tijjani Muhammad-
Bande, elected as the 
next President of the 
General Assembly, 
he has committed 
to try and hasten the 
long-delayed reform process of the Security Council to 
ensure that the powerful UN organ is more democratic and 
efficient.
The long-pending reform of the powerful 15-nation UN 
organ has made little progress after the Inter-Governmental 
Negotiatins (IGN) a decade ago. The negotiations process 
for UNSC reforms is headed for a roll-over to the next 
UNGA session that starts in September without making 
much headway this year. India has been calling for the 
reform of the UN Security Council along with Brazil, 
Germany and Japan for long, emphasising that it rightly 
deserves a place at the UN high table as a permanent 
member.
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US and China. Besides this participants also 
discussed issues related to tax challenges 
for addressing digitalisation of economy, 
ways for improving taxation and measures 
to ensure sustainable growth. 

India to train 1,000 civil servants 
from Maldives      10 June' 19

The National 
Centre for Good 
Governance 

(NCGG), India's 
leading civil services 
training institution, 
has entered into 
an agreement with 
the Maldives Civil 
Services Commission for capacity building of 1,000 civil 
servants from the Maldives over the next five years.
The agreement was signed during Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's visit to Male, the capital of the Maldives. The 
agreement envisages that the NCGG will be the nodal 
institution for designing customised training modules and 
its implementation, taking into account the requirements of 
the Maldives Civil Services Commission.
The subject matters of the training programme will include 
public administration, e-governance 
and service delivery, public policy and 
governance, information technology, best 
practices in fisheries in coastal areas, agro-
based practices, self-help group initiatives, 
urban development and planning and ethics 
in administration.

India & Portugal to set up National 
Maritime Heritage Museum 

10 June' 19

India and Portugal will cooperate in setting up of a 
national maritime heritage museum at ancient Indian 
site of Lothal in Gujarat. Lothal (literally means the 

mound of dead) was one of port cities of Indus Valley 
Civilization (Harappan Civilization).
Key Highlights
In March 2019 Government of India allocated a grant 
for building maritime museum and foundation stone for 
project was laid by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Then 
during Portuguese Defence Minister João Gomes Cravinho 
visit to India in April 2019, initial discussions were held 

between India and Portugal for developing maritime 
museum. The proposed maritime museum in Indian is likely 
to come up on lines of similar museum at Lisbon, which is 
administered by Portuguese Navy. Museum 
Project will be implemented by Union 
Ministry of Shipping through its Sagarmala 
programme, along with involvement of 
State government, Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) and other stakeholders.

Global Peace Index 2019 released      
14 June' 19

In the recently 
released Global 
Peace Index 

(GPI) of Institute 
for Economics and 
Peace (IEP), India’s 
rank slipped by five 
places to 141 among 
163 countries on GPI 
2019 and Iceland was 
ranked 1st. India was ranked 136 in GPI 2018.
Key Findings of Report
Iceland with rank 1st remains the most peaceful country in 
world. It has held this rank since 2008. Other countries at top 
of GPI are New Zealand, Austria, Portugal, and Denmark.
As per GPI 2019 Afghanistan is now ranked as least 
peaceful country in world. It has replaced Syria, which is 
now the 2nd least peaceful. Other least peaceful countries 
includes South Sudan, Yemen, and Iraq.
Both India and Pakistan had highest rating at five in the 
score for internal conflicts fought. Only deaths from 
internal conflict showed improvement, with fewer fatalities 
in Afghanistan, Pakistan and India than the year before. 
The report observed that China, India and Bangladesh 
score in bottom half of GPI and have significant exposure 
to climate hazards, with over 393 million people in high 
climate hazard areas
As per the index findings, although global peacefulness 
improved for first time in past five years but world now 
remains less peaceful than a decade ago. The GPI 2019 
report includes new research on possible effects of climate 
change on peace. It also revealed that since 2008 global 
peacefulness has deteriorated by 3.78%. 
The score of South Asia for every indicator 
in ongoing conflict is less peaceful than 
total global average, with four out of six 
deteriorating in 2018 itself.

Amitav Ghosh has been honoured with Jnanpith Award 2018.



41

INTERNATIONAL

AUGUST 2019  MICA

FDI inflow to South Asia is increased 3.5% to $54 billion 
dollars. It highlighted that the prospects for FDI inflows 
into South Asia are largely determined by expectations 
of growing investment into India. India has historically 
accounted for 70% to 80% of inflows that came to the South 
Asian region. Among other countries in South Asian region, 
FDI flows to Sri Lanka and Bangladesh rose to record level, 
to $1.6 billion and $3.6 billion respectively, but Pakistan 
witnessed a 27% decline in investment to $2.4 billion.
UNCTAD was established in 1964 for integrated treatment 
of trade and development and related issues in areas of 
investment, finance, technology, enterprise development 
and sustainable development. It is organ of UN General 
Assembly (UNGA). There are 195 members in UNCTAD. 
Its mandate is to maximize trade, investment 
and development opportunities of developing 
countries and assist them in their efforts 
towards integrating into world economy on 
an equitable basis without any bias.

India designated as guest country at 
Guadalajara International Book Fair 

in Mexico      16 June' 19

India designated as the Guest of Honour at the 
33rd Feria Internacional del Libro de Guadalajara 
(Guadalajara International Book Fair) in Mexico, the 

National Book Trust. The book fair will be organized from 
November 30 - December 8,2019. India pavilion at the fair 
will showcase over 35 Indian authors and artists, along 
with 15 publishing houses. India displays a wide array of 
its rich and composite literary and cultural heritage through 
literary and academic activities comprising conferences. 
Ancient and rare manuscripts including "Mahabharata" 
and "Ramayana" will be put on exhibition, along with 
photo books, handicrafts, and paintings.
The exhibition will run parallel to the book fair in the 
pavilion. They will feature art by 40 
renowned Indian women artists including 
Arpana Caur, Paula Sengupta, and Seema 
Kohli.  The "Festival of India" will 
showcase folk, classical and contemporary 
cultural programmes.

Russia, China block UN from 
Sanctioning North Korea      19 June' 19

Russia and China have blocked the UN Security 
Council committee monitoring sanctions against 
North Korea from declaring that Pyongyang 

breached the annual limit for importing refined petroleum 

NGO Akshay Patra wins BBC Award      
15 June' 19

Akshaya Patra, 
a Bengaluru-
based non-

profit organisation 
(NGO) running 
one of the world’s 
largest school meals 
project in India 
was awarded BBC 
(British Broadcasting Corporation) World Service Global 
Champion Award for the programme.
The Akshaya Patra NGO was selected by an international 
panel of judges from nominations sent in by BBC World 
Service audience from all over the world. The Award was 
presented to Akshaya Patra at the BBC Food and Farming 
Awards in Bristol in London, UK.
Akshaya Patra Foundation is an NGO in India was founded 
by Madhu Pandit Dasa in 2000. Since its establishment it 
is running mid-day meal programme across India. Almost 
20 years ago it started with providing 1,500 free school 
lunches every day and today it feeds 1.75 million children 
all over India with freshly prepared meals. For many 
children Akshaya Patra’s mid-day meal programme will be 
their main source of nutrition and keep them in education.
BBC World Service Global Champion Award is awarded 
to recognise a person or project who is changing the way 
world produces, processes, consumes or thinks about 
food for the better. Other projects on shortlisted for 2019 
BBC award included UK charity WRAP 
(working towards reducing waste across 
various sectors), and Food 4 Education (a 
Kenya based NGO which provides heavily-
subsidised meals at primary schools in 
Nairobi).

World Investment Report 2019: 
UNCTAD      16 June' 19

According to the World Investment Report 2019, 
released by United Nation Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD), Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI) inflows to India grew by 6% to USD 42 
billion in 2018. India was ranked among the top 20 host 
economies for FDI inflows in 2017-18.
It grew by 6% to $42 billion in 2018 saw strong inflows in 
manufacturing, financial services sectors, communication 
and cross-border merger and acquisition activities.

Payment solution provider Payswiff has signed a strategic alliance with Mastercard to promote low-
cost payments acceptance solutions to tier-II and III cities in the country.
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products which are 
key for its economy. 
The United States 
and 25 other countries 
accused North 
Korea of violating 
U.N. sanctions by 
importing far more 
than the annual limit 
of 500,000 barrels of refined petroleum products. A US-led 
complaint had asked the sanctions committee to rule that 
Pyongyang breached the cap and demand an immediate halt 
to deliveries. It said most of the excess petroleum products 
were obtained from dozens of illegal ship-to-ship transfers. 
According to a Security Council diplomat North Korea 
is believed to have obtained 3.5 million barrels of refined 
petroleum in 2018, seven times the limit. The Security 
Council imposed sanctions on North Korea after its first 
nuclear test explosion in 2006 and has made them tougher and 
tougher in response to further such tests and its increasingly 
sophisticated ballistic missile program. Negotiations 
between the U.S. and North Korea have been at a standstill 
since the Trump-Kim summit in Hanoi in February broke 
down over what the United States described as excessive 
North Korean demands for sanctions relief in exchange for 
only a partial surrender of its nuclear capabilities.
The quota on refined petroleum products was one of the 
tough sanctions imposed by the Security 
Council in December 2017 in response to 
North Korea's launch of a ballistic missile 
that Pyongyang said is capable of reaching 
anywhere on the U.S. mainland.

US pushes for 'conditionality' in IMF 
bailout package to Pakistan       

20 June' 19

Amidst reports that the IMF has reached a 
multi-billion dollar bailout package with cash-
strapped Pakistan, the United States is seeking 

"conditionality" in the new financial aid from the global 
lender. Pakistan in May reached an agreement with the 
Washington-headquartered International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) for a USD 6 billion bailout package aimed at shoring 
up its finances and strengthening a slowing economy as 
tries to overcome a ballooning balance-of-payments crisis. 
The US has serious reservations over global lenders 
like the IMF providing a bailout to Pakistan to pay off 
Chinese debts. Responding to questions from lawmakers 
during a Congressional hearing last week, she told House 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee for Asia, the Pacific and 

Nonproliferation that while the US has not seen the IMF 
package yet, there has been an agreement reached between 
the IMF and government of Pakistan. However, Wells 
ruled out any effort to block IMF loan to Pakistan until 
the release of Dr Shakeel Afridi, the Pakistan doctor who 
is currently in a jail on the charges of helping CIA to find 
Osama bin Laden.
While the US aid is USD 70 million, the IMF loan is USD 
6 billion. China is investing heavily in Pakistan under 
the USD 60 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC). Launched in 2015, the CPEC is 
a planned network of roads, railways and 
energy projects linking China's resource-
rich Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
with Pakistan's strategic Gwadar Port on 
the Arabian Sea.

India to Be World’s Most Populous 
Country      20 June' 19

India will be the 
world’s most 
populous country 

by 2027, says United 
Nations report.
The World 
Population Prospects 
report added that 
the present global 
population of 7.7 billion will reach 10.9 billion by 2100. 
India will be the world’s most populous country by 2027, 
says United Nations report. The report said that the 
world’s population continues to grow, though at a slower 
pace. It will increase from the current 7.7 billion in 2019 
to 8.5 billion in 2030, 9.7 billion in 2050 and 10.9 billion 
in 2100. “More than half of the projected increase in the 
global population up to 2050 will be concentrated in just 
nine countries: the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Nigeria, Pakistan, the 
United Republic of Tanzania, and the United States of 
America,” the report said.
Countries of sub-Saharan Africa are likely to account for 
more than half the increase in the global population from 
2019 to 2050, the report said. On the other hand, 55 countries 
or areas will see a reduction in their populations during 
this period, due to sustained low levels of 
fertility, and high rates of emigration in 
some places. The populations of Bulgaria, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Ukraine, and the Wallis 
and Futuna Islands are expected to fall by 
20% or more during this period.

16th Asia Media Summit started in Siem Reap, Cambodia.
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It was also the most profitable company in the country with 
a net profit of more than double that of IOC in FY2019. 
Reliance, which was about half the size of IOC till about a 
decade back but its bet on burgeoning consumer base and 
foray into new businesses such as telecom, 
retail, and digital services vastly expanded 
its business, clocked a net profit of Rs 
39,588 crore in FY19. IOC, on the other 
hand, ended the year with a net profit of Rs 
17.274 crore. 

India to grow at 7.1% in FY'20: 
United Nations' report      22 May' 19

A report by the United Nations says India's 
economy is projected to grow at 7.1 per cent 
in the fiscal year 2020 on the back of strong 

domestic consumption and investment.  The Indian 
economy expanded by 7.2 per cent in 2018. However, 
it said, GDP growth is a downward revision from the 
7.4 per cent estimated in January this year. The report 
said, strong domestic consumption and investment will 
continue to support growth, which is projected at 7.0 per 
cent in 2019 and 7.1 per cent in 2020.
The estimates for India, however, reflect a downward 
revision from the projections made in the World Economic 
Situation and Prospects 2019 report released in January this 
year. That report had estimated that India would grow at 7.6 
per cent in the fiscal year 2019 and 7.4 per cent in 2020.  
The World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 
2019 Mid-year Update noted that growth projections for 
2019 have been revised downward in all major developed 
economies. The growth outlook for many 
developing economies has also weakened, 
it said, adding that despite downward 
revisions, growth in India remains strong 
amid robust domestic demand. 

ICICI Bank to buy stake in BSE 
subsidiary INX for Rs 31 crore 

21 May' 19

ICICI Bank has entered into an agreement with the 
BSE to buy stake in its subsidiary INX - located at 
GIFT City Gujarat - for nearly Rs 31 crore. India 

International Exchange (INX) - a wholly owned subsidiary 
of the BSE - is India's first international exchange at 
International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) in GIFT 
City. 
The investment is subject to regulatory approvals and 
comes at a cash consideration of up to Rs 305 million in 
tranches to acquire up to 9.9 per cent shareholding in INX, 
ICICI Bank said in a regulatory filing. Post the proposed 
investment, ICICI Bank would have a shareholding of up 
to 9.9 per cent in INX. INX was incorporated in September 
2016 and has posted a loss of Rs 31 crore in 2018-19. The 
total revenue was Rs 2.25 crore. During 
2017-18, INX had earned revenues of Rs 
1.14 crore, while in 2016-17 the exchange 
earned Rs 3,225. Stock of ICICI Bank 
closed 4.48 per cent higher at Rs 407.80 on 
the BSE. 

RIL becomes India’s biggest company 
in revenue terms      21 May' 19

Richest Indian Mukesh Ambani's oil-to-telecom 
conglomerate Reliance Industries has toppled state-
owned Indian Oil Corp to become the country's 

biggest company by revenue.  Reliance in the 2018-19 
fiscal year that ended March 31, reported a turnover of Rs 
6.23 lakh crore. In comparison, IOC posted a turnover of 
Rs 6.17 lakh crore for the fiscal, according to regulatory 
filings by the two companies. 

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

ABD to provide loan to 
India for railway project

RBI cuts interest ratesRBI to extend timings for 
RTGS

Amasebailu in Kundapura Taluk of Udupi district has become Karnataka’s first solar-powered Gram 
Panchayat.
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Reliance Capital to exit mutual funds 
business; sells stake to Jv partner 

Nippon Life Insurance      24 May' 19

Reliance Capital 
( R C a p ) 
will exit the 

mutual funds business 
by selling its stake in 
Reliance Nippon Life 
Asset Management 
Ltd (RNAM) to its 
joint venture partner 
Japan's Nippon Life Insurance. Both partners hold 42.88 
percent each in the company, while the rest is with public 
shareholders.
Reliance Capital has signed binding definitive agreements 
with Nippon Life Insurance of Japan. Pursuant to the 
agreements, Nippon Life will also make an open offer to 
the public shareholders of RNAM at Rs 230 per share, as 
required under Sebi regulations, and reach the maximum 
permissible promoter shareholding of 75 percent for listed 
companies.
The transaction price represents a premium of 15.5 percent 
to the minimum 60-day price as specified under the Sebi 
Takeover Regulations. Reliance Capital will receive 
proceeds of approximately Rs 6,000 crore through sale 
of its shareholding to Nippon Life Insurance at Rs 230 a 
share, and the simultaneous Offer For Sale (OFS) to other 
financial investors. The entire proceeds of 
Rs 6,000 crore will be utilised to reduce 
Reliance Capital's outstanding debt by 33 
percent. Shares of Reliance Capital were 
trading 2.34 percent higher at Rs 131.35 
apiece on BSE.

Maruti Suzuki plans to invest on solar 
plant at Gurugram facility 

27 May' 19

Maruti Suzuki 
India will 
invest Rs 24 

crore to set up a 5 MW 
solar power plant at its 
Gurugram facility. The 
company recently laid 
the foundation stone 
for the captive solar power plant which is expected to be 
commissioned in the current financial year.

RBI to create regulatory cadre to 
monitor banks, NBFCS      22 May' 19

The board of 
directors of 
the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) 
has decided to 
create a specialised 
supervisory and 
regulatory cadre 
within the RBI to 
strengthen the supervision and regulation of commercial 
banks, urban cooperative banks and non-banking financial 
companies (NBFCs), the central bank said in a press statement.
The Central Board of the RBI, reviewed the present 
structure of supervision at the RBI in the context of the 
growing diversity, complexities, and interconnectedness 
within the Indian financial sector. Chaired by RBI Governor 
Shaktikanta Das, the 576th meeting of the 
Central Board also reviewed the current 
economic situation, global and domestic 
challenges, and various areas of operations 
of the central bank.

ADB to provide loan to India for 
railway track electrification project      

23 May' 19

Multilateral funding agency Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) has signed an agreement to provide 
USD 750 million equivalent in Indian rupee 

long-term financing to electrify railway tracks in India.  It 
is the largest single non-sovereign loan ever committed by 
ADB to Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) to 
fund the railways track electrification project, ADB said in 
a release. 
As part of a broad modernisation programme that will help 
India's railway sector transition to electric power and away 
from dependence on fossil fuels, it said.  Concurrently, with 
the loan agreement signing, risk participation agreements 
were signed with private risk participants for the project. 
IRFC will use the proceeds from the loan to install electric 
traction equipment along about 3,378 
kilometres of existing railway lines to 
enable migration of passenger and freight 
traffic from diesel to electric traction.  The 
electrification assets will be leased to Indian 
Railways, the country's national railway 
system, under a long-term lease agreement.

India successfully conducted the maiden flight test of its indigenously developed unmanned scramjet 
demonstration aircraft for hypersonic speed flight from a base off Odisha coast.
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The proposed plant will help offset CO2 emissions to the 
tune of over 5,390 tonnes annually, for 
the next 25 years, the plant would be the 
second grid-based solar power plant for 
Maruti Suzuki. The first solar power plant 
was set up in 2014 at Manesar, with 1 MW 
capacity. In 2018, it was further expanded 
to 1.3 MW.

RBI to extend timings for RTGS 
transactions      28 May' 19

The Reserve Bank of India announced that from 
1 June, the time-window for using the Real Time 
Gross Settlement System for customer transactions 

will be extended from 4:30 pm to 6 pm. There shall be no 
charge for transactions between 8 am and 11 am. A charge 
of will be levied on every transaction conducted between 
11 am and 1 pm.

`5 shall be charged for every transaction 
between 1 pm and 6 pm. The RTGS 
system is primarily meant for large value 
transactions. The minimum amount to be 
remitted through RTGS is `2 lakh with no 
upper or maximum ceiling.

GDP growth in Q4 likely to moderate 
to 6.1-5.9% : SBI report      28 May' 19

The country's economic growth in the fourth quarter 
ended March 2019 is expected to moderate to 6.1-
5.9 per cent, which could pull down growth rate for 

the entire fiscal 2018-19 to below 7 per cent, according 
to a report by SBI.  The slip in GDP growth may force 
the Reserve Bank of India to move with a deeper 0.50 per 
cent cut in rates at its next review to propel the sluggish 
economy.

The growth could come at 6.1-5.9 per cent for the January-
March period, getting the full-year growth to 6.9 per cent, 
an estimate by the economic researchers at the country's 
largest lender SBI. 

"We expect GDP growth for Q4FY19 at 6.1 per cent. GVA 
(gross value added) growth could be at 6 per cent or slip 
marginally below 6 per cent at 5.9 per cent. FY19 GDP 
growth will be at 6.9 per cent," it said. 

However, it added that the current slowdown can 
be "transitory" if proper policies are adopted in the 
interim.  Calling out the high real interest rates - the 

differential between the policy rate and 
headline inflation - as an impediment to 
investment, it said the RBI can cut rates 
by 0.35-0.50 per cent at its next policy 
announcement.

India's FDI equity inflows declined for 
the first time in 6 years      01 June' 19

India's Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) equity inflows 
declined for the first time in six years in 2018-19. Data 
released by the Department of Industrial Policy and 

Promotion and internal trade showed FDI equity inflows 
into India declined 1% to $44.4 billion in the year to 31 
March. The decline signals a squeeze in long-term foreign 
investment into the country.
The two sectors where FDI inflows dropped the most 
are telecommunications (fell 57% to $2.7 billion) and 
pharmaceuticals (dropped 74% to $266 million). Singapore 
dislodged Mauritius as a top source of FDI, accounting for 
$16.22 billion inflows.
What is Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)?
Foreign direct investment (FDI) is an investment made by 
a firm or individual in one country into business interests 
located in another country. Generally, FDI takes place 
when an investor establishes foreign business operations 
or acquires foreign business assets, including establishing 
ownership or controlling interest in a foreign 
company. Foreign direct investments are 
distinguished from portfolio investments 
in which an investor merely purchases 
equities of foreign-based companies.

RBI permitted Banks to use Aadhaar 
only for DBT accounts for KYC 

requirements      01 June' 19

Reserve Bank 
of India (RBl) 
p e r m i t t e d 

banks to accept Aadhaar 
n u m b e r ( O f f l i n e 
verification) for Know 
Your Customer(KYC) 
verification with 
the consent of the 
customers. RBI has 
added the 'Proof of possession of Aadhaar number' to the 
list of Officially Valid Documents (OVD). This was notified 
by the RBI in its amended Master Direction on KYC. RBI's 
Master Direction is a rule book that the regulated entities 
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Senior IPS officer V S Kaumudi has been appointed as the Director General of the Bureau of Police 

Research and Development (BPR&D).

need to follow. The bank should obtain the Aadhaar number 
from the customers who receive any benefit or subsidy 
under Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT).
For Non-DBT beneficiary customers, the Regulated 
Entities (REs) should obtain a certified copy of any OVD 
describing the details of customer's identity and address 
along with 1 recent photograph. Along with this, while 
submitting Aadhaar for Customer Due Diligence, the RES 
must redact or blackout the Aadhaar number as per Sub-
rule 16 of Rule 9 of the amended Prevention of Money-
Laundering(PML) Rules.  All the non-individual customers 
should submit Permanent Account Number(PAN)/Form 
No 60 (for companies and Partnership firms 
- only PAN) along with other documents. 
Form 60 is submitted by an individual who 
do not have a Permanent Account Number 
(PAN).

Sahara Evols to sell electric two, 
three-wheelers and cargo vehicles      

04 June' 19

Sahara group announced its foray into the automobile 
sector under the brand name 'Sahara Evols'. The 
business venture will offer a wide range of electric 

vehicles (EVs) along with advanced allied services.
The product portfolio of Sahara Evols comprises variants 
of electric scooters, motorcycles, three-wheelers and cargo 
vehicles. It is introducing a network of battery charging-
cum-swapping stations.Starting from Lucknow, Sahara 
Evols will establish its ecosystem in the 
country's tier-II and III cities by the end 
of this financial year, in a phased manner. 
Subsequently, in the next financial year, it 
will roll out its products and services pan-
India.

Airtel Payments Bank enables BHIM 
UPI based payments at over 5 lakh 

merchants      05 June' 19

Airtel Payments Bank has enabled open loop BHIM 
UPI based payments at over 500,000 merchant 
points across India, allowing consumers to make 

digital payments for good and services by using any BHIM 
UPI enabled bank or payments app over their mobile 
phones. Consumers no longer need to go through the hassle 
of downloading and maintaining numerous payment apps, 
and can pay with any BHIM UPI enabled application of 
their choice.

Making digital payments seamless as well 
as secure, Airtel Payments Bank powered 
BHIM UPI payments will enable customers 
to pay anywhere, anytime through a single 
interface.

Wipro to acquire US-based ITI for 
around `312 crore      06 June' 19

IT major Wipro 
said it will 
acquire US-based 

International Techne 
Group Incorporated 
for $45 million 
(around `312 crore). 
International Techne 
Group Incorporated 
(ITI) provides Computer Aided Design and Product 
Lifecycle Management interoperability software services. 
Founded in 1983 and headquartered in Ohio, USA, ITI has 
offices in the UK, Italy, Israel and Germany.
ITI is privately held and has 130 employees as of March 
2019. Its revenue stood at $ 23.2 million in FY'18 (year 
ending June 30). The acquisition complements Wipro's core 
strengths in Industry 4.0 and will allow Wipro to offer end-
to-end solutions in Digital Engineering and Manufacturing.
ITI’s offerings and solutions will be consolidated as a part 
of Wipro’s industrial and engineering services business 
and will function as a wholly-owned US 
subsidiary of the company. The acquisition 
is subject to customary closing conditions 
and regulatory approvals and is expected to 
close in the quarter ending 30 September 
2019. 

RBI cuts interest rates by 25 bps, 
policy stance changed      06 June' 19

The Reserve Bank of India has reduced the repo rate 
by 25 basis points to 5.75 per cent from 6.0 per cent 
in its second Bi-monthly Monetary Policy Review 

of 2019-20. 
Current Policy Rates are-
Repo Rate- 5.75%
Reverse Repo Rate- 5.50%
Bank Rate- 6.00%
Marginal Standing Facility (MSF)- 6.00%
This was third rate cut in a row by the central bank, and 
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There are around 2 lakh ATMs in India. At end of April 2019, 
there were over 88.47 crore debit cards and 4.8 crore credit 
cards in function, and as per RBI data during April only 80.9 
crore transactions were done through debit cards on ATM. 
Over the years, uses of ATMs have grown significantly and 
there have been persistent demand of changing ATM charges 
and fees. Thus amid demands for reviewing the levies by 
bank, RBI constituted high-level committee.
The six member committee chaired by of VG Kannan, will 
consist of members namely- Dilip Asbe (CEO, National 
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)), Giri Kumar Nair 
(CGM, State Bank of India (SBI), Sanjeev Patel (CEO, 
Tata Communications Payment Solutions (TCPSL)), S 
Sampath Kumar (Group Head, Liability Products, HDFC 
Bank), and K Srinivas (Director, Confederation of ATM 
Industry (CATMi)).
It will examine existing patterns of costs, charges and 
interchange fees by banks for automated 
teller machines (ATMs) transactions. It will 
review overall patterns of usage of ATMs 
by cardholders and also assess impact (if 
any) on charges and interchange fees levied 
by banks.

Government launches DBT Tribal web 
portal      14 June' 19

Union Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs 
launched DBT 

Tribal web portal to 
streamline and expedite 
the process of releasing 
scholarship grants 
directly into bank 
accounts of beneficiary 
students. 
DBT Tribal web portal
The portal provide single common platform to states to 
upload data related to beneficiaries, raise queries and give 
feedback. It has uniform 29-column data sharing format, 
related to personal and location details of beneficiaries. It is 
linked with Aadhaar and the Public Financial Management 
System, thus help to reduce the chances of duplication of 
beneficiary and manipulation.  It is binding on all states and 
Union territories to upload data on this portal in prescribed 
format. 
Background
The Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs is currently running 
various schemes to bridge the gap between Scheduled Tribe 

the move was largely in line with Street expectations. MPC 
also decided to change the stance of monetary policy from 
neutral to accommodative.
The committee has kept cash reserve ratio (CRR) 
unchanged at 4 per cent.  The MPC has revised its GDP 
growth for FY20 downward to 7 per cent from 7.2 per 
cent in the April policy. It sees growth in the range of 
6.4-6.7 per cent in the first half of the 
financial year and 7.2-7.5 per cent in the 
second half, with risks evenly balanced.  
The next monetary policy review of the 
Reserve Bank will be conducted from 5 to 
7 August 2019.

Imports from Pakistan plunged 92% 
in March      10 June' 19

Imports from Pakistan declined by 92 percent to $2.84 
million in March this year after imposition of 200 
percent customs duties on all products following 

Pulwama terror attack. On February 16 this year, taking 
strong economic action against Pakistan following the 
attack, India raised the customs duty to 200 percent on all 
goods imported from the neighbouring country, including 
cotton, fresh fruits, cement, petroleum products and 
mineral ore.
According to the data of the commerce ministry, the imports 
from the neighbouring country stood at $34.61 million in 
March 2018. Out of the $2.84 million imports in March, 
as much as $1.19 million was accounted for cotton import 
by India.
According to experts, certain domestic manufacturing 
exporters could be availing nil import duty benefit 
under advance authorisation scheme to import products, 
especially raw materials from Pakistan, as it would not be 
viable for anyone to import goods at 200 percent customs 
duties. The main commodities imported 
during the month from the neighbouring 
country include plastics, knitted fabrics, 
preparation of vegetables, articles of 
apparel and clothing, spices, chemicals, 
man-made filaments, and wool.

RBI constitutes high-level committee 
to review ATM charges      12 June' 19

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted a 
high-level committee under the chairmanship of 
VG Kannan, Chief Executive of Indian Banks’ 

Association (IBA) to review the entire gamut of ATM 
charges and fees.

Third Youth Men's and Women's National Boxing Championship started at Rudrapur in Uttarakhand.
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According to the RBI the fine pertains to submission of 
forged bill of entries (BoEs) by certain importers to HDFC 
Bank for remittance of foreign currency. Examination in 
this regard revealed violations of RBI directions on 'KYC/
AML norms' (know your customer/anti-money laundering)
and on reporting of frauds. A notice was issued to HDFC 
Bank on why monetary penalty should not be imposed for 
non-compliance with the directions.
The fine was imposed the RBI through an order after 
considering HDFC Bank's reply, oral submissions made 
during the personal hearing and additional 
submission made. The penalty has been 
imposed in exercise of powers vested in 
RBI under the provisions of Section 47A 
(1)(c) read with Section 46(4)(i) of the 
Banking Regulation Act, 1949.

RBI panel recommends doubling 
collateral-free loans      20 June' 19

An expert committee of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
on Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 
has suggested doubling collateral-free loans for these 

units. This should be applicable to Micro Units Development 
and Refinance Agency (Mudra) and Self-Help Groups (SHGs). 
The committee, headed by former SEBI Chairman UK Sinha, 
submitted its report to RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das.
The committee has suggested hiking the ceiling of 
collateral-free loans for MSME units to `20 lakh from 
`10 lakh now. As of now, MSMEs can get collateral-free 
loans under two mechanisms: one, based on the RBI’s 
2010 circular, and the other based on Credit Guarantee 
Fund (CGF). While the 2010 circular prescribes a limit of 
`10 lakh, CGF talks about collateral-free loans of up to `2 
crore. According to RBI data, total outstanding advances 
for MSMEs as on March 29, 2019, was `15,491 crore, 
while it was ̀ 14,731 crore at the end of fiscal year 2017-18. 
This shows an overall growth of just little over 5 per cent.
The committee has suggested covering Mudra and SHGs, 
too, under the amended circular. As of now, Mudra offers 
three types of loans – Shishu (loans up to `50,000), Kishor 
(loans above `50,000 and up to `5 lakh), and Tarun (loans 
above `5 lakh and up to `10 lakh). Now, if the committee’s 
recommendation is accepted, then the loan limit under 
Mudra will also be doubled, and this will be more beneficial 
to micro units. At the end of financial year 2018-19, the 
total number of Mudra accounts touched 
17.80 crore, with the sanctioned amount at 
more than `9.26-lakh crore. There are an 
estimated 2.6 crore MSMEs in the country, 
providing employment to six crore persons.

(ST) and general category students. There are total five 
scholarship schemes funded by Central Government and 
implemented by State Governments. Two main scholarship 
schemes: They are for pre-matric and post-matric education. 
They are being implemented through states.
For higher education: It runs “Top Class Education For ST 
Students” scheme in which 246 prestigious institutions, such 
as IITs and IIMs, participate. Around 1,000 students avail 
benefits under the scheme every year. For Mphil and PhD 
programmes: It is running national fellowship scheme for 750 
beneficiaries. Overseas education: It is running scholarship 
scheme for tribal students willing to pursue higher studies 
overseas. Under it, 30 students can avail benefit every year. 
Total Beneficiaries: Under these five schemes, so far 
1.58 crore beneficiaries have received scholarships 
worth Rs 7,900 crore across 31 states/UTs in the past five 
years. Responsibility of states: They are 
responsible for identification and verification 
of beneficiaries and timely disbursement 
of scholarships. Currently some states are 
doing it manually, while others have their 
own direct benefit transfer portals.

Adani Group got approval for the 
coal mine project in Australia 

16 June' 19

Adani-led Adani Group has got its approvals from 
the Queensland state government, Australia for the 
Carmichael coal mine project in Australia. The plan 

was approved by the central government in April, 2019. The 
project aims to ensure energy security for India and create 
more jobs for Australia.  Adani Group's mining project in 
Australia faced various controversies for almost nine years as 
the environmentalists warned it of the severe damage it might 
cause to the Great Barrier Reel.  In August 2015, a federal court 
in Sydney revoked the environmental clearance given to the 
project. It cited the reason as the project threatened the Yakka 
skink, Australia's native lizard, and a species of ornamental snake 
found in the area.  The Australian government 
later reversed the decision and gave the 
approval. But the government imposed more 
conditions relating to community issues and 
environmental standards.

HDFC Bank fined by RBI 
19 June' 19

Reserve Bank of India fined country's largest private 
sector lender HDFC Bank ̀ 1 crore for not reporting 
frauds and non-compliance with other directions. 

Tata Consultancy Services surpassed Reliance Industries to become the most valued firm by market 
valuation.
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spot just ahead of the 
ODI World Cup after 
showcasing fine form 
during the tri-nation 
series in Ireland, 
which Bangladesh 
famously won to 
claim their first title 
in a multi-nation 
tournament.
In the three matches of the series, Shakib totalled 140 runs, 
including two unbeaten half-centuries and also picked 
up two wickets. Shakib now has 359 points, 20 clear of 
Afghanistan's Rashid Khan, the previous holder of the top 
ranking, who has now slipped to No. 2.
Rashid's Afghanistan team-mate Mohammad Nabi 
completes the top three, with 319 points. 
Pakistan are the only other team to have 
two players in the top 10, with Imad Wasim 
at No. 4 and Mohammad Hafeez claiming 
the seventh spot. Hardik Pandya completes 
the top 20 list.

Italian Open 2019: Complete List of 
Winners      22 May' 19

The 2018 Italian Open Tennis tournament was recently 
held at Foro Italico, Italy during 14th to 20th May 
2018. This is the 75th edition of the tournament. 

Spanish professional tennis player Rafael Nadal has won 
the Men's singles title for a record 8th time by defeating 
Germany's Alexander Zverev. The women's singles title has 
won by Elina Svitolina of Ukraine by defeating Romania's 
Simona Halep. 
2018 Italian Open Winners List
Men's Singles : Rafael Nadal (Spain)

Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Yuvraj Singh retires from 
International Cricket

Malaysian badminton 
player announce his 

retirement

Virat Kohli becomes 
fastest cricketer to score 

11,000 ODI runs

ICC World Cup 2019 to reach 
Afghanistan via state broadcaster      

21 May' 19

For the first 
time in 
history, World 

Cup brought to the 
fans of strife-torn 
Afghanistan via 
state broadcaster 
Radio Television 
Afghanistan (RTA) 
with the coverage reaching approximately an audience 
of 20 million. Afghanistan are participating in their first 
ever World Cup. With support from ICC global broadcast 
partner — Star Sports — World Cup broadcasted live to 
more than 200 territories via 25 broadcast partners.
The ICC has announced the broadcast and digital 
distribution plans for the World Cup, providing fans across 
the globe with the widest range of platforms to access the 
tournament across television, radio and digital platforms, 
as well as news, in cinemas, at Fan Parks 
and via other media rights partners. The 
tournament will also be broadcast across 
seven regional language feeds in India. The 
World Cup will also be broadcasted on Star 
Sports (India and the rest of the Indian sub 
continents

Shakib tops ODI all-rounders list, no 
Indian in top 10      22 May' 19

Senior Bangladesh cricketer Shakib Al Hasan jumped 
to the top of the latest MRF Tyres ICC ODI rankings 
for all-rounders, which doesn't feature a single 

Indian in the top-10 chart. Shakib, 32, grabbed the top 

Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (Gift City) has appointed former Corporate Affairs Secretary 
Tapan Ray as its Managing Director.
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ISSF World Cup Rifle: Apurvi 
Chandela wins Gold      27 May' 19

India’s Apurvi 
Chandela won 
gold in women’s 

10m Air Rifle at ISSF 
World Cup Rifle held 
in Munich, Germany.
Apurvi Chandela 
of India beat Wang 
Luyao of China with 
a score of 251 to win gold medal in 10m Air Rifle event 
at the 2019’s third International Shooting Sport Federation 
(ISSF) World Cup Rifle/Pistol stage held in Munich 
(Germany). This is Apurvi’s 2nd Shooting World Cup Gold 
of 2019 in Women’s 10m Air Rifle after the one she won 
with a world record score in New Delhi in February 2019. 
Overall this is her career’s fourth ISSF medal.
Tokyo 2020 Olympic quotas: Given that top four ranks 
consisted of two Indians and two Chinese have already 
secured maximum possible two quotas in these events they 
were not eligible for Olympic quotas thus 
Quotas available on the event day went to 
Laura-Georgeta Coman of Romania and 
Eszter Meszaros of Hungary who finished 
5th and 6th respectively in the women’s 
10m air rifle.

ISSF World Cup: Saurabh Chaudhary 
wins gold in 10m Air Pistol Event      

28 May' 19

Young Indian 
S h o o t e r , 
S a u r a b h 

Chaudhary has won 
the gold medal with a 
new world record in 
10m Air Pistol Event 
at the ongoing ISSF 
Shooting World Cup 
in Munich, Germany. He also holds the World record in 
10m Air Pistol category for both senior and junior level.  
This is his second gold medal win this year after he had 
secured the Olympic quota in New Delhi earlier this 
year. 
The 17-year-old had made it to the final of the men’s 10m air 
pistol final with former world No 1 Shahzar Rizvi. Indian 
have already won the maximum of two Olympic quotas 

Women's Singles : Elina Svitolina 
(Ukraine)
Men's Doubles : Juan Sebastián Cabal 
(Colombia) / Robert Farah (Colombia)
Women's Doubles : Ashleigh Barty 
(Australia) / Demi Schuurs (Netherlands)

FIFA Drops Plan for 48-Team World 
Cup in 2022      23 May' 19

FIFA has abandoned 
plans championed 
by its president 

to expand the 2022 
World Cup to include 48 
teams, concluding that it 
could not host the larger 
tournament in Qatar or 
come up with a solution 
to share the event with the tiny gulf emirate’s neighbors. The 
decision ensures that the first 48-team World Cup will be the 
one awarded to the United States, Mexico 
and Canada in 2026. It also will come as a 
relief to Qatar, which has invested billions in 
infrastructure and untold amounts of national 
pride in hosting the first World Cup in the 
Arab world.

Sudirman Cup 2019: China beats 
Japan      26 May' 19

In Sudirman Cup 
Badminton title 
2019 China beats 

Japan in men’s doubles, 
women’s singles and 
men’s singles.
The 2019 edition was 
hosted by China and it 
swept the finals with 
3-0 victory against Japan. With this win China 11th Sudirman 
Cup title. China’s Shi Yuqi whitewashed the world champion 
Kento Momota of Japan in the finale held in Nanjing City of 
China. The 23-year-old Shi holds world second-rank and the 
24-year-old Momota is ranked world number one.
Japan has never won badminton world mixed-team 
championship and after this defeat their 
search still goes on. China has for long-time 
been pre-eminent power in badminton and 
with this win in 2019 China reclaimed the 
trophy they lost to South Korea in 2017.

Reserve Bank of India has approved the appointment of R K Chhibber as interim CMD of Jammu 
and Kashmir Bank.
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Mixed Double: Latisha Chan  (Chinese 
Taipei) and Ivan Dodig (Croatia) defeated 
Gabriela Dabrowski (Canada) and Mate 
Pavić (Croatia) defeated by 6–1, 7–6 to win 
the mixed double trophy.

Yuvraj Singh retires from 
international cricket      11 June' 19

Out-of-favour 
India player 
Y u v r a j 

Singh announced his 
retirement from all 
forms of the game 
in Mumbai. The left-
handed batsman bid 
adieu to international 
cricket with an aggregate of 11,778 runs. He scored 8701 
runs in ODIs, 1900 runs in Tests and 1177 runs in T20Is 
respectively. Yuvraj Singh took 111 wickets in ODIs as well 
and was Man of the tournament during India's successful 
World Cup 2011 campaign.
Yuvraj, who debuted for India during ICC Champions 
Trophy in 2000 against Kenya, last played for the national 
team in 2017 in an ODI against West Indies at North Sound. 
Lack of runs and fitness concerns resulted in him being 
shown the doors by the Indian team and after that he was 
not able to make a comeback to the national 
team. However, Yuvraj kept on plying his 
trade for IPL sides. He has been part of two 
IPL winning sides in Sunrisers Hyderabad 
(2016) and Mumbai Indians (2019).

Malaysian great Lee Chong Wei 
confirms his retirement      13 June' 19

Ma l a y s i a n 
badminton 
s t a r 

Lee Chong Wei 
has confirmed his 
retirement from 
the sport. The 
a n n o u n c e m e n t , 
made during a press 
conference saw the 36-year-old sitting at a table, tears 
brimming in his eyes. He thanked his wife Wong Mew 
Choo, herself a former badminton player who won two SEA 
Games singles golds, and his two young sons Kingston and 
Terrance.

in this event. In qualifying, Chaudhary 
finished second with a total score of 586 
(25 inner 10s) while Rizvi qualified on 
sixth place with a score of 583 (24 inner 
10s.)

Nathan Coulter-Nile records highest 
World Cup score by No 8 batsman      

07 June' 19

Nathan Coulter-
Nile led a 
remarkable 

Australian fightback in 
the World Cup match 
against West Indies 
with a magnificent 
knock of 92 off 60 
balls.
Coulter-Nile, who hit eight fours and four sixes, in fact, 
became the highest run scorer by a number eight batsman 
in World Cup history. He eclipsed Zimbabwean Heath 
Streak's unbeaten 72 in 2003. This was his 
maiden fifty in his 29th ODI. His previous 
highest was a 34 last year. Coulter-Nile fell 
short of three runs to record the all-time 
ODI high score by a No 8 - 95 not out by 
England's Chris Woakes.

List of French Open 2019 winners      
10 June' 19

Men’s Singles: 
Rafael Nadal 
(Spain) defeated 

Dominic Thiem (Austria) 
by 6–3, 5–7, 6–1, 6–1 to 
win the trophy.
Women’s Singles: Ashleigh 
Barty (Australia) defeated  
Markéta Vondroušová 
(Czech Republic) by 6–1, 6–3 to win the  trophy. 
Men’s Double: Kevin Krawietz (Germany) and Andreas 
Mies (Germany) defeated Jérémy Chardy and Fabrice 
Martin (France) by 6–2, 7–6 to win the men’s double 
trophy.
Women’s Double: Tímea Babos (Hungary) and Kristina 
Mladenovic (France) defeated Duan Yingying  and Zheng 
Saisai (China) by 6–2, 6–3 to win the  women’s double  
title. 

Lewis Hamilton has won the 2019 Canadian Grand Prix Title.
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Arun Kumar Sahu appointed as the next High Commissioner of India to the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago.

It is believed that Lee decided to step down to avoid a 
relapse of cancer. He had been diagnosed with nasal cancer 
in July last year and underwent treatment in Taiwan before 
returning to training in January. One of the best Malaysian 
players to grace a badminton court, he etched his name in 
national folklore by claiming three Olympic silver medals 
and three runner-up finishes at the World Championships.
He was second at the Beijing (2008), London (2012) and 
Rio de Janeiro (2016) Games and also fell at the final hurdle 
in three World Championships outings in 
London (2011), Guangzhou (2013) and 
Jakarta (2015). Of those six losses, four 
were at the hands of Chinese superstar Lin 
Dan, arguably the greatest player of his 
generation. 

Peter Gilchrist wins Pacific 
International Billiards Championship      

14 June' 19

Mu l t i p l e 
times world 
c h a m p i o n 

Peter Gilchrist 
defeated India’s 
Sourav Kothari in final 
to win the 2019 Pacific 
International Billiards 
Championship played 
at the Yarraville Club in Melbourne, Australia.
Reigning WBL world billiards champion from Kolkata 
Sourav Kothari lost a back-to-back title against veteran 
Peter Gilchrist of Singapore who won the 2019 Pacific 
International Billiards Championship with a commanding 
display. Kothari entered into the final of Pacific International 
Billiards after winning over Dhvaj Haria in Semi-Finals. 
But in final Peter Gilchrist was at his best to tame Indian 
cueist with 1500-706.
With this win Gilchrist avenged his 2018 WBL World 
Billiards Championship defeat in the finals in Leeds in 
England, UK. 
Peter Gilchrist is a 50 year old English-born Singaporean 
English billiards player. He has won World Professional 
Billiards and Snooker Association 
(WPBSA) World Championships in 
1994, 2001 and in 2013. He holds the 
world record for highest break in billiards 
(1346) under modern rules, at New 
Zealand Open Billiards Championships 
in 2013.

virat Kohli becomes fastest cricketer 
to reach 11,000 ODI runs 

16 June' 19

Adding yet 
another feather 
to his already 

decorated cap, India 
skipper Virat Kohli 
became the fastest 
cricketer to reach 
11,000 runs in One-day 
internationals, breaking 
Sachin Tendulkar's 17 year-old record. 
The Indian skipper needed 57 runs to reach the milestone 
before the start of India's high-profile World Cup match against 
Pakistan at Old Trafford.  Kohli was unbeaten on 71 when rain 
stopped play in the match. Tendulkar had reached the 11,000-
run mark in ODIs against England on January 28, 2002 in 
Kanpur. He had taken 276 innings and 284 ODIs to get there 
while Kohli took just 222 innings to join the elite list of players.  
Kohli is the ninth player after Tendulkar, 
Kumar Sangakkara, Ricky Ponting, Sanath 
Jayasuriya, Mahela Jayawardene, Inzamam-
ul-Haq, Jacques Kallis and Sourav Ganguly 
to score 11,000 ODI runs. 

Australia, Qatar invited to 2020 Copa 
America      19 June' 19

South America’s governing body of football 
CONMEBOL has invited Australia and Qatar to take 
part in 2020 COPA America. COPA 2020 will be co-

hosted by Argentina and Colombia. The final of Copa 2020 
will be played in one match and in one host city.
The Copa America is contested between national teams from 
South America and usually features 12 teams but CONMEBOL 
only has 10 members which means that there is often pair of 
invitees to tournament. Qatar and Japan are guest teams at 
Copa 2019 scheduled to be held in Brazil. Qatar which is 2019 
AFC Asian Cup champions and 2022 FIFA World Cup host 
will be making their Copa America debut at 2019’s edition 
of tournament. It will be Australia’s third time participation at 
Copa. It is international football competition is played between 
men’s national football teams of South American Football 
Confederation (CONMEBOL). Since 1990s, 
tournament also sees the participation from 
Asia and North America. It was established in 
1916 and is the oldest international continental 
football competition.
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

ISRO successfully 
launches RISAT-2B

NASA Unviels schedule for 

Moon Mission

Facebook launches first 
game show in India

Evidence of water found on Ultima 
Thule: Nasa      21 May' 19

Am e r i c a n 
s c i e n t i s t s 
have found 

evidence of the 
presence of water 
on the surface of the 
Ultima Thule located 
about 4 billion miles 
away from Earth.  
American Space Agency NASA has published the first 
profile of Ultima Thule in its Science Journal, in which 
the presence of a mixture of ice, methanol and organic 
molecules found on its surface has been found. Ultima 
Thule is the most distant surface ever seen from human 
beings.
The object called "2014MU 69", named in the Kuiper Belt 
(a remote part of space), has been named Ultima Thule. 
NASA's New Horizons Spacecraft collected data of this 
object during the new year's flight in 2019. 
After analyzing the first set, got more 
information about the complex world of 
space. An analysis of this set has revealed 
a lot about the development, geology and 
composition of Ultima Thule.

ISRO successfully launches RISAT-2B      
22 May' 19

India’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C46) 
successfully launched RISAT-2B satellite from Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre(SDSC) SHAR, Sriharikota. 

This was the 72nd launch vehicle mission from SDSC 
SHAR, Sriharikota and 36th launch from the First Launch 
pad. PSLV-C46 lifted-off at 05:30 Hrs (IST) from the First 
Launch Pad and injected RISAT-2B into a orbit of 556 km, 

Team India's Champion All-rounder Yuvraj Singh announced his retirement from all forms of cricket.

about 15 minutes 
and 25 seconds 
after lift-off. After 
separation, solar 
arrays of RISAT-
2B were deployed 
automatically and 
ISRO Telemetry 
Tracking and 
Command Network (ISTRAC) at Bengaluru assumed 
control of the satellite. In the coming days, the satellite will 
be brought to its final operational configuration.
RISAT-2B is a radar imaging earth observation satellite 
weighing about 615 kg. The satellite is intended to provide 
services in the field of Agriculture, Forestry and Disaster 
Management. With this launch, PSLV lofts 50 tonnes 
to space by launching 354 satellites, 
including national, student and foreign 
satellites. RISAT-2B is an advanced Earth 
Observation satellite with an advanced 
technology of 3.6m radial rib antenna.

NewSpace India Limited: ISRO’s new 
Commercial Arm      23 May' 19

The Indian 
Space Research 
Organisation’s 

(ISRO) new 
commercial arm called 
NewSpace India 
Limited (NSIL) was 
officially inaugurated 
in Bengaluru.
About NewSpace India Limited (NSIL)
Background: on 6 March 2019, the Department of Space 
(DoS) registered its second commercial entity called NSIL 
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Scientists are interested in reconstructing the last Ice 
Age because the patterns that drove its 
circulation, climate and weather were very 
different from today’s. Understanding 
these patterns could shed light on how the 
planet’s climate will react in the future.

NASA Unveils Schedule for 'Artemis' 
2024 Moon Mission      25 May' 19

NASA unveiled 
the calendar 
for the 

"Artemis" program 
that will return 
astronauts to the Moon 
for the first time in half 
a century, including 
eight scheduled 
launches and a mini-station in lunar orbit by 2024. The original 
lunar missions were named for Apollo - Artemis was his 
twin sister in Greek mythology, and the goddess of hunting, 
wilderness and the Moon.
Administrator Jim Bridenstine confirmed that Artemis 1 
will be an uncrewed mission around the Moon planned for 
2020.  Next will come Artemis 2, which will orbit Earth's 
satellite with a crew around 2022; followed finally by 
Artemis 3 that will put astronauts on lunar soil in 2024, 
including the first woman. The three will be launched 
into space by the biggest rocket of all time, the Boeing-
led Space Launch System (SLS), which is currently under 
development but has seen numerous delays and has been 
criticized in some quarters as a bloated jobs program. 
Affixed to its summit will be the Orion capsule, for which 
Lockheed Martin is the primary contractor.
In addition to these missions, which will be all NASA's 
efforts, there will be five launches carrying the building 
blocks of the lunar mini-station "Gateway" 
which will serve as a staging point for the 
Moon landing. These will be carried out 
between 2022 and 2024 by private space 
companies, which NASA will pay for their 
services.

SpaceX successfully launches first 60 
satellites in massive Starlink internet 

constellation      28 May' 19

SpaceX successfully delivered the first 60 members 
of the company’s Starlink broadband satellite fleet 
to orbit after a launch from Cape Canaveral. The 

in ISRO. The first commercial venture of DoS was Antrix 
Corporation Limited, which was set up in September 1992 
to market products and services of Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO). The NSIL was incorporated for 
commercially utilising research and development (R&D) 
activities carried out by ISRO in area of space. NSIL is 
provided an authorised share capital worth Rs.100 crore 
and initial paid up capital of Rs.10 crore.
NSIL’s main objective is to scale up industry participation 
in Indian space programmes.
It will act as an aggregator for all space related activities 
in industry. It will also develop private entrepreneurship 
in space related technologies. It will be responsible for 
production and manufacturing of commercially successful 
Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) and Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)  spacecraft launchers via 
technology transfer mechanisms. It will cater to emerging 
global market demand of commercial SSLV and will also 
provide satellite building and satellite-
based services which includes outsource 
assembly of small satellites and upcoming 
SSLV, supply of sub-systems for various 
domestic and international application 
needs.

Seawater from Ice Age tucked in 
rocks discovered in Indian Ocean      

24 May' 19

In a first, scientists 
have discovered 
the remnants 

of seawater dating 
back to the Ice Age, 
tucked inside rock 
formations in the 
middle of the Indian 
Ocean. Researchers 
from the University of Chicago in the U.S. made the 
discovery on a months-long scientific mission exploring 
the limestone deposits that form the Maldives. The ship, 
the JOIDES Resolution, is specifically built for ocean 
science and is equipped with a drill that can extract cores 
of rock over a mile long from up to three miles beneath the 
seafloor.
When they extracted the water, they noticed their 
preliminary tests were coming back salty — much saltier 
than normal seawater. Further studies showed that the 
water was not from today’s ocean, but the last remnants of 
a previous era that had migrated slowly through the rock.

Australian Ashleigh Barty has won the women's singles title of French Open by defeating Czech 
Republic' Marketa Vondrousova.



55

SCIENCE

AUGUST 2019  MICA

degree Celsius, orbits around the star in 
only 1.3 days and its atmosphere as gases. 
NGTS, situated at the European Southern 
Observatory Paranal Observatory in the 
Atacama Desert, Chile.

Facebook launches 1st interactive 
game show in India      04 June' 19

Social networking 
giant Facebook 
announced its first 

interactive game show, 
titled "Confetti" in India. 
The interactive show 
will air on Facebook's 
dedicated video platform 
- Facebook Watch.
First launched in the US, the interactive game will 
challenge participants to answer pop culture trivia 
questions for a chance to win `3 lakh as cash prize 
every day. The announcement was made in Mumbai 
on the sidelines of Facebook's Social Entertainment 
Summit.
Exclusive to Facebook Watch, the show is already available 
in other parts of the world including Canada, the UK, 
Mexico, Thailand, Vietnam and Philippines.
In 2018, the social networking giant globally rolled out 
Facebook Watch as its video-on-demand service in an 
attempt to take on its rival YouTube. 
The video service allows users to enjoy 
videos from different genres, including 
entertainment, sports and news in their 
personalised "Watch Feed" that carries a 
collection of recent videos from the pages 
they follow.

China Aces Its 1st Rocket Launch at 
Sea      06 June' 19

China launched 
a rocket 
from a pad 

at sea for the first 
time today (June 5), 
making it the third 
nation to successfully 
demonstrate the 
ability to launch 
satellites into orbit 
from a floating platform (following the U.S. and Russia).

60 small satellites, 
each with a flat-
panel design and 
built by an in-house 
SpaceX team, will be 
joined by hundreds 
more Starlink 
craft over the next 
year to fill out the 
network’s preliminary constellation. Eventually, SpaceX 
says thousands of Starlink satellites may be launched to 
provide high-speed Internet services to consumers around 
the world.
Launch from Cape Canaveral was the first mission 
dedicated to the multibillion-dollar Starlink project. This 
is one of the hardest engineering projects I’ve ever seen 
done, and it’s been executed really well. There is a lot of 
new technology here, and it’s possible that some of these 
satellites may not work, and in fact a small possibility that 
all the satellites will not work.
SpaceX says the Starlink satellites are the 
first to use krypton-fueled ion thrusters. 
The propulsion system ionizes the krypton 
gas and uses electricity to accelerate 
the atoms out the back of the engine to 
produce a low level of thrust.

Astronomers discovered the 
Forbidden Planet, NGTS- 4b in the 

Neptunian Desert      02 June' 19

An international 
collaboration 
of astronomers 

with the University 
of Warwick, I-JK, 
have discovered an 
exoplanet, Next-
Generation Transit 
Survey(NGTS)- 4b, 
the Forbidden Planet, 
in the Neptunian Desert. It is smaller than Neptune but 3 times 
the size of the Earth. The Research was led by Dr. Richard West 
including Professor Peter Wheatley, Dr. Daniel Bayliss and 
Dr. James McCormac from the Astronomy and Astrophysics 
Group at the University of Warwick.
This information was published in the Journal Monthly 
Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society(MNRAS). 
The Forbidden Planet with a mass of 20 Earth masses, 
radius 20% smaller than Neptune and temperature of 1000 

Spain's Rafael Nadal has won the men's singles title of French Open by defeating Austrian Dominic 
Thiem.
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to which station or stop users should take 
an auto-rickshaw and their total journey 
time. It will also tell users what station/stop 
will be the most suitable for switching to 
other means of transport.

DRDO test fires Hypersonic 
Technology Demonstrator vehicle      

11 June' 19

India’s Defence 
Research and 
Development Org. 

(DRDO) conducted 
maiden test of an 
indigenously developed 
Hypersonic Technology 
Demonstrator Vehicle 
(HSTDV) from launch 
pad number-4 of Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Abdul 
Kalam Island off Odisha Coast.
It is an unmanned scramjet demonstration aircraft. It is 
designed to cruise at Mach 6 speed with scramjet engine. 
In 2008, DRDO stated that through HSTDV project idea 
was to demonstrate performance of a scram-jet engine 
at an altitude of 15 km to 20 km, is on. Thus under this 
project, DRDO developed a hypersonic vehicle that will be 
powered by a scram-jet engine. he HSDTV was supposed 
to fire and fly on its own after being carried to an altitude of 
around 30-40 km by solid rocket motor of an Agni-I ballistic 
missile in test but after launch, Agni-I 
booster went into an uncontrolled mode and 
could not achieve desired altitude. Some 
technologies have been validated while 
some remained inconclusive of which data 
is being analysed.

NASAs OSIRIS REx spacecraft creates 
new record      13 June' 19

NASA’s OSIRIS-
REx spacecraft 
entered its 

second orbital phase 
around asteroid Bennu, 
called Orbital B. It broke 
its own world record 
for the closest orbit of a 
planetary body.
In the Orbital B phase, the maneuver placed the spacecraft 
in an orbit 680 meters above the surface of asteroid Bennu. 

The Long March 11 rocket lifted off from 
a floating launch pad in the Yellow Sea 
just off the coast of Shandong. It was the 
seventh launch of this type of Long March 
rocket, which first flew in 2015, and it was 
China's first attempt at an offshore launch 
into Earth orbit. 

Google Maps launches new public 
transport features in India 

07 June' 19

Google Maps 
has announced 
three India-

first public transport 
navigation features 
with an aim to ease 
daily commute of 
users. Starting from 
5 June 2019, Google 
Maps users will be able to see bus travel times from live traffic 
across ten Indian cities, get live train status for Indian Railways 
and even get mixed-mode commute suggestions which now 
combines auto-rickshaw and public transport.
Real-time bus travel information
This is first of its kind product feature, launched 
first in India. It will enable commuters to know how 
long bus trip will take from their starting location to 
destination, by factoring in live traffic conditions. 
This feature is now live across ten cities in India 
including Delhi, Bangalore, Mumbai, Hyderabad, 
Pune, Lucknow, Chennai, Mysore, Coimbatore, and 
Surat. The bus travel times from live traffic will show 
results in green (when running on time) or red (when 
delayed).
Real-Time train information status for long-distance 
trains
With this India-specific feature Google Maps can now help 
users know real-time live running status of a train and check 
if it is delayed. This feature it will work only in case of a 
long distance train journey. This feature was developed in 
partnership with ‘Where is my Train’ app that was acquired 
by the Google in 2018.
Mixed-mode navigation Guidance with auto-rickshaw 
recommendation
This new feature will tell users if taking an auto-rickshaw is 
better or a different mode of transport such as metro, local 
train, or a bus when taking a journey. It will indicate from/

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred with the Maldives' highest civilian award, the Order of 
the Distinguished Rule of Izzudeen.
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Branch Name Phone Number
Agra 9235253430/ 9236455136

Ahmedabad 9227575027

Ajmer 9261503888

Aligarh 7706008037

Prayagraj (Allahabad) 9235253403

Alwar 9521177944

Ambala 9253058711 /7206424816

Ambikapur 8823868882

Amritsar 9646606160

Asansol 7076880723

Azamgarh 9208242842

Budaun 9627671787

Bahraich 9208249852

Balasore 9583185223

Ballia 9208243152

Banda 9554334847

Bengaluru 9538712808

Bareilly 9235253431

Basti 7706008031

Berhampur 9078907945

Bhagalpur 9204363221

Bhilai-Durg 8878783345

Bhopal-MP Nagar 9229174901

Bhubaneshwar 9237026745/ 9237081352

Bijnor 7706008027

Bilaspur 8878817515

Bulandshahr 7706008030

Chandigarh 9256002024

Chennai 8939777224

Coimbatore 8110967668

Cuttack 7894013095

Darbhanga 9204303818/ 9204300620

Dehradun 9236510116

Delhi Janakpuri 9212069515

Delhi Kingsway 9268561517

Delhi Laxmi Nagar 9268209355 /9268693952

Delhi Munirka 9210092245

Delhi Rohini 9250239671/9250239674

Deoria 9208248122

Dhanbad 9204979723/24

Durgapur 7076856390

Ernakulam 9645415987

Etah 9208237386

Ayodhya (Faizabad) 9235253421

Faridabad 9643396140

Farrukhabad 7706008029

Fatehpur 9554330811

Firozabad 9208235736

Gaya 9204311416

Ghaziabad 9212229752/24

Ghazipur 9208244539

Gonda 9208250778

Gorakhpur 9235253400/ 9208205892

Gurugram 9643396139

Guwahati 8134935078

Gwalior 9229174910

Haldwani 9208256021

Hardoi 9208248208

Haridwar 7706008034

Hisar 9253678050

Hoshangabad 8358831338

Hyderabad-Ameerpet 9247749865 /8790034792

Hyderbad- Dilsukh Nagar 7032410704

Indore 7581800952

Jabalpur 9229174905

Jaipur
9261601713/ 9261518894 
/ 6386903166

Jammu 9419305561

Jamshedpur 8877187640

Jaunpur 9208244355

Jhalandhar 8557088164

Jhansi 9235253424

Jodhpur 9636512855

RBI has slapped a penalty of `2 crore on the Kotak Mahindra Bank for not disclosing information on 
promoter shareholding.
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Kanpur Kakadev 9235253484

Kanpur Kidwainagar 9235253482

Kanpur Mall Road 9236757143/ 9236720133

Karnal 8930175568

Kolkata 9230141497/8017652045

Kurukshetra 9253678053

Lakhimpur 9208251562

Lucknow Alambagh PO 9235253521

Lucknow Bhootnath 9235253528

Lucknow Gomti Nagar 9235253548

Lucknow Mahanagar PO 9235253443

Lucknow Rajajipuram 9235253425

Ludhiana 9256002028

Mainpuri 9208241450

Mathura 9208235067

Meerut 9235253448

Mirzapur 9208243884

Moradabad 9235253442

Mumbai 9221944071

Munger 8881667750

Muzaffarnagar 7706008032

Muzaffarpur 9204303515/ 9204355614

Nagpur-Buldi 9168558073

Nasik 9168512624/ 9168511626

Noida 9953948834

Orai 9208237457

Patiala 9780859721

Patna Boaring Road 9204855301/02

Patna Fraizer Road 9204855305/06/09/11

Pilibhit 9837186684

Pratapgarh 9208245660

Pune 9225231629

Raebareilly 9235253412

Raipur 9229174912/ 9200193438

Rajkot 9979316870

Rampur 9208255388

Ranchi 9204855313

Rewa 7415690904

Rohtak 8930403886

Roorkee 7706008033

Sagar 7509219781

Saharanpur 9235253445

Sambalpur 8594958962/ 8594959148

Shahjahanpur 9208256201

Shimla 8894100342

Siliguri 7602742939

Sitapur 7706008028/ 9235253514

Sultanpur 9208252915

Surat 9537360459

Tirupati 9581933099

Thiruvananthapuram 9645415029

Vadodara 9537589477

Varanasi 9235253419

Vijaywada 8886309897

Vishakapatnam 9966593419

Warangal 8142230661

Eighth edition of the FIFA Women's World Cup started in Paris. 
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Table Salt Found On Jupiter's Moon      
19 June' 19

Researchers have 
d i s c o v e r e d 
that the visible 

yellow pattern on the 
surface of Jupiter's 
moon — Europa — 
is actually sodium 
chloride, an ingredient 
we use on a daily basis. 
Using a visible light spectral analysis, planetary scientists 
have discovered that the yellow colour visible on portions 
of the surface of Europa is table salt, which is also the 
principal component of sea salt.
Flybys from the Voyager and Galileo 
spacecraft have led scientists to conclude 
that Europa is covered by a layer of salty 
liquid water encased by an icy shell, 
according to the study published in the 
Journal of Science Advances.

Immortal Quantum Particles
20 June' 19

Decay is 
relentless in the 
m a c r o s c o p i c 

world: broken objects do 
not fit themselves back 
together again. However, 
other laws are valid in 
the quantum world: new 
research shows that so-
called quasiparticles 
can decay and reorganize themselves again and are thus 
become virtually immortal. These are good prospects for 
the development of durable data memories.
As the saying goes, nothing lasts forever. The laws 
of physics confirm this: on our planet, all processes 
increase entropy, thus molecular disorder. For example, 
a broken glass would never put itself back together 
again.
Theoretical physicists at the Technical University of 
Munich (TUM) and the Max Planck 
Institute for the Physics of Complex 
Systems have discovered that things which 
seem inconceivable in the everyday world 
are possible on a microscopic level.

The previous record was set by OSIRIS-REx on 31 
December, 2018, when the spacecraft flew 1.33 km above 
the asteroid’s surface during Orbital A phase.
The OSIRIS-REx spacecraft was sent to study the asteroid 
Bennu and return a sample from its surface to Earth. The 
spacecraft is on a seven-year journey. The sample of a 
primitive asteroid will help the scientists understand the 
formation of the Solar System over 4.5 
billion years ago. Sample collection has 
been scheduled for summer of 2020. The 
spacecraft is expected to deliver the sample 
to Earth in September 2023.

India to have its own Space Station      
15 June' 19

Indian Space 
Research Org.
(ISRO) announced 

that the country is 
planning to launch its 
own space station and 
modalities for it will 
be worked out after 
Gaganyaan Mission 
(India’s maiden manned mission to space).
Although ISRO made announcement of space station 
recently but it has been quietly working on a key technology 
such as space docking & berthing technology for which it 
has also got Rs.10 crore sanctioned earlier. Once the agency 
will master this technology it will help join two separate 
free-flying space vehicles and also transfer materials and 
humans from one another that will enable this future space 
station and is also the key for a space station.
India’s space station project will be an extension of Gaganyaan 
Mission, which involves sending three Indian astronauts to 
space for 7 days in lower earth orbit (of 120-400 km). The 
government has already approved a cost of Rs.10,000 crore 
for Gaganyaan mission. Before the maiden flight with crew 
sometime in August 2022, there would be two unmanned 
(without crew) flights from Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.
The detailed project report on setting up India’s space station 
will also be submitted to government after Gaganyaan. 
India will not be collaborating with any other country for 
its space station project. United States (US), Russia, China 
and a consortium of nations that own the 
International Space Station (ISS) are the 
only countries that have had space stations 
so far. After its successful launch India would 
become 4th country to launch a space station.

Former Chief Election Commissioner N. Gopalaswami has been appointed as an electoral officer for 
the BCCI's Annual General Meeting. 
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Burning Topics of the Month

& Many More...

Orchha town of  MP 
added to UNESCO's 

list

Swachh Survekshan league 
2020 launched

Facebook to launch Libra 
Cryptocurrency

vice President calls for protecting 
Ongole Cattle Breed      21 May' 19

The Vice 
P r e s i d e n t 
of India, 

Shri M. Venkaiah 
Naidu has lamented 
the neglect of the 
indigenous Ongole 
cattle breed and 
called for protecting 
and promoting the 
animal, which has become popular all over the world. 
Releasing a Compendium on Ongole breed of cattle at the 
Swarna Bharat Trust in Vijayawada, the Vice President 
asserted that cattle wealth was national wealth and pointed 
out that Brazil which has imported these cattle and produced 
hybrid Ongoles was earning huge revenue 
through export.
Ongole cattle breed is known for its 
toughness, high milk yield, tolerance to 
tropical heat and disease resistance.

Gopal Shrestha Becomes First HIv-
Infected Climber To Scale Mount 

Everest      23 May' 19

A-56 year-
old Gopal 
S h r e s t h a 

from Pokhara in 
Nepal became first 
HIV infected climber 
to ascend world's 
highest peak, the 

The main event of International Day of Yoga 2019 celebrations will be held at Prabhat Tara in Ranchi 
on 21st June. 

Mount Everest. Mr Shrestha, resident of Ratnachowk 
in Pokhara reached the summit. The 56-year-old, who is 
a resident of Ratnachowk in Pokhara, set his feet on the 
summit of the 8,848-metre-tall mountain today at 8:15 am."
Mr Shrestha, once a former national football player 
climbed Everest in the second attempt. His first attempt 
was abandoned from the Everest Base Camp due to the 
earthquake of 2015. Mr Shrestha's latest ascend is a 
part of his "Step-Up Campaign: Second Phase Everest 
Expedition", through which he aims to raise awareness 
in the society and country and provide quality education 
to children affected with HIV. Record making Mr 
Shrestha's summit attempt was led by a record-holder 
mountaineer.
He has become a beacon of hope for not only 31,020 HIV/
AIDS-infected people in Nepal according to the estimates 
of the National Centre for AIDS and STD 
Control (NCASC) but also to about 36.4 
million people living with HIV as per 
World Health Organisation as of 2017. Mr 
Shrestha contracted with the disease some 
25 years ago through syringe injection.

Central government bans Jamaat-
ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh and its 

manifestations      24 May' 19

The Central Govt. vide notification has banned the 
Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh or Jamaat-
ul-Mujahideen India or Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen 

Hindustan and all its manifestations under clause (a) of 
sub-section (1) of section 35 of the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967 with immediate effect.
The notification states that the Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen 
Bangladesh and its formations like Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen 
India or Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Hindustan and their 
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of Madhya Pradesh. The site is around 80 km far from 
Madhya Pradesh’s Tikamgarh district and 15 km from 
Jhansi of Uttar Pradesh.  The town is celebrated for its 
rich and ancient architecture of Chaturbhuj 
Temple, Orchha Fort Complex, and Raja 
Mahal among others. It represents the 
concept of open bungalows, animal statues 
depicting the culture of Bundelkhand and 
stone work windows.

Russia launches world's largest 
nuclear-powered icebreaker 

28 May' 19

A c e r e m o n y 
was held at 
the Baltic 

Shipyard in Saint 
Petersburg to mark 
the launch of the Ural 
n u c l e a r - p o w e r e d 
icebreaker. The 173 
metre-long Ural is 
one of three vessels 
of Project 22220 - featuring RITM-200 reactors - that will 
be able to break through 3-meter-thick ice as they escort 
vessels across the Arctic Ocean.
Ural and its sister ships Arktika and Sibir are third-
generation 'universal' LK-60 icebreakers that are being 
built as dual-draught (8.55 or 10.5m) wide-
beam (34 m) ships of 25,450 dwt or 33,540 
dwt with ballast, able to handle 3 m of ice. 
They each have two RITM-200 reactors of 
175 MWt each, delivering 60 MW at the 
propellers via twin turbine-generators and 
three motors.

Mohana Singh becomes first woman 
fighter pilot to fly Hawk jet 

01 June' 19

Flight Lt 
Mohana Singh 
has become the 

first woman fighter 
pilot to fly by day on 
a Hawk advanced jet 
aircraft. The woman 
officer landed after 
a gruelling 4-aircraft 
combat sortie at Kalaikunda Air Force station in West 

manifestations have committed acts of 
terrorism, promoted acts of terrorism 
and have been engaged in radicalisation 
and recruitment of youth(s) for terrorist 
activities in India.

Algeria and Argentina are malaria-
free      25 May' 19

Ma l a r i a 
has been 
eliminated 

from Algeria and 
Argentina, the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO), an important 
milestone in fighting 
the mosquito-borne 
disease. According to WHO, there were now 38 countries 
and territories that have been declared free of the disease, 
which has been making a comeback globally.
Malaria is a parasitic disease transmitted through the bite 
of female Anopheles mosquitoes. The disease is both 
preventable and treatable. In 2017 there were an estimated 
219 million cases and more than 400,000 malaria-related 
deaths worldwide, according to the WHO.
Eliminating malaria was made a goal in Argentina in the 
1970s. The country tackled this by training 
health workers to spray homes with 
insecticides, diagnosing the disease through 
microscopy, and responding to cases in the 
community effectively.

Orchha Town of Madhya Pradesh 
added to Tentative List of UNESCO      

27 May' 19

The Orchha town 
of M.P. has 
been included 

in tentative list of 
the World Heritage 
Sites of United 
Nations Educational, 
Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). The move came after the Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) sent a proposal in this regard to the UNESCO on 
April 15, 2019.
Orchha Town is situated on the banks of the river Betwa, 
Orchha is located in Niwari district of Bundelkhand region 
'Gandhi Cycle Rally for Peace' was organised in Saudi Arabia to mark the 150th birth anniversary of 

Mahatma Gandhi.
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League will be a 
quarterly cleanliness 
assessment of Indian 
cities and towns. It 
will be integrated 
with Swachh 
Survekshan 2020, 
the 5th edition of 
Swachh Survekshan 
survey of urban India, which will be conducted between 
January and February 2020.
The Swachh Survekshan League has been launched 
with the aim of sustaining the on-ground performance of 
cities along with continuous monitoring of service level 
performance in cleanliness. The SS League 2020 will be 
conducted in 3 quarters April- June, July – September 
and October- December 2019. It will have a weightage of 
2000 marks for each quarter, which will be evaluated on 
the basis of monthly updation of SBM-U 
online MIS by cities along with citizen’s 
validation on the 12 service level progress 
indicators through outbound calls. These 
two parameters will determine the quarterly 
ranking of cities.

Climate change affecting Global 
Food Production: Study      07 June' 19

According to research conducted by scientists from 
Oxford University in United Kingdom (UK) and 
University of Copenhagen in Denmark, climate 

change is adversely affecting production of key crops such 
as wheat and rice, with some countries faring far worse than 
others. Their research was published in journal PLOS ONE.
Scientist used weather data and reported crop data to evaluate 
the potential impact of observed climate change. Climate 
change causes a significant yield variation in world’s top 10 
crops. The study projects that yields of world’s top 10 crops 
(viz. rice, barley, wheat, maize, cassava, oil palm, rapeseed, 
soybean, sugarcane and sorghum) which supply combined 
83% of all calories produced on cropland will decrease in 
future due to climate conditions.
The yield variation ranges from 13.4% decrease for oil palm 
to 3.5% increase for soybean, which will result in an average 
reduction of about 1% of consumable food calories from 
these top 10 crops. Climate change impact 
on global food production will be variable 
such as mostly negative in Australia, Europe 
and Southern Africa, and generally positive 
in Latin America, and mixed result in Asia 
and Northern and Central America.

Bengal, which was the last syllabus sortie of being fully 
operational on the Hawk jets. She and two 
other women officers - Bhawana Kanth 
and Avani Chaturvadi - joined the fighter 
stream in June 2016. Last week, Flight Lt 
Bhawana Kanth became the first daytime 
woman fighter pilot to fly a MiG-21 Bison.

Indian Army installs Air Quality 
Monitor at Fort Williams      03 June' 19

The Indian 
Army has 
commissioned 

a “Continuous 
Ambient Air Quality 
Monitoring System” 
(CAAQMS) at its 
Eastern Command 
headquarters in Fort 
William Military 
Station, Kolkata in West Bengal. The commission of air 
quality monitor is part of Army’s countrywide ‘Go Green’ 
initiative, which was started in April 2019.
Key Features of The CAAQMS
It will monitor air pollution of city on real time basis and 
its readings will be considered a benchmark of quality. This 
recent installation will be sixth CAAQMS facility in Kolkata.
The CAAQMS installed at William Military station will measure 
air pollution continuously throughout the year. It includes 
measuring pollutants like SO2, NO, NO2, NH3, CO, O3, VOC 
and particulate matters (PM 10 and PM 2.5). It will also display 
relative humidity, ambient temperature, solar radiation, wind 
speed and direction, barometric pressure and rain gauge.
The data so collected can be remotely monitored on internet 
and can also be published into various desired formats for 
public awareness. The CAAQMS data can also be used by 
West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB) or any 
other local or international weather monitoring bodies.
The installation of CAAQMS is special 
because it will act as the ‘control station’ 
(i.e. it will monitor air quality at an ideal 
situation) and its readings will be considered 
a benchmark of quality.

Swachh Survekshan League 2020 
launched      05 June' 19

Swachh Survekshan 2020 League was launched 
by Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri in New Delhi.  The Swachh Survekshan 

Curacao won the 47th King's Cup Football Tournament in Buriram, Thailand.
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exchange. 

It will provide researchers, climbers, and public with 
near real-time information about mountain conditions. 
Each weather station will record data on temperature, 
relative humidity (amount of water vapour present 
in air), barometric pressure, wind speed, as well as 
wind direction.  They will also give scientists direct 
observations to understand jet stream, and will help them 
understand how the Himalayas are getting 
affected by climate change. Data so 
collected from these weather stations will 
help communities respond to climate risks 
that threaten lives and livelihoods of more 
than 1 billion people in region.

Facebook to launch Libra 
cryptocurrency      20 June' 19

Facebook has 
announced the 
launch of its 

own digital currency 
in a major new push 
into the worldwide 
financial services 
industry. The new 
currency will be a 
cryptocurrency similar to bitcoin. A cryptocurrency is a 
kind of money that does not exist in the form of bills or 
coins. Governments and banks do not oversee the money. 
Instead, it is exchanged digitally between buyers and sellers 
using secret codes for security.
A network of computers records cryptocurrency activity 
between users. The activity is included in a “ledger,” or 
list, known as the blockchain. The blockchain permits the 
activity records to be checked and stored securely. People 
keep their cryptocurrency in digital wallets that operate in a 
way similar to online banks.
Facebook is calling its cryptocurrency Libra. It expects 
to launch the service publicly in the first half of next year. 
Facebook says its digital currency will differ in several 
ways from bitcoin and other popular 
cryptocurrencies in use today. Unlike the 
others, the company says, Libra’s value 
will be tied to real money backed by 
banks and government securities in major 
currencies like the U.S. dollar, euro, yen 
and others.

ASI declares Chaukhandi Stupa as 
Monument of National Importance      

11 June' 19

According to a 
notification 
issued by 

Union Ministry of 
Culture, Chaukhandi 
Stupa, an ancient 
Buddhist site located 
in Sarnath, Uttar 
Pradesh (UP) has 
been declared as ‘protected area of national importance’ 
by Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). For declaring the 
stupa as protected area government sought public feedback 
on 8 March 2019 for a period of two months.
Chaukhandi  Stupa
The Stupa is known as ‘Chaukhandi’ becaause of its four 
armed plan. The stupa is an ancient Buddhist site which 
evolved from burial mounds and served as 
a shrine for a relic of Buddha. It appears to 
be in ruins and was originally constructed 
in 5th Century AD. It also finds mention in 
account of Hiuen Tsang, celebrated Chinese 
traveler of 7th century AD.

World’s Highest Weather Stations 
installed on Mt Everest      15 June' 19

The National 
G e o g r a p h i c 
S o c i e t y 

(NGS), a US based 
non-profit scientific 
and educational org.
announced successful 
installation of world’s 
highest operating 
weather stations 
on Mount Everest. This installation was part of National 
Geographic and Rolex’s Perpetual Planet Extreme Expedition 
to Everest. Climate scientists and the multi-disciplinary team 
created the history by installing world’s highest operating 
weather station at Mount Everest’s Death Zone, some other 
automated stations on other parts of the mountain.
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India and Portugal will cooperate in the setting up of a national maritime heritage museum at Lothal 

in Gujarat. 

CONSTERNATION (N)- \ ,kän(t)-stər-'nā-shən\
Perturbation/angst/
Definition of CONSTERNATION 
Now we have to deal with its pronunciation….so …it is 
like a piece of cake…..how?.. Let’s do it…
Con is pronounced like dawn, lawn, fawn etc. ….ster is 
pronounced as ‘stir’ and ‘nation’ is simply pronounced as 

we know it.
So it is like con as dawn +ster like stir + nation is itself 
a simple word to pronounce hence it is pronounced as 
“consternation”.
Example-

To his consternation her car wouldn't start.

NEW AND TRICKY

SUFFIX DESCRIPTION PART OF SPEECH MADE FROM EXAMPLES
-ation Process Or Result of doing Noun (action) Verb Population, recreation, construction

Contemporary Examples
 # The decision caused consternation by the majority of 

voters.
 # Amidst all the pandemonium, the show just carried on 

to the consternation of some guests.
 # The announcement by the Department of Health just 

after Christmas to put certain PFI projects on hold 
created some consternation.

By the virtue of Polysemy
consternation - fear resulting from the awareness of danger
alarm, dismay 
fear, fearfulness, fright - an emotion experienced in 
anticipation of some specific pain or danger (usually 
accompanied by a desire to flee or fight)
First Known Use: 1604
Word Origin and History for consternation : N.
1610s, from French consternation "dismay, confusion," from 
Latin consternationem (nominative consternatio) "confusion, 
dismay," from consternat, past participle stem of consternare 
"overcome, confuse,dismay, perplex, terrify, alarm," probably 
related to consternere "throwdown, prostrate," from com-, 
intensive prefix (see com- ), + sternere "to spread out".
Synonyms : Amazement, bewilderment, perplexity
Antonyms : Calmness, composure, confidence
Other related words
Ambition (N)-a strong desire to do or achieve something.
Fiction (N)-imagination
Revolution (N)-mutiny
Caution (N)-awareness
Examples of other related words
Ambition-His life ambition is to become a painter.

Fiction-Do you prefer to read fiction or information books?
Construction- The tower was a unique construction.
Introduction- The introduction is a group of sentences at 
the beginning of a piece of writing, giving the reader an 
idea of what is to come.
TEST YOURSELF
Direction: In each of the following sentences there is 
a blank space given. Below each five words have been 
denoted by numbers (1) ,(2), (3), (4) and (5). Find out 
which word can be filled up in the blank to make the 
sentence meaningfully complete, if there is no word 
required choose option (5).
Q.1. The country has had a socialist ____ .
 (1)  revelation  (2) revolution (3) altercation
 (4) inspection  (5) extermination 
Q.2. People who had seen him were able to give a ____.
 (1) revelation  (2) description  (3) inspection
 (4) extermination (5) consternation
Q.3. Anyone receiving a suspect package should exer-

cise extreme _____.
 (1) revelation  (2) caution  (3) altercation
 (4) description  (5) inspection 
Q.4. Industrialized countries should reduce their energy 

_____ .
 (1) description  (2) altercation  (3) revolution
 (4) consumption  (5) consternation
Q.5. On closer _____ it looked like a fossil.
 (1) consternation (2) ramifications (3) inspection
 (4) consumption (5) extermination 
ANSWERS
Q.1.(2) Q.2.(2) Q.3.(2) Q.4.(4) Q.5.(3)
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WHO’S WHO
S.No. DESIGNATION NAME 
   1. Chairman, Rajya Sabha Venkaiah Naidu
   2. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
   3. Chairman of NITI Ayog Narendra D. Modi
   4. Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Gulam Nabi Azad
   5. Leader of House in Lok Sabha Narendra D Modi
   6. Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
   7. Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora
   8. Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, Sushil Chandra
   9. Director General, ITBP S S Deshwal
  10. Chief Vigilance Commissioner K V Chaudhary
  11. Foreign Secretary Vijay Keshav Gokhale
  12. Comptroller & Auditor General of India Rajiv Mehrishi
  13. Director, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre S. Somanath
  14. Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India R. S Sharma
  15. CBI Director Rishi Kumar Shukla
  16. Chairman, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes Nand Kumar Sai
  17. Chairperson, National Commission for Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi
  18. Chairman, UPSC Arvind Saxena
  19. Director General, National Investigation Agency Y.C. Modi
  20. Chairman, UGC D. P. Singh
  21. Chairman, Space Commission and ISRO K. Sivan
  22. Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission and Sec. Deptt. of Atomic Energy K. N. Vyas
  23. Chairman, SSC Ashim Khurana  
  24. Chairman,National Human Rights Commission Justice H.L. Dattu
  25. Registrar General of India and Census Commissioner Sailesh
  26. Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes Pramod Chandra Mody
  27. Chairman, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority of India Subash Chandra Khuntia
  28. Chairman, Securities & Exchange Board of India Ajay Tyagi
  29. Chairperson, State Bank of India Rajnish Kumar
  30. Chairman, LIC M. R. Kumar
  31. India’s permanent representative in UNO Syed Akbaruddin
  32. Home Secretary  Rajiv Gauba
  33. Chairperson of National Commission for Women Rekha Sharma
  34. Chairman, 15th Finance Commission N. K. Singh
  35. Chairman, Competition Commission of India Ashok Kumar Gupta
  36. Chairperson,Central Board of Film Certification Prasoon Joshi
  37. President, ASSOCHAM Balkrishan Goenka
  38. Chairman, NASSCOM Rishad Premji
  39. New Chief of Army Staff Bipin Rawat
  40. Director General, RAW Anil Dhasmana
  41. Children Film Society of India, Chairperson Mukesh Khanna
  42. Director, Bhabha Atomic Research Centre A.K. Mohanty
  43. President, CII Vikram S. Kirloskar
  44. President, FICCI Sandip Somany
  45. Chairman of 21st Law Commission Dr. Justice BS Chauhan
  46. National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
  47. Chairperson, Prasar Bharati Dr. A. Surya Prakash
  48. DG of National Testing Agency Vineet Joshi
  49. Finance Secretary  Subhash Chandra Garg
  50. Chairman, Indian Banks Association Sunil Mehta
Data as on 23rd June, 2019

According to financial services company Goldman Sachs, the Indian GDP growth is expected to 
accelerate to 7.2 per cent in 2019-20.
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The popular terms like ‘Litchi Havoc’, Chamki Bhukar’, 
‘Killer Encephalitis’, ‘Deadly Litchi Toxin’ that are being 
used to report the epidemic in Bihar point to the dismal 
methods of investigating a disease in India. For, it only 
serves the purpose of headlines.
In June 2019, the cyclic return of Acute Encephalitis 
Syndrome (AES) or Chamki fever to one of India’s poorest 
and malnourished states, Bihar, lead to hospitalisation of 
309 children in Muzaffarpur. 
The State has registered a rise in cases of AES in 
Muzaffarpur and Japanese Encephalitis (JE) in Gaya. The 
Central team consists of officials from the National Centre 
for Disease Control, the All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences and the National Vector Borne Disease Control 
Programme, among others.
What is Acute Encephalitis Syndrome?
Encephalitis is an inflammation of the brain tissue. Once 
the virus enters inside the blood, it starts migrating to the 
brain tissues and multiplies itself into numbers. As soon 
as the signal reaches to our immune system, it generates a 
response to it in the form of inflamed brain or we can say 
swelled up brain. When this self-generated response and 
the infection combines, this leads to viral encephalitis and 
it majorly affects the spinal cord and our central nervous 
system causing damage to the brain cells through virus-
infected blood vessels.
Brain fever constitutes a medical emergency and can turn 
into a deadly disease if not treated in time. There has 
been a rise in cases between 2008 and 2014, with nearly 
44, 000 cases and 6000 deaths reported from India alone, 
particularly in Bihar, where children have repeatedly fallen 
prey to the virus.
Japanese Encephalitis (JE) is one of the most common types 
of disease prevalent in the country. Since the mosquitos 
breed the most during the onset and peak monsoon season, 
the cases tend to rise around this time. The syndrome can 
also be caused by severe dengue, measles or zika virus 
strain. Since the symptoms are hard to identify and control, 
if not treated in time, the disease turns fatal.

Acute Encephalitis Syndrome

How does this spread?
Just like other viral strains, AES spreads through 
contaminated surfaces. Viruses such as enteroviruses may 
be contracted through contaminated water. Once infected the 
patient can infect more individuals through their secretions 
and saliva. In Bihar, it has been reported that the victims 
might have ingested toxins from the affected lychee fruit.
Symptoms
The symptoms of the disease spread rapidly, attacking 
important cells in the brain. The most common symptoms 
include:
Dizziness, headache, Body aches, Fever, nausea, and 
vomiting, Fatigue, confusion, feeling anxious or acting or 
talking oddly, Vision impairment, Hearing loss, Back pain, 
weakness, trouble walking, or paralysis, Paralysis, Seizures 
or twitching and Unconsciousness
Why are children more at risk here?
Mortality rates in kids have been traced to be the highest 
amongst all those affected. The reason for this is the lack of 
nourishment, which leads to a mismatch in the blood sugar 
levels and compromises your Adds immunity as well.
Treatment
The first treatment plan for this viral infection is hydration 
and increasing the glucose levels in the body. Nutrition and 
control of fever and seizures form the backbone of treating 
this disease. Some patients may also require breathing 
support and ICU care. In viral encephalitis, the antibiotics 
don't work and antivirals may be used.
How to prevent it?
The first thing to do to stop the mosquito-borne disease is 
to keep the areas around your vicinity sanitised and stop 
the breeding of mosquitos. Doctors also suggest drinking 
plenty of water to stay hydrated which supplies essential 
vitamins and flushes out any toxins from the body. In other 
cases, getting vaccines for diseases like measles, mumps 
and varicella which affect children the most also help 
stay safe. As a precautionary measure, one should only 
consume fruits and vegetables procured from the harvest 
after washing thoroughly.

The Indian Air Force has signed a Rs 300 crore deal with a Israeli defence firm to procure a batch of 
SPICE 2000 guided bombs.
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Cabinet of Narendra Modi 2019: Full list of Indian 
ministers, portfolios and profiles
Narendra Modi: Prime Minister and also in-charge of: 
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions; 
Department of Atomic Energy; Department of Space; and 
all l other portfolios not allocated to any Minister.
Cabinet Ministers
1.  Rajnath Singh: Minister of Defence.
2.  Amit Shah: Minister of Home Affairs.
3.  Nitin Jairam Gadkari: Minister of Road Transport 

and Highways; and Minister of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises.

4.  D V Sadananda Gowda: Minister of Chemicals and 
Fertilizers.

5.  Nirmala Sitharaman: Minister of Finance; and 
Minister of Corporate Affairs.

6.  Ramvilas Paswan: Minister of Consumer Affairs, 
Food and Public Distribution.

7.  Narendra Singh Tomar: Minister of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare; Minister of Rural Development; 
and Minister of Panchayati Raj.

8.  Ravi Shankar Prasad: Minister of Law and Justice; 
Minister of Communications; and Minister of 
Electronics and Information Technology.

9.  Harsimrat Kaur Badal: Minister of Food Processing 
Industries.

10.  Thaawar Chand Gehlot: Minister of Social Justice 
and Empowerment.

11.  Subrahmanyam Jaishankar: Minister of External Affairs.
12.  Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’: Minister of Human 

Resource Development.
13.  Arjun Munda: Minister of Tribal Affairs.
14.  Smriti Zubin Irani: Minister of Women and Child 

Development; and Minister of Textiles.

15.  Harsh Vardhan: Minister of Health and Family 
Welfare; Minister of Science and Technology; and 
Minister of Earth Sciences.

16.  Prakash Javadekar: Minister of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change; and Minister of 
Information and Broadcasting.

17.  Piyush Goyal: Minister of Railways; and Minister of 
Commerce and Industry.

18.  Dharmendra Pradhan: Minister of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas; and Minister of Steel.

19.  Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi: Minister of Minority 
Affairs.

20.  Pralhad Joshi: Minister of Parliamentary Affairs; 
Minister of Coal; and Minister of Mines.

21.  Mahendra Nath Pandey: Minister of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship.

22.  Arvind Ganpat Sawant: Minister of Heavy 
Industries and Public Enterprise.

23.  Giriraj Singh: Minister of Animal Husbandry, 
Dairying and Fisheries.

24.  Gajendra Singh Shekhawat: Minister of Jal Shakti.
Ministers of State (Independent Charge)
1.  Santosh Kumar Gangwar: Minister of State 

(Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Labour and 
Employment.

2.  Rao Inderjit Singh: Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation; and Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) of the Ministry of Planning.

3.  Shripad Yesso Naik: Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) of the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and 
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy (AYUSH); 
and Minister of State in the Ministry of Defence.

4.  Jitendra Singh: Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) of the Ministry of Development of North 

Fincare Small Finance Bank and Kookmin Bank have been included in the second schedule of the 
Reserve Bank of India Act.

Modi's Cabinet 
2.0: Who is Who?
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Eastern Region; Minister of State in the Prime 
Minister’s Office Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions; 
Minister of State in the Department of Atomic 
Energy; and Minister of State in the Department of 
Space.

5.  Kiren Rijiju: Minister of State (Independent Charge) 
of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports; and 
Minister of State in the Ministry of Minority Affairs.

6.  Prahalad Singh Patel: Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) of the Ministry of Culture; and Minister 
of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of 
Tourism.

7.  Raj Kumar Singh: Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) of the Ministry of Power; Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) of the Ministry of New and 
Renewable Energy; and Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship.

8.  Hardeep Singh Puri: Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) of the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs; Minister of State (Independent Charge) of 
the Ministry of Civil Aviation; and Minister of State 
in the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

9.  Mansukh L. Mandaviya: Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Shipping; 
and Minister of State in the Ministry of Chemicals 
and Fertilizers.

Ministers of State
1.  Faggan Singh Kulaste: Minister of State in the 

Ministry of Steel.
2.  Ashwini Kumar Choubey: Minister of State in the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
3.  Arjun Ram Meghwal: Minister of State in the 

Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs; and Minister of 
State in the Ministry of Heavy Industries and Public 
Enterprises.

4.  General (Retd) V K Singh: Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.

5.  Krishan Pal: Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment.

6.  Danve Raosaheb Dadarao: Minister of State in 
the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution.

7.  G Kishan Reddy: Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs.

8.  Purshottam Rupala: Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.

9.  Ramdas Athawale: Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Social Justice and Empowerment.

10.  Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti: Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Rural Development.

11.  Babul Supriyo: Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

12.  Sanjeev Kumar Balyan: Minister of State in 
the Ministry of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and 
Fisheries.

13.  Dhotre Sanjay Shamrao: Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Human Resource Development; Minister 
of State in the Ministry of Communications; and 
Minister of State in the Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology.

14.  Anurag Singh Thakur: Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Finance; and Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Corporate Affairs.

15.  Angadi Suresh Channabasappa: Minister of State 
in the Ministry of Railways.

16.  Nityanand Rai: Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs.

17.  Rattan Lal Kataria: Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Jal Shakti; and Minister of State in the Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment.

18.  V Muraleedharan: Minister of State in the Ministry 
of External Affairs; and Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs. 1

19.  Renuka Singh Saruta: Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

20.  Som Parkash: Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry. 21. Rameswar Teli: 
Minister of State in the Ministry of Food Processing 
Industries.

22.  Pratap Chandra Sarangi: Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises; 
and Minister of State in the Ministry of Animal 
Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries.

23.  Kailash Choudhary: Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.

24.  Debasree Chaudhuri: Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Women and Child Development.

IT Industry icon Azim Premji will retire as Executive Chairman of Wipro with effect from 30th July 
this year.
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President Donald Trump has terminated India’s designation 
as a beneficiary developing nation under the key GSP trade 
programme after determining that it has not assured the US 
that it will provide “equitable and reasonable access” to its 
markets.
The Generalized System of Preference (GSP) is the largest 
and oldest US trade preference programme and is designed 
to promote economic development by allowing duty-free 
entry for thousands of products from designated beneficiary 
countries.
On March 4, Trump announced that the US intends to 
terminate India’s designations as a beneficiary developing 
country under the GSP programme. The 60-day notice 
period ended on May 3. The Trump administration has 
prioritised working with the Government of India to ensure 
that US companies have a level-playing field, hours after 
Narendra Modi was sworn in as Prime Minister for a 
second time following his spectacular electoral victory in 
the general elections.
GSP criteria
Under the GSP programme, nearly 2,000 products including 
auto components and textile materials can enter the US 
duty-free if the beneficiary developing countries meet the 
eligibility criteria established by Congress.
India was the largest beneficiary of the programme in 2017 
with USD 5.7 billion in imports to the US given duty-free 
status and Turkey the fifth largest with USD 1.7 billion in 
covered imports, according to a Congressional Research 
Service report issued in January.
The GSP criteria includes, among others, respecting 
arbitral awards in favour of the US citizens or 
corporations, combating child labour, respecting 
internationally recognised worker rights, providing 
adequate and effective intellectual property protection, 
and providing the US with equitable and reasonable 
market access. Countries can also be graduated from 
the GSP programme depending on factors related to 
economic development.

Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)
U.S. trade preference programs such as the Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP) provide opportunities for 
many of the world’s poorest countries to use trade to 
grow their economies and climb out of poverty.   GSP 
is the largest and oldest U.S. trade preference program. 
Established by the Trade Act of 1974, GSP promotes 
economic development by eliminating duties on thousands 
of products when imported from one of 120 designated 
beneficiary countries and territories. The GSP Guidebook 
provides basic information on the program. 
GSP promotes sustainable development in beneficiary 
countries by helping these countries to increase and 
diversify their trade with the United States.  The GSP 
program provides additional benefits for products from 
least developed countries.  
Why has the US taken this step?
The US began to review India’s status under the GSP 
programme first in April 2018.
In a statement announcing the decision to end the preferential 
trade status, the USTR announced that Trump is terminating 
India and Turkey as GSP beneficiaries because “they no 
longer comply with the statutory eligibility criteria”. 
According to the US, India has failed to give “assurances 
that will provide equitable and reasonable access to its 
markets in numerous sectors” implying that while India is 
trading duty-free in the US, American products are paying 
import taxes. Addressing a four-day annual Conservative 
Political Action Conference in Maryland on Saturday, 
Trump accused India of being a “high-tariff nation” and 
threatened to match New Delhi’s heavy duties with “a 
reciprocal tax.”
Trump’s frustrations with Indian trade policy is public 
knowledge, especially his fixation with the duties charged 
on Harley-Davidson motorcycles. However, his grievances 
also extend to the high tariffs on American goods and the 
US trade deficit with India, which stood at $27.3 billion in 
2017.

US-INDIA trade: GSP ?

Prayuth Chan-ocha elected as prime minister of Thailand.
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Having recently implemented new e-commerce rules, India 
has drawn further ire from US retail giants like Walmart 
and Amazon.
Impact on US economy
In a statement, Coalition for GSP executive director 
Dan Anthony said Trump’s decision will cost American 
businesses over USD 300 million in additional tariffs every 
year. Without GSP benefits American small businesses face 
a new tax that will mean job losses, cancelled investments 
and cost increases for consumers. Only a year after the 
Senate and House passed a three year reauthorisation 
of the GSP by a near unanimous margin, the Trump 
administration has kicked out the GSP country that saves 
American companies more money than any other.
Trump administration made the decision in the face of 
opposition from members of the Congress and hundreds 
of American businesses that have called for continued 
GSP eligibility for India. “They also acted despite India’s 
willingness to negotiate new market access for American 
exports. Thus, there are no winners from today’s decision. 
American importers will pay more, while some American 
exporters will continue to face current market access 
barriers in India and others, including farmers, are very 
likely to be subject to new retaliatory tariff.
The Trump administration argues that New Delhi has 
failed to assure America that it will provide equitable 
and reasonable access to its markets in numerous sectors. 
Meanwhile, India had said that the US government’s move 
to withdraw duty concessions on certain products under 
the GSP programme will not have a significant impact on 
exports to America as the benefits were only about USD 
190 million annually.
was working on an “extensive and reasonable” trade 
package, the US decided to go ahead with its decision 
to scrap the preferential trade benefit. The package was 
covering all concerns related to bilateral trade with the 
US on sectors including medical devices, dairy products 
and agricultural goods, India could not negotiate issues 
concerning interests of public healthcare.
Impact of US withdrawal of GSP on India
THE US has finally withdrawn its preferential treatment 
to Indian exports under the Generalised System of 
Preferences (GSP) that covered around 2,000 items valued 
at $6.3 billion. Granted to India and some other developing 
countries in 1976, the GSP allowed some of their exports 
to have duty free access into the US, thus allowing them to 
export more and develop faster.
President Trump had notified the US Congress on March 
4 his intention of withdrawing the GSP benefits for India. 

The 60-day notice ended on May 3 and is effective from 
June 5. The NDA-II government has tried to play down 
the episode as something not very worrisome because, 
according to Ministry of Commerce, only $190 million 
worth of exports will be affected. Even so, it is going to 
cause a serious setback to our exports which have been 
stagnant for some time.
With higher duties, Indian exports will become more 
expensive and lose their competitiveness vis-à-vis other 
developing countries' exports to the US. In many of its 
exports, India is facing severe competition from countries 
in South East Asia and Africa. It will hamper India's export 
growth to the US. 
India is not in a position to retaliate immediately and is 
probably tinkering with the idea of what strategy to take. It 
could have imposed the proposed tariff hike on 29 items of 
US imports after it had imposed higher duties on steel and 
aluminum in 2018. But India is still dithering to do so and 
the last date for the imposition of duties has been postponed 
to June 16.  The 29 items of American imports comprise 
diverse products, including finished metal items, nuts and 
fruits. While withdrawing the GSP treatment on Indian 
products, the US has slapped a number of allegations on 
India of not offering an 'equitable and reasonable access to 
American products'.
India is hoping that through negotiations, the GSP 
withdrawal can be reversed like in the case of Chile, but 
it is unlikely that the US will relent easily. And India may 
be interested in protecting its people from high prices 
of imported medical devices that make coronary stents 
unaffordable.
The US has also tweaked the H1B visa rules which are a 
setback for Indians applying for jobs in the IT industry in 
America. The rules have become stricter, thereby limiting 
the number of people who may qualify in getting the visa. 
The US has also become more vigilant about H1B visa 
holders getting green cards.
The US has not abided by the WTO rules by withdrawing 
the GSP privileges of access to Indian exports because it 
continues to give such access to other developing countries 
and India can take the matter to the WTO dispute settlement 
body on grounds of discriminatory treatment.
But in all likelihood, India is trying and will succeed in 
reaching a compromise solution because Modi is not 
interested in entering into a situation of conflict with the 
most powerful country in the world on matters of trade when 
more important strategic matters are at stake. India needs 
close cooperation with the US in many areas, especially in 
fighting terror in the South Asian region, which Modi is 
currently championing.

Minister of State (I/c) of Culture & Tourism Prahlad Singh Patel will inaugurate the exhibition on 
"Unknown Masterpieces of Himachal Folk Art” at New Delhi.
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Former President Jimmy Carter will be awarded with the inaugural George H. W. Bush Award for his 

contributions to relations between the U.S. and China.

Govt to help sectors affected by US' decision to end 
preferential trade status to India
The government is reportedly considering ways to enhance 
support to sectors impacted by the US government's 
decision to end the preferential trade status to India. The 
status permitted duty-free exports of over 3,000 items from 
the country.
The Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 
who recently assumed charge of the ministry has been 
convening back to back meetings with officials on critical 
issues over the weekend. He is also expected to hold talks 
regarding the ways to cushion the export sector following 
the US decision to withdraw the Generalised System of 
Preferences (GSP) scheme.
The sectors such as imitation jewellery, leather articles 
(other than footwear), chemicals & plastics, agriculture, 
pharmaceuticals and surgical instruments could be the worst 
affected by the US' decision, according to the Federation of 
Indian Export Organisations (FIEO).
The trade promotion body has also suggested that the 
affected sectors be given benefits under the Rebate of State 
& Central Tax Levies Scheme (RoSCTL).

Time to evaluate ties?
This move is the first time that the Trump administration 
has targeted a country that it has long-sought to cultivate a 
strategic partnership with.
It is also a deeply political issue with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s blossoming friendship with Trump 
being a talking point for all pro-government media, which 
has led many to believe that the US will have our back in 
case of a nuclear showdown with regional rivals. More 
importantly, there is widespread hope that the US will 
continue to extend migrant workers and students from 
India, the same courtesies and preferences enjoyed by 
them earlier.
Now with preferential trade treatment off the list as 
well, India needs to re-examine its relationship with the 
US on all fronts and take decisive action, both in terms 
of retaliation and crisis mitigation. Our considerably 
weakened economy, with a fluctuating rupee, volatile 
global landscape, and market meltdowns, should ideally 
think beyond the possibility of a tariff-standoff; if anything, 
China’s sluggish economic growth in the aftermath of the 
tariff war should serve as a fair warning.
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The 19th annual Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
summit was held on 13-14 June 2019 in Bishkek, Kyrgyz 
Republic. The heads of the Member States reviewed the 
implementation of the results of the Qingdao Summit and 
the priority goals for SCO development in the context 
of current global political and economic processes. The 
Bishkek Declaration was adopted by the Member states.
The founding members of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) are China, Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. India and Pakistan officially 
joined this organisation in 2017. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
other leaders would also attend the summit. The SCO 
summit will be the first major international event which 
will be attended by Narendra Modi after his re-election.
On the sidelines of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) summit in Bishkek, India hold bilateral meetings 
with Russia and China. On 14 June, India also hold a 
meeting with host nation Kyrgyzstan. Moreover, India’s 
PM Narendra Modi was not taken the Pakistani air space 
for flying to the SCO summit in Bishkek in Kyrgyzstan and 
instead he choosed the different route through Oman and 
Iran.
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), or 
Shanghai Pact, is a Eurasian political, economic, and 
security alliance, the creation of which was announced 
on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai, China by the leaders of 
China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and 
Uzbekistan; the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
Charter, formally establishing the organisation, was signed 
in June 2002 and entered into force on 19 September 2003. 
The original five nations, with the exclusion of Uzbekistan, 
were previously members of the Shanghai Five group, 
founded on 26 April 1996. Since then, the organisation has 
expanded its membership to eight countries when India and 
Pakistan joined SCO as full members on 9 June 2017 at a 
summit in Astana, Kazakhstan. The Heads of State Council 

(HSC) is the supreme decision-making body in the SCO, 
it meets once a year and adopts decisions and guidelines 
on all important matters of the organisation. Military 
exercises are also regularly conducted among members to 
promote cooperation and coordination against terrorism 
and other external threats, and to maintain regional peace 
and stability. Criticisms of the SCO include that it is used 
by member states to shield each other from international 
criticism regarding human rights violations.
SCO Summit 2019: Agenda
For SCO summit, particular agenda is not set beforehand 
but below mentioned issues can be discussed as per the 
sources.

 # In the meeting review of the past years work of the 
grouping and will also draw new plan for cooperation 
this year.

 # Security and development are two major issues to be 
discussed mainly how to counter terrorism.

 # Issues like multilateralism protectionism in the context 
of US trade tensions could also be discussed.

 # China-US trade war and the "spectre" of emerging 
trade frictions between the US and India.

 # China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and 
counter terrorism related issues.

 # India will also increase cooperation between SCO 
and other multilateral organisations besides agreeing 
to focus on illegal drug trafficking, cooperation in 
information technology, environment, healthcare and 
sports.

HIGHLIGHTS
1. Fourteen agreements were signed at the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit 2019 in 
Bishkek. The agreements signed by the Council of 
the Head of States, also include cooperation in sports, 
healthcare and environment.

2. Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated Russia 
President Vladimir Putin and spoke about the 

SCO Summit 2019

Gianni Infantino re-elected as FIFA president for a second term.
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north-south corridor, Chabahar port and renewable 
energy resources. 

3. PM Modi also introduced the acronym HEALTH.
 In the acronym, ‘H’ stands for Healthcare Cooperation, 

‘E’ for Economic Cooperation, ‘A’ for Alternate 
Energy, ‘L’ for Literature and Culture, ‘T’ for Terrorism 
free society and ‘H’ for Humanitarian Cooperation.

4. The member states resolved to continue to promoting 
practical cooperation in politics, security, trade and 
the economy, including finance, investment, transport, 
energy and agriculture, as well as the development of 
intra-SCO cultural and humanitarian ties.

5. The member states emphasised that the SCO was an 
effective and constructive mechanism for multilateral 
cooperation that played an important role in 
maintaining regional peace and stability.

6. The participating leaders resolved to focus on 
deepening diverse mutually beneficial cooperation 
with all interested states, primarily the SCO observer 
states and dialogue partners.

7. They emphasised the need for expanding joint efforts 
to ensure reliable security and sustainable development 
in the SCO region.

8. They reaffirmed the SCO Member States' commitment 
to enhancing the central coordinating role of the UN 
and its Security Council as a body vested with the main 
responsibility for maintaining international peace and 
security under the UN Charter.

9. The SCO Member States that have signed the Code of 
Conduct to Achieve a Terrorism-Free World, advocated 
the consistent implementation of its provisions.

10. The leaders considered it necessary to ensure the 
earliest possible enactment of a protocol on security 
guarantees to the Central Asian Nuclear-Weapons-
Free Zone Treaty for all signatory states.

11. They emphasised the unacceptability of attempts 
to ensure one country's security at the expense of 
other counties' security and noted that the unilateral 
and unlimited buildup of missile defence systems by 
certain countries or groups of states was detrimental to 
international security and a destabilising factor in the 
world.

12. The SCO member states called for unfailingly 
honouring the Convention on the Prohibition of 
the Development, Production and Stockpiling of 
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and 
on their Destruction.

13. The SCO Member States reaffirmed their determination 
to ensure regional security and stability. In this context, 
they supported the work of the government and people 
of Afghanistan, with support from the international 
community, for restoring peace and ensuring the 
country's sustained development.

14. The SCO member states once again expressed their 
willingness to facilitate a political settlement under 
the guidance of the people of Afghanistan and with 
their involvement on a bilateral basis and within 
the framework of the SCO-Afghanistan Contact 
Group.

15. The SCO Member States consider it important to 
steadily implement the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action regarding the Iranian nuclear programme under 
UN Security Council Resolution 2231 that calls on all 
the parties to fulfil their obligations unfailingly.

Conclusion
It is significant to see that where the group has failed to 
find consensus, such as on India’s opposition to China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative, the declaration has mentioned 
only the other countries in a paragraph praising the 
project. On the sidelines, Mr. Modi held bilateral meetings 
with Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin. Mr. Modi meet U.S. President Donald 
Trump on the sidelines of the G-20 summit in Osaka. 
While the current India-U.S. trade impasse and plans for 
Indo-Pacific military cooperation will take centrestage 
there, it is likely that the U.S.’s specific demands on 
curbing defence deals with Russia, including on the 
S-400 anti-missile system, and denying access to Chinese 
telecom major Huawei for India’s 5G network bids will 
also come up. India’s strategy of balancing and straddling 
the competing interests of these emerging blocs will be 
tested. But the SCO collective and the bilateral meetings 
in Bishkek are an important indicator early in the Modi 
government’s second tenure of the foreign policy arc it is 
attempting.
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US-IRAN
Crisis

Though there wasn’t any Iran Vs USA war, the relationship 
between the US and Iran has remained a complex one. The 
strenuous relationship includes cutting diplomatic ties and 
economic sanctions, without involving an armed conflict 
even before or after World War II. The relationship started 
to turn sour, with the US intervention in Iran in the early 
1950’s by overthrowing Mohammad Mossadegh. Over a 
period of time, the peace bridge was built, but was broke 
after 1980’s. Currently US- Iran has no diplomatic ties.
Short summary about history US-Iran (US Iran relations 
timeline)

 # United States and Iran established diplomatic relations 
in 1883.

 # US-Iran wasn’t very complex before World War II, 
but it soon turned chaotic when the US’s CIA helped 
stage a coup to overthrow Iranian Prime Minister 
Mohammad Mossadegh in 1953. CIA activities like 
bribing newspaper editors to spread fake news, hiring 
anti-social elements to fuel unrest in the Iran created a 
chaotic condition in the Iran.

 # Later after several years the US offered Iran a nuclear 
reactor and weapons-grade nuclear fuel in 1967

 # During a revolution in Iran, the government backed by 
CIA was overthrown and the U.S. embassy in Tehran 
is overtaken and staff were held hostage for more than 
a year leading to diplomatic crisis between the two 
countries.

 # US President Jimmy Carter ordered to cut off 
diplomatic ties with Iran and authorizes a rescue 
mission to get the American hostages out in 1980. But 
the mission failed and eight U.S. service members 
were killed during the operation.

 # But Iran releases the hostages minutes after Ronald 
Reagan’s inauguration in 1981

 # US President Reagan, in his second term, admits to a 
secret arms deal with Iran. It became a huge scandal 
known as “The Iran Contra affair." (1983)

 # Once again, the diplomatic crisis erupted in 1988, 
When a US Navy ship was shot down an Iranian 
passenger plane, killing 290 people who were onboard.

 # With complete diplomatic closure existed between the 
two countries over the next 15 years.

 # US President George W. Bush names Iran as part of 
an “Axis of Evil” along with North Korea and Iraq in 
2012. But, US President George W. Bush pushes for 
talks with Iran regarding nuclear deal.

 # The deal never moves forwards as the new US 
President Barack Obama falls silent and stays away 
from the negotiation.

 # Obama government enforces a new law that put the 
squeeze on Iran in financial sector. Lots of countries 
followed, US to cut back on buying Iranian oil. 
Iranian economy takes a big hit. The following year, 
Hassan Rouhani was elected president in Iran. US-Iran 
Nuclear Deal was signed.

 # US President Donald Trump pulled the U.S. out of 
the deal in 2018 and gets ready to impose sanctions 
over its nuclear program and claims the country is 
supporting militant groups in the gulf.

Iran’s system of governance
A combination of Islamic theocracy with democracy is 
the foundation of Iran’s constitution. Iran is headed by the 
Supreme Leader, who is responsible for the supervision 
of the general policies of the country. The Supreme 
Leader also set policy for country's domestic and foreign 
affairs. His power include commanding armed forces and 
intelligence including security operations. This means that 
he alone can declare war or ensure peace. He also wields 
the power to appoint and dismiss the head of department 
including judiciary, news and media. He also appoints six 
of the twelve members of the Council of Guardians, which 
supervises the activities of Parliament and take decisions 
about the candidates are qualified to run for public 
office. Such a complex and unusual political system with 

A major exercise, Kharga Prahar, was jointly conducted by the Indian Army and Indian Air Force 
(IAF) in Punjab.
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foundation in Islamic philosophy often lead to difficulty 
dealing with western powers.
US’s system of governance
The structure of the United States government is federal. The 
US Constitution’s system is made for balanced separation 
of powers which intends to prevent from becoming a 
dictator. So, it consists of three branches, the executive, 
legislative and Judicial. The Executive Branch is headed by 
the President of the United States of America, who is also 
the head in diplomatic relations including the Commander-
in-Chief for all U.S. branches of the armed forces. He/she is 
responsible for implementing and enforcing the laws written 
by Congress. He wields the power to appoint the heads of 
the federal agencies, including the Cabinet for execution 
of the legislation. The Legislative Branch is the Congress 
which is divided by two groups the Senate and the House 
of Representatives. Each group is made up of members 
elected from each state. The Senate is comprised of two 
Senators per state and the House is based on population, 
totaling 435 members. The structure of the two houses of 
Congress was the greatest debate during the Constitutional 
Convention. By dividing representatives both equally and 
based on size, the Founding Fathers were able to ensure 
that each state had a right to express their opinion in the 
federal government. Finally, the Judicial Branch is made up 
of the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS). It is 
made up of nine members, with the highest-ranking given 
the title of Chief Justice of the country. Besides, they have 
the powers to sort through the web of legislation and decide 
what is constitutional and what is not.
US-Iran Tension
US-Iran tension is growing to a dangerous level. Irrespective 
of who is right and who is wrong, but everyone agrees that 
it is leading toward a big disaster. Human life and natural 
resources are at stake. Irrespective, who will suffer more 
and who will suffer less, but it is human life, which is the 
most precious thing in this world, is at stake.
Middle-East is an oil and gas-rich area and meets the major 
portion of world energy demand. Any disturbance in this 
region will have a severe impact on the global economy. 
Whether one is right or wrong, will be the victim of this 
crisis directly or indirectly.
This war will be not like the Iraq war or the Libya War. 
As at that time, there was only one superpower and the 
world was unipolar. There was no resistance from any 
corner of the world. US and allies, without any resistance, 
conducted the war and achieved their desired results. But a 

lot of resistance was witnessed in case of Syrian War. The 
whole scenario has been changed, the calculated results 
were not achieved yet. Finally, the US has decided to pull 
back its troops. Similarly, Afghanistan case is not ideal, 
after spending trillion dollars, and fighting for 17 years, not 
gains on the ground and finally has to pull back.
U.S., Iran Trade Accusations in Wake of Tanker Attacks
The US military released a video that it claims shows 
Iran is behind Thursday’s attacks on two oil tankers in 
the Gulf of Oman, which escalated tensions between the 
two countries and caused oil prices to spike. The video, 
along with accusations by US officials, add to mounting 
suspicions among independent analysts and intelligence 
experts that Iran launched the attack as a warning to 
Washington and others attempting to pressure it over its 
nuclear programme, conventional weaponry and support 
for militant groups throughout the Middle East.
Tehran has strenuously denied being responsible for the 
incident and blamed the US of waging an “economic war”.
The black-and-white, blurry aerial footage released by the 
US military appears to show a small Iranian patrol boat 
approaching a bigger vessel, removing an object from the 
hull and then moving away again.
Conclusion
Under this serious scenario, there is a hope that all peace-
loving nations and individuals, may peruse the UN and 
International Community do something to avert this bid 
human disaster.  We all share one world, we have the 
responsibility to save this world. Any loss of human life in 
any part of the world is considered the loss to the whole of 
humanity. And the destruction of natural resources may be 
considered a loss to humanity. Any damage to Environment 
or ecology or biodiversity may be a net loss to humanity. 
We share a common world, common environment, common 
resources. We need to protect humanity, environment 
and natural resources. It is strongly appealed to the UN, 
International Community and all individuals who believe 
in Peace, must act, and must act now, and must act strongly, 
to avert any bid disaster to humanity.
The U.S. and Iran differ on many issues not just on foreign 
affairs, but internal functioning of the government. But 
the US has the upper hand by sticking with the complex 
relationship due to its federal structure and economic 
power. But US cannot change Iran, and Iran cannot defeat 
US in the Middle East. So, both the country’s should join 
the hands together which affect both, including the Islamic 
State.

Hospitality firm Oyo Hotels & Homes and telecom operator Bharti Airtel announced their partnership 
around accommodation booking through mobile app.
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Q.1.  The navies of India and ………. conducted their 
bilateral naval drill SIMBEX-2019 in the South China 
Sea. The exercise conducted till May 22.

 (1) Malaysia (2) Thailand (3) Sri Lanka

 (4) Singapore (5) None of these

Q.2.  Shivappa Shetty was passed away in the age of 86. 
With which of the following sports was he associated?

 (1) Cricket (2) Football (3) Baseball

 (4) Basketball (5) None of these

Q.3.  Karolina Pliskova has won the women's singles title of 
Italian Open in Rome. She belongs to which country?

 (1) Netherland  (2) Romania

 (3) Czech Republic (4) Russia

 (5) None of these

Q.4.  Who has won the men's singles title of Italian 
Open in Rome?

 (1) Rafael Nadal  (2) Novak Djokovic

 (3) Roger Federer (4) Dominic Thiem

 (5) None of these

Q.5.  Rallapalli Venkata Narasimha Rao has passed 
away in the age of 74. He was a ……….

 (1) Telugu actor  (2) Tamil actor

 (3) Bollywood actor (4) Bhojpuri actor

 (5) None of these

Q.6.  Jeffrey Rosen has been appointed as deputy 
attorney general of which country?

 (1) UAE (2) UK (3) USA

 (4) Russia (5) None of these

Q.7.  Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS), Vigraha, has 
been decommissioned at ………….

 (1) Kochi  (2) Vishakhapatnam

 (3) Mumbai  (4) Goa

 (5) None of these

Q.8.  Joko Widodo has been re-elected as the President 
of which country?

 (1) Indonesia (2) Japan (3) Malaysia

 (4) Thailand (5) None of these

Q.9.  Which country has appointed Mueenul Haq as its 
new High Commissioner to India?

 (1) Sri Lanka  (2) Pakistan 
 (3) Afghanistan  (4) Mauritius
 (5) None of these
Q.10.  Who is appointed as the next High Commissioner 

of India to the Kingdom of Eswatini?
 (1) MB Lokur  
 (2) Jagjit Pavadia
 (3) Radha Venkataraman
 (4) Dalbir Singh Suhag
 (5) None of these
Q.11.  Volodymyr Zelenskiy takes oath as new President 

of which of the following countries?
 (1) Netherland (2) Ukraine (3) Belarus
 (4) Mangolia (5) None of these
Q.12.  A Meeting of Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM) 

of Shanghai Cooperation Organization started in 
………..

 (1) Geneva (2) Paris (3) Kochi
 (4) Bishkek (5) None of these
Q.13.  Which Bank has entered into an agreement with 

the BSE to buy stake in its subsidiary INX - located 
at GIFT City Gujarat?

 (1) HDFC Bank (2) ICICI Bank (3) SBI
 (4) UCO Bank (5) None of these
Q.14.  Niki Lauda paased away at the age of 70. He was 

associated with which sport?
 (1) Formula one (2) Football (3) Cricket
 (4) Polo (5) None of these
Q.15.  Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

scripted history by successfully launching earth 
observation satellite RISAT-2B. Where is the 
headquarter of ISRO?

 (1) Bengaluru (2) Kochi (3) Mangluru
 (4) Mumbai  (5) None of these
Q.16.  Jokha Alharthi has won the prestigious Man 

Booker International Prize for her book "Celestial 
Bodies". She belongs to which country?

 (1) Iran (2) Israel (3) Pakistan
 (4) Oman (5) None of these
Q.17.  Prasar Bharati and ……….. have joined hands for 

the election results day on May 23, providing for 
a dedicated live stream of the verdict of the Lok 
Sabha and state polls on YouTube.
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 (1) Mozila (2) Google (3) Facebook
 (4) Whatsapp (5) None of these
Q.18.  Second World Challenge Cup Series gymnastics 

tournament will be held in which country?
 (1) Russia (2) Germany (3) Croatia
 (4) Japan (5) None of these
Q.19.  ………… has toppled Indian Oil Corp. (IOC) to 

become the country’s biggest company by revenue.
 (1) Tata Group  (2) Aditya Birla roup
 (3) Reliance Industries (4) Vodafone Idea
 (5) None of these
Q.20.  United Nations (UN) has projected India’s GDP 

growth for the financial year 2019-20 to ……..
 (1) 7.2% (2) 7.1% (3) 8.1%
 (4) 8.4% (5) None of these
Q.21.  Former foreign secretary Shyam Saran will be 

conferred with 'the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold 
and Silver Star'. This award is given by which of 
the following country?

 (1) Malaysia (2) China (3) Japan
 (4) India (5) None of these
Q.22.  Myanmar Navy Ship UMS King TabinShweHtee 

(773) and UMS Inlay (OPV-54) have arrived 
Port Blair for the ‘Opening Ceremony’ of the 8th 
Indo-Myanmar coordinated patrol (IMCOR),at 
…………

 (1) Andaman Nicobar Command
 (2) Kochi Command
 (3) Goa Command
 (4) Vishakhapatnam Command
 (5) None of these
Q.23.  Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed 

an agreement to provide ……….. equivalent 
in Indian rupee long-term financing to electrify 
railway tracks in India.

 (1) USD 750 million (2) USD 850 million
 (3) USD 650 million (4) USD 550 million
 (5) None of these
Q.24.  ISRO Chairman K Sivan flagged off the shipment 

of India's largest liquid hydrogen storage tank at 
the VRV Asia Pacific's manufacturing plant at Sri 
City in Chittoor. Chittoor is situated in which of 
the following states?

 (1) Arunachal Pradesh (2) Nagaland

 (3) Kerala  (4) Andhra Pradesh

 (5) None of these

Q.25.  Who was honoured with the 'Global Asian of the 
Year 2018-19' award?

 (1) Rachel Weisz

 (2) Ismail Omar Guelleh 

 (3) Anilkumar Manibhai Naik

 (4) Hema Diwakar

 (5) None of these

Q.26.  Cyril Ramaphosa selected as president of which of 
the following country?

 (1) Sri Lanka (2) South Africa (3) Nepal

 (4) Mauritius (5) None of these

Q.27.  Reliance Capital (RCap) will sell its stake in 
Reliance Nippon Life Asset Management Ltd 
(RNAM) to its joint venture partner Nippon Life 
Insurance. This life insurance company belong to 
which country?

 (1) Malaysia (2) Thailand (3) Japan

 (4) Taiwan (5) None of these

Q.28.  Shakib Al Hasan jumped to the top of the latest 
MRF Tyres ICC ODI rankings for all-rounders, 
which doesn't feature a single Indian in the top-10 
chart. He belongs to which country?

 (1) Bangladesh  (2) Sri Lanka

 (3) Afghanistan  (4) Pakistan

 (5) None of these

Q.29.  IAF successfully fired the BrahMos air version 
missile from its frontline ……… fighter aircraft.

 (1) Su-20 MKI (2) Su-30 MKI (3) Su-40 MKI

 (4) Su-50 MKI (5) None of these

Q.30.  Integral Coach Factory (ICF) will take up the 
design, development and production of ……...

 (1) Shatabdi Express (2) Train 18

 (3) Rajdhani Express (4) Maharaja Express 

 (5) None of these

Q.31.  OECD has projected India’s GDP growth for the 
financial year 2019-20 to what percent?

 (1) 7.5% (2) 7.9% (3) 8.1%

 (4) 5.6% (5) None of these

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) has launched a Fiscal Performance Index (FPI) to assess state 
and central budgets.



80

QUIZ TIME GENERAL AWARENESS

MICA  AUGUST 2019

Q.32.  Which country has successfully test-fired surface-
to-surface ballistic missile Shaheen-II, capable of 
hitting targets as far as 1,500 kilometers away?

 (1) India (2) Pakistan (3) Israel

 (4) Iran (5) None of these

Q.33.  Which life insurance company has been conferred 
with the FICCI Claims Excellence Award?

 (1) ICICI life insurance

 (2) SBI life insurance

 (3) Bharti AXA life insurance

 (4) HDFC life insurance

 (5) None of these

Q.34.  YSR Congress Chief Jagan Mohan Reddy sworn 
in as chief minister of which of the following 
states?

 (1) Kerala  (2) Andhra Pradesh

 (3) Telangana  (4) Karnataka

 (5) None of these

Q.35.  Which country has launched a permanent residency 
scheme "Golden Card" to woo wealthy individuals 
and exceptional talents?

 (1) UAE (2) USA (3) Russia

 (4) India (5) None of these

Q.36.  Which IT company has completed the acquisition 
of 75 percent shareholding in ABN AMRO Bank's 
wholly-owned Stater NV?

 (1) Wipro (2) Infosys (3) Satyam

 (4) Accenture (5) None of these

Q.37.  Who has become the first fighter pilot to qualify to 
undertake combat missions?

 (1) Bhawana Kanth (2) Rekha Yadav

 (3) Avani Chaturvedi (4) Anny Divya

 (5) None of these

Q.38.  Who has been proposed to be elected as a member 
of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) by 
the executive board of the world sport’s apex body?

 (1) Sharad Pawar (2) Narindar Batra

 (3) Lalit Modi  (4) Kapil Dev

 (5) None of these

Q.39.  Prem Singh Tamang took oath as the chief minister 
of Sikkim. He is the President of which of the 
following association?

 (1) Sikkim Krantikari Morcha

 (2) Sikkim Navyuvak Sangathan

 (3) Sikkim Praudh Morcha

 (4) Sikkim Krantikari Sangathan

 (5) None of these

Q.40.  The report by property consultant CBRE, 
which two cities are among the top 5 preferred 
destinations in Asia Pacific to set up offices by 
technology companies?

 (1) Lucknow and Delhi

 (2) Hyderabad and Bengaluru

 (3) Bengaluru and Gurugram

 (4) Noida and Gurugram

 (5) None of these

Q.41.  Murray Gell-Mann, the Nobel Prize-winner has 
died. He was awarded with Noble prize in which 
of the following field?

 (1) Chemistry (2) Physics (3) Peace

 (4) Medical  (5) None of these

Q.42.  Director Bong Joon Ho has bagged the Palme d'Or 
for his film "Parasite" at the 72nd Cannes Film 
Festival in France. He belongs to which country?

 (1) South Korea  (2) North Korea

 (3) Taiwan  (4) South Africa

 (5) None of these

Q.43.  Recently, who has won the Monaco Grand Prix 
title?

 (1) Sebestian Vettal (2) Lewis Hamilton

 (3) Vallteri Bottas (4) Max verstappen

 (5) None of these

Q.44.  Director General of ICMR Professor Balram 
Bhargava has won the 2019 Dr Lee Jong-wook 
Memorial Prize for Public Health at the 72nd 
World Health Assembly in which city?

 (1) Paris (2) Geneva (3) London

 (4) The Hague (5) None of these

Q.45.  Who has been elected the Vice President of the 
Badminton Asia Council (BAC)?

 (1) Arvind Saxena (2) Nageshwar Rao

 (3) Himanta Biswa (4) Jagjit Fadia

 (5) None of these

Google's CEO Sundar Pichai and NASDAQ president Adena Friedman have been chosen for the 
prestigious Global Leadership Awards 2019.



81

GENERAL AWARENESS

AUGUST 2019  MICA

Q.46. Acharya Balkrishna received the 'United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
(UNSDG) 10 Most Influential People in 
Healthcare Award' for contributing to the field 
of health through innovative research in Yoga 
and Ayurveda. He is associated with which of 
the following firms?

 (1) Hindustan Unilever (2) Patanjali

 (3) ITC  (4) Himalaya 

 (5) None of these

Q.47.  India successfully test fired an Akash-MK-1S 
missile from the integrated test range at Chandipur. 
Chandipur is situated in which of the following 
states?

 (1) Kerala  (2) Odisha

 (3) Sikkim  (4) Andhra Pradesh

 (5) None of these

Q.48.  According to India Ratings, India's gross domestic 
product (GDP) growth during the fiscal 2018-19 is 
expected at ……………

 (1) 6.9 percent (2) 4.8 percent (3) 7.2 percent

 (4) 8.1 percent (5) None of these

Q.49.  Which country will host an international 
conference against anti-Semitism in memory of 
the Holocaust?

 (1) Netherland (2) Russia (3) Sweden

 (4) India (5) None of these

Q.50.  Which state’s first woman mountaineer Kalpana 
Das has passed away in the age of 52?

 (1) Kerala  (2) Odisha

 (3) Sikkim  (4) Andhra Pradesh

 (5) None of these

Q.51.  Entrepreneur Dinesh Dhamija has been elected as 
a Member of the European Parliament (MEP). He 
was based in which country?

 (1) Italy (2) Japan (3) USA

 (4) Britain (5) None of these

Q.52.  Pema Khandu taken oath as Chief Minister of 
which of the following states?

 (1) Arunachal Pradesh 

 (2) Himachal Pradesh

 (3) Sikkim

 (4) Odisha

 (5) None of these

Q.53.  Saurabh Chaudhary has won the gold medal with 
a new world record in 10m Air Pistol Event at the 
ongoing ISSF Shooting World Cup in Munich. 
Munich is a city of which of the following 
countries?

 (1) Japan (2) Taiwan (3) Germany

 (4) Indonesia (5) None of these

Q.54. According to a report by which bank, India's 
economic growth in the fourth quarter ended 
March 2019 is expected to moderate to 6.1-5.9 per 
cent?

 (1) RBI (2) SBI (3) IOB

 (4) ICICI (5) None of these

Q.55.  According to IMD World Competitiveness 
Rankings, India has moved up on which place 
to rank as the world’s 43rd most competitive 
economy, while Singapore has toppled the US to 
grab the top position?

 (1) One place  (2) Two place

 (3) Three place   (4) Four place

 (5) None of these

Q.56.  Annie Zaidi was announced as the 2019 winner of 
the USD 100,000 Nine Dots Prize, a prestigious 
book prize created to award innovative thinking 
that addresses contemporary issues around the 
world. She belongs to which country?

 (1) Netherland (2) USA (3) Mexico

 (4) India (5) None of these

Q.57.  Which country has been elected to the Executive 
Board of the first UN-Habitat Assembly?

 (1) Pakistan (2) China (3) UAE

 (4) India (5) None of these

Q.58.  Biju Janata Dal president Naveen Patnaik took 
oath as the Chief Minister of which state for a fifth 
consecutive term?

 (1) Sikkim (2) Odisha (3) Kerala

 (4) Meghalaya (5) None of these

Q.59.  Scott Morrison sworn in as the prime minister of 
which of the following countries?

 (1) Australia (2) Austria (3) Azerbaijan

 (4) Ethiopia (5) None of these

IT major Wipro will acquire US-based International TechneGroup Incorporated for $45 million 
(around `312 crore).
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Q.60.  International Finance Corporation (IFC) will 
invest ………….. in Manappuram Finance Ltd 
(MFL).

 (1) $55 million (2) $65 million (3) $35 million

 (4) $45 million (5) None of these

Q.61.  Apurvi Chandela won the ……….. medal in 
women's 10m air rifle event at the ISSF World Cup 
in Munich.

 (1) Silver (2) Bronze (3) Gold

 (4) Certificate (5) None of these

Q.62.  Sri Lanka has signed a tripartite agreement with 
which two countries for development of eastern 
terminal of Colombo port?

 (1) India and Japan (2) Japan and China

 (3) USA and India (4) UAE and India

 (5) None of these

Q.63.  _________ appointed as the Prime Minister of 
Papua New Guinea.

  (1) James Marape  (2) Sam Abal  

 (3) Bill Skate   (4) Rabbie Namaliu 

 (5) None of these

Q.64.  _________________ of Indore got International 
Status.

 (1) Raja Bhoj International Airport  

 (2) Devi Ahilyabai Holkar Airport   

 (3) Rajmata Vijaya Raje  Airport

 (4) Scindia Air Terminal Dumna Airport 

 (5) None of these

Q.65.  Who administered the oath of office of PM 
Narendra Modi?

 (1) President Ram Nath Kovind 

 (2) CJI Ranjan Gogoi  

 (3) MP Maneka Gandhi 

 (4) Option A & B 

 (5) None of these

Q.66.  Which Country is not a BIMSTEC country?

 (1) China   (2) Myanmar   (3) Sri Lanka 

 (4) Bangladesh  (5) None of these

Q.67.  Goldman Sachs is to invest $250 million to 
construct one of its largest global workspaces in 
________, India.

 (1) Kolkata  (2) Bengaluru   (3) Mumbai 

 (4) Chennai  (5) None of these

Q.68.  Tata Steel is to acquire Bhushan Energy Ltd  for 
about _________.

 (1) Rs.200 crore   (2) Rs.400 crore  

 (3) Rs.500 crore   (4) Rs.800 crore 

 (5) None of these

Q.69.  Binny, India's last Orangutan dies at Nandankanan 
Zoological Park. Where is the Nandankanan 
Zoological Park located?

 (1) Assam   (2) Gujarat   

 (3) Maharashtra   (4) Odisha 

 (5) None of these

Q.70.  What is the IUCN status of Sumatran and Bornean 
species Orangutan?

 (1) Endangered   (2) Critically endangered  

 (3) Vulnerable   (4) Data Inadequate 

 (5) None of these

Q.71.  IAF Golden Arrows ______ Squadron to be first 
Rafale combat aircraft unit.

 (1) 17  (2) 14   (3) 12 

 (4) 15  (5) None of these

Q.72.  SC extends tenure of NCDRCs judicial member 
by _______________

 (1) one year  (2) two year   (3) third year 

 (4) fourth year  (5) None of these

Q.73.  For the first time in 92 years, 6 Indian-origin kids 
among _____ won the National Spelling Bee 
Contest.

 (1) 7  (2) 5   (3) 8 

 (4) 10  (5) None of these

Q.74.  Which of the following seaweed is posing threat to 
the to coral reef areas in Valai island in the Gulf of 
Mannar (GoM)?

 (1) Codium fragile ssp. fragile 

 (2) Gracilaria vermiculophylla  

 (3) Kappaphycus alvarezii 

 (4) Undaria pinnatifida  

 (5) None of these

Q.75.  Kappaphycus alvarezii is a/an _________ 
seaweed.

Indian junior women's hockey team clinched the Cantor Fitzgerald U-21 International 4-Nations title 
after beating Ireland at Dublin.
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 (1) inactive  (2) passive   (3) native 

 (4) invasive  (5) None of these

Q.76.  ISRO signed agreement with ________ for 
crew selection and training for the Gaganyaan 
Mission.

 (1) Indian Air Force  (2) NASA  

 (3) HAL   (4) European Space Agency 

 (5) None of these

Q.77.  Which of the following is the Indian Human 
Spaceflight Programme?

 (1) ASTRO-1   (2) Gaganyaan  

 (3) Shukrayaan-1  (4) Aditya 

 (5) None of these

Q.78.  Who is the youngest MP in the country and her 
debut in Parliament?

 (1) Chandrani Murmu  (2) Nithya Raj  

 (3) Vijaya suresh  (4) Sakthi Raj 

 (5) None of these

Q.79.  When is the World No Tobacco Day (WNTD) 
observed?

 (1) April 30  (2) May 2   (3) May 31 

 (4) June 1  (5) None of these

Q.80.  When is the World Milk Day observed?

 (1) May 15  (2) May 28   (3) May 31 

 (4) June 1  (5) None of these

Q.81.  Which State recently banned the advertisement 
and sale of e-cigarettes in the State?

 (1) Madhya Pradesh  (2) Odisha  

 (3) Gujarat   (4) Rajasthan 

 (5) None of these

Q.82.  Facebook's cryptocurrency _________ will 
launched in 2020.

 (1) Libra  (2) Litecoin   (3) Namecoin 

 (4) Auroracoin  (5) None of these

Q.83.  Which state government has decided to provide 10 
percent reservation to the Economically Weaker 
Sections among the general category?

 (1) Kerala  (2) Himachal Pradesh

 (3) Sikkim  (4) Meghalaya

 (5) None of these

Q.84.  Liverpool FC won the Champions League trophy 
title for the ……… at Madrid.

 (1) Fifth time  (2) Sixth time

 (3) Seventh time  (4) Eighth time

 (5) None of these

Q.85.  Which state has celebrated the fifth Formation Day 
on 2nd June?

 (1) Telangana  (2) Andhra Pradesh

 (3) Goa  (4) Sikkim

 (5) None of these

Q.86.  Elephanta Festival organised in which of the 
following cities?

 (1) PanaJi  (2) Vishakhapatnam

 (3) Mumbai  (4) New Delhi

 (5) None of these

Q.87.  Yoga Mahotsava was inaugurated by the NITI 
Aayog Vice-Chairman Rajeev Kumar at which of 
the following cities?

 (1) PanaJi  (2) Vishakhapatnam

 (3) Mumbai  (4) New Delhi

 (5) None of these

Q.88.  Centre has shortlisted how many cities to hold 
National Programme of the International Yoga 
Day 2019?

 (1) Six (2) Five (3) Ten

 (4) Nine (5) None of these

Q.89.  Which country has w.e.f. 5 June 2019 withdrawn 
India’s Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) 
benefits?

 (1) USA (2) Russia (3) Mexico

 (4) Netherland (5) None of these

Q.90.  Which of the following agency/board has entered 
into content partnerships with Facebook, YouTube 
and Twitter?

 (1) BCCI (2) RBI (3) WHO

 (4) ICC (5) None of these

Q.91.  Which company has toppled Indian Oil Corp 
(IOC) to regain crown of being the country's most 
profitable public sector company?

 (1) ONGC (2) SAIL (3) BHEL

 (4) IOL (5) None of these

Jharkhand Chief Minister Raghubar Das inaugurated the Haj House in Ranchi.
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Q.92.  Which former president was conferred with the 
''Orden Mexicana del Aguila Azteca'' (Order of the 
Aztec Eagle) highest civilian award of Mexico?

 (1) Pranab Mukherji (2) Pratibha Patil

 (3) A P J Abdul Kalam (4) K. R. Narayna

 (5) None of these

Q.93.  Ruma Guha Thakurta passed away in the age of 
84. She belongs to which profession?

 (1) Actress (2) Singer (3) Writer

 (4) Both 1 and 2 (5) Both 2 and 3

Q.94.  Which ministry launches an app to help people 
locate yoga centers, instructors?

 (1) Ministry of Ayush  

 (2) Ministry of Finance  

 (3) Ministry of External Affairs 

 (4) Ministry of Internal Affairs 

 (5) None of these

Q.95.  National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajith Doval gets 
Cabinet rank with extension of how many years?

 (1) Five years   (2) Four Years   

 (3) Three years   (4) Six years 

 (5) None of these

Q.96.  What is the theme of the Financial Literacy Week 
2019 which was initiated by RBI?

 (1) Financity  (2) Farmer   (3) Advisor 

 (4) Broker  (5) None of these

Q.97.  Where was the 14th summit of the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) held?

 (1) Abu Dhabi, UAE  

 (2) Kuwait City, Kuwait  

 (3) Mecca, Saudi Arabia 

 (4) Dubai, UAE 

 (5) None of these

Q.98.  Who is the King of Saudi Arabia?

 (1) Salman  (2) Mohammad   (3) Ibn Saud 

 (4) Abdullah  (5) None of these

Q.99.  Which of the following volcanoes is in the list of 
UNESCO's World Heritage Sites?

 (1) Mount Meager massif 

 (2) Mount Washington  

 (3) Mount Hasan 

 (4) Mount Etna 

 (5) None of these

Q.100.  Imran Tahir Becomes Second South African 
Spinner to Play 100 One Day Internationals. He 
belongs to which country?

 (1) Russia (2) South Africa (3) Netherland

 (4) USA (5) None of these

Q.101.  Comptroller and Auditor General of India Rajiv 
Mehrishi has been elected as external auditor of 
the World Health Organization (WHO) for how 
many years?

 (1) Nine years (2) Five years (3) Four years

 (4) Eight years (5) None of these

Q.102.  According to a report by IHS Markit, which 
country will overtake the UK to become the 
world's fifth largest economy this year?

 (1) India (2) Russia (3) China

 (4) Uk (5) None of these

Q.103.  AAI partnered with _________ to develop an air 
traffic management roadmap.

 (1) Airbus 

 (2) Boeing  

 (3) Raytheon 

 (4) Rolls Royce Aerospace & Defence 

 (5) None of these

Q.104.  _________ is specially designed for International 
Day of Yoga (IDY) to record and show Yoga 
events across the world.

 (1) Yoga Locator  

 (2) Bhuvan App  

 (3) Exercise-yoga App 

 (4) Both A & B 

 (5) None of these

Q.105.  Which State has announced plans free rides for 
women in metro and buses?

 (1) Delhi  (2) Maharashtra   (3) Telangana 

 (4) Tamil Nadu  (5) None of these

Q.106.  Mahindra Susten partners with ________ for solar 
power generation.

Sunil Chhetri became the most capped India player surpassing Bhaichung Bhutia's 107 international 
matches.
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 (1) Mitsui & Co. Ltd 
 (2) Abengoa Solar  
 (3) Sereno Solar
 (4) Redhawk Energy Systems Ltd 
 (5) None of these
Q.107.  Which High Court declared all animals in the state 

to be ‘legal persons’?
 (1) Gujarat High Court 
 (2) Punjab and Haryana High Court  
 (3) Bombay High Court 
 (4) Calcutta High Court 
 (5) None of these
Q.108.  Indian Navy's ___ carrying out surveillance sorties 

in Gulf of Aden.
 (1) P8I   (2) S71   (3) P61 
 (4) P15  (5) None of these
Q.109.  How many locomotives did Indian Railways 

ordered from BHEL?
 (1) 25   (2) 18    (3) 24  
 (4) 28  (5) None of these
Q.110.  Who won ITF Men’s Future Tennis Title?
 (1) Siddharth Rawat  (2) Suresh Krishna   
 (3) Andy Roddick   (4) Margaret Court 
 (5) None of these
Q.111.  What is the rank of India out of 129 countries 

in a new index that measures global gender 
equality looking at aspects such as poverty, health, 
education, literacy, political representation and 
equality at the workplace?

 (1) 87th (2) 95th (3) 100th
 (4) 121st (5) None of these
Q.112.  Who is appointed as the chief of India 

Meteorological Department (IMD)?
 (1) Mrutyunjay Mohapatra
 (2) Arvind Saxena
 (3) Nageswara Rao
 (4) Sunil Arora 
 (5) None of these
Q.113.  Veteran actress Sheela has been chosen for the 

prestigious J C Daniel Award for outstanding 
contribution to Malayalam cinema. This award is 
given by which of the following state?

 (1) Tripura  (2) Andhra Pradesh

 (3) Kerala  (4) Tamil Nadu

 (5) None of these

Q.114.  The World Bank will provide USD 287 million to 
improve health care in which state?

 (1) Tripura  (2) Andhra Pradesh

 (3) Kerala  (4) Tamil Nadu

 (5) None of these

Q.115.  Dr. Patricia Bath, a pioneering ophthalmologist 
died at the age of 76. She belongs to which 
country?

 (1) India  (2) Russia

 (3) South Africa  (4) USA

 (5) None of these

Q.116.  Which state will host 10th National Science Film 
Festival of India in 2020?

 (1) Tripura   (2) Tamil Nadu

 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Karnataka

 (5) None of these

Q.117.  Which country will host the eighteenth Asian Cup 
in 2023?

 (1) India (2) USA (3) China

 (4) Netherland (5) None of these

Q.118.  Tijjani Muhammad-Bande was elected as President 
of the 74th session of the UN General Assembly. 
He belongs to which country?

 (1) Syria (2) Algeria (3) Nigeria

 (4) Tajikistan (5) None of these

Q.119.  Sundar Pichai and NASDAQ president Adena 
Friedman have been chosen for the prestigious 
Global Leadership Awards 2019. He is associated 
with which of the following organization?

 (1) Infosys (2) Wipro (3) Google

 (4) NASA (5) None of these

Q.120.  Which of the following companies acquired US-
based International TechneGroup Incorporated for 
$45 million (around `312 crore)?

 (1) Infosys (2) Wipro (3) Google

 (4) Accenture (5) None of these

Q.121.  Indian junior women's hockey team clinched the 
Cantor Fitzgerald U-21 International 4-Nations 
title after beating ……….. at Dublin.

China has nominated a former Hong Kong police chief Andy Tsang Wai-hung to lead the UN Office 
on Drugs and Crime.
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 (1) Israel (2) Ireland (3) Iran

 (4) Pakistan (5) None of these

Q.122.  Which country has appointed a former Hong Kong 
police chief Andy Tsang Wai-hung to lead the UN 
Office on Drugs and Crime?

 (1) India (2) Taiwan (3) Japan

 (4) China (5) None of these

Q.123.  Dinyar Contractor passed away at the age of 79. 
He was a famous ………..

 (1) Actor (2) Director (3) Dancer

 (4) Writer (5) None of these

Q.124.  …………. loses to Magnus Carlsen in 
Armageddon.

 (1) Viswanathan Anand 

 (2) Krishnan Sasikran  

 (3) Pentala Harikrishnan 

 (4) Praveen thipsay 

 (5) None of these

Q.125.  Which Metro becomes India's first project to 
receive power from waste-to-energy?

 (1) Mumbai Metro   (2) Kolkata Metro   

 (3) Delhi Metro    (4) Chennai Metro  

 (5) None of these

Q.126.  Which company ties up with Suryoday Small 
Finance Bank for vehicle loans ?

 (1) Reliance Industries  

 (2) Ashok Leyland   

 (3) Larsen and Tourbo Company  

 (4) Bharat Electronics limited 

 (5) None of these

Q.127.  India test fired Brahmos Supersonic Cruise Missile 
from ________________

 (1) Jaisalmer, Rajasthan  

 (2) Chandertal Lake – Himachal Pradesh   

 (3) Mussoorie, Uttarakhand  

 (4) Chandipur, Odisha  

 (5) None of these

Q.128.  External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar embarked 
his first bilateral visit to ______.

 (1) Bangladesh  (2) Bhutan   (3) Nepal 

 (4) Indonesia  (5) None of these

Q.129. Who has been retained as the Vice Chairman of 
NITI Aayog?

 (1) Amitabh Kant  (2) Bibek Debroy  

 (3) Rajiv Kumar   (4) Arvind Panagariya 

 (5) None of these

Q.130. The government underpaid the food subsidy bill 
to Food Corporation of India (FCI) by Rs ______ 
crore in 2018-19.

 (1) 69,394  (2) 74,258   (3) 82,169 

 (4) 57,483  (5) None of these

Q.131. With which country India signed a deal worth 
around Rs 300 crore to buy more than 100 SPICE 
2000 bombs?

 (1) Germany  (2) Russia   (3) Israel 

 (4) Australia  (5) None of these

Q.132. Who took Oath As New CJI Of Delhi High Court

 (1) Justice Suresh Kumar 

 (2) Justice DineshKumar  

 (3) Justice Vikram Kumar 

 (4) Justice Dhirubhai Naranbhai Patel  

 (5) None of these

Q.133. When is the world Ocean day celebrated?

 (1) June 4  (2) June 5   (3) June 7

 (4) June 8  (5) None of these

Q.134. What is the theme of the 2019 World Ocean day?

 (1) Gender and Oceans 

 (2) Oceans & People  

 (3) Clean our Ocean! 

 (4) Our Oceans: greening our future 

 (5) None of these

Q.135. Where was the 7 foot tall statue of Lord Rama 
unveiled?

 (1) Karnataka  (2) Haryana   (3) Telangana 

 (4) Uttar Pradesh  (5) None of these

Q.136. Where is the Shodh Sansthan museum located?

 (1) Ayodhya  (2) Mathura    (3) Dwarka 

 (4) Haridwar  (5) None of these

Renowned scientist and cyclone warning specialist Mrutyunjay Mohapatra has been appointed as the 
chief of India Meteorological Department (IMD).
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Q.137. New species of dung beetle found in ___________

 (1) Taiwang, Arunachal Pradesh 

 (2) Bihar, Patna  

 (3) Goa - Panaji  

 (4) Gujarat, Gandhinagar  

 (5) None of these

Q.138. Who leads Indian delegation to G20 Ministerial 
meeting in Japan?

 (1) Shri Suresh Prabhu 

 (2) Shri Nitin Gadkari  

 (3) Shri Vikram Kumar 

 (4) Shri Piyush Goyal 

 (5) None of these

Q.139. Reserve Bank of India imposed _____ crore 
penalty on Kotak Mahindra Bank

 (1) 2   (2) 5    (3) 8 

 (4) 10  (5) None of these

Q.140.  Who won FIH Hockey Series?

 (1) Japan   (2) Pakistan    (3) China  

 (4) Indonesia  (5) None of these

Q.141.  Which airlines is named as the world's most 
punctual air service for second consecutive time?

 (1) Indian Airlines   (2) Sri Lankan Airlines   

 (3) Qatar Airways   (4) Hainan Airlines 

 (5) None of these

Q.142.  Who is appointed as interim chief of J&K Bank by 
Jammu and Kashmir government?

 (1) Suresh Kumar   (2) Dinesh Yadav   

 (3) RK Chibber    (4) Vikram Sharma 

 (5) None of these

Q.143.  Who is conferred with Maldives highest award 
‘Nishan Izzuddin’?

 (1) Shri Suresh prabhu  

 (2) Shri Nirmala Sitharaman   

 (3) Shri Narendra Modi  

 (4) Shri Chandrasekhara Rao 

 (5) None of these

Q.144.  Who is the Founder of Wipro?

 (1) Ajay Chowdhry  (2) Azim Premji  

 (3) Shiv Nadar   (4) Arjun Malhotra 

 (5) None of these

Q.145.  ________designated as Deputy Chief of Integrated 
Defence Staff (operation)

 (1) PJS Pannu    (2) Suresh Kumar  

 (3) Naresh Singh  (4) Vikram Sinha 

 (5) None of these

Q.146.  __________beats Ireland 1-0 in the final to claim 
U21 four-nation title.

 (1) India   (2) Sri Lanka   (3) Pakistan 

 (4) Indonesia  (5) None of these

Q.147.  Which State launched the ‘Pink Sarathi’ vehicles 
for womens safety?

 (1) Telangana   (2) Karnataka   

 (3) Maharashtra   (4) Tamil Nadu 

 (5) None of these

Q.148.  Girish Karnad passed away at the age of 81. He 
was a famous …….

 (1) Writer (2) Actor (3) Politican

 (4) Both 1 and 2 (5) Both 1 and 3

Q.149.  Team India's Champion All-rounder cricketer 
announced his retirement from all forms of cricket. 
What is the name of this cricketer?

 (1) Mahendra Singh Dhoni

 (2) Virendra Sehwag

 (3) Virat Kohli

 (4) Yuvraj Singh

 (5) None of these

Q.150.  Ashleigh Barty has won the women's singles title 
of French Open by defeating Czech Republic' 
Marketa Vondrousova. She belongs to which 
country?

 (1) France (2) Australia (3) Netherland

 (4) Russia (5) None of these

Q.151.  RBI has slapped a penalty of `2 crore on which 
Bank for not disclosing information on promoter 
shareholding?

 (1) Yes Bank  (2) Kotak Mahindra Bank

 (3) Axis Bank  (4) HDFC Bank

 (5) None of these

Veteran actress Sheela has been chosen for the prestigious J C Daniel Award, the Kerala government's 
highest honour for outstanding contribution to Malayalam cinema.



88

QUIZ TIME GENERAL AWARENESS

MICA  AUGUST 2019

Q.152.  Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred 
with the highest civilian award, the Order of the 
Distinguished Rule of Izzudeen of which country?

 (1) Maldives  (2) Iran 

 (3) Afghanistan  (4) India

 (5) None of these

Q.153.  Canada to ban single use plastics from ……………

 (1) 2021  (2) 2022   (3) 2025 

 (4) 2023  (5) None of these

Q.154.  India's First Dinosaur Museum Park inaugurated 
in which state?

 (1) Andhra Pradesh   (2) Gujarat   

 (3) West Bengal   (4) Tamil Nadu 

 (5) None of these

Q.155.  Who won Canadian Grand Prix 2019?

 (1) Sebastian Vettel   (2) Alain Prost   

 (3) Lewis Hamilton   (4) Jackie Stewart 

 (5) None of these

Q.156.  Tata Consultancy Services surpassed which 
industry to become the most valued firm by market 
valuation?

 (1) Reliance (2) Aditya Birla (3) ITC

 (4) Ericsson (5) None of these

Q.157.  Which country has been designated as the Guest 
of Honour at the 33rd Guadalajara International 
Book Fair to be held in Mexico. This book fair will 
be organised from November 30 - December 8?

 (1) Russia (2) UAE (3) India

 (4) USA (5) None of these

Q.158.  Who attended the meeting of Council of Heads of 
State (CHS) of Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) in Bishkek on June 13-14, 2019 from India?

 (1) President of India

 (2) Prime Minister of India

 (3) Home Minister of India

 (4) Speaker of Loksabha

 (5) None of these

Q.159.  When World Day Against Child Labour observed ?

 (1) June 12   (2) May 10    (3) April 6  

 (4) March 6   (5) None of these

Q.160.  Where is the headquarters of ICAT?

 (1) Manesar   (2) Chennai   (3) Mysore 

 (4) Trivandrum  (5) None of these

Q.161.  Where is the headquarters of Amazon?

 (1) Seattle, Washington, U.S.  

 (2) Lagos, Africa  

 (3) Mumbai, India 

 (4) Taiwan, China 

 (5) None of these

Q.162.  Who is appointed as pro-tem speaker of Lok 
Sabha?

 (1) Suresh Yadav   (2) Vikram Sharma   

 (3) Virendra Kumar   (4) Vignesh Raj 

 (5) None of these

Q.163.  Which company clinches top spot in the world's 
most valuable brand ranking?

 (1) Amazon   (2) Flipkart    (3) Samsung  

 (4) Apple  (5) None of these

Q.164.  Which cricketer is the sole Indian in the Forbes 
2019 list of world's highest-paid athletes?

 (1) Mahendra Singh Dhoni

 (2) Virat Kohli

 (3) Rishbh Pant

 (4) Jaspreet Bumrah

 (5) None of these

Q.165.  Third Youth Men's and Women's National Boxing 
Championship held in which state?

 (1) Uttar Pradesh  (2) Rajasthan

 (3) Uttarakhand  (4) Madhya Pradesh

 (5) None of these

Q.166.  Which country has appointed Sun Weidong, as its 
new envoy to India?

 (1) Taiwan (2) Japan (3) China

 (4) Russia (5) None of these

Q.167.  Central government extended the_____ aid to 
Nepal for Rebuilding Earthquake-hit Houses

 (1) 1.6 millions  (2) 2.5 million (3) 3.8 million

 (4) 4.6 million (5) None of these

The World Bank will provide USD 287 million to improve health care in Tamil Nadu.
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Q.168.  Bishkek is the capital of which country?

 (1) Kazakhstan  (2) Kyrgyzstan

 (3) Afghanistan  (4) Mongolia

 (5) None of these

Q.169.  The Indian Navy is hosting a Maritime Information 
Sharing Workshop 2019 in which city?

 (1) Gurugram (2) Noida (3) New Delhi

 (4) Mumbai (5) None of these

Q.170.  Which actress is selected for Danny Kaye 
Humanitarian Award by United Nations 
International Children’s Fund’s (UNICEF)?

 (1) Deepika Padukone (2) Priyanka Chopra

 (3) Vidya Balan  (4) Katrina Kaif

 (5) None of these

Q.171.  The UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Press Freedom 
Prize 2019 was awarded to Reuters reporters Wa 
Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo for reporting on alleged 
human rights violations in which country?

 (1) Myanmar (2) Syria (3) Libya

 (4) Sudan (5) None of these

Q.172.  Which Indian boxer clinched gold in Boxing 
World Cup in 54 kg?

 (1) Sakshi Chaudhary 

 (2) Pinki Rani

 (3) Pwilao Basumatary

 (4) Meena Kumari Maisnam

 (5) None of these

Q.173.  Sri Lanka has launched its first satellite. What is it 
called?

 (1) Raavana 1  (2) Colombo X 

 (3) Kataragama  (4) Vibhishana

 (5) None of these

Q.174. Reserve Bank of India imposed _____ crore 
penalty on Kotak Mahindra Bank

 (1) 2   (2) 5    (3) 8 

 (4) 10  (5) None of these

Q.175. By which name Facebook unveiled its cryptocurrency?

 (1) Ripple  (2) Libra   (3) Ethereum 

 (4) Cardano   (5) None of these
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Q.31.(1) Q.32.(2) Q.33.(3) Q.34.(2) Q.35.(1) Q.36.(2) Q.37.(1) Q.38.(2) Q.39.(1) Q.40.(3)

Q.41.(2) Q.42.(1) Q.43.(2) Q.44.(2) Q.45.(3) Q.46.(2) Q.47.(2) Q.48.(1) Q.49.(3) Q.50.(2)
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Q.1.  IFSC code consists of______ alpha numeric code.
 (1) 14 digits (2) 11 digits  (3) 07 digits
 (4) 09 digits (5) 12 digits
Q.2.  When money is lent, or borrowed for one day or on 

overnight basis it is known as____________.
 (1) Term Money  (2) Notice Money
 (3) Call Money   (4) Call in Advance
 (5) None of these
Q.3.  When money is lent, or borrowed for between 2 

days and 14 days it is known as_____________.
 (1) Term Money  (2) Notice Money
 (3) Call Money   (4) Call in Advance
 (5) None of these
Q.4.  When money is lent, or borrowed for a period of 

more than 14 days, it is known as___________.
 (1) Term Money  (2) Notice Money
 (3) Call Money   (4) Call in Advance
 (5) None of these
Q.5.  What is the validity period of Cheque?
 (1) 3 Months   (2) 6 Months
 (3) 2 Months   (4) 4 Months
 (5) None of these
Q.6.  Treasury Bills and Certificate of Deposit are 

considered as the ___ instruments.
 (1) Capital Market  (2) Money Market
 (3) Fiscal Policy  (4) Monetary Policy
 (5) None of these
Q.7.  What is the upper limit in Public Provident Fund (PPF)?
 (1) 2.5 lakh (2) 1.0 lakh  (3) 2.0 lakh
 (4) 0.5 lakh (5) None of these
Q.8.  What is the time limit for an asset or loan to be 

declared as Non-Performing Asset?
 (1) 60 Days (2) 45 Days  (3) 90 Days
 (4) 180 Days (5) None of these
Q.9.  What is the maximum deposit amount insured by 

the DICGC?
 (1) 3,00,000 (2) 2,00,000  (3) 1,00,000
 (4) 4,00,000 (5) None of these

Q.10.  What is the Full form of EFT?
 (1) Electric Fund Transfer
 (2) Electronic Funding Transfer
 (3) Electronic Foreign Transfer
 (4) Electronic Fund Transfer
 (5) None of these
Q.11.  With which Bank India has signed a Loan Agreement 

for USD 100 Million for “Shared Infrastructure for 
Solar Parks Project”?

 (1) IMF  (2) World Bank  (3) ADB
 (4) NDB  (5) AIIB
Q.12. First India-Myanmar Bilateral Military Exercise 

2017 (IMBAX 2017) was held at the Umroi Joint 
Training Node in___________.

 (1) Meghalaya (2) Kerala  (3) Tamilnadu
 (4) Manipur (5) Mizoram
Q.13.  Who has been re-elected to the International Court 

of Justice (ICJ)?
 (1) Antonio Costa (2) Matthew Rycroft
 (3) Dalveer Bhandari (4) Christopher Greenwood
 (5) Chris Hugo
Q.14. Who has been appointed as the Director General of 

Doordarshan News?
 (1) Ram Narayan  (2) Surya Prakash
 (3) Ghanshyam Goel  (4) Ira Joshi
 (5) Veena Jain
Q.15.  Who has been conferred the UNICEF celebrity 

advocate status for child rights?
 (1) Sushmita Sen  (2) Aishwarya Rai
 (3) Rani Mukerji  (4) Karisma Kapoor
 (5) Trisha Krishnan
Q.16.  Who has been appointed as a UNAIDS Special 

Ambassador for Adolescents and HIV?
 (1) Rahat Abdool Karim
 (2) Quarraisha Abdool Karim
 (3) Rehman Abdool Karim
 (4) Salim Abdool Karim
 (5) Sakil Abdool Karim

Johanna Konta became the first British woman in 36 years to reach the Roland Garros semi-finals 
when she swept past Sloane Stephens of the United States.
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Q.17.  Who has been named the world's highest-paid 
woman in music in 2017 by Forbes?

 (1) Jennifer Lopez  (2) Celine Dion
 (3) Beyonce   (4) Adele
 (5) Taylor Swift
Q.18.  What is Rank of India in IMD's World Talent list?
 (1) 52 (2) 51  (3) 53  (4) 54 (5) 55
Q.19.  With which country India has signed an agreement 

to implement the general declaration for visa free 
entry of the crew of chartered and scheduled flights 
between the two countries?

 (1) Armenia (2) Albania  (3) Samoa
 (4) Romania (5) Russia
Q.20.  NASA has successfully tested a supersonic 

landing parachute that will be deployed in its Mars 
rover mission set to launch in 2020.Where is the 
Headquarter of NASA?

 (1) Washington, D.C. (2) Franklin (3) New York 
 (4) Clinton  (5) Greenville
Q.21.  Fixed Deposit (FD) Account may be opened for a 

minimum period of__________.
 (1) 6 Month (2) 1 Month  (3) 14 Days
 (4) 7 Days (5) None of these
Q.22.  Banks have converted all ‘no - frills' accounts’ 

into_______.
 (1) Basic Savings Bank Deposit Assets
 (2) Basic Savings Bank Deposit Accounts
 (3) Banking Savings Bank Deposit Accounts
 (4) Bitcoin Savings Bank Deposit Accounts
 (5) None of these
Q.23.  How much overdraft facility is provided in 'Pradhan 

Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana'?
 (1) 3,000  (2) 1,000  (3) 4,000
 (4) 5,000  (5) None of these
Q.24.  What is the full form of CBS?
 (1) Core Banking Solution
 (2) Core Bank Solution
 (3) Core Banking Service
 (4) Core Banking Scheme
 (5) None of these
Q.25.  What is the full form of CRAR?
 (1) Currency to Risk Weighted Amount Ratio

 (2) Capital to Risk Weighted Assets Ratio
 (3) Capital to Risk Weighted Amount Ratio
 (4) Currency to Risk Weighted Assets Ratio
 (5) None of these
Q.26.  What is the minimum paid-up capital requirement 

of Small Finance Banks and Payments Banks in 
India?

 (1) 150 crore (2) 500 crore  (3) 100 crore
 (4) 200 crore (5) None of these
Q.27.  RBI extended the timeline for full implementation 

of Basel III norms till____________.
  (1) 31 March 2019  (2) 31 March 2021
 (3) 31 March 2020  (4) 31 March 2018
 (5) None of these
Q.28.  Who is the appellate authority in Banking 

Ombudsman?
 (1) Deputy Governor of RBI
 (2) Governor of RBI
 (3) Finance Secretary
 (4) Finance Minister
 (5) None of these
Q.29.  ATMs or Cash dispensing machine which are owned 

and operated by Non-Banking Financial Companies 
are called ____________.

 (1) Red Label ATMs   (2) Green Label ATMs
 (3) Brown Label ATMs (4) White Label ATMs
 (5) None of these
Q.30. Minimum capital requirement for new banks in 

private sector is________.
 (1) 100 crore (2) 300 crore  (3) 400 crore
 (4) 500 crore (5) None of these
Q.31.  Where is the Headquarter of Allahabad Bank?
 (1) Kolkata (2) Hyderabad (3) New Delhi
 (4) Lucknow (5) None of these
Q.32.  What is capital Cuba?
 (1) Helsinki (2) Wellington (3) Khartoum
 (4) Havana (5) Addis Ababa
Q.33.  What is Currency of Albania?
 (1) Lek  (2) Dinar  (3) Dollar
 (4) Peso  (5) Euro
Q.34. Ravi Shankar Prasad is the union minister of 

_________.

Nigeria's Ambassador to the United Nations Tijjani Muhammad-Bande was elected as President of 
the 74th session of the UN General Assembly.
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 (1) Ministry of Railways  
 (2) Ministry of Law & Justice
 (3) Ministry of Statistics and Programme
 (4) Ministry of Civil Aviation
 (5) Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Q.35.  In which of the following State, Srisailam Dam is 

situated?
 (1) Kerala (2) Odisha  (3) Telangana
 (4) Karnataka (5) Madhya Pradesh
Q.36.  K. Chandrasekhar Rao is present Chief Minister of 

which of the following Indian state?
 (1) Karnataka  (2) Tamil Nadu 
 (3) Andhra Pradesh (4) Telangana 
 (5) Maharashtra
Q.37.  Bihu is the popular folk dance of which of the 

following Indian state?
 (1) Odisha (2) Assam  (3) Uttar Pradesh
 (4) Karnataka (5) Telangana
Q.38.  Head Quarter of OPEC is situated in___________.
 (1) Geneva (2) New York  (3) Paris
 (4) Vienna (5) Singapore
Q.39.  Tagline of Union Bank of India is____.
 (1) Your tech friendly friend
 (2) Trusted family bank
 (3) Prosperity for all
 (4) Good People to bank with
 (5) Honour your Trust
Q.40.  Luanda is the capital city of__________.
 (1) Ghana  (2) Mali  (3) Algeria
 (4) Angola (5) Rwanda
Q.41.  Which Bank has approved USD 400 Million loans 

for Infrastructure and sustainable development 
projects in India and Russia?

 (1) IMF  (2) World Bank (3) AIIB
 (4) NDB  (5) ADB
Q.42. In which City NASSCOM will host the World 

Congress on Information Technology (WCIT)?
 (1) Hyderabad (2) New Delhi  (3) Bhopal
 (4) Dehradun (5) GandhiNagar
Q.43.  Who has been honoured with Big Little Book Award?

 (1) Nabaneeta Dev Sen (2) Subodh Ghosh
 (3) Girish Chandra  (4) Rakesh Mitra
 (5) Madhusudan Kumar
Q.44.  What is the Rank of India in World Economic 

Forum's list of most trusted governments?
 (1) 6th (2) 2nd      (3) 3rd    (4) 4th       (5) 5th
Q.45.  With which Payment Bank Hike has tied up to 

power its mobile wallet?
 (1) FINO PayTech (2) Reliance (3) IPPB
 (4) Airtel   (5) Paytm
Q.46. Which Bank has launched "Pattabhi Sitaramayya 

— Self Business Group (PS-SBG)" a new 
scheme for self-help groups (SHGs) to encourage 
entrepreneurship?

 (1) SBI  (2) Andhra Bank  (3) IDBI
 (4) HDFC (5) ICICI
Q.47.  Aditya-L1, India's maiden mission to the Sun, will 

be launched in ___________ from Sriharikota in 
Andhra Pradesh.

 (1) 2019  (2) 2020 (3) 2021
 (4) 2024  (5) 2029
Q.48. Who has been awarded with the Youth Icon of 

NextGen of Indian Cinema at the 48th International 
Film Festival of India (IFFI)?

 (1) Manushi Chhillar (2) Shraddha Kapoor
 (3) Sonakshi Sinha (4) Janhvi Kapoor
 (5) Sonam Kapoor
Q.49. Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council has formed 

the committee to suggest ways for simplification 
of the returns filing process. Who will head this 
committee?

 (1) Subhash Ramrao
 (2) Ajay Bhushan Pandey
 (3) Hasmukh Adhia
 (4) Ashok Lavasa
 (5) Rakesh Kumar
Q.50.  India has successfully test-fired the supersonic 

BrahMos supersonic cruise missile from Indian 
Navy ________ fighter aircraft for the first time.

 (1) Sukhoi-29 MKI (2) Sukhoi-30 MKI
 (3) Sukhoi-35 MKI (4) Sukhoi-31 MKI 
 (5) Sukhoi-32 MKI

Tripura will host 10th National Science Film Festival of India in 2020.
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Q.51-60. Read the following passage carefully and 
answer the questions given below it.

  Globalisation means something which covers or 
relates the whole world instead of being confined 
to a particular country. With the development 
of modern science and technology, whole world 
has been closely united as a global village. What 
happens in one country has its impact on others. 
We are using the term internationalism as a political 
process. This process highlights increasing political, 
social, economic and cultural relations among 
various nations of the world. Now globalisation 
is advocated as a process aimed at integrating the 
whole world system. It implies the integration of a 
nation’s economy with the world economic system.

  Globalisation means different things to different 
people. Economists consider it as a step towards 
a fully integrated world market. Some political 
scientists view it as a march away from the 
conventionally defined concept of the state. The 
sovereignty of the state is challenged with the 
emergence of non-governmental power players in 
the world order. Globalisation is not an event, rather 
a process which originated with the liberalisation 
and privatisation of the economic sectors. It aims 
for the establishment of a borderless world.

  Nations having socialistic economic system and 
mixed economy failed to achieve targeted economic 
growth. In 1980s, public sectors faced loss due 
to bureaucratic inefficiency, red-tapism, political 
interference, corruption and irresponsibility of the 
managing authority. Where there is ‘monopoly’ there 
is inefficiency due to lack of competition. Public 
sectors thus, failed to produce profitable results and 
created massive financial loss. There was price rise, 
capital crunch, lack of technical know-how and slow 
pace in economic growth. The situation demanded 
Soviet Russia to initiate economic reforms through 
“Perestroika”. More or less, India faced the same 
situation. To overcome the situation, Rao government 
adopted the new economic policy of liberalisation 
and privatisement.

  Before 1970s, industrially develop western countries 
faced economic crisis. Economic depression 
lowered down the profit of big industries. Instead of 
depending on their own market, the entrepreneurs 
wanted to expand their business in other countries 
of the world. While these western companies were 
in search of market in different parts of the world, 

socialistic states wanted them in the privatisation 
process of public sectors. Undeveloped third world 
countries also realized the need of foreign capital 
and technical knowhow for their economic growth. 
The process of economic liberalisation began as 
a precondition of globalisation. Thus, capital, 
technical knowledge, labour, profit, managerial skill 
etc. move from one nation to another cutting across 
the territorial limitation with the primary goal of 
expanding trade and business.

  Globalisation, as a negative process, stands for 
the abolition of protective economic policies 
which were previously adopted in the national 
interest. Governments had created trade barriers 
by increasing the rate of tariff and through the 
imposition of restrictions on import of foreign 
goods. Globalisation stands for the elimination of 
such negative barriers for the free flow of goods 
and capital. Positively speaking, globalisation 
encourages free world trade, free enterprise and 
market forces. It advocates for the process of 
integrating the domestic economy with the world 
economy through increased collaborations among 
the entrepreneurs. In this process, they can have 
access to more capital flows, technical knowhow, 
cheaper imports and larger export markets. India 
became independent as one of the poorest countries 
of the world. The British colonial rule had destroyed 
the self-sufficient agrarian economy. 

Q.51. With the development of modern science and 
technology, whole world has been closely united as-

 (A) A global village  (B) A fanciful town
 (C) A united country
 (1) Only (A)   (2) Only (B)
 (3) Only (C)  (4) Only (A) and (B)
 (5) All (A),(B) and (C)
Q.52.  What is meant by the word 'globalisation' according 

to the passage?        
 (A)  It means a general statement or concept 

obtained by inference from specific cases.
 (B)  It means something which covers or relates 

the whole world instead of being confined to a 
particular country.

 (C)  It means the changing of something from private 
to state ownership or control. the organization 
of a nation on the basis of communism. 

According to a report by IHS Markit, India will overtake the UK to become the world's fifth largest 
economy this year.

GENERAL ENGLISH 
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 (1) Only (A)   (2) Only (B)  
 (3) Only (A) and (B) (4) Only (B) and (C)
 (5) All (A),(B) and (C)
Q.53.  What does the term internationalism as a political 

process highlight?
 (A)  It highlights a process by which an individual 

or group comes to adopt increasingly extreme 
political and social aspirations.

 (B) It highlights increasing political, social, 
economic and cultural relations among various 
nations of the world.

 (C)  It highlights the stage of human social 
development and organization which is 
considered most advanced.

 (1) Only (A)   (2) Only (B) 
 (3) Only (A) and (B) (4) Only (B) and (C)
 (5) All (A),(B) and (C)
Q.54.  Which of the following statements is/are true 

according to the passage?
 (A)  The sovereignty of the state is challenged with 

the emergence of non-governmental power 
players in the world order. 

 (B)  Globalisation is not an event, rather a process 
which originated with the liberalisation and 
privatisation of the economic sectors. 

 (C)  Globalisation aims for the establishment of a 
borderless world.

 (D)  Nations having socialistic economic system 
and mixed economy failed to achieve targeted 
economic growth.

 (1) Only (A)   (2) Only (B) 
 (3) Only (A) and (B) (4) Only (B) and (C)
 (5) All (A),(B),(C) and(D)
Q.55.  Which of the following is/are encouraged by 

globalisation?
 (A) free world trade (B) free enterprise
 (C) market forces
 (1) Only (A)   (2) Only (B) 
 (3) Only (A) and (B) (4) Only (B) and (C)
 (5) All (A),(B) and (C)
Q.56.  Why did public sectors face the loss in 1980s?

 (A) Because of bureaucratic inefficiency and 
red-tapism.

 (B)  Because of political interference and 
corruption.

 (C) Because of irresponsibility of the managing 
authority.

 (1) Only (A)   (2) Only (B) 

 (3) Only (A) and (B) (4) Only (B) and (C)

 (5) All (A),(B) and (C) 

Q.57.  What did then government do to overcome the 
situation, as per the given passage?

 (A)  The government adopted the new economic 
policy of liberalisation and privatisement.

 (B)  The government adopted the economic 
liberalisation that began as a precondition of 
globalisation.

 (C)  The government created the trade barriers.
 (1) Only (A)   (2) Only (B)  
 (3) Only (C)  (4) Only (A) and (B)
 (5) Only (B) and (C)
Q.58.  What does Globalisation, as a negative process, 

stand for according to the passage?
 (A)  It stands for lack of technical know-how and 

slow pace in economic growth.
 (B)  It stands for the situation demanded by Soviet 

Russia to initiate economic reforms through 
“Perestroika”.

 (C)  It stands for the abolition of protective 
economic policies which were previously 
adopted in the national interest.

 (1) Only (A)   (2) Only (B)  
 (3) Only (C)  (4) Only (A) and (B)
 (5) All (A),(B) and (C)
Q.59.  What does the word ‘Globalisation’ encourage as 

mentioned in the passage?
 (A)  Globalisation encourages free world trade
 (B)  Globalisation encourages free enterprise and 

market forces.
 (C)  Globalisation encourages the process of 

integrating the domestic economy with the 
world economy.

 (1) Only (A)   (2) Only (B)
 (3) Only (C)  (4) Only (A) and (B)
 (5) All (A),(B) and (C)

Ajit Doval has been appointed as the National Security Advisor (NSA) for a second consecutive 
term.
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Q.60.  Which of the following statements is/are Not True 
in context of the passage?

 (1)  India became independent as one of the poorest 
countries of the world. 

 (2)  The British colonial rule had destroyed the self-
sufficient agrarian economy. 

 (3)  Through increased collaborations among the 
entrepreneurs. In this process, they can have 
access to more capital flows, technical knowhow, 
cheaper imports and larger export markets.

 (4)  The process of economic liberalisation began 
as a precondition of globalisation.

 (5)  The western companies were in search of 
business locations in different parts of the 
world.

Q.61-62. In each of the following sentences there is a blank 
space given. Below each five words have been 
denoted by numbers (1) ,(2) ,(3) ,(4) and (5) . Find 
out which word can be filled up in the blank to make 
the sentence meaningfully complete.

Q.61. Each and every candidate has to poll minimum 
number of votes in order to shun ____ of his security.

 (1) penalty    (2) cancellation   (3) forefeiture   
 (4) loss        (5) bail
Q.62.  After the severe accident his movements are ____ 

restricted.
 (1) entirely       (2) nowhere        (3) not       
 (4) slightly      (5) firm   
Q.63-65. In each sentence given below four words 

have been printed in bold which are numbered 
(1), (2), (3) and (4) . One of these words may be 
wrongly spelt or inappropriate in the context 
of the sentence. Find out the wrongly spelt or 
inappropriate word. The number of that word is 
the answer. If all the words are correctly spelt and 
are appropriate the answer is (5) i.e. "All correct".

Q.63. Unless efforts are made and the population growth 
stabilises environmentalists predict a world wide 
starving by 2020 A.D. 

 (1) efforts  (2) growth  (3) predict 
 (4) starving (5) all correct
Q.64.  All the people are supposed to take of their shoes 

when they enter a place of worship. 
 (1) supposed (2) of   (3) they
 (4) place  (5) all correct

Q.65.  Manu repent two nights with her parents and on 
the third she insisted on accompanying her grand 
mother on her rounds in the city. 

 (1) repent  (2) on   (3) insisted
 (4) rounds (5) all correct
Q.66-70. Rearrange the following sentences (A), (B), 

(C), (D), (E) and (F) in the proper sequence to 
form a meaningful paragraph, then answer the 
questions given below them.

 (A)  Instead of working on making this a reality,
 (B)  The foundation of good education is a good 

teacher.
 (C)  A sound curriculum and empowering culture 

enable the teacher.
 (D)  Some that is merely distracting and
 (E)  A large part of the work done in education is on 

other matters.
 (F)  Some that is counterproductive. 
Q.66.  Which of the following sentences would be the 

FIRST sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A  (2) B  (3) C
 (4) D  (5) None of these
Q.67. Which of the following sentences would be the 

THIRD sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A  (2) B  (3) C
 (4) D  (5) None of these
Q.68.  Which of the following sentences would be the 

LAST sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A  (2) B  (3) D
 (4) F  (5) None of these
Q.69. Which of the following sentences would be the 

FOURTH sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A  (2) C  (3) D
 (4) E  (5) None of these
Q.70. Which of the following sentences would be the 

SECOND sentence after rearrangement?
 (1) A  (2) B  (3) E
 (4) C  (5) None of these
Q.71-76.Read the following passage carefully and 

answer the questions given below it.
 That there is something supremely banal 

and dangerous about populism is fairly well 
recognized. The cruelties of society are identified, 

Orchha town in Madhya Pradesh has been included in the tentative list of the UNESCO’s world 
heritage sites.
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Private Sector Axis Bank said that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved appointment of 

Rakesh Makhija as the chairman of the bank.

enemies are named and simple solutions are 
presented. In the age of Trump, Brexit and Jeremy 
,much ink has been spent on analysing these 
aspects.  Though protectionism and a hatred for 
the “neoliberal elite” is a common theme, there 
is a wide variety of economic proposals being 
thrown about. While the Brexiteers believe in a 
mythical red-tape-cutting fairy, for the socialist 
Corbynistas there is nothing that cannot be 
fixed by nationalization and public investment 
financed by printing money—so-called People’s 
Quantitative Easing. Amid all this, the British 
economy has already started to show early signs 
of turning into an emerging market, complete 
with the trinity of populism, a currency crisis and 
a balance of payments headache. 

 In their seminal study of macroeconomics of 
Chilean and Peruvian populism in the early 1970s 
and late 1980s, respectively, identified the typical 
economic cycle of populist expansion.  The initial 
phase of populism is typically characterized by 
strong growth in output, wages and jobs— as 
would happen in the short term after any stimulus 
according to a standard macroeconomic model. 
While a standard model would also predict inflation, 
good old price controls, imports and inventory 
depletion are generally enough to deal with it for 
the time being.

 Then the bottlenecks and capacity constraints start to 
bite. Price controls mean supply does not respond to 
increased demand, while a lack of foreign exchange 
for imports and inventories starts to bite.

 An underground economy comes up to get around 
price controls. The government gets desperate and 
starts raising prices and/or devalues the currency. 
Wages are also raised to preserve real incomes. The 
fiscal deficit balloons to pay for the wage hikes and 
subsidies.

 Confidence falls and people start panicking. Not 
only does international capital starts to exit, but 
those with the means start taking their savings out of 
the country. Since the local currency and prices are 
divorced from reality, people start quoting prices in 
dollars or simply start bartering. With the economy 
in free fall, government revenues also vanish, 
making the fiscal deficit unsustainable. 

 When the moment of truth arrives, the government 
is forced to scale back subsidies, jack up prices 
and depreciate the currency. By this time, the 
revolutionary fervour has all but evaporated—there 

will always be some loyal children of the revolution 
who would never see the light—and society 
descends into a chaos. 

 Anyone with one eye on the headlines coming out of 
Venezuela over the past few years would be familiar 
with the above story. 

Q.71.  For the socialist Corbynistas, what is there that 
cannot be fixed by as per the passage given above?

 A.  Wages are raised to preserve real incomes.
 B.  Public investment financed by printing money—

so-called People’s Quantitative Easing.
 C.  Nationalization.
 (1) Only (A)  (2) Both (A) and (B)
 (3) Only (C)  (4) Both (B) and (C)
 (5) Both(A) and (C)
Q.72. The British economy has already started to show 

early signs of turning into?
 (1) An emerging market.
 (2) A complete with the trinity of populism.
 (3) A currency crisis.
 (4) A balance of payments headache. 
 (5) All (1) ,(2) ,(3) and(4) 
Q.73.  Why do the people start quoting prices in dollars or 

simply start bartering?
 A.  Since Wages are raised to preserve real incomes.
 B.  Since any stimulus according to a standard 

macroeconomic model did not perform well.
 C.  Since the local currency and prices are divorced 

from reality.
 (1) Only (A)  (2) Both (A) and (C)
 (3) Only (C)  (4) Both (B) and (C)
 (5) Both (A) and (B)
Q.74.  What will happen when the moment of truth arrives 

as per the given passage?
 A.  The government is forced to scale back subsidies
 B.  The government is forced to jack up prices
 C.  The government is forced to depreciate the 

currency.
 (1) Both (A) and (B)  (2) Both (B) and (C)
 (3) All (A),(B) and (C) (4) Only (A)
 (5) Only (C)
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Q.75. What will happen by the time, the revolutionary 
fervour has all but evaporated?

 A.  There will always be some loyal children of the 
revolution who would never see the light.

 B.  Society descends into a chaos. 
 C.  Confidence falls and people start panicking.
 D.  International capital will start to exit.
 E.  Those with the means; start taking their savings 

out of the country.
 (1) Only (A)  (2) Both (A) and (B)
 (3) Both (A) and (D) (4) Both (C) and (E)
 (5) All except (D)
Q.76.  What would a standard model predict which 

is generally enough to deal with the prevailing 
situation for the time being?

 A. Inflation  
 B. Good old price controls
 C. Imports  
 D. Inventory depletion
 (1) Only (A)  (2) Both (A) and (D)
 (3) Only (C)  (4) Both (B) and (C)
 (5) All (A),(B),(C) and (D)
Q.77-85. In the following questions sentences are 

divided into three parts i.e.(A),(B) and (C) are 
given, there can be error(s) in one or all parts 
of the sentence, you will have to choose the 
incorrect part(s) of the sentence and mark your 
answer accordingly.

Q.77.  Dubai called in restraint after a country test-
launched(A)/ many ballistic missiles, criticising the 
move but also suggesting other countries along with 
the(B)/ United States were partly to blame.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only B  (3) Both A and C
 (4) Only C (5) No error
Q.78.  India so far has steadfastly refuse to participate 

in the Belt and Road Initiative,(A)/ maintaining 
opposition to China’s investment in CPEC,(B)/ 
which passes through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Both A and C
 (4) Only C (5) No error
Q.79.  Malaysia owes the budget(A)/ two billion euros 

after turning a blind eye(B)/ to a major scam by the 
importers.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Both A and C
 (4) Only C (5) No error
Q.80.  Many a civilian has protested against(A)/ urging the 

government to take action against all those people(B)/ 
which are posting blasphemous content.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Both A and C
 (4) Only C (5) No error
Q.81. NATO warned that it could scale back cooperation 

with security services(A)/ if the government goes 
ahead with plans to transforming its lightly-armed 
security force into(B)/ an army without the required 
constitutional changes.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Both A and C
 (4) Only C (5) No Error
Q.82.  The President inaugurated a spiritual learning centre(A)/ 

and said it would play a vital role in promoting religious 
harmonious(B)/ and tourism in the country.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Both A and C
 (4) Only C (5) No Error
Q.83.  The Centre will soon initiate the process for(A)/ 

standardisation of equipment, data and all other 
parameters(B)/ required to measure purity of air.
(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Both A and C
 (4) Only C (5) No Error
Q.84.  The memorandum called for framing of a national 

policy(A)/ wherein "calibration and certification of 
instruments" can being(B)/ taken up for an clean 
environment, an idea that was accepted by the 
environment minister.(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Both B and C
 (4) Only C (5) No Error
Q.85.  Civilians deserted a battle-scared town, saying 

that they feared(A)/ an imminent army crackdown 
in retaliation(B)/ for a dead raid by ethnic rebels.
(C)

 (1) Only A (2) Only B (3) Both A and C
 (4) Only C (5) No Error
Q.86-90. In the following passage there are blanks each 

of which has been numbered. These numbers are 
printed below the passage and against each five 
words have been suggested, one of which fits the 
blanks appropriately. Find out the appropriate word 
in each case.

Eminent historian and writer Romila Thapar has been elected as a member of the American Philo-
sophical Society (APS).
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 The Securities and Exchange Board of India may 
have exercised the wrong option in its decision to 
allow options trading in commodities. There has 
been pressure from the commodities exchanges 
on the regulator to permit introduction of options, 
ostensibly to help (86) and improve trading 
volumes. Finance Minister had also referred to the 
possible introduction of new derivative products 
in commodities in the last budget speech. Viewed 
strictly from a financial markets perspective, the 
decision is probably (87) as commodities exchanges 
suffer from illiquidity, and options are one way of 
addressing this problem. 

 Given the experience with futures trading where (88) 
and price-rigging led to speculative excesses(SEBI 
had to actually ban new contracts in chana and bar 
select players from castorseed), the impact of the 
introduction of options in essential commodities 
needs to be watched closely. It is hard to see how 
farmers, who are a disaggregated lot and deal in 
small, insignificant quantities of their produce, 
will master the (89) of options trading. For this 
to happen, farmers need to organise themselves 
into producer companies or cooperatives that will 

help them aggregate their produce and glean price 
intelligence. Such (90) will be better placed to 
acquire the technical expertise to trade in derivatives 
compared to the uninformed farmer.

Q.86. Choose the correct option for(86)
 (1) poor  (2) villagers  (3) farmers
 (4) carpenters (5) electricians
Q.87. Choose the correct option for(87)     
 (1) rectified (2) curt  (3) improbable
 (4) justifiable (5) fierced
Q.88. Choose the correct option for(88)
 (1) utility  (2) summing  (3) assumption
 (4) absorption (5) cartelisation
Q.89. Choose the correct option for(89)
 (1) winning (2) shot  (3) nuances
 (4) upheld (5) streaming
Q.90. Choose the correct option for(90)
 (1) funds  (2) organisations (3) measures
 (4) certain (5) deluge

Ashish Ray penned down India's journey in world cup in new book titled "Cricket World Cup -The 
Indian Challenge".

REASONING ABILITY & COMPUTER APTITUDE
Q.91.  Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 Singer X has been nominated for sixth Grammy 

Awards, and his new album is enjoying its eighth 
consecutive week at number one on the charts. It is 
safe to say that Jones is today’s best pop artist.

 Which of the following assumptions is most pivotal 
to this argument?

 (1) Jones’s previous albums were also chart-
toppers. 

 (2) Jones’s next album will outsell his current 
release. 

 (3) Grammy nominations and record sales are 
accurate measures of an artist’s greatness. 

 (4) Jones will win several of the Grammy Awards 
for which he has been nominated. 

 (5) Jones is popular with both fans and music critics.
Q.92.  Study the following information carefully and 

answer the questions given below.
 Of course, the Task Force on Crime is going to 

conclude that crime is on the way up. If they 
conclude it’s on the way down, they would have to 
disband, wouldn’t they?

 Which of the following assumptions is most pivotal 
to this argument?

 (1) The Task Force is more concerned with its own 
existence than with carrying out its mission. 

 (2) The Task Force is led by an adversary of the speaker.
 (3) The speaker was not asked to serve on the Task 

Force. 
 (4) The speaker’s leadership ability will be 

questioned by the findings of the Task Force.
 (5) The Task Force wants to hire more police 

officers and other law enforcement personnel.
Q.93-95. In the questions given below, certain symbols are 

used with the following meaning :
 P – Q means ‘P is sister of Q’.
 P ÷ Q means ‘P is mother Q’.
 P × Q means ‘P is brother of Q’.
 P + Q means ‘P is son of Q’.
Q.93. What is the relation of T with S in equation  
 ‘T × R + V ÷ S’ ? 
 (1) Father  (2) Sister   (3) Aunt 

 (4) Daughter  (5) None of these 
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Q.94. Which of the following means that S is wife of A ?
 (1) A × S + T - V     (2) A ÷ V × T - S 
 (3) A × V × T - S     (4) A ÷ V ÷ T - S 
 (5) None of these 
Q.95. What is the relation of T with V in equation 
 V – A ÷ S × R – T ?
 (1) Aunt   (2) Nephew   (3) Niece 
 (4) Uncle   (5) Can’t be determined
Q.96-100.  A word and number arrangement machine when 

given an input line of words and numbers rearranges 
them following a particular rule. The following is an 
illustration of input and rearrangement.

 Input: aruo 82 43 exam 16 arum loge 74 rope 21 
 Step I: erpo 21 aruo 82 43 exam 16 arum loge 74  
 Step II: elgo 16 erpo 21 aruo 82 43 exam arum 74    
 Step III: xema 82 elgo 16 erpo 21 aruo 43 arum 74   
 Step IV: ramu 43 xema 82 elgo 16 erpo 21 aruo 74   
 Step V: oaur 74 ramu 43 xema 82 elgo 16 erpo 21  
 Step V is the last Step of the arrangement of the 

above input. As per the rules followed in the above 
steps, find out in each of the following questions the 
appropriate steps for the given input, Input for the 
questions given below-

 Input- 54 roll 93 back 87 25 cash seat 64 beat
Q.96. Which of the following would be the Step III?
 (1) achs 54 lrlo 93 tsae 25 87 back 64 beat 
 (2) achs 93 tsae 25 54 back 87 lrlo 64 beat  
  (3) lrlo 93 tsae 54 back 87 cash 64 beat 25 
  (4) lrlo 93 tsae 25 87 cash 64 beat 54 back 
  (5) achs 54 lrlo 93 tsae 25 back 87 64 beat
Q.97. Which word/number would be on 4th position (from 

left) in Step II?            (2 Marks)
 (1) 25   (2) tsae   (3) cash
 (4) 64    (5) lrlo 
Q.98. Which of the following will be the last step of the 

arrangement?
 (1) tbae 93 abkc 87 achs 64 lrlo 54 tsae 25  
 (2) tbae 87 achs 64 abkc 54 lrlo 93 tsae 25    
 (3) abkc 64 achs 54 lrlo 93 tsae 25 87 tbae 
 (4) tbae 87 abkc 64 achs 54 lrlo 93 tsae 25  
 (5) abkc 64 achs 54 lrlo 93 tsae 25 87 beat 

Q.99. In Step IV, which of the following word/number 
would be on 8th position (from right) ?  (2 Marks)

 (1) back   (2) 87    (3) 64
 (4) lrlo     (5) achs 
Q.100. What is the position of ‘54’ in step II?
 (1) Eight from the left  
 (2) Tenth from the left 
 (3) Sixth from the right  
 (4) Eight from the right 
 (5) Seventh from the right 

Q.101-105. Study the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below.

 In a certain code language,
 ‘Arun like Spiderman movie’ is written as ‘@N4, 

$E4, &N9, #E5’
 ‘Ritu loves cricket sport’ is written as ‘%U4, $S5, 

*T7, &T5’
 ‘DRDO launched Mars mission’ is written as ‘$D8, 

#N7, !O4, #S4’

 ‘Normal life language support’ is written as ‘$E4, 
$E8, &T7, >L6’

Q.101. What is the code for the word ‘mission’?
 (1) @M4 (2) %E6  (3) #S4
 (4) @R4  (5) #N7
Q.102. The code ∗T7’ denotes which of the following word?

 (1) Ritu  (2) loves  (3) sport

 (4) cricket (5) None of these

Q.103. The code word of ‘DRDO’ is-

 (1) @R4  (2) !O4  (3) @M4

 (4) #A3  (5) None of these

Q.104. ‘>’ denotes which letter of the given words?

 (1) N  (2) B  (3) A 

 (4) M  (5) I

Q.105. According to the given code word, what will be the 
code for ‘Ritu loves Normal movie’?

 (1) ∗4U, &4E, @5H, %6S

 (2) #U4, ∗L6, $S5, ∗E5

 (3) ∗4U, &4E, #5H, %6S

 (4) %4U, &4E, $5H, %6S

 (5) None of these
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Q.106-110. Study the following information carefully 
and answer the questions given below:

   Eight persons A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are 
sitting around a square table in such a way that four 
of them sit at four corners of the square while four 
sit in the middle of each of the four sides. Those 
who sit at the four corners face outside while those 
who sit in the middle of the sides face the centre of 
the table. Each one of them is travelling by different 
train viz. Agra Express, Andaman Express, Azad 
Hind Express, Chennai Express, Darjeeling Mail, 
Goa Express, Golden Temple Mail and Rajdhani 
Express, but not necessarily in the same order.

   The one who travels in Andaman Express is 
an immediate neighbour of the one who travels 
in Chennai Express. G is neither in Chennai 
Express nor an Andaman Express. Neither G 
nor D travels in Darjeeling Mail. The one who 
travels in Azad Hind Express is third to the right 
of the one who travels in Golden Temple Mail. 
E does not travels in Golden Temple Mail. A sits 
third to the right of F. Two person sits between A 
and C. The one who travels in Rajdhani Express 
is sitting third to the right of C. The one who 
travels in Rajdhani Express is sitting to the 
immediate left of the one who travels in Goa 
Express. B is sitting to the immediate left of H. 
One person sitting between B and the one who 
travels in Darjeeling Mail. B does not travel in 
Rajdhani Express. D is an immediate neighbour 
of G. The one who travels in Chennai Express 
is third to the left of the one who travels in 
Darjeeling Mail. The one who travels in Agra 
express does not sit middle of the side.

Q.106. In which of the following train does D travel?  
 (1) Golden Temple Mail  
 (2) Darjeeling Mail  
 (3) Azad Hind Express  
 (4) Chennai Express  
 (5) Rajdhani Express 
Q.107.  Who amongst the following in Agra Express? 
 (1) C  (2) B   (3) G
 (4) A   (5) H 
Q.108.  What is the position of the person who travels in 

Andaman Express with respect to G?        (2 Marks)
 (1) Third to the left  (2) Third to the right  
 (3) Fourth to the left  (4) Fourth to the right  
 (5) Second to the right  

Q.109. Who sits exactly between the person who travels in 
Goa Express and Golden Temple Mail?   (2 Marks)

 (1) The one who travels in Darjeeling Mail and D
 (2) The one who travels in Andaman Express and  

      Chennai Express  
 (3) The one who travels in Azad Hind Express and A
 (4) The one who travels in Rajdhani Express  
 (5) D and the one who travels in Agra Express 
Q.110.  Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 

based on the above seating arrangement and hence 
form a group. Which one of the following does not 
belong to that group? 

 (1) AB  (2) DH  (3) GE 
 (4) EF  (5) BE
Q.111-115. Study the following information carefully and 

answer the given questions: 
 Five houses lettered P, Q, R, S & T are built in row 

next to each other. The houses are lined up in the 
order P, Q, R, S & T Each of the five houses has a 
colored windows and doors. 

 I.    The doors and windows must be painted 
either green, red, yellow, black or white.

 II.  No house will have the same colored window 
and doors.

 III.  No house can use the same color as that of the 
neighbor’s house.

 IV.  House T has green window.
 V.    House Q has red window and black door 

window.
 VI.  S’s door is not red.
 VII.  P's door is not green.
Q.111. Had the window of house P been white, which among 

the following house would have yellow door?
 (1) P  (2) R  (3) S   (4) T   (5) None of these
Q.112. Which among the following can have green doors?
 (1) P  (2) Q  (3) R   (4) S   (5) None of these
Q.113. If S had yellow door, which among the following 

would have white window?               (2 Marks) 
 (1) S    (2) R     (3) Q 
 (4) P    (5) Can't be determined
Q.114. Which among the following can have the black 

window?
 (1) Q  (2) R  (3) S  (4) T  (5) None of these
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Q.115.  Which among the following can have red door?
 (1) P  (2) T  (3) Q  (4) S  (5) None of these
Q.116-120. Read the following informations to answer 

the given questions:
 Seven people A, B, C, D, E, F and G have an 

interview on seven different days of the same week. 
Starting from Monday and ending on Sunday but 
not necessarily in the same order. Each one of 
them also Likes different banks- Punjab National 
Bank, Indian Bank, Bank of Baroda, Uco Bank, 
Dena Bank, Canara Bank and Union Bank but not 
necessarily in the same order.

 1.  Only four people have their interview between 
E and the one who likes Indian Bank.

  2.  Neither E nor the one who likes Indian Bank has 
an interview on Sunday.

 3.  G has an interview immediately after the one 
who likes Indian Bank.

 4.  Only two people have their interview betwen G 
and A.

  5.  The one who likes Canara Bank has an interview 
on one of the days before A but not on Wednesday.

  6.  Neither E nor G likes Canara Bank. Only two 
people have their interviews between the one 
who likes Canara Bank and the one who likes 
Punjab National Bank.

  7.  The one who likes Union Bank has immediately 
before the one who likes Punjab National Bank.

  8.  The number of people having interview between 
G and the one who likes Union Bank is same as 
that of the number of people between A and the 
one who likes Uco Bank.

  9.  E does not like Uco Bank. Only one person has 
an interview between the one who likes Uco 
Bank and B.

  10.  The one who likes Bank of Baroda has an 
interview immediately after F. C has an 
interview on one of the day after D. 

Q.116. Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 
and so from a group. Which one does not belongs to 
that group?                  (2 Marks)

 (1) B-UCO Bank      
 (2) B-Wednesday  
 (3) Dena Bank-Wednesday 
 (4) Bank of Baroda-Punjab National Bank 
 (5) Tuesday - Indian Bank

Q.117. How many people have their interviews between C 
and D?

 (1) Two    (2) Three    (3) None   
 (4) One    (5) More than three
Q.118. Who has an interview immediately after B?
 (1) G    (2) D     (3) E   
 (4) C    (5) The one who likes Union Bank
Q.119. How many people have their interview after the one 

who likes Dena Bank?                  (2 Marks)
 (1) One   (2) Two   (3) Three  (4) Four   (5) Six
Q.120. Which of the following person Like Dena Bank?
 (1) F  (2) B  (3) E   (4) C  (5) G
Q.121-125. Read the following informations to answer the 

given questions:
 Seven boxes A, B, C, D, E, F and G are kept top to 

bottom. Each box is of different color’s viz. Green, 
Blue, Red, White, Pink, Black and Violet but not 
necessarily in the same order.

 1. Only three boxes are kept between G and Black 
box.

 2. Only two boxes are kept between G and B.
 3. B is kept at one of the position below to Black 

box.
 4. Only one box kept between B and Blue box.
 5. E is kept immediately below the Violet box. E is 

kept above the Black box.
 6. There is only one box between E and Green box. 
 7. E is neither White nor Pink. Only two boxes are 

kept between Red box and F.
 8. C is not the topmost position. C is not Blue box.
 9. Only two boxes are kept between C and A.
Q.121. What is the color of box C?
 (1) Blue (2) Red (3) Pink (4) White (5) Black 
Q.122. What is the color of box G?
 (1) White   (2) Pink    (3) Red 
 (4) Blue    (5) Either White or Pink
Q.123. How many boxes are kept between G and Violet box?
 (1) One     (2) Three    (3) Four 
 (4) Five     (5) None of these 
Q.124.  Which box is of Pink color?
 (1) F      (2) G     (3) A 
 (4) Either G or A   (5) Either F or G. 
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Q.125. Which box is kept top most and lower most?

 (1) D, A     (2) D, G    (3) E, G 

 (4) E, A      (5) B, G

Q.126-130. Study the following informations to answer 
the given questions-

 Six writers of literature P, Q, R, S, T and U are 
being considered here, two of them are born in 
July Month, three in September Month and one 
in  December Month. Two are recognized as 
famous poets, two as story writers and two as 
great dramatists. Each one of them used different 
languages- one person Bengali Language, two 
Hindi Language, two English Language and one 
Sanskrit Language. 

 The writer who is born in December Month wrote 
Poetry and used English Language and the other one 
who uses English Language contributed in Story. 

 Only one person of the person who uses Hindi 
Language and who uses Sanskrit Language is born 
in September Month. 

 The one who uses Bengali Language is born in July 
Month and contributed to Poetry.

 P is born in December Month and Q write Drama. 

 R uses English Language. 

 S uses Hindi Language and is Story writer, born in 
September Month. 

 Q also born in September Month and U contributed 
to Poetry.

Q.126. Which of the two persons are born in month of July?

 (1) P, R   (2) T, S  (3) S, P  (4) P, U   (5) U, T

Q.127. Which of the two persons are great dramatist?

 (1) P, R   (2) U, S  (3) Q, T  (4) Q, S   (5) U, R 

Q.128. Which of the two used Hindi Language?

 (1) S, T   (2) S, P  (3) T, U  (4) Q, T   (5) R, S 

Q.129. Four of the following five are alike in a certain way 
and so form a group. Which one does not belongs to 
that group?

 (1) P – December    (2) U – Poetry 

 (3) S – Hindi         (4) R – September 

 (5) Q - Bengali 

Q.130. The person who uses Sanskrit Language writes 
which literature?

 (1) Poetry  (2) Story  (3) Short Story 

 (4) Drama  (5) None of these  

Q.131-135. Study the following information carefully 
and answer the questions given below:

 Ten persons are sitting in two parallel rows 
containing five persons in each row. In row first 
M, N, O, P and Q are seated and are facing south. 
In row second, U, V, X, Y and Z are seated and 
are facing north. Therefore in the given seating 
arrangement, each member seated in a row faces 
another member of the other row. They like 
different colours Red, Orange, Blue, Brown, 
Black, White, Yellow, Pink, Peach, and Grey (not 
necessarily in the same order).

 O sits second to the left of M. The one who likes 
Red faces one who is an immediate right of the 
person who likes Pink but V and N don’t like Pink. 
Only two people sit between N and P. V and Z are 
immediate neighbours. Neither V nor Z face N 
and M. N who doesn’t like Grey and Peach color. 
The one who faces U likes White. The one who 
faces an immediate neighbour of Y likes brown. 
N doesn’t like Brown and P likes Black. Y sits 
third to the right of U, who likes Yellow. N faces 
immediate neighbour of Y, who likes Orange. The 
one who likes Peach sits at an extreme end. Q 
does not likes Pink. 

Q.131. How many persons are seated between Q and the 
one who likes White?        (2 Marks)

 (1) None  (2) One   (3) Two

 (4) Three  (5) None of these

Q.132.  Who amongst the following faces P?

 (1) U     

 (2) The one who likes Pink

 (3) X

 (4) N

 (5) The one who likes Grey

Q.133.  Which of the following is true regarding X?

 (1) Y and Z are immediate neighbours of X

 (2) X sits at one of the extreme ends of the line.

 (3) X likes Black.

 (4) V sits immediate left of X

 (5) None of these
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Q.134.  Who amongst the following pair sits exactly in the 
middle of the rows?         (2 Marks)

 (1) O, Z     (2) P, Y

 (3) None of these  (4) U, N

 (5) M, V

Q.135.  V likes which of the following colour?

 (1) Brown  (2) Pink  (3) Black

 (4) White  (5) None of these

Q.136-138. These questions are based on following five 
numbers.

 428      289       326       853       248

Q.136. If the given numbers are arranged in decreasing 
order from left to right, which of the following 
will be the third from the right? 

 (1) 428   (2) 853  (3) 289

 (4) 326   (5) 248

Q.137. What will be the resultant if the second highest 
number is divided by 2? 

 (1) 284   (2) 214  (3) 296

 (4) 192   (5) 320

Q.138. What will be the resultant if the second lowest 
number is multiplied by 2? 

 (1) 572   (2) 574  (3) 576

 (4) 578   (5) 580

Q.139-140. Read the following information carefully and 
answer the questions given below :

 Ten members A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I and J have 
given an exam. No two students get same marks.

 1. C always score more than A.

 2. G always score more than H.

 3. A always score more than G.

 4. I always score more than J. 

 5. H always score more than I.

 6. Each time either B score highest and D score 
lowest or alternatively E score highest and F 
or J score lowest.

Q.139. If C is rank 3 and J is rank 10, which of the following 
condition must be true ?

 (1) A is rank 4   (2) G is rank 4  

 (3) H is rank 4    (4) E is rank 1  

 (5) All are true

Q.140. If F is rank 10 then position of J should not be lower 
then the position number ?      (2 Marks)

 (1) Position number 9  

 (2) Position number 8

 (3) Position number 7  

 (4) Position number 5 

 (5) Position number 2

QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE
Q.141-145. Read the following information carefully and 

answer the question asked
 Following table gives information about total items 

produced, percentage of defective items and total sale 
generated in Rs. by selling all non-defective items.
Month Total items produced 

(In hundred)
Percentage of total 

defected items
Total sale made by 

selling non-defective 
items (thousands)

by 
Company  

A

by 
Company 

B

by 
Company 

A

by 
Company 

B

by 
Company 

A

by  
Company  

B

January 12 &&
2

16 %
3

20% 12.5 15

February -- 18 && 25% -- 20

March 10 4.5
1

12 %
2

-- 18 --

April -- 2.4 && -- -- 15

Q.141.  Find the unit price of defective items produced by 
company A in January if the price of  defective item 
is 20% less than that of non defective items?

 (1) Rs.8  (2) Rs.6   (3) Rs.10 
 (4) Rs.12  (5) Can’t be determined
Q.142. If 75% products produced by company B in April 

were defective then find the selling price of a single 
non defective item?

 (1) Rs. 200  (2) Rs. 240  (3) Rs. 250 
 (4) Rs. 300  (5) None of these 
Q.143. Find the average unit price of one unit in March if 

the total sale of A and B together was 28000 Rs? 
(Don’t assume anything by yourself)

 (1) Rs. 17.5   (2) Rs. 15.5  
 (3) Rs. 16.8   (4) Can not be determined
 (5) None of these 
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Q.144. Find the total number of items produced  by 
company B in the month of January if the unit price 
of non defective item is 20% more than that of A?

 (1) Can not be determined  (2) 1000  
 (3) 800    (4) 1250 
 (5) None of these 
Q.145. If the percentage of defective items produced by A in 

april is 16 % and total production is 1250, then find 
the total sale if the selling price per unit is 24 rupees.

 (1) Can not be determined  (2) 24500  
 (3) 23800    (4) 25200  
 (5) None of these
Q.146-150. Study the following graph carefully to 

answer the given questions
 Total downstream distance=200 Kms

 

Friday
26

Monday
24Tuesday

15

Wednesday
15

Thursday
20

Total upstream distance=300 Kms

 

Friday
12

Monday
30

Tuesday
20

Wednesday
24

Thursday
14

Day Speed of boat 
in still water

Speed of 
stream

Monday 5 _
Tuesday _ 6

Wednesday 4 _

Thursday _ 4
Friday 3 _

Q.146.  Find the ratio between the downstream distance 
travelled by boat on Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday together and the upstream 
distance travelled by boat on the same days 
together?

 (1) 15:27 (2) 14:21 (3) 20:27

 (4) 17:24 (5) None of these

Q.147.  Find the difference between the upstream distance 
travelled by boat on Tuesday and Friday together 
and the downstream distance travelled by boat on 
the same days together?

 (1) 12 km. (2) 18 km. (3) 16 km.

 (4) 14 km. (5) None of these

Q.148.  Total downstream distance travelled by boat on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday together is 
approximately what percentage of total upstream 
distance travelled by boat on the same days 
together?

 (1) 65% (2) 38% (3) 49%

 (4) 32% (5) 55%

Q.149.  A boatman rows downstream at 6 kmph on 
Wednesday. Find the time taken by the boat to 
cover upstream distance on the same day?

 (1) 36 hours  (2) 42 hours  (3) 30 hours

 (4) 48 hours  (5) None of these

Q.150.  A boatman rows up stream at 16 kmph on Tuesday. 
Find the approximate time taken by the boat to 
cover downstream distance and upstream distance 
on the same day?

 (1) 3.5 hours  (2) 4.25 hours  (3) 4.75 hours

 (4) 5.25 hours  (5) 3.75 hours 

Q.151-155. Find the value of quantities and state the correct 
relationship.

 (1) Quantity I > Quantity II

 (2) Quantity I < Quantity II

 (3) Quantity I > Quantity II

 (4) Quantity I < Quantity II

 (5) Quantity I = Quantity II or no relation can be 
established

Q.151.  Quantity I: Profit Percentage, if some articles 
were bought at 6 articles for Rs. 5 and sold at 5 
articles for Rs. 6.

 Quantity II: Profit Percentage, if 100 toys are 
bought at the rate of Rs. 350 and sold at the rate of 
Rs. 60 per dozen.
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Q.152.  Quantity I: A man on tour travels first 160 km at 
64 km/hr. and the next 160 km at 80 km/hr. Find 
the average speed of the tour.

 Quantity II: A went from P to Q with the speed of 
60km/hr. and return back with the speed of 90km/
hr. Find the average speed.

Q.153.  Quantity I: The age of P is twelve times that of 
her daughter Q. If the age of Q is 3 years, what is 
the age of P?

 Quantity II: The ratio between the present ages 
of A and B is 2: 3. 4 years ago the ratio between 
their ages was 5:8. What will be A’s age after 7 
years?

Q.154.  Quantity I: The difference between SI and CI 
compounded annually on a certain sum of money for 2 
years at 8% per annum is Rs. 12. 80. Find the principal.

 Quantity II: A sum fetched a total simple interest 
of Rs. 800 at the rate of 8% per annum in 5 years. 
What is the sum?

Q.155.  There are 5 Brown balls, 4 Blue balls & 3 Black 
balls in a bag. Four balls are chosen at random

 Quantity I: The probability of there being 2 
Brown and 2 Blue ball.

 Quantity II: The probability of there being 2 
Brown, 1 Blue & 1 black.

Q.156-160. The question given below contains two 
statements giving certain data. You have to 
decide whether the data given in the statements 
are sufficient for answering the question? Mark 
answer

Q.156. Find the time taken by Rakesh to cross a plateform-
 I-  A train moving with 48 km/h cross a 

platform in 60 seconds.
 II- Rakesh running at 8 km/h opposite in the 

direction of train crosses it in 24 seconds.
 (1)  If statement I alone is sufficient but 

statement II alone is not sufficient. 
 (2)  If statement II alone is sufficient but 

statement I alone is not sufficient. 
 (3)  If each statement alone (either I or II) is 

sufficient. 
 (4)  If statement I and II together are not 

sufficient. 
 (5)  If both statement together are sufficient, 

but neither statement alone is sufficient. 
Q.157. Find in how many days the work will be 

completed if Ragini and Supriya work on it with 
alternate days-

 I- Ragini completes 1/3rd work with 80% 
efficiency in 24 days.

 II- Supriya is 40% more efficient than Ragini.
 (1)  If statement I alone is sufficient but 

statement II alone is not sufficient
 (2)  If statement II alone is sufficient but 

statement I alone is not sufficient
 (3)  If each statement alone (either I or II) is 

sufficient
 (4)  If statement I and II together are not sufficient
 (5)  If both statement together are sufficient, but 

neither statement alone is sufficient
Q.158. Find what amount Sanju will get in a partnership 

with Manjeet -
 I- Sanju invested 12.5% more money than 

Manjeet and he joined the business started 
by Manjeet after 6 months

 II- Difference of investment of Sanju and 
Manjeet was 4500 Rs which was 20% of 
the total profit earned.

 (1)  If statement I alone is sufficient but 
statement II alone is not sufficient. 

 (2)  If statement II alone is sufficient but 
statement I alone is not sufficient

 (3)  If each statement alone (either I or II) is 
sufficient

 (4)  If statement I and II together are not sufficient.
 (5)  If both statement together are sufficient, 

but neither statement alone is sufficient.
Q.159. A number is randomly selected from a group of five 

numbers. Find its probabilty to be a prime number.
 I- Set consist of consecative odd numbers 

whose sum is 35.
 II- All numbers of set are multiple of 5 and 

their sum is 720.
 (1)  If statement I alone is sufficient but 

statement II alone is not sufficient
 (2)  If statement II alone is sufficient but 

statement I alone is not sufficient
 (3)  If each statement alone (either I or II) is 

sufficient
 (4)  If statement I and II together are not 

sufficient
 (5)  If both statement together are sufficient, but 

neither statement alone is sufficient.
Q.160. Find the profit percent of shopkeeper-
 I- On selling 15 articles he gets a profit equals 

to discount given by him on purchase of 30 
articles. 
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 II- He sells item at cost price but uses a false 
weight of 4500 grams instead of 5 Kg.

 (1)  If statement I alone is sufficient but 
statement II alone is not sufficient

 (2) If statement II alone is sufficient but 
statement I alone is not sufficient

 (3) If each statement alone (either I or II) is 
sufficient

 (4)  If statement I and II together are not 
sufficient

 (5)  If both statement together are sufficient, but 
neither statement alone is sufficient

Q.161-165. Read the following information carefully and 
answer the questions asked.

 The table contains data of the number of 
employees working in five companies and 
percentage of male and female employees 
working in their two different departments

Company Employees
Department I Department II

Male Female Male Female

A 400 12 14 9 7
B 650 18 10 12 14
C 500 28 14 4 7
D 550 32 8 6 4
E 300 12 18 3 7

Q.161. If 60% of the employees of company E in 
Department I are postgraduate and 40% of 
the employees of the same company in the 
Department II are postgraduate , then what is the 
percentage of employees who are postgraduate 
in both the departments of company E to the 
total employees of company E?

 (1) 11% (2) 22% (3) 33% (4) 66% (5) CND
Q.162. Find the ratio between the numbers of female 

employees of company B in Department I to the 
number of male employees of company C in 
department II?

 (1) 13:4  (2) 4:1 (3) 3:13 (4) 13:3 (5)CND
Q.163. Total number of Department I employees of 

company A is what percent more than the total 
number of Department II employee in company 
E? 

 (1) 246 
2

3
%   (2) 346

2

3
%  (3) 146

2

3
%  

(4) CND    (5) None of these
Q.164. Find the ratio between male employee in 

Department I of company A and C together to 

female employee of Department II in company 
D and E together? 

 (1) 188 : 43    (2) 43 : 188   (3) 4 : 47
 (4) 47 : 44    (5) Cannot be determined
Q.165. Find the difference between female employees 

of Department I in all companies together 
(excluding company D) and the female 
employees of Department II in all companies 
together (excluding company B)? 

 (1) 134  (2) 137  (3) 139  (4) 140  (5) CND
Q.166-170. Read the following informations carefully and 

answer the questions asked.
 In a school, 110 students are studying together 

in two divisions A and B of class X. The 
students are studying only Hindi, only Sanskrit 
or both Hindi and Sanskrit. The total number of 
students in A and B division are in the ratio of 
5 : 6 respectively and the number of students 
studying only Hindi is 40% of the total number 
of students, in two divisions. Number of 
students studying both subjects in division A is 
30% of the students in that division and is equal 
to the number of students studying only Hindi 
in the same division. The ratio between number 
of students studying only Sanskrit in division A 
and B is 4 : 3 respectively. 

Q.166. What is the number of students studying both 
the subjects in both the divisions together?

 (1) 29     (2) 32     (3) 28  
 (4) 31      (5) None of these 
Q.167. What is the number of students studying only 

Sanskrit in division A?
 (1) 20 (2) 12 (3) 18  (4) 16  (5) None of these
Q.168. The number of students studying both the 

subjects in division B is approximately what 
percent of the total number of students?

 (1) 8    (2) 22 (3) 11  (4) 18  (5) 15 
Q.169. What is the number of students studying 

Sanskrit in division B?
 (1) 32 (2) 31 (3) 36  (4) 34 (5) None of these
Q.170. The number of students studying only Hindi in 

division B is what percent more than the number 
of students studying only Sankrit in division A ?

 (1) 40  (2) 48  (3) 45  (4) 42   (5) None of these
Q.171-175. Study the following graph carefully and answer 

the following questions given below.
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Q.171. What is the difference between number of Girls in 
School A and number of Girls in School B?

 (1) 240 (2) 224 (3) 204
 (4) 195 (5) None of these
Q.172. Girls in School C forms approximately what 

percent of the total number of students in that 
School?

 (1) 42 (2) 56 (3) 61
 (4) 39 (5) 49
Q.173. What is the ratio of Sum of Boys in School D and 

Girls in School E together to the Sum of Girls in 
School D and Boys in School E together is?

 (1) 997:1012 (2) 1000:1011 (3) 999:1012
 (4) 1000:1013 (5) None of these
Q.174. How many number of Boys are there in School F?
 (1) 10468 (2) 11298 (3) 10216
 (4) 11495 (5) None of these
Q.175. In which of the following School least no of Girls 

are present?
 (1) School A  (2) School B (3) School C 
 (4) School D  (5) School E

Q.176. The perimeter of a square is twice the perimeter of 
a rectangle. If the perimeter of the square is 72 cm 
and the length of the rectangle is 12 cm. What is 
the difference between the breadth of the rectangle 
and the side of the square ?

 (1) 9cm (2) 12cm  (3) 16cm (4) 18cm  (5) 6cm
Q.177. 12 men can complete a piece of work in 6 days. 

whereas 10 men and 21 women take three days to 
complete the piece of work. In how many days can 12 
women alone complete the same piece of work?

 (1) 6 days    (2) 8
1

2
 days  (3) 8  days 

 (4) 9 days    (5) 10 
1

2
days 

Q.178. On Thursday speed of boat in still water was 150% 
more than speed of current. Boatman decides to go a 
place 42 km. far and return back taking a total time of 
10 hours. Find the total time taken by the boatman to 
go 20 km. downstream and 14 km upstream.

 (1) 3 hr.       (2) 2 hr. 15 min 
 (3) 5 hr. 20 min   (4) 4 hr.     
 (5) None of these
Q.179. Find the speed of a train which crosses another 

train coming from opposite direction at speed of 
32 km/hr. in 18 seconds. Length of first train is 240 

metre and length of second train is 2
16 %

3
  less 

than the length of first train.
 (1) 60 km/hr.   (2) 56 km/hr.  (3) 48km/hr.
 (4) 45 km/hr.   (5) None of these 
Q.180. A shopkeeper sells an item at 12.5% profit and 

also uses a false weight of 1100 grams instead of 
1200 grams. Find his overall profit percentage 

 (1) 18.75%    (2) 19.25%  (3) 21.45% 
 (4) 22.72%    (5) 22.75% 
Q.181-190. Find the value of variables and state the correct 

relationship between them-
Q.181. x3= -1200 y3 = -1500
 (1) x > y     (2) x > y  
 (3) x < y     (4) x < y 
 (5) x=y or relationship can not be established
Q.182. 2

2

x 10 2x 42 0

y 19 2x 168 0

+ + =

+ + =

 (1) x > y     (2) x > y   
 (3) x < y    (4) x < y 
 (5) x=y or relationship can not be established
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Q.183. x2-76x+1443=0 y2-89y+1950=0
 (1) x > y    (2) x > y 
 (3) x < y    (4) x < y
 (5) x=y or relationship can not be established
Q.184. x2+32x+247=0
 y2+39y+360=0  
 (1) x > y    (2) x > y  
 (3) x < y    (4) x < y 
 (5) x=y or relationship can not be established
Q.185. A vessel contains a mixture of milk and water in 

ratio 4:3. If 14 litres of mixture is taken out and 
replaced with water, the ratio of milk and water  
becomes 3:4. Find the initial quantity of mixture?

 (1) 45 litres   (2) 64 litres   (3) 84 litres  
 (4) 56 litres   (5) None of these 
Q.186. A broker gets a commission of 8% on the sale upto 

Rs. 8000 and a commission of 10% on the sale 
above Rs. 8000. If he returns a sum of Rs. 12310 to 
the company after deducting his commission, what 
was  total sale of the company?

 (1) 13500 Rs  (2) 13800 Rs   (3) 12900 Rs 
 (4) 12500 Rs  (5) None of these 
Q.187. A sum of Rs 2592 was invested in two banks 

first bank offers 2
16 %

3
compound interest of  

compound 
 annually whereas second bank offers a simple 

interest of 1
12 %

2
 .  

 Find the difference of SI and CI of 2 years and 6 
months.

 (1) Rs. 275   (2) Rs. 250    (3) Rs. 264  
 (4) Rs. 279   (5) None of these 
Q.188. A is 30% more efficient than B. B works for 12 days, 

and the remaining work is completed by A alone in 
20 days. In how many days will B, working alone, to 
complete half  of the total work?

 (1) 38 days   (2) 30 days    (3) 23 days  
 (4) 26 days   (5) 19 days 
Q.189. A perfume production company prepares perfume 

by mixing it with water. The new mixture of 340 
litres contains perfume and water in the ratio 27 
: 7. Later, the company decides to further liquefy 
the mixture to form a new mixture containing 
perfume and water in the ratio 3 : 1. How much 
water must they have to add in the previous 
mixture?

 (1) 20 litre    (2) 15 litre    (3) 10 litre   
 (4) 24 litre   (5) 30 litre 
Q.190. Present age of Rahul’s mother is double of his age. 

Rahul’s father is 5 years elder to Rahul’s mother. 
10 years back, the father was 3 times the age of 
Rahul. After 5 years, father’s age will be twice that 
of Rahul. What is the ratio of the present ages of 
Rahul, mother and father?

 (1) 1 : 2 : 11  (2) 5 : 10 : 11   (3) 3 : 8 : 9  
 (4) 5 : 11 : 10  (5) None of these
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EXPLANATION / GENERAL ENGLISH

EXPLANATION / GENERAL/ FINANCIAL AWARENESS

Q.51.(1)   The answer lies in the beginning of the passage.
Q.52.(2)  The answer lies in the beginning of the passage.
Q.53.(2)   The answer lies at last of the first paragraph.
Q.54.(5)  
Q.55.(5)  
Q.56.(5)  The answer lies in the beginning of the third 

paragraph.
Q.57.(1)  The answer lies at last of the third paragraph.
Q.58.(3)  The answer lies in the beginning of the fourth 

paragraph.
Q.59.(4)  The answer lies in the mid of the fourth 

paragraph.
Q.60.(5)   Q.61.(3)  Q.62.(4)
Q.63.(4)  Soln: Replace ‘starving’ with ‘starvation’.
Q.64.(2)  Soln: Replace ‘of’ with ‘off’.

Q.65.(1)  Soln: Replace ‘repent’ with ‘spent’.

Q.66.(2)  Q.67.(1)  Q.68.(4)

Q.69.(4)

Q.70.(4) The correct sequence of the passage is 
‘BCAEDF’ the passage is talking about ‘futile 
efforts in the field of delivering good education”.

Q.71.(4)   The answer lies at last of the first paragraph.

Q.72.(5)  The answer lies at last of the first paragraph.

Q.73.(3)  The answer lies in the mid of the fifth paragraph.

Q.74.(3)  The answer lies in the beginning of the sixth 
paragraph.

Q.75.(2)  The answer lies in the last of the passage.

Q.76.(5)  The answer lies at the last of the paragraph.

Q.77.(1)  In part B: ‘called for’.

Q.78.(1)  In part A: ‘refused’.

Q.79.(5)  
Q.80.(4)  In part C: ‘Who’.
Q.81.(2)  In part B: ‘transform’.
Q.82.(2)  In part B:  ‘harmony’.
Q.83.(5)  No Error
Q.84.(3)  In part B: can be, In part C:  ‘a clean’.
Q.85.(4)  In part C: ‘deadly’
Q.86.(3)
Q.87.(4) For other options 
 Curt(adj)-blunt
 Fierced (adj) - savage
Q.88.(5) For other options
 Absorption (N) - Immersion
Q.89.(3) For other options
 Upheld (V) - Sustained
Q.90.(2) For other options
 Deluge (V)-inundate

EXPLANATION / REASONING ABILITY & COMPUTER APTITUDE

Q.1.(2) Q.2.(3) Q.3.(2) Q.4.(1) Q.5.(1) 
Q.6.(2) Q.7.(2) Q.8.(3) Q.9.(3) Q.10.(4) 
Q.11.(2) Q.12.(1) Q.13.(3) Q.14.(4) Q.15.(5) 
Q.16.(2) Q.17.(3) Q.18.(2) Q.19.(5) Q.20.(1)  
Q.21.(4) Q.22.(2) Q.23.(4) Q.24.(1) Q.25.(2) 

Q.26.(3) Q.27.(1) Q.28.(1) Q.29.(4) Q.30.(4) 
Q.31.(1) Q.32.(4) Q.33.(1) Q.34.(2) Q.35.(3) 
Q.36.(4) Q.37.(2) Q.38.(4) Q.39.(4) Q.40.(4) 
Q.41.(4) Q.42.(1) Q.43.(1) Q.44.(3) Q.45.(4) 
Q.46.(2) Q.47.(1) Q.48.(2) Q.49.(2) Q.50.(2)

Q.91.(3) The unstated assumption that connects the 
premise to the conclusion in this argument is 
that Grammy nominations and record sales 
are accurate measures of an artist’s greatness. 
Obviously, this is a highly debatable assumption, 
but it does provide the necessary link between 
the premise and the conclusion. The success of 
Jones’s previous albums (choice 1) and his next 
album (choice 3) are irrelevant to the conclusion, 

which is focused on his success today. Jones 
may or may not win those Grammy awards 
(choice 4), but that is essentially irrelevant as 
well; it does not logically connect the premise 
to the conclusion. Jones’s popularity with both 
fans and critics (choice 5) is important, but it 
likewise does not provide a logical connection.

Q.92.(1)  This argument assumes that the main concern 
of the Task Force is its own existence. The 
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speaker assumes that the Task Force will present 
findings that would ensure that the Task Force is 
not disbanded. The passage did not identify the 
speaker’s relationship to the leader of the Task 
Force

 (Choice 2) or indicate that the speaker was 
not asked to join the Task Force (choice 3). 
Neither of these assumptions make a logical 
connection between the premise and conclusion 
of the argument. It is possible that the speaker’s 
leadership ability will be questioned by the Task 
Force findings (choice 4) or that the Task Force 
wants to hire more police officers (choice 5), 
but these two assumptions also do not link the 
premise and conclusion.

Q.93.(5)  None of these
 

Q.94.(5)  None of these
Q.95.(5)  Can’t be determined
 

Q.96-100 Input- 54 roll 93 back 87 25 cash seat 64 beat
 Step I - tsae 25 54 roll 93 back 87 cash 64 beat
 Step II - lrlo 93 tsae 25 54 back 87 cash 64 beat
 Step III - achs 54 lrlo 93 tsae 25 back 87 64 beat
 Step IV - abkc 64 achs 54 lrlo 93 tsae 25 87 beat
 Step V - tbae 87 abkc 64 achs 54 lrlo 93 tsae 25 
Note :  1234 4132
 seat tsae
 1234 4132
 roll lrlo
 1234 2143
 cash achs
 1234 2143

 back abkc
 1234 4132
 beat tbae
Q.96.(5)  
Q.97.(1)  
Q.98.(4) 
Q.99.(5) 
Q.100.(3) 
Q.101-105. Here in the code of the word
 (1)  The first element is the symbol that represents 

the first letter of that word.
 A - @ 
 L - $ 
 S - & 
 M - # 
 R - %  
 C - *
 D - ! 
 N - >
 (2) Middle element is a letter that is the last letter 

of the word.
 (3) The last element of the code is number that 

represents the number of letters in each word.
Q.101.(5)   
Q.102.(4)
Q.103.(2)   
Q.104.(1)
Q.105.(5) Ritu = %U4, loves = $S5, Normal = >L6, movie 

= #E5
Q.106-110.

D G
A

B

HF
E

(Golden temple mail)(Chennai Express)
(Agra Express)

(Goa Express)

(Rajdhani Express)(Darjeeling Mail)

(Azad Hindi Express)

(Andaman Express) C
C

Q.106.(4)  Q.107.(4)  Q.108.(5)
Q.109.(3)  Q.110.(2)
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Q.111-115.

Houses Windows Doors

P yellow/white/ green white/yellow/

Q red black

R yellow/white/green yellow/white/green

S red/yellow/white/green yellow / black/white

T Green red/yellow/black/white

Q.111.(1)  Q.112.(3)  Q.113.(5) Q.114.(3) Q.115.(2)
Q.116-120 .

Day Person Interview

Monday E Dena Bank

Tuesday F Canara Bank

Wednesday D Bank of Baroda

Thursday A Union Bank

Friday B Punjab National Bank

Q.116.(5)  Q.117.(1)  Q.118.(4) Q.119.(5) Q.120.(3)

Q.121-125. D- Violet Box 

  E- Red Box

  C- Black Box 

 B- Green Box

 F- Pink/White Box 

 A- Blue Box

 G- Pink/White Box

Q.121.(5)  Black 

Q.122.(5)  Either White or Pink

Q.123.(4)  Five 

Q.124.(5)  Either F or G

Q.125.(2)  D,G

Q.126-130.

P December Poetry English

Q September Drama Sanskrit

R September Story English

S September Story Hindi

T July Drama Hindi

U July Poetry Bengali

Q.126.(5)  U,T Q.127.(3) Q,T Q.128.(1) S,T
Q.129.(5)  Q-Bengali
Q.130.(4)  Drama
Q.131-135.

 

M P O Q N

U V Z Y X

White Black Brown Red Blue

Yellow Grey Pink Orange Peach

Q.131.(3)   Q.132.(5)    Q.133.(2)   Q.134.(1)   Q.135.(5)
Q.136.(4)  428      289       326       853       248
 248      289       326       428       853
Q.137.(2)  428      289       326       853       248
 428÷2 = 214
Q.138.(4)  428      289       326       853       248
 289 ×2 = 578
Q.139.(4)   Q.140.(1) 

EXPLANATION / QUANTITATIVE APTITUDE
Q.141.(3) total number of non defective 

items=1200-16.66% of 1200=1000
total sale=12500

unit cost= 12500
12.5

1000
=

hence required answer= 
80

12.5 10
100

× = Rs.

Q.142.(3) total quantity of non defective items= 25% of 
240=60

 total sale=15000

 hene price of one unit= 
15000

250
60

=

Q.143.(4) As the percentage of defective items is not given 
for company B.
Hence answer can not be obtained

Q.144.(4) as in first question we have already calculated 
unit price of A=12.5
unit price of B=120% of 12.5=15
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Let total number of items produced be N.
15

15
80

N
100

=
× =1250

Q.145.(4) total no of non defective items=84% of 
1250=1050
total sale made = 1050 × 24 = 25200 Rs.

Q.146.(4) Required ratio =170:240=17:24. 
Q.147.(4) Required Difference = 96 – 82 = 14
Q.148.(3) Total downstream distance travelled by boat on 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday = 108
 Total up stream distance travelled by boat on 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday = 222

 Required percent 

Q.149.(1)  Downstream Speed = 6 kmph
 Upstream Speed = 2 kmph
 Time taken by the boat to cover upstream distance 

= 72/2 = 36 hours
Q.150.(3)  U = u – v = 16
 v = 6
 u = 22
 D = 28
 Required answer 

 hours

Q.151.(1) Q-I.CP of 30 articles = (5/6) × 30 = Rs. 25
 SP of 30 articles = (6/5)×30=Rs. 36
 Profit 36-25=11
 Profit %=44%
 Q-II. CP of 1 toy =350/100=3.50
 SP of 1 toy = 60/12 =5

 Profit % = .
. . %3 5

5 3 5 100 42 86×- =

  QI > QII
Q.152.(2)  QI- Total time taken 

 

 Then avg speed  km/hr. 

 Q-II. (2×60×90)/150 = 72km/hr. 
 QI < QII

Q.153.(1) Q-I. Ratio/ P:Q 12:1
 1…….= 3
 12 == 36 years 
 Q-II. (5x+4)/(8x+4) =2/3
 15x+12 = 16x+8
 x=4. 
 A’s age 4 yrs ago = 5×4=20
 Then A’s age after 7yrs is 20+4+7=31yrs.
 Q1 > Q2
Q.154.(5) Q-I. SI-CI=P(r/100)2.
 P×(8/100)2=12.80
 64P/(100×100)=12.80
 P=Rs. 2000.
 Q-II. SI=Pnr/100
 800=P×8×5/100
 P=800×100/40 =Rs. 2000.
 Q1=Q2

Q.155.(2) Q-I. P(E)

 Q-II. P(E)= 
5 4 3

2 1 1
12

4

C C C 8
C 33

× ×
=

 Q1 < Q2

Q.156.(5) 5 L P
48

18 60

+
× =  5 L

(48 8)
18 24

+ × =

Q.157.(4) as it is not given that who starts the work answer 
can not be given

Q.158.(4) As total investment period is not given this 
question can not be answered

Q.159.(1) From statement I numbers are 3,5,7,9 and 11 
hence answer can be find but statement II is not 
sufficient

Q.160.(2) Answer can be given only by statement II
Q.161.(2) Required Answer =

       
30 60 10 40

300 300
100 100 100 100

300

× × + × × ×100%=22%

Q.162.(1) 10 4
650 : 500

100 100
× × =13:4

Q.163.(1) 
14 12 3 7

400 300 2100 100 246
3 7 3300
100

+ +× − ×
=+×

%

Q.164.(1) 48 + 140 : 22 + 21 =188 : 43
Q.165.(3) (56+65+70+54) – (28+35+22+21) = 139

Centre has shortlisted five cities, Delhi, Shimla, Mysore, Ahmedabad and Ranchi to hold National 
Programme of the International Yoga Day 2019.
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Q.166-170.  Div.A Div. B
 Total   50 60
 Only Hindi 15 29
 Only Sanskrit  20 15
 Hindi & Sanskrit 15 16

Q.166.(4) Total number = 15+16 = 31
Q.167.(1) 
Q.168.(5) Req. percentage= 16

100 15
100

× =   (approx)

Q.169.(2) 

Q.170.(3) Percentage increase= 
9

100 45
20

× = %

Q.171.(3) School A : Girls = 9662
 In School B : G = 9458
 Difference = 204
Q.172.(5)  Girls = 9802

 Required percentage = 9802
100% 49

20174
× ≈

Q.173.(1) Required Ratio = (10556+9384):(9606 +10634)
 19940:20240=997:1012
Q.174.(1)  Required answer = 10468
Q.175.(5)  So required answer is School E.
Q.176.(2) 72

2(12 6), b 6
2

72
a 18,18 6 12

4

= + =

= = − =

Q.177.(4) 12M×6 = 10M×3+21W×3
2M=3W 
18W×6=12W×D 
D = 9 day

Q.178.(4) Let v = 2x      u = 5x

       

42 42
10

5x 2x 5x 2x
+ =

+ +
       x = 2
       D = 14 U = 6

       Now 21 14

14 6
+ = 4hr

Q.179.(2) 5
240 240 18km6 88

18 5hr

+ ×
× =

S + 32 = 88 
S = 56 km/hr.

Q.180.(4) Let CP of 1 kg = 80
SP CP of 1 kg = 80 

Total CP Total SP 
11×8  12×9 
88  108 

P% = 
20

×100% = 22.72%
88

Q.181.(1) x=10.6 (approx) y=–11.4 (approx) 
 x > y
Q.182.(1) x > y 

       x 3 2, 7 2

y 7 2, 12 2

= − −

= − −

Q.183.(4) x=37, 39
y=39, 50 
x < y

Q.184.(5) x=-19, 13 
y=-15-24

Q.185.(4) (4 : 3) 3=12 :9
(3 : 4) 4=12 : 16

 Here 7 = 14
 So, required answer 28=56 litre
Q.186.(1) Let total sale be x

92 % of 8000 + 90% (x-8000)=12310 
after solving x=13500

Q.187.(5) SI of 2.5 years=12.5 2.5 25.92=810 Rs
CI of 2.5 years=  

2 2

2

7 6
2592 936

6
1

3528 294
12

−
× =

× =

CI of 2.5 years= 936+294=1230
 difference of SI and CI=1230-810 = Rs. 420
Q.188.(5) 

n

n

A 13

B 10
=

Tw = 10 × 12 + 20 × 13 = 380

        
380

19
2 10

=
×

Q.189.(1) Make quantity of liquid perfume equal
27   :  7 = 27 : 7
9 (3 : 1) = 27 : 9 
Now, 27 + 7 = 34 = 340 
1 = 10,  2 = 20

Q.190.(2) M = 2R
F = M + 5 ........(i) 
10 years back, 
F – 10 = 3(R - 10) .............(ii) 
After 5 years, 
F + 5 = 2(R + 5) ..............(iii) 
After solving 
Ratio: 5 : 10 : 11

United States of America (USA) has w.e.f. 5 June 2019 withdrawn India’s Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) benefits.
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09861049987  
0674-2530810 

2 ADITYA NEWS AGENCY DEHRADUN 9412349259
3 AGARWAL AGENCY DARBHANGA 9955392316
4 AGARWAL BOOK DEPOT FARRUKHABAD 8874007575
5 AGARWAL NEWS AGENCY MURADABAD 9897337866
6 ANEETA NEWS AGENCY BHOPAL 9827711472
7 APARNA  AGENCY SOLAPUR 9422065825, 

0217-2629822
8 IDEAL BOOK STORE TRIVANDRUM 9846014411-

9526014411
9 BHATIA BOOK STALL PATHANKOT 09417459022/ 

09888196049, 
0186-2221916

10 BHOOTHADA NEWS AGENCY PUNE 9890121123
11 BOOK CENTER EARNAKULAM 9895268684
12 BOOK CHOICE BILASPUR 9826340445, 

7752404073
13 CHAJER NEWS AGENCY BIKANER 9829218705, 

0151-2221100
14 CHAWLA NEWS AGENCY MEERUT 9837015153, 

0121-2661646, 
4057122

15 CHMAN NEWS AGENCY KOTA 9829036318, 
0744-2323377

16 CHOPRA NEWS AGENCY LUDHIANA 9815752531, 
0161-2746731

17 D.C. JAIN INDORE 9826027100  
0731-2460535/ 
2452147

18 DIWAN NEWS AGENCY JHANSI 9415073363
19 DURGA NEWS AGENCY GUWAHATI 9435049511, 

0361-2525415
20 DYANAND NEWS AGENCY PATNA 9431041221, 

0612-2233541/ 
2239682

21 E.B.S. NEWS AGENCY CHANDIGARH 0172-2703570   
9814110136/ 
09435140817

22 EASHWARI AGENCIES CHENNAI 9840035283
23 ECLET BOOK CENTER ALLAHABAD 9838925586
24 EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION 

CENTER
GORAKHPUR 9455963178

25 ESTERN NEWS AGENCY PATNA 9334115121
26 FORUM BOOK HOUSE BANGALORE 9886769721, 

080-41146099
27 GARG BOOK DEPOT JAIPUR 9414663853, 

0141-2595526
28 GAURAV BOOK AGENCY VARANASI 8173997477
29 GEETA PUSTAK BHANDAR AJMER 9929453089, 

0145-2601735/ 
2601709

30 GUPTA NEWS DISTRIBUTOR RISHIKESH 9837767551
31 GYAN BHARTI RANCHI 9835196111, 

0651-2308643
32 INDIAN BOOK DEPOT KARNAL 9255426821
33 JAIN AGENCY ROORKEE 9412379343
34 JANTA NEWS AGENCY JABALPUR 9039675118
35 JANTA NEWS AGENCY MUMBAI 9699774812, 

8879612757
36 KAKKAR NEWS AGENCY HISAR 01662-230149
37 KARIM BOOK HOUSE REWA 09907261978
38 KHEMUKA NEWS AGENCY DURG 09329023923
39 LATEST MAGAZINE CENTER JODHPUR 9314710365, 

0291-2620686
40 LIFE BOOK HOUSE BHOPAL 9826313349
41 M.L. & SONS DELHI 9868090583, 

011-32421262/ 
23362688

42 MADHAB BOOK STORE CUTTACK 9437026311
43 MALHOTRA BOOK DEPOT SHARANPUR 9897322746, 

0132-2640587

44 MANOJ NEWS AGENCY PATNA 9905271351, 
0612-2206151

45 MEHTA NEW AGENCY PATIALA 9888392289
46 MUKUND PAREKH NEWS AGENCY RAIPUR 9827145302
47 NAGPUR NEWS AGENCY NAGPUR 9881308009
48 NATHURAM SHARMA HARIDWAR 01334-253201-

250176
49 NATIONAL BOOK CENTRE NAGPUR 9371637499, 

8007290786
50 NEWS POINT ALIGARH 9568886596
51 ORISSA BOOK DISTRIBUTOR CUTTACK 9338105078, 

0671-2647049
52 OSWAL NEWS AGENCY KOTA 9352603367
53 P.C. JAIN IMPHAL 9436027526, 

0385-2451756
54 PATHAK BROTHERS NAGPUR 9823125806  

0712-2730638
55 PATWAL NEWS AGENCY HALDWANI 9756983117
56 PRASAD MAG. CENTRE JAMSEDPUR 9431526278, 

0657-2420086
57 PRASAD NEWS AGENCY GORAKHPUR 9838883666
58 PREM B/C-VIMAL FAIZABAD 9415047959
59 PT. BELI RAM & SONS AMRITSAR 0183-2550285
60 RANJAN MISHRA COMPETITION 

BOOK HOUSE
GORAKHPUR 9336409300 

8004918321
61 RAVI BOOK CENTER AHEMDABAD 9825628116
62 RAWAT CAREER ACADEMY AGRA 9319109617, 

0562-2391292
63 ROYAL PUSTAK BHANDAR MUZZFARNAGAR 9897677644
64 SAHU NEWS AGENCY JABALPUR 09425865222/ 

09301201157
65 SANDESH AGENCY PUNE 9422008348, 

020-24459361
66 SANDHARBHA VITRAN KOLHAPUR 9823377227, 

0231-2668631-
2664405

67 SANJAY NEWS AGENCY RISHIKESH 9927016595, 
0135-2430968

68 SARDAR TRILOCHAN SINGH INDORE 0731-4004101, 
9993030003

69 SARVODAY BOOK STALL JODHPUR 9829781548/ 
8107589141

70 SHANKAR COMPETITION  BOOK 
HOUSE

REWA 09826125956/ 
0983731035/ 
9407041342

71 SHARMA BOOK & STATIONARY ALWAR 9214497900
72 SHEELA BOOK CENTRE JAMMU 9419146803, 

0191-2574912, 
9419299113

73 SHIV SHAKTI PUSTKALAY ROURKELA 9861197354
74 SHIVAM BOOKS BOKARO 7870744822, 

9472792061, 
7979046645

75 SHYAM SUNDER GUPTA KANPUR 9450140350, 
0512-2328341

76 SREE AGENCY TIRUNELVELI 9443725748
77 STUDENT CORNER GORAKHPUR 9415210262, 

0551-2330337/ 
2338700

78 SUBHAS NEWS AGENCY SHIMLA 0177-2653117/ 
2201604, 
9816966944

79 SUBHAS PUS.BHANDAR LUCKNOW 0522- 2637652/ 
2637349

80 SUNIL KUMAR SINGH DHANBAD 9835196526, 
0326-3209600/ 
3209601

81 SUNRISE NEWS PAPER & MAGAZINES AURANGABAD 9765754143
82 TELANG BOOK CORNER BHOPAL 9827058587
83 VISHAL BOOK CENTER KOLKATA 03340646353
84 LAXMI NARAIN NEWS AGENCY VARANASI 9307023122
85 K.V.R MEDIA VISHAKAPATANAM 9848609293
86 BALAJI BOOKS & STATIONARY BHATINDA 9464247377
87 SHYAM BOOK STORE NELLORE 9963710104

OUR DISTRIBUTORS IN INDIA






